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N E W S 
Save money by stopping infiltration 

Winter is here, with its short 
days, cold weather and howling 
gales. 

We’ve said here many times, 
that tightening up your house 
will save you money all year 
‘round. But a snug home seems 
to be more comfortable when the 
temperature’s down in the single 
digits and the wind’s seeking 
out the little nooks and cran¬ 
nies in the walls. No matter 
what the time of year, reducing 
air infiltration will save you 
money. 

If your windows leak air 
around the edges of the win¬ 
dow, inside the frame, you can 
minimize the infiltration by put¬ 
ting in a shrink-fit film on the 
inside. While it looks difficult, it 
really isn’t. 

You can buy kits at hard¬ 
ware and home-supply stores, 
and they usually include double¬ 
sided tape and enough film to 
do one or two windows. They 
come in different sizes, so you'll 
need to know how big your win¬ 
dows are. The kits are generic, 
so you may need to buy a larger 
film than you actually need and 
cut it to fit with scissors. 

After you get the tape up and 
the plastic cut to size, you ap¬ 
ply the film, carefully, and press 
it against the tape, which you’ve 
put around the window frame 
and peeled the backing off of, 
naturally! If it’s not perfect, 
you’re still okay. You can shrink 
it to fit with a hair dryer. 

Some homes have problems 
with infiltration that require 
more effort. Weather-stripping 
may be your next step, and is 
the next simplest up the line of 
things to do. It involves the use 

of materials to seal cracks that 
are supposed to be there, but 
that aren’t supposed to leak. 
This includes doors and win¬ 
dows, and weather-stripping 
should fill those gaps so the 
window or door can be opened 
and closed as needed, but air is 
kept out when it’s closed. 

There are all kinds of 
weather stripping ma¬ 
terials on the 
market, and 
costvar- T 
ies con- C 
siderably. / 

These 
materi¬ 
als also 
vary in ease of installation and 
the quality of the job they do. 
Look for them in the “insula¬ 
tion” or “weatherization” section 
of your local home improvement 
place, and look for good, under¬ 
standable instructions on the 
package. 

If you’re at all unhandy, talk 
to someone in the store and have 
them clear up any misunder¬ 
standings you have about in¬ 
stalling the stuff. They’ll be glad 
to help you. Be sure to ask how 
long you can expect the differ¬ 
ent materials to last. Usually 
the ones that cost the most and/ 
or are the most difficult to in¬ 
stall tend to last longest. 

Caulking is intended to seal 
cracks between different kinds 
of construction materials. These 
cracks are partly due to set¬ 
tling, and partly because differ¬ 
ent materials expand and 
contract differently as the tem¬ 
perature changes. As a general 
rule, caulking should be applied 
wherever two different materi¬ 

with a 
a 45- 

als or parts of the house meet. 
You can apply caulking with 

a few low-cost tools and a little 
practice. When you load your 
caulking gun, cut the tube open 

sharp knife at 
degree angle 
near the end 

of the tapered 
portion. The 
ability to lay a 
nice, uniform 
bead comes 
with a little 
practice. 
Be sure to 

scrape away the old materials 
and clean the surfaces, before 
you start. 

Since it’s as easy to apply a 
high-quality compound, it makes 
good sense to use the best caulk 
you can afford. 

Oil or resin-based caulks are 
inexpensive, last from one to 
seven years, and adhere fairly 
well. They’re the least expen¬ 
sive of the caulking materials. 
Latex, polyvinyl and butyl rub¬ 
ber are better. They adhere bet¬ 
ter and last two to 10 years, but 
they’re somewhat more expen¬ 
sive. The silicone, polysulfides 
and polyurethanes are better 
yet, with excellent adhesion and 
a 20-year life expectancy. They’re 
more expensive than the other 
types, too. 

And while you’re at it, look 
for other air leaks through open¬ 
ings where plumbing or electri¬ 
cal wiring go through walls, 
floors and ceilings. 

While there are many things 
you can do, the most important 
thing is to get started on some 
infiltration prevention work soon. 
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The 
year 

in 
review 

Above, Dale Warren, right, then manager of WWCEC, welcomed 
new board member Delman Bradshaw, second from right, to 
his first term. Ed Baumgart, left, and Curtis Endsley were con¬ 
gratulated on their reelection. 

Students represented the co-op at “Illinois Electric and Telephone Cooperative Youth Day” in Springfield, 
May 1, and met with our legislators. From left are Donna Davis, Ryan Trueblood, David Milner, Andrea 
Berry, senator Bill O’Daniel, Judy Colyer (chaperone), Ellen Hawkins and Royce Carter (chaperone). 

Todd Armstrong and Heather Hobbs 
represented WWCEC on the “Youth- 
to-Washington” tour. 

Jack Young, left, took over manager’s duties, replac¬ 
ing Dale Warren, right. Bill Endicott, previous man¬ 
ager, is in the middle. 
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The photo at left shows damage 
inflicted by a May twister. 

WWCEC was involved in the kickoff for “Water 2000,” and helped pave 
the way for this check presentation. From left are Lloyd Clements, Mike 
McMeen, Roger Johnson, LaDonna McKinney, Beverly Rightnowar and 
Congressman Glen Poshard, who made the presentation. 

The N.C.O.E. High School Chorus entertained at the annual meeting. 

Above, directors and 
employees were recog¬ 
nized for length of ser¬ 
vice. From left are 
Tamara Ruhl, Judy 
Colyer, Cathy Tracy, 
Dale Kanady, Virginia 
Wilkerson, Dale Warren, 
Bob Flechs, Melvin 
Maricle, Ken Nordmann 
and Bill Richards. 
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Co-op offers Christmas service 
One way Wayne-White Coun- Christmas trees at four loca- Dates will be announced 

ties Electric Cooperative tions in the service territory: later in local newspapers. 
(WWCEC) wishes its members a Wayne City Park, Wayne City; All those wishing to have 
Merry Christmas is by helping Hamilton County Fairgrounds, their tree shredded instead of 
them dispose of their Christmas McLeansboro; White County burning them or throwing them 
trees. We will be offering this Fairgrounds, Carmi; and in a ditch, please have it at the 
new service the first two weeks Edwards County Fairgrounds, designated location before sched- 
of January. Albion. uled chipping date. 

WWCEC will be chipping 

SPECIAL 
Water heater 

52-gallon Freedom electric 
water heaters built 
by State Industries 

regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 
• R-20 insulation • The amazing Lime Eliminator — 
• Five-year warranty self-cleaning — reduces lime 

buildup automatically 

Available at Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative office in Fairfield 
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N EWS 
Safety with electrical outlets 

We all know that electricity 
is wonderful stuff. Good things 
happen when we flip a switch. 
Light beats back the darkness, 
warmth replaces the cold, dishes 
and clothes get washed and 
dried, TV sets come on, and 
water flows in and out of our 
house in an orderly fashion. 

But there's a dark side to 
electricity, too. It's a lot like con¬ 
trolled lightning, and when it 
gets out of control, it can add a 
whole new meaning to the 
phrase, “Reach out and zap 
someone.” 

What follows is a descrip¬ 
tion of a few gadgets that will 
help you keep the “electric ge¬ 
nie” in the bottle until you need 
it. Installing one or more of them 
will make your home at least a 
little safer, and maybe a lot safer. 

The first gadget costs very 
little, and you can install it your¬ 
self in minutes. It’s designed pri¬ 
marily to protect those toddlers 
who seem determined to plumb 
the depths of all electrical out¬ 
lets, using a bobby pin or paper 
clip. There are plastic outlet cov¬ 
ers that simply plug into an un¬ 
used receptacle. They’re easy to 
remove when you need to plug in 
an appliance. Look for them in 
the electrical section of your de¬ 
partment store or in a building 
supply place. A package of a dozen 
will set you back less than two 
dollars. Put one in each outlet a 

toddler is even remotely capable 
of reaching. 

After those little gadgets, 
things get a bit more expensive, 
but the simplicity, for the most 
part, still is there. There are 
several different kinds of ground 
fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs), 
and they’re real miracle work¬ 
ers. Essentially, they sense a 
problem in a circuit and shut it 
off before enough current gets 
through to cause injury. While 
it definitely isn’t something you’d 
want to try at home, a demon¬ 
strator of the devices has plugged 
in a hair dryer and plunged it 
into a sink. Before GFCIs, such 
dunkings were almost always 
fatal. 

Again, GFCIs are not in¬ 
tended to enable you to do dan¬ 
gerous things. They’re intended 
to provide a big margin of safety 
when you accidently do some¬ 
thing hazardous. Incidentally, 
building codes today require the 
installation of GFCI-protected 
circuits in kitchens, bathrooms 
and in outdoor receptacles. The 
ones we’re discussing are use¬ 
ful in homes built with them. 
There are several different kinds, 
and you’d be wise to check out 
the possibility of using one out¬ 
doors or anyplace where water 
and electricity are likely to mix, 
such as kitchens and bathrooms. 
You can buy a portable GFCI, 
which plugs into an outlet, and 

into which you then plug lights 
or appliances. They're simple to 
use and inexpensive. Once they 
“trip" and save your bacon, you 
need to correct the problem, then 
press the little “reset” button they 
have, and you’re ready to be 
protected again. 

Another GFCI is built into 
the end of an extension cord, 
and is useful when using power 
tools and the like. They’re espe¬ 
cially handy when you're work¬ 
ing outside. Yet another kind of 
GFCI is built into the receptacles 
in the walls, and would be a 
wise addition to any home. They 
can be wired to protect just one 
outlet, or an outlet and all the 
ones further down the circuit. 
Be sure to have them installed 
by a qualified electrician. 

A circuit breaker GFCI can 
be installed in your breaker box, 
and will protect all the outlets on 
that circuit. Again, you’d be wise 
to have an electrician do the in¬ 
stallation. Outlets in newer homes 
should be protected, but homes 
built before the code change are 
likely to have no protection at 
all. Be sure to check out one of 
the above forms of GFCIs. The 
portable ones should be cheap¬ 
est and easiest to use, but less 
convenient in the long run. What¬ 
ever you do, try to get some pro¬ 
tection in your kitchen and 
bathroom as soon as possible. 

We apologize 
Please accept our sincere apology for any added concern and work we have caused you, our 

members, during the busy holiday season. Due to a computer malfunction at our printing center, 
we inadvertently failed to mail approximately 2,500 bills to our members on Dec. 1. It was not 
until we started receiving calls from our members that we became fully aware of the magnitude of 
the problem. We thank each and every one of you for your assistance and your patience. 
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the 
winter 
blues 

When all the reds, yellows and or¬ 

anges of fall come upon us, about 10 per¬ 

cent of the population get the blues. The 

moodiness and depression that set in 

with the first signs of winter now have 

a name seasonal affective disorder, or 

SAD. And one of the ways people are 

fighting this malady is by sitting in front 

of bright light. 

SAD research, which has been going 

on for about a decade, indicates that mil¬ 

lions of people may suffer from severe depres¬ 

sion, crying spells, feelings of guilt and helplessness, 

cravings for sweets and junk food, listlessness, and even 

suicidal behavior between September and March. SAD usually shows 

up after age 21. About 85 percent of the documented cases involve 

women. There are more recorded cases in the North than the 

South. Some theories on the cause of SAD suggest a problem with 

the body’s clock. It is this suspected relation to the body clock 

that could make SAD research important for everyone, even non¬ 

sufferers. SAD could be an evolutionary holdover from prehistoric 

days when cave dwellers needed to bulk up and slow down in 

order to survive winter. One treatment 

for SAD is light therapy. Patients are instructed to sit for 30 

minutes to three hours every morning and evening in front of a 

bright, full-spectrum artificial light. They engage in some kind 

of activity, such as sewing or reading, and glance into the 

light periodically. 

Many patients report a vast improvement in their moods 

after using the lights. That is prompting researchers to come 

up with new ways of incorporating the energizing power of 

light into our lives. 

University scientists and private industry are in the pro¬ 

cess of developing architectural lighting and portable lamps 

that could one day make light therapy available in homes, 

offices, restaurants and hotel rooms. Some claim that therapy 

helps workers on the night shift sleep better during the day 

and perform better at night. Some who travel have used the 

lights to help reduce the sleepiness induced by jet 

lag. There is growing evidence that exposure to cer¬ 

tain intensities of light at specific times of day and 

for particular durations can cure some kinds of in¬ 

somnia and improve health. 

Dr. Wayne London, a psychiatrist who researches 

the effects of artificial living conditions, contends 

there is evidence of a relationship between light and 

some cancers, premenstrual syndrome and sick days 

for school children. He cites circumstantial evidence 

that light may even affect Alzheimer's disease, alco¬ 

holism, multiple sclerosis and possibly even fertility. 

One new light therapy light looks like an ordinary 

lamp but can be programmed by a microprocessor to 

reproduce the intensity of a midsummer Hawaiian 

sunrise. That, researchers say, could provide a re¬ 

freshing awakening for an apartment dweller in Man¬ 

hattan in February. There are also glasses and hats 

designed to provide the necessary light to the eyes. 
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Use heat tapes cautiously 
Electric heat tapes com¬ 

monly are used in winter to 
keep water pipes from freez¬ 
ing. But any time of year is 
good to check your electric heat 
tapes and replace them if nec¬ 
essary. The United States Con- 
sumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC) is urging 
homeowners (including resi¬ 
dents of mobile homes) to re¬ 
place uncertified heat tapes 
that are more than three years 
old with certified ones that 
meet recognized voluntary stan¬ 
dards. 

An electric heat tape re¬ 
sembles an electric cord. It may 
be round or flat. Some variet¬ 
ies have an overall covering of 
light metal braid. There is an 
electrical plug on one end and 
sometimes a pod or box with a 
thermostat switch to control the 
power to the heating conduc¬ 
tors in the tape. The tape is 
intended to prevent a water 
pipe from freezing. 

Heat tapes usually are in¬ 
stalled in crawl spaces or at¬ 
tics. Often, they are used on 
mobile homes to heat water 
supply pipes that come from 
underground up to a mobile 
home. 

But, for all their potential 
uses, CPSC warns that heat 
tapes can be dangerous. Ac¬ 
cording to CPSC, electric heat 
tapes are involved in about 
2,000 fires each year, result¬ 
ing in about 10 deaths and 
100 injuries. CPSC urges you 
to help reduce this risk of fire 
and death by using only certi¬ 
fied heat tapes on your pipes. 
One way you can tell the dif¬ 

ference is that all new certified 
heat tapes will have a three- 
prong plug; the older uncertified 
ones have a two-prong plug. 
Currently, there are three or¬ 
ganizations that are certifying 
heat tapes to meet recognized 
national voluntary standards; 
Underwriters Laboratories Inc. 
(UL), the Canadian Standards 
Association (CSA), and the Fac¬ 
tory Mutual Research Corpo¬ 
ration (FMRC). 

Purchasing heat tapes that 
meet voluntary standards of¬ 
fers you and your family a de¬ 
gree of protection, but heat 
tapes also must be installed 
and used properly and in¬ 
spected annually to provide the 
most protection against freez¬ 
ing pipes, and to provide the 
highest level of safety to you 
and your family. 

CPSC offers these safety tips 
for installing and maintaining 
electric heat tapes: 
• Inspect heat tapes each year 

and replace them if you no¬ 
tice signs of deterioration. 
Look for discolored surfaces 
(especially at the plug), char¬ 
ring, cuts or breaks in the 
insulation, or bare wires. 

• When installing heat tapes, 
carefully observe installation 
instructions. Different heat 
tapes have different installa¬ 
tion requirements. 

• Always plug the three-prong 
plug into a three-prong out¬ 
let to make sure the heat 
tape is grounded. 

• Use a ground fault circuit 
interrupter (GFCI) wherever 
heat tapes are plugged in. 

• Make sure the heat tapes that 
you use are intended for use 
on water pipes (other tapes 
heat roofs, gutters, or gar¬ 
den soil). 

• Do not wrap heat tape over 
itself unless specifically per¬ 
mitted in the manufacturer’s 
instructions. 

• Do not cover the heat tape 
with insulation unless ad¬ 
vised by the manufacturer. 
Use nonflammable insulation 
such as fiberglass. Do not 
use foam or vinyl insulation. 
It could catch fire if the heat 
tape fails. 

• Apply heat tapes directly on 
the pipe to be protected, 
never on top of the insula¬ 
tion covering the pipe. 

• Keep the end cap sealed and 
off the ground to prevent 
water from getting in. Mois¬ 
ture can lead to a fire. 

• If heat tape has a thermo¬ 
stat, check instructions to 
see if the thermostat should 
be placed against the pipe 
and covered with insulation 
or if it should be left hang¬ 
ing and uncovered. 
Heat tapes perform a use¬ 

ful function, but like any elec¬ 
trical product, they need to be 
treated with care and respect. 
Don't create a fire hazard in 
the process of keeping your 
pipes from freezing. Replace 
uncertified heat tapes that are 
more than three years old; buy 
heat tapes that meet voluntary 
standards; and install and use 
heat tapes properly. Your life, 
and the lives of your family, 
depend on it. 
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SPECIAL 
Water heater 
52-gallon Freedom 

electric 
water heaters built 
by State Industries 

regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 
• R-20 insulation • The amazing Lime Eliminator — 
• Five-year warranty self-cleaning — reduces lime 

buildup automatically 

Available at 
Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

office in Fairfield 
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Wayne-White 
WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS • 618-842-2196 

N E W S 

Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 
KriSrSmols 62837 

Dear Member: ^invees invite you to yom 

Sc^ gym-Fa^ld^t 

starting at 5 p.m- ^ ^ Hlgh Scirooi Show Choir. 

We will te entertaine 1 aon„al meeting 

W« t»pe you will “ « “ n"me Oettet M^penK 

will be a chance to meet 
£ood time. meeting soon. Bring 

• rf the program book of t registration. 
You will be receivmg the Pr ^ ^ card to spee<i the 

this program wrfe yomTe^ of ^ prizes. 
Later it will he used Community High School 

Hope to see you March 21 at th 

gym. 

Your board of directors 

“Owned By Those We Serve' 
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Wayne-WI 
60 year 

Attend Wayne-White Counties Ele( 

ize Friday nig 
Grand P'' Fairfield Comm 

C<iric w*#hea,er —” :E'f^stor 

r»i fad'"l'Y - Business meet! 
e a «ce p«*eS 

Come visit with your 
lAIsMwnetmlAfhitd* Flat 

Registratfl 
Free pork cho|| 

Business meetii| 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ MARCH 1997 



111111II11111111111111111 1111111111111111111111111 1111 111 l_ 

Counties 
service 
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SPECIAL 
Water heater 
52-gallon Freedom electric 

water heaters built 
by State Industries 

regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 

• R-20 insulation 
• Five-year warranty 
• The amazing Lime 

Eliminator —self-cleaning 
— reduces lime buildup 
automatically 

Available at Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative office in 

Fairfield 
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WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS • 618-842-2196 

N E W S 
Fuses, breakers and electrical safety 

Probably every house built 
since the advent of electrical ser¬ 
vice has had some kind of cir¬ 
cuit-overload protection built 
into its wiring system. 

Years ago, fuses were used, 
and there was a separate one for 
each circuit. Builders who 
wanted to “cut corners” could do 
it easily by cutting back on the 
number of circuits they pro¬ 
vided. Unfortunately, many took 
advantage of that option, and 
there are thousands of houses 
all over the country still grossly 
under-wired. 

Some older homes have just 
two circuits: one for lights in the 
ceiling, the other for wall outlets. 

Such a house will give its 
owner endless headaches in the 
form of blown fuses and frustra¬ 
tions. 

Often, a person who wants 
to plug in a toaster will need to 
shut off a couple of lamps or 
unplug a refrigerator or TV set 
to keep from blowing a fuse. 
Most of those houses were built 
years ago, when a radio was the 
primary form of entertainment, 
and when a refrigerator was, in 
all likelihood, the only electric 
kitchen appliance. Clothes were 
dried outside on a clothesline. 
It didn’t take many circuits to 
serve such a house. 

Now, we have TV sets—often 
several in a house—microwave 
ovens, VCRs, toasters, electric 
skillets, automatic bread mak¬ 
ers, and any number of other 
gadgets that we enjoy so much. 

Now that we all tend to en¬ 
joy all those things, many of us 
have problems with our electric¬ 
ity. Fuses and circuit breakers 

are designed to protect us from 
the dangers of short circuits and 
overloads. 

You might think of a fuse as 
a form of safety valve that pops 
off when something’s wrong. A 
fuse is intended to be the weak¬ 
est link in your home’s wiring 

system. If you get an overload 
and something overheats, any 
damage that’s going to be done 
will take place in the safety of 
your fusebox, and will be done 
to the fuse itself, as it is sacri¬ 
ficed to save the house. 

When fuses blow frequently, 
there is always the temptation 
to “outsmart” them by using a 
higher-amperage fuse than what 
the circuit was designed for. 
Don’t try it! That just moves the 
danger spot out of your fusebox 
and into your wiring system, 
where it will very likely cause a 
fire. Using a coin or piece of foil 
to bypass the fuse will do the 
same thing. 

A stopgap measure to keep 
fuses from blowing is to use 
fewer electrical devices, but 
that’s just treating the symp¬ 
toms. If you have persistent elec¬ 
trical problems, your best bet in 
the long run is to call a quali¬ 

fied electrician and have him 
rewire your home, or at least add 
some circuits. 

Make sure he knows what 
kind of appliances and lights 
you have and how many of them 
you’re likely to use at one time. 
And remember that if you’re like 
most of us, you have far more 
electrical goodies than you had 
a decade ago, and you’ll prob¬ 
ably add a few more in the fu¬ 
ture. There are a few shortcuts 
an electrician can take advan¬ 
tage of to make your wiring job 
cheaper, but there’s one thing 
you should insist on. Tell him 
you want the job done “to code.” 
He'll know what you’re talking 
about. The National Electrical 
Safety Code was developed over 
the years to set standards for 
safe electrical wiring, and to pre¬ 
vent the construction of houses 
with just one or two circuits. A 
house wired to code will have at 
least the minimum number of 
circuits to do the job right. 

While we’ve discussed fuses 
here, they have been replaced to 
a large extent by circuit break¬ 
ers. They operate much like 
fuses, but they aren’t destroyed 
by an overload problem. If a 
breaker “trips,” you can go to the 
breaker box, reset the breaker, 
and you’re back in business. 

Even so, breakers that trip 
frequently are a sign of problems 
that need to be cured. You need 
to avoid an overload, or have an 
electrician find the short circuit 
that’s causing your breakers to 
trip. And don’t forget to insist 
that any work be up to code. It’s 
a definite safety necessity, not a 
luxury. 
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Don Wheat—50 years of dedication 
Don Wheat may have set a 

record worthy of the Guiness 

Book— in the 50 years he’s 

worked for Wayne-White Coun¬ 

ties Electric Cooperative, he says 

there had never been a time 

when he got up dreading the 

thought of going to work. 

World War II had ended just 

a year before Don started, and 

the co-op was off the ground and 

running well. Earlier, before the 

war, it had been difficult to sign 

members up, and even more dif¬ 

ficult to get landowners to pro¬ 

vide easements for line 

construction. 

Many were convinced that 

cooperatives run by simple 

country folk couldn’t provide the 

leadership and managerial skills 

needed to gets business going 

and keep it solvent. Some were 

afraid they’d be unable to pay 

their monthly bills, which often 

amounted to three to five dollars. 

People had flocked away in 

droves. 

But the co-op had done well. 

By the time the war was over, 

even the most hardened skeptic 

knew electric co-ops could suc¬ 

ceed, and people had a lot of 

money they’d earned during the 

war. Since jobs had been abun¬ 

dant and things to buy had been 

scarce because of rationing, 

there was a pent-up demand for 

appliances and lights, and the 

electricity to power them. 

There was a waiting list for 

new services, and work was pro¬ 

ceeding as fast as possible. To 

speed the process, the co-op 

brought in outside contractors, 

and Don worked for a brush¬ 

clearing firm. 

“I worked for a contractor,” 

he says, “but the co-op actually 

paid me.” 

After that job, Don, a Wayne 

County native, hitchhiked to 

Rochelle, to work in a cannery. 

The seasonal nature of the work, 

and the distance from home con¬ 

vinced Don to look for a job in 

or near Fairfield. 

“Owen Chaney was manager 

at that time,” Don relates, “and 

I called him at home one evening 

and told him I was looking for a 

job. He told me to come in the 

next day, and reminded me to 

bring my gloves and dinner 

bucket. I actually hired on at the 

co-op on September 30, 1947, as 

a member of the clearing crew. 

At that time, the co-op was head¬ 

quartered in the Oil Exchange 

Building on Court Street, and 

the trucks were stored on a lot 

across the street. 

“There had been several 

teachers doing summer work, 

and when they had to go back 

to teaching, there was a job 

opening for me.” 

As time went by, Don and his 

wife, Bettie, had three sons and 

a daughter, and became the 

grandparents of some 11 chil- 
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At left, Don displays some of the equipment used 
in present line clearing work. Above, he stands in 
a bucket and brandishes a hydraulic saw, both of 
which were virtually unheard of when Don came to 
work for the co-op some 50 years ago. 

dren. They also have 5 great¬ 
grandchildren. 

While many people hire on 
and move around within an or¬ 
ganization, Don didn’t do that. 
He stayed in brush clearing the 
entire time. “I worked for Jake 
Pierson for many years,” he says, 
“and when he retired in 1960, I 
took over his job as clearing crew 
foreman. I’ve been in that posi¬ 
tion ever since. 

“We did an awful lot of the 
clearing work back then with 
axes and crosscut saws,” he 
continues, “and we got our first 
chain saw in 1948. It was a 4' 
saw, and it took two men to op¬ 
erate it. It had a pair of handle¬ 
bars on one end and a single 
handlebar on the other.” 

As the co-op’s membership 
grew and the workload increased 
in the early 1950s, Don notes, 
the old storefront building be¬ 
gan bulging at the seams, and 
WWCEC began construction of 

a new building out on the west 
edge of Fairfield. The new one- 
story structure boasted 12,000 
square feet of floor space, with 
11 offices, a garage and a ware¬ 
house with a loading dock. It 
was one of the first buildings in 
the area to be cooled by an air 
conditioning system. 

While all this was going on, 
Don helped clear lines for the 
steadily growing co-op, and did 
some hunting and fishing in his 
spare time. “I started a sideline 
farm in the 1950s,” he says, 
“and did that for several years. I 
got out of that and started a little 
timber cutting venture. I got out 
of that, too. Bettie and I started 
using some of our spare time to 
do some traveling, and we’ve 
been to all the states in the 
union but four. We plan to see 
them this fall. I don’t do much 
at the moment. I just get up, go 
to the coffee shop, go to work 
and then go home.”  

Don, who turned 69 in 
January, chuckles when he tells 
about the time former Manager 
Dale Warren encouraged him to 
“slow down a little.” That was 
about four years ago. “I told him 
I’d just as soon sit at home. I’ve 
been going strong ever since. 

“I’m going to miss it here,” 
he says. “I’ve worked for five 
managers including Owen 
Chaney. I worked for Sam Miller, 
Bill Endicott, Chris Bennett, 
Dale Warren and Jack Young, 
and they’ve all been great to 
work for. 

“Wayne-White’s always been 
a great place to work, and it still 
is. I’ve worked with some of the 
greatest people in the world— 
our members. 

"And some of the people I 
work with now are the grand¬ 
children of the people I worked 
with years ago. They’re part of 
the reason I never dreaded go- 
ing to work.”  

Member Owned • Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically • Member Owned • Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically 

APRIL 1997 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



Simple detectors can save lives 
The increase in energy costs 

in the last couple of decades has 
put many people in a difficult 
situation. As we’ve “snugged up” 
our homes to prevent the loss 
or gain of heat, we’ve wound up 
with unexpected problems. 

Harmful by-products of the 
combustion process used to just 
slip out through all the little 
nooks and crannies that all 
houses had. With energy as in¬ 
expensive as it was, we resorted 
to a simple solution: We turned 
the thermostat up or down, de¬ 
pending on whether we 
needed more heating 
or cooling. If we 
thought about it at all, 
we understood that 
our thermostat adjust¬ 
ment would cost us a 
few dollars more a 
couple of months 
down the road. 

During the winter, 
many turned to 
supplemental heat, often 
using fireplaces, wood stoves 
or kerosene heaters, all of which 
add to the danger of fire. 

As energy costs went out the 
ceiling, we sought other ways to 
save. We added insulation, and 
took some other steps to avoid 
the loss of our heated or cooled 
air. We caulked and weather- 
stripped and covered our win¬ 
dows with film. New houses were 
built much tighter than older 
ones, and nearly all houses be¬ 
ing built now are completely 
wrapped in plastic. 

This means that smoke and 
poisons such as carbon monox¬ 
ide, which used to flow out with¬ 
out any trouble, were stuck in 
the house, along with its occu¬ 
pants. The comedian of the 
1960s who said “I shot an arrow 
into the air. . .and it stuck!” 
might well have been referring 
to air in many of today’s homes. 

Fortunately, there are de¬ 

vices on the market that will give 
you some warning of trouble, 
whether it’s from fire or carbon 
monoxide. The first has been 
around for some time. Smoke 
detectors have been used for 
years to alert people of fires in 
their homes. They’ve saved 
countless lives. They’re cheap, 
starting at about $5, and are 
easy to install. Illinois law re¬ 
quires that smoke detectors be 
installed in homes. 

You should have one near each 
sleeping area, in any basement 
stairway, and near any fossil- 
fueled supplemental heating 
unit. If you have battery-pow¬ 
ered smoke detectors, change 
your batteries annually on the 
same date. Your birthday, New 
Year’s Day, or any other memo¬ 
rable time would be fine. 

Most battery-powered units 
will start “chirping” when the 
battery’s getting low. Smart 
homeowners will change batter¬ 
ies before that happens. 

Carbon monoxide (CO) de¬ 
tectors have come on the mar¬ 
ket in the last few years, and are 
gaining in popularity as people 
come to realize that there’s a 
down side to having a snug 
house. CO is a killer gas that 
results from any combustion 

process, including the burning 
of LP gas, natural gas, kerosene, 
wood, gasoline, charcoal, or 
whatever. There’s a simple rule 
about CO: “If something’s burn¬ 
ing, it’s putting out CO.” 

CO can kill in just minutes, 
and if you have a gas water 
heater, cookstove or furnace in 
your house, you’re potentially at 
risk. You can reduce your risk 
by having all fuel-burning appli¬ 
ances checked annually by a 
qualified serviceman. You can 

eliminate the risk of CO in 
your home by the use of 

new electric technolo¬ 
gies to heat your home, 
your water, and your 
food. 

Know the symp¬ 
toms of CO poisoning, 
which many people of¬ 
ten mistake for the flu, 
since the symptoms are 
similar. Headaches, 

drowsiness, nausea and 
a bright red or flushed face 

and neck are warnings, and 
you also may experience a loss 

of vision, poor muscular coordi¬ 
nation, an inability to concen¬ 
trate, and memory loss. 

You can find CO detectors in 
the home supply section of many 
department stores, at about $30. 
Most simply plug into an outlet. 

While you’re thinking about 
CO detectors, it’s a good time to 
give some serious thought to 
installing a heat pump or geo¬ 
thermal system when you need 
to replace an existing fossil-fu¬ 
eled furnace. They’re cleaner 
and safer than gas or oil units, 
and far safer than burning wood 
or kerosene! 

For information about re¬ 
placing home appliances that 
use combustible fuel with elec¬ 
tric appliances, talk to your 
friends at your local electric co¬ 
operative. They’ll be glad to help. 
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Wayne-White 
WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS • 618-842-2196 

N E W S 

Jack E.Young, left, manager of Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative (WWCEC), congratulates the 
area men who were re-elected to the co-op’s board of directors. From left are Young, James Deen of 
McLeansboro, John Dozier of Mill Shoals and Kent Henry of Clay City. The election was held at WWCEC’s 
60th annual meeting held Friday, March 21, at the Fairfield High School in Fairfield. 

WWCEC rates coming down soon 
In addition to a $500,000 re¬ 

bate received late last year, 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative members will be get¬ 
ting a rate reduction soon. 

Members attending the 
cooperative’s 60th annual meet¬ 
ing Friday, March 21, at the 
Fairfield High School in Fairfield 
learned that a 7.5 percent rate 
reduction totaling $1.6 million 
will be put into effect for con¬ 
sumption beginning July 1. Ad¬ 
ditionally, they learned that their 
local electric cooperative plans to 
refund $544,300 in capital cred¬ 
its to members who purchased 
electricity from the cooperative in 
1963. 

During the meeting, mem¬ 
bers voted to re-elect three direc¬ 
tors and to make several 

amendments to the co-op’s by¬ 
laws. The re-elected directors are 
Kent Henry of Clay City, John 
Dozier of Mill Shoals and James 
Deen of McLeansboro. 

Speaking to some 750 mem¬ 
bers and guests, Curtis Endsley 
of Mt. Erie, president, an¬ 
nounced the rebate and rate re¬ 
duction. “Much of this is due to 
the fact that 1996 saw the reso¬ 
lution of the long-standing finan¬ 
cial problem faced by our 
wholesale power supplier, 
Soyland Power Cooperative. 
Soyland successfully negotiated 
a buydown of its debt from nearly 
$1 billion down to $235 million, 
and completed an agreement to 
return its share of the nuclear 
Clinton Power Station to Illinois 
Power. Because of Soyland’s suc¬ 

cess, Wayne-White was able to 
give you a rebate in 1996 and will 
be able to further reduce rates 
in the future. 

“Throughout the past year,” 
he added, “your co-op continued 
to provide satellite TV services, 
rebates on geothermal heating 
systems, load control devices, 
and low interest loans to its 
members. We also continued 
with our economic development 
efforts.” 

Jack Young, general man¬ 
ager, remarked that 1996 had 
been a busy and productive year 
for the co-op, and that it was 
planning, if possible, to take on 
more work in the future. 

“Last July we began to study 

(Continued on page 12b) 
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Clockwise from above: Each 
member registering got a thermal 
pitcher. The Fairfield High School 
Show Choir entertained. Voting 
was a part of the meeting. 

the feasibility of providing some 
form of domestic water service to 
our members. We will not know 
exactly what our role should be, 
if any, until the feasibility study 
is completed. We may get in¬ 
volved in the distribution of wa¬ 
ter or perhaps may become a 
wholesale supplier for existing 
systems and new systems as 
they begin operations, or we may 
provide administrative services 
such as billing, arranging sup¬ 
ply contracts, administering 
maintenance agreements, and so 

on. Or the study may indicate 
that we should be involved in all 
the areas necessary to provide 
safe drinking water for our mem¬ 
bers and others in need of it. 
We’ve also expanded the study to 
include an analysis of the eco¬ 
nomics of wastewater systems 
and natural gas distribution,” he 
said. 

“As your president men¬ 
tioned,” he said, “we continue to 
remain heavily involved in eco¬ 
nomic development in south¬ 
eastern Illinois. We recently 

submitted an application for a 
revolving loan fund grant of 
$400,000. If approved, those dol¬ 
lars would come back to Wayne- 
White after the initial lending 
and they could then be lent out 
at low interest rates to new busi¬ 
ness ventures and for the expan¬ 
sion of existing businesses.” 

Young told his audience that 
the deregulation of the electric 
utility industry is being dis¬ 
cussed in Washington, D.C., and 
Springfield. “We were deeply in¬ 
volved in the debates throughout 
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Clockwise from below: Manager 
Young speaks. Merl Fleck, left, 
won the grand prize; Royce 
Carter made the presentation. 
The dining room was packed. Don 
Wheat, a 50-year employee, 
brought a cheering section for his 
plaque presentation. There was a 
good crowd for the meeting. 

1996,” he stressed, “and we ex¬ 
pect to continue our involvement 
for the foreseeable future. We will 
work diligently to ensure that 
questions of reliability, stranded 
investments, open access and 
retail wheeling are adequately 
addressed. We will also work 
hard to see to it that when the 
competition for customers be¬ 
gins in Illinois it will be equally 
available to all classes of 
ratepayers, not just a selected 
few. ” 

Deen, treasurer, said that the 

co-op had enjoyed a good year in 
1996. “Kilowatt-hour (kwh) sales 
continued to climb, and sales 
increased by approximately 
10,000,000 kwh over the previ¬ 
ous year’s, primarily due to the 
addition of new large loads over 
the past few years. 

“Our billing revenue from the 
sale of 311,003,138 kwh was 
$23,037,000. Our electrical 
transmission and distribution 
system sustained very little dam¬ 
age due to weather, and that en¬ 
abled us to rebate the $500,000 

your president and manager al¬ 
luded to. Our cost of power is still 
the largest variable expense we 
have,” Deen continued, “and it 
amounted to more than 76 cents 
of every dollar we received in 
1996. That left us with just over 
23.71 cents per dollar to meet all 
our other obligations and to pro¬ 
vide margins required to satisfy 
our lending institutions.” 

After the meeting the board 
met to reorganize for the coming 
year, and Endsley was elected 
president. 
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SPECIAL 
Water heater 
52-gallon Freedom electric 

water heaters built 
by State Industries 

regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 

• R-20 insulation 
• Five-year warranty 
• The amazing Lime 

Eliminator —self-cleaning 
— reduces lime buildup 
automatically 

Available at Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative office in 

Fairfield 
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. Wayne-White 
• WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS • 618-842-2196 

N E W S 

High school students from across Illinois met their state legislators in Springfield during “Illinois Electric 
and Telephone Cooperative Youth Day” on Wednesday, April 30. Six area students representing Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Cooperative met with Representative John Jones at the State Capitol. The 270 
students and chaperones also toured the Illinois Supreme Court, the State Capitol, the Executive Mansion 
and Lincoln’s Tomb. Representing Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative were, from left, Judy Colyer, 
Chaperone, Jason Carter of Norris City, Colette Tippy of Albion, Eddie Fry of Norris City, Rachel Sutton of 
Norris City, Lindsey Ulm of Cisne and Katy Gwaltney of Fairfield. Seated is Rep. Jones. The day’s activities 
were sponsored by the electric and telephone cooperatives of Illinois. 

Office closing 
Our office will be closed Friday, July 4, to observe Independence Day. 
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The danger of generators 
Many members now have 

standby generators at their 
homes or farms to supply power 
to essential equipment during 
prolonged outages. Care must 
be given to protect the genera¬ 
tor, and, more importantly, the 
life of a lineman who will be 
repairing the damage to our lines 
perhaps within sound of the 
generator or maybe a few miles 
away. 

The protection for both is 
easily accomplished with a 
double-pole, double-throw switch 
installed so as to ensure that 
the generator is supplying elec¬ 
tricity only to the farmstead or 
home and not pushing it back 
into our distribution system. 

Here’s why operating a gen¬ 
erator without a double-throw 
switch can be a very dangerous 
practice. We distribute electric¬ 
ity through underground or 
overhead wires throughout our 
territory at 4,160 volts or 7,200 

volts. This is voltage that can 
severely burn or instantly kill. 
The transformer, whether it is 
hanging on a pole or mounted 
at ground level, 
changes the high 
voltage to 240 volts 
that can be used 
in the home or on 
the farmstead. 

When an oper¬ 
ating generator, 
even a small one, 
is carelessly con¬ 
nected directly to the circuits of 
a fuse box or breaker panel, the 
120 volts or 240 volts the gen¬ 
erator puts out is instantly 
pushed back out of the house, 
through the meter, into and 
through the transformer and 
down the dead line. The trans¬ 
former does its job quite well by 
changing the 120 or 240 volts 
to a primary voltage of 7,200 
volts. 

A lineman, hurrying to re¬ 

store service, will have to touch, 
hold, and handle the suppos¬ 
edly dead line to make a repair. 
Under these circumstances, 
when he does, an injury or death 
will be his fate. 

A manually oper¬ 
ated, double-pole, 
double-throw switch 
that is properly in¬ 
stalled between the 
meter and the main 
fuse or breaker 
panel will ensure 
that power from the 
generator can go 

only into the chosen circuits 
within the home or farmstead 
and never back into our lines to 
endanger lives. 

Another plus is the assur¬ 
ance that when we restore the 
power to your meter, the cur¬ 
rent won’t go directly through 
your fuses or breakers into the 
generator and burn it and your 
investment to a crisp. Your in¬ 
surer may cover the damage; 
ours will have a good chuckle if 
a claim is filed. 

DANGER 
HIGH 

VOLTAGE 

What stays on when you go out 
“There must be something 

wrong with our meter. We were 
on vacation most of the month. 
We couldn’t have used this 
much.” 

We hear variations of this 
comment many 
times every month of 
the year. Is there 
something mysteri¬ 
ous going on here? 

Not really. The 
homes of today are 
increasingly equipped 
with appliances that 
consume energy 
without any active in¬ 
tervention by the occupants. 
Until we go on vacation, these 
appliances are considered the 
benefits of our economy. When 
we get back from vacation we 

find they have turned into li¬ 
abilities simply because they 
have continued operating auto¬ 
matically while we were gone. 

Old refrigerators and freez¬ 
ers are the main culprits in this 

mystery. And, old 
doesn’t mean an¬ 
cient. The older any 
refrigera-tion unit is 
the less efficient it 
is and can account 
for as much as 25 
percent of the 
monthly electric 
bill. And an old 

freezer or two and the percent¬ 
age is even higher. A hotter 
house (assuming the homeowner 
remembered to shut off the air 
condi- tioning) will cause these 
appliances to run longer to do 

their job. 
Add to the list dehumidifi¬ 

ers, instant-on TVs, cable TV 
boxes, clocks, waterbed heaters, 
water heaters, anything battery 
powered with charger, sump 
pump, water pump, swimming 
pool pump —they all add to the 
usage and the bill. 

Plus, when we return from 
vacation, we turn everything 
back on to bring the house into 
equilibrium and then begin 
washing, drying, ironing, bath¬ 
ing, cooling, etc., etc. So the 
electricity we saved by being 
away is now used after we get 
back—and maybe more. 

So, enjoy your vacation. But 
remember, we use electricity 
whether anyone is at home or 
not. 
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Geothermal gaining in popularity 
The earth is the largest, most 

efficient collector of the sun’s 
energy. The temperature of the 
ground remains about 50 de¬ 
grees throughout the year. Al¬ 
though this temperature is not 
warm enough in itself to heat a 
home, there is a tremendous 
amount of heat available. The 
only thing needed is a depend¬ 
able way to move it from this 
collector and deliver it to the 
home in a usable form. 

Geothermal heating and cool¬ 
ing is such a system. This sys¬ 
tem circulates water through a 
closed loop buried in the ground, 
picking up the BTUs, which it 
takes to a compressor. The BTUs 
are removed from the water and 
delivered to the home at about 
110 degrees. Since the heat is 
already present, the only cost is 
for moving and removing the 
BTUs. This cost is small com¬ 
pared to the cost of producing 
heat. In fact, this system will 
produce 3 1/2 to 4 times the 
heat, per unit of cost. 

The installation of the geo¬ 
thermal system is simple. The 
inside unit consists of the com¬ 
pressor, the water-to-air ex¬ 
changer, and the blower unit. It 

takes up no more room than 
other systems. The rest goes 
outside, underground. The 
ground loop can be trenched, 
installed in uncased wells 100 
to 150 feet deep, or submerged 
in a body of water. 
THE ADVANTAGES 
1. There can be extraordinary 
energy savings — up to 65 per¬ 
cent in some cases. 
2. No outdoor equipment is re¬ 
quired. This adds to the life of 
the equipment because it’s not 
out in the extreme weather. 
3. If service should be required, 
the equipment is indoors, where 
the serviceman is not at the 
mercy of the weather. 
4. The system provides year- 
round comfort; heating, cooling, 
dehumidification, and much of 
your hot water. 
5. There is normally a rapid 
payback (5 to 7 years —depend¬ 
ing on fuel/system comparison): 
any home equipped for energy 
conservation is more marketable. 
6. Since there is no combus¬ 
tion, no chimney or flue is re¬ 
quired and there are no 
combustible gases in conditioned 
space. 
7. The system is all-electric — 

no fossil fuels are consumed and 
there is no need for the expense 
of using a second utility, even if 
it’s available. 
8. The systems are extremely 
reliable, utilizing components 
developed through years of re¬ 
search, testing and experience. 
9. Two-thirds or more of the 
heat energy used comes indi¬ 
rectly from the sun —a renew¬ 
able, non-polluting energy 
source. 
THE DISADVANTAGES 
1. Initial first cost is higher 
than conventional systems (how¬ 
ever, see advantage No. 5). 
2. The common complaint of 
new heat pump owners is “the 
air feels cool.” Those accustomed 
to the warmer air temperatures 
provided by fossil fuel furnaces 
will notice that the air from the 
ductwork is cooler. However, 
moving air that is the same as 
or slightly warmer than the body 
temperature will feel cool. This 
will not be a problem if you are 
forewarned. Air entering a struc¬ 
ture around 90-110 degrees 
Fahrenheit or more can warm it 
to 68-75 degrees or warmer if 
the equipment is properly sized. 

Spring is tornado season 
Springtime means tornado 

season. Although tornadoes can 
occur anytime, peak months are 
March through August. 

There are two types of tor¬ 
nado alerts. A watch means at¬ 
mospheric conditions are right 
for a tornado to develop. Stay 
tuned to the news for further 
information. A tornado warning 
means one has been sighted in 
the area or will occur. 

If a warning has been is¬ 
sued, seek shelter immediately. 
The best shelters are basements 
or storm shelters. If your home 

does not have a basement, move 
to a small room such as a bath¬ 
room or closet in the center of 
the house. 

If you are in your vehicle, do 
not try to outrun a tornado. If 
you cannot escape the path of 
the tornado, stop and get away 
from the vehicle. Lie flat with 
your head covered in a low area 
such as a ditch or a ravine. 
One of the major causes of tor¬ 
nado deaths and injuries is fly¬ 
ing debris, so be sure and keep 
your head covered. 

Do not stay in a mobile 

home. Evacuate the home to find 
a low area where you can lie 
down and cover your head. It 
might be wise to also check rules 
and regulations concerning 
“hold-down” equipment for new 
or used mobile homes. 

Your family should have an 
emergency plan and know ex¬ 
actly what to do if a tornado 
hits. Each home should have 
basic emergency supplies, such 
as a portable radio, batteries 
and flashlights on hand in the 
basement or closet. Being safe 
is being prepared. 
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Improved TV programming offered 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative unveiled its new and improved program lineup for Rural 
TV satellite subscribers at the 1995 annual meeting. Each package has been spruced up with 
additional channels at competitive prices. Take a look at our new program lineup, which is shown 
on this page. We think you’ll like what you see! 

ECONOMY 
BASIC PACKAGE 
17 Channels 
$8.50/month 
CNN 
CNN International 
Country Music TV 
Discovery Channel 
E! 
ESPN 
ESPN2 
Family Channel 
Headline News 
MTV 
Nashville Network 
Nickelodeon 
Sci-Fi Channel 
TBS 
USA Network 
VH-1 

BASIC PACKAGE 
23 Channels 
$11.50/Month 
American Movie 
Classics 
Arts & Entertainment 
Cartoon Network 
CNBC 
CNN 
CNN International 
Country Music TV 
Discovery Channel 
E! 
ESPN 
ESPN2 
Family Channel 
Headline News 
KTLA 
MTV 
Nashville Network 
Nickelodeon 
TBS 
USA Network 
VH-1 
Weather Channel 
WON 
WPEX 

POWER-PLUS PACK 
Prime-Time E or W 
33 Channels 
$ 19.50/Month 
American Movie 
Classics 
Arts & Entertainment 
Cartoon Network 
CNBC 
CNN 
CNN International 
Country Music TV 
Discovery Channel 
E! 
ESPN 
ESPN2 
Family Channel 
Headline News 
History Channel 
Lifetime Television 
KTLA 
MTV 
Nashville Network 
Nickelodeon 
Prime Time East or 
Prime Time West 
Sci-Fi Channel 
TBS 
TNT 
Turner Movie Classics 

PREMIUM CHANNELS 
HBO Any One Premium $ 7.95 
CINEMAX Two Premiums 14.95 
DISNEY Three Premiums 21.95 
FLIX Four Premiums 28.95 
SHOWTIME Five Premiums 35.95 
MOVIE CHANNEL 

A La Carte 
AMC $ 2.00 
CNBC .75 
Game Show Network 1.00 
History Channel 1.00 
Satellite Sports Network 7.95 
TNT 3.00 

TOP CHOICE PACK 
33-34 Channels 
$30.00/Month 
American Movie 
Classics 
Arts & Entertainment 
Bravo! 
Cartoon Network 
Comedy Central 
Country Music TV 
CNBC 
CNN 
CNN International 
Discovery Channel 
E! 
ESPN 
ESPN2 
Family Channel 
Headline News 
History Channel 
KDVR 
KTLA 
Lifetime TV 
MTV 
Nickelodeon 
Sci-Fi Channel 
TBS 
TNN 
TNT 
Turner Movie Classics 
USA Network 
VH-1 
Weather Channel 
WON 
WPEX 
ENCORE 
Choice of Atlanta 3 
WWOR/WSBK 
Choice of 1 Premium 

* To receive satellite pro¬ 
gramming, you must 
have satellite dish and 
receiver already in¬ 
stalled. An initial $10 
fee required. Rural TV 
fee will appear on 
monthly electric bill. 

CALL 
Wayne-White 

Counties Electric 
Cooperative 

Member Service 
Department 

618-842-2196 
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Wayne-White 
WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ■ FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS • 618-842-2196 

N E W S 

Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 
p.o. Drawer E 9R37 
Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

Dear Member: providing elec- 

wmte Counties Eiectric ^ ^ that time the Wayne-Wbite ^ more than 60 years ag ossible. 

tricity to its mem e , r(j to keep its rates a ^as steadily in- 

C0°^ut^'S ^'^g'^nd'electricity ttot, fot 

:i^SS52=s“^ 
“C1 vr™ 

portantly.t0 ^ plaols o*"", pptoflKy. Soyl^ ^ 
Nuclear Generab eliminating nuclea ^ white and the oth rs: * “'»* - “ 
Soyland member coop your cooperative a 

«... »«««■ ts."™" 
„,p«»p Pi«July 1,or y~“ «“• ”f 

s,rs™“- ’ 
tricity is going to be. not show up on y ed under one tnC Remember, the that if still be receiv- 

temher bilUng and f 0 ^^ for comparlson, yo 
of the rate schedules 

mg a rate reduction, 

jack E. Young, President 

“Owned By Those We Serve” 
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Residential Rate 
Schedule 1 

Present Proposed 
Facility Charge: $10 per month Facility Charge: $10 per month 

First 750 kwh @ 9.90C per kwh First 750 kwh @ 9.22C per kwh 
Next 750 kwh @ 9.16C per kwh Next 750 kwh @ 8.20C per kwh 
Over 1500 kwh @ 8.71C per kwh Over 1500 kwh @ 7.67C per kwh 

Residential All Electric Rate 
Schedule 2 

Summer Season 
Present Proposed 

Facility Charge: $10 per month Facility Charge: $10 per month 

First 750 kwh @ 9.90C per kwh First 750 kwh @ 9.22C per kwh 
Next 750 kwh @ 9.16C per kwh Next 750 kwh @ 8.20C per kwh 
Over 1500 kwh @ 8.71C per kwh Over 1500 kwh @ 7.67C per kwh 

Winter Season 
Present 

Facility Charge: $10 per month 

Proposed 
Facility Charge: $10 per month 

First 750 kwh @ 9.90C per kwh 
Next 750 kwh @ 9.16C per kwh 
Over 1500 kwh @ 5.22C per kwh 

First 750 kwh @ 9.22C per kwh 
Next 750 kwh @ 8.20C per kwh 
Over 1500 kwh @ 4.50C per kwh 

Three-Phase Farm Rate 
Schedule 3 

Present 
Facility Charge: $15.60 per month 

Proposed 
Facility Charge: $17 per month 

First 1000 kwh @ 9.90C per kwh 
Next 500 kwh @ 9.16C per kwh 
Over 1500 kwh @ 7.67C per kwh 

First 750 kwh @ 9.22C per kwh 
Next 750 kwh @ 8.20C per kwh 
Over 1500 kwh @ 7.67C per kwh 

Commerical & Industrial 50 kva or Less 
Rate Schedule 4 

Present 
Facility Charge: $17.50 per month 

Proposed 
Facility Charge: $17.50 per month 

First 1500 kwh @ 9.90C per kwh 
Next 1500 kwh @ 9.54C per kwh 
Over 3000 kwh @ 6.64C per kwh 

First 1500 kwh @ 9.200 per kwh 
Next 1500 kwh @ 8.20C per kwh 
Over 3000 kwh @ 6.000 per kwh 
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Geothermal low 
interest loan funds 

Available to our members 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Co¬ 

operative is making low interest loan 

funds available to members to help 

finance the cost of energy-saving geo¬ 

thermal heat pumps. The money is 

made available to members in the 

form of energy resource conservation 

loans. 

Members can qualify to borrow up 

to $5,000 per household at the special 

low interest rates. 

The money can be used to finance 

the purchase of energy-efficient geo¬ 

thermal heat pump equipment 

The savings stack up with low in¬ 

terest loans. 

For more details: 
Contact: Dale Kanady, Manager of 

Information &L Offices Services 

Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 
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SPECIAL 
Water heater 

52-gallon Freedom electric 
water heaters built 
by State Industries 

regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost—$106.66 

• R-20 insulation 
• The amazing 

LimeEliminator— 
self-cleaning— 

• Five-year warranty reduces 
lime buildup automatically 

Available at Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative office in Fairfield 
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Wayne-White 
WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS • 618-842-2196 

N E W S 

Carter, Ulm, Gwaltney take part in ‘Youth 
to Washington’ tour 

Contestants in Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative’s 1997 “Youth to Washington” essay 
contest were required to submit essays on how new communications technologies will affect the rural 
community, and two were chosen by the judges to represent the co-op on that tour. Jason Carter, son 
of Jackie and Valerie Carter of Enfield, and Lindsey Ulm, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Ulm of Geff, 
entered the winning essays. We have reproduced their essays here. Jason was unable to make the trip, 
so Katy Gwaltney, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Gwaltney of Fairfield, went in his place as an 
alternate. David Carter, son of Mr. and Mrs. Royce Carter of Fairfield, went as a “Willie Wiredhand” 
student, with his parents paying his way. The tour left for Washington on June 13, and returned on 
the 20th. The photos in the center spread show some of the highlights. 

Will new communication technologies affect the rural community? 
by Lindsey Ulm 

CD-ROM, MS-DOS, E-mail, 
mother board, 9.1 GB. . .What ex¬ 
actly is all of this mumbo-jumbo? 
Is it some kind of foreign language. 
. .FROM ANOTHER PLANET? This 
is the language of the computer- 
tech generation. With the rising 
interest (and necessity) of comput¬ 
erized technology, ALL communi¬ 
ties—not just urban —have 
experienced great changes. Unfor¬ 
tunately, rural communities, such 
as Wayne and White Counties, are 
often overlooked as growing tech¬ 
nological communities. The fact of 
the matter is, that small communi¬ 
ties utilize new technologies as 
much or more than some urban 
communities. The wide usage of the 
Internet/World Wide Web, Lap-top 
computers, Windows ’95, and Cel¬ 
lular Telephones has not been lim¬ 
ited to large cities only. Rural 
communities make use of innova¬ 
tive technologies as part of their ev¬ 
eryday education, work, leisure and 
safety. 

Our region of southern Illinois 
has some of the best standardized 
test scores in the entire state of Illi¬ 
nois. Our school systems are con¬ 
stantly trying to enhance their 
students’ knowledge through both 

“old fashioned” from-the-book 
teaching methods and learning new 
facts off of the Internet. I attend 
Cisne High School. Even though we 
students don’t always like to admit 
it, Cisne has some of the most car¬ 
ing teachers and faculty, when it 
comes to their students’ learning. 
Being a teacher is a very difficult, 
yet important, occupation. Teach¬ 
ers are responsible for preparing stu¬ 
dents for college, by making sure 
that not only do their students learn 
what is required, but that they have 
fun while doing so. Our school re¬ 
cently remodeled its computer lab, 
installing new, upgraded computers, 
two of which are connected to the 
Internet. I, as well as the vast ma¬ 
jority of my high school, has ben¬ 
efited from this wise investment. Not 
only does using the Internet help 
to aide in our studies by expanding 
our minds, it enhances our techno¬ 
logical experience. Using the ‘net is 
an enjoyable, fresh way of learning. 
The on-line library has not only 
helped our seniors find valuable in¬ 
formation for their term papers, but 
it has also aided students with their 
science fair projects, history and 
English reports, and our Computer 
Science class has even started pub¬ 

lishing a monthly newsletter based 
on information downloaded from 
the World Wide Web. Cisne’s stu¬ 
dents have enriched their journal¬ 
istic and technological talents, all 
thanks to use of the Internet. 

Farming. Need I say more? 
Farming is one of the main sources 
of income for residents of both 
Wayne and White counties. Not only 
does our rural community depend 
on these farmers, but the entire 
country needs our products of the 
land. Farmers MUST be “on top” of 
the latest technologies developing 
in the agricultural field. Our com¬ 
munities’ farmers utilize technology 
every chance they get. The use of 
computers helps farmers to keep 
accurate financial, marketing, and 
crop organization records. New 
farming technology can actually 
calculate how much fertilizer is 
needed per unit of field space 
through the use of satellites and 
computers. Software is also avail¬ 
able to help map out and plan crop 
planting and rotation. I admit that 
I am not a farming expert. I do, how¬ 
ever, realize the importance of farm¬ 
ers keeping up with the newest, most 
innovative techniques and technolo¬ 
gies. Farmers provide the food used 
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by the entire United States—with¬ 
out continual farming progress, 
where would we be? 

Have you ever “surfed the ‘net?” 
I HAVE. Trust me, it is a BLAST! 
Before I go any further, I have a con¬ 
fession. . .1 am addicted to the 
Internet. I can't help it! I have a se¬ 
rious challenge for all of you that 
have never been on-line: TRY IT! Liv¬ 
ing in a rural community, we have 
a limited amount of opportunities 
for links to urban cities, and con¬ 
nections to people in other parts of 
the world. While surfing on-line, the 
WORLD is at your very own fingers. 
You have access to anything and 
everything imaginable. No one is 
discriminated against due to race, 
religion, or gender. Job opportuni¬ 
ties, e-mail, games, chat-rooms, and 
web sites are just a few of the many 
exciting items that can be found. 
Sitting down at the computer after 
a long day and looking up informa¬ 

tion on your favorite Hollywood star 
or chatting with someone from Eu¬ 
rope on your favorite chat room can 
be the perfect way to end a bad day 
on a good note. 

Being a teenager, I see my par¬ 
ents, friends and family worry about 
me constantly. This December, I 
turned 16 years old. I think my par¬ 
ents turned gray-haired the instant 
I stepped in the car and drove off 
ALONE for the first time. It's a 
known fact that winters are not the 
kindest to our area of Illinois. 
People that are lucky enough to have 
Cellular Telephones have a safety 
advantage every time they step into 
the car. Whether winter or not, help 
in case of sliding into the ditch off 
an extremely icy road, getting into 
a wreck, or having a flat tire is at 
your fingers. Also, you can never be 
too careful when traveling on the 
interstate. The high-jacking scares 
that took place a few years ago also 

influenced many Americans to buy 
Cellular phones. This technology 
has helped many in times of crisis, 
and has provided a sense of secu¬ 
rity for all users. 

Rural southern Illinois is one 
of the best places to live in America. 
Americans, whether they realize it 
or not, are very dependent on our 
area of the country. We have been, 
and will continue to be, effected by 
modern technologies just as much 
as metropolitan areas of the United 
States. It is imperative that we stay 
on top of technological innovations. 
By the spreading use of computers, 
our communities will grow economi¬ 
cally, agriculturally, educationally 
and. . .well. . .we’ll have a lot more 
fun surfing the ‘net than watching 
“Green Acres” reruns on TV. Now, if 
you’ll excuse me, I have to say fare¬ 
well. My “Cell-phone” just rang and 
I have to check my e-mail! 

A visit to the new Newseum, or news museum, was a new 
stop on the tour and David And Lindsey had an opportu¬ 
nity to play anchorperson in a real studio. 

Katy and Lindsey make a quick run through 
the buffet lunch provided for the youths be¬ 
fore heading for the buses. 

Katy Gwaltney, right, loads a bag on the bus 
as Lindsey Dim and David Carter look on. 
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Lindsey shoulders her backpack before set¬ 
ting out on the trip. 

No rural electric tour to the Washington D. 
C. Area would be complete without a tour 
of the offices of the National Rural Utilities 
Cooperative Finance Corporation (CFC) 
headquarters in Herndon, Va. Here, David, 
Lindsey and Katy leave the building after a 
quick tour. 

Lindsey and David pause for a Washington snapshot with 
Emily Seelman of Flora, who represented Clay Electric Co¬ 
operative on the tour. 

The tour involves a stop at the Gettysburg battlefield in Penn¬ 
sylvania, so the youths can visit the historic sites there. 
Here, the WWCEC crew is pictured with a cannon. From left 
are Lindsey, David and Katy. 

Financial Services 
Department 

Effective July 1, 1997, the following locations 
have been designated as collection points for pay¬ 
ment of utility bills from the first through the tenth 
of each month: 

Mt. Erie State Bank 
First National Bank of Wayne City 
Cisne State Bank 
First Bank of Carmi (Including 2 supplementary 

facilities): Grayville & Enfield 
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Will new communication technologies affect the rural community? 
by Jason Carter 

The rural farming economy is 
being improved rapidly due to new 
communication technology. In the 
past farmers have farmed the same 
way year after year. Many are now 
using communication through sat¬ 
ellites. Two ways satellites are be¬ 
ing used to aide the farmers is the 
Global Positioning System and Data 
Transmission Network. 

The Global Positioning System 
(otherwise known as GPS) repre¬ 
sents agriculture’s step out of the 
mechanical age and into the infor¬ 
mational age. GPS is a network of 
satellites controlled by the Depart¬ 
ment of Defense that is designed to 
help ground based units determine 
their current location in latitude 
and longitude coordinates 
(Johannson, Chris J). GPS will be 
the Department of Defense’s pri¬ 
mary radionavigation system well 
into the next centuiy (NAVSTAR GPS 
Operations). GPS is one technology 
that is used in Precision Farming 
to assist farmers to return to an 
exact location to measure fertility, 
pests and yield. The Global Position¬ 
ing System was initiated in 1973 to 
reduce the proliferation of naviga¬ 
tion aids. GPS will be a monumen¬ 
tal force in the farming industry 
because of two primary reasons. 
First, information and knowledge 
are powerful management tools, and 
GPS helps eliminate guessing when 
it comes to such things as to which 
com variety is best for that particu¬ 
lar type of soil. That is a big help 
for farmers because in the bottom 
ground there are a lot of soil varia¬ 
tions from one field to another. Sec¬ 
ond, specific cropping information 
will eventually be demanded from 
the farmers by the government 
(Viewing GPS at Ground Level). The 
Global Positioning System has the 
potential to provide vital informa¬ 
tion cost effectively in terms of dol¬ 
lars, weight and power (Research on 
GPS Based Attitude Estimation for 
Spinning Satellites). “GPS technol¬ 
ogy is only the tip of the iceberg of 
things to come,” says Kevin 

Hammell, a rural White County 
farmer. 

The Global Positioning System 
may seem like a complicated space 
age technology but it is surprisingly 
easy. GPS consists of three major 
segments: space, control and user. 
The space segment consists of 24 
operational satellites in 6 orbital 
planes which cost about 12 billion 
dollars to set up. The control seg¬ 
ment consists of 5 monitor stations, 
3 ground antennas and a master 
control station. The monitor station 
passively tracks all satellites in view, 
accumulating ranging data. Up¬ 
dated information is transmitted to 
each GPS satellite via the ground 
antenna. The user segment consists 
of antennas and receiver-processors 
that provide positioning, velocity 
and precise timing to the user in any 
type of weather. GPS is at the 
present time the most competent 
system for time transfer. This sys¬ 
tem uses time of arrival measure¬ 
ments for the determination of user 
position (NAVSTAR GPS Opera¬ 
tions). GPS can be easily installed. 
Its components consist of a small 
computer screen mounted into the 
machine or vehicle being used. Next 
a hockey-puck-like satellite receiver 
is mounted to the cab of the vehicle. 
The satellite picks up the precise po¬ 
sition and relays the information 
programmed into the computer the 
farmer is looking for back to the 
computer screen and stored on a 
tiny disc so that it can be studied 
after the fall harvest. 

The Global Positioning System 
can be used in the farming indus¬ 
try many different ways. GPS yield 
monitoring helps spot major field 
problems like compaction, drainage 
and in hybrid selection. The new in¬ 
formation is stripping away uncer¬ 
tainty and revealing the real yield 
robbers. Another way farmers are 
using it is for the guidance system. 
The receiver picks up signals from 
the GPS satellites orbiting the earth. 
The computer software processes the 
signals, determines the receiver lati¬ 

tude and longitude, and feeds the 
information into a sprayer guidance 
program. The software operates the 
lights on the light bar, mounted on 
the dash, so that the lights appear 
to move to the left or right to corre¬ 
spond the sprayer’s heading nearly 
eliminating the chance of skips 
(Tonneson, Lon). A few other ways 
farmers are using it is in mapping 
fertility and computerized soil maps. 

Another way the rural farmers 
are using communication technol¬ 
ogy is through the Data Transmis¬ 
sion Network (otherwise known as 
DTN). In 1984, Roger Brodersen 
wanted to develop a tool to help ru¬ 
ral farmers make more profitable 
business decisions, so he invented 
the Data Transmission Network. 
DTN has the capability of deliver¬ 
ing all the markets, weather and 
charts at the click of a finger. Farm¬ 
ers can see what the weather is go¬ 
ing to be so they know whether to 
keep the combines running late that 
night or when to plant their crops. 
At a glance they can see grain and 
cattle prices and know what is hap¬ 
pening at area elevators and major 
packers. “I don’t know how we 
farmed without this before,” says Bill 
Rhea of rural Nebraska (SESKER, 
Monte). DTN also offers up-to-date 
charts. Farmers can have instant 
access to 1,100 daily, weekly and 
monthly commodity charts. The 
main components of DTN include a 
color monitor the size of a typical 
computer screen, a receiver box and 
a 30-inch satellite dish with cable 
connections and mounting brack¬ 
ets. The farmer doesn’t even need to 
operate one to instantly access hun¬ 
dreds of electronic pages of data. The 
basic service costs less than most 
satellite television hookups. 

These are just a few ways rural 
farmers can now compete with the 
metropolitan farmers. If communi¬ 
cation technology continues to 
grow, farming will be a lot easier in 
all ways. Farmers may not even have 
to do any manual labor at all and 
continue to save money. 
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NEWS 
Geff youth is first Wayne County youth 
to serve as Illinois FFA president 
Several WWCEC families are 

thrilled that Matt Wells 

was elected state FFA presi¬ 

dent in Springfield in June, 

and so are residents of Wayne 

County, who have never had 

such representation before. 

Matt is the 19-year-old son 

of Mark and Tanya Wells of 

Geff; he is also the grandson 

of Charles and Pauline Wells 

of Mt. Erie and Noel, Sr. and 

Reta Vaughan of Fairfield. All 

are WWCEC members. 

A graduate of Cisne High 

School, Matt had a good start 

on a college careen when he 

was chosen for the presidential 

job from a field of 14 candi¬ 

dates by some 300 delegates. 

He dropped out of Wabash 

Valley College to represent the 

14,250 members in Illinois, 

and plans to finish college at 

Western Illinois University. He 

expects that the organizational 

and communications skills 
he’s polishing up now will 

help him in his studies there. 

Matt took his greenhand 

degree in 1993, working his 

way up through the ranks by 

getting involved in such activi¬ 

ties as public speaking, live¬ 
stock judging, soil judging, 

and parliamentary procedure. 

Things clicked for him when 

his parliamentary procedures 

team made it to the state fi¬ 

nals a few years ago, and he 

realized that FFA offered more 

than just an ag club: that it 

in fact offered a foundation to 

build on for a lifetime career. 

In addition to his FFA activi¬ 

ties, he was involved in other 

activities, and attended the 

Farm Bureau Youth Confer¬ 

ence earlier this year. 

After being elected presi¬ 

dent, Matt got right to work. 
Immediately after the meeting, 

he took a Sunday training 

session, and was in Washing¬ 

ton, D.C. the week of August 

21 for meetings. Before the 

dust settles, he'll probably 

make one or two more trips to 

the nation's capital. 

Matt has expressed the be¬ 

lief that he will represent the 
organization in a period of 

stability, and does not expect 

to attempt any major changes. 

In fact, the organization has 

undergone majora changes in 

the last couple of decades, 

anyway. Originally called “Fu¬ 

ture Farmers of America,” it 

catered directly to those boys 

and young men who expected 

to take over their fathers’ 

farms and run them much as 

Dad did, only with a more 

modern twist. 

With the savage farm 

shakeout of the 1980s, it be¬ 

came obvious that there 

Matt Wells 

weren’t that many future 

farmers, and the organization 

began changing to help pre¬ 

pare youths for careers in ag- 

related fields, rather than just 

production agriculture. Before 

long, city youths who didn’t 

know a Duroc Jersey from a 

synthetic pullover were join¬ 

ing, to prepare for careers 

ranging from greenhouse 

workers to Christmas tree 

growers. 

The goal of the organization. 

Matt notes, is to help young 

people seeking general life 

skills, much like those he’s 

honing. WWCEC is proud of 

Matt, and we extend our con¬ 

gratulations and best wishes 

to him as he serves his term 

as president. 

In this issue... 
New grain drying rate 

Shock prevention  

New TV programming.. 

16b 

16c 

16d 
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New grain drying rate available 
As we promised at recent annual 

. meetings and in past issues 
of this publication, WWCEC is 
still in the process of lowering 
rates as much as is possible 
while still being fiscally prudent. 
A new, reduced, grain drying rate 
has just gone into effect, and 
should save money for those 
members who need to dry 
down their crops. Here’s 
how it works. 

Grain Drying Rider GD1—September, 
October and November Availability 

This rider shall be applicable to consumers 
served under Rate Schedules 1, 2, 3 and 18 
for service to a permanently installed grain 
dryer. The rider shall apply only during the 
months of September, October and November. 

Rate 
During the months of September, October 

and November, the grain drying rate 
will be calculated by taking the av¬ 
erage of the entire farm’s kilowatt- 
hour usage for non-zero-use 
months of December through Au¬ 
gust, then using this average as a 
base. Where a consumer has not 
established a billing history to in¬ 
clude the months of December 

through August, a base 
use of not less than 1,500 
kilowatt-hours shall be 

used. 
All kilowatt-hours used above this base use 

during September, October and November will 
be billed at $0.0500 per kilowattt-hour per 
month. Base kilowatt-hours will be billed in 
accordance with the consumer’s regular appli¬ 
cable rate schedule and all W.P.C.A. taxes and 
facilities charges shall apply. 

To take advantage of this offer, call Lisa 
McMeen at 618/842-2196. 

Those powerful power lines 
Power lines carry electricity, 

a commodity that powers 
our appliances and tools, 
heats and cools our homes, 
provides convenience and 
lights our way. But electricity 
can burn, injure and even kill 
unless you respect it and ex¬ 
ercise safety and extreme cau¬ 
tion. 

Similar to lightning, the 
flow of electric current is con¬ 
stantly seeking a path to the 
ground. Should you cause an 
object or part of your body to 
come in contact with a power 
line, you are immediately pro¬ 
viding a path that the electric 
current is seeking. 

Take care not to become 
the fatal link between electric¬ 
ity and the ground it seeks. 

Metal ladders can also 
serve as that fatal link. 

Antennas are cumbersome 
and hard to control. They can 

easily fall or be blown against 
nearby power lines. Before in¬ 
stalling or repairing a radio or 
TV antenna, call Wayne-White 
Counties Electric Cooperative 
for advice. 

Many types of farm equip¬ 
ment are of such height and 
length that they can easily 
come into contact with over¬ 
head power lines. Always be 
aware of potential hazards. 
• Grain augers can be 

excellent conductors. They 
may be the single most 
dangerous piece of farm 
equipment. When raised in 
a fully expanded position, 
a grain auger can contact 
power lines, turning you 
into a fatal accident 
statistic. 

• Kites and model airplanes 
flown near power lines 
invite accidents. Always 
keep them clear of power 

lines. Instruct children 
never to climb in trees 
that have power lines 
running through their 
branches. 
• Consider any overhead 
power lines dangerous. 
Keep objects at least 10 
feet away from power lines. 

• In areas where farm 
equipment will be 
operating, inspect for 
possible interference with 
overhead lines. 

• Don’t attempt to raise or 
move electric lines. Call 
your cooperative office and 
we will make 
arrangements to do that 
kind of work. 

• Report any potential power 
line hazard to WWCEC. 

• If power lines are buried, 
contact us for a location 
before digging. 
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Ground-fault circuit 
interrupters protect you 
Almost everyone has re- 

. ceived an electric shock. 
Electric shocks occur when 
your hand or other body part 
contacts a source of electric 
current and another part of 
your body contacts an electric 
ground. Your body provides a 
path for the electric current to 
flow through and you receive 
an electric shock. The experi¬ 
ence can range from simply 
annoying to fatal, depending 
upon the conditions and cir¬ 
cumstances. 

Consider the following ex¬ 
amples to underscore the haz¬ 
ard. 
• Two children, ages five 

and six, were electrocuted 
in Texas when a plugged- 
in hair dryer fell into the 
tub in which they were 
bathing. 

• A three-year-old Kansas 
girl was electrocuted when 
she touched a faulty 
countertop appliance and 
a water faucet. 

• A 52-year-old man was 
planning to work in the 
crawl space under his 
house. He had a three- 
prong cord-plug from the 
lamp plugged into an ex¬ 
tension cord which was 
plugged into a ground-fault 
circuit interrupter(GFCI) 
protected outdoor recep¬ 
tacle on the porch. The 
ground was wet under the 
house. When he touched 
the case of the lamp in 
search of the on/off 
switch, he received an 

electrical shock but was 
not electrocuted since he 
was protected by the GFCI. 
The lamp was later tested 
and showed it was leaking 
an extreme amount of cur¬ 
rent. 

What is a ground fault? 
Ground faults occur when 

an electric current finds an 
alternate path to flow to the 
ground other than the path 
provided by the electricians or 
manufacturers. The normal 
path is from a high potential 
(hot wire) to a low potential 
(neutral or grounded wire). In 
a nominal 120-volt AC system, 
the “hot” wire is normally 
black or red and the neutral 
wire is white and grounded. A 
bare copper or green wire is 
also grounded but does not 
carry current in normal elec¬ 
trical operation. When a per¬ 
son becomes an alternative 
path for an electric current 
due to a fault in the system, 
the person experiences an 
electric shock. 

How a GFCI works 
Electric current flows to the 

load in one wire and returns 
to the ground in the other 
wire. Normally the current 
flowing through the “hot” wire 
and the neutral wire of an 
electrical circuit are equal in 
size and opposite in direction. 
A ground fault upsets this 
balance by providing an alter¬ 
nate path for some of the 

electric current to return to 
the ground. 

A GFCI contains electronic 
equipment to monitor the elec¬ 
tric current flow in both wires. 
When a difference greater 
than a present level occurs, 
the GFCI will automatically 
trip a switch, shutting off 
power to the electric circuit. 
This process takes about one- 
fortieth of a second. You will 
still receive an electrical 
shock before the GFCI turns 
off the power, but the shock 
will be very short in duration. 

There are cases where a 
GFCI will not operate. For ex¬ 
ample, if you came into simul¬ 
taneous contact with both the 
“hot” and neutral wires, the 
GFCI would not operate, be¬ 
cause the electric current 
would be flowing through you 
and returning to the neutral 
wire. The GFCI will not detect 
an imbalanced current flow 
under this condition. 

We will provide you with 
more information about GFCIs 
in future issues. If you have 
questions, give us a call. 
GFCIs save lives. 

Notice of closing 
Our offices will be closed Monday, September 1, In observance of 

Labor Day. We will resume normal business operations 
at 8 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 2. Enjoy your holiday! 
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Rural TV Satellite Programming 
Once again Wayne-White Counties Electric has enhanced the Rural TV Satellite Pro¬ 

gramming Packages with more channels for the whole family to enjoy. 
Take a look at our new program lineup. 

Economy Basic Package 24 Channels $8.50/month 

Annimal Planet CNN CNNfh/Inter County Music TV Discovery E! 

ESPN ESPN2 Family Channel Headline News Home & Garden KTLA 

Learning Channel MTV Nashville Network Nick/Nick-Nite Nostalgia Sci-Fi C Jian 

TBS TV Land USA Network VH-1 WGN WPIX 

Basic Package 33 Channels $11.50/month 

A & E AMC Animal Planet Cartoon Network CNN CNN Inter 

CNBC Country Music TV Discovery E! ESPN ESPN2 

Family Chan Headline News History Channel Home &. Garden KTLA Learning Chan 

Lifetime MSNBC MTV Nick/Nick at Nile Nostalgia Rommance 

TBS TNN TV Land USA Network VH-I Weather Chan 

WON WPIX WSBK 

Power Plus Primetime E/W 40 Channels $ 19.50/month 

AMC Animal Planet A&E Bravo Cartoon Network Country Music 

CNBC CNN CNNfn Discovery E! ESPN 

ESPN2 Family Channel fxM Headline News History Chan Learning Chan 

Lifetime TV KTLA MSNBC MTV Nick/Nick Nite Nostalgia TV 

Primetime E/W Rommance Gas Sci-Fi Channel TBS TNN TNT 

Turner Classics TV Land LISA Network VH-1 Weather Ch WGN 

WPIX WSBK 

Top Choice Package 43 Basic Channels + 1 Premium $30.00/month 

AMC Animal Planet A&E Bravo Cartoon Network Comedy Central 

Country Music CNBC CNN CNNfn Discovery E! 

ESPN ESPN2 Family Channel fxM Headline News History Chan 

Home &. Garden KDVR KTLA Learning Chan Lifetime TV MSNBC 

MTV Nick/Nick Nite Nostalgia TV Primetime E/W Rommance Gas Sci-Fi Channel 

TBS TNN TNT Turner Classics TV Land USA Network 

VH-1 Weather Ch WGN WPIX WSBK Choice 1 Premium 

PREMIUM CHANNELS 

HBO, CINEMAX, DISNEY, FUX, 
SHOWTIME & MOVIE CHANNEL 
& SPORTS PACKAGE 
Any on* premium $7.95 
Ary two premium* 14.95 
Any thr ee prenrtami 20.95 
Any four premiums 28.95 
Ary five premiums 35.95 

Channels also 
available 

A La Carte 

^ To receive satellite programming, you must 
■=■ have a satellite dish and receiver already 
installed. An initial $10 fee required. Rural TV fee 
will appear on monthly electric bill. S’ Call Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Cooperative Member Service 

Department 618-842-2196 for more information. 
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Wayne-White 
WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS • 618-842-2196 

N E W S 
Protect your computer with a — UPS 
Despite constant efforts to 

eliminate the potential for 
power outages by upgrading the 
distribution system for heavier 
loads, clearing lines of trees 
and brush, and utilizing ca¬ 
pacitors and voltage regulators, 
there are still times when a mo¬ 
mentary power outage occurs. 
Some people refer to these as 
the “blinking clock” syndrome. 
For the computer user, a blink 
can cause your computer to 
crash and the consequent loss 
of valuable information. One 
way to help protect your com¬ 
puter from a brief power inter¬ 
ruption is to install an 
Uninterruptible Power Supply 
(UPS). A UPS works off of bat¬ 
teries, ensuring a constant 
source of power. It will allow 
your computer to handle not 
only momentary power inter¬ 
ruptions, but depending on the 
UPS, possibly much longer out¬ 
ages. A basic UPS for a home 

user can be obtained for 
around $120. Many businesses 
use a UPS since a loss of infor¬ 
mation due to power interrup¬ 
tion can be very costly. Larger 
and advanced UPSs can be 
used with multiple servers, 
minicomputers, phone systems, 
and UNIX systems. Advanced 
UPSs can also be obtained for 
personal desktop systems for 
around $300. The advanced 
UPS offers faster battery re¬ 
charging, full-time surge sup¬ 
pression, noise isolation, 
audible alarms, fault indicators 
and more. 

Momentary power interrup¬ 
tions have always been a chal¬ 
lenge for power companies and 
electric cooperatives. However, 
people notice them more today 
than in the past. So many 
items in our homes today have 
solid state electronics which 
are growing increasingly sensi¬ 
tive to voltage fluctuations. 

Items that do not use solid 
state electronics, such as re¬ 
frigerators, clothes dryers, or 
even light bulbs, are not that 
sensitive. In most cases, a mo¬ 
mentary outage could happen 
and there would be no notice¬ 
able effect on the performance 
of such devices. Years ago we 
did not have digital clocks, 
VCRs and personal computers. 
Today we do and we never seem 
to miss a blink. 

Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative is continually 
striving to deliver high quality 
power to the member-owners. 
Nonetheless, there may be 
times when an unexpected out¬ 
age occurs. If you are con¬ 
cerned about your computer, 
you may want to purchase a 
UPS. Considering what you 
probably paid for the computer 
system, the cost of a UPS may 
be minimal. 

New heat rate available 
Wayne White Counties Electric Cooperative 

has a special electric heat rate that is 
available to those members who utilize an all¬ 
electric heating system. If you have an electric 
heating system in your home, and you have 

not contacted the cooperative, you need to so 
we can make sure you are on the electric heat 
rate. Contact Lisa McMeen at the Fairfield of¬ 
fice at 842-2196. 

In this issue... 

Protect your computer with a — UPS 16a 
Ground-fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs): For your protection  16b 

Is it time to update your wiring?  16c 
Rural TV I6d 
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Ground-fault circuit interrupters 
(GFCIs): For your protection. « 
Ti his is the second in a se¬ 

ries of articles about 
ground-fault circuit interrupt¬ 
ers — how they work, the kinds 
of GFCIs and where they should 
be used. 

The last issue of the Illinois 
Country Living included infor¬ 
mation about what a ground 
fault is and how a GFCI works. 
In this issue we’re giving you 
more information about the 
types of GFCIs available and 
where they are required. 

Classes of GFCIs 
Two general classes of GFCIS 

are used: Class A and Class B. 
Class A are general purpose 

GFCIs and are designed to trip 
and break the current flow 
when a ground-fault current 
greater than 5 milliamps is de¬ 
tected. Class B GFCIs are de¬ 
signed to trip when a 
ground-fault current greater 
than 20 milliamps is detected. 
Class A GFCIs are the most 
common class used. Class B 
GFCIs are typically used on 
feeder circuits to swimming 
pools and other wet areas or 
extremely long circuits where 
normal current leakage may be 
more than 5 milliamps. 

Types of GFCIs 
Three general types of GFCIs 

are available: 
• Circuit breaker-GFCI; 
• Receptacle GFCI; and 
• Portable GFCI. 

The combination circuit 
breaker-GFCI combines the op¬ 

eration of a circuit 
breaker and 
ground-fault cir¬ 
cuit interrupter 
protection into 
one package. In¬ 

stallation is 
similar 

to that 
of a 
com¬ 
mon cir¬ 

cuit breaker with the exception 
that another neutral wire must 
be connected to the neutral bar 
of the circuit-breaker box. All 
outlets and devices connected 
to the circuit will have GFCI 
protection. 

Receptacle ground-fault cir¬ 
cuit interrupt¬ 
ers appear 
similar to ordi¬ 
nary duplex 
outlets. These 
receptacles con¬ 
tain the 
ground-fault 
circuitry to pro¬ 
tect against 
ground-fault 
currents but do 
not contain cir¬ 
cuit-breaker 
protection. The 
circuit must be protected by a 
circuit breaker or fuse in the 
electrical system. 

Portable GFCI units are 
available and can be plugged 
into conventional outlets to pro¬ 
vide ground-fault protection at 
remote locations. The portable 
GFCI is plugged into a recep¬ 
tacle, and then the electrical 

device is plugged into the GFCI. 
Another option consists of an 
extension cord combined with a 
GFCI. These methods can pro¬ 
vide GFCI protection where it 
may not be practical to have 
permanently installed GFCIs. 

Where are GFCIs 
required? 

The 1996 
National 
Electric 
Code 
(NEC), 
section 
210-8 

speci¬ 
fies 
that all 
125-volt, 
single¬ 
phase, 15 
and 20 ampere receptacles in¬ 
stalled in specified locations 
shall have ground-fault circuit 
interrupter protection for per¬ 
sonnel. Locations specifically 
mentioned are: 

• Bathrooms; 
• Garages and grade-level 

portions of unfinished acces¬ 
sory buildings used for storage 
or work areas; 

• Outdoor outlets; 
• Crawl spaces, where crawl 

space is at or below grade level; 
• Unfinished basements; 
• Kitchens, where recep¬ 

tacles are installed to serve the 
counter-top surfaces and out¬ 
lets within 6 feet of sinks; 

• Wet bar sinks; and 
• Boathouse. 
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October is co-op month 
Toad Lane? Yep, your electric 

co-op is descended from a buy¬ 
ers’ co-op that was located in a 
tiny store on that modest thor¬ 
oughfare in Rochdale, England. 
It was formed in 1844, and 
known as the Rochdale Equi¬ 
table Pioneers Society. 
Rochdale co-op members 
bought food staples in quantity 
and sold them to each other at 
low prices. The result was the 
first successful cooperative of 
the industrial era. 

The Rochdale pioneers’ idea 
was simply that a group of 
people could pool their re¬ 
sources to satisfy a common 
need that they couldn’t satisfy 
any other way. But while co-ops 
got their start in England, they 
are a very important part of the 
American economy today. Ac¬ 
cording to the National Coop¬ 
erative Business Association, 
more than 100 million Ameri¬ 
cans belong to one or more of 
47,000 co-ops. 

There are three types of co¬ 
ops: producer-owned, con¬ 
sumer-owned and 
worker-owned. Electric co-ops 
are consumer-owned, and, like 
most co-ops, were organized 
when nobody else would provide 
a service people needed. In ad¬ 
dition to electric co-ops, con¬ 
sumer co-ops may buy and sell 
food or heating fuel or even op¬ 
erate childcare facilities. 

Co-ops are guided by the 
seven following co-op prin¬ 
ciples. 

• Voluntary and open mem¬ 
bership — Co-ops are voluntary 
organizations, open to all per¬ 
sons able to use their services 
and willing to accept the re¬ 
sponsibilities of membership. 

• Democratic member con¬ 
trol — Co-ops are democratic 
organizations controlled by 
their members, who participate 
in setting their policies and 

making decisions. Men and 
women serving as elected rep¬ 
resentatives are acountable to 
the membership. 

• Member economic partici¬ 
pation — Members contribute 
equitably to, and democrati¬ 
cally control, the capital of their 
co-op. At least part of that capi¬ 
tal is usually the common prop¬ 
erty of the co-op. They usually 
receive limited compensation, if 
any, on capital subscribed as a 
condition of membership. 

• Autonomy and indepen¬ 
dence — Co-ops are autono¬ 
mous self-help organizations 
controlled by their members. If 
they enter into agreements with 
other organizations or raise 
capital from external sources, 
they do so on terms that ensure 

democratic control by their 
members and maintain their 
autonomy. 

• Education, training and 
information — Co-ops provide 
education and training for their 
members, elected representa¬ 
tives, managers and employees 
so they can contribute effec¬ 
tively to the development of 
their co-op. 

• Cooperation among co-ops 
— Co-ops serve their members 
most effectively by working to¬ 
gether through local, national, 
regional and international 
structures. 

• Concern for community — 
While focusing on members’ 
needs, co-ops work for commu¬ 
nity development through poli¬ 
cies accepted by their members. 

Working Together 
for a Better 

America 
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Once again Wayne-White Counties Electric has enhanced the Rural TV Satellite Pro¬ 
gramming Packages with more channels for the whole family to enjoy. 

Take a look at our new program lineup. 

Economy Basic Package 24 Channels $8.5O/month 

Annimal Planet CNN 
ESPN ESPN2 
Learning Channel MTV 
TBS TV Land 

CNNfn/Inter 
Family Channel 
Nashville Network 
USA Network 

County Music TV 
Headline News 
Nick/Nick-Nite 
VH-1 

Discovery 
Home & Garden 
Nostalgia 
WGN 

E! 
KTLA • 
Sci-Fi Chan 
WPIX 

Basic Package 33 Channels $11.50/month 

A&E 
CNN Inter 
ESPN2 
Learning Chan 
Rommance 
Weather Chan 

AMC 
CNBC 
Family Chan 
Lifetime 
TBS 
WGN 

Animal Planet 
Country Music TV 
Headline News 
MSNBC 
TNN 
WPIX 

Bravo 
Discovery 
History Channel 
MTV 
TV Land 

Cartoon Network CNN 
E! ESPN 
Home &. Garden KTLA 
Nick/Nick at Nile Nostalgia 
USA Network VH-1 

Power Plus Primetime E/W 40 Channels $ 19.50/month 

AMC Animal Planet A&E Bravo Cartoon Network Country Music 
CNBC CNN CNNfn Discovery E! ESPN 
ESPN2 Family Channel fxM Headline News History Chan Indepen Film 
Learning Chan Lifetime TV KTLA MSNBC MTV " Nick/Nick Nite 
Nostalgia TV Primetime E/W Rommance Clas Sci-Fi Channel TBS TNN 
TNT Turner Classics TV Land USA Network VH-I Weather Ch 
WGN WPIX 

Top Choice Package 43 Basic Channels + 1 Premium $30.00/month 

AMC Animal Planet A&E Bravo Cartoon Network Comedy Central 
Country Music CNBC CNN CNNfh Discovery E! 
ESPN ESPN2 Family Channel fxM Headline News History Chan 
Home & Garden Indepen Film KDVR KTLA Learning Chan Lifetime TV 
MSNBC MTV Nick/Nick Nite Nostalgia TV Primetime E/W Rommance Clas 
Sci-Fi Channel TBS TNN TNT Turner Classics TV Land 

USA Network VH-I Weather Ch WGN WPIX Choice 1 Premium 

PREMIUM CHANNELS 

TOO, CtNEMAX, DISNEY, fUX, 
SHOWTIME & MOVIE CHANNEL 
& SPORTS PACKAGE 
Any on* premium >7.95 
Any two pramhuni 14.95 
Any thro* premiums 20.95 
Any four premiums 28.95 
Any five premiums 35.95 

Channels also 
available 

A La Carte 

Ab 
ta=' To receive satellite programming, you must 

have a satellite dish and receiver already 
installed. An initial $10 fee required. Rural TV fee 
will appear on monthly electric bill. ® Call Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Cooperative Member Service 

Department 618-842-2196 for more information. 
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. Wayne-White 
9 ^ WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS • 618-842-2196 

N E W S 

Our office will be closed Thursday, Nov. 27 
and Friday, Nov. 28, in observance of the 
Thanksgiving holiday. 

In this issue... 
Office closing  16a 

Power surge protection  16b 

WWCEC member power quality survey  16b & c 

Water heater rebate  16d 
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Help protect against power surge damage 
If you are like most people, 

you worry about your sensitive 
electronic equipment and ap¬ 
pliances. One cause of poten¬ 
tial damage is a power surge, 
but Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative customers 
can now help protect their 
equipment by enrolling in 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative’s HomeGuard De¬ 
fender System program. This 
terrific value is an economical 
way to shield your home ap¬ 
pliances and electronics from 
harm. 

In fact. Federated Rural 
Electric Insurance Corpora¬ 
tion, the nation’s leading in¬ 
surer of rural utilities, fully 
endorses the HomeGuard De¬ 
fender Plus products offered to 
you in Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative’s 
HomeGuard Defender System 
program. 

Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative will begin by 
performing a comprehensive 
grounding test at the service 
entrance and make any nec¬ 
essary recommendations or 
repairs to bring the grounding 
system up to code. Remember 
an ungrounded home is an 
unsafe home! This inexpen¬ 
sive protection plan includes a 
HomeGuard Defender unit 
which fits at the meter base, 
one 8-receptacle plug strip, 
one 2-receptacle unit, one 
single receptacle unit, one co¬ 
axial cable television module, 
and one telephone module. 
This convenient, low cost 
package contains an array of 
household basics. 

Once enrolled in our pro¬ 
gram, you may contact Wayne- 
White Counties Electric 
Cooperative office to purchase 
additional high quality surge 
protection devices at our 
nominal prices. 

Install the five-piece plug-in 

starter kit using the easy-to- 
follow installation guide pro¬ 
vided. We’ll answer additional 
questions by phone or an au¬ 
thorized representative will as¬ 
sist you. 

Remember, while the 
HomeGuard Defender Plus is 
an excellent means of protec¬ 
tion against power surges, it 
is not a substitute for light¬ 
ning rods or other devices in¬ 
tended to protect people from 
lightning. Even the best surge 
suppressor cannot protect 
against direct lightning 
strikes. 

The meter base device is 
accompanied by the manufac¬ 
turers down line repair or re¬ 
placement warranty.* 

Plug-in devices carry a re¬ 
placement warranty* (from 
$250 to $10,000) or properly 
connected equipment, if dam¬ 
age occurs due to failure of 
the HomeGuard Defender 
plug-in. 

*A11 warranties are through 
the manufacturer, not Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Coop¬ 
erative. 

Why should you participate? 
• To help save your appli¬ 

ances and electronics from 
damage or destruction. 

• For peace of mind and 
convenience while you’re away 
from home. 

• To prolong life of appli¬ 
ances and electronics (power 
surges damage as well as de¬ 
stroy). 

• For low cost protection 
made from quality compo¬ 
nents. 

• 100 percent lifetime guar¬ 
antee! 

How does the HomeGuard 
Defender System work? 
After checking to see that 

your home has a ground sys¬ 

tem, a HomeGuard defender 
socket device is attached to 
your meter base by a qualified 
electrician. This device is des¬ 
ignated to reduce potentially 
damaging external, high-volt¬ 
age spikes and surges to a 
“safe” level before they enter 
your home. Finally, for your 
more sensitive equipment, a 
special five-piece plug-in 
starter kit will be provided for 
your use inside the home 
which includes: 

• One 8-Receptacle Plug 
Strip 

• One 2-Receptacle 
WallMount Unit 

• One Single Receptacle 
WallMount Unit 

• One Coaxial Cable Televi¬ 
sion Module 

• One Telephone Module 
The entire HomeGuard De¬ 

fender System package is in¬ 
tended to provide you with an 
additional level of protection. 
Extra plug-in devices are 
available to meet your particu¬ 
lar need. 

Now available 
Sign up now for installation 
before the “97” winter storm 
season begins! 

How do I get 
the HomeGuard 

Defender System? 
Simply fill out the request 

form below and return it to 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative. A customer ser¬ 
vice representative will call on 
you. The exterior of your home 
will be checked to see that a 
ground exists and an autho¬ 
rized representative of WWCEC 
will install the Meter Socket 
Adapter (MSA) on your meter. 
You do not have to be home 
when this is done, but our 
electricity will have to be 
turned off for a few minutes. 

Member Owned • Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically • Member Owned • Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ NOVEMBER 1997 



The plug-in starter kit will be 
provided, along with installa¬ 
tion instructions, for your use 
on electronic equipment inside 
your home. It is your respon¬ 
sibility to ensure that these 
devices are installed. A 
monthly service charge will be 
conveniently included on your 
bill. Enrollment period is for a 
minimum of 3 years. The 
meter-base surge protection 
equipment, remains the prop¬ 
erty ofWWCEC. 

What the HomeGuard 
Defender System is NOT! 
The HomeGuard Defender 

System is not a substitute for 
lightning rods or other devices 
intended to protect people 
from direct or nearby lightning 
strikes. 

What about the Warranty? 
The package warranty is 

simple! The service entrance 
is accompanied by a down-line 
repair or replacement war¬ 
ranty (up to $1,000) of all 
standard residential electro¬ 
mechanical devices (stove, re¬ 

frigerator, washer, dryer, HVAC 
unit, etc.; excluding any micro¬ 
processor parts) should the 
service entrance device fail re¬ 
sulting in transient damage to 
your equipment. All plug-in 
devices carry a product re¬ 
placement warranty and are 
accompanied by a down line 
repair or replacement war¬ 
ranty (up to $10,000) of prop¬ 
erly connected equipment 
should damage occur due to 
failure of the HomeGuard De¬ 
fender System plug-in device. 
All warranties are through the 
manufacturer, not WWCEC. 

WWCEC member power quality survey 
1. What types of electronic equipment do you 
presently own? 
1. Color TV 
2. VCR/Camcorder 
3. Microwave Oven 
4. Stereo Equipment 

5. Video Games 
6. Personal Computer 
7. Second Color TV 
8. Security System 

2. In the past twelve months have you experi¬ 
enced problems with your electronic equip¬ 
ment? 

Yes 1 No 2 

3. How costly was the problem? 
Not at all 
costly 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Very 
costly 

9 10 

4. Do you have surge protection equipment 
and/or uninterruptible power supplies on your 
electronic equipment? 

Yes 1 No 2 

5. Do you presently have surge protection 
equipment installed at your main electrical 
service panel or meter? 

Ye s 1 N o 2 

6. Have you ever considered installing surge 
protection equipment? 

Yes 1 No 2 

7. Would you consider purchasing surge pro¬ 
tection equipment from WWCEC provided it 
was reasonably priced? 

Yes 1 No 2 

r — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — ""l 

Please complete this survey and mail it in with your next bill. We appreciate 
your help. 

Name  

Address  

City/town   

Telephone number  

— — — — — — J 
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SPECIAL 
Water heater 
52-gallon Freedom electric 

water heater built 
by State Industries 

regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost - $106.66 
• R-20 insulation 
• The amazing LimeEliminator - 

self-cleaning - reduces 
lime buildup automatically 

• Five-year warranty 

Available at Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative office in Fairfield 
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Waync-Whitc 
WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS • 618-842-2196 

tTk employees, sta^ and boaiid di/iecfo/ts 

ojj AAiayne-^Uikte Counties Sfectee CoopmtWe 
woukl Pike to wish add oak mewbe/ts a joyous Widay season. 

In this issue... 
Holiday greetings 16a 
Employee holiday greetings  16b8lc 

Christmas tree chipping 16d 
Water heater special I6d 
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Jason Attebery and Keith Ellis Gerry Kinney and David Bailey 
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Cathy Barnfield and Kim 

Rodgers 

QAie ufefi you cuUe/t/uj Ckisimi 
mi 

Steve Spicer Joe Molt 

Judy Colyer, Donna Jor- Richard Windland 
dan and Lisa Grimes 

Joe Holman, Jeff Zurliene 

and Richard Attebery 

Bill Richards, Pat Gammon and 

Gene Nettleton 

xjfftom ai ol us at 

QAiflyne-QAifiite Counte 9hMc CoopmtWe 
to ai ouA membe/ts and fiends: 

Mike Richardson and David Orr 
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Richard Hubele Jim Gifford, Stan Garner 

and Lavern Baxter 

Clarence Reid and Alan Kinkart 
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Virginia Wilkerson, Ruby Green Don Wheat 

and Kathy Tracy 
Earl Young and Joe Phillips 

lerry White Front row: Lisa McMeen, Jack Young and Tammy Ruhl. Back row: Royce Carl McKibben 

Carter, Melvin Maricle, Dale Harris, Steve Moore and Dale Kanady. 

L.D. Locke David Cunningham Jack Emery 



Co-op offers Christmas service 
ne way Wayne-White 

Counties Electric Coop¬ 

erative (WWCEC) wishes its 

members a Merry Christmas 

is by helping them dispose of 

their Christmas trees. We will 

be offering this new service 

the first two weeks of 

January. 

WWCEC will be chipping 

Christmas trees at four loca¬ 

tions in the service territory: 

Jan. 5, Wayne City Park, 

Wayne City; Jan. 6, Hamilton 

County Fairgrounds, 

McLeansboro; Jan. 7, White 

Country Fairgrounds, Carmi; 

Jan. 8, Edwards Country 

Fairgrounds, Albion, and 

Jan. 9, Wayne County/City of 

Fairfield, at Wayne-White 

Electric. 

All those wishing to have 

their tree shredded instead of 

burning them or throwing 

them in a ditch, please have 

it at the designated location 

before scheduled chipping 

date. 

Special 
Water heater 

52-gallon Freedom electric 
water heaters built 
by State Industries 

regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 

* R-20 insulation * The amazing Lime Eliminator — 
* Five-year warranty self-cleaning — reduces lime 

buildup automatically 

Available at Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative office in Fairfield 
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