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According to the National Coal Leader 
magazine, America’s appetite for coal will 
hit an all-time high this year. The in¬ 
creased demand for coal is accredited to 
the nation’s utilities, which will burn 
more than 800 million tons in 1995 to 
generate electricity. As a matter of fact, 
more than 55 percent of the electricity 
generated in the United States is pro¬ 
duced from coal. With such positive 
growth in the industry, it is ironic that 
coal production in our area continues to 
decline, with thousands of area jobs be¬ 
ing lost. 

Local coal industry problems began 
with the passage of the 1990 Clean Air 
Act. Although the Act allows Midwest¬ 
ern utilities to burn locally mined coal 
by installing sulfur removing devices 
known as scrubbers, few Illinois utilities 
have done so. Instead, these generators, 
which once burned almost 15 million 
tons of domestic coal each year, now 
import low sulfur western coal, most of 
which is produced in Wyoming. Ironi¬ 
cally, it is shipped by rail right past the 
homes of unemployed miners and closed 
mine sites in Southern Illinois. 

The coal contained in those seem¬ 
ingly endless chains of rail cars contains 
less sulfur than ours, but it also con¬ 
tains less energy per ton, which means 
more of it must be burned to produce 
electricity—which means more waste 
material to dispose of in Southern Illi¬ 

nois. 
When asked, Illinois utility execu¬ 

tives will tell you they elected to burn 
low sulfur western coal rather than 
spend millions of dollars to install sul¬ 
fur removing equipment. They feel such 
expenditures would make them 
uncompetitive should customers ever 
have the option of selecting power sup¬ 
pliers. Apparently, there is some consen¬ 
sus that in the near future, all Illinois 
residents will be able to choose electric 
service providers much in the same way 
as they now select long-distance phone 
carriers. 

Given such a scenario, the investor- 
owned utilities have a very good argu¬ 
ment. However, I would call your 
attention to the fact that SouthEastern 
intends to remain competitive and be the 
power supplier of choice, should custom¬ 
ers have that option available to them 
sometime in the future. Furthermore, we 
intend to continue generating our elec¬ 
tricity from locally produced Southern 
Illinois coal, just as we do now. Our 
power supplier, Southern Illinois Power 

Co-operative, burned some 568,374 tons 
of locally mined fuels last year, and al¬ 
though that amount may be considered 
insignificant by some, our commitment 
to the area means jobs for Southern Illi¬ 
nois families—families we hope will re¬ 
member us when, and if, they have the 
option of choosing a power supplier. 
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parenting: 25 k 

Carl and Judie Fairchild are pic¬ 
tured with the plaque presented 
to them in recognition of their fos¬ 
ter parenting efforts. They were 
chosen “Southern Illinois DCFS 
Region Foster Parents of the 
Year” for 1995, an honor they’re 
very proud of. They’ve served as 
foster parents to some 25 children 
over the last 11 years. 

Foster parenting is like the 
regular kind in many ways: It’s a 
mixture of fun and work, happi¬ 
ness and grief, frustration and 
satisfaction. 

But the need for foster par¬ 
ents in Southern Illinois is a 
problem that has to be ad¬ 
dressed, and Carl and Judie 
Fairchild are helping. They note 
that they’ve enjoyed some 25 
children in their home over the 
last years—in addition to their 
two biological daughters—and 
the rewards and satisfaction 
have been immeasurable. 

The couple, who live near 
Corinth, say there’s nothing es¬ 
pecially special about them, but 
that’s not really true. A piece of 
literature distributed by the Illi¬ 
nois Department of Children and 
Family Services (DCFS) begins 
with the statement, “It takes a 

special kind of person to become 
a foster parent—someone with a 
lot of love, patience and accep¬ 
tance of others.” 

It is interesting to note that 
they got into foster parenting in 
a simple way: They saw an ap¬ 
peal in a TV commercial, and 
decided to give something of 
themselves. And when talking 
about it, they make it sound so 
unremarkable. “The commercial 
sparked our interest,” Carl says, 
“and we decided to give it a try.” 

Judie adds, “We’d moved 
here from Portage, Indiana, 
where Carl had retired from 
working for a steel company. 
We’d had time to get settled in 
well, we had a little extra extra 
room—not much—and we fig¬ 
ured we could handle it.” 

With that in mind, they “di¬ 
aled the number on the screen,” 

Foster 
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s and counting 
and got started into the process. 
Before long, they were licensed 
to take care of kids who, for one 
reason or another, had nowhere 
to live. 

“There are all kinds of orga¬ 
nizations that provide support for 
foster parents,” Judie says, “and 
we got involved in those, too.” 

Of course, there’s DCFS, and 
there are other groups. One is the 
Southern Illinois Foster/Adop¬ 
tive Care Alliance. 

“There are several local chap¬ 
ters,” Judie says, “and we belong 
to the ‘Home Advantage South’ 
chapter, and I’m president of it. 
We work in Franklin, Williamson 
and Jefferson counties. We pro¬ 
vide support for foster parents, 
and have informative meetings 
for them, too.” 

But support groups and 
presidencies were all in the fu¬ 

ture when the Fairchilds called 
to ask about foster parenting. 
And 25 kids were in the future, 
too. 

“Our first foster child had a 
physical disability,” Judie says, 
“and we learned a lot from that 
experience. In the years since 
then, many of the children have 
had some kind of problem, often 
learning disabilities or the like.” 

“One of the foster children we 
have now is confined to a wheel¬ 
chair,” Carl says, “and we were a 
little nervous at first about hav¬ 
ing a handicapped child out in 
the country, but it’s worked out 
real well. Country living seems to 
agree with the kids, and I have a 
livestock-hauling business that 
the bigger kids help with. They 
like working with the animals, 
and it gets them involved in good 
physical work.” 
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The upper photo at left shows the 
family dining room, which was 
once the living room. Judie notes 
that even as large as it is, it some¬ 
times gets cramped. The lower 
photo shows just a few of the 
many gadgets foster parent orga¬ 
nizations pass out to encourage 
others to “Open their homes.” 

The Fairchilds adopted Rob¬ 
ert, one of the early boys they 
provided foster care for, and he’s 
in Hawaii now, with the military. 

“We have a foster daughter 
who has been with us for about 

Carl dusts off the “Foster parent 
wagon” bumper sticker on the 
family car, while Judie looks on. 

nine years,” Carl says, “and she’s 
18 now. She and our biological 
daughter, Lennie Clare, who is 
15, are both really helpful with 
the other kids." 

And they emphasize that the 
help is welcome. With the seven 
foster kids in the home now, 
things can really get hectic. 
“We’re just like families every¬ 
where,” Judie chuckles, “in that 
there are times when we get 
along real well and times when 
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we don’t.” 
She adds that timers are a big 

help, and an oven timer by an 
electronic game “rations” game 
time to those who want to play. 
“Thank God for electronic games 
and timers,” Judie adds. 

You would think that a fam¬ 
ily that size would have several 
games, but that’s not the case. 
The kids are expected to share, 
and the timers are there to en¬ 
sure fairness. 

There have been some physi¬ 
cal adjustments, too. “The main 
part of our house was probably 
built in the 1920s,” Judie says, 
“and a garage was added later. 
We converted the garage to living 
space, and then we added on to 
the kitchen. And we added on. 

and we added on, and we added 
on! It’s been an interesting pro¬ 
cess.” 

She adds that the family has 
also run the entire automotive 
gamut. They started out with a 
family sedan, went to a station 
wagon, traded that in on a 
minivan, and finally wound up 
with a full-sized van. 

Foster parenting, they say, 
involves several different sce¬ 
narios. For example, some kids 
stay just one night, while family 
differences are ironed out; oth¬ 
ers stay for days, weeks or 
months. Some, like several of 
theirs, spend years. “It depends 
on what the needs are,” Carl 
says. 

The Fairchilds stress that 

they’re not particularly extraor¬ 
dinary in the numbers of kids 
they’ve fostered, and point out 
that they know, or know of, fami¬ 
lies who have had a hundred or 
more foster kids for varying 
lengths of time. 

“There’s a desperate need for 
foster parents,” Judie says, “and 
we’re always recruiting. I want to 
emphasize that it’s something 
that’s not difficult to do, and it 
offers real satisfaction. I’d recom¬ 
mend it to anyone.” 

If you’re interested in learn¬ 
ing more about foster parenting, 
you can call Judie at (618) 982- 
2375 or you can call DCFS on 
their toll-free lines. The numbers 
are 1-800-323-4769 or 1-800- 
624-5437. 

We at SouthEastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative wish 

you and yours a 
Happy New Year! 

Power Outage  
If your power goes off, we offer these suggesstions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your ser¬ 
vice panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “ON” position. 

2. If you nave a meter pole, check the main breaker 
paneljust below the meter socket. If the breaker is in 
the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring ap¬ 
pears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” posi¬ 
tion. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays 
(from 4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to 
report outages or emergencies. If you do not receive 
an answer or if the phone is busy, please call 1-800- 
833-2611 or 273-2611 (COLLECT) to report your out¬ 
age or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering 
your call the account name and location number as it 
appears on the envelope that contains your billing tick¬ 
ets. 

1 -800-833-2611 
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The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Most of us have become accustomed 
to performing regular maintenance on 
our cars and trucks. Few of us, however, 
do any maintenance at all on our homes’ 
electrical system. Although a properly in¬ 
stalled electrical system is remarkably 
durable, it does require periodic atten¬ 
tion. There are hundreds of electrical 
connection points in the average resi¬ 
dence, including those in the meter en¬ 
trance and main service panels. In 
addition, each switch, receptacle and 
junction box is also a connection point. 

As a result of use, vibration, corro¬ 
sion, and temperature changes, electri¬ 
cal connections tend to loosen, especially 
over long periods of time. When connec¬ 
tions loosen, they resist current flow and 
produce heat. When the circuit is not in 
use, the connections cool. This action of 
repeatedly heating and cooling connec¬ 
tions causes them to loosen even more, 
making a bad problem worse. The old 
adage, “A stitch in time, saves nine” is 
applicable and it is usually much wiser 
to perform preventative maintenance on 
your home’s electrical system than to 
replace expensive damaged components. 

If you have lights that blink, flicker, 
dim or suddenly become brighter, you 
may have a connection problem. If you 
have to wiggle light switches or recep¬ 
tacles to get them to work, you DEFI¬ 
NITELY have a problem. More often than 
not, however, switch and receptacle prob¬ 
lems can be solved by simply replacing 
the defective units. 

If you are having electrical problems 

within your home, we recommend hav¬ 
ing a competent electrician check your 
wiring, starting with the meter entrance 
system. Next, have the main service 
panel and all subpanels checked. If the 
problem still exists, make note of the 
rooms, appliances, switches or recep¬ 
tacles affected. This will help your elec¬ 
trician identify the problem circuit. With 
proper test equipment, it shouldn’t take 
long for a competent electrician to find 
and repair the problem. Don’t forget to 
have the ground rod and ground con¬ 
nection checked out; this is a common 
problem area, especially in older homes 
with original galvanized or copper pipes 
that were used as grounding electrodes. 
Frequently the original plumbing system 
has been replaced with non-conductive 
plastic, leaving the house without an ef¬ 
fective ground system. This makes the 
home vulnerable to surge and lightning 
damages. 
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Plugging those little air leaks 
Now that winter is here and we’ve enjoyed a couple 
of sieges of howling winds and blowing snow, many 
of us have learned—again—that our houses aren’t 
as snug as they might be. 
While it would have been better to 
have tackled all those little chores 
when it’s nice, it’s a good bet that a 
lot of homeowners have let the lessons 
of last winter go by. 
Many people have found to their dis¬ 
may that their house, which seemed 
to be nice and snug during last year’s 
fairly mild winter, is susceptible to 
cold and drafts. 
Even so, there are some things that 
can be done, besides just turning up 
the thermostat and hoping for the 
best. Even well-built houses can have 
“problem” walls, usually on the north side, and 
also on the side facing the prevailing winds. Or 
both. 

If you’ve found that you have a problem room, 
or if your entire house is harder 
to heat than you remembered, you 
may be able to achieve greater 
comfort and lower costs with a few 
simple remedial steps. You can do 
some of these repairs inside the 
house, no matter what the weather 
is like outside. For others, you may 
be wise to wait for a warm spell. 
Even the best of houses will often 
let an amazing amount of cold air 
in around the electrical outlets on the outside 
walls. If you suspect that your outlets are leaky, 
wait until there’s a good stiff breeze blowing out¬ 
side and put your hand near the outlet. Chances 
are, you’ll be able to feel that draft like the wall 
wasn’t there. 
Almost any home-supply store anywhere has little 
foam rubber backing plates that act as gaskets to 
minimize that problem. They are inexpensive and 
simple to install. All you need is a screwdriver and 
a few minutes. You simply take off the switch or 
outlet cover, place the gasket behind it, and screw 
the cover back on. Since this little chore is so 
simple and inexpensive, it probably should be your 
first step. If you can’t do all the switches and out¬ 
lets, be sure to take care of the problem ones first. 
Windows can present problems, too. Often, all you 
need to do to check your windows is be in the same 
room they’re in, and that’ll be confirmation enough! 
Since they perform contradictory functions, they’re 
fairly complex structures. They have to seal out 
the elements during some times, yet they need to 
be opened at others. Many of the problems win¬ 
dows give you are related to this open/shut na¬ 

ture. 
One of the first steps you need to take to cure your 
window drafts is to add weatherstripping, if there 
is none already there, or if what’s there is no longer 

doing the job. You can buy little strips 
of adhesive-backed stripping, and 
they’re also inexpensive. You just cut 
the strip to length where the window 
closes, peel off the tape that covers the 
adhesive, and apply it carefully. You’ll 
probably need to do this at the top of 
the window, also. 
If you feel around the outer edges of 
the window, inside the frame, you may 
still find that there’s leakage. You can 
minimize that by putting in a shrink- 
fit film on the inside. While it looks like 
a daunting chore, it really isn’t. You 

can buy kits at hardware and home-supply stores, 
and they usually include double-sided tape and 
enough film to do one or two windows. They come 
in different sizes, so you’ll need to know how big 

your windows are. The kits are ge¬ 
neric, so you may need to buy a 
larger film than you actually need 
and cut it to fit with scissors. 
While it looks like a difficult task, 
the hardest part actually is peel¬ 
ing the backing off the silly double¬ 
sided tape! 
After you get the tape up and the 
plastic cut to size, you apply the 
film, carefully, and press it against 

the tape, which you’ve peeled the backing off of, 
naturally. If it’s not perfect, you’re still okay. You 
can shrink it to fit with a hair dryer. Even a me¬ 
diocre craftsman can do a presentable job. 
Once you get that taken care of, your windows may 
still leak. The area around the outer edge of the 
window frame is often a source of difficulty, and 
that’s a problem you’ll have to go outside to take 
care of. 
Actually, that’s caused by a lack of caulking 
around the outside of the exterior window frame, 
and can be cured by the judicious application of a 
bead of caulk around the window. Occasionally 
people have tried to do a temporary interior fix with 
masking tape around the window frame. That 
works, but it’s visible, unattractive, and will peel 
the paint off if it’s left on too long. Don’t do it un¬ 
less there’s a really horrendous draft, and you ex¬ 
pect to be able to remove the tape and do a proper 
caulking job when the weather improves. 
These few simple steps, most of which can be done 
inside the house, will help you cut your heating 
costs, and will make your house more comfort¬ 
able, too. 
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YOUR Way 
From dusk to dawn, for security, safety and 

attractiveness, outdoor lights cost 
just pennies a day. 

Lighting for... 

Security Outdoor lighting protects 
your family and property 
from criminals. 

Safety 
Lighting illuminates a door 
for your late-night arrival 
home, and makes dark 
steps safer. 

Extending 
the Day 

Lighting stretches the 
daylight hours for barbe¬ 
cues, driveway basketball 
and after-dusk chores. 

Economy 
Outdoor lighting is easy, 
efficient, and costs just 
pennies a day. 

Curbside 

Appeal 

Lighting accents distinctive 
features of your home or 
business. 

YOUR Way 
Home, farm or business: 
outdoor lighting can soon 
be Lighting...YOUR Way. 

Call 
SouthEastern Electric Cooperative 

today for more information on 
Lighting...YOUR Way 

One of 1,000 Member-Owned Electric cooperatives Across the United States 
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^EcowaTTs* 
Environmental and worker protection laws 

passed in the 1970s that originally applied to large 
industries have been expanded to include nearly 
every small business in the nation. Small busi¬ 
nesses are now affected by the latest revisions to 
the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act, and the 
Occupational Health and Safety Act, as well as 
major laws covering solid and hazardous waste 
disposal. 

In 1993, the Electric Power Research Institute 
(EPRI) identified eight categories of small busi¬ 
nesses faced with environmental problems that can 
be solved by using various readily available 
electrotechnologies. The small businesses are dry- 
cleaning plants, medical clinics and laboratories, 
auto body paint shops, research and development 
laboratories, photofinishing laboratories, electro¬ 
plating shops, wholesale bakeries and wood pre¬ 
serving shops. 

Although all eight segments can realize envi¬ 
ronmental benefits from the application of 
electrotechnologies in their operations, some seg¬ 
ments have the potential to gain other benefits as 
well. For example, by switching from solvent-based 
paint and air drying to waterborne paint and in¬ 
frared curing, an autobody paint shop can increase 
productivity at the same time that it reduces harm¬ 
ful emissions and limits the generation of hazard¬ 

ous solid waste. 
According to Environmental Protection Agency 

estimates, there are 30,000 dry-cleaning establish¬ 
ments in the nation. About nine out of 10 use one 
particular organic solvent--perchloroethylene 
(perc). All other alternatives are being phased out 
because of concerns over ozone depletion. But 
using perc can result in hazardous air emissions, 
contamination of wastewater and solid wastes and 
groundwater contamination if not disposed of prop¬ 
erly. Perc is even listed by the EPA as a probable 
carcinogen. 

New dry-cleaning plants are installing dry-to- 
dry cleaning machines that perform cleaning, sol¬ 
vent extraction, drying and aeration within the 
same unit. The extraction is done with solvent con¬ 
densers that are refrigerated with a heat pump. 
These units reduce the concentration of solvent in 
emissions by about 95 percent. All dry cleaners 
must install this type of equipment by 1996. 

But the EPA proposed an even lower level for 
emissions for the future. With this in mind, EPRI 
is sponsoring studies that will improve the operat¬ 
ing characteristics of heat pumps to achieve the 
proposed requirement of 99 percent reduction in 
emissions. 

excerpted from EPRI Journal 
May/June 1995 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggesstions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your ser¬ 
vice panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
paneljust below the meter socket. If the breaker is in 
the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring ap¬ 
pears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” posi¬ 
tion. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays 
(from 4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to 
report outages or emergencies. If you do not receive 
an answer or if the phone is busy, please call 1-800- 
833-2611 or 273-2611 (COLLECT) to report your out¬ 
age or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering 
your call the account name and location number as it 
appears on the envelope that contains your billing tick¬ 
ets. 

1 -800-833-2611 
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The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. 

Those of you annoyed by numerous 
evening phone calls urging you to switch 
credit card or phone service providers 
had best brace yourself for a new bar¬ 
rage of sales pitches, for it appears the 
State of Illinois is at the forefront of open¬ 
ing its electric industry to competition. 
This concept, known as retail wheeling, 
would eventually allow all electric cus¬ 
tomers to select their power suppliers 
from anywhere in the country, much in 
the same way they are currently able to 
choose long distance phone carriers. 
Under the retail wheeling concept, cus¬ 
tomers would rent transformers and 
power lines from their present power 
supplier. Power would then be delivered 
through these existing facilities by the 
new supplier. Monthly billing would be 
expanded to include purchased cost 
from the new supplier, rental cost from 
the old supplier and options such as 
maintenance and backup service, which 
could be selected from both power sup¬ 
pliers. 

Retail wheeling in Illinois is being 
promoted by a bevy of strange bedfel¬ 
lows, including the Illinois Manufactur¬ 
ers Association, the Illinois Industrial 
Energy Consumers, the Chemical Indus¬ 
try Council of Illinois, the Illinois Power 
Company (IP), the Central Illinois Public 
Service Company (ClPS), the Central Il¬ 
linois Light Company (CILCO) and Com¬ 
monwealth Edison. 

This coalition has offered some very 
valid arguments for implementing retail 
wheeling in Illinois. For example, they 

Mick” Cummins 

point out Illinois businesses and indus¬ 
tries are now facing global competition. 
The coalition calls attention to the fact 
electric rates in much of our State are 
high compared to those of other states, 
putting our existing businesses at a dis¬ 
advantage and discouraging new indus¬ 
try from locating here. 

There are other aspects, however, 
that should be considered. The State of 
Illinois has been rated the 46th worst 
state in which to start up a new busi¬ 
ness venture. Retail wheeling will prob¬ 
ably not significantly improve that 
standing, especially since 33 other states 
are also pursuing some form of open 
electric competition. 

Also, a question comes to mind as to 
why Illinois investor-owned utilities 
would advocate open, unregulated com¬ 
petition. After all, the present system 
provides them a guaranteed rate of re¬ 
turn of their investment, something open 
competition will not do. 

Another and more troubling question 
is why the proposals of the investor- 
owned utilities include the authority to 
establish “SECRET RATES” for certain 
customers. Neither the Commission nor 
competing entities would be able to view 
these confidential rate agreements. Such 
an arrangement could allow a “cash rich” 
power supplier to literally squeeze out 
the competition, eventually negating any 
possible gain provided by retail wheel¬ 
ing. 

Still another problem area is a pro- 
(Continued on page 16d) 
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ENERGY SAVERS 

When you flip a switch, you’re buying power 

As you walk into a room in your house, the 
first thing you’re likely to do when you pass through 
the door is to hit the light switch. As you sit 
and begin to read, you realize things would be 
a little easier if you had more light, so you turn 
on the lamp next to your chair. Most 
of us do those little things with¬ 
out thinking about them at all. 

As a matter of fact, though, 
you’re making a buying decision 
each time you turn on an elec¬ 
trical switch. You make a buy¬ 
ing decision when you pick 
something off the shelf at the supermarket, or 
at the boutique in the mall, or when you put gas in 
your car. We often fail to realize we also do it just 
by flipping an innocuous little switch on the wall. 

If you keep that realization in mind, you also 
have a way to exercise a certain amount of control 
over your electricity bill. There are simple things 
you can do if you think before you buy. You can 
purchase electricity wisely, without losing any of 
the comfort and convenience it provides. Keep these 
factors in mind as you go about your routine at 
home. 

Water heating 
It’s hard to believe, but about 15 percent of 

the energy we use in our homes goes to heat wa¬ 
ter. Hot water plays a very important role in 
everyone’s lifestyle, and many lifestyles require 
quite a bit of hot water. Naturally, that results in 
higher energy use, which means that you’re going 
to buy more electricity. 

Ask yourself these questions: 
“When I take a bath, do I use water sparingly, 

or do I fill my tub clear to the top?” 
“Do I take short showers, or do I stay in the 

shower until the last drop of hot water’s gone from 
the water heater?” 

“Do I repair leaky faucets, or do I let them drip 
and waste hot water?” 

“Do I operate automatic washers and dish¬ 
washers with a full load, or just whenever it’s con¬ 
venient?” 

Space heating and cooling 
Let’s face it: Nobody likes to be too hot or too 

cold. That fact is reflected in our energy usage. 
Nearly half the energy used in American homes 
goes for heating and cooling. If we use dehumidifi¬ 
ers in the summer, or humidifiers in the winter, 
we’re making a fairly substantial energy purchase, 
because such units tend to run continuously. Por¬ 
table space heaters, air conditioners, and garage 

and basement fans also contribute to our energy 
consumption. 

If we take a look at our 
“comfort” lifestyle in terms of main¬ 
taining relative humidity and tem¬ 
perature, we can use energy wisely 
in many ways. These range from 
adding insulation where it’s 
needed, to caulking and weather¬ 
stripping, to simply turning down 
the heat and turning off the air 
conditioning in a room that’s not 
being used. When you do that, 
of course, you’re making a deci¬ 

sion to buy a little less electricity. 

Family size 
There is a direct relationship between the num¬ 

ber of people living in a home and the amount of 
energy used, and that’s especially true if some of 
the residents are teenagers. In addition, if friends 
and relatives are visiting, you can expect to use 
more energy for cooking, baking, laundry and hot 
water. And if you’ve opened up a spare room, it 
will cost a little extra to light it and provide heat¬ 
ing or cooling. 

Appliance use 
America is a nation of gadget-lovers, and we’re 

all looking for an appliance that will do something 
for us. But we need to remember: when we open a 
can with an electric can opener, we’re making the 
decision to buy just a tiny bit of electricity. And 
when we roast a turkey in our electric oven, we’re 
also buying energy. The truth is, though, most of 
us are firmly convinced that the convenience is 
worth the cost, and we use such appliances cheer¬ 
fully. 

Your appliances work for you around the clock, 
whenever you choose to use them, and wise use of 
these helpers can cut your costs. 

For example, ask yourself questions like these: 
“Do I turn off the lights when a room is not in 

use, or do I leave them on?” “Does my television 
set entertain the entire family, or does it play to an 
empty room?” 

“Do I leave my oven on ‘warm’ for an extended 
period of time, or do I cook many dishes at once 
and then turn the oven off?” 

All these considerations affect your lifestyle, 
and the cost of maintaining it. All Americans are 
part of the residential sector, and real energy man¬ 
agement consciousness is likely to start at home. 

A conscientious home and farm energy man¬ 
agement program can pay big dividends! 
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Reducing energy use of water beds 
For some people, crawling 

into a nice, warm water bed is the 
best way to survive cold nights 
during the winter. By following a 
few simple pointers regarding 
your water bed, you can stay 
warm in the winter, enjoy the 
comfort in the summer and save 
money on your electric bill. 

First of all, remember that a 
water bed uses more energy to 
maintain its temperature in a 
cold room. It will be warmer than 
the room temperature, unless 
you do not use a heater. 

The average water bed uses 
90 to 150 kilowatt-hours a 

month. The amount of electric¬ 
ity costs $9 to $15. 

Covering your water bed will 
reduce energy use. A partially 
unmade bed uses 30 percent 
more energy than one that is 
made. 

If you have a standard water 
bed, insulate the bottom and 
sides with polystyrene insula¬ 

tion. Place it around the sides 
and underneath, between the 
wood deck and plastic liner. This 
can reduce your operating costs 
by about 25 percent. 

An alternative to insulating is 
to buy an insulated liner. Tests 
have shown that these liners save 
about 13 percent on a standard 
king-size bed. 

Keep in mind that the size of 
the water bed, the design of the 
mattress, the efficiency and size 
of the heater, as well as your 
lifestyle, will affect the water 
bed’s electrical usage. 

If you’re not satisfied, 
we’re not satisfied 

As your locally owned and 
managed cooperative electric util¬ 
ity, we work hard to meet your 
needs as members and the needs 
of our community, too! 

Our business is to provide elec¬ 
tric service as reliably and eco¬ 
nomically as possible. But the 
bottom line — the foundation of our 
day-to-day work — is the satisfac¬ 
tion from co-op members as well as 
our colleagues and business asso¬ 

ciates. 
That’s the cooperative way of 

conducting business. Quality elec¬ 
tric service, enhancing the quality 
of life, and meeting our members’ 
and neighbors’ needs — it’s a for¬ 
mula we’re proud of and that works 
for the nation’s 1,000 electric co¬ 
operatives. 

So please share your ideas and 
thoughts with us because if you’re 
not satisfied, neither are we! 

Advantages of an electric 
water heater 

• Heating water with electricity 
is seven times safer than gas. 
A study by the National Fire 
Protection Agency has found 
that gas water heaters cause 
seven times as many home 
fires as electric water heaters. 

• Electric water heaters require 
no flue or vent. They can be 
placed virtually anywhere. 

• Electric water heaters do not 

use air for combustion. Indoor 
air quality is uncompromised 
by the water heater and there 
is no danger of explosion. 

• Electric water heaters require 
less maintenance. There is no 
pilot light, no vent, no flue or 
heat exchanger to corrode. 

• Electric water heaters have 
more insulation. They can be 
insulated on all sides, includ- 
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ing top and bottom. 
• Electric water heat¬ 

ers are more effi¬ 
cient. The heating 
elements are in di¬ 
rect contact with 
the water so they are 
nearly 100 percent efficient. A 
gas water heater loses 40 to 60 
percent of its heat energy up 
the flue. 
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Manager's comments 
(Continued from page 16a) 
posal made by Commonwealth 
Edison that would require all 
energy suppliers, including your 
Cooperative, to pay proportion¬ 
ate costs for nuclear decommis¬ 
sioning. Commonwealth also 
proposes that all energy suppli¬ 
ers, including your Cooperative, 
bear a portion of lost revenues 
resultant from regulated utilities 
being unable to collect delin¬ 
quent accounts due to state 
mandates. 

Is SouthEastern taking a 

stand against retail wheeling? 
Certainly not; however, we are 
extremely concerned with all of 
the current proposals. We want 
all of our members, large and 
small, industrial and residential, 
to benefit from the lowest cost 
and best service available. Com¬ 
petition is not new to us; for the 
past live decades, we have pro¬ 
vided service at competitive rates 
despite our inherent disadvan¬ 
tage of serving sparsely popu¬ 
lated areas no one else wanted 
to serve. 

In our opinion, retail wheel¬ 
ing, as currently proposed, would 
in the short term provide lower 
electric cost for larger industrial 
customers. Some businesses and 
residential customers, presently 
served by high cost providers 
such as ComEd, might also ben¬ 
efit. In the long-term, however, it 
is our opinion that when the cur¬ 
rent glut of surplus power has 
dried up, the real winners under 
the current proposals will most 
likely be the mega power compa¬ 
nies. 

How much work electricity does for 
you-and how cheaply 

Despite a monthly electric bill 
that outlines the kilowatt-hours 
used, few understand what they 
are buying. 

A kilowatt-hour (kwh) is the 
amount of electricity used by a 
100-watt light bulb burning 10 

hours. In terms of human physi¬ 
cal exertion, a kwh can be com¬ 
pared to climbing a 
thousand-foot flight of stairs 18 
times. A wintertime example 
would be a favorite—shoveling 
snow from a driveway 10 feet 

wide and two miles long! 
However, few people make 

such comparisons when flipping 
on a light or running a vacuum 
cleaner. The comfort and conve¬ 
nience we buy defy measure¬ 
ment! 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggesstions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your ser¬ 
vice panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
paneljust below the meter socket. If the breaker is in 
the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring ap¬ 
pears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” posi¬ 
tion. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-261 1. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays 
(from 4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to 
report outages or emergencies. If you do not receive 
an answer or if the phone is busy, please call 1-800- 
833-2611 or 273-2611 (COLLECT) to report your out¬ 
age or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering 
your call the account name and location number as it 
appears on the envelope that contains your billing tick¬ 
ets. 

1 -800-833-2611 
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The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Early in 1990, SouthEastern ex¬ 
pressed serious concern with the newly 
implemented Clean Air Act. It was our 
opinion that this Act was being imple¬ 
mented without a clear understanding 
of the devastating impact it would have 
on certain areas of the country engaged 
in high sulfur coal mining. Some six 
years later, with mine closings being an¬ 
nounced on a regular basis, it is still dif¬ 
ficult for us to comprehend a Clean Air 
Act implemented out of emotionalism, 
rather than fact or logic. This Act has 
resulted in hundreds of millions of dol¬ 
lars in lost personal income, as well as a 
loss in state taxes estimated to exceed 
40 million dollars per year. 

Although several technologies exist 
which would allow Illinois utilities to 
burn locally produced coal, few if any, 
have elected to do so. Most feel that ex¬ 
penditures for sulfur removing equip¬ 
ment would make them uncompetitive 
in an industry poised at the threshold of 
competition. 

In 1984, five counties (Perry, 
Franklin, Saline, Randolph, and 
Williamson) produced 55% of all the coal 
mined in Illinois. Franklin County, which 
led production with 7.8 million tons, may 
become the first of the group without an 
operating coal mine. 

It seems almost criminal that a state 
with 1/10 of the nation’s coal resources, 
would have to import coal from western 
states. An Illinois State geological sur¬ 
vey has identified approximately 181 bil¬ 

lion tons of coal resources and estimates 
that at least 50 billion tons are recover¬ 
able. 

Nationwide, 107 coal burning plants 
have been singled out by the Clean Air 
Act as polluters. Sixteen of these plants 
are located in Missouri and Illinois. Most 
of these plants have selected the quick 
and cheap method of compliance; 
namely, importing and burning low sul¬ 
fur western coal. 

Remember the old adage, “Don’t put 
all of your eggs in one basket”? Buying 
all of your fuel needs from one geographic 
area seems to fall somewhat into the 
same category. 

At SouthEastern, we obtain all of our 
power needs from Southern Illinois 
Power Cooperative, an organization that 
burns locally produced Southern Illinois 
coal. We urge other power suppliers in 
Illinois to do the same. 

As always, “We’ll keep the lights on 
for you and we’ll do it with Southern Illi¬ 
nois Coal”! 
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James M. “Mick” Cummins, left, 
manager of SouthEastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, and Tim 
Reeves, right, manager of South¬ 
ern Illinois Power Co-operative 
(SIPC), discuss a SIPC booklet 
with Xu Fang Peng during the 
Chinese visitors’ briefing at the 
power plant offices. Xu, who is 
assistant director of the Depart¬ 
ment of Rural Electrification, Min¬ 
istry of Electric Power Industry, 
People’s Republic of China, 
headed up the visiting delegation. 

Chinese engineers visit 
SIPC power plant 

Sparks flew during an ex¬ 
change between Chinese engi¬ 
neers and personnel at the 
Southern Illinois Power Co-op¬ 
erative electric generating plant 
at Marion, but they were friendly 
ones. Actually, the Southern Illi¬ 
noisans were doing some weld¬ 
ing work when 30 engineers from 
the People’s Republic of China 
stopped in as part of a month¬ 
long informational tour. Offered 
the opportunity to try their hand 
at arc welding, several of the visi¬ 
tors donned welding helmets and 
gave the procedure a try. 

The delegation, the third to 
visit Illinois from China, spent 
two days in Southern Illinois in 
late January, sampling our near¬ 
record cold spell and learning 
how American rural electric co¬ 
operatives provide service to re¬ 
mote areas. 

Their visit was sponsored by 
the University of Illinois-Chicago, 
and was made up of representa¬ 
tives from several rural power 
districts. The engineers arrived in 
the U.S. in mid-January and 
spent the week of Jan. 29 in 
downstate Illinois as guests of 

12b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

several rural electric coopera¬ 
tives. 

They visited SIPC’s Lake of 
Egypt power plant on Jan. 30. 
SIPC is co-owned by 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative and Egyp¬ 
tian Electric Cooperative Asso¬ 
ciation. They heard 
presentations by SIPC staff per¬ 
sonnel before touring the plant. 

James M. “Mick” Cummins, 
manager of SouthEastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, was among 
those who hosted the group. “I 
was pleased to have a part in the 
tour,” he says, “and it was very 
interesting to talk to the Chinese 
engineers. I visited with several, 
through an interpreter, and ex¬ 
changed cards with them. 

“They were very interested in 
billing,” he continued, “because 
their government owns the sys¬ 
tems there and in the past has 
determined who would have to 
pay what for their electricity. 
They don’t want to do that any 
more. They want to set up a more 
efficient pricing structure, possi¬ 
bly similar to ours.” 

■ APRIL 1996 

The day after the power plant 
tour, the group visited several 
substations operated by SIPC 
and Egyptian Electric, and 
learned how modern technology 
helps co-op employees provide 
quality service to the co-op’s 
member-owners. 

The Chinese engineers were 
impressed by the sincerity of 
their Illinois counterparts and 
their willingness to share their 
knowledge, Cummins noted, and 
were astounded at how few em¬ 
ployees they had to do the work 
they needed done. 

“It was a pleasure to spend 
the day with them and to share 
information about all facets of 
our operations,” Cummins said, 
“and I think we opened a lot of 
eyes. They seemed pleased that 
we would share this information 
and take the time to demonstrate 
how we provide service to our 
members. While they seemed to 
learn a great deal from their visit 
to our power plant, we learned 
from them as well. It was a re¬ 
warding experience for all of us.” 



Spring is time to think of geothermal 

It has been said—roughly— 
that in the spring, a young 
person’s fancy turns lightly to 
other young persons. For those 
who are older, and who have a 
house to keep up, a family to pro¬ 
vide for and bills to pay, spring 
tends to bring gratitude. 

Not only are we thrilled for 
the end of winter, but we’re grate¬ 
ful that the old furnace has 
squeaked through another win¬ 
ter without giving up the ghost. 

With the heating season on 
the way out and the cooling sea¬ 
son a month or so away, now 
might be a good time to give some 
thought to having a geothermal 
heating and cooling system in¬ 
stalled in your home. If you’re 
getting ready to build, you cer¬ 
tainly ought to look into geother¬ 
mal. 

A geothermal system uses 
earth-stored energy in partner¬ 
ship with safe, clean electricity, 
to offer a hard-to-beat way to 
heat and cool your home. 

The heart of the geothermal 
system is essentially a heat 
pump with a difference: but what 
a difference! The average air-to- 
air heat pump is essentially a 
reversible system that removes 
heat from your home in the sum¬ 
mer and expels it to the outside 
air. It does the opposite in the 
winter, warming outside air and 
moving it into your home. You 
decide what it does simply by 
flicking a switch on your indoor 
thermostat. 

If the air-to-air heat pump 
has a disadvantage, it’s that it 
starts losing its efficiency at 
about 10 degrees F., so you have 
to rely on another heat source to 
make up the difference. 

A geothermal system doesn’t 
have that problem. It draws its 
heat or coolness from a liquid- 
filled grid of plastic piping bur¬ 
ied 5-6’ underground. Once you 

get about 5 feet below the sur¬ 
face of the earth, the temperature 
in Illinois is a fairly consistent 55 
degrees F., the year around. 

Instead of having to cool 90- 
degree air in the summer, the 
unit is dealing with 55-degree air, 
and it does that very efficiently. 
When you need heat, the geo¬ 
thermal system is, again, work¬ 
ing with a 55-degree medium. 
That’s much better than the sub¬ 
zero weather air-to-air units have 
to cope with. All in all, about 70 
percent of the “fuel” your unit 
needs comes from the solar en¬ 
ergy absorbed by the earth and 
stored there. 

Not surprisingly, the technol¬ 
ogy for the geothermal system, 
also known as a “closed-loop 
earth-coupled groundwater heat 
pump system,” came from north¬ 
ern Europe. It is only natural that 
the system would develop in that 
area, with its harsh climate and 
high fuel costs. 

The idea dates back to the 
1940s, but offered no advantage 
to Americans in a time when the 
cost of heating and cooling a 
home was almost insignificant. 
The energy crunch of the early 
1970s changed all that, and 
Americans started getting seri¬ 
ous about economical comfort 
conditioning. 

There was another factor, too. 
The piping and technology hadn’t 
developed to the point that 
Americans would feel comfort¬ 
able with them, and it wasn’t 
until the 1980s that they came 
together. Early experiments with 
polyvinyl chloride (PVC) piping 
proved unsatisfactory, and until 
better piping could be developed, 
the system had no real future. 
Today’s piping is expected to last 
25-75 years in virtually any soil 
type. Present-day piping has bet¬ 
ter heat conducting properties 
than earlier materials had. 

Most closed-loop systems are 
trenched horizontally in the yard 
around the home, but the stored 
solar energy can also come from 
well water or a pond, if it’s large 
enough. If you don’t have room 
for a horizontal loop, you can 
have a well drilled or use an ex¬ 
isting one. If you need to have 
your yard trenched, it’s usually 
not a big problem. The trenches 
are usually about 6 inches wide, 
and a simple reseeding will take 
care of the disturbed lawn. The 
pipes have no adverse effect on 
plants above them. 

A big plus is that the heart of 
the unit is installed inside the 
house, in a garage, storage closet 
or crawl space, where it’s pro¬ 
tected from the elements. That 
prolongs the life of the unit, 
which is quiet enough that it 
won’t be a bother. 

Geothermal systems can 
save you even more money by 
providing hot water for your 
home. Some types of systems can 
save you up to 50 percent on 
your annual water heating bill by 
preheating tank water. These 
units are standard equipment on 
some systems and optional on 
others. Be sure to look into the 
possibility of having hot water, 
too. 

While geothermal units seem 
to be too good to be true, they do 
have one disadvantage: They’re 
expensive to install because of 
the trenching or well-drilling 
needed for the loop. 

Don’t let that deter you. They 
will save you so much money on 
your heating, cooling and water- 
heating costs that they’ll pay for 
themselves much sooner than 
any other kind of system that’s 
likely to be available to rural elec¬ 
tric consumers. Ask the people 
at your electric cooperative for 
more information. You’ll be glad 
you did! 
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Treating our customers like owners 
(This editorial was written by 
Glenn English, General Manager 
of the National Rural Electric Co¬ 
operative Association.) 

In a highly competitive mar¬ 
ketplace, companies offering 
similar services or products try 
to differentiate themselves from 
the competition. Ordinarily, this 
is done through advertising, 
community outreach programs 
or support of worthy causes. 

For example, PEPCO, the gi¬ 
ant investor-owned utility (IOU) 
that serves most of the Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. area, saturates the air¬ 
ways with this message: “We’re 
connected to you by more than 
power lines.” Sounds like some¬ 
thing one of our co-ops might 
say, doesn’t it? 

But the real question, at least 
in my mind, is: What makes one 
provider of electric service fun¬ 
damentally different from an¬ 

other? What makes rural electric 
systems different from the lOUs 
or the municipal utilities? 

Before we can answer that 
question, we have to look first at 
the similarities. It is merely be¬ 
ing realistic to admit that all 
three providers sell electricity to 
their customers at the lowest 
possible price, and that it is kind 
of hard to tell one kilowatt from 
another. 

All three types of utilities 
claim to provide prompt and ef¬ 
ficient service. All three are quick 
to take advantage of new tech¬ 
nology and new business prac¬ 
tices. And all three get some sort 
of subsidy from the federal gov¬ 
ernment. So, what makes us dif¬ 
ferent? 

What makes us different now 
is what has made us different 
since the beginning. We are co¬ 
operatives. We are owned by 
those we serve, and we are locally 

controlled. We do not exist to 
maximize return on investment 
and to build shareholder equity. 

We are accountable to our 
customers, not just because it 
makes good business sense but 
because we are dependent on 
them to tell us how they want us 
to run their business. That is 
what local control is all about. 

We are Main Street, not Wall 
Street. That’s what makes us dif¬ 
ferent. That’s what makes us 
strong. That’s what gives us a 
competitive advantage. 

But to reap the benefits of 
this competitive advantage, there 
must be more, and there is. Re¬ 
minding our consumers that 
they own their utility, and treat¬ 
ing them like owners, is the sur¬ 
est and most substantive way to 
distinguish ourselves from the 
competition. 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggesstions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your ser¬ 
vice panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “ON” position. 

2. If you nave a meter pole, check the main breaker 
paneljust below the meter socket. If the breaker is in 
the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring ap¬ 
pears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” posi¬ 
tion. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays 
(from 4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to 
report outages or emergencies. If you do not receive 
an answer or if the phone is busy, please call 1-800- 
833-2611 or 273-2611 (COLLECT) to report your out¬ 
age or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering 
your call the account name and location number as it 
appears on the envelope that contains your billing tick¬ 
ets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M “Mick” Cummins 

“Mergers, acquisitions, downsizing 

and layoffs” are commonplace terms to 

describe what is happening to corporate 

America these days. The nation’s biggest 

phone company, AT&T, recently an¬ 

nounced its intention of laying off 40,000 

employees, and a short time later an¬ 

nounced it was increasing rates. A little 

closer to home, CIPS and Union Electric 

have announced their intention to merge 

in order to create a more viable utility 

One typical disadvantage resulting 

from mergers and acquisitions is the loss 

of local purchasing. Big corporations 

with operations spanning several states 

tend to centralize purchasing with the 

objective of reducing costs. While this is 

good for the corporation, more often than 

not, it is detrimental to local vendors arid 

merchants who had previously provide d 

for the smaller predecessor. 

SouthEastern members may take 

pride in the fact that when they pay their 

electric bill, some 90 cents out of eveiy 

dollar paid, remains in our local 

economy. These monies are used to pur¬ 

chase wholesale power, to pay taxes (over 

$500,000 last year) and wages, and to 

reinvest in upgrading and replacing elec¬ 

tric facilities as needed to serve homes, 

farms, business and industry through¬ 

out Southern Illinois. Vehicles, tires, gas, 

oil, lumber and numerous other pur¬ 

chases are made right here at home, and 

unlike our larger public utility neighbors, 

SouthEastern has no “absentee inves¬ 

tors;” consequently no dividend checks 

are mailed out of the area, or out of state. 

“Branch office” is another term com¬ 

monly used in conjunction with 
downsizing, merger, acquisitions and 

takeovers. The term “Branch office” ob¬ 

viously means that the “Trunk” or “Main” 

office is significantly distant, usually out 

of state. Branch offices are often estab¬ 

lished as community appeasements to 

compensate for the loss of a corporate 

mam office. SouthEastern’s main office 

has always been, and will continue to be 

located in Southern Illinois because your 

Cooperative is a locally owned and lo¬ 

cally managed corporation—one of the 

few left in our area. You might even go 

so far as to say “Our roots are here, not 

our branches”. 

See you next month and as always, 

“We’ll keep the lights on for you.” 
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The cooperative difference 
Today many electric cooperative consumeis 

don’t remember the first day electricity came to 
their homes. In fact, your electricity was probably 
already there when you moved in - one of those 
automatic things like the telephone line and rur - 
ning water. 

The day you joined your electric cooperative 
you became a member of a unique organization. 
An electric cooperative is different. The fact is, there 
are a lot of positive differences between receiving 
your electricity from a cooperative and receiving it 
from an investor-owned utility (IOU) or municip^il 
utility. 

The bottom tine: 
Your electric cooperative is not-for-profit and 

consumer-owned, like the local credit union or 
farm supply cooperative. That means any revenue 
above expenses is eventually returned to the mem¬ 
ber (you) in the form of capital credit payments. 

Your electric cooperative is committed to pro¬ 
viding the best possible service at the lowest pos¬ 
sible cost. We take pride in our cooperative, a 
grassroots system of service started by pioneers 
like those who settled this area. Keeping the cost 
of electricity affordable helps keep local businesses 
competitive, while preserving our rural heritage 
and standard of living. 

The board room: 
As a member of this electric cooperative, you 

have a direct voice in the operation of the coopera¬ 
tive. You elect the board of trustees and vote on 
business matters at the annual meeting. 

The trustees and management of your electric 
cooperative have a genuine interest in you. After 
all, trustees receive their electricity from the coop¬ 
erative, too. Anytime you have a problem or con¬ 
cern, you can call your cooperative office or your 
trustee. 

A philosophy of service: 
Cooperatives were the first to serve rural ar¬ 

eas. They were formed when lOUs refused to serve 
sparsely populated areas. Because lOUs are profit 
motivated, they didn’t see the value of serving ru¬ 
ral and suburban areas. 

Cooperatives are involved in our communities. 
We live here, too, and take an active interest in 
bettering our communities through involvement 
in local schools, civic clubs and business organi¬ 
zations. 

Electric cooperatives help each other out. Your 
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electric cooperative is one of hundreds of coopera¬ 
tives across the country providing electricity and 
other services to rural and urban America. When 
a major storm or other disaster forces an outage, 
neighboring cooperatives often come to the rescue, 
providing their equipment and personnel to help 
get the power back on fast. 

Once in awhile, electric cooperatives are taken 
to task for the low-interest loans received from the 
Rural Utilities Service (formerly the REA). This pro¬ 
gram was developed to provide funding for the high 
cost of constructing millions of miles of power lines 
needed to provide electricity to rural America. To¬ 
day, these funds are essential to maintain those 
power lines and the equipment needed to serve new 
growth. 

In truth, lOUs and municipal utilities receive 
far more subsidies than electric cooperatives. lOUs 
receive big tax benefits, and municipal utilities are 
allowed to raise capital by selling bonds that have 
tax-exempt interest. 

lOUs receive more that $5 billion annually in 
federal subsidies. Municipal utilities receive more 
than $1 billion. Electric cooperative receive less 
than $500 million, according to a 1993 report by 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion. 

Electric cooperatives face 
other hurdles: 

We have to provide electricity at a price com¬ 
petitive with lOUs while constructing and main¬ 
taining thousands more miles of distribution lines. 
The average electric cooperative has 4 consumers 
per mile, compared to 43 for an IOU and 83 for a 
municipal. 

We have fewer large industrial and commer¬ 
cial consumers than lOUs. Our revenue comes 
from serving many small accounts, homes, farms 
and communities. 

Our consumers are mainly residential, creat¬ 
ing a low load factor. Our power demand can sky¬ 
rocket depending on the time of year. That’s why 
every cooperative works hard to level out its load 
factor. 

Innovation and creativity have always been a 
part of the cooperative system. Despite our low 
population density and the high cost of bringing 
electricity to rural America, we continue to work 
to maintain stable rates. That’s our commitment 
to you, our owner and member. 

There is something different about receiving 
your electricity from an electric cooperative. We 
think it’s a difference you can be proud of. 



‘Invisible’ light is useful stuff 
An English astronomer made 

an interesting observation in the 
early 19th century, and we benefit 
from his perceptiveness today. Sir 
William Herschel noted the differ¬ 
ence between heat and light, using 
a prism to split sunlight into spec¬ 
tral bands, much as a suncatcher 
will project “rainbows” on the walls 
during a sunny day. 

As Herschel moved a thermom¬ 
eter through the bands, he saw that 
the temperature increased as he 
moved the thermometer from the 
blue end of the spectrum to the red. 
Surprisingly, the mercury contin¬ 
ued to climb after the thermometer 
had passed through the red—the 
last of the visible bands. The higher 
temperature invisible light came to 
be known as infrared. 

For a long time, there was little 
use for infrared, but times have 
changed. Now, rural English towns 
use infrared to track burglars, and 
firefighters in the West use infra¬ 
red detectors to locate smoldering 
“hot spots” that can’t be detected 
by the naked eye. During Opera¬ 
tion Desert Storm, pilots used in¬ 
frared to locate targets during night 
missions and in heavy smoke. As¬ 
tronomers hope to use infrared 
technology to peek inside distant 
stars. 

The infrared video camera, a 
fairly recent gadget, is what is be¬ 
ing used in an effort to make all 
these things come to pass. The IR 
camera takes advantage of the fact 
that a warm object gives off more 
radiation than a cool one, and the 
camera “sorts out” those differ-' 
ences, providing a recognizable 
image. 

Since the human eye responds 
only to visible light, it may miss the 
glow of hot ashes in the middle of 
what looks like a dead fire. It also 
can’t see in the dark. An infrared 
camera can do both. 

Older infrared technologies 
have been used for years in the con¬ 
struction and petrochemical indus¬ 
tries. They have been used to help 
detect leaks and stress patterns, 
control oil pollution and conduct 
land surveys and medical analyses. 

Those looking for problems in elec¬ 
trical lines use them to find faults 
in connections, which show up as 
darker areas, since they’re hotter 
than their surroundings. 

Some energy-efficiency experts 
use them to detect heat loss from 
homes, enabling homeowners to 
determine how better to 
weatherstrip and insulate, to add 
comfort and save money on their 
energy bills. 

Such cameras have been either 
expensive, or they were limited in 
what they could do. Now, new plati- 
num-silicide cameras should offer 
a low-cost alternative. Scientists 
have used them to peer through the 
interstellar dust and look into dis¬ 
tant regions of the universe. NASA 
has lobbied long and hard for an 
infrared space telescope, which 
astronomers believe will be of fun¬ 
damental importance for almost all 
aspects of astronomy. 

Closer to home, though, the 
towns of Halmore, Purton and 
Hinton in rural England have in¬ 
stalled such cameras on power 
poles at the edges of their towns, 
to obtain a record of those who en¬ 
ter and leave. The idea is to snag 
the occasional urban thief who 
passes through. 

An infrared image is essentially 
a composite picture of the thermal 
images given off by a scene or per¬ 
son, and represents the internal 

temperature. While faces will look 
like faces, they will look very dif¬ 
ferent from those viewed by light 
in the normal spectrum. Warmer 
parts, such as eye sockets, will reg¬ 
ister dark. Cooler parts, such as 
ears and the nose, will be lighter. 
Eye and hair coloring are missing. 

While such differences cause 
problems, police viewing the video 
tapes have a fairly respectable 
record of success in recognizing 
perpetrators. 

But one problem is that many 
objects emit similar amounts of 
infrared “light,” giving off little in 
the way of visual contrast, even 
through the best of cameras now 
in existence. A major goal for in¬ 
frared researchers is to find a way 
to boost the difference. 

But for now, while astronomers 
dream of a telescope that will en¬ 
able them to unlock the mysteries 
of the universe, police view strange 
images on TV screens and 
firefighters look for hot spots, the 
electric industry uses them for 
practical purposes. 

While sniffing out power line 
flaws and energy leaks is necessary 
and even important, there’s noth¬ 
ing wrong with dreaming of find¬ 
ing out more about the universe 
around us. Perhaps someday soon 
such cameras will enable us to do 
just that! 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
(SEIEC) located in Southern Illinois, is seeking 
qualified applicants for the position of billing clerk. 

Job duties include, but are not limited to, entering data from elec¬ 
tric bills into a computer terminal, handling telephone inquiries, re¬ 
ceiving and distributing mail, verifying and correcting billing 
information. 

Applicants should have significant experience in all aspects listed 
above. A college degree in business, accounting or related field is a 
plus. SouthEastern offers an excellent wage and benefit package and 
is an equal opportunity employer. 

Send letter of interest, resume and references to: 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Attn: Manager of Administrative & Financial Services 
P. O. Box 251 
Eldorado, IL 62930 
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New members of your cooperative 
Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family in 

September and October 1995! 
September David Mattingly Tommy Hoffard Daisy Winters Stan E. Oliver 

White Land & Minerals 
Robert R. Nichols 
Jamie Pigg 

Jeffrey L. Hosselton 
Carla Y. Johnson 

Robert A. Black 
Terradox, Inc. 

Pheasant Run Hntg Clb. 
Zella Robinson 

Mary E. Blue Kevin T. Violett Steve McKinney Billy Joe Beavers Kim Smock 
Randy L. Goolsby James Fortin Brian P. Osteen Curtis L. Cockrum Timothy C. Vaughn 
Jeff S. Lane Amy Meneese Martha Piland Ray Brent Holloway Jeffery S. Wheeler 
Marc L. Miles Billy L. Stone Brandy Simmons Alan Lebel Richard L. Willis 
Mulkeytown Area Hist. Gail Thomas Paul M. Skaggs Keith E. Malcolm Jodi Burgess 
Tim 0. Saddler Chase T. Hall Paul D. Stanley Mike Mathis Charter Bank 
Robert L. Courtoise Christopher Anderson Lisa J. Wilkerson Jason Naas Anna Daley 
Bob R. Winemiller Kelly R. Eckles Thomas C. Vaughn Kelly J. Oxford Angie Eubanks 
Richard A. Sanders Shane Harrison William R. Payne, Jr. Mark A. Prusaczyk Todd Hayden 
Kevin Hale Karen R. Martens Glenda Bartoni H. R. Shaw Phillip Minier 
Trevor Wolaver Melissa J. Mosby Warren Brown Jeffrey A. Tighe Russell G. Nolen, Jr. 
Connie Cruson Troy Priddy Steven J. Evans Wayne E. Walter Dennis E. White 
Rebecca Long James Stewart Paul A. Lane, Sr. Andrew D. Brookhouse Ronnie L. Wyatt 
James L. Muir Donald C. Starns William T. McNelly Jayme Clifton Doug Atkins 
Daniel C. Picou David Auten Brian Gonztdez Terry L. Craig Daniel Carroll 
James E. Trammell Rebecca Cohen Michael W. Myers Terri L. Gentles Kevin D. Conkle 
Robert M. Davey Kerry Miner Keith E. Otterson Susan J. Hanks Jose A. Dominquez 
Jimmy R. Jordan Tony W. Cook Charles M. Prior William L. Hope Jeff Followell 
David Rogers Ronald D. Hawley, Sr. Jean A. Schuh Bruce Jackson, Jr. Steve Lindsey 
Daniel P. Tanner Dale S. Mikel Brandy Steinhouse Brad McCuan Eric T. Morrison 
Kent Gross Allen Ray Parker William Volkert William Nicholson Jeremy L. Richardson 
Gaiy W. Tanner Lila M. Silbereisen Bruce A. Booton Tonya R. Pogue Oxford Todd Wilder 
Hardin Co. Flrspr. Musm. Kevin D. Weston Central Bank David L. Shan Wayne Bates 
Madonna Cochran Clyde W. Jolly Kevin Cooper Margaret E. Sims Allen Carstens 
William Hamilton Lori R. Milligan Andrew Garris James B. Smith Christopher Cook 
Margaret A. LaRue Richard Sumner John W. Haner Mike Whitworth Tami R. Enlow 
Bradley K. Miljan Charles Witter Gene Holderfield Rondell H. Burton Sylvester Fox 
P. Brad Payne Daniel Molik Karen A. Hunt John Palmer James F. McGuire, Sr. 
Sherwood H. Sadler 
Dennis Rich 
Marvin Hite 

October 

Connie J. Adams 

Ralph Lowery 
N. S. McMullen II 
Frank OVery 

Lannie 0. Atkinson 
Eric Bellamy 
Roland L. Cox 

Robert J. Nichols 
John Russo 
Richard D. Williams 

William R. Jones 
Georgia K. Martin 
Village of Hanaford 
Rick L. Dean 

Everett Carlson 
Thomas J. Conrad 
Michael D. Frailey 
Ross Handsbury 

William K Richardson 
Gary S. Sims 
Donald Lee Smith 
Charles R. Taylor 

James Kerr 
Andrea C. LeClair 
Lonnie Mann 
Judy Matthews 

Power Outage  
goes off, we offer these suggesstions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your ser¬ 
vice panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
paneljust below the meter socket. If the breaker is in 
the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring ap¬ 
pears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” posi¬ 
tion. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays 
(from 4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to 
report outages or emergencies. If you do not receive 
an answer or if the phone is busy, please call 1-800- 
833-2611 or 273-2611 (COLLECT) to report your out¬ 
age or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering 
your call the account name and location number as it 
appears on the envelope that contains your billing tick¬ 
ets. 

1-800-833-2611 
12d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ MAY 1996 



The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

From time to time, this column has 
been used to discuss differences between 
your Cooperative and the two investor- 
owned electric companies which also 
serve in our area. One subject not yet dis¬ 
cussed is residential rate structure. 

Both Illinois Power and CIPS have a 
summer rate which is in effect for four 
months each year, and a winter rate, 
which is effective for eight months out of 
the year. The summer rate for each power 
company is significantly higher than their 
winter rates. In addition to these variable 
rates, each power company adds an ex¬ 
tra charge over and above their published 
rate structure. This charge is referred to 
as “fuel adjustment” and may appear on 
their billing as “F.A.C.” This additional 
charge varies from month to month and 
may range from a fraction of one cent to 
well over one cent. While this doesn’t seem 
like much, a fuel adjustment charge of 
.0135 would add almost $15.00 to an 
average bill. 

Needless to say, all of these variables 
make it difficult to compare residential 
rates between electric suppliers. 

At SouthEastern, residential rates are 
structured in a simple and straight for¬ 

ward manner. There is no summer or win¬ 
ter differential. Currently it doesn’t cost 
us any more to produce electricity in the 
summer, and to charge a higher price 
during hot months would place an un¬ 
necessary burden on individuals who 
need air conditioning in order to accom¬ 
modate respiratoiy and other health prob¬ 
lems. 

A SouthEastern member knows on 
the date the meter is read, what the pow¬ 
er bill will be. There are no surprise adders 
such as fuel adjustment. So when com¬ 
paring your SouthEastern bill to a friend 
or neighbor served by one of the power 
companies, be sure to review at least one 
full year of usage. A recent study by the 
Association of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives produced the following information 
for an average residential usage of 1100 
kilowatts hours per month (including 
tax): 

Illinois Power  10.30<l: per kWh 
CIPS  8.63<t per kWh 
SouthEastern Cooperative8.05per kWh 

See you next month, and as always, 
“We’ll keep the lights on for you.” 
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Above, from left, Donna Betts, Louise Endicott and 
SEIEC Trustee W. B. Pulliam on the porch of a cabin. 
The two views at right show the compactness. 

Women looking for slightly used houses 
Donna Betts and Louise En¬ 

dicott, both of rural McLeans- 
boro, are house hunting. Unlike 
most people who go looking for 
the latest, largest and most mod¬ 
ern, they’re looking for something 
a little older. 

In fact, they have two and a 
half already set up, and they were 
what real estate people like to call 
“fixer-uppers.” Big time. 

The women started some 13 
years ago with the earthly re¬ 
mains of a torn-down log cabin, 
hoping to turn it into a rebuilt 
log cabin. 

“It was on a place me and my 
late husband, Gene, rented to 
farm,” Louise says, “and it was 
all neatly stacked. The man 
who’d had it before made it a 
point to tell us to leave it there, 
because he was going to come 
back and get it. 

“A couple of years later he 
called and told us to go ahead 
and burn it, if we wanted to, be¬ 
cause he wasn’t going to come 
back for it after all.” 

Burning it was the farthest 
thing from her mind. She got in 
touch with long-time friend Don¬ 
na Betts. 

“I asked her if she thought 
we’d be able to put the thing to¬ 
gether,” she says, “and we didn’t 
want to bother our husbands 
with the project. We figured we’d 
do it ourselves or not at all. It 
turned out that Donna was will¬ 
ing to give it a try, so we got start¬ 
ed.” 

While it’s a fairly common 
practice to number each log in a 
cabin and dismantle it, the man 
who had dismantled this cabin 
hadn’t done that. Instead, he’d 
put nails in the logs. 

“He had a sheet of paper,” 
Louise says, “and he wrote on it 
that the logs on the west wall had 
six-penney nails in them, while 
the east walls might have had 
eight-penneys, and the north wall 
might have had two six-penneys, 
and so on. One wall had roofing 
nails. It was a matter of putting 
them back together in a way that 

made sense.” 
Louise and Donna did wind 

up doing most of the work, chink¬ 
ing the spaces between the logs, 
and using a tractor front loader 
to get some of the logs into place. 

“Gene helped some, and so 
did Donna’s husband, Ray¬ 
mond,” Louise says. They helped 
mostly with the higher logs and 
the roofing work.” 

Like many, cabins of its day, 
theirs lent an old meaning to the 
term “multi-purpose room.” 
There is a fireplace with built-in 
cooking aids, a dining table in the 
middle of the room, a bed off to 
one side, and a ladder leading to 
a sleeping loft. A lamp on the din¬ 
ing table converted it to a read¬ 
ing table, as needed. A dry sink 
against a wall provided a place 
to wash dishes, while the front 
porch was the place to get a bit 
of fresh air and to do work that 
needed to be done in good light. 

The plumbing was located down 
a short path. 

“Several years later,” Louise 
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says, “we had an opportunity to 
get another house, and it had 
been numbered and taken apart, 
making things a little easier. We 
set out to build it and furnish it 
like a country trading post might 
have been equipped. Both it and 
the earlier cabin have been 
stocked with old quilts, furniture 
and the kind of things you might 
have expected to see in the hous¬ 
es when they were in use.” 

They put an old cast iron 
cooking stove in the cabin. While 
it seems to be a bit out of place 
in a frontier cabin, such an up¬ 
grade was commonplace, and 
many a cabin sprouted a stove¬ 
pipe as soon as possible. Gener¬ 
ally, the fireplace continued to be 
used for warmth, at least until a 
pot-bellied stove could be 
brought in. 

They added what might be 
called a half-house to the trad¬ 
ing post. “We had an opportuni¬ 
ty to get our hands on a log corn 

This old corn sheller is part of the 
outdoor display. 

crib,” Donna says, “and we 
couldn’t resist. But we decided 
to just attach it to the trading post 
and use it for storage.” 

They have a small, two-house 
community going now, and 
they’ve added a windmill, too. “I 
hate to call attention to it,” Don¬ 
na says, “because it needs some 
work, but well get to it when we 
can.” 

It looks as though there might 
be another house in their future. 
“We’ve gotten our hands on one,” 
Louise says, “but we don’t know 
what we’re going to do with it, or 
when. This is just a hobby for us, 
and we get out and work on the 
cabins when we got in the no¬ 
tion. If we don’t get in the notion, 
there isn’t much that gets done.” 

Even so, they must have got¬ 
ten in the notion quite a few 
times, because their efforts have 
resulted in a little mini-settlement 
at the Betts place, about four 
miles west of Dale. It’s an inter¬ 
esting tribute to the efforts of two 
women, and to the pioneers who 
settled the area. 

Capital credits for 1995 
The most economical method 

of notifying members of their cap¬ 
ital credit allocation is to furnish 
them with a multiplication factor, 
which when applied to the total 
electric bill for the year 1995 will 
determine the notified of the 
amount of patronage. Notices will 
be mailed to large commercial 
consumers who are not on self 
billing. 

Self-billing members may de¬ 
termine their capital credit allo¬ 
cations from SouthEastern by 
multiplying their bills paid (less 
tax) by a factor of .06039399; for 
Southern Illinois Power Cooper¬ 
ative use a factor of .01971424. 

For those paying accounts 
under the Small Commercial 
Schedule, a factor of .05814725 
for SouthEastern and .01898084 
for Southern Illinois Power Coop¬ 
erative should be used. 

If you are unable to determine 
your 1995 allocation, the amount 

credited will be furnished on re¬ 
quest. 

The bylaws of your coopera¬ 
tive provide that each member 
shall be notified of the amount of 
patronage capital credited to their 
account. Of the total allocation, 
approximately 25 percent is due 
to capital credit allocation re¬ 
ceived from the Southern Illinois 
Power Cooperative. 

A capital credit plan is an ar¬ 
rangement under which: (1) a co¬ 
operative and its members 
expressly agree that any payment 
by any patron over the cost of 
serving them is capital furnished 
by the patron to the cooperative; 
(2) the Cooperative credits such 
patronage capital on its books to 
the patrons; and (3) such 
capital will be 
retired when, in 
the opinion of 
the Board of 
Trustees, such re¬ 

tirement will not impair the co¬ 
operative’s financial position. 

The capital credit plan pro¬ 
vides for service at cost for pay¬ 
ing off the REA and CFC loans, 
for acquiring complete local own¬ 
ership of the cooperative system, 
for giving all patrons full credit for 
all payments in excess of cost, and 
for the eventual repayment to the 
patrons of all capital furnished by 
them. Capital credits are not nec¬ 
essarily available in the form of 
cash, but are represented largely 
by investments in poles, wire, 
transformers and other equip¬ 
ment required to provide service. 
In general, no patronage capital 
can be retired until the coopera¬ 
tive has obtained enough capital 

to take care of all its 
needs. 

JUNE 1996 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 12c 



Nominating Committee chosen 
As provided by the bylaws of 
SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., 
a Nominating committee was cho¬ 
sen April 23, 1996, consisting of 
the following Cooperative Mem¬ 
bers: 

District No. 1 
Tina Bauman, RR 1 Box 204, 
Sesser, IL 62884 
District No. 2 
W. D. Fisher, 22397 East Herd 
Lane, Macedonia, IL 62860 
District No. 3 
Carl L. Smith, RR 5 Box 164, 
McLeansboro, IL 62859 
District No. 4 
Kathy Abney, 1495 Ward Road, 
Galatia, IL 62935 
District No. 6 
Eugene Cobb, RR 4 Box 830, 
Marion, IL 62959 

District No. 7 
Richard C. Vinyard, 1714 High¬ 
way 34 South, Harrisburg, IL 
62946 
District No. 8 
David W. Wiman, RR 1 Box 124, 
Herod, IL 62947 
District No. 9 
Joseph C. Whitehead, 4845 Tun¬ 
nel Hill Road, Tunnel Hill, IL 
62991 
District No. 10 
Sandra L. Potts, RR 1 Box 59, 
Rosiclare, IL 62982 
District No. 11 
R. C. Davidson, Jr., RR3 Box 136, 
Golconda, IL 62938 

The Committee will meet at 
the office of the Cooperative on 
Tuesday, June 4, 1996, at the 
hour of 10 a.m. for the purpose of 
nominating three (3) candidates 

for three-year terms as Trustees 
of SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Trustees whose terms are expir¬ 
ing include:Robert Tiberend, 
8240 Urbain Road, Benton (Dis¬ 
trict No. 1); Bill Cadle, 318 Red 
Row Drive, Marion (District No. 6); 
and Sherry D. Gross, P.O. Box 
224, Elizabethtown 62931 (Dis¬ 
trict No. 10; appointed at the 
4-23-96 Board Meeting to fill the 
vacancy created by the death of 
Trustee Neil Soward). 

/s/ James J. Scherrer 
James “Jamie” Scherrer, 
Secretary 
Board of Trustees 

Power Outage  
If your power goes off, we offer these suggesstions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your ser¬ 
vice panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are in 
the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
panel just below the meter socket. If the breaker is in the 
“OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter 
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring appears to 
be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These phone 
numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 days per 
year to accept your outage and emergency calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays (from 
4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to report 
outages or emergencies. If you do not receive an answer 
or if the phone is busy, please call 1-800-833-2611 or 
273-2611 (COLLF.CT) to report your outage or emer¬ 
gency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering 
your call the account name and location number as it 
appears on the envelope that contains your billing tick¬ 
ets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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The SOOTHE ASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

SouthEastern owes a big “THANK 
YOU” to its 18,000 member-owners who 
read their own meters and calculate their 
own power bills each month. Self-read¬ 
ing is a common practice at electric co¬ 
operatives and is remarkably reliable. 
However, accurate and timely meter 
readings are crucial, and estimated or 
“guestimated” readings almost always 
result in problems. At SouthEastern, 
self-read accounts are assigned payment 
due dates on either the 5th or the 20th 
of the month. Members needing to 
change their respective assigned date 
can do so by simply contacting 
SouthEastern’s Eldorado office. All bill 
payments are due in the Cooperative’s 
office within ten days of the payment due 
date. Since it costs a considerable sum 
of money to send out past due notices, 
and to send personnel out to collect on 
delinquent accounts, members can help 
reduce costs and save themselves money 
by paying on time. 

Any SouthEastern member experi¬ 
encing financial difficulty is encouraged 
to contact us on any account past due. 
In most cases, something can be worked 
out to avoid termination of service. Two 
relatively new services being offered to 
assist members are summarized as fol¬ 
lows: 

Credit card payment 
Effective immediately, members may pay 
bills, fees, and deposits by VISA/Mas- 
ter Card. Credit card payments may be 
made by phone or at the Cooperative’s 
Eldorado office. A small convenience fee 
will be charged for this service. 

Budget billing 
Members who need to equalize their 

monthly electric bills can do so by sim¬ 
ply contacting the Cooperative’s 
Eldorado office and requesting a 
levelized billing plan. Participants read 
their own meters just as they did previ¬ 
ously; the only difference being in the 
predetermined amount of money to 
send with each billing ticket. Levelized 
accounts are reviewed twice a year and 
participating members are notified of 
any needed adjustment in their monthly 
payment amount. There are no balloon 
payments to worry about with this 
simple and effective plan. If you are liv¬ 
ing on a fixed income, or for other rea¬ 
sons need to budget your monthly 
energy expenditures, give us a call at 1- 
800-833-2611. Until then, “We’ll keep 
the lights on for you.” 
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Official Notice of 
1996 Annual Meeting 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN That the An¬ 
nual Meeting of the 
members of SOUTH¬ 
EASTERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRIC COOP¬ 
ERATIVE, INC., will 
be held at the South¬ 
eastern Illinois Col¬ 
lege, Illinois Route 
13, East of Harris¬ 
burg or South of 
Eldorado on College 

Drive, on August 6, 
1996; that the period of 

registration for said Meeting of Members will 
be from 6 p.m. until 7 p.m.; business meet¬ 
ing of said Members will convene at 7 p.m. 
for the purpose of taking action upon the re¬ 
ports of Officers, Trustees, and Committees 
of said Cooperative, for the election of three 
(3) Trustees for terms of three (3) years each, 
and for such other matters as may properly 
be considered at such meeting. 

You are further notified that the number 
of Trustees to be elected at the 1996 Annual 
Meeting is three (3) and that one Member is 
to be elected from each of Districts 1, 6 and 
10. 

Report of 
Nominating Committee 

As provided by the by-laws of SOUTH¬ 
EASTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERA¬ 
TIVE, INC., a Nominating Committee, 
consisting of the following Cooperative Mem¬ 
bers: 

Tina Bauman District # 1 
W.D. Fisher District #2 
Carl L. Smith District #3 
Kathy Abney District #4 
Eugene Cobb District #6 
Richard C. Vinyard District #7 
David W. Wiman District #8 
Joseph C. Whitehead District #9 
Sandra L. Potts District #10 
R. C. Davidson, Jr. District #11 

met at the Headquarters office of the Coop¬ 
erative on June 4, 1996, at the hour of 10 
a.m., for the purpose of nominating candi¬ 
dates for Trustee of SOUTHEASTERN ILLI¬ 
NOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., for the 
terms expiring. 

The undersigned served as Secretary of 
the meeting. 

The following candidates were nomi¬ 
nated: 

Robert Tiberend District # 1 
Bill Cadle District #6 
Sherry D. Gross District #10 

DATED at Eldorado, Illinois, this 4th day of June, 1996. 

/s/ Sandra L. Potts 
Secretary of the Meeting 

DATED at Eldorado, Illinois, this 4th day of June, 1996. 

/s/ James J. Scherrer 
Secretary, Board of Trustees 
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Attend the 

SouthEastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Annual Meeting 

Tuesday, August 6 
Southeastern Illinois College 

Illinois Route 13 east of Harrisburg 
or College Drive south of Eldorado 

Registration begins at 6 p.m. 
Business meeting begins at 7 p.m. 

• Reports of officers 
• Election of trustees 

• Other cooperative business 

$10 electric bill credit 
for all members 

attending the annual 
meeting 

on your next electric bill! 
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Surplus equipment for sale 
Qty. Description 
2 1986 Brush Bandit Model JDC-100 Chip- 

pers with Wisconsin V765D air cooled gas 
engines. Fair condition. Minimum Bid 
$3,500.00. Units 16T & 22T. 

1 1986 Brush Bandit Model JDC-100 Chip¬ 
per with Ford water cooled 6-cylinder en¬ 
gine. Fair condition. Minimum Bid 
$4,000.00. Unit 18T. 

1 1971 Mack R685 Semi-Tractor, 237 Engine, 
good tires. Odometer reading 011569, 5- 
speed. Color: Yellow, Serial #R6855T22157. 
Minimum Bid $3,000.00. Unit 12E. 

1 1988 Dodge Ram Charger 100, 4X4, 318 
V8, 3-speed auto, air, power steering, 
brakes, AM/FM radio. Color: Garnet Red, 
121.000 miles. Average condition for model 
and miles. Minimum Bid: Low NADA book 
of $1,675.00. Unit 86E. 

1 1991 Ford Explorer, 4X4, 4-door, 4.0 V6, 
5-speed manual transmission, power steer¬ 
ing, brakes, air, speed control, tilt wheel, 
AM/FM cassette radio, luggage rack, cloth 
captedns chairs, rear window wiper/wash/ 
defrost. Color: White with gray interior. 
107.000 miles, good condition for model and 
miles. Minimum Bid: Low NADA book of 
$7,725.00. Unit 15A. 

Qty. Description 
1 1991 Ford Explorer, 4X4, 4-door, 4.0 V6, 

auto transmission, power steering, brakes, 
air, speed control, tilt wheel. AM/FM cas¬ 
sette radio, luggage rack, cloth captains 
chairs, rear window wiper/defrost, Color: 
White with blue interior. 130,000 miles, good 
condition for model and miles. Minimum 
Bid: Low NADA book of $7,375.00. Unit 17A. 

The above list of surplus equipment is avail¬ 
able for sale. If interested, the equipment can be 
viewed at our Eldorado Office or contact Mr. Don 
Allen at (618)273-2611 Ext. 160. Sealed Bids are 
due by July 17, 1996. Please designate the Unit 
Number you wish to bid on, your bid price, name, 
return address and telephone number. 

Please mark ’’SEALED BID” on 
the outside of your envelope 
and send it to: ATTEN¬ 
TION: Mr. Don Allen, 
SouthEastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
P. O. Box 251, Eldorado, 
IL 62930. 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggesstions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they 
are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main 
breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your 
wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the breaker to 
the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays 
(from 4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends 
to report outages or emergencies. If you do not re¬ 
ceive an answer or if the phone is busy, please call 1- 
800-833-2611 or 273-2611 (COLLECT) to report your 
outage or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answer¬ 
ing your call the account name and location number 
as it appears on the envelope that contains your bill¬ 
ing tickets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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The SOOTHE ASTERN UGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Mind Your Own Business! 
That’s just what the owners of 

SouthEastern will do when they at¬ 
tend the Cooperative’s Annual Meet¬ 
ing which will be held Tuesday, 
Aug. 6, of this year. 

Those members who are able to at¬ 
tend recognize that responsibility 
comes with ownership. They also rec¬ 
ognize that no business organization 
adheres to American values and prin¬ 
ciples more soundly than do coopera¬ 
tives. In a cooperative, members elect 
other members to serve as trustees. 
These trustees reside in the districts 
they represent and pay the same elec¬ 
tric rates as their neighbors. The end 
result is trustees who want the same 
two things from their cooperative that 
every other member wants: low rates 
and reliable service. 

Conversely, investor-owned utili¬ 
ties normally select their directors 

based on the number of shares the 
individual owns. Their directors often 
reside out of the area or even out of 
state, and therefore are isolated from 
the rate and service concerns your 
cooperative trustee has. Investor- 
owned utilities (lOUs) are driven by 
one goal: profit per share—all else is 
secondary. Simply put, they are much 
more interested in Wall Street than the 
streets of southern Illinois. 

Investor-owned utility annual 
meetings are held for the benefit of 
major stockholders who attend to hear 
plans for future profit making. Coop¬ 
erative Annual Meetings, on the other 
hand, are open to all members, since 
all are equal in rights and voting privi¬ 
leges. 

So if you can, attend this year’s 
Annual Meeting and MIND YOUR 
OWN BUSINESS. 
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Official Notice of 
1996 Annual Meeting 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN That the An¬ 
nual Meeting of the 
members of SOUTH¬ 
EASTERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRIC COOP¬ 
ERATIVE, INC., will 
be held at the South¬ 
eastern Illinois Col¬ 
lege, Illinois Route 
13, East of Harris¬ 
burg or South of 
Eldorado on College 

Road, on August 6, 
1996; that the period of 

registration for said Meeting of Members will 
be from 6 p.m. until 7 p.m.; business meet¬ 
ing of said Members will convene at 7 p.m. 
for the purpose of taking action upon the re¬ 
ports of Officers, Trustees, and Committees 
of said Cooperative, for the election of three 
(3) Trustees for terms of three (3) years each, 
and for such other matters as may properly 
be considered at such meeting. 

You are further notified that the number 
of Trustees to be elected at the 1996 Annual 
Meeting is three (3) and that one Member is 
to be elected from each of Districts 1, 6 and 
10. 

Report of 
Nominating Committee 

As provided by the by-laws of SOUTH¬ 
EASTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERA¬ 
TIVE, INC., a Nominating Committee, 
consisting of the following Cooperative Mem¬ 
bers: 

Tina Bauman District #1 
W.D. Fisher District #2 
Carl L. Smith District #3 
Kathy Abney District #4 
Eugene Cobb District #6 
Richard C. Vinyard District #7 
David W. Wiman District #8 
Joseph C. Whitehead District #9 
Sandra L. Potts District #10 
R. C. Davidson, Jr. District #11 

met at the Headquarters office of the Coop¬ 
erative on June 4, 1996, at the hour of 10 
a.m., for the purpose of nominating candi¬ 
dates for Trustee of SOUTHEASTERN ILLI¬ 
NOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., for the 
terms expiring. 

The undersigned served as Secretary of 
the meeting. 

The following candidates were nomi¬ 
nated: 

Robert Tiberend 
Bill Cadle 
Sherry D. Gross 

District # 1 
District #6 
District #10 

DATED at Eldorado, Illinois, this 4th day of June, 1996. 

/s/ Sandra L. Potts 
Secretary of the Meeting 

DATED at Eldorado, Illinois, this 4th day of June, 1996. 

/s/ James J. Scherrer 
Secretary, Board of Trustees 
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Attend the 
SouthEastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Annual Meeting 

Tuesday, August 6 
Southeastern Illinois College 

Illinois Route 13 east of Harrisburg 
or College Road south of Eldorado 

Registration begins at 6 p.m. 
Business meeting begins at 7 p.m. 

• Reports of officers 
• Election of trustees 

• Other cooperative business 

$10 electric bill credit 
for all members 

attending the annual 
meeting 

on your next electric bill! 
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Being a cooperative member — what does it mean? 
Your cooperative has been 

growing steadily over the past 
few years and although we hate 
to admit it, we sometimes forget 
that there may be some of our 
members who haven’t always 
received their electricity from an 
electric cooperative. Therefore, 
some may not fully understand 
the advantages of being a mem¬ 
ber of SEIEC, as well as their 
rights, privileges and responsi¬ 
bilities. 

As a member: 
* you are part owner of 

SEIEC 
* you have the right to attend 

the cooperative’s annual meet¬ 
ing held each August and elect 
the board of trustees which will 
then govern the cooperative. 

* you have the responsibil¬ 
ity to keep up with developments 
affecting your cooperative and to 
assist, when possible, in solving 
problems which affect your or¬ 
ganization. 

Your cooperative was estab¬ 
lished by local individuals at a 
time when existing utilities re¬ 
fused or neglected to serve the 
area where you now live. As a 
result, throughout SEIEC’s his¬ 
tory those people receiving ser¬ 
vice from the co-op have played 
a valuable role in shaping the 
organization and preparing it to 
meet the challenges of the fu¬ 
ture. We at SEIEC recognize the 
invaluable service our members 
provide to this organization and 
also realize that as owners of the 
organization, you need to be in¬ 
formed as to the challenges we 
are facing and the programs/ 
services available. It is for this 
reason that your cooperative 
subscribes to Illinois Country 
Living magazine, which is mailed 
to each member on a monthly 
basis. Through the use of this 
magazine, your cooperative tries 
to keep all members up to date 
on current events, major issues 

and developments which may 
affect your cooperative. The co¬ 
operative also uses this maga¬ 
zine to help encourage you to 
use electricity wisely and safely. 
Promoting wise electrical use 
can help the cooperative and its 
members by saving money, as 
well as helping our members 
make informed purchasing de¬ 
cisions on new efficient appli¬ 
ances and technologies for their 
home. 

SEIEC’s primary goal was 
and still is to provide service to 
our members, with a trained 
professional line crew on call 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year to 
keep your electricity flowing. We 
strive to do just that. So whether 
it is a major outage caused by a 
storm or small section of line out 
of service, you can count on us 
for reliable and quick restoration 
of power. With your continued 
support we will work to meet the 
challenges of the future. 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggesstions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they 
are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main 
breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your 
wiring from the meter pole.to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the breaker to 
the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays 
(from 4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends 
to report outages or emergencies. If you do not re¬ 
ceive an answer or if the phone is busy, please call 1- 
800-833-2611 or 273-2611 (COLLECT) to report your 
outage or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answer¬ 
ing your call the account name and location number 
as it appears on the envelope that contains your bill¬ 
ing tickets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to remind you that SouthEastern is a 
locally owned and locally controlled 
Southern Illinois corporation, one of the 
few left in our area. Mergers, acquisi¬ 
tions and takeovers have eliminated 
many of the others; the end result be¬ 
ing huge profit-driven corporations that 
are more interested in Wall Street than 
the streets of Southern Illinois. 

Conversely, your cooperative is a 
not-for-profit corporation and is there¬ 
fore able to focus its attention on serv¬ 
ing the residents of Southern Illinois. 
Unlike our larger public utility neigh¬ 
bors, we have little interest in Wall 
Street. We have no absentee investors 
and no dividend checks to mail out of 
the area. Our investors are the 20,300 
member/owners who live in or operate 
a business within the ten-county area 
known as southeastern Illinois. The in¬ 
dividuals who pay their monthly power 
bills to the Cooperative can be assured 
that out of every dollar they spend, some 
90 percent of it stays right here at home. 
They can also be assured that the power 

coming into their homes and businesses 
is being generated by Southern Illinois 
coal. Our power supplier burned some 
583,000 tons of locally mined fuels last 
year. This commitment to Southern Il¬ 
linois coal helps everyone who lives and 
works in our community and demon¬ 
strates that we are more interested in 
the streets of Southern Illinois than Wall 
Street, New York. 

See you next month, and as always, 
“We’ll keep the lights on for you.” 
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Heat pumps — not just for keeping cool 
Now that you need to cool your home, it’s time 

to talk about heat pumps. Before long, you’ll need 
to heat it. A heat pump is called a heat pump be¬ 
cause in the winter months it pumps heat into 
your home and in the summer months it pumps 
heat out of your home. It’s designed for year-round 
comfort. 

What is a heat pump? 
A heat pump is an electric device that cap¬ 

tures the heat that occurs naturally in the air or 
ground. 

How do heat pumps work? 
All types of heat pumps transfer heat from one 

place to another. Heat is absorbed by the heating 
unit located outside your home. It is then sent to 
the inside unit and circulated throughout your 
home by a fan. 

During the summer, the flow in the heat pump 
reverses itself. The heat in your home is absorbed 
and sent outside. The outside unit releases the 
warm air, which leaves your home feeling cool and 
comfortable. 

What types of heat pumps are 
available? 

There are two basic types of heat pumps, air- 
to-air and geothermal. Air-to-air pumps extract 
heat from the atmosphere and geothermal pumps 
extract heat from underground. 

How can a heat pumps keep your 
home warm in the winter? 

Even on the coldest winter days, the outside 

air has heat in it (all the way down to -460 de¬ 
grees F), so there’s always heat available to be 
extracted from the air and ground. However, most 
heat pumps have a balance point (the tempera¬ 
ture at which the heat pump’s output equals the 
heating needs of the house) which is when a 
back-up heating system kicks on to maintain the 
desired temperature. 

How long will a heat pump last? 
Recent surveys of the owners of nearly 4,500 

heat pumps indicate that units will last an aver¬ 
age of 15 to 20 years and some units surveyed 
were still working after 26 years of use. New units 
are expected to last even longer. 

Are heat pumps environmentally 
friendly? 

Heat pumps are one of the most environmen¬ 
tally friendly ways of heating and cooling your 
home because they don’t cause pollution or use 
up natural resources. It is a clean source of en¬ 
ergy because it burns no fuel (like oil or gas). It 
is a very safe form of energy because there are 
no open flames or combustible products near 
your home to cause an explosion or fire. 

Don’t lock out your cooperative 
Many members need to keep 

their property secure from un¬ 
wanted intruders, so they have 
locks on their gates. But South- 
Eastern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative needs access to our elec¬ 
tric lines and metering 
equipment in order to maintain 
and operate the system. 

For instance, cooperative 
personnel may need access to 
read the meter. Or, personnel 
may need access to lines in an 
outage or for other maintenance 
work. 

Locked gates pose no prob¬ 
lem when a “cooperative lock” is 
installed between your padlock 
and a link in the chain. 

Only authorized cooperative 
personnel have keys to these 
locks. Employees are diligent in 
locking the gate when they leave 
so your property remains se¬ 
cure. 

If you are one of the few who 
have a chained gate without a 
cooperative lock, we urge you to 
call and authorize installation of 
a cooperative lock. There is no 

lock 

charge or inconvenience to you. 
Cooperative access to the 

electric lines on your property is 
important for quality service, 
especially in emergencies. Call 
the member service department 
for more details at (618) 273- 
2611, or toll-free (800)833-2611. 
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Light right to save money 
Don’t use more light than you need. About 15 percent of the electricity we use in 

our homes goes into lighting. Most Americans over-light their homes, so using light¬ 
ing efficiently is an easy conservation measure. The U.S. Department of Energy has 
these suggestions. Some may be appropriate for your situation. 

Indoor lighting 
isrTurn off lights in any room 

not being used. 
fc^Light-zone your home and 

save electricity. Concentrate 
lighting in reading and working 
areas and where it’s needed for 
safety (stairwells, for example). 

isrTo reduce overall lighting 
in non-working spaces, remove 
one bulb out of three in multiple 
light fixtures and replace it with 
a burned-out bulb for safety. Re¬ 
place other bulbs throughout 
the house with bulbs of the next 
lower wattage. 

^Consider installing solid 
state dimmers or high-low 
switches when replacing light 
switches. They make it easy to 
reduce lighting intensity in a 
room and thus save energy. 

csr'Use one large bulb instead 
of several small ones in areas 
where bright light is needed. 

ts’llse compact fluorescent 
lights whenever you can; they 
give out more lumens per watt. 
These lights can fit into many in¬ 
candescent lamp sockets and 
provide the same quality of light. 
With efficiencies of 50-60 lu¬ 
mens per watt, the compact fluo¬ 
rescent lamps are three to four 
times more efficient than con¬ 
ventional bulbs and last 10 
times as long. For example, an 
18-watt compact fluorescent 
lamp produces the same amount 
of light as a 75-watt incandes¬ 
cent lamp. Although the initial 
cost is higher, the savings in 
electricity costs could pay for the 
compact fluorescent bulb in 
about a year. 

^Consider fluorescent light¬ 
ing for the kitchen sink and 
counter-top areas. These lights, 
set under kitchen cabinets and 
over counters, are pleasant and 
energy efficient. 

^Fluorescent lighting also is 
effective for makeup and groom¬ 
ing areas. Use 20-watt deluxe 
warm white lamps for these ar¬ 
eas. 

•s^Need new lamps? Consider 
the advantages of those with 
three-way switches. They make 
it easy to keep lighting levels low 
when intense light is not neces¬ 
sary. Use the high switch only 
for reading or other activities 
that require brighter light. 

^Always turn three-way 
bulbs down to the lowest light¬ 
ing level when watching televi¬ 
sion. You’ll reduce the glare and 
use less energy. 

B^Use low-wattage night- 
light bulbs. These come in 4- 
watt as well as 7-watt sizes. The 
4-watt bulb with a clear finish 
is almost as bright as the 7-watt 
frosted bulb, but uses about half 
as much energy. 

<®Try 50-watt reflector flood¬ 
lights in directional lamps (such 
as pole or spot lamps). These 
floodlights provide about the 
same amount of light as the 

standard 100-watt bulb but at 
half the wattage. 

«3Try 25-watt reflector flood 
bulbs in high-intensity portable 
lamps. They provide about the 
same amount of light but use 
less energy than the 40-watt 
bulbs that normally come with 
these lamps. 

"^Keep all lamps and light¬ 
ing fixtures clean. 

tsrYou can save on lighting 
energy through decorating. Light 
colors for walls, rugs, draperies, 
and upholstery reflect light and 
therefore reduce the amount of 
artificial light required. 

Outdoor lighting 
esrUse outdoor lights only 

when they are needed. One way 
to make sure they’re off during 
the daylight hours is to put them 
on a photocell unit or timer that 
will turn them off automatically. 

■^Consider installing solar- 
powered outdoor pathway lamps 
or high-efficiency sodium lamps 
for outdoor security lighting. 
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SURPLUS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 

OTY. DESCRIPTION 

2 1986 Brush Bandit Model JDC-100 Chippers with Wisconsin V765D air cooled gas en¬ 
gines. Fair condition. Minimum Bid $3,000.00. Units 16T & 22T. 

1 1991 Ford Explorer, 4X4, 4-door, 4.0 V6, 5-speed manual transmission, power steering, 
brakes, air, speed control, tilt wheel, AM/FM cassette radio, luggage rack, cloth captains 
chairs, rear window wiper/wash/defrost, Color: White with gray interior. 107,000 miles, 
good condition for model and miles. Minimum Bid: Low NADA book of $6,225.00. Unit 
15A. 

1 1991 Ford Explorer, 4X4, 4-door, 4.0 V6, auto transmission, power steering, brakes, air, 
speed control, tilt wheel, AM/FM cassette radio, luggage rack, cloth captains chairs, rear 
window wiper/defrost, Color: White with blue interior. 130,000 miles, good condition for 
model and miles. Minimum Bid: Low NADA book of $5,875.00. UNIT 17A. 

The above list of surplus equipment is available for sale. If interested, the equipment can be viewed 
at our Eldorado Office or contact Mr. Don Allen at (618) 273-2611 Ext. 160. Sealed Bids are due by 
September 12, 1996. Please designate the Unit Number you wish to bid on, your bid price, name, 
return address and telephone number. 

Please mark “SEALED BID” on the outside of your envelope and send it to: ATTENTION: Mr. Don 
Allen, SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc., P. O. Box 251, Eldorado, IL 62930 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggesstions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they 
are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main 
breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your 
wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the breaker to 
the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays 
(from 4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends 
to report outages or emergencies. If you do not re¬ 
ceive an answer or if the phone is busy, please call 1- 
800-833-2611 or 273-2611 (COLLECT) to report your 
outage or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answer¬ 
ing your call the account name and location number 
as it appears on the envelope that contains your bill¬ 
ing tickets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

In general, the purpose of this col¬ 
umn is to keep all members up to date 
on current events, major issues and 
other developments which might affect 
your Cooperative. From time to time, 
situations occur with a relatively small 
group of members which have the po¬ 
tential of adversely affecting the entire 
membership. 

An example of such a situation is 
when members rent out property and 
leave the electric account connected in 
the owner’s name, rather than having 
the tenant establish an account with 
the Cooperative. 

This arrangement is analogous to 
establishing a charge account at the 
local lumber yard and allowing tenants 
to freely purchase whatever they 
desire. The problem arises, of course, 
when the tenant moves from the prop¬ 
erty and owes the Cooperative a bill. 
Just as in the lumber yard example 
noted above, the property owner is 
clearly responsible for the debt of the 
tenant. 

In our situation, the Cooperative 
has already made a wholesale purchase 
of the product which is energy. It has 
been used by the tenant, but not paid 
for. Most property owners recognize 
their obligation to pay for debts estab¬ 
lished in their name, but a few feel 
these debts should be absorbed by the 
Cooperative. In reality, given the fact 
that SouthEastern is a not-for-profit 
organization, these individuals are 

asking you, the other member owners 
of SouthEastern to pay their debts. Our 
job as management is to look out for 
your best interest, and it is in your best 
interest for us to collect debts owed to 
the Cooperative. So if you are renting 
property to others, we strongly recom¬ 
mend having the tenants establish an 
account in their own name and caution 
against leaving the account in your 
name. 

See you next month, and as always, 
“We’ll keep the lights on for you.” 
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The area residents who were elected to the SEIEC Board of Trustees are congratulated by James M. “Mick” 
Cummins, manager. From left are Cummins, Sherry D. Gross of Elizabethtown, Robert Tiberend of Benton 
and Bill Cadle of Marion. Tiberend and Cadle were reelected; Gross was elected to her first term on the 
board, having been appointed to fill out the unexpired term of the late Neil Soward of Rosiclare. 

14 years without a rate increase! 
Two area men were reelected 

to three-year terms on SEIEC’s 
board of trustees, and an area 
woman was elected to her first 
term at the co-op’s member- 
owned 58th annual meeting held 
Tuesday, August 6, at Southeastern 
Illinois College, Harrisburg. Re¬ 
elected were Robert Tiberend of 
Benton and Bill Cadle of Marion. 
Sherry D. Gross of Elizabethtown 
was elected to her first full 
term. She was appointed by the 
board to fill out the unexpired 
term of the late Neil Soward of 
Rosiclare. 

In addition to electing 
trustees, members heard two 
welcome pieces of news. One was 
that SouthEastern will not have 
a rate increase in the next year, 
and the other was that the 
co-op plans to return more 
than $400,000 to members who 
received service in 1964-65. 

Speaking to some 750 mem¬ 
bers and guests, James M. “Mick” 

Cummins, manager, noted that 
the capital credits checks to 
the members would have gone 
instead to some distant investor, 
had they been customers of an 
electric company instead of mem¬ 
bers of an electric cooperative. 

“This cooperative belongs to 
each and every member in this 
room. Each member owns one 
share and it’s right and natural 
to be concerned about something 
you own. I want to tell you that 
your cooperative had another 
successful year in 1995. You own 
an electric system worth over 
$55 million, which generated 
operating margins of $937,000 
last year. While somewhat less 
than operating margins of previ¬ 
ous years, that was still enough 
to cover all debt and loan repay¬ 
ment requirements. 

“And those margins helped 
pay for system additions and 
improvements which amounted 
to over $3.8 million. These expen¬ 

ditures, though costly, are nec¬ 
essary in order to provide service 
to members, improve reliability 
for existing members, and to 
meet current and future elec¬ 
trical needs.” 

Cummins pointed out that 
SEIEC members had enjoyed 
some of the lowest residential 
rates in the state, paying an 
average of 8 cents per kilowatt- 
hour for their electricity. 

“Your neighbors served by 
Central Illinois Public Service 
Company paid 8.6 cents, and 

those served by Illinois Power 
Company paid 9.7 cents, and 
that figure does not include the 
fact that we intend to return over 
$400,000 in patronage capital 
this year. 

“I would like to remind you,” 
he continued, “that SouthEastern 
is one of the few locally owned 
corporations left in our area. 
Mergers and acquisitions have 
eliminated most of the others, the 
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end result being huge profit- 
driven conglomerates that are 
obsessed with moving closer to 
Wall Street, and away from the 
streets of southern Illinois.” 

Cummins noted that the 
quest for profit is spurring those 
conglomerates to promote the 
idea of “retail wheeling,” which 
would allow virtually any utility 
to serve virtually any customer, 
using any other utility’s power 
grids. “We are not opposed to 
the concept of retail wheeling,” 
he said, “however, our job as 
management is to look out for 
your best interest, and for retail 
wheeling to be in your best 
interest, it must benefit all of you, 
not just a select few. Safety and 
reliability must not suffer, and we 
cannot return to a situation of 
the 1930s when existing power 
suppliers chose not to serve 
unprofitable rural areas.” 

David Ramsey of Omaha, 
president, also stressed the dif¬ 
ference between the Wall Street 
companies and the locally owned 
cooperative. “One of the honored 

images in American history is the 
story of the little shop that grows 
into a thriving industry, like the 
tiny corner store that grows to a 
nationwide supermarket chain, 
or the handful of people with their 
newfangled airplanes who turned 
their dreams into an inter¬ 
national airline. 

“Little businesses may harbor 
those dreams, but anymore one 
might wonder about the value of 
bigness. In the last dozen years, 
the tide has turned for many of 
the great business successes. But 
throughout those upheavals 
among the giants of commerce, 
the electric cooperatives have 
steadily carried on, a vital part of 
their communities, still supplying 
the reliable service they were 
born to provide.” 

Ramsey also discussed the 
idea of retail wheeling, and 
remarked that a similar process, 
called “deregulation,” had taken 
place in several industries, with 
little benefit to the consumers. 
“At a glance, the idea sounds 
appealing: Let customers decide 

At left, James M. "Mick" 
Cummins, manager, left,and 
David Ramsey, president, present 
a plaque to Ada Soward in rec¬ 
ognition of the efforts of her late 
husband, Neil, long-time board 
member. Prize winners are pic¬ 
tured below. From left are SIEIC’s 
Greg Cruse, James Lippincott, 
Nellie Pease and Kay Davis. 

where to get their electricity, 
shopping for the best price. It 
may be a great idea, but if 
you’ll recall the deregulation of 
other industries, you see what 
usually happens to the smaller 
customers. Airplanes don’t 
land at your nearby airports 
anymore. The train doesn’t come 
through your town like it used to. 
The cross-country bus doesn’t 
stop. Have phone calls gotten 
cheaper? 

“Already,” he went on, “large 
utilities have closed their long¬ 
time offices in the small towns, 
setting up district offices farther 
away. Are these changes benefi¬ 
cial to the rural and small-town 
customer? I want to emphasize 
to you that your cooperative is 
more than just a pipeline for 
electricity. It is a source of many 
valuable services. It is a presence 
in your community, and a suc¬ 
cess story that continues to serve 
as other businesses come and go. 
What’s more, it’s yours.” 

James J. “Jamie” Scherrer of 
Equality, secretary-treasurer, 
reported that the co-op’s op¬ 
erating revenues for 1995 had 
amounted to $34,146,000, down 
slightly from the previous year’s 
$35,930,000. Operating ex¬ 
penses, he added, had come to 
$33,209,000, also somewhat 
less than last year’s $33,478,000. 
SouthEastern paid out $517,000 
in taxes, he added. 

After the meeting the board 
met in reorganizational session 
and elected Tiberend president, 
W. S. Richardson of Ewing vice 
president, and reelected Scherrer 
secretary-treasurer. 
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Shock-proof your workplace 
Before you start work, check 

electric cords for wear. If you’re 
working outside, be sure tools and 
extension cords are suitable for 
outdoor use. Are cords free of oil, 
heat and corrosive chemicals? 
Never yank, kink or bend cords. 
Unwind them fully before use, and 
store loosely coiled in a dry place. 

Never carry a power tool by 
its cord. Be sure a tool is 
switched “off’ before plugging or 
unplugging; this protects you as 
well as the next person who uses 
it. When using portable power 
tools, keep the cord behind you 
where it can’t be cut. 

Dirt and dampness increase 
the risk of shock. Keep your 
tools, work area and storage space 
clean and dry. When cleaning 
electrical equipment, be sure it’s 
unplugged. 
Protect yourself and others 
when working near power lines 

Locate nearby overhead and 
underground lines. Warn others 
about nearby power lines and 

other electrical hazards. Keep 
your distance. Make sure booms, 
poles, ladders, antennae and 
other equipment clear lines by at 
least 10 feet in every direction. 
Never use metal poles or ladders 
near power lines. 

If your vehicle is touching 
a power line and you cannot 
safely drive away from the line, 
stay inside and wait for rescue 
workers. Warn others to stay 
away from the vehicle. If you 
must get out because of fire or 
other danger, jump out without 
touching the vehicle and the 
ground at the same time. 

Don’t touch anyone in contact 
with a power source. Instead, 
unplug equipment or cut power 
at the control panel. 

Never touch a fallen power 
line or anything or anyone that 
comes in contact with it. 

If electrical equipment catches 
fire unplug it, or interrupt power 
at the main switch. Be sure to tell 
the fire department it’s an elec¬ 

trical fire. If it’s small, use a multi¬ 
purpose fire extinguisher. If you 
doubt that you can put it out, 
leave and take everyone with you. 
Remember, never use water on an 
electrical fire. 
The safety habit 

It’s more than following rules. 
Make safe work habits second 
nature. Look out for everyone. 

Stay alert. Many electrical 
injuries could be prevented if 
people were alert to hazards. Stay 
aware by keeping focused on your 
job. 

Avoid unsafe shortcuts. It 
might take a little longer to keep 
your area clean and dry, or 
inspect cords for wear, but it’s 
certainly worth the time if it 
prevents shock or fire. 

Use personal protective equip¬ 
ment. Personal protective equip¬ 
ment is your first line of defense 
against shock and electrical 
burns. Wear nonconductive pro¬ 
tection and use insulated tools. 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggesstions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your ser¬ 
vice panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “ON” position. 

2. If you nave a meter pole, check the main breaker 
panel just below the meter socket. If the breaker is in 
the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring ap¬ 
pears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” posi¬ 
tion. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays 
(from 4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to 
report outages or emergencies. If you do not receive 
an answer or if the phone is busy, please call 1-800- 
833-2611 or 273-2611 (COLLECT) to report your out¬ 
age or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering 
your call the account name and location number as it 
appears on the envelope that contains your billing tick¬ 
ets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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The SOOTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Some thirty years ago, on October 1, 
1963, the first electric energy generated 
by Southern Illinois Power Cooperative 
(SIPC) began flowing into the homes of 
SouthEastern members. 

Since that time, your Cooperative has 
purchased all of its energy requirements 
from SIPC and a great deal of our suc¬ 
cess can be directly attributed to SIPC 
and its on-going cost reduction efforts. 

SIPC, located between Marion and 
Goreville, Illinois, is a generation and 
transmission cooperative that's controlled 
by three-member distribution systems; 
namely, Egyptian Electric Cooperative at 
Steeleville, Illinois; SouthEastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative at Eldorado, Illinois; 
and Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive located at Dongola, Illinois. 

Each distribution cooperative has four 
representatives who serve as Directors on 
the Southern Illinois Power Cooperative 
Board. As a result of this configuration, 
the distribution cooperatives are able to 
exercise some degree of control on future 
power costs and availability. 

SIPC began life as a "paper organiza¬ 
tion" back in October of 1948 as the re¬ 
sult of on-going discussions and power 
costs studies conducted by the City of 
Cairo, Egyptian Electric Cooperative, 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, and Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative. Each participant in these 
discussions and studies continued to 
purchase bulk power from other sources 
until 1957 when escalating costs again 
revived interest in finding a reasonably 
priced alternative source of bulk power. 

In December of 1957, the three dis¬ 
tribution cooperatives ventured out on 
their own and the "paper corporation" 
applied for an "REA" loan in 1959 to con¬ 
struct a cooling lake and generation plant 
just south of Marion, Illinois. The loan was 
approved in 1960 and construction on the 
lake and plant began in 1961. 

This lake, now known as the Lake of 
Egypt, is approximately seven miles long, 
has 93 miles of shoreline and has an av¬ 
erage depth of eighteen and one-half feet. 
In addition to its primary purpose as a 
cooling lake for SIPC's 272 megawatts of 
generating capacity, the lake supports a 
variety of recreational uses and is "home" 
to many Williamson and Johnson County 
residents. In addition, the lake supplies 
up to one million gallons of water daily to 
the local water district, a factor which has 
contributed significantly to economic de¬ 
velopment and the quality of life in the 
area surrounding the lake. 

The growth occurring in the Marion 
area is impressive and SIPC is certainly 
one of the primary contributors to this 
development. SIPC not only burns locally 
mined coal, but also employs 104 full¬ 
time personnel. In 1995, SIPC paid 
$1,182,953 in local property taxes and 
in addition, paid over $800,000 in local 
sales taxes. These factors are stark testi¬ 
mony of SIPC's commitment to the nine¬ 
teen counties lying between the 
Mississippi and Ohio Rivers, the area we 
call Southern Illinois. 

See you next month, and as always, 
'Well keep the lights on for you. 
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The Figures 
Don’t Lie! 

Figures from the U.S. Department of Energy and 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture on federal financ¬ 
ing of electric utilities (see the box below) show that 
electric co-ops receive the least amount of federal 
monetary assistance per consumer than either the 
investor-owned or municipal utilities. 

The assistance to co-ops is in the form of alower- 
than-market interest rate on loans. The bonds of 
municipal utilities are tax exempt. Investor-owned 
utilities keep the federal taxes they collect from their 
customers which amounts to interest-free loans. 

Electric 
Water 

Heaters 
Safer Than 

Gas 
According to a study by the 

National Fire Protection Agency, 
heating water with electricity is 
seven times safer than heating with 

gas (manufactured natural gas). The 
agency found that gas water heaters cause seven 
times as many home fires as electric water heaters! 

Some additional reasons why you should have 
an electric water heater: 

• Electric water heaters can be placed virtually 
anywhere because there is no need for a flue or 
a vent. 

• Electric water heaters do not create heat from 

Federal Assistance To Electric Utilities 
RURAL ELECTRIC CO-OPS 
1. Number of systems 915 
2. Total RUS loans outstanding 
3. Annual cost to gov't 

$11,698,818,000 

(7.27% minus 4.40% RUS rate) $347,455,000 
4. Total customers 11,482,000 
5. Assistance per customer 
INVESTOR-OWNED SYSTEMS 

$30.26 

1. Number of systems 254 
2. Total retained taxes $76,607,781,000 
3. Annual cost to gov't (at 7.37%) $5,645,993,000 
4. Total customers 87,560,000 
5. Assistance per customer 
MUNICIPAL (CITY-OWNED) SYSTEMS 

$64.48 

1. Number of systems 503* 
2. Tax-exempt bonds outstanding $77,480,231,000 
3. Total interest paid 
4. Annual cost to gov’t 

$4,440,943,000 

(24% tax rate times interest) $1,065,826,000 
5. Total customers 13,333,000 
6. Assistance per customer $79.94 

*503 out of 2,005 reported statistics to DOE 
SOURCE: U.S. DOE. USDA 

burning something. There are no products of 
combustion, no danger of explosion from gas 
leaks, no threat of carbon monoxide poisoning, 
and indoor air quality is not compromised. 

• Electric water heaters do not require the pur¬ 
chase of carbon monoxide alarms. 

• Electric water heaters require less maintenance 
because there is no pilot light, no vent, no flue 
nor a heat exchanger that can corrode. 

• Electric water heaters have more insulation 
than most gas models because they can be in¬ 
sulated on all sides - including the top and the 
bottom. 

• Electric water heaters are more efficient than 
gas. The electric heating elements are in direct 
contact with the water so they are 100 percent 
efficient, while a gas water heater loses 40-60 
percent of its heat up the flue. 

• Corn Belt Electric will give you up to $125 cash 
toward the purchase of an electric water heater. 

Don't forget to vote on Nov. 5th. 

Our office will be closed on 

Monday, Nov.l 1, in observance of Veterans Day 

and Thursday, Nov. 28, and Friday, Nov.29 

in observance of Thanksgiving. 
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Light right to save money 
Don’t use more light than you need. About 15 

percent of the electricity we use in our homes goes 
into lighting. Most Americans over-light their 
homes, so using lighting efficiently is an easy 
conservation measure. The U.S. De¬ 
partment of Energy has these 
suggestions. Some may be appro-   ij!liji|.: .ii 
priate for your situation. IHIHIM 

Indoor lighting 

Turn off lights in any 
room not being used. 

Light-zone your home and save 
electricity. Concentrate lighting in read¬ 
ing and working areas and where it’s 
needed for safety (stairwells, for example). 

"'*• To reduce overall lighting in non-working 
spaces, remove one bulb out of three in multiple 
light fixtures and replace it with a burned-out 
bulb for safety. Replace other bulbs throughout 
the house with bulbs of the next lower wattage. 

in#' Consider installing solid state dimmers or 
high-low switches when replacing light switches. 
They make it easy to reduce lighting intensity in 
a room and thus save energy. 

"# Use one large bulb instead of several small 
ones in areas where bright light is needed. 

makeup and grooming areas. Use 20-watt deluxe 
warm white lamps for these areas. 

Need new lamps? Consider the advantages 
of those with three-way switches. 
They make it easy to keep lighting 
levels low when intense light is not 
necessary. Use the high switch only 
for reading or other activities that 

require brighter light. 

iniinip' '«#• Always turn 
three-way bulbs down to the 

lowest lighting level when watch¬ 
ing television. You’ll reduce the glare 

and use less energy. 

"# Use low-wattage night-light bulbs. 
These come in 4-watt as well as 7-watt sizes. 

The 4-watt bulb with a clear finish is almost as 
bright as the 7-watt frosted bulb, but uses about 
half as much energy. 

Try 50-watt reflector floodlights in direc¬ 
tional lamps (such as pole or spot lamps). These 
floodlights provide about the same amount of light 
as the standard 100-watt bulb but at half the watt¬ 
age. 

"# Try 25-watt reflector flood bulbs in high- 
intensity portable lamps. They provide about the 
same amount of light but use less energy than 
the 40-watt bulbs that normally come with these 
lamps. 

"# Use compact fluorescent lights whenever 
you can; they give out more lumens per watt. 
These lights can fit into many incandescent lamp 
sockets and provide the same quality of light. With 
efficiencies of 50-60 lumens per watt, the com¬ 
pact fluorescent lamps are three to four times 
more efficient than conventional bulbs and last 
10 times as long. For example, an 18-watt com¬ 
pact fluorescent lamp produces the same amount 
of light as a 75-watt incandescent lamp. Although 
the initial cost is higher, the savings in electricity 
costs could pay for the compact fluorescent bulb 
in about a year. 

Consider fluorescent lighting for the kitchen 
sink and counter-top areas. These lights, set 
under kitchen cabinets and over counters, are 
pleasant and energy efficient. 

"# Fluorescent lighting also is effective for 

"# Keep all lamps and lighting fixtures clean. 

in# You can save on lighting energy through 
decorating. Light colors for walls, rugs, draper¬ 
ies, and upholstery reflect light and therefore re¬ 
duce the amount of artificial light required. 

Outdoor lighting 

"# Use outdoor lights only when they are 
needed. One way to make sure they’re off during 
the daylight hours is to put them on a photocell 
unit or timer that will turn them off automati¬ 
cally. 

II# Consider installing solar-powered out¬ 
door pathway lamps or high-efficiency sodium 
lamps for outdoor security lighting. 
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The co-op principles 
• Voluntary and Open Mem¬ 
bership—Cooperatives are vol¬ 
untary organizations, open to all 
persons able to use their ser¬ 
vices and willing to accept the 
responsibilities of membership, 
without gender, social, racial, 
political or religious discrimina¬ 
tion. 
• Democratic Member Con¬ 
trol—Cooperatives are demo¬ 
cratic organizations controlled 
by their members, who actively 
participate in setting their poli¬ 
cies and making decisions. Men 
and women serving as elected 
representatives are accountable 
to the membership. In primary 
cooperatives, members have 
equal voting rights (one member, 
one vote) and cooperatives at 
other levels are organized in a 
democratic manner. 
• Member Economic Partici¬ 
pation—Members contribute 
equitably to, and democratically 
control, the capital of their co¬ 

operative. At least part of that 
capital is usually the common 
property of the cooperative. They 
usually receive limited compen¬ 
sation, if any, on capital sub¬ 
scribed as a condition of 
membership. Members allocate 
surpluses for any or all of the fol¬ 
lowing purposes; developing the 
cooperative, possibly by setting 
up reserves, part of which at 
least would be indivisible; ben¬ 
efiting members in proportion to 
their transactions with the co¬ 
operative; and supporting other 
activities approved by the mem¬ 
bership. 
• Autonomy and Indepen¬ 
dence—Cooperatives are au¬ 
tonomous self-help 
organizations controlled by their 
members. If they enter into 
agreements with other organiza¬ 
tions, including governments, or 
raise capital from external 
sources, they do so on terms 
that ensure democratic control 

by their members and maintain 
their cooperative autonomy. 
• Education, Training and 
Information—Cooperatives 
provide education and training 
for their members, elected rep¬ 
resentatives, managers and em¬ 
ployees so they can contribute 
effectively to the development of 
their cooperatives. They inform 
the general public particularly 
young people and opinion lead¬ 
ers—about the nature and ben¬ 
efits of cooperation. 
• Cooperation among Coop¬ 
eratives—Cooperatives serve 
their members most effectively 
and strengthen the cooperative 
movement by working together, 
through local, national, regional 
and international structures. 
• Concern for Community— 
While focusing on members 
needs, cooperatives work for the 
sustainable development of their 
communities through policies 
accepted by their members. 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggesstions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they 
are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main 
breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your 
wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the breaker to 
the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays 
(from 4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends 
to report outages or emergencies. If you do not re¬ 
ceive an answer or if the phone is busy, please call 1- 
800-833-2611 or 273-2611 (COLLECT) to report your 
outage or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answer¬ 
ing your call the account name and location number 
as it appears on the envelope that contains your bill¬ 
ing tickets. 

1 -800-833-2611 
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The SOOTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Propane gas prices are projected to 
Increase significantly in the next few 
months, so if you are building a new 
home with propane heat, or thinking 
about adding central air conditioning to 
your old propane heating system, now 
might be the time to consider an add¬ 
on heat pump. These units can be ret¬ 
rofitted to any existing or new central 
propane heating system. Add-on heat 
pumps use electricity to supply up to 
80 percent of your heating needs, and 
100 percent of your cooling require¬ 
ments. 

The only difference between these 
units and regular heat pumps is the fact 
that the remaining 20 percent of your 
heat requirement is supplied by propane 

instead of electricity. Add-on heat 
pumps have the advantage of offering 
savings of up to 30 percent over stan¬ 
dard heating systems and they extend 
the period between tank refills, enabling 
the customer to be more price selective. 

The disadvantage of these units is 
the fact that they are slightly more ex¬ 
pensive to purchase and install. Your 
cooperative, however, is willing to help 
you defray this additional expense by 
providing a rebate of $300 to any mem¬ 
ber who installs an add-on heat pump 
to a new or existing propane furnace. 

Please contact us at 1/800-833- 
2611 for more details and remember, 
“We’ll keep the lights (and heat) on for 
you.” 

Have a bright and happy holiday 
1. Never leave tree lights on all night or when you’re not at home. 
2. Make sure there are no exposed wires on your tree lights and don’t 
overload extension cords. 
3. Give your live tree plenty of water to keep it from drying out. 
4. Never burn your Christmas tree in a fireplace. The dry needles are al¬ 
most explosive and could start a chimney fire. 
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Preventing electrical fires 
Unexplained fires often are 

blamed on electrical faults. 
This answer often is too easy. 
It solves the mystery without 
really blaming anyone for the 
fire. It’s true hidden wiring 
defects can cause fires, but 
more often electrical fires are 
caused by misuse of electrical 
equipment and/or poorly in¬ 
stalled wiring. 

Electrical fires are often 
caused by overloading the wir¬ 
ing system. This is not uncom¬ 
mon during the heating season 
when electrical space heaters 
are placed on a circuit already 
loaded with other appliances. 
Each wire size has a maximum 
amount of current it can carry 
without overheating. As long as 
the fuses or circuit breakers are 
matched to the wire size there 
normally should not be a prob¬ 
lem. But it is possible to have 
an extension cord overheat 
without blowing the fuse. 
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Most appliance fires can be 
prevented by making sure the 
motor doesn’t overheat. Dust 
and poor ventilation are two 
problems you can take care of. 
Keeping the motor clean, lu¬ 
bricated and ventilated re¬ 
duces the fire risk and 
increases the life and effi¬ 
ciency of the appliance motor. 

Make sure appliance cords 
are kept in good condition. If 
an appliance makes a funny 
noise, does not work, or has a 
burnt smell, unplug it imme¬ 
diately. Malfunctioning appli¬ 
ances, at the very least, 
increase your electric bill; at 
the worst they can burn your 
house down. 

Wiring Problem 
Warnings 

You often can spot wiring 
problems if you watch for the 
following signals. If they occur, 
have a qualified electrician 
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check the wiring right away. 
• Do fuses blow or breakers 

often trip? 
• Do lights dim or does the 

TV picture shrink when ap¬ 
pliances switch on? 

• Is the switch box warm to 
the touch? 

• Do you have trouble with 
faltering motors? 
If you have added new ap¬ 

pliances or other electrical load, 
it could overload a circuit. Large 
loads like water heaters, freez¬ 
ers, dryers, heaters, arc weld¬ 
ers, or electric motors may 
require a wiring upgrade. 

The circuit panel should be 
checked occasionally for signs 
of overheating such as discol¬ 
oration and melting of insula¬ 
tion. Also tightening screws in 
the fuse box can prevent flick¬ 
ering and excessive heating of 
terminals. Do not allow anyone 
to work on the wiring without 
first turning off all breakers. 



What it 
takes 

to be a 
lineman 
Have you ever wondered 

what it’s like to be a lineman? 
It has always taken courage, 
strength and dedication, but 
today more than ever it takes 
lots of training and technical 
expertise. Linemen have to 
overcome wind, rain, light¬ 
ning, ice, dogs, locked gates 
and lost sleep in order to keep 
our lights on. Patience and 
understanding also come in 
handy when a customer with¬ 
out lights wants to deliver a 
piece of their mind. 

Linemen are the electric 
soldiers out there on the front 
line, daily placing themselves 
in potentially dangerous work 
situations so we can enjoy the 
benefits of electricity. Our line¬ 
men have to be highly skilled, 
well trained, and committed. 
They are. Continuing educa¬ 
tion is essential to a lineman’s 
ability to do his job, it also can 
save his life. Here at 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, we hold safety 
meetings and provide training 
for our linemen through the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperative’s training pro¬ 
gram. Many of our linemen al- 
ready have passed this 
demanding training program. 

Providing the quality elec¬ 
tric service you want, when 
you choose to use it, and 
where you choose to use it has 
never been an easy job. No 
matter how well our lines are 
engineered, or how well our 
linemen maintain them, 
mother nature always will 
present challenges to over¬ 
come. Most linemen will tell 
you they like working out¬ 

doors. And on bright sunny 
days we might envy them. But 
let’s face it, most outages hap¬ 
pen during storms when all of 
us sitting at home, warm and 
dry, wouldn’t volunteer to 
climb a pole with lightning 
flashing all around. That kind 
of work takes a special breed. 

Help keep 
our linemen safe 

One challenge our linemen 
shouldn’t have to deal with is 
climbing a pole with nails and 
staples. Some people think 
utility poles are the perfect 
place to advertise 
a garage sale, di- 
rections to a 
party, or cam¬ 
paign signs. Fences, 
birdhouses, unau¬ 
thorized lights, and 
even basketball hoops 
have been attached to 
poles. Placing anything on a 
utility pole creates an unnec¬ 
essary danger for linemen and 
others. 

Signs on poles cause prob¬ 
lems even if they are removed. 
Just one small nail or tack 
left in the pole can 
lead to injury in 
several ways. 

Linemen wear 
special climbing 
gear with sharp 
spurs or gaffs that 
dig into the pole. If 
the gaff hits a nail 
instead of wood, a 
lineman can miss 
safe footing and fall. 
Or, the sharp edge 
could snag the 
rubber protec¬ 
tion he wears 
and cause him to 
receive a fatal shock 
once he reaches the 
energized wires. One 
small pinhole is all it takes 
to ruin the protective gear. 

SouthEastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative also 
has been called with com¬ 
plaints about signs placed 
near intersections. These 

signs can obstruct a driver’s 
view and could lead to an ac¬ 
cident. 

To help keep the cooper¬ 
ative’s electrical system work¬ 
ing properly and safely, please 
find other ways to advertise 
sales and parties, or install 
fences, basketball hoops or 
other items. Poles are for elec¬ 
tric lines. Please find a better 
place for signs 
and fences. 
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New members of your cooperative 
Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became 
a part of the cooperative family in May and June 1996! 

May 
Lorraine Angio 
Gary R. Belcher 
Gary T. Brush 
Jerry Glasco 
Steven Kalaher 
Deborah E. Monical 
Michael L. 

Robertson 
J. Sine 
Larry Summers II 
David Vancil 
Vernon L. Keen 
Anthony Cortese 
Robert Wilson 
Anthony C. Owens 
Judy Elaine 

Mitchell 
Donnie Graves 
Rodney A. Street 
David M. Dickman 
Danny J. English 
Cynthia L. Allen 
Randy Zoeller 
Trail Riders 

Club Inc. 
Toby Neil Reed 
Allen R. Koon 
Robert E. Kielion 
Darrel D. Auch 

Rhonda K. Biddle 
William E. Childers 
George Goddard 
Wanda Martin 
Otis E. Oxford 
Scott Robinson 
Chad Stewart 
Tim Troutt 
Jeresa A. M. Walker 
Michael D. 

Crownover 
Rose F. Harris 
Brian Williams 
Fay Hanlon 
David E. Lyles 
Lyle D. Williams 
Henry Dorn 
Paul Hampton 
John R. Dunbar 
U. S. Postal Office 
Wanda R. Winters 
The NM/Coal 

Mining 
Arthur A. Aleman 
Sam Beals 
Charles W. Theis 
Jerry R. Barter 
Mary Bridgeman 
Curtis S. O’Faton 
Charles Eric Hall 

Wendell E. Mayfield 
Harold E. Pippin 
Leon G. Scroggins 
James D. Sullivan 
Ramona Twellman 
Jeff Wilkerson 
Joyce Jones 
William C. Wyant 
Regina Robertson 
Dennis McCarver 
Danny E. Dillon 
Harrie M. Williams 
Scott Camp 
Robin L. Davis 
Lynn Kay Schroth 
Stephen Eric Smith 
Taylor Oil Co. 
Bonnie Bailey 
Loretta Fofar 
Diane Holt 
Guido D. Vallera 
June 
George Wiedrich 
Norman D. Betts 
Paulean G. Carrara 
Val Cox Sr. 
Dr. James C. Denny 
Mary A. Foss 
Kevin L. Fuller 
Marna J. Heron 

Michael Jackson 
Brian Joyner 
James M. Key, Jr. 
C. J. McKenzie 
Tom Martin 
Arthur L. Mense 
John Morgan 
Peggy Odom 
Cornelious Phipps 
Raymond Rick 
Wendell B. Shane 
Jane Diuguid 

Thompson 
Steve Webb 
Larry D. Price 
Tom Arnold 
Merrie Ann Bowling 
Beveryl Clouse 
Connie Cress 
Paul D. Dixon 
Kenneth E. Fricker 
Rodney F. Gilbert 
Dennis V. Hughes 
Rodney Johnson 
Jeffrey K. Jurgens 
Earl Kincaid 
Paul A. Marler 
Frank Mathaey 
Gregg Alan Miner 
Kathy Mossman 

Lori M. Pemberton 
Brenda Pratt 
Ronald C. Ricketts 
Ryan Smith 
Wayne Van Deursen 
Phyllis Weinhoffer 
Dennis Dozier 
Brett Baugher 
Anthony Brent 
Michelle Cole 
Jason Cutsinger 
Thomas N. Evans 
Roy Friend 
Tameko Hargett 
Marabeth Jackson 
Lester R. Jordan 
Steve W. Keppner 
Jerry Lynn 

Lingle Jr. 
Colin L. Martin 
Gary D. Mayberry 
Ann M. Mitchell 
Sabrina Murphy 
Thomas H. Phalp 
Edward Richardson 
Jarrod Selby 
Casey Teckenbrock 
George Vopinek 
James Whitt Sr. 
Kevin Reichert 

Power Outage 
JEFFERSON CO. If your power goes off, we offer these suggesstions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they 
are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main 
breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your 
wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the breaker to 
the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays 
(from 4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends 
to report outages or emergencies. If you do not re¬ 
ceive an answer or if the phone is busy, please call 1- 
800-833-2611 or 273-2611 (COLLECT) to report your 
outage or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answer¬ 
ing your call the account name and location number 
as it appears on the envelope that contains your bill¬ 
ing tickets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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