
How will electric utility deregulation 
affect my electric co-op? 

The legislation approved by the Illinois General Assembly guarantees the right of co-op 
members to choose the future course of their locally owned, not-for-profit utility through their 
member-elected boards of directors. 

The language embodied principles developed from a series of meetings of electric cooperative 
leaders from across the state. There were three basic principles: 

• regulation of electric cooperatives should remain in the hands of the local members; 
• no unnecessary duplication of electric lines, and 
• participation in deregulation should be at the discretion of each cooperative. 

We get our power from you. 

% 
Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for all Illinois 
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Watts New 
McDonough Power Cooperative Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager's 

Desk 
By Dickson L. Dunsworth 

McDonough Power has taken one of the 
first steps toward preparation for deregulated 
billing. We have in our possession a completed 
cost of service study. The results of this study 
indicate the true unbundled costs for each of 
our rate categories. These unbundled costs in¬ 
dicate our cost for generation, transmission and 
the distribution of electricity to each of our 
members. We have kept our facility charge at a 
very low figure for a number of years. The av¬ 
erage facility charge for our neighboring coop¬ 
eratives is $13.65 compared to McDonough 
Power’s $7.50 for residential customers. CIPS 
currently has a $5.00 facility charge and Illi¬ 

nois Power’s is $9.95. 
At our Annual Meeting in August, I told 

those in attendance that we would be increas¬ 
ing our facility charge in the near future. 

The Board of Directors voted to increase 
the residential rate facility charge to $9.50 and 
the 3-phase rate to $27.50. 

The facility charge covers the many fixed 
costs associated with having the customer con¬ 
nected to our facilities. The complex business 
of supplying our members with electric service 
demands large capital investments in various 
types of equipment that allow our members to 
receive electric service in an efficient manner. A 
very simple explanation of facility charge is that 
it is the portion of your bill that reflects the 
basic cost of providing services that are unre¬ 
lated to the amount of electricity measured 
through your meter each month. 

The new increased charges will appear on 
the bills received in March 1998. 

If you have any questions about the in¬ 
crease or anything else, please call our office at 
(309) 833-2101, any time between 8 a.m. and 5 
p.m. 

Give a guy a break 
Guy wires on electric poles may seem to 

always be in your way, and must be mowed or 
farmed around. Why are they needed on your 
farmstead, lot or field? Well, as we say, they 
are a necessary evil in the utility business. 

Guying cables support the structures that 
bring electricity to you. Without guys to hold 
the weight and strain of overhead conductors, 
the lines would sag and poles would lean. The 
power distribution system would break down 
under adverse weather conditions and would 
require more frequent and costly repairs. The 
placement of each anchor and guy is calcu¬ 

lated for your safety. You can help guy wires 
on your property do their job: 

• Don’t hit or scrape the cable or anchor 
with mowers, plows, or other equipment; 

• Don’t allow children to play on the cable 
or remove the bolts; 

• Don’t store straw, hay, compost, or other 
moisture-attracting material near the anchor; 

• Don’t stack or move sharp-edged scrap 
metal, sheet metal or pipe around the cable; 

• Don’t allow livestock to rub against the 
cable. 

DIRECTORS 
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Free weatherization book offered 
A space one-twelfth of an inch wide around 

a door or window in your house is like a hole 

in your wall 4 by 5 inches wide, letting in the 

winter and letting out all that air you're heat¬ 

ing. Save all those dollars before your timbers 

start to shiver. Steps such as weather-strip¬ 

ping, caulking around windows and doors, add- 

Records clerk position filled 
McDonough Power 

is pleased to introduce 

our newest employee, 

Debbie Fowler. Debbie 

started as Record’s 

Clerk on November 17. 

Before coming to 

McDonough Power. 

Debbie was employed at 

First Federal Bank for 

eight years. She and her 

husband Les. a 

McDonough Telephone 

Cooperative employee, reside in Colchester and 

have two adult daughters, Jennifer and Leslie. 

Debbie enjoys following her daughters' volley¬ 

ball games, spending time with her family, read¬ 

ing and doing counted cross-stitch. 

ing efficient insulation in the attic, adding mois¬ 

ture to dry winter air and covering fireplace 

openings with a screen or glass door will lower 

heating and cooling costs. Your electric coop¬ 

erative has a booklet available with heating and 

cooling cost-saving measures. 

To obtain a free copy, call (309) 833-2101. 

Late payment change 
McDonough Power has changed its payment 

procedure. Effective Jan. 1, 1998, payment is 

due on or before the 17th of each month. Pay¬ 

ments received after the 17th of each month 

will be consid¬ 

ered delin¬ 

quent and the 

gross amount 

will apply. 

Please make 

sure you allow 

enough time 

when mailing 

your payments 

to ensure we 

have them in 

the office on 

the 17th. 

Debbie Fowler 

Be prepared for winter storms when traveling 
It is important to take certain precautions 

and be prepared during the winter, especially 

when traveling. 

If possible, avoid unnecessary travel before, 

during and after a storm. If you must go out, 

follow these hints: 

• Outside, always remember that several 

layers of clothing will keep you warmer than a 

single heavy coat, and keep your hands and 

head covered. 

• Keep the gas tank full. 

• Before every trip, let someone know your 

destination, route and estimated time of ar¬ 

rival. 

• Keep emergency supplies in the trunk of 

your car. 

• If you get stuck, remain visible by keeping 

the overhead light on and attaching a bright 
cloth to your antenna. 

• As you sit in a stalled car, move your 

arms and legs to keep blood circulating. 

• Keep one window slightly open to let fresh 

air in. 

\ 1 

1998 “Youth to Washington” tour June 12-19,1998 

Student’s name 

Parent/Guardian 

Address   

| City/Zip     Phone #   | 

  I 
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Storms damage more 
than just poles, lines 

As winter settles in, we begin to think of 
storms, ice and snow, and, possibly, long out¬ 
ages when roads are blocked and days are short. 
Many times when a storm blows into a co-op’s 
service area and wreaks havoc, you hear a lot 
about material damage and replacement costs. 
You read about the number of poles broken, 
the miles of line down, and how many cross 
arms had to be replaced. 

But while we tend to dwell on the material 
costs, they actually represent a 
small portion of the total 
expense such disasters 
bring. 

The real expense is in 
labor and machinery. If a 
widespread storm hits and 
does a lot of damage, the 
people at your co-op un¬ 
derstand that you want 
your power restored 
quickly, and they call for 
help. Other co-ops —and 
sometimes investor-owned 
utilities and municipals — 
will send crews to pitch in 
and restore power. Your co¬ 
op does the same, when 
it’s okay and others are in 
trouble. 

But from the time those 
“borrowed” crews are 
rousted out of their beds 
until they wheel back into 
their home office, the dam¬ 
aged co-op pays. 

The trucks they bring are 
expensive to buy and operate, 
and your co-op pays for every minute. 

The crews work hard, and they work up a 
hearty appetite while doing it. The receiving co¬ 
op pays for their meals. And in the few hours 
each night when they rest, the co-op also pays 
for that. It’s all part of getting your power back 
on as quickly as possible. 

One of the bigger expenses, though, is out¬ 
right labor. Co-op linemen normally work a 40- 
hour week. The job is often strenuous and 
sometimes dangerous, and requires a lot of train¬ 
ing. They’re paid well, as they deserve to be. 
When you need to have your power back on as 
quickly as possible, they work a lot of overtime, 
and they’re paid extra for that. 

Lost revenues are another factor. Your co-op 

budgets for an income based on steady, day-in 
and day-out operation. A week of lost sales 
results in about a 25 percent reduction in the 
monthly money flow, and nobody likes that. 
Think of it as a week without pay, while you’re 
working harder than ever and your expenses 
are far more than usual. 

With all that adversity and expense, your 
co-op wants you to know what’s going on, and 
how much it’s going to cost, so it talks to you 

about damage. 
And that’s as it should be. You 

own your co-op. Area lead¬ 
ers built it some 60 years 
ago when the power com¬ 
panies wouldn’t, and your 
predecessors—early mem¬ 
bers—paid to have it built. 
Some co-ops are still pay¬ 
ing off their construction 
or rebuilding loans. The 
whole rural electrification 
program was an exercise 
in self-help. And the costs 
were borne by the mem¬ 
ber-owners, who borrowed 
money from the federal 
government at low inter¬ 
est. 

Co-ops were organized 
as not-for-profit organiza¬ 
tions so it would cost less 
to build the system, with¬ 
out dividends being si¬ 
phoned off to pay 
stockholders. It was the 
not-for-profit nature that 
made the whole venture 
affordable. 

You still bear the costs, and you deserve to 
know where the money goes. And that’s why 
your co-op talks of broken poles and downed 
lines after storms. 

So the next time you read about 250 poles 
being torn down by a storm, and so many miles 
of line, and a couple hundred cross arms being 
destroyed, please remember that the cost of 
replacing them isn’t what hurts. What really 
hurts is the cost of having them put back in 
place. 

It’s all part of getting your power back on as 
quickly as possible. And your co-op (you) will 
wind up paying for it. 
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A deregulated electricity market 
means choice. 

You can help choose the future 
of your electric co-op. 

Yes , you. Electric cooperatives were formed by individuals to serve their own needs, not 
profit-seeking investors. They are run by folks just like you —men and women who care about the 
future of their communities, and who want high quality service and competitive rates. Your 
cooperative will be making many important decisions in the next few years that will affect you, 
your family, and your hometown. That’s why it’s more important than ever for you to attend your 
cooperative's annual meeting, learn more about this issue, and cast your vote. 

We get our power from you 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Good for all Illinois 

Affirmative action, equal opportunity employers 
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Watts New 
McDonough Power Cooperative Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager’s 

Desk 
By Dickson L. Dunsworth 

The Illinois State Legislature approved an 
Electric Utility Deregulation bill during the fall 
veto session in November. House Bill 362 was 
approved by a large margin by both the House 
and Senate. 

Illinois Electric cooperatives have been ac¬ 
tively involved in the consideration of this is¬ 
sue. Our primary concerns were that residential 
consumers, both urban and rural, would see 
savings similar to the large commercial and 
industrial consumers. 

Electric cooperatives support the right to 
engage in competition. But this decision should 
be controlled at the local level, with the board 
of directors and the membership, not mandated 
by the Illinois legislature. 

The cooperatives fought hard for the con¬ 
tinuation of the Electric Suppliers Act, which 
prevents duplication of electric utility lines. This 
has been, and continues to be, a valid and 
valuable statute, which should not be changed. 

House Bill 362, as approved, contains all 
the provisions that Illinois Electric cooperatives 
have felt were very important. The new legisla¬ 
tion does not directly control cooperatives or 
municipal utilities. Your board of directors is 
going to be sensitive to the feelings of the mem¬ 
bership, and will strive to meet the challenge of 
competition. 

I'm sure you will read more detail of H.B. 
362 in future issues of Illinois Country Living 
and your newspapers. Governor Edgar signed 
H.B. 362 on Dec. 16, at a special ceremony in 
Chicago. 

The Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperative’s employees, Earl Struck, Don 
Woods, and Michael Hastings deserve a big thank 
you for their efforts and tireless hours protect¬ 
ing the interest of the cooperative members 
during the 1997 session. Our success in this 
legislation comes from this great team, that is 
known for their positive and honest relation¬ 
ship with all the legislators in Illinois. 

McDonough Power to sponsor 
Youth to Washington Tour 

The board of directors recently announced 
that McDonough Power Cooperative will be spon¬ 
soring the Youth to Washington, D.C. and Youth 
To Springfield programs this spring. McDonough 
Power, as well as McDonough Telephone Coop¬ 
erative, is sponsoring this program to intro¬ 
duce students to government and the political 
process. 

Two students from each high school in the 
respective service areas will receive an all-ex¬ 
pense-paid bus trip to Springfield on Wednes¬ 
day, April 22. During the day, the students 
and their counterparts from other area high 
schools will meet their elected senators and 
representatives at the capital and learn first¬ 
hand about the workings of state government. 

From the group of high school students 
attending Youth Day, each cooperative will 
choose two students to attend the Washington 
tour. 

The trip will be a week long, all-expenses 
paid. During the week in the nation’s capital, 
the Illinois students will tour the monuments, 
memorials and shrines, as well as Arlington 
Cemetery, George Washington’s home at Mt. 
Vernon, historic Alexandria, the Supreme Court 
and the U.S. Capitol. And that’s just the begin¬ 
ning. 

McDonough Power is very pleased to be able 
to participate in this program for the area youth 
and hopes the experience for the students will 
be a rewarding one. 
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Being a co-op member ... 
what it all means 

We hate to admit it, but sometimes we have 
a tendency to forget that all of our customers 
have not always received their electricity from 
an electric cooperative. You may not know about 
the advantages of receiving electricity from an 
electric cooperative — your rights, your privi¬ 
leges and your responsibilities. 

When receiving your electric service from 
an electric cooperative such as McDonough 
Power Cooperative, you should know: 

• You are a member of the cooperative and 
as a member you are part-owner of the coop¬ 
erative. 

• You have the right to attend the 
cooperative’s annual meeting of members held 
each March and to vote for the board of direc¬ 
tors which governs the cooperative. 

• You have the responsibility to keep up 
with developments affecting your cooperative. 

• Your cooperative was established by local 
activists at a time when existing utilities re- 

Set it and forget it 
You know what happens when you con¬ 

stantly speed up or slow down, or run your car 
at high speeds. You use a lot more fuel. The 
same is true of your heating system thermo¬ 
stat. Constantly changing your temperature 
setting consumes more energy. And setting it 

fused or neglected to serve the area where you 
live now. 

All cooperative members receive a monthly 
subscription to Illinois Country Living. Electric 
cooperatives began publishing periodicals such 
as this in the 1940s to communicate with their 
members when the cooperative was being at¬ 
tacked in extensive negative advertising cam¬ 
paigns. 

Today, McDonough Power relies on the 
magazine, not only to relay information about 
this business, but also to encourage you to 
use electricity wisely and safely. Promoting elec¬ 
trical safety can help save the lives of our co¬ 
operative members. Promoting wise electrical 
use can help the cooperative and its members 
save money. Cooperative personnel can help 
members make informed decisions when pur¬ 
chasing new, efficient appliances and technolo¬ 
gies for the home. 

on high temperatures drastically increases your 
electric bill. So, pick a comfortable setting — 
between 68 degrees and 72 degrees; set it and 
forget it. You’ll be comfortable. And you’ll get a 
lot more hours of heat per dollar. 

Thank you for prompt payment 
We would like to express appreciation to 

the majority of our members who pay their 
electric bills promptly each month. 

This promptness saves money, helps us hold 
down operating costs and helps minimize the 
frequency and amount of rate increases. Those 
who do not pay on time cost us extra money 
and contribute to increased costs. 

Since we are a cooperative, what one group 
of members does affects the rest of the mem¬ 
bership. Paying bills on time affects everybody. 

We appreciate you special members. 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, President • Stan Prox, Vice President • Jerry Riggins, Secretary • Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson • Michael Cox • Steve Youngquist • Howard Butler • Kenneth Moore • John D. McMillan, Attorney 
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Five free quick and easy ways to save 
energy in your home... 

You could probably save a lot on your power bill every year, if you fixed all the energy wasters 
in your home. Every home is different, but imagine the impact a 5 or 10 percent savings could 
have! Best of all, none of these ideas will cost you anything but a little time, so why not get 
started right away? 

1. Use your thermostat like the cruise 
control in your car. 

When you’re driving your car, you know what 
happens when you speed up and slow down, or 
drive fast. You waste gas. That’s what happens 
when you frequently change the temperature 
setting on your thermostat: You waste electric¬ 
ity. Set your thermostat once in the morning 
and once in the evening, and resist the tempta¬ 
tion to monkey with it at other times. Or install 
an automatic setback unit to do the job for you. 
2. Take advantage of the sun. 

You don’t need a solar heating system to 
take advantage of the sun’s warmth during win¬ 
ter. Just watch the sun’s movement across your 
home to see which windows get plenty of sun¬ 
light, and open their blinds, shades and drapes 
to let the sun shine in. Close them when the 
sun’s gone, to keep the heat in. 

3. Turn off exhaust fans as soon as you’re 
done. 

Exhaust fans are handy in a kitchen or 
bathroom. But as soon as the fan’s job is fin¬ 
ished, shut it off. Otherwise, you’ll pump heated 
air outside, and your heating system will have 
to work to catch up. 
4. Close the door on wasted energy. 

Are you heating a room you don’t use? If so, 
close all registers, doors and windows, and check 
to make sure none of the items you’ve stored 
there need to be kept at normal room tempera¬ 
ture. 
5. Close your fireplace damper. 

Up to eight percent of the warm air from 
your heat pump or furnace will go right up the 
chimney every day you leave your fireplace 
damper open. When there’s no fire, close the 
damper. And even when a fire is burning, it’s a 
good idea to use glass doors to conserve heat. 

.. .and five easy ways to make it safer 
1. Use safety covers. 

Put safety covers on unused wall outlets so 
kids won’t explore them with tiny fingers. Re¬ 
place broken wall plates. 
2. Take care of cords. 

Replace frayed or cracked extension cords. 
Never nail or staple them to the wall or floor. 
And keep furniture off the cords, even if they’re 
under a rug. 
3. Use extension cords wisely. 

Extension cords are meant for temporary 
use. Don’t use them as permanent household 
wiring. 
4. Don’t misuse plugs. 

Use three-prong plugs on three-prong out¬ 
lets. Never cut the third prong off to make it fit. 
And don’t force plugs into outlets if they don’t 
fit easily. 
5. Use GFCIs. 

Install ground-fault circuit interrupters in 
bathrooms and kitchens. They help prevent elec¬ 
trocutions where water and electricity might mix. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ FEBRUARY 1998 



What’s in the future of my cooperative 
in a deregulated electricity market? 
As an owner-member of an electric cooperative, you have a special privilege — and 

responsibility. The future of the electricity industry is uncertain, but as sure as current 

finds a path to ground, you have a voice in your cooperative’s future. Your cooperative will 

make many important decisions in the next few years that will affect you, your family, and 

your hometown. That’s why it’s more important than ever for you to attend your cooperative’s 

annual meeting. 

We get our power from you 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Good for All Illinois 

Affirmative action, equal opportunity employers 
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Watts New 
McDonough Power Cooperative Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager’s 

Desk 
By Dickson L. Dunsworth 

All meters are 
routinely inspected 

McDonough Power Cooperative maintains a 
regular schedule of changing and testing our 
members’ meters. If a member requests a meter 
test, a $30 deposit will be charged to help cover 
the cost of the test. If the meter is found to be 
outside the tolerance level, the deposit will be 
returned and an adjustment will be made to 
the member’s account. 

Many members believe their meter is re¬ 
cording too much usage when they have a high 
electric bill. In reality, this is like blaming the 
cash register at the grocery store for a high 
grocery bill or the meter on a gasoline pump for 
poor gas mileage. 

Electric meters are highly calibrated, accu¬ 
rate devices. In fact, few commodities are as 
accurately measured as electricity. In routine 
and requested tests conducted by McDonough 
Power, it is rare to find a meter that is outside 
the established tolerance level. In fact, the ma¬ 
jority of meters that are outside of the operat¬ 
ing standards run slow, not recording enough 
electricity. 

Meters are like any other electric motor — 
they get slower with time as dirt, moisture and 
insects take their toll. 

Due to the proven accuracy of the meters, 

the cooperative suggests that members look at 
their usage patterns and compare similar months 
before requesting a meter test. 

Sign means what it 
says 

The electric voltage in a substation is hun¬ 
dreds of times greater than that in your home. 
For your safety, substations have danger signs 
and fences topped with barbed wire to keep 
people and pets out. 

Teach children to never go into a substation 
— for any reason. Use these pointers to remind 
them to play it safe: 

• Stay away from substations. If friends dare 
you to climb the fence or go inside, tell them 
no. It could kill you. 

• Never try to rescue a pet that goes inside. 
Call McDonough Power Cooperative instead. 

• If you’re playing nearby and a ball lands 
inside, don’t go after it. Toys can be replaced. 

• Obey the warning sign. When the sign 
says danger, that’s exactly what it means! 

McDonough 
Power 
Cooperative 
Mission 
Statement 

McDonough Power Cooperative is mem¬ 
ber-owned and locally controlled. Its mis¬ 
sion is to provide, maintain and market 
quality electric and other services for the 
betterment of the membership and the area 

it serves at rates that ensure the financial 
soundness of the Cooperative. Revised, 
February 20, 1996. 

More Than a Power Supplier. 
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Electronic funds transfer available 
McDonough Power Cooperative offers a free Elec¬ 

tronic Funds Transfer service to pay monthly elec¬ 
tric bills. 

Easy and convenient 
• Save money on postage and check-related 

charges. 
• No need to write and mail a check each month. 
• Be assured that your electric bill is paid on 

time every month. 
• No charge for the service and never a late 

payment fee. 
•Monthly meter reading can be phoned into the 

business office. 

When will the funds transfer be made? 

The bill is due upon receipt. We electronically 
transfer funds on the tenth of the month or the 
next day. You will still receive a bill each month 
that will show your usage and the amount due. 
Your bank statement will show the amount paid 
and the date of the transfer. If there are insufficient 
funds in your account, you may be charged a ser¬ 
vice fee by your bank and McDonough Power Coop¬ 
erative. 

How to apply 
Contact McDonough Power Cooperative. Ask for 

Cynthia in billing. 
There is an agreement form that needs to be 

filled out and we will also need a voided check or 
deposit slip. 

Those confusing kilowatt hours 
Despite a monthly electric bill which out¬ 

lines the kilowatt-hours used in our homes and 
businesses, few customers really understand 
what they are paying for. 

A kilowatt-hour (kwh) can be defined as the 
amount of electricity used by a 100-watt light 
bulb burning for 10 hours. In terms of human 
physical exertion, a kilowatt-hour can be com¬ 
pared to climbing a thousand-foot flight of stairs 
18 times. A wintertime example would be 

everyone’s favorite — shoveling snow from a 
driveway 10 feet wide and two miles long! 

However, chances are that few people make 
such comparisons when flipping on a light, run¬ 
ning a vacuum cleaner, or popping dinner into 
the microwave oven. The whole concept of kilo¬ 
watt-hour measurement becomes insignificant 
when we realize that we are actually purchas¬ 
ing convenience and a better quality of life that 
costs us only pennies. 

Spring is Just around the corner 
Even though spring time means tornado 

season, most of us are hoping spring will come 
soon, anyway. Although tornadoes can occur 
anytime, peak months are March through Au¬ 
gust. 

There are two types of tornado alerts. A 
tornado watch means atmospheric conditions 
are right for a tornado to develop. Stay tuned to 
news broadcasts for further information. A tor¬ 
nado warning means one has been sighted in 
the area or will occur. 

If a warning has been issued, your family 
should seek shelter immediately. The best shel¬ 
ters are basements or storm shelters. If your 
home does not have a basement, move to a 
small room such as a bathroom or closet in the 
center of the house. 

If you are in your vehicle, do not try to 
outrun a tornado. If you cannot escape the 

path of the tornado, stop and get away from the 
vehicle. Lie flat with your head covered in a low 
area such as a ditch or a ravine. One of the 
major causes of tornado deaths and injuries is 
flying debris, so be sure to keep your head 
covered. 

Do not stay in a mobile home during a 
tornado. Evacuate the home to find a low area 
where you can lie down and cover your head. It 
might be wise to also check rules and regula¬ 
tions concerning “hold-down” equipment for new 
or used mobile homes. 

Your family should have an emergency plan 
and know exactly what to do if a tornado should 
hit. Each home should have basic emergency 
supplies such as a portable radio, batteries and 
flashlights on hand in the basement or closet. 
Being safe is being prepared. 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, President • Stan Prox, Vice President • Jerry Riggins, Secretary • Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
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Rejoice! You own part of a substation 
That’s right: those big roadside things that 

have all kinds of wires going in and out of them 
are part of your co-op’s system, and as a 
member-owner of the co-op, you own a part, — 
a very little one — of that substation, or “sub,” 
as it’s called. 

As you drive by, it may have occurred to 
you that your sub is a thing of no great scenic 
beauty. While that’s true, it’s still an important 
part of the system. You see, electricity travels 
better at higher voltages. Generated at the power 
plant at a relatively low 30,000 volts or so, the 
power goes through transformers there to step 
up its voltage, so it’ll travel well. Lines of 
69,000 volts are fairly common. 

Those high-voltage lines are 
called “transmission 
lines,” and are used 
to transmit electric¬ 
ity over distance. 
When it gets to the 
sub, the voltage is 
stepped down to 
7,200 volts, for ship¬ 
ment over shorter 
distances to nearby 
farms and homes. 

Needless to say, 
all those voltages 
present a hazard to 
the untrained, and 
that’s the reason for 
the tall chain-link 
fences that sur¬ 
round them. They’re to protect people from the 
electricity, not vice-versa. 

While a major part of a sub's function is to 
reduce voltage, the current is massaged in other 
ways there, too. There are lightning arrestors to 
minimize the damage caused by lightning strikes 
and voltage regulators to keep the voltage steady. 
Sectionalizers are there to help contain damage 
when something goes wrong. Your co-op has to 
buy its power, just like you do, and there are 
meters in the sub to tell how much current 
went through, and at what time. 

From the sub, lines radiate out to various 
loads on the system, and they tend to get smaller 
as they get farther out. When they reach your 
home, farm or business, the power is stepped 
down again, from the 7,200 in the line to the 
120/240 you use. 

That’s done by another transformer, which 
is more than likely at the top of a pole near 
your home. Depending on the size of your load. 

it may look like a five-gallon paint can, or a 
fairly large garbage can. Those that draw their 
current from an underground line are at ground 
level. They’re called pad-mounted transformers, 
and are covered by a green or olive-drab box. 
Like subs, they’re not for the uninitiated. We 
encourage you to stay away from them. 

Subs are designed to serve a certain num¬ 
ber of homes, farms and businesses. Occasion¬ 
ally a large load, like a factory or prison, will 
have a sub designed mainly to serve it. 

Once in a while, 
a | sub needs to be 
“Ijieavied up” to enable 
it to serve a growing 
area. This involves re¬ 
placing the existing 

I transformers, usually 
three, with bigger 

I ones. Other compo¬ 
nents are beefed up, 
too. 

Why not just build 
big in the first place? 
Cost. Those big trans¬ 
formers, the main el¬ 
ements of a sub, are 
frightfully expensive. 

Also, growth pro¬ 
jections sometimes 
don’t pan out, and a 
sub that’s designed to 
aiccommodate a lot of 
new homes and busi¬ 

nesses is underutilized. In that case, the trans¬ 
formers may be moved to a sub in a 
faster-growing area, and smaller ones installed. 
Or a sub may be dismantled and its load 
switched to nearby subs. 

Since any sub will serve miles of line and 
hundreds of members, a component failure can 
leave many people without power. Large rural 
grids are particularly vulnerable to all kinds of 
weather disturbances, and so are prone to out¬ 
ages during any kind of storm. 

To minimize problems, co-ops do their best 
to “feed” subs from at least two different trans¬ 
mission lines, so a power failure from one side 
can be compensated for from another. While 
this is also an expensive proposition, it’s an 
important step in ensuring system reliability. 

While subs aren’t particularly attractive, they 
are extremely useful. Be glad you own a small 
part of one. 
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Taking the Big (Step? 
When you take that big step and remodel or build your new home, 

spend as much time thinking about your home’s energy source as you did 

your China and crystal, the floor plans, and the carpet pattern. 

When you choose electricity, you choose the safe, dependable, low- 

cost alternative. No flames. No fiimes. No fuel tanks to fill. 

Good for all Illinois. 

An affirmative action, equal opportunity employer 
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Watts New 
McDonough Power Cooperative Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager’s 

Desk 
By Dickson L. Dunsworth 

Low-Voltage/ 
Brownouts 

There are many causes for a low-voltage or 

brownout situation. One of the most common is 

a loose neutral wire on the utility side or on the 

member’s side of the meter. Low-voltage on only 

one circuit in the house will almost certainly be 

caused by a loose connection in that circuit and 

not necessarily at the breaker or fuse panel. A 

major reason for low-voltage from the utility side 

of the meter is lightning-caused damage to vari¬ 

ous pieces of our equipment. 

A brownout is easy to recognize. The lights 

will suddenly dim down and stay that way. A natu¬ 

ral first inclination is to wait a few minutes for 

the lights to brighten up and all will be well. 

It’s lonely at the top 
1:20 a.m. A lot of things would be more com¬ 

fortable than perching 30 feet atop a utility pole 

in a wind chill of 20 below. Dozing under a thick 

quilt comes to mind. But there’s a lot of people 

down there who need heat in their homes, lights 

that shine and clocks that run. When the call 

comes, it doesn’t matter if there’s snow or sun¬ 

shine. Electric service must be restored. 

Even before the snowstorm has stopped 

howling, the line crews of your electric coop- 

Not usually so. While the lighting apparatus 

will not be harmed (see box below) any motor in 

any appliance could be if it is allowed to run dur¬ 

ing this situation. The motors will not be receiv¬ 

ing enough voltage to operate normally and could 

be damaged. Our advice in such a situation, is to 

immediately unplug or shut off any appliance that 

operates automatically or that is attempting to 

run, then call our outage number (309) 837-1400 

to report the occurrence. Do not attempt to use 

any motor-driven appliance until the lights have 

returned to full brilliance and remained so for at 

least five minutes. 

Low voltage: 
Will not damage 

Lights Stoves 

Toasters Water Heaters 

May damage motors in 
Air Conditioners Furnaces 

Garage Door Openers Compactors 

Dehumidifiers Dishwashers 

Disposals Dryers 

Freezers Hair Dryers 

Pump Refrigerators 

TVs VCRs 

Washers 

erative are working with all the 

speed and skill of their many 

years’ experience. Power must be 

brought back quickly, but safety 

must be the top priority. Our 

crews do their best in all weather 

conditions so that you have all 

the necessities and comforts that 

electricity provides. 
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How to reduce energy use of waterbeds s 
For some people, crawling into a nice, warm 

waterbed is the best way to survive a cold winter 
night. By following a few simple pointers regard¬ 
ing your waterbed, you can stay warm and save 
money on your electric bill. 

First of all, remember that a waterbed uses 
more energy to maintain its temperature in a cold 
room. In some cases, however, turning down your 
room thermostat will offset the increase in the 
bed's electricity usage. 

The average waterbed uses 90 to 150 
kilowatt-hours a month, which translates into a 
cost of $9 to $15. 

Covering your waterbed will reduce energy 
use. A partially unmade bed uses 30 percent more 

energy that one that is made. 
If you have a standard waterbed, insulate the 

bottom and sides with polystyrene insulation. 
Place it around the sides and underneath, be¬ 
tween the wood deck and plastic liner. This can 
reduce your operating costs by about 25 percent. 

An alternative to insulating is to buy an insu¬ 
lated liner. Tests have shown that these liners 
save about 13 percent on a standard king-size 
bed. 

Keep in mind that the size of the waterbed, 
the design of the mattress, the efficiency and size 
of the heater, as well as your life-style, will affect 
the waterbed's electrical usage. 

Standby power: 
Insurance against mother nature 

Buying a standby generator is like buying fire 
insurance — you may never need it. but it is in¬ 
valuable when trouble hits. 

Although our electrical system is highly de¬ 
pendable and reliable, it is subject to the whims 
of Mother Nature. 

How well are you prepared to handle a pro¬ 
longed outage? Now is the time to take inventory 
of your home and farm. Determine how you would 
pump water, move grain, keep pipes from freez¬ 
ing, and provide heat and ventilation for livestock. 
How will you heat your home and keep foods from 
spoiling? 

Now is the time to inventory electrical 
needs. Assume you will experience long 
outages that could cause you inconve¬ 
nience and financial loss. The Coopera¬ 
tive does not sell standby generators, but 
we do have personnel to help you ana¬ 
lyze your load and make recommenda¬ 
tions. And remember, standby 
generators are not normally stocked in 

any quantity, so don't plan on buying one after 
an outage occurs. 

Remember, too, the installation of standby 
equipment requires a positive double-throw 
switch. Operating a standby generator without 
one is extremely dangerous and could result in 
financial liability. 

Let us help you guard 
against any of those 
acts of God no one 
can foresee. 

A Touchstone Partner 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, President • Stan Prox, Vice President • Jerry Riggins, Secretary • Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson • Michael Cox • Steve Youngquist • Howard Butler • Kenneth Moore • John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 
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Avoid a shock-call before you 
‘disturb the earth’! 

Experts tell us that the shorter winter days, 

with their drabness and scarcity of sunlight, 

give many people S.A.D., or Seasonal Affective 

Disorder. Regular people call this phenomenon 

“the winter blahs.” 

The situation is made worse by another con¬ 

dition health wonks refer to as “cabin fever,” 

which is what happens to people when lousy 

weather keeps them from getting to the mall. 

Anyway, as spring approaches and days lengthen, 

that brings out another condition known as (par¬ 

don the scientific jargon) spring fever. 

When spring fever hormones collide 

with the winter blues germs inside 

the human body, that causes 

perfectly normal 

people to do strange 

things. Some have 

the burning desire 

to head for the near¬ 

est mall, while oth¬ 

ers forsake their 

perfectly good kitch¬ 

ens and go outside 

to burn their food. 

Still others get 

the uncontrollable 

urge to dig in the 

yard or its environs. 

If you’re one of these 

unfortunates, please 

dig carefully. You see, many utili¬ 

ties, such as gas, water, tele¬ 

phone and electricity, are buried 

underground now. There’s a very real danger 

that you may dig into a buried underground 

power line while burrowing in your yard, or 

along a roadside. Such an event could spoil 

your entire day and maybe the rest of your life. 

Seriously, we urge you to be very careful 

when getting ready to dig. Unless you are abso¬ 

lutely sure there are no underground pipes or 

cables around, call first. Not to be terribly picky, 

but the law actually requires you to be sure 

you aren’t going to have what’s known as a 

“dig-in.” The law is not intended to keep you 

from planting a tree or digging a hole for a new 

basement. Its main purpose is to assign finan¬ 

cial responsibility, and it states that the one 

who digs into a utility line is the one who’s 

going to pay for any damage and repairs that 

such a dig-in causes. If that won’t motivate you 

to pick up the phone and dial the toll-free num¬ 

ber, nothing will. 

Fortunately, there are two easy ways to avoid 

such problems, and, as mentioned, both involve 

simple phone calls. Several of the electric coop¬ 

eratives in Illinois are members of JULIE, or 

Joint Utility Locating Information for Excava¬ 

tors. 

JULIE is a not-for-profit corporation that 

provides contractors, excavators, homeowners 

and others “who may be 

disturbing the earth,” 

as they put it, with 

a free locating ser¬ 

vice through a 

toll-free phone 

call. 

Also known as 

the “Illinois One 

Call System,” 

JULIE was formed 

in 1974 by own¬ 

ers and operators 

of underground 

utility facilities to 

reduce damage to 

their pipes, cables 

and wires. 

If you’re a member of one of the co-ops 

served by JULIE, call (800) 892-0123, at least 

two days before the urge to dig overpowers you. 

JULIE co-ops in Illinois are: Jo-Carroll Elec¬ 

tric, Elizabeth; Corn Belt Electric, Bloomington; 

Shelby Electric, Shelbyville; Coles-Moultrie Elec¬ 

tric, Mattoon; Southwestern Electric, Greenville; 

Clinton County Electric, Breese; Tri-County Elec¬ 

tric, Mt. Vernon; and Monroe County Electric; 

Waterloo. 

If you're a member of any of the other elec¬ 

tric co-ops, you’ll need to call their office before 

digging, and they’ll send someone out to locate 

any of their lines. Be sure to allow them some 

time. They’ll be glad to help you, and they’ll 

appreciate your thoughtfulness. 
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Plant trees 
the right way 

Your electric cooperative encourages you to plant trees, 
but not near power lines. 

Help us serve you better. Plant tall varieties (like maple, oak, spruce or 
pine) away from power lines. Or plant a shorter variety (redbud, dogwood, 

crabapple). Then, with proper pruning, you’ll enjoy beautiful trees that 
won’t endanger lines — or lives. 

Good for all Illinois. 
An affirmative action, equal opportunity employer 
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Watts New 
McDonough Power Cooperative Macomb, Illinois 61455 

America has witnessed the birth of the 
Touchstone Energy brand. 

Touchstone Energy becomes the marketing 
brand for the nation’s electric cooperatives. The 
brand made its debut on April 6 throughout the 

Touchstone EnergyN 

country, marking a giant step in the strange new 
world of electric utility competition. You will see 
signs of the brand displayed in national and re¬ 
gional print and broadcast advertisement. We, as 
a Touchstone Energy partner, will be using the 
brand in our local advertising and promotions. 

We hope that in the future, when you see or 
hear Touchstone Energy, you will think of your 
local electric cooperative, McDonough Power. 
McDonough Power wants to be your energy part¬ 
ner today and in the future. 

Don’t let your dishwasher flush $$$ 
down the drain 

Add up how much electricity all those r—T®- 
appliances in your home use, and pretty 1=. 
soon you’re talking real money on your 
electric bill. Your dishwasher is no excep- \ 
tion. 

About 80 percent of the energy used by a 
dishwasher is for hot water, not for electricity to 
run the motor. So, U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE) recommends doing the following to make 
your dishwasher more cost effective. 

• Check the owner’s manual for the recom¬ 
mended water temperature. Many have in¬ 
ternal heating elements that will allow you 
to lower the temperature if it is set too high. 

• Scrape, don’t rinse, large pieces of food and 
bones from dishes. Soak or prewash only 
when there is burned-on or dried-on food. 

• Fill your dishwasher before each use — but 
don’t overload. 

• Do not use the “rinse hold” on your ma¬ 
chine for just a few soiled dishes. This set¬ 
ting uses three to seven gallons of hot water. 

• Let your dishes air-dry instead of using the 
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heat-drying option. 
•Relax and enjoy the convenience of hav¬ 
ing a dishwasher because dishwashers use 

I j less water than hand washing — about six 
J / gallons less per load. Dishwashers also do 

a better job of killing germs because they 
use hotter water than you would use with 
hand washing. 

Geothermal 
open house 

Enertech, Bob’s Plumbing and Heating 
and McDonough Power Cooperative will be 
sponsoring a Climate Master Geothermal 
open house this summer. 

Watch for future articles with the date, 
time and location of the open house. 



Ten simple ways to save energy 
on the Job or at home 

1 Use your desktop lamp; why light a tennis court 
to read a sheet of paper? 

2 Use compact fluorescent lamps instead of in¬ 
candescent. 

3 For fewer than three copies, use the printer; 
for more, use the copier. 

4 Laser printers use 300 watts; inkjets use only 
10 for similar quality. 

5 Using the “standby” button on your copier will 
lighten your energy load by 70 percent. 

6 A computer monitor uses 60 watts of power; 

turn it off if you leave for more than 10 min¬ 
utes. 

7 Recycling paper reduces water use by 60 per¬ 
cent, energy by 70 percent and cuts pollution 
in half. 

8 Relax and take mass transit — it uses 25 times 
less energy (if it is an option). 

9 Burn carbohydrates, not hydrocarbons; ride 
your bike to work. 
10 Airplanes burn 70 gallons of fuel a minute. 

Travel by a real supers-saver — teleconference. 

Home-cooked meals 
Americans 

The traditional “Ozzie and Harriet-style” 
home-cooked evening meal is still important to 
Americans, according to a survey by Good House¬ 
keeping Magazine conducted with the Associa¬ 
tion of Home Appliance Manufacturers. Call it 
dinner, call it supper, but the evening meal is 
cooked daily on the stove 42 percent of the time. 

Some 92 percent of the 501 female magazine 
subscribers said they cook a traditional evening 
meal at least twice per week. Oven usage was re¬ 
ported at “two to three times weekly” by 82 per¬ 
cent answering the magazine survey, which was 
conducted in the first quarter of 1997. 

Who’s doing all this cooking? Even though a 
large majority of married men and women both 

If your water heater i 
where does the water go? 

A water heater is one of those things you don’t think about until there’s a problem, like a leak or 
a burst pipe. Then it has your undivided attention. Every year, thousands of water heaters break or 
just wear out. And many times the result is a flood of water inside a home causing thousands of 
dollars in damage. Not to mention the inconvenience. But damage from a water heater is easy to 
avoid. Take a minute now to be sure yours is installed in a tub capable of handling a lot of water. 
Look for a drainage pipe leading out of the house. And make sure the pipe isn’t obstructed. Then, if 
your water heater springs a leak, it will at least water the lawn, instead of the living room carpet. 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, President • Stan Prox, Vice President • Jerry Riggins, Secretary • Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson • Michael Cox • Steve Youngquist • Howard Butler • Kenneth Moore • John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 
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still important to 

work outside the home, 
women are still doing 
the big portion of the 
cooking, according to 
the survey. Women 
prepare the main 
meal 92 percent of the time; men just 4 percent 
of the time. 

As to who cleans up after dinner, the results 
were similar. Women load the dishwasher 86 per¬ 
cent of the time versus only 7 percent for men 
and 3 percent for children. The numbers change 
slightly in terms of who unloads the dishwasher: 
68 percent women, 13 percent men and 5 per¬ 
cent children. 

springs a leak, 



Geothermal fits right in 
with Arbor Day, Earth Day 

Arbor Day and Earth Day remind us of the 
importance of energy conservation and reducing 
pollution. Planting trees and conserving existing 
resources are both excellent ways to preserve the 
earth. 

Anyone who has access to electricity also has 
access to a way to save energy and money — big 
time. A geothermal system is probably the most 
earth-friendly solution to the problem of heating 
and cooling your home. It can also take care of 
about half your water heating needs. 

If you stop to consider that heating, air condi¬ 
tioning and water heating together make up the 
second-largest source of greenhouse gas emissions 
in North America, you’ll realize that a better way 
to heat and cool would help in reducing such 
gases. While the jury’s still out on greenhouse 
gases and their effect on climate change, the 
simple fact that geothermal is so energy efficient 
is enough to recommend it. Think of the great 
savings as your major reason to go geothermal, 
and environmental benefits as the frosting on the 
cake.-^yl 11%[ y JJTK?I 

Strangely enough, geothermal is a form of so¬ 
lar heating and cooling, without all the big un¬ 
sightly collectors and exotic, 
temperamental hardware. 

Instead, sunlight on the earth’s sur¬ 
face is the key. A geothermal system uses 
earth-stored energy in partnership with 
safe, clean electricity, to offer a 
hard-to-beat way to heat and cool your 
home. 

The heart of the system is essentially 
a heat pump with a difference: but what 
a difference! The average air-to-air heat 
pump is essentially a reversible system 
that removes heat from your home in the 
summer and expels it to the outside air. 
It does the opposite in the winter. 

If the air-to-air heat pump has a disadvan¬ 
tage, it’s that it starts losing its efficiency at about 
10 degrees F., so you have to rely on a backup 
heat source to make up the difference. 

A geothermal system doesn’t have that disad¬ 
vantage. It draws its heat or coolness from a 
liquid-filled grid of plastic piping buried 5-6 feet 
underground. Once you get about 5 feet below 
the surface of the earth, the temperature in Illi¬ 

nois is a fairly consistent 55 degrees F., the year 
around. 

Instead of having to deal with 90-degree air in 
the summer, or -10 degree air in the winter, the 
unit is dealing with a 55-degree medium, which it 
handles very efficiently. 

Many closed-loop systems are trenched hori¬ 
zontally in the yard around the home, and this is 
where a lot of the expense of a geothermal system 
goes. A pond or well will work, too. It is like bury¬ 
ing a giant radiator in the gound. 

If you don’t have room for a horizontal loop, 
you can have a well — or wells — drilled. If you 
need to have your yard trenched, it’s usually no 
big problem. The trenches are about 6 inches wide, 
and a simple reseeding will take care of the dis¬ 
turbed lawn. The pipes have no adverse affect on 
plants above them. 

A big plus is that the heart of the unit is in¬ 
stalled inside the house, in a garage, storage closet 
or crawl space, where it’s protected from the ele¬ 
ments. That prolongs the life of the unit. It is very 
quiet because there is no outside condenser fan. 

While geothermal units seem too good to be 
true, they do have one disadvantage. They’re rela¬ 

tively expen- 
sive to 
install be¬ 
cause of the 
trenching or 
well drilling 
needed. 

B u t 
don’t let that 
deter you. A 
geothermal 
unit will 
save you so 
much 

money on your heating, cooling and water-heating 
costs it will pay for itself much sooner than any 
other kind of system. 

And, since geothermal heat pumps don’t burn 
fossil fuels, they don’t give off harmful gases. 
That’s good for you, and it’s good for the environ¬ 
ment, too. 

Talk to the people at your local electric co-op. 
They’ll be glad to tell you about the benefits of a 
geothermal heat pump. 
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ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES OF ILLINOIS 

As the planting season winds down, details weigh on your mind . . . money, weather, 
factors vital to your livelihood. The most important concern, though, is 
safety. Tragedy can occur in that flash of an instant when you let your guard down — 
taking a short cut, overlooking basic safety rules. To ensure future planting seasons, 
always work the safe way. 

• Watch out for overhead power lines. 
• Wear appropriate protective equipment. 
• make sure helpers are familiar with equipment they are using. 
• Shut off power before fixing or unclogging machines. 
• Keep extended machinery away from power pole guy wires. 
• Keep shields in place. 



Watts New 
McDonough Power Cooperative Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager’s 

Desk 
By Dickson L. Dunsworth 

It’s official. By now you have seen, or soon 
will, a new graphic symbol accompanying the 
familiar name and logo of McDonough Power 
Cooperative on our trucks, your power bill, and 
the headquarters. On April 6, McDonough Power 
joined the ranks of electric cooperatives across 
the country as a Touchstone EnergySM partner. 
Touchstone EnergySM is a nationwide brand and 
marketing effort that identifies cooperative utili¬ 
ties providing superior customer service while 
maintaining a strong local presence. 

It’s much more than a graphic addition to 
our name and logo. It's a commitment to our 

customers, both households and businesses, 
that they can count on us, as a locally based 
and controlled utility to deliver them reliable, 
affordable energy services and to be an advo¬ 
cate for their energy and community needs. 

We believe our local presence is one of our 
strongest assets, and our affiliation with Touch¬ 
stone EnergySM will remind our members who 
we are and what we stand for. 

The dictionary definition of touchstone is a 
test of genuineness. Touchstone EnergySM sym¬ 
bolizes everything that electric cooperatives rep¬ 
resent today: electric power, human connections, 
and the strength of co-ops commitment to the 
communities and the members they serve. 

By pooling resources through the brand with 
other cooperatives, McDonough Power will be 
able to provide consumers information and cre¬ 
ate awareness of their customer-focused ser¬ 
vices as the electric utility evolves. 

We will be there for our members, our cus¬ 
tomers for the long haul. If it’s accountability, 
service and commitment to community you want, 
look no further than McDonough Power Coop¬ 
erative. 

The challenge of providing power 
in rural areas 

Before local rural electric cooperatives like 
McDonough Power were created, most rural 
homes did not have electric power, even though 
homes in cities and towns were electrified. The 
reason: existing power companies could not, or 
in most cases, would not, serve the sparsely 
populated rural areas. 

The rest is history and today, people are 
fortunate enough to live almost anywhere know¬ 
ing electricity will be available. 

Living in the country certainly has its ad¬ 
vantages, but it can also have a few draw¬ 
backs. Since rural areas are sparsely populated, 
your electric cooperative maintains 1,326 miles 
of power lines to service 4,730 cooperative mem¬ 
bers. This is a lot of wire and poles. In fact, if 

you’d stretch our lines out in one direction, it 
would reach from Macomb to Salt Lake City, 
Utah. In comparison, to serve the same num¬ 
ber of consumers, investor-owned utilities would 
only need to maintain about 200 miles of power 
lines. 

Consequently, the size and location of 
McDonough Power’s service territory is more 
susceptible to wind and storms. However, when 
Mother Nature does make an occasional outage 
occur, your cooperative commands all its re¬ 
sources to get service restored as quickly as 
possible. We know you depend on us, so we 
will work day and night until your power is 
restored. 
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Nominating committee will meet June 25 ^ 
Members of the 1998 nominating commit¬ 

tee have been appointed by the McDonough 
Power Cooperative board of directors. The com¬ 
mittee will meet at the Red Ox Supper Club, 
1302 W. Jackson, Macomb IL, June 25 at 7 
p.m. to nominate candidates for election to 
the board of directors at the 1997 annual 
meeting of members to be held August 27 at 
the Fellheimer Auditorium in Macomb. 

District 1 (composed of the West half of 
Scotland Township and East half of Chalmers 
Township in McDonough County): Robert Derry, 
1007 W. Grant St., Macomb IL 61455; Wayne 
England, 12740 N 1050th Rd., Macomb IL 
61455. 

District 2 (composed of all Lamoine, Bethel 
and Industry Townships in McDonough County 
and parts of Brooklyn, Littleton and Oakland 
Townships in Schuyler County): James A. 
Caldwell, RR 1 Box 98, Littleton IL 61452. 

District 3 (composed of all Hire, Tennes¬ 
see, Colchester and the West half of Chalmers 
Townships in McDonough County and parts 
of Fountain Green and Hancock Townships in 
Hancock County): Richard B. Smith, 700 N. 
1200th Rd., Blandinsville IL 61420; Byron G. 
Winters, Jr., 1005 N. Coal Rd., Colchester IL 
62326. 

District 4 (composed of all of Blandinsville, 
Sciota and Emmett Townships in McDonough 
County): Michael Harper, 11400 N 1750th Rd., 
Macomb IL 61455. 

District 5 (composed of the East half of 
Scotland and all of New Salem, Eldorado and 
Mound Townships in McDonough County and 
part of Harris Farmers and Vermont Town¬ 
ships in Fulton County): Glenn Wilcoxen, PO 
Box 229, Vermont IL 61484. 

District 6 (composed of all of Macomb, 
Walnut Grove, Bushnell and Prairie City Town¬ 
ships in McDonough County and part of Lee 
in Fulton County): Louis Ellis, 12670 N 2000th 
Rd., Good Hope IL 61438. 

District 7 (composed of all of Raritan, Point 
Pleasant, Swan Creek, Greenbush and Media 
Townships in McDonough County): DanaTrone, 
549 30th St., Smithshire IL 61478; Teresa 
Heikes, RR 2 Box 102, Roseville IL 61473. 

District 8 (composed of all of Biggsville, 
Tompkins, Ellison, Roseville, Lenox, Monmouth 
and Spring Grove Township in Warren County): 
James Anderson, 1097 90th St., Roseville IL 
61473. 

District 9 (composed of Kelly, Coldbrook, 
Floyd and Berwick Townships in Warren County 

and parts of Galesburg, Cedar and Indian Point 
Townships in Knox County): Lauren Still, 1476 
190th Ave., Cameron IL 61423. 

The bylaws of the Cooperative provide that 
nominations to the Board of Directors may be 
made by: (1) The Nominating Committee, (2) A 
petition signed by 15 or more active members, 
the petition must be received at the principal 
office of the Cooperative at least 30 days before 
the annual meeting or, (3) Nominations can be 
made from the floor at the annual meeting. 

The terms of directors from Districts 1, 3, 
and 7 expire this year. Directors presently serv¬ 
ing on your board of directors are: District 1, 
Michael Cox, District 2, Jerry Riggins; District 3, 
William Pollock; District 4, Stan Prox; District 5, 
Steven L. Lynn; District 6, Kenneth Moore; Dis¬ 
trict 7, Mark Anderson; District 8, Howard But¬ 
ler; and District 9, Steven Youngquist. Section 
5. Nominations. It shall be the duty of the board 
to appoint, not less than forty days nor more 
than one hundred twenty days before the date 
of a meeting of the members at which board 
members are to be elected, a committee on nomi¬ 
nations consisting of two members from each 
district in which a director is to be elected and 
one member from each of the other districts 
served by the cooperative. No member of the 
board may serve on such committee. The com¬ 
mittee shall prepare and post at the principal 
office, at least thirty days before the meeting, a 
list of nominations for directors, which shall in¬ 
clude at least one or more candidates for each 
board position to be filled by the election. The 
secretary shall be responsible for mailing with 
the notice of the meeting or separately, but at 
least seven days before the date of the meeting, 
a statement of the number of board members to 
be elected and the names and addresses of the 
candidates nominated by the committee on nomi¬ 
nations. Any fifteen or more members acting to¬ 
gether may make other nominations by petition 
and the secretary shall post such nominations 
at the same place where the list of nominations 
made by the committee is posted. Nominations 
made by petition, in order to be valid, must be 
received at the principal office of the cooperative 
at least thirty days before the meeting. Any nomi¬ 
nation by petition which meets the requirements 
of the bylaws shall set forth in the annual meet¬ 
ing notice as nominations made by petition and 
any such nominations shall appear on the offi¬ 
cial ballot. Nothing contained herein shall, how¬ 
ever, prevent additional nominations to be made 
from the floor at the meeting of members. 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, President • Stan Prox, Vice President • Jerry Riggins, Secretary • Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson • Michael Cox • Steve Youngquist • Howard Butler • Kenneth Moore • John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 
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As June rolls around, 
we need to think safety 

June is Safety Month, and 
while we should practice safety 
the year around, we might be 
wise to use the month to re¬ 
commit ourselves to safe prac¬ 
tices in and around the home, 
much as we use the beginning 
of a new year to work on self- 
improvement. 

Let us hope we are more 
successful with safety than with 
New Year’s resolutions. 

While we tend to deal with 
electrical safety most often on 
this page, it is important to 
review all kinds of home safety 
occasionally, and these tips are 
intended to remind you of the 
many hazards in the modern 
household. You may be able to 
think of more. 

Do you have smoke detec¬ 
tors? If not, run out and get 
some. They’re your first line of 
defense in saving you and your 
family from fire, and they’re very 
inexpensive. Make it a point to 
check your batteries twice a 
year, when you change your 
clocks back and forth for day¬ 
light-saving time. 

While not very common, 
carbon monoxide detectors are 
being installed in more and 
more homes, and you should 
get one if you have any fuel¬ 
burning appliances. They are 
more important now than they 
were in the past, because homes 
tend to be tighter, and the natu¬ 
ral ventilation that used to pro¬ 
vide air exchanges is no longer 
there. 

Ground-Fault Circuit Inter¬ 
rupters, or GFCIs, are also an 
important part of home safety. 
Like smoke detectors, they are 
recognized as being so impor¬ 
tant that they’re now required 
by law in new construction, in 
kitchens, bathrooms and for 
outdoor electrical outlets. Un¬ 
fortunately, they’re uncommon 
in even fairly new homes, and 
they offer enough protection 
that you might want to talk to 
an electrician about having 
some put in your home. They’re 

intended to protect you from 
shock or electrocution if you 
come in contact with a faulty 
circuit or appliance. 

There are some on the mar¬ 
ket that can be used with ex¬ 
isting wiring, and you'd be wise 
to invest in some of them until 
you can get your home wired. 
Some extension cords intended 
for outdoor use have them built 
into one end, and you can buy 
plug-in units to use in kitchen 
and bathroom receptacles. 

Be sure to have an emer¬ 
gency evacuation plan, so all 
family members can escape in 
the event of a fire. Have a des¬ 
ignated place to meet outside, 
so nobody goes back in to look 
for someone who may be per¬ 
fectly safe but out of view. Prac¬ 
tice your plan, especially if you 
have children. 

It’s a good idea to have fire 
extinguishers where you can get 
at them, and near an exit. If 
firefighting efforts fail, it’s im¬ 
portant to be able to get away 
from smoke and flames. A 
multipurpose dry chemical ABC 
extinguisher is best for general 
home use. 

Keep a well-stocked first-aid 
kit handy, and be sure the con¬ 
tents are up-to-date, since some 
medications have expiration 
dates. Make sure family mem¬ 
bers know how to use the kit. 
First aid kits should be checked 
periodically for expiration dates 
and to restock those items 
which are missing from prior 
use. 

It’s important to get help 
quickly in an emergency, and 
one good way to do that is to 
have a list of emergency tele¬ 
phone numbers posted near 
every phone in your home. If 
you have children, teach them 
to dial emergency numbers. And 
stress that they should not dial 
emergency numbers unless 
there’s a real emergency! 

While it’s nearly impossible, 
make a special effort to keep 
flashlights handy, and try to 

keep the batteries current. You 
may want to change them out 
when you check your smoke 
detector batteries. It’s a good 
idea to have at least one flash¬ 
light for each bedroom. Since 
kids tend to find flashlights 
terribly fascinating, get toy ones 
for them, and tell them they 
can use them any way they 
want to, but that the real flash¬ 
lights are off limits. That doesn’t 
always work, but it’s worth a 
try. 

Know how to shut off all 
the energy sources coming into 
your home. Put a tag on the 
valves for gas, oil, water and 
electricity, and know how to 
shut them off safely. Some 
valves take a special wrench, 
and it’s a good idea to have 
one taped to the pipe leading 
to the house, or kept in a simi¬ 
larly handy location. Know how 
to use them. 

An emergency kit is essen¬ 
tial in Illinois homes, because 
of the danger, nearly any time 
of the year, that the weather 
will do something very unpleas¬ 
ant. Tornadoes can strike at any 
time, and lesser windstorms can 
also cause prolonged power 
outages. Winter storms can do 
the same thing, and cold 
weather may be life-threaten¬ 
ing. And there’s always the 
possibility, however remote, of 
a flood or earthquake. 

Your emergency kit should 
include a battery-powered ra¬ 
dio (keep fresh batteries, too), 
a flashlight, clothing and bed¬ 
ding, non-perishable food that 
needs minimal preparation, con¬ 
tainers of water and a first-aid 
kit. During winter time, you 
may want to have a portable 
space heater that burns kero¬ 
sene, butane or propane, just 
to be on the safe side. 

We’re sure you can think of 
more, but the main thing is to 
get started planning now — 
don’t wait for New Year’s day! 
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Watts New 
McDonough Power Cooperative Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager’s 

Desk 
By Dickson L. Dunsworth 

Attend your 1998 
annual meeting 

McDonough Power Cooperative’s annual 
meeting will be August 27 at Fellheimer Audi¬ 
torium in Macomb Jr./Sr. High School. It’s a 
vital part of your role as a McDonough Power 
Cooperative member to attend. 

Remember “PEAK 90” 
Most businesses want you to buy more of 

what they sell, but that’s not necessarily true 
of your electric co-op. Sure, we want you to 
have all the electricity you need. But we also 
want you to get a lot of value for your power 
dollar. Wise use is one way to do that. 

Cooperatives were created to provide ser¬ 
vice to members, not profits to stockholders. 
That’s why McDonough Power is encouraging 
you to remember “Peak 90” June 15 - Sept. 15. 

We are requesting MPC consumers to use 
major appliances or equipment before 12 noon 
or after 8 p.m., June 15 - Sept. 15. This helps 
control our peak demand and allows us to pass 
that savings on to you. 

Office Closing 
McDonough Power Cooperative will be closed 

on Friday, July 3, in observance of Indepen¬ 
dence Day. The office will reopen, Monday, July 
6th, at 8 a.m. 

Good reasons to use carbon monoxide 
indicators and alarms 

• Carbon monoxide (CO) cannot be detected by hu¬ 
man senses. It is colorless, odorless and tasteless. 
• CO can cause death, or permanent injury to oxy¬ 
gen-rich tissue, such as brain and heart. It is a cu¬ 
mulative poison. Even low levels of CO can cause 
irreversible learning and memory defects in fetuses. 
• Fire fatalities are often caused by CO. CO gas may 
overcome unsuspecting victims before the smoke alarm 
goes off. 
• Even low levels of CO can impair judgement, im¬ 
pede facility and greatly increase risk of accidents 
and injury to motorists and machine operators. 
• Early symptoms of CO poisoning (dizziness, head¬ 
aches, nausea, fatigue) and frequently misdiagnosed 
as flu or virus. 
• Half of all fatal poisonings in the U.S. are attributed 
to carbon monoxide. 
• Appliance malfunction and backdrafting cause about 
1,500 fatalities each year in the U.S., plus another 
10,000 serious injuries (such as paralysis, blindness, 

permanent brain damage) as well as a large number 
of long-term health problems. 
• Many CO poisonings occur because energy conser¬ 
vation measures may cause a vacuum effect in the 
home which causes backdrafting. 
• Automobiles are a major source of CO. Many inci¬ 
dents involving automobiles are the result of faulty 
exhaust systems. But, often problems occur in ve¬ 
hicles having exhaust systems that are in perfect 
condition. For example, flat-backed vehicles such as 
vans/mini-vans and station wagons can create a nega¬ 
tive pressure at the rear, which can cause exhaust 
fumes to be sucked into the vehicle through cracks 
in door/window seals, ill-fitting seams, or rust spots. 
This same negative pressure effect can also occur in 
other types of cars where exhaust fumes are sucked 
into the trunk through imperfections in rubber trunk 
seal and then into passenger compartment. 
• Use of CO indicators will greatly reduce the number 
of deaths and injuries. 
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Beware 
There is an insurance com¬ 

pany “Reserve National Insur¬ 
ance Company,” that solicits 
rural cooperative members. 
Their intention is to make the 

of Insurance 
person receiving the informa¬ 
tion in the mail think they are 
either a division of or are rec¬ 
ommended by the local Rural 
Electric Cooperative. This is not 

by Mall 
the truth. We don’t now or 
never have recommended any 
insurance company and they 
have absolutely no connection 
to the Rural Electrics. 

Prevent tragedy — 
Lock up poisons in your home 

There are precautions to 
help prevent children from ac¬ 
cidentally poisoning themselves. 
Remember that young children 
will often eat and drink almost 
anything and they are extremely 
curious. The U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission rec¬ 
ommends these safety mea¬ 
sures to reduce the risk of 
poisoning: 

• Keep household products 
and medicines out of reach and 
out of sight of children, prefer¬ 
ably in a locked cabinet or 
closet. Even if you leave the 
room only briefly, put the con¬ 
tainer away! If your child is 

able to climb, make sure the 
location is well above where he 
or she can reach. 

• Store medicines and di¬ 
etary supplements (especially 
iron pills) separately from other 
household products and keep 
these items in their original 
containers — never in cups or 
soft-drink bottles. For example, 
never store cleaning fluids near 
food. 

• Be sure that all products 
are properly labeled, and read 
the label before using. 

• Always turn the light on 
when giving or taking medicine 
to be sure you have the right 

medicine and the correct mea¬ 
sure or dosage. 

• Children imitate adults, 
so don’t take medications in 
their presence. Don’t drink 
medications from the bottle. 

• Medicines are not candies. 
Never refer to them as such, 
even if you are trying to get 
the child to take medicine. 

• Clean out your medicine 
cabinet periodically. Flush old 
medicine down the toilet, rinse 
the bottle and throw it away. 

• Purchase household prod¬ 
ucts and medications (includ¬ 
ing prescription drugs) that are 
in child-resistant packaging. 

Don’t take your appliances for granted! 
Your friends at McDonough 

Power Cooperative want to re¬ 
mind you not to take your ap¬ 
pliances for granted. Spend a 
little time with them — take a 
few minutes to perform some 
simple checks that can help 
prevent electrical fires. Here are 
some simple things you can do 
that might save lives: 

• To make sure appliances 
are in good condition, look for 
breaks in power cords, plugs 
or connectors. 

• An appliance that repeat¬ 
edly blows a fuse or trips a 
circuit breaker could indicate 
a defect that may cause a fire 
or electrical shock. Unplug the 

appliance immediately and have 
it repaired or replaced. 

• Unplug any appliance that 
has given you an electrical 
shock and do not use it until 
it has been checked and re¬ 
paired by a qualified techni¬ 
cian. 

• Keep all electrical cords 
and products — such as ra¬ 
dios, televisions, hairdryers and 
curling irons — away from 
water in a sink or tub. 

Do you have questions 
about electrical safety in your 
home? Call your electric coop¬ 
erative for more information — 
your co-op will be glad to help 
you. 
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Do you know these people? 
General retirements of capital credits have been issued for half of 1976 and one-quarter of 

1996. The following people had service with McDonough Power Cooperative during those years 
and have left our service lines. We have no current address for them. 

If you have information pertaining to these people or their heirs, have them contact Dawn at 
(309) 833-2101. 

Abatte, Fione 
Abingdon Rock Co. 
Abingdon Rock Co. 
Acton, Frank 
Adkins, Eric 
Adkisson, Richard 
Admire, Wallace 
Adrian, Eric 
Albright Jr., Frank 
Alexander, Susan J. 
Al-Ghonaim, Ahmad 
Allard, Lee 
Allen, Bayne 
Allen, Ed Mrs. 
Allen, Jerry W. 
Allen, Robert J. 
Allen, Sidney L. 
Allgeyer, Brian 
Allison, Brenda 
Alter, R.D. 
Amax Coal Co. 
Ambrose, Janet 
Amelio, Susan 
American Oil Co. 
American Oil Co. 
Anderson, Jane K. 
Anderson, Keith 
Anderson, Phillip 
Appell, Greg H. 
Ard, Mike 
Arnold, Henry 
Asbell, Lloyd R. 
Aschcraft, Esa 
Asedan, Hammad 
Ashby, Keith 
Ashby, Thomas 
Ashton, Harold 
Atherton, Ruth 
Atwood, Elmer 
Augsbury, Linda L. 
Augustine, Jean M. 
Austin, Kendoll H. 
Auten, Eldon S. 
Azzolin, Patricia 
Bader, B.B. 
Bader, B.B. 
Baines, Valerie 
Baldridge, Charles 
Bambrick, John F. 
Bancroft, Don 
Barnes, Harold A. 
Barranco, Jane 
Bartlett Sr., Robert 
Bastain, Laurie 
Baumann, John 
Bayne, Cathy 
Beam, Jesse 
Beck, Melvin D. 
Becker, Kim 
Beckwith, Margaret 
Bedwell, Larry 
Behymer, Edward R. 
Bek, Melvin 
Bell, Brian 
Bell, John W. 
Bell, John W. 
Belna, Charles L. 
Belville, Jack 
Belville, Jack 
Belville, Robert W. 
Benge, Robert W. 
Bergenthal, Guy L. 
Bergman, Stephen K. 
Bergstedt, Russell E. 
Berry, John C. 
Bieterman, Robert 
Bigsby, Archie 
Billeck, Timothy 
Einstein, Glenn 
Bishop Jr., Jack 
Black, Sherrie K. 
Blain, Paul L. 
Bloomer, Harlan 
Bollengier, Dianne 
Bowens, Dennis W. 
Bower, Gerald 
Bower, Robert 

Bowman, Duane 
Boyd, Ethel N. Estate 
Boyd, Ethel N. Estate 
Boyles, Leland 
Braatz, Charles 
Bradford, Gary L. 
Bradley, Cheryl 
Bradshaw, C.S. 
Brennan, Anne 
Brenner, Richard 
Brewer, James W. 
Bridger, John T. 
Bridges, John 
Britt, Brian 
Brockman, Pamela 
Brooks, William J. 
Brown, Craig 
Brown, David F. 
Brown, Don 
Brown, Eugene A. 
Brown, Gary L. 
Brown, Glenn 
Brown, John M. 
Brown, Marshall E. 
Brown, Paula L. 
Brown, Reggie 
Brown, Reggie 
Brozynski, Phillip J. 
Brubaker, Gwen 
Bryan, Benton L. 
Burg, Timothy O. 
Burke, Sheryl 
Burnett, Regena R. 
Bush, Beth Ann 
Bushman, Janet 
Butler, Bonnie L. 
Butler, Lowell 
Byrne, David A. 
Calanca, Lonn V. 
Cale, Jim 
Cali, Carmen 
Campbell, Robert G. 
Campbell, Stan R. 
Carlson, Erving 
Carlson, Eugene 
Carlson, Eugene 
Carlson, Eugene 
Carlson, Eugene 
Carlson, Eugene 
Carson, Lola 
Cartan, Helen J. 
Cassell, Ronald 
Cassell, William K. 
Chandler, Loren 
Chaon, Lawrence 
Chapman, C.C. 
Chenoweth. Pamela 
Chipman, Orin 
Chockley, Rodney 
Christianson, Richard 
Christy, Thomas J. 
Churchill, Dianne C. 
Clark, Alan M. 
Clark, James T. 
Clark, Leann 
Clark, Mike 
Clark, Patricia 
Close, Minnie Estate 
Cloyd, Oliver Estate 
Cobb, John & Darla 
Cofield, Gregory R. 
Colantino, Stephen 
Cornelia, Frank 
Conant, James 
Conlee, Wayne 
Connell, George F. 
Connelly, James P. 
Connor, Timothy O. 
Coughlin, Edward 
Coultis, Jude 
Courson, Dake L. 
Covert, Wayne 
Cox, Steve 
Cox-Howard, Helen 
Craig, Kenneth 
Craig, Nelson 
Credille, Thomas P. 

Crookham, George 
Crouch, Penny & Ronald 
Crowe, Toni M. 
Crowley, Susan 
Cuba, Florence Estate 
Cummins, Lyndell 
Cunningham, Jr., Jerry 
Cunningham, Kevin M. 
Cunningham, Stanley C. 
Curless, Ronald 
Curran, Karen 
Curtis, Larry 
Curtright, Toby 
Czach, Marie 
Dabrowski, Anne M. 
Danner, Kevin M. 
Dart, Mary 
Daugherty, Tim 
Davis, Carl 
Davis, Gayla 
Day, Rebecca 
Day, Richard 
Degarmo, Herman 
Delfs, Beki 
Demanes, Steve 
Depuy, Joan D. 
Derry, John L. 
Devorshak, John 
Dewitt, Gerald 
Dewitz, Randall 
Dickerson, John 
Dienst, Matt 
Dike, Paul 
Dilger, James M. 
Dockus, Kim W. 
Doll, Helen 
Donaldson, Mary C. 
Donohue, Nancy 
Dorethy, Ed 
Dosher, Jenny 
Dowdall, Stephen R. 
Doyle, Sue 
Draper, Charles 
Driskell, Connie 
Dubs, Steven K. 
Duchak, Diane 
Dunn, James 
Dysart, Mark R. 
Ebbert, John 
Edwards, Lewis 
Edwards, Louis 
Ehlen, Philip K. 
Ek Jr., James 
El-Awady, Abbas A. 
Engler, Alan 
Erxleben, E.H. 
Evans, Kevin 
Everett, Gary 
Fairfield, Sheldon 
Farkas, Harold M. 
Farmers Home Admin. 
Farr, Rhonda 
Faynik, Michael J. 
Featherlin, Ronald 
Feltz, Jennifer A. 
Fentem, Glen 
Ferega, Donald B. 
Ferguson, James R. 
Ferguson, Steve 
Fields, Ray 
File, Michael 
Fiorillo, Florence 
Fischer, Martin 
Fish, Cathy Ann 
Fisher, Charles 
Fisher, Roy D. 
Fisher, Scott 
Fishman, Norman 
Fisk, Larry 
Fitchpatrick, Chloie 
Flatley, Kim 
Flesner, David 
Flynn, James B. 
Foley, Darrell 
Foley, Darrell 
Fones, Martha 
Ford, Kwang C. 

Ford, Robert L. 
Ford, Warner 
Fouts, Jeffrey 
Francis, J.W. 
Francis, J.W. 
Franz, Charles 
Frederking, Elmer 
Freed, Wendell 
Freemon, Danny 
Frey, Carl 
Frier, Kerry 
Friesner, Judy E. 
Fry, Kent 
Fugate, Gwendolyn 
Fugate, Martha 
Fulkerson, G.L. 
Fulkerson, G.L. 
Galusha, Raymond 
Gambino. Howard J. 
Garcia, Eduardo 
Gardner, Gerald 
Gardner, Gerald 
Garrett, Danny L. 
Gaszak, Gwynne 
Gaul, Netta 
Gayman, Walter J. 
Geer, Kenneth 
Giang. Quoc 
Giang, Quoc 
Gilbert, Carl R. 
Gilbert, Donald 
Gile, Billie 
Gillette, Michael O. 
Glascock, Kathy 
Globis, Linda A. 
Golan, William 
Goldman, J.D. 
Goncher, John 
Gordon, Donna M. 
Gordon, R.D. 
Goyen, Randolph 
Grace Co., W.R. 
Graham, John D. 
Graham, L.R. 
Graham, Tom 
Gransee, Carol J. 
Graves, Maureen 
Gray, Ed 
Gray, Jacqueline 
Gray, Orland 
Gregg, Martha 
Gregory, Gary H. 
Griffith, James 
Grossnickle, Dane 
Guenther, Harvey 
Gullberg, Kim 
Haines, Kevin 
Hale, Michael 
Haley, Robert J. 
Hall, Bruce 
Hall, Lloyd 
Hall, Phyllis 
Hall, William 
Hamilton, David 
Hamilton, Kenneth 
Hamilton, W.R. 
Hammond, Gloria J. 
Hample, Judy 
Han, Too-Sung 
Hanna, Charles C. 
Hanson, Eileen 
Harding, Daniel A. 
Hardison, Robert 
Harger, Jeffery A. 
Harlin, Gerald 
Harmon, Coy L. 
Harper, David W. 
Harris, James 
Hartman, Norman R. 
Hartmann, Ina 
Hase, Michael 
Hawkins, Richard L. 
Hayward, Paul 
Hazelbaker, Alvin 
Healey, Mike 
Heard, Daniel W. 
Heath, William 

Heaton, Charles 
Heaton, Charles 
Helms, Bernard 
Helton, Jack E. 
Henness, Mark 
Hennessy, Mark 
Henning, Bill 
Henning, Bill 
Henry, Judi 
Herbert, Mark 
Herrick, Thomas 
Hewitt, Roger 
Hickey, Michael 
Hicks, Lonnie L. 
Hicks, Michael 
Hightower, Ryan 
Hill, Leonard 
Hill, Stewart B. 
Hoehle, Kathy 
Hoffman, Donald 
Holcomb, Richard 
Holdcroft, William 
Holley, Roger 
Holm, Reggie R. 
Homes, G & C 
Hopper, Leigh A. 
Hopper, Shorty 
Hopping, Jim 
Hopping, Stanley 
Horberg, David 
Horney, Ray & D. 
Horney, Ray L. 
Horton, John 
Howell, Rebecca 
Hubbard, Edwin 
Huff, Cynthia S. 
Huff, Terry 
Hughes, John R. 
Hulette, Herschel 
Humes, Debbie 
Hunt, Danny E 
Hunter, Danny 
Huston, Dale M. 
Huston, John T. 
Huston, Mitchell E. 
lacovetti, Mary 
Immel, Janet 
Ingram, Jesse F. 
Ishmael, Lawrence 
Jackson Jr., Robert 
Jacobs, Bernice Estate 
James, Darya 
James, Michael 
James, Randy 
Jarrell, James C. 
Jeanblanc, Ivan M. 
Jenkins, Joellen R. 
Jensen, Wayne L. 
Joerger, David 
Johanson, Steven E. 
John, Randall C. 
Johnson, David 
Johnson, Gene 
Johnson, Jim H. 
Johnson, Krista L. 
Johnson, Larry D. 
Johnson, Mike 
Johnson, Richard L. 
Johnson, Rick 
Johnson, Rufus 
Jones, Gene 
Jones, Terry 
Jones, Tom H. 
Johnson, Boomer 
Kane, Raymond 
Kania, William J. 
Kay, Bobbi 
Keane, Ed B. 
Keegan, Terrence 
Keim, Vi 
Kelley, Tara 
Kelly, John 
Kendrick, James 
Kephart, Curt B. 
Kessler, Kent 
Kilday, Tim 
King, Rick 
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King, Stephen B. 
Kingsbury, C. R. 
Kinkaid, Clara 
Kirchner, Lorelei 
Klatt, Richard B. 
Knapp, Mark 
Kness, Don 
Koenig, Dawn 
Koker, William 
Kolts. Dean 
Korb, David L. 
Krueger, Karen 
Kuba, Mike 
Kuhn, Karen 
Kull, Steve 
Kuper, Gary 
Labadin, Susie 
Lake, Lorna 
Lamm, Jack D. 
Lampert, Dave J. 
Lantz, Diana 
Lantz, Eugene 
Larimer, Verne 
Larimore, Mark 
Larson, Philip 
Larson, Rita J. 
Lathrop, Ruth 
Law, Gloria A. 
Lawson, Rebecca S. 
Leaf, Daniel 
Lebryk, Margie 
Leigh, Ramona 
Lemons, Robert 
Lewis, Michael 
Lewis. Paul 
Lizik, Lee F. 
Longanecker, Charles 
Lonhart, Nancy 
Louthan, Debra 
Lovan, Claude 
Lowitzki, Robert 
Loyd, Roger 
Lunt, Larry 
Luthy, Robert 
Lutz, Norman 
Macadam, Wendy 
Mackaben, William L. 
Mahone, Carole 
Manchester Lab 
Mangiere, Joe 
Marquardt, Steve 
Martin, Hansel 
Martin, John W. 
Martin, Michael 
Mason, Mary 
Mason, Roberta 
Mason, Roger E. 
Mathews, James 
Mayberry, Sherry 
McCartney, Timothy 
McCleery, Daryl 
McCombs, Steve 
McCormick, Claude R. 
McCracken, Jeffrey 
McCurdy, Debi K. 
McDonald, Ken 
McElhiney, Kerry J. 
McGee, Charles 
McGlaughlin, Lou Ann 
McKee, Paul R. 
McKinley, Denee C. 
McKinley, Roxi 
McKinzey, Kathryn 
McKirgan, Susan 
McLaurin, Michael F. 
McQuire, Farm 
Meadows, Jerry W. 
Mehorczyk, Robert 
Meloan, Robert P. 
Meloan, Robert P. 
Meloan, Robert P. 
Melvin, Blanche 
Melvin, Terry 
Mercer, Bob 
Meyer, Florine 
Meyer, Frank P. 
Michael, Thomas A. 
Miller, Curtis W. 
Miller, James 
Miller, James L. 
Miller, Pat 
Miller, Robert A. 
Mills, John H. 

Miner, Mary J. 
Moore, Helen 
Moore, Michael D. 
Moran, Lucia 
Morgan, Illona M. 
Morris, E.R. 
Morris, Everett 
Morris, Gerald 
Morris, Gerald 
Morris, William H. 
Morrison, Robert 
Morse, Leland 
Mortimeyer, John A. 
Mossman, Susan E. 
Moustafa, Safwat 
Mowen, Duane 
Mowen, Ronald E. 
Mullen, Claude 
Murphy, Elizabeth 
Murphy, Linda 
Murphy, Nancy 
Murray, Deborah S. 
Murray. Linda 
Murray, Mary 
Mustread, Randall 
Myler, Mary R. 
Mylnski, Bruce 
Nagan, Daniel 
Nagle, Brian 
Napoli Jr., John 
Nardiello, Linda 
Nash, Glenn 
Nash, Glenn 
Nash, Glenn J. 
Nash, Tony 
Nauman, John G. 
Nauman, Nancy 
Nelson, Charles R. 
Nelson, Ralph 
Newell, Bill 
Newells Inc. 
Nicholson, Jay 
Nickols, Elizabeth 
Nieds, Cheryl 
Nielsen Property Co. 
Nielsen Property Co. 
Nielsen Property Co. 
Nogy, Carol 
Nootbaar, Gregg 
Norberg, Stephen R. 
Novak, Ande J. 
Nuenthel, Don • 
Nunn, James 
Oakley, Dennis 
O’Donnell, Thomas 
O’Hara, Kevin 
Ohlsen, Donald R. 
O’Keefe, John 
Oklesen, William J. 
Oliver, John W. 
Oliver, Roger 
Olson, David 
Olson, Lauritz C. 
Ormiston, Tad T. 
Or rill, Guy 
Osborn, Ellen 
Owen, Sally 
Pads Enterprise 
Pads Enterprise 
Palmer, Robert G. 
Park, Kwang Ryun 
Parker, Lynne 
Parker, Neil E. 
Parker, Neil E. 
Pastere, Joan 
Patrick, Fred 
Pelton, William 
Pengilly, Sylvia 
Pengilly, Sylvia 
Pennington, Mary 
Perrin Corp., the 
Perrott, James 
Perry, Raymond 
Peters, Everett 
Peters, Richard L. 
Peterson, Kay 
Pettinger, Harold 
Phillips, Gene 
Phillips, John 
Phillips, Judy 
Piaskowski, Jean 
Pickrell, Jesse 
Pierce, Darlene Estate 

Pitcher, Charles 
Plate, Rich 
Poe, Daniel R. 
Polle, Ronald 
Porch, Joyce A. 
Potter, Milinda 
Powell, Frances 
Powell, Randy 
Powley, C.A. Co. 
Propper, Jean 
Prosser, Richard 
Pruett, Mary 
Pullins, Charles R. 
Puntoni, Patrick G. 
Purity Baking Co. 
Quast, Nancy 
Quick, Suze 
Rafferty, Gerald E. 
Raleigh, Lisa 
Ramer, James K. 
Rankins, Anita C. 
Ray, Donald A. 
Rayman. Ronald 
Reese, Greg 
Register, Jimmy 
Reich, Anthony P. 
Rein, Michael 
Reinsch, Lamar 
Reische, Jim 
Reiter, Melanie & John 
Rene, Myriam 
Renner, Charles F. 
Reno, George B. 
Reno, George B. 
Reynolds, Paul 
Reynolds, Verne 
Rhoades, Rion 
Rhyherd, L.M. 
Richards, Robert J. 
Richards, Robert J. 
Richards, Robert J. 
Richardson, Chester 
Ridge, Franklin 
Ries, Ronald J. 
Riley, Harold E. 
Rings tom, Paul 
Rippelmeyer, Mark 
Roach, Donald W. 
Roark, Tom 
Robbins, John D. 
Roberts, Larry 
Robertson, Thomas 
Robinson, Karen 
Roe, Jim 
Rogers, James 
Rogers, Keith D. 
Roman, Beth 
Rosencrans, Danny E. 
Rosine, Herbert 
Ross, Chester W. 
Rothblatt, Dana 
Rouse, Earnest L. 
Rude, Jeffrey L. 
Ruebush, Raynold 
Runkle, Harold D. 
Rutledge, Frances 
Sailer, Kenneth 
Sandelin, Dale 
Sanders. Jenny 
Sanner, William' 
Saylor, William 
Scadding, Fred C. 
Schafer, Larry 
Schindewolf, Dan 
Schindler, Eric J. 
Schisler, F.L. 
Schlereth, Frances 
Schlereth, Frances 
Schmidt, Linda L. 
Schmidt, Stephen D. 
Schneider, John 
Schoch, Susan 
Schroth, Richard S. 
Scott, Nancy L. 
Scruggs, Jim 
Seefeldt, Roberta 
Seger, John F. 
Selby, Robert 
Severns, Terry 
Shaffer, Hazel 
Shanks, Gordon L. 
Shearer, Kevin A. 
Sheckler, Daniel V. 

Sheets, Milton O. 
Shepard, Larry G. 
Shepard, Mark 
Shepler, Danny J. 
Sheppard, David R. 
Shetty, Anil 
Shintani, Lorine 
Shoemaker, Keith 
Shoemaker, Keith 
Shoemaker, Roy 
Sibley, Gary L. 
Sikma, Ronald 
Sipes, Ruby 
Skryd, Susan 
Skrysak, Robert P. 
Slayden, Frank 
Smith, A1 
Smith. Debbie 
Smith, Diane I. 
Smith, Douglas L. 
Smith, Douglas L. 
Smith, Earl T. 
Smith, Karen L. 
Smith, Mary E. 
Smith, Robert L. 
Snyder, Ron & Chris 
Solomon, Lyle E. 
Sommers, Jeffrey 
Sowers, Charles H. 
Sparrow, Gene 
Spata, Jeanne 
Spicuzza, Angelo 
Spolum, Hazel C. 
Sprinkle, Michael D. 
Sprint 
Spurlock, James M. 
State ofIL 

Monmouth Rest Area 
State of IL 

Ten. Rest Area 
Steagall, Doris 
Steinkamp, Randy 
Stellano, John M. 
Stevens, Robert 
Steward, Joe 
Steward, Ronald D. 
Steward, Scott 
Stoddard, Robert D. 
Stoll, Walter 
Stolp, Tony 
Stoneking, Artie 
Stoppel, James M. 
Strickler, Mary Ann 
Sullivan, Edgar 
Sullivan, Michael D. 
Svob, Patricia 
Swan Hills Supper Club 
Swan, Gary 
Swanson, Ardith A. 
Swindle, Frank H. 
Syed, Ejaz 
Syed, Ejaz 
Syms, Susan A. 
Syrcle, Ralph 
Szekely, Linda S. 
Taflinger. Lurel 
Taylor, Henry 
Taylor, Larry 
Taylor, Richard 
Teel, Charles A. 
Tehan, Mikki 
Tetley, Sidney 
Thomas, John 
Thompson, David D. 
Thompson, Frank 
Thompson, Glenn 
Thompson, John O. 
Thornton, Linus 
Tillotson, Geoffre 
Tilton, Mamie 
Timm, Raymond 
Todaro, Michael J. 
Toland, Glade 
Tomlinson Farm 
Torrance, Ervin 
Traylor, Ken 
Trone, Gay 
Turnquist, Steve 
Tursky, Ned 
Twyner, Gunnard W. 
Ulry, Orval 
Utsinger, Marion 
Uysal, Farluk 

Vance, Linde 
Vance, Robert A. cq 
Vandevoorde, Robert CO 
Vasconcelles, Mark J. 
Vaughn, Glenn R. 
Vaughn, Glenn R. 
Verona, Kevin A. 
Vonschaumburg, Mark 
Voorhees, Brenda 
Vorhies Jr., William 
Waddill, Evelyn 
Waddill, William 
Wagner, William C. 
Waldt, Debra 
Walker, Anita C. 
Walker, Donald R. 
Walker, Josephine 
Wall, Joseph D. 
Waller, Steven 
Wallner, Marilyn 
Walls, Erick 
Walters Jr., Donald 
Walther, Mildred 
Walton, Dennis 
Walton, James E. 
Waring, Carl 
Waring, Carl 
Washington, Edward 
Watson, Linda 
Watson, Teresa L. 
Way, Gregory C. 
Wayland, Karen 
Wayland, Kenneth 
Wayland, Paul 
Wayland, Paul 
Weaver, Danny 
Weaver, Gary S. 
Weaver, George 
Weaver, Virginia 
Weber, Margaret 
Weiss, Kathy 
Weller, Paul F. 
Welsh, Lynn 
Werner, Andrew 
Werry, Dennis G. 
Wes-State Community 
Wes-State Investment 
Wetzel, Robert W. 
White, Rebecca 
Wiet, William A. 
Wilcinski, Alan 
Wilhelm, Frank A. 
Wilkins, Bruce 
Williams, Darrell 
Williams, Darrell 
Williams, Jason 
Williams, Linda 
Williams, Ross 
Williams, Willett 
Williamson, Craig R. 
Wilson, Dean 
Wilson, Diane 
Wilson, Eddy J. 
Wilson, Jim E. 
Wilson, Mildred 
Wilson, Randy 
Wilson, Steven D. 
Windom, Bernard 
Wingard, Esther 
Wingfield, Harlan 
Wingo, Linda 
Wingo, Linda 
Winicker, Carl 
Winters, Robert 
Wisslead, John 
Wolever, Betty 
Woodin, Daniel & Shelly 
Woods, Thomas P. 
Woodside, Dean 
Worrell, Carl 
Worthington, David 
Wozniak, William D. 
Wozniak, William D. 
Wyatt, Brent 
Wybrant, Dorothy 
Young, Karen 
Young, Rhonda M. 
Zamaitis, Mary M. 
Zarnick, William J. 
Ziegler, Don 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, President • Stan Prox, Vice President • Jerry Riggins, Secretary • Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson • Michael Cox • Steve Youngquist • Howard Butler • Kenneth Moore • John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 
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DO YOU KNOW THE 

10-FOOT 
RULE? 

No, it’s not a new dance step, and it’s not a giant 
measuring stick. 

The rule refers to the distance extending ten feet 
in every direction from any power line. It’s the distance 
you should observe when you’re working outdoors 
with equipment or machinery, such as a crane, forklift, 
backhoe, dump truck, TV antenna, drilling rig or block 
loader. 

So play it safe, and remind your co-workers 
and neighbors to practice the “10-foot rule” too. 

A safety message 
from your electric 

cooperative 
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Watts New 
McDonough Power Cooperative Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager’s 

Desk 

By Dickson L. Dunsworth 

As you are aware, McDonough Power Coop¬ 
erative has changed its billing cards. We had 
many requests to get away from the postcards 
and with postal regulations changing all the 
time, we decided to go to a new bill format with 
return envelopes. The bills will be mailed from 
St. Louis rather than Macomb and hopefully 
will result in fewer bills getting lost. We feel 
that the new bills are easier to read and un¬ 
derstand and hope you agree. If you have any 
questions regarding our new bill format, please 
give Cynthia, our billing clerk, a call. 

McDonough 
Power has e-mail 

McDonough Power 
now has e-mail. If 
you would like to 
e-mail your monthly 
meter readings you > 

may do so, rather 
than calling. Our 
e-mail address is 
mcdonpr@macomb.com 

McDonough 
Power 

Cooperative’s 
Annual Meeting 

7 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 27, 1998 

Fellheimer Auditorium, 

Macomb Jr./Sr. High School 

1525 South Johnson St., 

Macomb Illinois 

Election of Directors - 
Report of Officers and Manager 

■ $5 will be credited to September bill 

for registering 

■ Drawings for ten $10 credits on 

September energy bill 

■ $25 name-a-minute drawing 

■ Drawing for a Home 

Security System or 

$500 Savings Bond 

■ and other prizes 

You must be present 
to win 

for all prize drawings 

REMEMBER...’’PEAK 90” 
June 15 - September 15, 1998 
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Nominating Committee Report 
Pursuant to the Bylaws, the members of 

the nominating committee met at The Red Ox 
Supper Club in Macomb, June 25, 1998 at 7 
p.m. to nominate candidates for election of di¬ 
rectors at McDonough Power Cooperative’s next 
annual meeting of members to be held 7 p.m., 

Thursday, Aug. 27, 1998. 

The following members were present: 

Dana Trone 
James Anderson 
Glenn Wilcoxen 
Byron Winters, Jr. 

Robert Derry 

Louis Ellis 
James A. Caldwell 

Wayne England 
Mike Harper 

The committee selected the following nomi¬ 
nees to be candidates for directors to serve for 
a three year term and be elected at the annual 
meeting. 

District 1 Mark Anderson 
District 3 William J. Pollock 

District 7 Michael D. Cox 
Any 15 or more members acting together 

may make other nominations by petition. Addi¬ 
tional nominations for directors may be made 
from the floor at the meeting. 

Glenn Wilcoxen, Chairman 

Dated: June 25, 1998 

Is your crop dryer ready? 
Don’t wait till you start harvesting to find 

out if your crop dryer is going to operate prop¬ 
erly. Take a few minutes now and run through 
the following checklist. It may save you hours 
or even days of harvest delays. 

• Inspect all wiring and panels for worn insu¬ 
lation, loose connections and worn-out cir¬ 
cuit breakers. Also, check to be sure 
grounding wires are properly connected and 
not broken. 

• Make sure all guards, shields and overcurrent 

devices are properly installed and secured. 
• Check for worn bearings, pulleys, gearboxes, 

belts, shafts, etc. Pay particular attention 
to excess play in motor bearings. Bad bear¬ 

ings can ruin a motor. 
• Lubricate all equipment before you start it. 

If you are not sure of where to lubricate or 

what type of lubrication to use, consult 

your equipment dealer. 
• Test it. Run through a complete drying cycle 

to see that all timers and switches operate 
properly. Let the motors run for several 

minutes to heat and distribute the new 

lubricant. Start the dryer at least twice to 
be sure the starting capacitors perform prop¬ 
erly. 

• If you have added more motors, it would be 

a good idea to check with the Engineering 

Department of McDonough Power Coopera¬ 
tive to make sure the electrical service is 

adequate to handle the additional load. 
• Don’t forget to check over any fossil fuel-fired 

equipment used in conjunction with the 

dryer. 

Your Cooperative must have access to 
its equipment! 

It has been brought to our attention that 

access to Cooperative equipment is becoming 
difficult in some locations. This equipment in¬ 
cludes meters, underground cable, transform¬ 
ers and in some cases, overhead lines. 

In situations where equipment cannot be 

reached because of overgrown trees, newly built 

fences, patios, etc., McDonough Power Coop¬ 

erative may have to enforce its “Right to Ac¬ 

cess” policy. This policy states that authorized 

representatives of the Cooperative shall have 
the right of access to the premises of the mem¬ 

ber at all reasonable times for the purpose of 

reading, testing or inspecting meters, connect¬ 
ing or disconnecting service, inspection of wir¬ 
ing and apparatus, and making repairs on lines 
or right-of-ways. 

Please take a few moments to look around 
and be sure that the flowers, bushes and/or 

trees are not in the right-of-way. Foliage that is 

planted in the right-of-way may be damaged in 

the event Cooperative facilities need to be worked 
on or inspected in the future. 

Should you have any questions or concern, 

please feel free to contact the Cooperative of¬ 

fice. 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, President • Stan Prox, Vice President • Jerry Riggins, Secretary • Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson • Michael Cox • Steve Youngquist • Howard Butler • Kenneth Moore • John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 
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Fried appliances 
Why you need surge protection for your home 

Some things are good fried. Others are 
not. Household appliances are a case in 
point. “What is a fried appliance?” 
you ask. It’s one that has been 
zapped by a power surge. 

If you’re like most of us, 
you have a fair amount of 
money invested in comput¬ 
ers, TVs, stereos, refrig¬ 
erators, washers, 
clothes dryers and 
more. But are you pro¬ 
tecting your equipment 
from power surges? 

Years ago, clocks and 
the like were sturdy and 
robust. If the power went off, they just 
quit, and resumed when the power 
came back on. How much time 
was “missing” on your elec¬ 
tric clock told you how 
long an outage had 
lasted. Momentary 
glitches, for the most 
part, went unnoticed. 

But today’s elec¬ 
tronics and appli¬ 
ances are very sensitive 
— digital clocks, for ex¬ 
ample, will stop at the slightest 
provocation, and won’t restart until you 
reset them. 

And remember that anything you plug 
in can be damaged or destroyed by a power 
surge. A power surge is a brief, unpredict¬ 
able increase in voltage that can enter your 
home through the power, telephone or cable 
television lines. 

Your electric co-op is always working to 
maintain a high-quality supply of power to 
your home. However, there are several things 
that can cause power surges in the very 
best of electric utility systems. The most 
common one is lightning, but there are other 

causes, too. These include an object com¬ 
ing in contact with a power line as well as 
electric-powered equipment suddenly start¬ 

ing or taking extra power. If 
you have an appliance 
that causes lights to dim 
every time the motor 
starts, you’ve got power 
quality problems in your 

home. 
Good surge protection 

puts up guards in several 
places: where electricity enters 

your home; inside your home 
where equipment is connected to elec¬ 

tricity through outlets; on your incoming 
phone lines; and on your television lead- 

in. Two of the most often damaged items 
are computer modems and televisions. 

Sometimes this is caused 
by the lack of a common 
ground for telephone, 
cable TV and electrical 

services. Also, com¬ 
puter modems and 
televisions are often 

left unprotected from 
surges coming through 

phone lines and cable 
lines. Surge protection at 

just the electrical outlet is 
not enough. 

A meter-based surge protector guards 
your home from power surges at the elec¬ 
trical service entrance. Plug-in devices for 
surge protection inside the home protect 
your equipment at the outlet stage, and at 
your telephone and antenna or cable TV 
lead-in. 

Don’t wait for a power surge to hit your 
home. Call your electric co-op today for in¬ 
formation about power surge protection — 
they will be happy to help. 
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Ml )re than 30,000 collisions on public roads each year in- 

Lvolve agricultural equipment. A motorist driving 50 mph 

has less than 10 seconds to react to a tractor 400 feet ahead that 

is traveling 15 mph. Watch for the triangular slow moving vehicle 

emblem. Farmers, be sure that faded emblems are replaced, po¬ 

sitioned with the point up and clearly visible from the rear 

We urge farmers to renew their commitment to safety, and 

be extra careful when working around electric lines. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for all Illinois 

Affirmative action, equal opportunity employers 
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Watts 1 le w 
McDonough Power Cooperative Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager’s 

Desk 
By Dickson L. Dunsworth 

By the time you read this news article, 
McDonough Power’s 1998 Annual Meeting of 
Members will be history. On behalf of the 
Board of Directors, employees and myself, I 
would like to personally thank those who at¬ 
tended our annual meeting. We appreciate your 
interest in the cooperative, which is collectively 
owned by you, our members. 

We appreciate and respect your input on 
suggestions or changes in the structure or rules 
of your electric cooperative. The member sur¬ 
vey recently completed had many good sugges¬ 
tions and comments. If you have any specific 
questions or suggestions, please give me a call 
at (309) 833-2101, or contact any of our coop¬ 
erative directors. They include: 

District 1 - Michael Cox 
District 6 - Kenneth Moore 
District 2 - Jerry Riggins 
District 7 - Mark Anderson 
District 3 - Bill Pollock 
District 8 - Howard Butler 
District 4 - Stan Prox 
District 9 - Steve Youngquist 
District 5 - Steve Lynn 

Remember: 
June 15-Sept. 15, 

1998, 
when temperature 

reaches 90° or 
above, please use 
major appliances 
before 12 noon or 

after 8 p.m. 

Office closing 
McDonough Power Cooperative 

will be closed Monday Sept. 7, 1998 
in observance of Labor Day. 

We will reopen Tuesday, Sept. 8, 1998, 8 a.m. 
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Summer storm of ’98 <N 
CO 

The windstorm that occurred the late after¬ 
noon of June 29, 1998, was the most devastat¬ 
ing storm to hit McDonough Power’s service 
territory in 40 years. Approximately 75 percent 
of our membership was without power 
sometime during the next four days 
after the storm. 

It didn’t take long to re¬ 
alize that our damage was 
severe and that help was 
needed. We called our state 
association for emergency aid. 
The first night, they were not 
successful in finding help. They 
contacted 12 cooperatives and found 
all of them in almost the same condi¬ 
tion as we were. From this, we know 
the storm was unusually wide spread. We 
received a call about midnight on Monday 
from a cooperative in Iowa, asking for help. 
We then realized that we were in for a 
long duration. 

Tuesday and Wednesday following the 
storm, crews from Adams Electrical Co- 
Operative, Monroe County Electric Co-Op¬ 

erative, Soyland Power and Eastern Illini Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative arrived. We had 17 extra men 
and 8 trucks show up. Without this extra help, 
we don’t know how long it would have taken 
us to get everyone back in service. 

We want to thank everyone for 
their patience and understanding. Ev¬ 

eryone involved did their best and 
the miracle of the whole thing was, 

no one was injured from the 
storm and we didn’t have any 

injuries in the clean up. 
A storm of this magnitude 
takes a long time to re¬ 

cover from. We still have 
an occasional limb drop 

on a line that has been 
hanging since the storm. 

Many of the old timers in 
our area have told us that this 
was the worst storm they could 
remember. Let’s hope it’s one 
to remember and to never see 
again. 

How your co-op works for you 

Crime fighter, roadside mechanic, traffic di¬ 
rector, tourism promoter. Oh, and electric co¬ 
op line worker. 

You’d think our line crews would have 
enough to do. With storms and lightning strikes, 
downed power lines, equipment repair and de¬ 
livering service to new customers. But line crews 
have never been the kind of people who let 
their job description describe all of what they 
do. 

That’s why they’ve been known to report 
crimes in progress, repair tires, direct traffic at 

accidents, call in medical assis¬ 
tance when needed, even guide 
visitors to hotels and local at¬ 
tractions. 

You see, our line crews are 
committed to bringing you the best 
electric service possible. But 
they’re also committed to area 
communities. And to doing what¬ 
ever it takes to make life just a 
little better. The result is often 
someone we can all look up to. 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, President • Stan Prox, Vice President • Jerry Riggins, Secretary • Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson • Michael Cox • Steve Youngquist • Howard Butler • Kenneth Moore • John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 
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Like it or not, there’s still lots to do 
outside — carefully 

For many of us, as winter draws to a close 
and spring arrives, we begin to look for¬ 

ward to getting outside, even if it’s just to mow 
the lawn, do the trimming with our monofila¬ 
ment trimmers, pull weeds, and to do other 
chores around the yard. We get those urges 
because winter confinement and snow shovel¬ 
ing has warped our minds. 

Unfortunately, the chores that look so fun 
in the first bloom of spring last well into the 
summer and fall. Many of us, by now, are a 
little less enthusiastic about yard work than we 
were just a few short months ago. 

Still, those chores need to be done. Remem¬ 
ber, there’s always a certain amount of risk 
when dealing with power tools outdoors, or when 
working with ladders and poles near electric 
lines. 

There are several things you can do to make 
your outdoor work safer, and some of the rules 
also apply to power tool activity. For example, 
you should inspect power tools before each use. 
to make sure they are in the same condition 
they were in when you put them away. Tools 
sometimes have a way of getting borrowed, bro¬ 
ken, and returned, without you knowing about 
it, especially if you have children. 

At any rate, be sure to look for frayed power 
cords, broken plugs and cracked or broken hous¬ 
ings. When using tools or power cords out¬ 
doors, be sure they’re marked for use outside. 
And any time you’re using power cords, be sure 
they’re rated for a higher amperage than the 
tool they’re powering. Always turn off a tool if 
its cord overheats. 

A ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) is 
an important part of any circuit that is used 
outdoors, or where you may come into contact 
with water. GFCIs sense a fault in a current 
and can shut off that circuit in a fraction of a 
second, before it can do any real damage. 

The National Electrical Safety Code, often 
referred to as “the code,” requires GFCIs in 
newly constructed kitchens, 
bathrooms and outside recep- 
tacles. Safety experts 
strongly recommend that 
you have them retrofitted 
into older homes, too. 

But they’re especially 
important outdoors, where 
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you’re more likely to be standing on the ground 
and working in damp conditions. Working with 
electricity in wet conditions is not a good idea, 
GFCI or not. If you have outside outlets on your 
home, be sure they’re weatherproof, and make 
sure that they’re protected by a GFCI. 

If you have an outlet and it’s not protected, 
you can buy extension cords with such protec¬ 
tion built in. They’re not very expensive, and 
they offer a lot of protection. 

As fall approaches and the urge to plant a 
tree overcomes you, be sure to look up — and 
down — before starting to dig that hole. Look 
up to be sure the tree you plant won’t eventu¬ 
ally grow into your lines, or those of your co-op. 
And look down, because more and more homes 
these days are being served by underground 
utilities. It wasn’t all that long ago that you had 
one line coming into your house for electricity, 
a pipe for some kind of fuel, and water and 
sewer lines. Now you need to worry about elec¬ 
tric lines, telephone lines, water lines, sewer 
lines, and maybe a couple of others. Be sure 
you know where they are before you dig. Dig¬ 
ging into an electrical line could ruin your whole 
day, if not your whole life. 

And while some lines are sturdy enough 
that your shovel isn’t going to damage them 
very much, telephone and electric lines are 
sheathed in plastic and will break fairly easily. 
If you’re using some kind of mechanical digger, 
you can do a lot of harm quickly. 

The danger of dig-ins brings up an impor¬ 
tant safety point for the future: If you don’t 
know where all your underground stuff is, find 
out, and draw a simple map spelling out all 
those locations. It may help you avoid dig-ins in 
the future. If the recent past is any indication, 
there’s a good probability that there’ll be more 
underground things going into your home, not 
less. 



One reason they’re 
called cooperatives 

When weather is severe 

—from ice storms to 

tornadoes—your 

cooperative has assistance 

attheready. Last year, as 

early as Halloween, an ice storm 

caused severe damage in the northern part ot the state. How 

reassuring to know help was only a phone call away. 

All 26 of Illinois’ electric cooperatives participate in an emergency 

response program. When help is needed, available line crews from 

cooperatives across the state are dispatched to the trouble spots. Working 

together in perilous conditions, they combat the obstacles to restore 

electricity. 

We salute the work of the cooperative employees — men and women 

who are our neighbors — who give meaning to the word reliability. 

We get our power from you. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Celebrating National Cooperative Month in October 

Affirmative action, equal opportunity employers 
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McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Pollock, 
Anderson, 

Cox 
re-elected at 

annual 
meeting 

Three area men have been re-elected to the board of directors of 
McDonough Power Cooperative, Macomb. They are Michael Cox of Macomb, 
William Pollock of Colchester and Mark Anderson of Roseville. The election 
was held at the co-op’s 61st annual meeting held Thursday, August 27, at 
the Macomb Jr.-Sr. High School in Macomb. In other balloting, members 
approved actions to streamline and modernize the co-op’s bylaws, and to 
enable the co-op to get into other non-electric businesses as opportunities 
arise. 

Speaking to some 365 members and guests, Pollock, president, noted 
that author Stephen Covey had written a book that discussed long-term 
success, and called it “The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People.” It 
suggests that anyone can become an effective person by cultivating certain 
habits. McDonough Power, he said, has been cultivating similar habits, 
which he characterized as “The Seven Habits of a Highly Effective Coopera¬ 
tive.” 

Dunsworth, manager, noted that he had been asked for a forecast for 
the electric utility industry. “I said that like the weather, it’s constantly 
changing,” he noted. 

“Electric cooperatives, like the rest of the industry, live in a world that’s 

The area men who were re¬ 
elected to the board of 

directors of McDonough 
Power Cooperative, 

Macomb, are congratulated 
by Dickson L. “Dick” 

Dunsworth, manager. From 
left are Mark Anderson of 
Roseville, Michael Cox of 

Macomb, Bill Pollock of 
Colchester and Dunsworth. 

The election was held at 
the co-op’s 61st annual 
meeting held Thursday, 

August 27, at the Macomb 
Jr.-Sr. High School in 

Macomb. 

much different than when most of us entered the pro¬ 
gram,” he said. “You can live on a farm now, and have 
digital television service that’s clearer than cable in the 
city, and you can have a link to the World Wide Web via 
your telephone line. You can make a telephone call from 
the middle of a cornfield or wherever, without a tele¬ 
phone line. To keep pace with those changes, our co-op 
must change as well.” 

Dunsworth remarked that many of the issues 
McDonough Power faces today present near-insurmount¬ 
able obstacles, but they also offer unique opportunities. 

“For the last 60 years or so,” he said, “the electric 
cooperatives have worked to provide reliable electric ser¬ 

vice, incorporated new tools and ideas into their operations, and have 
formed strong bonds with their members. 

“While some in the electric utility industry are leaving the past behind, 
we’re using ours to build the future, building on the seven principles out¬ 
lined by president Pollock. We’ll use those principles to lead us into the next 
century,” he said. 

Dunsworth noted that the deregulation of the electric utility industry is 
still underway, and that it has been tried with mixed success in California 
and Pennsylvania. “Your co-op will face the deregulated market differently,” 
he said. “Illinois legislation permits us to get into or stay out of deregulation 
at the discretion of our board of directors, and we feel that you, the 
members, can help make that decision. We don’t need the government 
deciding for us.” 

He noted that May 1, 2002, was the scheduled date for residential 
customers on the public power system to be able to choose their power 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ OCTOBER 1998 



supplier. “Our power supplier, Soyland Power Cooperative, has assured us 

that our wholesale power costs will be lowered at least by the end of 2002. 

Their successful government debt buy-out and a new power supply agree¬ 

ment with Illinois Power will make this possible.” 

Dunsworth told his audience that while there's a new logo on co-op 

signs and equipment, McDonough Power had not merged or been bought 

out. “We’ve joined with some 400 other electric co-ops throughout the nation 

to form Touchstone Energy,” he said. “Touchstone Energy is a brand name 

adopted by those co-ops, along with McDonough Power. Our hope is that 

when you see a Touchstone Energy ad, you’ll know that they are talking 

about a locally-owned, community-minded, electric cooperative with high 

standards of service for customers large or small.” 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, Chairman 

Stan Prox, Vice Chairman 
Jerry Riggins, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Mark Anderson 

Michael Cox 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Kenneth Moore 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

Annual Meeting Prize Winners 
$25 - Name a Minute Drawing Billing Credit 

Lillian M. Bainter Richard Leenerts Lawrence Pepper Dale Tate 
R. K. Bartlow Marvin McCollum Lloyd Sandstrom Louise Kost 
Paul Green 

$10 - Billing Credit Cash Drawings 
Alan Walker Willis Chase A J Bourn Betty Frisbie 
Stuart Mayhew Paul Green Fred Shepler Alexander Harris 
Dean & Ellen Zoerink Ed Skiles 

Prize Donor Winner 
Grand Prize - 
Home Security System or 
$500 Savings Bond McDonough Power Coop. Don Earp 

Gas Grill Thermogas Jerry Royer 
Electric Skillet United Utility Supply Glenn Wilcoxen 
Electric Fan Fletcher -Reinhardt Barbara Brooks 
Toaster Altec Shirley Rigg 
Extension Cord Altec Marian Cornelius 

Heintz Electric Lisa Lemons 
Flashlight Electric Labs. Elizabeth Foust 
Macomb Chamber of 

Commerce Gift Certificate Dan’s Diesel Dale Tate 
Dan’s Diesel John Swango 

Furnace Service Arnold Brothers Clarence Long 
Customized Hat WJEQ Old Bedford Church 
Saw Horse Brackets Don Greer Building Cntr Orin Sprout 
Measuring Tape West Side Lumber Eugene Hobby 
Figurine Kidder’s Business Lonnie Cavett 
Umbrellas Citizen’s NatT Bank Jerry Yocum 
T-Shirt Citizen’s Natl Bank Russell Ashwood 
Jacket Citizen’s Natl Bank Charles Miller 
Cup & Cookbook Citizen’s Natl Bank Wilma Nell 

Citizen’s Natl Bank Elizabeth Creasy 
Citizen’s Natl Bank Ellen Schisler 

Mug & Hat Citizen’s Natl Bank Bruce Killey 
Citizen’s Natl Bank Lyle Hudson 

Work Gloves & Mug John & Lois Nickson Glade Moore 
Hat & Mug John & Lois Nickson Delores Jackson 
Working for a Living CD WKAI Harold Anderson 
Shall we Dance Video WKAI Twila Yard 
Grumpy Old Men Video WKAI Joe Myers 
Golf for 2 Gold Hills Golf Course Jerry Billeter 
Smoke Detector Heintz Electric Stanford O'Hern 
Cheesecake Gift Certif. Magnolia’s Catering Randy Tingley 
Customized T-Shirt Ditch-Witch of Iowa Roger Barclay 

Ditch-Witch of Iowa Bob Blansett 
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Mother Nature is a perplexing creature. She 
hits us with hot weather, cold weather, dry weather 
and rainy weather, and sometimes it seems that 
we’re getting them all at once. 

But she prepares her brood for weather by pro¬ 
viding them with ways to get out of the worst she 
throws at them. For many of our furry little friends, 
Ma Nature gives them the wisdom to dig a burrow, 
or to move into someone else’s. Hundreds, if not 
thousands, of species winter underground, and 
many also escape the summer’s worst heat by find¬ 
ing a subterranean snug place, where the 
temperature’s about the same the year around. 

We can do that too, and we don’t have to go 
down there where it’s dank and dark and musty. 
We can have a geothermal heating-and-cooling 
system installed in our homes. 

As we’ve said here many times, a geothermal 
system is an all-in-one heating, cooling and wa¬ 
ter-heating system, and it will provide you with 
definite benefits through all the seasons. 

A geothermal heating-and-cooling system can 
cool your home more efficiently than a regular air 
conditioner or heat pump, and it can provide you 
with heat for less money than natural gas. That’s 
right: Geothermal gives you cheaper heat than 
natural gas. Electric co-ops don’t discuss that fact 
very much because in many places, it’s really a 
moot point. Most co-op members don’t have natu¬ 
ral gas, and the prospects of them getting it any 

time soon are slim, except in those areas where 
electric co-ops are branching out into the natural 
gas business! 

If you heat with propane, remember that geo¬ 
thermal can heat and cool for less than you can 
perform those chores with propane. 

And when you’re about to replace that old pro¬ 
pane furnace that’s limped through the last couple 
of winters, remember the horrendous price spikes 
of just a few years ago, when your supplier was 
forced - because of a shortage - to triple his prices, 
just as cool weather set in. 

That situation has improved for some, since 
some electric co-ops have gotten into the propane 
business to help insulate their members from such 
practices. 

Electricity rates in Illinois have been steady 
for some 15 years now, and while they’ve been 
higher than your co-op friends like, they are com¬ 
ing down. That’s another thing to consider when 
you set out to replace that old furnace. 

To refresh your memory, a geothermal system is 
really just a heat pump, but it’s like a heat pump on 
steroids. A heat pump is sort of a reversible air condi¬ 
tioner, bringing cool air into your home in the sum¬ 
mer, and bringing in warm air in the winter. You control 
what it does with your wall-mounted thermostat. 

But if a heat pump has a weakness, it’s that it 
begins to lose its “oomph” in the wintertime about the 
same time most of us do. When the mercury drops to 
about 10 degrees F., your heat pump’s efficiency drops, 
leaving you hunting supplemental heat. 

A geothermal unit is different. It uses a liquid- 
filled buried loop that circulates underground much 
like those burrowing little critters we were discuss¬ 
ing earlier. It works with a medium that’s about 55 
degrees F., the year around. 

So while an air conditioner or heat pump has to 
work hard to cool 90-degree air in the summer, your 
geothermal unit is breezing along with its 55-degree 
medium, blowing cool air into your home. That’s a lot 
easier than working with the normal outside air tem¬ 
perature. And when it’s cooling, it’s also transferring 
heat into a water-heater connection, to help you save 
about half the cost of that convenience. 

And while the average heat pump struggles to 
heat zero-degree air in the winter, your geother¬ 
mal unit is breezing along with its 55-degree me¬ 
dium, taking warmth out of the ground and blowing 
it into your home. It's a system that can’t be beat. 

If there’s a disadvantage to geothermal, it’s that 
the initial cost can be steep. Those buried loops 
are often sunk into trenches or wells, and digging 
those can get expensive. Often, the grid can be 
sunk into a good-sized pond, since you’re really 
just looking for a hefty heat sink. 

But whatever the case, geothermal warrants 
very careful consideration, because its savings are 
so great. And it’s available wherever there’s an elec¬ 
tric line. 

Be sure to look into geothermal, especially if 
you’re thinking of building a new home or replac¬ 
ing an old furnace. The difference is well worth 
the trouble, and your friends at your local co-op 
will be happy to help you make the right decision. 
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Don’t take 
safety for granted 

Electricity is the safest form of energy. You don’t have to worry about an 
open flame, light a pilot light or be concerned about carbon monoxide poi¬ 
soning. But you still can not take electric safety for granted. Remember these 
basic rules: 

• Don’t overload outlets, circuits or extension cords 
• Don’t use any appliance while you are wet 
• Install GFCIs (ground fault circuit interrupters) in areas that can get wet 
• Repair or discard any appliance that shocks you, or that sparks or smokes 
• Update old wiring to include a ground 
• Have a qualified electrician inspect the wiring in your home 
• Know the location of your circuit breakers and how to use them 

If you have concerns or questions about electric safety, 
call your local electric cooperative. 
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Watts New 
McDonough Power Cooperative Macomb, Illinois 61455 

New employee 

Gabriel Jones 

McDonough Power Cooperative would like 
to welcome their newest employee, Gabriel Jones. 
Gabe began his employment on August 10th as 
an apprentice lineman. He recently graduated 
from Northwest Iowa Community College. Gabe 
lives in Macomb and enjoys hunting, fishing 
and just being outdoors. 

Free heat for those 
cold winter days 
The sun delivers enormous amounts of heat to 
most homes, even on the coldest winter day. 
And contrary to what a lot of people think, you 
don't need an elaborate solar heating system to 
take advantage of it. In fact, in most cases you 
can use the sun to supplement your own heat¬ 
ing system by simply letting it in your house. 
Just watch the sun’s movement across your 
house on a typical winter day. Observe which 
windows receive plenty of sunlight. Then be 
sure to keep those blinds, shades and draper¬ 
ies open so the sun can get in. Studies have 
shown that smart use of the sun can make 
quite a difference in the temperature of a room. 
And you can't beat the price! 
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Come see natural 
energy at work 

Locati 

You are invited to come and see for your¬ 
self a geothermal system in operation! 

bounty 
ON, tal 

(West on 136, left 
miles turn left on 
ate left and 
Date: Thurs ■^mber 12th 

Time: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Sponsored by: Bob’s Plumbing and Heat¬ 
ing, Macomb (309) 833-2315 

For more information, contact Lynn at 
McDonough Power (309) 833-2101 

A new heating 
system filter 
When was the last time you changed your heat¬ 
ing and cooling system filters? Well if it’s been 
a while, you better take a look. Because chances 
are they’re coated with dirt, and lint. And who 
knows what else? Which makes it very tough 
for air to get through. Which makes your heat¬ 
ing and cooling system consume a lot more 
electricity. Which means bigger power bills. So, 
change your heating and cooling system filters 
regularly so your money doesn’t vanish into 
thin air. 



Carbon monoxide — safeguard your 
family from this silent killer 

Carbon monoxide is a poisonous gas that 
has no color, no odor, and no taste. It forms 
when fuels are burned without a good supply 
of air for complete combustion. It can come 
from auto exhaust, a wood-burning fireplace, 
or any gas- or oil-burning heater or appliance. 
At low levels, carbon monoxide may have few 
noticeable effects. At high concentrations, it can 
be lethal. 

Beware of persistent nausea, headaches, 
vomiting or drowsiness. These symptoms of 
carbon monoxide poisoning are often mistaken 
for flu or other illnesses. 

Be suspicious if everyone in your house¬ 
hold shares the same symptoms, especially if 
they clear up when you leave the house. 

First aid: act fast 
If you discover someone overcome by car¬ 

bon monoxide, get him or her to fresh air quickly. 
If that’s not possible, open nearby doors and 
windows, then call for medical help. 

Have conscious victims lie down. Keep them 
warm and calm. If they’re not breathing, give 
artificial respiration. Tell emergency personnel 
that you suspect carbon monoxide poisoning. 
Know telltale signs - carbon monoxide’s warn¬ 
ing signs are easy to spot. 

Be alert to soot buildup on or near a fire¬ 

place or furnace chimney, yellow instead of blue 
gas flames, or a pilot light that keeps going 
out. 

Other warning signs include sick pets, dy¬ 
ing houseplants, or excessive moisture buildup 
on walls or windows where moisture was never 
noticed before. You can also use detectors that 
alert you to dangerous levels of carbon monox¬ 
ide. 

Prevent carbon monoxide buildup 
Don’t let carbon monoxide build up in your 

home. 
Have your heating system professionally in¬ 

spected each year. 
Make sure exhaust ducts on gas water heat¬ 

ers and clothes dryers are not blocked. 
Check flue pipes for rust or deteriorated 

areas that could let combustion fumes escape 
into your home. Replace corroded pipes imme¬ 
diately. 

Check the chimney. Make sure it isn’t 
clogged by nests or other debris. 

When you use an unvented gas or kerosene 
heater, open a window an inch or more to en¬ 
sure plenty of oxygen. Make sure the heater 
has a sensor that will shut off the heater if the 
oxygen level drops too low. 

Your window air conditioner may still be 
cooling your home this winter 
When you turned off your window air condi¬ 
tioner this fall, it may not have stopped cooling 
your home. Because it may not be properly 
installed, allowing cold air to sneak in around 
the sides, top and bottom. So, the colder it gets 
outside, the more cool air you get inside. That 
puts an extra strain on your heating system 

and costs you more in energy expenses. An 
easy way to find out if your air conditioner is 
cooling down your home is to simply pass your 
hand across the area surrounding it on a cold, 
windy day. If you feel a draft, head for your 
local hardware store. They’ll give you an easy, 
inexpensive way to stop the cold air. 

Closing dates 
We will be closed the following dates in November: Wednesday, November 11th, Veteran’s 

Day; the office will reopen at 8 a.m., Thursday, November 12th. 
November 26th and 27th for Thanksgiving. 

The office will reopen at 8 a.m. Monday, November 30th. 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, Chairperson • Stan Prox, Vice Chairperson • Jerry Riggins, Secretary • Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson • Michael Cox • Steve Youngquist • Howard Butler • Kenneth Moore • John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 
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Smart responses to 
electrical emergencies 

We’ve said it here many 
times: Electricity is wonderful 
stuff. It lights our homes, warms 
them, heats water and powers 
many of our appliances. But the 
fact that it can do work proves 
that it is also a source of pos¬ 
sible danger, if improperly used. 

With that in mind, it’s a good 
idea to know what to do in the 
event of an electrical accident. 
A quick, correct response can 
save a life, while the wrong one 
might do more harm than good. 
The National Electrical Contrac¬ 
tors Association (NECA) offers 
the following tips for electrical 
accidents and emergencies. 

Shock and Electrocution. A 
shock victim must be removed 
immediately from the source of 
electricity. However, always turn 
off the power before touching the 
victim, wire or equipment. If it’s 
not possible to turn the power 
off, use a nonconducting tool— 
such as a rope or a dry wooden 
stick—to move the person; then 
call for help. Do NOT complete 
a circuit between one wire and 
the ground. If the victim is 
touching a power line, get 
help—don’t touch them. 

Injuries resulting from con¬ 
tact with electrical current have 
their own set of symptoms and 
complications. To make sure 
you, or someone you’re with, 
gets help if injured, NECA notes 
that electrical injuries could in¬ 
clude any one or a combination 
of the following: 
•Loss of consciousness-it can 

last from several minutes to 
hours. 

• Involuntary muscle reaction 
• Ventricular fibrillation- the 

steady heartbeat may be dis¬ 

rupted and the rhythm lost, 
possibly resulting in cardiac 
arrest. Cardiopulmonaiy re¬ 
suscitation (CPR) may be 
needed, but always check 
the person’s airway, breath¬ 
ing and circulation before 
beginning CPR. 

• Respiratory arrest-Breathing 
may stop. 

• Internal bleeding 
• Nerve cell damage-This may 

not be apparent until the vic¬ 
tim tries to walk. 

• Electrical burns-An electric 
arc generates temperatures 
as high as 20,000° C, and 
can cause serious bums. 
NECA notes that several fac¬ 

tors influence the extent of elec¬ 
trical injuries, including the 
voltage, the amperage, the path 
the current takes through the 
body and the length of the con¬ 
tact. 

As mentioned earlier, you 
should check the person’s 
breathing and pulse before at¬ 
tempting any treatment. Re¬ 
member that after four to six 
minutes, oxygen deprivation 
will cause brain damage. If the 
victim is not breathing, give ar¬ 
tificial respiration. 

If there’s no heartbeat, start 
CPR immediately and continue 
until medical help arrives or the 

person breathes on his/her own. 

Fires. Never use water to put 
out an electrical fire! If the elec¬ 
trical fire is still small, you can 
use a Class C or combination fire 
extinguisher. If the fire is out of 
control, get out and call for help. 

Stay low to avoid inhaling 
smoke. If your clothes catch on 
fire, stop and drop to the 
ground and then roll to extin¬ 
guish the flames. 

Burns. The first hour after an 
electrical accident is cmcial for 
treating electrical burns. Treat 
a minor burn with cool water 
and cover with a clean, dry cloth. 
If the burn is more serious, 
cover it with a sterile, dry cloth 
and get medical help—immedi¬ 
ately! 

Remember that electrical ac¬ 
cidents can affect a person’s 
skin, muscles and bones. It is 
possible the victim will go into 
shock from an electrical burn. 
Keep the person lying down with 
feet elevated. Never try to pull 
charred clothing off burned 
skin. 

If you have questions about 
electrical safety, please contact 
your electric cooperative for in¬ 
formation. Your electric co-op is 
always glad to help you. 

“...Wsagood idea to know 
what to do in the event of 
an electrical accident. A 
quick, correct response 
can save a life...,, 
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warmings 

You can often spot wiring problems if you watch for the following signals. If they 
occur have a qualified electrician check the wiring. 
• Do fuses blow or breakers often trip? 
• Do lights dim or does the TV picture shrink when appliances switch on? 
• Is the switch box warm to the touch? 
• Do you have trouble with faltering motors? 
• Have you added new appliances? 

Gmly youi caia prevent Louise fires 
Check the circuit panel for signs of overheating — discoloration and melting of 

insulation. Tightening screws in the fuse box can prevent flickering and excessive 
heating of terminals. 

Make sure appliance cords are kept in good condition. If an appliance makes a 
funny noise, does not work, or has a burnt smell — unplug it immediately. 
Malfunctioning appliances at the very least increase your electric bill, at the worst 
they can cause a fire. 

Be extremely careful with all portable heaters. Install smoke and carbon mon¬ 
oxide detectors. Give someone you love a fire extinguisher for Christmas and buy 
one for yourself. 
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Forget all 
those 

wonderful 
Christmas 

songs about 
open fires and 

Christmas 
trees 

Where there’s 
fire there’s 

smoke 

Discount for 
electric heat 

The combination of blazing fireplaces and Christmas trees make 
for great Christmas carols. But they’re a bad combination for your 
family’s safety. A dry evergreen is highly flammable. Sometimes, even 
a minor spark can ignite it. And, of course, fireplaces open to a room 
are notorious for all kinds of sparks. So place your tree in a room 
separated from your fireplace if possible. If it’s not possible, be sure 
there is plenty of distance between them. And never leave an open fire 
blazing near your Christmas tree when going to bed or leaving home. 
McDonough Power Cooperative wants you to have a very Merry Christ¬ 
mas, but leave the open fires and Christmas trees to the carols, not 
your living room. 

When the thermometer starts to dip below freezing, many people 
will use portable heaters to warm cold spots in their homes. And when 
used safely, they can make a normally cool room quite comfortable. 
But the key is to use them safely. If you have a portable heater of any 
kind, follow the manufacturer’s instructions to the letter. And if your 
portable heater involves any kind of combustible fuel, remember that 
a flame consumes oxygen in a room and normally emits carbon mon¬ 
oxide or other harmful gases. So, you need to provide adequate venti¬ 
lation at all times. And if there’s any question at all about the safety of 
a portable heater, give us a call. We want you to have a warm winter, 
but a safe winter is even more important! 

If you heat your home with electricity, you may be eligible for an 
electric heat discount. To qualify, the heating equipment must be per¬ 
manently installed and must heat the majority of your home. 

For further information, contact Lynn at McDonough Power. 

Office closing McDonough Power will be closed on 
Friday Dec. 25, 1998, and Friday, Jan. 
1, 1999, in observance of Christmas 
and New Years Day. We will reopen on 
at 8 a.m. on the following Monday. 
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Think of it as the gas pedal in your car 

You know what happens when you constantly speed up and 
slow down, or run your car at high speeds. You use a lot more 
fuel. The same is true of your heating sys¬ 
tem thermostat. Constantly changing your 
temperature setting consumes more energy. 
Setting it on high temperatures drastically 
increases your electric bill. So, pick a com¬ 
fortable setting - between 68 degrees and 72 
degrees; set it and forget it. You’ll be com¬ 
fortable, and you’ll get a lot more hours of heat per dollar. 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, Chairperson 

Stan Prox, Vice Chairperson 
Jerry Riggins, Secretary 
Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Kenneth Moore 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

Winter is here. And your electric co-op is ready for it. But no mat¬ 
ter how well we prepare, we cannot avoid downed power lines. Hours 
of freezing rain can snap a power line without warning. Snowbound 
trees can fall, taking several lines down with them. If you spot a 
downed power line, please stay away from it. Call us immediately at 
our emergency number. We’ll repair it and restore your power as 
quickly as possible. Rain or shine, day or night. 

Emergency Outage Number: (309) 837-1400 

We can’t 
avoid downed 
power lines 
in the winter 

Bill Pollock, Chairperson 
Stan Prox, Vice Chairperson 
Jerry Riggins, Secretary 
Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Board of Directors: 
Mark Anderson 
Howard Butler 
Mike Cox 
Kenny Moore 

Cooperative employees: 
Dick Dunsworth, President/CEO 
Doug Bear 
Dawn Beck 
Gary Budreau 
C. Lynn Cavett 
Frank Fay 
Debbie Fowler 
Royce Headley 
Gabriel Jones 
Babs Lawyer 
Mike Lucas 
Pete Lucas 
Ed McCoy 
Elmer Nelson 
Tim Norton 
Ron Paulsen 
Cynthia Rigg 
Scott Traser 
Jim Wilson 

grectz 
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Take precautions when using 
supplemental heaters 

As we move into fall, when the weather 
often changes from somewhat warm to down¬ 
right chilly and back again, many of us are 
faced with the choice of freezing or turning 
on the furnace. Often, because it’s really not 
that cold, we’re reluctant to turn up the ther¬ 
mostat and incur the costs of being warm all 
through the house. 

Often, it’s not necessary. Some¬ 
times a carefully placed portable 
supplemental space heater will pro¬ 
vide just the needed additional 
warmth, without breaking the bank. 
So if you’re in the kitchen enjoying 
the thrill of washing dishes and be¬ 
gin to feel a trifle chilly, all you need 
to do is bring in a little space heater. 

Afterward, if you want to watch 
TV in the family room, you can pick 
up your little heater and move it 
there to create your own cozy little 
nook. 

Naturally, your electric co-op 
hopes you’ll use a portable electric 
heater because, overall, they’re safer 
and more convenient than the other 
kinds. Even so, you must be careful 
with them. While they don’t have an 
open flame, they do have hot sur¬ 
faces. 

And while they don’t rely on vola¬ 
tile liquid or gas fuels that may spill 
or get out of control, they do use 
electricity, which packs consid¬ 
erable punch when not used 
properly. 

One of their major ad¬ 
vantages, though, is that 
they do not give off carbon 
monoxide, and they don’t re¬ 
quire venting to make them safe. 

Be sure to use your portable electric heater 
only for temporary heating of limited space 
only. 

Be sure not to place them in heavily trav¬ 
eled areas, or in places where children may 
touch them. Don’t use an extension cord with 
an electric heater if you can possibly avoid it. 
Most cords you’ll find around the home aren’t 
adequate. 

Don’t conceal the cord under a rug to get 
it out of sight or prevent tripping. Extension 
cords wear quickly under a rug, and can be¬ 
come a shock or fire hazard before you know 
it. 

While most portable space heaters built in 
the last few years have good, solid bases to 
prevent tipping, older ones may not, and you 
need to be very careful with them. Newer 
models also have built-in switches to shut 
them off automatically if they tip over, and 
that’s a desirable safety feature. 

If you decide to use a portable 
kerosene heater, keep in mind that 
you need to provide adequate ven¬ 
tilation, which usually means crack¬ 
ing a window to let in fresh air 
and the cold. Use only IK kero¬ 
sene, and no other kind of fuel. 
Adjust the burner to the 
manufacturer’s specifications, and 
don’t refuel a hot heater. Many rec¬ 
ommend that you refuel kerosene 
heaters outdoors. 

It’s tempting to bring in gas 
camping heaters and the like, and 
that’s downright unsafe. In addi¬ 
tion to the dangers of contact 
burns, the danger of carbon mon¬ 
oxide poisoning is as great as it is 
with kerosene heaters, and there’s 
also the problem of tipping. 

If you plan to use any supple¬ 
mental heater besides electric ones, 
you’d be wise to buy a carbon mon¬ 
oxide detector in addition to your 
smoke detector, and make sure both 

are properly installed and 
working. 

No matter what kind 
of portable heater you use, 

there are some basic safety 
precautions YOU should take 

to avoid becoming a statistic. 
First, you should keep children 

and pets away from portable heaters, and 
avoid using them overnight in a room where 
you’re sleeping. 

Keep heaters at least three feet away from 
bedding, drapes, furniture and other com¬ 
bustibles, and always follow the manufacturer’s 
instructions in installing, operating, and main¬ 
taining your heater. 

Properly used, portable space heaters can 
help you stay comfortable while keeping your 
costs within reason. If you have questions 
about the safe use of portable electric heat¬ 
ers, contact your friends at your local co-op. 
They’ll be glad to help. 
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