
Safeguard your home: How we did it 
By Cindy Ladage and Janna Seiz, 

members of Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative Co. 

Accidents happen even to care¬ 
ful people. The first line of defense is 
prevention; the second is prepara¬ 
tion. Accidents can be prevented and 
consequences can be minimized. 

Last summer, we decided to 
make our lives safer. First, we de¬ 
signed emergency kits and placed 
them in all of our vehicles. They have 
come in handy many times for cuts, 
headaches and car sickness. We in¬ 
cluded first-aid items, a fire extin¬ 
guisher and jumper cables. 

Because so many accidents hap¬ 
pen in the home, we decided to focus 
on home safety. 

Getting Started 
First, we walked through our 

homes to assess what was right, 
wrong or missing. We looked for fire 
hazards, chemical dangers, and 
physical or structural hazards. Then 
we set up a communication plan to 
bring help. 

We did the walk through together 
so that one might catch something 
the other would miss. For example, 
Cindy had smoke detectors on the 
first and second floor, but Janna 
pointed out the danger of the need 
for a detector in the basement stair¬ 
well. 

What We Found 
While both families have desig¬ 

nated escape routes, it had been 
awhile since our families had re¬ 
viewed them. We now make reviews 
part of our fall heating season rou¬ 
tine. As furnaces, water heaters and 
storm windows are checked, we also 
review safety procedures. 

We installed smoke detectors on 
levels where there were none before. 
Fire extinguisher were in place on 

the first floors of each home, and we 
added one to the other levels and in 
the garage. We checked the gauges 
and found two out of three in one 
home needed to be replaced. We 
showed family members where the 
new extinguishers were, reminded 
them of the old ones, and reviewed 
their use. 

Emergency phone numbers were 
listed in both homes by the first-floor 
phone, and we added a list on each 
level. The list included, fire, police, 

doctors, insurance contacts, neigh¬ 
bors and family phone numbers. 

We read about carbon monoxide 
build-up in homes, so we bought de¬ 
tectors and installed them in our 
basements. Installing them was as 
simple as plugging 
them into a wall 
outlet. According 
to the package, po¬ 
tential sources of 
carbon monoxide 
are clogged chim¬ 
neys, gas or oil 
furnaces, gas wa¬ 
ter heaters, wood 
or gas fireplaces, 
wood stoves, auto¬ 
mobiles, and gas 
and kerosene 
heaters. Exposure 
can produce head¬ 
aches, dizziness, 
shortness of 
breath, and nau¬ 
sea, and can re¬ 
sult in permanent 
brain damage. 
Radon gass is an¬ 
other indoor air 
hazard. Radon is a 
colorless, odorless 
gas that comes from uranium in the 
soil and is the second leading cause 
of lung cancer. Cindy tested her home 
and found levels above the EPA’s ac¬ 
tion level of 4.0 pico curies per liter. 
By laying plastic in the crawl space 
and sealing it off from the rest of the 
basement, radon concentrations were 
reduced. Test kits are available in 
many hardware stores. 

We put a first-aid station on first 
floor levels in both homes. The first 
aid kits include: 
1. A 6-inch pressure bandage, to con¬ 
trol heavy bleeding; 
2. Two or three gauze roll bandage 
that are 2 inches by 5 yards; 
3. Three or four sterile gauze pads; 
4. An antiseptic cream; 
5. Band aids, including several sizes 
and shapes; 
6. A dozen safety pins, including 
some diaper pins for the heavy duty 
stuff, to hold bandages or slings to¬ 
gether; 
7. A roll of adhesive tape; 
8. Alcohol swabs; 

9. Tweezers; 
10. Scissors; 
11. Pain relievers, including non-as¬ 
pirin ones (remember, children 
should not be given aspirin without 
a doctor’s prescription because of the 

risk of Reye’s syn¬ 
drome); 
12. Cotton triangu¬ 
lar bandage to 
serve as a sling for 
an injured arm; 
13. Antiseptic 
wash; 
14. Nail clippers; 
15. Latex gloves; 
16. A CPR micro 
shield, which not 
only protects you 
from AIDS if you 
have to administer 
CPR, but also helps 
get a better seal 
over the lips so 
that you can be 
more effective. 
These may be hard 
to find. They are 
disposable form 
and cost about $6; 
17. Eye wash (look 
for one with eye 

cup built into top); 
18. Dust mask; and 
19. Although our household clean¬ 
ers are stored both in the kitchen and 
the bathroom, many are hazardous. 
Where we can, we buy multi-purpose, 
non-toxic biodegradable cleaning ma¬ 
terials. Where small children are in 
the home, make sure cleaning sup¬ 
plies are placed out of reach in child¬ 
proof containers. 

Keep cleaning solutions in their 
original containers, so you can refer 
to the label to determine when and if 
it is necessary to dial 911. Labels also 
help paramedics know how to treat 
the injured party. 

Remember, if you have small 
children, install cabinet locks and 
electrical outlet covers, and learn 
how to handle choking hazards. 

We thought our homes were safe 
ones, but we learned that we had 
gaps in our safety net. By working 
together, and with minimal time and 
expense, we vastly improved our 
homes’ safety. 

Allison Ladage, left, and her 
sister Carrie, right, review the 
use of a fire extinguisher. 
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Watts New 
McDonough Power Cooperative Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager’s 

Desk 
By Dickson L. Dunsworth 

1997 ’Youth to 
Washington’ Tour 

McDonough Power Cooperative will again spon¬ 

sor the Youth-to-Washington, D.C., and Youth-to- 

Springfield programs this spring. McDonough 

Power and McDonough Telephone Cooperatives 

sponsor this so that students can be introduced to 

government and the political process. 

Two 11-th or 12-th grade students from each 

high school in the respective service areas will 

receive an all-expense paid trip to Springfield on 

Wednesday, April 30. During the day, students 

will meet their elected senators and representa¬ 

tives at the Capitol and learn firsthand about the 

workings of state government. 

On that day, two students will be chosen by 

each cooperative to attend the Washington 

tour. The trip, set for June 13-20, allows students 

to meet with their senators and representatives 

and tour many historic and government sites of 

Washington, D.C. 

McDonough Power is very pleased to partici¬ 

pate in this program and hopes the experience 

for the students will be rewarding. If your stu¬ 

dent is not selected as a tour winner, and would 

like to be part of this educational experience, com¬ 

plete the coupon below and return to McDonough 

Power Cooperative, PO Box 352, Macomb, IL 

61455. 

Credit 
card 
news! 

McDonough Power Cooperative now ac¬ 
cepts Visa and Mastercard credit cards 
for electric bill payment. Try this con¬ 
venient way to pay your bill. 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, President • Stan Prox, Vice President • Jerry Riggins, Secretary • Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson • Michael Cox • Steve Youngquist • Steve Lynn • Kenneth Moore • John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 
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Winter storm safety tips 
BEFORE THE STORM 

• Keep ahead of the winter storm by listening 
to weather forecasts. 

• Check to see that your battery-operated radio 
and flashlights are in working order. Buy extra 
batteries. Check medical supplies, baby items and 
first aid supplies. 

• Make necessary trips for supplies before the 
storm develops. Stock up on canned and ready- 
to-eat foods (make sure you have a manual can 
opener in case of a power outage). 

• Make sure you have an alternate heat source 
and fuel. (Never burn charcoal or trash inside). 
Test your fire extinguisher and smoke detectors. 

• On the farm, move animals to sheltered 
areas, haul extra feed and provide ample water. 

• For your car or truck: Winterize your vehicle 
before winter begins. Keep your gas tank near full 
to avoid ice in the tank and fuel lines. Carry a 
winter survival kit including—blankets; flashlight 
with extra batteries, knife, high calorie, non- 
perishable food, extra clothing, a large empty can 
with plastic cover with tissues and paper towels 
for sanitary purposes; a smaller can and water¬ 
proof matches to melt snow for drinking water; 
sack of sand or cat litter: shovel; windshield 
scraper and brush; tool kit; tow rope; jumper 
cables; water containers: compass and road maps. 

IF CAUGHT IN A WINTER STORM 
• Stay inside. If you must go out, don't 

overexert yourself. 
• When using heat from fireplace or space 

heater, use fire safeguards and ventilate properly. 

• If there is no heat—close off unneeded rooms, 
stuff towels in cracks under doors. Cover win¬ 
dows at night. 

• Eat and drink: Food provides the body with 
energy for producing its own heat. Drink plenty 
of fluids to prevent dehydration. 

• Wear layers of loose-fitting, light weight, 
warm clothing—remove layers to avoid over¬ 
heating. perspiration and subsequent chilling. 

• Stay in your car or truck, you can easily 
become disoriented in wind-driven snow and cold. 

• Run the motor about ten minutes each hour 
for heat—open the window a little for fresh air 
and to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning. Make 
sure exhaust pipe is not blocked. 

• Make yourself visible to rescuers —turn on 
the dome light at night when running engine, tie 
a colored cloth (preferably red) to your antenna 
or door, raise the hood indicating trouble after 
snow stops falling. 

• Exercise from time to time by vigorously 
moving arms. legs, fingers, and toes to keep blood 
circulating and to keep warm. 

IF CAUGHT OUTSIDE 
• Find shelter —try to stay dry. cover all 

exposed parts of the body. 
• If you can't find shelter—prepare a lean-to, 

windbreak or snow cave for protection from the 
wind. Build a fire for heat and to attract help, place 
rocks around the fire to absorb and reflect heat. 

• Do not eat snow—it will lower your body 
temperature. Melt the snow first. 

Free weatherization book offered 
All it takes is a slim space one-twelfth of an 

inch wide around a door or window in your house. 
That's like a hole in your wall 4 by 5 inches wide, 
letting in our frosty Midwestern winter and let¬ 
ting out all that air you're heating. It's enough to 
sink your energy budget. Save yourself...all those 
dollars that are seeping through your home's 
cracks and insufficient insulation. Save yourself 
now, before your timbers start to shiver. Steps 

such as weather-stripping, caulking around win¬ 
dows and doors, adding efficient insulation in the 
attic, adding moisture to dry. winter air and 
covering fireplace openings with a screen or glass 
door will help in lowering heating and cooling 
costs. Your electric cooperative has a Home 
Weatherization booklet available with heating and 
cooling cost-saving measures. To obtain a free 
copy, call (309)833-2101. 

Nothing beats DIRECTV™ for family entertainment. 
The Channel 

Looking for television programs the whole family can watch? Look no further. DIRECTV 
brings you the very best in family viewing... with as many as 150 channels to choose from. If you 
want programming that satisfies every member of the family, nothing compaares to DIRECTV. 

The choice is clear. DIRECTV. 
Contact McDonough Power Cooperative at 309-833-2101 for more information. 

DIRECTVR and DSSR are registered trademarks of DIRECTV. Inc. a unit of Hughes Electronic Corporation. 

DIRECTV Equipment and programming sold separately. NRTC 1995. 
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* * Winter outage ready 
Illinois electric cooperatives are prepared for the worst. Are you? 

Ice on power lines is so heavy it’s like 

hanging a small car between each set of 

poles. Lines sag to the ground and poles 

can snap like tooth picks. Winter storms 

can cause long power outages at the 

worst possible time. Be sure you have 

the supplies you need like flashlights, 

blankets, food and water to ride out a 

winter power outage® 

Above all else remember to stay clear 

of any downed power lines. A power line 

on the ground can still be energized. 

The electric cooperatives of Illinois 

have an emergency plan and can send 

crews from across the state during large 

outages. But even with extra help winter 

outages can take a long time to repair. 

We appreciate your patience when thou¬ 

sands of customers are trying to call at 

the same time. Cooperation is the key to 

meeting nature’s challenge. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 
An Afirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employeer 
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Plan now for exterior lighting 

A fairly typical low-voltage lighting installation is pictured here. 
While not all the lamps are visible, the transformer unit and exterior 
wall outlet are. This installation is simplified because the wire is 
concealed under the decorative gravel rather than being in a trench. 
Note the mix of spotlights and floodlights. 

Wintertime can be danger¬ 
ous around the house if you 
have to get outside at all. If 
nothing else, the darkness can 
cause you to trip over some¬ 
thing carelessly left on your 
walkway. Or the long dark 
nights might conceal an icy 
patch that a little light might 
help you avoid. Or less likely, 
an intruder might lurk in those 
dark shadows. 

Whatever your concerns, a 
low-voltage outdoor lighting 
system can be a big help. In 
addition to providing added 
security and peace of mind, 
they can make your home more 
attractive and add value to your 
property. 

Low-voltage lighting is rela¬ 
tively easy to install. And while 
it’s a trifle chilly right now to 
be out puttering in your yard, 
we may have a few days of fair 
weather. Besides, spring can’t 
be far off! 

If you have an outdoor elec¬ 
trical outlet near the area where 
you want to install your lights, 
you’re a long way toward hav¬ 
ing the job done. Many of the 
units on the market have a cord 
from the centered box that you 

simply plug into the outlet, (see 
photo above) and a built-in 
sensor turns the light on and 
off automatically. Many kits 
available have some floodlights 
and a few spots, while some 
come with lights that are con¬ 
vertible. Look carefully to see 
what you’re getting. 

Kits are available in many 
department stores, while lum¬ 
beryards and home-supply 
stores offer them too. Usually, 
the home-supply places offer a 
better selection of kits. This ad¬ 
vantage may by offset by higher 
prices. 

All the kits you’re likely to 
find will come with fairly clear 
instructions, and most are de¬ 
signed simply so that very few 
tools are needed. If you buy a 
kit, be sure it has instructions 
with it, and that they’re un¬ 
derstandable. If you’re a little 
concerned, ask for clarification 
from a person in the store. 

While most of our discus¬ 
sion here centers on kits, keep 
in mind that if you buy a kit, 
you’re not stuck with just the 
lights, or just the wiring in it. 
You can buy additional lamps 
and wire at home-supply stores, 

so if you buy an eight-lamp kit 
and decide later that you need 
nine, you can buy the addi¬ 
tional material you need to add 
that last lamp. In fact, you don’t 
have to buy a kit at all. Home 
supply places have the materi¬ 
als to build a unit from scratch 
if you feel qualified to do that. 

Simply put, installing such 
a system is just a matter of 
attaching a transformer/sensor 
unit to the exterior wall of your 
house, and running a wire 
along your yard to where you 
want your lights to be. Of 
course, the unit needs to be 
close to your exterior outlet. 
You often can use decorative 
gravel or mulch to conceal the 
wire. Most light fixtures have 
pointed stakes, so you can eas¬ 
ily push them into the ground. 
If you don’t have mulch or 
gravel, you’ll need to dig a nar¬ 
row, shallow trench for the 
wires. 

Before you couple the wires, 
which is a fairly simple task, be 
sure your unit isn’t plugged in. 

But before you even start, 
give some thought to where you 
want your lights. In fact, you’ll 
need to have a feel for how 
many lights you want and how 
far apart you’ll want them be¬ 
fore you even go to the store. 
For example, if you want four 
floodlights set four feet apart, 
and two spots six feet apart, 
with the first spot eight feet 
from the last flood, you’ll need 
a six-light kit with enough wire 
to span the entire distance to 
all the lamps, plus enough to 
run from the transformer/sen- 
sor to the first lamp. 

After you get everything 
wired, but before you do any 
backfilling, you’ll need to plug 
your unit into the wall outlet 
and check to see that 
everything’s up and running. 
When you’re satisfied, cover the 
trench, if any, and do what 
repairs you need to do to your 
yard. 

You’ll find that you have an 
attractive, functional addition 
to your home that will give 
years of service and add value 
for years to come. 
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Watts New 
McDonough Power Cooperative Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager’s 

Desk 
By Dickson L. Dunsworth 

Did you know? 
McDonough Power continues to offer money¬ 

saving programs. Some of the programs offered 
are: 

Geothermal Rate—Members who have an all¬ 
electric home and use a geothermal heating and 
cooling system are eligible for our special geother¬ 
mal rate. A separate meter must be installed to 
record electricity used by the geothermal unit. All 
kilowatt-hours registered on this meter will be 
billed at 6 cents. There is a $2.50 monthly facility 

charge for this meter. 
Electric Heat Rate—Members using an elec¬ 

tric heating system as their primary source of heat 
are eligible for our electric heat rate. Under this 
rate, the first 1,000 kilowatt-hours will be billed 
at 10.5 cents, the next 4,000 kilowatt-hours will 
be billed at 6 cents, and all kilowatt-hours over 
5,000 will be billed at 8 cents. This rate is appli¬ 
cable only during the months of October through 
April. 

Electric Heat Rate (Metered)—members us¬ 
ing an electric heating system as in the above rate, 
but who have a separate meter installed to record 
only those kilowatt-hours used by the heating 
system, will be billed 6 cents per kilowatt-hour, 
plus a $2.50 facility charge. This rate is appli¬ 
cable only during the month of October through 
April. 

If you are interested, or think any of these 
rates apply to you, please contact our office. Re¬ 
member, it is our job to help and we are just a 
phone call away. 

Energy guide labels help smart shoppers 
If your freezer turns ice cream into milk shakes 

or if your dog licks dishes cleaner than your au¬ 
tomatic dishwasher gets them, it’s probably time 
to break down and buy that new appliance. 

But before you do, be sure you understand 
there’s more to the cost of an appliance than the 
sales price. There’s also the annual cost to run 
that appliance. That cost is provided to you 
through EnergyGuide labels. 

Each label provides the following information: 
1. The type of appliance, the capacity and the 
model are listed at the top. 
2. The large number in the center tells you the 
annual energy cost in dollars. This is based on 
estimated hours of use per year and a standard 
energy price. The energy price is the average for 
the entire country, and it changes as energy prices 
go up or down. Your actual price for energy may 

be higher or lower than the standard energy price. 
So, if you want to accurately determine your an¬ 
nual cost for running the appliance, call 
McDonough Power Cooperative before you go 
shopping and ask for their cost per kilowatt-hour. 
3. The yearly cost table allows you to estimate 
the annual operating cost based on your electric 
rates. If you’ve called your power cooperative 
ahead of time, just use the cost table to find the 
kilowatt-hour closest to yours. 
4. The line scale (to the left and right of the large 
number in the center) tells you how this appli¬ 
ance compares in operating costs with other com¬ 
parable models. One thing to be careful of though, 
is that this range is not updated regularly and is 
often not accurate. Since the ranges were deter¬ 
mined, appliance efficiency has greatly increased. 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, President • Stan Prox, Vice President • Jerry Riggins, Secretary • Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson • Michael Cox • Steve Youngquist • Howard Butler • Kenneth Moore • John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 
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(N 
co Set it and forget it 

You know what happens when you constantly 
speed up and slow down, or run your car at high 
speeds. You use a lot more fuel. The same is true 
of your heating system thermostat. Constantly 
changing your temperature setting consumes 
more energy. And setting it on high temperatures 
drastically increases your electric bill. So, pick a 
comfortable setting—between 68 degrees and 72 
degrees; set it and forget it. You’ll be comfortable. 
And you’ll get a lot more hours of heat per dollar. 

Avoid downed 
power lines 

1(309) 837- 

Winter is here. And your electric co-op is 
ready for it. But no matter how well we pre¬ 
pare. we cannot avoid downed power lines. 
Hours of freezing rain can snap a power line 
without warning. Snowbound trees can fall, 
taking several lines down with them. If you spot 
a downed power line, please stay away from it. 
Call us immediately at our emergency number. 
We’ll repair it and restore your power as quickly 
as possible. Rain or shine, day or night. 

McDonough Power Cooperative 

We Get Our Power From You. 

Ceiling fans help cut energy costs. 
A touch of nostalgia may do more than create 

the mood of a long-past, unhurried era. The slowly 
revolving blades of an electric ceiling fan are prac¬ 
tical as well as pretty. 

A fan may not drastically lower your power 
bills, but it will raise the comfort level of a room. 
In the winter, the turning blades force the rising 
warm air back down into the living area of a room. 
In houses with vaulted ceilings or wood-burning 

heaters, the fans do a good job of moving the heat 
from the ceiling area to where it is needed. In the 
summertime, the constant motion helps circulate 
conditioned air or offers slight breezes as a much 
less expensive alternative to air conditioning. 

You may discover extra advantages of a ceil¬ 
ing fan. If a fan is located above an open porch, 
screened porch or sunroom, the air movement will 
discourage insects, too. 

To report an outage 
1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers and see if your neighbor has power. 
2. If the problem appears to be with cooperative lines, call the outage line (309) 837-1400. 
3. Be prepared to give the service name and the map location number from where you're call¬ 
ing. 

Outage line number (309) 837-1400 

This number is manned 24 hours per day, 365 days a year. 
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Put the 
shine on 
Security lights are 
one of the best 
crime deterents 

Security systems are great, but you can stop 
most criminals from even considering your home 
with simple security lighting. 

Lighting is one of the biggest deterents to crime 
according to Citizens Against Crime, a national 
non-profit organization. They suggest lighting all 
around your house, but particularly exterior 
doorways. 

For just pennies a day you can protect your 
property with a security light from your electric 
cooperative. Call us today. 

"... men loved darkness 
rather than light because 

their deeds were evil." 
John 3:16 
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Simple detectors 
can save lives 

The increase in energy costs in the last 
couple of decades has put many people in a 
difficult situation. As we’ve “snugged up” our 
homes to prevent the loss or gain of heat, we’ve 
wound up with unexpected problems. 

Harmful by-products of the combustion pro¬ 
cess used to just slip out through 
all the little nooks and cran¬ 
nies that all houses had. 
With energy as inexpen¬ 
sive as it was, we re¬ 
sorted to a simple 
solution: We turned the 
thermostat up or down, 
depending on whether 
we needed more heating 
or cooling. If we thought 
about it at all, we un¬ 
derstood that our thermo¬ 
stat adjustment would cost us 
a few dollars more a couple of 
months down the road. 

During the winter, many turned to supple¬ 
mental heat, often using fireplaces, wood stoves 
or kerosene heaters, all of which add to the 
danger of fire. 

As energy costs went out the ceiling, we 
sought other ways to save. We added insula¬ 
tion, and took some other steps to avoid the 
loss of our heated or cooled air. We caulked 
and weather-stripped and covered our windows 
with film. New houses were built much tighter 
than older ones, and nearly all houses being 
built now are completely wrapped in plastic. 

This means that smoke and poisons such 
as carbon monoxide, which used to flow out 
without any trouble, were stuck in the house, 
along with its occupants. The comedian of the 
1960s who said “1 shot an arrow into the 
air. . . and it stuck!” might well have been re¬ 
ferring to air in many of today’s homes. 

Fortunately, there are devices on the mar¬ 
ket that will give you some warning of trouble, 
whether it’s from fire or carbon monoxide. The 
first has been around for some time. Smoke 
detectors have been used for years to alert people 
of fires in their homes. They’ve saved countless 
lives. They’re cheap, starting at about $5, and 
are easy to install. Illinois law requires that 
smoke detectors be installed in homes. 

You should have one near each sleeping 
area, in any basement stairway, and near any 
fossil-fueled supplemental heating unit. If you 
have battery-powered smoke detectors, change 

your batteries annually on the same date. Your 
birthday. New Year’s Day, or any other memo¬ 
rable time would be fine. 

Most battery-powered units will start “chirp¬ 
ing” when the battery’s getting low. Smart 
homeowners will change batteries before that 

happens. 
Carbon monoxide (CO) 

detectors have come on the 
market in the last few 
years, and are gaining 
in popularity as people 
come to realize that 
there’s a down side to 
having a snug house. CO 
is a killer gas that re¬ 
sults from any combus¬ 
tion process, including 
the burning of LP gas. 

natural gas, kerosene, wood, 
gasoline, charcoal, or whatever. 

There’s a simple rule about CO: “If 
something’s burning, it’s putting out CO.” 

CO can kill in just minutes, and if you 
have a gas water heater, cookstove or furnace 
in your house, you're potentially at risk. You 
can reduce your risk by having all fuel-burning 
appliances checked annually by a qualified ser¬ 
viceman. You can eliminate the risk of CO in 
your home by the use of new electric technolo¬ 
gies to heat your home, your water, and your 
food. 

Know the symptoms of CO poisoning, which 
many people often mistake for the flu, since 
the symptoms are similar. Headaches, drowsi¬ 
ness, nausea and a bright red or flushed face 
and neck are warnings, and you also may ex¬ 
perience a loss of vision, poor muscular co¬ 
ordination, an inability to concentrate, and 
memory loss. 

You can find CO detectors in the home sup¬ 
ply section of many department stores at about 
$30. Most simply plug into an outlet. 

While you’re thinking about CO detectors, 
it’s a good time to give some serious thought to 
installing a heat pump or geothermal system 
when you need to replace an existing fossil- 
fueled furnace. They’re cleaner and safer than 
gas or oil units, and far safer than burning 
wood or kerosene! 

For information about replacing home ap¬ 
pliances that use combustible fuel with electric 
appliances, talk to your friends at your local 
electric cooperative. They’ll be glad to help. 
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• Grant right-of-way for construction and 
maintenance of line to serve your neighbors, pro¬ 
viding adequate and reliable electric service to 
everybody on the system. 

• Notify the office when moving so electric ser¬ 
vice can be transferred to the new owner or dis¬ 
connected if no one will be using power. 

• Keep television antennas, silo filling pipes 
and other equipment clear of falling distance on 
all electric lines. 

• Teach children all the rules of electric safety, 
both indoors and outdoors. 

• Are careful when using trucks and farm 
machinery around poles, lines and guy wires. 

• Use extreme care when cutting trees near 
your electric lines. 

• Report anything that is wrong with the lines, 
such as bad poles, broken guy wires, broken 
strands on the line conductors and cracked or 
broken insulators. 

• Keep signs, fence wires, nails and other haz¬ 
ards off the poles for the safety of our linemen. 

Keep an eye on your cooking 
Some simple steps to prevent cooking fires — 
• Keep an eye on your cooking. 
• Move pot handles away from the edge. 
• Remove grease buildup and flammable materials. 
Cooking is the number one cause of residential fires. Remember to 

watch that pot, keep handles turned inward, and clear the cooking area 
of flammable materials like grease buildup, pot holders and dish towels. 

Across the 
Manager’s 

Desk 
By Dickson L. Dunsworth 

May we say 
thanks to our 
members who 

• Call promptly to notify the office when a 
power outage occurs, telling us exactly where the 
trouble is located and the cause. 

McDonough Power Cooperative Mission Statement 
McDonough Power Cooperative is member-owned and locally controlled. It’s mission is to 

provide, maintain and market quality electric service for the betterment of the membership and 
the area it serves at rates that ensure the financial soundness of the Cooperative. Revised, 
February 20, 1996. 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, President • Stan Prox, Vice President • Jerry Riggins, Secretary • Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson • Michael Cox • Steve Youngquist • Howard Butler • Kenneth Moore • John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 
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Electronic funds transfer available 
McDonough Power Cooperative offers a free 

Electronic Funds Transfer service to pay monthly 
electric bills. 

Easy and Convenient 
• Save money on postage and check-related 
charges. 
• No need to write and mail a check each month. 
• Be assured that your electric bill is paid on time 
every month. 
• No charge for the service and never a late pay¬ 
ment fee. 
• Monthly meter reading can be phoned into the 
business office. 

When will the funds transfer be made? 
The bill is due upon receipt. We electronically 

transfer funds on the tenth of the month or the 
next day. You still will receive a bill each month 

that will show your usage and the amount due. 
Your bank statement will show the amount paid 
and the date of the transfer. If there are insuffi¬ 
cient funds in your account, you may be charged 
a service fee by your bank and McDonough Power 
Cooperative. 

How to apply 
• Complete the agreement form below. Be sure 
the name on the agreement matches the name 
on your McDonough Power Cooperative account 
and on your bank account. 
• Attach a voided check or deposit slip to your 
agreement. 
• Return the completed agreement and your 
voided document to McDonough Power Coopera¬ 
tive, PO Box 352, Macomb, IL 61455. 
• Allow 2 billing periods to process your agree¬ 
ment. 

\ 1 

Automatic bill credit request form j 
The automatic bill credit plan is set up to pay your electric bill directly from your bank account. 

McDonough Power Coop. • PO Box 352 • Macomb, IL 61455 

Please complete form and mail with electric payment, return to office or mail separately. 

Name: (as shown on bill)    

Customer Account Number:  

Address:  

City, State, ZIP    

Home Phone: Business Phone:  

I,   (Checking Account Holder), authorize my bank to make monthly elec¬ 
tric payments directly to McDonough Power Cooperative and post them to my bank account. 

Bank Name:  Branch:   

(Attach a voided check or personal deposit slip showing your name and checking account num¬ 
ber). I understand that if at any time I decide to discontinue the automatic bill credit payment 
service, I will notify McDonough Power Cooperative. I understand that this agreement can be 
terminated by either party upon thirty days written notice. 

Signature (checking account holder)    

Address:    

Date:   
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Line Workers Wanted 
_ong and unpredictable 
Tours, hazardous working 
conditions, requires some 
weekend and holiday work. 
Must be able to leam com¬ 
plex technical job and lace 
adverse conditions with a 
smile. 

Fortunately, there are 
people who actually 
love a job like this. 

You'd think a job description like this would scare people off, 
wouldn't you? But it doesn't. In fact, these very demanding jobs attract 
some very dedicated people. People who understand the importance of 
keeping electricity in your home or business. People who know that 
they'll be out in the middle of the night in a driving snowstorm. People 
who just seem to be born with a desire to do more than just have a 
job. We'd like to thank our line workers for their hard work and 
dedication. And if you agree, give them a thumbs up when you see 
them at work. Your appreciation is a big reason they take such pride in 
a very tough job. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Rooted in Our Communities 
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Don’t fight that old 
gas mower - get a new 
cordless electric one! 

While it seems as though 
this winter has lasted for 14 
months, and while it often gives 
the impression that it’ll go on 
forever, it won’t. History tells 
us that most years in the last 
millenium or so have had a 
spring and a summer, and it’s 
reasonable to expect that this 
one will, too. 

With that in mind, it may 
be time to turn your thoughts 
to dragging out the lawn mower 
and getting it ready for the cut¬ 
ting season. And consider this: 
If you had trouble starting that 
old mower last year, you’ll prob¬ 
ably have even more trouble this 
time around! And if you want 
to get it into the shop before 
everyone else takes theirs in, 
now’s a good time to do that. 

If your mower’s old enough 
that you dread having to try 
starting it again, it just might 
be the time to junk that old 
dog and buy a shiny new 
cordless electric mower. They’re 
relatively inexpensive, require 
little maintenance, are easy to 
use and don’t cost a lot to op¬ 
erate. 

Cordless electric mowers, 
while fairly unusual, have a lot 
going for them. They’re easy to 
start, quieter and cost less to 
operate than their fossil-fueled 
counterparts, and they pollute 
far less. 

The U.S. Environmental Pro¬ 
tection Agency (EPA) conducted 
a nationwide study recently to 
check out the tailpipe emissions 
of gas mowers. The results were 
amazing. The agency determined 
that the typical gas mower emits 
eight times more nitrous ox¬ 
ides than the electrics, and 
3,300 times more hydrocarbons. 
They also emit 5,000 times as 
much carbon monoxide and 
more than twice the carbon 

dioxide per hour than electrics. 
Of course, these figures take 
into account the emissions of 
the power plants generating the 
electricity to run the cordless 
mowers. 

But there’s more. The study 
did not even consider emissions 
resulting from gasoline spills 
during refueling, which the EPA 
estimates may amount to 17 
million gallons a year. That’s 
more than the Exxon Valdez 
spilled when it ran aground. 

And it didn’t consider emis¬ 
sions from leaky gaskets and 
other engine parts, emissions 
that are released after a hot 
engine is turned off, and the 
hydrocarbons continuously 
emitted by gas tanks through 
evaporation. The California Air 
Resources Board estimates 
that these four types of 
emissions combined may 
actually be more polluting 
than the mowers’ tailpipe 
emissions. 

Just a few years ago, 
there were only two 
manufacturers of 
cordless mowers, Ryobi 
and Black & Decker. 
Now there are sev¬ 
eral, and it looks 
as though there 
will be more. 
MTD Corporation 
and Husqvarna 
have weighed in with their en¬ 
tries, and so has Briggs & 
Stratton —the world’s largest 
producer of air-cooled gasoline 
engines! Most cordless electric 
mowers come with one lead- 
acid battery, which can easily 
be recharged by plugging into 
a 120-volt outlet. The Briggs & 
Stratton model, however, has 
two. One can be used while the 
other’s recharging. They are 
portable and easily lifted out 

for exchange. 
As is its custom, Briggs & 

Stratton plans to supply “cus¬ 
tom” versions to mower manu¬ 
facturers who will market them 
under their own labels. So while 
you’ll be able to find plenty of 
mowers with Briggs & Stratton 
powertrains, don’t bother to look 
for a mower under that 
company’s brand. 

A recent survey of cordless 
mower users indicated that 
most were quite satisfied with 
their cordless mowers, citing 
light weight, ease of use and 
quietness as important factors 

in their satisfaction. 
But they offered 

suggestions for im¬ 
provement, too. 
Some recom¬ 
mended bigger 
batteries, because 
their mower 
wouldn’t cut their 
entire lawn at one 
go. Others wanted 
more power be¬ 
cause corldess 
mowers have 
trouble in tall, 
tough grass. 

Even so, most felt 
that the manufacturers 

were on the right track, 
and that cordless mowers 

will be an even bigger part 
of the lawn mowing scene of 

the future. And they’re almost 
certain to be. Some smog-bound 
municipalities are urging resi¬ 
dents to go back to the old reel- 
type mowers, and many are 
considering passing laws to pro¬ 
hibit gas mowers. 

While it’s difficult and of¬ 
ten counterproductive to try to 
predict the future, it’s pretty 
safe to bet that there’s a 
cordless electric lawn mower 
in your future! 
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Watts New 
McDonough Power Cooperative Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager’s 

Desk 
By Dickson L. Dunsworth 

Done your 
annual electric inspection? 
• Inspect power tools and electric lawn mowers 
before each use for frayed power cords, broken 
plugs and cracked or broken housings. If the 
product is damaged, stop using it and have it 
repaired or replaced. 
• Pay attention to warning markings on electric 
tools and appliances. Don’t allow tools to get wet. 
When using tools or extension cords outside, 
make sure they are marked for outdoor use. 
• Unplug all portable power tools when not in 
use. Power tools may contain internal parts 

that remain electrically alive while still plugged 
in —even though the tool is turned off. 
•Use and store power tools away from water 
sources to help avoid electric shock. Never use 
electrically-operated power tools in the rain. 
• Have a qualified electrician install Ground 
Fault Circuit Interrupter (GFCI) receptacles in 
outdoor outlets. After installation, test your 
GFCIs monthly. 
• Never carry an appliance by the cord and 
never yank the cord when disconnecting the 
appliance. AIu>ai/s pull the plug—not the cord. 
• Metal ladders conduct electricity. Watch out 

for overhead wires and power lines. 
• Electrically-powered mowers should not be 
used on wet grass. Use an extension cord de¬ 
signed for outdoor use and rated for the power 
needs of your mower. 
• To reduce the risk of cutting the cord while 
you’re mowing, cutting hedges, or trimming 
weeds, start in the area nearest the electrical 
outlet, then always work away from the outlet 
so the cord will be behind you. 

Dunsworth to head MAIDCO for second year 
At its recent annual meeting, Dick 

Dunsworth, manager of McDonough Power Co¬ 
operative, was reelected president of the Macomb 
Area Industrial Development Corporation 
(MAIDCO). MAIDCO is a not-for-profit corpora¬ 
tion whose goal is to increase jobs in the 
Macomb/McDonough County area through ex¬ 
pansion, retention and new industry. Its board 
of directors and membership consist of indi¬ 
viduals, business, civic, social, religious, fra¬ 
ternal, charitable, unions, governmental units 
and other not-for-profit corporations. 

Dunsworth was also presented with an out¬ 
standing community service award by Thomas 
Carper, mayor of Macomb, for the support and 
dedication he gives to the community. 

Dunsworth is chairman of the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives’job training and 
safety committee and serves on the Soyland 
Power Cooperative board of directors. Addition¬ 
ally he is on the Wesley Village Development 

Council, president of the Western Illinois Com¬ 
munity Development Corporation and a direc¬ 
tor of United Utility Supply Cooperative. 

How much? 
The average cost of operating electric 

gadgets has remained remarkably low. Be¬ 
cause electric gifts are economical, you 
know they will be well received. For just a 
few pennies, you can: 
Watch a movie at home-TV 

& VCR for 3 hours  7C 
Blow dry your hair with 

a hairdryer for 10 minutes 2C 
Brew morning coffee  3C 

Drip coffee maker, brew 15 minutes 
Keep warm one hour 

Make dinner in the 
microwave oven, 20 minutes 4C 

Surf the Internet; send an 
e-mail letter to a friend 1C 
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PSG Defender Plus 
whole-home power protection 

Every day, destructive electrical spikes and 
surges - caused by lightning or industrial and 
construction accidents involving utility poles - 
pass through the electrical lines and into your 
home. Once inside, these high-voltage spikes 
can cause damage to electronics found in many 
house-hold products like entertainment cen¬ 
ters, cordless telephones, microwave ovens, and 
more...anything plugged into an electrical out¬ 
let is susceptible to damage! 

Stopping high-voltage spikes 
The Home Guard Defender Plus, designed 

in cooperation with utility personnel for use by 
utility members, offers a comprehensive two- 
part system of power protection for your home 
appliances and electronic devices. 

First, the Home Guard Defender Plus pro¬ 
tection begins outside the home with a service 
entrance unit installed by utility personnel. This 
primary device has been specifically engineered 

to prevent catastrophic high-voltage spikes from 
entering your home, even while you’re away! 

Second, for your more sensitive electronic 
equipment, special plug-in protectors are in¬ 
cluded for use on PC’s, entertainment centers, 
garage door openers, microwave ovens, cordless 
telephones and more. 

Warranty 
The package warranty is simple! The ser¬ 

vice entrance unit carries a full 10-year prod¬ 
uct replacement warranty. All plug-in products 
carry a lifetime product replacement warranty 
and are accompanied by a down-line repair/ 
replacement warranty (ask for details) of all 
property connected equipment due to failure of 
the suppressor. 

For more information, contact 
McDonough Power Cooperative 

at 309-833-2101. 

Nothing beats DIRECTV™ 
for family entertainment. 

The Channel 

UTNN 
THE NASHVILLE NETWORK 

TLC 
THE LEARNING 

CHANNEL* 

Looking for television programs the whole family can watch? Look no further. 
DIRECTV brings you the very best in family viewing...with as many as 150 

channels to choose from. If you want programming that satisfies every member of 

the family, nothing compares to DIRECTV. 
_ The choice is clear. DIRECTV. 

Contact McDonough Power Cooperative at 309-833-2101 for more information. 

DIRECTVR and DSSR are registered trademarks of DIRECTV. Inc. 
a unit of Hughes Electronic Corporation. 

Equipment and programming sold separately. NRTC 1995. 

D I R E CTVL 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, President • Stan Prox, Vice President • Jerry Riggins, Secretary • Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson • Michael Cox • Steve Youngquist • Howard Butler • Kenneth Moore • John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 
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Plant trees 
the right way 
Your electric cooperative 
encourages you to plant trees, 
but not near power lines. 

Help us serve you better. Plant tall varieties (like 
maple, oak, spruce or pine) away from power lines. 
Or plant a shorter variety (redbud, dogwood, 
crabapple). Then, with proper pruning, you’ll enjoy 
beautiful trees that won’t endanger lines— or lives. 

Join the National Arbor 
Day Foundation and 
get ten flowering trees 
free. Send $10 to the 
foundation at 211 N. 
12th Street, Lincoln, 
NE 68508. You’ll also 
get The Tree Book and the bimonthly Arbor Day. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for all Illinois. 
An affirmative action, equal opportunity employer 
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Twenty dollars for a light bulb! Are you crazy? 
Why would you pay $20 for a light bulb? To 

save $50 to $100 on your electric bill. 
This is how much you can save when you re¬ 

place an incandescent bulb with a compact flo- 
rescent one. Fluorescents use far less electricity 
that incandescents do. You can replace a 100-watt 
incandescent with a 20-watt fluorescent—and still 
have the same amount and quality of light. 

In the last few years, compact screw-in fluo¬ 
rescent bulbs—just the right size for lamps, ceil¬ 
ing fixtures and recessed lighting—have been 
introduced for use throughout the home. They are 
much more technologically advanced than the 
flickering, humming fluorescent tubes you may 
be familiar with. 

One of the best features of these new 
fluorescents is that they last about 10,000 hours 
(10 to 13 times longer than an incandescent). This 
works out to over a year of continuous use. Under 
normal circumstances, a typical fluorescent bulb 
will last several years. During this time, you won’t 
need to buy new bulbs and you’ll spend less time 
changing bulbs in hard-to-reach places. 

Since the up-front expense is high, replace 
bulbs that get the most use first—kitchen, hall¬ 
ways, stairwells, porch—to realize your savings 
quicker. 

Incandescents turn as little as 6 percent of 
the energy they use into light; the rest goes to 
heat. If you are concerned about high cooling bills, 
this is an added incentive to switch. 

Tips on buying 
• Before you buy any fluorescent bulb for the first 
time, request a sales person to light it for you. 
Some brands may appear too yellow or too dim. 
• The least expensive bulb may not be your best 
choice in the long run. Compare life ratings with 
the cost. If the manufacturer does not offer a war¬ 
ranty, ask your retailer for one. 
• A regular light fixture needs a ballast before it 
will hold the compact fluorescent bulb. A ballast 
converts the house power to the form needed for 
the fluorescent. It also regulates the voltage and 
current. Some bulbs come with a built-in ballast. 
Consider buying a ballast that allows you to re¬ 
place just the bulb, since it should last as long as 
four to five bulbs. 
• Electronic ballasts are better than core and coil, 
or magnetic ballasts. They weigh less, start the 
light instantly, run silently, operate cooler and are 
flicker-free. 
• Some compact fluorescents are longer than regu¬ 
lar bulbs. To ensure a proper fit, measure your 
light fixture and seek brands that match 
incandescents in size. 
• Some fluorescents are not designed for enclosed 
fixtures. 

Other considerations 
• Full light output may be delayed one to two min¬ 
utes for some bulbs as they warm up. This is an 
intentional design feature that helps extend the 
life of the bulb. 
• Compact fluorescent bulbs do not work with dim¬ 
mer switches but many work with timers. 
• Outdoor lights may not last as long as those used 
indoors. Check the label to determine outdoor life 
and/or cold weather usage. 
• Consider using the full-spectrum fluorescents 
in rooms where you spend a lot of time. This type 
bulb is considered healthier, since the light it pro¬ 
duces contains all the colors of sunlight. Manu¬ 
facturers say this type of light reduces eyestrain 
and fatigue. 

Since purchasing a number of these bulbs at 
one time is expensive, you might consider buying 
one each time an incandescent bulb burns out. 
This way you can spread the initial cost out over 
time. 

There is another important reason to switch 
to fluorescents. Over 700 pounds of coal are 
burned to light an incandescent bulb over its life¬ 
time; a fluorescent only requires 180 pounds over 
its much longer life. Reducing energy usage has a 
positive impact on our environment. 

See, it really is a bright idea to spend $20 on a 
light bulb. 

Richard L. Hepburn is the author of “Understand¬ 
ing and Reducing Your Home Electric Bill” (Emer¬ 
ald Ink Publishing, $19.95). His book provides 
energy saving tips and information about the lat¬ 
est technology and inventions designed to help you 
cut your electric bill. Call (800) 324-5663 to order 
your copy. 

Savings calculation 
Compact fluorescent vs. incandescent 

20 Watt 100 Watt 
Fluorescent Incandescent 

Expected Life 10,000 hours 750 hours 

Watts used per hour 20 100 
Cost per watt hour* $0.00009 $0.00009 
Total cost of electricity 

over 10,000 hours $18.00 $90.00 

Cost of one bulb $20.00 $0.50 
Number of bulbs 1 13 
Total bulb expense $20.00 $6.50 

Total expense $38.00 $96.50 

Lifetime savings** $58.50 

* Your electric bill will show cost per kwh (kilowatt hour). A $.00009 
cost per watt hour equals $.09 per kwh. Your cost per kwh may be 
higher or lower. 
** Because lower wattage bulbs are cooler, you may realize an¬ 
other 25%-50% in lifetime savings due to lower cooling costs. 
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Watts New 
McDonough Power Cooperative Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager's 

Desk 
By Dickson L. Dunsworth 

A word of advice: DUCK! 
Now that the weather’s nicer, you’ll be out and 
Some of your projects may put you on the roof, 

others may have you moving tall poles or machin¬ 
ery, Sure, you know the power lines are there, 
but they may be closer than you think. Don’t for¬ 
get to duck, whether you’re in a tree cutting out 

dead limbs or on a ladder scraping old paint from 
your house. 

In the midst of these busy weekend chores, 
remember—safety is the top priority. When you’re 
climbing that tree, walking on that roof and mov¬ 
ing that ladder, DUCK! Make sure you and your 
work tools clear any overhead electric power lines. 

Electricity is a safe and reliable co-worker. 
Just use good sense and caution. 

When moving machinery 
around your property, look up 
and live. A few moments of 
care can add up to a longer 
life. At home or on the farm, 
when you’re working under 
electric lines. . .duck! Do your jobs 
safely. 

A safety message from your friends 
at McDonough Power Cooperative. 

Learn the four Rs of electrical safety 
Each year thousands of people are injured or 

die from electrical fires and electrocution. An es¬ 
timated annual average of 155,000 residential 
electrical fires claim more than 700 lives, cause 
6,800 injuries, and result in over $1 billion in 
personal property damage each year. 

McDonough Power Cooperative, as part of an 
overall effort to reduce these accidents, has joined 
forces with the National Electrical Safety Foun¬ 
dation in a public education program to raise the 
awareness of electrical safety. 

In May, the National Electrical Safety Foun¬ 
dation kicks off National Electrical Safety Month 
to remind citizens about the four Rs of electrical 
safety: 

• Respect the power of electricity. 
• Read and follow the operating instructions 

that come with every electrical product. 
• Replace worn or frayed electrical cords. 
• Relocate appliance cords so that grown-ups 

won’t walk on them and children can’t pull 
on them. 
You can assure the success of National Elec¬ 

trical Safety Month by practicing electrical safety. 
McDonough Power is proud to be an integral 

part of moving this important initiative forward 

to promote and increase the awareness of electri¬ 
cal safety. 

If your water heater springs a 
leak, where does the water go? 

1, 

A water heater is one of those things 
you don’t think about until there’s a 
problem, like a leak or a burst pipe. 
Then it has your undivided attention. 
Every year, thousands of water heaters 
break or just wear out. And many times 
the result is a flood of water inside a 
home causing thousands of dollars in 
damage. Not to mention the inconve¬ 
nience. But damage from a water heater is easy 
to avoid. Take a minute now to be sure yours is 
installed in a tub capable of handling a lot of 
water. Look for a drainage pipe leading out of 
the house. And make sure the pipe isn’t ob¬ 
structed. Then, if your water heater springs a 
leak it will at least water the lawn. Instead of the 
living room carpet. 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
We Get Our Power From You. 
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SOME PEOPLE ARE SHOCKED 
BY WHAT THEY FIND WHEN 
THEY DIG IN THEIR YARDS. 
It's that time of year when people begin pok¬ 
ing all kinds of holes in the ground. New trees, 
shrubs, fence posts, mail boxes; you name it. 
All require some digging, and a hole from a 
foot to several feet deep. The problem these 
days is that you don't really know what you 
are going to dig into. It may only be a few 
earthworms or the ball point pen you lost a 

few years ago. On the other hand, it could be 
a buried utility line. Like 220 volts of electric¬ 
ity. Or you may chop right into the cable TV 
line just in time for your favorite program. All 
of which would be unpleasant. And some of 
which could be downright dangerous. So, call 
your local utility before you start to dig. They'll 
help you avoid the shocks. 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, President • Stan Prox, Vice President • Jerry Riggins, Secretary • Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson • Michael Cox • Steve Youngquist • Howard Butler • Kenneth Moore • John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 

MAY 1997 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



Taking the Big (Step? 
When you take that big step and remodel or build your new home, 

spend as much time thinking about your home’s energy source as you did 

your China and crystal, the floor plans, and the carpet pattern. 

When you choose electricity, you choose the safe, dependable, low- 

cost alternative. No flames. No fiimes. No fuel tanks to fill. 

Good for all Illinois. 

An affirmative action, equal opportunity employer 
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Handy gadgets offer convenience, savings 
Once in a while gadgets come along that look 

like they might make life easier, more convenient 
or less expensive, and Intermatic, Inc., a Spring 
Grove, Illinois firm, has three that look like win¬ 
ners. 

One is a small night 
light with a difference. 
Called the PR3 Power 
Failure Safety Light, it 
comes on full blast the 
instant the power goes 
out, and stays on for an 
hour or so. It’s frustrat¬ 
ing and potentially haz¬ 
ardous to grope around 
in the dark for a flash¬ 
light, and this little gem 
helps you avoid that. 
Billed as three lights in 
one, it serves as an 
emergency power fail¬ 
ure light, can be used as 
a flashlight, and the in¬ 
dicator light that tells 
you it’s charging gives 
off enough light to serve 
as a night light. 

It plugs into a stan¬ 
dard household electri¬ 
cal outlet, so it’s always 
charged and ready for 
use. It has a twist-off 
cover that enables you 
to change the crypton 
bulb without a lot of 
fuss. 

The Easytrac Power 
Outlet Kit lets you add 
electrical outlets virtu¬ 
ally anywhere they’re 
needed, without any 
wiring. Designed for 
quick and easy installa¬ 
tion, the kit also elimi¬ 
nates those jumbled 
masses of tangled wires, 
extension cords and overloaded outlets that seem 
to proliferate in homes and offices. 

The system features a pre-wired track that you 
can install in minutes on virtually any interior 
surface. You simply plug the grounded starter into 

a standard electrical outlet and connect the pre¬ 
wired track components, then place the recep¬ 
tacles where you want them. Then you snap the 
cover over the track to finish the job. You can move 

the outlets around eas¬ 
ily as your electrical 
needs change. 

Available in white 
and almond, the units 
can be painted, papered 
or decorated to match 
any decor. They are 
childproof, and won’t 
operate unless all com¬ 
ponents are properly 
installed. 

The firm’s new 
heavy duty timer is big¬ 
ger and sturdier than 
those little timers 
people have used for 
years to turn lights on 
and off to discourage 
burglars. It enables you 
to maintain your 
home’s comfort level 
while saving money by 
saving electricity. 

Instead of agoniz¬ 
ing over leaving your air 
conditioner running all 
day, or spending your 
first hour back home in 
stifling heat, the timer 
allows you to set a room 
air conditioner to come 
on about half an hour 
before you’re due home. 
It will do the same thing 
for you in the winter, by 
activating a space 
heater. 

The timer, the 
TN311C model, has a 
15-amp, 1 horsepower 
rating, making it ideal 

for use with all air conditioners that have a stan¬ 
dard plug. 

These products are all UL listed and CSA cer¬ 
tified, and are available at hardware stores, home 
centers, discount outlets and mass merchants. 

The Intermatic Heavy-Duty Grounded Timer 
automatically controls air conditioners and other 
heavy-duty loads, providing an excellent way to 
shrink electric bills. 

The Easytrac Surface Power Outlet Kit from 
Intermatic permits electrical outlets to be added in 
workshops and other locations without any wiring. 
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Watts New 
McDonough Power Cooperative Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager’s 

Desk 
By Dickson L. Dunsworth 

Soyland Power Cooperative of Decatur, Illinois, 
our power supplier, has negotiated a reduction in 
debt owed to the Rural Utilities Service (RUS). The 
restructuring of their debt allows them to lower 
rates to their member cooperatives. McDonough 
Power Cooperative will benefit from Soyland’s 
lower wholesale rates. 

Remember. . . 
“Peak 90”—June 15 

Most businesses want you to buy more of what 
they sell, that's not necessarily true of your elec¬ 
tric cooperative. Sure, we want you to have all the 
electricity you need. But we also want you to get a 
lot of value for your power dollar. Wise use is one 
way to do that. Cooperatives were created to pro¬ 
vide services to members, not profits to stockhold¬ 
ers. That’s why McDonough Power is encouraging 

With the advancement of deregulation of the 
electric industry, the Soyland board of directors 
saw a desperate need to be prepared to meet com¬ 
petition. 

The Soyland hoard made the decision to lower 
rates slightly, then aggressively pay off their debt 
in approximately 5 years. At the end of the 5 year 
period, rates will be lowered drastically. 

The last 3 months the Purchase Power Adjust¬ 
ment Costs (PPAC) for McDonough Power have 
been approximately 15 percent lower. This has 
lowered the cost of electricity to about what it was 
in 1988. 

In summary, with Soyland lowering their debt, 
and reducing wholesale power rates to McDonough 
Power, we can offer a reduced power costs to our 
members. This also insures McDonough Power will 
be your power source for many years to come. 

-Sept. 15 
you to remember “PEAK 90” June 15-Sept. 15. 

We are requesting MPC consumers to use 
major appliances or equipment before 12 noon or 
after 8 p.m., June 15-Sept. 15. This helps control 
your peak demand and allows us to pass that sav¬ 
ings on to you. 

Are you guilty of bad laundry habits? 
Do you have bad laundry habits? A number of 

small changes in your laundry habits can help 
reduce the amount of energy you use. Here are 
some tips for using your clothes dryer. 

• When drying clothes, fill, but do not overfill, 
the machine. 

• Do laundry during off-peak hours if special 
rates are available. 

• Always keep the dryer’s lint filter and exhaust 
duct clean. 

• If you are going to iron the clothes, you need 
only dry the load to damp-dry. 

• Dry several loads consecutively to avoid los¬ 
ing the heat and use the dryer's automatic cycles 
to avoid over drying. 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, President • Stan Prox, Vice President • Jerry Riggins, Secretary • Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson • Michael Cox • Steve Youngquist • Howard Butler • Kenneth Moore • John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 
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<N 
CO Nominating committee will meet June 26. 

Members of the 1997 nominating committee have 
been appointed by the McDonough Power Coopera¬ 
tive board of directors. The committee will meet at 
Cerar’s Barnstormer Restaurant, June 26 at 7 p.m. 
to nominate candidates for election to the board of 
directors at the 1997 annual meeting of members to 
be held Aug. 18 at the Fellheimer Auditorium in 
Macomb. 

District 1 (composed of the West half of Scotland 
Township and East half of Chalmers Township in 
McDonough County): John Patrick, 820 Indian Road, 
Macomb, IL 61455. 

District 2 (composed of all Lamoine, Bethel and In¬ 
dustry Townships in McDonough County and parts 
of Brooklyn, Littleton and Oakland Townships in 
Schuyler County): Gene Parks, 6495 N. 550th Road, 
Colchester, IL 62326; Terry Carnahan, 2180 E. 900th 
Street, Macomb, IL 61455. 

District 3 (composed of all Hire, Tennessee, 
Colchester and the West half of Chalmers Townships 
in McDonough County and parts of Fountain Green 
and Hancock Townships in Hancock County): Rob¬ 
ert Martin, 2250 N. Coal Road, Colchester, IL 62326. 

District 4 (composed of all of Blandinsville, Sciota 
and Emmett Townships in McDonough County): 
Robert Bland, 480 Emory Road, Macomb, IL 61455. 

District 5 (composed of the East half of Scotland and 
all of New Salem, Eldorado and Mound Townships 
in McDonough County and part of Harris Farmers 
and Vermont Townships in Fulton County): A1 Cook, 
21845 N. 850th Road, Adair, IL 61411; Ed Coker, 
16380 N. 1100th Road, Macomb. IL 61455. 

District 6 (composed of all of Macomb, Walnut Grove, 
Bushnell and Prairie City Townships in McDonough 
County and part of Lee in Fulton County): Louis Keith 
Ellis, 12670 N. 2000th Road, Good Hope, IL 61438. 

District 7 (composed of all of Raritan, Point Pleas¬ 
ant, Swan Creek, Greenbush and Media Townships 
in McDonough County): Donnie Gipe, 218 20th Av¬ 
enue. Roseville, IL 61473. 

District 8 (composed of all of Biggsville, Tompkins, 
Ellison, Roseville, Lenox, Monmouth and Spring 
Grove Township in Warren County): Wayne 
Brunswig, 1027 Old U.S. Hwy 34, Monmouth, IL 
61462; Steve Armstrong, 1071 State Hwy 164, 
Monmouth, IL 61462. 

Galesburg, Cedar and Indian Point Townships in 
Knox County): Lauren Still, 1476 190th Avenue, 
Cameron, IL 61423. 

The bylaws of the Cooperative provide that nomi¬ 
nations to the Board of Directors may be made by: (1) 
The Nominating Committee, (2), A petition signed by 
15 or more active members, the petition must be re¬ 
ceived at the principal office of the Cooperative at 
least 30 days before the annual meeting or (3) nomi¬ 
nations can be made from the floor at the annual 
meeting. 

The terms of directors from Districts 2, 5, and 8 
expire this year. Directors presently serving on your 
board of directors are: District 1, Michael Cox; Dis¬ 
trict 2, Jerry Riggins; District 3, William Pollock; Dis¬ 
trict 4, Stan Prox; District 5, Steven L. Lynn; District 
6, Kenneth Moore; District 7, Mark Anderson; Dis¬ 
trict 8, Howard Butler, and District 9, Steven 
Youngquist. Section 5. Nominations. It shall be the 
duty of the board to appoint, not less than forty days 
nor more than one hundred twenty days before the 
date of a meeting of the members at which board 
members are to be elected, a committee on nomina¬ 
tions consisting of two members from each district 
in which a director is to be elected and one member 
from each of the other districts served by the coop¬ 
erative. No member of the board may serve on such 
committee. The committee shall prepare and post at 
the principal office of the cooperative, at least thirty 
days before the meeting, a list of nominations for di¬ 
rectors, which shall include at least one or more can¬ 
didates for each board position to be filled by the 
election. The secretary shall be responsible for mail¬ 
ing with the notice of the meeting or separately, but 
at least seven days before the date of the meeting, a 
statement of the number of board members to be 
elected and the names and addresses of the candi¬ 
dates nominated by the committee on nominations. 
Any fifteen or more members acting together may 
make other nominations by petition and the secre¬ 
tary shall post such nominations at the same place 
where the list of nominations made by the commit¬ 
tee is posted. Nominations made by petition, in or¬ 
der to be valid, must be received at the principal office 
of the cooperative at least thirty days before the meet¬ 
ing. Any nomination by petition which meets the re¬ 
quirements of the bylaws, shall be set forth in the 
annual meeting notice as nominations made by pe¬ 
tition and any such nominations shall appear on the 
official ballot. Nothing contained herein shall, how¬ 
ever, prevent additional nominations to be made from 
the floor at the meeting of members. 

District 9 (composed of Kelly, Coldbrook, Floyd and 
Berwick Townships in Warren County and Parts of 
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Expecting a lull 

house this summer? 
Company from out of town? 

Friends from the neighborhood? 
Kids in an out all day long? 

Your home could be booked up all summer. Keep things cool and 

friendly with an economical and highly efficient geothermal heat pump. 

Call your local electric cooperative today for more information about 

geothermal heat pumps. WeMI help you keep your cool. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for all Illinois 
Affirmative Action, equal opportunity employers 
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Saving electricity while on vacation 
As we get into the vacation season, we are fast 

approaching another season, too. It’s the “miss¬ 
ing vacation electricity savings” season, and it 
happens to many of us. Most electric co-ops note 
that people coming into their offices to pay their 
electricity bills are puzzled. 

Generally, their puzzlement is expressed like 
this: “I’ve been away on vacation for two weeks, 
and my house sat empty for half a month. 
Why isn’t my bill only half as big as 
normal?” 

We hear similar questions 
from winter vacationers. 

But whether you’re a 
summer vacationer enjoy¬ 
ing the rush of interstate 
driving and standing in 
line at theme parks, or a 
winter vacationer seeking 
the thrills of the lift line at 
Mt. Breakneck, your house will 
use energy while you’re gone. 

The experts would tell you 
that your house has a base 
load. What that means is that 
there are things that cycle 
on and off in your house 
that you don’t think 
much about. They’re 
there for your conve¬ 
nience, but they work 
so quietly that you tend to 
forget they’re there. 

We tend to remember the us¬ 
age we initiate and forget the others. 
If we turn on lights, we know about it. If 
we cook on the electric range or bake in the 
oven, we remember that. If we use a dishwasher 
to wash a load, we know that the motor runs and 
the machine uses hot water and we’re going to pay. 

But all those other gadgets keep “doing their 
thing” whether you’re home or not. And those ras¬ 
cals are the ones that steal your vacation savings. 

Here are a few ideas that will help you save at 
least some money while you’re on vacation. 

First, if you’re a summer vacationer, you will 
save the most by shutting your air conditioner 
completely off. Winter or summer, comfort condi¬ 
tioning is the biggest user in most homes. Be ready 
for a couple of uncomfortable hours when you get 
home, though. 

The next biggest user when you’re gone is likely 
to be either your refrigerator and/or freezer, or 
your water heater. 

If you have separate refrigerators and freez¬ 

ers, you have an opportunity to save some money, 
possibly by emptying the stuff from your fridge 
and putting it into your freezer. Of course, you’ll 
need to be careful of things that can be damaged 
by freezing. Then, all you need to do is unplug the 
fridge. 

You can save even more if you can figure out 
how to empty them and shut them both off. 

A rule of thumb is that 
it costs you about a dollar 

a day for hot water, and 
that will be reduced by time 

away from home, but not by 
too much. When you’re gone 

and not using hot water, you’d 
think the thing wouldn’t use any 

electricity at all, but it still has to 
maintain the temperature you set 

on your thermostat. 
While it costs less to maintain a 

set temperature than it does to heat 
cold water, each time your heating ele¬ 

ments come on, your meter registers that 
usage. And some of your vacation sav¬ 
ings vanish. 

The quickest, simplest way to reduce 
the water heater’s usage is to turn the 
thermostat down. It won’t cycle on as of¬ 
ten or for as long a time. Be sure to reset 
it when you get home and give it a couple 
of hours to get back to its normal tempera¬ 
ture before you do anything that requires 
hot water. 

If you’re really determined to save 
money, you can shut the water heater cir¬ 
cuit off. Whatever you do, don’t do this if 
you’re a winter vacationer! 

If you have lights and timers to discour¬ 
age burglars, they will use some electricity, 
and you expect that. But your sump pump 

may well run sometimes, and many homes have 
miscellaneous other gadgets, such as clocks, 
aquarium heaters, water bed heaters and so on. 
But once you’ve taken care of the air conditioner, 
refrigerator, freezer and water heater, you’ll have 
gone a long way toward saving on your vacation 
energy bill. 

But there’s still a joker: Most of us, when we 
get home from a two-week vacation, have almost 
exactly two weeks of laundry to do. The water 
heater, washing machine and dryer all have to play 
catch-up, and that goes on your bill, too. 

Even so, if you follow a few simple steps, you 
can at least take some of the expense out of your 
vacation. For most of us, every little bit helps. 
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Watts New 
McDonough Power Cooperative Macomb, Illinois 61455 

the 
Manager’s 

Desk 
By Dickson L. Dunsworth 

Guard against lightning damage 

There are some 2,000 thunderstorms in 
progress over the Earth at any given moment. 
And although we need the rain that thunder¬ 
storms bring, the lightning that often comes 
with them can be very dangerous. 

At least 100 Americans are killed each year 
by lightning. That’s more than the death toll 
caused by tornadoes, hurricanes or floods. Light¬ 
ning strikes the earth 100 times each second. 
Lightning is very fast, half the speed of light, 
and very hot, five times the temperature of the 
surface of the sun. 

Lightning protection 
Lightning is spectacular and beautiful, but 

devastating, especially to electric utilities. Homes 
and forests also fall victim to the devastation 
caused by lightning. 

To protect substations, utilities erect light¬ 
ning masts, not unlike lightning rods on barns 
and houses. Lightning arrestors are also in¬ 
stalled on transformers and throughout the elec¬ 
tric system. A lightning arrestor acts as an 
insulator at normal voltage. But when high 
voltage caused by lightning hits, it literally ex¬ 
plodes, causing a short circuit and outage, but 

protecting the line and equipment from damage 
that would take longer to repair. 

Lightning damages or destroys 30,000 houses 
per year and starts half of all fires in our na¬ 
tional forests. Because lightning is such a ma¬ 
jor cause of outages and a threat to the lives of 
linemen, electric utilities across the country 
are doing more to learn about lightning and 
how to control its damage. 

After a storm, members say their co-op's 
“power surges” destroyed their refrigerator or 
damaged a computer, TV or microwave oven. In 
most cases the damage was caused all at once 
or over time by lightning. 

The problem is more noticeable now be¬ 
cause modern electronic equipment is more 
sensitive to power dis¬ 
turbances. 

You can buy 
surge protector out¬ 
let strips for your ex¬ 
pensive equipment. 
For computers we 
recommend installing 
a dedicated circuit 
just for the computer 
to isolate it from other ap¬ 
pliances or equipment. If you have questions 
about your home's wiring contact a licensed 
electrician. Have him check the circuit box and 
grounding system. 

We highly recommend the meter base surge 
suppressor. They really work! It will provide 
protection from lightning surges coming from 
the cooperative side of the meter. For more 
information, contact McDonough Power Coop¬ 
erative at (309) 833-2101. We'll be glad to talk 
to you about our Home Guard Defender Plus. 

Attend your 1997 annual meeting! 
McDonough Power Cooperative’s annual meeting 

will be Aug. 18 at Fellheimer Auditorium in Macomb Jr./Sr. High School. It’s a vital 
part of your role as a McDonough Power Cooperative member to attend. 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JULY 1997 



Happy 
Birthday, 
America! 

Have a picnic. Bake a cake. Watch the fire¬ 
works. However you celebrate America’s birth¬ 
day with neighbors, families and friends, be 
sure to use a little caution and common sense 
to keep your festivities safe and sound. For 
example: 
★ Make sure a fireworks expert handles the 

displays. 
★ Designate responsible adults or older teen¬ 

agers to supervise sports activities. 
★ Make sure there is always someone in charge 

of grills, barbecues and campfires. 
★ Keep all perishable foods thoroughly chilled, 

and place them in a cooler. 
A little pre-planning can add a lot to mak¬ 

ing your celebration fun and safe for everyone. 
Have a happy Fourth! 

Remember “peak 90” 
Most businesses want you to buy more of 

what they sell, but that's not necessarily true 
of your electric co-op. Sure, we want you to 
have all the electricity you need. But we also 
want you to get a lot of value for your power 
dollar. Wise use is one way to do that. 

Cooperatives were created to provide ser¬ 
vice to members, not profits to stockholders. 
That’s why McDonough Power is encouraging 
you to remember “Peak 90’’ June 15-Sept. 15. 

We are requesting MPC consumers to use 
major appliances or equipment before 12 noon 
or after 8 p.m., June 15-Sept. 15. This helps 
control our peak demand and allows us to pass 
that savings on to you. 

Office closing 
McDonough Power Cooperative will be 

closed Friday, July 4, in observance of 
Independence Day. 

The office will reopen, Monday, July 
7, at 8 a.m. 

Capital credit 
allocation 

The bylaws of the cooperative state that the 
cooperative pay capital credits to each member 
in excess needed to establish general reserves. 

Capital credit refunds have been paid to all 
members through 1975. 

The capital credit refund factor for the year 
1996 is 0.0306 percent. This percentage factor 
is multiplied times the amount of revenue you 
paid the cooperative for electricity during the 
year 1996. This amount is assignable on the 
books of the cooperative for the year. If you 
wish to know what amount is assigned to your 
account, please contact the cooperative. 

Look 
before 
you 
lop. 

Amazing how those hedges and shrubs 
grow this time of year isn’t it? Across 
America, the electric shears are at work. 
Trimming. Pruning. Shaping. And ppjfftt. 
Cutting hundreds of extension cords. Try 
to avoid cutting your extension cord by 
using heavy-duty, bright orange cords. But 
if it does happen, remember that one end 
of the severed cord is a live wire that can 
cause serious injury. Immediately unplug 
the cord from the wall outlet. For maxi¬ 
mum safety, buy a new cord instead of 
trying to repair the old one. And next time, 
look before you lop. 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
We Get Our Power From You. 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, President • Stan Prox, Vice President • Jerry Riggins, Secretary • Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson • Michael Cox • Steve Youngquist • Howard Butler • Kenneth Moore • John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 
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CHILL! 

Put the sizzle in your steak, 
not your home 

One of the joys of summertime is a juicy steak, grilled over a hot flame. But who could 

enjoy it in a hot, humid home? 

With a geothermal heat pump, you'll have cool comfort in the summer and snug cozi¬ 

ness in winter. A geothermal heat pump uses the earth's energy to provide cooled or 

heated air—and will pay for itself in a few years. 

For more information about the advantages of geothermal heat pumps, call your local 

electric cooperative. Well help you keep your cool. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for all Illinois 
Affirmative Action, equal opportunity employers 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JULY 1997 



Surge protection 
for your electric appliances 

The experts tell us that there are some 2,000 
thunderstorms in progress over the earth at any 
given moment. Our first impulse on hearing such 
news might well be to ask, “Who counts these 
things?” But we do need to take them seriously. 

As some people busy themselves counting 
thunderstorms, others, it seems, are counting 
lightning strikes, and they tell us that lightning 
strikes the earth 100 times a second. 

Still another group checks lightning’s speed 
and temperature. Its members tell 
us that lightning travels half 
the speed of light and is 
very hot: some five times 
the temperature of the 
surface of the sun, in 
fact. 

Of course, part of the 
reason people tell you 
these things is to get you 
to stay out of storms and 
away from lightning. We 
encourage you to avoid 
them when possible. 

But lightning is not 
only dangerous, it’s also 
destructive. Strikes on 
power lines can travel into 
homes and equipment, and has been known to 
destroy appliances. 

Electric utilities do as much as possible to 
protect their systems from lightning. They install 
lightning arresters where needed, and have light¬ 
ning rods in their substations to draw away the 
tremendous voltage lightning brings. While this 
protects utility equipment, it also helps protect 
yours. 

But if you really want to protect the electrical 
equipment in your home, you should have a 
whole-house surge-suppression protection sys¬ 
tem installed, just to be on the safe side. 

A whole-house surge suppressor is a good idea 
for several reasons. For example, most individual 
lightning strikes don’t fry your motors and mi¬ 
crochips in one fell swoop. Instead, each one does 
a tiny amount of damage, and that damage gradu¬ 
ally keeps adding up until your refrigerator, 
washer, computer, microwave oven or TV set fi¬ 
nally gives up the ghost. 

That fact is a good argument for a whole-house 
surge protector, which should prolong the life of 
much of your electrical equipment. 

When you think of adding a couple of years to 
the life of a refrigerator, freezer, washer, dryer, 

dishwasher, microwave oven, and a TV set or two, 
the $100-$ 150 investment in surge protection 
might well look like small potatoes. 

It is also recommended that you further pro¬ 
tect such equipment with additional surge pro¬ 
tection, either at the outlet or with a multiple 
outlet strip that includes some surge protection. 
Much of the wear and tear on your equipment is 
inflicted by your other equipment. Electric mo¬ 
tors require from three to six times as much elec¬ 

tricity to start as they actually use to 
run, and each time one starts 

up, a surge, or spike, runs 
through the circuit, and 
each little spike is a nail 
in the coffin of your other 
equipment. 

Since electronic 
equipment is especially 
sensitive, and is usually 
also expensive, wiring ex¬ 
perts suggest that you have 
a separate circuit installed 
just for your expensive, 

delicate stuff. This is 
especially true of the 
home office, with its 
computer and periph¬ 

erals, fax machine, laser printer and all the other 
necessities. While not necessarily essential, it’s 
a good idea to have an uninterruptible power sup¬ 
ply, or UPS, to allow for a gradual and orderly 
shutdown of computer equipment without loss 
of data. UPS units include a sensor that instantly 
detects when your power fails, and kicks in a bat¬ 
tery to enable you to shut down. How much you 
can accomplish before your battery goes flat de¬ 
pends on how big a battery you have and how 
much electricity your equipment will need to save 
data and shut down without crashing. There are 
several different sizes on the market. 

Keep in mind that whole-house electrical pro¬ 
tection, and individual surge protectors as well, 
protect only from lightning surges traveling down 
the electric lines. You need separate protection 
for TV antenna leads, satellite dish and telephone 
lines. TV equipment is damaged by lightning 
surges more than anything else. 

We hope you’ll think about surge protection 
for the sake of all your equipment. Several elec¬ 
tric co-ops in Illinois sell surge protection equip¬ 
ment, and all of them can help you decide what 
you need to help protect your home. Stop in and 
see them. 
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Watts New 
McDonough Power Cooperative Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager’s 

Desk 
By Dickson L. Dunsworth 

McDonough Power Cooperative has been no¬ 

tified by our power supplier of possible power 

shortages this summer. Your Cooperative is pre¬ 

paring to help the national electric system in the 

event of this happening. 

The Mid-America Interconnected Network 

(MAIN) reliability region of North America Elec¬ 

tric Reliability Council (NERC) has encountered 

several transmission loading problems in the 

Eastern half of the United States already this year. 

The problem is due to numerous generating plants 

being out of service for maintenance in Illinois 

and Wisconsin. As much as 5000 MW (megawatts) 

of generating capacity may still be unavailable this 

summer. 

It is anticipated that the electrical generating 

capacity in Illinois-Wisconsin area could fall short 

and the elecrical transmission capacity coming 

into the area could be deficient this summer if 

additional problems occur, or if the summer is 

extremely hot. If these additional problems oc¬ 

cur, electrical system blackouts may be required 

to protect the entire high voltage electric grid. 

Soyland Power members have participated in 

drills to cope with the situation if it should occur. 

McDonough Power Cooperative is participat¬ 

ing in these drills to minimize inconvenience to 

its members this summer if these power supply 

shortages develop. Please contact our office, (309) 

833-2101 if you have questions or concerns about 

your electric service. 

Again this summer between June 15 and Sep¬ 

tember 15, we ask that you observe “PEAK 90”. 

Anytime the temperature reaches 90 degrees or 

above, please use large appliances before noon 

and after 8:00 p.m. These appliances include any¬ 

thing that heats or has large electric motors. 

“PEAK 90” will help us keep our power demand 

lower and therefore save dollars that will be 

passed on to our members. 

Please remember that our door is always open 

to our members or just give us a call if you have 
questions. 

REMEMBER.... “PEAK 90” 
June 15-September 15, 1997 

Please note. 
Due to the mandatory bar coding for our billing cards, the word “AUTO” may appear above your 

name on the bill. Please note that this DOES NOT mean your payment is being automatically 

deducted. It is a code used by the U.S. Postal service for their sorting procedure. 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, President • Stan Prox, Vice President • Jerry Riggins, Secretary • Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson • Michael Cox • Steve Youngquist • Howard Butler • Kenneth Moore • John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 
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Nominating Committee Report CSI 
CO 

Pursuant to the Bylaws, the members of the 

nominating committee met at Cerar’s Barnstormer 

Restaurant in Monmouth, June 26, 1997 at 7:00 

p.m. to nominate candidates for election as di¬ 

rectors at the McDonough Power Cooperative’s 

next annual meeting of members to be held at 
7:00 p.m., Monday, August 18, 1997. 

The following members were present: 

Steve Armstrong Robert Martin 

Lauren Still Robert Bland 

A1 Cook Gene Parks 

Ed Coker Terry Carnahan 

Louis Keith Ellis 

The committee selected the following nomi¬ 

nees to be candidates for directors to serve for a 
three year term and be elected at the annual meet¬ 

ing. 

District 2 Jerry Riggins 

District 5 Steven L. Lynn 

District 8 Arthur Howard Butler 

Any 15 or more members acting together may 

make other nominations by petition. Additional 

nominations for directors may be made from the 

floor at the meeting. 

Albert D. Cook, Chairman 

Dated: June 26, 1997 

McDonough Power Cooperative’s Annual Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Monday, August 18, 1997 

Fellheimer Auditorium, Macomb Jr./Sr.High School 
1525 South Johnson St., Macomb, Illinois 

Left photo, McDonough County Sheriff David 
Nissen and his dog, Rexbo, will entertain at 
McDonough Power’s annual meeting, and so will 
Touch of Country, a gospel/country group. Touch 
of Country is pictured above. 

• Election of Directors - Report of Officers and 

Manager 

• $5 will be credited to September bill for reg¬ 

istering 

Your official notice will list the names of the 

members nominated for your cooperative board 

of directors. These nominees were selected by the 

nominating committee, which met June 26, 1997. 

Additional nominations may be made by petition 

• Drawings for ten $10 credits on September 

energy bill 

• $25 name-a minute drawing 

• Drawing for a Combination VCR/19" TV and 

other prizes 

or from the floor at your annual meeting. 

A name a minute will be drawn from the gen¬ 

eral membership for a $25 credit on their Sep¬ 

tember energy bill. Those present will also receive 

a $25 credit toward their September energy bill. 

You must be present to win for all prize drawings. 
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Hog* races and hot dog^s,. 
lemon slhiailke^iuiips ainudl the scirainmhleir; 

iFeinris wlhieels ainitdl tiractor ipulls ...,, 

These are just a few of the delights you’ll find at the fair. Whether you 

visit your local county fair, the DuQuoin State Fair or the Illinois State 

Fair, the electric cooperatives of Illinois would like you to remember the 

important role agriculture plays in our lives. 

Just as electricity powers the modern farmstead, so the Illinois farmer 

feeds the world. 
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Ill .ore than 30,000 collisions on public 

roads each year involve agriculture equipment. A 

motorist driving 50 mph has less than 10 seconds 

to react to a tractor 400 feet ahead that is traveling 

15 mph. Watch for the triangular slow-moving 

vehicle emblem. Farmers, be sure that faded 

emblems are replaced, positioned with the point up 

and clearly visible from the rear. 

We urge farmers to renew their commitment to 

safety, and be extra careful when working around 

electric lines. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Good for all Illinois 

Affirmative action, equal opportunity employers 
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Watts New 
McDonough Power Cooperative Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager’s 

Desk 
By Dickson L. Dunsworth 

By this time, McDonough Power’s 1997 
Annual Meeting of Members is behind us for 
another year. On behalf of the Board of Director's 
and myself. I would like to personally thank 
you if you attended our annual meeting. We 
appreciate your interest in the Cooperative which 

our members collectively own. 
Due to deregulation, McDonough Power 

Cooperative finds a great deal of challenge in 
the power supplying industry at this time. Re¬ 
alizing that, we will strive to continue provid¬ 
ing quality service to our consumers. 

We appreciate and respect your input on 
suggestions or changes in the structure or rules 
of your electric cooperative. If you are inter¬ 
ested in becoming more actively involved in 
your electric co-op, or have specific questions, 
please contact Dick Dunsworth. manager, at 
(309) 833-2101, or any of our cooperative di¬ 
rectors. They include: 
District 1: Michael D. Cox District 2: Jerry Riggins 
District 3: William J. Pollock District 4: Stan Prox 
District 5: Steven L. Lynn District 6: Kenneth Moore 
District 7: Mark Anderson District 8: Howard Butler 
District 9: Steve Youngquist 

Facts about America’s electric cooperatives 
America’s 960 electric cooperatives serve 30 

million people in 46 states. Of these, 900 are 
distribution coops and 60 are generation and 
transmission (G & T) co-ops, which are owned 
collectively by their member distribution sys¬ 
tems. The 900 distribution co-ops are: 
• private, independent electric utility busi¬ 

nesses 
• incorporated under the laws of the states in 

which they operate 
• established to provide at-cost electric ser¬ 

vice 
• owned by the consumers they serve 
• governed by a board of directors elected 

from the membership, which sets policies 
and procedures that are implemented by 
the cooperatives’ professional staff. 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
will be closed Monday, 
September 1,1997 in 

observance of Labor Day. 
We will reopen Tuesday, 

September 2,1997, 8:00 a.m. 
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<N 
co Plug into electrical safety 

The National Electrical Safety Foundation 
(NESF) is reminding people that electricity de¬ 
serves your respect—if you are careless, you can 
get a shock or start a fire. You can avoid electri¬ 
cal accidents by keeping these Plug into Electri¬ 
cal Safety Tips in mind. 
• Be alert when using electrical products. Every 

product comes with instructions for proper 
use. Follow manufacturer's instructions and 
read care and maintenance manuals and warn¬ 
ings carefully before you use the product. 

• Keep extension and electrical cords out of the 
reach of children and pets. 

• Avoid overloading outlets with too many appli¬ 
ances or bulbs. 

• Never force a plug into an outlet if it doesn't fit. 
• Don’t run extension cords under rugs or furni¬ 

ture. They can overheat and may cause a fire. 

• Use extension cords only on a temporary ba¬ 
sis and not as permanent household wiring. 

• Don't use appliances with broken plugs or 
frayed, cut or damaged cords. They can cause 
a shock or fire. 

• Water and electricity don't mix. Don’t leave 
appliances plugged in where they might come 
into contact with water. If a plugged-in appli¬ 
ance falls into the water, NEVER reach in to 
pull it out - even if it's turned off. Unplug it 
first. 

Available free to you: Home Electrical Safety 
Check pamphlet. Send a # 10 business size, 
self-addressed 55 cent stamped envelope to 
the National Electrical Safety Foundation, 
1300 N. 17th St., Suite 1847, Rosslyn, Vir¬ 
ginia 22209. 

Seven principles govern cooperatives 
There are seven guiding principles by which 

cooperatives —including electric cooperatives — 
govern themselves. These principles were slightly 
redefined in 1995 by the General Assembly of 
the International Cooperative Alliance (ICA). 

The seven principles and a synopsis of ICA's 
definition of each, are as follows: 
1) Voluntary and open membership. Co-ops 
are open to all persons able to use their ser¬ 
vices and willing to accept responsibilities of 
membership. 
2) Democratic member control. Co-ops are 
democratic organizations, controlled by mem¬ 
bers. In primary co-ops, members have equal 
voting rights (one member, one vote) and co¬ 
ops at other levels are organized in a demo¬ 
cratic manner. 
3) Member economic participation. Members 
contribute equitably to, and democratically con¬ 
trol, the capital of their cooperative. At least 
part of that capital is usually the common prop¬ 
erty of the co-op. Members allocate surpluses 
for any or all of these purposes: developing the 

co-op. benefiting members in proportion to their 
transactions with the co-op, and supporting 
other activities approved by the membership. 
4) Autonomy and independence. Co-ops are 
autonomous, self-help organizations controlled 
by their members. If a co-op enters into agree¬ 
ments or raises capital, it does so on terms 
that ensure autonomy and control by its mem¬ 
bers. 
5) Education, training and information. Co¬ 
ops provide education and training for their 
members, elected representatives, managers and 
employees so they can contribute effectively to 
the development of the co-op. 
6) Cooperation among cooperatives. Co-ops 
serve their members most effectively and 
strengthen the co-op movement by working to¬ 
gether through local, national, regional and in¬ 
ternational structures. 
7) Concern for community. While focusing 
on member needs, co-ops work for the sustain¬ 
able development of their communities through 
policies accepted by their members. 

Remember... 
June 15-September 15, 1997, when temperatures reach 90 degrees or above, 

please use major appliances before 12 noon or after 8 p.m. 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, President • Stan Prox, Vice President • Jerry Riggins, Secretary • Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson • Michael Cox • Steve Youngquist • Howard Butler • Kenneth Moore • John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 
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Is it time to update your wiring? 
Many people treat electricity far more casu¬ 

ally than they should. It’s easy to plug in an ap¬ 
pliance or flip a switch, so we sometimes forget 
that the power used to light a lamp or run a wash¬ 
ing machine is also strong enough to do physical 
harm. 

Each year, some 1,200 people in the U.S. die 
by accidental electrocution and in electrically re¬ 
lated fires. A book available from the U.S. Con¬ 
sumer Product Safety 
Commission stresses that 
many of those deaths could 
have been prevented if people 
knew how to maintain their 
home wiring system. 

Using clear illustrations 
and a problem/solution for¬ 
mat, the Home Electrical 
Safety Check guide lists 
symptoms of potential electri¬ 
cal hazards, discusses do’s 
and don’ts, and poses ques¬ 
tions to help you keep your 
home safe. 

One of the best things you 
can do to keep your home’s electrical system work¬ 
ing safely is to have an electrician or electrical 
inspector check it at least once every 10 years. 

Between inspections, it’s important for you to 
do your own checking. The most obvious indica¬ 
tion of an electrical problem is a blown fuse in 
your fuse box or a tripped switch in your electri¬ 
cal panel. 

This happens when more electricity is de¬ 
manded in a certain area than the system was 
designed to handle. If turning on a particular ap¬ 
pliance causes a problem, check to see if you’ve 
overloaded the circuit or if the appliance is faulty. 
If it is, have a professional make repairs. 

And whatever you do, don’t try to increase its 
capacity by replacing a blown fuse with a penny 
or by installing a larger-capacity circuit breaker 
to remedy a tripped switch. Fuses and breakers 
are designed to be the weakest link in the sys¬ 
tem, and if something goes wrong, the problem is 
confined to the metal box it’s in. If you strengthen 
that link you are, in effect, moving the weak link 
to inside your walls, where it’s invisible and where 
there are flammable materials. 

Don’t do it! You’ll risk shock or fire. 
Many blown fuses and tripped breakers are 

caused by overloads. Most kitchens, for example, 
now have far more appliances than they had 20 
or 30 years ago. If the circuit hasn’t been up¬ 
graded, that can cause problems. For example, if 
you had a toaster that you always plugged into a 
favorite outlet, it probably worked fine. But if you 

added a microwave to the same circuit, that might 
still be fine—until you tried using both at once. 

The rest of the house may well be the same 
way. A large color TV will use more current than 
the old black and white jobs did, and you may 
have an “entertainment center” where there was 
a simple stereo not long ago. 

Even if you’ve been careful not to overload 
your circuits, electrical problems can still occur. 

And whether the problem is 
with a cord, plug, fixture, or 
outlet, the signs of an electri¬ 
cal hazard are the same- 
sparks, arcs (bright flashes of 
light), sizzling or buzzing, 
shocks, warm plugs or recep¬ 
tacles, or an odor of burned 
or overheated wiring or insu¬ 
lation. Don’t use the problem 
appliance or lamp until you 
can have it repaired. 

Many electrical problems 
and accidents can be pre¬ 
vented by using appliances 
and fixtures only as they were 

intended to be used. Don’t pinch electrical cords 
by placing them in doorways or under rugs or fur¬ 
niture, and never staple them. 

Pull the plug, not the cord, when disconnect¬ 
ing appliances from outlets. And don’t overload 
outlets or extension cords. Avoid using old cords 
that may be brittle, damaged, or have a low watt¬ 
age capacity. Keep your lamps and lighting fix¬ 
tures from overheating by checking to see that 
bulbs are of the right wattage. Newer fixtures are 
marked with the size of bulb you need. Although 
they’re not always marked, most older fixtures are 
designed to use a 60-watt bulb or less. 

In addition to using your electrical equipment 
correctly, you can help prevent electrocution by 
using ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs). 

These special outlets or attachments to exist¬ 
ing outlets stop the flow of electricity when they 
detect an electrical current leakage. You could get 
a shock before the GFCI shuts off, but the unit 
will prevent serious injury and death. GFCIs 
should be used in wet areas of the home such as 
the bathroom, kitchen, basement, garage and 
outdoor receptacles where the threat of electrical 
shock is greater. 

Learn more about keeping your home wiring 
system working safely and efficiently. 

A home Electrical Safety Check should help 
you. Send your name, address and 50 cents to R. 
Woods, Consumer Information Center - 7B, P.O. 
Box 100, Pueblo, CO 81002. 
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Thinking of insulating? Do your 
homework first 

If the economic crash that lasted from 1929 
until the beginning of World War II was known as 
the Great Depression, then the approach of fall 
and the winter that inevitably follows might well 
be known as “the not-so-great depression.” 

As the leaves begin to turn and as summer 
tapers off into autumn, many of us again begin 
thinking about how difficult it was to heat our 
homes last year. If you’re 
included in that group, 
you may be wise to look 
at the possibility of add¬ 
ing insulation to your 
home. 

Many homes, espe¬ 
cially rural ones, were 
built before the energy 
crunch of the early 1970s, 
when fuel was cheap and 
it was a snap to warm a 
home: you just turned up 
the thermostat. The cost 
amounted to little more 
than pin money. Insula¬ 
tion was considered an 
unnecessary expense and 
was often installed in bare 
minimum quantities, if at all. 

With the rude awakening that came with the 
Arab oil embargo also came the realization that 
jogging up the old thermostat had some very real 
consequences on the energy bill. 

But a lack of insulation is usually not the only 
culprit. Older homes were also built less “tight” 
than newer ones, simply because it was easier 
for the builder. Again, heating was no problem. 
You just added cheap heat. 

At any rate, most older homes need both more 
insulation and tightening up before they’ll be both 
comfortable and affordable to heat. 

If you want to build a new house or addition, 
it’s a fairly simple matter to have insulation in¬ 
stalled as construction progresses, and that’s by 
far the best bet. If you’re even thinking of build¬ 
ing, be sure to emphasize to your contractor that 
you want plenty of insulation and that you want 
your home sealed well, too. 

This column deals primarily with those who 
need to have insulation added, and assumes that 
the easy installation during construction is not 
an option. 

The first step in doing your homework is to 
check with your local co-op. They have trained 
professionals to help you. They can tell you how 
much insulating capability you’ll need in your 

area, and will offer suggestions on how to best 
meet that capability, which is measured in R-val- 
ues. 

Please note that it’s the R-value that counts, 
not just the thickness of the insulation. 

At any rate, if you’re adding insulation in an 
attic, you may have the option of putting in fiber¬ 
glass or mineral wool batts (long rolls), or you can 

have loose-fill insulation 
blown in. 

If you need to add 
insulation to existing 
walls, you may be limited 
to loose-fill insulation, 
since it comes in bags 
and can be blown into 
spaces using special 
equipment. On outer 
walls, the installer simply 
drills a hole in each stud 
cavity and blows in a cer¬ 
tain amount of insula¬ 
tion. Then he reseals the 
hole. 

There are three 
kinds of loose-fill insula¬ 
tion, and your co-op rep¬ 

resentative will tell you of his preferences. The 
first is mineral wool, which is spun smelter slag. 
Fiberglass is much like it, but is spun from mol¬ 
ten glass. Both are about equally environmentally 
benign, and both have similar properties. 

Many experts like cellulose insulation, since 
it does a good job and uses recycled materials 
that might otherwise be wasted or wind up in 
landfills. Cellulose is made from finely chopped 
paper or cardboard, which is treated for fire 
retardance and to repel insects. 

Installation of some insulation products is 
beyond the capability of the less handy, but may 
be a viable option for a home handyman. If you 
decide to try it, be sure to wear a good respirator, 
goggles, and suitable clothing. The stuff tends to 
fly everywhere, and it’s extremely uncomfortable 
if you get much of it on you. 

But before you do anything, be sure to talk to 
the people at your co-op. Ask them for a copy of 
the booklet, “A Builder’s Guide to Energy Efficient 
Construction Standards.” While it’s intended to 
spell out ways to build a new home so it’ll be as 
energy efficient as possible, it has a lot of good 
information for those who just need to caulk, 
weatherstrip and insulate. It’s a good publication, 
and it’s free. 

Visit your co-op today. 
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Watts New 
McDonough Power Cooperative Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Tune-up your heating 
before winter 

You know what a tune-up does for your car. It 
runs smoother, works more efficiently, and is less 
likely to break down. An inspection and tune-up 
for your heating system can do the same thing. A 
heating system is a precision engineered machine 
just like your car. It needs periodic inspection, 
lubrication, and cleaning. 

Its filters need to be replaced, belts checked, 
thermostats inspected and all vents cleared of 

system 

obstructions. So, a 
visit by a qualified 
technician may be 
just the thing before 
those chilly winter 
nights. Call a heating 
system professional 
today for a tune-up. Or at least have it taken for a 
test drive. 

Annual Meeting Prize Winners 
Prize Donor Winner 

Grand Prize 
19" TV/VCR Combo McDonough Power Coop. Charles & Tina Cox 

Rubbermaid 42 Qt. Cooler 
Oil Change 
12” Oscillating Fan 
Little Dipper Crock Pot 
Light Bulbs 
Light Bulbs 
Customized T-Shirt 
Customized Denim Shirt 
Toastmaster Oven Broiler 
Leather Work Gloves 
Smoke Detector 
25 Foot Extension Cord 
Leather Work Gloves 
Smoke Detector 
Leather Work Gloves 
Carbon Monoxide Detector 
WD-40 
Hand Cleaner 
Leather Work Gloves 
Gift Basket 
Oil Change 
Floral Centerpiece 
Light Bulbs 

McDonough Power Coop. 
Nickson Oil & Tire 
Fletcher Reinhardt 

Electric Labs Company 
A1 Cook Motors 
A1 Cook Motors 

Citizens National Bank 
Citizens National Bank 

United Utility Coop. 
Nickson Oil & Tire 

Heintz Electric 
Heintz Electric 

Nickson Oil & Tire 
Heintz Electric 

Nickson Oil & Tire 
Utili-Soft 

A1 Cook Motors 
A1 Cook Motors 

Nickson Oil & Tire 
West. IL Tourism Council 

Nickson Oil & Tire 
McDonough Power 

McDonough Power Coop. 

Gerald Payne 
Robert Allen 

Enid Blackledge 
John Kramer 
Michael Long 

Ronald Kepple 
Myrlen Daniels 

Lloyd Mills 
Francis Guither 

West Bethel Church 
Cline Toland 

Warren Brown 
Genevieve Harn 

Mike McMillan 
Michael Pepper 

Alexander Harris 
A.M. Hood 

Dean Reeverts 
Jerry Payne 
Jan Kinman 

Woods Estate 
Dan Sigwart 

Virgil Henderson 
Reva Nelson 

Mildred Fentem 
Brent Payne 

Rev. Kenneth Mortenson 
Bonner Haines 

$25 
Name A 

Minute Drawing 
Billing Credit 

Robert Baumann, 
Robert Bland, 
Richard Dixon, 
Bobby Mathena, 
Marlin Pendell, 
Mike Pepper, John 
Swango 

$10 
Billing Credit 

Cash Drawings 

Bob Martin, Ethel 
Docherty, Kay 

Fulton, Donald J. 
Nelson, Greg & 
Eloise Caspell, 
Dave Nissen, 

Marlin Pendell, 
Robert Grant, 
George Sperry, 

Richard Hawkins 
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We’ll be there for you 
While much is unclear about how business 

will be done in a deregulated market, 
McDonough Power Cooperative leaders believe, 
after 60 years of service, that one thing will 
never change. 

“We will rely on the principles of coopera¬ 
tion that throughout history have guided our 
actions,” board president William Pollock told 
members at the co-op’s 60th Annual Meeting 
on Monday, Aug. 18, at Edison School in 
Macomb. Pollock said the cooperative has an 
excellent manager and employees who work 
hard to run a sound business. 

“Electricity may just be a commodity to 
some, and the lowest price is the only thing that 
matters to them,” he said. “However, I still call 
it electric service, with the emphasis on ser¬ 
vice.” 

Manager Dickson Dunsworth echoed Pol¬ 
lock, underscoring the difference between in¬ 
vestor-owned utilities and cooperatives. “We are 
committed to the communities we serve. Our com¬ 
petitors’ commitment and loyalty is to their inves¬ 
tor, who fully expects a share of the profits they take 
out of the communities they serve without giving 
anything in return.” He noted it was unlikely they 
would burn Illinois coal, pay local property taxes, 
provide jobs or a local office, issue capital credits to 
their consumers, or help with economic develop¬ 
ment. “They won’t give you a voice in what they do. 
Quite frankly, they don’t really care about West Cen¬ 
tral Illinois. But we sure do.” 

The cooperative purchases its wholesale power 
from Soyland Power Cooperative, whose president, 
Joe Firlit, also attended the meeting. Firlit explained 
that power costs had been driven up by government- 

Three co-op linemen, (rear, from left) Tim Norton, Elmer Nelson, 

and Doug Bear were commended for helping save a life. They 

had arrived at the property of Eloise and James “Tim” Graham 

(front) and found Tim had suffered a heart attack. They called 

the office to send paramedics, and helped to make him 

comfortable. 

Re-elected members of the McDonough Power board of 

directors are congratulated by Manager Dickson Dunsworth. 
From left are Howard Butler of Monmouth, Steve Lynn and Jerry 

Riggins, both of Macomb, and Dunsworth. The co-op marked 

60 years of service to the community at its Annual Meeting. 

encouraged investments in Illinois Power Company’s 
nuclear Clinton Power Station, but were reduced 
during the last year as a result of a contract renego¬ 
tiation that allowed the cooperative to avoid bank¬ 
ruptcy. 

A few other cooperatives nationwide are experi¬ 
encing similar problems, prompting recent news re¬ 
ports that $9 billion in government loans are in 
jeopardy. Yet investor-owned utilities hold some $74 
billion in federal taxes which they collect, but, 
through loopholes, don’t pay, Dunsworth said. 

“Members of Congress should ask some hard 
questions about the biggest businesses feeding at 
the corporate welfare trough, especially when they 
have already gobbled up $74 billion.” 

Members also re-elected three directors to 
serve three-year terms and approved a bylaws 
change. Re-elected were Jerry Riggins and Steve 
Lynn, both of Macomb, and A. Howard Butler 
of Monmouth. 

The year was a good one for McDonough 
Power Cooperative, with $197,328 in total mar¬ 
gins being credited to the accounts of members 
who bought electricity during the year. 

Special recognition was given to three co-op 
linemen credited with helping to save the life of 
an Adair man. Elmer Nelson, Tim Norton and 
Doug Bear found James “Tim” Graham lying 
on the ground of his property, after having suf¬ 
fered a heart attack. They administered first aid, 
and notified the co-op office, which called 911. 
The men were given a certificate of recognition 
from the Gatekeeper Program, of which the co¬ 
op is a member. Both Graham and his wife, 
Eloise, were in attendance at the meeting to 
thank the linemen. 

OCTOBER 1997 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



Proviudimi'g' <g’o<o><ds .and seirvices for friitends, 

imeiigHhilboirs and commiunmiity 

A, across the nation, cooperatives help their communities thrive. There are coopera¬ 

tives for electric and telephone service, credit unions, farm marketing and farm supply, insur¬ 

ance, health and day care, farm credit, housing, florists and news services. Cooperatives get 

things done economically, efficiently—and democratically. Building communities the cooperative 

way benefits the entire nation. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Good for all Illinois 

Affirmative action, equal opportunity employers 
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A sense of security 

Families and businesses in most Illinois rural areas and in many 
subdivisions look to their electric cooperative for a sense of secu¬ 

rity. These days, security alarms and lighting are not just a nicety, 

they’re a necessity. Your neighbors at the electric cooperative can 
help you plug into safety. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Good for ail Illinois 

Affirmative action, equal opportunity employers 

NOVEMBER 1997 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



Watts New 
McDonough Power Cooperative Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager’s 

Desk 
By Dickson L. Dunsworth 

As December approaches each of us will be 
doing various tasks to insure that our family 
and home is safe, warm and comfortable for 

Old Man Winter. We hope the various articles 
we offer to you in this publication provide you 
with helpful information and reassures steps 
you have already taken for winter preparation. 

You may also find helpful a Home Weather- 
ization Booklet published by the Electric Coop¬ 
eratives of Illinois. It provides valuable 
information about lowering energy costs in your 
home. To receive this free booklet, contact our 
office or stop by when you make your monthly 
payment. 

Remember, McDonough Power Cooperative 
is more than a power supplier. 

Capital credit retirement 
Checks totaling $178,962.12 will be mailed 

soon to all members who were receiving service 
from McDonough Power Cooperative in 1976 
and 1996. Checks are scheduled to be mailed 
sometime the first week of December, 1997. 

The capital credit retirement checks will rep¬ 
resent one half of the assignment for 1976 and 
one fourth of the assignment for 1996. This is 
the first time capital credits have been returned 
to previous year members. A bylaw change at 
the 1997 annual meeting made this possible. 

Capital credits are assigned to all coopera¬ 
tive member-owners at the end of each fiscal 
year and represent funds paid into the coop¬ 
erative by the members, over and above the 
actual costs of providing electrical service. The 
amount of capital credits assigned to the ac¬ 

count of each member is directly related to the 
total patronage of the member during that year. 

A cooperative maintains excess operating 
income to make needed improvements in the 
co-op’s electrical distribution system or to re¬ 
tire debt. This becomes the member’s invest¬ 
ment in the physical plant. The Cooperative is 
pleased that the reserve funds have reached a 
level allowing the retiring of capital credits. 

Capital credits paid by electric cooperatives 
represent the most significant difference be¬ 
tween electric cooperatives and other utility or¬ 
ganizations. In an investor-owned-utility, only 
income over cost is paid out to stockholders. 

Please contact the cooperative office if you 
have questions about the capital credits you 
have earned. 

Everyone at McDonough 
Power Cooperative 
hopes you and your 

family have a wonderful 
Thanksgiving. 
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CO Save energy when using your fireplace 

With crisp fall weather bringing cool nights 
to many parts of the country, you may decide 
it is time to enjoy a fire at night. Before using 
your fireplace, there are a few tips you should 
know that will help you save energy — and cut 
your fuel bills. The U.S. Department of Energy 
recommends the following measures. 

Without a fire 
When you do not have a fire going in your 

fireplace, keep the damper closed. For example, 
an open damper on a 48-inch square fireplace 
can let as much as 8 percent of your home’s 
heat escape through the chimney. 

Supplementing your furnace 
If you use your fireplace (or fireplaces) to 

supplement the heat provided by your regular 
heating system, there are some measures that 
will help you make the most efficient use of 
your fireplace. First, remember that the heat 
gain from a fireplace is confined to the room 
where it is located. At the same time, a consid¬ 
erable amount of heat from other rooms can 
flow into the room with the fireplace and then 
escape up the fireplace chimney. The warm air 
will be replaced by cold outside air. As a result, 
your thermostat will sense the heat loss and 
turn on your furnace. 

What to do? While you may want a higher 

setting for comfort’s sake, lower the thermostat 
to between 50°F and 55°F. You will still lose 
some warm air through the chimney, but the 
furnace will not have to work as hard to main¬ 
tain the set temperature. There are other things 
you should do when using a fireplace: 

• Close all the doors and heat ducts in the 
room with the fireplace. Then, open a window 
near the fireplace about 1 / 2 to 1 inch; this will 
reduce heat drawn from the rest of the house 
and give the fire needed air. However, if the 
fireplace has an outside supply of air, do not 
open a window. 

• Do you have a simple open masonry fire¬ 
place? Install one of the following: a glass screen, 
a convective grate, a combination convective 
grate with glass screen, a radiant grate or a 
fireplace insert. Some of these devices will cut 
down on the loss of warm air through the fire¬ 
place chimney and may improve heat recovery 
from the fire. 

With fall here and winter on the way, you 
may have other questions about how to cut 
down your heating bills. Contact your electric 
cooperative for help. Your co-op can help you 
with an energy audit and provide you with any 
number of options for winterizing your home 
that will save you money. 

October is cooperative 
month 

National Electric Cooperative month is October and as 
we finish out the month, McDonough Power says “thanks” 
to all their member-owners. Your involvement and support 
helps all of us do our jobs better. Our gratitude also goes to 
the employees and board members who work hard to fulfill 
the co-op’s mission. 

Working Together 
for a Better 

America 

Office closings for November 
McDonough Power Cooperative office will be closed Tuesday, Nov. 11, in observance of 

Veterans Day, and Thursday and Friday, Nov. 27 and 28, in observance of the Thanksgiv¬ 
ing holiday. We will resume normal business hours on Monday, Dec. 1. Enjoy your 
holidays! 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, President • Stan Prox, Vice President • Jerry Riggins, Secretary • Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson • Michael Cox • Steve Youngquist • Howard Butler • Kenneth Moore • John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 
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Electric vehicles ready for market growth 
Electric vehicles are no longer just the stuff 

of artist’s drawings and auto show prototypes. 
Consumers can purchase electric vehicles now, 
and, more importantly, there are a number of 
new models right around the corner. According 
to the Electric Vehicle Association of the Ameri¬ 
cas (EVAA), several manufacturers will intro¬ 
duce a variety of new electric cars, minivans 
and sport utility vehicles before the end of the 
century. 

An “EV” is propelled completely by electric¬ 
ity and, consequently, produces no harmful 
emissions. (However, EVs do use combustible 
fuels to power accessories, such as a heater or 
air conditioner.) While EVs are reappearing for 
the first time since early this century, their 
comeback will not happen overnight. 
EVAA predicts that EVs will become 
popular with consumers in phases 
over the next 10 years as technol¬ 
ogy, especially battery technology, con¬ 
tinually improves. 

Limited driving ranges are still a 
problem, as are a lack of recharging 
stations. While one can purchase 
a wall-mounted battery recharger 
for home, these units are often 
extra. The amount of time to recharge 
an EV is also problematic. Accord¬ 
ing to General Motors, it takes 
three to four hours, using a 
wall-mounted 220-volt 
charger. A 110-volt “conve¬ 
nience charger” can take up 
to 15 hours to restore the battery to full power. 
Not surprisingly, improving battery technology 
is one of the most important goals of auto 
manufacturers. 

Vehicle fleets are an important early market 
for EVs because businesses or government agen¬ 
cies can afford the recharging infrastructure. 
EVAA predicts that as a network of public re¬ 
charging stations grows, so will the popularity 
of EVs among individual auto buyers. 

Here is a glimpse of seven vehicles that 
have recently, or soon will, hit the U.S. auto 
market. 

Chrysler EPIC Minivan — Chrysler plans to 
introduce the EPIC Minivan in model year 1998. 
EPIC is an acronym for “Electric Powered Inter- 
urban Commuter.” Initially, Chrysler will target 
its marketing efforts for the EPIC toward fleet 
sales. With an advanced lead acid battery, it 
will have a 100-hp motor, be capable of reach¬ 
ing speeds of 80 mph, and have a range of 60 
miles. 

Ford Ranger EV — Based on Ford’s best¬ 

selling compact truck, the Ranger EV will be 
powered by lead acid batteries and initially tar¬ 
geted to fleet customers. It will have a 58-mile 
range and a top speed of 75 mph. 

General Motors EV1 — A two-seat coupe, 
the EV1 is the first vehicle in company history 
to carry a General Motors nameplate that was 
built from the ground up as an electric vehicle. 
The EV1 is being offered on three-year leases 
through Saturn dealers in Los Angeles, San 

Diego, Phoenix and Tucson. It 
can reach 80 mph and travel 

70 miles in the city or 90 miles 
on the highway before needing a 

recharge. 
Chevrolet S-10 Electric 

Pickup — GM also has an 
electric version of its 

Chevrolet S-10 pickup truck on 
the market. Using lead acid bat¬ 

teries, it has a range of 40 to 60 
miles and a price tag of $32,795. 

Honda EV PLUS - The 
Honda EV PLUS hit the U.S. 

market in the spring of 1997 
and is available to individual buy¬ 

ers for a $499 monthly lease. It is an 
all-new, four-passenger electric car and the 

first in the U.S. market to use advanced nickel- 
metal hydride batteries. The EV PLUS can reach 
80 mph and has a range of 60 to 80 miles. 

Nissan Prairie Joy EV — In early 1998 Nissan 
will introduce the Prairie Joy EV, a four-pas¬ 
senger electric van with a driving range of 120 
miles. It will incorporate lithium-ion (Li-ion) 
batteries - the first time a commercial EV will 
do so. One of the major advantages of the Li- 
ion battery is that it achieves a much higher 
energy density than a conventional lead acid 
battery or a nickel-metal hybride battery. 

Toyota RAV4-EV — Using advanced nickel- 
metal hydride batteries, the Toyota RAV4-EV 
will have a range of up to 130 miles in the city. 
An electric version of the company’s popular 
sports-utility vehicle, the RAV4-EV will be avail¬ 
able in the fall of 1997 to fleet customers in 
select U.S. markets. Purchase price is approxi¬ 
mately $42,000. 

For more information about these new ve¬ 
hicles, or about the EV industry in general, 
please contact the Electric Vehicle Associations 
of the Americas, 601 California Street, Suite 
502, San Francisco, CA 94108. You may call 
EVAA at (415) 249-2690. If you have access to 
the Internet, visit their home page at 
www.evaa.org. 
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Don’t get shocked 
by high heating costs 

If you had a home built lately without first 
consulting your local electric co-op, you may be 
in for a shock. Not because of wiring problems, 
but because you may have made an expensive 
mistake in choosing your heat source. 

Now that ‘tis no longer the season to 
be doing a great deal of home building, 
now might be a good time to start 
planning for construction or re¬ 
modeling when spring comes. 
Whatever you do, be very careful 
about your choice of heat! 

There was a time, frankly, 
when natural gas would have 
been your best buy, if it had 
been available. Propane was 
next and resistance elec¬ 
tric heat came after that. 
Many assume that’s 
still the case. It’s not. 
The prices of both fos¬ 
sil fuels have climbed 
dramatically, while that 
of electricity has been 
going down, and heat 
pump technology has 
been improving. 

Electricity, when coupled with a geothermal 
system or even an air-to-air heat pump, can 
often blow away the competition. 

Before you set out to build — or replace 
your furnace — visit your local electric co-op. 
You’ll be amazed at all the benefits, including 
lower cost, electricity offers you. It’s surprising 
how few people even think of installing an elec¬ 
tric heat pump or geothermal system in their 
new home. Most often, if natural gas is available, 
it gets the first nod. Otherwise, it’s propane. In 
a tight, energy-efficient home, today’s geothermal 
system or electric heat pump is often a better 
choice. 

Please take some time to weigh your heating 
and cooling options very carefully. If you plan 
to install central air conditioning, you’re only 
one small step away, in terms of equipment 
and money, from a very efficient whole-house 
heating and cooling system: an electric heat 
pump. 

Geothermal systems are more expensive to 
install because of the geothermal heat exchange 
loop installed in the ground. However, they are 
very economical when you calculate the long¬ 
term benefits and operating cost. 

Air-to-air heat pumps are also very efficient 

and give you the added bonus of central air 
conditioning in the summer. Geothermal heating 
and cooling systems can deliver efficiencies as 
high as 300-400 percent, returning as much as 
three to four times the heat for the amount of 
energy they use. They heat, cool and can provide 

most of your hot water needs. 
Many believe that heat pumps give 

off cold air, or are only good in the 
South, but that’s not true. Even some 
heating and cooling contractors still 

hold those outdated beliefs about 
heat pumps. If you look at cars, 

refrigerators, TV sets and the 
like from the ‘70s, you’ll 
realize that they’ve come 
a long way. So have heat 
pumps. 

Your co-op friends want 
to help you squeeze the 

most you can from your 
energy dollars. They 

can help you do that 
by showing you the 
operating and instal¬ 

lation costs of electric 
heat pumps and geo¬ 

thermal systems versus those systems using 
fossil fuels. You’ll find the numbers are very 
pleasing and, in some cases, almost unbelievable. 
When you compare the numbers, you’ll see why 
co-ops are so excited about the benefits of new 
geothermal and heat pump technology. 

Your co-op’s goal is to see to it that you’re 
as happy in your new home (or with a new 
system in your present home) as possible. They 
can achieve that by helping you think about 
your home’s energy needs, including adequate 
insulation, high-quality windows, and the best 
heating and cooling system possible. If you make 
the wrong energy choice — one you’ll have to 
live with for years to come — you won’t be 
pleased, and neither will they. 

Now is the time to make good energy 
decisions, before you build. Once the contractor 
hands you the keys, it’s too late. Contact your 
co-op before you start to build. They’ll refer you 
to a reputable and certified contractor for a 
comfortable home at the most reasonable cost. 
You’ll be happy with a home that’s snug and 
affordable to heat and cool, and they’ll be happy 
with a satisfied member. 

Talk to them before making that decision. 
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Watts New 
McDonough Power Cooperative Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager’s 

Desk 
By Dickson L. Dunsworth 

Earlier this year, I shared with you that 
McDonough Power Cooperative finds a great 
deal of challenge in the power supplying indus¬ 
try, especially at this time. Our main priority is 
to continually strive to provide quality service 

to our consumers. 
In order to accomplish 

this, we have formed a new 
position at McDonough 
Power. Lynn Cavett has been 
hired as Marketing and Mem¬ 
ber Service Representative. 
Lynn will help McDonough 
Power closely maintain a 
strong continuity between the 
Cooperative and you, our 
members. 

We appreciate and respect your input and 
involvement in your Cooperative and hope you 
will take the opportunity to meet or call Lynn 
with questions or concerns you may have. 

Lynn Cavett 

Humidity and comfort 
The humidity level in your home can affect 

your comfort and your heating bill. 
Humidity is simply the amount of moisture 

or water vapor in the air. The term “relative 
humidity” is used when referring to moisture 
levels in the air and is expressed as a per¬ 
centage. When air reaches its moisture-carry¬ 
ing capacity, it is saturated and the relative 
humidity is said to be 100 percent (a steam 
bath or dense fog is saturated air). 

Warm air will hold more moisture than cold 
air. In most homes as the outside temperature 
drops, the inside relative humidity also will 
drop. That is because of the infiltration of cold 
outside air. 
Low relative humidity can cause dry skin, static 
electricity and dry nose and throat passages. It 
can also dry out wood furniture, floors, trim 
and veneers. The human body is fairly comfort¬ 
able with a minimum relative humidity of 20 

percent to a maximum of 50 percent. The level 
of humidity in your home will vary with your 
lifestyle, type of heating system, type of home, 
thermostat setting and the size of your family. 
A typical family of four will introduce about 18 
gallons of water per week into its home in the 
form of water vapor through plant watering, 
cooking, washing dishes, bathing, and washing 
and drying laundry. 

The relative humidity inside a house will 
increase if the infiltration of cold outside air is 
reduced. Less water vapor will need to be in¬ 
serted into a home if it is fitted with effective 
storm windows and doors, caulking, weather¬ 
stripping and vapor barriers. By controlling the 
relative humidity to between 35 and 40 per¬ 
cent, the comfort level will increase, the ther¬ 
mostat setting can be lower and heating dollars 
can be saved. 

Office closing 
McDonough Power Cooperative office 
will be closed Dec. 25 and Jan 1, 

in observance of Christmas 
and New Year’s Day. 

The office will reopen the 
following days at 8 a.m. 
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CO Scott Traser, new 

Office Manager 
Scott Traser, an 11-year 

employee of McDonough 

Power Cooperative, has as¬ 

sumed the duties of office 

manager, as well as continu¬ 

ing with the accounting re¬ 

sponsibilities. Scott received 

his bachelor’s degree in ac¬ 

counting from Western Illi¬ 

nois University. Scott also is 

a McDonough Power dispatcher for outages and 

trouble calls after business hours. 

Scott and wife Lynn, reside in rural Macomb 

with their two children, Kevin and Sarah. Scott 

has achieved his black belt in Karate and also 

enjoys gardening and spending time with his 

family. 

Tfie Board of Directors 
and the employees of 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
wishyou and your family 

a peaceful and joyous 
holiday season. 

Board of Directors 
Mark Anderson Bill Pollock 

Howard Butler Stan Prox 

Mike Cox Jerry Riggins 

Steve Lynn Steve Youngquist 
Kenny Moore 

Cooperative employees 
Dickson Dunsworth, 

Manager 

Mike Lucas Douglas Bear 

Dawn Beck 

Gary Budreau 

C.Lynn Cavett 

Bill Downey 

Frank Fay 

Debbie Fowler 

Royce Headley 

Babs Lawyer 

Pete Lucas 

Elmer Nelson 

Tim Norton 

Ron Paulsen 

Cynthia Rigg 

Roger Robeson 

Scott Traser 

Jim Wilson 

Dawn Beck assumes 
Administrative 
Assistant position 

Dawn Beck, previously 

employed as Records Clerk 

has assumed responsibilities 

as administrative assistant 

effective Oct. 1, 1997. Dawn 

will be working closely with 

Manager Dunsworth and the 

office supervisors. She will 

handle medical insurance 

claims, prepare materials for 

monthly publication in Illinois Country Living, 
and work closely with the accountant to pre¬ 

pare the monthly board of directors report. 

Dawn began employment at McDonough 

Power Cooperative as records clerk in 1989. 

Dawn and her husband Ken, employed at Arnold 

Brothers Heating & Cooling, have two children, 

Brandon 7, and Morgan 3. 

Roger Robeson 
retiring after 39 years 

Office Coordinator Roger 

Robeson, a 39-year employee 

of McDonough Power Coop¬ 

erative, has announced his 

retirement, effective Dec. 31, 

1997. Roger began employ¬ 

ment in 1958 as cashier and 

held all positions in the bill¬ 
ing department before as¬ 

suming responsibilities of 

office coordinator in 1986. Roger has worked 

closely with the members on billing questions 

and concerns. He was also the loan officer at 
McDonough Power for the Illinois Electric 

Cooperative’s Credit Union. 

Roger is originally from McDonough County, 

Bethel Township and now lives in Macomb. He 

enjoys following professional motor racing. 

McDonough Power Directors and employees 

salute Roger for his 39 years of dedicated ser¬ 

vice to this company and to the hundreds of 

consumers he has assisted. 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, President • Stan Prox, Vice President • Jerry Riggins, Secretary • Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson • Michael Cox • Steve Youngquist • Howard Butler • Kenneth Moore • John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 
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All is calm, 

K m 
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from the ruraC countryside to new 
growing subdivisions, member-owned 
ekctric cooperatives throughout 
Itfinois mahe the season brighter for 
more than a haCf-mUCionpeopCe. your 
ekctric cooperative wishes you peace 
and joy during this hoCiday season 
and throughout the new year. 
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Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for all Illinois 
Affirmative action, equal opportunity employers 
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