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Youth to Washington contest 
The tour group stopped by the 
Gettysburg battlefield in 
Pennsylavnia on the way to Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., and members of 
SIEC’s delegation had their photo 
taken with one of the cannons 
there. From left are Heather 
Murphy of Ullin, Bill Churchill of 
Ullin and Janice Harvell of 
Jonesboro (Miss Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative). 

Each June more than 1,200 high school jun¬ 

iors and seniors travel to Washington, D.C., to par¬ 

ticipate in the Rural Electric Youth Tour. During 

the week, they learn about Washington, D.C., gov¬ 

ernment, cooperatives and rural electrification. The 

students are selected and sponsored by their local 
rural electric cooperatives. The Youth Tour is co¬ 

ordinated by the National Rural Electric Coopera¬ 

tive Association (NRECA). 

The board of directors of Southern Illinois Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative (SIEC) has sponsored a “Youth to 

Washington” essay contest since 1965. Twelve fi¬ 

nalists will visit Springfield in May, 1996, and two 

grand prize winners win week-long, expense-paid 

visits to Washington, D.C., in June. 

The program grew out of a suggestion in 1957 

by then-Senator Lyndon B. Johnson, who urged 

“sending youngsters to the national capital where 

they can actually see what the flag stands for and 

represents.” Later he would greet the students as 

president of the United States. 

The finalists will visit Springfield May 1, for “Il¬ 

linois Rural Electric and Telephone Youth Day.” 

Plans are to meet legislators and tour the State 

Capitol complex in the morning. During the after¬ 

noon the students will tour the sites of Springfield. 

Then in June, students from 38 states will meet 

and visit with the members of the Illinois Congres¬ 

sional delegation, visit the White House, tour the 

city’s historical monuments, attend educational 

seminars and get to know students from other 

parts of the country. 

If you attend a high school in the area served 

by SIEC (Anna-Jonesboro, Century, Cobden, 

Dongola, Egyptian, Goreville, Joppa, Meridian, 

Metropolis, Shawnee or Vienna high schools), you 

can win a trip to Washington, D.C., June 14-21, 

on the Rural Electric Youth Your. 

Students are encouraged to enter the essay 

contest. The title for this year’s competition is “Elec¬ 

tric Cooperatives: Meeting the Challenges of Our 

Future.” A representative of SIEC will visit your 

school during January and February to explain the 

contest and furnish materials. Please call 1-800- 

762-1400. 

The contest rules and entry form are included 

in this issue. Start making plans now to enter the 

essay contest. You will be glad that you did. 
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Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

No tour to Washington is complete without a picture in front of the White H 

Make plans r 
1996 You 

Counterclockwise from near right: The 
SIEC youths had their picture taken with 
Congressman Glenn Poshard of 
Carterville; from left are Janice Marvell, 
Congressman Poshard, Heather Murphy 
and Bill Churchill; The visit to Arlington 
National Cemetery was a sobering mo¬ 
ment; Churchill receives a door prize at 
a meeting of all the state tour groups. 
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nd the entire group paused briefly for a quick photo. 

wfor the 
Tour 

If you do not receive 
information at your 
school, please note the 
contest rules and the 
entry form included in 
this issue. For further 
information, call 1 -800- 
762-1400. 
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Youtnic^wasnmgToi^ConTes^KuTes 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

Dongola, Illinois 62926 
1. Who may enter contest: 

Any 15 to 17 year old student (except members of immediate family of any board member or em¬ 
ployee of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative) enrolled in any high school in the area served by this 
Cooperative. 

2. Basis of selecting contestants: 
Contestants will be selected by writing an essay of not less than 600 words and not exceeding 1,000 

words, entitled: “Electric Cooperatives: Meeting the Challenges of Our Future.” 

3. Form of entry: 
Essay should be typed, on 8 1/2 by 11" paper, double-spaced, one side only. 

4. Mailing entry blanks: 
Entry blanks must be postmarked or received in the office of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, 

Dongola, Illinois 62926, not later than March 1, 1996. 

5. Mailing essays: 
Essays must be postmarked or received in the office of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative by 

March 15, 1996. 

6. Judges: 
No fewer than three judges will be used to score the written essays. Cooperative personnel will act 

as advisers to the judges on accuracy of facts. All identification is removed from the essays prior to the 
judging. 

Judging must be completed by March 29, 1996. The following point system will be used: 
Student’s knowledge of the subject 40% 
Originality of paper 30% 
Composition (Organization, word choice, spelling)  30% 
Contestants are not present forjudging. 

“Youth to Washington” Essay Contest 
“Electric Cooperatives: Meeting the Challenges of our 

Future” I 
| I would like to enter the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative essay | 
| contest. Please furnish the research materials to: | 

| Signature    I 

| Mailing address  I 

Mail to: Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 100, Dongola, IL 62926. 

i i 

Office closing 
The SIEC office will be closed on Monday, Januaiy 15, to observe Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 
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Building a new home? 
You can avoid energy-wast¬ 

ing mistakes if you consider cli¬ 
mate, local building codes and 
energy-efficient construction 
when you build a new home. 
Does the home take advantage 
of the sun’s natural light and 
warmth? Has it been de¬ 
signed not to overheat? Does 
it include energy-efficient 
windows, furnace, heat 
pumps and appliances? 
Here are a few energy con¬ 
servation ideas that should 
help keep down home util¬ 
ity bills. 

Insulate the walls and 
roof to the highest specifica¬ 
tions recommended for our 
area. 

Insulate floors, too, especially 
those over crawl spaces, uncon¬ 
ditioned basements, and ga¬ 
rages. 

Ventilate the attic using vent 
panels under the eaves and gable 
end or ridge vents rather than 
motor-driven fans. 

Use double-pane insulating 
glass throughout the house. 
Consider windows with low emis- 
sivity (low-E) coatings. A low-E 
coating is a virtually invisible 
metal or metallic oxide layer on 
the glass that reflects heat back 
into the home during cold 
weather and back to the outdoors 
during warm weather. They im¬ 
prove comfort, cut condensation, 
and reduce the fading effect of ul¬ 
traviolet light on home furnish¬ 
ings. 

Window frames and their 
quality of construction and in¬ 

stallation are as important as 
the glass unit when making a 
purchasing decision. Wood and 
vinyl frames offer the 
best insulating value ... 

today. 
Consider solar heat gain 

from the windows. Many 
glazings are available today to 
control the amount of incoming 
solar radiation. 

Install windows you can 
open so you can use natural or 
fan-forced ventilation in moder¬ 
ate weather. 

Place your refrigerator in 
the coolest part of the kitchen, 
well away from the range and 
oven. 

Install the water heater as 
close as possible to areas of ma¬ 
jor use to minimize heat loss 
through the pipes; insulate the 
pipes. 

A light-colored roof and 
building materials can help 
keep houses cooler. 

Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative offers a free book¬ 
let called “A Guide to Energy Ef¬ 

ficient Construction Standards." It 
is available to all members at no 
charge. 

The booklet is designed to help 
^ v f y > y°u build a home that is comfort- 

able to live in, as well as energy 
^^✓4^ efficient, without adding consid¬ 

erable construction costs. 
It describes, in layman’s 

terms, many of the techniques 
■D and applications that can be 
—used in the construction pro- 

cess to ensure that the new 
  home will be comfortable yet 

keep energy consumption at 
the lowest level possible. 

The detailed book cov¬ 
ers such areas as mois¬ 
ture control, construction 

standards for walls, ceiling and 
floors, including crawl spaces, 
slab floors and floors over base¬ 
ments; windows and doors; heat¬ 
ing, ventilation and air 
conditioning systems; hot water, 
lighting and insulation recommen¬ 
dations. 

If you are planning a new 
home now or in the future, you 
should get the guidebook before 
you make key decisions on con¬ 
struction and heating and cooling 
systems. Even though your new 
home may not meet all standards, 
any of the recommendations in¬ 
corporated in your new home will 
enhance comfort levels and lower 
utility costs. 

Contact us to receive your free 
booklet regarding home building 
construction guidelines. 

This book is available to 
members...Free! 
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Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 

Monday through Saturday 
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Pamela K. Bierstedt 
hired as clerk 

Pamela K. “Pam” Bierstedt 
was hired November 20 as gen¬ 
eral office clerk. 

Pam was born and grew up 
in Pontiac, the daughter of Walter 
“Doc” and Margie Bittle. She is a 
graduate of Reed-Custer High 
School in Braidwood. She and 
her husband, Duane, have one 
child, Brandon. He is assistant 
manager at a local food store. 

Prior to cooperative employ¬ 
ment, Pam worked in the bank¬ 
ing industry for 17 years. Her 
hobbies include crafts of all kinds 
and interior decorating. 

She assumed the position 
previously held by Cindy Aden, 

who has been promoted to pay¬ 
roll clerk. 

Pamela K. Bierstedt 

Get to know your employee 
Teddy L. Earnhart is me¬ 

chanic first class at SIEC. His 
employment began July 1983 
and this is his 13th year of coop¬ 
erative service. Ted is responsible 
for the general repair and main¬ 
tenance of all cooperative ve¬ 
hicles. 

Earnhart is married to the 
former Shirley Hart. She is an 
elementary school teacher in the 
Dongola School. The couple are 
life-long residents of Dongola. 
They have a son, Greg, also of 
Dongola. 

Ted takes a real interest in 
his community. He has served on 
the village board for several years 
and was elected mayor in the 
spring of 1993. During his term 
in office, he has been instrumen¬ 
tal in acquiring and developing 
the seven-acre village park and 
the volunteer fire department has 
built a new fire station, which is 
in use but unfinished. The village 
has also acquired an economic 
development grant to lay water 
line to Jonesboro in order to fur¬ 
nish a potable water supply to 

the town residents. 
Ted also owns and operates 

an excavating business at his 
Dongola residence. He does not 
claim any hobbies or pastimes 
but he really enjoys the mechani¬ 
cal things in life. 

Teddy L. Earnhart 
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Dustin Burnett earns 
SIEC scholarship 

Each year SIEC do¬ 
nates $500 to Shawnee 
Community College for 
scholarships for students 
living in homes served by 
the cooperative. The col¬ 
lege determines the num¬ 
ber of students and the 
amount they receive. To 
be eligible a student must 
rank in the top 40 percent 
of his/her high school 
graduating class. This 
year’s recipient is Dustin 
Burnett, son of Darrell 

and Jan Burnett, Me¬ 
tropolis. 

Burnett is a business 
and music program stu¬ 
dent at SCC. He will trans¬ 
fer to Belmont University 
in Nashville after complet¬ 
ing his studies at SCC. He 
plans to pursue a career 
in record production. 

SIEC scholarships are 
awarded each year, with 
the number and amount 
determined by SCC. 

Dustin Burnett 

Meter tampering illegal, dangerous 
Throughout the nation, 

many people have come to believe 
that cheating the power company 
is O.K. Many believe that since 
you cannot see electricity it is fine 
to steal it. Some have come up 
with ingenious ways to reduce 
the effective registration of the 
utility meter. Every method is a 
crime and all are dangerous to 
the one committing the crime. 

The electrical industry is con¬ 
cerned about this problem, not 
only from the lost revenue stand¬ 
point, but from a safety stand¬ 
point. The utility meter is 
designed to be maintained and 

operated by qualified personnel 
used to working on energized 
electric service. There is no dis¬ 
connect ahead of the meter and 
any removal of a meter exposes 
live electrical parts that cannot 
be disconnected by the general 
public. 

Every meter that measures 
electric service to a customer is 
owned by the utility. It is sealed 
to keep unauthorized persons 
from removing it. This seal is the 
same as a door lock on your 
home, and it is used for the same 
purpose. 

Criminal law places very stiff 

penalties on meter tampering 
and current diversion. People fail 
to realize that meter tampering 
leaves evidence that is easily seen 
by qualified personnel. 

SIEC is concerned about this 
trend. We hope this problem 
doesn’t become serious with us. 
Since this is a cooperative made 
up and owned by the members it 
serves, any current theft is a theft 
against you and your neighbor. 
Current thieves, if undetected, 
add to the cost of doing business. 
This cost is passed on to the 
members of the cooperative 
through their energy bills. 

Some of the penalties that the law imposes for 
power theft are as follows: 

Sentence Fine 
Meter tampering or circumvention 6 months $500 
Theft of electricity, less than $150 in value 1 day 1,000 
Second offense 1-3 years 10,000 
Greater than $150 2-5 years 10,000 
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Carbon monoxide danger 
increases in winter 

Symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning 
If you discover someone overcome by carbon monoxide, act fast. Get them 

to fresh air quickly. If that’s not possible, open nearby doors and windows. 
Then call for medical help. 

Have conscious victims lie down. Keep them warm and calm. If they are 
not breathing, give them artificial respiration. Tell emergency personnel that 
you suspect CO poisoning. 

% of blood 
saturation Symptoms 

0-10 None 
10-20 Tightness across forehead, possible headaches 
20-30 Headaches, throbbing temples 
30-40 Severe headaches, weakness, dizziness, dimness of vision, 

nausea and vomiting 
40-50 Previous symptoms continue, greater possibility of collapse 

and loss of consciousness, increased pulse and respiration 
50-60 Loss of consciousness, increased respiration and pulse, coma 

with intermittent convulsions 
60-70* Coma, intermittent convulsions, depressed heart action, 

possible death 
70-80* Weak pulse and slowed respiration, respiratory failure 

and death. 

♦When high concentrations of CO gas are inhaled, the victim may not experi¬ 
ence any of the above symptoms but may suddenly collapse. Death in these 
cases is the result of paralysis of the respiratory system. 

Two people passed within an 
hour of death when their apart¬ 
ment building became a carbon 
monoxide gas chamber. An after- 
the-fact assessment found that 
the building’s furnace did not 
draft properly, backing exhaust 
into several apartments. One of 
the people, sleeping in a base¬ 
ment apartment, was saved only 
by 10 minutes of persistent 
knocking on her door by a utility 
company employee responding to 
a neighbor’s complaint of fumes. 

When doctors examined that 
victim, they found her blood con¬ 
tained a near-fatal concentration 
of carbon monoxide. The neigh¬ 
bor who called for help was found 
with a slightly higher level in his 
blood. Without immediate atten¬ 
tion, both would have been dead 
within an hour, authorities said. 

They were among 10,000 
Americans expected to be tempo¬ 
rarily or permanently disabled by 
accidental exposure to carbon 
monoxide each year, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control 
in Atlanta. In 1991, the last year 
for which figures are available, 
594 people died from uninten¬ 
tional exposure to carbon mon¬ 
oxide. 

Carbon monoxide is an odor¬ 
less, invisible and highly poison¬ 
ous gas that results from 
incomplete combustion of wood, 
charcoal, natural gas, kerosene 
and other carbon-based fuels. Its 
chemical designation is CO. 

While the number of CO-re- 
lated deaths has steadily de¬ 
clined in recent years, high 
profile accidents such as the CO- 
induced death in September of 
tennis star Vitas Gerulaitis in 
New York underline the continu¬ 
ing need for vigilance against CO 
poisoning. Investigators suspect 
a faulty pool heater vented ex¬ 

haust into Gerulaitis’ cottage as 
he slept. 

In its initial stages, carbon 
monoxide poisoning is difficult to 
distinguish from the flu. Both 
cause headaches, dizziness, nau¬ 
sea, vomiting and fatigue. 

Carbon monoxide kills by 
limiting the body’s ability to use 
oxygen. Normally, oxygen mol¬ 
ecules in the lungs are absorbed 
into the bloodstream, where they 
attach themselves to hemoglobin 
proteins. Hemoglobin carries the 
oxygen to the heart, brain, 
muscles and other organs. But 
carbon monoxide attaches to he¬ 
moglobin 300 times more easily 
than oxygen, pushing aside oxy¬ 
gen molecules and rendering 
them useless. As CO builds up 
in the bloodstream, the unsus¬ 
pecting victim slowly suffocates. 

Simply leaving a CO-satu- 
rated space may not immediately 
result in a return to normal blood 
oxygen levels. Carbon monoxide 
can take twice as long to leave a 

human body as it did to accumu¬ 
late, and victims often need pure 
oxygen or other treatments to 
purge their bodies of CO. 

A second, rarely discussed 
danger from carbon monoxide is 
that it is explosive. Air contain¬ 
ing between 12.5 percent and 74 
percent CO will explode if ignited. 

Defective furnaces, fireplace 
flues and oil heaters have long 
been primary causes of acciden¬ 
tal CO poisoning. In addition, 
carbon monoxide is found in ex¬ 
haust from automobiles, 
lawnmowers, kerosene space 
heaters, charcoal grills and other 
appliances that burn carbon- 
based fuels. 

To protect families against 
accidental CO poisoning, utilities 
recommend annual furnace and 
appliance checks by a qualified 
gas appliance or heating contrac¬ 
tor and installation of plug-in or 
battery CO detectors with au¬ 
dible alarms near sleeping areas. 
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George Robert Inman II appointed director 
George Robert Inman of Grand Chain was ap¬ 

pointed to the SIEC Board of Directors at the De¬ 
cember 1995 meeting. He will fill the unexpired 
term of his father, the late George Inman. 

Robert was born and raised in Grand Chain. 
He is a graduate of Century Unit School District 
and earned an associate degree in Agriculture at 
Shawnee Community College. He and his brother 
are owner/operators of a cattle and grain opera¬ 
tion. He presently serves as secretary on the 
Pulaski-Alexander Farm Bureau board, is assis¬ 
tant fire chief for the village of Grand Chain, is a 
member of Masonic Lodge #660 of Grand Chain, 
and is chairman of Pulaski County 911. 

He is married to the former Cheryl Ann Cheek 
of Karnak. The couple have three daughters: Jes¬ 
sica A. Barnhill, also of Grand Chain, and Mary 
Gail and Samantha Kay at home. George Robert Inman II 

Members 
Please Note! 

A/C 12545-001 Date 

Meter No. 055667590 Location 

1. Meter Reading this Month 

2. Meter Reading last Month Subtract 

3. KWH's Used  

4. Amount from Rate Chart 

5. Security Light  

6. Late Charge (5% If Paid A 10th) 

7. Notified Adjustment or E^! ;e Due 

8. Total Amount Due .. 

Ijne#: 51-1 
Pole# 995A 

Doe, John 
any route, any box 
Anytown, IL Zip 

KEEP FOR YOUR RECORD 

Information to report 
an outage. 

QA/C 12545-001 

Location 55555 

Account number 
for billing calls. 

Date March 

Rate 120 

1. Meter Reading this Month  

2. Meter Reading last Month Subtract.. 

3. KWH's Used  

4. Amount from Rate Chart  

5. Security Light  

6. Late Charge  

7. Notified Adjustment or Balance Due 

8. Total Amount Due  

mm® 
□□S0[o] 

1. Write this month’s reading in the squares provided in line 1. 

2. Write last month’s reading in the squares provided in line 2 

and subtract. 

3. Line 3 equals number of KWH’s used. 

4. Refer to rate chart for amount of your bill and enter on line 4. 

Doe, John 
any route, any box 
Anytown, IL Zip 

Mail This Bill With Your Remittance To: 

S-I.E.C. P.O.Box 100 Dongola, Illinois 62926 
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Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.. 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

If you depend on 
life-support 

equipment, we need 
to know 

While Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative strives to maintain 
the best possible service with a minimum of outage time, occasional 
outages, either planned or uncontrolled, do occur. 

Your cooperative needs to know the names and location of coop¬ 
erative members who depend on life-support equipment. We keep a 
registry of members on life-support equipment, and it is important 
that this information be current and accurate. We will make every 
effort to give priority to restore service to members on life-support 
systems. 

If you or a member of your family depend on life-support equip¬ 
ment, please fill out the form below and mail to us as quickly as 
possible. 

Name    

Phone No.  

Address   

Account No.   

Type of support equipment  

Days of use     

Time of use    

Do you have an emergency stand-by generator to operate this 
equipment? 
 Yes  No 

Mail the above form to: 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

P.O. Box 100, Dongola, IL 62926 
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Why do my lights blink? 
You have just come home 

from work and notice that all of 
the digital clocks in the house are 
blinking. Must have been a power 
outage sometime during the day, 
right? Possibly, but more than 
likely it was just a power “blink” 
and not an outage. A “blink” oc¬ 
curs when the power momen¬ 
tarily goes off for a couple of 
seconds, and then comes back 
on. 

Overhead and underground 
electric lines are susceptible to 
“blinks.” Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative has a network of 
about 2,000 miles of line. This 
network is divided into sections 
called distribution feeders. The 
feeders are protected by devices 
that interrupt the power when a 
problem, or “fault” occurs on the 
line. The device will turn the 
power back on after a short pe¬ 
riod of time. If the fault is still 
present, the device will operate 
again, causing another “blink.” If 
the fault clears itself, then the 
power stays on. If the fault is per¬ 
manent, then the power goes out 
and stays out. The “blinks” that 
you see are operations of the pro¬ 
tective devices. Because most 
faults are temporary in nature, 
your lights just “blink” and come 
back on. The protective devices 
prevent permanent outages. 

What problems occur 
on the lines that 

cause blinks? 
Faults may be caused by sev¬ 

eral problems: 
Lightning 

During storm seasons, elec¬ 
tric lines are hit by lightning nu¬ 
merous times. Insulators, 
lightning arrestors, transform¬ 
ers, and other line equipment are 
exposed to high voltage surges 
caused by lightning strikes. 
Lightning puts an enormous 
amount of stress on this equip¬ 
ment. An example of a problem 
would be an insulator slightly 
damaged during a storm. The 
damage at the time of the strike 

would be small and the line 
would operate normally. A month 
or two later, regular operating 
stress may break the insulator 
down. The line then starts to 
“blink” occasionally. 
Tree limbs 

Tree limbs contact lines and 
cause “blinks.” 
Southern Illinois is 
abundant with 
trees. It is difficult 
to find a coopera¬ 
tive distribution 
line that is not in 
close proximity to 
trees. The coopera¬ 
tive has dramati¬ 
cally increased its 
right of way maintenance budget 
for 1996. New pruning and spray¬ 
ing methods are being utilized to 
gain better control on the right of 
way. Because of the abundance 
of trees, work is slow. The coop¬ 
erative appreciates members’ pa¬ 
tience when it comes to tree 
pruning/cutting requests. You 
can do your part to help the co¬ 
operative more efficiently improve 
service reliability: 
(1) Do not plant trees within 30 
feet of electric lines. 
(2) When possible, allow forestry 
crews to remove trees rather than 
just trim them; trimming is only 
a temporary measure. 
(3) Please be patient. The coop¬ 
erative has a program to main¬ 
tain the right of way on your line. 
It may not be tomorrow or next 
week or next month, but we will 
get there eventually. 
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Animals 
Animals cause problems, too. 

Squirrels, raccoons, snakes and 
birds cause “blinks” on the sys¬ 
tem. Animals may come into con¬ 
tact with electric conductors and 
other equipment at the same 
time, causing a fault. Livestock 

that rub against 
guy wires can also 
cause problems. 
The cooperative 
uses some animal 
guard products to 
help prevent ani¬ 
mals from causing 
“blinks.” 
Ice and Wind 
Electric conduc¬ 

tors that have ice on them tend 
to “gallop” in the wrtnd. Lines may 
flop together, and cause “blinks.” 
Fortunately, the cooperative does 
not experience this problem very 
often. Minimal ice build-up and 
hilly terrain discourage the “gal¬ 
loping” effect. 
What if my power 
continues to blink? 

The cooperative realizes that 
blinking lights are a nuisance. If 
you are experiencing an extraor¬ 
dinary number of “blinks,” write 
down the date and time and call 
us. Let us know if you see any 
flashes or arcing on the lines. We 
will do our best to try to find the 
problem as soon as possible. Be¬ 
cause many problems are not 
obvious, it may take us a while 
to track down the problem. We 
do have devices that can be put 
on the lines to help isolate the 
problem. With your patience and 
cooperation, we will eventually 
find and correct the problem. 
Will power blinks cause 
damage to appliances 
and other equipment? 

As stated earlier, the opera¬ 
tion of a protective device on elec¬ 
tric lines causes “blinks.” Some 
people refer to “blinks” as power 
“surges,” but, unless lightning is 
involved, no “surge” occurs on 
the line. When the power goes off 

Continued on page 16d... 
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Continued on page 16d... 
and back on during a “blink,” it 
is just like turning your appli¬ 
ance or other piece of equipment 
off and on with its 
own switch. No 
damage to your 
equipment 
should occur. If 
lightning is in¬ 
volved, a surge 
may occur and could cause dam¬ 
age. The cooperative installs 
lightning arrestors on its lines to 
minimize the effects of lightning, 
yet, lightning can still cause 
damage. 
What can I do in my home to 
lessen the effects of blinks? 

Members can do several 
things to help prevent annoy¬ 
ances due to power “blinks.” 
(1) Buy digital clocks and VCR’s 
that have a batteiy backup. The 
battery will ride through power 
“blinks,” and you will not have 
to reset the time. 
(2) Purchase an Uninterruptable 
Power Supply (UPS) for your 
computer. Nothing is more an¬ 
noying than losing data on a 
computer because of a power 
“blink.” A relatively inexpensive 

UPS will ride through the “blink,” 
preventing data loss. More so¬ 
phisticated UPS’s can be bought 
that keep your computer up and 

running for several 
minutes after a 
permanent power 
outage, allowing 
ou to save your 

data. 
(3) Safeguard solid 

state equipment, computers, and 
household appliances by install¬ 
ing surge protectors. Nothing is 
available that will protect your 
home from a direct lightning 
strike, but small surges can be 
prevented. Secondary surge pro¬ 
tectors that prevent surges from 
coming into the home can be 
purchased from the cooperative 
at cost. Sensitive equipment 
should also be protected inde¬ 
pendently. 

Cooperative personnel can 
answer your questions regard¬ 
ing any problems or concerns 
you may have involving power 
“blinks. ” The cooperative pro¬ 
vides services of which you 
may be unaware, so give us a 
call! 

Let’s get acquainted! 
Larry Joe Keller is a SIEC 

journeyman lineman working 
out of the Massac County head¬ 
quarters. He began employment 
in 1984 as janitor and has 12 
years of cooperative service. In 
1991 he transferred from Don- 
gola headquarters to the Massac 
County facility. He is a member 
of the two-man construction 
crew responsible for new con¬ 
struction, performing routine 
maintenance, and assisting with 
outages. 

Larry was born and raised in 
Dongola and is a graduate of 
Dongola Unit School. He married 
the former Melody Dover. The 
couple have three daughters: 
Sarah, Lenore, and Alison. Larry Keller 

Statement of 
Nondiscrimination 

Southern Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operative is the recipient of Fed¬ 
eral financial assistance from the 
Rural Utilities Service, an agency 
of the U.S. Department of Agri¬ 
culture, and is subject to the pro¬ 
visions of Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973, as amended, the Age 
Discrimination Act of 1975, as 
amended, and the rules and 
regulations of the U.S. Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture which pro¬ 
vide that no person in the United 
States on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, or handicap 
shall be excluded from participa¬ 
tion in, admission or access to, 
denied the benefits of, or other¬ 
wise be subjected to discrimina¬ 
tion under any of this organi¬ 
zation’s programs or activities. 

The person responsible for 
coordinating this organization’s 
nondiscrimination compliance 
efforts is Larry Lovell. Any indi¬ 
vidual, or specific class of indi¬ 
viduals, who feels that this 
organization has subjected them 
to discrimination may obtain fur¬ 
ther information about the stat¬ 
utes and regulations listed above 
from and/or file a written com¬ 
plaint with this organization: or 
the Secretary, U.s. Department 
of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 
20250; or the Administrator, 
Rural Utilities Service, Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. 20250. Complaints 
must be filed within 180 days 
after the alleged discrimination. 
Confidentiality will be main¬ 
tained to the extent possible. 

Office closing 
The Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative of¬ 
fice will be closed 
Friday, April 
5, in obser¬ 
vance 
of Good 

^Friday. 

iosea 
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SouthWater is on schedule 
As of the latter part of Feb¬ 

ruary, SouthWater Inc. was on 
schedule with the target date of 
early summer for beginning con¬ 
struction of a regional treatment 
plant and distribution lines. Ef¬ 
forts are ongoing to secure the 
necessary right-of-way for Phase 
I. 

Initial samplings from a test 

SouthWater 
facts 

* SouthWater, Inc., a not-for- 
profit Illinois corporation, was 
organized on Jan. 25, 1995, 
through the efforts of Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative, to 
develop a regional water treat¬ 
ment and supply system. 

* The $20 million project will 
supply potable water via a state- 
of-the-art water treatment facil¬ 
ity and distribution system to the 
majority of residents in 
Alexander and Pulaski counties, 
as well as a portion of those re¬ 
siding in Union, Johnson and 
Massac counties. 

* Construction of the regional 
system will be in multiple 
phases. The first phase consists 
of water well development and 
construction of a treatment facil¬ 
ity, various elevated and ground 
storage tanks, high service 
pumps and associated piping to 
serve the following communities 
and/or public water districts: 
Pulaski, McClure/E. Cape Pub¬ 
lic Water District, Central 
Alexander County Water District, 

(Continued on page 4) 

well proved the site to be an ex¬ 
cellent source of quality water. 
The first production well is un¬ 
der contract with Beanland Drill¬ 
ing of Anna and drilling is in 
progress. Additional test wells 
have been drilled for monitoring 
and are being tested by the Uni¬ 
versity of Illinois (Illinois State 
Water Survey Hydrology Divi¬ 

sion). 
Success to this point has ini¬ 

tiated the planning for Phase II. 
Surveys are being conducted 
with residents in the southern 
Union and Pulaski County areas. 

For information on the water 
project, please contact Larry 
Lovell or Ron Medlin at the coop¬ 
erative, phone 1-800-762-1400. 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618-827-3555 P.O.Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President GlennTripp Union County 
Vice Pres. Guy Casper Johnson County 
Sec.-treas. DaleTaake Pulaski County 

BobJ.Ury Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
Richard D. Moss Alexander County 
David L Martin Massac County 
Larry Fisher Massac County 
G. Robert Inman Pulaski County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L Wilhoit 
Office Manager Chris L Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.. 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

Elaine Jodene 
Porterfield retires 

Elaine Jodene “Jo” 
Porterfield retired Feb. 28, after 
44 years of cooperative service. 

Jo came to the Cooperative 
immediately upon graduation 
from Dongola High School. Dur¬ 
ing the course of her employment 
she worked in the capacity of re¬ 
ceptionist, record clerk, payroll 
clerk and billing clerk. She has 
experienced the technology revo¬ 
lution from hand posted record 
keeping to the state-of-the-art 
computers used by SIEC today. 

A Dongola native, Jo is mar¬ 
ried to Franklin Delano “Barney" 
Porterfield, also from Dongola. 
The couple’s daughter, Jan, is a 
project administrator for a con¬ 
sulting engineering firm in Nash¬ 
ville, Term. 

Jo is a busy lady and enjoys 
all sorts of hobbies and handi¬ 
crafts. She is versatile and can 
decorate a beautiful cake or hot 
glue a fancy brooch. She is look¬ 

ing forward to having time to in¬ 
vestigate many more interesting 
projects, such as genealogy. We 
wish her well. 

Elaine Jodene Porterfield 

Let’s get acquainted! 
Robin Ramage is a construc¬ 

tion foreman serving members in 
the Massac area. He began co¬ 
operative employment in Janu¬ 
ary 1989 as a journeyman 
lineman. As foreman of a two- 
man construction crew, Robin is 
responsible for the completion of 
new construction work orders, 
performing routine maintenance, 

and assisting with outages. 
Robin is a lifelong resident of 

southern Illinois. He is a gradu¬ 

ate of Century Unit School. Prior 
to his employment he trained for 
line work by attending the ALBAT 
School in Ohio. He previously 
worked for an electrical contrac¬ 
tor and a local farm service co¬ 
operative. 

Ramage is married to the 
former Susan Shumaker of Villa 
Ridge. The couple have three 
children: Rebecca Jo, Rachel 
Elaine, and baby Ethan Reed. 

Robin’s hobbies are spending 
time with Susan and the chil¬ 
dren, fishing, horseback riding, 
tending a small farm, and eating. 

Robin Ramage 
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Gould Yon Pay Yoor Medical Bills If An 
Unexpected Illness or Injury Occurs? 
At 42, life was pretty 

good for Pete 

Paulson. With a 

good job, a home in a friendly 

neighborhood, a supportive 

wife, two healthy children, he 

thought he had everything. 

Until the morning he woke up 

with chest pains so severe he 

couldn’t get out of bed. In the 

emergency room, the doctors 

told him he had suffered a 

massive heart attack and was 

lucky to be alive. Pete thought 

things like this happened only 

to other people. That’s why he 

never bothered with health 

insurance. After all, he had 

never been sick a day in his 

life. Until now. And with costly 

medical bills adding up, Pete 

may lose everything he 

worked so hard to get. 

There are so many people 

like Pete. In fact, at least 18 

percent of all Americans who 

work do not have health 

insurance coverage. That 

is why National Rural 

Electric Cooperative Assoc¬ 

iation (NRECA) sponsors the 

RE Member Group Major Medical Plan available exclu¬ 

sively to rural electric consumers. The plan provides 

affordable, comprehensive coverage with up to $1 million 

in lifetime benefits. • Available 

to spouses under age 65, and 

dependent children to age 19, 

(25 if a full-time student). 

• Provides coverage for semi¬ 

private hospital room and 

board, doctors’ diagnosis, 

treatment and surgery, phys¬ 

iotherapy, prescription drugs 

and medicines. • Up to 210 

consecutive hospice services, 

up to 50 days in a convalescent 

home, anesthetics, home 

health care and much more. 

The RE Member Group 

Major Medical Plan was 

designed exclusively for Rural 

Electric Consumers with 

group rates everyone can 

afford. With a choice of two 

copayment options, plus a 

range of deductibles, it’s easy 

to tailor the plan to fit you or 

your family’s budget. 

This is an excellent oppor¬ 

tunity for you to apply for 

affordable, comprehensive 

major medical coverage. The 

RE Member Group Major 

Medical plan is underwritten 

by one of the most respected 

and financially secure insurance companies in America, 

The United States life Insurance Company. Get the 

health insurance protection you need. 

Call right now for your free quote, at no obligation. 1-800-543-9213, 
9 a.m - 5 p.m., Monday - Friday, Central Time. 

NRECA is a non-profit association, located in Arlington, Virginia. NRECA has been providing its member 

rural electric cooperatives across the nation with quality products and services since 1942. Underwritten by 

The United States Life Insurance Company, AIK1IFE COMPANY. This information highlights the ben¬ 

efits of the RE Member Group Major Medical Plan and is subject to the terms, conditions and limitations of 

the applicable group policy. 
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iectric Cooperative 
' r ™fPHONt 618/827-3555 - FAX. 6! Southern HUnoi TELEPHONE: 

US 51 NORTH 

about vandalism) 
Feb. 16. 1996 

(Open letter 

Member: 

lace the security light bulb at 
, being shot with a tbeoldbulbbei g ^ 

unnecessary expense oy 

^ oVmnt at the lights. 

Thank you 

Ron Medlin 
Member Se 

Director 

(Continued from page 1) 

Mill Creek/Elco, and Mounds. 
Rural users immediately adja¬ 
cent to the water mains in the 
non-incorporated areas between 
the above will be served. 

* The estimated cost of the 
first phase is approximately $8 
million. Loans and grants to meet 
this cost have been obligated by 
the Illinois Department of Com¬ 
merce and Community Affairs 
and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Rural Development 
Services (formerly FmHA). 

* Tap-on fees for retail users 
signing up prior to construction 
will be $150. Projected tap-on 
fees after construction of a given 
phase will be $450. Estimated 
monthly water bills for retail us¬ 
ers will be $14 to $40, depend¬ 
ing upon the gallons used each 
month. 

* SouthWater will install pip¬ 
ing up to 100 feet from the water 
main to connect those users ad¬ 
jacent to the water system. Any 
piping in excess of 100 feet will 

be the responsibility of the user. 
If the user wishes SouthWater to 
maintain those lines, specifica¬ 
tions provided by SouthWater 
must be met. 

* A retail user’s existing wa¬ 
ter supply can be utilized for 
user’s own purposes as long as 
SouthWater’s rules and regula¬ 
tions for protection to prevent 
backflows are followed. 

* The estimated completion 
date for Phase I is early 1997. 
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1996 Essay contest winners 

Two area youths are among 
80 outstanding Illinois high 
school students who will take 
part in a week-long tour of Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. this summer, says 
Larry Lovell, Manager of South¬ 
ern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
(SIEC), Dongola. 

Jacob Panici and Cristy 
Caylao, both students at Dongola 
Unit School, were declared win¬ 
ners of SIEC’s 1996 Youth to 
Washington Essay Contest by a 
panel of judges on April 4. 

David Gaddis of Dongola Unit 
School. Gretchen Cozby of 
Anna-Jonesboro C.H.S. were 
chosen as first runners-up, and 
Justin Crain and Heather Brown, 
both of Century Unit School, 
were chosen second runners-up. 

Third runners-up were Brent 
Kerns of Anna-Jonesboro C.H.S. 
and Robin Toler of Dongola Unit 

School and Stonewall Crippen 
and Stephanie Greer, both stu¬ 
dents at Century Unit School, 
took home fourth runners-up 
honors. Patrick Kaufman and 
Jennifer Brown, both students at 
Dongola Unit School, were cho¬ 
sen fifth runners-up. 

Russell Heinrichs, Shanna 
Fleck and Abby Ross, all of Anna 
Jonesboro C.H.S., received hon¬ 
orable mention awards. 

The winners, along with some 
1,300 contest winners from all 
over the U.S., will have an oppor¬ 
tunity to see their government in 
action during the June 14-21 
tour. Other scheduled historic 
sites include the Lincoln Memo¬ 
rial, Jefferson Memorial, the Na¬ 
tional Cathedral, Smithsonian 
Institution, Bureau of Engraving 
and 
Printing, Washington Monu¬ 

ment, Ford’s Theater, and Arling¬ 
ton National Cemetery. 

The winners and runners-up, 
and the reigning “Miss Southern 
Illinois Electric 1995,” Amanda 
Theis of Dongola, will join the 
more than 300 students partici¬ 
pating in “Youth Day” activities 
in Springfield on May 1. There 
the students will have the oppor¬ 
tunity to visit with their local rep¬ 
resentatives in state government 
and visit historical sites in 
Springfield. The day’s activities 
will include tours of the State 
Capitol, Lincoln’s neighborhood, 
the Old State Capitol and the Il¬ 
linois Supreme Court. The day¬ 
long activities are sponsored by 
SIEC and other Illinois electric 
and telephone cooperatives, and 
are coordinated by the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives in Springfield. 

1996 nominating committee 
to meet June 13 

Members to serve on the 
1996 Nominating Committee 
were appointed by Glenn Tripp, 
SIEC president of the board of 
directors, at the 1995 annual 
meeting of the members held 
August 3. The committee will 
meet at the cooperative head¬ 
quarters, Route 51 North of 
Dongola, at 8 p.m. on Thursday, 
June 13, to consider nominees 
for election to the board of direc¬ 

tors at the 1996 meeting of the 
members. 

The following were appointed 
to the 1995-96 Nominating Com¬ 
mittee to represent their respec¬ 
tive counties: 
Alexander County delegate. Jack 
Thomas, P.O. Box 68, Miller City, 
IL 62962; and alternate, Richard 
R. Walker, 1 East Cape Terrace, 
McClure, IL 62957 

Johnson County delegate, 

MAY 1996 ■ 

Charley Littleton, Route 1 Box 
113, Cypress, IL 62923; and al¬ 
ternate Jerry Corzine, Route 1 
Box 121 B, Cypress, IL 62923. 

Massac County delegate, 
Lynn D. Walquist, P.O. Box 77, 
Karnak, IL 62956; and alternate 
Derril Bremer, Route 1 Box 510, 
Brookport, IL 62910. 

Pulaski County delegate, 
George Holhubner, P.O. Box 321, 

(Continued on page 12d 
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Board of Directors 
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Vice Pres. Guy Casper Johnson County 
Sec.-treas. DaleTaake Pulaski County 

BobJ.Ury Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
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David L Martin Massac County 
Larry Fisher Massac County 
G. Robert Inman Pulaski County 
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Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.. 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

Let’s get acquainted! 
Stanley J. Treat came to work 

at SIEC in February 1989 as an 
apprentice lineman. His present 
classification is journeyman line¬ 
man on a three-man construc¬ 
tion crew. A three-man 
construction crew is responsible 
for the completion of new con¬ 
struction work orders, perform¬ 
ing routine maintenance, and 
assisting with outages. 

Stanley grew up in the 
Dongola area and is a graduate 
of Dongola Unit School. He 
worked as forestryman for a con¬ 
tract construction crew and at¬ 
tended ALBAT training school for 
linemen prior to cooperative em¬ 
ployment. 

Treat is newly married to the 
former Leslie Cruse of Dongola. 

Stanley J. Treat 

She attends SIU and is pursuing 
a career as a physical therapist 
assistant. For hobbies, Stanley is 
building a cow and calf operation 
on their rural Dongola farm. He 
enjoys hunting and fishing. 

Judges determine essay winners 
Essay judges met at SIEC 

headquarters April 4 to finalize 
the results of the “Youth to Wash¬ 
ington” essay contest. Judges 
serving on this year’s panel were, 
from left: Stephanie Elkin, ac¬ 
counting and finance depart¬ 

ment manager; Southern Illinois 
Power Cooperative, Marion; 
Carolyn Holm, English instruc¬ 
tor, Shawnee Community Col¬ 
lege, Ullin; and Dr. Art Aikman, 
Curriculum and Instruction, 
SIU, Carbondale. 
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Step into the lineman’s shoes! 

If you made your living as a lineman, it goes without saying you’d 
want your work environment as safe as possible. 

You can help make the lineman’s job safe by putting a little com¬ 
mon sense into action. For example: 

■ Don’t hang birdhouses or basketball goals on electrical poles. 
The lineman will have great difficulty climbing around them, 
even though you think they’re perfectly placed. 

■ Don’t landscape around poles with flower boxes, birdhouses 
or anything else that might cause harm if a lineman were to fall. 

©NRECA 

■ Don’t hang signs on poles because the nails or staples could cause the lineman to slip if he has to 
climb. 

Use a little common sense around utility poles; show your appreciation for those who work so hard 
to provide you reliable electric service. All it takes is stepping into the other guy’s shoes for a few 
moments! 

Geothermal 

SIEC provides a $400 rebate for 
installation of a geothermal system 

Heat and cool with up 
to 400 percent efficiency 

If you install a geothermal heat pump that is U.L. 
listed and ARI Standard 330 approved in your new 
or existing home or business, you are eligible for a 
$400 rebate from your electric cooperative. 

How do I qualify for the rebate? 

To qualify, contact your electric cooperative office prior to installation. You will be asked to 
sign a rebate application and you will receive a certification form to give to your heating and 
air conditioning contractor. When contractors install the geothermal heat pump, they should 
send the certification form to the cooperative. Your cooperative will then issue a check made 
out to you. 

Heating cooling, and water heating 

400 reasons to install a geothermal 
heating and cooling system 
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Safety is 

LOOKING UP 

Springtime, and things are looking up. Snow and cold are behind you. 
And you'll be up for home projects—UP in a tree cutting out dead limbs, 
UP on the roof cleaning out gutters, UP a ladder scraping old paint off 
your house. 

In the midst of these busy weekend chores, safety is top priority. So, 
when you're climbing that tree, walking on the roof and moving that 
ladder—LOOK UP. Make sure you and your work tools clear any 
overhead electric power lines. A moment of caution can add up to a 
longer life. 

1996 nominating committee 
(Continued from page 12a) 

Olmsted, IL 62970; and alternate 
Robert Heisner, Route 1 Box 10, 
Grand Chain, IL 62941. 

Union County delegate, Or¬ 
ris Mosby, Route 1 Box 274, 
Jonesboro, IL 62952; and alter¬ 
nate P. L. Parr, Route 1 Box 173, 
Buncombe, IL 62912. 

The bylaws of the cooperative 
provide the nominations to the 

board of directors may be made 
by: (1) nominating committee (2) 
petition received not less than 25 
days prior to the actual meeting, 
signed by 15 or more active mem¬ 
bers, or (3) an active member 
from the floor at the annual 
meeting. The three-year terms of 
the directors are expired alter¬ 
nately so that each year elections 

are held for a portion of the 
board. At the 1996 annual meet¬ 
ing elections will be held for a 
director from each of the three 
counties: Massac, Johnson and 
Alexander. There will also be an 
election for an unexpired term in 
Pulaski County. 
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Those attending the SIEC “Youth to Washington” essay banquet April 18 at Shawnee Community College are 
pictured with Guy Casper, vice president. Front row from left are Gretchen Cozby of Jonesboro, Jacob Panici 
of Dongola, Cristy Caylao of Anna, Amanda Theis of Dongola (1995 Miss Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive), Casper and Shanna Fleck of Anna. Back row from left: Russell Heinrichs of Anna, Abby Ross of Anna, 
Brent Kerns of Anna, Stonewall Crippen of Ullin, Heather Brown of Ullin and Jennifer Brown of Dongola. 
Caylao and Panici were winners of the Washington trip, and Theis will represent SIEC as queen. 

SIEC honors essayists 
Winners in the SIEC “Youth to 

Washington” essay contest re¬ 
ceived recognition during the an¬ 
nual banquet at Shawnee 
Community College, Ullin, April 
18. 

Grand prize winners of the 
expense-paid tour of Washington, 
D.C. are Jacob A. Panici, Dongola 
High School, son of Terry and 
Patricia Panici, Dongola; and 
Cristy Caylao, Dongola High 
School, daughter of Alex Caylao, 
Anna. The runners-up in the con¬ 
test are David Gaddis, Robin 
Toler, Patrick L. Kaufman and 
Jennifer Brown, Dongola High 
School; Gretchen M. Cozby, Brent 
Kerns, Anna-Jonesboro Commu¬ 
nity High School; and Justin W. 

Crain, Heather Brown, Stonewall 
Crippen, and Stephanie Greer, 
Century High School. 

Students who received “Hon¬ 
orable Mention” are: Russell 
Heinrichs, Shanna Fleck and 
Abby Ross, Anna-Jonesboro Com¬ 
munity High School. 

Parents, teachers, essay 
judges and cooperative personnel 
were also in attendance. Amanda 
Theis, “Miss Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative of 1995,” was 
also present for the festivities. 

Judges serving on this year’s 
panel were: Stephanie Elkin, Ac¬ 
counting and Financial Depart¬ 
ment manager, Southern Illinois 
Power Cooperative, Marion; 
Carolyn Holm, English instructor, 

Shawnee Community College, 
Ullin; and Dr. Art Aikman, Cur¬ 
riculum and Instruction, S1U- 
Carbondale. 

Following the dinner, the two 
winners presented their essays 
entitled, “ Electric Cooperatives: 
Meeting the Challenges of Our 
Future.” 

John Freitag, Vice President/ 
Operations at the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives and 
the 1996 Washington tour direc¬ 
tor, narrated a slide presentation 
of 1995 tour activities. 

SIEC board Vice President 
Guy Casper presented each final¬ 
ist a Willie Wiredhand Achieve¬ 
ment Award as high 

(continued on page 12c) 
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Vice Pres. Guy Casper Johnson County 

Sec.-treas. Dale Taake Pulaski County 

Bob J. Ury Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss Alexander County 

David L. Martin Massac County 

Larry Fisher Massac County 
G. Robert Inman Pulaski County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 

Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

Electric cooperatives: 
meeting the challenges 

of our future 
This is one of two winning essays in the Southern Illinois Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative “Youth to Washington” essay contest. This essay 
was written by Jacob A. Panici, a student at Dongola High School, 
Dongola. 

A hot breeze blew across the 
planted field where a hoe sat idle. 
The men did not work the fields 
nor tend the cattle today. No, it 
was not Sunday. This hot August 
day the men, eager to get what 
was once only a dream, “the elec¬ 
tric,” were stretching lines along 
the lanes. All the men had stopped 
their farm work, for this was not 
a one-man job. As the hot sun 
beat down upon them, the men 
stretched length af¬ 
ter length of line. 
The excitement be¬ 
gan to build while 
they stretched the 
last few legs of line 
to the houses. The. 
lazy sun slowly set 
as the men com¬ 
pleted their work 
and retired to their 
homes. Families 
stood together in 
the sitting room 
waiting for the last 
rays of the sun to disappear. The 
countryside plunged again into 
darkness but for only a moment. 
CLICK! CLICK! Like fireflies, the 
switches clicking in unison across 
rural America finally lit up the 
farm houses. Electricity provided 
through a cooperative guaranteed 
a future for rural America. 

Before electricity, life in rural 
areas was very difficult. Farm 
work could only be done while 
daylight allowed. Pumping water 
and refrigerating perishables were 
very hard tasks. There was no 
plumbing systems, so all water 
had to be drawn by hand; there¬ 
fore, bathing was not a daily habit. 
By the early 1930’s, little had 
changed in the lifestyle from de¬ 
cades before. Although cities had 
been using electricity since the 

late 1880’s, almost ninety percent 
of rural America was still in the 
dark. Because electricity was eas¬ 
ily accessible in the cities, busi¬ 
nesses preferred to locate there. 
The rural economy was tied up in 
agriculture because of this. The 
only farmers who could get elec¬ 
tricity were those close to cities 
or to highways. Even then their 
costs were high and their service 
unpredictable. 

Then came the 
idea of cooperatives, 
and with the help of 
government loans, 
electricity dawned 
on rural America. 
After the electricity, 
rural America was 
never the same. Life 
began to quicken. 
Homes now had 
electric conve¬ 
niences; churches 
and meeting halls 
now had lights and 

could meet during the evenings. 
New businesses, supplying elec¬ 
trical products, began to appear 
in rural towns. Now that there was 
electricity, industries also began 
to locate in small town America. 
People once had to flee to the cit¬ 
ies if they wished to earn more 
than farming offered. Now they 
could stay in their rural homes 
and earn the income they wanted. 
With all of the influx of industry 
and business, small towns had an 
economic foundation that had not 
existed before. Through all these 
changes, neighbors worked to¬ 
gether and formed strong commu¬ 
nity leadership. 

Even though more than 99 
percent of Americans have elec¬ 
tric service, the rural electric co¬ 
operatives are still necessary in 

Jacob Panici 
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offering assistance and meeting 
the demands of consumers. Illi¬ 
nois electric cooperatives serve 
only four percent of the state’s 
consumers, receive only four per¬ 
cent of the state’s electric rev¬ 
enues, yet maintain thirty-two 
percent of the state’s total miles 
of electric distribution lines. This 
low consumer density means high 
investment per consumer. How¬ 
ever, the goal of the electric coop¬ 
erative, unlike the profit-oriented 
utilities, is to provide affordable 
and reliable service to its mem¬ 
bership. Despite these problems, 
SIEC has maintained not only 
competitive rates but some of the 
lowest electric rates in the state. 
To create this lifeline of wholesale 
power, cooperatives created gen¬ 
eration and transmission coopera¬ 
tives reaching over vast regions. 
These plants form a vital founda¬ 
tion resource of wholesale power 
for rural America’s future use. 
Demand management also helps 
to conserve energy. The coopera¬ 
tive educates its membership on 
various weatherization techniques 
and introduces new products that 
are energy conscious. Geothermal 
heating and cooling is yet another 
cost saving program that is being 
offered by SIEC. This efficient, 
pollution free system is designed 
to use natural earth energy. Aside 
from saving money and cutting 
down pollution, the SIEC will even 
provide an installation rebate of 
$400 for those who incorporate 
the system into their homes. 

Rural electric systems remain 
vital economic and social institu¬ 
tions because of the commitment 
to their service areas displayed by 
the leaders and membership. To 
demonstrate, electric cooperatives 
continually expand their services 
to meet the growing needs of their 
areas. One of these services is to 
provide clean drinking water to 

SIEC honors 
(continued from page 12a) 
commendation for the quality of 
their essays. 

The winners, runners-up, 
“Miss Southern,” and the honor¬ 

rural residents in Southern Illi¬ 
nois. When completed, the $20 
million dollar project will allow 
rural residents to have clean wa¬ 
ter at a more affordable price. 
Seeing the necessity of this pro¬ 
gram, Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative (SIEC) helped to form 
an entity to construct and oper¬ 
ate the system. Southwater, In¬ 
corporated, the new corporation’s 
name, hopes to be supplying clean 
water by the year 2000. SIEC also 
played a part in attracting the 
super max prison to Tamms. The 
cooperative extended their pro¬ 
gram of economic development 
rates to the Illinois Department of 
Corrections. This aided the choos¬ 
ing of Tamms for the prison site. 
The building of the prison will 
bring two hundred to two hundred 
and fifty construction jobs and 
three hundred permanent jobs. 
Because of this, the cooperative 
is giving the prison a five- year 
discount to the price of electricity 
and extending existing lines at no 
extra cost. 

As a social institution prepar¬ 
ing for our future, SIEC has ex¬ 
hibited profound concern for the 
residents of its service area. In 
donating money to flood relief 
agencies, it has shown great com¬ 
passion and a desire to meet ba¬ 
sic needs. But its concern for the 
youth in the area demonstrates 
the preparation for future leaders 
and members of our cooperative. 
Education is the key which en¬ 
sures continued success. To pro¬ 
mote education SIEC has donated 
satellite systems to area institu¬ 
tions, provided scholarships, 
sponsored various learning work¬ 
shops on the cooperative way of 
doing business, and has helped 
Shawnee Community College re¬ 
ceive a $500,000 grant and con¬ 
tributed significant time and 
money to help with the comple¬ 

tion of a fiber optics communica¬ 
tion network to link off campus 
learning centers, area high 
schools and area libraries. The 
increase in the learning capabili¬ 
ties of area students will do much 
to promote social and economic 
stability in the southernmost 
counties of Illinois. 

As demonstrated over the 
years, cooperatives became a nec¬ 
essary ingredient in achieving 
success. Once people realized how 
well cooperatives could accom¬ 
plish such tremendous feats, their 
possibilities were endless. Coop¬ 
eratives could provide various 
services and goods, ranging from 
health care, transportation, and 
credit to marketing and exporting. 
By banding together in coopera¬ 
tives, people obtained many ob¬ 
jectives that were once only 
dreams. Some goals that the co¬ 
operatives accomplished were 
cost reduction, increased bargain¬ 
ing power, increased income, and 
most important of all, market ac¬ 
cess. The six principles of the co¬ 
operative-open and voluntary 
membership, democratic control, 
limited return on investment, re¬ 
turn of margin to members, co¬ 
operative education and 
cooperation among cooperatives- 
helped to guarantee its success 
when it first began, the coopera¬ 
tive was a small idea which gath¬ 
ered strength and grew. Once the 
idea was put into action, there 
was nothing that could stop 
people from working coopera¬ 
tively. New problems arose and 
people banded together to con¬ 
quer them. Throughout their his¬ 
tory, cooperatives and the SIEC 
have worked hard to accomplish 
great things. The numerous 
things they have done and will do 
offer great promise for the future 
and another generation. 

able mention students partici¬ 
pated in “Rural Electric and Tele¬ 
phone Youth Day” in Springfield 
May 1. Students and chaperones 
spent the day touring the state 
capitol, visiting with legislators, 

and seeing the city’s historic sites. 
Panici, Caylao and Theis will join 
about 70 tour winners from elec¬ 
tric and telephone cooperatives 
throughout the state for the June 
14-21 tour of Washington. 
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SI EC assists Indiana cooperatives 
after March storm 

In mid-March, SIEC sent seven 
employees and four vehicles to 
Indiana to help restore power to 
thousands of cooperative mem¬ 
bers who had lost service due to 
a massive winter storm. 

Eastern Illinois, Indiana and 
Kentucky experienced a late 
winter storm which damaged 
most of their electric systems. 
The storm left 12-14 inches of 
snow on the ground, compli¬ 
cated by high winds and drift¬ 
ing snow. When these 
conditions occur, the Illinois 
electric cooperatives’ statewide 
association activates its Emer¬ 
gency Work Plan.* 

The Emergency Work Plan 
follows procedures which en¬ 
sure immediate response and 
efficient restoration of service. 
The plan coordinates manpower 
and equipment and regulates 
charges billed between coopera¬ 
tives for the exchange of labor 
and equipment. 

Our cooperative received as¬ 
sistance twice during the past 
three years. On June 4, 1993, 
emergency crews furnished by 

the statewide work plan were in 
our area for five to six days 
cleaning up damage from a wind 
storm. On June 8, 1995, emer¬ 
gency crews once again came to 
our rescue, working three days 
to repair damage from another 
brutal wind storm. 

In the spring of 1995, SIEC 
sent three men and two trucks 
to Jackson Purchase Electric 
Cooperative in Western Ken¬ 
tucky to repair winter storm 
damage. 

When the March 19 storm 
hit, Indiana Statewide called the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC) in Spring- 
field to ask for assistance. The 
AIEC then called cooperatives in 
Illinois to see which ones had 
crews available. 

The call for help came into 
SIEC on Thursday, March 20. By 
Thursday noon SIEC had three 
crews, one basket, one digger 
and one pickup dispatched to 
Clark County REMC in 
Sellersburg, Indiana. Stanley 
Treat, Dennis Abercrombie, 
LaRue Parr, Robin Ramage, and 

Larry Joe Keller were the em¬ 
ployees working on the damage. 
The same day, a two-man crew 
and one basket truck was dis¬ 
patched to Harrison REMC in 
Corydon, Indiana. Mick Williams 
and Larry Lingle volunteered to 
work in this area. 

Most of the outages resulted 
from heavy snow causing trees 
to uproot or break off on to elec¬ 
tric lines. Because the majority 
of outages were on private right- 
of-way or roads that were drifted 
shut, crews had to walk to prob¬ 
lem areas and carry their tools 
and chain saws. 

Other cooperatives sending 
help were: Clinton County EC, 
Breese; Coles-Moultrie EC, 
Mattoon; Shelby EC, Shelbyville; 
Tri-County EC, Mt. Vernon; and 
Corn Belt EC, Bloomington. Co¬ 
operative employees readily vol- 
unteer for these type of 
emergencies. This is coopera¬ 
tives in action, cooperating to¬ 
gether for the benefit of all the 
members. 

Don’t miss your SIEC annual meeting! 
Thursday, August 8,1996 
at Shawnee College, Ullin 

Each member registering will receive $10 credit on electric bill 

1. Miss SIEC Beauty Pageant 5. Early Bird Prizes 
2. Business Meeting 6. Attendance Prizes 
3. Election of Officers 7. Food & Beverages 
4. Entertainment 

Registration 
5:00 p.m. 
Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

Office closing 
July 4th 

The office of 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

will be closed 
Thursday, July 4, 

to observe Independence Day. 
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Board of Directors reviews operating polices 
At the April, 1996 board 

meeting, the Board of Directors 
of Southern Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operative finalized their exten¬ 
sive review of the written 
operating policies of the Coop¬ 
erative. These policies are sig¬ 
nificant to all of our members as 
they are the guidelines the man¬ 
agement and employees of the 
Cooperative use in operating the 
Cooperative and they are the 
guidelines used in supplying 
electricity and services to the 
membership of the Cooperative. 
In determining the possible need 
for any changes, the Board di¬ 
rected the management to pre¬ 
pare various reports as they 
related to different policies in 
order to determine if existing 
policies were adequate. All of the 
written policies are available for 
review by the membership by 
coming to the Cooperative and 
asking to review them. 

In summary, some of the 
policy changes that may be of 
interest to you are as follows: 

The line extension policy as 
it applies to various types of ser¬ 
vice, i.e. three-phase, trailers 
and mobile homes, non-residen- 
tial services, such as a cabin, 
and underground service, were 
all reviewed and some changes 
were made in the application of 

the policy and the associated 
costs noted in the policy. If you 
are considering any additional 
services requiring the Coopera¬ 
tive to add poles and conductor, 
please be sure and check with 
the Cooperative’s engineering 
department to determine any 
requirements and costs. 

The meter deposit policy of 
the Cooperative was discussed 
in great detail, as was the 
amount of losses we incur an¬ 
nually from those not paying 
their electric bills and who are 
subsequently disconnected for 
non-payment, or fail to pay their 
final bill when leaving the 
Cooperative’s service. Unfortu¬ 
nately, the cost of all the elec¬ 
tricity used by our members 
must still be paid to our power 
supplier whether we collect the 
revenue from the member or not. 
Several changes were made to 
this policy and such changes will 
only affect those that are not yet 
members and wish to take out a 
new membership, those who 
may be disconnected in the fu¬ 
ture for non-payment, or for 
those who wish to open addi¬ 
tional service accounts but their 
payment record has not been 
satisfactory. 

The Cooperative’s goal in re¬ 
viewing this policy was to ensure 

those members who regularly 
pay their monthly electric bills 
are not required to pay for those 
who don’t. The meter deposit 
amount is now a minimum of 
$100 per membership. However, 
the Board also chose to attach 
provisions for the member to not 
have to pay this deposit if they 
can provide a satisfactory credit 
reference from their previous 
electric utility or furnish an ir¬ 
revocable letter of credit from a 
financial institution. If renting 
the property or home where the 
service is being used, the meter 
deposit must be paid unless the 
Power Stat metering system is 
installed. 

The Cooperative receives 
many member checks returned 
from financial institutions due 
to insufficient funds, account 
closed or other member-caused 
reasons. The cost to those mem¬ 
bers having their personal 
checks returned to the Coopera¬ 
tive from a financial institution 
will be $15. After a member has 
had their personal checks re¬ 
turned a second time, the Co¬ 
operative will no longer accept a 
personal check from them until 
12 consecutive months without 
payment problems have passed. 

Many members choose to 

Continued on page 12c... 

Don’t miss your SIEC annual meeting! 

August 8, 1996 

Entertainment by JOSHUA 
Grand prize: 27" RCA stereo TV with stand 
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Electric Cooperatives: 
Meeting the Challenges of the Futuie 

This is one of two winning essays in the South¬ 
ern Illinois Electric Cooperative “Youth to 
Washington” essay contest, written by Cristy 
Caylao, a student at Dongola High School. 

“There are thousands to tell you it cannot be done, 
There are thousands to prophesy failure; 

There are thousands to point out to you, one by one, 
The dangers that wait to assail you. 
But just buckle in with abit of a grin, 
Just take off your coat and go to it; 

Just start to sing as you tackle the thing, 
That ‘cannot be done’ and you’ll do it” 

When I read these lines from Edger A. Guest’s 
poem, “It Couldn’t Be Done,” I wondered what our 
future would have been if the organizers of the first 
electric cooperatives had responded differently to 
those prophesies of failure? Nearly 90 
percent of rural people lived and la¬ 
bored in a dark and powerless land. 
When Roosevelt signed an Executive 
Order in 1935 making funds available 
for rural electrification, it was clear 
that profit-oriented power companies 
were not going to spend money to elec¬ 
trify such a sparsely-populated area. 
Only those existing in such extremely 
harsh conditions would care enough 
to confront the task and provide light 
and power for themselves. They chose 
the cooperative method to link them¬ 
selves together in sizeable numbers 
and combine their individual 
strengths into an effective unit. They dared to risk 
failure, and they succeeded. They met the chal¬ 
lenges; they improved their lives and initiated an 
increase in the productivity of a nation. But more 
importantly, they have enriched our lives by leav¬ 
ing a legacy, a resource of wholesale power which 
assures continued growth and vitality for rural 
America far into the future. 

It is amazing to learn what changes occurred 
from rural electrification. For the first time electric 
conveniences were in schools, churches, and meet¬ 
ing places. There was a quickening of life in the 
rural communities. New businesses, new kinds of 
businesses, and new industries brought jobs. 
Farmers increased productivity while their wives 
saved countless hours in their daily chores. 

Today, rural America continues to provide high- 
quality food and fiber for the nation and the world. 
Farmers successfully increase productivity at a cost 
that allows Americans to spend less of their in¬ 
come for food than any other nation. Industries 
locating in rural areas provide jobs and help to 

12b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JULY 1996 

relieve the cities’ population when people seek the 
quiet beauty and grassroots values of the country. 

With increases in population and economic 
growth, electricity usage has risen steadily. The elec¬ 
tric cooperative has remained alert to this need by 
building generation and transmission cooperatives. 
These cooperative-owned and operated plants have 
resulted in some of the lowest wholesale power 
costs, a foundation assuring continued vitality for 
twenty-five million consumers on rural electric sys¬ 
tems. These low costs have-never required a sacri¬ 
fice of reliable and high-quality service. The 
cooperatives’ responsible and dedicated efforts have 
resulted in quality service in maintaining 32 per¬ 
cent of the state’s total miles of electric distribu¬ 
tion lines. 

By participating in community affairs and 
stimulating economic opportunities, 
our electric cooperative enhances our 
quality of life in a variety of ways. SIEC 
supports and assists local schools, 
students, clubs and organizations, 
demonstrating its good neighbor 
policy. When the need for offering an 
enriched curriculum arose, the coop¬ 
erative provided complete satellite sys¬ 
tems to several area schools, including 
Shawnee Community College and the 
Regional Alternative Program facility. 
In addition, our electric cooperative 
has donated scholarships to Shawnee 
Community College for area students 
and support the youth in numerous 

ways. 
Our futures are made more secure with qual¬ 

ity water supplies and economic growth. Each has 
resulted from the tremendous concern and sup¬ 
port of our cooperative. It proves what can be ac¬ 
complished when people work together for the good 
of the entire region. 

On family level, the cooperative continues to 
support consumer programs which teach the eco¬ 
nomical use of electricity through energy conser¬ 
vation and home weatherization programs. In 
addition, SIEC provides a significant rebate for 
the installation of geothermal system for heating 
and cooling. This system is designed to use natu¬ 
ral energy from the earth and reduce heating and 
cooling costs considerably. Both of these help to 
conserve resources. 

I have learned that there is a distinctive dif¬ 
ference between cooperatives and other forms of 
businesses. It is this difference which makes the 
electric cooperative an important part of our life 

Continued on page 12d... 

Cristy Caylao 



Continued from page 12 a... 
have certain connections turned 
on and off throughout the year 
as is convenient for them, often 
to avoid paying the $10 per 
month minimum bill. The 
Cooperative’s metering and 
other service equipment remains 
on-site. In the past the Coopera¬ 
tive has not charged for provid¬ 
ing these “seasonal” connects 
and disconnects though our rate 
books state that such a charge 
would be made. Due to the num¬ 
ber of connects/disconnects we 
make each year for these ac¬ 
counts, the Cooperative will be¬ 
gin to implement this policy and 
will make a $ 15 charge for these 
services. If an account is con¬ 
nected or disconnected more 
than once in a 12-month period, 
there will be applicable charges 
in an effort to defray the cost of 
the employee’s time to make 
such connects/disconnects as 
well as the administrative costs 
associated with opening and 
closing an account. 

An after-hours fee is charged 
when the Cooperative is asked 
to come to a member’s location 
when the member reports an 
outage but the outage turns out 
to be in the member’s own ser¬ 
vices or wiring. When an outage 
call is received by the Coopera¬ 
tive, an effort is always made to 
determine if the outage is due 
to the Cooperative’s equipment 
or service as opposed to the 
member’s. When members have 
an outage, they are expected to 
make sure their own breakers or 
fuses are not the cause before 
employees are dispatched. We 
will normally ask if these devices 
have been checked unless we 
are aware of an area-wide out¬ 

age. If the member says that 
their equipment is not the cause 
and we dispatch an employee(s) 
and the problem does not turn 
out to be the member’s, they will 
be charged a minimum of $100, 
plus any materials we may have 
used, to offset the costs of the 
employee(s) and transportation 
equipment. 

As anyone living in Southern 
Illinois knows, our trees and for¬ 
estry are both blessings and 
problems. When the hard winds 
blow or the ice comes, those 
beautiful trees can fall across 
our electrical lines if they are too 
close to existing lines or are not 
kept trimmed. To provide even 
more reliable service to all of our 
members, the Cooperative is re¬ 
newing its effort in tree and for¬ 
estry management as they relate 
to our right-of-way. This policy 
cannot really be elaborated on 
in this article alone, as it often 
depends upon the location, ter¬ 
rain, and many other variables. 
You can certainly call our engi¬ 
neering or operations depart¬ 
ment for more information. 

Although this discussion of 
some of our operating policies 
may not be detailed enough for 
many of you, please feel free to 
come by the office to review or 
discuss them with us. As stated 
previously, the Board’s goal is to 
ensure that all members are 
treated equally and equitably. 
Remember, your Board of Direc¬ 
tors are your neighbors, paying 
the same electrical costs you do, 
suffering the same outages as 
you, and are subject to these 
same policies. Who better to re¬ 
view and implement operating 
policies than by those whom they 
impact? 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618-827-3555 RO. Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Glenn Tripp Union County 

Vice Pres. Guy Casper Johnson County 

Sec.-treas. Dalelaake Pulaski County 
Bob JUry Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss Alexander County 

David L Martin Massac County 
Larry Fisher Massac County 

G. Robert Inman Pulaski County 

Manager Larry Lovell 

Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L Wilhoit 

Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedulefof hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.. 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

Ground spraying right-of-way 
In mid-summer, right-of-way spraying will take place in 
the south end of the SIEC service area. SIEC will ground 
spray using tank trucks equipped with sprayers. This type 
of spraying is necessary to minimize brush density and 
vegetation under service lines. Row maintenance reduces 
the number of outages caused by this type of growth. 
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Meeting the Challenges of the Future Continued from 12b... 

in southern Illinois. Its goal is to 
provide its members with high- 
quality service at a reasonable 
price. It is owned solely by the 
people it serves and operates at 
cost, not for profit. Also, any 
earnings in excess of operating 
expenses are returned to the 
members or reinvested in the co¬ 
operative. Unlike other forms of 
business, each member has one 

vote. In our electric cooperative, 
people with common goals work 
together to provide service to 
their community and to achieve 
results that they could not 
achieve alone. 

As stated in the poem, the 
members and leaders of the elec¬ 
tric cooperative have tackled 
many challenges over the years. 

Those things that seemed that 
“could not be done” became the 
successes which enrich our lives 
in present productivity and in 
future possibilities. As the vari¬ 
ous programs indicate, the 
cooperative’s role is a complex 
one. But, the deserved outcome 
remains the same-to improve the 
lives of rural citizens. 

Miss Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Beauty pageant rules and entry form 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative is seeking entrants for 
the beauty pageant held in conjunction with the annual meeting of 
the members, August 8. 1996. at Shawnee College, Ullin, IL. 

1. Entrant MUST LIVE IN A HOME SERVED BY SOUTHERN ILLI¬ 
NOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE. Contestants must complete and 
submit the attached affidavit in order to compete in contest. 

2. Entrant MUST BE 16-22 YEARS OF AGE AND NEVER MARRIED. 
3. Previous first place winners are not eligible. 
4. Candidates will appear in gowns and one-piece swimsuits (no 

extreme cuts). 
FIRST PRIZE: $150 cash, trophy, sash, and an all-expenses-paid 

trip to Washington, D.C. 
SECOND PRIZE: $100 cash and a gift. (In the event the First Prize 

winner cannot go to Washington, the Second Prize winner is 
given the opportunity). 

THIRD PRIZE: $75 cash and a gift. 
CONSOLATION PRIZE: $50 cash to each non-winner. 
MISS CONGENIALITY: Trophy to winner chosen by contestants. 

Amanda Theis 
Miss Southern Illinois 
ElectricCooperative 

Contestants will be judged as follows: 
INTERVIEW-40% SWIMSUIT-30% 
general knowledge-10% 
achievements-10% 
vocabulary-10% 
voice-10% 

beauty-10% 
poise-10% 
posture-10% 

EVENING GOWN-30% 
beauty-10% 
charm-10% 
grace-10% 

Beauty Pageant Entry 
Residency Affidavit 
I agree to abide by the contest rules as set forth and herewith give my permission for the Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative to use my picture and name for any contest publicity. 

I further certify that I am a resident in a home served by Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. 
(Failure to comply with these rules will void the decision of the judges.) 

I 1 

| Print Name Birthdate  Age  | 

Street/Route   

I City/State/Zip  Cust. No.  I 

Parents  Line Location  

| Sign  Phone  
i i 
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SouthWater directors elected at the 1st annual meeting of the members, April 29, 1996, from left: 
Bob Ury, Union County; Richard Moss, Alexander County; Emerald Henry, wholesale users, Dale E. 
Taake, Pulaski County; and John E. Britton, Jr., wholesale users. 

1994-1995 margins allocated to members 
Margins from 1994 in the 

amount of $201,025.02 and 
1995 in the amount of 
$1,051,323.89 have been allo¬ 
cated to members who received 
electric service from SIEC dur¬ 
ing 1994 and 1995. The factor 
used for the 1994 allocation is 
.017095361 and the 1995 allo¬ 
cation is .08560532. To calculate 
your specific allocation, multiply 
your electric bill (less state taxes) 
in dollars times the factors 
above. This is the amount of 
capital credits earned and cred¬ 
ited to your patronage capital 

account. 
For example, if you paid 

$1,000 for electricity during 
1994, you would multiply that 
amount by the factor of 
.017095361, which would yield 
a credit to your patronage capi¬ 
tal account of $17.09. This 
amount is available for refund¬ 
ing in future years when the 
board of directors determines 
that financial conditions permit 
its return. Capital credits have 
been approved for return for 
margins earned through 1975, 
and 1976 capital credits cure be¬ 

ing refunded in October of this 
year. 
To collect capital credits—have 
electric service in your name— 

Please remember: To receive 
capital credits you must be a 
member and have electric ser¬ 
vice in your name. If your ser¬ 
vice is in someone else’s name, 
capital credits will be assigned 
to that person. If your service is 
in the name of a deceased per¬ 
son, it would be helpful if you 
would contact the cooperative 
and have the service changed to 
your name. 

New billing books 
New billing books will be mailed in September for your October 1 meter reading. If you have 

not received the book by October 1, call your cooperative office at 618-827-3555 or 1-800-762- 
1400. 

Please note: If you are on budget billing, you will not receive a book. 
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Let’s get acquainted! 
Robert Dennis Abercrombie is a SIEC journeyman lineman. 

He was hired as janitor in 1989 and has 
completed seven years of cooperative 
service. He has successfully advanced 
through the classifications of apprentice 
forestryman, forestry journeyman, and 
apprentice lineman. He is a member of 
a three-man construction crew respon¬ 
sible for new construction, performing 
routine maintenance, and assisting with 
outages. 

Dennis is a native of the Tamms area, 
graduating from Shawnee Community 
Unit District Schools and attending 
Shawnee Community College. He is 
married to the former Sharon Newell. 
Sharon is employed by the Village of Dennis Abercrombie 
Tamms. The couple have a son, Joshua, 
attending junior college, and a daughter, Hope, attending high 
school. 

In his spare time, Abercrombie is involved in the Tri County 
Khoury League and is basketball referee for area high school games. 
He also enjoys fishing, hunting and “making his family happy.” 

Add-on heat pump to 
lower energy bill 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618-827-3555 P.0. Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Glenn Tripp Union County 
Vice Pres. Guy Casper Johnson County 
Sec.-treas. Dale Taake Pulaski County 

Bob J. Ury Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
Richard D. Moss Alexander County 
David L. Martin Massac County 
Larry Fisher Massac County 
G. Robert Inman Pulaski County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 
Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.. 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

If your home’s central air 
conditioner has called it quits, 
but your furnace is still work¬ 
ing, ask your heat¬ 
ing and cooling 
contractor about 
installing an “add¬ 
on” heat pump. It 
could be an energy¬ 
saving alternative 
to a new air condi¬ 
tioner. One that 
can also help to 
lower your home 
heating costs in the 
winter, according 
to the Edison Electric Institute 
and the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association, two 
national electric utility trade as¬ 
sociations. Using energy wisely 
helps to preserve our natural re¬ 
sources and protect our environ¬ 
ment too. 
How an add-on 
heat pump works 

The add-on heat pump is so 

called because it adds-on to 
your existing gas or oil furnace. 
Your energy-inefficient furnace 

now becomes a 
back-up heating 
system to heat your 
house on the cold¬ 
est nights of the 
year. 

Depending on 
the type and model 
of heat pump se¬ 
lected, an add-on 
heat pump will re¬ 
turn between $2 
and $4 worth of 

heating or cooling for each dol¬ 
lar spent on electricity to oper¬ 
ate it. 

Your electric utility’s resi¬ 
dential marketing department 
may be able to help you find a 
qualified heat pump contractor. 
They can also give you tips on 
how to get the most value from 
every dollar you spend on elec¬ 
tricity throughout your house. 
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Local 
youths 
attend 

conference 

Abby Ross, left and Russell Heinrichs. 

Russell Heinrichs and Abby 
Ross of Anna were among the 51 
students attending this year’s 
Southern Illinois Cooperative 
Youth Conference June 10-11 at 
Southern Illinois University at 
Carbondale (SIU-C). Their con¬ 
ference attendance was spon¬ 
sored by Southern Illinois 
Electric Coop. 

This was the third year for 
the conference, which is co¬ 
sponsored by the Illinois Coop¬ 
erative Coordinating Committee 
(ICCC) and the SIU-C College of 
Agriculture. Interested young 
people attended the event to 
learn more about cooperatives 
and the cooperative way of do¬ 
ing business. Organizers worked 
hard to create an upbeat, ener¬ 
getic atmosphere that would be 
enjoyable for the participants, 
but yet provide them with an 
opportunity to learn valuable 
information. 

“We have a whole lot of fun 
while we learn more about how 
working together—or cooperat¬ 
ing—can be the most effective 
way to get things done,” explains 

Lori Sefton, assistant dean for 
external affairs for the SIU-C 
College of Agriculture and coor¬ 
dinator for the two-day event. 
“Coming to this realization helps 
the students understand and 
appreciate the value of partici¬ 
pating in cooperatives.” 

Conference participants ex¬ 
perienced break-out sessions 
led by cooperative professionals 
who talked about various as¬ 
pects of cooperative history, 
structure and function. The stu¬ 
dents then used their new 
knowledge to compete in a Co¬ 
operative Quiz Bowl answering 
questions from conference edu¬ 
cational sessions. 

The ICCC, chaired by Jim 

Fraley, manager of the Illinois 
Milk Producers’ Association, 
serves as an advocate and clear¬ 
inghouse of information for Illi¬ 
nois cooperatives. ICCC 
membership includes: Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives: CoBank; Farm Credit 
Services: GROWMARK, Inc.: Il¬ 
linois Farm Bureau; Interstate 
Producers Livestock Associa¬ 
tion: Illinois Milk Producers’ As¬ 
sociation: USDA Rural 
Development Service; Illinois 
Association of Community Col¬ 
lege Agricultural Instructors and 
representatives from Illinois uni¬ 
versity agriculture programs at 
ISU, SIUC, U of I, and WIU. 

Abandoned property 
The abandoned property as of Dec. 31, 1991, 

includes the following names with their last 
known addresses. Refund checks issued to these 
members were returned because of no forward¬ 
ing address. 
Jerry Purnell, Goreville 
Charlotte Demery, 

Dongola 
Patricia L. Meyers, 

Karnak 
Robert J. Reeves, 

Carbondale 
Ralph Mitchum, 

Cape Girardeau, MO 
Thomas Wayne Hill, Anna 
Danny Lilly, Carbondale 

James W. Tarrance, 
Horse Branch, KY 

Rickey S. Smith, Wolf Lake 
Bobby E. Smock, 

Metropolis 
Kenneth & Beverly 
Johnson, Dongola 
Carl F. Smith, Karnak 
Wanda Threeton, 

Brookport 
Walter Scott Reed, 

McClure 

1995-96 
uncashed checks 

Checks issued to the following were returned be¬ 
cause of no forwarding address: 
Jeff L. Furlow, P. O. Box 609, Jonesboro, IL 62952 
Betty J. Garris, P. O. Box 226, Joppa, IL 62953 
Ronald Ayers, Route 2 Box 312, Jonesboro, IL 62952 
Ronnie Joyce, 27 East Cape Mobile Park, McClure, IL 
62957 
Ocean Weaver, 1553 Marbella Drive #7, St. Louis, MO 
63138 
Richard Hartline, Route 2 Box 471, Jonesboro, IL 62952 
Jimmy I. Shipley, Route 1 Box 428, Jonesboro, IL 62952 
Willard A. Blevins, 505 S. Water St., Jonesboro, IL 62952 
Candace G. Waterman, 2 East Cape Mobile Park, 
McClure, IL 62957 
LanyA. Chapin, Miller City Road, Olive Branch, IL 62969 
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Farm electrical safety 

BE 
CAREFUL 

with augers 
and other equipment— 

those lines carry 7,200 volts! 
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Annual meeting highlights 
• No rate increase for next year! • Capital credit checks for 1976 
• South Water in operation by fall, 1997 • Four directors elected to board 

(see page 12d) 

Larry Lovell, SIEC manager, and Glenn Tripp, SIEC board president (center), presented a plaque to the 
George R. Inman family in honor of his years of service to the electric cooperative and his community. 
Inman was first elected to the SIEC board in 1982. At the time of his death, he was also serving on the 
Southern Illinois Power Cooperative board. He was serving as vice president at both cooperatives. 

“Miss Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative 1996” 

Sarah Jane Myers, 19-year- 
old daughter of Randall and 

Linda Myers of Wolf Lake, 

is the new “Miss Southern.” 

She received her crown at the 

annual meeting of the coopera¬ 

tive members held at Shawnee 

Community College, Ullin, 

August 8. Sarah will be a 

sophomore at the University 

of Missouri-Columbia this fall 

where she is majoring in jour¬ 

nalism as well as exploring 

the possibility of a minor 

in agriculture. Her career 

goal is to work as a broad¬ 

cast journalist, with an empha¬ 

sis in agriculture. Ultimately, 

she would like to work for a 

major television network. 

She is a graduate of Shawnee 

High School. During her first 

year at the university she 

served as carnival master 

of ceremonies, Daughters of 

Demeter, Hyde House publicity 

chair, Missouri Students Assn. 

Senator, a member of the Baptist 

Student Union Freshman Bible 

Study and a member on the 

intramural softball team. As a 

MSA senator, decorated the 

Ronald McDonald House for 

Valentine’s Day. 

She has won an all-expenses- 

paid tour of Washington, D.C. 

next June with the Illinois Youth 

Tour participants. Sarah Jane Myers 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618-827-3555 P.O. Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Guy Casper Johnson County 

Vice Pres. Bob J. Dry Union County 

Sec.-treas. G. Robert Inman Pulaski County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 

Dale Taake Pulaski County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss Alexander County 

David L. Martin Massac County 

Larry Fisher Massac County 

Manager Larry Lovell 

Attorney Ronald E. Osman 

Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 

Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.. 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

12b 

Highlights of SIEC’s 

First runner-up Mary Burgess, 16- 
year-old daughter of James and 
Sandra Bridgewater, Dongola. 
Mary is in the junior class at 
Dongola High School. She has 
shown her Arabian mare in com¬ 
petition for the last four years. 
She also sings and has received 
first place ratings at nine different 
vocal contests. 

OCTOBER 1996 

Second runner-up Amanda Jane 
Fox, 19-year-old daughter of 
Richard and Gayle Fox, Anna. 
Amanda attends Shawnee Com¬ 
munity College and is pursuing 
a degree in the nursing program. 
She enjoys all types of participa¬ 
tion sports, walking, dancing and 
skiing. 
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Nominating committee secretary 
Jack Thomas, Miller City, read the 
minutes of the June meeting of 
the nominating committee. 

Grand Prize Winner 
Franklin E. Moreland of Mounds won the GE 25-inch television with 
remote control and stand. Office manager Chris Bennett made the 
presentation. 

r 
Office closing 

Monday, November 11 for Veterans’ Day. 

OCTOBER 1996 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

Seventeen young ladies competed in this year’s beauty pageant for 
the title of Miss Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. Shown in 
evening gown, from left: Deana Story, 17-year-old daughter of Donna 
Story, Thebes; Mary Burgess, First runner-up, 16-year-old daughter 
of James and Sandra Bridgewater, Dongola; Amana McCrite, 16-year- 
old daughter of Danny and Barbara McCrite, Tamms; Nicholette 
Jordan, 16-year-old daughter of Mike and Sandra Jordan, Ullin; Kanci 
Houston, 16-year-old daughter of Robert and Debra Houston, Tamms; 
Sarah Jane Myers, Miss Southern, 19-year-old daughter of Randall 
and Linda Myers, Wolf Lake; Amy Hileman, 17-year-old daughter of 
Debbie Ebersohl, Jonesboro; Tricia Childers, 17-year-old daughter 
of Jim and Paula Childers, Metropolis; Crystal Wright, 16-year-old 
daughter of Rodney and Sheri Wright, Jonesboro; Chasity Adams, 
16-year-old daughter of Gene and Susie Adams, Ullin; Rebecca Bottje, 
18-year-old daughter of Gerrit and Helen Bottje, Alto Pass; Amanda 
Jane Fox, second runner-up and Miss Congeniality, 19-year-old 
daughter of Richard and Gayle Fox, Anna; Thea Dumas, 17-year-old 
daughter of Herman and Carolyn Dumas, Pulaski; Terra Sheffer, 17- 
year-old daughter of Don and Lisa Sheffer, Jonesboro; Susan Pearl, 
16-year-old daughter of Michael Pearl, Cobden; Samantha Inman, 
16-year-old daughter of Robert and Cheryl Inman, Grand Chain; and 
Mary Inman, 17-year-old daughter of Robert and Cheryl Inman, Grand 
Chain. 

6 annual meeting 



Photos top to bottom: SIEC 
board president Glenn Tripp pre¬ 
sented Sam A. Brown with a cer¬ 
tificate and Willie Wiredhand 
Watch in recognition of 25 years 
of cooperative service. Sam is a 
meter tester lineman who began 
his SIEC career in 1971 as a work 
order clerk in the engineering 
department. He later worked in 
forestry, as a journeyman line¬ 
man on a construction crew, and 
as a lineman in the oil-filled 
equipment department. 

Pageant judges pose with Southern 
Illinois beauty queens, from left: 
Art Aikman, SlU-Carbondale; 
Dorothy Chamness, Marion, fran¬ 
chise holder of the Miss Southern 
Illinois Scholarship pageant; 
Stacey Smudrick, Centralia, Miss 
Southern Illinois of 1996; Sarah 
Jane Myers, Wolf Lake; Miss 
Southern Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operative of 1996; and Richard 
Bortz, SlU-Carbondale. 

The vocal group JOSHUA per¬ 
formed for the annual meeting 
crowd. They are from the 
Metropolis area and their number 
is 618-524-8109. 

Annual meeting highlights 
from page 12a 

• No rate increase is planned 
by SIEC during the next 12 
months, members at coop’s an¬ 
nual meeting were told. 

• Members who received 
electric service from SIEC in 
1976 will receive capital credit 
checks in the mail totaling 
$366,734. 

• Manager Lovell said that if 
all goes well, SouthWater, Inc., 
should begin pumping treated 
water by late summer or early 
fall of 1997. The not-for- 
profit corporation was organized 
through the efforts of SIEC to 
develop a regional water system. 

• During the business 
meeting, the members re-elected 
Raymond C. Snell of Thebes, 
Guy Casper of Belknap, and 
Larry Fisher of Karnak. G. Robert 
Inman of Grand Chain was 
elected to a one-year unexpired 
term. 
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Steven L. 
Guined 
joins 
SI EC 

^ Steve L. Guined 

Steven L. Guined of Anna 
joined the ranks of SIEC on Sept. 
1 in the newly created position 
of staff assistant. His priority for 
the next several months will be 
to make SouthWater, Inc., a re¬ 
ality for the rural residents of 
Alexander, Pulaski and Union 

The cooperative office will 
be closed November 11 to 
honor those Americans 
who have served their 
country in the defense of 
our freedom. 

counties. SIEC has a contract 
with SouthWater to manage the 
regional system. 

Steve comes to the water co¬ 
operative after having served six 
successful years as administra¬ 
tor and clerk for the City of 
Anna. His list of accomplish¬ 
ments and ongoing projects in¬ 
cluded sewer plant renovation, 
utility relocations, a multi-phase 
street improvement program, 
housing rehabilitation for senior 
citizens, multi-phase upgrade to 
American Disabilities Act guide¬ 
lines, park and pool improve¬ 
ments, economic development 
strategy study to assist in at¬ 
tracting new business to the 
community, lending city funds 
to assist local business expan¬ 
sion thus creating more jobs, 
cooperating with local develop¬ 
ers to establish four new resi¬ 
dential subdivisions, working to 
create the Union County Eco¬ 
nomic Development Corporation 

instrumental in acquiring the 
Tamms prison, and upgrading 
equipment in the city police and 
fire departments. He was suc¬ 
cessful in securing grants to put 
more police officers on the 
street, automate and install po¬ 
lice department computeriza¬ 
tion, and study the city’s present 
and future water requirements. 

Guined was born in 
Hammond, Ind. He grew up in 
Merrillville, Ind. and is a gradu¬ 
ate of Merrillville High School. 
He received a bachelor of science 
degree from Southeast Missouri 
State University, Cape 
Girardeau, Mo. He is the son of 
R. C. and Lillie Guined. He is 
married to the former Rhonda 
Dee Cameron of Anna. The 
couple have two children, Steven 
L. Guined II, age 14, and Carrie 
D. Guined, age 7. Steve’s hob¬ 
bies are reading and collecting 
“Fifties” memorabilia, and he en¬ 
joys participation sports. 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618-827-3555 P.O. Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Guy Casper Johnson County 
Vice Pres. Bob J. Ury Union County 
Sec.-treas. G. Robert Inman Pulaski County 

Dale Taake Pulaski County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss Alexander County 
David L Martin Massac County 
Larry Fisher Massac County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 
Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

Getting to know 
your employees 

Terry L. Grissom is a forestry 
foreman at SIEC. He was hired 
in April 1990 to specialize in the 
operation of the hydro axe. He 
had several years experience 
operating this type of equipment 
for local construction compa¬ 
nies. 

Grissom is an Anna native 
and a graduate of Anna- 
Jonesboro Community High 
School. His wife is the former 
Sharon Ames. She is employed 
by the State of Illinois at SIU- 
Carbondale. The couple have 
two grown children, Terry and 
Angela. Terry Grissom 

Hunters, young or old 

You’re playing with 
death... 

...when you shoot in the di¬ 
rection of an electric line. 
Careless shooting and wrong¬ 
ful target practice cause thou¬ 
sands of dollars worth of 
damage to electric lines and 
hardware. As a cooperative, 
the members must pay the 
costs, which result in higher 
electric bills. And, damaged 
insulators could fall during a 
storm, just when people may 
need electricity the most. 

Our offices will be closed 
Thursday, November 28, and 

Friday, November 29, in observance of 
Thanksgiving. Enjoy your holiday! 
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Don’t lock out your cooperative 
Many members need to keep 

their property secure from un¬ 
wanted intruders, so they have 
locks on their gates. But South¬ 
ern Illinois Electric needs access 
to our electric lines and meter¬ 
ing equipment in order to main¬ 
tain and operate the system. 

For instance, cooperative 
personnel may need access to 
read the meter. Or personnel 
may need access to lines in an 
outage or for other maintenance 
work. 

Locked gates pose no prob¬ 
lem when a “cooperative lock” is 
installed between your padlock 
and a link in the chain. 

Only authorized cooperative 

personnel have keys to these 
locks. Employees are diligent in 
locking the gate when they leave 
so your property remains se¬ 
cure. 

If you are one of the few who 
have a chained gate without a 
cooperative lock, we urge you to 
call and authorize installation of 
a cooperative lock. There is no 
charge or inconvenience to you. 

Cooperative access to the 
electric lines on your property is 
important for quality service es¬ 
pecially in emergencies. Call the 
member service department for 
more details at (618)827-3555 or 
toll-free (800)762-1400. 

SI EC employees attend 
Hot Line School 

SIEC employees Robin 
Ramage and Stanley Treat at¬ 
tended the Hot Line Mainte¬ 
nance School at Lincoln Land 
Community College in Spring- 
field during October. Ramage 
and Treat trained in under¬ 
ground distribution. 

The Hot Line School is an 
annual training event coordi¬ 
nated by the Association of Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperatives Job 
Training and Safety Department 
of Springfield. Cooperative per¬ 
sonnel, and supplier, manufac¬ 
turer and vendor representatives 
lead the discussion and instruc¬ 
tion. 

The classes in first-, second- 
and third-year distribution, 

underground distribution and 
rubber gloving techniques were 
taught in week-long segments. 
This year the school ran from 
Sept. 30-Oct. 18. 

Electric cooperatives, locally 
owned by the members they 
serve, maintain more than half 
the electric distribution network 

Stanley Treat 

in Illinois. Our employees un¬ 
derstand how vital electric ser¬ 
vice is to the well-being of farms, 
homes and businesses along our 
lines. Understanding new tech- 

Robin Ramage 

niques will enable our employ¬ 
ees to improve their perfor¬ 
mance and provide better 
service. 
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1996 door prizes 
Annual meeting August 8, 1996 

Donor 
Raben Tire Company 

Marion 

Prize 
Five qt. lube/oil/filter change 

& 4 tire rotation 
Brian Brewer, Grand Chain 

Black & Decker hand sander 
Dorothy Pullett, Pulaski 

Picnic cooler 
Larry Anderson, Anna 

$50.00 savings bond 
Sarah Taake, Ullin 

4 qt. oblong slow cooker 
James Schierbaum, Vienna 

Ray-O-Vac floating flashlight 
&Stihl 

Cap/Gift Certificate 
Jerry Ray Korte, Metropolis 

Presto Fry Daddy 
Martha Burgess, Brookport 

$15.00 gift certificate 
Imogene Closser, Dongola 

Mr. Coffee iced tea pot 
Katherine G. Ramage, Karnak 

Ladies’ Sarah Conventiy Watch 
Steve D. Korte, Belknap 

Toastmaster wide slot toaster 
Mermet Pentecostal Church, 

Metropolis 

Coleman Job Pro light 
Elizabeth A. Harrell, Cobden 

Rival Indoor Crock grill 
Cletus Eddleman, Dongola 

Men’s Amitron watch 
Dean Johnson, Grand Chain 

Plant 
Greenhouse 

John W. Spaulding, Jr., 
Villa Ridge 

Coleman propane lantern 
K. Darryl Anderson, Karnak 

Black & Decker hand 
held vacuum 

Richard Theis, Dongola 

2-padded lawn chairs 
Perry W. Williams, Dongola 

$15.00 gift certificate 
James Schultz, Tamms 

Faberware knife set 
Tressie Baccus, Karnak 

$25.00 cashier’s check 
Willis Laqce, Pulaski 

Oil Field Electric & Tree Trimming 
West Frankfort 

Oil Field Electric and Tree Trimming 
West Frankfort 

Oil Field Electric and Tree Trimming 
West Frankfort 

Fruit Belt Service Company 
Vienna 

Oil Field Electric and Tree Trimming 
West Frankfort 

Oil Field Electric and Tree Trimming 
West Frankfort 

Oil Field Electric and Tree Trimming 
West Frankfort 

Oil Field Electric and Tree Trimming 
West Frankfort 

Oil Field Electric And Tree Trimming 
West Frankfort 

Oil Field Electric and Tree Trimming 
West Frankfort 

Quint-Dreyer & Associates, CPAs 

Mission, KS 

Oil Field Electric and Tree Trimming 
West Frankfort 

Fruit Belt Service Company 
Vienna 

Oil Field Electric and Tree Trimming 
West Frankfort 

Stinger electronic insect control 
Mrs. Ellen Ruth Bremer, 

Metropolis 

One month membership 
Charles W. Harvel, Tamms 

Kiddie fire extinguisher 
Walter Bierbaum, Olmsted 

Golf umbrella & 6 golf balls 
Clyde Douglas, Karnak 

Jacket 
Michael McCrite, Olive Branch 

Anniversary Cross pen & 
pencil set 

Roger & Corrie Pressler, Anna 

First Alert carbon monoxide 
detector 

James N. Stubblefield, 
Grand Chain 

1- year subscription 
John B. Vitt, Jr., Buncombe 

First Alert Smoke Detector 
James E. Land, Buncombe 

Skill cordless drill 
Howard R. Theis, Dongola 

Lasko 12" oscillating desk fan 
William Rader, Ullin 

Hand-held blender 
Lewis Evers, Belknap 

GE AM/FM clock radio 
Lois Vinson Kerley, Vienna 

RCA portable stereo 
LUcille M. Theis, Dongola 

2- year subscription 
Bob Brewer, Metropolis 

Five quart lube/oil/filter change 
Charles W. Harvel, Tamms 

6 qt. electric wok 
Louis M. Faugh, Brookport 

Rushmore binoculars 
Freddie Lee Myrick, Karnak 

GE Luminair outdoor light 
Israelite Bible Class, Ullin 

22-piece screwdriver set 
Leonard Stratemeyer, Belknap 

$20.00 gift certificate 
Oscar K. Talmadge, Jr, Cypress 

Terra International 

Mt. Vernon 

Fitness Forum 
Anna 

Oil Field Electric and Tree Trimming 
West Frankfort 

First Cellular 
Anna 

North Pacific Lumber 
St. Louis, MO 

Stiles Office Equipment 

Carbondale 

Oil Field Electric and Tree Trimming 

West Frankfort 

Gazette Democrat 
West Frankfort 

Oil Field Electric and Tree Trimming 
West Frankfort 

Belcher Electric 
Anna 

Fletcher-Reinhardt 
St. Louis, MO 

GS Hevi-Duty Electric 
Atlanta, GA 

Helper, Inc. 
Madison, WI 

Ledbetter-Toth & Associates 
Springfield, MO 

Pulaski Enterprise 
Pulaski 

Union County Motor 
Anna 

United Utility Supply 
Louisville, KY 

Novco 
Louisville, KY 

Wesco Distribution, Inc. 
Chicago 

Jim Wilson Co. 
Cape Girardeau, MO 

BJ Foods 
Dongola 

Grand prize winner 
25-inch GE color television with remote control and stand 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Franklin E. Moreland, 

Cape Girardeau Dongola Anna National Bank 
Anna 

Rival ice cream & yogurt Freezer Oil Field Electric and Tree Trimming 
Donald Eddleman, Anna West Frankfort 

Graybar Supply Co. 
St. Louis, MO 

EZ Travel 
Sparta 

Guy Gray Supply & 
McCarver’s Repair 

Paducah, KY & Anna 

Diversified Electric 

North Little Rock, AR 

Fisher’s Florist and 

Dongola 
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Capital credits refunded 
During October, capital 

credits totaling $367,000 were 
mailed to the member/owners of 
SIEC. The refunds were directed 
to those persons receiving elec¬ 
tricity from the electric coopera¬ 
tive during 1976. 

Larry Lovell, general man¬ 
ager/executive vice president of 
SIEC, reported to the coopera¬ 
tive membership, “We’ve been 
able to return nearly $1.5 mil¬ 
lion to the members over the 
years. The average refund check 
this year was $56.” 

Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative operates on a not- 
for-profit basis. However, the 
cooperative needs to have a mar¬ 
gin of profit each year to build 
equity and have some funds 
available to meet current oper¬ 
ating needs. Margins sometimes 
are used to build new electric 
lines instead of using borrowed 
funds, or to set up a reserve fund 
against emergencies such as 

storm damage. In addition, the 
cooperative must have sufficient 
margins in order to repay loans 
from the Rural Utilities Service 
(RUS formerly 
REA). In fact, 
refunds to the 
members can 
not be made at 
all unless the 
cooperative 
meets certain 
financial condi¬ 
tions set by 
RUS and the 
National Rural 
Utility Coopera¬ 
tive Financing 
Cooperative 
(CFC). 

The return of capital credits 
represents one of the basic dif¬ 
ferences between electric coop¬ 
eratives and investor-owned 
utilities. Investor-owned utilities 
pay dividends to their stockhold¬ 
ers. But stockholders often live 

in different states and even in 
different countries. Electric co¬ 
operatives instead refund prof¬ 
its to their members through 

capital credit 
checks, and 
that money 
stays in the 
community. 

The coop¬ 
erative has fairly 
complete 
records on the 
members from 
1976, but there 
are some who 
have moved and 
did not leave a 
forwarding ad¬ 

dress. Locating those members 
and others from 1976 may be 
difficult. Members who received 
electric service in 1976 and do 
not receive a check are urged to 
notify the cooperative at its 
Dongola headquarters at 618- 
827-3555 or 800-762-1400. 

The Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative office 

will be closed 
Wednesday, Dec. 25, 

to celebrate Christmas, and 
Wednesday, Jan. 1, 

to welcome the new year. 
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Let’s get acquainted 
Bany E. Clark was hired as warehouse¬ 

man in April 1990, a position he holds to 
this date. He was born and grew up in the 
Grand Chain area and is a graduate of the 
Grand Chain Community High School. He 
has continued his education by attending 
classes at Southern Illinois University- 
Carbondale, the University of Evansville, and 
Murray State University, pursuing a degree 
in business. 

Clark is married to the former Julia 
Casper. The couple have a daughter, LaNell, living at home and 
four married children, Greg, Jennifer, Amy and Brian. 

A warehouseman is responsible for purchasing and maintain¬ 
ing an inventory of all materials used by line crews and forestry 
personnel. He receives shipments, restocks shelves, and sets up 
materials for cooperative work orders and also contractor crews. 

Barry serves on the village board. His pet project at present is 
seeing that the community park becomes a reality. The village 
has installed a shelter, T-ball field, softball field, and is planning 
a basketball court and a walking track. 

For many years he has worked with Dongola Unit School per¬ 
sonnel by coaching junior high girls softball and high school girls 
basketball teams. He loves hunting, fishing, yard work and garden¬ 
ing, but says he gets the most enjoyment from helping his family. 

Line clearance 
tree-trimming workshop 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618-827-3555 P.0. Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Guy Casper Johnson County 
Vice Pres. Bob J. Dry Union County 
Sec.-trees. G. Robert Inman Pulaski County 

Dale laake Pulaski County 
Glenn Tripp Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
Richard D. Moss Alexander County 
David L. Martin Massac County 
Larry Fisher Massac County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 
Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:0Q p.m., 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

Roger Acuff, Terry Grissom, 
Leonard Temke, Steve Hoffman, 
Gaiy Roach and John Rendleman, 
SIEC forestry personnel, attended 
a three-day workshop this sum¬ 
mer for the purpose of learning 
the latest recommended line 
clearance and tree-trimming tech¬ 
niques. The Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) con¬ 
ducted the classes at SouthEas- 
tern Illinois Electric Cooperative’s 

district office in Marion. 
The goal of the workshop was 

to improve the overall right-of-way 
program. The existing forestry 
procedures were compared to the 
new standards in the industry. 
New practices were studied and 
evaluated. The guidelines for the 
classroom work were provided by 
the National Arborist Association 
of Amherst, New Hampshire. 

Receiving cer¬ 
tificates from 
left, Gary 
Roach, John 
Rendleman and 
Steve Hoffman. 
Roger Acuff, 
Terry Grissom 
and Leonard 
Temke were not 
present for the 
presentation. 
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SI EC donates 
scholarship to 

Shawnee 
College 

Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative recently donated its 
annual scholarship to the 
Shawnee Community College 
Foundation. The scholarship is 
available to entering freshmen in 
the top 40 percent of their 
graduating class who live in a 
home served by SIEC. 

There is a Nov. 15 scholar¬ 
ship application deadline. The 
amount varies. For more infor¬ 
mation about the scholarship or 
other financial aid at SCC, call 
the fiinancial aid service office 
at 618-634-9411. 

Illinois Electric Cooperatives (IEC) 
Memorial Scholarship Fund 

The Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives Memorial Scholarship 
Fund established by the Asso¬ 
ciation of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives (AIEC), Springfield, 
Illinois, offers two $1,000 schol¬ 
arships each year to high school 
seniors. The AIEC board of di¬ 
rectors created this memorial 
fund in January 1984, to honor 
deceased members of the elec¬ 
tric cooperative family through¬ 
out Illinois. 

Winners are required to use 
the scholarship to pay educa¬ 
tional costs. They must plan 
full-time enrollment (at least 12 
credit hours) at an accredited 
two-year or four-year college, 
university, or vocational/techni¬ 
cal school in Illinois, and begin 

undergraduate studies within a 
year of being notified they have 
won. 

Scholarships are divided 

into two categories and the ap¬ 
plicant is eligible for only one of 
the two categories: 

• Sons or daughters of 
members/consumers: 
Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Coop- erative 
(SIEC) will evalu¬ 
ate all entries 
and submit the 
best applica¬ 
tion to the IEC 
Memorial Scholar¬ 
ship Committee for 
judging. 

• Sons or daughters of 
employees/directors: All ap¬ 
plications will be forwarded di¬ 
rectly to the IEC Memorial 
Scholarship Committee forjudg¬ 
ing. 

Scholarships are awarded on 
grade point average, college en¬ 
trance tests scores, work expe¬ 
rience, volunteer service, parti¬ 

cipation in school and commu¬ 
nity activities, biographical 
statement and knowledge of 

electric cooperatives as dem¬ 
onstrated by a short essay. 

The scholarship 
committee will review 

all applicants and 
select the semi¬ 
finalists. The 
Northern Illi¬ 

nois University 
scholarship selec¬ 

tion committee will 
select the winner in each 

category based on criteria 
supplied by the IEC Memo¬ 

rial Scholarship Committee. 
Deadline for receipt of com¬ 

pleted applications and submis¬ 
sions is Jan. 1. Scholarship 
winners will be notified by May 
1. Scholarships are for one year 
and are not renewable. 

If you have questions concerning the scholarship fund or would like to make a 
tax-deductible donation, call Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative at 800-762- 
1400 or contact Don Wood at the AIEC in Springfield, phone 217-520-5561. 
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Winter heating assistance available 
Shawnee Development Coun¬ 

cil is accepting applications for 
energy assistance. Persons want¬ 
ing to apply can contact the 
Shawnee Development Council 
outreach office in their country for 
an appointment. 

The energy program will 
again this year have very limited 
funds for the emergency furnace 
component. Interested persons 
can also inquire about the emer¬ 
gency furnace program when 
they apply for heating assis¬ 
tance. 

When applying for assis¬ 
tance, applicants will need to 
take the following documenta¬ 
tion with them to the county of¬ 
fice: 

• Social Security cards of all 
household members 16 years of 
age and older. 

• Proof of all household in¬ 
come for the 30 days prior to the 
application date. 

• The applicant’s most cur¬ 
rent heating find electric bills. 

Disconnected households 
must have proof service has 

been disconnected and proof all 
payments made to the fuel and 
electric vendors for the 90 days 
prior to the date of the applica¬ 
tion. Homeowners only may 
need to apply for the emergency 
furnace program. 

r Where to apply: 
Alexander County: 
Shawnee Development Council, Doris 
Jennings, county coordinator 
P. O. Box 842, Cairo, IL 62914 
Telephone: 618-734-0535 

Hardin County: 
Shawnee Development Council, Kathy 
Robinson, county coordinator 
P. O. Box 168, Elizabethtown, IL 62931 
Telephone: 618-287-7071 
Johnson County: 
Shawnee Development Council, 
Thurleen Bain, county coordinator 
P. O. Box 655, Vienna, IL 62995 
Telephone: 618-658-6131 

V. 

Massac County: 
Shawnee Development Council, Gayle 
Barnhill, county coordinator 
1 Superman Square, Room 3B, Me¬ 
tropolis, IL 62960 
Telephone: 618-524-2941 

Pope County: 
Shawnee Development Council, 
Eulalia Butler, county coordinator 
Golden Circle, Golconda, IL 62938 
Telephone: 618-683-2107 
Union County: 
Shawnee Development Council, Paula 
Marks, county coordinator 
Choate Developmental Center, 1000 N. 
Main St., Anna, IL 62906 
Telephone: 618-833-7431  

Season's greetings 
Directors 
Guy Casper 

president 
Bob J. Uiy 
vice president 

G. Robert Inman 
secretary-treasurer 
David Martin 

Richard D. Moss 
Raymond C. Snell 

Dale E. Taake 
Lany Fisher 
Glenn Tripp 

-#* * 

Employees 
Lany Lovell, manager Terry Grissom 

Chris Bennett Leslie Harvel 
Ken Corzine Steve Hoffman 
Carl George Charles Holtzclaw 

Steve Guined Lamar Houston 
Mike Logeman Larry Joe Keller 

Ron Medlin Linda Keller 
Carol Wilhoit Thomas Keller 

Dennis Abercrombie Pam Lentz 
Roger Acuff Larry Lingle 
Cindy Aden Don Martin 
Dare Aden Loraine McGee 

Cathleen Belcher Larue Parr 
Pamela K. Bierstedt Robin Ramage 

Sam Brown John Rendleman 
Barry Clark Betty Reynolds 

Enloe Clemons Sam Rider 
Perry Dailey Gary Roach 

Ted Earnhart Leonard Temke 
Janet Eddleman Stanley Treat 

Bobbie Fisher Michael Williams 
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