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Annual meeting 
set for March 8 

Next March will bring the annual 
meeting of members for Edgar Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative. The annual event 
will be held on Saturday, March 8, 
1997 at Crestwood School in Paris. 

The annual meeting of members 
is the chance for cooperative mem¬ 
bers to learn more about their coop¬ 
erative. “This is a great opportunity 
for our members that electric users of 
investor-owned companies do not 
receive,” stated Tom Hentz, general 
manager of Edgar Electric, “With 
possible changes in the electric 
industry, this will be a great year for 
members to come and learn how 
these changes will affect the residen¬ 
tial electric user.” However, debate 
continues on who will benefit from 
retail wheeling. “We want all mem¬ 
bers to benefit from retail wheeling, 
not just the large industrial loads 
that are pushing for this legislation,” 
said Hentz. He added that benefit to 
all members was high on the 
cooperative’s agenda. 

The possible changes that Hentz 
refers to is the consideration by state 
and federal governments to deregu¬ 
late the electric industry. Edgar 
Electric Cooperative supports the 
idea of “retail wheeling” which is the 
delivery of electricity from a remote 
power supplier through the transmis¬ 
sion system of another party. "The 

best analogy I have for retail wheel¬ 
ing is that it is similar to how we now 
purchase our long distance tele¬ 
phone service. Someday, 
homeowners may be able to pur¬ 
chase electricity the same way, 
allowing the customer to choose from 
a low-cost electric provider or an¬ 
other that may offer other services.” 

The stand that Edgar Electric 
Cooperative has taken on retail 
wheeling relates directly the high 
cost of wholesale power that the 
cooperative receives from its power 
supplier, Soyland Power Cooperative, 
located in Decatur. Soyland has 
some of the highest wholesale power 
costs in the country. Yet, Edgar 
Electric’s commitment to reducing 
power costs for its members contin¬ 
ues to force the cooperative to look 
for other sources of power. 

At the 1997 annual meeting of 
members, cooperative management 
will focus on the commitment of rate 
relief and the ability to get long-term 
power supply at a low cost. 

Edgar Electric Cooperative 
Association 

Annual Meeting of Members 
Saturday, March 8 

Crestwood School, Paris 

Watchjor more details in the February 
issue of this magazine! 

217-463-4145 
800-635-4145 
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F. Y. I. 
EEC Services & Edgar Propane Supply will return to 

regular office hours after the holiday season. 
The last Saturday the subsidiaries will be open will be Dec. 28 

Thank you! 

Office closings 
The offices of Edgar Electric Cooperative, EEC 

Services and Edgar Propane will be closed on Tues¬ 
day, Dec. 31, and Wednesday, Jan. 1, in celebration 
of the New Year’s holiday. Have a safe and happy 
holiday! 
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Staying cozy! 
Winter safety rules, survival tips for driving: 

Common sense, planning will see you through 
For a start, you should acquire a healthy respect for cold weather, snow 

and ice. They are demanding on both car and driver. As cold affects the 
human body, it also affects metal, rubber and other materials in and outside 
your car. Winter driving also presents many different weather conditions and 
driving situations. So, be prepared for winter travel in your car. Carry an 
emergency kit, food, blankets, extra clothing, boots, matches, etc. In fact, the 
following outlines items you can assemble for your own winter survival kit. 

Winter Survival Kit 
Take an empty 3 lb. coffee can with a plastic cover 

Pack inside the coffee can: 
• Candle stubs and matches 
• Small, sharp knife 
• Red bandanna or cloth 
• Pencil stub and paper 
• Large plastic garbage bag 
•Safety pin 
•Plastic Spoon 
• Four quarters taped to the inside of the lid for 
telephone calls 
•Snacks 
•Plastic whistle 
• Plastic flashlight and spare batteries (Reverse 
the batteries in the case to avoid accidental 
switching and burnout. Warm batteries 
between your legs before using.) 

Snacks will help keep you comfortable, 
though food energy may not be as important as 
water and shelter. Choose small packages of 
food you can eat hot or cold. Some suggestions 
are: 
• Semi-sweet chocolate in pieces 
• Raisins in small packets 
• Miniature candy bars 

•Chewing gum 
• Wrapped hard candies 
•Food bars 
• Canned soup, meat, poultry 

Pack outside the coffee can: 
A cord about 30-feet long that can be used 

as a homing line for anyone who must check 
outside the vehicle. 

Bulky and heavy items: 
•Booster cables 
• Basic tools 
• Sand, cat litter or other grit in plastic or paper 
milk cartons for extra traction. 
• Shovel. Hub cap maybe used if you can remove 
it 
• Tow cable or chain 
• Sleeping bag or blankets 
• Road flares and reflectors 
• Snowmobile suit and boots 

Store what you can in the passenger 
compartment when severe winter weather 
threatens in case the truck is jammed or frozen 
shut 

If your car hits a utility pole... 
If your car veers off the road and 

collides into a utility pole, stay in the 
vehicle and wait for help, advises 
Edgar Electric line crews. 

“While each situation dictates a 
specific response, it is generally wise 
to stay in your car,” said Jim 
Fleming. 

“But when a power line has fallen 
directly onto your car, it is particu¬ 
larly important that you stay inside 
the vehicle. We need to deenergize 
the line before you attempt to leave 
the car.” 

Consider these other winter safety 
precautions as well: 

• Snow is an insulator, and be¬ 
cause of that, there are times when 
the line can not get enough ground to 
be neutralized; 

• Don’t assume a line is dead 
because it is on the ground; and 

• Long before you have to deal with 
that type of crisis, follow this advice: 
“In general you should just drive a lot 
slower during the winter season, and 
then you won’t have to worry about 
hitting any poles.” 
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Low income energy 
assistance available 

The Low-Income Energy Assis¬ 
tance Program (LIHEAP) is designed 
to assist eligible households pay for 
winter energy services. LIHEAP will 
provide a one-time benefit to eligible 
households to be used for energy 
bills. The amount of the payment is 
determined by household size, fuel 
type and income. 

What do you have to do? Contact 
the local agency that serves your 
area. The agency that serves east- 
central Illinois is the Embarrass 
River Basin Agency (ERBA) at 465- 
4911 in Edgar County or 826-5663 in 
Clark County. 

Applications for assistance are 
accepted on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday. When you apply for assis¬ 
tance you need the following: (1) 
Proof of gross income from all house¬ 

hold members for the 30-day period 
prior to application date; (2) A copy of 
your current heat and electric bills; 
(3) Proof of Social Security numbers 
for all household members; (4) If a 
member of your household received 
AFDC, you must bring their Medical 
Eligibility Card; (5) If you rent your 
home, proof of your rental agreement, 
which must state your monthly rent 
amount. 

The agency will determine if you 
are eligible for assistance. If you are 
eligible, ERBA will make the appro¬ 
priate payments to your energy 
provider(s) on your behalf or, in some 
cases, directly to you. 

Below are some of the income 
eligibility guidelines for the ILHEAP 
program. For more detailed informa¬ 
tion, contact the office nearest you. 

What is line loss? 
Each month, your cooperative 

distributes a copy of its financials in 
this magazine. You probably see a 
listing for “line loss.” Have you ever 
wondered what line loss is? 

Imagine buying some ice cream at 
the store had having a portion of it melt 
before you get home. Electric utilities 
have a similar situation when it comes 
to delivering electricity to your home. 

Utilities normally are metered at 
their substations by their power suppli¬ 
ers. From this meter, data is gathered by 
which the utilities are billed. The 
utilities then meter each customer at 
their home or business. Generally, there 
is a difference between the total electric¬ 
ity (kwh) purchases and the total 
electricity sold. This difference is referred 
to as a line loss. 

The line loss can be attributed to 
several different factors. One major 
cause of line loss is heat loss. As 
electricity flows through power lines, 
transformers and regulators, the 
amount of heat increases. This heat loss 

can be reduced by upgrading distribu¬ 
tion lines and properly sizing transform¬ 
ers. 

Due to longer distribution lines that 
cooperatives have, line losses tend to be 
higher than those in more densely 
populated areas. Edgar Electric has 
5,000 members and averages 3.4 con¬ 
sumers per mile of line. As you an see, 
our density is quite low. Many coopera¬ 
tives in Illinois average around 10 
percent line loss. Line loss fluctuates 
will fluctuate from month to month 
depending when electric meters are read. 
Edgar Electric’s average line loss for the 
month of October was 8.5 percent. 

Edgar Electric strives to provide its 
members with reliable electric service 
and has done a good job at reducing line 
loss so far. However, we continually are 
investigating and implementing new 
methods to further reduce line loss. By 
keeping our percentage of line loss 
down, we can serve our membership 
more efficiently. 

Income 
eligibility: 

30-days prior to 
application 

Family size 30-day 
income 

1 $ 806 
2 1,079 
3 1,352 
4 1,625 
5 1,898 
6 2,171 

For more 
information, 

call your 
local ERBA 

office. 
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Operating statement — October 1996 
Year-to-date 

A 

Account Description LastYear ThisYear This Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $5,974,465 $6,187,409 $618,548 

Cost of Purchased Power 3,720,604 3,583,012 343,761 
Transmission Expense -0- -0- -0- 
Distribution Expense—Operation 140,474 175,216 26,762 

Distribution Expense—Maintenance 459,964 515,269 46,984 

Consumer Accounts Expense 253,515 235,966 20,659 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 83,261 76,524 6,490 
Administrative & General Expense 702,776 742,682 84,273 

Total Operation & Maintenance Expense 5,360,594 5,328,670 528,930 

Depreciation & Amortization Expense 292,458 331,830 34,077 

Tax Expense—Property 9,992 7,292 600 

Tax Expense—Other 78,425 88,447 7,016 

Interest on Long-Term Debt 297,688 362,800 43,716 

Interest Expense—Other 44,394 89,147 5,895 

Other Deductions (49,972) (47,348) (4,734) 

Total Cost of Electric Service 6,033,579 6,160,837 615,500 

Patronage Capital & Operating Margins (59,114) 26,572 3,048 
Nonoperating Margins—Interest 106,893 194,667 8,387 

Nonoperating Margins—Other 8,412 6,863 651 

Other Capital Credits and Patronage Dividends 51,241 54,967 0 

Patronage Capital or Margins 107,432 283,069 12,086 
J 

When your power is out.. .we’re on the line! » 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have 

electricity. Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have your 
account number and location readily available so we may restore your service quickly. 

Local calls — dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 
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Your opportunity— 
your cooperative 
EECA annual meeting 

The month of March 
will be with us soon. 
That means it’s just 
about time for the 
Edgar Electric Co¬ 
operative annual meet¬ 
ing of members. This 

year will mark the 58th 
year for the annual event. 

The meeting is scheduled to 
take place on Saturday, March 8 at Crestwood School in 
Paris. Crestwood School is located on U.S. Route 150 
and is approximately 1.5 miles east of 111. Route 1. More 
details of the event are listed below. 

The annual meeting is your opportunity to participate 
in the operation of your cooperative. The annual meeting 
is not held for the benefit of the cooperative’s board of 
directors or the management or the employees. The 
annual meeting is held for your benefit. 

This is your opportunity to hear about the performance 
of your cooperative and ask questions. This is your 
opportunity to hear about your cooperative’s plans to 
meet the changing utility environment. This is your 
opportunity to elect the directors who will lead your 
cooperative into the 21st century. 

The foundation of the cooperative is you —the member! 
Without your support and participation, your cooperative 
becomes just another electric utility. So make plans to 
attend your annual meeting! 

EECA 
58th Annual Meeting of Members 

Saturday, March 8, 1997 
Crestwood School 

Paris, IL 

Member registration begins  7 a.m. 
Pancake and sausage breakfast 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
Children’s room opens  8 a.m. 
Business meeting  10 a.m. 

**Due to the timing of the nominating committee and 
publication deadlines, a copy of the nominating committee 
report is not available at the time of printing. A copy of 
the report will be on file at the cooperative headquarters 
after Jan.uary 10. 
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Watch your mail for the 
official notice of the 

Edgar Electric Co-operative 
Annual Meeting! 

The role of the board of directors 
The board of directors of Edgar Electric Co-operative is elected 

by cooperative members as representatives. As an Edgar Electric 
member, the director serves on a part-time basis and attends 
board and committee meetings. Board training and seminars are 
a necessary part of being a board member. With changes in the 
electric industry on the horizon, it is vital that the cooperative 
board of directors be provided current information and continue 
to improve the skills of being a board member. 

Through training and seminars, these goals can be attained. 
Edgar Electric Co-operative is fortunate to have several board 
members who are certified by the National Rural Electric Co¬ 
operative Association. Those board members are: David Hollis of 
Paris, Joe Welsh of Marshall, Ralph Wright of Paris, David 
Schiver of Martinsville, Jon Farris of Hume, and John Fell of 
Kansas. Board members who are seeking certification are: Garold 
Farthing of Hindsboro, Tom Murphy of Marshall, and Phil Hess of 
Chrisman. 

Specifically, your board of directors: 
1. Determines policy guidelines for the daily operations of the 

cooperative. 
2. Employs the manager to direct operations and employees. 
3. Determines a workplan and budget. 
4. Sets rate and fee schedules for service. 
5. Enters into contracts for power supply, services and loans 

for capital improvements. 
6. Evaluates the performance of the cooperative and its 

managers. 
7. Reports to cooperative members on the financial condition 

of the cooperative at the annual meeting. 
Edgar Electric Co-operative directors, along with fellow direc¬ 

tors in this country’s nearly 1,000 electric-cooperative systems, 
face a monumental task since their utilities maintain about one- 
half of all the power lines in this country. Yet these cooperatives 
have only about one-sixth of all the electric utility revenue. Their 
interest in their cooperative is purely service—to their neighbors 
and their community. 

Edgar Electric Mission Statement 

Edgar Electric Co-operative, together with its wholly 
owned subsidiary, EEC Services, Inc., exists to serve the 
changing needs of its members and customers by improv¬ 
ing their quality of life, by actively supporting community 
development, and by identifying and serving its members’ 
and customers’ energy needs. 
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Being a co-op member, 
what it all means 

We hate to admit it, but sometimes we have a tendency to 
forget that all of our customers have not always received their 
electricity from an electric cooperative. You may not know about 
the advantages of receiving electricity from an electric coopera¬ 
tive—your rights, your privileges and your responsibilities. 

When receiving your electric service from an electric coopera¬ 
tive such as Edgar Electric Co-operative, you should know: 

• You are a member of the cooperative and as a member 
you are part-owner of the cooperative. 

• You have the right to attend the cooperative’s annual 
meeting of members held each March and to vote for the 
board of directors which governs the cooperative. 

• You have the responsibility to keep up with developments 
affecting your cooperative. 

• Your cooperative was established by local activists at a 
time when existing utilities refused or neglected to serve 
the area where you live now. 

All cooperative members receive a monthly subscription to 
Illinois Country Living. Electric cooperatives began publishing 
periodicals such as this in the 1940s to communicate with their 
members when the cooperative was being attacked in extensive 
negative advertising campaigns. 

Today, Edgar Electric relies on this magazine, not only to 
relay information about this business, but also to encourage you 
to use electricity wisely and safely. Promoting electrical safety 
can help save the lives of our cooperative members. Promoting 
wise electrical use can help the cooperative and its members 
save money. Cooperative personnel can help members make 
informed decisions when purchasing new, efficient appliances 
and technologies for the home. 

For your winter heating needs call 
Edgar Propane Supply 

A subsidiary of Edgar Electric 

Phone:465-5800or 1-800-343-5800 
• 24 hour emergency service • Competitive prices 
• Budget billing • Drive-by fills or call-in delivery 

• Prompt and courteous seervice 
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Operating statement — November 1996 
Year-to-date 
Account Description Last Year This Year This Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $6,617,100 $7,035,716 $848,307 
Cost of Purchased Power 4,151,570 4,070,554 487,542 
Transmission Expense -0- -0- -0- 
Distribution Expense—Operation 155,132 190,475 15,258 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 496,218 543,333 28,064 
Consumer Accounts Expense 275,155 254,475 18,508 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 90,388 82,032 5,508 
Administrative & General Expense 761,152 828,460 85,778 
Total Operation & Maintenance Expense 5,929,615 5,969,329 640,659 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 325,149 366,344 34,514 
Tax Expense—Property 10,591 8,317 1,025 
Tax Expense—Other 86,490 95,490 7,043 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 324,991 404,637 41,836 
Interest Expense—Other 54,723 94,154 5,008 
Other Deductions (54,614) (52,216) (4,867) 
Total Cost of Electric Service 6,676,945 6,886,055 725,218 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins (59,845) 149,661 123,089 
Nonoperating Margins—Interest 116,865 202,385 7,718 
Nonoperating Margins—Other 9,085 7,504 641 
Other Capital Credits and Patronage Dividends 51,241 54,967 0 
Patronage Capital or Margins 117,346 414,517 131,448 

Manager’s report to the board — November 1996 
Statistics and Revenue Data November 1995 October 1996November 1996 
Number Connected Consumers 
Average kwh Used 
Average Bill 
No. kwh Purchased 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 

Line Loss Percent (12 month average) 
Cost Per kwh Purchased 
Cost Per kwh Delivered 
Member Cost Per kwh 
Miles Energized 
Revenue Per Mile 
Total Expense Per Mile 

v  

5,018 5,060 5,064 
1,140 1,150 1,558 

126.56 120.56 166.16 
6,223,206 5,585,525 7,316,187 
5,719,964 5,822,329 7,921,495 

10.9% 8.5% 6.8% 
$0,069 $0,062 $0,067 
$0,075 $0,059 $0,062 
$0,112 $0,105 $0,107 

1,488 1,496 1,495 
$439.03 $413.47 $567.43 
$432.37 $411.43 $485.10 

When your power is out.. .we’re on the line! 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. 

Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have your 
account number and location readily available so we may restore your service quickly. 

Local calls — dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 
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Control yourself! 
We’re inviting — and reminding—you to 

be an active cooperative member! 

Edgar Electric Cooperative Association 
58th annual meeting of members 

Saturday, March 8, 1997 
Crestwood School, Paris, IL 

7:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. Member registration 
7:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. Member breakfast 

8 a.m. Children’s room opens 
10 a.m. Business meeting begins 

Because you are a member of 
your local cooperative, you have 
the opportunity to make your 
voice heard, tell us what is on 
your mind, and vote at your 
annual meeting. The more you tell 
us, the better we can serve you! 
Because the cooperative is locally 
owned and operated, it is a very 
special kind of business. 

This year, take advantage of 
your opportunity to attend the 
58th Annual Meeting of Mem¬ 
bers. Mark your calendars with 
the above information. And if 
you need more information, give 
us a call at (217) 463-4145 or 
(800) 635-4145. We look forward 
to seeing you at this year’s 
annual meeting. 

Office closing 
We will be closed 
Friday, March 28, 

in honor of Good Friday 
and the Easter weekend. 

MARCH 1997 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



Reducing energy use of water beds 
For some people, crawling into a 

nice, warm water bed is the best 
way to survive cold nights during 
the winter. By following a few simple 
pointers regarding your water bed, 
you can stay warm in the winter, 
enjoy the comfort in the summer 
and save money on your electric bill. 

First of all, remember that a 
water bed uses more energy to 
maintain its temperature in a cold 
room. It will be warmer than the 
room temperature, unless you do 
not use a heater. 

The average water bed uses 90 
to 150 kilowatt-hours a month. The 
amount of electricity costs $10 - 
$18.00. 

Covering your water bed will 
reduce energy use. A partially 

unmade bed uses 30 percent more 
energy than one that is made. 

If you have a standard water bed, 
insulate the bottom and sides with 
polystyrene insulation. Place it 
around the sides and underneath, 
between the wood deck and plastic 
liner. This can reduce your operating 
costs by about 25 percent. 

An alternative to insulating is to 
buy an insulated liner. Tests have 
shown that these liners save about 
13 percent on a standard king-size 
bed. 

Keep in mind that the size of the 
water bed, the design of the mattress, 
the efficiency and size of the heater, 
as well as your lifestyle, will affect the 
water bed’s electrical usage. 

In A Co-Op, What Goes 
Around Comes Around. 

that operate 
purely to 

benefit you, the 
member. And 

revenues stay in 
the community, 

strengthening our quality of 
life. 

Everyone is better off when 
their meter runs slowly. But when 
it does pick up speed, only co-op 
members get more than just a 
bigger bill in return. 

Your local 
co-op electric 
meter may look 
exactly like 
those of the 
other utilities. But 
its actually very 
different. Other customers pay 
some huge corporation for their 
electricity. Co-op members are 
basically paying themselves for 
electricity, because co-ops are 
local no-for-profit organizations 

Edgar Electric Co-operative Association 
We Get Our Power From You...Our Members. 
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Make your home electrically safe 
Here are ten simple ways to help 
you use electricity more safely 
around your home. 
1. Put safety covers on all unused 

wall outlets so children can’t 
explore them with tiny fingers. 
Replace any broken wall plates. 

2. If cords are frayed or cracked, 
replace them. Never nail or 
staple cords to the wall or floor. 
Keep furniture off cords, even if 
they’re hiding beneath carpet. 

3. Extension cords are meant to be 
used temporarily. It’s not safe to 
use them as permanent house¬ 
hold wiring. 

4. Use three-prong plugs in three- 
prong outlets. Never cut the 
third prong off to fit into a two- 
prong outlet. Don’t force plugs 
into outlets if they don’t fit 
easily. 

5. Install ground fault circuit 
interrupters in bathrooms and 
kitchens. They help prevent 
electrocutions where water and 
electricity might meet. 

6. Make sure your light bulbs are 
the proper wattage for the fix- 

8. 

9. 

10. 

tures they’re used 
in. If you don’t 
know the proper 
wattage (lamps and 
light fixtures often 
have it stamped or 
etched-in), check 
with the manufac¬ 
turer. 
Circuit breakers 
and fuses should be 
of the current sizes 
for your circuit. If 
you’re not sure, call 
Edgar Electric Co¬ 
operative or an electrician. 
Keep water away from appli¬ 
ances. If you dry your hair in the 
bathroom, unplug your dryer 
when it’s not being used. If it 
gets wet, unplug it and have it 
checked by a qualified repair 
person. 
If an appliance consistently trips 
at circuit or if it shocks you, get 
rid of it. 
Protect yourself and your com¬ 
puter and entertainment equip¬ 
ment. Look for cracks in wiring, 
plugs and connectors. 

The challenge of providing power to sparsely 
populated areas 

Before local rural electric coop¬ 
eratives like Edgar Electric were 
created, most rural homes did not 
have power, even though homes in 
city areas were electrified. The 
reason: Existing power companies 
could not or would not serve the 
sparsely populated rural areas. 

The rest is history and today, 
people are fortunate enough to live 
almost anywhere knowing electricity 
will be available. 

Living in the country certainly 
has its advantages, but it can also 
have a few drawbacks. Since rural 
areas are sparsely populated, your 
electric cooperative maintains 1,500 
miles of power lines to serve 5,000 
cooperative members. That is a lot of 

wire! In fact, if you’d stretch it one 
direction, it would reach from Paris to 
Las Vegas, Nevada. In comparison, to 
serve the same number of consum¬ 
ers, investor-owned utilities would 
only need to maintain between 200 to 
300 miles of power lines, depending 
upon their consumer density. 

Consequently, the size of Edgar 
Electric’s service territory is more 
susceptible to wind and storms. 
However, when Mother Nature does 
make an occasional outage occur, 
your cooperative commands all its 
resources to get service restored as 
quickly as possible. We know you 
depend on us, so we will work day 
and night until the power is restored. 

“Edgar 
Electric 

maintains 
1,500 miles 
of lines to 

serve 5,000 
members.99 
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Operating statement — December 1996 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year This Year This Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $7,262,165 $7,777,982 $742,266 
Cost of Purchased Power 4,582,509 4,575,679 505,125 
Transmission Expense -0- -0- -0- 
Distribution Expense—Operation 163,136 203,492 13,017 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 545,970 586,774 43,440 
Consumer Accounts Expense 298,276 288,130 33,656 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 94,440 88,044 6,012 
Administrative & General Expense 894,336 1,004,895 176,435 
Total Operation & Maintenance Expense 6,578,666 6,747,013 777,684 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 358,287 401,324 34,980 
Tax Expense—Property 11,191 9,342 1,025 
Tax Expense—Other 95,274 102,107 6,617 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 361,687 448,032 43,396 
Interest Expense—Other 67,013 100,112 5,958 
Other Deductions (64,795) (55,792) (3,576) 
Total Cost of Electric Service 7,407,325 7,752,139 866,084 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins (145,160) 25,843 (123,818) 
Nonoperating Margins—Interest 127,777 211,558 9,172 
Nonoperating Margins—Other 9,875 8,136 631 
Other Capital Credits and Patronage Dividends 51,241 54,967 0 
Patronage Capital or Margins 

L 
43,734 300,502 (114,014) 

J 

Manager’s report to the board — December 1996 
Statistics and Revenue Data Dec 1995 Nov 1996 Dec 1996 

Number Connected Consumers 5,015 5,064 5,057 
Average kwh Used 1,131 1,558 1,323 
Average Bill 127.18 166.16 145.51 
No. kwh Purchased 5,913,790 7,316,187 8,575,931 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 5,671,841 7,921,495 6,689,918 
Line Loss Percent (12 month average) 10.1% 6.8% 8.8% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0,073 $0,067 $0,059 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0,076 $0,062 $0,076 
Member Cost Per kwh $0,113 $0,107 $0,110 
Miles Energized 1,488 1,495 1,496 
Revenue Per Mile $441.38 $567.43 $496.17 
Total Expense Per Mile 

V    
$490.85 $485.10 $578.93 

J 

When your power is out.. .we’re on the line! 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have 

electricity. Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have 
your account number and location readily available so we may restore your service 
quickly. 

Local calls — dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris - dial 1-800-635-4145 

'irrrrfrvrrrcrrrpnYfTr^ 
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We’re changing power 
suppliers! 

Edgar Electric Co-operative 
Association will take a proactive 
approach to changes that are coming 
to the electric utility industry. Tho¬ 
mas J. Hentz, general manager, told 
members attending Edgar Electric’s 
58th annual meeting that the coop¬ 
erative will be switching wholesale 
power suppliers. The annual meet¬ 
ing, attended by 290 members, was 
held Saturday, March 8, at 
Crestwood School, Paris. 

Edgar Electric is buying out of its 
$ 11 million portion of Soyland Power 
Cooperative’s debt, Hentz said. Edgar 
Electric is one of 21 electric distribu¬ 
tion cooperative members of Soyland, 
a wholesale power cooperative. The 
locally-owned electric cooperative will 
be contracting with Cinergy Corp. for 
its future power supply needs. Before 
making the deal with Cinergy, Edgar 
Electric asked for bid proposals from 
over 100 different power suppliers, 
the manager added. 

Cinergy Corp. is the 13th largest 
investor-owned utility company in 
the nation in terms of generating 
capacity. This Cincinnati-based 
corporation, which is one of the 
country’s newest utility holding 
companies, serves about 1.3 million 
electric customers and 420,000 gas 
customers in Ohio, Indiana and 
Kentucky. 

The reliability of the Cinergy 
generating system is enhanced by 
the operating company’s numerous 
interconnections with neighboring 
utility systems, Hentz noted. This 
provides expanded access to addi¬ 
tional generation for both emergency 
and economic reasons, he added. 

Hentz explained that Soyland 
Power Cooperative recently com¬ 
pleted a buyout of its debt to the 
federal government’s Rural Utilities 
Services, formerly the REA. This will 
allow Soyland to reduce rates, but 
Hentz said Edgar Electric will be 
better off in the future if it can 
control its own destiny and wholesale 
power costs. 

APRIL 1997 

“It’s not that the Soyland deal is 
a bad deal, it’s just that the Cinergy 
deal is better,” said Hentz. The 
Soyland deal is simply a Band-Aid to 
a problem that has plagued coopera¬ 
tive members for the last 20 years. 
Many times Soyland’s decisions are 
based on political reasons, not based 
on good business decisions. These 
decisions are not always best for the 
individual cooperatives, like Edgar 
Electric, which own Soyland Power. 
We believe Edgar Electric and its 
members will be better off in the 
future if we control our own des¬ 
tiny.” 

Hentz explained, “Rates will be 
maintained as is with only insignifi¬ 
cant inflationary increases each year 
over the next three years so we can 
pay off the Soyland debt quickly. In 
1997 retail rates will be 11.90 per 
kwh, then 12.1C in 1998 and 12.3C 
in 1999. Starting in 2000, rates will 
be cut drastically to 7.9C. That will 
be 27 percent less than what we 
would have paid if we stayed with 
Soyland Power and less than the 
national average for retail electricity. 

“We believe it is better to pay off 
the Soyland debt quickly. We’ll be 
able to do that in a three-year period 
with our power supply cost advan¬ 
tage and a self-imposed, bare-bones, 
local operating budget,” said Hentz. 

Edgar Electric will also enter into 
joint service agreements with 
Cinergy that will cut operating costs 
for the cooperative. “This preferential 
business partnership will enhance 
the cooperative’s distribution and 
operation portion of the business 
because we will be sharing resources 
with Cinergy,” said Hentz. 

For example, Hentz said, “We can 
purchase through Cinergy’s inven¬ 
tory, saving the cooperative money 
and time. We can also increase 
revenue by contracting maintenance 
service to Cinergy on the western 
side of Indiana. I think they will find 
no one provides better rural electric 

(Continued on page 16b) 

■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



service than our linemen. We will 
have a joint propane project allowing 
us to offer our propane customers 
even better pricing. Also, a joint 
marketing agreement will allow us to 
market power in east central Illinois. 
With deregulation just around the 
corner, all kinds of avenues open up 
that were not available to us before. 
It will be a win-win situation for both 
organizations,” said Hentz. 

Despite these major changes, 
Hentz reminded the members that 
some things never change. “Edgar 
Electric’s mission has always been to 
improve the quality of life for its 
members,” said Hentz. “In addition 
to preparing for deregulation of our 
core business, we will continue to 
meet the needs of our members 
through our subsidiary, EEC Ser¬ 
vices, Inc. As a locally owned busi¬ 
ness we are staffed by people from 
this community who know our 
members and understand their 
needs. Also, we will continue to 
actively be involved in local economic 
development projects like 
Clark-Edgar Rural Water District,” 

said Hentz. 
Edgar Electric’s subsidiaries 

include Rural TV and DirecTV satellite 
programming service. Clear Talk 
Communications, Ameritech Cellular 
and Paging and Edgar Propane Sup¬ 
ply. Hentz updated the membership 
on the progress of the subsidiary 
businesses. 

During the meeting the member¬ 
ship re-elected three directors for 
three-year terms on the board: Jon 
Farris of Hume, John Fell of Kansas 
and David Schiver of Martinsville. 

Reorganizing after the meeting, 
the board selected officers for 
1997-98, with the previous year’s 
officers maintaining their positions. 
They are David Hollis of Paris, presi¬ 
dent; Farris, vice president; Fell, 
secretary-treasurer; and Tom Murphy 
of Marshall, assistant 
secretary-treasurer. 

Edgar Electric Co-operative Asso¬ 
ciation serves more than 5,000 mem¬ 
bers with 1,477 miles of energized line 
in Clark, Coles, Douglas, Edgar and 
Vermilion counties. 

Edgar Electric 
Co-operative 

Association’s gen¬ 
eral manager Tom 
J. Hentz, left, con¬ 

gratulates re¬ 
elected board 
members Jon 

Farris of Metcalf, 
John Fell of Kan¬ 

sas and David 
Schiver of 

Martinsville. They 
were reelected at 
the cooperative’s 

58th annual meet¬ 
ing, held Saturday, 

March 8, at 
Crestwood School, 

Paris. 
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Plan before you plant and 
stay untangled 

Tree planting is a tradition of 
spring. Trees not only add beauty to 
any landscape but add value to your 
home. Before you plant a new tree 
around your home, consider these 
points: 

• Will the roots damage the 
foundation of the home? 

• Will branches brush cars using 
the driveway or obstruct a driver’s 
vision? 

• As the tree grows will branches 
drag across the roof and drop leaves 
in the gutter, or come dangerously 

close to the home? 
•Will the new tree or bush dam¬ 

age underground electric wires? 
• Will the tree soon grow into 

electric lines and endanger service to 
yourself and your neighbor? 

Just about everyone likes trees— 
and everyone needs electricity. But 
remember, trees and power lines do 
not mix. If a tree branch is near a 
line and falls onto it, you and your 
neighbors could be without electric¬ 

ity- 
Remember. . .plan before you plant. 

Line Workers Wanted 
Long and unpredictable 
hours, hazardous working 
conditions, requires some 
weekend and holiday work. 
Must be able to leam com¬ 
plex technical job and face 
adverse conditions with a 
smile. 

Fortunately, there are people 
who actually love a job like this. 

You’d think a job description like this would scare people off, 
wouldn’t you? But it doesn’t. In fact, these very demanding jobs attract 
some very dedicated people. People who understand the importance of 
keeping electricity in your home or business. People who know that 
they’ll be out in the middle of the night in a driving snowstorm. People 
who just seem to be born with a desire to do more than just have a job. 
We’d like to thank our line workers for their hard work and dedication. 
And if you agree, give them a thumbs up when you see them at work. 
Your appreciation is a big reason they take such pride in a very tough 
job. 

Edgar Electric Co-operative Association 
We Get Our Power From You. 
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Operating statement — January 1997 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year This Year This Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $748,272 $761,186 $761,186 
Cost of Purchased Power 435,412 445,274 445,274 
Transmission Expense -0- -0- -0- 
Distribution Expense—Operation 20,358 12,969 12,969 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 54,753 53,273 53,273 
Consumer Accounts Expense 27,540 21,377 21,377 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 7,426 5,765 5,765 
Administrative & General Expense 70,059 79,707 79,707 
Total Operation & Maintenance Expense 615,547 618,365 618,365 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 32,033 35,050 35,050 
Tax Expense—Property 1,892 700 700 
Tax Expense—Other 12,278 11,815 11,815 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 41,357 42,597 42,597 
Interest Expense—Other 8,438 601 601 
Other Deductions (4,617) (4,424) (4,424) 
Total Cost of Electric Service 706,927 704,704 704,704 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 41,344 56,481 56,481 
Nonoperating Margins—Interest 10,727 4,129 4,129 
Nonoperating Margins—Other 643 622 622 
Other Capital Credits and Patronage Dividends 0 0 0 
Patronage Capital or Margins 

<  

52,715 61,232 61,232 

r 

Manager’s report to the board - - January 1997 
Statistics and Revenue Data January 1996 December 1996 January 1997 
Number Connected Consumers 5,010 5,057 5,063 
Average kwh Used 1,320 1,323 1,317 
Average Bill 147.49 145.51 148.05 
No. kwh Purchased 6,510,214 8,575,931 7,010,378 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 6,610,720 6,689,918 6,670,005 
Line Loss Percent (12 month average) 10.0% 8.8% 9.3% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0,067 $0,059 $0,064 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0,066 $0,076 $0,067 
Member Cost Per kwh $0,113 $0,110 $0,112 
Miles Energized 1,488 1,496 1,495 
Revenue Per Mile $510.51 $496.17 $509.15 
Total Expense Per Mile 

^— 

$475.09 $578.93 $471.37 

  

When your power is out.. .we’re on the line! m 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have 

electricity. Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have your 
account number and location readily available so we may restore your service quickly. 

Local calls — dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 ■-rrrcrrr^rrrrrrrr^rrcrrr^ 
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Edgar Electric Co-operative has received awards for having the best accident/illness record 

and best lost time accident record in 1996. The presentations were made at the Safety/ 
Supervisory Technical Conference, sponsored by the Association of Illinois Electric Co¬ 

operatives (AIEC) and held March 12-13 in Springfield. Pictured from left are Edgar Elec¬ 

tric employees Greg Hollingsworth, Archie Eslinger, Jim Fleming and Bud Walls. 
Presenting the award is Dick Dunsworth, chairman of the AIEC Training and Safety Com¬ 

mittee. 

Edgar receives safety awards 
When the job requires working with 

electric lines carrying 7,200 or more volts 
of electricity, safety has to be the number 
one priority. Whether it’s dealing with 
bad weather or a car accident that takes 
out a power pole and line, protecting the 
public and completing the job safely 
come first with the employees, manage¬ 
ment and directors of Illinois’ 28 electric 
cooperatives. 

Each year a select few cooperatives 
are recognized for outstanding safety 
records. This year, Edgar Electric Co¬ 
operative Association, Paris, was one of 
several Illinois electric cooperatives to 
earn safety awards. The honor was 
presented by the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives’ Training and 

Safety Committee. Edgar Electric 
received awards for having the best 
accident/illness record and the best lost 
time accident record in 1996. 

The presentations were made March 
12 during the Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives Safety/Supervisory Technical 
Conference in Springfield. 

“It’s not easy to earn these 
awards,” said Tom J. Hentz, general 
manager of Edgar Electric. “Safety is 
something we must constantly train 
for and think about. The awards 
recognize just how serious our em¬ 
ployees and board of directors are 
about preventing accidents.” 

It’s electrical safety month! 
May is Electrical Safety Month, and we invite you to mark your calendar 

for this special observance. 
Start with a tour of your home to check out some of the 

basics for using electricity as safely as possible. 
• Plug in portable appliances only when you intend to use 

them. Disconnect them when not in use. 
• Make sure there’s proper ventilation around TVs and 

VCRs; restricted air flow can cause them to overheat. 
• Use extension cords and appliances that have a seal of 

approval from a major testing laboratory, such as Underwrit¬ 
ers Laboratories (UL). 

There’s much more you can do, of course, and we’ll be 
happy to advise you. Simply contact us, and we’ll help you 
with a checklist you can use every day of every month. 
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Grand prizes 
provide by: 

Edgar Propane 
and EEC 
Services: 

Ducane 
Propane Gill 

plus one 
cylinder fill 

June Cork 

Edgar Electric 
Cooperative: 

$300 energy 
certificate 

expires 
12/31/97 

Madge 
Buckner 

closing 
Monday, May 26, 

in observance of 
Memorial Day 

Edgar Electric Cooperative 
Annual Meeting of Members 

Saturday, March 8 
Gift description: 
Group 1 
Edgar County plat book 
Wooden quartz self clock 
36 oz. thermos 
State Farm road atlas 
Scratch pads 
Edgar Electric hat 
Agrigold jacket 
Scratch pads 
Large tool box 
Scratch pads 
11" electric skillet 
One hat 
Ameritech carry bag 
Scratch pads 
4- quart Crock*Pot 
53-piece socket set 
Scratch pads 
Case of Marathon oil 
12-cup automatic coffee maker 
Lube/oil/filter; fuel injection clean 
Long-lasting fluorescent light bulb 
$15 certificate at Paris Family Rest. 
Bag of 12-12-12 fertilizer, pig ears 
One hat 
60” blue umbrella 
Scratch pads 
State Farm road atlas 
Two certificates for sandwichs 
Scratch pads 
Tote bag, 2 mugs 
Edgar Electric hat 
Emergency kit for automobile 
Long-lasting fluorescent light bulb 
Oil change-value $21.95 
50-foot electrical cord 
Scratch pads 
Die-cast pickup; Delco football 
Motorola tote bag 
Edgar Electric hat 
Two certificates for sandwichs 
Scratch pads 
Long-lasting fluorescent light bulb 
Oil change & car wash 
Long-lasting fluorescent light bulb 
Oil change-value $21.95 
Outdoor thermometer 
Edgar Electric hat 
Napa semi truck 
State Farm road atlas 
36-oz. thermos 
Scratch pads 
Bag of 12-12-12 fertilizer, pig ears 
One hat 
3-speed, 12' oscillating fan 
Westinghouse security light 
Certificate for oil/lube/filter 
Long-lasting fluorescent light bulb 
Two certificates for sandwiches 
12-volt work light 
Edgar Electric hat 
Two certificates for sandwichs 
One hat 
Tote bag 
Scratch pads 
Edgar County plat book 
One hat and one jacket 
Long-lasting fluorescent light bulb 
Oil change-value $21.95 
Wagner Power Roller 907 
Motorola beach raft 
Volleyball & Badminton Set 
Scratch pads 
Goodyear coat, shirt and hat 
Mr. Coffee coffee maker 
Certificate for oil/lube/filter 
Long-lasting fluorescent light bulb 
Propane lantern & fill 
5- foot electrical cord 
Klein tool pouch, book, certificate 
Edgar Electric hat 

Business: 

Country Companies Ins. 
Dalum’s Utility 
Edgar Electric 
State Farm-Terry Elston 
Pap-R Products 
Edgar Electric 
Akin Seed 
Pap-R Products 
TRO Maintenance 
Pap-R Products 
United Utilities Supply 
Vermeer of Central Illinois, Inc. 
Ameritech Cellular & Paging 
Pap-R Products 
Elledge Insurance 
Altec 
Pap-R Products 
Lanman Oil 
Electric Lab & Sales Corp. 
Scotty’s Tire Center LP 
Edgar Electric 
Ray Aitken Trucking 
Keys Fertilizer 
Burns & McDonnell 
Bass Mollett Publishing 
Pap-R Products 
State Farm-Terry Elston 
Subway of Paris 
Pap-R Products 
Utility Marketing Concepts 
Edgar Electric 
Evansville Truck Center 
Edgar Electric 
Uliana Tire 
Edgar Electric 
Pap-R Products 
Big A Auto 
Motorola Inc. 
Edgar Electric 
Subway of Paris 
Pap-R Products 
Edgar Electric 
Countryside Chevrolet 
Edgar Electric 
Uliana Tire 
Paris Rural King Supply 
Edgar Electric 
Bob’s Napa Auto 
State Farm-Terry Elston 
Edgar Electric 
Pap-R Products 
Keys Fertilizer 
Burns & McDonnell 
Fletcher-Reinhardt 
WESCO 
Steve Winkler Chevrolet-Cadillac 
Edgar Electric 
Subway of Paris 
Drake Scruggs 
Edgar Electric 
Subway of Paris 
Vermeer of Central Illinois, Inc. 
Utility Marketing Concepts 
Pap-R Products 
Country Companies Insurance 
Vermeer of Central Illinois, Inc. 
Edgar Electric 
Uliana Tire 
Brownstown Electric Supply Co. 
Clear Talk Communications 
O & M Services 
Pap-R Products 
Uliana Tire 
Winters & Associates 
Steve Winkler Chevrolet-Cadillac 
Edgar Electric 
Edgar Electric & Edgar Propane 
Edgar Electric 
Fred Biggs Electric Supply Co. 
Edgar Electric 

Winner: 

Josephine Lamb 

Dean & Doris McConchie 

Dean & Rose Perisho 

Marion McConchie 

Gordon Guymon 
Mary Stickler 

Sarah Black & Marguerite Travioli 
Franklin Wallace 

Robert F. Daugherty 
Michael E. Hutchens 
Robert L. Bennett 

Symmes Twshp-Jim Griffin 
Lester & Ann Maxwell 

Rene Miller 

Mary Beth Dye 

Jim Hansen 

Carolee Willoughby 

Earl & Jane D. Weaver 

Mary Barkley 

Fredric Alwardt 

Kenneth Rankins 

Dwight T. & Freida Huey 

Phoebe M. Walls 

Betty M. Myers 

Hobart E. Dixon 
James & Ruth K. Rowe 
June Cork 

Edith Jones 

Ruth M. Hunter 

Fay J. Douglas 

Robert & Reba F. Schwartz 

Wayne L. & Peg Stephen 
Charles & Linda Brown 

Betty Brinkerhoff 

Josiah & Ruth Ingram 
Arnold D. Wilson 

Carl R. & Roselli Jean Gallington 
Wayne Richmond 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ MAY 1997 



Long-lasting fluorescent light bulb 
Five $5 prescription gift certificates 
State Farm road atlas 
Scratch pads 
60" burgandy umbrella 
Bag of 12-12-12 fertilizer, pig ears 
One hat 
Scratch pads 
Goodyear coat, shirt and hat 
12-foot measuring ruler 
Edgar County plat book 
Two certificates for sandwichs 
AM/FM clock radio 
Certificate for oil/lube/filter 
Long-lasting fluorescent light bulb 
Tote bag 
RCA universal remote control 
Scratch pads 
Oil change certificate, value $22.39 
Long-lasting fluorescent light bulb 
Bushnell 10x50 binoculars 
Scratch pads 
Edgar County plat book 
Long-lasting fluorescent light bulb 
Five $5 prescription gift certificate 
36 oz. thermos 
Scratch pads 
State Farm road atlas 
Blendmaster blender 
Certificate for oil/lube/filter 
Long-lasting fluorescent light bulb 
Gift certificate #l-meal for two 
Gift certificate #2-meal for two 
Certificate for two for brunch 
Lunch for two-$10 gift certificate 
$25 checking account 
One hat 
Gourmet gift basket 
5-quart electric ice cream maker 
Maximum/minimum thermometer 
$50 savings bond 
$50 savings bond 
Pentax mini-binoculars 
Chicago Bulls coin 
$50 gift certificate of Rural King 
Pentax mini-binoculars 
25" Hon 2-drawer letter file cabinet 
Microwave oven 

Edgar Electric 
Paris Clinic Pharmacy 
State Farm-Terry Elston 
Pap-R Products 
Bass Mollett 
Keys Fertilizer Sales 
Burns & Mcdonnell 
Pap-R Products 
Uliana Tire 
Art Reese Lumber Co. 
Country Companies Insurance 
Subway of Paris 
Hevi Duty 
Mooney Ford 
Edgar Electric 
Utility Marketing Concepts 
Horace Link & Co. 
Pap-R Products 
Furry's Quick Stop 
Edgar Electric 
Edgar Electric 
Pap-R Products 
Country Companies Insurance 
Edgar Electric 
Pearman Pharmacy 
Edgar Electric 
Pap-R Products 
State Farm Insurance 
Winters & Associates 
Mike Mooney, Inc. 
Edgar Electric 
B & J Restaurant 
B & J Restaurant 
Andrews at Westbrook 
Paragon Catering & Restaurant 
First Bank & Trust 
Burns & McDonnell 
Heatland Pork 
Edgar Electric 
Burns & McDonnell 
Faulk’s Garage 
Citizens National Bank 
Burns & McDonnell 
Edgar Co. Bank & Trust 
O & M Services 
Burns & McDonell 
Viquesney’s Office Supply 
Parkway Furniture 

Frank Drake 

Frank Bubeck 

Nancy Brown 

Charles D. & Marjorie Latham 

Pleasant Hill Church/Ray Gill 

Hugh Fyfe Sr. 

Russell & Kimberly Miller Swan 

Charles N. & Viola Hunter 

Charles Q. & Wimla Pennington 

Darrell D. & Lynetta Horsley 

Forrest H. & Alberta Nay 

Ralph Jones 
Michael Pruiett 

Leland & Betty Joan Buckner 
Tracy & Helen Skinner 
Angeline Garzolini 
Mike McClaskey & Lavira Trueblood 
R. B. & Esther Smithson 

Frances Miller 
Lola Hayes 

Gayle & Norma Jean Gard 
Five Points Church/Carl N. Morgan 
Bertha Good 

Virginia Young 

Donald W. & Faye M. Camp 
Lester & Mary Anna Holley 

Thank 
you! 

Edgar Electric 
Co-operative 
Association 

would like to 
thank all the 
vendors who 

donated atten¬ 
dance awards 
for the Edgar 
Electric 58th 

Annual Meeting 
of Members. 

Call us! We are here to serve you! 
You can help us serve you better! When calling Edgar Electric or one of the 

cooperative’s subsidiaries, it is important to call the right telephone number to make sure 
your call is answered quickly by the appropriate personnel. Since the cooperative takes 
care of billing for the Clark-Edgar Rural Water District, we have included their telephone 
information as well. By calling the right number, we can better serve you! 

Edgar Electric Cooperative Association 
Regarding your electric bill. 
Regarding your electric service. 
When moving, change of address. 

EEC Service, Inc. 
Regarding your billing. 
Regarding DIRECTV sales and service. 
Regarding Ameritech Cellular 

Edgar Propane Supply 
For general information. 
Regarding propane transport drop. 

Clear Talk Communications 
Regarding billing. 
Regarding radio sales. 

Clark-Edgar Rural Water District 
Regarding billing. 
General information, service questions. 

(217) 463-4145 or (800) 635-4145 
ask for: electric billing department 
ask for: engineering department 
ask for: electric billing department 

(217) 463-3332 or (800) 642-3332 
ask for: Brenda Simpson 
ask for: Roger Hart 
ask for: Tracy Quinn 

(217) 465-5800 or (800) 343-5800 
ask for: Carrie Eveland 
ask for: Mark Comer 

(217) 466-46000 or (800) 400-4600 
ask for: Bridgett Trover 
ask for: June Jacobs 

(217) 463-5888 or (800) 966-5888 
ask for: Edgar Electric billing department 
ask for: Mildred Trowbridge 
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Operating statement — February 1997 
Year-to-date 

Account Description 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital 
Cost of Purchased Power 
Transmission Expense 
Distribution Expense—Operation 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 
Consumer Accounts Expense 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 
Administrative & General Expense 
Total Operation & Maintenance Expense 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 
Tax Expense—Property 
Tax Expense—Other 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 
Interest Expense—Other 
Other Deductions 
Total Cost of Electric Service 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 
Nonoperating Margins—Interest 
Nonoperating Margins—Other 
Other Capital Credits and Patronage Dividends 
Patronage Capital or Margins 

Last Year This Year This Month 
$1,379,317 $1,445,503 $684,318 

849,719 844,607 399,333 
-0- -0- -0- 

35,634 24,298 11,329 
91,788 94,568 41,295 
51,270 44,427 23,051 
15,599 12,030 6,264 

151,134 179,940 100,233 
1,195,142 1,199,870 581,506 

65,283 70,297 35,247 
2,492 1,400 700 

20,816 19,108 7,293 
67,424 81,057 38,461 
16,887 1,708 1,107 
(9,485) (8,721) (4,298) 

1,358,560 1,364,720 660,015 
20,756 80,784 24,303 

128,926 7,921 3,792 
1,268 1,232 611 

0 0 0 
150,950 89,937 28,705 

V > 

— 

Manager’s report to the board — February 1997 
Statistics and Revenue Data Feb. 1996 Jan.1997 Feb. 1997 
Number Connected Consumers 5,006 5,063 5,052 
Average kwh Used 1,074 1,317 1,153 
Average Bill 124.84 148.05 132.95 
No. kwh Purchased 6,693,633 7,010,378 7,229,220 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 5,377,377 6,670,005 5,826,054 
Line Loss Percent (12 month average) 9.1% 9.3% 9.4% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0,062 $0,064 $0,055 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0,077 $0,067 $0,069 
Member Cost Per kwh $0,117 $0,112 $0,115 
Miles Energized 1,488 1,495 1,495 
Revenue Per Mile $503.94 $509.15 $457.74 
Total Expense Per Mile $437.93 $471.37 $441.48 

V / 

When your power is out.. .we’re on the line! >, 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. 

Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have your account number 
and location readily available so we may restore your service quickly. 

Local calls — dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 
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New venture for Edgar Electri 
Economic Development 

Edgar Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion has always been dedicated to 
improving the quality of life in the 
rural areas. The original objective of 
the cooperative, bringing electricity to 
rural areas, was one way of accom¬ 
plishing that goal. With electricity came 
modern conveniences to the home- 
owner and industry to small towns. 

In recent years, the cooperative has 
expanded into new customer service 
areas while holding true to its original 
mission. The cooperative, along with its 
subsidiary, EEC Services, Inc., has 
branched out into communications and 
propane. But the cooperative’s newest 
venture is one that offers far-reaching 
potential. 

This new avenue of service is a 
rural revolving loan fund targeted to 
commercial and industrial development. 
The service is being launched with a 
$400,000 start-up grant announced 
earlier by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture through its Rural Economic 
Development Loan and Grant Program. 

“We’re very excited about the 
opportunities this cooperative will 
have,” said Bud Walls, assistant 
manager of Edgar Electric, “For the 
first time we will be in a position to 
directly help grow the local economy. 
This will not only help Edgar Electric 
but also the lives of people in our 
area.” 

The grant will allow the cooperative 
to expand on its partnership with the 
Clark-Edgar Rural Water District, 
another rural utility cooperative serving 
most of Clark, and the southern half of 
Edgar county. Edgar Electric currently 
provides the water district with 
management and billing services on a 
“at-cost” basis. 

The $400,000 grant will become a 
revolving loan fund which in turn will 
be used to help expand the water 
district service west into portions of 
Symmes and Grandview townships. 
This expansion is part of the “Phase II” 
development. The money will be paid 
back by Heartland Pork Enterprises as 
its share of the added cost to bring 
water service to the company’s two hog 
operations at the Bell Ridge and 
Pleasant Hill sites. 

Although final terms have not been 
set, preliminary discussion indicated 
the zero-interest loan would be repaid 
by Heartland Pork in about five years. 
“This is mainly a vehicle to get the 
revolving loan fund established, and 
allow us to get this money back in 
local development use,” Walls ex¬ 
plained. In fact, as the loan is repaid, 
portions could be available for re- 

JUNE 1997 

investment into local projects within 
the next few years. 

What this means to western 
Symmes and Grandview townships is 
that there are at least 57 residences 
signed up along the route of the water 
main that will have a safe, reliable 
source of water, Walls added. The 
phase two project includes the com¬ 
munities of Grandview and Dudley, as 
well as a new water tower in 
Grandview Township to provide 
adequate pressure and storage for the 
northwestern service area of the water 
district. 

Residential growth is a frequent 
result of water district service. It is 
already apparent in the initial parts of 
the district, and just this month a 
new subdivision for homes east of 
Grandview was approved by the Edgar 
County Board — a subdivision that 
will be served by the water line 
extension. 

The USDA grant is the first, but 
not the only, source of economic 
development support planned by Edgar 
Electric, according to Walls. Other 
resources are expected to become 
available through association with the 
cooperative’s newest power supplier, 
Cinergy, Inc., plus other regional 
economic development funds and 
agencies. Edgar Electric plans close 
cooperation with PEDCO in Paris, 
TEDCOM in Marshall and city and 
village governments in its service 
territory. 

Looking down the road, deregula¬ 
tion of electric utilities is expected in 
the near future. Illinois may be one of 
the first states to welcome this 
approach. “We support electric 
deregulation,” stated Tom Hentz, 
general manager of Edgar Electric. 
Hentz added that together with a rate 
reduction that will occur in three 
years, after Edgar Electric completes 
its buyout from Soyland Power 
Cooperative, Edgar Electric will be in a 
position to foster economic growth 
both through financial loan programs 
and a competitive cost of power. 

“It’s an exciting time to be in the 
electric industry,” Hentz concluded, 
“The cooperative and this community 
have a bright future and we are glad 
to be a part of it.” 

*Several agencies assisted the cooperative 
in obtaining the grant including the USDA 
regional office in Champaign, Joe Somerset 
with Soyland Power, the office of U.S. 
Senator Richard Durbin, grant writer 
Susan Murphy, grants administrator 
Fredi Beth Schmutte, and the office of 
Lt. Governor Bob Kustra including Doug 
Dougherty. 
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Electric Appliances top wedding wish lists 
Chances are, the June bride on 

your gift lists wants something 
that will save her time in the 
kitchen. 

Department store gift registries 
bulge with requests for electric 
bread makers, cappuccino brewers, 
wide-slot toasters and coffee 
grinders. Brides are also asking 
wedding guests to wrap up some 
tried and true favorites: hand 
mixers, blenders, crock pots and 
electric coffee pots are popular 
choices. 

Though brides always ask 
for dishes, crystal, silver and 
appliances, things are changing. 
They also want nontraditional gifts 
like fire extinguishers and halogen 
lamps. 

And lots of brides-to-be are 
including the gift choices of their 
future husbands, who are asking 
for power tools and other home 
improvement items. 

Remember when buying wedding 
gifts this summer . . . think electric! 

Cooperative personnel changes 
Tom Hentz, general manager of 

Edgar Electric Cooperative, 
announced changes in personnel 
for the cooperative and its 
subsidiary. 

Many people know Bridget 
Trover, who previously worked in 
the Edgar Electric billing 
department. Trover accepted a 
position with one of the 
cooperative’s subsidiaries. Clear 
Talk Communications. She will be 
handling all general office duties 

and billing for Clear Talk. She will 
work closely with manager, June 
Jacobs. 

Hired to replace Trover in the 
electric billing department is Mary 
Mewes of the Newman area, for¬ 
merly of Paris. Mewes previously 
was employed with Central Illinois 
Power Company in Paris and brings 
several years of electric experience. 

Good luck to Bridget and wel¬ 
come Mary! 

911 Address change 
Send in with your electric bill 

If you have 
yet to inform 
Edgar 
Electric of 
your address 
change, 
please cut 
out this form 
and enclose 
it with your 
billing 
statement. 

Name  

Old Address  

City   State Zip  

New Address   

City   State Zip  

Telephone Number  

Please mark all businesses that you have accounts with: 

Edgar Electric Edgar Propane EEC Services Clear Talk 
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Open house set for 
Edgar Propane Supply 

To show appreciation to its 
customers, Edgar Propane Supply, 
a subsidiary of Edgar Electric 
Cooperative, will once again 
hold its Annual Open House 
Celebration. This year’s Open 
House will be held on Saturday, 
June 21, 1997, at the American 
Legion 
Pavilion in 
Paris. The 
event hours 
are 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. 

For that 
day only, 
“special” 
discounted 
contract pricing is available on 
propane purchases. The Open 
House gives individuals and busi¬ 
nesses the opportunity to sign pre¬ 
purchase propane contracts. The 
minimum contract amount is 1,000 
gallons. The special pricing is good 
that day only. Contract pricing will 

be available after the Open House, 
at a slightly higher price. Door 
prizes will be awarded on the hour. 
You must register that day to 
qualify for the drawing but you 
need not be present to win. 

All current customers of Edgar 
Propane Supply will receive an 

invitation in the 
mail regarding 
the event. Anyone 
interested in 
learning more about 
the many products 
and services offered 
by Edgar Propane 
Supply or would 
like an invitation to 

this year’s Open House, should 
contact Carrie Eveland at 217/ 
465-5800 or 800/343-5800. 

The entire staff of Edgar 
Propane Supply looks forward to 
seeing you at this year’s Open 
House Celebration! 

Edgar Propane Supply 

Edgar 
Propane 
Supply 

Open House 
Celebration 

Saturday, 
June 21, 

1997 
Edgar 

Propane 
Supply offers: 

• 24-hour 
emergency 
service 

• competitive 
prices year- 
round 

• Drive-by fills 
or call-in 
delivery 
service 

• Prompt, 
courteous 
service 

The more people depend on you, the more you 
need a cellular service you can depend on. 

Make sure you’ve got Ameritech cellular service! 

Not all services are created equal. If you want high quality, you 
want Ameritech. Now you can get cellular service at a great price 
at EEC Services. Great rates, friendly service, and dependable 
Motorola equipment. 

Service with the reach & reliability you need. And that’s what 
really counts. Make sure you’ve got service from Ameritech! 

EEC Services, Inc. 
A subsidiary of Edgar Electric 

Route 1 North, Paris 

(217) 463-3332 
(800) 642-3332 

<Ameritech 

JUNE 1997 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



— 

Operating statement — March 1997 
\ 

Year-to-date 
Account Description Last Year This Year This Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $1,974,933 $2,041,916 $596,413 
Cost of Purchased Power 1,205,737 1,175,222 330,615 
Transmission Expense -0- -0- -0- 
Distribution Expense—Operation 50,978 39,158 14,860 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 140,665 124,599 30,031 
Consumer Accounts Expense 74,841 66,144 21,716 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 21,508 19,491 7,461 
Administrative & General Expense 238,207 263,143 83,203 
Total Operation & Maintenance Expense 1,731,936 1,687,757 487,886 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 98,917 105,539 35,242 
Tax Expense—Property 3,092 2,100 700 
Tax Expense—Other 30,064 26,320 7,212 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 103,966 123,767 42,710 
Interest Expense—Other 26,194 5,660 3,951 
Other Deductions (14,216) (13,170) (4,449) 
Total Cost of Electric Service 1,979,953 1,937,973 573,253 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins (5,020) 103,943 23,159 
Nonoperating Margins—Interest 142,462 1,722 (6,199) 
Nonoperating Margins—Other 1,900 1,823 590 
Other Capital Credits and Patronage Dividends 0 0 0 
Patronage Capital or Margins 

V 

139,343 107,488 17,551 

J 
/  

Manager’s report to the board — March 1997 
Statistics and Revenue Data March 1996 February 1997 March 1997 
Number Connected Consumers 4,998 5,052 5,049 
Average kwh Used 1,013 1,153 989 
Average Bill 117.87 132.95 116.76 
No. kwh Purchased 5,850,195 7,229,220 5,694,426 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 5,060,548 5,826,054 4,993,087 
Line Loss Percent (12 month average) 9.3% 9.4% 9.3% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0,061 $0,055 $0,058 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0,070 $0,069 $0,066 
Member Cost Per kwh $0,117 $0,115 $0,118 
Miles Energized 1,488 1,495 1,495 
Revenue Per Mile $409.80 $457.74 $398.94 
Total Expense Per Mile $417.60 $441.48 $383.45 

v J 

When your power is out.. .we’re on the line! 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have 

electricity. Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have your 
account number and location readily available so we may restore your service quickly. 

Local calls — dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 

YTTTTTTr^TrrTTTTTATYYT^ 
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High school students from across Illinois met their state legislators in Spring- 
field during “Illinois Electric and Telephone Cooperative Youth Day” on Wednes¬ 
day, April 30. Two area students representing Edgar Electric Co-operative 
Association met with Senator Judy Myers and Representative Michael Weaver at 
the State Capitol. The 270 students and chaperones also toured the Illinois Su¬ 
preme Court, the Executive Mansion and Lincoln’s Tomb. Representing Edgar 
Electric Co-operative Association were, from left, Bud Walls, Chaperone, Sarah 
Propst of Marshall, Rep. Weaver, Sen. Myers, Robin Pantle of Paris, and Angela 
Griffin, Chaperone. The day’s activities were sponsored by the electric and tele¬ 
phone cooperatives of Illinois. 

Melting point... 
Don’t panic and keep the door shut! 

Foul weather is whipping your neighborhood’s power lines around 
and your electricity is going to be off for a while. Before you start wolf¬ 
ing down all the Baskin Robbins ice cream, read on: 

An out-of-power freezer, if full, will keep food cold for at least 24 
hours if the doors remain closed. A half-full freezer will keep foods cold 
for 12 to 24 hours if the door is not opened. And 25 pounds of dry ice 
placed in a 10-cubic-foot freezer will keep foods below freezing for several 
days. 

You can even unplug your refrigerator when the electricity goes out 
without speeding the loss of cold air. 

So put your ice cream spoon away, and avoid the temptation to peek 
inside the freezer and refrigerator to feel if they’re still cold inside. Every 
time you open the door, you let a little bit of freshness-retaining cold air 
escape. 

Office closing: Friday, July 4, 
in observance of 

Independence Day. 

Think safety first on the fourth! 
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Energy 
tips 
for a 

cooler 
summer 

Radio 
system 

featured 
in 

Motorola 
publication 

Here are some tips that may help minimize the effect of hot weather 
on your electric bills. 
• Set your air conditioning thermostat at 78 degrees # 

while you’re home; raise the thermostat setting 5 
or more degrees when you will be away from 
home for several hours. 

• Don’t turn the thermostat to a lower setting 
to speed up cooling; it won’t. 

• Keep the air conditioner filter clean. A dirty 
filter causes the unit to run longer to move 
the same amount of air. 

• Make sure indoor registers are free of dust 
and clear of furniture and other obstruc¬ 
tions, so air can circulate freely. 

• Keep the outside unit clear of grass or shrubs to 
allow proper air flow over the condensing coils. 

• Block out sunlight with louvers or awnings on the outside of your 
windows or close draperies, blinds, shutters, or shades inside. 

• Use appliances that produce heat and moisture in the early morning 
or late evening hours, whenever possible. 

• Turn off all unnecessary lights. They produce heat that your air 
conditioner must remove. 

• Use a microwave oven, electric skillet, or other small appliances for 
meal preparation. This keeps your kitchen cooler than using the range 
or oven. 

• Use low-wattage fans to help circulate air indoors. 
For more energy saving ideas, call your cooperative at 463-4145 or 

(800) 635-4145 

Edgar Electric Cooperative and 
one of its subsidiaries, Clear Talk 
Communications, is being featured 
in a new publication developed by 
Motorola, Inc. The publication 
highlights the radio system owned 
by the cooperative. 

“One of the major reasons for 
the expansion of our wide area 
radio communications system is to 
provide additional revenue streams 
for the co-op in order to reduce 
our members’ electricity costs,” 
stated Tom Hentz, general manager 
of Edgar Electric Cooperative. 
According to Hentz, the utility is 
positioning itself to compete for 
electric load outside its current 
service area and to share resources 
with other cooperatives in times 
when mutual aid is required. A 
dependable, high-volume communi¬ 
cations system that is integrable 
with other system technologies is 
essential to achieving these goals. 

As of March 1, 1997, Edgar 
Electric joined forces with three 
other electric distribution coopera¬ 
tive—Shelby Electric, Corn Belt 

Electric and Illinois Valley Electric — 
to form the Illinois Cooperative 
Association. The Association will 
conduct business under the name 
Clear Talk Communications. The 
Illinois Cooperative Association’s 
combined service territory spans 
from 1-88 in the northern part and 
to 1-64 in the south central part of 
the state. 

The cooperative uses a technol¬ 
ogy called “SmartZone.” It allows the 
user to travel from one radio system 
to another with seamless coverage. 
While used for the electric business, 
the radio system is available to 
other business and industries such 
as regional trucking companies, 
construction contractors, farmers 
and other small businesses that 
depend on reliable communications 
between mobile and portable units 
across their service area. 

Anyone needing more informa¬ 
tion regarding the radio communica¬ 
tions system should contact June 
Jacobs at 466-4600 or (800) 400- 
4600. 
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The first television channel of 
its kind devoted exclusively to 
serving farmers, ranchers and 
other rural residents began airing 
programming last March on the 
nation’s leading direct broadcast 
satellite (DBS) television service, 
DIRECTV®. Channel Earth, the 
name of the new channel, will 
broadcast dawn-to-dusk program¬ 
ming every Monday through Fri¬ 
day, and morning-to-midday re¬ 
ports on Saturdays. 

Well-known farm broadcaster 
Orion Samuelson now works on 
contract with WGN-Tribune Broad¬ 
casting and is chairman of the 
board Channel Earth Communica¬ 
tions, Inc. He serves as anchor 
and chief correspondent for Chan¬ 
nel Earth. “We intend to become 
the nation’s authoritative source of 
agricultural news and information,” 
Samuelson stated. “We are doing 
something that has never been 
done before: we’re providing farm¬ 
ers, ranchers and other rural 
consumers with a steady, reliable, 
up-to-the-minute source of critical 
information that affects their lives 
every working day. The need is 
enormous and Channel Earth will 
fill it.” Joining Samuelson is WGN 
colleague Max Armstrong. Together 
they are heading up a team of 
regional and national correspon¬ 
dents, livestock and commodity 
market experts, meteorologists and 
talk show hosts. 

The new channel went on the 
air March 28 on DIRECTV, which 
delivers its programming to con¬ 
sumers via the DSS® mini-dish 
satellite system. DIRECTV Presi¬ 
dent Eddy Hartenstein noted, “We 
are delighted to be the satellite 
provider for Channel Earth. With 
more than 2.3 million DIRECTV 

Farmers, 
ranchers, 

rural 
consumers 

focus of 
new TV 
channel 

subscribers, over one quarter of 
whom live in rural America, 
DIRECTV and Channel Earth are 
poised to make a profound differ¬ 
ence in serving the rural and 
farming public throughout the 
United States.” 

The National Rural Telecommu¬ 
nications Cooperative (NRTC) is 
partly responsible for making the 
channel a reality. “This is a re¬ 
markable stride for rural consum¬ 
ers,” said Bob Phillips, chief execu¬ 
tive officer of NRTC. “For the first 
time, a national television service 
has acknowledged that rural 
Americans deserve to receive news 
and informational programming 
tailored to their unique interests.” 

Channel Earth broadcasts 
programming from studio produc¬ 
tion facilities in Chicago and airs 
live reports from throughout the 
country, including regional reports 
and regular news updates from 
Capitol Hill. DIRECTV subscribers 
can view the new programming on 
Channel 283. 

Samuelson's agricultural broad¬ 
casting career spans more than 40 
years. He and Armstrong are well 
known as agricultural reporters for 
WGN-TV and Radio, anchors of 
Tribune Radio Network’s “National 
Farm Report,” and hosts of a 
nationally syndicated weekly 
television show, “U.S. Farm 
Report.” 

NRTC is a non-profit 
service cooperative made 
up of rural electric, tele¬ 
phone and affiliated organi¬ 
zations in 48 states. NRTC 
members were instrumental 
in first introducing 
DIRECTV service to 
rural residents nearly 
three years ago. All dDOUt OUf gfOWing WOflO. 

CHANNEL EARTH 

For more Information 
regarding Channel Earth and DirecTV 

Call Roger at EEC Services 
(217) 463-3332 or 800-642-3332 
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Operating statement — April 1997 
\ 

Year-to-date 
Account Description Last Year This Year This Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $2,555,062 $2,614,522 $572,606 
Cost of Purchased Power 1,559,325 1,502,942 327,720 
Transmission Expense -0- -0- -0- 
Distribution Expense—Operation 63,321 55,073 15,914 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 186,264 158,197 33,599 
Consumer Accounts Expense 98,298 87,316 21,172 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 31,033 29,115 9,624 
Administrative & General Expense 308,546 336,502 73,359 
Total Operation & Maintenance Expense 2,246,787 2,169,146 481,389 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 130,387 140,789 35,250 
Tax Expense—Property 3,692 2,800 700 
Tax Expense—Other 39,346 33,089 6,769 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 139,266 165,916 42,148 
Interest Expense—Other 35,372 8,918 3,258 
Other Deductions (19,083) (17,469) (4,299) 
Total Cost of Electric Service 2,575,767 2,503,188 565,216 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins (20,705) 111,334 7,390 
Nonoperating Margins—Interest 149,908 6,417 4,695 
Nonoperating Margins—Other 2,514 2,403 580 
Other Capital Credits and Patronage Dividends 0 0 0 
Patronage Capital or Margins 

V 

131,717 120,153 12,665 

J 

Manager’s report to the board — April 1997 
\ 

Statistics and Revenue Data April 1996 March 1997 April 1997 
Number Connected Consumers 5,012 5,049 5,062 
Average kwh Used 981 989 947 
Average Bill 114.00 116.76 111.91 
No. kwh Purchased 5,968,279 5,694,426 5,737,169 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 4,915,204 4,993,087 4,795,228 
Line Loss Percent (12 month average) 9.5% 9.3% 9.1% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0,059 $0,058 $0,057 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0,072 $0,066 $0,067 
Member Cost Per kwh $0,117 $0,118 $0,118 
Miles Energized 1,488 1,495 1,495 
Revenue Per Mile $395.29 $398.94 $383.01 
Total Expense Per Mile 

v 
$346.00 $383.45 $378.07 

J 

When your power Is out.. .we’re on the line! « 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors 

have electricity. Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please^ 
have your account number and location readily available so we may restore your 
service quickly. 

Local calls - dial 463-4145 YrrrrrrrYmTrrmYTYTrrx 
Outside Paris - dial 1-800-635-4145 
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Edgar Electric has part in 
Water 2000 project 

Tom Hentz. Left, 
manager of Edgar 
Electric, and Joe 
Welsh, board mem¬ 
ber, speak with 
State Senator Judy 
Meyers. 

Mill Creek Recreation Area was 
the site of a celebration Monday, May 
30, announcing a major expansion of 
the Clark-Edgar Rural Water District. 
Federal, state and local officials 
gathered to celebrate the kickoff of 
Phase II of the system. 

Clark-Edgar began serving rural 
residents in 1995 by providing water 
to nearly 600 rural users in the two- 
county area. Phase II, announced at 
the kickoff, will add over 100 miles of 
pipe and elevated storage to serve 
residents in several townships in 
both counties. 

The Clark-Edgar project is one of 
four projects in Illinois to be funded, 
and is one of 80 nationwide. 

Wally Furrow, state director for 
rural development told the gathering, 
“Here you see federal money brought 
to Clark-Edgar to help people in rural 
areas. That is what Rural Develop¬ 
ment is all about. Many urban 
residents don’t realize that more than 
2.5 million rural Americans live in 
homes with contaminated water, 
insufficient water, or no piped-in 
water at all.” 

Under Secretary Jill Long Thomp¬ 
son and several state and local 
representatives joined Furrow in 
delivering a replica check for 
$2,500,000, which will be leveraged 
with an Illinois Department of Com¬ 
merce and Community Affairs grant 
totaling $1.3 million. The USDA 

AUGUST 1997 

Wally Furrow, state director for rural 
development, spoke at the kickoff, and 
noted that some 2.5 million Americans 
live in homes with water problems of 
one kind or another. 

Rural utilities Service is also provid¬ 
ing a $400,000 grant to Edgar 
Electric Co-operative Association. 
These funds, along with $180,000 
provided by the water district and 
electric cooperative, will finance the 
$4.38 million project. 
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Edgar Propane Supply 
thanks customers at 

open house celebration 

It was a hot day but the savings 
were cool for customers of Edgar 
Propane Supply. The company 
celebrated its fifth year of business 
with an Open House Celebration on 
June 21st. 

“We really enjoy having the Open 
House each year,” said Mark Comer, 
manager of Edgar Propane, “It gives 
us the chance to offer our customers 
the opportunity to save money on 
their upcoming propane purchases 
for the grain drying and winter 
heating season.” For that day only, 
customers received additional sav¬ 
ings on propane contracts for the 
upcoming year. Minimum purchase 
requirements was 1,000 gallons. 

Comer added that he enjoyed 
hosting the Open House because it 
“allows the entire propane staff to 
personally thank the customers for 
business throughout the year.” He 
added, “We have two company goals. 
We strive to provide excellent cus¬ 
tomer service and maintain stable 
propane prices throughout the year.” 

Comer stated that Edgar 
Propane’s ability to buy propane 
during the off-season when prices 
are generally lower and store it 
through the winter helped keep 
prices level. The market price for 

propane generally fluctuates through¬ 
out the winter. 

Several door prizes, donated by 
Edgar Propane and area businesses, 
were given out during the day. Jeff 
Mahle, of Paris, was the lucky winner 
of the grand prize, a Ducane gas grill. 
The lucky guess winner was Vickie 
Cartwright of Marshall, who came the 
closest to the number of rubber bands 
in a jar. Her prize was 250 gallons of 
propane. 

Thank you from the entire pro¬ 
pane staff: 

Mark Comer, 
Propane Manager 

Harold Bradford 
Energy Specialist 

Roger Hart, 
Energy Specialist 

Carrie Eveland, 
Customer Service 
Representative 

Ken Miller, 
Assistant Manager 
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Ready for 
In the scheme of things, it has 

not been that long since the first 
leaders of electric co-ops turned the 
lights on in rural America just a little 
more than fifty years ago. But today, 
in terms of where technology has 
taken us, and when nearly everyone 
in the country has electricity, those 
days seem awfully far away. In the 
coming months, 
you will be 
hearing a lot 
about the 
future of the 
electric utility 
business. You 
will hear from 
your electric 
cooperative, 
Edgar Electric— 
a company 
committed to 
local service. 
You will also 
hear from our 
competition— 
Wall Street 
companies, 
looking to make 
bigger profits, 
will someday try 
to get you to 
sign on to their vision of the future. 

All across America, locally owned 
electric cooperatives are preparing 
for the future. Our future, backed by 
a long history of community service, 
has two very important parts. 

First, it is commitment to the 
very best electric utility company 
you can find anywhere. Edgar 
Electric is dedicated to providing 
modern, state-of-the-art service to 
our members. We understand how 
important reliable service is to you in 
an increasing unreliable world. 

Second, we have an unbreakable 
commitment to the communities we 
serve. Our competition’s first loyalty 
must be to its investors, who expect 
a share of the profits they take out of 
the communities they serve. Our 
loyalty is to our members and the 

the future 
local community. Locally controlled 
electric companies keep the profits 
and resources they earn in the 
community to benefit the people they 
serve. 

This vision of the future is also 
captured in our “neighbor - helping - 
neighbor” philosophy. Whether 
helping with a neighborhood watch 

program to 
keep our chil¬ 
dren and 
homes safe, 
putting up 
lights are the 
baseball field, 
or working in 
bad weather to 
restore your 
power during a 
storm, Edgar 
Electric’s first 
priority is to its 
community. 

As we enter 
the world of 
customer 
choice, you will 
hear a lot 
about, and 
from, your 
locally owned 

electric cooperative. We will provide 
you with information you need to 
make wise choices regarding your 
energy supplier. We will provide 
information regarding the changes at 
your electric cooperative. Edgar 
Electric is committed to the future 
and that commitment includes 
lowering your electric rates. Watch 
this future issues of this monthly 
publication to learn more about the 
future of Edgar Electric. 

The demands of the changing 
electric utility marketplace will be 
challenging. But it is a future that 
has all of us just as excited as the 
pioneers of electric cooperatives 
must have been when they first 
turned on the lights more than sixty 
years ago. The staff of Edgar Electric 
look forward to serving you 

“As we enter 
the world of 

customer 
choice, you 

will hear a lot 
about, and 
from, your 

locally owned 
electric 

cooperative.” 
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Operating statement — May 1997 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year This Year This Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $3,104,314 $3,182,565 $568,043 
Cost of Purchased Power 1,860,607 1,794,850 291,908 
Transmission Expense -0- -0- -0- 
Distribution Expense—Operation 87,040 72,070 16,997 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 244,637 193,194 34,996 
Consumer Accounts Expense 122,253 115,884 28,568 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 39,614 35,477 6,361 
Administrative & General Expense 394,332 391,721 55,220 
Total Operation & Maintenance Expense 2,748,482 2,603,196 434,050 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 163,466 176,233 35,445 
Tax Expense—Property 4,292 3,500 700 
Tax Expense—Other 49,387 40,270 7,181 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 172,591 207,956 42,040 
Interest Expense—Other 46,067 11,759 2,842 
Other Deductions (23,816) (21,918) (4,449) 
Total Cost of Electric Service 3,160,469 3,020,997 517,809 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins (56,156) 161,567 50,234 
Nonoperating Margins—Interest 157,187 11,393 4,976 
Nonoperating Margins—Other 3,373 3,799 1,397 
Other Capital Credits and Patronage Dividends 0 0 0 
Patronage Capital or Margins 104,405 176,760 56,607 

\ / 

Manager’s report to the board — May 1997 

Statistics and Revenue Data May 1996 April 1997 May 1997 
Number Connected Consumers 5,009 5,062 5,058 
Average kwh Used 921 947 934 
Average Bill 108.00 111.91 110.84 
No. kwh Purchased 5,055,864 5,737,169 5,111,699 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 4,612,355 4,795,228 4,723,039 
Line Loss Percent (12 month average) 10.7% 9.1% 9.1% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0,060 $0,057 $0,056 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0,065 $0,067 $0,061 
Member Cost Per kwh $0,118 $0,118 $0,119 
Miles Energized 1,491 1,495 1,494 
Revenue Per Mile $373.84 $383.01 $380.22 
Total Expense Per Mile $392.15 $378.07 $346.59 

V / 

When your power Is out.. .we’re on the line! « 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have 

electricity. Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have your 
account number and location readily available so we may restore your service quickly. 

Local calls — dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 
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Edgar to co-sponsor farm 
safety camp 

Farming has been identified as one of the most dangerous occupations 
in our country—hazardous not only to the farmer, but also the farm family. 

Illinois Cereal Mills, (ICM) Inc./Cargill of Paris in cooperation with 
several county businesses and organizations, including Edgar Electric and 
Edgar Propane Supply, hopes to minimize farm dangers to the entire family 
by presenting a Farm Safety Day Camp for Families. The event, designed 
to promote safety awareness particularly prior to the harvest season, will 
be held Sept. 6 at the Edgar County 4-H Fairgrounds at the north edge of 
Paris. The event will include a free lunch, and T-shirts will be provided for 
participants. 

“The purpose of the program is to make kids aware of hazards and how 
to avoid them, what to do if an accident does occur and how to practice 
farm safety in their daily lives,” said Jean Scott of ICM. “By incorporating 
all of these area businesses and organizations, we feel it helps to make it 
more of a community event,” added Scott. 

Several area specialists will be on hand to present information of a 
variety of topics including safety issues relating to home and farm pesti¬ 
cide, electrical, ATV, mower, bicycle, and water. In addition, there will be 
information on first aid, problems relating to alcohol and driving, and rural 
roadway safety. There will be several demonstrations covering such topics 
as grain bin safety, flowing hazards and dust explosion, and area emer¬ 
gency personnel will also be 
featured in an extrication 
demonstration from farm ma¬ 
chinery. Paris fireman will 
exhibit fire trucks and also 
have the fire house on display. 

In addition to the ICM, Inc., 
sponsors and participants 
include Paris Community Hospi¬ 
tal, CIPS, Country Companies, 
Edgar County Farm Bureau, 
Edgar County Sheriffs Depart¬ 
ment, John Deere of Allerton, Illinois Department of Conservation, Taylor & 
Climer Veterinary Clinic, Illinois State Police, Carle’s Center for Rural 
Health and Farm Safety, Edgar County 4-H Association, Farm Credit 
Services of Southeastern Illinois, Paris Fire Department, Edgar County 
Cooperative Extension Service, Keys Fertilizer, Illini FS and Birkey Farm 
Store in Oakland. 

With the success of Farm Safety Day Camp for Families, ICM/Cargill 
plans to organize a chapter of Farm Safety 4 Just Kids in Edgar County. 
The purpose of Farm Safety 4 Just Kids is to promote the mission of 
preventing farm-related childhood injuries, health risks and fatalities. 
Information about the club will be available at the event on Sept. 6. 

To register for the Family Farm and Safety Program or to get additional 
information, contact Traci Hewitt at ICM at 465-5331. 

Form Safety 4Just Kids. 

Notice of Closing 
Our offices will be closed Monday, September 1, in observance 

of Labor Day. We will resume normal operations on Tuesday, 
September 2. Enjoy your holiday! 
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Farm electrical accidents: 
When help is miles away 

Frequently, farm accidents occur when emergency help is not readily 
accessible. There are any number of reasons. Perhaps an injured worker 
must walk to a farmhouse for first aid. Or the closest hospital may be 
more than 20 miles away. Harsh winter weather can create conditions 
that make travel difficult, too. That is why it’s important for farmers and 
ranchers to know the proper steps to take in case of an electrical acci¬ 
dent. The National Food and Energy Council, an association of electric co¬ 
ops and companies, makes these recommendations: 

• Call for help immediately. Give the emergency operator your name, 
address, the number of victims, and type of accident. Do 

□t hang up. 
• Always assume a downed power line is hot. 

Keep others away and call the power supplier. 
• Do not attempt to move a downed power line 

with anything. 
• If you are in a piece of machinery that is in 

contact with a power line, remain inside and wait for 
help. 

• If the threat of fire exists when machinery is in contact with a power 
line, jump out and away from the machinery, so that no part of your 
body touches the equipment and the ground simultaneously. 

• Don’t touch or move someone in contact with a downed power line. 

Questions about electrical safety around your farm? Call your electri¬ 
cal cooperative; they’ll be glad to help you. 

Can we talk? 
Talk to us—Please! 

As a member-owned, not-for-profit business, Edgar Electric Co-operative 
exists for one main reason: to provide you, the member, with the best 
possible electric service at the lowest possible price. 

In order to provide you with the best service possible, we need feedback 
from you. What do we do, service-wise, that you like? Has one of our co-op 
employees provided particularly outstanding service for you lately? (We like 
to recognize our employees for a job well done). Which of our service poli¬ 
cies do you find particularly helpful or convenient? 

At the same time, Edgar Electric Co-operative needs your input in 
areas that you feel need improvement. For example, how can our service 
policies and procedures be improved? Do our employees provide you with 
the personalized, knowledgeable service you deserve? Let us know because 
we need to know where you believe we fall short as well as where we are 
already doing a good job. 

Please write or call us. It is particularly helpful if you can be as spe¬ 
cific as possible when praising current policies, procedures or employees or 
if you are offering suggestions on how we can improve. 

Remember: As a member of Edgar Electric Co-operative, you have a 
voice and vote in how the cooperative is run. Talk to us —and tell us your 
stories about Edgar Electric Co-operative. 
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Most busy farmers, especially at this time of year, don't have time to sit 
in front of the TV. But now that CHANNF.I EARTH delivers farm news 
every Monday through Saturday on DIRECTV, every minute you spend 
in front of your TV will he well worth the investment. 

Live, late-breaking agricultural news, weather, market reports - and 
much more - are as close as your 1 )SS* remote control. Delivered by 
the best in the business: Orion Samuclson, Max Armstrong, and a 
nationwide team of correspondents, market analysts and meteorologists. 

So, before planting season is over, plant it right here: Channel 283 on 
DIRECTV. 

Channel 283. Only on DIRECTV.' 

Call Roger at EEC Services, Inc. 
P.O. Box 190 • Paris, IL 61944 

(217) 463-3332 • (800) 642-3332 
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Operating statement — June 1997 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year This Year This Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $3,631,845 $3,717,786 $535,221 

Cost of Purchased Power 2,152,816 2,078,746 283,896 
Transmission Expense -0- -0- -0- 
Distribution Expense—Operation 103,365 88,120 16,050 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 297,270 226,374 33,181 

Consumer Accounts Expense 144,448 137,963 22,079 

Customer Service and Informational Expense 46,914 43,001 7,525 
Administrative & General Expense 461,555 460,753 69,031 
Total Operation & Maintenance Expense 3,206,368 3,034,958 431,762 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 196,699 211,760 35,526 

Tax Expense—Property 4,892 4,200 700 

Tax Expense—Other 57,564 47,436 7,166 

Interest on Long-Term Debt 207,486 310,918 102,962 

Interest Expense—Other 55,745 13,719 1,959 

Other Deductions (28,513) (26,294) (4,377) 

Total Cost of Electric Service 3,700,242 3,596,697 575,699 

Patronage Capital & Operating Margins (68,397) 121,090 (40,478) 
Nonoperating Margins—Interest 163,418 16,395 5,002 

Nonoperating Margins—Other 3,966 4,455 655 

Other Capital Credits and Patronage Dividends 0 0 0 

Patronage Capital or Margins 98,987 141,939 (34,821) 

/  A 
Manager’s report to the board — June 1997 

Statistics and Revenue Data June 1996 May 1997 June 1997 

Number Connected Consumers 5,006 5,058 5,066 

Average kwh Used 870 934 868 

Average Bill 104.00 110.84 104.57 

No. kwh Purchased 4,927,840 5,111,699 4,947,950 

No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 4,357,147 4,723,039 4,398,812 

Line Loss Percent (12 month average) 10.1% 9.1% 9.0% 

Cost Per kwh Purchased $0,059 $0,056 $0,056 

Cost Per kwh Delivered $0,067 $0,061 $0,060 

Member Cost Per kwh $0,120 $0,119 $0,120 

Miles Energized 1,490 1,494 1,495 

Revenue Per Mile $358.63 $380.22 $358.01 

Total Expense Per Mile $362.26 $346.59 $385.08 

\  J 

When your power is out.. .we’re on the line! 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have 

electricity. Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have 
your account number and location readily available so we may restore your service 
quickly. i 

Local calls — dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 (mui'miimmiix, 
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Cooperative to quit selling 
most material items 

Edgar Electric Cooperative is undertaking a number of changes in 
an effort to sharpen its competitive edge in today’s changing electric 
industry. Cooperative management is in the process of reviewing several 
services offered by the cooperative to see if those programs are cost 
effective. The cooperative is looking to reduce costs and improve 
efficiency. Some of these decisions have been difficult since they affect 
individuals that have done business with our organization for many 
years. 

One area the cooperative will make changes pertains to material 
sales. As of Sept. 1, 1997, the cooperative will no longer resale most 
material items. Items the cooperative will continue to sell include meter 
loops, meter bases, meters, and security lights. Individuals who have 
Edgar Electric memberships or who will be establishing memberships 
with their new build-ins will be given 30 days to pay for their material 
purchases. All other sales will be on a cash basis. 

We appreciate the understanding of our membership. As stated 
earlier, these changes are being implemented to improve efficiency and 
reduce costs. These are important steps toward the cooperative’s goal of 
reducing your electric rates. 

If you have any questions pertaining to changes in material resale 
or the retail sales department, please call me at 463-4145 or (800) 
635-4145 during normal business hours. 

Students encouraged 
to apply for 1998 IEC 

memorial scholarships 
For the third consecutive year, the electric cooperatives of Illinois will 

offer two academic scholarships in the amount of $ 1,000 each to two 
Illinois high school students. The scholarships are being awarded through 
the Illinois Electric Cooperative (IEC) memorial scholarship 
program. 

High school seniors pursuing a college education in the 
state of Illinois are eligible to participate in the program. One 
of two scholarships will be awarded to the child of an electric 
cooperative member. The other $ 1,000 award will go to the child of an 
electric director or employee. Deadline for applications is January 1, 1998. 

“The purpose of the scholarship program is to assist the children of 
electric cooperative members while honoring past rural electric leaders 
through memorial gifts,” said Tom Hentz, general manager. “Edgar Electric 
wants to make a difference in the community. One of the best ways we 
can do that is by lending a hand to our youth.” 

Candidates are judged on the basis of grade point average, college 

entrance exam scores, work and volunteer experience, school and civic 
activities, and a short essay which demonstrates their knowledge of electric 
cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship was established in 1994 by the board of 
directors for the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. For further 
information on the IEC Memorial Scholarship Program, contact Angela 
Griffin at 217-463-4145 or (800) 635-4145, or ask area high school 
guidance counselors. 
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Edgar Electric participates 
in National Cooperative 

Month observance 

coo 
c0m& 
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Edgar Electric Cooperative will be one of the nation’s 47,000 coopera¬ 
tive businesses celebrating cooperative month during October, Tom Hentz 

announced today. The 1997 theme is “Cooperatives 
- Expanding People’s Horizons.” 

“Cooperatives are found in every state of the 
union and serve approximately 20 million people - 
nearly half of the population of the United States,” 
Hentz said. “And 30 million of that number are 
served by 1,000 electric cooperatives in 46 
states,” Hentz added. There are 26 electric coop¬ 
eratives in Illinois, and Edgar Electric serves over 
5,000 members in the counties of Edgar, Clark, 
Coles, Vermilion and Douglas. 

“Providing electric service the cooperative 
way distinguishes electric coops from 

investor-owned and municipal electric utilities,” 
Hentz said. “Electric co-op employees and board members are part 

of the community the cooperative serves. And all across the nation, 
electric co-op people are involved in community activities, such as safety 
programs at schools and local libraries, helping elderly citizens repair 
their homes, sponsoring local charitable groups, helping new business get 
developed,” Hentz continued. “Additionally, the co-op’s members have a 
voice and vote in cooperative matters and can be elected as directors,” 
Hentz said. 

“Whatever benefits the co-op helps the community and its citizens,” 
Hentz said. “Furthermore, the theme, ‘Expanding People’s Horizons,’ 
exemplifies what co-ops, their employees and their members are all 
about,” Hentz added. 

vzoUs 

For your winter heating needs call 
Edgar Propane Supply 

A subsidiary of Edgar Eiectric 

Phone: 465-5800 or 1-800-343-5800 
• 24 hour emergency service • Competitive prices 
• Budget billing • Drive-by fills or call-in delivery 

• Prompt and courteous service 
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“What causes my lights to blink?” 
“What causes my lights to blink?” is a very popular question in the 

electric utility business. Usually, blinking lights are a result of momen¬ 
tary outages that occur when some type of disturbance exists on the 
line. This could be a lightning strike, an automobile striking a pole or 
when a squirrel or tree branch comes into contact with an energized 
power line. 

Actually, when lights blink, it is an indication that the electric co¬ 
op’s equipment is operating properly. Blinking lights reflect the operation 
of equipment that protects the lines and keeps the power from going off 
for more than just a moment. The co-op’s distribution system includes 
special devices that called reclosures that operate whenever there is a 
short circuit on the line. If the short circuit is temporary, which is 
usually the case, the reclosure permits power to continue flowing 
through the line with only a brief interruption of service (meaning your 
lights blink!). 

Without this device, every short circuit, temporary or otherwise, 
would cause the power to be off until the co-op could send a line crew 
to restore service. Usually, these reclosures will operate or trip three 
times before stopping the flow of electricity and causing a power outage. 
This reclosure operation protects the lines from damage. 

adapted from Delaware Electric Cooperative 

When it comes to describing 
America’s co-ops, 
the sky’s the limit! 

The nation’s 47,000 cooperatives are big and small. They serve 120 
million people in all 50 states. And, they’re located everywhere — cities, 
towns, suburbs and throughout rural America. 

Providing goods and services as economically and efficiently as pos¬ 
sible is their first order of business. And as locally owned and controlled 
businesses, co-ops are unique because of their commitment not only to 
the people they serve but also to their communities. 

You’ll find co-ops for credit and financing, electric and telephone 
service, insurance, housing, day care, health care, food, farm marketing 
and supply, news services, florists and much more. 

For years co-ops have been expanding horizons for the people they 
serve. In their own words: “It’s just good business, and it works for the 
benefit of our neighbors, our communities and for our country too.” 

Edgar Electric Co-operative Association 

Beware of small, strange 
creatures after dark. 

You know what happens around here on October 31. Small, strange 
creatures dot our roads at night, creeping up to homes with large bags and 
dashing from one place to another, often forgetting about passing cars and 
trucks. Halloween is one of the most fun nights kids have all year. But in 
their excitement, they don’t always think about safety. Which means those 
of us driving cars and trucks need to do it for them. So around the end of 
the month, your friends at Edgar Electric Co-operative remind you to drive 
with even more care than usual. Let’s keep Halloween a special treat. 
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Operating statement — July 1997 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year This Year This Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $4,278,058 $4,387,298 $669,512 
Cost of Purchased Power 2,488,853 2,414,206 335,460 
Transmission Expense -0- -0- -0- 
Distribution Expense—Operation 116,182 101,772 13,651 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 354,798 265,687 39,313 
Consumer Accounts Expense 169,801 160,808 22,845 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 53,942 72,306 29,305 
Administrative & General Expense 512,249 520,250 59,497 
Total Operation & Maintenance Expense 3,695,824 3,535,029 500,071 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 230,154 247,283 35,523 
Tax Expense—Property 5,492 4,900 700 
Tax Expense—Other 66,646 55,513 8,077 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 243,521 415,716 104,797 
Interest Expense—Other 66,460 16,571 2,852 
Other Deductions (33,380) (30,743) (4,449) 
Total Cost of Electric Service 4,274,718 4,244,269 647,572 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 3,341 143,029 21,940 
Nonoperating Margins—Interest 171,663 32,608 16,214 
Nonoperating Margins—Other 4,549 5,014 559 
Other Capital Credits and Patronage Dividends 0 0 0 
Patronage Capital or Margins 179,553 180,651 38,712 

V   J 

/  

Manager’s report to the board — July 1997 
Statistics and Revenue Data July 1996 June 1997 July 1997 
Number Connected Consumers 5,034 5,066 5,083 
Average kwh Used 1,107 868 1,130 
Average Bill 127.01 104.57 130.65 
No. kwh Purchased 5,700,011 4,947,950 5,610,400 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 5,571,200 4,398,812 5,745,794 
Line Loss Percent (12 month average) 9.9% 9.0% 8.7% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0,059 $0,056 $0.02171 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0,060 $0,060 $0,212 
Member Cost Per kwh $0,115 $0,120 $0,116 
Miles Energized 1,491 1,495 1,496 
Revenue Per Mile $433.41 $358.01 $447.53 
Total Expense Per Mile 

v  
$385.30 $385.08 $432.87 

J 

When your power is out.. .we’re on the line! 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors 

have electricity. Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please 
have your account number and location readily available so we may restore your 
service quickly. j 

Local calls - dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 
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East-central Illinois recently received a financial boost through the 

Illini Community Development Corporation (CDC) in terms of a major 

investment. Edgar Electric Co-operative Association invested $100,000 in 

Illini CDC, a for-profit economic development corporation, in Newman, 

Illinois. The presentation was made at the September meeting of the Illini 

CDC. 

Half of the investment will come from Cinergy Corporation of Indiana. 

Cinergy Corp. and Edgar Electric Co-operative formed a strategic alliance 

earlier this year when the companies agreed to joint-market sale of elec¬ 

tricity in east-central Illinois. Cinergy is currently supplying all wholesale 

power to the cooperative. 

“Edgar Electric has been an active participant in the Illini CDC during 

the last six years. We are excited to become a full-fledged partner with the 

Illini CDC group,” said Tom Hentz, general manager of Edgar Electric Co¬ 

operative. “Economic and community development is a vital part of Edgar 

Electric’s foundation for the future. Retaining and recruiting businesses 

for our electric service area insures the economic viability of the coopera¬ 

tive. Economic development means jobs for our members and new home 

construction on our lines. And when that happens, the cooperative in¬ 

creases member density which means lower costs for all members.” Edgar 

Electric currently averages 3.3 members per mile of line. 

There are approximately 45 CDCs across Illinois. All CDCs operate 

independently and are governed by a local board of directors. The purpose 

of the Illini CDC is to combine the fiscal and human resources of several 

organizations to address challenges that face rural America and local 

economies. 

The Illini CDC serves a 10-county area including Clark and Edgar. 

Area banks that are members of the Illini CDC include Longview State 

Bank, State Bank of Chrisman, First National Bank of Ogden, Tuscola 

National Bank and the First National Bank in Georgetown. 

Perry Albin of Newman, president of the Illini CDC board, accepted the 

investment from Hentz, who represented Edgar Electric, and Tim Beckett, 

regional manager for the west-central area of Cinergy. 

“By pooling resources, the Illini CDC can accomplish several things,” 

added Hentz. “Smaller banks can combine loan funds to finance a project 

that one bank may not have been able to take on by itself. As well, the 

Illini CDC can address urgent issues and be quick to react. When you 

are competing with several other economic development groups this is an 

added bonus.” 

Illini CDC financing has assisted with such projects as a new plastics 

company and the renovation of the former Jarman Hospital in Tuscola for 

use as a senior housing facility. 

“It is an exciting time at Edgar Electric Co-operative. We’re confident 

that working with organizations such as Cinergy and Illini CDC will make 

the cooperative more competitive in future economic development activi¬ 

ties,” Hentz added. “We are working towards a long-range goal to lower 

electric rates for our members. And working with these partnerships, we 

are well on our way to accomplishing that goal. Our partnership with 

Cinergy goes well beyond a simple wholesale power contract, offering 

resources far beyond what a normal power supplier can offer.” 

Edgar Electric Co-operative is an electric distribution cooperative with 

headquarters in Paris, Illinois. The cooperative serves over 5,000 members 

in the counties of Edgar, Clark, Vermilion, Douglas and Coles. 
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Students encouraged to apply for 
1998 IEC memorial scholarships 
For the third consecutive year, 

the electric cooperatives of Illinois 
will offer two academic scholarships 
in the amount of $1,000 each to 
two Illinois high school stu¬ 
dents. The scholarships 
are being awarded 
through the 
Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Coopera¬ 
tive (IEC) 
memorial 
scholarship 
program. 

High school seniors pursuing 
a college education in the state of 
Illinois are eligible to participate in 
the program. One of two scholar¬ 
ships will be awarded to the child 
of an electric cooperative member. 
The other $1,000 award will go to 
the child of an electric director or 
employee. Deadline for applications 
is Jan. 1, 1998. 

“The purpose of the scholarship 
program is to assist the children of 
electric cooperative members while 
honoring past rural electric leaders 
through memorial gifts,” said Tom 

Hentz, general manager. “Edgar 
Electric wants to make a difference 
in the community. One of the best 
ways we can do that is by lending a 

hand to our 
youth.” 

Candi¬ 
dates are 
judged on 
the basis of 
grade point 
average, 

college entrance exam 
scores, work and volun¬ 
teer experience, school 
and civic activities, and a 

short essay which demonstrates 
their knowledge of electric coopera¬ 
tives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship 
was established in 1994 by the 
board of directors for the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. For 
further information on the IEC 
Memorial Scholarship Program, 
contact Angela Griffin at (217) 463- 
4145 or (800) 635-4145, or ask area 
high school guidance counselors. 

Office closing 

Tuesday, Nov. 11 in observance 
of Veteran’s Day. 

Thursday and 
Friday, Nov. 27 
and 28 in 
observance of 
Thanksgiving. 

Enjoy your holidays! 
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176 reasons to be 
thankful 

With so many channels to choose from, DIRECTV® viewers all 
across America are especially grateful this Thanksgiving for the 
crystal clear television pictures and sound they are experiencing 
through the amazing Digital Satellite System. That’s because they 
can feast their eyes on 176 channels of their favorite cable net¬ 
works, top Hollywood movies, exclusive sports packages and a wide 
variety of family entertainment programming, all at a price that 
doesn’t strain their holiday budget. 

Want your slice of the future of television? 
We’re serving it up today. 

Call EEC Services 
Roger Hart 

217/463-3332 or 800/642-3332 
^DSS 
■tj The Choice is Clear. DIRECTV. 
Dl RECTV 
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Operating statement — August 1997 
\ 

Account Description Last Year 
Year-to-date 

This Year This Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $4,911,127 $5,059,649 $672,351 
Cost of Purchased Power 2,871,484 2,842,750 428,544 
Transmission Expense -0- -0- -0- 
Distribution Expense—Operation 128,648 127,491 25,719 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 411,358 296,170 30,484 
Consumer Accounts Expense 192,824 180,840 20,032 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 62,439 84,853 12,546 
Administrative & General Expense 588,857 586,880 66,630 
Total Operation & Maintenance Expense 4,255,609 4,118,985 583,956 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 263,891 283,245 35,962 
Tax Expense—Property 6,092 5,600 700 
Tax Expense—Other 73,569 63,972 8,458 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 278,031 516,690 100,974 
Interest Expense—Other 77,614 18,311 1,740 
Other Deductions (38,047) (34,692) (3,949) 
Total Cost of Electric Service 4,916,759 4,972,110 727,842 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins (5,632) 87,539 (55,490) 
Nonoperating Margins—Interest 178,088 36,614 4,006 
Nonoperating Margins—Other 5,522 5,566 552 
Other Capital Credits and Patronage Dividends 46,920 52,702 52,702 
Patronage Capital or Margins 224,898 182,421 1,770 

J 

   

Manager’s report to the board — August 1997 
Statistics and Revenue Data August 1996 July 1997 August 1997 
Number Connected Consumers 5,050 5,083 5,087 
Average kwh Used 1,075 1,130 1,134 
Average Bill 123.67 130.65 132.35 
No. kwh Purchased 6,109,548 5,610,400 6,943,100 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 5,428,774 5,745,794 5,766,530 
Line Loss Percent (12 month average) 10.1% 8.7% 9.2% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0,063 $0,022 $0.02171 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0,070 $0,021 $0,261 
Member Cost Per kwh $0,115 $0,116 $0,117 
Miles Energized 1,494 1,496 1,499 
Revenue Per Mile $423.74 $447.53 $448.53 
Total Expense Per Mile $429.75 $432.87 $485.55 

When your power is out.. .we’re on the line! 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have 

electricity. Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have 
your account number and location readily available so we may restore your service 
quickly. 

Local calls - dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 
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Edgar Electric 
Co-operative 
Paris, Illinois 

Save energy when using 
your fireplace 

With crisp fall weather bringing 
cool nights to many parts of the 
country, you may decide it is time 
to enjoy a fire at night. Before 
using your fireplace, here are a few 
tips that will help you save en- 
ergy—and cut your fuel bills. 

Keep the damper closed when 
you don’t have a fire going in your 
fireplace. An open damper on a 48- 
inch square fireplace can let as 
much as 8 percent of your home’s 
heat escape up the chimney. 

If you use your fireplace to 
supplement the heat provided by 
your regular heating system, you 
can take a few simple steps to 
make the most efficient use of your 
fireplace. First, remember that the 
heat gain from a fireplace is con¬ 
fined to the room where it is lo¬ 
cated. At the same time, much of 
the heat from other rooms can flow 
into the room with the fireplace and 
then escape up the chimney. The 
warm air will be replaced by cold 
outside air. As a result, your ther¬ 
mostat will sense the heat loss and 
turn on your furnace. 

What to do? While you may 
want a higher setting for comfort’s 
sake, lower the thermostat to be¬ 
tween 50 and 55 degrees Fahren¬ 
heit. You’ll still lose some warm air 

through the chimney, but the 
furnace won’t have to work as hard 
to maintain the set temperature. 

And there are other things you 
should do when using a fireplace. 
Close all the doors and heat ducts 
in the room with the fireplace. 
Then, open a window near the 
fireplace about an inch, or slightly 
less. This will reduce heat drawn 
from the rest of the house and give 
the fire the air it needs. Don’t do 
this if the fireplace has an outside 
air supply! 

If you have a simple open 
masonry fireplace, install one of the 
following: a glass screen, a convec¬ 
tive grate, a combination convective 
grate with glass screen, a radiant 
grate or a fireplace insert. Some of 
these devices will cut down on the 
loss of warm air through the fire¬ 
place chimney and may improve 
heat recovery from the fire. 

With fall here and winter on 
the way, you may have other 
questions about how to reduce your 
heating bills. Contact your local 
electric co-op for help. Your friends 
there can help you with an energy 
audit and provide you with any 
number of options for winterizing 
your home that will save you 
money. 

217-463-4145 
800-635-4145 

Help available 
16b 

A green 
Christmas 

»>* 16c 

Financial 
Report 

16d Call today for holiday savings! 
EEC Services (217) 463-3332 or (800) 642-3332 

DIRECTV and DSS are official trademarks of DIRECTV, Inc., a unit of Hughes Electronics Corp. ®1997 NRTC. 

DIRECTV8 

is one gift 
Santa can 
leave 
on the roof! 
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Low income energy 
assistance available 

The Low Income Energy Assis¬ 
tance Program (LIHEAP) is designed 
to assist eligible households pay for 
winter energy services. LIHEAP will 
provide a one-time benefit to eligible 
households to be used for energy 
bills. The amount of the payment is 
determined by household size, fuel 
type and income. 

What do you have to do? Con¬ 
tact the local agency that serves 
your area. The agency that serves 
east-central Illinois is the Embar¬ 
rass River Basin Agency (ERBA) at 
465-4911 in Edgar County or 826- 
5663 in Clark County. 

Applications for assistance are 
accepted on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. When you apply for 
assistance you need the following: 
(1) Proof of gross income from all 
household members for the 30-day 
period prior to application date: (2) 
A copy of your current heat and 
electric bills; (3) Proof of Social 
Security numbers for all household 
members; (4) If a member of your 

household received AFCD, you must 
bring their “Medical Eligibility Card”; 
(5) If you rent your home, proof of 
your rental agreement, which must 
state your monthly rent amount. 

The agency will determine if you 
are eligible for assistance. If you are 
eligible, ERBA will make the appro¬ 
priate payments to your energy 
provider(s) on your behalf or, in 
some cases, directly to you. 

Below are the income eligibility 
guidelines for the ILHEAP program. 
For more information, contact the 
office nearest you. 

Income eligibility: 
30-days period to application 

Family size 30-day income 
1 $ 822 
2 1,106 
3 1,389 
4 1,672 
5 1,956 
6 2,239 

December office closings 

December 24 and 25 

in observance of Christmas. 

December 31 and January 1 

in observance of New Year’s 

Holiday. 

bea&ons/ 
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Have a very merry 
“green” Christmas! 

There are many options for gift 
givers who want to celebrate an 
“environment-friendly” or “noncom¬ 
mercial” Christmas. Here are a few 
“Green Holiday Gift Tips”: 

Gift ideas 
• Look for useful, durable gifts. 

No one wants something they don’t 
need or have to throw away after a 
short while. 

• Buy gifts that can be returned 
or exchanged, especially when 
buying for someone you don’t know 
well or who seems to have every¬ 
thing they need. 

• Save money next year by 
shopping the after-Christmas sales 
this year. Look for ornaments and 
other holiday items like coffee 
mugs, towels and pillows. These 
gifts are dramatically less expensive 
in January than in November. 

• Passes to the museum, zoo, 
science center, sports event or a 
favorite movie offer learning experi¬ 
ences and entertainment. 

• For practical friends, consider 
energy saving gifts like flannel 

sheets, a compost bin, com¬ 
pact fluorescent lights, 
mattress pad warm¬ 
ers, electric blan¬ 
kets, rechargeable 
battery kits or a 
water-saving shower 
head. 

• Give the gift of 
helping hands. Offering 
your own personal services 
is a useful and thoughtful gift 
and gives you more time with 
your friends. 

• Gift giving is a trademark of 
the holidays, but it doesn’t have to 
be. Many people enjoy the holidays 
without exchanging gifts. Spending 
time visiting together, eating out at 
a favorite restaurant, going on a 
trip, or making a feast at home can 
be a more personal way to share 
the holidays with family and 
friends. 

• Gifts of food are inexpensive 
and popular. Consider fudge, 
brownies, bread, cookies, cheese¬ 
cake and candy. Place food gifts in 
decorated thrift shop baskets. 

From the Board oj Directors 

and employees of 

Edgar Electric Co-operative Association 

and it’s subsidiaries 

Edgar Propane, EEC Communications, 

and Clear Talk, 

we wish everyone a safe 

and happy holiday season! 
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Operating statement — September 1997 

Year-to-date 
Account Description LastYear This Year This Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $5,568,861 $5,699,444 $639,794 
Cost of Purchased Power 3,239,251 3,246,014 403,264 
Transmission Expense -0- -0- -0- 
Distribution Expense—Operation 148,454 147,251 19,760 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 468,285 333,221 37,051 
Consumer Accounts Expense 215,307 205,360 24,520 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 70,034 101,375 16,522 
Administrative & General Expense 658,408 657,927 71,047 
Total Operation & Maintenance Expense 4,799,740 4,691,148 572,163 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 297,753 319,278 36,034 
Tax Expense—Property 6,692 6,300 700 
Tax Expense—Other 81,431 71,153 7,182 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 319,084 616,222 99,532 
Interest Expense—Other 83,251 20,060 1,748 
Other Deductions (42,615) (39,041) (4,349) 
Total Cost of Electric Service 5,545,337 5,685,121 713,009 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 23,524 14,323 (73,215) 
Nonoperating Margins—Interest 186,281 50,141 13,527 
Nonoperating Margins—Other 6,212 12,911 7,346 
Other Capital Credits and Patronage Dividends 54,967 53,794 1,092 
Patronage Capital or Margins 

^   

270,983 131,170 (51,250) 

-J 

Manager’s report to the board — September 1997 
Statistics and Revenue Data September 1996 August 1997 September 1997 
Number Connected Consumers 
Average kwh Used 
Average Bill 
No. kwh Purchased 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 
Line Loss Percent (12 month average) 
Cost Per kwh Purchased 
Cost Per kwh Delivered 
Member Cost Per kwh 
Miles Energized 
Revenue Per Mile 
Total Expense Per Mile 

5,066 5,087 5,086 
1,138 1,134 1,178 

128.41 132.35 124.41 
6,380,149 6,943,100 5,992,100 
5,748,790 5,766,530 5,480,588 

10.0% 9.2% 9.1% 
$0,058 $0,022 $0.02171 
$0,064 $0,026 $0,248 
$0,113 $0,117 $0,115 

1,495 1,499 1,499 
$439.96 $448.53 $426.81 
$420.45 $485.55 $475.66 

When your power is out.. .we’re on the line! 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have 

electricity. Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have 
your account number and location readily available so we may restore your service 
quickly. 

Local calls — dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 rrrrrrr^rrrrrrrmwrrr^ 
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