
Safeguard your home: How we did it 
By Cindy Ladage and Janna Seiz, 

members of Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative Co. 

Accidents happen even to care¬ 
ful people. The first line of defense is 
prevention; the second is prepara¬ 
tion. Accidents can be prevented and 
consequences can be minimized. 

Last summer, we decided to 
make our lives safer. First, we de¬ 
signed emergency kits and placed 
them in all of our vehicles. They have 
come in handy many times for cuts, 
headaches and car sickness. We in¬ 
cluded first-aid items, a fire extin¬ 
guisher and jumper cables. 

Because so many accidents hap¬ 
pen in the home, we decided to focus 
on home safety. 

Getting Started 
First, we walked through our 

homes to assess what was right, 
wrong or missing. We looked for fire 
hazards, chemical dangers, and 
physical or structural hazards. Then 
we set up a communication plan to 
bring help. 

We did the walk through together 
so that one might catch something 
the other would miss. For example, 
Cindy had smoke detectors on the 
first and second floor, but Janna 
pointed out the danger of the need 
for a detector in the basement stair¬ 
well. 

What We Found 
While both families have desig¬ 

nated escape routes, it had been 
awhile since our families had re¬ 
viewed them. We now make reviews 
part of our fall heating season rou¬ 
tine. As furnaces, water heaters and 
storm windows are checked, we also 
review safety procedures. 

We installed smoke detectors on 
levels where there were none before. 
Fire extinguisher were in place on 

the first floors of each home, and we 
added one to the other levels and in 
the garage. We checked the gauges 
and found two out of three in one 
home needed to be replaced. We 
showed family members where the 
new extinguishers were, reminded 
them of the old ones, and reviewed 
their use. 

Emergency phone numbers were 
listed in both homes by the first-floor 
phone, and we added a list on each 
level. The list included, fire, police, 

doctors, insurance contacts, neigh¬ 
bors and family phone numbers. 

We read about carbon monoxide 
build-up in homes, so we bought de¬ 
tectors and installed them in our 
basements. Installing them was as 
simple as plugging 
them into a wall 
outlet. According 
to the package, po¬ 
tential sources of 
carbon monoxide 
are clogged chim¬ 
neys, gas or oil 
furnaces, gas wa¬ 
ter heaters, wood 
or gas fireplaces, 
wood stoves, auto¬ 
mobiles, and gas 
and kerosene 
heaters. Exposure 
can produce head¬ 
aches, dizziness, 
shortness of 
breath, and nau¬ 
sea, and can re¬ 
sult in permanent 
brain damage. 
Radon gass is an¬ 
other indoor air 
hazard. Radon is a 
colorless, odorless 
gas that comes from uranium in the 
soil and is the second leading cause 
of lung cancer. Cindy tested her home 
and found levels above the EPA’s ac¬ 
tion level of 4.0 pico curies per liter. 
By laying plastic in the crawl space 
and sealing it off from the rest of the 
basement, radon concentrations were 
reduced. Test kits are available in 
many hardware stores. 

We put a first-aid station on first 
floor levels in both homes. The first 
aid kits include: 
1. A 6-inch pressure bandage, to con¬ 
trol heavy bleeding; 
2. Two or three gauze roll bandage 
that are 2 inches by 5 yards; 
3. Three or four sterile gauze pads; 
4. An antiseptic cream; 
5. Band aids, including several sizes 
and shapes; 
6. A dozen safety pins, including 
some diaper pins for the heavy duty 
stuff, to hold bandages or slings to¬ 
gether; 
7. A roll of adhesive tape; 
8. Alcohol swabs; 

9. Tweezers; 
10. Scissors; 
11. Pain relievers, including non-as¬ 
pirin ones (remember, children 
should not be given aspirin without 
a doctor’s prescription because of the 

risk of Reye’s syn¬ 
drome); 
12. Cotton triangu¬ 
lar bandage to 
serve as a sling for 
an injured arm; 
13. Antiseptic 
wash; 
14. Nail clippers; 
15. Latex gloves; 
16. A CPR micro 
shield, which not 
only protects you 
from AIDS if you 
have to administer 
CPR, but also helps 
get a better seal 
over the lips so 
that you can be 
more effective. 
These may be hard 
to find. They are 
disposable form 
and cost about $6; 
17. Eye wash (look 
for one with eye 

cup built into top); 
18. Dust mask; and 
19. Although our household clean¬ 
ers are stored both in the kitchen and 
the bathroom, many are hazardous. 
Where we can, we buy multi-purpose, 
non-toxic biodegradable cleaning ma¬ 
terials. Where small children are in 
the home, make sure cleaning sup¬ 
plies are placed out of reach in child¬ 
proof containers. 

Keep cleaning solutions in their 
original containers, so you can refer 
to the label to determine when and if 
it is necessary to dial 911. Labels also 
help paramedics know how to treat 
the injured party. 

Remember, if you have small 
children, install cabinet locks and 
electrical outlet covers, and learn 
how to handle choking hazards. 

We thought our homes were safe 
ones, but we learned that we had 
gaps in our safety net. By working 
together, and with minimal time and 
expense, we vastly improved our 
homes’ safety. 

Allison Ladage, left, and her 
sister Carrie, right, review the 
use of a fire extinguisher. 
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New technology will 
speed outage calls 

Due to the retirement of our building mainte¬ 

nance man we have made some changes in our 

after hours answering service. During major out¬ 

ages this system should help us respond to your 

calls quickly. 

Spoon River Electric Co-operative has signed 

agreements with Wright-Hennipen Electric Co-op 

International Response Center to handle our af¬ 

ter hours outages and dispatching of crews. We 

believe this will help us provide you with the best 

24-hour sendee at the lowest possible cost. 

Wright-Hennipen International Response Cen¬ 

ter has equipment which is state of the art. utiliz¬ 

ing video projection screens to display system 

maps, weather conditions and more. Redundant 

telephone systems and phone lines help guaran¬ 

tee they will be able to answer your call no matter 

what. 

We have also elected to use Primary Outage 

Response Call Handling Equipment System 

(PORCHE). This system will help process your 

outage calls many times faster than could be pro¬ 

cessed manually. 

Wright-Hennipen has a highly trained profes¬ 

sional staff ready to help you. As co-op employees 

their dispatchers have years of experience and 

know how to serve Spoon River Electric Co-op¬ 

erative members during outages. 

Use the same phone number 
Our telephone number is still the same and 

(309)647-2700 is the only telephone number you 

need to remember for 24-hour service. Calls will 

automatically be routed to Wright-Hennipen after 

normal office hours. 

Billing questions 
Spoon River Electric Co-operative’s office 

hours are still 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday 

through Friday. If you have billing questions, 

please call us during regular office hours. If you 

need to report your meter reading, please call us 

during regular business hours. 

Holidays 
So that our employees can enjoy the holidays 

with their families. Spoon River Electric observes 

the following holidays: 

New Year's Day 

Good Friday 

Memorial Day 

Independence Day 

Labor Day 

Veterans Day 

Thanksgiving Day 

Day before Christmas 

Christmas Day 

Day before New Year's Day 

President/CEO’s comments 
New facility charge only covers a portion of fixed costs 

by W. Edward “Ed” Cox, President/CEO 

Several members have questioned our new 

facility charge. I hope to give you some insight on 

why we raised the facility charge from $8.00 to 

$12.00. 

It cost your cooperative $24.17 per consumer 

per month on Rate A Single Phase to bring service 

to your door before any electricity is used. Much 

of this expense is a fixed cost that is not covered 

by the energy charge. This charge has not changed 

since 1986. Even with this increase we are still 

below what the average cooperative has to charge. 

There are three basic components to electric 

rates: member cost (lines, poles, meters, etc.), de¬ 

mand cost and energy cost. The facility charge is 

designed to recover the cost of metering equip¬ 

ment, billing, postage, service drop, transformer 
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related cost and a portion of the distribution sys¬ 

tem that is required to bring electricity to your 

home. These cost are not related to the number of 

kilowatt hours you use or the demand that you 

place on the distribution system. These are fixed 

cost that must be paid by your cooperative in or¬ 

der to provide you with access to the service. 

As a member you are an owner of Spoon River 

Electric Co-operative and ownership of any asset 

requires the payment of fixed costs, even if you 

rarely use the asset. For example if you own a car 

you have to pay interest, insurance, taxes and 

other hidden fixed costs like depreciation that 

most of us don’t think of day in day out. It's easy 

to remember the cost of that tank of gas you paid 

for the other day but fixed costs are easy to forget. 

Also, you only pay for gas when you drive your 

car. Fixed costs are paid even if your car just sits 

in the drive. 

Having a car available any time you want to 

use it is important even if you rarely need to use 

it. The same is true for electric service. Using a 

facility charge allows your cooperative to recover 

these cost even though the number of kilowatt 

hours changed from month to month may be very 

low. Remember, the facility charge of $12.00 in 

the new rate is only about half of the actual cost 

incurred by your cooperative. The rest of these 

fixed costs are paid for through the energy charge. 

The electric facilities are there to make sure you 

have electricity available where you want it and 

when you want it no matter how much or how 

little electricity you actually use. 

SREC has installed two drop boxes at the north 
end of the parking lot for members who want to 
drop off meter reading cards or bill payments. We 
hope you enjoy the convenience. 

1997 “Youth to Washington” tour 
Enter now to win a trip to Washington, D.C. 

Every June the electric and telephone coop- 

— jeratives in Illinois and across the United States 
sponsor groups of young people to Washington, 

D.C. on the “Youth to Washington” program. Dur¬ 

ing a full week in the nation’s capital, these stu¬ 

dents get an up-close look at democracy in action 

and get to meet with their Congressional delega¬ 

tion and staff. 

Past participants will tell you it is the trip of a 

lifetime. It’s an experience they never forget full of 

fun. new friends, non-stop touring and yes they 

actually learn something too. Most come back with 

an even deeper respect for our country, our form 

of government and their opportunities. 

Since 1957 hundreds of future leaders have 

been introduced to government and the legisla¬ 

tive process through this program. Many alumni 

of the program have gone on to leadership posi¬ 

tions in our communities and government. Two 

current members of the Illinois General Assem¬ 

bly, State Representatives Tom Ryder and Art 

Tenhouse, are past members of the tour. 

The “Youth to Washington” tour is recognized 

as one of the best youth tours of Washington. D. 

C. The tour is well-organized with good chaper¬ 

ones. Participants will see monuments and me¬ 

morials, visit historical places. 

Last year. Sabrina Turner of Smithfield and 

Katie McKeever of Elmwood attended and had a 

great learning experience. 

For more information, return the information 

sheet below or contact the cooperative office. 

1997 “Youth to Washington” Tour 
June 13-20, 1997 

Student's Name  

Parent/Guardian  

Address    

City/State/Zip  

Phone#  
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Winter outage ready 
>is electric cooperatives are prepared for the worst. Are you? 

Ice on power lines is so heavy it’s like 

hanging a small car between each set of 

poles. Lines sag to the ground and poles 

can snap like tooth picks. Winter storms 

can cause long power outages at the 

worst possible time. Be sure you have 

the supplies you need like flashlights, 

blankets, food and water to ride out a 

winter power outage. 

Above all else remember to stay clear 

of any downed power lines. A power line 

on the ground can still be energized. 

The electric cooperatives of Illinois 

have an emergency plan and can send 

crews from across the state during large 

outages. But even with extra help winter 

outages can take a long time to repair. 

We appreciate your patience when thou¬ 

sands of customers are trying to call at 

the same time. Cooperation is the key to 

meeting nature’s challenge. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Good for ALL Illinois 
An Afirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employeer 
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Simple detectors 
can save lives 

The increase in energy costs in the last 
couple of decades has put many people in a 
difficult situation. As we’ve “snugged up” our 
homes to prevent the loss or gain of heat, we’ve 
wound up with unexpected problems. 

Harmful by-products of the combustion pro¬ 
cess used to just slip out through 
all the little nooks and cran¬ 
nies that all houses had. 
With energy as inexpen¬ 
sive as it was, we re¬ 
sorted to a simple 
solution: We turned the 
thermostat up or down, 
depending on whether 
we needed more heating 
or cooling. If we thought 
about it at all, we un¬ 
derstood that our thermo¬ 
stat adjustment would cost us 
a few dollars more a couple of 
months down the road. 

During the winter, many turned to supple¬ 
mental heat, often using fireplaces, wood stoves 
or kerosene heaters, all of which add to the 
danger of fire. 

As energy costs went out the ceiling, we 
sought other ways to save. We added insula¬ 
tion, and took some other steps to avoid the 
loss of our heated or cooled air. We caulked 
and weather-stripped and covered our windows 
with film. New houses were built much tighter 
than older ones, and nearly all houses being 
built now are completely wrapped in plastic. 

This means that smoke and poisons such 
as carbon monoxide, which used to flow out 
without any trouble, were stuck in the house, 
along with its occupants. The comedian of the 
1960s who said “I shot an arrow into the 
air. . . and it stuck!” might well have been re¬ 
ferring to air in many of today’s homes. 

Fortunately, there are devices on the mar¬ 
ket that will give you some warning of trouble, 
whether it’s from fire or carbon monoxide. The 
first has been around for some time. Smoke 
detectors have been used for years to alert people 
of fires in their homes. They’ve saved countless 
lives. They’re cheap, starting at about $5. and 
are easy to install. Illinois law requires that 
smoke detectors be installed in homes. 

You should have one near each sleeping 
area, in any basement stairway, and near any 
fossil-fueled supplemental heating unit. If you 
have battery-powered smoke detectors, change 

your batteries annually on the same date. Your 
birthday. New Year’s Day, or any other memo¬ 
rable time would be fine. 

Most battery-powered units will start “chirp¬ 
ing” when the battery’s getting low. Smart 
homeowners will change batteries before that 

happens. 
Carbon monoxide (CO) 

detectors have come on the 
market in the last few 
years, and are gaining 
in popularity as people 
come to realize that 
there's a down side to 
having a snug house. CO 
is a killer gas that re¬ 
sults from any combus¬ 
tion process, including 
the burning of LP gas, 

natural gas, kerosene, wood, 
gasoline, charcoal, or whatever. 

There’s a simple rule about CO: “If 
something’s burning, it’s putting out CO.” 

CO can kill in just minutes, and if you 
have a gas water heater, cookstove or furnace 
in your house, you’re potentially at risk. You 
can reduce your risk by having all fuel-burning 
appliances checked annually by a qualified ser¬ 
viceman. You can eliminate the risk of CO in 
your home by the use of new electric technolo¬ 
gies to heat your home, your water, and your 
food. 

Know the symptoms of CO poisoning, which 
many people often mistake for the flu, since 
the symptoms are similar. Headaches, drowsi¬ 
ness, nausea and a bright red or flushed face 
and neck are warnings, and you also may ex¬ 
perience a loss of vision, poor muscular co¬ 
ordination, an inability to concentrate, and 
memory loss. 

You can find CO detectors in the home sup¬ 
ply section of many department stores at about 
$30. Most simply plug into an outlet. 

While you’re thinking about CO detectors, 
it’s a good time to give some serious thought to 
installing a heat pump or geothermal system 
when you need to replace an existing fossil- 
fueled furnace. They’re cleaner and safer than 
gas or oil units, and far safer than burning 
wood or kerosene! 

For information about replacing home ap¬ 
pliances that use combustible fuel with electric 
appliances, talk to your friends at your local 
electric cooperative. They’ll be glad to help. 
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Your best heating, cooling value begins with a G: 
But it’s not gas. . -It’s geothermal 

Geothermal heating, cooling and water heat¬ 
ing. We call it System:GT. Geothermal heating, 
cooling and water heating is a system that col¬ 
lects heat from liquid circul-lated through pipes 
buried in the earth. 

This method concentrates 
the heat, then circulates com¬ 
fortable, warm air throughout 
your home. The ability to move 
heat is the secret of 
SystermGT’s incredible effi¬ 
ciency. 

In fact, the most efficient 
gas and oil furnaces use three 
times as much energy to cre¬ 
ate heat as SystermGT uses to 
move the same amount of 
heat. Simply stated: It is the 
most efficient heating system today. 

SystermGT can air-condition your home in the 
summer by reversing its heat moving process — 
and the efficiency is just as spectacular as its 

heating capability. System:GT can provide a 30 
percent gain in air conditioning efficiency when 
compared to other air-conditioning methods. 

SystermGT can heat your water, too. It can 
satisfy virtually all your wa¬ 
ter heating needs in the sum¬ 
mer at no additional cost. 
Winter savings can be as 
much as 40 percent. 

In short, SystermGT pro¬ 
vides year-round comfort 
while combining the wise use 
of energy resources with the 
lowest possible operating 
cost. It is convenient, safe 
and clean. It’s the latest in 
heating and cooling technol¬ 
ogy- 

For your free copy of “System: GT—Your Guide 
to Geothermal Heating, Cooling and Water Heat¬ 
ing,” call Spoon River Electric at (309) 647-2700. 

Be careful when using portable heaters 
Portable space heaters can help you keep 

costs down while keeping warm. However, all por¬ 
table heaters present some danger. Since they give 
off heat, parts of them will be hot and will burn 
someone touching them. All may ignite nearby 
flammable materials, so keep this type of heater 
at least two feet away from them. All portable heat¬ 
ers require special care when used in the pres¬ 
ence of children. Special care should be taken with 
electric heaters to keep them away from water, 
because water and electricity make a lethal com¬ 
bination. 

Do choose a certified heater. 
Do make sure it is properly connected. 
Do read labels and follow all warnings and 

instructions. 
Do keep clear space around the heater. 

Do keep a window or door partially open at all 
times when you use an unvented fossil fuel heater. 

Don’t use or store flammable liquids near any 
portable space heater. 

Don’t put clothes on or over the heater to dry. 
Don’t use a heater as a foot warmer, as the 

surface may be hot enough to cause burns. 
Don’t stand close to a heater while wearing 

long robes, nightgowns, or other clothing that may 
catch fire. 

Don’t let children play around the heater. 
Don’t put the heater in locations where people 

can bump into them or trip. 
Don’t let dirt build up inside the heater. 
Don’t use a portable electric heater in a bath¬ 

room. 
Don’t forget regular inspections. 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ MARCH 1997 



0*N 
rr'j 

Isn’t it about time you got your 
business on the Information 

Superhighway? 
Contact 

Spoon River Electric Cooperative Inc. 
and ask for the Marketing Services Department 

for more information 

Spoon River Electric Cooperative Inc. • 930 South fifth. Canton Illinois • (309) 647-2700 

Now available from 
Spoon River Electric Cooperative Inc. 

Paging services 
Wide area paging service for people on the go from Spoon River Electric Cooperative 

Type of pagers available: 
• DIGITAL DISPLAY/VIBRATE • ALPHA/NUMERIC/VIBRATE 

FOR AS LITTLE AS $10.50 PER MONTH 
Optional Features available 

SPOON RIVER ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC. 
Call (309) 647-2700—Ask for the marketing services department 

Free security light installation on existing poles 
through April 

On Jan. 1, 1996, the cooperative changed its policy on security lights. We now offer only high 
pressure sodium lights for rental use. We have added a 250-watt and a 400-watt light into the 
rental program. 

For those of you who have the mercury vapor light, you will continue to have the 175-watt 
light until it is necessary to make major repairs to your light. At that time your light will be 
converted to a high pressure sodium light. 

The cost of installing a purchased high pressure sodium light on an existing pole is: 
100 watt - cost plus 5% and tax plus 1 hour installation: Installed price - $104.11 
250 watt - cost plus 5% and tax plus 1 hour installation: Installed price - $332.30 
400 watt - cost plus 5% and tax plus 1 hour installation: Installed price - $332.30 
Cost of installing rental high pressure sodium light: 
100 watt - $7.50/month 
250 watt - $12.50/month 
400 watt - $ 17.50/month 
Pole when required 
50 cents a foot plus one (1) hour labor installation fee 
When extra wire is required - 2 hours labor. 

From now through the end of April, 1997, we will install a security light for you at 
no charge for the installation fee. 

MARCH 1997 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



line Workers Wanted 
Long and unpredictable 
hours, hazardous working 
conditions, requires some 
weekend and holiday work. 
Must be able to learn com¬ 
plex technical job and face 
adverse conditions with a 

Fortunately, there are 
people who actually 
love a job like this. 

You'd think a job description like this would scare people off, 
wouldn't you? But it doesn't. In fact, these very demanding jobs attract 
some very dedicated people. People who understand the importance of 
keeping electricity in your home or business. People who know that 
they'll be out in the middle of the night in a driving snowstorm. People 
who just seem to be born with a desire to do more than just have a 
job. We'd like to thank our line workers for their hard work and 
dedication. And if you agree, give them a thumbs up when you see 
them at work. Your appreciation is a big reason they take such pride in 
a very tough job. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Rooted in Our Communities 
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Handy gadgets offer convenience, savings 
Once in a while gadgets come along that look 

like they might make life easier, more convenient 
or less expensive, and Intermatic, Inc., a Spring 
Grove, Illinois firm, has three that look like win¬ 
ners. 

One is a small night 
light with a difference. 
Called the PR3 Power 
Failure Safety Light, it 
comes on full blast the 
instant the power goes 
out, and stays on for an 
hour or so. It’s frustrat¬ 
ing and potentially haz¬ 
ardous to grope around 
in the dark for a flash¬ 
light, and this little gem 
helps you avoid that. 
Billed as three lights in 
one, it serves as an 
emergency power fail¬ 
ure light, can be used as 
a flashlight, and the in¬ 
dicator light that tells 
you it’s charging gives 
off enough light to serve 
as a night light. 

It plugs into a stan¬ 
dard household electri¬ 
cal outlet, so it’s always 
charged and ready for 
use. It has a twist-off 
cover that enables you 
to change the crypton 
bulb without a lot of 
fuss. 

The Easytrac Power 
Outlet Kit lets you add 
electrical outlets virtu¬ 
ally anywhere they’re 
needed, without any 
wiring. Designed for 
quick and easy installa¬ 
tion, the kit also elimi¬ 
nates those jumbled 
masses of tangled wires, 
extension cords and overloaded outlets that seem 
to proliferate in homes and offices. 

The system features a pre-wired track that you 
can install in minutes on virtually any interior 
surface. You simply plug the grounded starter into 

a standard electrical outlet and connect the pre¬ 
wired track components, then place the recep¬ 
tacles where you want them. Then you snap the 
cover over the track to finish the job. You can move 

the outlets around eas¬ 
ily as your electrical 
needs change. 

Available in white 
and almond, the units 
can be painted, papered 
or decorated to match 
any decor. They are 
childproof, and won’t 
operate unless all com¬ 
ponents are properly 
installed. 

The firm’s new 
heavy duty timer is big¬ 
ger and sturdier than 
those little timers 
people have used for 
years to turn lights on 
and off to discourage 
burglars. It enables you 
to maintain your 
home’s comfort level 
while saving money by 
saving electricity. 

Instead of agoniz¬ 
ing over leaving your air 
conditioner running all 
day, or spending your 
first hour back home in 
stifling heat, the timer 
allows you to set a room 
air conditioner to come 
on about half an hour 
before you’re due home. 
It will do the same thing 
for you in the winter, by 
activating a space 
heater. 

The timer, the 
TN311C model, has a 
15-amp, 1 horsepower 
rating, making it ideal 

for use with all air conditioners that have a stan¬ 
dard plug. 

These products are all UL listed and CSA cer¬ 
tified, and are available at hardware stores, home 
centers, discount outlets and mass merchants. 

The Intermatic Heavy-Duty Grounded Timer 
automatically controls air conditioners and other 
heavy-duty loads, providing an excellent way to 
shrink electric bills. 

The Easytrac Surface Power Outlet Kit from 
Intermatic permits electrical outlets to be added in 
workshops and other locations without any wiring. 
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Spoon River Electric 
offers new services 

Spoon River Electric has installed a new tele¬ 
phone system called the StarPlus System. It is a 
digital phone system which we will be using to 
accept your calls. Our old phone system had been 
damaged by lightning on several occasions and 
had come to the point where it was not working 
properly. We had to upgrade the system. 

This, of course, is of the latest technology and 
has the capability of the automatic answering. We 
can do many things with this type of phone sys¬ 
tem. At this point in time, we are answering the 
phone as always, on a personal basis. We plan in 
the near future to make some minor changes 
when the initial call comes in you will be given 
approximately three options to chose from, such 
as talk to an individual—if you know the exten¬ 
sion number you can be connected immediately 
to them; if you want to talk to the billing depart¬ 
ment, you will push a number and speak directly 
to that department; if you need to speak with en¬ 
gineering you will be able to do that. Otherwise, 
you will get our receptionist who will direct your 
call wherever it needs to go. 

No one will be left without being able to talk 
with a real person. We hope that this new system 
will speed things up a little and work better for 
all people concerned. We also will have voice mail 
available to us with the new system. One of the 
things we hope to include in this system is a 1- 
800 number that will automatically take your 
meter readings. All that you will need to know is 
your account number and your meter reading. 
This will probably be done by punching your key¬ 
pad on your touch tone phone. This will go into a 
computer network that will automatically enter 
your meter reading into the billing computer sys¬ 
tem. Hopefully this will give you 24-hours-a-day 
access and give you speedier service. 

Another project we have become involved in 
the past month is paging services. You can stay 
in touch now for as little as $10.50 per month. 
Come in and talk with us about a pager and we’ll 

waive the activation fee for the month of May. 
Spoon River Electric now offers Internet Home 

Page Design. Show off your company on the fast¬ 
est growing medium, displaying your company’s 
products and services. We will provide the Internet 
space, setup and design for a professional-look¬ 
ing home page just right for your business. Our 
Internet address is www.netins.net/showcase/ 
centrallL. 

We hope to be able to give you some pertinent 
information at this web site regarding outages and 
things that have occurred that may have affected 
your electrical service, cross references, and other 
information in regards to what is happening at 
your local cooperative. We want to move forward 
in the 21st century with new ideas and new ways 
of doing business. Please contact Rudy Hadsell 
at (309) 647-2700. 

Keep those computers going strong. A dirty 
computer can lead to an early death on a busi¬ 
ness or home computer system. With the cost of 
new systems, you need to get every last breath 
out of your current system. Let us help by clean¬ 
ing your computer system to help prevent future 
problems before they happen. 

We are also working on electronic banking, 
but have not finalized this yet. 

As deregulation is coming about we are try¬ 
ing to prepare ourselves to be better able to serve 
you, our member, at the best and lowest possible 
price. As we continue to move forward and work 
for the future, we hope that you will be patient 
with us as we make changes to provide a better 
quality service to you. 

If you have any questions on these products 
or any products offered by Spoon River Electric, 
please contact our office coordinator, Rudy 
Hadsell, at (309) 647-2700 or stop in and let our 
friendly staff help you. Our headquarters are open 
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
We are located at 930 South Fifth Avenue, Can¬ 
ton. Illinois. 
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19 youths represent SREC on capital tour 
High School students from across Illinois met their state legislators in Springfield during “Illinois Electric and 

Telephone Cooperative Youth Day” on Wednesday, April 30. Nineteen area students representing Spoon River Elec¬ 
tric Co-operative met with Senator Laura Kent Donahue, Representative Richard P. Myers and Representative Michael 
K. Smith at the State Capitol. The 270 students and chaperones also toured the Illinois Supreme Court, the State 
Capitol, the Executive Mansion and Lincoln’s Tomb. 

Representing Spoon River Electric Co-operative were, front row from left, Mike Delligatti and Vicki Murphy, 
Chaperones, Laura Swickard of Lewistown. Lynde Phillips of Table Grove, Amanda Sears of Ipava, Sen. Donahue, 
Rep. Smith. Rep. Myers, Andy Garrison of Knoxville, Emily Welch of Cuba, Carissa Gillett of Avon, and Kelli Stevens 
of Galesburg. Behind them, from left, Frank Shaw of Smithfield, Steve Havera of Lewistown, Aaron Bucher of 
Astoria, Zack Keene of Astoria, Amanda Pearson of Yates City, Lauren Underwood of St. Augustine, Cara Phillips of 
Canton. Katherine Roth of Glasford, Kristen Uphoff of Mapleton, Kenneth Walter of London Mills, Tiffany Frosig of 
Fairview. and Nick Conklin of Canton. The day’s activities were sponsored by the electric and telephone coopera¬ 
tives of Illinois. 

Standby power: Insurance against 
Mother Nature 

Buying a standby generator is like buying fire 
insurance—you may never need it, but it is in¬ 
valuable when trouble hits. 

Although our electrical system is highly de¬ 
pendable and reliable, it is subject to the whims 
of Mother Nature. 

How well are you prepared to handle a pro¬ 
longed outage? Now is the time to take inventory 
of your home and farm. Determine how you would 
pump water, move grain, keep pipes from freez¬ 
ing. and provide heat and ventilation for livestock. 
How will you heat your home and keep foods from 
spoiling? 

Now is the time to inventory your electrical 
needs. Assume you will experience long outages 
that could cause you inconvenience and finan¬ 
cial loss. The cooperative does not sell standby 
generators, but we do have personnel to help you 
analyze your load and make recommendations. 

And remember, standby generators are not nor¬ 
mally stocked in any quantity, so don’t plan on 
buying one after an outage occurs. 

Remember, too, the installation of standby 
equipment requires a positive double-throw 
switch. Operating a standby generator without 
one is extremely dangerous and could result in 
financial liability. 

Let us help you guard against any of those 
acts of God no one can foresee. 

Office closing 
Spoon River Electric Co-operative’s office will 
be closed Monday, May 26, in observance of 
Memorial Day. The cooperative office will re¬ 
sume normal business hours on Tuesday, 
May 27. 
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Expecting a full 

house this summer? 
Company from out of town? 

Friends from the neighborhood? 
Kids in an out all day long? 

Your home could be booked up all summer. Keep things cool and 

friendly with an economical and highly efficient geothermal heat pump. 

Call your local electric cooperative today for more information about 

geothermal heat pumps. We’ll help you keep your cool. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for all Illinois 
Affirmative Action, equal opportunity employers 
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Surge protection 
for your electric appliances 

The experts tell us that there are some 2,000 
thunderstorms in progress over the earth at any 
given moment. Our first impulse on hearing such 
news might well be to ask, “Who counts these 
things?” But we do need to take them seriously. 

As some people busy themselves counting 
thunderstorms, others, it seems, are counting 
lightning strikes, and they tell us that lightning 
strikes the earth 100 times a second. 

Still another group checks lightning’s speed 
and temperature. Its members tell 
us that lightning travels half • f.\ 
the speed of light and is 
very hot: some five times 
the temperature of the 
surface of the sun, in 
fact. 

Of course, part of the 
reason people tell you 
these things is to get you 
to stay out of storms and 
away from lightning. We • 
encourage you to avoid 
them when possible. 

But lightning is not 
only dangerous, it’s also 
destructive. Strikes on 
power lines can travel into 
homes and equipment, and has been known to 
destroy appliances. 

Electric utilities do as much as possible to 
protect their systems from lightning. They install 
lightning arresters where needed, and have light¬ 
ning rods in their substations to draw away the 
tremendous voltage lightning brings. While this 
protects utility equipment, it also helps protect 
yours. 

But if you really want to protect the electrical 
equipment in your home, you should have a 
whole-house surge-suppression protection sys¬ 
tem installed, just to be on the safe side. 

A whole-house surge suppressor is a good idea 
for several reasons. For example, most individual 
lightning strikes don’t fry your motors and mi¬ 
crochips in one fell swoop. Instead, each one does 
a tiny amount of damage, and that damage gradu¬ 
ally keeps adding up until your refrigerator, 
washer, computer, microwave oven or TV set fi¬ 
nally gives up the ghost. 

That fact is a good argument for a whole-house 
surge protector, which should prolong the life of 
much of your electrical equipment. 

When you think of adding a couple of years to 
the life of a refrigerator, freezer, washer, dryer. 

dishwasher, microwave oven, and a TV set or two, 
the $100-$ 150 investment in surge protection 
might well look like small potatoes. 

It is also recommended that you further pro¬ 
tect such equipment with additional surge pro¬ 
tection, either at the outlet or with a multiple 
outlet strip that includes some surge protection. 
Much of the wear and tear on your equipment is 
inflicted by your other equipment. Electric mo¬ 
tors require from three to six times as much elec¬ 

tricity to start as they actually use to 
. run, and each time one starts 

up, a surge, or spike, runs 
through the circuit, and 
each little spike is a nail 
in the coffin of your other 
equipment. 

Since electronic 
’ equipment is especially 
sensitive, and is usually 
also expensive, wiring ex¬ 
perts suggest that you have 
a separate circuit installed 
just for your expensive, 

delicate stuff. This is 
especially true of the 
home office, with its 

'***’■' " computer and periph¬ 
erals, fax machine, laser printer and all the other 
necessities. While not necessarily essential, it’s 
a good idea to have an uninterruptible power sup¬ 
ply, or UPS, to allow for a gradual and orderly 
shutdown of computer equipment without loss 
of data. UPS units include a sensor that instantly 
detects when your power fails, and kicks in a bat¬ 
tery to enable you to shut down. How much you 
can accomplish before your battery goes flat de¬ 
pends on how big a battery you have and how 
much electricity your equipment will need to save 
data and shut down without crashing. There are 
several different sizes on the market. 

Keep in mind that whole-house electrical pro¬ 
tection, and individual surge protectors as well, 
protect only from lightning surges traveling down 
the electric lines. You need separate protection 
for TV antenna leads, satellite dish and telephone 
lines. TV equipment is damaged by lightning 
surges more than anything else. 

We hope you’ll think about surge protection 
for the sake of all your equipment. Several elec¬ 
tric co-ops in Illinois sell surge protection equip¬ 
ment, and all of them can help you decide what 
you need to help protect your home. Stop in and 
see them. 
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Power supply shortages possible 
If the weather this summer is unusually hot 

for an extended period of time, rolling power black¬ 
outs may be necessary in Illinois, Wisconsin and 
parts of New England. Utilities throughout the 
region are working hard to prevent possible black¬ 
outs, but are warning customers to be prepared. 

The potential power shortage is the result of 
several regional problems. In May one-third of the 
region’s nuclear power plants in both Illinois and 
Wisconsin were down, and so were several coal- 
fired generating plants. Although several are ex¬ 
pected to be back on line before the summer’s 
peak demand season, there still will be less gen¬ 
erating capacity than is normally available. 

Commonwealth Edison is expected to have 
4,160 megawatts of nuclear capacity off line this 
summer. Three Wisconsin nuclear units, approxi¬ 
mately 500 megawatts each, have been off but 
two were back on very soon. Illinois Power lost is 
500 megawatt Wood River coal unit in a fire last 
Christmas and its Clinton nuclear plant also was 
closed. A portion of Wood River and the Clinton 
plant should be back on line before the worst hot 
summer weather hits. Fuel oil and natural gas- 
fired “peaking” generation units, which are more 
expensive to run than nuclear or coal-fired units, 
also area being readied for service. 

Utilities also are concerned about a lack of 
transmission line capacity. Transmission lines are 
like the interstate highway system for electricity. 
With limited transmission line capacity, it can be 
difficult or impossible to import power from one 
area to another to resolve supply shortages. 

The Mid-American Interconnected Network 
(MAIN), a regional power supply reliability coun¬ 
cil, warns that between 4,700 and 6,500 mega¬ 
watts of power will be unavailable this summer. 
Soyland Power Cooperative and Southern Illinois 
Power Cooperative are members of MAIN. MAIN 
is a member of the North American Electric Reli¬ 
ability Council (NERC). NERC was formed in 1968 
after the Nov. 9, 1965, blackout that affected the 
Northeastern United States and parts of Canada. 

NERC and the regional councils help U.S. 
utilities work together to maintain the most reli¬ 

able power supply in the world. NERC officials do 
this by reviewing past lessons learned, monitor¬ 
ing for compliance with policies, standards, prin¬ 
ciples and guides, and assessing reliability of the 
bulk electric power systems. 

Even though one utility may have plenty of 
its own generating capacity, the problems within 
the MAIN region could affect all utilities. 

For example, last July 2 two million people in 
15 Western states and parts of Canada were hit 
with a huge power outage. A similar outage on 
Aug. 10 left 4 million people in the dark. Power 
from the Northwest moving south to power air 
conditioners in California put a heavy load on 
transmission lines. One transmission line under 
heavy load sagged into a tree and triggered the 
outage that dominoed as key systems along the 
region’s grid shut down to protect themselves from 
damage and a longer outage. 

Michehl Gent, president of NERC, believes 
that Illinois, Wisconsin and New England are pre¬ 
pared to handle this summer's problems. But he 
warns, “Such shortages could require controlled 
interruption of electric service to customers in 
parts of the region.” 

Utilities throughout the MAIN region have 
taken precautionary measures. For example nor¬ 
mal maintenance and testing of key components 
have been stepped up. Transmission right-of-way 
and lines have been double checked for potential 
hot spots. Communications systems and proce¬ 
dures have been tested with practice drills. 

If a peak demand situation occurs there will 
be three levels of response. First a peak warning 
will be issued. Peak demands can occur anytime 
between mid-June and mid-September, from noon 
to 8 p.m. Last year’s peak was in early August for 
most area utilities. Local radio stations will make 
peak alert announcements and voluntary load 
reduction by consumers will also be urged. 

The second level, in most cases, will be to re¬ 
quire large commercial customers on interrupt¬ 
ible rates to begin shutting down load. Voltage 
reductions also may be necessary at this stage. 

Finally, if normal load control methods do not 
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work, rolling blackouts may be necessary for in¬ 
dividual generating companies that do not have 
enough generation to serve their loads. Individual 
substation circuits will be turned off for approxi¬ 
mately two hours. This situation will be avoided 
if possible, but the priority will be to keep the 
network intact and keep all generating units on¬ 
line. Once generating plants start tripping offline, 
a massive multi-state outage could result. Under 

the worst case scenario there will be little warn- 2 co 
ing and entire substations could be shut down. 

Although many utility executives have de¬ 
bated whether or not to issue these warnings, 
most have agreed it is better to risk alarming the 
public unnecessarily than to leave consumers 
unprepared. Avoiding a disaster will take a lot of 
cooperation between utilities and consumers to 
keep demand from overwhelming the system. 

Assignment of 1996 
margins to members 

Assignments of 1996 margins to members 
doing business with Spoon River Electric Co-op¬ 
erative have been calculated in 1997. A total of 
$32,527 of margins has been allocated for 1996. 
The factor for rural residential service is 
.00587478. 

To calculate your specific allocation, multi¬ 
ply your total patronage in dollars times the fac¬ 
tor above. 

If you need assistance in calculating your al¬ 
location, please call the cooperative. 

This amount is only an accounting credit. It 
can not be claimed at the present time nor can it 
be applied against your current electric bill. 

Please remember: In order to receive capital 
credits you must be a member and have service 
in your name. If you are receiving electric ser¬ 

vice under someone 
else’s membership or 
the service is in the 
name of a deceased 
person, you will 
not receive capital 
credits. Any capital 
credits issued will 
be in the name of 
the person on the mem 
bership, or the estate of a deceased member. 

If you have moved, please provide the coop¬ 
erative your new mailing address so we can no¬ 
tify you when your future capital credits are 
declared. Please contact our billing department if 
you have any questions. 

Mark your calendar! 
Thursday, Sept. 4 

Spoon River Electric Co-operative will hold its annual member’s 
meeting, beginning at 7 p.m., at the Canton High School. 

Grand Prize — 19" 
remote control color TV 

We will also give away 5-$100 certificates to be applied to your 
electricity bill, 20-$25 certificates, and 25-$10 credits. 

Plan now to attend! 
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Hog* iraices aumdl hot (dlo'g's, 

lemon shake-ups ainudl the se]ra]nnilble]r; 

Ferris wheels ainudl tiractor pulls ,,, 

These are just a few of the delights you’ll find at the fair. Whether you 

visit your local county fair, the DuQuoin State Fair or the Illinois State 

Fair, the electric cooperatives of Illinois would like you to remember the 

important role agriculture plays in our lives. 

Just as electricity powers the modern farmstead, so the Illinois farmer 

feeds the world. 

A salute to the Illiiinioiis farmer from: 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for all Illinois 
Affirmative Action, equal opportunity employers 
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Thinking of insulating? Do your 
homework first 

If the economic crash that lasted from 1929 
until the beginning of World War II was known as 
the Great Depression, then the approach of fall 
and the winter that inevitably follows might well 
be known as “the not-so-great depression.” 

As the leaves begin to turn and as summer 
tapers off into autumn, many of us again begin 
thinking about how difficult it was to heat our 
homes last year. If you’re 
included in that group, 
you may be wise to look 
at the possibility of add¬ 
ing insulation to your 
home. 

Many homes, espe¬ 
cially rural ones, were 
built before the energy 
crunch of the early 1970s, 
when fuel was cheap and 
it was a snap to warm a 
home: you just turned up 
the thermostat. The cost 
amounted to little more 
than pin money. Insula¬ 
tion was considered an 
unnecessary expense and 
was often installed in bare 
minimum quantities, if at all. 

With the rude awakening that came with the 
Arab oil embargo also came the realization that 
jogging up the old thermostat had some very real 
consequences on the energy bill. 

But a lack of insulation is usually not the only 
culprit. Older homes were also built less “tight” 
than newer ones, simply because it was easier 
for the builder. Again, heating was no problem. 
You just added cheap heat. 

At any rate, most older homes need both more 
insulation and tightening up before they’ll be both 
comfortable and affordable to heat. 

If you want to build a new house or addition, 
it’s a fairly simple matter to have insulation in¬ 
stalled as construction progresses, and that’s by 
far the best bet. If you’re even thinking of build¬ 
ing, be sure to emphasize to your contractor that 
you want plenty of insulation and that you want 
your home sealed well, too. 

This column deals primarily with those who 
need to have insulation added, and assumes that 
the easy installation during construction is not 
an option. 

The first step in doing your homework is to 
check with your local co-op. They have trained 
professionals to help you. They can tell you how 
much insulating capability you’ll need in your 

area, and will offer suggestions on how to best 
meet that capability, which is measured in R-val- 
ues. 

Please note that it’s the R-value that counts, 
not just the thickness of the insulation. 

At any rate, if you’re adding insulation in an 
attic, you may have the option of putting in fiber¬ 
glass or mineral wool batts (long rolls), or you can 

have loose-fill insulation 
blown in. 

If you need to add 
insulation to existing 
walls, you may be limited 
to loose-fill insulation, 
since it comes in bags 
and can be blown into 
spaces using special 
equipment. On outer 
walls, the installer simply 
drills a hole in each stud 
cavity and blows in a cer¬ 
tain amount of insula¬ 
tion. Then he reseals the 
hole. 

There are three 
kinds of loose-fill insula¬ 
tion, and your co-op rep¬ 

resentative will tell you of his preferences. The 
first is mineral wool, which is spun smelter slag. 
Fiberglass is much like it, but is spun from mol¬ 
ten glass. Both are about equally environmentally 
benign, and both have similar properties. 

Many experts like cellulose insulation, since 
it does a good job and uses recycled materials 
that might otherwise be wasted or wind up in 
landfills. Cellulose is made from finely chopped 
paper or cardboard, which is treated for fire 
retardance and to repel insects. 

Installation of some insulation products is 
beyond the capability of the less handy, but may 
be a viable option for a home handyman. If you 
decide to try it, be sure to wear a good respirator, 
goggles, and suitable clothing. The stuff tends to 
fly everywhere, and it’s extremely uncomfortable 
if you get much of it on you. 

But before you do anything, be sure to talk to 
the people at your co-op. Ask them for a copy of 
the booklet, “A Builder’s Guide to Energy Efficient 
Construction Standards.” While it’s intended to 
spell out ways to build a new home so it’ll be as 
energy efficient as possible, it has a lot of good 
information for those who just need to caulk, 
weatherstrip and insulate. It’s a good publication, 
and it’s free. 

Visit your co-op today. 

OCTOBER 1997 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



- Spoon River Electric News 
ELECTRIC / 1 

COOPERATIVE 

SPOON RIVER ELECTRIC CO-OPERATIVE, INC 309-647-2700 CANTON, ILLINOIS 

Excuse our dust while building is remodeled 
As many of you know, our headquarters is 

in a large, old building that was converted to 
office space after being used for many years for 
other purposes. 

While it has been a little inconvenient, us¬ 
ing this building has been a fiscally prudent 
way too meet our needs until a couple of years 
ago. 

We realized then that we had run out of 
room, and reluctantly decided to build an office 
addition. Several things prompted us to make 
this decision. 1) the front steps were becoming 
a hazard to the public: 2) many members found 
it impossible to climb the stairs to the President's 
office or Board Room; 30 we need to comply 
with the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA). 

While all this work is necessary, we know it’s 

an inconvenience for you, and we apologize. We 
hope to have things squared away soon. If you 
need to visit us, please plan to use the south 
entrance to the building. And if you just want to 
stop by and pay your bill after hours, please 
note that we have moved our after-hours deposit 
boxes to the south end of our parking lot. 

By the time the smoke clears and the dust 
settles, we hope to have a slightly larger, more 
modern, building including a drive-up facility. 
And we hope to be able to continue serving 
you in a more professional manner. 

While we’re discussing buildings, we should 
note that we’re putting up a rental indoor/ 
outdoor storage facility across the street from 
our building. If you need storage, contact Spoon 
River Electric for more details. 

Free security light installation on 
existing poles through November 

We offer high pressure sodium lights for rental use. We have added a 
250-watt and a 400-watt light into the rental program. 

For those of you who have the mercury vapor light, you will con¬ 
tinue to have the 175-watt light until it is necessary to make major 
repairs to your light. At that time your light will be converted to a high 
pressure sodium light. 

The cost of installing a purchased high pressure sodium light on an 
existing pole is: 

100 watt — cost plus 5% and tax plus 1 hour installation: Installed price — $104.11 
250 watt — cost plus 5% and tax plus 1 hour installation: Installed price — $332.30 
400 watt — cost plus 5% and tax plus 1 hour installation: Installed price — $332.30 

Cost of installing rental high pressure sodium light: 
100 watt — $7.50/month 
250 watt — $12.50/month 
400 watt — $17.50/month 

Pole when required: 
50 cents a foot plus one hour labor installation fee 
When extra wire is required — 2 hours labor. 

From now through the end of November 1997, we will install a security light for 
you at no charge for the installation fee. 
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Is it time to update your wiring? 
Many people treat electricity far more ca¬ 

sually than they should. It’s easy to plug in 
an appliance or flip a switch, so we some¬ 
times forget that the power used to light a 
lamp or run a washing machine is also strong 
enough to do physical harm. 

Each year, some 1,200 people in the U.S. 
die by accidental electrocution and in electri¬ 
cally related fires. A book available from the 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
stresses that many of those deaths could have 
been prevented if people knew how to main¬ 
tain their home wiring system. 

Using clear illustrations and a problem/ 
solution format, the Home Electrical Safety 
Check guide lists symptoms of potential elec¬ 
trical hazards, discusses do’s and don’ts, and 
poses questions to help you keep your home 
safe. 

One of the best things you can do to keep 
your home’s electrical system working safely 
is to have an electrician or electrical inspec¬ 
tor check it at least once every 10 years. 

Between inspections, it’s important for you 
to do your own checking. The most obvious 
indication of an electrical problem is a blown 
fuse in your fuse box or a tripped switch in 
your electrical panel. 

This happens when more electricity is de¬ 
manded in a certain area than the system 
was designed to handle. If turning on a par¬ 
ticular appliance causes a problem, check to 
see if you’ve overloaded the circuit or if the 
appliance is faulty. If it is, have a profes¬ 
sional make repairs. 

And whatever you do, don’t try to increase 
its capacity by replacing a blown fuse with a 
penny or by installing a larger-capacity cir¬ 
cuit breaker to remedy a tripped switch. Fuses 
and breakers are designed to be the weakest 
link in the system, and if something goes 
wrong, the problem is confined to the metal 
box it’s in. If you strengthen that link you 
are, in effect, moving the weak link to inside 
your walls, where it’s invisible and where there 
are flammable materials. 

Don’t do it! You’ll risk shock or fire. 
Many blown fuses and tripped breakers 

are caused by overloads. Most kitchens, for 
example, now have far more appliances than 
they had 20 or 30 years ago. If the circuit 
hasn’t been upgraded, that can cause prob¬ 
lems. For example, if you had a toaster that 
you always plugged into a favorite outlet, it 
probably worked fine. But if you added a 
microwave to the same circuit, that might 

still be fine —until you tried using both at 
once. 

The rest of the house may well be the 
same way. A large color TV will use more 
current than the old black and white jobs 
did, and you may have an “entertainment 
center” where there was a simple stereo not 
long ago. 

Even if you’ve been careful not to over¬ 
load your circuits, electrical problems can still 
occur. And whether the problem is with a 
cord, plug, fixture, or outlet, the signs of an 
electrical hazard are the same —sparks, arcs 
(bright flashes of light), sizzling or buzzing, 
shocks, warm plugs or receptacles, or an odor 
of burned or overheated wiring or insulation. 
Don’t use the problem appliance or lamp until 
you can have it repaired. 

Many electrical problems and accidents 
can be prevented by using appliances and 
fixtures only as they were intended to be 
used. Don’t pinch electrical cords by placing 
them in doorways or under rugs or furniture, 
and never staple them. 

Pull the plug, not the cord, when discon¬ 
necting appliances from outlets. And don’t 
overload outlets or extension cords. Avoid 
using old cords that may be brittle, dam¬ 
aged, or have a low wattage capacity. Keep 
your lamps and lighting fixtures from over¬ 
heating by checking to see that bulbs are of 
the right wattage. Newer fixtures are marked 
with the size of bulb you need. Although they’re 
not always marked, most older fixtures are 
designed to use a 60-watt bulb or less. 

In addition to using your electrical equip¬ 
ment correctly, you can help prevent electro¬ 
cution by using ground fault circuit 
interrupters (GFCIs). 

These special outlets or attachments to 
existing outlets stop the flow of electricity 
when they detect an electrical current leak¬ 
age. You could get a shock before the GFCI 
shuts off, but the unit will prevent serious 
injury and death. GFCIs should be used in 
wet areas of the home such as the bathroom, 
kitchen, basement, garage and outdoor re¬ 
ceptacles where the threat of electrical shock 
is greater. 

Learn more about keeping your home wir¬ 
ing system working safely and efficiently. 

A home Electrical Safety Check should 
help you. Send your name, address and 50 
cents to R. Woods, Consumer Information 
Center - 7B, P.O. Box 100, Pueblo, CO 81002. 
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JPiroviLdin'g’ •g’oocds and seirvices for friends,, 

neighbors aunudl commiunniiity 

/Vll across the nation, cooperatives help their communities thrive. There are coopera- 

tives for electric and telephone service, credit unions, farm marketing and farm supply, insur¬ 

ance, health and day care, farm credit, housing, florists and news services. Cooperatives get 

things done economically, efficiently—and democratically. Building communities the cooperative 

way benefits the entire nation. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illiimois 
Good for all Illinois 

Affirmative action, equal opportunity employers 
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Don’t get shocked 
by high heating costs 

If you had a home built lately without first 
consulting your local electric co-op, you may be 
in for a shock. Not because of wiring problems, 
but because you may have made an expensive 
mistake in choosing your heat source. 

Now that ‘tis no longer the season to 
be doing a great deal of home building, 
now might be a good time to start 
planning for construction or re¬ 
modeling when spring comes. 
Whatever you do, be very careful 
about your choice of heat! 

There was a time, frankly, 
when natural gas would have 
been your best buy, if it had 
been available. Propane was 
next and resistance elec¬ 
tric heat came after that. 
Many assume that’s 
still the case. It’s not. 
The prices of both fos¬ 
sil fuels have climbed 
dramatically, while that 
of electricity has been 
going down, and heat 
pump technology has 
been improving. 

Electricity, when coupled with a geothermal 
system or even an air-to-air heat pump, can 
often blow away the competition. 

Before you set out to build — or replace 
your furnace — visit your local electric co-op. 
You’ll be amazed at all the benefits, including 
lower cost, electricity offers you. It’s surprising 
how few people even think of installing an elec¬ 
tric heat pump or geothermal system in their 
new home. Most often, if natural gas is available, 
it gets the first nod. Otherwise, it’s propane. In 
a tight, energy-efficient home, today’s geothermal 
system or electric heat pump is often a better 
choice. 

Please take some time to weigh your heating 
and cooling options very carefully. If you plan 
to install central air conditioning, you’re only 
one small step away, in terms of equipment 
and money, from a very efficient whole-house 
heating and cooling system: an electric heat 
pump. 

Geothermal systems are more expensive to 
install because of the geothermal heat exchange 
loop installed in the ground. However, they are 
very economical when you calculate the long¬ 
term benefits and operating cost. 

Air-to-air heat pumps are also very efficient 

and give you the added bonus of central air 
conditioning in the summer. Geothermal heating 
and cooling systems can deliver efficiencies as 
high as 300-400 percent, returning as much as 
three to four times the heat for the amount of 
energy they use. They heat, cool and can provide 

most of your hot water needs. 
Many believe that heat pumps give 

off cold air, or are only good in the 
South, but that’s not true. Even some 
heating and cooling contractors still 

hold those outdated beliefs about 
heat pumps. If you look at cars, 

refrigerators, TV sets and the 
like from the ‘70s, you’ll 
realize that they’ve come 
a long way. So have heat 
pumps. 

Your co-op friends want 
to help you squeeze the 

most you can from your 
energy dollars. They 

can help you do that 
by showing you the 
operating and instal¬ 

lation costs of electric 
heat pumps and geo¬ 

thermal systems versus those systems using 
fossil fuels. You’ll find the numbers are very 
pleasing and, in some cases, almost unbelievable. 
When you compare the numbers, you’ll see why 
co-ops are so excited about the benefits of new 
geothermal and heat pump technology. 

Your co-op’s goal is to see to it that you’re 
as happy in your new home (or with a new 
system in your present home) as possible. They 
can achieve that by helping you think about 
your home’s energy needs, including adequate 
insulation, high-quality windows, and the best 
heating and cooling system possible. If you make 
the wrong energy choice — one you’ll have to 
live with for years to come — you won’t be 
pleased, and neither will they. 

Now is the time to make good energy 
decisions, before you build. Once the contractor 
hands you the keys, it’s too late. Contact your 
co-op before you start to build. They’ll refer you 
to a reputable and certified contractor for a 
comfortable home at the most reasonable cost. 
You’ll be happy with a home that’s snug and 
affordable to heat and cool, and they’ll be happy 
with a satisfied member. 

Talk to them before making that decision. 

DECEMBER 1997 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



Spoon River Electric News 
ELECTRIC / 1 

COOPERATIVE 

SPOON RIVER ELECTRIC CO-OPERATIVE, INC 309-647-2700 CANTON, ILLINOIS 

Spoon River Electric Co-operative 
pays off government loan 

Oct. 16 was a day of historical significance to 
your cooperative. On this date, your cooperative 
paid off at a discount all outstanding govern¬ 
ment debt to the Rural Utilities Service (RUS), 
formally the Rural Electrification Administration, 
or REA. 

By 1937, most investor-owned utilities deter¬ 
mined that it was not profitable to build electric 
lines to the rural area, even with 2 percent inter¬ 
est. The electric co-ops were formed at this time 
by rural community leaders to bring electric ser¬ 
vice to the rural area. From 1938 until 1973, the 
capital required to build electric distribution line 
was borrowed from the REA through 35-year loans 
at 2 percent interest. In 1973, Congress amended 
the Rural Electrification Act to require coopera¬ 
tive borrowers to secure outside financing for 30 
percent of their future debt at a rate of 5 percent 
interest. In 1992, Congress again amended the 
Rural Electrification Act to increase interest rates 
to a maximum of 7 percent. For the last 15 
years, the government has required (in most cases) 
12 to 24 months to process a loan application 
and requires environmental studies and other 
reports with numerous additional supporting 
documents to secure a loan. 

On Oct. 16, 1997, the cooperative loan bal¬ 
ance was $4,023,629.36. A discount prepayment 
allowed the cooperative to settle its government 
loan with a payment of $3,636,440.03, which 
provided a savings of $387,189.33. The coopera¬ 

tive borrowed the money from the National Rural 
Utilities Cooperative Finance Corporation, (CFC). 
CFC is a $ 13 billion not-for-profit institution owned 
by the electric cooperatives throughout the coun¬ 
try. CFC borrows money from large commercial 
banks, Wall Street and various other sources to 
loan to the electric cooperatives. They provide 
the lowest refinancing rate. Although there is 
less total debt after the prepayment, the average 
interest rate will be a little higher from CFC. 

The board of directors carefully studied the 
prepayment option for several months. The final 
decision was philosophical as well as financial. 
First, the future of the RUS loan program is 
always under congressional attack, and this dis¬ 
count prepayment option may not be available in 
the future. Second, future loans can be approved 
in advance in less than 60 days with CFC, ver¬ 
sus two years with the government. Third, there 
are fewer government regulations to conform to. 
Fourth, there is no regulatory oversight for op¬ 
eration maintenance, or material or construction 
requirements for the distribution plant. Previously, 
we had to keep an outside engineering source to 
do this for us. And fifth, the cooperative will save 
approximately $40,000 a year in state tax. With 
deregulation on the horizon, the cooperative 
needed to be flexible. Removing this regulatory 
oversight tremendously improved the cooperative’s 
flexibility. Now the cooperative can proudly state 
that it receives no federal subsidies. 

Nov. 27 — Thanksgiving 
Dec. 24 — Christmas Eve 
Dec. 25 — Christmas Day 
Dec. 31 — New Year’s Eve 
Jan. 1 — New Year’s Day 

||K jpc 4 mr\ 

On befiaif of the staff, emptoyees 

and management, zve ivisfiyou ad 

a joyous fiotiday season. 
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New addition offers 
worker comfort, drive-up 

window for member convenience 

00 

The addition to our office is moving along 
well. If you have driven by, you noticed that 
the outside is nearly completed. We will be 
providing a few extra conveniences to our mem¬ 
bers with this new facility, including a drive up 
window. A night drop will also be beside this 
window. We will probably be removing the night 
drop boxes that we installed a year ago. 

This addition will create a need for a differ¬ 
ent parking arrangement. Our drive will be one¬ 
way. Traffic will enter from the south entrance 
on Lewis Street and exit to the north on Holly 
Street. Instead of parking facing Fifth Avenue 
as we have in the past, we will be able to park 
facing the building and enjoy the walk to the 
new facility. The new facility will also be handi¬ 
cap accessible. 

We hope this addition will be completed the 
first week of December. We will probably be 
moving in and try to be in operation by mid- 
December. 

Basically, the addition will house the billing 
department, cashier’s office, and member ser¬ 

vice and executive offices. The old facility will 
be used to give the rest of the departments 
more room. The present cashier’s office will be 
used to house the engineering department. 

We hope we will be able to better serve our 
membership with this new addition. 

1998 Youth to Washington tour 
Does your high school junior or senior have 

an interest in government and American his¬ 
tory? Every June the electric and telephone 
cooperatives in Illinois send a group of young 
people to Washington, D.C. on the Youth 
to Washington program. During a full 
week in the nation’s capital, these 
students get an up-close look at 
democracy in action and meet with 
their downstate Illinois Congress¬ 
men. 

Since 1957 hundreds of fu¬ 
ture leaders have been introduced 
to government and the legislative 
process through this program. Many 
alumni of the program have gone on 
to leadership positions in our communi¬ 
ties and government. Two current members of 
the Illinois General Assembly, state reps. Tom 
Ryder and Art Tenhouse, are past members of 
the tour. 

Spoon River Electric Co-operative has made 

the tour available to high school junior and 

outh   mat' 

11 >■ \MF » S 

senior children of members. If your son or daugh¬ 
ter has an interest in government and would 
like to participate in the tour, please contact 
the cooperative as soon as possible. The esti¬ 

mated cost of the tour to the member is 
$700. This cost includes all travel, lodg¬ 

ing, meals, and tickets. Souvenirs 
and incidental items will be the 
participant’s only expenses. 
The Youth to Washington tour is 
recognized as one of the best 
youth tours of Washington, D.C. 

The tour is well-organized with 
good chaperones and is a bargain. 

Participants will see monuments and 
memorials, visit historical places and 

government offices, and meet Illinois con¬ 

gressmen and senators and their staffs. Several 

fun and exciting activities are scheduled, and 
your student will meet others from across the 
nation. 

For more information, contact the coopera¬ 

tive office at (309) 647-2700. 
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