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N E W S 
WWCEC helps land funding for 
Fairfield hospital 

Royce Carter, manager of marketing and member services for WWCEC and a director of Fairfield Memorial, 
addreses those attending the groundbreaking. 

t was a bright, sunny day in 
Fairfield on Oct. 14, and the 

speakers all had bright, 
sunny things to say. The oc¬ 
casion was the 
groundbreaking for an addi¬ 
tion to the Fairfield Memorial 
Hospital. Several of the speak¬ 
ers were there to hand over 
symbolic giant checks to fund 
the construction project. And 
all were there to lend a hand 
with the golden shovels to 
turn the first spadeful of dirt 

and make the construction of¬ 
ficial. 

Eileen Fitzgerald, U.S. De¬ 
partment of Rural Housing 
Service associate administra¬ 
tor was there, and so was 
Wally Furrow, state director 
for rural development, Larry 
Rost, president of Fairfield Na¬ 
tional Bank, and Royce Carter, 
manager of marketing and 
member services for Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Coop¬ 
erative (WWCEC). Those were 

the people who had brought 
the real checks to get the job 
done. 

Several of those who had 
made it possible for the 
checks to be issued were 
there, or sent representatives. 
Congressman Glenn Poshard 
sent Shirley Stephens, and 
State Senator Wm. “Bill” 
O’Daniel was there, too, as 
were Harry Morlan, mayor of 
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Fairfield, and State Rep. John 
O. Jones. 

Thanks to the efforts of 
those people and many others, 
Fairfield Memorial will soon 
have a new surgery center, an 
outpatient center, and a new, 
enlarged emergency room. In 
addition to the new facilities, 
the hospital will also do a ma¬ 
jor renovation of the upper 
two floors of the three-story 
structure. 

The hospital, a Fairfield fix¬ 
ture since it was built in 
1949, received an addition in 
the form of a nursing home 
wing in 1963. Otherwise, it 
has had no facelifts or remod¬ 
eling. More importantly, it had 
long since outgrown its mod¬ 
est emergency room facilities. 

Since first-rate medical care 
is a must for quality of life, 
and since it’s also important 
in attracting and keeping in¬ 
dustry, WWCEC wanted to 
pitch in. And the co-op was in 
a unique position to help. 

Several years ago, the fed¬ 

eral government decided to in¬ 
vest money in infrastructure 
improvements and economic 
development activities without 
adding to the existing bureau¬ 
cracy. With that in mind, it 
made money available to local, 
grass-roots organizations with 
a proven track record of get¬ 
ting a good “bang for the 
buck” in government self-help 
projects. The country’s electric 
co-ops seemed tailor-made for 
the job, and were asked to 
help administer the Rural 
Economic Development Grant 
Program. The program assists 
public bodies and non-profit 
corporations in financing and 
fostering development of 
needed public facilities. Little, 
if any, co-op money is in¬ 
volved, even though co-op per¬ 
sonnel are often involved in 
the process. 

The idea was to have the 
co-ops work with other groups 
to “leverage” money as much 
as possible, and to have the 
money that’s repaid go into a 

revolving fund to help finance 
other projects. 

Even so, someone had to 
come up with 20 percent of 
the money needed. In the case 
of the $480,000 loan from the 
co-op, WWCEC put up $80,000 
to obtain $400,000. USDA’s 
Rural Development (formerly 
FmHA) came up with a direct 
loan for $1,600,000, and 
Fairfield National Bank put up 
a $1,067,000 loan guaranteed 
by the USDA. The hospital 
also had a $1,000,000 fund 
set aside for a rebuilding job. 

And a rebuilding job was 
sorely needed. Wayne-White’s 
Royce Carter, who’s also a di¬ 
rector of the hospital, noted 
that the board had invited 
Congressman Poshard to tour 
the facility to see how crowded 
it had become. “There was an 
overflow crowd waiting to get 
into the emergency room,” 
Carter said, “and there was a 
long line of people waiting in 
the hall. From that moment 
on. Congressman Poshard was 

Curtis Endsley, center, president of the WWCEC board of directors, delivers a $400,000 check. Eileen 
Fitzgerald, left, U.S. Department of Rural Housing Service associate administrator, Wally Furrow, state 
director for rural development, and Donna Sullivan, a hospital director, look on. 

Member Owned • Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically • Member Owned • Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JANUARY 1998 



No groundbreaking ceremony would be complete without, well, groundbreaking. Here, assorted dignitar¬ 
ies turn to with their spades to dig up a little dirt on behalf of Fairfield Memorial Hospital. 

a great backer of the project 
and did a lot to help us get 
the money we needed. 

“He knew that although 
Fairfield only has a population 
of about 5,500, the hospital 
serves an area with a popula¬ 
tion of more than 35,000 
people,” said Carter. 

Larry Rost, president of 
First National Bank, noted 
that his firm and those in¬ 
volved in seeking funding for 
the project were really “vision 
enhancers” rather than mon¬ 
eylenders. Pointing to a ban¬ 
ner behind the podium, he 
said, “That banner spells out 
what we’re all about, ‘People 
caring for people.’ Almost 50 
years ago, area leaders knew 
they needed to have good 
medical facilities. The nearest 
hospital was in Olney, and 
they knew they needed one 
closer than that. Even though 
they knew it’d be expensive to 
build, they did it anyway. 
They went ahead for the good 
of the community, and we’re 
doing exactly the same thing 
now.” 

Wally Furrow added that 
Rural Development had writ¬ 
ten its check for several good 
reasons. “It’s extremely, ex¬ 
tremely important to have 
good health care, and this ad¬ 
dition will see to that. I un¬ 
derstand that this hospital 
serves the health needs of 
some five or six counties, and 
has an OB unit that serves 
an even bigger area. I’m proud 
to have a part in helping fund 
this project.” 

Eileen Fitzgerald, the USDA 
representative, noted that the 
hospital is just part of a pro¬ 
gram aimed at enhancing the 
quality of life in rural areas. 
“We’re working to take a com¬ 
prehensive approach to rural 
needs, and to address all of 
them,” she said. “We’ve worked 
hard to improve the water and 
sewer situation, but that 
doesn’t help much unless you 
help an area take care of all 
its needs. 

“We try to be responsive to 
rural needs such as educa¬ 
tion, fire protection, public 
safety, and so on. And we try 

not to get into the ‘one size 
fits all’ trap, where a generic 
solution is imposed by Wash¬ 
ington. We try to work with 
communities to determine 
what they need. And instead 
of trying to provide it for 
them, we help them go after 
it. But it still takes a lot of 
work by local people. If a com¬ 
munity isn’t willing to really 
work, they won’t have much 
success,” she concluded. 

In the 1997 fiscal year, 
USDA Rural Development in¬ 
vested over $154 million in 
rural Illinois through its hous¬ 
ing, community facilities, wa¬ 
ter and wastewater systems, 
and business and industry 
loan guarantee and grant pro¬ 
grams. 

We at WWCEC are pleased 
that the 260 people who work 
at Fairfield Memorial will be 
better able to help the 1,300- 
plus inpatients and 8,650 out¬ 
patients who use the hospital 
each year. And we’re pleased 
that we could play a part in 
getting funding for the needed 
improvements. 
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ISP District 19 celebrates anniversary 
Illinois State Police’s District 

19, which is headquartered 
just west of Carmi, is enjoying 
a 7.000 square-foot building 
that has just been thoroughly 
remodeled. 

From that building, some 40 
sworn officers and 16 civilian 
employees provide a full range 
of police services to citizens 
and police agencies in 
Edwards, Gallatin, Hamilton, 
Saline, Wabash, Wayne and 
White counties. 

Like other Illinois State Po¬ 
lice, District 19 is observing 
the 75th anniversary of the 
founding of the organization, 
which took place in 1922. The 
patrol has a long and inter¬ 
esting history. 

Shortly after the turn of the 
century, Illinois roads and 
highways (such as they were) 
saw the rise of a new phe¬ 
nomenon. People in cars be¬ 
gan colliding with people in 
other cars, or driving in such 
a way that they posed a 
safety hazard to others. 

As the number of cars on 
the road increased, the prob¬ 
lem got worse, and it became 
apparent to legislators that 
there was a need for a police 
force to help enforce “the 
rules of the road” and to in¬ 
vestigate accidents. In 1921, 
Governor Len Small signed a 
bill to amend the Illinois Mo¬ 
tor Vehicle Act of 1919, autho¬ 
rizing the secretary of state to 
appoint some unpaid “inspec¬ 
tors” to investigate and report 
violations of the Motor Vehicle 
Act. 

Shortly afterward, in 1922, 
John Stack was appointed the 
first superintendent of the Illi¬ 
nois State Highway Mainte¬ 
nance Police (ISHMP), and the 
organization was up and run¬ 
ning. Well, it was up: the run¬ 
ning was to come the following 
year, when a force of no more 

Patrol Commander Lt, Steven D. Crow is an important cog in the wheel 
that makes up District 19. 

that 100 men was 
authorized. 

They would be 
paid $150 a month, 
and would ride 
Harley-Davidson mo¬ 
torcycles left over 
from World War I. 
Their uniforms con¬ 
sisted of surplus 
WWI puttees, 
breeches, caps and 
pilot helmets. 

The first five pa¬ 
trol areas were set 
up around Peoria, 
LaSalle, Kankakee, 
Danville and Gran¬ 
ite City. It would be 
five years before 
any of them got 
cars, and nearly 15 
years before they 
got radios. Limited 
at first to enforcing 
highway laws, the 
ISHMP were autho¬ 
rized to enforce all 
laws by 1941. 

As time went by, the name 
of the organization changed to 
Illinois State Police, and re¬ 
gions were set up, with much 
of the present District 19 be¬ 

Trooper Terry Simms, left, and Sgt. John 
Muensterman clean up a White County field 
that was the site of a cannabis farm. 

ing a part of District 12, 
which was headquartered in 
Effingham. With the realiza¬ 
tion that a stronger presence 
was needed in the area, the 
seven-county district was set 
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up in 1981. 

District 19 personnel patrol 

some 5,843 miles of two-lane 

state highway, 40 miles of in¬ 

terstate and 5,573 miles of 

country and township roads, 

in an area of roughly 2,800 

square miles. 

But while working hard to 

keep drivers on the straight 

and narrow, ISP’s responsibili¬ 

ties were enlarged to include 

the enforcement of other laws. 

Part of its mission had be¬ 

come to control crime and to 

provide emergency disaster 

services to area citizens. 

Now, a large part of the job 

involves stemming the flow of 

drugs through the district, 

preventing the cultivation of 

noxious weeds, primarily can¬ 

nabis, or marijuana. And it’s 

a difficult job. The district is 

crossed by an interstate high¬ 

way, and is criss-crossed by a 

network of roads, many of 

which offer both a fairly good 

surface and a certain amount 

of privacy. 

Add to that the area’s roll¬ 

ing hillsides and many small 

streams, and you have plenty 

of secluded places to grow ille¬ 

gal crops. 

In a way, the force has 

come full circle. But instead of 

motorcycles left over from the 

military. District 19 has a 

surplus military pickup truck 

that is ideal for seeking out 

secluded crops. And while 

there aren’t a great number of 

motorcycles around anymore, 

there is a 4-wheeler that rides 

much like one, and where the 

truck can’t go, it’s almost cer¬ 

tainly able to. 

The ISP has come a long 

way since the days of the few 

unpaid “inspectors,” and its 

responsibilities have increased 

dramatically, but its underly¬ 

ing mission is still the same 

as it was ‘way back then: to 

make Illinois a safer, better 

place for all its law-abiding 

citizens. 

This classic squad car was a state-of-the-art vehicle in 1951, and is still 
a beauty. 

Betsy Williamson and Dean Blessing staff the radios at the District 19 
headquarters. 

District 19 is a complete facility, and has its own pistol range. Here, 
Sgt. Ken Ryder takes aim. 
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Sophomores, juniors, seniors: 
Enter your essay now ... 
Win a free trip to Washington, D.C. 
One boy and one girl will receive an ex 

pense-paid trip to Washington, D.C., June 
12-19, 1998. 

A boy and girl finalist will be selected from 
each of the following area high schools: Carmi, 
Cisne, Clay City, Crossville, Edwards County, 
Fairfield, Grayville, McLeansboro, Norris City, 
Noble and Wayne City. A minimum of 10 final¬ 
ists will be selected. 

The finalists will participate in “Illinois Rural 
Electric Youth Day,” April 22, 1998. 
Eligibility: 

Any high school sophomore, junior, or senior 
living within the Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative service area is eligible. They 
need not live in a home receiving electricity 
from the cooperative. 

Members of the immediate family of the 
board of directors, employees and winners of 
previous Washington, D.C. trips are not eli¬ 
gible. 

The students who represented WWCEC on the 1997 
trip met Congressman Glenn Poshard on Capitol Hill. 
From left are Lindsey Ulm of Geff, David Carter of 
Fairfield, Congressman Poshard, and Katy Gwaltney 
of Fairfield. 

Topic: 
“How Deregulation Will Af¬ 

fect Electric Cooperatives.” 
Form: 

Length — not less than 
500 nor more than 1,000 
words. Typed on 8 l/2x 11- 
inch paper, double-spaced 
and on one side only. Foot¬ 
note information source. 
Number each page. Do not 
type your name on the essay; 
type it on a separate sheet. 
Preliminary judging will be 
made by number. 
Information: 

May be obtained from 
Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative’s office, 
Fairfield, Illinois, or schools in 
the cooperative area. 
Entry: 

Deliver the essay to the 
teacher in charge or mail to 
Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, P.O. Drawer 
E, Fairfield, Illinois 62837, no 
later than Feb. 14, 1998. 

Essay Deadline 
Essays and entry blanks must be received by noon, 

Feb. 14, 1998. Enter now! 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative, P.O. Drawer 

E, Fairfield, Illinois 62837 
Please send an entry blank and information concerning 

this summer’s “Youth to Washington” essay contest. 

Name Date   

Parent’s Name     

Address  

Telephone No.  Age   Sex:   
Male  Female   

High School   Class Year 

Sponsored by 

Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 
Fairfield, Illinois 

Serving Rural America 

Member Owned • Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically • Member Owned • Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically 

I6f ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JANUARY 1998 



Enter Your Essay now... 
Win a Free Trip To Washington, D.C. 

From left, Lindsey, David and Katy pause for a photo A stop at the Gettysburg battlefield is a must, and the youths all take advan- 

before Katy puts her bag in the bus’s baggage com- tage of a photo op while they’re there, 

partment for the trip to Washington. 

The tour includes a visit to the National Rural Utili¬ 

ties Cooperative Finance Corporation’s (CFC) head¬ 

quarters in Herndon, Virginia, and Katy and Lindsey 

watch as a procedure is explained. 

The group leaves the CFC build¬ 

ing: from left are Lindsey, Katy, 

David and Tracy Hayes, who rep¬ 

resented Clay Electric Co-opera¬ 

tive on the tour. 

Washington 
trip blends fun, 
learning 
No trip is complete without a group photo, 

and the 1997 tour was no exception. Katy 

and Lindsey are in the middle of the sec¬ 

ond row, while David is in the back row, 

just at the right edge of the obelisk. 

The tour took in the “Newseum,” or news 

museum, and David and Lindsey had an 

opportunity to play anchorpersons. 
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Once again Wayne-White Counties Electric has enhanced the Rural TV Satellite Pro¬ 
gramming Packages with more channels for the whole family to enjoy. 

Take a look at our new program lineup. 

Economy Basic Package 24 Channels $8.5O/month 

Annimal Planet CNN CNNfn/Inter County Music TV Discovery e 
ESPN ESPN2 Family Channel Headline News Home & Garden KTLA 

Learning Channel MTV Nashville Network Nick/Nkk-Nite Nostalgia Sd-Fi Chan 

TBS TV Land USA Network VH-l WGN WPIX 

Basic Package 33 Channels $ 11.50/month 

A&E AMC Animal Planet Bravo Cartoon Network CNN 

CNN Inter CNBC Country Music TV Discovery E! ESPN 

ESPN2 Family Chan Headline News History Channel Home & Garden KTLA 

Learning Chan lifetime MSNBC MTV Nick/Nick at Nite Nostalgia 

Romirunce TBS TNN TV Land USA Network VH-l 

Weather Chan WGN WPIX 

Power Plus Primetime E/W 40 Channels $ 19.50/month 

AMC 
CNBC 
ESPN2 
Learning Chan 
Nostalgia TV 
TNT 
WON 

Animal Planet 
CNN 
Family Channel 
lifetime TV 
Primetime E/W 
Turner Classics 
WPIX 

A&E 
CNNfh 
fxM 
KTLA 
Romraance Qas 
TV Land 

Bravo 
Discovery 
Headline News 
MSNBC 
Sci-Fi Channel 
USA Network 

Cartoon Network 
E! 
History Chan 
MTV 
TBS 
VH-l 

Country Music 
ESPN 
Indepen Film 
Nick/Nick Nile 
TNN 
Weather Ch 

Top Choice Package 43 Basic Channels + 1 Premium $30.00/month 

AMC Animal PUnet A&E Bravo Cartoon Network Comedy Central 

Country Music CNBC CNN CNNfh Discovery E! 

ESPN ESPN2 Family Channel fxM Headline News History Chan 

Home & Garden Indepen Film KDVR KTLA Learning Chan Lifetime TV 

MSNBC MTV Nick/Nick Nite Nostalgia TV Primetime E/W Rommance Clas 

Sd-Fi Channel TBS TNN TNT Turner Classics TV Land 

USA Network VH-l Weather Ch WGN WPIX Choice 1 Premium 

PREMIUM CHANNELS 

HSO. CWEMAX DBNET, flDC. 
SHOWTIME & MOV® CHANNEL 
& SPORTS PACKAGE 
Aay am jxmntaia *7-* 5 
Aay two premium* 14M 
Atrfthr**pr«ntom* 20.95 
foy four premium* 38.95 
ibiy five premium* 85.95 

Channels also 
available 

A La Carte 

To receive satellite programming, you must 
<=■ have a satellite dish and receiver already 
installed. An initial $10 fee required. Rural TV fee 
will appear on monthly electric bill. ® Call Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Cooperative Member Service 

Department 618-842-2196 for more information. 
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Wayne-White 
WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS • 618-842-2196 

N E W S 
Priorities in restoring 
It seems that after every major storm, sev 

eral members ask, “Why am I out of service 
and my neighbor is not?” Or they ask, “Why 
did it take so long to get my power restored 
when other members were on for hours?” 

We then are asked how we would choose 
which house gets electric service restored dur¬ 
ing a major wind or ice storm. The chart 
shown depicts a simplified version of how we 
would go about restoring service to each 
house. Specifically, we would start at the 
source of the power, namely the substation. 
Then, similar to spokes of a wheel, we would 
work out on the main distribution line, re¬ 
pairing and restoring service to the main 
feeder lines. It would do no good to repair a 
small wire attached to your house if the main 
line was dead, plus the time spent at this 
house would mean that many other people 
are off even longer. 

electric service 
In our diagram, the men would first work 

to restore the main distribution line. Since 
there is nothing wrong with the lines leading 
to House 2 and House 3, the repair to the 
main line would automatically bring them on. 
Next, we would clear up any problems with 
the tap lines leading off the main line. In our 
example, the tap line would restore service to 
House 4. Only after all the high-voltage lines 
are repaired would we repair problems at in¬ 
dividual homes. In our example, individual 
house 1 and 5 would then be restored. 

Occasionally, we have people call and say 
our men drove by but did not stop the repair 
a problem at their particular house. We hope 
this explanation will help you understand our 
priorities. Although at times it may not seem 
like it, there is a predetermined plan to re¬ 
store service to the largest number of people 
in the quickest time possible. 
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Thinking of insulating? 
Do your homework first 

If the economic crash that lasted from 1929 
until the beginning of World War II was 

known as the Great Depression, then the ap¬ 
proach of fall and the winter that inevitably 
follows might well be known as “the not-so- 
great depression.” 

As the leaves begin to turn and as summer 
tapers off into autumn, many of us again be¬ 
gin thinking about how difficult it was to heat 
our homes last year. If you’re included in that 
group, you may be wise to look at the possi¬ 
bility of adding insulation to your home. 

Many homes, especially rural ones, were 
built before the energy crunch of the early 
1970s, when fuel was cheap and it was a 
snap to warm a home: you just turned up 
the thermostat. The cost amounted to 
little more than pin money. In¬ 
sulation was considered an 
unnecessary expense and 
was often installed in 
bare minimum quanti¬ 
ties, if at all. 

With the rude 
awakening that came 
with the Arab oil em¬ 
bargo also came the 
realization that jogging 
up the old thermostat 
had some very real conse¬ 
quences on the energy bill. 

But a lack of insulation is 
usually not the only culprit. Older homes 
were also built less “tight” than newer ones, 
simply because it was easier for the builder. 
Again, heating was no problem. You just 
added cheap heat. 

At any rate, most older homes need both 
more insulation and tightening up before 
they’ll be both comfortable and affordable to 
heat. 

If you want to build a new house or addi¬ 
tion, it’s a fairly simple matter to have insula¬ 
tion installed as construction progresses, and 
that’s by far the best bet. If you’re even 
thinking of building, be sure to emphasize to 
your contractor that you want plenty of insu¬ 
lation and that you want your home sealed 
well, too. 

This column deals primarily with those who 
need to have insulation added, and assumes 
that the easy installation during construction 

is not an option. 
Please note that it’s the R-value that 

counts, not just the thickness of the insula¬ 
tion. 

At any rate, if you're adding insulation in 
an attic, you may have the option of putting 
in fiberglass or mineral wool batts (long rolls), 
or you can have loose-fill insulation blown in. 

If you need to add insulation to existing 
walls, you may be limited to loose-fill insula¬ 
tion, since it comes in bags and can be blown 
into spaces using special equipment. On outer 
walls, the installer simply drills a hole in each 
stud cavity and blows in a certain amount of 
insulation. Then he reseals the hole. 

There are three kinds of loose-fill insula¬ 
tion, and your co-op representative will tell 

you of his preferences. The 
first is mineral wool, 
which is spun smelter 
slag. Fiberglass is much 
like it, but is spun 

from molten glass. Both 
are about equally envi¬ 
ronmentally benign, and 

both have similar proper¬ 
ties. 

Many experts like cellu¬ 
lose insulation, since it does 

a good job and uses recycled 
materials that might otherwise be 

wasted or wind up in landfills. Cellu¬ 
lose is made from finely chopped paper or 

cardboard, which is treated for fire retardance 
and to repel insects. 

Installation of some insulation products is 
beyond the capability of the less handy, but 
may be a viable option for a home handyman. 
If you decide to try it, be sure to wear a good 
respirator, goggles, and suitable clothing. The 
stuff tends to fly everywhere, and it’s ex¬ 
tremely uncomfortable if you get much of it 
on you. 

You may want to talk to the people at your 
co-op. Ask them for a copy of the booklet, “A 
Builder’s Guide to Energy Efficient Construc¬ 
tion Standards.” While it’s intended to spell 
out ways to build a new home so it’ll be as 
energy efficient as possible, it has a lot of 
good information for those who just need to 
caulk, weatherstrip and insulate. It’s a good 
publication, and it’s free. 
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Safety with electrical outlets 
We all know that electricity is wonderful 

stuff. Good things happen when we flip 
a switch. Lights beat back the darkness, 
warmth replaces the cold, dishes and clothes 
get washed and dried, TV sets come on, and 
water flows in and out of our house in an or¬ 
derly fashion. 

But there’s a dark side to electricity, too. 
It’s a lot like controlled lightning, and when it 
gets out of control, it can add a whole new 
meaning to the phrase, “Reach out and zap 
someone.” 

What follows is a description of a few gadgets 
that will help you keep 
the “electric genie” in the 
bottle until you need it. 
Installing one or more of 
them will make your 
home at least a little 
safer, and maybe a lot 
safer. 

The first gadget costs 
very little, and you can 
install it yourself in min¬ 
utes. It’s designed prima¬ 
rily to protect those 
toddlers who seem deter¬ 
mined to plumb the 
depths of all electrical 
outlets, using a bobby pin 
or paper clip. There are 
plastic outlet covers that 
simply plug into an un¬ 
used receptacle. They’re easy to remove when 
you need to plug in an appliance. Look for 
them in the electrical section of your depart¬ 
ment store or in a building supply place. A 
package of a dozen will set you back less than 
two dollars. Put one in each outlet a toddler is 
even remotely capable of reaching. 

After those little gadgets, things get a bit 
more expensive, but the simplicity is, for the 
most part, still there. There are several differ¬ 
ent kinds of ground fault circuit interrupters 
(GFCIs), and they’re real miracle workers. Es¬ 
sentially, they sense a problem in a circuit 
and shut it off before enough current gets 
through to cause injury. While it definitely 
isn’t something you’d want to try at home, a 
demonstrator of the devices has plugged in a 
hair dryer and plunged it into a sink. Before 
GFCIs, such dunkings were almost always fa¬ 
tal. 

Again, GFCIs are not intended to enable 
you to do dangerous things. They’re intended 
to provide a big margin of safety when you 
accidently do something hazardous. Inciden¬ 
tally, building codes today require the instal¬ 
lation of GFCI-protected circuits in kitchens, 
bathrooms and in outdoor receptacles. The 
ones we’re discussing are useful in homes 
built without them. There are several different 
kinds, and you’d be wise to check out the 
possibility of using one outdoors or anyplace 
where water and electricity are likely to mix, 
such as kitchens and bathrooms. You can 

buy a portable GFCI, 
which plugs into an 
outlet, and into which 
you then plug lights or 
appliances. They’re 
simple to use and inex¬ 
pensive. Once they 
“trip” and save your ba¬ 
con, you need to cor¬ 
rect the problem, then 
press the little “reset” 
button they have, and 
you’re ready to be pro¬ 
tected again. 

Another GFCI is 
built into the end of an 
extension cord, and is 
useful when using 
power tools and the 
like. They’re especially 

handy when you’re working outside. Yet an¬ 
other kind of GFCI is built into the recep¬ 
tacles in the walls, and would be a wise 
addition to any home. They can be wired to 
protect just one outlet, or an outlet and all 
the ones further down the circuit. Be sure to 
have them installed by a qualified electrician. 

A circuit breaker GFCI can be installed in 
your breaker box, and will protect all the out¬ 
lets on that circuit. Again, you’d be wise to 
have an electrician do the installation. Outlets 
in newer homes should be protected, but 
homes built before the code change are likely 
to have no protection at all. Be sure to check 
out one of the above forms of GFCIs. The 
portable ones should be cheapest and easiest 
to use, but less convenient in the long run. 
Whatever you do, try to get some protection 
in your kitchen and bathroom as soon as 
possible. 
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Rural TV SateDite Programming 
Once again Wayne-White Counties Electric has enhanced the Rural TV Satellite Pro¬ 

gramming Packages with more channels for the whole family to enjoy. 
Take a look at our new program lineup. 

Economy Basic Package 24 Channels $8.5O/month 

Annimal Planet CNN 
ESPN ESPN2 
Learning Channel MTV 
TBS TV Land 

CNNfn/Inter 
Family Channel 
Nashville Network 
LISA Network 

County Music TV 
Headline News 
Nick/Nick-Nite 
VH-1 

Discovery 
Home & Garden 
Nostalgia 
WGN 

E! 
KTLA 
Sci-Fi Chan 
WPIX 

Basic Package 33 Channels $11.50/month 

A&E 
CNN Inter 
ESPN2 
Learning Chan 
Rommance 
Weather Chan 

AMC 
CNBC 
Family Chan 
Lifetime 
TBS 
WGN 

Animal Planet 
Country Music TV 
Headline News 
MSNBC 
TNN 
WPIX 

Bravo 
Discovery 
History Channel 
MTV 
TV Land 

Cartoon Network CNN 
E! ESPN 
Home <SL Garden KTLA 
Nick/Nick at Nite Nostalgia 
USA Network VH-1 

Power Plus Primetime E/W 40 Channels $ 19.50/month 

AMC Animal Planet A&E Bravo Cartoon Network Country Music 

CNBC CNN CNNfn Discovery E! ESPN 

ESPN2 Family Channel fxM Headline News History Chan Indepen Film 

Learning Chan Lifetime TV KTLA MSNBC MTV Nick/Nick Nite 

Nostalgia TV Primetime E/W Rommance Clas Sci-Fi Channel TBS TNN 

TNT Turner Classics TV Land USA Network VH-1 Weather Ch 

WGN WPIX 

Top Choice Package 43 Basic Channels + 1 Premium $30.00/month 

AMC Animal Planet A&E Bravo Cartoon Network Comedy Central 

Country Music CNBC CNN CNNfn Discovery E! 

ESPN ESPN2 Family Channel fxM Headline News History Chan 

Home & Garden Indepen Film KDVR KTLA Learning Chan Lifetime TV 

MSNBC MTV Nick/Nick Nite Nostalgia TV Primetime E/W Rommance Clas 

Sci-Fi Channel TBS TNN TNT Turner Classics TV Land 

USA Network VH-1 Weather Ch WGN WPIX Choice 1 Premium 

PREMIUM CHANNELS 

HBO, CINEMAX, DISNEY, FUX, 
SHOWTIME & MOVIE CHANNEL 
& SPORTS PACKAGE 
Any on* prvmftun 17.95 
Any two premium* 14.95 
Any three premittms 20.95 
Any tour premium! 28.95 
Any five premiums 35.95 

Channels also 
available 

A La Carte 

\h 
«** To receive satellite programming, you must 

have a satellite dish and receiver already 
installed. An initial $10 fee required. Rural TV fee 
will appear on monthly electric bill. ® Call Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Cooperative Member Service 

Department 618-842-2196 for more information. 
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Wayne-White 
WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS • 618-842-2196 

N E W S 
Co-op people make the difference!!! 
Cyberspace.. .infrastructure.. .fiber 

optics. Today’s highly 
technical world is being de¬ 
fined by words that couldn’t 
be found in the dictionary 
just a few years, and even 
months, ago. 

The electric utility industry, 
along with other businesses 
and industries throughout 
America, is redefining itself 
with these terms and many 
more in order to keep pace 
with the rapidly changing and 
highly competitive environ¬ 
ment in which we must oper¬ 
ate. 

No matter what the future 
brings, electric co-ops like 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 
are working hard to meet the 
challenges of fast-paced 
changes to their industry. 
However, your electric coop¬ 
erative has one characteristic 
not shared by other electric 
utilities that will help it meet 
those challenges. 

It is locally owned and op¬ 
erated by the people it serves. 
That means conducting busi¬ 
ness the cooperative way 
through a locally elected 
board and an annual meeting 
where policy is set forth and 
voted on by the member-own¬ 
ers. 

It’s the “people” part—the 
personal involvement, the 
grassroots activities —that 
characterizes what electric co¬ 
ops are all about. 

Because electric co-ops are 
so closely linked to their com¬ 
munities, there are countless 
examples of activities that 
have the “co-op touch.” Con¬ 
ducting safety programs at 
schools, helping elderly citi¬ 
zens with a Gate Keeper as¬ 
sistance program, working 
with community organizations 
to get new businesses or new 
housing started, participating 
with civic groups in develop¬ 
ing and improving health-care 

and crime-watch programs, 
contributing computers or 
satellite dishes to schools, 
and promoting and financing 
economic development 
projects — the list of services 
is quite extensive. 

Why would an electric util¬ 
ity be involved in these kinds 
of activities? Because coop¬ 
eratives, since their very be¬ 
ginnings, have always played 
an important role in their 
communities. 

Service means not only 
making sure the electricity is 
flowing; but, also making 
sure that the community and 
its citizens are thriving and 
prospering. Service means 
helping friends, neighbors and 
business colleagues on Main 
Street and in rural areas, the 
people you see on a day-to- 
day basis. 

Service means reaching to¬ 
ward new horizons to make 
life better for everyone. 

Mark your calendar! 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative’s annual meeting will be held on Satur¬ 

day, April 25, at the Fairfield High School. 
This is a new schedule, and we hope it’s more convenient for you to attend. 

Hope to see you there! 

In this issue... 
Dishwasher savings 16b 

Home Safety 16c 
Water heater rebate  I6d 
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Home-cooked meals still 
important to Americans 
The traditional “Ozzie and 

Harriet-style” home-cooked 
evening meal is still impor¬ 
tant to Americans, according 
to a survey by Good House¬ 
keeping Magazine conducted 
with the Association of Home 
Appliance Manufacturers. Call 
it dinner, call it supper, but 
the evening meal is cooked 
daily on the stove 42 percent 
of the time. 

Some 92 percent of the 
501 female magazine sub¬ 
scribers said they cook a tra¬ 

ditional evening meal at least 
twice per week. Oven usage 
was reported at “two to three 
times weekly” by 82 percent 
answering the magazine sur¬ 
vey, which was conducted in 
the first quarter of 1997. 

Who’s doing all this cook¬ 
ing? Even though a large ma¬ 
jority of married men and 
women both work outside the 
home, women are still doing 
the big portion of the cook¬ 
ing, according to the survey. 
Women prepare the main 

meal 92 percent of the time; 
men just 4 percent of the 
time. 

As to who cleans up after 
dinner, the results were simi¬ 
lar. Women load the dish¬ 
washer 86 percent of the time 
versus only 7 percent for men 
and 3 percent for children. 
The numbers change slightly 
in terms of who unloads the 
dishwasher: 68 percent 
women, 13 percent men and 
5 percent children. 

Don’t let your dishwasher flush 
$$$ down the drain 
Add up how much electric¬ 

ity all those appliances in 
your home use, and pretty 
soon you’re talking real 
money on your electric bill. 
Your dishwasher is no excep¬ 
tion. 

About 80 percent of the en¬ 
ergy used by a dishwasher is 
for hot water, not for electric¬ 
ity to run the motor. So, U.S. 
Department of Energy (DOE) 
recommends doing the follow¬ 
ing to make your dishwasher 
more cost effective. 

• Check the owner’s 

manual for the recommended 
water temperature. Many have 
internal heating elements that 
will allow you to lower the 
temperature if it is set too 
high. 

• Scrape, don't rinse, large 
pieces of food and bones from 
dishes. Soak or prewash only 
when there is burned-on or 
dried-on food. 

• Fill your dishwasher be¬ 
fore each use — but don’t 
overload. 

• Do not use the “rinse 
hold” on your machine for 

just a few soiled dishes. This 
setting uses three to seven 
gallons of hot water. 

• Let your dishes air-dry 
instead of using the heat-dry¬ 
ing option. 

• Relax and enjoy the con¬ 
venience of having a dish¬ 
washer because dishwashers 
use less water than hand 
washing — about six gallons 
less per load. Dishwashers 
also do a better job of killing 
germs because they use hot¬ 
ter water than you would use 
with hand washing. 

A look at America’s electric co-ops 

29% of electric co-op members are urban 
You might be surprised to learn that 29 percent of 

electric co-op member-consumers are classified as 
urban dwellers. According to the National Rural Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association (NRECA), these con¬ 
sumer-members live in towns, cities and suburbs 
with at least 5,000 people. With electric co-ops serv¬ 
ing 30 million Americans, this means that 8.7 million 
of them are non-rural. Urban growth at electric co¬ 
ops is most common in the Southeast and Rocky 
Mountain states. 

(inifliotis) 

30 

Urban Rural 
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Five easy ways to make your home safer 
Take a few minutes for 

safety every day. Here are 
five ways to get you started 
and make your home electri¬ 
cally safe: 

• Put safety covers on un¬ 
used wall outlets so children 
can’t explore the outlets with 
tiny fingers. Replace any bro¬ 
ken wall plates. 

• If cords are frayed or 
cracked, replace them. Never 
nail or staple cords to the 
wall or floor. And keep furni¬ 

ture off the cords — even if 
they’re hiding under the car¬ 
pet. 

• Extension cords are 
meant to be used temporarily. 
It’s not safe to use them as 
permanent household wiring. 

• Use three-prong plugs in 
three-prong outlets. Never cut 
the third prong off to fit it 
into a two-prong outlet. And 
don’t force plugs into outlets 
if they don’t fit easily. You 
can start a fire that way or 

get a shock. 
• Install ground-fault cir¬ 

cuit interrupters in bathrooms 
and kitchens. They help pre¬ 
vent electrocutions where 
electricity and water might 
meet. 

Do you have questions 
about electrical safety? Please 
call WWCEC. As your mem¬ 
ber-owned electric utility, we 
will be glad to help you pro¬ 
tect your home and family. 

New law helps consumers fix errors 
on credit reports 

t may be human to err. 
However, if there are detri¬ 

mental errors on any of your 
credit reports, you need to fix 
them — immediately. A bad 
mark on a credit report can 
cause big problems when you 
want to buy a car or house, 
obtain a business loan or 
even rent an apartment. 

But the Council of Better 
Business Bureaus has good 
news for consumers. Recent 
changes to the Fair Credit 
Reporting Act (FCRA) give 
consumers new power to fix 
credit report errors. New re¬ 
sponsibilities have been im¬ 
posed on the credit reporting 
agencies and business that 
give them information. If you 
dispute an entry in your file, 
the creditor now must do sev¬ 

eral things: 1) conduct an in¬ 
vestigation; 2) review all rel¬ 
evant information; and 3) 
report inaccurate or incom¬ 
plete information to all na¬ 
tional credit bureaus. In 
addition, credit bureaus must 
now send all relevant evi¬ 
dence you give them about a 
disputed entry to the fur¬ 
nisher of the information. 

FCRA changes also impose 
new requirements on the 
credit bureaus concerning file 
information that is disputed 
by the consumer. For the first 
time, credit bureaus must 
consider and transmit to the 
furnisher all relevant evidence 
submitted by the consumer. 

Credit reporting agencies 
now have a 30-day limit to 
resolve a consumer’s dispute. 

Once information is deleted, 
the credit bureaus can no 
longer reinsert it unless the 
entity supplying the informa¬ 
tion certifies that the item is 
complete and accurate. In ad¬ 
dition, the credit bureau must 
notify you within five days. 

Obtain copies of your credit 
reports yearly. By law, infor¬ 
mation can remain on a 
credit report for up to seven 
years (bankruptcy information 
up to 10 years). 

For information on how to 
obtain copies of your credit 
reports, contact the Council 
of Better Business Bureaus, 
4200 Wilson Blvd., Arlington, 
VA 22203. Telephone (703) 
276-0100; Fax(703)525- 
8277. Visit their web site at 
www.bbb.org. 

Be Prepared! 
Driving in winter means being prepared for the unexpected —like downed power lines. 

If you see a downed line, don't touch it. Please call our emergency number immedi¬ 
ately and we will be there as soon as possible. 

We're your local electric cooperative and we're committed to your safety 
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Special 
Water heater 

52-gallon Freedom electric 
water heaters built 
by State Industries 

regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 

* R-20 insulation * The amazing Lime Eliminator — 
* Five-year warranty self-cleaning — reduces lime 

buildup automatically 

Available at Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative office in Fairfield 
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Wayne-White 
WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS • 618-842-2196 

NEWS 

Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 
RO. Drawer E 
Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

Dear Member: 

Your board of directors, the staff and employees invite 
you to your 61st annual meeting to be held Saturday, 
April 25, at the Fairfield Community High School gym¬ 
nasium. Registration and breakfast will begin at 8 a.m. 

We will also feature a live line demonstration. 
We hope you will find the time to come to your annual 

meeting this year. This is one way that we can become 
better acquainted with each other, and by your interest, 
your cooperative will prosper. It will be a chance to meet 
old friends and acquaintances and have a good time. 

You will be receiving the program book of the meeting 
soon. Bring this program with you to the meeting. Tear 
out the card to speed the registration. Later it will be 
used for drawing of the prizes. 

Keep in mind the meeting will be held on a Saturday 
morning and well be serving breakfast. 

We hope to see you April 25 at the Fairfield Commu¬ 
nity High School gym. 

Your board of directors 

“Owned By Those We Serve" 

In this issue... 
Annual meeting  
Safety demonstration  
Water heater savings  
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Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

1998 Annual Meeting 

Saturday, 
April 25 

Fairfield Community High 
School Gymnasium 

Attendance 
prizes 

Experience something new! 

Free breakfast 
Registration at 8 a.m. 

Begin serving breakfast at 8 a.m. 

Bring your program book with 
you to register for drawings! 
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See a live line demonstration 

Business 
meeting begins 

at 10 a.m. 

Door prize 
Each member 
attending will 
receive a 
$5 credit on their 
June 1 
electric bill. 

IVsfor you . . . the member, 
bring your family and enjoy! 
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SPECIAL 
water heater 

52-gallon Freedom electric 
water heater built 
by State Industries 

regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 

• R-20 insulation 
• The amazing LimeEliminator — 

self-cleaning — 
reduces lime buildup automatically 

• Five-year warranty 

Available at Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative office in Fairfield 
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Wayne-White 
WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS • 618-842-2196 

N E W S 
Focusing on what matters — the consumer 

The consumer comes first. 
That is the driving motiva¬ 

tion behind Wayne-White 
Counties Electric 
Cooperative’s work. It doesn’t 
take a lot of fancy words to 
understand the difference be¬ 
tween your local electric coop¬ 
erative and other utility 
companies that want to pro¬ 
vide energy services to you. 

Simply put, if something — 
a policy, a service, a way of 
doing business — is good for 
the member-consumers, then 
it is good for the electric co¬ 
op, too. Contrast this philoso¬ 
phy with that of the big 
power companies. Making a 
profit is first and foremost 
with them. That’s all well and 
good — unless there is a 
clash between profits for the 
company, and serving con¬ 
sumers and their communi¬ 
ties. 

When that happens, guess 
who wins? Whom would you 
rather have serving you? An 
investor-owned utility that ex¬ 
ists to take money out of 
your pocket and out of the 
community? Or would you 
rather get your electricity 
from your electric cooperative 
that is in business to serve 
you and help you keep your 
hard-earned dollars in your 
pocket and your community? 

The choice is simple be¬ 
cause the philosophy of 

Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative is simple: Mem¬ 
ber-consumers are the co-op, 
so if it’s good for them, it has 
to be good for the co-op itself. 

However, the reasons your 
electric cooperative looks out 
for your interests better than 
a big power company goes 
way beyond differences in 
business philosophy. The men 
and women who work for you 
at your cooperative are in a 
better position to protect your 
interests in the debate over 
the future of the electric util¬ 
ity industry. Why? They live 
and work in the same com¬ 
munity you do, and they are 
attuned to paying attention to 
what you are saying. And, 
your electric cooperative is 
run by an elected board of 
directors — your friends and 
neighbors — who have a duty 
to put consumers first. 

Today, Americans all 
across the nation are begin¬ 
ning to realize just how spe¬ 
cial and unique cooperative 
businesses can be in finding 
solutions to local problems 
and needs. As the laws gov¬ 
erning how utility companies 
operate continue to change in 
state after state, consumers 
are discovering that the best 
way to find solutions to com¬ 
munity problems is to em¬ 
power themselves to solve 
those problems. That’s a co¬ 

operative way of getting a job 
done — it puts the member- 
consumer first. 

Nearly 60 years ago, hard¬ 
working families in your com¬ 
munity teamed up and 
organized Wayne-White Coun¬ 
ties Electric Cooperative to 
bring electric power to their 
homes and businesses. The 
big power companies had 
turned their backs and re¬ 
fused to help because they 
didn’t believe there was 
money to be made. Your 
needs as a consumer did not 
come first — the interest of 
the power company came 
first. 

Today, it seems cooperative 
businesses across the nation 
are becoming more popular. 
People are weary of dealing 
with distant corporations and 
are frustrated with inatten¬ 
tive, large bureaucracies. And, 
they want to feel that they 
are more than just a statistic. 

In fact, national research 
confirms that electric coopera¬ 
tives nationwide get far better 
ratings on service than any 
other group of utility compa¬ 
nies. We are recognized for 
our local orientation, our at¬ 
tention to detail and, prima¬ 
rily, putting you — our 
consumers — ahead of all 
other priorities. In research 
recently conducted for electric 

(continued on 16d) 

In this issue... 
Energy-saving construction methods 16b 
Recipe for electrical safety 16b 

Energy-saving tips for your kitchen 16c 
Safety tip: Multiple plug adaptors are for temporary use only  16d 
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Energy-saving construction methods 
Building tip #1 — With spring just around 

the corner, now is the time of year when 
many members begin making plans to build 
their special dream home. Unfortunately, 
many of these homes will be built using tech¬ 
niques that will ultimately cost the member 
extra money for heating and cooling bills. 

Beginning this month, your cooperative will 
provide you with building techniques that not 
only will save you money, but will make your 
dream home as comfortable as possible. By 

the way, many of these techniques cost little 
or nothing to incorporate. 

During the next several months, we will 
spotlight a building tip in each Wayne-White 
Counties Electric Cooperative center section. 
These tips will all come from the “Guide to 
Energy Efficient Construction Standards” 
booklet. In order to receive a copy of the 
booklet, please feel free to contact the coop¬ 
erative office. 

Construction Standards 
Please note that we are using excerpts from the book “A Guide to Energy Efficient Construction 
Standards.” Since we aren’t referring to every illustration, our numbering appears to be off. The 
whole book is free from your co-op. 

Walls 
All exterior walls should be framed using 

corner and partition posts as shown in Figure 
4. This type of construction minimizes air 
pockets and allows for full insulation of the 
exterior walls. If you have heard critics of 
tight home construction state that a tight 
home causes moisture and mildew in the cor¬ 
ners, they are not fully insulating corner and 
partition posts, such as Figure 5. As men¬ 

tioned, cold corners can cause condensation 
to occur and if left unchecked, mildew can 
appear. This new type of corner prevents that. 
It is also easier to frame, as the framing 
members can be built in place, rather than 

having to “pre-build" a corner or partition 
post. 

If you are using 2x6 exterior walls, studs 
could be placed on 24" centers, unless the 
wall is supporting a room above (second 
story). Placing 2 x 6’s on 16" centers lowers 
the thermal efficiency of the wall. A stud has 
approximately one square foot of exterior sur¬ 
face area, and each 2x6 stud has an R- 
value of 6.875. Each additional stud therefore 
lowers the R-value 12 points for a square foot 
of wall. On a wall 50 feet long, there would 
be 12 more studs if placed on 16" centers 
versus 24" centers. This would lower the ther¬ 
mal resistance of 12 square feet of the wall 
(or 3 percent of the wall) by 12.12 R-value 
points. 

If you are using 2x6 exterior walls, you 
should also use insulated headers over doors 
and windows, as in Figure 8. Using expanded 
polyurethane provides a rigid backing for the 
plywood and brings the overall R-value of the 
header to 15.11, not much different than the 
R-19 of the remainder of the wall. 
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Recipe for electrical appliance safety 
Preparation Time: 5 min¬ 
utes. 
Ingredients: Cords, hair dry¬ 
ers, curling irons, plugs, ra¬ 
dios, toasters, microwaves, 
fuses and circuit breakers. 
Directions: 
• Check all power cords and 

plugs for breaks or dam¬ 
aged insulation. 

• Check plugs to be sure 
they are in good condition. 

• Keep all appliances such as 
toasters, microwaves, hair 
dryers, curling irons and 
radios away from sinks and 
water. Electricity and wa¬ 
ter do not mix. 

• If a circuit breaker keeps 
tripping or fuses keep 
blowing, first check to see 
if you have too many appli¬ 
ances on the circuit. In¬ 
spect cords and outlets. If 
the problem persists, have 
appliances inspected by 
qualified service personnel 
or have the wiring checked 
by a qualified electrician. 

• Mix all ingredients together 
following the directions and 
cook up a recipe to save 
lives. 

Serves: Everyone. 

Energy-saving tips for your kitchen 
Have you exhausted your 

little bag of tricks that 
help you cut energy costs? 
Never assume you’ve thought 

of everything! Your elec¬ 
tric co-op offers the 

• Do you own gas appli¬ 
ances? Look for blue flames 
— yellow flames mean the 
gas is burning inefficiently 
and needs adjustment. 

• If possible, use small 
electric pans or toaster ovens 
for small meals rather than 
your large stove or oven. A 
toaster oven uses one-third to 
one-half the energy of a regu¬ 
lar oven. 

• Use pressure cookers and 
microwave ovens whenever it 
is convenient to do so. They 

can save energy by signifi¬ 
cantly reducing cooking time. 

• If you cook with electric¬ 
ity, turn off the burners and/ 
or oven several minutes be¬ 
fore you’re done cooking. The 
heating element stays hot 
long enough to finish the job 
without using more electricity. 

If you need more energy¬ 
saving tips, contact your elec¬ 
tric cooperative. Your co-op 
will be glad to help you find 
ways to reduce your monthly 
energy bill. 

Office closing 
Your cooperative office will 

be closed Monday, May 25, in 
observance of the Memorial Day 
holiday. The cooperative office 
will open for normal business 

hours on Tuesday, May 26. 
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Safety tip: Multiple plug adaptors are for 
temporary use only 

Have you ever needed to 
plug more than two items 

into a standard duplex elec¬ 
trical box? If you did, did you 
use one of those multiple 
plug adaptors otherwise 
known as a temporary tap to 
solve the problem? Most 
people use the multiple plug 
adaptor as a permanent solu¬ 
tion and are completely un¬ 
aware of the dangers in doing 
so. Using a multiple plug 
adaptor on a permanent basis 
is a serious safety hazard 
that can be easily avoided. 
Each year, there are approxi¬ 
mately 150,000 fires which 
occur in the home that are 
caused by electricity related 
incidents. 

Multiple plug adaptors are 
easy to overload. If they are 
overloaded, you may be fortu¬ 
nate enough to merely blow a 
fuse or cause your breaker to 
operate and shut off. If this 
is happening, and especially if 
it happens frequently, you 
have a very serious problem. 
Unplug the equipment on 
that circuit and have a quali¬ 
fied repairman or electrician 
evaluate the situation. To 
help you picture what hap¬ 

pens in an overloaded circuit, 
think of a balloon that is 
filled with water. Maybe the 
balloon can adequately hold a 
half gallon of water. You de¬ 
cide to add an additional one- 
half gallon of water to the 
balloon for a total of one gal¬ 
lon. The balloon seems to 
hold it with no apparent 
problem. Nonetheless, each 
time you add the additional 
one-half gallon of water, you 
weaken the balloon. Eventu¬ 
ally, the balloon will burst if 
you continue to overload it. 
The same can happen to an 
electrical circuit. It may be 
able to handle the overload 
for a while but eventually it 
will burst. Fuses and break¬ 
ers are designed to relieve the 
pressure before the wire 
starts to heat and weaken. 
You also need to be con¬ 
cerned about poor connec¬ 
tions that can cause heat 
buildup and the weakening of 
electrical contacts. In either 
situation anything can hap¬ 
pen when power is moving 
through the wire of an over¬ 
loaded circuit and the poten¬ 
tial is there to start a fire. 

The solution to needing 

more outlets is to have a cer¬ 
tified electrician install a 
larger (double duplex) electri¬ 
cal box. The electrician will 
go one step further and check 
the circuit to make sure that 
it can carry the load that you 
intend to put on it. If one of 
the items that you intend to 
plug into the electrical box is 
a large appliance, the electri¬ 
cian will install a separate 
circuit to adequately handle 
the load. 

Your home can be wired to 
handle any kind of load that 
you desire. However, the 
proper size wire, fuses or 
breakers and number of cir¬ 
cuits must be used to ensure 
adequate and safe use of 
electricity. Remember, mul¬ 
tiple plug adaptors are for 
temporary use only. Anything 
else is not safe and could 
lead to a fire. It should be 
noted that power strips and 
surge protectors are not con¬ 
sidered multiple plug adap¬ 
tors. They typically have a 
fuse built into them which 
will prevent overloading of a 
circuit. 

the consumer (continued from 16a) Focusing on what matters — 

cooperatives, 85 percent of 
member-consumers said their 
electric co-op is “providing 
quality service,” and 80 per¬ 
cent said it is “being respon¬ 
sive to customers.” 
Furthermore, 69 percent 
agreed that co-ops are re¬ 
sponsive and close to the 

community. 
These results of this re¬ 

search should not be surpris¬ 
ing. I have found electric 
cooperatives to be businesses 
where honesty, integrity and 
cooperation are the norm. 
That’s because member-con¬ 

sumers are the cooperative, 
and the driving force behind 
everything the cooperative 
does is the consumer. At 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative, the consumer 
comes first — and that 
means you. 

Member Owned • Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically • Member Owned * Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically 

16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ MAY 1998 



Wayne-White 
WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS • 618-842-2196 

N E W S 
WWCEC returns $3.1 million to members 

Three area men re-elected to the WWCEC board of directors at the 
co-ops annual meeting, held Saturday, April 25, at the Fairfield High 
School in Fairfield. From left to right are Steve Becker of McLeansboro, 
Mike Beehn of Bluford, Donald Me of Albion and President/CEO Jack 
Young. 

From late 1996 through 
1997 Wayne-White 
Counties Electric Coop¬ 

erative returned over $3.1 
million to its member-owners, 
it was announced at the 
cooperative’s 61st annual 
meeting. The meeting was 
held Saturday, April 25, at 
Fairfield High School, 
Fairfield. 

In December, 1996 the first 
$500,000 was returned as a 
rebate based on kwh con¬ 
sumption. The same amount 
was also rebated in 1997. An¬ 
other $544,000 was returned 
to the members in the form 
of capital credit checks dur¬ 
ing 1997. This was the first 
year since 1987 that the co¬ 
operative was able to return 
capital credits to the member¬ 
ship. 

Curtis Endsley of Mt. Erie, 
chairman, announced the 
best news, a 7.5 percent rate 
decrease went into effect dur¬ 
ing 1997. Members saw a to¬ 
tal of $1.6 million in rate 
reductions. “We are confident 
that as we move closer to a 
fully deregulated electric in¬ 
dustry, Wayne-White Electric 
will be able to compete with 
alternative power suppliers,” 
he said. 

Wayne-White Electric also 
recognizes the importance of 
commitment to community, 

said Endsley. As an example 
he said, “In February, 1997, 
Wayne-White received a rural 
economic development loan of 
$400,000. The loan will assist 
in expanding of Fairfield Me¬ 
morial Hospital, the medical 
facility that is used by a large 
percentage of our members. 
As the loan money is repaid 
to Wayne-White, we will be 
able to use it for low-interest 
loans to benefit economic de¬ 
velopment projects throughout 
our service territory.” 

James Deen of 
McLeansboro, treasurer, said 

in his report that in addition 
to the 7.5 percent rate reduc¬ 
tion, $500,000 rebate and 
$540,000 capital credit re¬ 
fund, margins of nearly $2.3 
million were allocated to 
members’ capital credit ac¬ 
counts during 1997. As a 
nonprofit electric utility, 
Wayne-White Electric will re¬ 
turn margins to members at 
a future date, when it is eco¬ 
nomically prudent to do so. 

Deen said the cooperative 
was committed to an aggres¬ 
sive work plan that would up¬ 
grade the electric system to 

In this issue... 
Annual Meeting Highlites 16a-16e 

Youth Day Highlites  16f-16g 

Water Heater Rebate Offer  16h 

Member Owned • Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically • Member Owned • Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically 

JUNE 1998 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



There was a good turnout for the breakfast meeting. You may Members cast their ballots, 
be able to see yourself in this photo. 

insure the locally-owned coop¬ 
erative could continue to pro¬ 
vide dependable service. As 
an example he said the coop¬ 
erative began construction on 
a new substation near Carmi 
that would provide better ser¬ 
vice to large commercial 
members in that area. 

Jack Young, president/CEO 
of Wayne-White, said the co¬ 
operative is involved in help¬ 
ing provide safe drinking 
water to rural areas. “We are 
active in the Eastgate Water 
project, which has as its goal 
the construction of a water 
transmission loop to serve the 
rural water districts in the 
area. We hope that we will 
soon be able to offer a per¬ 
sonal emergency response 
system known as ICARE. It 
will make it possible for an 
individual to have nearly im¬ 
mediate contact with the ap¬ 
propriate people if a crisis 
arises. We will also have 
available to our members a 
home surge protection pack¬ 
age,” said Young. 

Young also told the mem¬ 
bers that the cooperative refi¬ 
nanced its debt with the 
Rural Utilities Service (for¬ 
merly the REA). Money for 
the loan buy out will be bor¬ 
rowed from the National Ru- 

Curtis Endsley, president, 
speaks. 

ral Utilities Cooperative Fi¬ 
nance Corporation, a 
cooperatively-owned financing 
institution. Young said the 
first phase of the loan buy 
out was completed on March 
19, and saved the cooperative 
$610,000. 

Young also briefly outlined 
the major points of the Illi¬ 
nois electric utility deregula¬ 
tion law. The law mandates 
rate reductions for 
investor-owned utilities in 
1998, and several dates for 
phase in of customer choice, 
starting with business cus¬ 
tomers in October 1, 1999 
and ending in May 1, 2002 
with choice for all remaining 
investor-owned utility custom- 

President/CEO Jack Young gives 
his report. 

ers. 
“As this process continues, 

I am sure there are going to 
be both winners and losers,” 
said Young. “Your board of di¬ 
rectors, myself, and all the 
employees of Wayne-White 
Electric intend to work dili¬ 
gently to make sure that our 
members do not appear on 
the losing side of the equa¬ 
tion.” 

The meeting’s featured 
speaker, Earl Struck, presi¬ 
dent/CEO of the Association 
of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives said, “Electricity is the 
only remaining monopoly in 
our country. We have deregu¬ 
lated all other industries. Un¬ 
der deregulation, the theory is 
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Directors receive awards. From left are Mike Beehn, 
Delman Bradshaw, Edward Baumgart, John Dozier and 
Jack Young, president/CEO. (Don lies is behind Young) 

Dale Harris receives his service award from 
Jack Young. 

Employee Judy Colyer hands out literature at the co-op’s Jack Young presents a service award to Keith 
display. 
that consumers will be able 
to buy their electric energy 
just as they can any of the 
other items. It sounds pretty 
good and makes a lot of 
sense. I hope that it works 
well. But maybe we should 
look at some of the other in¬ 
dustries that have been de¬ 
regulated in recent years. We 
deregulated the airline indus¬ 
try. If you live in New York, 
you can go to Los Angeles 
and back less expensively 
than before deregulation. But 
if you live in Mt Vernon, Illi¬ 
nois, and want to go to Ama¬ 
rillo, Texas, it is going to cost 
you a lot more,” said Struck. 

Struck also reminded the 

Ellis. 
members that deregulation of 
the telecommunications in¬ 
dustry may have reduced 
telephone bills for some large 
businesses, but many resi¬ 
dential consumers saw little 
reduction, confusing bills and 
telephone calls during the 
evening meal from long dis¬ 
tance suppliers. 

Struck said electric coop¬ 
eratives joined with 
municipally-owned utilities, 
like Fairfield, to assure that 
local, consumer-owned utili¬ 
ties could control the deregu¬ 
lation decision. “You will not 
have the state legislature. 
Congress or some regulatory 
agency, or anyone else telling 

you how to run your coopera¬ 
tive. It belongs to you. You 
have an investment in it. You 
own it and you should con¬ 
trol it. You do that through 
your board of directors. You 
will elect people in whom you 
have faith, trust and confi¬ 
dence, friends and neighbors 
that you select to come in 
and run this business you 
own. That is the best system 
I've ever seen,” said Struck. 

Struck said electric coop¬ 
eratives will have three op¬ 
tions under the deregulation 
law. Each board can decide 
to keep things as they are for 
the time being. Or they can 
decide to keep things as they 

Member Owned • Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically • Member Owned • Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically 

JUNE 1998 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



are except allow one or more 
members to shop around. Or 
finally, they can decide to 
open the cooperative’s terri¬ 
tory to competitors and that 
the cooperative can also go 
outside of its territory and 
sell electricity to others. 

Young said, “That decision 
will be made at some time in 
the future by your board of 
directors after a very thor¬ 
ough analysis of the options 
available and the desires of 
our members.” 

Members of the cooperative 
voted on one amendment to 
Wayne-White’s articles of in¬ 
corporation and six amend¬ 
ments to the bylaws. 
Although one amendment to 
waive the current $5 new 
membership fee received some 
questions and discussion, all 
seven resolutions passed. 
“Chairman Endsley said, “We 
believe that passage of these 
resolutions will greatly en¬ 
hance your cooperative’s abil¬ 
ity to do business and 
compete in the approaching 
deregulated environment.” 

Also during the meeting, 
members voted to reelect 
three directors. They were 
Donald He of Albion, Steve 
Becker of McLeansboro and 
Mike Beehm of Bluford. Fol¬ 
lowing the meeting the board 
met to reorganize and elected 
Ed Baumgart of Carmi as 
chairman, James Deen of 
McLeansboro as 
vice-chairman and Delman 
Bradshaw of Fairfield as trea¬ 
surer. John Dozier of Mill 
Shoals was reelected as secre¬ 
tary. 

Wayne-White Electric Coop¬ 
erative serves 13,446 mem¬ 
bers throughout portions of 
Clay, Edwards, Franklin, 
Gallatin, Hamiltion, Jefferson, 
Marion, Richland, Wabash, 
Wayne and White counties. 

The Live Line Demo held everyone’s attention. 

Lineman David Bailey shows a piece of equipment to a member. 

Erin Halley explains a system map to a member. 
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There was an interesting display of lineman’s equipment. 

This year’s meeting was held in the morning, and the breakfast was 
popular. 

Katy Gwaltney, one of two 
WWCEC representatives on last 
year’s Youth to Washington tour, 
told of her experiences on the trip. 

Lindsey Ulm also told of her Youth 
to Washington tour. 

Employee Lisa Grimes, hosted a 
young lady at the meeting. 

What every well-dressed lineman 
wears to work these days. Such 
attire really turns heads in the 
countryside. 

Employees Mike Richardson and 
Clarence Reid show a line truck 
to a young visitor. 
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It was a long day for the 10 young people who took part in the Illinois Rural Electric and Telephone Youth 
Day in Springfield on Wednesday, April 22, since they had to get up in time to be driven to Springfield for 
the 8:30 a.m. registration. But it was a worthwhile day, too, as they had an opportunity to visit with area 
legislators. In this photo, they’re pictured with Sen. Bill O’Daniel on the Senate floor. Pictured are, front 
row from left, Amy Starks, Jenny Belcher, Brooke Wheeler and Melanie Beeson, In the second row, from 
left, are Ryan Frymire, Blake Whetstone, Aaron Dauby, Judy Colyer (chaperone), Sen. O’Daniel, Nikki 
Tarrant, Dan Allen and Jonathan Absher. The photos on these pages show scenes from the trip. 

One of the stops on 
the tour was the Ex¬ 
ecutive Mansion, 
and these youths 
await an opportunity 
to enter for their 
guided tour. 

The tour of the Executive Mansion included a stop The massive circular stairway is a fascinating part 
at the lavishly appointed dining room. of the mansion’s architecture. 
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A visit with state legislators was on the agenda. 
Here, a group of students visits with Rep. David 
Phelps of Eldorado. 

The capitol was an interesting stop. 

The students had a chance to relax a little in the 
middle of a hectic day. 

No day-long event is complete without a meal func¬ 
tion. Here, students tear into the buffet. 

There were game shows to test the students’ knowl¬ 
edge of current events and the rural electrification 
program. 

As the game show progressed, it was occasionally 
necessary to let the audience know when applause 
was appropriate. 
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SPECIAL 
water heater 

52-gallon Freedom electric 
water heater built 
by State Industries 

regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 

• R-20 insulation 
• The amazing LimeEliminator — 

self-cleaning — 
reduces lime buildup automatically 

• Six-year warranty 

Available at Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative office in Fairfield 
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Wayne-White 
WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS • 618-842-2196 

N E W S 

Power supply shortages possible again 
this summer 
According to the North 

American Electric Reliabil¬ 

ity Council, there is a strong 

possibility of power shortages 

this summer in northern Illi¬ 

nois and Wisconsin. The 

same conditions prevail as in 

1997; the unavailability of 

several large nuclear units 

and other generating stations 

in the region; limited trans¬ 

mission line capacity to im¬ 

port the amount of electricity 

needed from areas with ex¬ 

cess generation. 

If the weather is unusually 

hot for an extended period of 

time, the probability of rolling 

power outages of two-hours 

duration worsens. A rolling 

outage means that complete 

circuits or complete substa¬ 

ontestants in Wayne- 

White Counties Electric 

Cooperative’s 1998 Youth to 

Washington essay contest 

were required to submit es¬ 

says on how deregulation will 

tions are automatically dis¬ 

connected for two hours then 

turned back on as other com¬ 

plete circuits or substations 

are disconnected. This will oc¬ 

cur until the demand for elec¬ 

tricity slackens sometime in 

the evening. 

Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative and other 

utilities throughout the region 

are working to prevent pos¬ 

sible blackouts, but also 

warning customers so they 

can prepare for the possibil¬ 

ity. If a peak demand situa¬ 

tion occurs, a peak warning 

will be issued. Peak demand 

can occur anytime between 

noon and 8 p.m. 

Normal demand control 

procedures will go into effect 

affect electric cooperatives, 

and two were chosen by the 

judges to represent the co-op 

on that tour. Aaron Dauby, 

son of Randy and Cretia 

Dauby of Enfield, and Jenny 

throughout the entire region. 

Locally, WWCEC will be ask¬ 

ing its interruptible commer¬ 

cial accounts to curtail their 

usage. Radio stations will be 

asked to make peak alert an¬ 

nouncements and voluntary 

load reduction by consumers 

will be urged. 

If the above voluntary in¬ 

terruptions are not enough, 

then rolling blackouts may be 

necessary. Individual substa¬ 

tions and circuits will be 

turned off for approximately 

two hours. This situation will 

be avoided if possible, but the 

priority will be to keep the 

network intact and keep all 

generating units on-line. 

part 

Belcher, daughter of Keith and 

Rebecca Belcher of 

McLeansboro, entered the win¬ 

ning essays. The tour left for 

Washington on June 12, and 

returned on the 19th. 

Aaron Dauby and Jenny Belcher take 
in Youth to Washington tour 

In this issue... 
Essay by Aaron Dauby 16b 

Essay by Jenny Belcher 16c 

Water heater special  16d 

Member Owned • Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically • Member Owned • Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically 

JULY 1998 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



How deregulation will affect electric cooperatives 
by Aaron Dauby Imagine the average con¬ 

sumer walking through the 
door of his home, reaching for 
the light switch and turning 
on the electricity. Flipping 
that switch, the average con¬ 
sumer does not really think 
what electricity rates are or 
how much the electricity bill 
will cost. The average con¬ 
sumer just wants light so 
that they are able to see. 
“Over the years homeowners 
have tried to conserve their 
energy, turning off unneeded 
lights and buying energy-mi¬ 
ser appliances (Bent).” Under 
the law we have now, electri¬ 
cal companies are supposed 
to serve all customers in a 
certain assigned area. These 
customers are only able to re¬ 
ceive power from the electrical 
company assigned to them. 
This is the way the govern¬ 
ment started all electrical 
companies since the beginning 
of electricity. Now, the govern¬ 
ment has decided to deregu¬ 
late electrical cooperatives, 
supposedly giving the con¬ 
sumers the choice of what 
electrical company they would 
want. This leads to the simple 
question, will this end up 
helping the average consumer 
or only hurting the average 
consumer? My position is that 
deregulation will only end up 
hurting all the small consum¬ 
ers, leaving us, the rural con¬ 
sumers, with unreliable 
service, higher rates, and a 
suffering environment. 

Reliability is one of the key 
aspects that everyone needs 
to be aware of as deregulation 
occurs at this point in time. 
Right now, the rural con¬ 
sumer feels that their electri¬ 
cal companies begin to merge, 
reliability could decrease. In 
fact, many companies are 
presently merging with larger 
electrical companies. Take, for 
example, the merging of Cen¬ 
tral Illinois Public Service 
Company with Union Electric 

of St. Louis, a division of 
Ameren, which occurred on 
March 1998. Also, many con¬ 
sumers will be provided by 
some suppliers that do not 
own any generating stations 
at all. These suppliers will 
provide power by buying un¬ 
der contract from those sup¬ 
pliers that already own 
generating stations (The Elec¬ 
tric Marketplace 2). The so 
called bargain providers may 
simply turn out to be a very 
unreliable power provider. As 
a result, development will be 
a big factor in business and 
industry that demands and 
expects reliable power. Reli¬ 
able power is critical to the 
manufacturing process and if 
power is not dependable, the 
advantage bargain power dis¬ 
appears very rapidly. With all 
the new business and merg¬ 
ing at hand, the average con¬ 
sumer would be prone to 
neglect, suffering from a less¬ 
ening of electricity. 

If the deregulation bill was 
to pass in the Illinois Con¬ 
gress, the question of whether 
it would eventually cut the 
costs to the average consumer 
or increase the electrical rates 
to the average consumer 
would occur. “Issues for the 
small consumer will not be 
addressed at any significant 
level and will only be brushed 
aside in a flurry of promises 
as the big electrical compa¬ 
nies duke it out for market 
share (Electrical World May 
97).” Electrical companies will 
flock to the large consumers 
of electricity, hook them up, 
get settled, then look to see if 
there are any potential service 
areas near the city. The Idaho 
Public Utilities Commission — 
after a two-year study — con¬ 
cluded in August that deregu¬ 
lation was not in the public 
interest because it would help 
only a few large users and 
force all other customers in 
Idaho to compete with outside 
groups for the states low-cost 

hydropower (Electrical World 
May 97).” 

The average consumer is 
told they will get lower rates 
on their electricity bills from 
deregulation. This may be 
true, but what one may not 
know, is that eventually the 
environment could end up 
suffering. As electrical compa¬ 
nies search for a way of low¬ 
ering rates, they will look for 
the easiest and cheapest way 
of making electricity. By using 
coal fired plants, nuclear 
power plants, natural gas 
fired stations, and oil fired 
stations, the electrical compa¬ 
nies will run these plants, 
hoping to keep a low-cost on 
their generating plants. “The 
environment could suffer as 
the utilities, succumbing to 
competitive pressures, rely on 
older, lower-cost generating 
plants that burn heavily pol¬ 
luting fossil fuels and radia¬ 
tion (Consumer Reports June 
97).” 

Deregulation, which has 
swept through industry after 
industry since the late 1970s, 
is now rolling over the last 
and largest monopoly power, 
electric utilities. Although, it 
will likely be several years be¬ 
fore consumers will be asked 
to decide which electric com¬ 
pany they would want to 
choose. Electrical consumers 
all over the nation need to 
check out deregulation for 
what it truly gives, which in¬ 
cludes unreliable service, an 
increase in electrical rates, 
and the demise of the envi¬ 
ronment. I believe, it is the 
basic need of all average con¬ 
sumers to set down and ana¬ 
lyze electrical deregulation for 
what it truly is, a waste of 
time and money for the aver¬ 
age consumer. I base my 
opinion on the unreliable ser¬ 
vice, the higher rates, and the 
suffering environment caused 
by electrical deregulation. 
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How deregulation will affect electric cooperatives 
by Jenny Belcher Rural cooperatives and mu¬ 

nicipal utilities have taken 
a mindful look at deregula¬ 
tion. The fear: Choice will al¬ 
low investor-owned utilities to 
skim off large users and leave 
the munis and co-ops with 
small, geographically dis¬ 
persed rural users and rising 
costs. (Kemezis 24) 

In the past, the electric in¬ 
dustry has always been regu¬ 
lated in order to guarantee 
electricity that is reasonably 
priced. Recently, this concept 
has been reevaluated, and 
many feel that there should 
be a more competitive market. 
They believe that this would, 
more than likely, lower prices 
for everyone. This process is 
called deregulation. Deregula¬ 
tion of the electric coopera¬ 
tives would enable the 
consumer to buy electricity 
from any company they 
choose. However, the power 
they receive will be from the 
same company with which 
their business is now. As for 
the outcome of this change, 
only time will tell. There are 
many risks involved, and the 
results are very difficult to 
predict. There could be many 
benefits for the large urban 
areas, but will rural commu¬ 
nities be “left in the dark?” 
(Consumer Reports 60, 
Xeroxed Information) Accord¬ 
ing to my research, rural 
America will suffer due to this 
deregulation. There are many 
issues which should be care¬ 
fully reviewed before making 
such a drastic change in the 
electric power industry. (East¬ 
ern Main Electric Cooperative, 
“Deregulation in the Electric 
Industry,” Internet) 

Utility deregulation is a 
very serious and complex 
matter which should be re¬ 
searched thoroughly before 
taking action. Many people 
question the sudden need to 
change the whole system now. 
“Why tackle all the riddles of 

one of the most complex and 
technical industries in the 
world, when most customers 
have all they care about — 
lights that go on when you 
flick the switch?” (Bent 20) 
For seventy years the electric 
power industry has been very 
strictly regulated. The sole 
purpose of regulating was to 
guarantee fair prices and ser¬ 
vice for everyone. Before this, 
rural areas did not receive the 
service they deserved. As a 
result, “Congress was forced 
to break up the trusts con¬ 
trolling what had become a 
corrupt industry.” (Bent 29) 

The same corruption could 
happen again. Deregulated 
monopolies will raise prices 
and decrease service, espe¬ 
cially in rural communities 
which cost the most for elec¬ 
tric companies to supply with 
power. “A recent industry sur¬ 
vey revealed that ninety-three 
percent of surveyed power 
companies anticipated greater 
consolidation.” (Barry, 
Xeroxed Information) Large in¬ 
dustrial companies and urban 
areas will be the only ones, if 
any, to benefit from utility de¬ 
regulation. This is where the 
concept of “cherry-picking” 
would come into play. 
“Cherry-picking” simply means 
that electric power companies 
will give first priority and ser¬ 
vice to the largest customers. 
Rural areas, farms, and small 
businesses will be ignored 
completely if these companies 
are not required to supply 
them with power. (Kemezis 
26) It is for this reason why 
the more populated areas in 
Illinois are the ones who are 
the most supportive of House 
Bill 362. According to this 
bill, “all residential customers 
will be eligible to choose an¬ 
other electric supplier in the 
year 2002.” Many consumers 
are unaware that electric 
power companies may not be 
obligated to serve customers 
who live in areas that are not 

profitable to service. (Barry, 
Xeroxed Information) “A Sig¬ 
nificant number of rural 
states distrust electricity de¬ 
regulation, fearing the prom¬ 
ised benefits will materialize 
only for the biggest and 
strongest players.” (Kemezis 
26) This unreliable service 
could be devastating to the 
consumer. According to Chris 
Mele of the Pennsylvania Ru¬ 
ral Electric Cooperative Asso¬ 
ciation, “if you don’t do it 
right, there could well be win¬ 
ners and losers. And with a 
necessity like electricity, you 
don’t want to have losers.” 

In some states, deregulation 
has already begun. Rhode Is¬ 
land deregulated, and immedi¬ 
ately, their rates went up. In 
California, utility customers 
were excited about deregula¬ 
tion, expecting it to bring 
lower rates. After the process 
began, it was discovered that 
the utility companies, big in¬ 
dustries, and the average 
rate-payers could not all ben¬ 
efit. The solution: the state 
issued bonds to finance a 
rate cut. In reality, the tax¬ 
payers ended up paying for 
their own rate reductions. 
These examples of unsuccess¬ 
ful deregulation should be 
carefully studied to ensure 
that the same thing will not 
happen in other parts of 
America. (Ivins 1) 

In conclusion, I believe that 
utility deregulation is not in 
the best interest of rural 
America. It is inevitable that 
the electric power industry 
will become unregulated. Al¬ 
though it may seem like a 
harmless or even helpful idea 
at first glance, careful re¬ 
search and thorough investi¬ 
gation will show the hidden 
dangers below the surface: 
unreliable service, increased 
prices, and unregulated mo¬ 
nopolies. Will electric compa¬ 
nies merge and become 
“energy giants?” If so, “as in 
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the airline industry, an unin- reap the benefits of utility de- meaning, which is danger.” 
tended consequence of deregu- regulation through cheaper (Public Utilities Fortnightly 40, 
lation will be to squelch the rates and better service, but Xeroxed Information) With ev- 
very competition and openness will it unintentionally become ery chance for success, there 
that changes were meant to disastrous for the less popu- will be a very large potential 
foster.” (Barry, Xeroxed Infor- lated rural areas? “It is said for failure. Competition will 
mation) In a more competitive that the Chinese symbol for only bring success if America 
market, America is hoping to opportunity has a second is prepared for it. 

SPECIAL 
water heater 

52-gallon Freedom electric 
water heater built 
by State Industries 

regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 

• R-20 insulation 
• The amazing LimeEliminator — 

self cleaning — reduces build-up 
automatically 

• Six-year warranty 

Available at Wayne-White Counties 
Electric cooperative office in Fairfield 
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WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS • 618-842-2196 

N E W S 
Brownsville water system now underway 

Over $2 million in grants and loans were recently awarded to the 
Brownsville Water Project. The project is not-for-profit corporation 
formed to distribute potable water to Brownsville School and resi¬ 
dents in the surrounding area who currently rely on inadequate or 
unsuitable private supplies. In addition to serving the school, Phase 
I of the project will provide water for nearly 700 residents in the 
Brownsville area. A funding announcement held June 8 at Brownsville 
School was attended by a number of local, state, and federal legisla¬ 
tors. Presenting the check are (l-r): Pattie Henry, aide to U.S. Senator 
Richard Durbin; Wally Furrow, state director of USDA Rural Develop¬ 
ment; U.S. Representative Glen Poshard; and Kittie Connor, aide to 
U.S. Senator Carol Moseley-Braun. 

Residents of the 
Brownsville area and stu¬ 

dents of Brownsville School 
will have a clean, reliable 
source of water on tap in the 
near future. 

Mike Staley, principal of 
Brownsville School and a di¬ 
rector on the board of the 
Brownsville Water Project, an¬ 
nounced Monday that the 
project had received over $2 
million in federal grants and 
loans. The monies include a 
$750,000 loan and a 
$900,000 grant from the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Rural De¬ 
velopment for construction of 
a new water distribution sys¬ 
tem. The money will supple¬ 
ment a $427,000 grant 
contributed by the Commu¬ 
nity Development Assistance 
Program (CDAP) and $39,500 
raised by the Brownsville Wa¬ 
ter Project. 

The Brownsville Water 
Project is a not-for-profit cor¬ 
poration formed to distribute 
potable water to Brownsville 
School and residents in the 
surrounding area who cur¬ 
rently rely on inadequate or 
unsuitable private supplies. In 
addition to serving the school. 
Phase I of the project will 
provide water for nearly 700 
residents in the Brownsville 
area. Construction is already 
underway. 

According to a press re¬ 

lease issued by the USDA, 
sampling by the Egyptian 
Health Department revealed 
that approximately 90 percent 
of the private water systems 
in Brownsville and western 
White County were contami¬ 
nated with bacteria that could 
cause serious health prob¬ 
lems. The Brownsville Water 
Project was undertaken to al¬ 
leviate water problems by 
providing an alternative water 

supply. 
“The level of cooperation 

between governmental organi¬ 
zations that helped to com¬ 
plete this project is 
overwhelming,” Staley said, 
addressing a crowd who gath¬ 
ered at Brownsville School to 
hear about developments in 
the project. “In order to re¬ 
ceive CDAP funds, we went to 
the Carmi township board of 
trustees and asked that they 

In this issue... 
Brownsville Water System  16a 

Brownsville Water System 16b 
Photos 16c 

Water Heater Rebate  16d 

Member Owned • Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically • Member Owned • Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically 

AUGUST 1998 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



serve as our governmental 
sponsor. We were met with 
open arms. Our quest for wa¬ 
ter began and ended in the 
office of Carmi Mayor Jimmy 
Gaines and the chambers of 
the Carmi city council. We 
had the support of Mayor 
Gaines in the beginning and 
we continue to receive his 
help yet today,” Staley said, 
adding that the city of Carmi 
would serve as the project’s 
water supplier for the next 40 
years. 

Gena Swift, engineer with 
Lamac Engineering Co., said 
the project would include 
86,000 feet of eight-inch wa¬ 
terline, 31,000 feet of six-inch 
waterline, 77,000 feet of four- 
inch line, and 32,000 feet of 
three-inch line, for a total of 
43 miles of pipe. Other key 
components of the project in¬ 
clude a 75,000-gallon storage 
facility, booster pump station, 
and numerous pipes, valves 
and meters — assembled for 
a total project cost of ap¬ 
proximately $1.8 million. 

Rep. Glenn Poshard was 
also present to congratulate 
the participants. Poshard 
noted that he was a graduate 
of Brownsville School. “I 
spent a lot of moments in 
this gym and I feel honored 
to be invited to this ceremony 
today,” Poshard said. “It just 
takes so much effort at the 
local level to make these 
things happen.” 

As a member of the community, 
WWCEC is interested in area 
schools and athletic programs, 
and we help out when we can. 
Here, a crew helps install stadium 
lighting at the Edwards County 
High School’s field in Albion. 

Poshard noted that area 
residents had made a signifi¬ 
cant accomplishment in 
bringing the Brownsville Wa¬ 
ter Project to life. “Without 
the voice of the people being 
heard in Springfield and in 
Washington, things like this 
wouldn’t get done. These are 
highly competitive funds. 
They don’t just happen for 
everyone who wants them or 
needs them,” he said. “They’re 
distributed on a priority, com¬ 
petitive basis, and unless you 
folks get out and your voice 
is heard, it just doesn’t get 
done. It’s because of you that 
$2 million of federal monies 
are flowing to a rural area 
like this. You’re to be con¬ 
gratulated.” 

In addition to Poshard, a 
number of other key figures 
in the project attended the 
presentation. Among the at¬ 
tendees were Barb Booth, Illi¬ 
nois Department of Commerce 
and Community Affairs grant 
manager; representatives from 
the offices of Senators Rich¬ 
ard Durbin and Carol 
Moseley-Braun, and a repre¬ 
sentative from the office of 
Rep. John O. Jones. Repre¬ 
senting USDA Rural Develop¬ 
ment were Jerry Townsend, 

community and business pro¬ 
gram director; Marvin 
Techenbrock, rural develop¬ 
ment manager; and Glen Hall, 
rural development specialist. 

Wally Furrow, state director 
for USDA Rural Development, 
commended board members 
for the time and effort they 
invested in the project. “This 
is not an easy job,” Furrow 
said, voice carrying over the 
hum of trenchers and back- 
hoes nearby. “It takes a lot of 
time and effort for people to 
accomplish what you have. 
I’m sure that of the 700 resi¬ 
dents this system is going to 
serve, there are teenagers 
that can get on the Internet 
and surf all over the world 
for information, but they can’t 
go to the faucet and get a 
drink of safe water. Water is 
a priority,” he said. “This will 
deliver that to an area that 
needs it.” 

Directors on the board of 
the Brownsville Water Project 
include Mike Staley, Lowell 
Smith, John James, Tom 
Cozart, and John Anderson. 
Former board members in¬ 
clude Danny Linzy and John 
Hughes. Hughes continues to 
serve the board by collecting 
right-of-way information. 

Several Illinois communities and counties were recognized for their 
economic development activities at the Competitive Communities 
Conference in June in Springfield, and Wayne County was one of 
them. Royce Carter, second from right, WWCEC manager of market¬ 
ing and member services, received a certificate for his work as Wayne 
County Rural Partners Coordinator. From left are Paul Galligos of Rural 
Partners, Anne Heinze-Silvis, University of Illinois Extension special¬ 
ist, Carter, and Norm Sims, director of the Illinois Department of Com¬ 
merce and Community Affairs. 
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The week of June 12-19 
was a memorable one for 
three area youths. The 
students spent a week ex¬ 
ploring Washington, D.C., 
meeting with Illinois con¬ 
gressional leaders and 
learning about govern¬ 
ment during the annual 
“Youth to Washington” 
tour, sponsored by the 
electric and telephone co¬ 
operatives of Illinois. Dan 
Allen of Norris City, Jenny 
Belcher of McLeansboro 
and Aaron Dauby of 
Enfield represented 
WWCEC on the tour. They 
met with Congressman 
Glen Poshard on Capitol 
Hill and were among 62 
rural youth leaders selected for the trip. In 
addition to the Capitol, students also ex¬ 
plored Arlington National Cemetery, the 
Smithsonian Museums, The U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial, the Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia 
and a number of other historical sites. Pic¬ 
tured are (l-r): Allen, Congressman Poshard, 
Belcher and Dauby. 

Grayville Mayor Jack Hagedon, Left, accepts a $1,000 
donation from Royce Carter, manager of marketing for 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative, to help de¬ 
fray the cost of an advertisement in Site Selection maga¬ 
zine promoting the city’s industrial sites. The magazine is 
read by 45,000 industrial executives involved in siting 
worldwide. 

Elena Ann Westgate, a student at Norris City- 
Omaha-Enfield High School, was winner of a 
$750 scholarship presented by WWCEC. She 
will attend Southern Illinois University- 
Carbondale in the fall. WWCEC’s Royce 
Carter, right, made the presentation at the 
school on May 28. We extend our congratu¬ 
lations and best wishes to Elena. 

Right: In an effort to 
help combat drug 
abuse in our area, 
WWCEC helps area 
law enforcement 
bodies when it’s 
possible. Here, 
Manager Jack 
Young, left, pre¬ 
sents a package of 
tennis balls to be 
used to train drug¬ 
sniffing drugs. 
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Web site updated 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 

has just updated its web site. Available at 
www.wwcec.com the utility has information re¬ 
garding several of the programs offered to its 
members including a special winter electric 
heating rate, Rural TV, Power Stat Program, 
and the Certified Comfort Home program for 
new construction. 

The co-op also has information for economic 
developers including specific acreage available 

for development lo¬ 
cated next to 1-64, ^ 
south of Wayne City. 
A listing of board 
members and staff is 
included with contact names 
and e-mail information for various departments. 

The new web site was prepared locally by 
Greg Vertrees - Sipages, www.sipages.com. 

SPECIAL 
water heater 

52-gallon Freedom electric 
water heater built 
by State Industries 

regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 

• R-20 insulation 
• The amazing LimeEliminator — 

self cleaning — reduces build-up 
automatically 

• Six-year warranty 

Available at Wayne-White Counties 
Electric cooperative office in Fairfield 
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N E W S 
Hold that date! 

It’s time to mark your 
calendars for the 1998 

Cedarhurst Art & Craft Fair! 
This annual event, now in its 
22nd year, will be held on the 
grounds of the Mitchell Mu¬ 
seum at Cedarhurst, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. both Saturday and 
Sunday, Sept. 12 and 13, 
1998. 

According to Libby Jack- 
son, chairman of the festival, 
this year’s fair will bring over 
160 artists to Mt. Vernon. 
“There’s a new twist this year. 
We’ve had a lot of people re¬ 
quest two-dimensional art, so 
we’ve added some artists who 
will bring graphics, water- 
color, printmaking and textile 
design.” 

The art and craft fair will 
continue to feature ever- 
popular crafts, such as pot¬ 
tery, jewelry, glass, fiber, 
leather, woodworking and 
quilting. Artists, chosen for 
originality and quality of 
work, represent over 30 
states. 

Three stages will present 
entertainment for this year’s 
visitors. New Odyssey, who 
describe themselves as one of 
the last big acts from the 
show band era of the '70s, 
will perform along with the 
Mississippi River Rats, a 
Dixieland band. Other enter¬ 
tainers include the gospel 

music group Fortress, 
Centralia Square Dance Club 
and Mt. Vernonite Terry 
Bradshaw. For the children, 
the fair will feature Buster 
Bear and Company and the 
Voyageur Puppet Theatre. 

Volunteers will offer face 

Moms and kids line up for 
projects in the Children’s Area at 
last year’s craft fair. The 
Cedarhurst Art & Craft Fair will be 
held Sept. 12 and 13,1998, on the 
grounds of the Mitchell Museum, 
Mt. Vernon. Activities and enter¬ 
tainment will be offered again for 
kids in the Station of Imagination. 

painting for kids in the 
Children’s Area, this year 
known as the Station of 
Imagination. Other art activi¬ 
ties, such as mask and pup¬ 
pet making, will also be 
offered. The Children’s Store, 
a special shopping area for 
children, will offer inexpensive 
items for purchase, all of 
which are donated by 1998 
art and craft fair exhibitors. 

The Lions Club train will 
connect visitors to the 
Cedarhurst Art Center where 
members of the Spiderwoman 
Fiber Arts Guild will provide 
spinning and weaving demon¬ 
strations. Cedarhurst Art 
Guild members will sponsor a 
cafe at the art center as well 
as additional handmade items 
in the art center gift shop. 

Concessions, sponsored by 
community and civic organi¬ 
zations, will offer a wide vari¬ 
ety of refreshments including 
corn dogs, kettle popcorn, 
baked potatoes with toppings, 
fruit pies, shake-ups, funnel 
cakes and pork chop sand¬ 
wiches. 

Shuttle service will be 
available from Times Square 
Mall. 

Programs of the John R. 
and Eleanor R. Mitchell Foun¬ 
dation are partially sponsored 
by a grant from the Illinois 
Arts Council. 
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Area banks accept WWCEC bill payments 
Wayne-White Electric 

Cooperative serves a 
large area, and we under¬ 
stand that it’s often difficult 
for some of our members to 
make it in to pay their bills, 
and we know that it’s often 

difficult to beat the deadline 
by mailing a payment. With 
that in mind, we’ve arranged 
with half a dozen area banks 
to handle payments for us. 
We appreciate their doing this 
for us, and hope you’ll find it 

helpful to you, too. The 
banks who’ll take your 
WWCEC bill payments are 
pictured on this page. If it’s 
more convenient for you, be 
sure to stop in at one of 
them. 

First Bank — Carmi 
201 E. Main St. 
Carmi, IL 

Cisne State Bank 
Cisne, IL 

First Bank — Enfield 
Enfield, IL 

First Bank — Grayville 
102 S. Court 
Grayville, IL 

Mt. Erie Banking Center 
Mt. Erie, IL 

Bank of Illinois, N.A. 
Wayne City, IL 
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Be alert! Tis the season to be tornadoed! 
The weather this year has 

been odd, to say the least, 
and it’s not unreasonable to 
expect the tornado season to 
be odd, too. In Illinois, the 
towns of Mattoon and Bath 
have already experienced se¬ 
vere damage. While we hope 
the worst is over, it still 
makes good sense to prepare. 

Although peak storm activ¬ 
ity occurs during April, May 
and June — in a normal year 
— tornadoes can 
blow in any time. 
And while most take 
place between 3 
p.m. and 8 p.m., 
they can form at 
any time; late night 
storms seem to be 
the norm this year. 

There are two dif¬ 
ferent kinds of 
warnings involving 
tornadoes. A tor¬ 
nado watch simply 
means that the 
weather is getting 
rotten and that a tornado 
may develop if things get 
worse. You can go about your 
normal business if you keep 
an eye on the weather. 

This might be the time to 
stash a few items in the saf¬ 
est place in your house, such 
as a flashlight, battery-pow¬ 
ered radio and blankets and 
pillows to cover yourself, for 
protection. 

A tornado warning means 
that the weather has gotten 
dangerous, and that it’s time 
to seek shelter in that safe 
(relatively) little nest you pre¬ 
pared earlier. Warnings aren’t 
issued unless a tornado 
shows up on radar, or one 
has actually been sighted. 

If you hear a warning, go 
to your basement. That’s by 
far the safest place. In many 
homes, a stairwell or inside 
hallway on the lowest floor 

will be the safest place. Get 
into a closet, if you need to. 

If you’re in a public build¬ 
ing, look for a designated 
shelter. Normally, there’ll be 
one in an interior area on the 
lowest floor. Stay away from 
outside walls, doors and win¬ 
dows. Stay out of large 
rooms, such as gyms, and 
avoid parked vehicles. 

If you’re outside when a 
tornado comes, head for the 

nearest shelter. If you’re 
caught out in the open, lie 
down in the nearest ditch or 
depression, preferably away 
from trees and power lines. 
Since flying debris is a major 
cause of tornado deaths and 
injuries, cover your head as 
well as you can. 

If you’re in your car, get 
out and find shelter, if there 
is any at all. Otherwise, lie 
flat in a depression. Don’t try 
to outrun a tornado in your 
car. 

One of the worst possible 
places to be in the event of a 
tornado is in a mobile home. 
You’re well advised to leave 
one immediately if you hear a 
tornado warning and take 
your chances in the best 
shelter you can find. Experts 
agree that you’re better off in 
a ditch or small depression 
than in a mobile home. 

Incidentally, some areas re¬ 
quire that you have tie-downs 
on your mobile home. You 
might be wise to check into 
the possibility of having a tie 
down kit installed. But re¬ 
member: While they’ll help 
against severe windstorms, 
they still won’t keep a full¬ 
blown tornado from shredding 
your mobile home. 
If you’re stuck in a tornado- 
prone area and a house with¬ 

out a basement, 
there is an option 
you may look into. 
Years ago, it was 
common practice to 
have a small storm 
shelter out in the 
yard, usually about 
half underground 
and mounded over. 
As more and more 
homes were built 
with basements, they 
fell out of favor. 

And some 
weather watchers tell 

us that the weather between 
the end of World War II and 
about 1990 was more stable 
than we had any right to ex¬ 
pect. It was, in short, an ab¬ 
erration. Perhaps the odd 
weather we’ve been having 
the last few years isn’t odd at 
all, but the norm. If that’s 
the case, more people may 
well need some form of storm 
shelter, and if a basement 
isn’t a viable option, maybe 
one of the little outside shel¬ 
ters would be a life saver. 

If you have a mobile home, 
and no access to a better 
form of protection, you may 
want to give some thought to 
building a shelter. 

Whatever the case, with the 
weather the way it’s been 
lately, you’ll be wise to keep 
a special eye out for watches 
and warnings. We may have a 
lot of them yet this year. 
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Grain drying rate available 
As we promised at recent annual meetings 

and in past issues of this publication, 
WWCEC is still in the process of lowering 
rates as much as is possible while still being 
fiscally prudent. A new, reduced, grain drying 
rate has just gone into effect and should save 
money for those members who need to dry 
down their crops. Here’s how it works. 

Grain Drying Rider GD1 — 

September, October and 
November Availability 

This rider shall be applicable to consumers 
served under Rate Schedules 1, 2, 3 and 18 
for service to a permanently installed grain 
dryer. The rider shall apply only during the 
months of September, October and November. 

Rate 
During the months of September, October 

and November, the grain drying rate will be 
calculated by taking the average of the entire 
farm’s kilowatt-hour usage for non-zero-use 
months of December through August, then 
using this average as a base. Where a con¬ 
sumer has not established a billing history to 
include the months of December through Au¬ 
gust, a base use of not less than 1,500 kilo¬ 
watt-hours shall be used. 

All kilowatt-hours used above this base use 
during September, October and November will 
be billed at $0.0500 per kilowattt-hour per 
month. Base kilowatt-hours will be billed in 
accordance with the consumer’s regular appli¬ 
cable rate schedule and all W.P.C.A. taxes 
and facilities charges shall apply. 

To take advantage of this offer, call Lisa 
McMeen at (618) 842-2196. 

SPECIAL 
water heater 

52-gallon Freedom electric water heater 
built by State Industries 

regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 

• R-20 insulation 
• The amazing LimeEliminator — 

self cleaning — reduces build-up automatically 
• Six-year warranty 

Available at Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative office in Fairfield 
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N E W S 
WWCEC to observe co-op month 
Wayne-White will be one of 

the nation’s 47,000 co¬ 
operative businesses celebrat¬ 
ing Cooperative Month during 
October, Jack Young, CEO, 
announced today. The 1998 
theme is “Cooperatives — 
Businesses People Trust.” 

“Cooperatives are found in 
every state of the union and 
serve approximately 120 mil¬ 
lion people — nearly half of 
the population of the United 
States,” Jack Young said. 
“And 31 million of that num¬ 
ber are served by 1,000 elec¬ 
tric cooperatives in 46 states,” 
he added. There are 26 elec¬ 
tric co-ops in Illinois, and 

Wayne-White serves 13,400 in 
11 counties. 

“Providing electric service 
the cooperative way distin¬ 
guishes electric co-ops from 
investor-owned and municipal 
electric utilities,” Jack Young 
said. “Electric co-op employ¬ 
ees, trustees and board mem¬ 
bers are a part of the 
community the co-op serves. 
And, all across the nation, 
electric co-op people are in¬ 
volved in community activi¬ 
ties, such as safety programs 
at schools and local libraries, 
helping elderly citizens repair 
their homes, sponsoring local 
fairs, helping to get new busi¬ 

nesses or new housing 
started, and contributing com¬ 
puters or satellite dishes to 
schools and community hospi¬ 
tals,” he continued. “Addition¬ 
ally, the co-op’s 
consumer-owners have a voice 
and vote in cooperative mat¬ 
ters and can be elected as a 
director,” Mr. Young said. 

“Whatever benefits the co¬ 
op helps the community and 
its citizens,” Mr. Young said. 
“Furthermore, the theme, ‘Co¬ 
operatives — Businesses 
People Trust,’ exemplifies 
what co-ops, their employees 
and their consumer-owners 
are all about,” he added. 

Handle harvest with care 
If you are handling loose, 

harvested grain, it is all too 
easy to get trapped in the 
grain — or even die of suffo¬ 
cation. Grain handling acci¬ 
dents happen very quickly, 
and flowing grain can draw in 
a person in seconds. If you 
are in a large wagon or a 
grain bin, you could become 
completely submerged in as 
little as 15 seconds. 

A grain surface may appear 
solid, but it’s not — a small 
opening in the unloading gate 
gives the entire surface the 
quality of quicksand. When 
kernels are removed from the 
bottom, kernels directly above 
rush in to fill the void, creat¬ 
ing a fluid motion. Even if 
the grain flow is stopped, the 

danger is not over. It is very 
difficult to remove people 
from grain once they are 
trapped. For example, the 
force required to remove a 
person buried in grain can 
exceed 2,000 pounds — the 
same as lifting a small car. 

Don’t be a victim of suffo¬ 
cation when handling loose 
grain. Follow these safety 
tips: 
• Lock out power to all types 

of grain-handling equip¬ 
ment. Disconnect power, 
and place locks over oper¬ 
ating switches. This also 
helps discourage grain 
theft. 

• Always use the buddy sys¬ 
tem when you are unload¬ 
ing or loading grain. Notify 

a second person of your 
whereabouts at all times, 
so that he/she can obtain 
help if necessary. Ideally, 
have a second person on 
site. 

• Never permit children to 
ride in grain wagons or 
enter grain storage areas. 

• Apply suffocation hazard 
decals to all grain wagons, 
grain bins and storage 
structures. Instruct every¬ 
one who handles grain 
about the danger of suffo¬ 
cation. 

• Lock access doors to grain 
bins; limit access to the 
top of grain wagons. 

Source: The National Ag Safety Da¬ 
tabase / Iowa State University Ex¬ 
tension 
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Eligibility 
Any high school Sophomore, Junior or Senior living within the Wayne-White 
service area is eligible. They need not live in a home receiving service from the 
cooperative. Members of the immediate family of the board of directors, employees 
and winners of previous Washington, D.C. trips are not eligible. 

Entry Form 

Name:  

Parent’s Name    

Address:   

Telephone: Age:  □ Male □ Female 

High School:  Class Year:  
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Topic 
In the future, the co¬ 
operative may have 
the opportunity for 

diversification in new 
products and ser¬ 

vices. What products 
- or services would 
you offer that would 
be beneficial to coop¬ 

erative members? 



Enter your essay now... 
Win a free trip to Washington, D.C. 

Above, the entire Illinois 
delegation posed for a 
photo on the Capitol steps 
with Congressman Dick 
Durbin. At left, while on 
Capitol Hill, the Wayne- 
White group met with Con¬ 
gressman Glenn Poshard. 
From left are Dan Allen, 
Congressman Poshard, 
Jenny Belcher and Aaron 
Dauhy. Bottom photo, a 
stop at the Gettysburg 
battlefield enabled the 
youths to have a quick 
look at an 1860s-era artil¬ 
lery piece. From left are 
Aaron, Jenny and Dan. 

Enter 
now! 
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SPECIAL 
water heater 

5 2-gallon Freedom electric 
water heater built 
by State Industries 

regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 

• R-20 insulation 
• The amazing LimeEliminator — 

self-cleaning — 
reduces lime buildup automatically 

• Six-year warranty 

Available at Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative office in Fairfield 
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Wayne-White 
WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS • 618-842-2196 

NEWS 

Our office will 
be elosed 

Nov. 26 
and dridaij, 

NOV. 27, 
in 

observance 
of the 

Zhanksgiving 
holiday. 

In this issue... 
Low income assistance 16b 

Jasper Waterworks receives funding 16c 

Scholarship offered  16d 
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Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program 

For many Illinois house¬ 
holds, energy costs place 

a severe and continuing 
stress on the family’s budget. 
In some instances, the house¬ 
hold is forced to make painful 
decisions regarding which 
bills to pay and which neces¬ 
sities to survive without. The 
Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
is designed to assist eligible 
low-income households pay 
for winter energy services. 

LIHEAP will provide a one- 

Who is eligible? 

You may be eligible to re 
ceive assistance under the 

Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program if your 
household’s combined income 
is at or below the following 
levels shown in the chart to 
the right. 

If you rent, and your heat 
and/or electric is included in 
the rent, then your rent must 
be greater than 30 percent of 
your income in order to be 
eligible to receive benefits. 

Wabash Area 
Development, Inc. 
110 Lathan in Enfield 
(618) 963-2387 
Counties Served: Edwards, 
Gallatin, Hamilton, Saline, 
Wabash, Wayne and White 

time benefit to eligible house¬ 
holds to be used for energy 
bills. The amount of the pay¬ 
ment is determined by 
income, household size, fuel 
type, and geographic location. 

An overdue bill or cut-off 
notice is not required. You do 
not have to own your home 
or pay energy bills directly to 
be eligible for assistance. 
Your source of fuel does not 
have to be natural gas or 
electricity in order to receive 
assistance. 

CEFS Economic 
Opportunity Corp. 
1805 S. Banker St. in 
Effingham 
(217) 342-2193 
Counties Served: Clay 

Emergency Assistance may 
be available if your household 
is disconnected from an 
energy source needed for 
heating and/or a delivered- 
fuel supplier has refused to 
deliver and the tank contains 
10 percent or less. Assistance 
for reconnection will only be 
provided to households that 
have made a good faith effort 
to maintain their energy ser¬ 
vices, or can pay a portion of 
the amount owed for 
reconnection. 

Embarras River 
Basin Agency, Inc. 
115 S. Kentucky St., in 
Greenup 
(217) 923-3113 
Counties Served: Richland 

# of People 
Living in 

Household 

*Gross Income for 
30 Days Prior to 
Application Date 

1 $ 839 

2 1,130 

3 1,421 

4 1,712 

5 2,003 

6 2,294 

7 2,585 

8 $2,876 
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lie receives 
director 
certification 
A WWCEC director received his 
Credentialed Cooperative Direc¬ 
tor Certificate during the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association’s (NRECA) Region V 
annual meeting held September 
16-19, in La Crosse, Wisconsin. 
Glenn English, left, CEO of 
NRECA, made the presentation to 
Don lie of Albion. Electric co-op 
directors earn certification by 
successfully completing several 
NRECA-sponsored courses deal¬ 
ing with electric co-op issues. 

Jasper Waterworks receives 
over $1.5 million funding 
By Penny Shreve 

Oficials with Jasper Water 
works Corporation aren’t 

sure exactly when water will 
be extended to the 274 
households which have signed 
up to receive it. 

But after picking up over 
$1.5 million in funding this 
week, there appears to be 
light at the end of the tunnel. 

During a ceremony Wednes¬ 
day at Jasper School, which 
was attended by a number of 
local and state dignitaries, 
the following assistance was 
received by the Corporation: 

• An $868,000 low interest 
loan from USDA Rural Devel¬ 
opment. 

• A $400,000 grant from 
USDA Rural Development. 

• A State of Illinois 1999 
Budgetary appropriation grant 
in the amount of $250,000, 
for a total of $1,518,000. 

Other monies 
A design grant of $49,000 

was previously received from 
the Department of Commerce 
and Community Affairs 
(DCCA). The Corporation 
hopes to receive a $150,000 
grant for construction from 
DCCA in the near future. 

Jasper Waterworks Corpo¬ 
ration plans to construct 
about 41 miles of watermain 
to serve those mentioned ru¬ 
ral households, in addition to 
Jasper School. The Corpora¬ 
tion will purchase treated wa¬ 
ter from the City of Fairfield. 

Corporation President Bob 
Jesop was pleased to obtain 
the assistance. The effort to 
get good water to that area 
was initiated almost five years 
ago. 

“I know there were some 
who questioned whether or 
not it would happen,” Jesop 
said. “But the project never 

did die. Now, it’s a reality.” 

Has hauled water 
That makes a lot of the ru¬ 

ral residents happy, including 
Wilbur “Bud” Vaught. 

“I bought a house out here 
in 1977 and we have hauled 
every bit of our water for 21 
years,” he said, noting the 
task was more difficult in the 
winter than in the summer. 
“I’m glad we’re getting water. 

“I'm not the only one out 
here who needs it,” he noted. 
“Everybody does.” 

Dignitaries on hand in¬ 
cluded State Senator Bill 
O'Daniel and State Rep. John 
0. Jones who were able to 
put the $250,000 appropria¬ 
tion into the state’s line item 
budget. 

“Hopefully we’ll be laying a 
water line very soon,” Jones 
said. 
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Students encouraged to apply for 1999 
I EC Memorial Scholarship 
Wayne-White Counties 

Electric Cooperative CEO 
Jack Young has announced 
that for the fourth consecutive 
year the Illinois electric coop¬ 
eratives will award academic 
scholarships in the amount of 
$1,000 each to two high 
school seniors. The scholar¬ 
ships are being awarded 
through the Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship Program. 

High school seniors pursu¬ 
ing a college education in the 
state of Illinois are eligible to 
participate in the program. 
One of the two scholarships 
will be awarded to the child 
of an electric cooperative 
member. The other $1,000 
award will go to the child of 
an electric cooperative direc¬ 

tor or employee. Deadline for 
applications is Jan. 1, 1999. 

“The purpose of the schol¬ 
arship program is to assist 
electric cooperative youth 
while honoring past rural 
electric leaders through me¬ 
morial gifts,” Dion said. 
“Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative and the 
other Illinois electric coop¬ 
eratives want to make a 
difference in their 
communities. One of 
the best ways we 
can do that is 
by lending a 
hand to our 
youth.” 

Candidates are 
judged on the basis of 
grade point average, col¬ 
lege entrance exam scores, 

work and volunteer experi¬ 
ence, school and civic activi¬ 
ties, and a short essay that 
demonstrates their know-ledge 
of electric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholar¬ 
ship program was established 
in 1994 by the board of di¬ 
rectors of the Association of 

Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives. For further infor¬ 

mation on the IEC 
Memorial Scholar¬ 

ship Program, 
contact Wayne- 

White Coun¬ 
ties Electric 
Cooperative 

at (618) 842- 
2196, or ask 

your high school 
guidance counselor. 

Deen receives director certification 
An area man received his 
Credentialed Cooperative 
Director Certificate during 
the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association’s 
(NRECA) Region V annual 
meeting held September 16- 
19, in La Crosse, Wisconsin. 
Glenn English, left, CEO of 
NRECA, made the presenta¬ 
tion to James Deen of 
McLeansboro. Electric co¬ 
op directors earn certifica¬ 
tion by successfully 
completing several NRECA- 
sponsored courses dealing 
with electric co-op issues. 
Deen is treasurer of the 
Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative board of 
directors, Fairfield. 
NRECA’s Region V is made 
up of the states of Illinois, 
Iowa and Wisconsin. 
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Wayne-White 
WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS • 618-842-2196 

N E W S 

UMXUCI liJce id- wuA a/l ouw /memher& 

ieoAon. 

In this issue... 
Holiday greetings   16a 

Employee holiday greetings 16b8lc 

Christmas tree chipping  I6d 

Water heater special  16d 
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Judy Colyer, Donna Jor- Richard Windland 
dan and Lisa Grimes 

Joe Holman, Jeff Zurliene 
and Richard Attebery 

Mike Richardson and David Orr 

Gene Nettleton Erin Halley 

Steve Spicer Joe Molt 

Nate Coston Jason Atteberry Gerry Kinney and David Bailey Cathy Barnfield 
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Rodgers Richard Hubele Jim Gifford, Stan Garner and Clarence Reid and Alan Kinkart 

Lavern Baxter 
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Jerry White 

Nancy Wells 

Front row: Lisa McMeen, Jack Young and Tammy Ruhl. Back row: Royce Carl McKibben 

Carter, Melvin Maricle, Dale Harris, Steve Moore and Dale Kanady. 

L.D. Locke David Cunningham Jack Emery 

Earl Young and Joe Phillips Virginia Wilkerson, Ruby Green Don Wheat 

and Kathy Tracy 



Co-op offers Christmas service 
One way Wayne-White 

Counties Electric Co¬ 
operative (WWCEC) wishes its 
members a Merry Christmas 
is by helping them dispose of 
their Christmas trees. We will 
again be offering this service 
the first two weeks of January. 

WWCEC will be chipping 
Christmas trees at four 

locations in the service 
territory: Jan. 4, Wayne City 
Fairgrounds. Wayne City; 
Jan. 5, Hamilton County 
Fairgrounds, McLeansboro: 
Jan. 6, White Country 
Fairgrounds, Carmi; and 
Jan. 7, Edwards Country 

Fairgrounds, Albion: and 
Jan. 8, Wayne County/City of 

Fairfield, at Wayne-White 
Electric. 

All those wishing to have 
their tree shredded instead 
of burning them or throwing 
them in a ditch, please have 
it at the designated location 
before scheduled chipping 
date. 

SPECIAL 
water heater 

52-gallon Freedom electric 
water heater built 
by State Industries 

regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 

• R-20 insulation 
• The amazing LimeEliminator — 

self cleaning — reduces build-up 
automatically 

• Six-year warranty 

Available at Wayne-White Counties 
Electric cooperative office in Fairfield 

Member Owned • Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically • Member Owned • Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically 

16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ DECEMBER 1998 


