
CHRISTMAS TREE 

FIRE ALARM 
The Tree Ornament That Helps You Have A Safe Christmas! 

This attractive ornament may save a life! 

A Christmas Tree can ignite and burn 
within a few seconds! By the time conventional 
smoke & fire detectors sense the blaze, an en¬ 
tire room could be on fire! 

The heads up! Christmas Tree Fire Alarm 
is designed to provide you with those few pre¬ 
cious seconds needed to prevent a tragedy from 
occurring. 

The alarm operates on a nine volt battery 
and is designed to emit a piercing 110 decibel 
siren if it detects temperatures above 113° F/ 
45°C. 

Safe, Convenient 
& Easy To Use! 

The alarm features integrated electronic 
circuitry, a low battery indicator, and performs 
a self diagnostic to check for malfunctions. To operate, simply unscrew the casing, insert a nine-volt 
battery, and replace the casing. Hang the ornament about three-quarters of the way up the tree. The 
battery should last about 30 days when used 24 hours per day. 

Prevent a possible tragedy with the heads up! Christmas Tree Fire Alarm! 
These attractive ornaments are available at the cooperative office for the low price f $5.25. 

If you would like more details on how you can get an ornament that may save your life, please feel 
free to call us at 1-800-872-1203. 

A Safe Christmas tree 
Decorations and lights are all part of the joy and excitement of the holiday season. Here are some 

tips on holiday electric safety. 
• Inspect tree lights for cracked or loose sockets, exposed wires, and frayed, broken, and scorched 

insulation. As you unpack stored lights, take the time to check each set. 
• All cords should be completely insulated and all sockets attached firmly to the cords. 
• Live trees should be kept in water to avoid drying and becoming brittle. Check the water level 

daily. 
• Never use indoor lights outdoors. 
• When placing outdoor lighting, make sure ladders are way from overhead power lines. 
• If you use an artificial Christmas tree, be sure that it is certified fire-resistant. 
• Keep paper and tinsel away from hot lights. 
• Don’t overload home circuits with too many plugs or lights. 
• Unplug all decorative lighting before going to bed. 

I2d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ DECEMBER 1996 



We’re serving up 
the hottest dish 

in town. 
So why not stop by today for a 

taste of DIRECTV® 

• DBS equipment starting at $399.00. 
• Up to 175 channels available for about 

a dollar a day. 
• 90 days interest-free with approved credit. 
• Financing options available. 

Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program 

If you need assistance to pay your electric bill, 
you may be eligible to participate in the Low In¬ 
come Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). 
For details of this program you may wish to con¬ 
tact an agent in your area. 

Logan, Mason and Menard county residents 
should contact: 

Central Illinois Economic Development 
Corporation 
1800 5th Street 
Lincoln, IL 62656 
Phone (217)732-2159 

Macon County residents should contact: 
Decatur-Macon Community Opportunities 
Corporation 
1122 East Marietta Street 
Decatur, IL 62521 
Phone (217)428-2193 

Cass and Morgan county residents should con¬ 
tact: 

MCS Community Services 
345 West State Street 
Jacksonville, IL 62651 
Phone (217)243-9404 

Sangamon County residents should contact: 
Sangamon County Department of 
Community Services 
200 South 9th Street, Room 311 
Springfield, IL 62701 
Phone (217)535-3120 

Tazewell County residents should contact: 
Tazwood Community Services, Inc. 
2005 S. Main Street 
Morton, IL 61550-1540 
Phone (309)694-4391 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of direc¬ 

tors held its regular monthly meeting on Tues¬ 
day, Oct. 29, in the office at Petersburg. The 
meeting was called to order at 7 p.m.. Central 
Standard Time, by president Warren D. Goetsch. 
Directors present in addition to president Goetsch 
were: Edward L. Allspach, Morris L. Bell, Jerry 
W. Brooks, Michael E. Carls, James G. Graff, Gary 
L. Martin, Roy H. Seaney and Meredith L. Worner. 
Also present were manager Dorland W. Smith, 
staff assistant Gerald E. Hedberg, and attorney 
Charles K. Smith. 

After roll call, the agenda for the meeting was 
approved as presented. 

The minutes of the Sept. 24 board meeting 
were approved as previously mailed. 

The board approved inventory-of-work orders 
for September in the amount of $50,592.91. The 
board reviewed general fund checks #120128 
through 120356 amounting to $1,550,392.79. 
After discussion, the payment of bills was ap¬ 
proved. 

The board approved 52 membership applica¬ 
tions and 19 membership permits for September. 

Manager Smith reviewed the financial reports 
for September. Revenue was less than budgeted 
by $40,000 in September and power cost was less 
than budgeted by about $30,000. Expenses were 
lower than budget causing margins to equal the 
budget for the month. Year-to-date financial per¬ 
formance remains above budget. At the end of 
September, year-to-date margins equal approxi¬ 
mately $945,000. Cash level and performance ra¬ 
tios continue to be consistent with those needed 
at this time of year and should result in accept¬ 
able amounts at year end. Total utility plant at 
the end of September is about $27.7 million. The 
ownership equity ratio is now greater than 36 
percent. The number of meters served in Septem¬ 
ber was 9,107, an increase of 102 over last year. 

The amount of electricity used by farm and resi¬ 
dential accounts is above 950 kilowatt hours. The 
number of outages and average outage hours per 
member are higher this September, but year-to- 
date averages are less than at the same time last 
year. There were two reportable employee inju¬ 
ries during the month of September. Manager 
Smith informed the board that the cooperative 
achieved safety accreditation by the NRECA. 

Manager Smith presented the results of the 
recent load management season. 

The member services report for the 3rd quar¬ 
ter of 1996 was approved as presented. 

Departmental budgets for 1997 were pre¬ 
sented by the staff. Making the budget presenta¬ 
tions were general foreman Terry W. Entwistle; 
office manager Wayne E. Jones; member services 
adviser Kevin D. Keiser; staff assistant Gerald E. 
Hedberg; systems engineer David H. Crosnoe; and 
manager of human resources Stuart W. Churchill. 

Selection of insurance coverage for the coop¬ 
erative for 1997 and 1998 was made after consid¬ 
eration of alternatives. 

The board approved the director’s special-oc¬ 
casion vouchers for the month. 

A committee of board members was appointed 
to consider ways of obtaining local-access links 
to the Internet. 

Manager Smith reported on the activities of 
Soyland. Registration for the NRECA national an¬ 
nual meeting in March was discussed. A delegate 
was appointed for the special meeting of the Illi¬ 
nois Statewide Power Association. 

Staff assistant Hedberg reviewed the status 
of capital credit refunds to estates. 

Manager Smith reported on the activities of 
the Illinois Cooperative Workers Compensation 
Group. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 p.m. The 
next board meeting will be held Nov. 26 at 7 p.m. 
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Board of directors 

Warren D. Goetsch, President 
Gary L. Martin, Vice President 
Meredith L. Worner, Secretary 
Roy H. Seaney, Treasurer 

James G. Graff 

Cooperative personnel 

Edward L. Allspach 
Morris L. Bell 
Jerry W. Brooks 
Michael E. Carls 

best to you 

Borland W. Smith, Manager 
Janey L. Ames 
Randolph J. Avery 
Mark A. Bradley 
Robert P. Burris 
Stuart Churchill 
David H. Crosnoe 
Terry L. Cutright 
W. R. (Casey) Duncheon 
Terry W. Entwistle 
MaryAnn Fisher 
M. Suzanne Freeland 

James T. Haddick 
Ronny R. Harden 
Gerald E. Hedberg 
Dwaine E. Heyen 
Christopher P. Hinton 
Alan D. Horn 
Wayne E. Jones 
Kevin D. Keiser 
M. Orene Lynn 
Phyllis A. McCoy 
Darlene M. McGee 
Brock D. Meyer 

John D. (Dan) Morgan 
Douglas S. Pettit 
Larry D. Power 
Judith A. Powers 
Donald R. Riser 
Rhonda K. Satorius 
Leo P. Savage 
Troy S. Shafer 
Corey M. Stone 
Marcel Verreault 
John H. Whitehurst 

Office closing 
The cooperative office will be closed on 

Tuesday, Dec. 24 and Wednesday, Dec. 25 
in order that we may celebrate Christmas with our friends and families. 

Normal business hours will resume on Thursday, Dec. 26. 

Your cooperative also will be closed on 
Wednesday, Jan. 1 in celebration of the New Year. 

The office will be open for business on Thursday, Jan. 2. 
Happy New Year! 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s Board of Direc¬ 

tors held its regular monthly meeting on Tues¬ 
day, September 24, 1996, in the office at 
Petersburg. The meeting was called to order at 
7:00 p.m.. Central Daylight Time, by Vice-Presi¬ 
dent Gary L. Martin. Directors present in addi¬ 
tion to vice-president Martin were: Morris L. Bell, 
Jerry W. Brooks, Michael E. Carls, James G. Graff, 
Roy H. Seaney and Meredith L. Worner. Also 
present were manager Borland W. Smith, staff 
assistant Gerald E. Hedberg, and attorney Charles 
K. Smith. President Warren Goetsch and Direc¬ 
tor Allspach were absent from the meeting. 

After roll call, the agenda for the meeting was 
approved as presented. 

The Minutes of the August 27, 1996 board 
meeting were approved as previously mailed. 

The board approved Inventory of Work orders 
for August 1996 in the amount of $59,781.72. 
The board reviewed general fund checks # 119854 
thru 120127 amounting to $1,645,369.66. After 
discussion, the payment of bills were approved. 

The board approved 69 Membership Applica¬ 
tions and 8 Membership Permits for August 1996. 
In addition, three (3) Agreements for Electric Ser¬ 
vice were approved for the month. 

Gordon M. Olsen, Communications Director 
for the Association of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives arrived and reviewed the results of the 
member’s survey. 

Manager Smith reviewed the financial reports 
for August. Revenue was less than budget by more 
than $100,000 in August and power cost exceeded 
budget by about $60,000. Adding greater than 
budget expenses in August to lower than budget 
revenue cause margins to be less than budget by 
nearly $76,000. Year to date financial performance 
remains, however, above budget. At the end of 
August, year to date margins equal approximately 
$550,000. Cash level and performance ratios con¬ 
tinue to be consistent with those needed at this 
time of year and should result in acceptable 
amounts at year end. Total utility plant at the 
end of August is about $27.6 million. The owner¬ 
ship equity ratio is now greater than 35%. The 

number of meters served in August was 9,007, 
an increase of 46 over last year. The amount of 
electricity used by farm and residential accounts 
is above 1,000 kilowatt hours. The number of 
outages and average outage hours per member 
are lower this August and year to date than at 
the same time last year. There were no reportable 
employee injuries during the month of August. 
Manager Smith informed the board that electri¬ 
cal safety instruction was given to the Menard 
County Rescue Squad. 

The board approved the Director’s Special Oc¬ 
casion Vouchers for the month. 

Director Bell reported on the NRECA Region 
V fall meeting. Special attention was given to de¬ 
regulation of the electric utility industry and what 
cooperatives must do to be competitive. Additional 
comments were given by Director Martin and 
Manager Smith. 

Director Bell reported on the activities of the 
AIEC. 

Director Carls and Manager Smith reported 
on the activities of Soyland. Reductions in whole¬ 
sale rates are anticipated as a result of recent debt 
restructuring and disposal of involvement in the 
Clinton Power Station. Mention was made that 
the 1996 season peak occurred on August 7th. 

Staff Assistant Hedberg reviewed the status 
of capital credit refunds to estates. 

At the request of Manager Smith, the board 
agreed to employ the services of Southern Engi¬ 
neering to conduct a retail rate study. 

Director Carls reported on recent activities of 
the Labor Committee. 

Manager Smith reported on the activity of the 
Building Committee. Installation of a new geo¬ 
thermal heating/cooling system at the 
Cooperative’s headquarters has begun and is pro¬ 
ceeding as planned. 

Manager Smith reported on the activities of 
the Illinois Cooperative Workers Compensation 
Group. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 p.m. The 
next board meeting will be held October 22, 1996 
at 7:00 p.m. 
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Current Product Recalls: 
Do you own any of these? 

Pacifiers: Munchkin, Inc. is recalling assorted 
styles of glitter pacifiers which could pose a chok¬ 
ing hazard. Pictured on the disk of the pacifier are 
a white cat, frog, white duck, crayons and a dino¬ 
saur, or clouds and a cow. Call the company at 
800-247-2223. 
Carbon Monoxide Detectors: Revco Products is 
recalling this product because the alarm may fail 
at hazardous levels of the poisonous gas. Look for 
Model 840 Gas Sniffer. Call the company at 800- 
658-4658. These were sold between June ’86 and 
August ’95. 
Chairs: Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle Chairs by Acc 
Novelty Company is instructing consumers to cut 
the bandanna straps on their foam chairs due to 
possible stangulation and entanglement. Call 800- 
759-1223. 
Cribs: Cosco, Inc. is recalling full size cribs for re¬ 
pair because the spindles can loosen and separate 
from the side rail allowing falls or entrapment. The 
cribs are tubular metal in red, white, blue or multi¬ 
colored. Look for the following model numbers on 
the bottom of the horizontal rail on either the drop 
side or fixed side of the bed: 10T01, 10T04, 10T06, 
10T09, 10T11 and 10T14. The manufacture dates 
are coded between 4490 (4th week of 1990) and 
4093 (40th week of 1993). Call Cosco for a free re¬ 
pair kit at 800-314-9327. 
Children’s Furniture: Ridgewood, Inc. of Ontario, 
Canada, and Charleswood Inc., of Wright City, MO 
have warned that some of their children’s bedroom 
furniture could tip over. Chifferobes, models 80813 
and 88813, and 4-drawer dressers, models 80413 
and 88413, sold under the name “Cosco Youth Op¬ 
tions” were sold at WalMart, Kmart and juvenile 
and department stores. Remove the feet/glides to 
reduce risk of tipping and call 800-314-9317. 
Wooden Toy Truck: Division Sales, Inc. is recall¬ 

ing wooden toy trucks because the driver and 
wheels can break off. They have a gold decal on 
the underside that says “Made in China.” The natu¬ 
ral wood trucks are 5x2 inches in six different styles 
and came packaged in a box labeled “Wood 
Toy...Engineering Truck Educational Toy.” Sold 
from December 1995. Call 800-621-8134. 
Child Safety Seats: Evenflo has recalled Trooper 
Adjustable Shield child safety scats, models 
219423, 219164, 819180, 2191286 and 219188 
built between 11/27/95 and 1/22/96. Evenflo is 
replacing the instruction pamphlet which is incor¬ 
rect. Owners may call Evenflo at 800-837-4002 or 
write Evenflo, 1801 Commerce Drive, Pique, Ohio 
45356, 

Century Smart Move Model 4750 has been re¬ 
called, made between 11 /95 and 2/96. The buckle 
may release during a crash. For a free repair kit, 
call Century at 800-589-4098 or write to Century 
Products Co., 9600 Valley View Road, Macedonia, 
Ohio 44056. 
Swings: Little Tikes is recalling Cozy Highback 
Swings, model 4637. The swing, which may tip over 
while in use, has a stationary front crossbar. Simi¬ 
lar swings with an adjustable T-bar closure are 
not affected by this recall. Discontinue use and 
call 800-321-0183 for more information. 

Hedstrom is offering a free kit to fix the metal 
and wood backyard swing sets that can potentially 
flip over. Owners can identify the red or yellow plas¬ 
tic swing by the name “Star Cruiser" molded on 
the front below the handle. Check model number 
to receive the correct kit and call 800-233-3271. 

Call Consumer Products Safety Commission’s 
Hotline at 1-800-638-2772 if you wish to report 
an unsafe product or obtain product recall infor¬ 
mation. 
From “Child Connection” fall-1996. 

Don’t lock out your cooperative 
Many members need to keep their property se¬ 
cure from unwatned intruders, so they have locks 
on their gates. Menard Electric Cooperative needs 
access to our electric lines and metering equip¬ 
ment in order to maintain and operate the sys¬ 

tem. 
For instance, cooperative personnel may need 

access to read the meter. Or personnel may need 
access to lines in an outage or for other mainte¬ 
nance work. 

Locked gates pose no problem when a “coop¬ 
erative lock” is installed between your padlock 

and a link in the chain. 

Only authorized cooperative personnel have 
keys to these locks. Employees are diligent in lock¬ 
ing the gate when they leave so your property re¬ 
mains secure. 

If you are one of the few who have a chained 

gate without a cooperative lock, we urge you to 
call and authorize installation of a cooperative 

lock. There is no charge or inconvenience to you. 
Cooperative access to the electric lines on your 

property is important for quality service especially 
in emergencies. Call the member service depart¬ 

ment for more details at (217)632-7746 or toll- 
free (800)872-1203. 
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Carbon monoxide patches available 
One of the by-products of burning oil, natu¬ 

ral gas, kerosene, propane or wood is carbon mon¬ 
oxide, a deadly killer. If this gas should escape 
through cracks in your heating system instead of 
going up the chimney, it could cause life-threat¬ 
ening situations for you and your family. Realiz¬ 
ing the seriousness of this situation and the many 
health problems carbon monoxide can cause. 
Menard Electric Cooperative has available at no 
cost to our members a carbon monoxide patch. 
This patch can be placed virtually anywhere in 
your home. 

If, in the event, carbon monoxide is present 
at a level of 35 parts per million or above, the 
patch will change colors. Should this occur, you 
can call Menard Electric Cooperative for additional 
help. We can come to your home and try to find 
out exactly how much carbon monoxide is in the 
air and where it is coming from. 

Once this information is known, you will be 
able to make the necessary repairs and improve 
the quality of life for you and your family this win¬ 
ter. 

If you would like a patch, please fill in the 
information requested below and return it to the 
Cooperative office or call us at 1-800-872-1203. 

The following is a list of symptoms to look for 
as a result of carbon monoxide poisoning. 

✓ tired feeling 
✓ headaches, nausea 
✓ heart palipitations 
✓ mental dullness 
✓ alterations in digestion 
✓ gray color in skin 
✓ reduction of visual acuity 
✓ coated tongue 
✓ loss of memory 
✓ anemia 
✓ loss of appetite 
Remember, Menard Electric is owned and op¬ 

erated by you, our member-owners. Our primary 
goal is to provide the best possible service to you. 
This program is an attempt to do just that-im- 
prove the service we can provide to you and at 
the same time improve your quality of life. We hope 
that you will take just a few minutes to take ad¬ 
vantage of this free carbon monoxide patch offer. 

r 

Please send me a carbon monoxide patch. 

Name Account number 

Address 

I  

Mail to: Member Services Department 
Menard Electric Cooperative 
P. O. Box 200, 122 S. Sixth St. 
Petersburg, IL 62675-0200 

J 

We would like to put you on the Internet 
A few months ago, Menard Electric Coopera¬ 

tive developed a home page on the World Wide 
Web in an attempt to provide an additional form 
of communication with our membership. 

Now, we would like to extend this service to 
the business of Menard Electric Cooperative. For 
those businesses that are interested, we will place 
a description of your business, its address, slo¬ 
gans, etc. on our home page at no cost, thus giv¬ 
ing you an additional form of advertising. 

If you would like to Find out more about this 
service, please feel free to call or write David 
Crosnoe, P.O. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675. Our 
phone number is 1-800-872-1203. 

For those businesses that already have their 

own home page, we would like to know your 
Internet address so we can provide a link from 
our page to yours. This is a service we hope you 
will find exciting and worthwhile. Advertising your 
business at no cost to you certainly couldn’t hurt. 
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We’re serving up 
the hottest dish 

in town. 
So why not stop by today 

taste of DIRECTV® 
• DBS equipment starting at $399.00. 
• Up to 175 channels available for about a dollar a day. 
• 90 days interest-free with approved credit. 
• Financing options available. 

DIGITAL SATELLITE SYSTEM D I R E CTV™ 

for a 

Office closings 
The Cooperative office will be closed on 

Monday, Nov. 11, 
in honor of Veterans Day. 

We will re-open on 
Tuesday, Nov. 12. 

The Cooperative office will also be closed on 
Thursday and Friday, Nov. 28 and 29, 

in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday. 
We wish all of our members a very 

anKsgivvng 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s Board of 

Directors held its regular monthly meeting on 

Tuesday, August 27, 1996, in the office at 
Petersburg. The meeting was called to order at 

7:00 p.m., Central Daylight Time, by Vice 

President Gary L. Martin. Directors present in 
addition to Vice President Martin were: Edward L. 

Allspach, Morris L. Bell, Jerry W. Brooks, 

Michael E. Carls, James G. Graff, Roy H. Seaney 

and Meredith L. Worner. Also present were 

manager Borland W. Smith, staff assistant 

Gerald E. Hedberg, member services adviser Kevin 

Keiser, and attorney Charles K. Smith. President 

Warren Goetsch was absent from the meeting. 

After roll call, the agenda for the meeting was 

approved as presented. 

The Minutes of the July 23, 1996 board 

meeting were approved as previously mailed. 

The board approved Inventory of Work Orders 

for July 1996 in the amount of $85,764.14. The 

board reviewed general fund checks # 119647 thru 

119853 amounting to $1,905,883.80. After 

discussion, the payment of bills were approved. 

The board approved 75 Membership Applica¬ 

tions and 20 Membership Permits for July 1996. 

In addition, four (4) Agreements for Electric 

Service were approved for the month. 

Manager Smith reviewed the financial reports 

for July. Revenue exceeded budget by $49,000 in 

July and power cost exceeded budget by more 

than $38,000. Adding lower than budget expenses 

in July to greater revenue caused margins to 

exceed budget by nearly $75,000. Year to date 

financial performance has also exceeded budget. 

At the end of July, total margins equal approxi¬ 

mately $294,000. Cash level and performance 

ratios are consistent with those needed at this 

time of year and should result in acceptable 

amounts at year end. Total utility plan at the end 

of July is about $27.5 million. Equity of nearly 

$9 million shows an ownership ratio greater than 

34 percent. The number of meters served in July 

was 9,016, an increase of 126 over last year. The 

amount of electricity used by farm and residen¬ 
tial accounts remains above 900 kilowatt hours. 

Manager Smith pointed out that interest rates 

affecting the Cooperative remain stable. The 

number of outages and average outage hours per 

member are lower this July and year to date 

than at the same time last year. There were no 

reportable employee injuries during the month of 

July. Manager Smith reviewed the capital credit 
allocation and payment received from the National 

Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance Corporation. 

The board approved the Director’s Special 

Occasion Vouchers for the month. 

The Uncollectible Accounts for the month were 

presented. After discussion, the accounts were 

approved for Write-Off. 

Member Services Adviser Kevin Keiser 

presented information to the board about arrange¬ 

ments available to members who wish to finance 

their purchase of DBS satellite television receiver 

equipment. 

Director Bell reported on the activities of the 

AIEC and the recent annual meeting. A videotape 

highlighting many of the services performed by 

AIEC was viewed. 

Director Carls and Manager Smith reported 

on the activities of Soyland. 

Director Brooks reported on the activities of 

the Building Committee. They reviewed options 

available to solve the office heating/air con¬ 

ditioning problems. Management was given 

direction to proceed with the goal of completing 

the project before the heating season begins. 

The “Safety Program” policy was reviewed by 

the board as necessary for obtaining safety 

accreditation. 

Staff Assistant Hedberg reviewed capital credit 

allocation of 1995 margins with the board. Capital 

credits now equal about $8.4 million. The board 

also received a report showing the recent payment 

of capital credits to the estates of deceased 

members. 

Manager Smith reported on the activities of 

the IL Cooperative Workers Compensation Group. 

Dividend payments have been made to par¬ 

ticipating cooperatives for the 1995 program year. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 p.m. The 

next board meeting will be held September 24, 

1996 at 7:00 p.m. 
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Construction Standards 
Please note that we are using excerpts from the book “A Guild to Energy Efficient Construc¬ 
tion Standards.” Since we aren’t referring to every illustration, our numbering appears to be 
off. The whole book is free from your co-op. 

Domestic Hot Water(DHW) 
Depending on the appliances, the number of 

occupants and the living habits of the occupants, 
energy consumption for hot water can be substan¬ 
tial and is normally the second highest usage of 
energy in the home after space conditioning. The 
following suggestions will help lessen energy con¬ 
sumption. 

Water heaters should be set at no higher than 
120 degrees. Dishwashers can be purchased with 
pre-heaters to raise the temperature of the dish¬ 
washer only to the higher temperatures needed 
for sanitation of dishes. All DHW pipes should be 
insulated and the DHW tank should be placed on 
a piece of two-inch extruded polystyrene (water 
heater tank bottoms are not insulated) and 
wrapped with a water heater insulating blanket if 
warranty will allow. Heat traps, as shown in Fig¬ 
ure 28, stop heat from rising up the pipes. All 
water heaters should be placed as near the point 
of usage as possible and should be anchored to a 
wall or floor in case of earthquake. If you are us¬ 
ing a geothermal HVAC system, a hot-water as¬ 
sist should be installed to provide DHW when the 
unit is operating. 

Low-flow showerheads and faucets are man¬ 
dated by law. These units should provide flow 
rates of 2.5 gallons-per-minute or less. Water clos¬ 
ets are also federally regulated and should beless 
than 1.6 gallons-per-flush. 

Lighting 
When designing your home and picking out 

the interior fixtures, don’t overlook lighting. Use 
fluorescent light fixtures wherever possible. Al¬ 
though initially more expensive, fluorescent light¬ 
ing is less expensive to operate and lasts longer 

• than incandescent. Compact fluorescent bulbs 
are being made by several manufacturers and are 
available for many applications. Several manu¬ 
facturers are producing compact fluorescent 
lights with electronic ballasts. Electronic ballasts 
are even more efficient and create less heat than 
standard magnetic core ballasts. Electronic bal¬ 
lasts are also much lighter in weight and can now 
be used in many lighting fixtures that could not 
support the weight of the earlier ballasts. 

As mentioned earlier, recessed or “can” lights 
should be installed in soffits and not directly in 
the ceiling. If soffits are not practical, surface track 
lighting may be a better choice. 

Conclusion 
Providing you with the information and con¬ 

struction techniques to live comfortably and eco¬ 
nomically in your new home is the objective of 
this booklet and program. If you build or have 
someone build your new home using these stan¬ 
dards and concepts, we are sure that your home 
will provide you with the best comfort available 
with little additional investment and will also be 
energy efficient. 

However, the importance of paying attention 
to detail and application during the construction 
process cannot be overstated. Though many of 
the items presented in this booklet provide small 
energy savings, it is the use of the total concept 
that provides for large energy savings. Careless 
installation and lack of attention to detail can 
cause even the most well-laid plans to go awry. 

Should you have any questions concerning 
the ideas presented in this booklet or desire more 
detailed information, contact Menard Electric 
Cooperative. You may also want to contact your 
cooperative for information concerning any spe¬ 
cial energy programs that may be available. 

Please understand that advances in material 
and technology are occurring constantly. There 
may also be alternative construction methods that 
meet these standards. This booklet has been pre¬ 
pared based upon material and information that 
is currently available. Menard electric coopera¬ 
tive is a valuable source of information concern¬ 
ing new advances in construction and equipment. 
Please contact us concerning new developments 
that may have occurred since this printing. 
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Make it a safe hunting season 
For many members the cool autumn air brings 

a renewed interest in the excitement and thrill of 
the hunting season. Unfortunately, in their 
enthusiasm to enjoy the outdoors, some hunters 
cause life-threatening situations by interfering 
with power lines. Over-zealous hunters are 
responsible for breaking insulators on power lines 
and creating other dangerous conditions each 
year. 

Taking target practice on insulators or birds 
sitting on power lines is not very sporting and 
may even be fatal if the line is damaged or broken. 
Damaged lines can snap and fall to the ground 
while still energized, creating a hazardous 
situation to the hunter and anyone or anything 

walking through the area. Random pot shots can 
crack an insulator on the line, leaving damage 
that may not be noticeable from the ground. Over 
time, the crack can fill with moisture and cause a 
short, leaving members without service until the 
insulator is replaced. In some cases where the 
insulator is severely damaged, the line may 
become detached from the pole and drop to within 
a few feet of the ground. 

Shooting insulators and other electrical equip¬ 
ment is illegal and expensive, and adds to the 
Cooperative’s operating expense. But the cost is 
minimal compared to the potential for personal 
injury or death. So this year, we encourage every¬ 
one to play it safe and enjoy the hunting season. 

Going away this winter????? 
If you are planning to head to a warmer climate 

such as Arizona, California or Florida, please 
make arrangements for payment of your electric 
bill. You can call, stop by or send a letter to notify 
us you will be gone and how long you plan to 
stay. 

Payment of your electric bill can be handled 
in various ways. You can make an advance pay¬ 
ment of your anticipated usage. If you know the 

address of where you will be staying, we can mail 
your bill to you. Arrangements can be made with 
a friend or relative to pay your bill for you. 

In all cases, we would like to know how to get 
in touch with you or whomever is taking care of 
your farm or home while you are gone. If there is 
an emergency or problem with your service while 
you are gone, it would be a big help to know who 
to contact. 

The best programming on TV 
just got better 

Now, you can buy an RCA DBS Satellite Other Financing options are 
System for as low as $399.00 and with approved also available with approved credit 
credit take up to three months to pay for it interest through either American General or 
free. the National Bank of Petersburg. 

Substitute meter reader applications 
now being taken 

Menard Electric Cooperative is currently 
taking applications for substitute meter 
readers throughout our service area. As you 
may recall, meter reading takes place each 
month during a prearranged 5-day period. 

If you are interested, please complete the 
following information and return it to the 
Cooperative office. Once we have received the 
information, we will forward an application to 
you. 

r  —         1 

Name Telephone Number 

Address MEC Account Number 

  -J 
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Co-op Comments 
On October 3, 1996, Dwaine & Rene’ Heyen 

will celebrate their 15th wedding anniversary. 
Dwaine is the area serviceman serving mem¬ 
bers in the Bath/Kilbourne/Easton areas. 
Congratulations to Dwaine & Rene’!!! 

Rebates are still available for members 
installing a new electric water heater with a 40- 
gallon storage capacity or larger. If you would like 
to take advantage of this rebate, simply have a 
new electric water heater installed and contact 
the Cooperative office. 

Once the installation has been verified and 
the Cooperative’s Load Management control 

device is installed, we will send you a check for 
$150 if it replaces an electric system. If you are 
replacing a fossil-fired system with an electric unit 
or installing an electric water heater in a new 
home, we will send you a rebate of $175. 1 

With winter just around the corner, many 
members are contemplating replacing their old 
inefficient furnace. We would like to encourage 
those of you who are attempting to improve the 
efficiency of their furnace to consider the advan¬ 
tages of a geo-thermal heating and cooling system. 
With efficiencies of nearly 400 percent, the annual 
operating cost of a geo-thermal system can’t be 
beat. If you'd like more information on how a geo¬ 
thermal system can benefit you and your family, 
please contact the Cooperative office. 

We would like to put you on the Internet 
A few months ago, Menard Electric Co¬ 

operative developed a home page on the World 
Wide Web in an attempt to provide an additional 
form of communication with our membership. 

Now, we would like to extend this service to 
the business of Menard Electric Cooperative. For 
those businesses that are interested, we will place 
a description of your business, its address, 
slogans, etc. on our home page at no cost, thus, 
giving you an additional form of advertising. 

If you would like to find out more about this 
service, please feel free to call or write David 
Crosnoe, P. O. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675. Our 
phone number is 1-800-872-1203. 

For those businesses that already have their 
own home page, we would like to know your 
Internet address so we can provide a link from 
our page to yours. This is a service we hope you 
will find exciting and worthwhile. Advertising your 
business at no cost to you certainly couldn’t hurt. 

October is Co-Op month 
When it comes to describing America’s co-ops, 

the sky’s the limit! 
The nation’s 47,000 cooperatives are big 

and small. They serve 120 million people in all 
50 states. And, they’re located everywhere— 
cities, towns, suburbs and throughout rural 
America. 

Providing goods and services as 
economically and efficiently as pos¬ 
sible is their first order of business. 

As locally owned and controlled 
businesses, co-ops are unique be¬ 
cause of their commitment not 
only to the people they serve, but 

also to their communities. 
You will find co-ops for credit and financing, 

electric and telecommunication services, 
insurance, housing, day care, health care, 

food, farm marketing and supply, 
news services, florists and much 
more. 
For years, co-ops have been ex¬ 

panding horizons for people they 
serve, and it works for the benefit 
of our neighbors, communities and 
country. 

COOPERATIVES 
EXPANDING * 
PEOPLES Mat 

WORIZONS 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s Board of Direc¬ 

tors held its regular monthly meeting on Tues¬ 
day, July 23, 1996, in the office at Petersburg. 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m., 
Central Daylight Time, by President Warren D. 
Goetsch. Directors present in addition to Presi¬ 
dent Goetsch were: Edward L. Allspach, Morris 
L. Bell, Jerry W. Brooks, Michael E. Carls, James 
G. Graff, Gary L. Martin, Roy H. Seaney and 
Meredith L. Worner. Also present were manager 
Borland W. Smith, staff assistant Gerald E. 
Hedberg, and attorney Charles K. Smith. 

After roll call, the agenda for the meeting was 

approved as presented. 

The Minutes of the June 25, 1996 board meet¬ 
ing were approved as previously mailed. 

The board approved Inventory of Work Orders 
for June 1996 in the amount of $102,762.54. The 
board reviewed general fund checks # 119355 thru 
119646 amounting to $3,389,386.57. After dis¬ 
cussion, the payment of bills were approved. 

The board approved 62 Membership Applica¬ 
tions and 8 Membership Permits for June 1996. 

Manager Smith reviewed the June 1996 Op¬ 
erating Statement. Greater revenue and lower 
than monthly budget expenses have resulted in 
margins for June to exceed the monthly budget 
by more than $90,000. Higher than budget rev¬ 
enues year to date have caused year to date mar¬ 
gins to exceed budget by $510,000. Manager 
Smith drew attention to an increase in total long 
term loans owed which resulted from the recent 
funds advanced from RUS and CFC. The fund 

advance caused the amount of utility plant in 
service to increase and the equity ratio fell to 34 
percent. Other key financial ratios are in line with 
standards. The average farm and residential bills 
continue to show purchases exceeding 900 kilo¬ 
watt-hours. Lower service outages both for June 
and year to date are reflected in lower mainte¬ 
nance expenses than the same expenses shown 
in previous years. More than 9,000 accounts were 
billed for electric service in June. Manager Smith 
reported that there were no recordable employee 
injuries and illnesses for June. 

The board approved the Director’s Special 
Occasion Vouchers for the month. 

Director Bell reported on the recent activities 
of AIEC. 

Director Carls and manager Smith reported 
on the recent activities of Soyland. 

The board heard and accepted the Member 
Services Report on 2nd quarter activities. 

The approval reading was taken on a new 
policy entitled, “Weekly Income Benefits Plan.” 

An amendment to the employee pension plan 
was considered and approved by the board. 

Staff Assistant Hedberg reported that no Capi¬ 
tal Credit estate refunds were being presented 
pending allocation of 1995 margins to individual 
members accounts. 

Manager Smith reported on the activities of 
the IL Cooperative Workers Compensation Group. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:20 p.m. The next 
board meeting will be August 27, 1996 at 7:00 
p.m. 

Be careful when cutting winter wood 
Cutting wood to be used for heat is a long and 

laborious task which often begins in late sum¬ 
mer and early fall. Menard Electric Cooperative 
employees encourage everyone to use extreme 
caution when cutting wood for this winter. 

If a tree falls on a line, you and your neigh¬ 
bors could be without electricity for several hours. 
But an even greater concern is the life-threaten¬ 
ing situation that exists when an energized line 
is down. If anyone should come in contact with 
the line, it could be fatal. There are “old” tree cut¬ 
ters and “careless” tree cutters, but there are no 
“old careless tree cutters.” 

(Continued from page 12a) 
do just that. So whether it is a major outage 
caused by a storm or small section of line out of 
service, you can count on us for reliable and quick 
restoration of power. Menard Electric is one of 

1,000 electric cooperatives in 46 states dedicated 
to providing service efficiently and economically 
and with your continued support we will strive to 
meet the challenges of the future. 
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volume of air on the return side as it does on the 
supply side, air must be “sucked” into the build¬ 
ing. If the home has a gas water heater with no 
damper, the heating system may pull air and ex¬ 
haust fumes into the house through the exhaust 
duct. Clothes dryers can create these same nega¬ 
tive pressures in the home when they are operat¬ 
ing. Because duct leaks can create pressure 
differences, no “ductless” wall chases or floor ple¬ 
nums should be used. Duct systems in crawl 
spaces should be caulked at all points where the 
duct system passes through the floor. Any duct 
system (supply or return) that is outside of the 

Geothermal rate 
and electric heat 
rate to begin in 

September 
Beginning 

with the meter 
reading in Sep¬ 
tember, the geo- 
thermal rate 
and electric heat 
rate will begin. 
Both rates are 
designed to help 
promote kilowatt- 
hour sales while at 
the same time 
making electric 
heat and geother¬ 
mal heating an even 
greater value. 

To qualify for the geothermal rate, mem¬ 
bers must have an all-electric home and use a 
geothermal system as their primary source of 
heat. Members meeting these requirements will 
be billed at 5 cents per kilowatt-hour for kilo¬ 
watt-hours used between 1,000 and 6,000 
during the billing months of October through 
May. 

For members who are using electric heat 
as their primary source, the electric heat rate 
is available for the billing months of October 
through May. Under the rate, kilowatt-hours 
used between 1,000 and 6,000 will be billed 
at 6 cents per kilowatt-hour. 

If you would like more information for how 
you can qualify for either of these rates, please 
contact the member services department at the 
cooperative office. 

building envelope should be insulated to R-6. 
All ventilation equipment, range hoods, vent 

fans, dryers, etc., must have back draft dampers 
installed in the duct system and must be vented 
to the exterior. All kitchen range hoods must be 
vented through the roof or side wall to the out¬ 
side. Bathroom vent fans may be terminated in 
the eaves if aluminum or vinyl soffits are used. If 
the soffits are wood, venting should be through 
the roof or side wall. Clothes dryers should not 
use vents that can be vented to the interior, as 
the additional moisture introduced into the home 
can be excessive. 

Your friends at 
Menard Electric 
remind you to 
drive carefully! 

Now that school’s back in session and 
kids are scampering around a little more 
than usual, it’s time to be especially 
watchful! Look out for kids, no matter 
where you drive. 
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Construction Standards for Heating, 
Ventilation and Air-Conditioning 

Systems (HVAC) 
Please note that we are using excerpts from the book “A Guide to Energy Efficient Construc¬ 
tion Standards." Since we aren’t referring to every illustration, our numbering appears to be 
off. The whole book is free from your co-op. 

Your HVAC system works year-round for you 
and is another area that should not be compro¬ 
mised. The more efficient the system that is in¬ 
stalled, the lower your operating costs will be. The 
most cost-competitive method for heating and 
cooling your home with electricity is the geother¬ 
mal heat pump with the second being a high effi¬ 
ciency air-to-air heat pump. 

A geothermal heat pump is an extremely effi¬ 
cient, year-round heating and cooling system that 
uses the earth’s natural heat storage capability 
to heat and cool your home. Like any other heat 
pump, it simply moves heat energy from one place 
to another. In the summer, the compressor moves 
refrigerant through the coil in the air distribu¬ 
tion system (the evaporator) where it absorbs heat 
in the air. The compressor then moves the refrig¬ 
erant to a coaxial coil where it gives off the heat 
to the transfer liquid. This liquid is then circu¬ 
lated through a loop in the ground, where it is 
cooled. In the winter, the process is reversed. The 
refrigerant in the coaxial coil absorbs heat from 
the transfer liquid and then releases it to the coil 
in the air distribution system, warming the air 
passing over it. The ground loop can be an open 
or closed system and can be buried vertically. 

G.l. Metal Duct Outside Combustion Air Door Kit 

horizontally or placed in a pond or lake. Geother¬ 
mal heat pumps must be ARI 330 rated (the Air- 
Conditioning and Refrigeration Institute is a 
recognized entity that uses standardized testing 
methods to rate the efficiency of heat pumps and 
air-conditioners) and should have a minimum 
EER (Energy Efficiency Ratio) of 12. 

An air-to-air heat pump operates similarly to 
a geothermal heat pump, except it does not have 
a transfer fluid or loop system. It absorbs or re¬ 
jects its heat from or to the outside air. Air-to-air 
heat pumps should have a minimum 12 SEER 
(Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio) rating. 

Wood-burning appliances are not recom¬ 
mended as these units require large amounts of 
combustion air and may not be compatible with 
tight home construction. If they are installed in 
the home, they should have air-tight doors, a flue 
damper and combustion air must be supplied 
from the outdoors, as explained in Figure 26. 

No duct work should be installed in the attic 
area as attics can reach extreme temperatures. 
Fur-down duct systems in hallways or placement 
of the duct system in the basement or crawl space 
should be incorporated into the design of the 
home. As shown in Figure 27, all duct work that 
is outside of the conditioned building envelope 
should be completely air tight, as leaky duct sys¬ 
tems can create pressure differences that increase 
air infiltration. If fossil fuel appliances are present, 
dangerous back drafts can be created. This can 
happen, for instance, if the supply duct is out¬ 
side of the building envelope and leaks air. As the 
fan on the blower system must take in the same 
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Co-op Comments 
While the weather is still relatively mild, the 

Cooperative would encourage everyone to check 
for cracks around all openings of your home. 
Caulking and installing weather-stripping around 
windows and doors can provide a 5 percent to 15 
percent savings, depending upon the condition 
of your home. If you would like more tips on how 
to save energy this fall, please feel free to contact 
the Member Services Department of your coop¬ 
erative. 

♦ *** 

On September 20, 1996, Casey and Tricia 
Duncheon will be celebrating their 20th wedding 
anniversary. Casey works in the Cooperative ware¬ 
house, keeping track of all the inventory as it 
comes in and goes out. Congratulations Casey & 
Tricia!!!! 

**** 

Jeff and Joni Schenkel were blessed with a 
new arrived on Wednesday, July 10, 1996. Brett 
Richard Schenkel weighed in at 7 pounds 14 
ounces and was welcomed home by two older 
brothers, Cody and Austin. Congratulations Jeff 
and Joni!!!! 

Being a cooperative member: 
What does it mean? 

Your Cooperative has been growing steadily 
over the past few years and although we hate to 
admit it, we sometimes forget that some of our 
members haven’t always received their electricity 
from an electric cooperative. Therefore, some may 
not fully understand the advantages of being a 
member of Menard Electric Cooperative, as well 
as their rights, privileges and responsibilities. 

As a member: 
- you are part-owner of Menard Electric Co¬ 

operative 
• you have the right to attend the Cooperative’s 

Annual Meeting held each June and elect the 
board of directors which will then govern the Co¬ 
operative. 

• you have the responsibility to keep up with 
developments affecting your Cooperative and to 
assist, when possible, in solving problems which 
effect your organization. 

Remember, your Cooperative was established 
by local individuals like yourself at a time when 
existing utilities refused or neglected to serve the 
area where you now live. As a result, throughout 
Menard Electric’s history those people receiving 
service from Menard Electric have played a valu¬ 
able role in shaping the organization and prepar¬ 

ing it to meet the challenges of the future. W e , 
at Menard Electric, recognize the invaluable ser¬ 
vice our members provide to this organization and 
also realize that as owners of the organization, 
you need to be informed as to the challenges we 
are facing and the programs/services available. 
It is for this reason that your Cooperative sub¬ 
scribes to the Illinois Rural Electric News maga¬ 
zine, which is mailed to each member on a 
monthly basis. Through the use of this magazine, 
your Cooperative tries to keep all members up to 
date on current events, major issues and devel¬ 
opments which may affect your Cooperative. The 
Cooperative also uses this magazine to help en¬ 
courage you to use electricity wisely and safely. 
Promoting wise electrical use can help the Coop¬ 
erative and its members by saving money, as well 
as helping our members make informed purchas¬ 
ing decisions on new efficient appliances and 
technologies for their home. 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s original goal 
was and still is to provide electric service to our 
members and with a trained professional line crew 
on call 24 hours a day, 365 days a year to keep 
your electricity flowing, we are willing and able to 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s Board of Direc¬ 

tors held its regular monthly meeting on Tues¬ 
day, June 25, 1996, in the office at Petersburg. 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m., 
Central Daylight Time, by President Warren D. 
Goetsch. Directors present in addition to Presi¬ 
dent Goetsch were: Edward L. Allspach, Morris 
L. Bell, Jerry W. Brooks, Michael E. Carls, James 
G. Graff, Gary L. Martin, Roy H. Seaney and 
Meredith L. Worner. Also present were manager 
Borland W. Smith, staff assistant Gerald E. 
Hedberg, and attorney Charles K. Smith. 

After roll call, the agenda for the meeting was 
approved as presented. 

The Minutes of the May 28, 1996 board meet¬ 
ing were approved as previously mailed. 

The Minutes of the June 8, 1996 organiza¬ 
tional board meeting were approved as presented. 

The board approved the Inventory of Work Or¬ 
ders for May 1996 in .the amount of $85,134.97. 
The board reviewed general fund checks #119119 
thru 119354 amounting to $2,174,770.94. After 
discussion, the payment of bills were approved. 

The board approved 57 Membership Applica¬ 
tions and 23 Membership Permits for May 1996. 

Manager Smith reviewed the May 1996 Oper¬ 
ating Statement. Kilowatt-hour purchases were 
slightly over budget and kilowatt-hour sales were 
over budget by more than 600,000. Consequently, 
revenue was up by about $73,000 making the 
total margins for the month approximately 
$128,000 over budget. Combined with the excess 
over budget for the year-to-date ending May, 
margins to date total $419,000 more than bud¬ 
get. When compared with operating reports from 
the four most recent May amounts, May 1996 
margins are one of the highest. Total number of 
meters served equal 9,022 for the month of May. 
The May 1996 average amount of electricity used 
in the residential rate class exceeded 910 kilo¬ 
watt hours. Equity as a percentage of total assets 
remains near 37%. Manager Smith then reviewed 
the Outage Summary and Safety Report. Lower 
number of outages in May 1996 has brought the 
year-to-date statistics close to last year’s year- 
to-date statistics. He reported that there were two 
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recordable accidents. One of these accidents oc¬ 
curred in 1994, but resulted in no lost time until 
now. The other is a minor accident resulting in 
no lost time. The Manager’s Report was approved 
as presented. 

The board approved the Director’s Special 
Occasion Vouchers for the month. 

Director Martin reported on the June 8, 1996 
Annual Meeting. Next year’ 60th Annual Meeting 
is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, June 14, 
1997. 

Director Bell reported on the recent activities 
of AIEC. The board approved payment of the 1996- 
1997 AIEC dues. 

Director Carls and manager Smith reported 
on the recent activities of Soyland. Director Carls 
reported that the power plants continue to oper¬ 
ate as expected. 

Approval readings were taken for revision of 
policies on employee performance appraisal and 
wage salary administration. 

First reading was taken of a new policy en¬ 
titled, “Weekly Income Benefits Plan.” 

The board considered and approved payment 
of dues for membership in the National Rural Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association. 

The board reviewed a report of the National 
Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance Corporation 
Integrity Fund and agreed to contribute at the 
same level as in previous years. 

Board meeting dates were determined for the 
succeeding twelve months, as were certain del¬ 
egate and committee appointments. 

Staff Assistant Hedberg reported on the Capi¬ 
tal Credit estate refunds. Approximately $24,000 
of the estate funds remain for payment during 
1996. 

Manager Smith presented a report showing 
workers compensation insurance premium his¬ 
tory for 5 years. When adjusted for current fac¬ 
tors, cost of present premiums to the ICWCG are 
competitive with premiums of previous insurance 
carriers. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m. The next 
board meeting will be July 23, 1996 at 7:00 p.m. 
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winter. 
South-facing windows are excellent if ample 

overhang is provided to shade the window in the 
summer. As the angle of the sun falls in the win¬ 
ter, the sun’s warming rays can still strike the win¬ 
dow on sunny winter days, but is blocked during 
the summer. Deciduous trees are again excellent 
for this purpose. 

Windows, at a minimum, should be double¬ 
pane, low “e” glass, with a wood frame. The wood 
frame may be either vinyl- or aluminum-clad for a 
maintenance-free exterior finish. We do recommend 
that you consider purchasing argon-filled and 
triple-pane windows. Low “e” windows have a thin 
coating on them that reflects some of the sun’s 
ultra-violet rays during the summer, helping to 
reduce the heat gain. It also reflects some heat back 
into the room in the winter, as shown in Figures 
23 and 24. Argon is an inert gas that has a lower 
heat transfer rate than normal air and therefore 
reduces the heat lost or gained through the win¬ 
dows. Triple-pane windows lower the heat trans¬ 
fer rate of the windows and increase the overall 
efficiency of the window unit. In addition, triple¬ 
pane windows, by virtue of being warmer, lessen 
the possibility of condensation occurring on the 
glass in the winter. 

Two types of windows that need special atten¬ 
tion are bow and bay windows. As these windows 
have a “ceiling and floor” to them, they need to be 
insulated accordingly. Although it may not be fea¬ 
sible to install R-40 in the area above a bay or bow 
window, the minimum should be R-30. The bot¬ 
tom area of the window should have at least R19 
installed. This can be done by using either fiber¬ 
glass or rigid foam panels. Particular attention 
should also be given to the need for controlling air 
infiltration with these types of windows. Caulk 
should be used to seal any cracks in framing and 
siding materials. As “garden” windows do not have 
insulated ceiling or floor areas, they are not rec¬ 
ommended. Because plants give off water vapor, 
garden windows tend to have considerable conden¬ 
sation problems. 

All doors that separate conditioned areas from 
unconditioned areas should be insulated and have 
weatherstripping installed (see Figure 25). Thresh¬ 
olds should be caulked to the sub-floor. Metal or 
fiberglass doors with an extruded polyisocyanurate 
core and a thermally broken door edge are recom¬ 
mended. (This is usually a wood banding around 
the edge.) Glass area should be kept to a mini¬ 
mum and all recommendations concerning win¬ 
dows apply to the glass area of doors. Because of 
the large glass area and air infiltration rates, slid¬ 
ing glass doors are not recommended. Atrium doors 
are a viable alternative if this type of entry way is 
desired. No glass door over six feet in width should 
be used, whether sliding or atrium. As interior 
pocket doors tend to increase air infiltration past 
their frame to the attic above, they are not recom¬ 
mended. 

Insulated Core 
Door 

Metal Shell 

Weather-Strip 
top, sides 

and bottom 

Threshold set in 
2 beads of Caulk 
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Construction 
Standards for floors 
and doors 
Please note that we are using excerpts from the 
book “A Guide to Energy Efficient Construction 
Standards.” Since we aren’t referring to every il¬ 
lustration, our numbering appears to be off. The 
whole book is free from your co-op. 

Floors Over Basements 
If the basement is unheated, either the floor 

above should be insulated to R-19 or the basement 
walls can be insulated to R-10. If the floor is insu¬ 
lated, the basement should be treated as a crawl 
space and the floor insulated as described earlier. 
If the basement walls are to be insulated, they 
should be insulated as described previously under 
walls. All duct work in the unheated basement 
should be insulated to R-6 and must be air tight. 

Windows and Doors 
Although windows and doors can add to the 

overall appearance of your home, they very seldom 
add to the overall energy efficiency as they are made 
of glass, wood and steel, which are poor insulating 
materials. Because they are such a high source of 
energy loss, the quality of doors and windows 
should not be sacrificed to bring the building bud¬ 
get back in line. Replacing sub-standard windows 
and doors down the road will be an expensive and 
sometimes impossible situation. As window sizes 
are not standard, it is sometimes very hard to find 
replacement windows that fit the existing open¬ 
ing. Custom windows or major structural re-fram- 
ing may be the only alternative. 

Casement and awning-type windows normally 
have less air infiltration than sliders and double- 
hung windows and should be considered if they 
meet the design and architectural style of the home. 
Window manufacturers must have their products 
rated for air infiltration and normally your build¬ 
ing center or builder can furnish you with this in¬ 
formation. 

Because windows and glass doors are major 
areas of heat loss and gain, they should be sized 
so they are no more than 10 percent of the floor 
area. In other words, if you are building a 2,000- 
square-foot home, the total square footage of the 
windows and glass doors should be less than 200. 

Windows that face east or west should be kept 
to a minimum. As the sun rises and sets in these 
directions, these windows are subject to direct rays 
from the sun and can cause high heat gain situa¬ 
tions. In fact, it has been estimated that a window 
facing west can add as much as a one-half ton of 
cooling requirement to the house. Windows that 
must face these directions should be shaded with 
deciduous trees, blocking the sun in the summer, 
but allowing the rays to strike the window in the 
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Co-op Comments 

Your cooperative has recently developed a 
home page that can be found on the world wide 
web. Our address is http://menard.com/. Our 
home page contains a large amount of informa¬ 
tion about the cooperative as well as descriptions 
of various programs currently available to our 
membership. 

We have also added several fun and educa¬ 
tional items designed for the young and the young 
at heart. 

For those members who are involved in agri¬ 
culture, you can even access the commodity mar¬ 
kets easily through the use of our home page. 

The purpose of our home page is to have yet 
another form of communication so that our mem¬ 
bers have access to the latest information and so 
that we can better serve you, our member/own- 
ers. So, the next time you are surfing the net, 
why not stop by and check out our home page. 
We think you’ll be surprised. 

Is your crop 
Don’t wait till you start harvesting to find out 

if your crop dryer is going to operate properly. 
Take a few minutes now and run through the fol¬ 
lowing checklist. It may save you hours or even 
days of harvest delay. 

* Inspect all wiring and panels for worn insu¬ 
lation, loose connections and worn-out circuit 
breakers. Also, check to be sure grounding wires 
are properly connected and not broken. 

* Make sure all guards, shields and 
overcurrent devices are properly installed and 
secured. 

* Check for worn bearings, pulleys, gear boxes, 
belts, shafts, etc. Pay particular attention to ex¬ 
cess play in motor bearings. Bad bearings can 
ruin a motor. 

* Lubricate all equipment before you start it. 

**** 

If you have an electric water heater and have 
not enrolled in our Load Management Program, 
why not call the cooperative office today so that 
you can find out how you can begin saving up to 
$12 a month on your electric bill. 

**** 

On June 22, 1996, Terry and Linda Entwistle 
celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary. Terry 
is your cooperative’s Line Superintendent and is 
responsible for overseeing the building and main¬ 
tenance of the cooperative’s distribution system. 

**** 

With the dog days of summer upon us, now 
would be a good time to check your air filter on 
your forced air system, as well as the compressor 
on your air conditioner, to make sure they are 
clean and in good working order. Remember, hav¬ 
ing clean filters and a clean compressor will help 
improve your air conditioner’s efficiency, thus 
keeping you cool during these hot, sultry days. 

dryer ready? 
If you are not sure of where to lubricate or what 
type of lubrication to use, consult your equipment 
dealer. 

* Test it. Run through a complete drying cycle 
to see that all timers and switches operate prop¬ 
erly. Let the motors run for several minutes to 
heat and distribute the new lubricant. Start the 
dryer at least twice to be sure the starting ca¬ 
pacitors perform properly. 

* If you have added motors, it would be a good 
idea to check with the Engineering Department 
of Menard Electric Cooperative to make sure the 
electrical service is adequate to handle the addi¬ 
tional load. 

* Don’t forget to check over any fossil fuel- 
fired equipment used in conjunction with the 
dryer. 
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Annual Meeting prize winners 
Attendance prizes—59th Annual Meeting 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
June 8, 1996 

Supplier Gifts 
Area Glass—Rubbermaid 48-quart ice chest—Wm. H. Sullivan, Petersburg 

Area Glass—6-pack ice chest—Wayne Kindred—New Holland 
Brownstown Electric—5 piece pruning set—John E. Flynn, Cantrall 
Burton Tree—Poulan chain saw—Gary Kleinschmidt—Petersburg 

Drake-Scruggs Equip.—Portable work lamp—Dean Mitts, Springfield 
Electric Lab & Sales—12-inch oscillating fan—S. Bart Henderson, Williamsville 

Fletcher Reinhardt Co.—3-speed oscillating fan—Richard Wieland, Riverton 
Graybar—Igloo cooler—Greg & Melissa Cosme, Lockport 

R. R. Kinyon—Sony AM/FM clock radio—Albert F. Garlisch, Forest City 
U. S. Electric—Ceiling fan—Darrell Behrends, Mason City 

WaterFurnace—Sony AM/FM clock radio—Newmansville Township, Chandlerville 
% Harris Boeker 

Menard Electric Cooperative prizes 
Gerald W. Boutelle Petersburg West Bend slow cooker 

Kenneth W. Brown Cantrall West Bend iced tea maker 

Glenn Dambacher Middletown West Bend electric skillet 

Richard Dolack Williamsville Hamilton Beach drink mixer 

Carl L. Evers Virginia Fluorescent work lamp 

Edward L. Golden Petersburg Rival crock grill 

Duane L. Hendricker Beardstown Variable speed reversing drill 

Doloros A. Hinrichs Petersburg Rival electric food slicer 

Dale Holliday Petersburg Proctor Silex can opener 

Richard D. Holliday Petersburg West Bend electric griddle 

Melvin Kemmerling Springfield Hamilton Beach electric knife 

Leo W. W. Marion Forest City Rival handheld blender 

Ora L. Martin Green Valley Rival Electric ice crusher 

Vernon Miller Virginia Skil variable speed jigsaw 

Melvin J. Mitts Springfield Rival ice cream freezer 

Wm. L. Oaks Petersburg RCA DBS satellite system 

Emerson Sheets Havana West Bend electric skillet 
Kent E. Weatherby Cantrall Automatic percolator 
Wm. Weidhuner Athens 5-speed electric mixer 

Howard Williams Kilbourne 10-cup coffeemaker 

Proxy prizes 
V. Marie Johnson Tallula Rival 1-quart slow cooker 
Glenn T. Knous Petersburg Rival 1-quart slow cooker 
Russell O. Logue Springfield Rival 1-quart slow cooker 
Janice M. Rimbey Sherman Rival 1-quart slow cooker 

Maxine M. Wood Petersburg Rival 1-quart slow cooker 

TVuck bids now being accepted 
Your Cooperative is accepting sealed 

bids on a 1991 GMC Sierra cab and chassis 
8600 GVW truck with a V-8 engine and 4 speed 
transmission. The truck has 150,075 miles on 
it and is available for inspection at the Coop¬ 
erative office Monday through Friday from: 8:00 

a.m. - 4:30 p.m. All bids must be submitted 
and received at the Cooperative office by 4:30 
p.m. on July 19th. Bids received will be opened 
on Friday, July 19th, 1996, at 4:31 p.m. The 
Cooperative reserves the right to reject any and 
all bids. 

12d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JULY 1996 



“To further illustrate the significance of this 
number I would like to point out a few statistics 
that do not appear in your Annual Meeting pro¬ 
gram,” he continued. 

“According to the U.S. Department of Energy 
1995 report, every utility in the country receives 
some sort of assistance from the federal govern¬ 
ment. In terms of the electric cooperatives, we 
receive loans through RUS at lower than market 
interest rates. Amounting to $30 per member in 
1994. The investor-owned utilities receive the 
benefit of a number of tax incentives which 

amounts to a subsidy of $64 per customer. City- 
owned or municipal utilities customers receive 
the largest subsidy, totaling $80 per customer 
because of their tax exempt bonds. 

“But, in spite of these obstacles, Menard Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative is able to distribute reliable elec¬ 
tric service for less than 3 cents per kwh. This is 
something we can all be proud of." Mr. Seaney 
further said, "The Cooperative has not had to ad¬ 
just rates since 1992 and I do not see any adjust¬ 
ment necessary next year.” 

Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s Board of Direc¬ 

tors held its regular monthly meeting on Tues¬ 
day, May 28, 1996, in the office at Petersburg. 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.. 
Central Daylight Time, by Vice-President Gary L. 
Martin. Directors present in addition to Vice-Presi¬ 
dent Martin were: Edward L. Allspach, Morris L. 
Bell, Jerry W. Brooks, Michael E. Carls, James G. 
Graff, Roy H. Seaney and Meredith L. Worner. Also 
present were manager Dorland W. Smith, staff 
assistant Gerald L. Hedberg, and attorney Charles 
K. Smith. 

After roll call, the agenda for the meeting was 
approved as presented. 

The Minutes of the April 23, 1996, board meet¬ 
ing were approved as mailed with the notice of 
the meeting. 

The board approved Inventory of Work Orders 
for April 1996 in the amount of $117,193.88. The 
board reviewed general fund checks #118881 thru 
119118 amounting to $1,731,725.06. After dis¬ 
cussion, the payment of bills were approved. 

At this time. Board President Warren D. 
Geotsch entered the board room and assumed 
control of the meeting. 

The board approved 51 Membership Applica¬ 
tions and 11 Membership Permits for April 1996. 
The board approved five (5) agreements for elec¬ 
tric service. 

The board listened to an issue expressed by a 
member who had requested to make a presenta¬ 
tion. 

Manager Smith reviewed the April 1996 Op¬ 
erating Statement. Kilowatt-hour purchases were 
slightly over budget and kilowatt-hour sales were 
over budget by approximately 700,000. Conse¬ 
quently, revenue was up by about $80,000 mak¬ 
ing the total margins for the month approximately 
$85,000 over budget. Total margins to date for 

the year equal approximately $290,000 over bud¬ 
get. Manager Smith then reviewed the Outage 
Summary and Safety Report. He reported that 
there was one recordable accident for the month 
that resulted in lost time recorded. The Manager’s 
Report was approved as presented. 

The board approved the Director’s Special 
Occasion Vouchers for the month. 

Director Bell reported on the recent activities 
of AIEC. 

Director Carls and manager Smith reported 
on the recent activities of Soyland. 

Manager Smith presented a newly prepared 
ten year financial forecast to the board for their 
review in connection with a new RUS loan appli¬ 
cation. After discussion, both the financial fore¬ 
cast and loan application were approved. 

Director Martin reported on the activities of 
the Annual Meeting Committee. 

Director Brooks reported on the NRECA Leg¬ 
islative Conference which he attended with Man¬ 
ager Smith and Member Services Adviser, Kevin 
D. Keiser. 

First readings were taken for revision of poli¬ 
cies on employee performance appraised and wage 
salary administration. 

Staff Assistant Hedberg reported on the Capi¬ 
tal Credit General Refund checks to be mailed in 
May. Approximately 7,200 checks totaling 
$262,718.73 have been prepared to refund years 
1957 thru 1965. 

Manager Smith reported on the activities of 
the Illinois Cooperative Workers Compensation 
Group. 

Under other business, the directors, manager 
(and spouse) meeting was organized. 

The next board meeting will be June 25, 1996 
at 7:00 p.m. The meeting adjourned at 11:20. 
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The free pork chop dinner was 
a popular event, as the photo to 
the right shows. The Illinois 
Rural Telecommunications ex¬ 
hibit, pictured below, also got a 
lot of play. It features a reason¬ 
ably priced 18-inch satellite 
dish to bring a wide variety of 
programming and top-quality 
picture and sound to those who 
live in rural areas. 

(continued from page 12a) 
meeting. These board members, they added, pay 
the same rates as any other member pays, and 
receives the same service. 

“If the co-op makes a profit—or margins, as 
we call them—they’re not sent to some distant 
stockholder, Smith said. “Instead, they’re cred¬ 
ited to the accounts of the members who made 
them possible, and are returned when it’s fea¬ 
sible. Last year, we returned approximately 
$181,000 to members who contributed to mar¬ 
gins we received in 1953 through 1956. And just 
last week, we returned some $270,000 of capital 
credits to members who contributed to margins 
in 1957 through 1965.” 

Smith and Goetsch noted that Menard Elec¬ 
tric, while primarily obligated to its membership, 
also has an obligation to the community, and is 
helping, where needed, to solve rural water prob¬ 
lems. It is also selling the popular RCA 18-inch 
satellite dish and DIRECTV programming to area 
residents. The co-op also provides electrical safety 
instruction at safety fairs, donates computer 
equipment to schools and takes part in the an¬ 
nual “Youth to Washington” contest. 

“To many,” Goetsch concluded, “Menard Elec¬ 
tric is simply a supplier of electricity to rural ar¬ 
eas of central Illinois, but as you have seen, we 
are more than that. We are part of Main Street 
and an active participant in the rural community.” 

Roy H. Seaney, treasurer, said, “1995 was a 
successful year financially for your Cooperative. 
We were fortunate to experience an increase in 
kilowatt-hours (kwh) sold due to the warmer than 
normal summer and colder than normal winter. 
We added 229 new accounts and had a net in¬ 
crease of 8.1 miles of line built to our system. As 
a result your Cooperative was able to finish the 
year with $550,000 in total margins; which means 
we were able to meet our financial obligation as 

set forth by our lenders, the Rural Utilities Ser¬ 
vice (RUS) and National Rural Utilities Coopera¬ 
tive Finance Corporation (CFC). In addition to 
having a sound financial year your Cooperative 
was also able to retire approximately $300,000 
in capital credits to estates and members who 
received service in 1952 though 1956. 

“Wholesale power is still our largest expense 
and is the primary reason our retail rates are 
higher than we would like. But we continue to do 
whatever we can to improve the situation. In fact, 
our load management programs have helped us 
achieve one of the lowest wholesale rates in 
Soyland Power. Even though this is just a small 
uphill step we are proud of this accomplishment. 

“Unlike our wholesale power cost, there are a 
number of expenses we do have some control over. 
And if we look at our average cost of providing 
kwh, less power cost, we find that we are able to 
operate the system, purchase necessary materi¬ 
als and pay the employees, for 2.9 cents per kwh. 
An extremely competitive rate and a sign that your 
Cooperative is doing a good job at controlling ex¬ 
penses. 
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Dorland W. Smith, left, manager of Menard Electric Cooperative, congratulates board president Warren D. 
Goetsch of Williamsville on his reelection to a three-year term on the cooperative’s governing board. Other di¬ 
rectors reelected to three-year terms on the Menard board at the 59th annual meeting of cooperative members 
are from left, Michael E. Carls of Virginia and James G. Graff of Middletown. 

Three reelected at 59th annual meeting 
Three area men were reelected to the Menard 

Electric Cooperative board of directors at the co¬ 

op’s 59th annual meeting Saturday, June 8, at 

the PORTA High School, Petersburg. They were 

Michael E. Carls of Virginia, James G. Graff of 

Middletown and Warren D. Goetsch of 

Williamsville. 

Dorland Smith, manager, and Warren 

Goetsch, president, teamed up in a video presen¬ 

tation to discuss the co-op’s general condition and 

to explain the differences between electric coop¬ 

eratives and investor-owned utilities, or lOUs. 

“For many,” Goetsch said, “Wall Street con¬ 

jures up thoughts of big business, expensive de¬ 

signer suits and lots of money. We tend to think 

of the businesses that are traded there to be suc¬ 

cessful in the marketplace.” 
Smith remarked, “However, those images are 

changing. Nearly every day we learn of another 

company cutting back personnel and services. 

Downsizing, as it’s called, is often used by a com¬ 

pany in an attempt to become more profitable and 

add value to the company’s stock. But, in some 

industries, such as the telephone industry and 

some neighboring lOUs, downsizing can result in 

neglecting the customer.” 

“Fortunately,” Goetsch continued, “Menard 

Electric was never designed to be a large organi¬ 
zation, but was intended to be more like the 

friendly little store you see on Main Street, where 

every employee is committed to service.” 

Menard Electric opened its doors in 1936 as 

a not-for-profit corporation, owned and controlled 

equally by its member/owners, who elect fellow 

members to the board of directors at each annual 

(continued on page 12b) 
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ONCE YOU HAVE THE FACTS 
THE CHOICE IS CLEAR! 

DIRECTV/ 
DSS PRIMESTAR CABLE 

Up to 175 channels with superior digital picture and sound YES NO NO 

18" DSS dish you can own 
Up to 13 NFL games every regular-season with 

YES NO NO 

NFL Sunday Ticket YES NO NO 

Season Passes to NBA, NHL, MLB with over 2,400 games YES NO NO 

700 NCAA basketball games from the top conferences YES NO NO 

Up to 60 pay-per-view movie channels with hits at $2.99 each YES 

Over 20 regional sports networks 
NO NO 

including Midwest Sports Channel YES NO NO 

PrimeSports, MSG and Sports Channel YES NO NO 

29 CD-quality audio channels YES NO NO 

Parental controls including channel lockout and rating limits YES 

Up to 15 premium movie channels including 5 HBO, 
NO NO 

3 Cinemax and 3 Showtime channels from USSB YES NO NO 

Interactive on-screen guide YES NO NO 

Finally, an easy choiceiWith twice as many channels and the most advanced 
entertainment system available, DirecTV is the future of television, today. You 
get the widest variety of programming, the very best picture and sound, and the 
most reliable service. All delivered through the tiny 18-inch receiver dish! 

Come In Today! 

Dl RECTV. 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
122 South 6th, P.O. Box 200 

Petersburg, IL 62675 
1-800-872-1203 

Open 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 
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Board meeting report 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s Board of Direc¬ 
tors held its regular monthly meeting on Tues¬ 
day, April 23, 1996, in the office at Petersburg. 
The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m., Cen¬ 
tral Daylight Time, by President Warren D. 
Goetsch. Directors present in addition to Presi¬ 
dent Goetsch were: Edward L. Allspach, Morris 
L. Bell, Jerry W. Brooks, Michael E. Carls, James 
G. Graff, Gary L. Martin, Roy H. Seaney and 
Meredith L. Worner. Also present were manager 
Borland W. Smith, staff assistant Gerald E. 
Hedberg, auditor Bourk Dreyer, member services 
adviser Kevin D. Keiser and attorney Charles K. 
Smith. 

After roll call, the agenda for the meeting was 
approved with the addition of a review by mem¬ 
ber services adviser Keiser on the handheld meter 
reading devices and DIRECTV. 

Member services adviser Keiser reviewed with 
the board the progress of the meter readers and 
the use of the new handheld meter reading de¬ 
vice. He stated that this was the second month in 
which all of the meters were read using the 
handheld device. He then reviewed the activities 
and sales of the DIRECTV DBS equipment. After 
discussion, the board recommended that man¬ 
agement study the possibility of a financing pro¬ 
gram and return with a recommendation at the 
May board meeting. 

The Minutes of the March 21, 1996, board 
meeting were approved with corrections in regards 
to Director Bell’s trip to China. 

The board approved Inventory of Work Orders 
for March 1996 in the amount of $81,962.38. The 
board reviewed general fund checks # 118584 thru 
118880 amounting to $1,918,884.75. After dis¬ 
cussion and several questions, the payment of 
bills were approved. 

The board approved Membership Applications 
for February 1996 and March 1996. The board 
approved five (5) agreements for electric service. 

Bourk Dreyer of Quint-Dreyer & Company 
then reviewed with the board the 1995 Annual 
Financial Audit. After a thorough review of the 
audit, Mr. Dreyer fielded questions from the board 
in regards to specific sections of the audit, espe¬ 
cially those in regards to the FAS 106 accounting 
requirements. Mr. Dreyer then presented for the 
board’s consideration a proposal to prepare the 
Cooperative’s audits for the years 1996, 1997 and 
1998. Dreyer then departed the board room. 

Manager Smith reviewed the March 1996 
Operating Statement. Kilowatt-hour purchases 
were slightly under budget; however, kilowatt- 
hour sales were over budget by approximately 
400,000. Consequently, revenue was up by about 
$60,000, making the total margins for the month 
approximately $60,000 over budget. Combined 
with the excess over budget for the year-to-date 
ending February, total margins to date equal ap¬ 
proximately $200,000 over budget. Manager 
Smith then reviewed the Outage Summary and 
Safety Report. He reported that there was one 
recordable accident for the month; however, there 
was no lost time recorded. The Manager’s Report 
was approved as presented. 

Manager Smith then reviewed with the board 
the Annual Residential Revenue information com¬ 
paring Menard Electric with the other distribu¬ 
tion cooperatives in Illinois. He also distributed a 
rate information sheet comparing Menard 
Electric’s rates with the other distribution co-ops. 
Smith then presented Menard Electric’s home 
page on the Internet to the board and explained 
that the Cooperative will post worthy news items 
and services provided by the Cooperative. 

The board then considered Bourk Dreyer’s 
proposal for preparing the Cooperative’s audit for 
the next three years. After discussion, the board 
approved entering into a three year agreement. 

The board approved the Director Special Oc¬ 
casion Vouchers for the month. 

Member Services Report was approved as pre¬ 
sented. 

Director Bell reported on the recent activities 
of AIEC. 

Director Carls and Manager Smith reported 
on the recent activities of Soyland. 

Director Martin reported on the activities of 
the Annual Meeting Committee and the recent 
meeting of the Nominating Committee. 

Staff Assistant Hedberg reported on the cur¬ 
rent Capital Credit Estate refunds and his 
progress on the general refund to be made dur¬ 
ing the month of May. 

Director Bell and Manager Smith reported on 
the recent Illinois Cooperative Workers Compen¬ 
sation Group Annual Meeting. 

Under other business, the building commit¬ 
tee discussed property appraisals. 

The next board meeting will be May 28, 1996, 
at 7 p.m. The meeting adjourned at 11 p.m. 
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Construction 
standards 

Floors 
Many contractors still believe that floor insulation 

is not needed because heat rises. The fallacy of this be¬ 
lief is that heat does not rise—warm air does. Thermal 
heat transfer does not know any difference in direction, 
only temperature difference. If the floor is warmer above 
than below, heat will be transferred through the floor. 
The method of insulation varies depending on the type 
of floor being used. 

The floors above unheated basements and crawl 
spaces should be considered an integral part of the build¬ 
ing envelope and should be treated accordingly. All open¬ 
ings in the floor surface should be sealed and closed off. 
This includes openings for duct systems (especially reg¬ 
ister boots), electrical, telephone, security and CATV 
wiring systems and plumbing systems. The drain area 
for bathtubs and showers are especially important, as 
these are normally very large openings. 

Crawl Space 
Crawl space floors should be insulated to a mini¬ 

mum of R-19. One method of doing this is by insulating 
between the floor joists. If using kraft-faced batt insula¬ 
tion, the facing should be to the floor above. Some type 
of support should be provided for the batt insulation in 
addition to staples. This can be manufactured wire stays, 
heavy monofilament fishing line, or wire mesh (such as 
chicken wire, see Figure 20). Polyethylene plastic should 
not be used under the insulation as support material. 

If water lines or heating ducts are present, it may be 
desirable to insulate the crawl space walls to a mini¬ 
mum R-10 rather than the floor to prevent pipes from 
freezing. This can be done with fiberglass batts, wet spray 
cellulose, or 2” extruded polystyrene, polyurethane or 
polyisocyanurate rigid foam insulation. It is also impor¬ 
tant to insulate the box sill area. 

A 6-mil polyethylene plastic, continuous vapor bar¬ 
rier must be installed on the ground in the crawl space 
to prevent ground moisture from entering the crawl space 
area, as shown in Figure 21. This barrier should be turned 
up the sides of the walls at least 6 inches and should be 
completely sealed. If vents are installed in the crawl space 
walls, they must be sealed and closed in winter. 

Slab Floors 
As 8 inches of concrete has the same R-value as a 

single pane of glass, slab floors are subjected to high 
levels of heat loss. Any concrete floor less than two feet 
belowground (including walk-out basements), should be 
insulated to R-10 minimum. This can be done by install¬ 
ing 2-inch extruded polystyrene rigid foam insulation to 
the bottom of the slab and in 18 inches horizontally from 
the perimeter. (See Figure 22.) Slab floors more than two 
feet below grade are adequately insulated by the sur¬ 
rounding earth. 

Wire or 
Monofilament 

(fish line) 
. staple at 24" o.c. 
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Annual meeting set for June 8th 
Menard Electric Cooperative will hold its 59th 

Annual Meeting of Members on Saturday, June 8, 
1996, at the PORTA High School, located at the west 
edge of Petersburg. 

Prior to the business meeting, a free pork chop 
dinner will be served by the Cass County Pork Pro¬ 
ducers. Several displays will be set up, as well as 
the popular Bargain Table where small appliances 
can be purchased at special value prices. 

In addition, Menard Electric Cooperative will be 
giving away a Dual Output DBS Satellite System as 

this year’s “Early Bird” prize. During the business 
meeting, you will hear reports from officers of the 
Cooperative, elect three directors, and receive in¬ 
formation on the Cooperative’s financial picture. For 
a member of Menard Electric, this is a valuable 
meeting. It gives you an opportunity to take part in 
shaping your Cooperative’s future. 

Mark your calendar now and plan to join your 
fellow members and friends on June 8th. Who 
knows, you may go home with a new DBS Satellite 
System. 

The storm has passed but danger still lingers 
While we understand the urgency of restoring elec¬ 
tric power to all our members during and after se¬ 
vere storms, we consider hazardous conditions 
created by the storm our first priority. 

Power lines that have been snapped or pulled 
down as a result of a storm present a serious, even 
deadly, threat. If you come across a downed wire, 
stay completely away from it — don’t touch the wire, 
the pole to which it is attached or anything else in 
contact with the wire. Call Menard Electric imme¬ 
diately — don’t assume someone else will call or 

has already called. We want to know about downed 
wires as soon as possible so we can send our trained 
linemen to make the needed repairs. 

We encourage you to take a few moments today 
to teach your children about the dangers of downed 
electric wires. Instruct them to tell you or another 
adult as soon as possible about the problem and to 
warn other children to stay away. Never assume a 
wire is harmless. Let us make the determination 
and repairs. With your help, we can continue to keep 
our community safe from electrical accidents. 

Providing power to sparsely populated areas 
Before Menard Electric Cooperative was created, 
most rural homes did not have power, even though 
homes in city areas were electrified. Why? Existing 
power companies could not or would not serve the 
sparsely populated rural areas. 

With the creation of the Rural Electrification 
Administration, the rest of the story is histoiy. To¬ 
day people are fortunate enough to live almost any¬ 
where knowing electricity will be available. Living 
in the country certainly has its advantages, but it 
can have a few drawbacks. 

Since rural areas are sparsely populated, 
Menard Electric Cooperative maintains nearly 2,500 
miles of electric lines to serve almost 9,000 Coop¬ 
erative members. This is a lot of wire, in fact, if you 

stretched it in one direction it would reach from 
Springfield to San Francisco. In comparison, to serve 
the same number of consumers, investor-owned 
utilities would only have to maintain between 200- 
300 miles of power line, depending upon their con¬ 
sumer density. 

Consequently, the size of Menard Electric’s ser¬ 
vice territory is more susceptible to wind and 
storms. However, when Mother Nature does bring 
about an occasional outage, your Cooperative com¬ 
mands all of its resources to restore service as 
quickly as possible. We know you depend on us, so 
we will work day and night until the power is re¬ 
stored. 
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Budget billing begins in June--sign up NOW! 
This year, your Cooperative will once again of¬ 

fer budget billing to all Rate “a” Farm and Resi¬ 
dential single-phase services. The budget billing 
plan is a method whereby a member is rendered 
equal monthly bills for a maximum of 11 months. 
The budget billing cycle will begin on the June 30 
bill and will end on the April 30 bill. The May 30 
bill shows credits or debits, depending upon 
whether the member’s usage was higher or lower 
than the estimated amount over the previous 11 
months. 

The monthly amounts are determined by esti¬ 
mating the average kilowatt-hours used based on 
the actual usage of the previous 12 months. For 
new members, the budget amount will be deter¬ 
mined from an estimated usage based on the best 
available data. 

If you have any questions or would like to ap¬ 
ply for the budget billing plan, please contact the 
Cooperative office and we will be glad to send you 
the necessary information. 

Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s Board of Direc¬ 

tors held its regular monthly meeting on Thurs¬ 
day, March 21, 1996, in the office at Petersburg. 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.. Cen¬ 
tral Standard Time, by President Warren D. 
Goetsch. Directors present in addition to President 
Goetsch were: Edward L. Allspach, Morris L. Bell, 
Jerry W. Brooks, Michael E. Carls, James G. Graff, 
Gary L. Martin and Meredith L. Worner. Director 
Roy H. Seaney was absent. Also present were man¬ 
ager Dorland W. Smith, staff assistant Gerald E. 
Hedberg, and attorney Charles K. Smith. The 
agenda for the Meeting was approved as presented. 
The Minutes of the February 27, 1996 regular 
board meeting were approved as mailed with the 
Notice of the Meeting. 

The board approved Inventory of Work Orders 
for February 1996 in the amount of $39,878.85. 
The board reviewed checks (#118384 through 
118583) with the payment of bills for February 
1996 amounting to $2,273,667.27. After discus¬ 
sion, the payment of bills were approved. The board 
approved five Agreements for Electric Service. 

A member requesting to attend the board meet¬ 
ing then entered the board room. The board dis¬ 
cussed and granted the member’s request. 

Manager Smith reviewed the February 1996 
Operating Statement. Due to the colder than nor¬ 
mal weather, operating revenues were approxi¬ 
mately $14,000 over budget, making the total 
margins for the month about $65,000 over bud¬ 
get. Year-to-date operating revenue is approxi¬ 
mately $70,000 over budget with total margins 
exceeding budget by $139,000. The board then 
reviewed the performance ratios for February and 
discussed the balance sheet. The outage summary 

—. '.a..     JUMP 

for February was discussed showing a slightly 
greater number of outages for the month as com¬ 
pared to February 1995. However, the outage hours 
per member were approximately one-fourth the 
outage hours per member of February 1995. The 
Safety Report showed no recordable illnesses or 
injuries for the month of February. The Manager’s 
Report was approved as presented. 

The board approved the Special Occasion 
Vouchers for the month. 

The Uncollectible Accounts for the month were 
presented. After some discussion, the accounts 
were approved for Write-off. 

Director Bell reported on the recent activities 
of AIEC. 

Director Carls and Manager Smith reported on 
the recent activities of Soyland. 

Staff Assistant Hedberg reported on the recent 
capital credit estate refunds. 

Director Martin reported on the activities of the 
Annual Meeting committee. After his report, ap¬ 
pointments for the Nominating Committee were 
made. 

Manager Smith reported on the activities of the 
IL Cooperative Workers Compensation Group. 

Under other business, the board discussed and 
then renewed the contract with Burton Tree Ser¬ 
vice for right-of-way maintenance for 1996. 

Director Brooks reported on his attendance at 
NRECA educational course on “Communicating 
Cooperative Issues.” 

The next board meeting will be held Tuesday, 
April 23, 1996 at 7:00 p.m. The board also dis¬ 
cussed final arrangements for the upcoming 
NRECA Annual Meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:00 p.m. 
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Weatherstripping 

1/2" Plywood Door 

R-30 Rigid Insulation 

Metal Hinge 

Attach weights to counter balance 
as required for proper operation 

See mfg. specs for requirements 

18" or as required to clear Fan Housing 

ner, lights must be of the type that allow direct 
contact with insulating materials and must be to¬ 
tally covered by insulation or have insulated, air¬ 
tight boxes constructed above them. 

Attic wiring should be installed with enough 
slack that insulation is not restricted. Installing 

A passageway should be provided to permit access through 
the attic without compressing the insulation. For attic 
storage, expand the areas as illustrated. 

attic wiring runs on vertical truss members 18 
inches above the ceiling allows for full insulation 
and provides future access to the wiring. Bracing 
that may need to be installed on bottom chords of 
trusses for rigidity can also be installed on vertical 
chord members. (Check with your truss manufac¬ 
turer for their recommendations.) 

All attics above conditioned areas should be 
insulated to R-45. Insulating material should ex¬ 
tend completely over the top plate of walls at attic 
perimeters to eliminate cold corners in rooms be¬ 
low. Fiberglass batts should be trimmed to fit 
snugly around all obstructions, such as exhaust 
fans and truss members, and should fit snugly 
end-to-end. Knee walls or any wall exposed to the 
attic area should be insulated to R-30, as attics 
can reach extreme temperatures. 

Cellulose insulation should have stops placed 
at eaves to prevent the cellulose from being blown 
into the soffit area and to keep air movement from 
blowing the cellulose away from the attic perim¬ 
eter as shown in Figure 19. An alternative is to 
use wet spray (with glue additive) cellulose or fi¬ 
berglass batts for the first foot at eave ends. 

Standby power: Insurance against Mother Nature 
Buying a standby generator is like buying fire 

insurance — you may never need it, but it is in¬ 
valuable when trouble hits. 

Although our electrical system is highly de¬ 
pendable and reliable, it is subject to the whims of 
Mother Nature. 

How well are you prepared to handle a pro¬ 

longed outage? Now is the time to take inventory 
of your home and farm. Determine how you would 
pump water, move grain, keep pipes from freez¬ 
ing, and provide heat and ventilation for livestock. 
How will you heat your home and keep foods from 
spoiling? 

Now is the time to inventory your electrical 
needs. Assume you will experience long outages 

that could cause you inconvenience and financial 
loss. The cooperative does not sell standby gen¬ 
erators, but we do have personnel to help you ana¬ 
lyze your load and make recommendations. And 
remember: Standby generators are not normally 
stocked in any quantity, so don’t plan on buying 
one after an outage occurs. 

Remember, too, the installation of standby 
equipment requires a positive double-throw switch. 
Operating a standby generator without one is ex¬ 
tremely dangerous and could result in financial 
liability. 

Let us help you guard against any of those “acts 
of God” no one can foresee. 
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Construction Standards for Ceilings 
Please note that we are using excerpts from the book "A Guide to Energy EJJicient Construction Stan¬ 
dards." Since we aren’t referring to every illustration, our numbering appears to be off. The whole book is 
free from your co-op. 

Several items need to be considered during the 
construction process that relate to ceilings, and 
several of these might fall under the area of trusses. 
First of all, vaulted ceilings should be constructed 
with scissor trusses and not roof beam construc¬ 
tion, if at all possible. Trusses provide stronger 
support and allow more insulation to be placed in 
the ceiling. They also allow ventilation to occur from 
the eaves to the roof ridge. If scissors trusses can¬ 
not be used, wet spray cellulose should be installed, 
completely filling the ceiling cavity before the ceil¬ 
ing material is installed. As discussed earlier, cel¬ 
lulose has a higher R-value than fiberglass and 
does not allow air-carrying moisture to move 
through it. Hence, it does not need ventilation as 
fiberglass does. 

Insulation 

Sheathing 

Siding 

Thickness 

King Post Truss 
with raised top chord 

(Arkansas House Truss) 

In a roof with a 4-in-12 pitch, much of the ceil¬ 
ing will have less insulation than anticipated be¬ 
cause conventional rafters and trusses choke 
ceiling insulation down at the roof eaves. Raised 
heel or energy trusses take the “pinch” out of in¬ 
sulation restrictions by allowing the full thickness 
of ceiling insulation to be used at the eaves, as 
shown in Figure 14. As trusses are essentially cus¬ 
tom made anyway, modifying them will normally 
cost only $10 to $20 extra per truss. It is also rec¬ 
ommended that no roof pitch less than 6-in-12 be 
used. This allows for fewer restrictions at the eaves 
and provides for better attic ventilation. As the in¬ 
terior of the ceiling deck is steeper, air will be eas¬ 
ily tunneled to the peak where it can exit through 
the ridge vent. (The use of light colored roofing is 
also recommended.) The additional height also al¬ 
lows for better working conditions in the attic. 

Since the object of low energy consumption 
construction is to try to maintain the building en¬ 

velope integrity, the number of openings through 
the ceiling should be minimized. Attic access ports 
should be placed in unconditioned areas, such as 
the garage. If this is not possible, access ports 
should be insulated and weatherstripped. Typical 
methods are shown in Figures 15 and 16. Whole- 
house attic fans are not recommended. If they are 
used, provisions such as shown in Figure 17 
should be made so that they can be tightly cov¬ 
ered in the summer and winter with insulated 

Weatherstripping 

Ceiling 

Insulation 

Insulated 
Attic Access Door 

material. Boxing the fan in and providing a hinged 
lid is handy. Easy access in the attic should also 
be provided, such as a catwalk, as shown in Fig¬ 
ure 18. 

Soffits in kitchens and bathrooms should be 
constructed after the ceiling material has been in¬ 
stalled. Again, this will maintain the integrity of 
the ceiling surface. Any can or recessed lighting 
that is used should be installed in a soffit area. If 
recessed lighting cannot be installed in this man- 
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Menard Electric News 
MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 1-800-872-1203 217-632-7746 PETERSBURG, ILLINOIS 62675 

Co-op Comments 
With summer just around the corner, now 

would be a good time for you to have your air con¬ 
ditioner serviced. Keeping your air conditioner in 
proper working order and the compressor clean of 
debris will ensure peak operating performance 
during those hot, sultry days of summer. A well- 

maintained air conditioner will not only keep you 
comfortable during the hot summer time, but will 
also operate more efficiently and save you money. 

Annual meeting is June 8 
A reminder: Menard Electric Cooperative’s An¬ 

nual Meeting will be held on Saturday, June 8, 
1996 at the PORTA High School, located on the 
west edge of Petersburg. We’d love to see you there. 

Thanks to our members... 
* Who call promptly to notify the office when a 

power outage occurs, telling us exactly where the 
trouble is located and the cause. 

* Who grant right-of-way for construction and 
maintenance of lines to serve your neighbors, pro¬ 
viding adequate and reliable electric service to ev¬ 
erybody on the system. 

* Who are careful when using trucks and farm 
machinery around poles, lines and guy wires. 

* Who keep television antennas, silo-filling 
pipes and other equipment clear of all electric lines. 

* Who teach children all the rules of electric 

safety, both indoors and outdoors. 
* Who use extreme care when cutting trees near 

your electric lines. 
* Who notify the office when moving so electric 

service can be transferred to the new owner or dis¬ 
connected if no one will be using power. 

* Who report anything that is wrong with the 
lines, such as bad poles, broken guy wires, bro¬ 
ken strands on the line conductors and cracked 
or broken insulators. 

* Who keep signs, fence wires, nails and other 
hazards off the poles for the safety of our linemen. 

Are you digging this spring? 
If you plan to do any digging this spring and 

have questions as to whether there are any un¬ 
derground power lines in the area, Menard Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative encourages you to contact the 
Cooperative office at 1-800-872-1203 and talk to 
our Engineering Department. 

We will help locate the line for you so there will 
be no chance of you coming in contact with a high 
voltage power line. We do not subscribe to JULIE 

Office closing 
The cooperative office will be closed on Mon¬ 
day, May 27, in observance of Memorial Day. 
The office will resume normal business hours 
on Tuesday, May 28. 

services, so do not call them for location of Menard 
Electric lines. Call us—We can help. 

Truck bids now 
being accepted 
Your Cooperative is accepting sealed bids 

through May 17, 1996, for a 1989 GMC 1/2 ton 
cab and chassis with an 8.2 Detroit engine. The 
truck will be available for inspection at the Coop¬ 
erative office from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. Bids received will be opened Fri¬ 
day, May 17, 1996, at 4:30 p.m. 

Members of the Cooperative are invited to sub¬ 
mit bids on the truck. The Cooperative reserves 
the right to reject any and all bids. 
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Board meeting report am i 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s Board of Direc¬ 
tors held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, 
February 27, 1996, in the office at Petersburg. The 
meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.. Central 
Standard Time, by President Warren D. Goetsch. 
Directors present in addition to President Goetsch 
were Edward L. Allspach, Morris L. Bell, Jerry W. 
Brooks, James G. Graff, Gary L. Martin, Roy H. 
Seaney and Meredith L. Womer. Director Michael 
E. Carls was absent. Also present were manager 
Dorland W. Smith, staff assistant Gerald E. 
Hedberg, and attorney Charles K. Smith. The Min¬ 
utes of the January 23, 1996 regular board meet¬ 
ing were approved as mailed with the Notice of the 
Meeting. 

The board approved the Inventory of Work Or¬ 
ders for January 1996 in the amount of 
$40,115.25. The board reviewed checks (#118197 
through 118383) with the payment of bills for Janu¬ 
ary 1996 amounting to $1,738,145.24. After dis¬ 
cussion, the payment of bills were approved. The 
board approved three Agreements for Electric Ser¬ 
vice. Also, 34 membership applications and 19 
membership permits were approved for the month 
of January. 

Manager Smith then reviewed the January 
1996 Operating Statement. Because of the cold 
January, operating revenue was over budget by ap¬ 
proximately $56,000 making the total margins for 
the month over budget of about $75,000. The board 
then reviewed the performance ratios for the first 
month of the year and discussed showing approxi¬ 
mately twice as many outages for the month as 
occurred in the same month in 1995. However, the 
total interruption hours was approximately half of 
the total interruption hours of 1995, therefore giv¬ 
ing an average hour per consumer for the month 
of .45 as compared to 1.0 in 1995. The Safety Re¬ 
port showed no recordable illnesses or injuries for 
the month of January. Manager Smith then re¬ 
viewed with the board the year-end Form 7 which 
is filed with RUS and CFC. Manager Smith advised 
the board of the year-end requirements and his 
annual certification to CFC. The Manager’s Report 
was approved as presented. 

The board then approved the Special Occasion 
Vouchers for the month. 

Director Bell reported on the recent activities 
ofAIEC. 

In the absence of Director Carls, manager Smith 
reported on the recent activities of Soyland. The 
board discussed the Soyland regional meetings and 
several other Soyland meetings that were attended 
by the board president and attorney. 

The board appointed the candidates for the 
Soyland board for 1996. Director Michael E. Carls 
and manager Dorland W. Smith as the directors 

and Gary L. Martin as the alternate. 
Manager Smith reported on the request to RUS 

and CFC in regards to retirement of Capital Cred¬ 
its and informed the board that RUS no longer re¬ 
quired the board to have permission to retire 
additional capital credits as long as certain crite¬ 
ria are met. The board approved the refunding of 
capital credits through the year 1965 and the gen¬ 
eral fund for 1996. Staff assistant Hedberg reported 
on the activities on the estate refunds and the 
board approved the current estate refunds. 

Director Bell then reported on the By-Law Com¬ 
mittee meeting. The by-law committee reviewed 
several Articles in regards to the Cooperative by¬ 
laws. After much discussion, it was recommended 
that there be no proposed changes to the by-laws 
presented to the members at the Annual Meeting 
on June 8, 1996. 

Director Martin reported on the activities of the 
Annual Meeting Committee and reminded the di¬ 
rectors that their name for the nominating com¬ 
mittee needed to be available at the March board 
meeting. 

Manager Smith reported on the activities of the 
IL Cooperative Workers Compensation Group. 

Under other business, the board discussed the 
upcoming Legislative Conference to be held in 
Washington, D. C. in May and it was recommended 
that the manager make the necessary reservations. 

The board reviewed the policies in regards to 
safety and reaffirmed the current policies. 

The next board meeting will be Thursday, 
March 21, 1996 at 7:00 p.m. The board also dis¬ 
cussed final arrangements for the upcoming 
NRECA Annual Meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:45 p.m. 

Office closing 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s office will 
be closed on April 5, 1996 in observance 
of Good Friday. The cooperative office 

will resume normal business hours 
on Monday, April 8, 1996. 
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obstructions. Batts should never be compressed 
behind wiring, plumbing or other obstructions be¬ 
cause this greatly diminishes the performance of 
the batts. Figure 11 and 12 show the right and 
wrong ways of installing fiberglass insulation. Batts 

£ 

should never be forced between studs with differ¬ 
ent spacing than the batts. The batts must be 
trimmed to fit the space snugly, but not com¬ 
pressed, as shown in Figure 13. Care must also be 
taken to ensure that the batts fit snugly to the top 
plate and that no gaps are left between the batts 
or studs. If kraft-faced batts are being used instead 
of a continuous 6-mil polyethylene plastic vapor 
barrier, care must be taken to tape all seams and 
tears in the paper facing. Kraft paper is a vapor 
retarder, not a vapor barrier, so taping is extremely 
important for the kraft paper to be effective. 

It is recommended that when qualified applica¬ 
tors are available, strong consideration be given to 
using wet spray cellulose wall insulation. Although 
the wet spray cellulose will most likely be more 
costly to install its energy savings far outweigh any 
additional cost. 

RIGHT Qut insulation WRONG 

Just wait till you see DIRECTV 
News, music, movies, sports, weather, special events... 

A big technological revolution is here. And this time, state-of-the-art TV is available to 
rural and city residents alike. 

Would you like to own America’s best television system? 

Then contact Menard Electric Cooperative at 632-7746 or 800-872-1203 to learn 
more. With equipment starting at $597 and great program packages as low as 
about $1 a day, you can’t go wrong. 

• 18-inch receiving dish 
• Affordable, easy-to-use 
• State-of-the-art receiver and remote control 
• Crystal-clear digital pictures and sound 
• Approximately 175 channels 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
1-800-872-1203 

DIRECTV is a trademark, of DIRECTV, Inc., a unit of CM Hughes Electronics. 

DIRE CTV~ 
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Please note that we are using excerpts from the book “A Guide to Energy Efficient Construction Stan¬ 
dards. ” Since we aren’t referring to every illustration, our numbering appears to be off. The whole book 
is free from your co-op. 

Construction Standards Walls 
Caulking and sealing of the exterior wall and 

its components are very important to the overall 
efficiency of the home. As most lumber is not per¬ 
fectly straight, and cannot be butted perfectly, 
there are usually cracks in the joints between com¬ 
ponents. These cracks are too small to fill with in¬ 
sulation and so should be caulked to seal them. 
As shown in Figure 9, the following areas need 
special attention. 

1. Box sill: use sill sealer (foam or fiberglass). 
2. Sole plate: caulk to subfloor or use sill sealer. 
3. Double top plate: caulk the joint between 

the two plates. 
4. Double or triple studs: caulk the joints. 
5. Headers: caulk the joints on all four sides. 
6. All plate openings: this includes electric, 

plumbing and any other openings made in the 
plate. This includes all interior and exterior walls. 

7. Outlets or octagon boxes facing to the exte¬ 
rior; caulk to the exterior boxing. 

Foam sealants work very well for many of these 
applications and can be purchased in larger com¬ 
mercial containers that have long hoses and valves 
that make installation easier and cleaner than the 
small residential cans available at most discount 
stores. You may need to make arrangements with 
your building center ahead of time in case they 
need to order commercial canisters for you. 

Basement walls should be insulated to R-10 
minimum. This can be done by studding the walls 
out and using either fiberglass insulation, wet 
spray cellulose, or 2-inch expanded polyurethane 
rigid insulation. Either way, the walls should have 
a 6-mil polyethylene plastic barrier placed over the 
concrete before any material is placed against the 
walls. If the floor above the basement is insulted 
to R-19, the basement walls may be exempted from 
the insulation requirement. However, all duct work 
exposed to the basement environment must be 
insulated to R-6 and all duct seams must be sealed. 

Sometimes forgotten, but occasionally a large 
source of heat loss, is the box sill. If you are insu¬ 
lating the basement or crawl space, do not forget 
to insulate this area. Here again, moisture control 
should be considered as basement walls and crawl 
spaces tend to contain fairly high levels of mois¬ 
ture vapor. Insulating materials should have a low 
perm rating (resistant to moisture penetration) and 
should fit snugly and be caulked into place. This 
will prevent moisture from being carried to the cold 
wood and allowing condensation to occur. Another 
area similar to the box sill is the band joist in two 
story construction. The band joist should be insu- 
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lated to the same R-value as the walls above and 
below it. 

When installing fiberglass batts between studs, 
its important to cut the insulation to fit around 
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Menard Electric News 
MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 1-800-872-1203 217-632-7746 PETERSBURG, ILLINOIS 62675 

Co-op Comments 

Marcel and Denise Verreault will be celebrat¬ 
ing their 30th wedding anniversary on April 11, 
1996. Marcel is a leadman working on the line con¬ 
struction crew for your Cooperative. 

**** 

For those members with an electric water heater 
who would like to begin saving as much as $144 a 
year on their electric bill, please feel free to con¬ 
tact the Cooperative office and ask about our Load 
Management Program. 

**** 

Ed Allspach 
honored 

The Logan County Soil and Water Conservation 
District honored Edward L. 
Allspach on Feb. 1, 1996, at 
its district’s annual dinner, 
for serving 35 years as a di¬ 
rector. During his tenure, Ed 
served as board president on 
three different occasions and 
has received several conser¬ 
vation awards. 

During the evening, 
Ed received words of appre¬ 
ciation from State Represen¬ 
tative John Turner and 

Randy Grove of Illinois Department of Agriculture. 
Dinner speaker Max Armstrong, a farm broad¬ 

caster with WGN radio, presented Ed with a com¬ 
memorative plaque and pen for his services. Ed is 
also a director of your cooperative representing Dis¬ 
trict 9, which incorporates the Williamsville, Niantic 
and Mt. Pulaski areas. We extend our congratula¬ 
tions to Ed! 

With spring in the air, many members begin 
thinking of building that new dream home. If you 
find yourself in that situation, please contact Me¬ 
nard Electric and ask about the Energy Efficient 
Construction Standard booklet. It will give you tips 
on how to build your home so that it will use en¬ 
ergy as efficiently as possible. Those members who 
follow the guidelines and wish to enroll in the Cer¬ 
tified Comfort Home Program may be eligible for a 
$500 rebate. 

**** 

A reminder: Menard Electric Cooperative’s 59th 
Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday, June 8, 
1996, at the PORTA High School located in Pe¬ 
tersburg. Mark your calendar now and plan to at¬ 
tend this year’s annual meeting. 

SERVICE.. 0 The service that our employ¬ 

ees provide is something that we take great pride 
in. It is this service, and our employees’ genuine 
concern for our member-owners, which make 
Menard Electric Cooperative a company we can all 
be proud of. Below is a thank-you letter we received 
recently which illustrates the dedication of our 
employees. 

A note of thanks 
On Feb. 4 at 3:50 a.m. our power went off. Dave 

called Menard Electric. One hour later, a service¬ 
man was out, quickly located the problem and tem¬ 
porarily fixed the burned off wire. 

A man at Menard Electric called us and in¬ 
formed us what had happened and that another 
serviceman was on his way. Even though it was 
the coldest night of the year, these two men worked 
and soon had the wire fixed. Our power was only 
off about 11/2 hrs. 

We wanted these men to know how much they 
were appreciated and to thank them for respond¬ 
ing so quickly. Sure it’s their job but no one likes 
to get out of a warm bed and go out into -20 de¬ 
gree temperature. Menard Electric should be proud 
of their servicemen. Electric utilities are always 
getting bad raps but this time we wanted to say 
something good. To all involved, a big thank you. 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, Janu¬ 
ary 23, 1996, in the office at Petersburg. The meet¬ 
ing was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Central Standard 
Time, by president Warren D. Goetsch. Directors 
present in addition to president Goetsch were Michael 
E. Carls, Morris L. Bell, James G. Graff, Gary L. 
Martin and Meredith L. Worner. Directors Edward L. 
Allspach, Roy H. Seaney and Jerry W. Brooks were 
absent. Also present were manager Borland W. 
Smith, staff assistant Gerald E. Hedberg, and attor¬ 
ney Charles K. Smith. 

The agenda for the meeting was approved as pre¬ 
sented. The minutes of the December 19, 1995 regu¬ 
lar board meeting were approved as mailed with the 
notice of the meeting. 

The board approved the Inventory of Work Or¬ 
ders for November 1995 in the amount of $49,166.07 
and for December 1995 totaling $42,670.77 

The board reviewed checks No. 117694 through 
118196 for the payment of bills for November and 
December 1995 amounting to $1,738,468.74 for No¬ 
vember and $1,773,455.92 for December. Manager 
Smith answered several questions in regards to the 
amounts and purpose of several checks after which 
the payment of bills were approved. 

The board then reviewed membership applica¬ 
tions for November and December 1995. The board 
approved 59 memberships and 13 service permits 
for November 1995, and 33 memberships and 6 ser¬ 
vice permits for December 1995. Also approved were 
seven agreements for electric service. 

Manager Smith then reviewed with the board the 
December 1995 and year-end Operating Statement. 
Monthly totals for expenses were approximately 
$62,000 over budget for the month of December 1995 
and the total margins were approximately $100,000 
below budget for the month. Looking at year-to-date, 
the preaudit report showed total margins of $557,000 
or approximately $260,000 over budget for the year. 
Operating costs for the year were approximately 
$ 196,000 below budget and operating revenues were 
approximately $34,000 above budget for the year. 
Manager Smith explained that these totals might vary 
slightly after the auditors have an opportunity to 
make determinations as to disposition of several 
minor items. Manager Smith commented that the Co¬ 
operative ended the year with approximately 37.6% 
equity and easily made the TIER goals as required in 
the RUS & CFC mortgages. 

Manager Smith reviewed with the board the an¬ 
nual year-end cash budget and cash position. Total 
cash expenditures were approximately $17,000 less 
than budgeted. Revenues for the year exceeded the 
budgeted cash-in by about $448,000. This meant that 
the Cooperative ended the year with a cash position 
of about $465,000 greater than anticipated. The 
monthly Outage Summary was reviewed by the board 
along with the year-end report. The monthly num¬ 
ber of outages were approximately the same as De¬ 
cember 1994 with the total outages for the year being 
slightly under the total for 1994. Total consumer 

hours for 1995 exceeded 1994, therefore the average 
hours per consumer was slightly higher than the 
preceding year. However, the total average hours per 
consumer was well under RUS guidelines. The Safety 
Report for the month showed no recordable illness 
or injuries for December. The board also reviewed 
the Annual Safety Report which showed one record¬ 
able incident with no lost time hours for 1995. The 
Manager’s Report was approved. 

Manager Smith then reviewed the Sick Leave Bo¬ 
nus Policy after which the board approved continu¬ 
ing the policy for another year. 

Member Services Report for the 4th Quarter was 
approved. The board approved the Directors Special 
Occasion Vouchers for the month. 

The Uncollectible Accounts for the month were 
presented. After some discussion, the accounts were 
approved for Write-Off. 

At this time, Earl Struck, the president of the 
Association of IL Electric Cooperatives was welcomed 
into the board room. Earl made a presentation on 
the recent activities of the AIEC and answered board 
questions on several AIEC projects. After Mr. Struck’s 
presentation, he departed the board room. 

At that time. Director Bell completed the report 
of the recent AIEC board meeting and their activi¬ 
ties. 

Directors Carl and Martin reported on the recent 
Soyland board meeting and the Soyland activities. 
Directors Carl reminded the board that there would 
be regional informational meetings coming up to 
which all of the directors would be invited. 

Manager Smith then presented a resolution to 
the board for consideration on Capital Credit Refunds 
for 1996. This resolution would request permission 
from RUS and CFC to allow the refunds to exceed 
the normal 25 percent of previous years margins for 
capital credit refund purposes. The board would like 
to refund capital credits for the years 1957 through 
1965 along with estates for 1996. Resolution was 
approved. 

Director Bell reported on the recent Building 
Committee Meeting and the board directed Manager 
Smith to proceed with the board’s recommendation. 

The board then considered changing the board 
meeting for March, 1996, as the regular fourth Tues¬ 
day meeting date will occur during the NRECA An¬ 
nual Meeting. The board decided, therefore, to hold 
its regular March meeting on Thursday, March 21, 
1996. 

Director Martin reviewed the activities of the An¬ 
nual Meeting committee and advised the board that 
the Annual Meeting date was being rescheduled to 
June 8th, as the school facilities would not be avail¬ 
able on Saturday, June 1st. 

Manager Smith made a brief report on the activi¬ 
ties of the IL Cooperative Workers Compensation 
Group. 

The next board meeting will be February 27, 
1996, at 7:00 p.m. There being no further business, 
the meeting adjourned at 11:15 p.m. 
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Energy-saving construction methods 
Building tip #1 — With spring just around the 
corner, now is the time of year when many mem¬ 
bers begin making plans to build their special 
dream home. Unfortunately, many of these 
homes will be built using techniques that will 
ultimately cost the member extra money for 
heating and cooling bills. 

Beginning this month, your cooperative will 
provide you with building techniques that not 
only will save you money, but will make your 

dream home as comfortable as possible. By the 
way, many of these techniques cost little or noth¬ 
ing to incorporate. 

During the next several months, we will spot¬ 
light a building tip in each Menard Electric cen¬ 
ter section. These tips will all come from the 
“Guide to Energy Efficient Construction Stan¬ 
dards” booklet. In order to receive a copy of the 
booklet, please feel free to contact the coopera¬ 
tive office. 

Construction Standards 
Walls 

All exterior walls should be framed using cor¬ 
ner and partition posts as shown in Figure 4. This 
type of construction minimizes air pockets and 
allows for full insulation of the exterior walls. If 
you have heard critics of tight home construction 
state that a tight home causes moisture and mil¬ 
dew in the corners, they are not fully insulating 

Figure 4 

corner and partition posts, such as Figure 5. As 
mentioned, cold corners can cause condensation 
to occur and if left unchecked, mildew can appear. 
This new type of corner prevents that. It is also 

Figure 5 

Figure 8 

Header 

Styrofoam 

easier to frame, as the framing members can be 
built in place, rather than having to “pre-build” a 
corner or partition post. 

If you are using 2x6 exterior walls, studs could 
be placed on 24" centers, unless the wall is sup¬ 
porting a room above (second story). Placing 2 x 
6’s on 16" centers lowers the thermal efficiency of 
the wall. A stud has approximately one square foot 
of exterior surface area, and each 2x6 stud has 
an R-value of 6.875. Each additional stud there¬ 
fore lowers the R-value 12 points for a square foot 
of wall. On a wall 50 feet long, there would be 12 
more studs if placed on 16" centers versus 24" cen¬ 
ters. This would lower the thermal resistance of 
12 square feet of the wall (or three percent of the 
wall) by 12.12 R-value points. 

If you are using 2x6 exterior walls, you should 
also use insulated headers over doors and win¬ 
dows, as in Figure 8. Using expanded polyurethane 
provides a rigid backing for the plywood and brings 
the overall R-value of the header to 15.11, not 
much different than the R-19 of the remainder of 
the wall. 
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Comparing bills isn’t accurate 
A question we commonly hear is:"Why is my 

bill higher than my neighbor’s? They have the 
same appliances we have.” 

There are many reasons why one family may 
use more electricity than another, though they 
have the same appliances. Here are a few: 

One housewife (or more likely the kids) may 
open the refrigerator twice as often as others. Each 
time the door opens, cold air rushes out and the 
compressor must run more to replace it. 

Electric ranges use electricity according to the 
type and number of meals prepared. 

One family may keep its freezer full, while an¬ 
other may have very little food in it. An empty 
freezer runs more often than a full one. 

No two families have the same amount of 
washing or ironing. One may wash once a week. 

while the other does laundry every day. Every 
washing and ironing session adds to an electric 
bill. 

Then, too, the amount of hot water used var¬ 
ies from family to family. One extra shower per 
day makes a big difference in electric bills over a 
month’s time. Have your neighbors turned their 
water heater down to 120 degrees while yours is 
140 or above? If the floor plans of your homes dif¬ 
fer, how far is your water heater from the utility or 
bath compared to your neighbors’s? 

Each factor by itself may look insignificant, but 
add them together and it becomes obvious that 
no two families live alike and, therefore, no two 
electric bills will be the same. Your bill may be 
higher than one neighbor but it may be lower than 
the neighbor on the other side of the road. 

Farm buildings and bins 
Menard wants you to be aware of the mini¬ 

mum clearance requirements of grain bins and 
buildings from our overhead conductors. 

We urge you to have the site plan for the con¬ 
struction of any of these structures reviewed by 
our engineering personnel prior to the start of 
work at the site. This will assure both parties 
that the correct clearance requirements will be 
met. In going over the plan with our engineers, 
problems that may arise during or after the erec¬ 
tion can be resolved. Possibly, the shifting of the 
bin/building a few feet on the plot will exclude 
the relocation of our lines. 

If, as the only alternative, our facilities have 
to be rerouted or revamped, it is always cheaper 
and safer to do the work before the structure is 

built than after the fact. The owner of the bin/ 
building will be billed for the cost of the rebuild 
and the service will not be connected until the 
full amount of the invoice has been paid. 

Nothing is more saddening than to hear of 
the electrocution of a workman on top of a build¬ 
ing being built under power lines, then to dis¬ 
cover that the relationship of the building to the 
line does not comply with the National Electric 
Code and had never been discussed with our 
engineers. 

We strongly urge you to contact our Engi¬ 
neering Department before any definite purchase 
or erection decisions are concluded. It will save 
all concerned parties much anguish, frustration 
and, possibly, a life. 

Just wait till you see DIRECTV 
News, music, movies, sports, weather, spe¬ 

cial events... 
A big technological revolution is here. 

And this time, state-of-the-art TV is available to 
rural and city residents alike. 

Would you like to own America’s best televi¬ 
sion system? 

Then contact Menard Electric Coopera¬ 
tive at 632-7746 or 800-872-1203 to learn 
more. 

With equipment starting at $597 and 
great program packages as low as about $1 a 
day, you can't go wrong. 

• 18-inch receiving dish 
• Affordable, easy-to-use 
• State-of-the-art receiver and remote con¬ 

trol 
• Crystal-clear digital pictures and sound 
• Approximately 175 channels 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
1-800-872-1203 

DIRECTV is a trademark of DIRECTV, Inc., a 
unit of GM Hughes Electronics. 
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Co-op Comments 

On Jan. 16, 1996, Corey and Jodi Stone wel¬ 
comed a new arrival to their family, Alison Jane 
Stone. Alison weighed in at 7 lbs., 12 oz. Welcom¬ 
ing Alison home is a big sister, Haylie. Congratu¬ 
lations to the Stone family. 

***** 

Troy and Michele Shafer will be celebrating 
their fifth wedding anniversary on March 2, 1996. 
Troy is an apprentice lineman working on the line 
construction crew for your Cooperative. 

***** 

On Feb. 4, 1996, Jeff Schenkel completed five 
years of service with Menard Electric Cooperative. 
Jeff is a journeyman lineman for your cooperative. 

***** 

On Feb. 3, 1996, Brock Meyer was promoted 
to a journeyman lineman after having successfully 
completed his four-year training as an apprentice 
lineman. Congratulations to Troy, Jeff and Brock! 

***** 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s 1996 Annual 
Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, June 8, 1996, 
at the PORTA High School in Petersburg. Mark 
your calendar now and plan to attend!! 

***** 

Douglas and Robin Pettit welcomed a new ad¬ 
dition to their family on Friday, Jan. 26, 1996. Anne 
Elizabeth was born at 6:02 a.m. and weighed 7 
lbs. 5 oz. Welcoming Anne home is a big brother, 
Jacob. Congratulations to the Pettit family. 

Your best heating and air conditioning value 
begins with a G. But it’s not gas. 

It’s Geothermal. 
Geothermal heating, cooling and water heat¬ 

ing. We call it System:GT. Geothermal heating, 
cooling and water heating is a 
system that collects heat from 
liquid circulated through 
pipes buried in the earth. This 
method concentrates the heat, 
then circulates comfortable, 
warm air throughout your 
home. The ability to move heat 
is the secret of System: GTs in¬ 
credible efficiency. In fact, the 
most efficient gas and oil fur¬ 
naces use three times as much 
energy to create heat as System:GT uses to move 
the same amount of heat. Simply stated: It is 
the most efficient heating system today. 

v System:GT can air condition your home in 
the summer by reversing its heat moving pro¬ 
cess — and the efficiency is just as spectacular 
as its heating capability. System:GT can pro- 

V !  

vide a 30 percent gain in air conditioning effi¬ 
ciency when compared to other air condition¬ 

ing methods. 
System: GT can heat your 

water, too. It can satisfy virtu¬ 
ally all your water heating 
needs in the summer at no 
additional cost. Winter savings 
can be as much as 40 percent. 

In short, System:GT pro¬ 
vides year-round comfort 
while combining the wise use 
of energy resources with the 
lowest possible operating cost. 

It is convenient, safe and clean. It’s the latest 
in heating and cooling technology. 

For your free copy of “System:GT — Your 
Guide to Geothermal Heating, Cooling and Wa¬ 
ter Heating,” call Menard Electric, 1-800-872- 
1203. 

 J 
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Board meeting report 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of di¬ 
rectors held its regular monthly meeting on 
Tuesday, December 19, 1995, in the office at 
Petersburg. The meeting was called to order at 
7:00 p.m. Central Standard Time, by president 
Warren D. Goetsch. Directors present in addi¬ 
tion to President Goetsch were Edward L. 
Allspach, Michael E. Carls, Roy H. Seaney, Mor¬ 
ris L. Bell, James G. Graff and Gaiy L. Martin. 
Directors Meredith L. Worner and Jerry W. 
Brooks were absent. Also present were manager 
Borland W. Smith, staff assistant Gerald E. 
Hedberg, and attorney Charles K. Smith. 

The agenda for the meeting was approved as 
presented. The minutes of the November 28, 
1995 regular board meeting and the minutes of 
the executive session of the November 28, 1995 
meeting were approved as mailed with the no¬ 
tice of the meeting. 

The board approved an agreement for elec¬ 
tric service. 

Manager Smith then presented the Operat¬ 
ing Report for the month of November. Kilowatt 
hour sales for the month of November were ap¬ 
proximately 730,000 less than budgeted. There¬ 
fore, margins for the month were approximately 
$30,000 less than budget, however, year-to-date 
margins are still well over $600,000. The out¬ 
age report for the month showed the same num¬ 
ber of outages as November of 1994, however, 
total outage hours were about 20% of the out¬ 
age hours for the same month in 1994. Average 
hours per consumer this year are approximately 
4, which was the eleven month average in 1994. 
The Safety Report showed no recordable illnesses 
or injuries for the month of November. The 
Manager’s Report was approved. 

Directors Special Occasion Vouchers for the 
month were reviewed and approved. 

Morris L. Bell commented on several items 
for the AIEC, but as the monthly board meeting 
would not be held until later in the week, he did 
not have an AIEC board meeting report. 

Due to the fact that Soyland did not hold a 
board meeting in December, there was no 
Soyland report. 

Manager Smith presented the results of the 
1995 physical inventory. The board discussed 
the inventory and approved the adjusting jour¬ 
nal entry. 

The board reviewed the “Employees Vacation 
Policy” and approved the changes. 

Manager Smith discussed the disposition of 
the balance of the PMA contribution to NRECA. 
After discussion, the board elected to leave the 
balance of their funds with NRECA for further 
PMA activities. 

The budget for 1996 was presented by man¬ 
ager Smith along with the cash budget. Discus¬ 
sion of several items included the possible 
replacement of the heating plant in the existing 
office building. The replacement of the heating 
plant was referred to the Building Committee 
for their recommendations at a future board 
meeting. The budget as presented for 1996 was 
approved. 

Vice president Martin reported on the activi¬ 
ties of the Annual Meeting Committee, calling 
the board’s attention to serveral dates leading 
up to the the Annual Meeting, with this year's 
meeting to be held on June 1, 1996 at the 
PORTA High School. 

Staff assistant Hedberg reported on the Capi¬ 
tal Credit estate refunds. Total refunds for the 
year were just under $300,000 approximately 
$182,000 in general refunds and approximately 
$118,000 in estate refunds. 

The board then discussed delegates and al¬ 
ternates to the NRECA Annual Meeting and the 
following were appointed. 
Director Graff, NRECA Delegate Manager Smith, 
alternate 
Director Brooks, CFC Delegate Manager Smith, 
alternate 
Director Allspach, NRTC Delegate Manager 
Smith, alternate 

Manager Smith reported on the recent ac¬ 
tivities of the Illinois Cooperative Workers Com¬ 
pensation Group and informed the board that 
the Board ofTrustees was recommending an ad¬ 
ditional dividend for 1995. This dividend would 
probably be paid in the summer of 1996, fur¬ 
ther reducing the premium cost for workers com¬ 
pensation. 

Under other business, the By-law Commit¬ 
tee decided to have a By-law Committee meet¬ 
ing discussing the necessary changes which may 
be needed in the by-laws. The committee will 
meet 10:00 a.m. on January 12, 1996 at the co¬ 
operative office. 

The next board meeting will be held on Tues¬ 
day, January 23, 1996 at 7:00 p.m. There being 
no further business, the meeting adjourned at 
9:30 p.m. 
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Electric heat tapes 

Potential fire hazard 
People who use electric heat tapes to prevent 

exposed water pipes from freezing are being cau¬ 
tioned by government safety experts to inspect the 
tapes for possible fire hazards. 

According to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC), 500 house fires in the last 
seven years are believed to have been caused by 
electric heat tapes. Also known as pipe heating 
cables, heat tapes consist of two wires enclosed in 
molded plastic insulation that emit heat due to 
electrical current passing through the wires when 
the cable is plugged into an outlet. 

The tapes are commonly used in crawl spaces 
and in the substructure of homes and mobile 
homes and are usually energized after the first 
freezing temperatures. Some heat tapes are 
plugged in year-round and a thermostat located 
in the power supply cord of the heat tape turns on 
the tape whenever the outdoor temperature ap¬ 
proaches freezing. CPSC reports that improper 
installation by consumers is a frequent cause of 
home fires. 

In one study of 35 fires, agency investigators 
learned that 40 percent of the heat tapes were 

“overwrapped,” that is, the tape was lapped over 
itself when the consumer installed the tape around 
the pipe. 

The agency offered these suggestions: 
•Inspect all heat tapes now or have a licensed 

electrician check them for proper installation or 
deteriorated electrical insulation. Refer to any in¬ 
stallation instructions that accompanied the heat 
tape when you bought it. 

•If you are purchasing new heat tapes or cables, 
know the diameter of the pipe you are protecting 
as well as the total length of the pipe. Manufac¬ 
turers normally suggest specific lengths of tape for 
certain pipe lengths and diameters. Match your 
needs to the heat tape you are buying. 

•Older heat tapes may be used on plastic pipes; 
check to make certain the heat tape you are using 
is recommended specifically for the plastic pipe in 
question. 

•Finally, manufacturers emphasize that heat 
tapes should never be used over the thermal insu¬ 
lation on a pipe or near flammable objects. Inspect 
previously installed heat tapes to make certain 
these fire hazards do not exist in your home. 

Standby generator needs 
double-throw switch 

A portable generator or alternator, used at 
home as an emergency power supply source, can 
be a wonderful device in times of power loss. 

However, even the most useful device can cause 
serious problems if not used correctly. 

One of the most common misconceptions about 
portable generators is that they can be plugged 
directly into a house’s circuitry and be used to 
substitute for the loss of power during an outage. 
Plugging such a power source directly into your 
home’s circuits can cause serious electrical prob¬ 
lems, including burned out and badly overloaded 
circuits, creating a fire hazard. 

Portable power units are designed and rated 
to handle specific power loads, which should be 
carefully adhered to at all times. Trying to operate 
an entire household circuit system on a portable 

unit is asking for trouble. In addition, when power 
is fed into your household circuits from a portable 
unit it is also being fed into your outside lines, 
energizing otherwise “dead” lines during outages. 
Such action can lead to severe damage to the sys¬ 
tem, as well as create a serious safety hazard. 

Double-pole switches must be installed at the 
meter box to prevent power from entering incom¬ 
ing lines, reducing the potential for serious prob¬ 
lems. 

If you own such a unit or are planning on pur¬ 
chasing one, make sure you know the operating 
limits of this devise. If you are not sure, please feel 
free to ask for advice from the Engineering Depart¬ 
ment at Menard Electric. They can be helpful in 
giving you specific wiring guides as set by the Na¬ 
tional Electrical Code. 

WARNING: 
IF YOU THINK THE POWER IS OFF 

WHEN THE SWITCH IS OFF, 
YOU’RE WRONG. 
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Cooperative services 

Budget Billing 
Our Budget Billing Plan is designed to 

equalize your monthly electric bills. It is 
available to all members with a good pay¬ 
ment record. 

Security Lighting 
For a nominal 

monthly rental charge 
the Cooperative will in 
stall a high-pressure s 
dium light and will be 
the maintenance of the light. 

Electric Safety and Energy Education 
Your Cooperative is ready and willing to 

assist in safety and energy programs for any 
interested group, club or school. 

Energy Audits 
The Member Services Department of your 

Cooperative can recommend and provide you 
with information on energy saving tips on 

weatherization, new con¬ 
struction and/or remodel¬ 
ing your home. 

Heat Loss/Heat 
Gain Calculations 

Your Member Services 
Department can assist 
you in calculating how 

much heat your house will lose in the winter 
and gain in the summer. Once this calcula¬ 
tion is complete, we can help estimate the 
annual cost for running any particular sys¬ 
tem you may be interested in. 

Crime Watch Program 
Menard Electric Cooperative is part of a 

“Crime Watch” Program that is aimed at re¬ 
ducing rural crime. 

Geothermal Rebate 
For members who are installing geother¬ 

mal heating and cooling systems, Menard 
Electric Cooperative offers a rebate of $333 
per ton. 

Load Management Program 
Menard Electric Cooperative offers a Load 

Management Program on electric water heat¬ 
ers that will enable the Cooperative, to a cer¬ 
tain extent, to control its wholesale power 
cost, as well as provide the member with a 
rate reduction on a monthly basis. 

Water Heater Rebate Program 
Menard Electric Coop¬ 

erative offers members 
who install a new electric 
water heater a rebate of 
$ 150 providing it has a 
40-gallon storage capacity 
or larger and enrolls in 
our load management 
program. Members who 
install an electric water 
heater that is replacing a 
gas water heater meeting 
the above requirements 
will receive $175. 

Illinois Country Living 
The ICL magazine is a primary source for 

getting pertinent information to our mem¬ 
bers. Reading the center section of the Illinois 
Country Living each months helps inform 
Cooperative members of operations and ac¬ 
tivities of their Cooperative. 

Certified Comfort Home Program 
Members who are building a new home 

and who incorporate the building techniques 
we suggest in our certified comfort home pro¬ 
gram can receive an additional $500 rebate. 
In addition to this rebate the techniques we 
suggest will save you money month after 
month and year after year in energy savings. 

If you would like more information 
on any of the above programs, 

please contact Menard Electric Cooperative at 
1 -800-872-1203 or 632-7746. 
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Co-op Comments 
In most homes, smoke detectors are something 

not normally noticed or thought about, yet they 
provide you and your family with an early warning 
detection of fire that can save your life. 

Battery operated smoke alarms should be 
tested at least twice a year. If you are like most of 
us, the smoke alarm is often overlooked. Please 
take a moment and test your smoke alarm today. 

***** 

As a reminder to all members who use a fur¬ 
nace which burns a fossil fuel for heating, the Co¬ 
operative has available small carbon monoxide 
patches upon request. Remember, the burning of 
any type of fossil fuel gives off a by-product of car¬ 

bon monoxide. High enough concentrations of car¬ 
bon monoxide can be lethal. 

***** 

On February 14, Janey Ames will have com¬ 
pleted 5 years of service with your Cooperative. 
Janey is a records clerk working in the Coopera¬ 
tive office. 

***** 

On Monday, December 18, Troy and Michele 
Shafer welcomed a new addition to their family. 
Logan Shafer was born Monday morning, weigh¬ 
ing in at 10 pounds, 2 ounces. Logan is welcomed 
home by big sister. Savanna. Congratulations to 
the Shafer family. 

THE Smiths JUST GOT 
DIRECTV... 
THERE GOES THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD! 

You’ve heard about it. You’ve read about it. 
Some of your friends may have even bragged 

about it. So, why can’t you see the satellite dish when you pass their house? 
Since DIRECTV is delivered by the Digital Satellite System and the tiny, 18- 

inch receiving dish, many people don’t know their neighbors have entered the 
digital television revolution. The DSS dish mounts easily to a window sill, chim¬ 
ney, porch railing...almost anywhere...and almost always out of sight. 

DIRECTV brings up to 175 channels of the most popular cable networks, top 
Hollywood movies, exclusive pro and college sports and the best in family enter¬ 
tainment. For the nearly 1 million DIRECTV viewers nationwide - including 
your neighbors - there’s no doubt where to look for the best in quality, afford¬ 
able television programming. 

The Choice is Clear. DIRECTV. 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 
held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, No¬ 
vember 28, 1995, in the office at Petersburg. The 
meeting was called to order at 7 p.m.. Central Day¬ 
light Time, by president Warren D. Goetsch. Di¬ 
rectors present in addition to president Goetsch 
were Edward L. Allspach, Michael E. Carls, Roy 
H. Seaney, Morris L. Bell, Jerry W. Brooks, James 
G. Graff and Meredith L. Worner. Director Gary L. 
Martin was absent. Also present were manager 
Dorland W. Smith, staff assistant Gerald E. 
Hedberg, attorney Charles K. Smith and Jim 
Kaufman, regional vice-president of CFC, and 
Elizabeth Aguirre, financial adviser with CFC. 

The agenda for the meeting was approved as 
presented. The minutes of the October 24, 1995, 
regular board meeting were approved as mailed 
with the notice of the meeting. 

The board approved the Inventory of Work Or¬ 
ders for October 1995 in the amount of 
$75,794.69. 

The board considered approval of bills as rep¬ 
resented by the list of checks No. 117440 through 
No. 117693 totaling $1,752,755.11. After discus¬ 
sion and questions in regard to several checks, 
the board approved the payment of bills for the 
month of October 1995. The board approved 62 
new memberships and 13 service permits. They 
also approved two agreements for electric service. 

Manager Smith presented the Operating Re¬ 
port for the month of October. Sales for the month 
of October were approximately 1 million kilowatt- 
hours less than budget, therefore margins for the 
month were approximately $21,000 less than bud¬ 
get. However, year to date margins are still well 
over $600,000. Outage Report for the month of 
October showed about the same number of out¬ 
ages as October 1994, however, the total outage 
hours were slightly greater. Year to date outages 
are comparable with last year, being well under 
five hours per consumer. The Safety Report showed 
no recordable injuries or illnesses for the month 
of October. The board approved the Manager’s Re¬ 
port as presented. 

Manager Smith then introduced Jim Kaufman 
and asked Jim to discuss CFC’s Key Ratio Trend 
Analysis and to make comments in regard to the 
Cooperative’s ratios. Next Mr. Kaufman reported 
on a study completed by CFC with reference to the 
possibility of Menard Electric Cooperative buying 
out the balance due on the RUS loans. Mr. 
Kaufman fielded many questions by the directors 
about his presentation and requested additional 
information be provided by CFC for the next board 
meeting. At the conclusion of his presentation, Mr. 
Kaufman and Mrs. Aguirre left the board room. 

Directors Special Occasion Vouchers for the 

month were reviewed and approved. The board 
then went into executive session for the annual 
Manager’s Performance Appraisal and salary con¬ 
sideration. 

Morris L. Bell reported on the activities of the 
AIEC. Manager Smith indicated that AIEC had 
been requested to send some people to China to 
apprise them on rural electrification. The Coop¬ 
erative board recommended Menard Electric to 
sponsor Morris L. Bell. 

Manager Smith reported on the recent Soyland 
board meeting and Soyland activities. Soyland’s 
1996 budget was approved at the recent Soyland 
board meeting and Menard Electric Cooperative’s 
wholesale power cost for 1996 will be approxi¬ 
mately the same as for 1995. 

The board considered the 1995 Power Require¬ 
ment Study completed by AIEC for Soyland. After 
discussion, they approved the Power Requirement 
Study as presented and requested the staff to seek 
RUS approval. 

The board then considered insurance bids for 
1996 and after consideration, they decided to re¬ 
tain Federated as the Cooperative insurance car¬ 
rier for 1996. 

Manager Smith then presented the tentative 
1996 budget. After much discussion, the board 
recommended the manager to complete the 1996 
budget in accordance with the tentative budget as 
presented. 

The board approved the final reading of the 
policy on “Director Compensation,” with the policy 
to be effective January 1, 1996. 

The board considered a change in policy on 
“Employee Vacations” at its first reading and di¬ 
rected that the policy be brought back for approval 
reading next month. 

Director Seaney reported on the recent Capi¬ 
tal Credit committee meeting and recommended 
to the board that the Cooperative consider retir¬ 
ing Capital Credits for the years 1957-1965 and 
also continue retiring estates as funds are avail¬ 
able. Staff assistant Hedberg reported on Capital 
Credit Estate refunds to date. 

Manager Smith reported on the recent activi¬ 
ties of the Illinois Cooperative Workers Compen¬ 
sation Group. 

Under other business, the Cooperative ap¬ 
proved the payment of the National Food and En¬ 
ergy Council membership for 1996. Attendance 
at the 1996 NRECA Annual Meeting was discussed 
and the manager will make appropriate reserva¬ 
tions. 

There being no further business, the next meet¬ 
ing will be held Tuesday, December 19, 1995, at 7 
p.m.. Central Standard Time. Meeting adjourned 
at 11:50 p.m. 

12d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JANUARY 1996 



A guide to energy efficient home construction 
“A Guide to Energy Efficient Construction Stan 

dards” is a book now available to Menard Electric 
members who might be building a new home. 
It gives tips for construction standards 
for walls, ceilings, floors, windows 
and doors. It also discusses 
moisture control in the home, 
heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning systems, and do¬ 
mestic water heaters. 

The intent of the book is to pro¬ 
vide the new home builder with some 
alternatives to conventional construc¬ 
tion methods that are designed to make 
the home more energy efficient. In many 
cases, these alternative methods add little 
or nothing to the cost of building the home, 
but they can significantly reduce energy con¬ 
sumption once the home is built. For example, 
making sure there is adequate insulation and that 

it is properly installed can reduce infiltration, 
which helps lower heating and cooling costs. 

These construction standard guides 
are available to Menard Electric members 

at no cost. So, if your are considering 
building a house, you really should in¬ 

vest some time reading this book. In 
addition, following the suggestions 

in the book and incorporating 
these techniques into your 

home, may qualify you for our 
Certified Comfort Home Pro¬ 
gram. 
Under this program, quali¬ 

fied members receive a $500 re¬ 
bate. If you would like more 

information about the Certified Comfort 
Home Program, please feel free to contact your 

Cooperative office at 1-800-872-1203. 

Come home to a great reception! 

News, music, movies, sports, weather, special events... 

A big technological revolution is here. 
And this time, state-of-the-art TV is available to rural and city resi¬ 

dents alike. 

Would you like to own America’s best television system? 

Then contact Menard Electric Cooperative 
at 632-7746 or 800-872-1203 to learn more. 

With equipment starting at $597 and 
great program packages as low as about $1 a day, 

you can’t go wrong. 

Just Wait Till You See DIRECTV 
* 18-inch receiving dish 
* Affordable, easy-to-use 
* State-of-the-art receiver and remote control 
* Crystal-clear digital pictures and sound 
* Approximately 175 channels 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
1-800-872-1203 

DIRECTV is a trademark of DIRECTV, Inc., a 

unit of GM Hughes Electronics. 
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Use care when using portable heaters 
Portable space heaters help us keep costs down 

while keeping warm. However, all portable heat¬ 
ers present some danger. Since they give off heat, 
parts of them will be hot and will burn someone 
touching them. All may ignite nearby flammable 
materials, so keep this type of heater at least two 
feet away from them. All portable heaters require 
special care when used in the presence of chil¬ 
dren. Special care should be taken with electric 
heaters to keep them away from water, because 
water and electricity make a lethal combination. 

Do choose a certified heater. 
Do make sure it is properly connected. 
Do read labels and follow all warnings and in¬ 

structions. 
Do keep clear space around the heater. 
Do keep a window or door partially open at all 

times when you use an unvented fossil fuel heater. 
Don’t use or store flammable liquids near any 

portable space heater. 
Don’t put clothes on or over the heater to dry. 
Don’t use a heater as a “foot warmer,” as the 

surface may be hot enough to cause burns. 
Don’t stand close to a heater while wearing 

long robes, nightgowns, or other clothing that may 
catch fire. 

Don’t let children play around the heater. 
Don’t put the heater in locations where people 

can bump into them or trip. 
Don’t let dirt build up inside the heater. 
Don’t use a portable electric heater in a bath¬ 

room. 
Don’t forget regular inspections. 

Meter reading dates 
Menard Electric Cooperative encourages all 

members to assist us by making their meter ac¬ 
cessible to the meter readers. 

For your convenience, below are the meter 
reading dates for January, February and March. 
It is our hope that you will use this information so 
any necessary arrangements can be made, such 
as restraining a dog or clearing away debris around 

the meter. Your assistance in this matter will cer¬ 
tainly be appreciated by the meter readers. 

Missed meter readings or inaccurate meter 
readings only cause additional work and adds 
costs to our normal operations, but with your help 
we can continue to operate as efficiently as pos¬ 
sible. 

Simple pointers reduce energy use of water beds 
For some people, crawling into a nice, warm 

water bed is the best way to survive a cold winter 
night. By following a few simple pointers regard¬ 
ing your water bed, you can stay warm and save 
money on your electric bill. 

First of all, remember that a water bed uses 
more energy to maintain its temperature in a cold 
room. In some cases, however, turning down your 
room thermostat will offset the increase in the 
bed’s electricity usage. 

The average water bed uses 90 to 150 kilo¬ 
watt-hours a month. The amount of electricity 
costs $9 to $15. 

Covering your water bed will reduce energy 
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use. A partially unmade bed used 30 percent more 
energy than one that is made. 

If you have a standard water bed, insulate the 
bottom and sides with polystyrene insulation. 
Place it around the sides and underneath, between 
the wood deck and plastic liner. This can reduce 
your operating costs by about 25 percent. 

An alternative to insulating is to buy an insu¬ 
lated liner. Tests have shown that these liners save 
about 13 percent on a standard king-size bed. 

Keep in mind that the size of the water bed, 
the design of the mattress, the efficiency and size 
of the heater, as well as your lifestyle, will affect 
the water bed’s electrical usage. 
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Co-op Comments 

Terry W. Entwistle completed 25 years of service 
with your Cooperative on Nov. 5, 1995. Terry is 
the line superintendent for the Cooperative and is 
responsible for scheduling all outside work on the 
Cooperative’s distribution system. 

***** 

On January 10, 1995, John “Dan” Morgan will 

have completed 10 years of service with your Co¬ 
operative. Danny is the Cooperative’s mechanic/ 
groundman. 

Congrats to Terry & Dan!!!!!! 
***** 

As a reminder for those members who have an 
electric water and would like to begin saving up to 
$144 a year on their energy bill, please contact 
the Cooperative office and find out more about the 
Cooperative’s Load Management Program. 

New employee 
Stuart W. Churchill began working for your 

Cooperative on Monday, 
November 6, 1995 as the 
new Manager of Human 
Resources. His duties will 
include handling insur¬ 
ance claims for both em¬ 
ployees and members, 
making sure we comply 
with OSHA regulations, 
and performing a num¬ 
ber of other related tasks. 

Prior to his employ¬ 
ment with Menard Elec¬ 
tric, Stuart worked for 

the federal government for 27 years, the last 22 of 
which he served as both a field representative and 

Stuart W. Churchill 

an auditor for the Rural Electrification Adminis¬ 
tration, now known as the Rural Utilities Service. 
Both of these departments are under the jurisdic¬ 
tion of the Department of Agriculture. 

Stuart currently resides in Lincoln where he 
lives with his wife, Linda. They have two daugh¬ 
ters, Pam, who also lives in Lincoln, and Angie, a 
senior at Eastern Illinois University. During his 
spare time, he enjoys working around the house, 
playing golf, and spoiling his two grandchildren. 

Stuart says he is looking forward to meeting 
the challenges of improving Menard Electric 
Cooperative’s service to our member-owners. 

If you are in the neighborhood, please stop by 
and welcome Stuart to the Cooperative Family. I 
am sure he will welcome the opportunity to visit 
with each of you. 

TVuck bids now being accepted 
Your Cooperative is accepting sealed bids on a 

1990 CMC 3/4-ton cab and chassis truck. For 
those interested, the truck will be on display at 

the Cooperative office from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. All bids need to be sub¬ 

mitted to the Cooperative by 4:30 p.m. on Thurs¬ 
day, January 11, 1996. Bids will be opened on 
Friday, January 12 at 8 a.m. The Cooperative re¬ 
serves the right to reject any and all bids. 

Office closing 

The Cooperative office will be closed Friday, December 22, 
and Monday, December 25, as we celebrate the Christmas 

holiday. The Cooperative office will also be closed on 
Monday, January 1, 1996, as we celebrate the New Year. 

Happy holidays to all our members and 
best wishes for the new year! 
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