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The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Since I continue to receive inquiries 
as to how electric energy deregulation 
is going to work, I thought I would use 
this month’s column to update you on 
what is happening in Illinois. As of this 
writing, an electric energy deregulation 
bill has been passed by both houses, 
and is on the Governor’s desk awaiting 
approval. Advocates of such a bill have 
projected it will save billions of dollars 
annually for Illinois consumers, but as 
noted commentator Paul Harvey might 
say, “Perhaps it’s time for the rest of 
the story.” 

Under the provisions of the bill, com¬ 
mercial and industrial customers whose 
electrical load is four-megawatts or 
larger, and who are served by investor- 
owned utilities, would be eligible to 
purchase generation from someone other 
than their current electrical supplier 
effective Oct. 1, 1999. For clarification 
purposes, a four-megawatt load would 
generally use about 1,750,000 kilowatt 
hours a month, which would roughly 
equate to the electrical load of 1,750 
residences. All smaller commercial and 
industrial customers served by inves¬ 
tor-owned utilities would have to wait 
until Dec. 31, 2000 to participate, and 
residential customers could participate 
commencing May 1, 2002. 

All investor-owned utility customers 
who elect to purchase generation from 
someone other than their present power 
supplier will be subject to the following 
additional charges: (1) A distribution 
charge — even though a consumer elects 
to purchase generation from someone 
other than his local utility, the con¬ 
sumer will still receive power through 

the lines, meter and other facilities that 
have been installed by his current pro¬ 
vider. The distribution charge will in¬ 
clude a rate of return on the above 
mentioned facilities, and will also en¬ 
compass the cost of meter reading, bill¬ 
ing, service restoration and so forth. (2) 
A wheeling charge — when a con¬ 
sumer elects to receive generation from 
a power marketer or investor-owned 
utility other than the one he is cur¬ 
rently served by, that power must be 
delivered through the electrical trans¬ 
mission lines of the customer’s current 
provider; plus the transmission lines 
owned by other utilities that are lo¬ 
cated between the newly selected gen¬ 
erator and the customer. Each 
transmission line owner will collect a 
rental fee or “wheeling charge” for the 
use of their facilities. (3) A transition 
fee — unlike the two above mentioned 
charges which will always be a part of 
the customer’s bill, the transition fee 
will apply only from the date a con¬ 
sumer chooses another power supplier 
through the year 2006. This charge is 
intended to allow a utility some recov¬ 
ery of lost revenue as the result of a 
customer receiving his energy from an¬ 
other provider. The transition charge 
formula is quite complex, but our ini¬ 
tial opinion is that it could add about 
2C a kilowatt-hour to small commercial 
and residential customers who select 
alternative power suppliers. 

So you see, there's a little more to 
the subject of energy deregulation than 
initially meets the eye. See you next 
month, and as always, “We’ll keep the 
lights on for you.” 
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New members of your cooperative 
Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family in 
September and October 1997! 

September 

Kern, Alan 
Russell, Charles D. 
Virgo, Stephen J. 
Green, Sonny 
Hill, Edward L. 
Blagg, Christina A. 
Williams, H. Edward 
Thomas, John W. 
Staszak, Verna 
Smith, Kathy 
Sherrells, Charles 
Schapmire, Nicholas L. 
Rheault, Alain 
Morgan, Jeffrey S. 
McCollum Real Estate 
King, Simon L. 
Johnsen, Merle 
Hawk, Bill 
Hale, Howard A. 
Fletcher, William B. 
Cooksey, Tim 
Chamberlain, Barbara 
Brown, Finley F. 
Cargal, William E. 
Hicks, Shonda 
Mick, James J. 
Robinson, Jimmy F. 
Rudloff, Dale A. 
Tribolet, Connie 
Fisher, Barbara 
Babington, Elinor 
Webb, Timothy D. 
Hise, Marie 
Cossette, Thomas 
Jackson, William 
Wells, Danny J. 
Swalls, Barbara J. 
Snyder, Beverly L. 
Smith, Deborah K. 
Smith, Anne M. 
Sawalich, Steven P. 
Quaglia, Doug E. 
Fiscus, Robin B. 
Lowry, Jeffrey L. 
Kennedy, Harold R. 
Jenkins, Debra 
Heusner, Mark 
EG Hills 4th Add Asso. 
Darnell, Melissa 
Collins, Kellie 
Carle, Ricky 
Bryant, Jamison T. 
Clifton, Carl W. 
Hoppers, Sarah J. 
McClusky, Jeff M. 
Lynch, Tammy 
Stinger, Stephen R. 
White, Gregory B. 
Cox, Maurice D. 
Hamp, Ralph D. 
Wilson, Harlan G. 
Hove, Scotty 
Brown, Dennis W. 
Williams, Kendra 
Tipton, Debra A. 
Strickler, Joann 

Smith, William J. 
Smith, Carl D. 
Shewmake, Joy L. 
Russell, William III 
Poling, James M. 
McGuire, Karen A. 
Lake, Mark W. 
Johnson, Paula 
Higgins, Billy R. 
Hammond, Jimmy 
Fick, Keith 
Capel, John C. 
Christ, Aaron 
Murphy, Evelyn 
Bush, Brian K. 
Gunter, Brian 
Jones, James M. 
Olmsted, David 
Ruder, Robert C. 
Taylor, Dandle 
Worthington, Mark F. 
Patton Harbor Service 
Hermet, William Todd 
Sellers Jr, Paul 
Millers Sharpening Sv. 
Lannom, Travis L. 
Cullison, Byron 
Kelley, Clinton L. 
Carrell, John G. 
Mescher, Milledge 
Proctor, James T. 
Cotter, Clint 
Langley, Mark 
Saddoris, Mary I. 
Hanks, Keith 
Haney, Scott D. 
Bishop, Penny 
Pender, Richard S. 
Hicks, Noel W. 
Dawson, Larry L. 
Mattingly, Travis 
Newcomb, Kenneth 
Conkle, Everett 
Barbieri, Robert 
Hanks, Herbert 
Murphy, Timothy J. 
Fox, Paul L. 
Brock, Ken 
Goessling, Margaret A. 
Belletire, Steven P. 
Giacomelli, Tammy S. 
Price, Christopher T. 
Quinn, Larry 
Griswold, Kandy 
Hairald, Jimmie J. 
Field, Brandi R. 
Maue, Tracie L. 
Mann, Jami 
Michael, R. L. 
Seifert, R. E. 
Fosse Jr., Bruce 
Dunning, Deborah 
McCormick, Steven B. 
Betz, Kerry J. 
Akins, Jerry D. 
Lehman, Chad 
Zedler, Alfred 
Murphy, Shane 

Peoples National Bank 
Bacon, Ethel S. 
Carter, Randall S. 
Burklow, Jason S. 
Mann, Brian 
Cockrum, Neil E. 
Weddington, Kate 
Kirkpatrick, George H. 
Duppeng, Amanda J. 
Raetz, Steve H. 
Falkenberry, Gregory 
Wathen, Samuel E. 
Simmons, Robert R. 
Hayden, John M. 
Ablett, James 
Wright, Ericka R. 
McLaren, Jason 
Crotty, Maurice 

October 

Barker, Glenda K. 
Davis, Dennis 
Gooch, Rylan T. 
King, Geri Beth 
Manker, Eric 
Needham, Bill 
Smith, Michael E. 
Vaugh Jr., Wendell 
Toler Jr., Charles F. 
Bacon Jr., John 
Short, David E. 
Daun, Robert M. 
Knaak, Harold 
Kelley, Theresa 
Dutton, Richard E. 
Angus, Marvin W. 
Mathis, Laura M. 
Tewahade, Kaleab 
Cox, Robert Allan 
Walle, Sabrina 
Meade, Frank D. 
Clanahan, Judith Kay 
Newton, Charles L. 
Funk, Danita L. 
Francescon, Michael A. 
Clark, Ron 
Ames, Lois 
McGuire, Jolean 
Stallings, Lorrie 
Baker, Russell L. 
Davis, Detsonie D. 
Keith, Jeremy L. 
Lang, Marie 
Goose Pond Farms, Inc. 
Rogers, Brenda 
Ticer, Betty 
White, Emilia Jean 
Smith, Jason 
Porter, Mark 
Harrington, Paula Sue 
Skatetime, Inc. 
Langston, Jason C. 
Bowman, Eric W. 
Wilson, John E. 
Kirby Risk Supply Co. 
Jackson, Phillip L. 

Jimenez, Reuben 
Groutage, Charles P. 
Galayda, Betty Joann 
Bollinger, William C. 
Truman, Thomas 
Holmes, Eric T. 
Gunter, Jason 
Bundren, Mark N. 
Mosely, Beth Ann 
Dorsie, Terry 
Howe, Timothy W. 
Tompson, Jack R. 
Clark, Rodney 
Eddleman, Gina 
King, Aaron 
Manders, Dick 
Mays, Shane 
Smith, Eric 
Tison, Shirley 
Williams, Staci 
Richey, Linda 
Garner, John 
Ball, Marvin W. 
Upchurch, Michael D. 
Curry, Russell 
Stearns, Gerald D. 
Wolf, Linda 
George, Eddie V. 
M & W Storage 
Osburn, Kevin W. 
Headrick, James R. 
Brasher, Jerry 
Jaroszewski, John F. 
Roland Meadows Inc. 
Hogg, Jeremy 
Goodman, Michael T. 
Banks, David Bradley 
Farmwall, Marlin 
Gilbreath Jr., Wm. E. 
Nix, Jeri R. 
Hesterly, Richard 
Hobbs, Stephan D. 
Mix, Travis 
Veller, Joseph R. 
Wallace Jr., Charles 
Taylor, Mary C. 
Ford, Tammy L. 
Roman, Vic 
Hoke, Matt 
Jones, Randy 
Hollis, Guy 
Paddick, Gary L. 
Rorer, Jeffery W. 
Vick, Kenneth W. 
U.S. Marshall’s Office 
Clendenin, William E. 
Wise, Ernest 
Ulman, Frank 
Jackson, Joyce F. 
Short, Loren A. 
Motsinger, Tara L. 
Martin, Joni E. 
Kosek, Diana I. 
Brusso, Douglas J. 
Harris, Robert D. 
Young, Michael R. 
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Home-cooked meals still important to Americans 
The traditional “Ozzie and 

Harriet-style” home-cooked 
evening meal is still important 
to Americans, according to a 
survey by Good Housekeeping 
Magazine conducted with the 
Association of Home Appliance 
Manufacturers. Call it dinner, 
call it supper, but the evening 
meal is cooked daily on the 
stove 42 percent of the time. 

Some 92 percent of the 501 
female magazine subscribers 
said they cook a traditional 

evening meal at least twice per 
week. Oven usage was reported 
at “two to three times weekly” 
by 82 percent answering the 
magazine survey, which was 
conducted in the first quarter 
1997. 

Who’s doing all this cook¬ 
ing? Even though a large ma¬ 
jority of married men and 
women both work outside the 
home, women are still doing the 
big portion of the cooking, ac¬ 
cording to the survey. Women 

prepare the main meal 92 per¬ 
cent of the time; men just 4 
percent of the time. 

As to who cleans up after 
dinner, the results were simi- 
lar. Women load the dishwasher 
86 percent of the time versus 
only 7 percent for men and 3 
percent for children. The num¬ 
bers change slightly in terms 
of who unloads the dishwasher: 
68 percent women, 13 percent 
men and 5 percent children. 

Don’t let your dishwasher flush 
$$$ down the drain 

Add up how much electric¬ 
ity all those appliances in your 
home use, and pretty soon 
you’re talking real money on 
your electric bill. Your dish¬ 
washer is no exception. 

About 80 percent of the 
energy used by a dishwasher 
is for hot water, not for elec¬ 
tricity to run the motor. So, U.S. 
Department of Energy (DOE) 
recommends doing the follow¬ 
ing to make your dishwasher 
more cost effective. 
• Check the owner’s manual 

for the recommended water 

temperature. Many have in¬ 
ternal heating elements that 
will allow you to lower the 
temperature if it is set too 
high. 

• Scrape, don’t rinse, large 
pieces of food and bones 
from dishes. Soak or 
prewash only when there is 
burned-on or dried-on food. 

• Fill your dishwasher before 
each use — but don’t over¬ 
load. 

• Do not use the “rinse hold” 
on your machine for just a 
few soiled dishes. This set¬ 

ting uses three to seven gal¬ 
lons of hot water. 

• Let your dishes air-dry in¬ 
stead of using the heat-dry¬ 
ing option. 

• Relax and enjoy the conve¬ 
nience of having a dish¬ 
washer because dishwashers 
use less water than hand 
washing — about six gallons 
less per load. Dishwashers 
also do a better job of kill¬ 
ing germs because they use 
hotter water than you would 
use with hand washing. 

A look at America’s electric co-ops 

29% of electric co-op members are urban 
"X Tbu might be surprised to learn that 29% of 
Y electric co-op member-consumers are classified 
-A. as urban dwellers. According to the National 

Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA), these 
consumer-members live in towns, cities and suburbs 
with at least 5,000 people. With electric co-ops 
serving 30 million Americans, this means that 8.7 
million of them are non-rural. Urban growth at 
electric co-ops is most common in the Southeast 
and Rocky Mountain states. 
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Surplus equipment for sale 

1992 DODGE DYNASTY LE: 
4-door sedan, white with blue 
interior, V-6, automatic, power 
locks, windows, seat, cruise 
control, tilt wheel, air condi¬ 
tioning, 109,250 Miles. Low 
NADA book value $3,000. Mini¬ 
mum bid $1,800. UNIT #21 A. 

1993 DODGE RAM. D150 4X2 
extended cab short bed 1/2 ton 
pickup, white with gray inte¬ 
rior, 318 V-8, Auto¬ 
matic transmis¬ 
sion, air con¬ 

ditioning, AM/FM with cassette, 
speed control, tilt wheel, ap¬ 
proximately 169,000 miles, low 
NADA book value $3,025. Mini¬ 
mum bid $2,025. 

1993 CHEVROLET CAPRICE 
LS. 4-door sedan, white 
with dark blue interior, 
air condi¬ 

The above surplus equip¬ 
ment is available for sale and 
may be viewed at the Eldorado 
headquarters. Sealed bids are 
due by 4 p.m., Friday, Jan. 16, 
1998. Please designate the UNIT 
number you wish to bid on, 
your bid price, name, address 

and telephone number. 

tioning, 5.7 
(350) V-8, 
LT2 package, 
power seat. tilt 

wheel, cruise control, power 
windows and 

locks, approxi¬ 
mately 155,000 
miles. Low 
NADA book 
value $5,725. 
Minimum bid 
$4,725. 

Please mark “SEALED BID” 
on the outside of your en¬ 
velope and send it to: Mr. 
Don Allen, Surplus Equip¬ 
ment, SouthEastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
P.O. Box 251, Eldorado, IL 
62930. 

Power Outage 
FRANKUNCO. 
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If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 
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1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they 
are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main 
breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your 
wiring from the meter pole to your various build¬ 
ings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the 
breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone T800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. Please be prepared to give the party answer¬ 
ing your call the account name and location num¬ 
ber as it appears on the envelope that contains your 
billing tickets. 

1 -800-833-2611 
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The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

For the past two years, Illinois elec¬ 
tric cooperatives have pushed for lan¬ 
guage in the State’s electric utility 
deregulation legislation that will ben¬ 
efit co-op members. Just before mid¬ 
night, Nov. 14, the Illinois House of 
Representatives passed legislation which 
will do just that. Following a lead es¬ 
tablished by the Senate in late Octo¬ 
ber, the House approved H.B. 362 by 
an overwhelming majority and Gover¬ 
nor Jim Edgar has signed the bill into 
law. 

The bill is 261 pages long, very 
complicated and detailed. In compari¬ 
son, the five pages dealing with not- 
for-profit utilities is relatively simple 
and to the point. It was one of the few 
portions of the bill that has stirred 
relatively little controversy. The lan¬ 
guage simply protects the right of self- 
determination for democratically 
controlled, not-for-profit utilities, in¬ 
cluding electric cooperatives and mu¬ 
nicipal utilities. 

“This was the most important leg¬ 
islative issue ever undertaken by Illi¬ 
nois electric cooperatives,” said Earl 
Struck, president and chief executive 
officer of the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives, the state trade orga¬ 
nization which acted as the 
cooperatives’ voice in shaping the bill. 
“We’re pleased that legislators recog¬ 
nized the importance of not-for-profit 
electric cooperatives and our position 
on deregulation legislation,” Struck said. 

“We’re very gratified they accepted our 
proposal.” 

The proposal Struck refers to holds 
a number of key elements. It contains 
the guiding principles Illinois coopera¬ 
tives fought to preserve, including 
choice in regard to entering the de¬ 
regulated market, and affirmation of 
the Electric Supplier Act, which pre¬ 
vents duplication of electric facilities 
and therefore guards against needless 
adverse environmental and economic 
costs. 

In addition, the bill supports our 
members’ right to act as the guiding 
force behind SouthEastern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative. It allows cooperatives 
to “opt in” to the deregulated utility 
market if and when they find it pru¬ 
dent to do so. Simply put, the bill 
gives us several options under deregu¬ 
lation. It allows our members, through 
their locally elected Board of Trustees 
to decide what’s best for their future. 

A lot of promises are being made 
regarding lower electric rates. These 
claims usually talk about huge reduc¬ 
tions over a very short time, but don’t 
forget that SouthEastern was initially 
formed because the large investor- 
owned utilities didn’t feel rural south¬ 
ern Illinois area was a viable area to 
invest in. The only difference between 
now and then is that some businesses, 
which look attractive to the investor- 
owned utilities, have settled in our area. 

Under the deregulation bill, inves- 

(Continued on 16b) 
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(Continued from 16a) 
tor-owned utilities will be required to reduce 
residential rates commencing in August of 1998. 
However, since your Cooperative’s rates are al¬ 
ready lower than many of the investor-owned 
utilities, our rates should remain competitive. 
In addition, our employees will continue to offer 
quality electric service, since we have no plans 
to close local headquarters, or vastly reduce the 
work force as some of the investor-owned utili¬ 
ties are doing. 

Electric rates on the open market will ulti¬ 
mately depend on supply and demand. In fact, 
it’s probable that deregulation will result in rate 

increases for some customers. That is why we 
must be very careful in analyzing the best course 
for SouthEastern and its members. 

As the electrical industry changes, residen¬ 
tial, commercial and industrial consumers should 
not forget the importance of reliability and the 
overall quality of electric service. These issues 
are just as important as low rates. 

Our plan for dealing with the deregulation 
issue is a very simple one, “Offer our members 
the best service possible, at the lowest cost.” 
See you next month and as always, we’ll keep 
the lights on for you. 

Five easy ways to make your home safer 
Take a few minutes for safety every day. 

Here are five ways to get you started and make 
your home electrically safe: 

• Put safety covers on unused wall outlets 
so children can’t explore the outlets with tiny 
fingers. Replace any broken wall plates. 

• If cords are frayed or cracked, replace 
them. Never nail or staple cords to the wall or 
floor. And keep furniture off the cords — even if 
they’re hiding under the carpet. 

• Extension cords are meant to be used 
temporarily. It’s not safe to use them as perma¬ 
nent household wiring. 

• Use three-prong plugs in three-prong out¬ 
lets. Never cut the third prong off to fit it into a 
two-prong outlet. And don’t force plugs into out¬ 

lets if they don’t fit eas¬ 
ily. You can start a fire 
that way or get a shock. 

• Install ground-fault 
circuit interrupters in 
bathrooms and kitchens. 
They help prevent electro¬ 
cutions where electricity 
and water might meet. 

Do you have questions 
about electrical safety? 
Please call SEIEC. As your 
member-owned electric util¬ 
ity, we will be glad to help 
you protect your home and 
family. 

New law helps consumers 
fix errors on credit reports 

It may be human to err. However, if there are 
detrimental errors on any of your credit reports, 
you need to fix them — immediately. A bad mark 
on a credit report can cause big problems when 
you want to buy a car or house, obtain a busi¬ 
ness loan or even rent an apartment. 

But the Council of Better Business Bureaus 
has good news for consumers. Recent changes to 
the Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA) give con¬ 
sumers new power to fix credit report errors. 
New responsibilities have been imposed on the 
credit reporting agencies and business that give 
them information. If you dispute an entry in your 
file, the creditor now must do several things: 1) 
conduct an investigation; 2) review all relevant 
information; and 3) report inaccurate or incom¬ 
plete information to all national credit bureaus. 
In addition, credit bureaus must now send all 
relevant evidence you give them about a disputed 
entry to the furnisher of the information. 

FCRA changes also impose new requirements 

on the credit bureaus concerning file information 
that is disputed by the consumer. For the first 
time, credit bureaus must consider and transmit 
to the furnisher all relevant evidence submitted 
by the consumer. 

Credit reporting agencies now have a 30-day 
limit to resolve a consumer’s dispute. Once infor¬ 
mation is deleted, the credit bureaus can no longer 
reinsert it unless the entity supplying the infor¬ 
mation certifies that the item is complete and 
accurate. In addition, the credit bureau must 
notify you within five days. 

Obtain copies of your credit reports yearly. 
By law, information can remain on a credit re¬ 
port for up to seven years (bankruptcy informa¬ 
tion up to 10 years). 

For information on how to obtain copies of 
your credit reports, contact the Council of Better 
Business Bureaus, 4200 Wilson Blvd., Arlington, 
VA 22203. Telephone (703) 276-0100; Fax (703) 
525-8277. Visit their web site at www.bbb.org. 
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Protect your family 
from carbon monoxide 

It happens every year in many communities 
— a family is hospitalized because a propane or 
natural gas water heater or furnace backdrafts 
and fills a home with carbon monoxide. 

In some cases the odorless, colorless gas is 
detected in time and a tragedy can be averted. 
However, even then it can take several days to 
recover from the effects of carbon monoxide 
poisoning. 

Carbon monoxide is a common by-product 
of appliances that burn 
propane or natural gas. 
Carbon monoxide is cre¬ 
ated by propane, natu¬ 
ral gas and other 
fuel-burning appliances 
including furnaces, 
clothes dryers, water 
heaters, fireplaces, 
ranges and even wood 
stoves, charcoal grills 
and kerosene space 
heaters. 

When carbon mon¬ 
oxide is breathed into 
your system, it eventu¬ 
ally replaces the oxygen 
in the blood, causing 
your body to literally 
suffocate from the inside out, resulting in brain 
damage or death. 

As more homes are designed to be super 
energy efficient and airtight, carbon monoxide- 
polluted air is more easily trapped inside. 

Everyone in your home is susceptible to 
carbon monoxide poisoning, but the hazard in¬ 
creases for unborn babies, infants, senior citi¬ 
zens and people with coronary or respiratory 
problems. 

There are several ways you can protect your¬ 
self and your family from carbon monoxide poi¬ 
soning: 

• Read and follow manufacturers’ operating 
and maintenance instructions on all appliances 
and equipment. Have a qualified propane tech¬ 
nician check the system periodically and make 
any necessary adjustments to ensure proper 
combustion. 

• Remodeling or repair work around the home 
may affect how a furnace or appliance per¬ 
forms. Before you do any insulation, caulking 
or sealing — or before adding an exhaust fan, 

wood stove or fireplace — call a qualified pro¬ 
pane service technician to correct anything that 
could create carbon monoxide problems. 

• Install carbon monoxide detectors in the 
house. 

Battery-powered and plug-in carbon monox¬ 
ide detectors are now available from many home 
improvement stores. The detectors constantly 
monitor the amount of carbon monoxide in the 
air and sound an alarm as an early warning 

when carbon monoxide is 
present. Detectors should 
be installed near the bed¬ 
rooms and also near the 
home’s heating source. 

The units are about 
the size of a smoke de¬ 
tector, and if you heat 
your home with propane 
or natural gas they are 
just as important to your 
safety. 

Because it’s odorless 
and colorless, carbon 
monoxide is difficult to 
detect, and the symp¬ 
toms of carbon monox¬ 
ide poisoning are difficult 
to recognize. Often they 

resemble the flu or a bad cold. Symptoms of 
low-level poisoning can include headaches, fa¬ 
tigue, nausea, dizzy spells and confusion. 

Here are some warning signs to look for. 
• Are you experiencing chronic symptoms 

such as headaches, fatigue, nausea? 
• Are other members of your family also 

feeling ill? 
• Do you feel better when you are away 

from home for a period of time? 
If so, you may be suffering from carbon 

monoxide poisoning. To be sure, see your phy¬ 
sician and request a carboxyhemoglobin test. 
This determines the percentage of carbon mon¬ 
oxide in your blood. 

If you think your home may contain carbon 
monoxide, get out of the house immediately. 
Have an emergency plan so all family members 
can be accounted for. Don’t go back into the 
house. Most fatalities occur when people reen¬ 
ter a home in search of loved ones. Call the fire 
department from a neighbor’s home. 
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Lenders can sell home mortgages 
to other lenders 

If you are planning to purchase a house or 
condominium, there are some things you should 
know about the selling or “transferring” mort¬ 
gage loans. Some homebuyers think that when 
they obtain a mortgage with a local lender they 
will always be able to talk to the folks down the 
street. 

Wrong. The practice of selling mortgage loans 
to other lenders is very common, and your 
mortgage may be sold at any time during the 
term of the loan. While you cannot stop the 
sale of your mortgage, you do have certain legal 
rights under the National Affordable Housing 
Act, according to the Council of Better Business 
Bureaus: 

• Lenders must notify you of the transfer at 
least 15 days before the date your next mort¬ 
gage payment is due. The letter must state the 
name, address and telephone numbers of the 
new mortgage servicing company, the date the 
current company will stop accepting mortgage 
payments, and the date the new servicer will 
begin accepting them. 

• You should also receive a “welcome” letter 
from the new mortgage servicer with the same 

information listed above. If you only receive a 
notice from the new lender, contact your origi¬ 
nal lender to make certain the loan has actu¬ 
ally been transferred. 

• Consider contacting your local Better Busi¬ 
ness Bureau for a reliability report on your new 
loan company. 

• The notice you receive from your new 
servicer should also include a statement that 
the transfer will not affect any terms or condi¬ 
tions of your mortgage contract, except the terms 
that are directly related to servicing the loan. 

• Following the transfer of a home loan there 
is usually a 60-day grace period during which 
you should not be charged a late fee if you 
mistakenly send your mortgage payment to the 
old mortgage company. 

If you have problems, contact the new com¬ 
pany in writing. If you are not satisfied with the 
response, you have the option of contacting the 
Better Business Bureau, your local or state con¬ 
sumer protection office, the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development or the Federal 
Trade Commission. 

FRANKLIN CO. 

KITTINGER 
FRANK 

SKOBEL 
• Valler 

•North City 
• Buckner 

•Christopher • Logan o 

Orient* ThompsonvillejE 

Power Outage  
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they 
are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main 
breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your 
wiring from the meter pole to your various build¬ 
ings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the 
breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. Please be prepared to give the party answer¬ 
ing your call the account name and location num¬ 
ber as it appears on the envelope that contains your 
billing tickets. 

1 -800-833-2611 
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The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

For several years now SouthEastern 
has been surveying its members in an 
attempt to learn how to serve you bet¬ 
ter. In the past these surveys have al¬ 
ways been in a written format, and were 
conducted by the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives located in Spring- 
field, Illinois. However, experts in the 
field of data acquisition are now advis¬ 
ing that written surveys are not highly 
reliable and advise against putting a lot 
of trust in them. Therefore this year, 
we decided to have the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association of Ar¬ 
lington, Va. to do a telephone survey 
for us, and I would like to take this 
opportunity to express my sincere ap¬ 
preciation to those 400 members who 
took from ten to fifteen minutes out of 
their busy schedules to participate. 

The survey covered more informa¬ 
tion than could readily be shared in 
this article, but for the benefit of the 
participants and other SouthEastern 
members, here’s an overview of some of 
the things discovered: 

The typical member has received 
service from the Cooperative for 15 
years or more, owns and lives in a 
single family dwelling, is about 55 
years of age and has an average 
monthly electric bill of about $ 100. 
Members rated SouthEastern 
higher than other companies they 
received service from, including gas 
and telephone companies. When 
comparisons were made against 
propane, natural gas, fuel oil and 
wood, the majority of those sur¬ 
veyed felt electricity was the saf¬ 

est, most reliable and most conve¬ 
nient form of energy available. Over 
95 percent of those surveyed be¬ 
lieve SouthEastern is committed 
to providing excellent service, and 
a majority expressed an interest 
in receiving services other than 
electricity from the Cooperative, 
provided those services could be 
offered at competitive prices. When 
asked if they would recommend 
us to their friends, some 98 per¬ 
cent replied, “Yes.” 

Perhaps as interesting as the sur¬ 
vey data itself, were the comments of¬ 
fered by the participants. Numerically, 
the greatest number of comments (177) 
were to the effect that “the Cooperative 
was doing a great job.” Although 88 
percent of the members surveyed felt 
SouthEastern’s rates were a fair mar¬ 
ket value, 20 individuals comments that 
“the rates were too high.” Hopefully, 
the members in this group will benefit 
from the rate change to be implemented 
next fall, which will decrease annual 
residential revenues by some $200,000. 
Although this is not a massive rate re¬ 
duction in the overall scheme of things, 
SouthEastern is already one of the 
State’s lowest cost providers, and the 
restructuring will make us even more 
competitive, especially for the members 
who use 300 or more kilowatt-hours 
per month. A few individuals (4) com¬ 
plained about voltage “problems and 
surges.” Experience has taught us that 
most, but not all of these types of prob¬ 
lems, originate in the home’s wiring 

Continued on page 16b 
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Rejoice! You own part of a substation 
That’s right: those big road¬ 

side things that have all kinds 
of wires going in and out of 
them are part of your co-op’s 
system, and as a member-owner 
of the co-op, you own a part, 
— a very little one — of that 
substation, or “sub,” as it’s 
called. 

As you drive by, it may have 
occurred to you that your sub 
is a thing of no great scenic 
beauty. While that’s true, it’s 
still an important part of the 
system. You see, electricity trav¬ 
els better at higher voltages. 
Generated at the power plant 
at a relatively low 30,000 volts 
or so, the power goes through 
transformers there to step up 
its voltage, so it’ll travel well. 
Lines of 69,000 volts are fairly 
common. 

Those high-voltage lines are 
called “transmission lines,” and 
are used to transmit electricity 
over distance. When it gets to 
the sub, the voltage is stepped 
down to 7,200 volts, for ship¬ 
ment over shorter distances to 
nearby farms and homes. 

Needless to say, all those 
voltages present a hazard to the 
untrained, and that’s the rea¬ 
son for the tall chain-link fences 
that surround them. They’re to 
protect people from the elec¬ 
tricity, not vice-versa. 

While a major part of a sub’s 
function is to reduce voltage, 
the current is massaged in other 
ways there, too. There are light¬ 
ning arrestors to minimize the 

damage caused by lightning 
strikes and voltage regulators 
to keep the voltage steady. 
Sectionalizers are there to help 
contain damage when some¬ 
thing goes wrong. Your co-op 
has to buy its power, just like 
you do, and there are meters 
in the sub to tell how much 
current went through, and at 
what time. 

From the sub, lines radiate 
out to various loads on the 
system, and they tend to get 
smaller as they get farther out. 
When they reach your home, 
farm or business, the power is 
stepped down again, from the 
7,200 in the line to the 120/ 
240 volts used in your home. 

That’s done by another 
transformer, which is more than 
likely at the top of a pole near 
your home. Depending on the 
size of your load, it may look 
like a five-gallon paint can, or 
a fairly large garbage can. Those 
that draw their current from 
an underground line are at 
ground level. They’re called 
pad-mounted transformers, and 
are covered by a green or 
olive-drab box. 

Subs are designed to serve 
a certain number of homes, 
farms and businesses. Occa¬ 
sionally a large load, like a fac¬ 
tory or prison, will have a sub 
designed mainly to serve it. 

Once in a while, a sub needs 
to be “heavied up” to enable it 
to serve a growing area. This 
involves replacing the existing 

transformer, with a bigger one. 
Other components are beefed 
up, too. 

Why not just build big in 
the first place? Cost. Those big 
transformers, the main elements 
of a sub, are frightfully expen¬ 
sive. 

Also, growth projections 
sometimes don’t pan out, and 
a sub that’s designed to ac¬ 
commodate a lot of new homes 
and businesses is underutilized. 
In that case, the transformer 
may be moved to a sub in a 
faster-growing area, and a 
smaller one installed. Or a sub 
may be dismantled and its load 
switched to nearby subs. 

Since any sub will serve 
miles of line and hundreds of 
members, a component failure 
can leave many people without 
power. Large rural grids are par¬ 
ticularly vulnerable to all kinds 
of weather disturbances, and so 
are prone to outages during any 
kind of storm. 

To minimize problems, 
co-ops do their best to “feed” 
subs from at least two differ¬ 
ent transmission lines, so a 
power failure from one side can 
be compensated for from an¬ 
other. While this is also an ex¬ 
pensive proposition, it’s an 
important step in ensuring sys¬ 
tem reliability. 

While subs aren’t particu¬ 
larly attractive, they are ex¬ 
tremely useful. Be glad you own 
a small part of one. 

Continued on page 16b 
system and not the Cooperative’s; 
however, members experiencing 
these types of problems are al¬ 
ways encouraged to promptly 
contact the Cooperative and de¬ 
scribe the nature of their prob¬ 
lem. We will gladly send a utility 
serviceman to your residence, 
farm or business to check the 
Cooperative’s equipment and 
wiring. There is no charge for 
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this service. In addition, as men¬ 
tioned in previous articles, 
SouthEastern currently sells 
surge protective devices and we 
anticipate having these devices 
available for lease by the fall of 
1998. Leasing will offer our 
members many advantages, in¬ 
cluding a ground rod resistance 
check and appliance insurance 
included as part of the leasing 

package, for an estimated cost 
of about $6 per month. More 
information on this subject will 
be made available at a future 
date in this newsletter. 

“Thanks once again to the 
survey participants,” and as al¬ 
ways, “We’ll keep the lights on 
for you.” 
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Reducing energy use of water beds 
For some people, crawling 

into a nice, warm water bed is 
the best way to survive cold 
nights during the winter. By 
following a few simple pointers 
regarding your water bed, you 
can stay warm in the winter, 
enjoy the comfort in the sum¬ 
mer and save money on your 
electric bill. 

First of all, remember that 
a water bed uses more energy 
to maintain its temperature in 
a cold room. It will be warmer 
than the room temperature, 
unless you do not use a heater. 

The average water bed uses 
90 to 150 kilowatt-hours a 

month. The amount of electric¬ 
ity cost $9 to $15. 

Covering your water bed will 
reduce energy use. A partially 
unmade bed uses 30 percent 
more energy than one that is 
made. 

If you have a standard wa¬ 
ter bed, insulate the bottom and 

sides with polystyrene insula¬ 
tion. Place it around the sides 
and underneath, between the 
wood deck and plastic liner. 
This can reduce your operating 
costs by about 25 percent. 

An alternative to insulating 
is to buy an insulated liner. 
Tests have shown that these 
liners save about 13 percent 
on a standard king-size bed. 

Keep in mind that the size 
of the water bed, the design 
of the mattress, the efficiency 

and size of the heater, as well 
as your life-style, will affect the 
water bed’s electrical usage. 

Advantages of an electric water heater 
• Heating water with elec¬ 

tricity is seven times safer than 
gas. A study by the National 
Fire Protection Agency has 
found that gas water heaters 
cause seven times as many 
home fires as electric water 
heaters. 

• Electric water heaters re¬ 
quire no flue or vent. They can 
be placed virtually anywhere. 

• Electric water heaters do 
not use air for combustion. In¬ 

door air quality is 
uncompromised by the water 
heater and there is no danger 
of explosion. 

• Electric water heaters re¬ 
quire less maintenance. There 
is no pilot light, no vent, no 
flue or heat exchanger to cor¬ 
rode. 

• Electric water heaters have 
more insulation. They can be 
insulated on all sides, includ¬ 
ing top and bottom. 

• Electric wa¬ 
ter heaters are 
more efficient. The 
heating elements 
are in direct con¬ 
tact with the wa¬ 
ter so they are 
nearly 100 percent 
efficient. A gas wa¬ 
ter heater loses 40 
to 60 percent of its 
heat energy up the 
flue. 

Recipe for electrical appliance safety 
Preparation Time: 5 min¬ 
utes. 
Ingredients: Cords, hair dry¬ 
ers, curling irons, plugs, radios, 
toasters, microwaves, fuses and 
circuit breakers. 
Directions: 
• Check all power cords and 

plugs for breaks or dam¬ 
aged insulation. 

• Check plugs to be sure they 
are in good condition. 

• Keep all appliances such as 

toasters, microwaves, hair 
dryers, curling irons and ra¬ 
dios away from sinks and 
water. Electricity and 
water do not mix. 
If a circuit breaker keeps 
tripping or fuses keep blow¬ 
ing, first check to see if you 
have too many appliances 
on the circuit. Inspect cords 
and outlets. If the problem 
persists, have appliances in¬ 
spected by qualified service 

personnel or have the wir¬ 
ing checked by a qualified 
electrician. 

• Mix all in¬ 
gredients 
together fol¬ 
lowing the 
directions 
and cook 
up a recipe 
to save lives 

Serves: Everyone. 
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Protect your computer with a — UPS 
Despite constant efforts to 

eliminate the potential for power 
outages by upgrading the dis¬ 
tribution system for heavier 
loads, clearing lines of trees and 
brush, and utilizing capacitors 
and voltage regulators, there are 
still times when a momentary 
power outage occurs. Some 
people refer to these as the 
“blinking clock” syndrome. For 
the computer user, a blink can 
cause your computer to crash 
and the consequent loss of valu¬ 
able information. One way to 
help protect your computer from 
a brief power interruption is to 
install an Uninterruptible Power 
Supply (UPS). A UPS works off 
of batteries, ensuring a constant 
source of power. It will allow 
your computer to handle not 
only momentary power inter¬ 
ruptions, but depending on the 
UPS, possibly much longer out¬ 
ages. A basic UPS for a home 

user can be obtained for around 
$120. Many businesses use a 
UPS since a loss of informa¬ 
tion due to power interruption 
can be very costly. Larger and 
advanced UPSs can be used 
with multiple servers, minicom¬ 
puters, phone systems, and 
UNIX systems. Advanced UPSs 
can also be obtained for per¬ 
sonal desktop systems for 
around $300. The advanced 
UPS offers faster battery re¬ 
charging, full-time surge sup¬ 
pression, noise isolation, audible 
alarms, fault indicators and 
more. 

Momentary power interrup¬ 
tions have always been a chal¬ 
lenge for power companies and 
electric cooperatives. However, 
people notice them more today 
than in the past. So many items 
in our homes today have solid 
state electronics which are 
growing increasingly sensitive to 

voltage fluctuations. Items that 
do not use solid state electron¬ 
ics, such as refrigerators, 
clothes dryers, or even light 
bulbs, are not that sensitive. 
In most cases, a momentary 
outage could happen and there 
would be no noticeable effect 
on the performance of such 
devices. Years ago we did not 
have digital clocks, VCRs and 
personal computers. Today we 
do and we never seem to miss 
a blink. 

SouthEastern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative is continually 
striving to deliver high quality 
power to the member-owners. 
Nonetheless, there may be times 
when an unexpected outage 
occurs. If you are concerned 
about your computer, you may 
want to purchase a UPS. Con¬ 
sidering what you probably paid 
for the computer system, the 
cost of a UPS may be minimal. 

Power Outage 
JEFFERSON CO. If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they 
are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main 
breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your 
wiring from the meter pole to your various build¬ 
ings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the 
breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. Please be prepared to give the party answer¬ 
ing your call the account name and location num¬ 
ber as it appears on the envelope that contains your 
billing tickets. 

1 -800-833-2611 
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The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Cooperative to pay off all 
government debt 

Some sixty years ago when you could 
still make the statement, “Hi, Fm from 
the government and Fm here to help” 
without eliciting a chuckle, your Coop¬ 
erative obtained an initial Rural Electri¬ 
fication Administration (REA) loan in the 
amount of $811,000. That initial loan 
and subsequent loans enabled the resi¬ 
dents of this area to do for themselves, 
what the area power companies were 
unwilling to do — provide electricity to 
rural Southern Illinois. The relationship 
between SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative and the federal lending 
agency, known first as the “REA” and 
currently known as the “Rural Utilities 
Service” has been a productive one over 
the years, but it is time for your Coop¬ 
erative to move to a private source of 
capital. For several decades, your coop¬ 
erative has obtained supplemental loan 
funds from a bank which is collectively 
owned by the nation’s 1000 rural coop¬ 
eratives. That bank, known as the “Na¬ 
tional Rural Utilities Cooperative 
Finance Corporation,” or “CFC” for short, 
has agreed to provide loan funds which 
will enable your Cooperative to pay off 
all of its government notes effective 23 
April, 1998. Should SouthEastern re¬ 
quire additional loan funds in the future, 
it is expected they could be obtained from 
CFC within a period of 6 months, as com¬ 
pared to a waiting time for Rural Utili¬ 

ties Service loans of between two and 
three years. Despite the fact that the 
CFC is privately financed, their not-for- 
profit status has enabled them to offer 
us very competitive interest rates, and 
the operation of the Cooperative is ex¬ 
pected to be enhanced rather than hin¬ 
dered by this change. 
Cooperative announces 
“Touchstone Energy” alliance 

It is with great pleasure to announce 
that your Cooperative has formed an al¬ 
liance with 350 other locally owned elec¬ 
tric cooperatives across 
the country, called 
“Touchstone Energy”. 
The Touchstone Energy 
brand identity will dis¬ 
tinguish SouthEastern 
and other electric co-ops 
throughout the nation under one nation¬ 
ally recognized brand, known for integ¬ 
rity, accountability, innovation and a 
spirit of community. 

Unlike the mergers of investor-owned 
utilities and their emphasis on laying off 
employees to maximize profits, your co¬ 
operative will still be locally owned, and 
our employees will be the front lines of 
the campaign to help us compete in the 
newly restructured electric utility mar¬ 
ketplace. Our emphasis will be on ser- 

Continued on page 16d... 
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Ammunition 
is booming 

business for 
Akin man 

Ammunition is interesting in 
that it’s made up of just a few 
separate components. The main 
part is the cartridge case, which 
has a primer in the back. In the 
manufacturing process, the 
primed cartridge is filled with a 
measured amount of powder, and 
a bullet is stuffed in the front. 

When the cartridge is fired, 
the primer’s innards are con¬ 
sumed, and so is the powder. The 
bullet goes a long way, is often 
difficult to recover, and may be 
damaged. The case is the easi¬ 
est part to reclaim, is seldom dam¬ 
aged, and is the single most 
expensive component used. It’s 
only natural that frugal shooters 

Danny Campbell, a retired truck 
driver and Vietnam vet, is now a 
factory worker. But the factory he 
works in — and owns — is some¬ 
thing of an unusual one. He loads 
new ammunition and reloads 
used cartridge cases at CNC Car¬ 
tridge Co. 

“People told me I was crazy to 
give my business a name made 
up of random letters that didn’t 
mean anything,” he says, “but I 
had a meaning for those initials. 
They stand for ‘Cash ‘N’ Carry,’ 
and that’s how I started out. I’ve 
gotten to where I’ll take plastic, 
now.” 

Working out of a tiny shop 
just northwest of Akin — a big¬ 
ger one’s already in the works — 
Danny and his stepson Dwayne 
load some 85 different cartridges, 
many by the hundreds of thou¬ 
sands. While some customers 
are private citizens who just want 
to save money on ammunition, 
much of CNC’s production goes 
to area police departments to be 
used for target practice. 

Dwayne weighs out bags of .44-40 ammunition, an old caliber that’s 
enjoying a revival as shooters get involved in “cowboy-style” shooting. 
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Danny works one of the automatic ammunition loaders. This machine 
is set up to reload .45 ACP ammunition. 

would want to reuse them, and 
that’s what CNC is all about. 

Many people believe loading 
ammunition is best left to those 
with a death wish, but it’s really 
fairly simple, requiring some sen¬ 
sible precautions and careful at¬ 
tention to detail. Powders, 
primers, bullets and reloading 
equipment are all readily avail¬ 
able, and there are many 
manufacturer’s books out detail¬ 
ing how much powder to use in 
which kind of cartridge with 
which weight of bullet. 

While it’s not for the slipshod, 
reloading ammunition is not 
something reserved just for 
rocket scientists, either. 

At any rate, CNC sells a lot 
of reloads to area police agencies, 
including the Mt. Vernon Police 
Department, which buys some 
65,000 rounds a quarter. “Out of 
all that .45 ACP (Automatic Colt 
Pistol) and 9 millimeter,” Danny 
says, “they didn’t have one mis¬ 
fire. I’m proud of that. It proves 
that our automated machinery 
and quality control efforts are 
paying off.” 

He notes that there’s a boom¬ 
ing market for reloaded ammu¬ 
nition, as the price of 
factory-loaded ammunition con¬ 
tinues to climb. “The market was 
even better when there was a 
good supply of once-fired surplus 
military cases, such as 9 milli¬ 
meter and .223s,” Dwayne says, 
“that we could get in good condi- 



tion. Military cartridges have the 
primer crimped in, and if we get 
the brass (empty cartridge cases) 
with the primer still in, or with 
the crimp still intact, we know it’s 
only been fired once. If the 
crimp’s gone, we don’t have any 
way of knowing how many times 
it’s been used. We’re down to buy¬ 
ing and loading factory brass 
now, and that costs more than 
once-fired cases.” 

“We’re still looking for a good 
source of once-fired military 
brass,” Danny adds. 

Some of their machinery is 
set up strictly to load a specific 
caliber, and automatic machines 
load .38 Special, .45 ACP and 9 
millimeter ammunition. “We’re 
going to set up for a couple of 
other calibers as soon as we get 
moved into our new building,” 
Danny says, “and we already 
have the machines ready to go.” 

Each machine is set up so 
the operator just needs to keep 
it supplied with empty cases, 
primers, powder and bullets. 
“They all have fail-safe devices so 
the machine will stop if there’s 
something wrong,” Danny says. 
“When an empty case starts into 
the process, a little probe goes 
into it to make sure it’s empty. 
Then it moves to another station 
where a primer’s installed, it 
moves to the powder-charging 
station, a bullet is pressed into 
the mouth, and then it goes to a 
crimping station, where the 
bullet’s crimped in place. Then 
it drops into a bucket. We liter¬ 
ally load them by the bucketful 
here.” 

Other machines are not so 
sophisticated, and an operator 
sits at them, working a lever and 
placing a bullet in each case 
mouth as needed. When he 
places one bullet and pulls a 
handle, a loaded cartridge drops 
into a bucket. 

“We can load anything from 
.25 ACP to 458 Winchester Mag¬ 
num,” Danny says, “and chang¬ 
ing calibers is just a matter of 
pulling out a couple of pins and 
putting another module in 
place.” 

Any ammunition maker 
worth his salt is a shooter too, 

and Danny has a small rifle he’s 
pretty pleased with. Chambered 

for the old .22 Hornet cartridge, 
it’s capable of shooting all its 
bullets into one hole at a hun¬ 
dred yards — if the shooter is. 

“Most Hornets aren’t that 
good,” Danny says, “and many of 
them will do good to shoot into a 
two-inch circle at 100 yards. 
There’s an improved version 
called the .22 K-Hornet, and 
people told me I’d have to go to 
that to have a real tack driver. I 
set out to prove them wrong.” 

He has a target taped to the 
butt of the rifle, with one large 
hole in it, the result of half a 
dozen or so shots from the regu¬ 
lar .22 Hornet. Careful ammuni¬ 
tion loading, and a massive 
barrel, make the difference. 

Danny and Dwayne put a 
heavy emphasis on quality con¬ 
trol, and one way to ensure that 
your ammunition’s good is to 
shoot a fair amount of it. They do 
just that. “We have a chrono¬ 
graph, which measures the 
speed of a passing bullet,” Danny 
says, “and we’re obviously look¬ 
ing for good velocity and consis¬ 
tency. We’re doing a good job with 
both,” he adds. 

Danny emphasizes that his 
business is strictly legal, that he 
has a federal license to manu¬ 
facture and sell ammunition, 
and that he won’t sell to Illinois 
residents without seeing a Fire¬ 
arms Owners Identification Card. 

Those interested in getting in 
touch with CNC Cartridge Co. 
can call (618) 435-2855. 
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Bags and boxes of 
cartridges await ship¬ 
ment. 

Some of the bullets 
are on a workbench, 
along with Danny’s 
sharp-shooting.22 
Hornet rifle, barely vis¬ 
ible in the clutter. The 
row of machinery 
across the top of the 
photo is made up of 
various modules, 
each set up to load 
one cartridge. 



Continued from page 16a... 

vice, not profit. The newly formed 
alliance will broaden our outlook, 
while allowing us to increase our 
commitment to the people, busi¬ 
nesses and communities we 
serve. Being a Touchstone En¬ 
ergy partner will unite us with 
preferred power providers 
around the nation so that cus¬ 
tomers everywhere will know the 
best local electric company is 

serving them. Over the next sev¬ 
eral months, you can expect to 
see more about Touchstone En¬ 
ergy in television, newspaper and 
magazine advertisements, as 
well as logos, signs and spon¬ 
sored events. 
Cooperative announces 
Internet Home Page 

When you are “surfing the 
net” take the opportunity to visit 
us at www.seiec.com. Click on 

the picture of the Cooperative’s 
headquarters to find out valu¬ 
able information about the busi¬ 
ness you own. You’ll find 
information there about your 
Board of Trustees, the history of 
the cooperative, rates, special an¬ 
nouncements and much more. 
See you next month, and as al¬ 
ways, “We’ll keep the lights on for 
you.” 

Some things just don’t mix 
Power poles and many attachments such as satellite 

systems and billboards are like oil and water — they just 
don’t mix. It is dangerous for you to attach anything to 
one of SouthEastern’s poles, and it is dangerous for our 
linemen to climb a pole with attachments. 

Please do not attach anything to a power pole. Even 
posters nailed to a pole can cause a lineman to fall if he 
hits a nail when climbing the pole. If you need assis¬ 
tance removing a foreign object from our pole, call the 
cooperative at(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611. 

FRANKUNC0. 

• Sesser Ewing • 
Macedonia • 

KITTINGER 

• Benton 

FRANK 
SKOBEL 

• Valler 
•North City 

• Buckner 
• Logan 8 • Christopher 

Orient* ThompsonvUleZ 

Power Outage  
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

8 8 

• Walpole Broughton 

HAMILTON CO. 

Freemanspur 

• Johnston City 

Pittsburg 

TERRY MOORE 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they 
are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main 
breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your 
wiring from the meter pole to your various build¬ 
ings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the 
breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. Please be prepared to give the party answer¬ 
ing your call the account name and location num¬ 
ber as it appears on the envelope that contains your 
billing tickets. 

1 -800-833-2611 
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The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Individuals moving into Southern Illi¬ 
nois are often surprised by the fact that 
SouthEastern residential members read and 

calculate their own bills on a monthly ba¬ 
sis, and recently I received a note from a 
member inquiring “if the Cooperative spon¬ 

sored a billing 101 class for dummies?” Ac¬ 

tually the system currently in place is the 

most cost effective and simple billing sys¬ 
tem presently available. By utilizing the self¬ 

read and self-calculated system, members 

are saving the expense of meter readers 
which would be quite costly for a utility the 
size of SouthEastern, which encompasses 

eight counties and over 2,200 square miles 
of service area. Not only is such a system 

very cost effective, it is also very flexible, 
allowing members to select a billing cycle 

that best suits their personal needs. 

Two billing cycles are available, one on 

the 5th of the month, the other on the 
20th. Members are automatically assigned 
one of those two cycles when their accounts 
are connected. However, members, who need 
to change their designated billing cycle date 
to accommodate their receipt of income, can 
do so simply by phoning our billing depart¬ 
ment and requesting a change. The system 
has even more flexibility built into it, namely 

the fact that meter readings can be taken 
on dates other than the 5th and 20th — 
as long as the calculated bill and payment 

are received in the office not later than the 

bill due date which is the 15 th of the month 

for the 5th of the month billing cycle, and 

the 30th of the month for the 20th billing 

cycle. For example, a member with a billing 

date on the 5th, could read his or her meter 

as early as the 1st of every month if they so 

desired, or as late as the 14th of every 
month, provided the bill is received in our 

Eldorado office by the 15th. 
SouthEastern members who are living 

on fixed incomes may find our “Levelized 
Payment Plan” to be an advantage. Mem¬ 

bers selecting this option will continue to 
read their meters just as they did previ¬ 

ously, but will send a predetermined pay¬ 
ment amount each month along with their 
actual meter readings. Unlike budget bill¬ 
ing plans offered by other utilities, our 
levelized billing plan has no big “balloon 

type” payment at the end of the billing pe¬ 

riod. Each levelized account is reviewed twice 
each year and the member will be notified 

of any needed adjustment in their monthly 
payment amount. 

Members, who for whatever reason, 

cannot read their own meters may opt to 

have the Cooperative read the meter and 
send an invoice type bill for an additional 

fee of $5.00 per month. 
Reading the meters is relatively easy, 

but sometimes paying the bill is not. If you 

are unable to pay your bill please notify us, 
we’ll do our best to work with you on these 
kind of problems. 

Members preferring to do so, may pay 
any bill with their Visa or MasterCard, and 
in the very near future SouthEastern will 
offer its own Visa card for “members only” 
which will allow residential customers to 
earn rebates up to $100 annually when the 

automated debit feature of the card is used 

to pay their monthly power bills. The card, 
of course, can be used for all other pur¬ 

chases as well, and will carry a competitive 

interest rate. Watch this column for an up¬ 

date on the credit card in the near future, 

as well as information on new home mort¬ 

gages and home improvement loans which 

will be available for members currently re¬ 
ceiving service through SouthEastern Illi¬ 

nois Electric Cooperative. 

See you next month, and as always, 
“We’ll keep the lights on for you.” 
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Tomatoes and cogeneration 

go hand in hand 

A 
John and Betty 
Kearns pack to¬ 
matoes in the 
greenhouse com¬ 
plex near Raleigh. 

◄ 
Jeff Milligan con¬ 
nects a climbing 
creeper to a cord 
with a plastic slip. 

John and Betty Kearns and 
Bob and Ginny Milligan and 
their son Jeff have an interest¬ 
ing venture cooking about a 
mile and a half northwest of 
Raleigh. 

For about the last 3 years, 
they’ve used a mix of different 
assets to keep their business 
going. Primarily, they raise hy¬ 
droponic tomatoes in some 
11,000 square feet of green¬ 
house space. But it’s a second¬ 
ary aspect of the business that 
makes it interesting. They’re 
involved in a cogeneration ar¬ 
rangement with SEIEC. 

They have a couple of V-8 
engines that provide power and 
operate the fans that keep the 
two-ply plastic greenhouses in¬ 
flated. Waste heat from the 
engines helps warm the place 
as needed, and it’s also being 
used to test an aquaculture 
experiment. 

John, a retired mining en¬ 
gineer from Placerville, Califor¬ 
nia, notes, “We get so much 
heat from the engines that it 
seems a shame to let it go to 
waste. We’ve put in a big tank 
of water and we’re trying to raise 
tilapia, a breed of fish that 
should be very marketable.” 

If there’s one thing that isn’t 
experimental, it’s the tomatoes. 
They’re grown in perlite, and 
are fed nutrients through a 
spaghetti-like series of plastic 
tubes. 

But the really interesting 
thing about the operation is the 
engines and, more specifically, 
the fuel they use. The gas comes 
in the form of methane, from 
an abandoned coal mine be¬ 
neath the greenhouses. 

“It’s the free fuel that makes 
the operation viable,” Ginny 
says, “because if we had to run 
electric motors for the fans, and 
if we had to pay to heat the 
place, it wouldn’t be feasible. 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ MAY 1998 



This way, with the engines run¬ 
ning generators, we have fans, 
waste heat, and electricity. It 
works well for us, and it 
wouldn’t work at all if we had 
to buy fuel for the engines.” 

Occasionally, the operation 
sells power to SEIEC, and that 
helps make the operation even 
more viable. Their ingenuity and 
creativity are proof positive that 
Southernmost Illinois is in good 
hands! 

► 
The proof of the growing is in 

the tomatoes. 

TOMATOT;C 

It pays to be a member - new service available! 

The dream of home ownership 
comes alive 

Buying, selling or moving? 
Call toll free (888) 324-6631 

If you’re looking to buy, sell, or move to a new home or are interested in refinancing or home 
equity loan, check out EC Home ™. With no money down, cash back bonuses, competitive 
rates and — best of all — hassle-free application and preapproval, you can be in your dream 
home in no time. 

Your one stop shop for home mortgage and related real estate services 
• Free (with 24 hour) prequalification, preapproval and personal 

mortgage counseling. 
Totally paper-free verbal application 
Access to more than 50 types of mortgage products, including 
low down payment and guaranteed rural housing loan. 
New home, refinancing and home equity loans. 
Affordable, preferred EC Home ™ interest rates. 
Opportunities for Cash Back bonuses. 
Assistance from your own personal move coordinator, in 
buying and selling a home. 
Discounts on moving van, self move rentals and related services 
Access to top real estate professionals, appraisers and inspectors. 
Guaranteed service satisfaction. 

We’re pleased to bring you this valuable package of products and services 
because we want our community to grow and prosper. 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
(800) 833-2611 
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Celebrate “Electrical Safety Month” in May! 
The calendar tells us it’s the 

month to observe and learn 
about electrical safety rules. 
Here are some tips to follow 
any month of the year. 
• Don’t restrict air flow 

around a TV set. It can over¬ 
heat without proper venti¬ 
lation. 

• Don’t put materials that can 
burn, such as clothing, cur¬ 
tains, paper and flammable 
liquids, near lamps, heat¬ 
ing appliances and hot sur¬ 
faces. 

• Plug in portable appliances 
only when you intend to use 
them. 

• Keep motors or their pro¬ 
tective covers free from lint, 
dust and dirt so they don’t 
overheat. 
There are many more tips 

to add to the list. Just contact 
us for additional information on 
how to make every day and 
every month time to follow elec¬ 
trical safety rules. 

Energy saving tips 
May is the month when 

members could be using heat¬ 
ing and air conditioning. These 
energy saving tips can help save 
money on your electric bill by: 

• Use kitchen, bath and 
other ventilating fans sparingly. 
In just one hour these fans can 
blow away a houseful of warmed 
or cooled air. Turn them off as 
soon as they have done their 
job. 

• Also, keep your fireplace 
damper closed unless you have 
a fire going. An open damper 

in a 48-inch square fireplace 
can let up to 8 percent of your 
heat out through the chimney. 

• Turn up that air condi¬ 
tioning thermostat. 78 to 80 
degrees will feel cool when it’s 
95-100 degrees outside. Also, 
use fans to increase the air 
movement. Ceiling fans are 
great and don’t cost much to 
purchase or to operate. Small 
portable fans are also useful. 
Attic fans are also great when 
you are not using your air con¬ 
ditioning, especially in the early 

summer when it’s not really too 
hot yet. Just keep that air 
moving! 

• Keep your windows shaded 
during the day to keep your 
house as cool as possible. When 
the sun is not overhead and 
the outside air begins to cool, 
open the windows and exchange 
that warm air for cool outside 
air. It doesn’t take very long. 

• You could put in a new 
high efficiency heat pump 
(maybe even a geothermal heat 
pump). 

Power Outage 
JEFFERSON CO. If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they 
are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main 
breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your 
wiring from the meter pole to your various build¬ 
ings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the 
breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. Please be prepared to give the party answer¬ 
ing your call the account name and location num¬ 
ber as it appears on the envelope that contains your 
billing tickets. 

1 -800-833-2611 
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The SOOTHEASTERN UGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Have you ever noticed that your 
phone and water bills have a “basic 
charge” for making service available? 
Basic phone service costs about $17 a 
month in our area, and a typical wa¬ 
ter district’s charge would be in the 
$19 range. These fees represent the 
minimum amount that must be paid 
whether or not you as a customer ac¬ 
tually used your phone or any water 
during the billing period. SouthEastern 
has a basic charge also, and it ap¬ 
pears on residential rate sheets as the 
$8.75 charge for zero energy usage. 
SouthEastern’s basic charge, like those 
of phone and water companies, includes 
fixed costs of depreciation, interest, 
taxes, maintenance and administration. 

Most electric companies do not try 
to recover all of their fixed expenses 
through a single charge, but instead 
combine the basic charge with higher 
energy charges for the first few hun¬ 
dred kilowatt hours of electricity used 
each month. Since 1983 SouthEastern 
has utilized an $8.75 basic charge, 
combined with a higher energy charge 
of 8.6C for the first 500 kilowatt hours 
used each month to try to recover ac¬ 
tual fixed costs. All remaining energy 
has been priced at 5.55C. As we enter 
into an era of deregulation, it is more 
important than ever that subsidies 
among customer classes be eliminated, 
and a recent cost of service study re¬ 
vealed we now have over 2,000 mem¬ 

bers each month, who are using little 
or no energy and are being subsidized 
by the rest of the membership. To al¬ 
leviate this situation, the basic monthly 
charge will be increased to $15.75 ef¬ 
fective January, 1999. This change will 
enable us to lower the cost of energy 
to 6.26C for the first 1,100 kilowatt 
hours, and to 5.4C for all remaining 
kilowatt hours, and will actually re¬ 
sult in a rate reduction for some 76 
percent of SouthEastern members. The 
following chart shows the impact of 
the change: 

Kilowatts Existing New 
Rate Rate 

0 $ 8.75 $ 15.75 
100 $ 17.67 $ 22.33 
300 $ 35.51 $ 35.49 
500 $ 53.35 $ 48.65 
900 $ 76.83 $ 74.97 
1500 $112.05 $111.01 
3000 $200.03 $196.57 

All of the above prices include the 
Illinois Public Utilities Revenue Tax. 
The above chart depicts the standard 
residential rate; the All-Electric rate is 
structured similarly except all energy 
used above 1,100 kilowatt hours is 
priced at 5.18C. New rate sheets will 
be sent out this fall. See you next 
month, and as always, “We’ll keep the 
lights on for you.” 
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Nominating Committee chosen 
As provided by the bylaws of SOUTHEAST¬ 

ERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., 
a Nominating Committee was chosen April 28, 
1998, consisting of the following Cooperative 
Members: 
District No. 2 
W. D. Fisher, 22397 East Heard Lane, Macedonia, 
IL 62860 

District No. 3 
Carl L. Smith, RR 5 Box 164, McLeansboro, IL 
62859 

District No. 4 
John Gogue, 40 Naugle Road, Galatia, IL 62935 

District No. 5 
Lloyd Williams, RR 1 Box 186, Omaha, IL 62871 

District No. 6 
Eugene Cobb, 4969 Market Road, Marion, IL 
62959 

District No. 7 
John L. Beal, 6615 Highway 145 South, Harris¬ 
burg, IL 62946 

District No. 8 
David W. Wiman, RR 1 Box 124, Herod, IL 
62947 

District No. 9 
Joseph C. Whitehead, 4845 Tunnel Hill Road, 
Tunnel Hill, IL 62991 

District No. 10 
Sandra L. Steward, P.O. Box 297, Rosiclare, IL 
62982 

District No. 11 
R. C. Davidson, Jr., RR 3 Box 136, Golconda, 
IL 62938 

The Committee will meet at the office of the 
Cooperative on Tuesday, June 9, 1998, at the 
hour of 10 a.m., for the purpose of nominating 
four (4) candidates for three-year terms as Trust¬ 
ees of SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC. Trustees whose terms are 
expiring include: Victor Knight, RR 5 Box 209, 
McLeansboro, 62859 (District #3); W. B. Pulliam, 
RR 2, Galatia 62935 (District #4); David Ramsey, 
2825 Elba Road, Omaha 62871 (District #5); 
and Kenneth R. Webb, 5370 Tunnel Hill Road, 
Tunnel Hill 62991 (District #9). 

/s/ James J. Scherrer 
James “Jamie” Scherrer, Secretary 
Board of Trustees 

Office closing 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative’s 
office will be closed Monday, May 25, in 
observance of Memorial Day. 

The cooperative office will resume normal 
business hours on Tuesday, May 26. 
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As June rolls around, we need to think 
safety (still/again) 

June is Safety Month, and while we should prac¬ 
tice safety the year around, we might be wise to use 
the month to recommit ourselves to safe practices 
in and around the home, much as we use the 
beginning of a new year to work on self-improve¬ 
ment. 

Let us hope we are more successful with safety 
than with New Year’s resolutions. 

While we tend to deal with electrical safety most 
often on this page, it is important to review all 
kinds of home safety occasionally, and these tips 
are intended to remind you of the many hazards in 
the modern household. You may be able to think of 
more. 

Do you have smoke detectors? If not, run out 
and get some. They’re your first line of defense in 
saving you and your family from fire, and they’re 
very inexpensive. Make it a point to check your 
batteries twice a year, when you change your clocks 
back and forth for daylight-saving time. 

While not very common, carbon monoxide de¬ 
tectors are being installed in more and more homes, 
and you should get one if you have any fuel-burn¬ 
ing appliances. They are more important now than 
they were in the past, because homes tend to be 
tighter, and the natural ventilation that used to 
provide air exchanges is no longer there. 

Ground-Fault Circuit Interrupters, or GFCIs, are 
also an important part of home safety. Like smoke 
detectors, they are recognized as being so impor¬ 
tant that they’re now required by law in new con¬ 
struction, in kitchens, bathrooms and for outdoor 
electrical outlets. Unfortunately, they’re uncommon 
in even fairly new homes, and they offer enough 
protection that you might want to talk to an electri¬ 
cian about having some put in your home. They’re 
intended to protect you from shock or electrocution 
if you come in contact with a faulty circuit or appli¬ 
ance. 

There are some on the market that can be used 
with existing wiring, and you’d be wise to invest in 
some of them until you can get your home wired. 
Some extension cords intended for outdoor use have 
them built into one end, and you can buy plug-in 
units to use in kitchen and bathroom receptacles. 

Be sure to have an emergency evacuation plan, 
so all family members can escape in the event of a 
fire. Have a designated place to meet outside, so 
nobody goes back in to look for someone who may 
be perfectly safe but out of view. Practice your plan, 
especially if you have children. 

It’s a good idea to have fire extinguishers where 
you can get at them, and near an exit. If firefighting 

efforts fail, it’s important to be able to get away 
from smoke and flames. A multipurpose dry chemi¬ 
cal ABC extinguisher is best for general home use. 

Keep a well-stocked first-aid kit handy, and be 
sure the contents are up-to-date, since some medi¬ 
cations have expiration dates. Make sure family 
members know how to use the kit. First aid kits 
should be checked periodically for expiration dates 
and to restock those items which are missing from 
prior use. 

It’s important to get help quickly in an emer¬ 
gency, and one good way to do that is to have a list 
of emergency telephone numbers posted near every 
phone in your home. If you have children, teach 
them to dial emergency numbers, and stress that 
they should not dial emergency numbers unless 
there’s a real emergency! 

While it’s nearly impossible, make a special ef¬ 
fort to keep flashlights handy, and try to keep the 
batteries current. You may want to change them 
out when you check your smoke detector batteries. 
It’s a good idea to have at least one flashlight for 
each bedroom. Since kids tend to find flashlights 
terribly fascinating, get toy ones for them, and tell 
them they can use them any way they want to, but 
that the real flashlights are off limits. That doesn’t 
always work, but it’s worth a try. 

Know how to shut off all the energy sources 
coming into your home. Put a tag on the valves for 
gas, oil, water and electricity, and know how to 
shut them off safely. Some valves take a special 
wrench, and it’s a good idea to have one taped to 
the pipe leading to the house, or kept in a similarly 
handy location. Know how to use them. 

An emergency kit is essential in Illinois homes, 
because of the danger, nearly any time of the year, 
that the weather will do something very unpleasant. 
Tornadoes can strike at any time, and lesser wind¬ 
storms can also cause prolonged power outages. 
Winter storms can do the same thing, and cold 
weather may be life-threatening. And there’s always 
the possibility, however remote, of a flood or earth¬ 
quake. 

Your emergency kit should include a battery- 
powered radio (keep fresh batteries, too), a flash¬ 
light, clothing and bedding, non-perishable food that 
needs minimal preparation, containers of water and 
a first-aid kit. During winter time, you may want to 
have a portable space heater that burns kerosene, 
butane or propane, just to be on the safe side. 

We’re sure you can think of more, but the main 
thing is to get started planning now — don’t wait 
for New Year’s day! 
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Employees, members in 
River-to-River Run 

The 11th annual River-to- 
River Run was held on Satur¬ 
day, April 18, and several SEIEC 
members, employees and relatives 
took part. This team, Chariots of 
Star, represented the Star Church 
in Eldorado, which is served by 
SEIEC. In the group photo are, 
front row from left, Eldon 
McDowell, Barry Winders, pas¬ 
tor, Logan Kittinger and Robin 
Holloway, SEIEC operations su¬ 
perintendent. In the back row 
from left are David Allen, son of 
SEIEC’s fleet and purchasing 
manager Don Allen, Brock Phelps, 
Dewayne Whitlock and Larry 
Parks. Kittinger, Whitlock and 
Parks are SEIEC members. In the photo at right, Brooke 
Phelps hands off the baton to Logan Kittinger. 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they 
are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main 
breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your 
wiring from the meter pole to your various build¬ 
ings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the 
breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. Please be prepared to give the party answer¬ 
ing your call the account name and location num¬ 
ber as it appears on the envelope that contains your 
billing tickets. 

1 -800-833-2611 
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SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Last year at about this same time, 
I reported that the State of Illinois was 
facing a power shortage with the pos¬ 
sibility of brownouts or blackouts af¬ 
fecting various areas of the State. 
Fortunately those situations did not 
occur, but the power shortages last 
year did cause wholesale power prices 
to soar to over 15 cents per kilowatt 
hour and several utilities were placed 
on one hour notice to curtail their use 
of transmission lines bringing power 
into Illinois from adjacent states. Well 
as Yogi Berra once said “it looks like 
deja vu all over again” for Illinois is 
once again facing a power shortage, 
and the Illinois Commerce Commis¬ 
sion, along with the Mid-America In¬ 
terconnected Network Reliability 
Council, known as “MAIN” for short, 
are considering various scenarios for 
study purposes. 

As was the case last year, this year’s 
problems are resultant of several large 
power plants in northern Illinois being 
unavailable for operation and there is 

speculation these plants may not be 
in running order when summer’s hot 
weather strikes. 

Power for SouthEastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative members is gen¬ 
erated by the Southern Illinois Power 
Cooperative which is located near 
Marion, Illinois. For reliability purposes, 
the Cooperative’s Marion plant is in¬ 
terconnected with other utilities such 
as CIPS and Illinois Power. Because of 
the non-operating power plants in 
northern Illinois, there is an increased 
potential for power shortages should 
any one of the currently operating 
plants in the State fail. 

Because of our strong transmis¬ 
sion ties to large power producers such 
as the Tennessee Valley Authority, we 
feel there is only a marginal chance 
such an event could happen, but as 
an owner of this Cooperative we feel 
you need to know about the situation. 
See you next month, until then “We’ll 
do everything possible to keep the lights 
on for you.” 
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Official notice of 1998 Annual Meeting 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN That the An¬ 

nual Meeting of the members of SOUTHEAST¬ 

ERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., 

Joseph C. Whitehead 

Sandra L. Steward 

R. C. Davidson, Jr. 

District #9 

District #10 

District #11 
will be held at the Southeastern Illinois College, 

Illinois Route 13, East of Harrisburg or South 

of Eldorado on College Drive, on August 4, 1998; 

that the period of registration for said Meeting 

of Members will be from 6 p.m. until 7 p.m.; 

business meeting of said Members will convene 

at 7 p.m. for the purpose of taking action upon 

the reports of Officers, Trustees, and Commit¬ 

tees of said Cooperative, for the election of four 

(4) Trustees for terms of three (3) years each, 

and for such other matters as may properly be 

considered at such meeting. 

You are further notified that the number of 

Trustees to be elected at the 1998 Annual Meet¬ 

ing is four (4) and that one Member is to be 

elected from each of Districts 3, 4, 5, and 9. 

met at the office of the Cooperative on June 9, 

1998, at the hour of 10 a.m., for the purpose of 

nominating four (4) candidates for three-year 

terms as Trustee of SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS 

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., The said meet¬ 

ing was continued until June 18, 1998 at the 

hour of 10 a.m. 

The undersigned presided as Secretary of 

the meeting, and continued meeting. 

Upon final consideration, the following can¬ 

didates were nominated: 

Victor Knight 

Richard Rister 

David Ramsey 

Kenneth R. Webb 

District #3 

District #4 

District #5 

District #9 
Report of Nominating Committee 

As provided by the by-laws of SOUTHEAST¬ 

ERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., 

a Nominating Committee, consisting of the fol¬ 

lowing Cooperative members: 

W.D. Fisher District #2 

Carl L. Smith District #3 

John Gogue District #4 

Lloyd Williams District #5 

Eugene Cobb District #6 

John L. Beal District #7 

David W. Wiman District #8 

DATED at Eldorado, Illinois, this 18th day 

of June, 1998. 

/s/ Lloyd Williams 

Secretary of the Meeting 

DATED at Eldorado, Illinois, this 17th day 

of July, 1998. 

/s/ James J. Scherrer, Secretary 

Board of Trustees 

Report of Nominating Committee 
As provided by the bylaws of SouthEastern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc., a Nominating 

Committee, consisting of the following Coopera¬ 

tive members: 

W.D. Fisher District #2 

Carl L. Smith District #3 

John Gogue District #4 

Lloyd Williams District #5 

Eugene Cobb District #6 

John L. Beal District #7 

David W. Wiman District #8 

Joseph C. Whitehead District #9 

Sandra L. Steward District #10 

R. C. Davidson, Jr. District #11 

met at the office of the Cooperative on June 9, 

1998, at the hour of 10 a.m. for the purpose of 

nominating four (4) candidates for three-year 

terms as Trustees of SouthEastern Illinois Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative, Inc. The said meeting was con¬ 

tinued until June 18, 1998 at the hour of 10 

a.m. 

The undersigned presided as Secretary of 

the meeting, and continued meeting. 

Upon final consideration, the following can¬ 

didates were nominated: 

Victor Knight District #3 

Richard Rister District #4 

David Ramsey District #5 

Kenneth R. Webb District #9 

DATED at Eldorado, Illinois this 18th day of 

June, 1998. 

/s/ Lloyd Williams 

Secretary of the Meeting 
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Attend the 
SouthEastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Annual Meeting 

Tuesday, August 4 
Southeastern Illinois College 

llinois Route 13 east of Harrisburg 
or College Drive south of Eldorado 

Registration begins at 6 p.m. 
Business meeting begins at 7 p.m. 

• Reports of officers 
• Election of trustees 

• Other cooperative business 

$10 electric bill credit 
for all members 

attending the annual 
meeting 

on your next electric bill! 
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Good reasons to use carbon monoxide 
indicators and alarms 

• Carbon monoxide (CO) can¬ 
not be detected by human 
senses. It is colorless, odorless 
and tasteless. 
• CO can cause death, or per¬ 
manent injury to oxygen-rich 
tissue, such as brain and heart. 
It is a cumulative poison. Even 
low levels of CO can cause ir¬ 
reversible learning and memory 
defects in fetuses. 
• Fire fatalities are often caused 
by CO. CO gas may overcome 
unsuspecting victims before the 
smoke alarm goes off. 
• Even low levels of CO can 
impair judgement, impede fa¬ 
cility and greatly increase risk 
of accidents and injury to mo¬ 
torists and machine operators. 
• Early symptoms of CO poi¬ 
soning (dizziness, headaches. 

nausea, fatigue) and frequently 
misdiagnosed as flu or virus. 
• Half of all fatal poisonings in 
the U.S. are attributed to car¬ 
bon monoxide. 
• Appliance malfunction and 
backdrafting cause about 1,500 
fatalities each year in the U.S., 
plus another i0,000 serious 
injuries (such as paralysis, 
blindness, permanent brain 
damage) as well as a large num¬ 
ber of long-term health prob¬ 
lems. 
• Many CO poisonings occur 
because energy conservation 
measures may cause a vacuum 
effect in the home which causes 
backdrafting. 
• Automobiles are a major 
source of CO. Many incidents 
involving automobiles are the 

result of faulty exhaust systems. 
But, often problems occur in 
vehicles having exhaust systems 
that are in perfect condition. 
For example, flat-backed ve¬ 
hicles such as vans/mini-vans 
and station wagons can create 
a negative pressure at the rear, 
which can cause exhaust fumes 
to be sucked into the vehicle 
through cracks in door/window 
seals, ill-fitting seams, or rust 
spots. This same negative pres¬ 
sure effect can also occur in 
other types of cars where ex¬ 
haust fumes are sucked into 
the trunk through imperfections 
in rubber trunk seal and then 
into passenger compartment. 
• Use of CO indicators will 
greatly reduce the number of 
deaths and injuries. 

Power Outage 
Macedonia' 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they 
are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main 
breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your 
wiring from the meter pole to your various build¬ 
ings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the 
breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. Please be prepared to give the party answer¬ 
ing your call the account name and location num¬ 
ber as it appears on the envelope that contains your 
billing tickets. 

1 -800-833-2611 
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The SOGTHEASTERN UGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Mind your own business! 

That’s just what the owners of 
SouthEastern will do when they at¬ 
tend the Cooperative’s Annual Meeting 
which will be held Tuesday, August 
4 th. 

Those members who are able to 
attend recognize that responsibility 
comes with ownership. They also rec¬ 
ognize that no business organization 
adheres to American values and prin¬ 
ciples more soundly than do coopera¬ 
tives. In a cooperative, members elect 
other members to serve as trustees. 
These trustees reside in the districts 
they represent and pay the same elec¬ 
tric rates as their neighbors. The end 
result is trustees who want the same 
two things from their cooperative that 
every other member wants; low rates 
and reliable service. 

Conversely, investor-owned utilities 
normally select their directors based 
on the number of shares the individual 
owns. Their directors often reside out 
of the area or even out of state, and 
therefore are isolated from the rate and 
service concerns your cooperative 
trustee has. Investor-owned utilities 
(lOUs) are driven by one goal: profit 
per share — all else is secondary. Sim¬ 
ply put, they are much more inter¬ 
ested in Wall Street than the streets of 
southern Illinois. 

Investor-owned utility annual meet¬ 
ings are held for the benefit of major 
stockholders who attend to hear plans 
for future profit making. Cooperative 
annual meetings, on the other hand, 
are open to all members, since all are 
equal in rights and voting privileges. 

So if you can, attend this year’s 
Annual Meeting and MIND YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS! 

Don Basinger (left) and Stan Voile, SEIEC 
linemen, sharpened their underground 
splicing and cable termination skills in a 
week-long class held May 18-22 at Lincoln 
Land Community College in Springfield. 
The class is part of an on-going hot line 
training school hosted by the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, Springfield. 
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Electric power in your home 
Electricity provides power 

that will serve you in countless 

ways the rest of your life. It is 

a controlled energy which your 

power supplier channels into 

homes and industries in a safe 

and dependable manner. At that 

point, it becomes your respon¬ 

sibility to use this controlled 

power safely. 

One point to always remem¬ 

ber — never give this electric¬ 

ity an opportunity to strike you 

through some unthinking care¬ 

less act in your daily routine. 

Exercise Responsible Electric 

Accident Control Today (RE¬ 

ACT) by respecting this power 

through the safe and efficient 

use of the many labor-saving 

devices powered by man-made 

lightning. 

The practice of operating or 

touching a plugged-in appliance 

when working in or around your 

kitchen sink is an invitation for 

man-made lightning to strike. 

Those water faucets and sewer 

connections provide an excel¬ 

lent path to the ground for elec¬ 

tricity to follow — don’t let it 
pass through your body to get 
there! 

Radios or similar small ap¬ 

pliances that are within reach 

of the bathtub or shower make 

bathrooms an excellent place 

for accidents. Ex¬ 

ercise caution 

when using appli¬ 

ances in the bath¬ 

room. 

Laundry room 

areas, where water 

and its associated 

pipes are ever 

present, require safe 

practices. Be sure 

that three-wire appli¬ 

ance cords are used 

and that the appliance 

cases are bonded to the 

ground wire of the elec¬ 

tric unit. 

Almost all power tools are 

equipped with three-wire cords 

to be used in three-wire out¬ 

lets. Too frequently, though, 

work to be done is out of reach 

of such an outlet. Extension 

cords are needed, and to avoid 

a jolt of man-made lightning, 

make sure they are of the three- 

wire variety and are connected 

to a ground fault 

interrupter-pro¬ 

tected circuit. 

Outdoor patio liv¬ 

ing has become 

enriched with the 

use of the depend¬ 

able servant, elec¬ 

tricity. Don’t let this 

man-made energy go 

astray by failing to 

use three-wire cords 

and ground fault in¬ 

terrupters on all out¬ 

door electrical circuits. 

‘Fan’ 
tastic 
Ideas 

for 
Summer 

That good old stand-by, the electric fan, can help you save 

money on air conditioning. 

Whole House Fans 
In the cool of the night when temperatures are at or below 82 

degrees, whole house fans can be the ticket to savings of up to 50 

percent of your cooling costs. Exhaust the warm, stale air by put¬ 

ting one in your attic (if you have good attic ventilation), or the 

central hall or stairway. 

Ceiling Fans 
A ceiling fan can help to. By moving air, the effect of evaporation 

makes you feel more comfortable at warmer temperatures. And, it 

only uses about the same amount of electricity it takes to light a 

15-watt light bulb. 

Window and Exhaust Fans 
In an open area, window fans are very effective, or use your fan 

for exhausting moist air from the bathroom or kitchen. 

Portable Fans 
Place a portable fan facing away from your window air condi¬ 

tioning unit to help spread the cool air around. The fan helps move 

cool air into other rooms and down hallways. Just as hot air rises, 

cool air sinks to the floor, so put the portable fan on the floor for 

best results. 
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Attend the 

SouthEastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Annual Meeting 

Tuesday, August 4 

Southeastern Illinois College 
Illinois Route 13 east of Harrisburg 
or College Drive south of Eldorado 

Registration begins at 6 p.m. 

Business meeting begins at 7 p.m. 
• Reports of officers 

Election of trustees 
Other cooperative 
business 

$10 electric bill credit 
for all members 
attending the 

annual 
meeting 

on your next electric bill! 
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Improve air conditioning cost and comfort 
Correctly sizing an 

air conditioning unit is 
important. Too large a 
system will do a poor 
job of dehumidification 
and will cost more to 
purchase and to oper¬ 
ate. Too small a system 
will not cool your home 
adequately. 

Systems are sized to 
meet peak heating and 
cooling needs, and units 
are sized by the “ton,” 
which represents 12,000 
BTUs of cooling per 
hour. Factors such as 
geographical area, build¬ 
ing orientation, insula¬ 
tion, windows and doors 
are considered in sizing the 
unit. 

Air conditioner sizing should 
never be based merely on an 
estimate. Methods are available 

from professional organizations 
such as ASHRAE (the Ameri¬ 
can Society of Heating, Refrig¬ 
erating and Air Conditioning 
Engineers, Inc.) and ACCA (the 

Air Conditioning Contrac¬ 
tors of America). Computer 
software is also available 
to assist homeowners in 
sizing their own air con¬ 
ditioning systems. 

Air conditioners are 
rated by their seasonal en¬ 
ergy efficiency ratio (SEER) 
and the sensible heat frac¬ 
tion (SHF). The higher the 
SEER rating the greater 
the efficiency. A minimum 
SEER of 10 is required 
by the National Appliance 
Efficiency Standard. The 
SHF expresses the unit’s 
dehumidification ability. 
The lower the SHF, the 
better it dehumidifies con¬ 

ditioned air. The suggested 
maximum SHF is 0.80. Units 
with a higher rating may not 
adequately dehumidify some 
homes. 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they 
are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main 
breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your 
wiring from the meter pole to your various build¬ 
ings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the 
breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. Please be prepared to give the party answer¬ 
ing your call the account name and location num¬ 
ber as it appears on the envelope that contains your 
billing tickets. 

1 -800-833-2611 
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The SOUTHEASTERN UGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Last fall Illinois Legislators drafted 
the Electric Service Customer Choice and 
Rate Relief Act of 1997, and Governor 
Edgar signed it into law in December. 
That bill, as currently enacted, mandates 
competition for all investor-owned power 
companies in Illinois, and allows electric 
cooperatives and municipally owned elec¬ 
tric systems to participate at the discre¬ 
tion of their governing bodies. Every user 
of electricity in Illinois, including those 
served by investor-owned power compa¬ 
nies, electric cooperatives and municipal 
systems will be affected by this legisla¬ 
tion. 

Let me explain that statement by re¬ 
minding you that money is the driving 
force behind the push for deregulation. 
Customers are expecting to save it, and 
investor-owned power companies are ex¬ 
pecting to earn more of it. At the present 
time, retail electric sales revenues in the 
United States exceed 212 BILLION dol¬ 
lars a year; much greater than revenues 
for the phone industry which amount to 
about 100 BILLION dollars annually. Don’t 
worry, though, about getting phone calls 
every night begging you to switch power 
suppliers, because as a single residential 
customer it’s just not economically fea¬ 
sible for a power supplier to recruit you. 
The giant power marketer, ENRON, did 
initially attempt to recruit individual resi¬ 
dences in California, but discontinued the 
practice due to economics. 

All the major commercial and indus¬ 
trial electrical users in Illinois, however, 
will be receiving phone calls, letters and 
personal visits asking them to switch 
power suppliers. Larger commercial and 
industrial customers have better energy 
usage patterns than most residential cus¬ 
tomers, and serving those types of cus¬ 
tomers allows for more efficient power 
generation, which lowers costs for every¬ 
one. The loss of our large commercial 
and industrial customers would probably 
result in higher rates for all remaining 

SouthEastern members. Since our goal 
is to provide each of you with the lowest 
rates possible, we worked with our power 
supplier, Southern Illinois Power Coop¬ 
erative, to develop a new wholesale rate 
structure which recognizes the value of 
larger commercial and industrial cus¬ 
tomers. As a result of that restructuring 
and some revisions of SouthEastern’s own 
industrial rates, we now have eighteen 
large commercial/industrial customers 
who have signed long term purchase 
agreements with your Cooperative. 

We continue to work at reducing costs, 
and the largest expense we have is pur¬ 
chased power, which represents 70 per¬ 
cent of our total operating expenditures. 
To help lower that cost, the three distri¬ 
bution cooperatives, which own the South¬ 
ern Illinois Power Generating Plant at 
Marion, have invited Monroe County Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative to become a member/ 
owner of that plant effective in the year 
2002. Of course it will be decades before 
Monroe County Electric Cooperative es¬ 
tablishes significant owner equity, but the 
addition of this rapidly growing coopera¬ 
tive should produce additional genera¬ 
tion efficiencies and reduce generation 
costs commencing in the year 2002. 

Despite our on-going efforts to pro¬ 
vide you with the lowest cost energy pos¬ 
sible, we will not forget that the term 
“electric service” contains two words, with 
“service” being just as important as “elec¬ 
tric.” Neither will we forget that all cus¬ 
tomers, residential, commercial and 
industrial are “Key Customers” at 
SouthEastern. Our 1999 residential rates 
reflect that commitment, with our cost 
for 1000 kilowatt hours of electricity priced 
at $81.55, slightly lower than the new 
Ameren/CIPS rate of $82.34, and signifi¬ 
cantly lower than Illinois Power’s new rate 
of $85.73. 

See you next month, and as always, 
“We’ll keep the lights on for you.” 
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Members learn of coming changes 

There was a good crowd: perhaps you can find your¬ 
self in this photo. 

“Change is coming to the 
electric industry, and it will for¬ 
ever alter the way SouthEastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative and 
all power companies do busi¬ 
ness.” That message, delivered 
by SouthEastern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative manager James 
M. “Mick” Cummins, was part 
of the overall theme of ‘change’ 
which carried throughout the 
cooperative’s 60th annual meet¬ 
ing of members. The meeting, 
held Aug. 4 at Southeastern 
Illinois College near Eldorado, 
drew over 800 members - all 
part-owners of the electric co¬ 
operative. 

During the meeting, 
Cummins explained how recent 
changes in the industry would 
affect cooperative members. 
“Every electric customer in Illi¬ 
nois will be affected by the Elec¬ 
tric Service Customer Choice 
and Rate Relief Act of 1997,” 
Cummins said, referring to the 
deregulation legislation signed 
by Governor Edgar in Decem¬ 
ber of last year. The legislation, 
which mandates that investor- 
owned utilities compete on the 
open market, offers cooperatives 
local control over participation. 

Cummins said it was un¬ 
likely that residential custom¬ 
ers would be solicited by power 

suppliers, but 
that large com¬ 
mercial cus¬ 
tomers almost 
certainly would 
be. 

“In 1997, 
SouthEastern’s 
large commer¬ 
cial sales ex¬ 
ceeded $13.5 
million,” he 
said. “The loss 
of those sales 
would probably 
result in a rate increase for all 
remaining SouthEastern mem¬ 
bers. A change was needed to 
avoid that situation.” Cummins 
said the cooperative worked with 
Southern Illinois Power Coop¬ 
erative (SIPC), its wholesale 
power provider, to develop a 
wholesale rate structure which 
would provide annual savings 
of over $900,000 to large com¬ 
mercial customers. Additionally, 
SouthEastern reduced its own 
retail rate for large commercial 
customers by $200,000. The net 
result is $ 1.1 million in annual 
savings for 18 large commer¬ 
cial customers who signed long¬ 
term purchase agreements with 
the cooperative. 

Turning to residential rates, 
Cummins noted that members 

were probably 
aware of rate re¬ 
ductions recently 
enacted by inves¬ 
tor-owned utilities. 
“In the recent ef¬ 
forts to implement 
deregulation in our 
state, it was the 
power companies 

themselves who offered residen¬ 
tial rate reductions as an in¬ 
centive to get their part of the 
deregulation legislation passed,” 
he said, citing a 15 percent rate 
reduction implemented by Illi¬ 
nois Power and a 5 percent rate 
decrease enacted by Central Il¬ 
linois Public Service (CIPS). 
“Those are big numbers, and if 
SouthEastern could capriciously 
match those types of reductions 
it would mean we were over¬ 
charging you.” 

Cummins went on to say 
that acceptance of Monroe 
County Electric Co-Operative as 
the fourth member of SIPC 
should result in lower whole¬ 
sale power costs for 
SouthEastern in the near fu¬ 
ture. Cummins also said the 
$200,000 residential rate de¬ 
crease mentioned during last 
year’s annual meeting was till 
on schedule to be implemented 
Jan. 1 of 1999. “With that de¬ 
crease in effect, SouthEastern’s 
residential rate for 1,000 kilo¬ 
watt hours will be $81.55 - just 
slightly less than the new CIPS 
rate of $82.34, and quite a bit 

James M. “Mick” Cummins, (left), general manager 
of SouthEastern IHinois Electric Cooperative, con¬ 
gratulates four area members who were elected to 
serve on the cooperative’s board of trustees. Pic¬ 
tured with Cummins are (l-r): David Ramsey of 
Omaha, Victor Knight of McLeansboro, Kenneth 
Webb of Tunnel Hill, and Richard Rister of Harrisburg. 
The trustees were elected during the cooperative’s 
60th annual meeting of members, held Aug. 4 at Manager Cummins visits Manager James M. “Mick” 
Southeastern Illinois College near Eldorado. with a member. Cummins gives his report. 
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Members received a SouthEastern umbrella at The registration table was a busy place, 
registration. 

James Key of Johnston City was winner of a 
TV/VCR, and Brian Julian of West Frankfort 
won a microwave oven, in the attendance 
drawings. Presenting the prizes were Ray 
Harbison, member services and industrial de¬ 
velopment manager, and Greg Cruse, admin¬ 
istrative and financial services manager. From 
left are Cruse, Key, Julian and Harbison. 

less than the new Illinois Power 
rate of $85.73,” Cummins said. 

He also said the coopera¬ 
tive would be returning 
$1,405,000 in patronage capi¬ 
tal later this year. “One million 
of those dollars are going to 
members who received service 
from the cooperative in 1997. 
That’s going to provide 
SouthEastern’s residential 
members with one of the low¬ 
est rates in the state, with a 
1997 average effective cost of 
6.12 cents per kilowatt hour,” 
he added. 

“There have always been dif¬ 
ferences between your coopera- 
tive and the area power 
companies,” said Cummins, 
“but the changes that are go¬ 
ing to be brought about by de¬ 
regulation will make those 
differences even greater.” He 
pointed out a number of con¬ 
trasts between SouthEastern 
and investor-owned utilities. 
“Your cooperative is a local, 

employees and board 
members of this coop¬ 
erative are local people. 
The power that lights 
your home is generated 
right here in southern 
Illinois from locally 
mined coal,” Cummins 
said. “The end result 
is that about 90 cents 
of every dollar that you 
spend on electricity 
through this coopera¬ 
tive stays right here in 
southern Illinois and 
helps our economy.” 

He also noted 
that the cooperative 
had paid off its debt to 
the Rural Utilities Ser¬ 

vice with loan funds obtained 
from the Cooperative Finance 
Corporation, a not-for-profit 
bank owned by cooperatives. 
The shift is expected to pro¬ 
duce savings of over $300,000 
per year for SouthEastern. 

In other business, coopera¬ 
tive members elected a new 
trustee to SouthEastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative’s governing 
board and re-elected three cur¬ 
rent trustees to additional 
terms. Richard Rister of Har¬ 
risburg was elected to his first 
term on the board. 
Rister will fill the va¬ 
cancy left by W. B. 
Pulliam of Galatia, 
who chose to retire 
when his term ex¬ 
pired. Victor Knight of 
McLeansboro, David 
Ramsey of Omaha, 
and Kenneth Webb of 
Tunnel Hill were each 
re-elected to serve 
three-year terms. 

business meeting, the board of 
trustees held a reorganizational 
meeting. Roy Wise of Harris¬ 
burg will serve as president, 
James Scherrer of Equality will 
serve as vice-president, and 
Sherry Gross of Elizabethtown 
will serve as secretary-treasurer 
for the coming year. 

SouthEastern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative is a member- 
owned electric cooperative with 
headquarters in Eldorado. It 
serves approximately 20,444 
members over 3,207 miles of 
energized line in Franklin, 
Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, 
Johnson, Massac, Pope, Saline, 
White and Williamson counties. 

SEIEC trustee Sherry Gross has her 
blood pressure checked. 

member-owned corporation. The Following the Members follow along in the meeting program. 
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Those powerful power lines 
Power lines carry electricity, 

a commodity that powers 
our appliances and tools, heats 
and cools our homes, provides 
convenience and lights our way. 
But electricity can burn, injure 
and even kill unless you re¬ 
spect it and exercise safety and 
extreme caution. 

Similar to lightning, the flow 
of electric current is constantly 
seeking a path to the ground. 
Should you cause an object or 
part of your body to come in 
contact with a power line, you 
are immediately providing a 
path that the electric current 
is seeking. 

Take care not to become the 
fatal link between electricity and 
the ground it seeks. 

Metal ladders can also serve 
as that fatal link. 

Antennas are cumbersome 

and hard to control. They can 
easily fall or be blown against 
nearby power lines. Before in¬ 
stalling or repairing a radio or 
TV antenna, call SouthEastern 
Electric Cooperative for advice. 

Many types of farm equip¬ 
ment are of such height and 
length that they can easily come 
into contact with overhead 
power lines. Always be aware 
of potential hazards. 
• Grain augers can be excel¬ 

lent conductors. They may 
be the single most danger¬ 
ous piece of farm equipment. 
When raised in a fully ex¬ 
panded position, a grain 
auger can contact power 
lines, turning you into a fa¬ 
tal accident statistic. 

• Kites and model airplanes 
flown near power lines in¬ 
vite accidents. Always keep 

them clear of power lines. 
Instruct children never to 
climb in trees that have 
power lines running through 
their branches. 

• Consider any overhead power 
lines dangerous. Keep objects 
at least 10 feet away from 
power lines. 

• In areas where farm equip¬ 
ment will be operating, in¬ 
spect for possible 
interference with overhead 
lines. 

• Don’t attempt to raise or 
move electric lines. Call your 
cooperative office and we will 
make arrangements to do 
that kind of work. 

• Report any potential power 
line hazard to SEIEC. 

• If power lines are buried, 
contact us for a location 
before digging. 

Power Outage 
JEFFERSON CO. If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they 
are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main 
breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your 
wiring from the meter pole to your various build¬ 
ings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the 
breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. Please be prepared to give the party answer¬ 
ing your call the account name and location num¬ 
ber as it appears on the envelope that contains your 
billing tickets. 

1 -800-833-2611 
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The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

“SouthEastern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative is a consumer owned, not-for-profit 
organization whose mission is to provide 
reliable energy and other services which 
benefit and involve our membership, and 
enhance our community.” Some readers 
may recognize these words as the Mis¬ 
sion Statement adopted by the 
Cooperative’s Board several months ago. 
Words are easy to pen and lots of folks 
promise things and don’t live up to them, 
but for decades SouthEastern has been 
involved in activities which benefit and 
enhance our community. One of those 
activities is providing financial assistance 
to deserving children of SouthEastern 
members who attend area junior colleges. 

In 1976, your Board of Trustees ini¬ 
tiated a scholarship program to assist 
such students, and four $400 scholar¬ 
ships are provided annually to local 
schools. Southeastern Illinois College at 
Harrisburg receives two, and John A. 
Logan College at Carterville receives one, 
as does Rend Lake College at Benton. 

Applications for the scholarships are 
to be obtained from the schools, each of 
which has established a Scholarship Com¬ 
mittee. This Committee, which is chaired 
by one of the counseling staff or the 
Dean of Student Affairs, selects the re¬ 
cipient of the scholarship based on the 
following criteria: 

1) The student must demonstrate finan¬ 
cial need. 

2) The student or parents must be a 
current member of SouthEastern Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperative. 

3) The student must be in good aca¬ 
demic standing. 
The selection of students is left en¬ 

tirely to the discretion of the participat¬ 
ing colleges who notify the Cooperative 
of the selected recipient and request ad¬ 
vancement of the funds. 

In addition to the above scholarships, 
SouthEastern, in conjunction with other 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives, offers a 
$ 1,000IEC Scholarship each year to high 
school seniors whose parents are mem¬ 
bers of an Illinois Electric Cooperative. 
This scholarship may be used for educa¬ 
tional costs at any two or four-year ac¬ 
credited college, or university in Illinois, 
including vocational and/or technical 
schools. The following conditions apply: 
1) Scholarship winners must begin un¬ 

dergraduate studies within a year of 
being notified they have won. 

2) Scholarship winners will be expected 
to be “full time” students (12 hours or 
more). 

3) Scholarships are for one year and are 
not renewable. 

4) Scholarships will be awarded based 
on grade point average, college entrance 
test scores, work and volunteer expe¬ 
rience, participation in school and com¬ 
munity activities, biographical statement 
and knowledge of electric cooperatives 
as demonstrated by a short essay. 

5) Deadline for receipt of completed ap¬ 
plications and submissions is 1 Janu¬ 
ary of each year. 

6) Scholarship winners will be notified 
by 1 May of each year. 

7) Applications for this scholarship are 
available upon request from 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive. 

8) Scholarship winners are selected by 
Northern Illinois University. 

For more information or IEC Schol¬ 
arship application, please contact Ray 
Harbision at SouthEastern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, P.O. Box 251, Eldorado, 
Illinois 62930 or phone (618) 273-2611, 
or call toll free at (800) 833-2611. 

See you next month, and as always, 
“We’ll keep the lights on for you.” 
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Geothermal strikes again — just as 
summer fades 

Mother Nature is a perplex¬ 
ing creature. She hits us with 
hot weather, cold weather, dry 
weather and rainy weather, and 
sometimes it seems that we’re 
getting them all at once. 

But she prepares her brood 
for weather by providing them 
with ways to get out of the worst 
she throws at them. For many 
of our furry little friends, Ma 
Nature gives them the wisdom 
to dig a burrow, or to move 
into someone else’s. Hundreds, 
if not thousands, of species 
winter underground, and many 
also escape the summer’s worst 
heat by finding a subterranean 
snug place, where the 
temperature’s about the same 
the year around. 

We can do that too, and we 
don’t have to go down there 
where it’s dank and dark and 
musty. We can have a geother¬ 
mal heating-and-cooling system 
installed in our homes. 

As we’ve said here many 
times, a geothermal system is 
an all-in-one heating, cooling 
and water-heating system, and 
it will provide you with definite 
benefits through all the seasons. 

A geothermal heating-and- 
cooling system can cool your 
home more efficiently than a 
regular air conditioner or heat 
pump, and it can provide you 
with heat for less money than 
natural gas. That’s right: Geo¬ 
thermal gives you cheaper heat 
than natural gas. Electric co¬ 
ops don’t discuss that fact very 
much because in many places, 
it’s really a moot point. Most 
co-op members don’t have natu¬ 
ral gas, and the prospects of 
them getting it any time soon 
are slim, except in those areas 
where electric co-ops are 
branching out into the natural 
gas business! 

If you heat with propane. 

remember that geothermal can 
heat and cool for less than you 
can perform those chores with 
propane. 

And when you’re about to 
replace that old propane fur¬ 
nace that’s limped through the 
last couple of winters, remem¬ 
ber the horrendous price spikes 
of just a few years ago, when 
your supplier was forced — be¬ 
cause of a shortage — to triple 
his prices, just as cool weather 
set in. 

That situation has improved 
for some, since some electric 
co-ops have gotten into the pro¬ 
pane business to help insulate 
their members from such prac¬ 
tices.^/ 

Electricity rates in Illinois 
have been steady for some 15 
years now, and while they’ve 
been higher than your co-op 
friends like, they are coming 
down. That’s another thing to 
consider when you set out to 
replace that old furnace. 

To refresh your memory, a 
geothermal system is reallyjust 
a heat pump, but it’s like a 
heat pump on steroids. A heat 
pump is sort of a reversible air 
conditioner, bringing cool air 
into your home in the summer, 
and bringing in warm air in 
the winter. You control what it 
does with your wall-mounted 
thermostat. 

But if a heat pump has a 
weakness, it’s that it begins to 
lose its “oomph” in the winter¬ 
time about the same time most 
of us do. When the mercury 
drops to about 10 degrees F., 
your heat pump’s efficiency 
drops, leaving you hunting 
supplemental heat. 

A geothermal unit is differ¬ 
ent. It uses a liquid-filled bur¬ 
ied loop that circulates 
underground much like those 
burrowing little critters we were 
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discussing earlier. It works with 
a medium that’s about 55 de¬ 
grees F., the year around. 

So while an air conditioner 
or heat pump has to work hard 
to cool 90-degree air in the 
summer, your geothermal unit 
is breezing along with its 55- 
degree medium, blowing cool air 
into your home. That’s a lot 
easier than working with the 
normal outside air temperature. 
And when it’s cooling, it’s also 
transferring heat into a water- 
heater connection, to help you 
save about half the cost of that 
convenience. 

And while the average heat 
pump struggles to heat zero- 
degree air in the winter, your 
geothermal unit is breezing 
along with its 55-degree me¬ 
dium, taking warmth out of the 
ground and blowing it into your 
home. It’s a system that can’t 
be beat. 

If there’s a disadvantage to 
geothermal, it’s that the initial 
cost can be steep. Those bur¬ 
ied loops are often sunk into 
trenches or wells, and digging 
those can get expensive. Often, 
the grid can be sunk into a 
good-sized pond, since you’re 
really just looking for a hefty 
heat sink. 

But whatever the case, geo¬ 
thermal warrants very careful 
consideration, because its sav¬ 
ings are so great. And it’s avail¬ 
able wherever there’s an electric 
line. 

Be sure to look into geo¬ 
thermal, especially if you’re 
thinking of building a new home 
or replacing an old furnace. The 
difference is well worth the 
trouble, and your friends at 
your local co-op will be happy 
to help you make the right de¬ 
cision. 



Tips on determining 
your true energy costs 

Would you like to find out 
how much you are really spend¬ 
ing on energy for your home or 
business? Here are some tips 
from the U.S. Department of 
Energy for figuring your energy 
costs: 

• Energy costs can vary 
greatly with the seasons. As 
a result, look at your en¬ 
ergy costs on an annual 
basis over a 12-month pe¬ 
riod. Gather your electric 
and natural gas bills for one 
year and add them together. 
Remember to include bills 
for propane, oil, wood or 
other heating fuels that you 
may have purchased. (If you 
have a large oil storage tank 
that you seldom refill, you 

may need to add up several 
years worth of oil bills, and 
divide by the number of 
years.) 

• Remember that a mild or 
harsh winter and/or sum¬ 
mer can significantly affect 
your energy costs. How to 
handle this? Add up sev¬ 
eral years’ worth of bills and 
then divide by the number 
of years to get an accurate 
figure. 

• Want to go hi-tech? Or per¬ 
haps you want to find out 
how much energy your 
“dream house” would use? 
If you have access to the 
Internet, you can use the 
Virtual Home Energy Advi¬ 
sor, which you can access 

on your computer at 
www.eetd.lbl.gov/HES. This 
program, created by the 
Lawrence Berkeley Labora¬ 
tory, uses detailed informa¬ 
tion from you to estimate 
your home’s energy usage 
and annual energy costs. 
The Advisor includes de¬ 
tailed calculation of all your 
energy uses, including heat¬ 
ing, cooling, hot water, lights 
and appliances. 
Do you have questions 

about home energy costs? Are 
you looking for ways to save 
money by increasing energy ef¬ 
ficiency in your home or busi¬ 
ness? Call SouthEastern 
Electric Cooperative and we will 
be happy to help you. 

Handle harvest with care 

If you are handling loose, 
harvested grain, it is all too easy 
to get trapped in the grain — 
or even die of suffocation. Grain 
handling accidents happen very 
quickly, and flowing grain can 
draw in a person in seconds. If 
you are in a large wagon or a 
grain bin, you could become 
completely submerged in as 
little as 15 seconds. 

A grain surface may appear 
solid, but it’s not — a small 
opening in the unloading gate 
gives the entire surface the 
quality of quicksand. When 
kernels are removed from the 
bottom, kernels directly above 
rush in to fill the void, creating 
a fluid motion. Even if the grain 
flow is stopped, the danger is 
not over. It is very difficult to 
remove people from grain once 
they are trapped. For example, 
the force required to remove a 
person buried in grain can ex¬ 

ceed 2,000 pounds — the same 
as lifting a small car. 

Don’t be a victim of suffo¬ 
cation when handling loose 
grain. Follow these safety tips: 
• Lock out power to all types 

of grain-handling equip¬ 
ment. Disconnect power, 
and place locks over oper¬ 
ating switches. This also 
helps discourage grain theft. 

• Always use the buddy sys¬ 
tem when you are unload¬ 
ing or loading grain. Notify 
a second person of your 
whereabouts at all times, 
so that he/she can obtain 
help if necessary. Ideally, 
have a second person on 
site. 

• Never permit children to ride 
in grain wagons or enter 
grain storage areas. 

• Apply suffocation hazard 
decals to all grain wagons, 
grain bins and storage 

structures. Instruct every¬ 
one who handles grain 
about the danger of suffo¬ 
cation. 

• Lock access doors to grain 
bins; limit access to the top 
of grain wagons. 

Source: The National Ag Safety Database / Iowa 
State University Extension 
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A couple of degrees equals 
a bunch of dollars!! 

A degree here and a degree there and 
pretty soon you’re talking real money! Low¬ 
ering your thermostat by one or two de¬ 
grees in the winter can mean real savings 
on your heating bills. Raising the tem¬ 
perature can also result in much larger 
heating bills. 

For example, lowering your thermostat 
to 68° from 70° will save you 6.2 percent 
on your heating bill. Lowering the thermo¬ 
stat just one degree will save you 3.1 per¬ 
cent. However, let’s say you like to keep 
your home toasty warm in the winter. 
Cranking up the thermostat to 76° will 
jack up your heating bill by 18.6 percent. 
Remember: each degree you raise or lower 
the thermostat from 70° means you will 
pay 3.1 percent more or less on your heat¬ 
ing bill. 

If you need more information on how 
to cut your winter heating bills, call your 
electric co-op for more assistance. As a not-for-profit electrc utility, your co-op will be happy to 
help you save money. As a member-consumer, it’s your co-op. 

Power Outage 
JEFFERSON CO. If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they 
are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main 
breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your 
wiring from the meter pole to your various build¬ 
ings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the 
breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. Please be prepared to give the party answer¬ 
ing your call the account name and location num¬ 
ber as it appears on the envelope that contains your 
billing tickets. 

1 -800-833-2611 
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The SOUTHEASTERN UGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

We’ve all grown so accustomed to 
the convenience of having electricity 
in our homes that we tend to turn 
light switches on even when the power 
is off. Being without power is not only 
inconvenient, it’s aggravating. What’s 
more aggravating though, is to pick 
up your telephone to report the fact 
that you are without electricity and 
find the phone line to SouthEastern is 
busy. You wait a few minutes, hit the 
redial button and the line is still busy. 
You wait 30 minutes and try again, 
but the line is still busy. An hour 
passes, and you still cannot get through 
to report the fact that you are without 
service. Such situations can occur when 
a major power outage is in progress. 

Fortunately major power outages 
are not daily events at SouthEastern, 
but they can occur as the result of 
severe storms, or when a vehicle or 
farm implement tears down Coopera¬ 
tive poles and lines. Major power out¬ 
ages can also result from animals or 
snakes crawling onto substation trans¬ 
formers, and in rare occasions even 
new or well maintained electrical equip¬ 
ment can fail. Please be assured that 
we do not take the phones off of the 
hook during these busy times, and we 
are just as anxious to receive your 
call as you are to place it. The seem¬ 
ingly incessant busy signals result from 
hundreds or even thousands of cus¬ 
tomers trying to access the phone lines 
into the Cooperative. 

Extra personnel are assigned to 

receive calls during major outages, but 
if the outage occurs after regular work¬ 
ing hours, the employees must be called 
into the office and there is some delay 
before they are available to receive calls. 
Incoming member outage calls take an 
average of 2.5 minutes each to report, 
which doesn’t seem long at all until 
you consider the fact that each em¬ 
ployee can only handle about 24 calls 
per hour; an inadequate situation when 
several hundred members are trying 
to get through. 

Contrary to popular opinion, we do 
not have any blinking lights or other 
devices which will notify us when you’re 
out of power, and it’s often several 
hours into an major outage before we 
know its extent. Knowing the extent of 
the outage allows us to dispatch the 
appropriate number of personnel to 
restore service, and alerts us if there 
is a need to obtain help from neigh¬ 
boring cooperatives. Therefore, we have 
a common goal: You want to report 
your outage promptly, and we want to 
receive it promptly. The only question 
remaining is: How do we get it done? 
We have considered several alterna¬ 
tives and prefer to answer all calls in 
person, but the only viable solution is 
an automated outage reporting sys¬ 
tem. 

With the eleven phone lines the 
Cooperative currently has, an auto¬ 
mated outage reporting system can 
handle up to 1,320 calls per hour, 

(continued on page 16b) 
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General Manager's Column 
(continuedfrom page 16a) 
compared to the maximum of 264 we are now 
able to take. Members with touch tone phones 
will be able to report outages by keying in their 
home phone numbers, and it will no longer be 
necessary for them to know their “Location 
Number” before they call. Members without a 
phone number on record, and members with¬ 
out touch tone phones, will be asked to leave 
their name, location number, phone number, 
and a brief message on a recorder. Cooperative 
personnel will check messages as they are re¬ 
ceived to assure all outages are reported. Auto¬ 
mated systems are designed to call back all or 
selected phone numbers keyed in during an 
outage to confirm that service has been re¬ 
stored. SouthEastern’s dispatch personnel can 
also place a message on the system advising 

members the Cooperative is aware of outages in 
specific geographic areas. Other cooperatives 
using automated outage reporting systems, in 
combination with the informative recording, re¬ 
port that some 85 percent of callers hang up 
after finding out the outage affecting them has 
already been reported. 

We’ve checked with other cooperatives who 
have installed the systems and each reports an 
improvement in outage reporting. Of course 
nothing is perfect and even with eleven incom¬ 
ing phone lines there will be occasional times 
when callers receive a busy signal, but they will 
be much less frequent. It’s anticipated that 
SouthEastern will have an automated system in 
place and operating by December of 1998. Until 
then, “We’ll keep the lights on for you” (and if 
your lights do go off, we should be easier to 
reach after December). 

Surplus equipment for sale 
1997 DODGE RAM CHARGER: AD 150,2-Wheel 
Drive, Color: Gold Dust, 318 V8, Automatic, 
Power Steering, Power Breaks, Anti-Spin differ¬ 
ential, AM/FM Radio, Approximately 134,328 
Miles. Minimum Bid $800. UNIT # 73G 

1988 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN SCOTTSDALE: 
350 V8 Engine, 2-Wheel Drive, Color Dark Yel¬ 
low, Automatic Transmission, AM Radio, Power 
Steering, Power Brakes, Electric Tailgate Win¬ 
dow, Locking Differential, Approximately 117,570 
Miles. Minimum Bid $1,750. Unit # 84E 

The above surplus equipment is available for 
sale and may be viewed at the Eldorado Head¬ 
quarters from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., the week of 
November 9. Sealed bids are to be submitted by 
4 p.m. Monday, Nov. 16th. 

Office closing 
Our office will be closed Thursday 

through Saturday, Nov. 26 - 28, in obser¬ 
vance of Thanksgiving. 

Please designate the UNIT Number you wish to 
bid on, your bid price, name, address and tele¬ 
phone number. Bids are to be for an exact 
dollar amount. 

Please mark “SEALED BID” on the 
outside of your envelope and send 
it to: 

Mr. DON ALLEN, Surplus Equip¬ 
ment, SouthEastern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, Inc., P. 0. Box 
251, Eldorado, IL 62930. 

A new heating 
system filter 

When was the last time you changed your 
heating and cooling system filters? Well if it’s 
been a while, you better take a look, because 
chances are they’re coated with dirt, lint, and 
who knows what else? That makes it very tough 
for air to get through, and makes your heating 
and cooling system consume a lot more elec¬ 
tricity, and translates into bigger power bills. 
So, change your heating and cooling system 
filters regularly so your money doesn’t vanish 
into thin air. 
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Smart responses to 
electrical emergencies 

We’ve said it here many times: Electricity is 
wonderful stuff. It lights our homes, warms them, 
heats water and powers many of our appli¬ 
ances. But the fact that it can do work proves 
that it is also a source of possible danger, if 
improperly used. 

With that in mind, it’s a good idea to know 
what to do in the event of an electrical acci¬ 
dent. A quick, correct response can save a life, 
while the wrong one might do more harm than 
good. The National Electrical Contractors Asso¬ 
ciation (NECA) offers the fol¬ 
lowing tips for electrical 
accidents and emergencies. 

Shock and Electrocution. 
A shock victim must be re¬ 
moved immediately from the 
source of electricity. However, 
always turn off the power be¬ 
fore touching the victim, wire or 
equipment. If it’s not possible to 
turn the power off, use a non¬ 
conducting tool —such as a rope 
or a dry wooden stick —to move 
the person; then call for help. Do 
NOT complete a circuit between one 
wire and the ground. If the victim 
is touching a power line, get help — 
don’t touch them. 

Injuries resulting from contact 
with electrical current have their own 
set of symptoms and complications. 
To make sure you, or someone you’re 
with, gets help if injured, NECA notes that elec¬ 
trical injuries could include any one or a com¬ 
bination of the following: 

•Loss of consciousness-it can last from 
several minutes to hours. 

• Involuntary muscle reaction 
• Ventricular fibrillation — the steady heart¬ 

beat may be disrupted and the rhythm lost, 
possibly resulting in cardiac arrest. Cardiopul¬ 
monary resuscitation (CPR) may be needed, but 
always check the person’s airway, breathing and 
circulation before beginning CPR. 

• Respiratory arrest-Breathing may stop. 
• Internal bleeding. 
• Nerve cell damage-This may not be ap¬ 

parent until the victim tries to walk. 

• Electrical burns-An electric arc generates 
temperatures as high as 20,000° C, and can 
cause serious burns. 

NECA notes that several factors influence 
the extent of electrical injuries, including the 
voltage, the amperage, the path the current takes 
through the body and the length of the contact. 

As mentioned earlier, you should check the 
person’s breathing and pulse before attempting 
any treatment. Remember that after four to six 
minutes, oxygen deprivation will cause brain 

damage. If the victim is not 
breathing, initiate CPR. 

If there’s no heartbeat, start 
CPR immediately and continue 
until medical help arrives or the 
person breathes on his/her own. 

Fires. Never use water to 
put out an electrical fire! If the 
electrical fire is still small, you 
can use a Class C or combination 
fire extinguisher. If the fire is out 
of control, get out and call for help. 

Stay low to avoid inhaling 
smoke. If your clothes catch on fire, 
stop, drop to the ground and roll to 
extinguish the flames. 

Burns. The first hour after an elec¬ 
trical accident is crucial for treating 
electrical burns. Treat a minor burn 
with cool water and cover with a clean, 
dry cloth. If the burn is more serious, 
cover it with a sterile, dry cloth and get 

medical help—immediately! 
Remember that electrical accidents can af¬ 

fect a person’s skin, muscles and bones. It is 
possible the victim will go into shock from an 
electrical burn. Keep the person lying down with 
feet elevated. Never try to pull charred clothing 
off burned skin. 

While burns and injuries may occur, uncon¬ 
trolled electricity may also cause a fire. Remem¬ 
ber to stay low to avoid inhaling smoke. 

If you have questions about electrical safety, 
please contact your electric cooperative for in¬ 
formation. Your electric co-op is always glad to 
help you. 

Office Closing 
We will be closed Wednesday Nov. 11, in observance of Veteran's Day. Enjoy your holiday! 
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Carbon monoxide — safeguard your 
family from this silent killer 

Carbon monoxide is a poisonous gas that has 
no color, no odor, and no taste. It forms when 
fuels are burned without a good supply of air for 
complete combustion. It can come from auto ex¬ 
haust, a wood-burning fireplace, or any gas- or 
oil-burning heater or appliance. 

At low levels, carbon monoxide may have few 
noticeable effects. At high concentrations, it can 
be lethal. 

Beware of persistent nausea, headaches, vom¬ 
iting or drowsiness. These symptoms of carbon 
monoxide poisoning are often mistaken for flu or 
other illnesses. 

Be suspicious if everyone in your household 
shares the same symptoms, especially if they clear 
up when you leave the house. 

First aid: act fast 
If you discover someone overcome by carbon 

monoxide, get him or her to fresh air quickly. If 
that’s not possible, open nearby doors and win¬ 
dows, then call for medical help. 

Have conscious victims lie down, and keep 
them warm and calm. If they’re not breathing, 
initiate CPR. Tell emergency personnel that you 
suspect carbon monoxide poisoning. 

Know telltale signs - Carbon monoxide’s warn¬ 

ing signs are easy to spot. 
Be alert to soot buildup on or near a fireplace 

or furnace chimney, yellow instead of blue gas 
flames, or a pilot light that keeps going out. 

Other warning signs include sick pets, dying 
houseplants, or excessive moisture buildup on walls 
or windows where moisture was never noticed 
before. You can also use detectors that alert you 
to dangerous levels of carbon monoxide. 

Prevent carbon monoxide buildup 
Don’t let carbon monoxide build up in your 

home. 
Have your heating system professionally in¬ 

spected annually. 
Make sure exhaust ducts on gas water heat¬ 

ers and clothes dryers are not blocked. 
Check flue pipes for rust or deteriorated areas 

that could let combustion fumes escape into your 
home, and replace corroded pipes immediately. 

Check the chimney to be sure it isn’t clogged 
by nests or other debris. 

When you use an unvented gas or kerosene 
heater, open a window an inch or more to ensure 
plenty of oxygen. Make sure the heater has a 
sensor that will shut itself off if the oxygen level 
drops too low. 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they 
are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main 
breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your 
wiring from the meter pole to your various build¬ 
ings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the 
breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. Please be prepared to give the party answer¬ 
ing your call the account name and location num¬ 
ber as it appears on the envelope that contains your 
billing tickets. 

1 -800-833-2611 
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The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
South Eastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

The checks are coming! 
From the recent downslide of the 

stock market, it is apparent that own¬ 
ing shares of some businesses might 
not be so great, but the members of 
SouthEastern can take pride in the 
fact that the corporation they own will 
be mailing out over 31,000 capital credit 
refund checks this December totaling 
almost $1,400,000. Our plans are to 
have the checks in the mail by the 
second week of December, so they 
should arrive in time to help with your 
shopping. Owning shares of other cor¬ 
porations may subject your investment 
to the whims of a global economy, but 
being a member of SouthEastern lets 
you purchase the energy you need and 
put $’s back into your pockets. 

Extended office hours 
For several months now, your Co¬ 

operative has been open for business 
from 8 a.m. through noon on Satur¬ 
days in order to serve you better. De¬ 
spite the fact that we advertised the 
new hours in various community pa¬ 
pers, few members are utilizing the 
extended hours. We will continue the 
new hours through January of 1999 
and reevaluate the situation at that 
time. We will be closed on Saturday 
November 28, December 26, and Janu¬ 
ary 1 for the respective holidays which 
occur during those periods. 

Surge protection 
Our way of life has been revolu¬ 

tionized by the development of the com¬ 
puter chip and correspondent electronic 

devices. Perhaps the only drawback to 
this new technology is its sensitivity 
to lightning and other electrical surges. 
Several manufacturers now offer pro¬ 
tective equipment which ranges in price 
from just a few dollars to several hun¬ 
dred dollars. Many also offer warran¬ 
ties against damage to your appliances 
resulting from surges. The problem is 
that some of these products are use¬ 
less, and the warranties offered are 
not worth any more than the paper 
they are printed on. Your Cooperative 
is now offering a lease arrangement 
for quality surge protective equipment. 
As a part of this program, Cooperative 
personnel will come to your home, farm 
or business and check ground resis¬ 
tance to the flow of electricity and in¬ 
stall additional grounding rods, if 
needed. At that time a meter socket 
surge protective device will be installed. 
A warranty against equipment dam¬ 
age is included and warranty claims 
are handled through SouthEastern by 
our personnel. The service, equipment 
and a $10,000 maximum damage war¬ 
ranty are available from SouthEastern 
for the lease rate of $6.00 per month 
and includes two 120-volt receptacle 
type, plug in devices. Optional equip¬ 
ment, which will enhance the protec¬ 
tive characteristics of the meter socket 
surge protection device, is available for 
purchase. Contact Don Allen at (800) 
833-2611, Ext. 160 for more detailed 
information on this service. 

See you next month, until then, 
“WeTl keep the lights on for you.” 
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Take precautions when using 
supplemental heaters 

As we move into fall, when the weather 
often changes from somewhat warm to down¬ 
right chilly and back again, many of us are 
faced with the choice of freezing or turning 
on the furnace. Often, because it’s really not 
that cold, we’re reluctant to turn up the ther¬ 
mostat and incur the costs of being warm all 
through the house. 

Sometimes a carefully placed 
portable supplemental space heater 
will provide just the needed addi¬ 
tional warmth, without breaking the 
bank. If you’re in the kitchen enjoy¬ 
ing the thrill of washing dishes and 
begin to feel a trifle chilly, all you 
need to do is bring in a little space 
heater. 

Afterward, if you want to watch 
TV in the family room, you can pick 
up your little heater and move it 
there to create your own cozy little 
nook. 

Naturally, your electric co-op 
hopes you’ll use a portable electric 
heater because, overall, they’re safer 
and more convenient than the other 
kinds. Even so, you must be careful 
with them. While they don’t have an 
open flame, they do have hot sur¬ 
faces. 

And while they don’t rely on vola¬ 
tile liquid or gas fuels that may spill 
or get out of control, they do use 
electricity, which packs consid¬ 
erable punch when not used 
properly. 

One of their major ad¬ 
vantages, though, is that 
they do not give off carbon 
monoxide, and they don’t re¬ 
quire venting to make them safe. 

Be sure to use your portable electric heater 
for temporary heating of limited space only. 

Be sure not to place them in heavily trav¬ 
eled areas, or in places where children may 
touch them. Don’t use an extension cord with 
an electric heater if you can possibly avoid it. 
Most cords you’ll find around the home aren’t 
adequate. 

Don’t conceal the cord under a rug to get 
it out of sight or prevent tripping. Extension 
cords wear quickly under a rug, and can be¬ 
come a shock or fire hazard before you know 
it. 

While most portable space heaters built in 

the last few years have good, solid bases to 
prevent tipping, older ones may not, and you 
need to be very careful with them. Newer 
models also have built-in switches to shut 
them off automatically if they tip over, and 
that’s a desirable safety feature. 

If you decide to use a portable kerosene 
heater, keep in mind that you need 
to provide adequate ventilation, 
which usually means cracking a 
window to let in fresh air and the 
cold. Use only IK kerosene, and 
no other kind of fuel. Adjust the 
burner to the manufacturer’s speci¬ 
fications, and don’t refuel a hot 
heater. Many recommend that you 
refuel kerosene heaters outdoors. 

It’s tempting to bring in gas 
camping heaters and the like, and 
that’s downright unsafe. In addi¬ 
tion to the dangers of contact 
burns, the danger of carbon mon¬ 
oxide poisoning is as great as it is 
with kerosene heaters, and there’s 
also the problem of tipping. 

If you plan to use any supple¬ 
mental heater besides electric ones, 
you’d be wise to buy a carbon mon¬ 
oxide detector in addition to your 
smoke detector, and make sure both 
are properly installed and working. 

No matter what kind 
of portable heater you use, 

there are some basic safety 
precautions YOU should 
take to avoid becoming a 

statistic. First, you should 
keep children and pets away 

from portable heaters, and avoid 
using them overnight in a room 

where you’re sleeping. 
Keep heaters at least three feet away from 

bedding, drapes, furniture and other com¬ 
bustibles, and always follow the manufacturer’s 
instructions in installing, operating, and main¬ 
taining your heater. 

Properly used, portable space heaters can 
help you stay comfortable while keeping your 
costs within reason. If you have questions 
about the safe use of portable electric heat¬ 
ers, contact your friends at your local co-op. 
They’ll be glad to help. 
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Free heat for those cold winter days 
The sun delivers enormous 

amounts of heat to most homes, 
even on the coldest winter day. 
And contrary to what a lot of 
people think, you don’t need 
an elaborate solar heating sys¬ 
tem to take advantage of it. In 
fact, in most cases you can use 
the sun to supplement your own 

heating system by simply let¬ 
ting it in your house. Just 
watch the sun’s movement 
across your house on a typical 
winter day. Observe which win¬ 
dows receive plenty of sunlight. 
Then be sure to keep those 
blinds, shades and draperies 
open so the sun can get in. 

Studies have shown that smart 
use of the sun can make quite 
a difference in the 
temperature of 
a room. And 
you can’t 
beat the 
price! 

A new heating system filter 
When was the last time you changed your heating and cooling system filters? Well if it’s been 
a while, you better take a look. Because chances are they’re coated with dirt, lint, and who 
knows what else? Which makes it very tough for air to get through. That makes your heating 
and cooling system consume a lot more electricity, which means bigger power bills. So, 
change your heating and cooling system filters regularly and your money won’t vanish into 
thin air. 

Carbon monoxide — safeguard your 
family from this silent killer 

Carbon mon¬ 
oxide is a poi¬ 
sonous gas 

that has 
no color, 
no odor, 
and no 
taste. It 
forms 
when fu¬ 
els are 

burned without a good supply 
of air for complete combustion. 
It can come from auto exhaust, 
a wood-burning fireplace, or any 
gas- or oil-burning heater or 
appliance. 

At low levels, carbon mon¬ 
oxide may have few noticeable 
effects. At high concentrations, 
it can be lethal. Beware of per¬ 
sistent nausea, headaches, vom¬ 
iting or drowsiness. These 
symptoms of carbon monoxide 
poisoning are often mistaken for 
flu or other illnesses. 

Be suspicious if everyone in 
your household shares the same 
symptoms, especially if they 

clear up when you leave the 
house. 

First aid: act fast 
If you discover someone 

overcome by carbon monoxide, 
get him or her to fresh air 
quickly. If that’s not possible, 
open nearby doors and win¬ 
dows, then call for medical help. 

Have conscious victims lie 
down. Keep them warm and 
calm. If they’re not breathing, 
give artificial respiration. Tell 
emergency personnel that you 
suspect carbon monoxide poi¬ 
soning. 

Know telltale signs - Car¬ 
bon monoxide’s warning signs 
are easy to spot. 

Be alert to soot buildup on 
or near a fireplace or furnace 
chimney, yellow instead of blue 
gas flames, or a pilot light that 
keeps going out. 

Other warning signs include 
sick pets, dying houseplants, 
or excessive moisture buildup 
on walls or windows where 

moisture was never noticed 
before. You can also use detec¬ 
tors that alert you to danger¬ 
ous levels of carbon monoxide. 

Prevent carbon monoxide 
buildup 

Don’t let carbon monoxide 
build up in your home. Have 
your heating system profession¬ 
ally inspected each year. 
Make sure exhaust ducts on 
gas water heaters and clothes 
dryers are not blocked. 

Check flue pipes for rust or 
deteriorated areas that could let 
combustion fumes escape into 
your home. Replace corroded 
pipes immediately. 

Check the chimney. Make 
sure it isn’t clogged by nests 
or other debris. 

When you use an unvented 
gas or kerosene heater, open a 
window an inch or more to en¬ 
sure plenty of oxygen. Make 
sure the heater has a sensor 
that will shut off the heater if 
the oxygen level drops too low. 
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Office closing 
Our office will be closed 

Friday through Saturday, Dec. 25 and 26, 
in observance of the Christmas holiday. 

We will also be closed Jan. 1 and 2, 
in observance of the New Year’s holiday. 

Enjoy your holidays! 

Your window air conditioner may still be 
cooling your home this winter 
When you turned off your window air conditioner this fall, it may not 

have stopped cooling your home. Because it may not be properly installed, 
allowing cold air to sneak in around the sides, top and bottom. So, the 
colder it gets outside, the more cool air you get inside. That puts an extra 
strain on your heating system and costs you more in energy expenses. An 
easy way to find out if your air conditioner is cooling down your home is 
to simply pass your hand across the area surrounding it on a cold, windy 
day. If you feel a draft, head for your local hardware store. They’ll give 
you an easy, inexpensive way to stop the cold air. 

Power Outage 
J. BTmNGER 

• Valler 
•North City 

• Buckner 
•Christopher 

FRANK 
Benton SKOBEL 

Orient' 

• Zeller WestF 
Royalton 

• Johnston City 

Pittsburg 

TERRY MOORE 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they 
are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main 
breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
breaker is in the “OFF’ position, check all of your 
wiring from the meter pole to your various build¬ 
ings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the 
breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. Tb report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the dock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. Please be prepared to give the party answer¬ 
ing your call the account name and location num¬ 
ber as it appears on the envelope that contains your 
billing tickets. 

1 -800-833-2611 
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