
ENERGY SAVERS 

Miscellaneous energy-saving tips for summer 
While your friends at the local electric co-op 

want you to use all the electricity you need, they 

want you to use it wisely, too, so you won’t “break 

the bank.” 

We’ve stressed several times here that most 

energy used in homes, by far, is used for heating 

and cooling, and wise heating and cooling will save 

you the most money with the least amount of ef¬ 

fort: All you need to do is to raise your thermostat 

setting in the summertime, or lower it during the 

heating season. 

After heating and cooling—or “comfort condi¬ 

tioning, as it’s sometimes known—the next two 

biggest users of electricity in most homes are wa¬ 

ter heating (15 percent) and refrigerators and freez¬ 

ers (also 15 percent). 

Some 24 percent goes into lighting, cooking 

and running other appliances. Obviously, you’ll 

find the biggest savings in the higher-use catego¬ 

ries. In addition to changing your thermostat, the 

addition of insulation and/or weatherstripping can 

help you save a lot on both heating and cooling, 

and you can often do some of the work yourself, 

using fairly inexpensive materials. 

With summer fully here now after what may 

well have been the weirdest winter and spring in 

memory, you may want to think about paying some 

attention to your air conditioning system. Keep 

your cooling system well tuned, and see that it 

gets periodic maintenance by a professional ser¬ 

viceman. This isn’t something you need to do 

every year, but if it’s been a while since anyone’s 

had a look at the machine’s innards, you may want 

to call a serviceman. 

It helps a unit run cooler if you plant trees or 

shrubs close by the outside unit, to shade it. Don’t 

plant them so close that they’ll shed leaves in the 
machinery and get in a repairman’s way. A few 

well-placed shrubs will increase efficiency by as 

much as 10 percent. 

But there are many simple no-cost steps you 

can use to save a little money, and they just in¬ 

volve a change of habits. It’s old advice, but we 

tend to forget: Shut off the lights in an unused 

room. While that won’t make you rich, it’ll help a 

little, and it doesn’t cost anything. 

Many of us tend to leave TV sets on all the 

time, in the forlorn hope that something worth 

watching is bound to come on eventually. A good- 

sized color TV draws a fair amount of current. You 

can save a little money by shutting yours off when 

you’re not specifically watching a program you 

want to see. 

A common energy waster that many people 

overlook is the bathroom ventilation fan. You need 

to run that little rascal for a few minutes after bath¬ 

ing or showering, but it’s hard to remember to shut 

it off after it has done its job. If you can get into 

the habit of flipping that switch off after a 10- 

minute run time, you can often save on two 

counts: the energy used by the fan motor, and the 

energy used to heat or cool the air it exhausts. 

Since much of the energy used in doing laun¬ 
dry goes to heat water, you can save a little by 

changing to cooler washes and rinses, whenever 

possible. And, of course, you may want to keep 

after faucet washers, wherever they are. It seems 

to be a natural law that the first faucet to leak will 

be the hot water one, and that wastes both water 

and heat. 

If you are one of those fortunate folks who live 

in the country, you may have more to worry about 

than your town and suburban cousins, because 

you’re far more likely to have your own well. That 

may include a pressure tank, which has a ten¬ 

dency to get “waterlogged” as time goes by, caus¬ 

ing your pump to run more than necessary. Be 

sure to keep after that, too. 
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Save money during the summer months 
We want to help you save 

money on your summer electric¬ 
ity bills, and we need your help. I 
hope to explain briefly how we 
hope to do that, by reducing our 
demand charges from Soyland 
Power Cooperative, our power 
supplier. 

It’s hard to understand why, 
but wholesale electricity costs 
fluctuate wildly. You don’t notice 
it much, because we level it out, 
but the fact remains: Electricity is 
far more expensive at some times 
than others. These are called 
“peak demand” times, or just 
“peaks.” 

While there is probably no way 
we can make electricity cheap, 
there certainly are some things we 
can do to make it less expensive. 
We hope to do that by “shaving our 
peak,” which has been growing 
steadily for several years. Our 
wholesale power supply contract 
is a complicated document, but 
what we need to know about it is 
simple: When we buy electricity at 
the same time everybody else is 
buying it, it costs a lot. If we buy 
it during times of lower usage, it 
doesn’t cost nearly as much. 

And when is everybody else 
buying electricity? That’s simple. 
They’re buying it when we do now, 
and that’s on hot summer week¬ 
day afternoons. On weekdays, fac¬ 
tories are working, businesses are 
in operation and many people are 
doing things around the house. 
Farmers may be irrigating or dry¬ 
ing grain. Air conditioners are go¬ 
ing flat out. All those contribute 
to the peak we need to shave if 
we’re going to get a handle on our 

costs. 
When all that usage gets at its 

highest point, Soyland calculates 
just how high our highest usage— 
or peak—was, and sets our next 
year’s rates based on that peak. 
Of course, the higher our peak 
demand, the higher our next year's 
wholesale power costs will be. As 
I said earlier, Spoon River’s peak 
usage has been increasing for 
years, and still is. 

We hope to shave that peak, 
and save you some money in the 
process. 

Our plan is very simple, and 
it’s something many co-ops are 
already doing. In short, we hope 
to shave our peak by using our 
radio-control equipment to “con¬ 
trol” your electric water heater and 
your air conditioner compressor 
during a few of the hottest after¬ 
noons and evenings during the 
months of June through Septem¬ 
ber. 

That means we would shut 
them off for short periods of time, 
rotating among all the members 
with control switches, so we could 
reduce our peak demand without 
inconveniencing anyone. Please 
note that we hope to control the 
air conditioner’s compressor, not 
the fan. Generally, your compres¬ 
sor would be shut off for seven 
minutes, on for seven minutes, 
and back off for seven minutes, 
continuing the cycle until the peak 
demand period is over. Your wa¬ 
ter heater would be off the entire 
time. 

I want to emphasize several 
important points. First, there is no 
cost to you for the switching equip¬ 

ment. Secondly, we will not con¬ 
trol very often—a neighboring co¬ 
op only controlled three times 
during last year's record-hot sum¬ 
mer. And most importantly, you 
will save money both for yourself 
and your co-op. 

I’m not absolutely sure how 
much we would save by shaving 
our peak, and the amount de¬ 
pends to a certain extent on how 
many members we’d have partici¬ 
pating. But we’ve done some pre¬ 
liminary calculations and we 
estimate that if you permit us to 
control your water heater, you 
would receive a credit of about $8- 
$10 per month for each of the four 
months of June, July, August and 
September. 

We believe we could credit you 
with the same amount of savings, 
if you allow us to control your air 
conditioner’s compressor. Of 
course, you can double your sav¬ 
ings by allowing us to control both. 

In essence, for no effort on 
your part, you could save from 
$64-80 on your summer electric¬ 
ity bills, if you would permit us to 
attach a control switch to your 
water heater or air conditioner. 

We do not have the equipment 
at this time to control your water 
heater and air conditioning units. 
There are some circumstances 
that would possibly change our 
plans, but we could put the sys¬ 
tem in place fairly quickly if nec¬ 
essary.- '• 

We wash to thank those of you 
who took the time to fill out the 
questionnaire we sent you a few 
months ago. We appreciate your 
help. 
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SREC sponsors Youth Tour 
For many years the Associa¬ 

tion of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives (AIEC) has given their 
member cooperatives the chance 
to participate in the Youth Day 
and Youth to Washington, D.C. 
Tours. For the first time in more 
than 25 years. Spoon River Elec¬ 
tric Co-operative’s Board of Di¬ 
rectors chose to participate this 
year. , , 

Governor Edgar declared 
May 1 as Illinois Rural Electric 
Youth Day. All the high schools 
in our service area were asked 
to nominate two students to rep¬ 
resent Spoon River Electric in 
Springfield. On that day these 
students and their counterparts 
from other Illinois high schools 
met their elected senators and 
representatives at the Capitol, 
toured the Supreme Court and 
Lincoln’s Tomb, were honored at 
a luncheon, and participated in 
a co-op quiz game. These stu¬ 
dents had the opportunity to get 
a close-up look at their govern¬ 
ment. Today, many “alumni” of 
these youth programs work in 
state and federal government or 

have gone on to serve as elected 
officials, including two current 
members of the Illinois General 
Assembly. 

At the close of the Springfield 
trip, six students were chosen as 
semifinalists. These semifinal¬ 
ists were then interviewed by 
John Freitag of the AIEC, while 
the rest of the students were 
enjoying pizza and rehashing 
their trip. The judges looked for 
several things in choosing a win¬ 
ner: the answers on the student 

Spoon River Electric has 
hired two new employees this 
year. Because of retirements, 
resignations, and promotions 
within the co-op, we needed to 
employ additional people. 

Our first new employee is 
William Braden. Bill is our 
forestryman, working on the for¬ 
estry crew. Bill and his wife, Lori, 
live in the Lewistown area. They 
have one son, Kris. 

Our next new hire is Rudy 
Hadsell. Our member service 

participation form, poise and at¬ 
titude during the day, and the 
final interview. 

All the participants were win¬ 
ners to us. Spoon River Electric 
was only sponsoring two stu¬ 
dents for the Youth to Washing¬ 
ton Tour. Sabrina Turner, 
daughter of Joyce and Gary 
Turner of Smithfield, and Katie 
McKeever, daughter of Cathy 
Dare of Elmwood, were our tour 
winners. Congratulations 
Sabrina and Katie! 

person, Ed Cox, has been pro¬ 
moted to executive vice-presi¬ 
dent and general manager. Our 
materials control clerk, Don 
Garrison, will be retiring in Oc¬ 
tober. These two positions have 
been somewhat absorbed by sev¬ 
eral employees. Rudy has been 
hired as our new data program 
coordinator. Rudy and his wife, 
Brenda, have one son. Bryce, 
and live in Canton. 

We welcome both of these 
people to our cooperative family. 

SREC has installed two drop 
boxes at the north end of the park¬ 
ing lot for members who want to 
drop off meter reading cards or 
bill payments. 

Security lights 
On Jan. 1, 1996, the co¬ 

operative changed its policy on 
security lights. We now offer 
only high pressure sodium 
lights for rental use. We have 
added a 250-watt and a 400- 
watt light into the rental pro¬ 
gram. 

For those of you who have 
the mercury vapor light, you 
will continue to have the 175- 
watt light until it is necessary 
to make major repairs to your 
light. At that time your light 
will be converted to a high 
pressure sodium light. 

The cost of installing a 
purchased high pressure so¬ 
dium light is: 

100 watt - cost plus 5% 
and tax plus 1 hour installa¬ 
tion: Installed price - $104.11 

250 watt - cost plus 5% 
and tax plus 1 hour installa¬ 
tion: Installed price - $332.30 

400 watt - cost plus 5% 
and tax plus 1 hour installa¬ 
tion: Installed price - $332.30 

Cost of installing rental 
high pressure sodium light: 

100 watt - $7.50/month 
250 watt - $ 12.50/month 
400 watt - $ 17.50/month 
Pole when required 
50 cents a foot plus one (1) 

hour labor installation fee 
When extra wire is re¬ 

quired - 2 hours labor 

Employees hired 
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Don't let Vi 

fliuml down 

This time of year, details weigh on 
your mind . . . money, weather, fac¬ 
tors vital to your livelihood. The most im¬ 
portant concern, though, is safety. 
Tragedy can occur in that flash of an in¬ 
stant when you let your guard down — taking a short cut, overlooking 
basic safety rules. To ensure future harvests, always work the safe 
way. 

** Watch out for overhead power lines. 

Wear appropriate protective equipment. 

** Make sure helpers are familiar with 
equipment they are using. 

Shut off power before fixing or 
unclogging machines. 

Keep extended machinery away from 
power pole guy wires. 

Keep shields in place. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Head off infiltration before winter hits 
Fall is here, with the turning 

leaves, shorter days, cooler 
weather and gentle breezes. 
For those who enjoy the change 
of seasons, fall can be a won¬ 
derful time. As for the rest of 
us, we know that winter is 
nipping at the heels of fall even 
now, and the cool breezes will 
be replaced by wintry blasts 
seemingly straight off the North 
Pole. 

It’s true, as we’ve said here 
many times, that tightening 
up your house will save you 
money all year ‘round. But 
a snug home seems to be more 
comfortable when the tem¬ 
perature’s down in the single 
digits and the wind’s seeking 
out the little nooks and crannies 
in the walls of your house. 
No matter what the time of year, 
some caulking and weather¬ 
stripping will help reduce air in¬ 
filtration, one of the biggest 
sources of energy waste. 

If your windows leak air 
around the edges of the window, 
inside the frame, you can mini¬ 
mize the infiltration by putting 
in a shrink-fit film on the 
inside. While it looks difficult, 
it really isn’t. You can buy 
kits at hardware and home- 
supply stores, and they usually 
include double-sided tape and 
enough film to do one or two 
windows. They come in different 
sizes, so you’ll need to know 
how big your windows are. 
The kits are generic, so you 
may need to buy a larger film 
than you actually need and 
cut it to fit with scissors. One 
of the hardest parts of this little 
chore is peeling the backing off 
the double-sided tape. 

After you get the tape up 
and the plastic cut to size, 
you apply the film, carefully, 
and press it against the tape, 
which you’ve put around the 
window frame and peeled the 
backing off of, naturally! If it’s 
not perfect, you’re still okay. You 
can shrink it to fit with a hair 
dryer. 

No matter how snugly they’re 
built, some homes have prob¬ 
lems with infiltration that re¬ 
quire somewhat more effort. 
Weatherstripping may be your 
next step, and is probably the 
next simplest up the line of 
things to do. It involves the 
use of materials to seal cracks 
that are supposed to be there. 

but that aren't supposed to 
leak. This includes doors and 
windows, and weatherstripping 
should fill those gaps so the win¬ 
dow or door can be opened and 
closed as needed, but air is kept 
out when it's closed. 

There are all kinds of weather¬ 
stripping materials on the market, 
and cost varies considerably. 
These materials also vary in 
ease of installation and the 
quality of the job they do. Look 
for them in the "insulation" or 
"weatherization" section of your 
local home improvement place, 
and look for good, understandable 
instructions on the package. 
And if you're at all unhandy, 
talk to someone in the store 
and have them clear up any 
misunderstandings you have 
about installing the stuff. They'll 
be glad to help you. That's what 
they're there for. Be sure to 
ask how long you can expect 
the different materials to last. 
Usually the ones that cost the 
most and/or are the most dif¬ 
ficult to install tend to last 
longest. 

Caulking is intended to 
seal cracks that seem to grow 
between different kinds of con¬ 
struction materials. These cracks 

are partly due to settling during 
the aging process, and partly 
because different materials 
expand and contract differently 
as the temperature changes. As 
a gteneral rule, caulking should 
be applied wherever two dif¬ 
ferent materials or parts of the 
house meet. 

Caulking materials, for the 
most part, come in disposable 
tubes, and are applied with an 
inexpensive caulking gun. Since 
it's as easy to apply a high- 
quality compound, it makes 
good sense to use the best caulk 
you can. 

Oil or resin-based caulks are 
inexpensive, last from one to 
seven years, and adhere fairly 
well. They're the least expensive 
of the caulking materials. Latex, 
polyvinyl and butyl rubber are 
better. They adhere better and 
last two to 10 years, but they’re 
somewhat more expensive. The 
silicone, polysulfides and poly¬ 
urethanes are better yet, with 
excellent adhesion and a 20- 
year life expectancy. They're 
more expensive than the other 
types, too. 

You can apply caulking with 
a few low-cost tools and a 
little practice. When you load 
your caulking gun, cut the 
tube open with a sharp knife at 
a 45-degree angle near the 
end of the tapered portion. 
The ability to lay a nice, uni¬ 
form bead comes with a little 
practice. Be sure to scrape away 
the old materials and clean 
the surfaces, before you start 
caulking. 

And while you're at it, look 
for other air leaks through 
openings where plumbing or 
electrical wiring go through 
walls, floors and ceilings. 

While there are any num¬ 
ber of things you can do, the 
most important thing is to get 
started. Get started on some 
infiltration prevention work 
soon. Winter will be here before 
you know it! 
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Ed Cox, left, congratulates members of the SREC board of directors reelected to new three-year terms. 
With Cox, are from left to right, Lyle H. Nelson of Abingdon, Curtis D. Strode of Marietta and John D. 
Schoon of Canton. 

Members told: ‘Rates to go down soon’ 
Spoon River Electric rates should be going 

down soon. For the typical member using 670 
kilowatt-hours per month, the decrease will 
average two and one-half percent per month, 
President and CEO Ed Cox advised members at 
the cooperative’s 59th Annual Meeting Sept. 5 at 
Canton High School. 

More than 400 members and guests turned 
out to elect directors, hear reports of officers and 
learn more about the not-for-profit electric sys¬ 
tem they own. 

Board Chairmman David Bergland of Glasford 
reported cooperative electric rates have been 
restructured “to give members a rate decrease and 
to encourage members to help us build load 
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during our off peak periods and lower our 
average wholesale power cost.” 

Cox explained that a single rate block has 
been replaced with declining rates during the 
months of September through May to encourage 
off peak energy usage. “This reflects the fact that 
our costs decline sharply with increasing sales,” 
Cox said. “The new rate structure reflects the 
desire of Spoon River Electric to become more 
marketing oriented.” 

Bergland credited the rate decrease to a con¬ 
centrated effort by the board of directors and 
management over the past year and the active 
participation of the cooperative’s employees. 
He noted that the number of employees has 



dropped from 26 to 22 over the past year. 
Bergland also indicated members may or may 

not benefit from two major changes soon to take 
place in the electric utility environment in which 
Spoon River operates. He said the first major 
change is that the Illinois General Assembly is 
poised to allow some form of competition for bulk 
power supply in Illinois. 

“Some estimate that total open retail com¬ 
petition will lower rates by approximately 10 
percent,” Cox advised members. “Others believe 
only large customers will benefit at the expense 
of small commercial and residential customers.” 
Illinois electric cooperatives will work with the 
General Assembly to ensure that all classes of 
consumers benefit from electric utility de¬ 
regulation, Cox said. 

Bergland said the second major utility change 
affecting Spoon River and its members involves 
Soyland Power Cooperative of Decatur, Spoon 
River’s wholesale power provider. Wholesale power 
claimed nearly 65 cents of every dollar collected 
by the cooperative last year, Bergland noted. 
Soyland is working to refinance its debt which 

will impact Spoon River’s cost of wholesale power. & 
Bergland said even with the coming changes 

in the electric utility environment the goal of 
Spoon River remains unchanged...”to enhance the 
quality of life for our rural service area. When we’re 
talking about rural electric service,” Bergland 
added, “whether the measure is services to 
members, reliability or price, our goal is the be 
your provider of choice.” 

During the annual business meeting, mem¬ 
bers reelected three directors to three-year terms 
on the cooperative’s governing board. They are 
Lyle H. Nelson of Abingdon, Curtis D. Strode of 
Marietta and John D. Schoon of Trivoli. Members 
also voted to approve a number of bylaw 
amendments. 

Following the member’s meeting, the board of 
directors met to reorganize for the coming year. 
Bergland was elected to the new position of chair¬ 
man of the board. Other officers are Strode, 
vice chairman; John W. Butler of Lewistown, 
secretary; Bernard Marvel of Browning, treasurer; 
and Lyle H. Nelson of Abingdon, assistant 
treasurer. 

Free security light installation 
on existing poles 

through November 
On Jan. 1, 1996, the cooperative changed its policy on 

security lights. We now offer only high pressure sodium lights 
for rental use. We have added a 250-watt and a 400-watt light 
into the rental program. 

For those of you who have the mercury vapor light, you 
will continue to have the 175-watt light until it is necessary 
to make major repairs to your light. At that time your light 
will be converted to a high pressure sodium light. 

The cost of installing a purchased high pressure sodium 
light on an existing pole is: 

100 watt - cost plus 5% and tax plus 1 hour installation: 
Installed price - $104.11 

250 watt - cost plus 5% and tax plus 1 hour installation: 
Installed price - $332.30 

400 watt - cost plus 5% and tax plus 1 hour installation: 
Installed price - $332.30 

Cost of installing rental high pressure sodium light: 
100 watt - $7.50/month 
250 watt - $ 12.50/month 
400 watt - $ 17.50/month 
Pole when required 
50 cents a foot plus one (1) hour labor installation fee 
When extra wire is required - 2 hours labor. 

From now through the end of November, 1996, we 
will install a security light for you at no charge for the 
installation fee. 

SREC has installed two drop 
boxes at the north end of the 
parking lot for members who 
want to drop off meter reading 
cards or bill payments. We hope 
you enjoy the convenience. 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed 
Monday, Nov. 11, in ob¬ 
servance of Veterans 
Day. Enjoy your holiday! 
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It’s never open season 
on power lines! 

In their enthusiasm 
for the hunting season 
some hunters cause life- 
threatening situations 
by shooting at 
insulators or power 
lines. Target practice on 
insulators or birds 
sitting on power lines 
is not sporting and 
may be fatal. Damaged 
lines can fall to the 
ground — a hazard to 
the hunter and anyone else nearby. Cracked insulators can leave 
members without service, interrupting emergency communications. 

Shooting insulators and other electric equipment is illegal and expensive. 
It adds to the electric cooperative’s operating costs, in which all members 
share — even the hunter. 

Please hunt safely and enjoy the season. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ NOVEMBER 1996 


