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Member Advisory Committee Meeting 
The Member Advisory Committee met at 

Jumer’s Hotel in Bloomington the evening of No¬ 
vember 6, 1995, to hear General Manager Jeff 
Reeves discuss deregula¬ 
tion and competition 
within the electric utility 
industry and Cal Will¬ 
iams, forestry foreman 
for the co-op, explain the 
how, when, where and 
why of our tree pruning 
methods. 

Reeves explained that 
deregulation, or retail¬ 
wheeling, is an idea that 
is being pushed by large 
industry and many in¬ 
vestor-owned electric 
utilities. Total deregula¬ 
tion means that electric utilities would be free to 
sell their product to anyone, anywhere. The local 
utility would have to deliver the electricity (wheel¬ 
ing) for a delivery fee. Regulatory bodies such as 
the Illinois Commerce Commission would modify 
their role as overseers of these utilities. And the 
concept of service territories as we have known 
them for decades could disappear. In theory utili¬ 
ties could sell power to customers in any state. 
The presumption is that, eventually, all classes of 
consumers would be able to purchase their elec¬ 
tricity from whomever they pleased. 

For decades, U.S. and state governments have 
vigorously policed a great number of service in¬ 
dustries in how they could operate, how much they 
could charge, where they could sell, how much 
money they could make and in a thousand other 
aspects. In the past 10 to 15 years, many of these 
businesses have been deregulated—telephone, air¬ 
line, natural gas and trucking, for example—forc¬ 
ing them into an unaccustomed, competitive, 
free-market environment. How they have fared 
may be an indication of how the electric industry 
will fare under deregulation. 

“And maybe not,” Reeves said. “At this time, 
there is nothing clear about what might happen. 
It is all very hazy and uncertain and no one knows. 
There are some people who think they do although 

it is still just speculation. The Illinois state legis¬ 
lature hasn’t yet indicated its thinking on the sub¬ 
ject. What is known is: (a) Some utilities in Illinois 

are positioning them¬ 
selves to participate in 
“retail wheeling”; (b) 
Some utilities would 
prosper and others may 
not; (c) The nation will be 
needing additional gen¬ 
erating capacity to serve 
the continuing growth in 
the use of electricity and 
more power plants must 
be built. This construc¬ 
tion takes so long and 
requires so much capital 
investment that most 
utilities are hesitant to 

take the risk. Independent, non-utility power pro¬ 
ducers seem to be willing to fill the supply gap. 
Naturally, these companies are also advocating 
deregulation. 

“There is a good chance that, initially, the large 
industrial consumer will be the big winner under 
deregulation and maybe the only winner. The leg¬ 
islature may decide to limit “wheeling” to the in¬ 
dustrial sector only. Residential and commercial 
consumers may see their costs increase as the lo¬ 
cal utility loses the revenue from industrial ac¬ 
counts. Utilities that have large, unpaid, 
investments in equipment may find that the equip¬ 
ment is no longer needed because the large users 
have switched suppliers. How and from whom do 
they raise the revenue to pay for it? The term for 
this predicament is ‘stranded costs.’ The industry 
may segment into three distinct businesses—pro¬ 
ducers, transporters and distributors—with each 
segment exacting a price for their part in getting 
the electricity to the final user. Let your imagina¬ 
tion soar and the possibilities of what might hap¬ 
pen are endless. We’ll keep you informed.” 

Cal Williams, an International Society of 
Arboriculture Certified Arborist, explained that we 
must keep trees and their limbs out of our electric 
lines to maintain reliability. He added that our for- 

(Continued on page 12b) 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
estry crew, all Certified Arborists, prune according 
to the standards set by the American National Stan¬ 
dards Institute and the International Society of 
Arboriculture. He assured the group that the mem¬ 
bers of the crew have trees on their own properties 
that they appreciate as much as our members do 
theirs and they certainly are not going to injure a 
tree. Intelligent pruning will accomplish two goals— 
ensure a healthy tree and maintain the flow of elec¬ 

tricity. The number one problem the crew faces 
every day is the wrong tree in the wrong place. It 
is wasteful to plant a tree that will need yearly 
pruning under or near overhead electric lines. He 
asks only that the membership think about the 
mature size and spread of a tree before they buy 
and plant it. If there is some doubt about what 
kind to purchase, please call the cooperative. We’ll 
be glad to lend our expertise and counsel. 

Low voltage or brownout 
There are many causes for a low-voltage or 

brownout situation. The most common is a loose 
neutral wire on the member’s side of the meter. 
Low-voltage on only one circuit in the home will 
almost certainly be caused by a loose neutral con¬ 
nection in that circuit and not necessarily at the 
breaker panel. A major reason for low voltage from 
the utility side of the meter is lightning-caused 
damage to various pieces of our equipment. 

A brownout condition is easy to recognize. The 
lights will suddenly grow dim and stay that way. 
A natural first inclination is to wait a few minutes 
for the lights to brighten up and all will be well. 

Not so. While the lighting apparatus will not 
be harmed (see list below), any motor in any ap¬ 
pliance could be damaged if it is allowed to run 
during this situation. They will not be getting 
enough power to operate normally. Our advice is 
to immediately unplug or shut off any automatic, 
motor-operated appliance, then call the office at 
800-879-0339 to report the occurrence and to de¬ 
termine if the cause is outside or inside the home. 
If it is on our side of the meter, we’ll fix the prob¬ 
lem. If it is inside, call an electrician. Do not at¬ 
tempt to use any motor-driven appliance until the 
lights come back to full brilliance and remain so 
for at least five minutes. 

What if you’re not home when this condition 
occurs? Automatic protection is available in the 
form of a plug-in device called a motor controller, 
into which an appliance is plugged. The controller 
protects the motor against low-voltage brownouts, 
high-voltage surges and has a “soft-start” feature 
that limits the amount of electricity the motor uses 
under varying conditions. The protector continu¬ 
ally monitors the voltage on the circuit and, if a 
low-voltage situation occurs, it will shut off the 
power to the appliance. The protector will not let 
the motor operate until five minutes after it senses 
that the voltage has returned to an acceptable level. 

Two companies manufacture these devices: 

Condyne Technology Inc. Zemos Technology Inc. 
477 Commerce Way #103 43260 Christy St. 
Longwood, FL 32750 Fremont, CA 94538 
Ph. 800-231-9284 Ph.510-657-0278 

If you’re concerned about high-voltage 
surges coming into your home on the power lines 
and damaging the delicate electronics in your ap¬ 
pliances and home entertainment equipment, 
Corn Belt will install a Surge Sentry whole-house 
surge suppressor for only $145. That way, you’ll 
have two-way protection. 

r 
Low voltage: 

Will not damage May damage motors in 

Lights Air conditioners Furnaces 
Stoves Computers Garage door openers 

Toasters Compactors Hair dryers 
Water Heaters Dehumidifiers Heat pumps 
Electric Resistance Heaters Dishwashers Pumps 

Disposers Refrigerators 
Dryers VCRs 
Freezers Washers 

J 
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Federal assistance to electric utilities 
There is no denying that all electric utilities in 

the nation receive subsidies in one form or an¬ 
other from the federal government. However, there 
are constant demands from some legislators in 
Washington to do away with the funds supplied 
by the Rural Utilities Service (formerly the Rural 
Electrification Administration) that rural electric 
cooperatives borrow from—and pay back. Below 
is an accounting of the subsidies received in 
1993—the latest year for which figures are avail¬ 
able: 

Investor-Owned Electric Utilities—These 
utilities, owned by stockholders, serve primarily 
in towns and cities which contain large industrial 
users of their product. On average, they have 35 
customers in each mile of their electric lines. Prior 
to 1987 these companies, due to tax breaks, were 
permitted to keep much of the federal taxes they 
collected. According to their national association, 
the Edison Electric Institute (EEI), this represents 
a yearly (1993) subsidy of $5 billion to these com¬ 
panies from the federal government. 

Municipal Electric Utilities—Many towns 
and cities across the nation own their own electric 
utilities and usually have the lowest rates in their 
respective states. On average, they sell their prod¬ 
uct to 48 customers, including industrial ac¬ 

Mark Your Calendar- 
Annual Meeting is 

March 9, 1996 

REPORTING AN OUTAGE 
Dial-local 309-662-5330 Toll-Free 800-879-0339 

WITH TOUCH TONE SERVICE 
When our outage system machine answers your phone call: 
1. Enter your area code and phone number 
using your touch pad 
2. Answer questions using touch pad 
3. Hang up 

WITHOUT TOUCH TONE SERVICE 
When our outage system machine answers your phone call: 
1. Listen to message 
2. Report outage by voice 

a. You have 20 seconds to record 
b. Tell your area code/phone number 
c. Tell of wire down, tree on line, etc. 
d. Hang up 

counts, in each mile of their electric lines. To raise 
funds for new facilities or for construction pur¬ 
poses, they are allowed to issue tax-exempt bonds. 
This means that the buyers of the bonds never 
have to pay any tax whatsoever on the interest the 
bonds earn. The 1993 cost to the government = 
$1.1 billion. 

Rural Electric Cooperatives—These are elec¬ 
tric utilities formed in the mid- 1930s to bring elec¬ 
tricity to the rural areas of the nation after the 
cities and towns had enjoyed electricity for 25 years 
and more. The federal government offered low-cost 
loans to the investor-owned utilities to do this but 
they declined. Finally, groups of cooperating farm¬ 
ers throughout the nation applied for and received 
these loans and then built the lines and electri¬ 
fied the countryside. Today, these cooperatives 
serve an average of six consumers per mile of line 
(four in Illinois) and have higher rates than the 
others. The money is being continuously paid back 
and reborrowed—a revolving fund. The cost to the 
federal government in 1993 was $265 million, 
mostly for administration costs of the Rural Utili¬ 
ties Service of the Department of Agriculture. 

If the legislators want to pare the budget, let 
them pare evenly. 

When you replace an appliance, 
be sure the new one has a 

battery backup for the 
digital clock!!! 

That way, you won’t 
have to reset it after a 

split-second interruption 
in the electric supply. 

To Have 
Underground 
Cable Located 

CALL J.U.L.I.E. 
TOLL FREE 
800-892-0123 

NOTE: JULIE will not locate underground wir¬ 
ing that is beyond the CBEC meter. Consult the 
Yellow Pages — Electrical Contractors for this 
service. 
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Tree sales underway in Logan and McLean counties 
The McLean County and the Logan County Soil 

and Water Conservation Districts are now having 
their annual tree sales. The districts are not-for- 
profit organizations dedicated to perpetuating natu- 

Logan County SWCD 

1650 5th Street Road 
Lincoln 
Ph. 217-732-2010 

The deadline for ordering is March. You will be 
notified by mail where to pick up your purchases. 

But, if you have overhead electric lines near your 

ral resources. Your purchases are tax deductible. 
You do not have to be a resident of either county to 
take advantage of the offer. 

McLean County SWCD 
402 North Kays Drive 
Normal 
Ph. 309-452-0830 

planned planting site, don’t order a tree that will 
need to be constantly pruned out of the lines as it 
matures. That’s wasteful. 

We can’t accept 
postdated checks 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative cannot accept 
postdated checks to be held and deposited at some 
later date. 

The large number of payments handled on a 
daily basis makes it impractical to give special 
handling to certain payments. Also, following spe¬ 
cial handling instructions for certain payments 
involves additional expenses. 

Moreover, our auditors recommend that all 
payments be deposited promptly. 

Please do not send postdated checks to your 
cooperative. All checks are deposited immediately 
on the same day received, and if a check is re¬ 
turned by a bank due to being postdated or due 
to insufficient funds, there normally is a $10 ad¬ 
ditional charge passed on to the member. Your 
payment to take care of the returned check and 
additional charges must then be made by means 
other than personal check. 

If you mail your payment, please mail it early 
enough to be certain it will be in the office not 
later than the 5th of the month to take advantage 
of the net amount. 

Saving energy 
saves you 

money. 

Use our free 
water 

heater energy 
controller and 
receive $40 of 

FREE 
electricity! 

Need a new 
electric 

water heater? 

We’ll help you 
buy 

it with up to 
$125 cash 

after we install 
a free water 

heater 
controller. 

Call the Member Services Department 
for more exciting details. 

Please be cooperative 
Do not stack firewood 
within eight feet of 
the front or four 
feet of the sides 
and back of 
a pad-mounted 
transformer. 

Don’t run into this guy 
Attention, snowmobilers: Guy wires on utility poles can be hard to spot 

as you speed across the countryside. When skimming over the white 
landscapes this winter, be alert for obstacles such as trees, fences, 
other snowmobilers and utility pole guy wires. Keep alert, 

because these guys can hurt you. 
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Treating our customers like owners 
(The following is an editorial writ¬ 
ten for Rural Electrification Maga¬ 
zine by Glenn English, General 
Manager of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association) 

In a highly competitive market¬ 
place, companies offering similar ser¬ 
vices or products try to differentiate 
themselves from the competition. Or¬ 
dinarily, this is done through adver¬ 
tising, community outreach programs 
or support of worthy causes. 

For example, PEPCO, the giant investor-owned 
utility (IOU) that serves most of the Washington, 
D.C. area, saturates the airways with this mes¬ 
sage: “We’re connected to you by more than power 
lines.” 

Sounds like something one of our co-ops might 
say, doesn’t it? 

But the real question, at least in my mind, is: 
What makes one provider of electric service fun¬ 
damentally different from another? What makes 
rural electric systems different from the lOUs or 
the municipal utilities? 

Before we can answer that question, we have 
to look first at the similarities. It is merely being 
realistic to admit that all three providers sell elec¬ 
tricity to their customers at the lowest possible 
price, and that it is kind of hard to tell one kilo¬ 

watt from another. 
All three types of utilities claim to 

provide prompt and efficient service. 
All three are quick to take advan¬ 

tage of new technology and new busi¬ 
ness practices. 

And all three get some sort of sub¬ 
sidy from the federal government. 

So, what makes us different? 
What makes different now is what 

has made us different since the be¬ 
ginning. We are cooperatives. 

We are owned by those we serve, 
and we are locally controlled. We do not exist to 
maximize return on investment and to build share¬ 
holder equity. 

We are accountable to our customers, not just 
because it makes good business sense but because 
we are dependent on them to tell us how they want 
us to run their business. That is what local control 
is all about. 

We are Main Street, not Wall Street. That’s what 
makes us different. That’s what makes us strong. 
That’s what gives us a competitive advantage. 

But to reap the benefits of this competitive 
advantage, there must be more, and there is. Re¬ 
minding our consumers that they own their util¬ 
ity, and treating them like owners, is the surest 
and most substantive way to distinguish ourselves 

from the competition. 

Glenn English 

Plan to attend the 
Annual Meeting of the 

member/owners of 
Corn Belt Electric 

Cooperative 
on Saturday, March 9. 
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Three directors 
nominated for 
reelection to 
board 

The Nominating Committee, its Dec. 19 meet¬ 
ing cancelled because of a heavy snowstorm, met 
on Jan. 3, 1996, at the cooperative’s office to nomi¬ 
nate candidates for three board positions to be 
filled by election at our 58th annual meeting. 

The committee nominated the following mem¬ 
bers, all from District I, for election: Rae F. Payne, 
John Tompkins and Michael Killian. Distict I en¬ 
compasses McLean, Ford and Champaign counties. 

The annual meeting this year will be held at 
the new Normal Community West High School on 
Saturday, March 9. This is the first year this facil¬ 
ity has been available. Also new this year, the An¬ 
nual Meeting Booklet and notice will be included 

The Nominating Committee pauses prior to its 
deliberations. From left to right, standing: Gary 
Moncelle, Arlis Springer, Alvin Lamar, Carl 
Hinthorn and Bob Haas; seated: Ed Allen, Melvin 
Schuler, Duane Johnson, Loren Otto and Stanton 
Malone. 

in the March issue of Illinois Country Living maga¬ 
zine, which is mailed monthly to each member. 

Life-support registry 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative maintains a 

registry of members who are dependent upon elec¬ 
trically operated life-support equipment. Unless 
we are told, we have no way of knowing that your 
location should be listed. If someone in your home 
uses such equipment, send us a copy of a letter 
from the doctor and we’ll add your location to our 
Life-Support Member Registry. 

Should a power failure occur, a phone call to 
the office will alert us to the problem and we’ll re¬ 
store the service on a priority basis. However, you 

should plan to operate the 
equipment manually or with 
a generator during a ser¬ 
vice interruption until 
our crew can get 
the outage cor¬ 
rected. 

On the other 
hand, if you are 
listed in our Registry and no longer need to be, 
call the office so we can bring it up-to-date. 

Please be cooperative 

Do not stack firewood within eight 
feet of the front or four feet of the 
sides and back of a pad-mounted 
transformer. 

Saving energy Need a new 
saves you money. electric 

water heater? 
Use our free water 

heater energy We’ll help you 
controller buy it with 

and receive up to 

$40 $125 
of FREE cash after we 

electricity! install a free water 
heater controller. 

Call the Member Services Department 
for more details. 
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electric 
lines and 

service 
This is a letter received in Octo¬ 
ber 1995, from a member in rural 
Hey worth. We want to share it in 
the event that you are not aware 
of the great service our Forestry 
Section does to ensure reliable 
electric service. 

If you have a problem tree on your 
property that could endanger the 
overhead wires to the house or 
those “going by, ” please call the 
office and ask that our Forestry 
section take a look. 

Dear Corn Belt Electric, months ago, we noticed a large 
On a windy day a coup , starting down the trunk 

elm tree in our front yard had sptostart ^ ^ b)ew 

from each of its four lar§® ' ticeably wider and longer. Since it 
harder and the splits wer is our electric service, 1 
is on the corner of °ur P™P ^ s had any quick suggestions, 
called your office to see if y had a -tree crew 

To my surprise, nearnedthatCor^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

was5 on^the* grormd Tn Manageable pieces in a short penod of 

timijust wanted t0
e

P^t
SS

hi
a

t
l0

the UnesS1androur house. It would 

" pS tiie^nelghbors'out of power and they were ,m- 

not get, but they were P^sonabk d d and iunch It 

r s *"a ” wr““rf 
dedication. Thanks again! 

Electricity use projection up 
Electricity will remain the 

fastest growing form of end-use 
energy worldwide for at least the 
next 15 years, according to the 
U.S. Information Administra¬ 
tion’s latest international 
roundup. 

Worldwide electricity use, the 
report says, should climb 2 per¬ 
cent a year through 2010. The 
administration’s “International 
Energy Outlook 1995” is the first 

such annual report to include 
electricity trends. “Electricity is 
undergoing fast-paced growth, 
particularly in Asia, where the 
economies of such nations as 
China, South Korea and Taiwan 
are rapidly expanding,” the En¬ 
ergy Department’s independent 
statistics agency concludes in the 
100-page report. 

“Indeed, about 42 percent of 
the increase in total worldwide 

fuel consumption projected for 
the 1992 to 2010 period is ex¬ 
pected to be for electricity gen¬ 
eration. From 1990 to 1992, 
electricity consumption grew 
more than six times as rapidly as 
total end-use energy consump¬ 
tion (3.9 percent and 0.6 percent 
respectively).” 

Other trends and projections: 
• Energy-efficient technolo- 

(Continued on page 16d) 

REPORTING AN OUTAGE 
Dial-local 309-662-5330 Toll-Free 800-879-0339 

WITH TOUCH TONE SERVICE 
When our outage system machine answers your phone call: 
1. Enter your area code and phone number 
using your touch pad 
2. Answer questions using touch pad 
3. Hang up 

WITHOUT TOUCH TONE SERVICE 
When our outage system machine answers your phone call: 
1. Listen to message 
2. Report outage by voice 

a. You have 20 seconds to record 
b. Tell your area code/phone number 
c. Tell of wire down, tree on line, etc. 
d. Hang up 

To Have 
Underground 
Cable Located 

CALL J.U.L.I.E. 
TOLL FREE 
800-892-0123 

NOTE: JULIE will not locate underground wir¬ 
ing that is beyond the CBEC meter. Consult the 
Yellow Pages — Electrical Contractors for this 
service. 
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4-H is. . . 
The following article from the Cooperative Exten¬ 
sion Service Newsletter pretty well explains why 
young children should be enrolled in 4-H. Call your 
county Cooperative Extension office to get your child 
started on a rewarding experience. 

Illinois 4-H is a youth development education 
program which: 

• turns youth groups into “life skills laborato¬ 
ries” that help youth learn and practice skills they 
need now and will continue to need for the rest of 
their lives: 

• relating to change, 
• using science and technology, 
• enhancing mental and physical health, 
• developing communications abilities, 
• making vocational choices, 
• using time, talents and money. 
• treats youth as valued resources and involves 

(Electricity use continued from page 16c) 
gies are slowing the growth of energy consump¬ 
tion worldwide. Consumption is projected to rise 
1.6 percent a year between 1990 and 2010, the 
report says—’’much lower than the 2.6 percent 
annual growth rate of the previous two decades, 
reflecting the adoption of more energy-efficient 
technologies worldwide.” 

• The energy consumption gap between devel¬ 
oped and developing countries will narrow to nearly 
nothing within the next 15 years. While energy use 
in North America, Western Europe, Japan and 
Australia is forecast to grow 1.3 percent annually 

Need a new water heater? 
We’ll help you buy it! 

Call for details. 

When you replace an 
appliance, be sure the new 

one has a battery backup for 
the digital clock!!! 

That way, you won’t have 
to reset it after a 

split-second interruption in 
the electric supply. 

them in planning, implementing and evaluating 
their own programs; 

• allows youth and adults to work together to 
design programs that teach skills for living; 

• provides exciting “learning by doing” oppor¬ 
tunities which help youth and adults identify and 
achieve personal goals, enabling them to contrib¬ 
ute to and assume leadership in their society and 
environment; 

• offers program opportunities for youth regard¬ 
less of economic or social background, culture, age, 
handicap, gender, or geographic place of residence; 

• enhances family relationships, recognizing 
that each family is important regardless of its com¬ 
position; 

• encourages groups of adult and youth vol¬ 
unteers to take on a variety of community roles 
based on skills and knowledge they have to offer; 

• influences youth public policy and engages 
youth in significant decision making; 

• disseminates research-based knowledge from 
the University of Illinois to Illinois citizenry. 

through 2010, consumption will climb 1.8 percent 
a year in South America, Asia, Africa, Eastern 
Europe and the former Soviet Union. 

• The use of oil will hover around 39 percent of 
total consumption through 2010, coal at 25 per¬ 
cent, and gas at 23 percent. 

• Dismal economic prospects in Eastern Eu¬ 
rope and the former Soviet Union means energy 
use there will remain stagnant. “Indeed, the coun¬ 
tries are currently consuming less energy than they 
did in 1990, and they might actually still be con¬ 
suming less energy in 2005 than they did in 1990.” 

from November. 1995, Rural Electrification Magazine 

Protect the delicate 
electronics in your 

appliances and home 
entertainment 

equipment from 
harmful voltage 
variations with a 

whole-house surge 

suppressor. 

Surge Sentry 
- only $145 

from Corn Belt Electric Cooperative 
Note: Surge Sentry protects against surges 
coming in on the power lines. It will not pro¬ 
tect against surges on telephone, cable TV 
and antenna lines. American Power Conver¬ 
sion of Rhode Island (Ph. 800-800-4272) 
manufactures suppressors for these lines. 
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We're Main Street, 

not Wa[( Street 

Corn Be(t Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. 

1996 Annual Meeting 
10:00 a.m. Saturday, March 9,1996 

Normal Community West High School 
Normal, Illinois 

official 
meeting 
notice 

Pursuant to the provisions of the 
bylaws, official notice is hereby 
given that the annual meeting of 
the members of Com Belt Electric 
Cooperative Inc. will be held at the 
auditorium in Normal Community 
West High School, Normal, Illinois 
at 10 a.m. on Saturday, March 9, 
1996, to take action on the follow¬ 
ing matters: 
1. Reading of the notice of the 
meeting and proof of the due pub¬ 
lication or mailing thereof, or the 
waiver or waivers of notice of the 
meeting as the case may be. 
2. Reading of unapproved min¬ 
utes of the annual meeting of 
members held March 25,1995, 
and taking of the necessary ac¬ 
tion thereof. 
3. To receive reports of officers, 
directors, employees and com¬ 
mittees. 
4. To elect three (3) directors: 
all from District 1 (McLean, 
Champaign and Ford counties). 
5. Unfinished business. 
6. New business. 

Respectfully, 
Gary Frankeberger 
Secretary-Treasurer 
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8:30 to 10 a.m  
Coffee & Donuts 
10 a.m. 
Call to Order  
Invocation  
Early Bird Prize Drawing 
Business Meeting 
Roll Call 
Reading of Notice of Meeting 
and Proof of Mailing  
Minutes of Previous Meeting  
Report of Officer  
Introduction of Directors  
Election of Directors  
Report of Nominating Committee 
Appointment of Tellers 
Election 
President’s Report  
Manager’s Report  
Entertainment  
Questions From the Floor  
Other Business 
Introduction of Visitors 
Report of Election Results 

Ayenba 
 Registration of Members 

Rae F. Payne, President 
 Rev. Clarence Young 

 W. S. Bach, Attorney 
Gary Frankeberger, Secretary-Treasurer 
Gary Frankeberger, Secretary-Treasurer 
 Rae F. Payne, President 
 Rae F. Payne, President 
 Alvin Lamar 

Rae F Payne, President 
.. J.D. Reeves, Manager 
 Aloia Family Singers 
. J. D. Reeves, Manager 

Each member or spouse registered prior to election and present at time of drawing is entitled to one chance. 
Prizes will be awarded throughout the meeting. 

Adjournment 
Dinner Catered by Port-A-Pit 

(Immediately following the meeting) 
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Report to members 

Once again the members of Corn 
Belt Electric Co¬ 
operative will 
assemble, to at¬ 
tend our 58th 
annual meeting. 
The meeting will 
be held on Satur¬ 
day, March 9, 
1996, at the Nor¬ 
mal Community 
West High 
School. Registra¬ 
tion will be from 
8:30 a.m. to 10 
a.m. The busi¬ 
ness meeting will 
include reports 
from officers of 
the cooperative, 
as well as enter¬ 
tainment pro¬ 
vided by the Aloia 
Family Singers. 
Coffee and do¬ 
nuts will be 

served during registration. Following 
the business meeting, all attending 
members are invited to a barbecue 
chicken lunch. 

Service 
The cooperative strives daily to 

provide dependable electric power. 
When our members are out of power 
today, it has a greater impact on their 
lives than ever before. Not only do we 
lose the conveniences of heating and 
cooling, but we also have to repro¬ 
gram all our electronic equipment. This 
is especially annoying when we expe¬ 
rience only a momentary power inter¬ 
ruption due to a breaker operation, 
which may occur more than once 
when a storm or high winds passes 
through our area. The cooperative 
does recommend that when you pur¬ 
chase electronic equipment, make 
sure it has a battery back-up. 

Deregulation 
There has been much discussion 

this past year concerning the possibil¬ 
ity of a deregulated electric utility in¬ 
dustry. As the Illinois state legislature 
considers the concept, we hope that 
all aspects of providing electric service 
are properly evaluated. From our per¬ 
spective we believe the following ar¬ 
eas of concern need to be heavily 
weighed. 

Will all users of electricity benefit 
from deregulation? Will there be some 
losers? Will quality of service be main¬ 
tained? Will utilities be compensated 
for distributing power based on the 
actual cost of constructing and main¬ 
taining their systems? Adequate gen¬ 
eration reserves exist today. Will there 
be reserves tomorrow in a deregulated 
environment? In a supply and demand 
market, will prices fall when reserves 
are adequate and rise once reserves 
are depleted? Will large industrial cus¬ 
tomers reap the majority of the ben¬ 
efits of the deregulation? Will utilities 
provide service to all classes of con¬ 
sumers regardless of size and loca¬ 
tion? Will the cost to receive service, 
the construction cost, be a greater 
burden on the consumer? Will electric 
utilities be on a level playing field with 
independent power producers? Will 
electric utilities be allowed to recover 
any stranded investment they may 
incur from losing certain customers? 

These questions and many others 
need to be addressed before deregu¬ 
lation becomes a reality. The 
cooperative’s board and management 
will be looking out for the interests of 
the membership today and into the 
future. What may be great today could 
have a different effect tomorrow. 

Rates 
Rate 11 continues to be a very 

popular option for our membership. 
Currently the cooperative has 1,500 
members receiving 40 percent savings 
by allowing the service to be inter¬ 
rupted when the utility system is at its 
peak demand in the summer months. 

J. D. Reeves 
Genera! Manager 

Rae F Payne 
President 

By June, we anticipate 1,000 more 
members will choose this rate. This 
rate is now available to M Rate 1 us¬ 
ers whose load does not exceed 200 
amps. 

Construction and 
maintenance 

Construction of electric lines, both 
overhead and underground, is a major 
part of providing dependable electric 
power, but the maintenance of our 
existing lines is just as important. All 
parts of our service area are analyzed 
periodically to ensure that you receive 
dependable electric power. 

The lines are maintained accord¬ 
ing to the following schedule: 

• Tree trimming— The trimming 
of trees is done on “as needed” basis, 
usually every four years, depending 
upon growing conditions. 

• Meter testing— Electric meters 
are tested every seven years, with the 
exception of three-phase meters. 
Meters for larger loads are tested ev¬ 
ery year. 

• Line inspection— The visual 
inspection of every line, with written 
documentation, is done every 10 
years. However, the lines (including 
poles, hardware and conductor) are 
actually inspected more often than that 
by our five area maintenance men. 
Their inspections are on a random 
basis determined by need as well as 
just being in the area doing other 
maintenance work. 

•Pole testing— Poles are physi¬ 
cally tested for strength and condition 
once every 10 years. This ensures 
that poles are safe to climb as well as 
durable under extreme weather condi¬ 
tions. 

Capital credits 
Capital Credits in the amount of 

$525,000 were mailed to the member¬ 
ship in December 1995. This brings 
the total to $1.7 million returned to the 
members over the past four years. 
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Minutes of nommating committee meeting 

The Nominating Committee met on Jan. 3,1996, at the 
office of the cooperative. The meeting was called to order 
at 11:00 a.m. with Attorney William S. Bach acting as tem¬ 
porary Chairman. The following members of the committee 
were present: 

Bob Haas, R#4, Box 291, Clinton 61727; Stanton 
Malone, R#1, Box 240A, Maroa 61756; Alvin Lamar, R#2, 
Bloomington 61704; Ed Allen 6877 Delavan Rd., Delavan 
61734; Gary Moncelle, R#2, Lexington 61753; Carl 
Hinthorn, R#9, Normal 61761; Loren Otto, R#1, Box 78, 
Danvers 61732; Melvin Schuler, 306 S. Cherry, Lexington 
61753; Arlis Springer, R#2, Delavan, 61734; and Duane 
Johnson, RE#1, LeRoy 61752. 

Gary Moncelle nominated Alvin Lamar for Chairman 
and moved that the nominations be closed and a unani¬ 
mous ballot be cast. Seconded by Melvin Schuler. Motion 
carried. 

It was announced that the following directors’ terms 
expire this year. 

Rae F. Payne District I Bloomington 
John Tompkins District I LeRoy 
Michael Killian District I Lexington 

Carl Hinthorn nominated Rae F. Payne to be placed on 
the ballot for director from District I and moved that the 
nominations be closed and a unanimous ballot be cast. 
Seconded by Bob Haas. Motion carried. 

Loren Otto nominated John Tompkins to be placed on 
the ballot for director from District I and moved that the 
nominations be closed and a unanimous ballot be cast. 
Seconded by Stanton Malone. Motion carried. 

Gary Moncelle nominated Michael Killian to be placed 
on the ballot for director from District I and moved that the 
nominations be closed and a unanimous ballot be cast. 
Seconded by Stanton Malone. Motion carried. 

There being no further business to come before the 
committee, Duane Johnson moved that the meeting be ad¬ 
journed. Seconded by Ed Allen. Motion carried. 

Use rate n 

Cut your monthly bill by 40% 

• Rate 11 billing cost is 16.5% less than 
the average cost of the four major 
investor-owned utilities in Illinois. 

• Pay only 5 3/4c per kilowatt-hour year-round. 

• Only 400 switches still available for 1996. 
Call before May 15th. 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative Inc. 
1502 Morrissey Dr. 

Bloomington, IL 61702 

309-662-5330 • 800-879-0339 

Office Hours 8:00 a.m. till 4:30 p.m. 
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Minutes of tr>e annual meeting of members 

The 57th annual meeting of the members of Corn Belt 
Electric Cooperative, Inc., was held at the Bloomington Se¬ 
nior High School Auditorium, Bloomington, Illinois, on March 
25,1995. The meeting was called to order by President, 
Rae F. Payne, who acted as Chairman of the meeting. Gary 
Frankeberger acted as secretary of the meeting. 

The meeting began with an invocation given by the 
Reverend Clarence Young. The Chairman then called on 
William S. Bach, attorney for the Cooperative, who read the 
notice of the meeting. Attorney Bach reported that proper 
notice of the meeting had been given to the members and 
that a quorum was present for the transaction of business. 
The list of attending members is attached to these minutes 
and made a part hereof as Exhibit “A”, and the proof of the 
mailing of the notice to the active members is made a part 
hereof and incorporated herein as Exhibit “B”. 

The Chairman declared the meeting legally convened 
for the transaction of business. The Chairman called for 
reading of the minutes of the annual meeting of members 
held on March 26,1994. On motion made by Russell J. 
Switzer, seconded by Helen L. Reining and unanimously 
carried, the reading of the minutes of the 1994 meeting was 
dispensed with and the minutes of the annual meeting of 
members held March 26,1994, were approved as printed. 
The Chairman directed that the minutes of that annual 
meeting held March 26, 1994, as printed in the official no¬ 
tice of the 1995 annual meeting, stand as the official min¬ 
utes of the meeting of March 26, 1994. 

Gary Frankeberger, Secretary-Treasurer of the Coop¬ 
erative, presented the Treasurer’s report. He summarized 
the corporate balance sheet and reported that the Coopera¬ 
tive is in a sound financial position with total revenues of 
$24,173,152 in 1994. 

The Chairman, after introducing the Directors of the 
Cooperative present at the meeting, called up Alvin Lamar 
to present the report of the Nominating Committee. Mr. 
Lamar reported that there were expired terms of one direc¬ 
tor from District I; one director from District II; one director 
from District III and one directorship from District V. On be¬ 
half of the Nominating Committee, he placed in nomination 
for the office of director the names of Gary Frankeberger for 
District I; Ralph Steiger for District II; Stephen Schertz for 
District III, and David Foulke for District V. The Chairman 
then turned the meeting over to Attorney Bach for conduct¬ 
ing the election of directors. Attorney Bach indicated that 
since no other nominations had been made, as provided by 
the By-Laws, that the election of directors could be con¬ 
ducted by voice vote. On motion made by Frank Thorpe, 
seconded by Marilyn Hall, and adopted by the members, 
Gary Frankeberger, Ralph Steiger, Stephen Schertz and 
David Foulke were elected to serve as directors of the Co¬ 
operative each for a term of three years. The Chairman de¬ 
clared these directors duly elected and requested that the 
inspectors of election, Donald Braden, Stanton Malone and 

James Sheets file their certificate. The certificate of inspec¬ 
tors of election is incorporated herein and attached to these 
minutes as Exhibit “C”. 

President Rae Payne then presented his report on the 
status of the Cooperative. President Payne discussed the 
three Cs-competitiveness, community, and competency.” 
He emphasized that from a residential consumer on the 
farm to a manufacturing company, the Cooperative is able 
to supply the needs and wants of its members by offering 
various rates in all of the 10 central Illinois counties it 
serves, and is involved and will continue to work with its 
members. Since technology will be the cornerstone for fu¬ 
ture success, the Cooperative is committed that employees 
have the training, education and proper equipment needed 
to prepare for that technology. In addition, the Board of Di¬ 
rectors will continue to receive education and information to 
keep abreast of developments in the electric utility industry. 

The Chairman then called upon Jeff Reeves, Executive 
Vice President and Manager of the Cooperative to present 
a report from the management’s perspective. Manager 
Reeves announced the Rate 11 switch has been a success 
and more members are signing up all the time. Interruptible 
electric service is provided through the use of a radio con¬ 
trolled switch for a maximum 200 amp single-phase service 
which is installed by the Cooperative at the meter. Rate 11 
can save the member up to 40% on their monthly electric 
bills. In addition to Rate 11, management will continue to 
look for ways to reduce costs whenever and wherever pos¬ 
sible. Manager Reeves reported that capital credits were 
paid to members on November 15,1994, in the amount of 
$483,984.21. It is hoped that another capital credit refund 
can be made in 1995. The Cooperative again experienced 
growth last year, both in number of new consumers and 
kilowatt hour sales. Membership grew from 14,513 to 
15,286. Manager Reeves reported that rates should be 
stable for members through 1997. 

President Payne introduced Wallace Furrow, State Di¬ 
rector, Farmers Home Administration, who spoke to the 
members. Laced with humor, Mr. Furrow compared the “old 
times” with now. It is a known fact that we rely on “flipping 
the switch” to get electricity that we expect at all times. Di¬ 
rector Furrow emphasized that there are many proposed 
changes which may affect government agricultural pro¬ 
grams including rural utility programs, and that members 
should give their feelings on these issues to their elected 
representatives. 

Following a question and answer period with members, 
there being no old or new business to come before the 
meeting, on motion made by Russell Switzer, seconded 
and carried, the meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ey: 
Secretary 
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Cooperative personnel 

Jeffrey D. Reeves, general manager 
William S. Bach, attorney 
Burns-McDonnell & Advantage 

Engineering, engineers 
R. L. Quint, certified public accountant 
Dorothy Scott, administrative assistant 
Ronald A. Stack, assistant manager 

Member Sevices 
Jerry Durflinger, manager 
Veronica Inselmann, member services 

clerk 
Ronald McGuire, meter and 

serviceman 
Tom Moore, member services and 

marketing representative 
Ed Ruhrup, meter and serviceman 

Engineering Services 
Keith Erickson, field engineer 
Sandra Carlson, assistant field 

engineer 
Jill Dirr, engineering clerk 
Deborah McCameron, engineering 

clerk 
Sukdev Sinha, field engineer 
Todd Sovich, engineering clerk 
Michael Wingett, field engineer 
Steve Wheeler, field engineer 

Office Services 
Robert Fischbach, manager 
Susan Andrew, work order clerk 
Jeannie Blakemore, accounts payable 

clerk 
Marcella Brienen, accounting 

supervisor 
Pamela Carr, senior member 

accounts representative 
Anne Gustus, members accounts 

representative 
Carol Hamilton, member accounts 

supervisor 
Emily Hornbrook, member accounts 

representative 
Lynn Lauer, accountant 
Jane Stegall, billing clerk 
Amy Stuart, member accounts 

representative 
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Construction & 
Maintenance 

Lyle E. Hinshaw, manager 
Gary Abfalder, \ourneyman lineman 
Richard Albert, construction foreman 
Dan Beard, underground foreman 
James Buggar, underground foreman 
Michael Butler, journeyman lineman 

Keith Campbell, underground 
foreman 

Ryan Campbell, apprentice lineman 
Steve Cimei, apprentice lineman 
Chris Clark, apprentice lineman 
James Coan, winch truck operator 
Jerry Daugherty, journeyman lineman 
James Dustin, maintenance foreman 

MARCH 1996 

William S. Bach 
Attorney 

Thomas Johns 
Delavan 

V  

Stephen S. Schertz 
Vice President 

El Paso 

Janice Reimer 
Asst. Secretary-Treasurer 

Carlock ^ 

Ralph L. Steiger 
Delavan 



Scott D. Baum 
Clinton 

Ray F. Payne 
President 

Bloomington 

Gary L. Frankeberger 
Secretary-Treasurer 

Bloomington 

Scott Farmer, journeyman lineman 
Robert Fisher, journeyman lineman 
Donald Golden, maintenance foreman 
Patrick Hall, maintenance foreman 
Bruce Hill, construction foreman 
Frank Kinnison, forestry journeyman 
Mark Peterson, maintenance foreman 
Steve Rosenthal, journeyman lineman 

Robert Smith, maintenance foreman 
Steve Streitmatter, journeyman 

lineman 
Charles West, construction foreman 
Calvin Williams, forestry foreman 
Wayne Williams, forestry journeyman 
Larry Young, maintenance foreman 

Operations 
Anthony Campbell, manager 
Bob Breen, edp/dms/operations 

coordinator 
Jeannie Bruns, senior storehouseman 
Tim Merrill, mechanic 
Paul Roberts, mechanic 
Melinda Rosenthal, storehouseman 
Tammy Woosley, operations clerk 
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Myron E. Erdman 
Chenoa 

J. D. Reeves 
Manager 

John W. H. Tompkins 
LeRoy 

Michael T. Killian 
Lexington 



Balance syeet 
Members’ Financial Report as of December 31, 1995 

Assets 

1995 1994 1993 

Total Utility Plant    $54,308,321 $51,377,421 $47,584,965 
Accumulated Depreciation    13.564.296 12.725.363 11.974.610 

Net Utility Plant    $40,744,025 $38,652,058 $35,610,355 
Investment in Associated Organizations    1,749,024 1,677,178 1,594,735 
Other Investments    356,733 440,136 245,473 
Temporary Investments    3,639,470 4,236,186 2,685,348 

Accounts Receivable    3,833,161 3,356,279 3,218,880 
Materials and Supplies    1,389,762 1,871,088 2,074,057 

Prepaid Expenses    186,339 156,053 158,535 
Other Receivables & Current Assets    34,450 34,194 14,156 
Deferred Debits    35.322 123 115.859 

Total Assets    $51,968,286 $50,423,295 $45,717,398 

Member’s Equity and Liabilities 

Member’s Patronage Capital    $18,828,741 $16,694,330 $15,084,246 

Other Equities    193.479 87.067 86.799 

Total Member’s Equity    $19,022,220 $16,781,397 $15,171,045 
Long-Term Debt RUS    $20,314,158 $20,775,868 $17,546,650 
Long-Term Debt NRUCFC    8,620,556 8,780,593 8,880,524 

Accum. Prov. for Post-Retirement Benefits    $ 1,229,643 1,200,794 1,184,223 
Accounts Payable    1,597,293 1,751,827 1,629,376 
Consumer Deposits    150,513 148,265 131,405 
Other Current & Accrued Liabilities    762,575 709,080 919,823 
Deferred Credits    271.328 275.471 254.352 

Total Members Equity & Liabilities    $51,968,286 $50,423,295 $45,717,398 

Wholesale power claims 
large share 

of operating revenue 

Year Revenue Power Cost Percent 

1965 $ 1,231,270 $ 514,731 41.8 
1970 1,669,194 724,228 43.4 
1975 3,496,942 1,877,234 53.7 
1980 8,312,345 4,894,661 58.9 
1985 14,661,558 9,995,651 68.2 
1990 17,348,222 11,886,124 68.5 
1995 25,221,722 15,498,548 61.5 

Pacts about your cooperative 
1995 1994 1993 

Miles of line 2,981 2,952 2,923 
Member accounts 15,911 15,286 14,513 
Members per 
mile of line 5.34 5.18 4.96 
kwh purchased 
(for year) 244,946,686 228,324,181 220,303,591 
kwh sold 
(for year) 226,117,238 209,409,898 201,356,225 
Percent loss 7.43 8.03 8.60 
Avg. monthly kwh used 
per residential member 891 865 889 
Avg. monthly bill per 
residential member $106.07 $106.87 $107.24 
Residential 
avg. kwh cost 11.90 12.35 12.06 
Full-time employees 59 61 60 
Part-time area 
meter readers 46 47 45 
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Statement of revenue and expenses 

For the Year Ending December 31, 1995 

Revenues 
1995 1994 1993 

Sales of Electric Energy    $25,040,654 $23,999,473 $22,618,231 
Other Electric Revenues    148,215 137,962 122,688 
Other Non-Electric Revenues    32,853 35,717 24,103 
Total Revenues    $25,221,722 $24,173,152 $22,765,022 

Expenses 
Cost of Purchased Power    $15,498,548 $15,534,653 $14,604,612 
Operating Expenses    136,941 76,477 60,827 
Maintenance Expense    1,676,205 1,497,646 1,430,542 
Billing, Accounting, & Member Service    2,045,306 1,945,620 1,948,577 
Depreciation Expense    1,412,969 1,285,707 1,190,908 
Tax Expense      529,559 472,812 438,296 
Interest Expense on Long-Term Debt    1,691,574 1,595,643 1,359,474 
Other Deductions    7,763 21,757 22,529 
Total Expense    $22,998,865 $22,430,315 $21,055,765 

Operating Margins    $2,222,857 $1,742,837 $1,709,257 

Non-Operating Margins 
Interest on Investments    312,351 211,340 148,222 
Other Non-Operating Margins    1,356 31,220 5,325 
CFC and Other Patronage Capital    122,848 115,554 73,134 
Total Margins    $2,659,412 $2,100,951 $1,935,938 

Member’s Patronage 
Capital Beginning of Year  

Capital Credits to be 
  $16,694,330 $15,077,367 $13,541,430 

Allocated for This Year    2,659,412 2,100,951 1,935,938 
Retirement of Capital Credits  
Members’ Patronage Capital 

  (525,001) (483,988) (400,001) 

End of Year    $18,828,741 $16,694,330 $15,077,367 

Taxes paid 

1995 1994 
Investment capital tax $ 138,822 $ 128,084 
Real estate taxes 28,621 27,765 
Energy taxes 698,770 659,182 
Social security taxes 401,600 401,629 
Sales tax & 
use tax (state) 3,165 9,364 
Public utility fund 19,339 18,212 
State unemployment tax 11,440 9,389 
Federal unemployment tax 4,110 4,129 
Municipal tax 289,568 255,521 
Franchise tax 142.089 121.354 
Total taxes $1,734,524 $1,634,629 

Long-term obligation 
to RUS and CFC 

RUS CFC Total 
Total loans approved 27,408,500 9,765,000 37,173,500 
Total funds advanced 27,408,500 9,765,000 37,173,500 
Payments made on 
principal when due 7,149,342 1,144,444 8,293,786 
Outstanding 
balance 20,259,158 8,620,556 28,879,714 

1995 interest 
payments 1,028,709 664,608 1,693,317 
Total interest 
paid since 1939 14,114,619 8,906,735 23,021,354 
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Tye Aloia Family 
Singers to entertain 

If you like Notre Dame football, 
you’ll love the Aloia Family Singers. 
And if you like Irish singing, you’ll still 
love them. In fact, if you enjoy good 
singing at all, you’ll rave about the 
kids, who live in rural Illinois near 
Bloomington-Normal with their par¬ 
ents, Mary and Greg. They will enter¬ 
tain at CBEC’s annual meeting 
Saturday, March 9, providing you one 
more good reason to turn out. 

The group performs one of the 
most concentrated collections of music 
specifically to honor the “Fighting 
Irish,” and you’ll hear many delightful 
and entertaining versions of popular 
songs, each sung with a special “Aloia 
Family” twist. And you’ll never again 
sing Dixie, Yankee Doodle Dandy or 
Home on the Range the same way 
after you hear the Notre Dame version 
sung by the Aloia children. 

The singers range in age from 
Mary-Cecilia, who’s 20, down through 
Therese Marie, 16, Dominic Joseph, 

13, Anna-Marie Rose, 12, Alphonse 
Joseph, 10 and Benedict Joseph, 
who’s 6. Two-year-old Filumena is 
primed to join the group soon. 

We hope you’ll come out to hear 
the kids sing their hearts out—and to 
take care of co-op business, too! 

Member's average cost per kwb 

12.00 

11.50 

11.25 

11.00 

10.75 

10.50 

1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 

Average kwb per 
month per member 

1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 
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Soyland Power Cooperative, Inc. 

Of utmost importance to your board of directors is the 
availability and the cost of electric power. Soyland Power 
Cooperative, with headquarters in Decatur, is the genera¬ 
tion and transmission cooperative that supplies electric 
power to Corn Belt Electric Cooperative and 20 other Illinois 
distribution cooperatives. Director Stephen Schertz and 
your manager, Jeffrey Reeves, serve on the Soyland board 
of directors and take an active role in the activities of 
Soyland. A major portion of your monthly electric bill goes 
toward purchasing electric power from Soyland. 

Soyland’s electric power is generated from several 
sources. Soyland receives 12 percent of the electric power 
from each of Illinois Power Company’s fossil-fueled power 
plants, 3.6 percent of each of Central Illinois Public Service 
Company’s (CIPS) fossil-fueled plants, 51 megawatts of 
cooperative-owned fossil-fuel plants plus 123 megawatts of 
nuclear generation from 13.2 percent of the Clinton Power 
Station. Soyland’s minority interest in a number of power 
plants provides a broad mix of fuel sources to the Soyland 
system. Rather than own one or two large plants, Soyland 
has spread ownership risk over small percentages of 35 

fossil-fueled units through the contracts with CIPS and 
Illinois Power.. 

Soyland, working with Corn Belt Electric Cooperative, 
is committed to helping revitalize the rural Illinois economy. 
Through Soyland’s participation in local, regional and state¬ 
wide economic development organizations, Soyland has 
helped its member cooperatives attract business and in¬ 
dustry to rural Illinois. 

On behalf of the local member cooperatives, Soyland 
has also taken leadership roles in many statewide eco¬ 
nomic development efforts. Soyland is active in RURAL 
PARTNERS -- the Illinois coalition for rural community de¬ 
velopment - and the Illinois Food Processing Task Force 
which promotes the value of Illinois agricultural commodi¬ 
ties and helps create jobs in local communities through 
food processing industries. 

Soyland and its member electric cooperatives remain 
committed to improving the quality of life in rural Illinois. 
Working together, we will do our best to enable the rural 
areas of Illinois to grow and prosper. 

Welcome to we new generation of peat pumps 

• Space Age components for even greater efficiency 
• Often cheaper to heat with than natural gas! 
• Always cheaper to heat with than propane! 

• Uses Corn Belt Electric’s low, 
GUARANTEED, 3.2c heating rate 

• Cheaper to cool with than old air conditioners too 

Let us introduce YOU to 
12 MONTH COMFORT 
12 MONTH SAVINGS 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative Inc. 
1502 Morrissey Dr. 

Bloomington, IL 61702 
309-662-5330 • 800-879-0339 

Office hours 8:00 a.m. till 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 

An Equal Opportunity Employer (M/F/H) 
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Why is geothermal heating and cooling so popular? 

Let the Earth Help Heat and 

Cool Your Home 

• Revolutionary! Tomorrow’s heating 

system...available today 

• Qualifies for electric heat rate of 3.2 

cents 

• Most efficient: 1 unit of energy 

in, 4 units of energy out 

• Cheapest way to heat: Even 

less than natural gas 

• Cools 50% cheaper than com¬ 

mon air conditioners 

• Provides all your hot water needs 

for most of the year 

Call the Member Services Department. We’ll tell you why! 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative 
1502 Morrissey Drive , Bloomington, IL 61702 

309-662-5330 • 800-879-0339 

Office Hours 8:00 a.m. till 4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 
An Equal Opportunity Employer (M/F/H) 

All KWH Subject to Energy Cost Adjustment 

Will you attend? Let ns know 

Registration for the 58th annual meeting of your cooperative is from 8:30 to 10 a.m. on Saturday, March 9,1996. 
In your February bill staffer, you received your dinner reservation form. Please mail or bring this to the cooperative 
office not later than March 7,1996 to let us know how many will be eating. There is no charge for the meal. 

We’re looking forward to making your 58th annual meeting a success. 

Please cut out and complete the dinner reservation form and return it to our office before March 6th. 

58® annual meeting 

Please make   dinner reservations for 

Member name (please print) 

Map location number Area Code - Telephone number 
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CBEC volunteers help get Olympia’s 
SEAT program off the ground 

Olympia (Community Unit School District #16) 
is a consolidated school district headquartered in 
rural Stanford and is a member of Corn Belt Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative. These days the staff strives hard 
to educate their students in “real world” experiences 
as well as in the more traditional subjects of readin’, 
wiltin’ and ‘rithmetic. To that end, the district ad¬ 
ministration authorized the organization of the Sci- 

Workers attach hardware to the "takeoff" pole to 
the crib site. 

entific, Environmental, Agricultural, Technological 
program (SEAT). Teachers and administrators alike 
are helping the students to delve into all kinds of 
everyday problems in living that they wouldn’t ordi¬ 
narily have the opportunity to experience. 

One facet of the expanding SEAT educational 
process has been the alliance formed with the 
Sugar Grove Nature Center. The center is located 
within Sugar Grove Foundation holdings in the 
Funks Grove vicinity. The foundation intends to 
reestablish the prairie here much as it was 200 
years ago. The hundreds of acres of the Nature 
Center will be an extraordinary environmental edu¬ 
cational resource for K-12 Olympia students. A 
corn crib will be converted by SEAT students into 
a laboratory to include a nursery for propagating 
prairie grass and plant seeds, an environmental 
demonstration area, offices and classrooms. Be¬ 
cause SEAT is unfunded by CUSD #16, the remod¬ 
eling must be done with grants and voluntary 
donations, gifts and labor. 

And this is where Corn Belt Electric comes in. 
Even though the Nature Center site is not within 
Corn Belt’s service territory, our board of direc¬ 
tors unanimously voted to become involved in the 
project. They donated a WaterFurnace geothermal 
heating and cooling demonstration unit to SEAT 
for the nature center. The unit will provide not only 
summer and winter thermal comfort but will also 
be a lab for students to experiment with and learn 
from. 

When SEAT officials learned of the cost of con¬ 
structing the power line feed to the site, they de¬ 
spaired of ever acquiring that much cash capital. 
Our board once again decided to become involved 
by donating the materials and the use of the equip¬ 
ment needed to build the service. And, as an addi¬ 
tional donation, many employees of our 
construction and maintenance department gener¬ 
ously volunteered to work three Saturdays in De¬ 
cember (without pay) to place the 3/4 mile of 
underground, 3-phase cable from the delivery point 
to the crib site. Burying the electrical cable is more 
environmentally acceptable, and underground the 

(continued on page 12d) 
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Great Rate 11 News 
At the recent annual meeting of the member/ 

owners of the cooperative, it was announced that 
any member now being served on Rate 1 is eligible 
for Rate 11. This means that those members who 
have cattle-watering, grain drying or confinement 
operations can, at long last, convert to Rate 11 and 
save on their yearly cost of electricity. 

Since the rate was introduced in 1994 we have 
had many, many farmers call to volunteer for Rate 
11. We have had to reluctantly tell many of them 
that the rate was for residences only and heavy 
farm load disqualified the account. Now, those 
members can benefit from the low cost of Rate 11. 
However, the radio-controlled switches are manu¬ 

factured to handle 200 amp, single-phase loads 
only. Three-phase services are still not eligible. 

So, if you have called in the past and been re¬ 
fused, we urge you to call again. We will send you 
information about the rate, an agreement for sig¬ 
nature and a computer printout showing savings 
on Rate 11. Sign the agreement and send it to the 
office. 

Or, if you know a farmer who has been turned 
down, be sure to tell him about this change in 
policy. From now on, if there is a Rate 11 message 
on the monthly bill, that account qualifies for the 
rate and the savings. 

Take extra precautions with 
POWER TOOLS 

Modern home work-shop tools save money on 
home repairs and improvements, provide 
hobby fun. 

Know your equipment and BE SURE 
• wiring is adequate for the job 
• there are enough circuits of the right size 
• all circuits are grounded 
• hand tools have 3-prong plugs or are 

double-insulated. 

Protect the 
delicate 

electronics 
in your appliances 

and home 
entertainment 

equipment from 
harmful voltage 

variations with 
a whole-house surge suppressor. 

Surge Sentry 
— only $145 

from Corn Belt Electric Cooperative 

NOTE: Surge Sentry protects against surges 
coming in on the power lines. It will not pro¬ 
tect against surges on telephone, cable TV and 
antenna lines. American Power Conversion of 
Rhode Island (Ph 800-800-4272) manufac¬ 
tures suppressors for these lines. 
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New Rate 11 subscribers 
Those members who signed up for Rate 11 after last 

summer will soon have the radio-controlled switch in¬ 
stalled behind your meter to turn your power off and on 
during summers. It’s not hard to spot. It looks like an 
extension of the meter, is light gray in color and has an 
antenna on top. We plan to have them installed before 
June. 

To refresh your memory of the details of the rate. 

reread the Q & A portion of the “Blue Sheet” below. And 
remember, (a) the “curtailment season” begins June 15 
and runs through Sept. 15; (b) you continue on your 
present rate through the summer; (c) will experience 
the curtailments of service; (d) the rate goes into effect 
in September; (e) the bill you receive in October will be 
the first bill calculated on the rate and will also show 
the first $35 payment for the switch. 

Residential interruptible rate: 
5.75 cents per kwh year-round 

Q. Who qualifies for this reduced Rate 11? 
A. All members billed under Rate 1 with a maxi¬ 

mum of a 200 amp service. We must have inter¬ 
rupted your electric usage on the day of our system 
peak for the rate to take effect with your September 
usage. 

Q. How much will I save on this rate com¬ 
pared to what I have been paying? 

A Every member uses electricity at different 
usage levels. After sample calculations of many 
members’ usage for the last 12 months, the savings 
have ranged from 35 to 40 percent. For example: if 
you use 500 kwhs per month the yearly savings will 
be $360; 1,000 kwhs/mo. = $601; 1,500 kwhs/mo. 
- $813. 

Q. I'll only have to pay five and three-fourths 
cents per kilowatts all year? 

A. Yes. Every month. Of course an energy cost 
adjustment of approximately 4/ lOths of a cent will 
apply. 

Q. When does this rate go into effect? 
A. The bill you receive in October will reflect the 

lower charges from the new rate if we interrupted 
your electric usage on the day of our system peak. 

Q. A $350 contribution is required for a ra¬ 
dio-controlled switch. Can I buy it somewhere 
else and have it installed or install it myself? 

A. No. The switch is not available at retail or 
wholesale outlets. We have to install it because it 
goes in the meter base and only our personnel are 
trained and authorized to do work in meter bases. 
The $350 may be paid on your bill in 10 monthly 
installments of $35 each beginning with the bill you 
receive in October. The savings from being on Rate 
11 should offset the $35 payment. 

Q. Will you shut off the power every day? 
A. No, the average is five days between June 15 

and September 15. And only during the week, never 
on a weekend or a holiday. 

Q. How long will it be off? 
A. CBEC usually approaches a daily peak de¬ 

mand period at about 3 p.m. When we interrupt, 
our computer will send a radio signal to your switch 

to shut off the power to your home. Once our elec¬ 
tric demand begins to taper off, the computer will 
send another signal to the switch to turn on the 
power. 

Q. Will I be notified before the co-op shuts 
my power off? 

A. No, we will not notify any Rate 11 member of 
a power shut off. However, the management will ask 
radio stations to broadcast an announcement 
throughout the morning of the day it will occur. 

Tune in: AM - WJBC, WIRE, WHOW 
FM - WBNQ, WSWT, WHOW. 

Q. How do I sign up for this rate? 
A. There is a copy of an agreement on the back 

of this page that you must sign and return to the 
office by June 1, 1996, to be assured of qualifying 
for Rate 11. 

Q. Will I have to renew the contract each 
year? 

A No, Rate 11 shall be offered on a year-by- 
year basis provided the cooperative receives a power 
cost savings by reducing the residential electric de¬ 
mands when the peak demand is reached. 

Q. Will there be any damage to my electric 
appliances from having the power shut off and 
then turned on again? 

A. Highly unlikely. The consequences will be not 
unlike your turning the main breaker off and on at 
your service panel while doing some work on your 
electric wiring. The cooperative will not be respon¬ 
sible for any damage or claim of damage as a result 
of the disconnection and reconnection of service. 

Q. Will I still receive credits on my bills for 
using the air conditioning and water heating 
controls? 

A No, the reduced rate will save you much more 
money every year than the controllers would. 

Q. I am now on the 3.2 cent electric heating 
rate. By volunteering for this interruptible rate, 
will I no longer be billed on that rate? 

A You will remain on the electric heat rate. All 
other kilowatt-hours will be billed at 5.75 cents. 
You’ll save even more money. 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Geothermal — 
Cheap heat, 
Cheap cool 

Coupled to Corn Belt Electric’s guaranteed heat¬ 
ing rate, a geothermal system will heat your home 
less than natural gas or propane. Our geothermal 
averaged about 10 cents a square foot to heat the 
last winter. How big is your home? 

Geothermal will cool your home for about 40 percent less than 
that “common” air conditioner you use now and will heat all the do¬ 
mestic hot water for 9-10 months of the year as a t 

It’s obvious why geothermal is replacing the caveman technology of a fire 
in the middle of a dwelling to provide heat. Geothermal doesn’t create heat. It just 
moves it from one place to another. 

Check out geothermal if you’re planning a new house or a remodel. Join the thousands of Illinois¬ 
ans enjoying the comfort, the economy and the prestige of this most perfect heating/cooling concept. 
It’s Geo-logical. 

(continued from page 12d) 

cable is less prone to interference by the many trees 
along the route of the wire. Now, when the SEAT 
laboratory building is ready for electricity, the serv¬ 
ing utility has only to connect both ends of the wire. 

Neither the Sugar Grove Nature Center nor the 
lab is a reality yet. But the lab will be if enough 
people will donate their time, money and labor. 
It’s easy to do. Just phone the Olympia 
Superintendent’s office at 309-379-6011 and tell 
them you’re interested in doing your thing for the 
nature center project. 

It was necessary to bore under a waterway while 
placing the underground cable. 

OFFICE CLOSED 
The Corn Belt Electric Cooperative office will be closed Friday April 5th. 

In the event of an electrical emergency, please phone 

800-879-0339. 

r — 3.2c Electric Heating Rate — 
Call the Member Service Department 
for suggestions on heating your home 

— electrically! — V. 

When you replace an appliance, be sure the 
new one has a battery backup for the digital 
clock!!! That way, you won’t have to reset 

it after a split-second interruption 
in the electric supply. 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Two of the three area men 
who were reelected to the 
CBEC board of direc¬ 
tors are congratulated 
by Jeffrey D. Reeves, 
manager. From left are 
Reeves, John Tompkins 
of LeRoy and Michael 
Killian of Lexington. The 
election was held at 
CBEC’s 58th annual 
meeting held March 9 at 
the Normal Community 
West High School in 
Normal. Rae Payne of 
Towanda, who was also 
reelected, was unable to 
attend. 

Co-op strong, growing well 
Three area men were reelected to the CBEC 

board of directors at the co-op’s 58th annual 

meeting March 9 at the Normal Community West 

High School in Normal. Reelected were Rae F. 

Payne of Towanda, John Tompkins of LeRoy and 

Michael Killian of Lexington. 
Jeffrey D. Reeves, manager, gave a combined 

manager’s/president’s report to the membership. 

Payne, president, was ill and unable to attend. 

Reeves noted that Corn Belt members had received 

capital credits checks totaling $525,000 in 

December 1995, and that the co-op had no plans 
for a rate increase this year. 

“We had a good year in 1995,” he said, “largely 

because of the warm summer. Utilities thrive in 

temperature extremes, and last summer, if you’ll 

remember, was especially hot. 

“But we had a lot of growth, too, with some 

750 new members. Our cost per kilowatt-hour 

dropped, and we had substantial margins, even 

better than last year,” he added. 

Reeves remarked that the Corn Belt board had 

made a request to refinance $20 million of its Rural 

Utilities Service (RUS) debt, and was in the 

process of considering its options in regards to 

buying out of the RUS loan program. 

“RUS has a discount buyout program,” he 

explained, “and we could save a considerable 

amount of money, while gaining some future 

borrowing flexibility, especially in how we ‘term 

and price’ our loans.” 
Reeves told his audience of possible far- 

reaching changes that may be coming to the elec¬ 

tric utility business. 

‘There has been much discussion this past 

year concerning the possibility of a deregulated 

electric utility industry,” he said, “and we hope 

that all aspects of providing electric service are 

properly evaluated before the legislature does 

anything. 

“For example, will all users of electricity 

benefit from deregulation? Will there be some 

losers? Will quality of service be maintained? Will 

utilities be compensated for distributing power 

based on the actual cost of constructing and main¬ 

taining their systems? These are just a few of the 

many questions that will need to be addressed 

before deregulation becomes a reality,” he 

continued. 

(Continued on page 12b) 
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Clockwise from above: The Aloia 
Family singers provided enter¬ 
tainment during the meeting. 
Manager Jeff Reeves gives the 
combined manager’s/president’s 
report: Rae Payne, president, was 
ill and unable to attend. There was 
a good turnout for the meeting. 

(Continued from page 12a] 
Reeves told his audience that Corn Belt offers 

a rate enabling members to save some 40 percent 
on their electricity bills, provided they are willing 
to have their entire load disconnected occa¬ 
sionally during the hottest days of the year. “We 
call it Rate 11,” he said, “and I encourage all our 
members to consider signing up for it. This rate is 
now available to all Rate 1 users whose load does 
not exceed 200 amps.” 

Joe Firlit, manager of Soyland Power 
Cooperative, Corn Belt’s wholesale power supplier, 
spoke briefly in Payne’s absence. He told the 
audience that Soyland is working with the federal 
government to seek ways to reduce its $1 billion 
RUS debt. The debt was largely incurred because 
of cost overruns caused by changing regulations 
that forced several rebuildings even as the Clinton 
nuclear plant was under construction. 

Janice Reimer of Carlock, treasurer, reported 

that Corn Belt Electric had sold some 226,000,000 
kilowatt-hours in 1995, and that it had revenues 
of some $25,000,000, which was up slightly from 
1994. “Our expenses came to $22,900,000, which 
was also a slight increase from the previous year. 
We paid out about $1,700,000 in taxes in 1995,” 
she added. 

Illustrating Corn Belt’s growth, she noted that 
the co-op had an average of 2.8 members per mile 
of line when she was elected to the board 14 years 
ago, and the co-op was pleased to have that many. 
“Now, we have 5.34 members per mile, and we’re 
still growing. We have stabilized at the same num¬ 
ber of employees for several years now,” she added, 
“and we have our employees doing more and more 
all the time. We really appreciate their efforts.” 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative serves some 
15,500 members in all or parts of McLean, 
Woodford, Tazewell, Logan, Macon, DeWitt, Piatt, 
Ford, Livingston and Champaign counties. 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Why do you receive this magazine? 
Electric cooperatives began publishing periodi¬ 

cals and newsletters in the 1940s to communi¬ 
cate with their members when we were being 
attacked in extensive advertising and publicity 
campaigns. Today, distorted and otherwise in¬ 
accurate information is still a problem. And 
attacks continue in the political arena. 

The Illinois Country Living magazine is mailed 
to you monthly at a cost to the co-op of little more 
than a first-class postage stamp. The magazine is 
almost entirely funded by the advertisers. It is 
chock-full of articles dealing with horticulture, 
home projects, safety, energy efficiency, 
technology, and personal finance-all good, whole¬ 
some family-magazine topics. And, from time to 
time, Illinois leaders provide commentary on 
matters important to rural Illinois. In the January 
issue. Governor Edgar had an interesting round¬ 
up of actions taken by government and the 
cooperatives, often working together, to improve 
the lifestyle of the residents of rural Illinois. 

While the magazine articles are interesting, 
useful and informative, that isn’t the primary 
reason you receive it. Presenting news about your 
own electric utility is. Corn Belt Electric News 
begins on page 12 of the magazine every month. 
Our pages are produced with the intention of 
informing the membership about the operation of 
their cooperative. 

Of course, some issues are “more newsy” than 
others. But each is written to inform. Most articles 
used in our section of the magazine promote 
strategies and programs that can save the mem¬ 
ber money. Safety, efficient use of energy, peak 
shaving, system efficiency, etc., all can contribute 
to lowering our operating costs and to help main¬ 
tain rate stability. Promoting electrical safety can 
help save the lives of cooperative members and 
save money for ratepayers by moderating in¬ 
surance premiums and court claims. We keep you 
informed of new, efficient electric technologies 
such as geothermal heating and cooling systems, 
of peak-shaving programs aimed at saving you and 
the co-op money, of the progress of deregulation 
of the electric utility industry, and of the intro¬ 
duction of new electric processes that are more 
efficient than their “other fuel” counterparts and 
friendlier to the environment as well. 

With more than 16,000 accounts, printed com¬ 
munications are the most cost-effective method 
to use to inform. If we were a stock-issuing com¬ 
pany and failed to communicate the news and 
progress of the company to you as a stockholder, 
you would be disappointed at the least. We don’t 
issue shares of stock, but you are an owner of the 
cooperative nonetheless. As an owner you are 
entitled to be informed and we are obligated to 
keep you abreast of its operation. 

Could You Pay Ynur Medical Bills If An Unexpected Illness or Injury Occurs? 

THE ES. MEMBER GROUP MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN WAS DESIGNED EXCLUSIVELY 

FOR RURAL ELECTRIC CONSUMERS WITH GROUP RATES EVERYONE CAN AFFORD. 

At 42, life was pretty good for Pete Paulson. With a good job, a home 

in a friendly neighborhood, a supportive wife, two healthy children, 

he thought he had everything. Until the morning he woke up with 

chest pains so severe he couldn’t get out of bed. In the emergency room, the 

doctors told him he had suffered a massive heart attack and was lucky to be 

alive. Pete thought things like this happened only to other people. That’s why 

he never bothered with health insurance. After all, he had never been sick a 

day in his life. Until now. And with costly medical bills adding up, Pete may lose 

everything he worked so hard to get 

There are so many people like Pete. In fact at least 18 percent of all 

Americans who work do not have health insurance coverage. That is why 

National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) sponsors the RE 

Member Group Major Medical Plan available exclusively to rural electric con¬ 

sumers. The plan provides affordable, comprehensive coverage with up to $1 

million in lifetime benefits. • Available to spouses under age 65, and dependent 

children to age 19, (25 if a full-time student). • Provides coverage for semi-pri¬ 

vate hospital room and board, doctors’ diagnosis, treatment and surgery, phys¬ 

iotherapy, prescription drugs and medicines. • Up to 210 consecutive hospice 

services, up to 50 days in a convalescent home, anesthetics, home health 

care and much more. 

The RE Member Group Major Medical Plan was designed exclusively for 

Rural Electric Consumers with group rates everyone can afford. With a choice 

of two copayment options, plus a range of deductibles, if s easy to tailor the plan 

to fit you or your family’s budget. 

This is an excellent opportunity for you to apply for affordable, compre¬ 

hensive major medical coverage. 

Call right now tor your tree qoote, at no obligatioo. 1-800-543-9213, 

9 a.m - 5 p.m., Monday - Friday, Central lime. 
NRECA is a non-profit association, located in Arlington, Virginia. NRECA has been providing its member rural electric cooperatives across the nation with 

quality products and services since 1942. Underwritten by The United States Life Insurance Company, A t£ilFE COMPANY. This information high¬ 

lights the benefits of the RE Member Group Major Medical Plan and is subject to the terms, conditions and limitations of the applicable group policy. 
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Buildings, bins and power lines 
Please, before the erection of any buildings or 

grain bins on the farm is begun, have our engi¬ 
neering department look over the plats and the 
plans to make sure the clearances from overhead 
lines meet the specifications of the National 
Electrical Code. If they do not, our staff can make 
some suggestions as to the location of the struc¬ 
ture that can save a lot of money and time. You 
see, if we have to move or revamp our facilities, it 
can be very costly for the property owner. And the 
member will have to pay the co-op in full before 

the service will be energized. Another costly item 
is the time involved in engineering and scheduling 
the work. If everything is up to specs before you 
begin, you can build with the assurance that the 
service to the facility will be hooked-up when you 
require it and there will not be extra, unplanned 
costs involved. It just might save a workman’s life 
too, by not having them working in close proximity 
to high-voltage lines. 

So, before doing any building on the farm, 
come to town and visit with our engineering staff. 

Make your voice heard 
With all the turmoil in Washington over the 

budget mess, perhaps it’s time you let your 
congressperson know how you feel about it. For 
most of us, writing elected officials is something 
out of the ordinary. But for legislators, hearing 
from constituents is all in a day’s work. They know 
how important it is to be responsive to the people 
who elect them. Your letter will be read and a 
response will be forthcoming. 

The letter you send to a representative is one 
of the easiest you will ever write. All he or she 

really needs to know is (a)the issue about which 
you are writing; and (b) your position on that 
issue. The latter can usually be expressed as 
either “for” or “against.” 

Most people feel an urge to say more once 
they’ve taken pen in hand. A few clear, forceful 
arguments explaining your position can help your 
cause. 

So don’t be bashful. Express your opinion to 
your employees. They need it if they are to 
represent you. 

When you replace an appliance, 
be sure the new one has a battery 
backup for the digital clock!!! That 
way, you won’t have to reset it after 
a split- 
second 
interruption 
in the electric 
supply. 

Please be cooperative 
Do not plant, stack or build anything 

within 8 feet of the front or 4 feet of the sides 
and back of a pad-mounted transformer. 

Want to hide the transformer? Call the 
office to receive a brochure describing the plants 
to use and where 
how to plant them. 
They’ll be happy, 
you’ll be happy 
and so will our line 
crews. 

TO REPORT AN OUTAGE 
309-662-5330 800-879-0339 

WITH TOUCH TONE SERVICE 
When our outage system machine answers your phone call: 
1. Enter your area code and phone number using your touch 

pad 
2. Answer questions using touch pad 
3. Hangup 

WITHOUT TOUCH TONE SERVICE 
When our outage system machine answers your phone call: 
1. Listen to message 
2. Report outage by voice 

a. You have 20 seconds to record 
b. Tell your area code/phone number 
c. Tell of wire down, tree on line, etc. 
d. Hangup 

To Have 
Underground 
Cable Located 

CALL J.U.L.I.E. 
TOLL FREE 
800-892-0123 

NOTE: JULIE will not locate underground wiring 
that is beyond our meter. To have this done, phone 
the largest electric contractor in the city nearest 
you. 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Service restoration priorities 
On the prairie, any day of the 

year can bring severe weather fol¬ 
lowed by widespread outages fol¬ 

lowed by complaints from a few 

members about the length of time 
it took us to get their power back 

on. Bear in mind that we don’t like 

outages any more than you do. 
And often, we can’t complete a 
total restoration to the system 

because a transmission line 
owned by another utility that sup¬ 

plies power to our substations has 

not been repaired and put back 

in service. 

But when our system is af¬ 

fected we have a prioritizing policy 
we follow to do the repairs that 
will restore service to critical loads 

and to the greatest number of ac¬ 
counts as quickly as possible. Af¬ 
ter almost 60 years in the 

business, this has proven to be 
the most logical, the most eco¬ 

nomical and the most accommo¬ 

dating method. Eveiy utility in the 

nation uses the same concept. 

The accompanying sketch de¬ 

picts one out-of-service three- 

phase circuit downstream from a 
substation. This circuit will run 
for miles through the countryside. 
Single-phase tap lines will radi¬ 
ate from this circuit to serve indi¬ 
vidual neighborhoods. The fallen 
tree has snapped all the lines. 
This, no doubt, would be repeated 
many times along the length of the 

circuit. Crews would patrol the 

circuit to remove the trees and 

splice the lines. When all three 

phases are again intact, the cir¬ 

cuit would be energized. The sub¬ 

division represented by Houses 2 

and 3 (served by an underground, 

single-phase tap line) would have 
power. Crews would then patrol 

each single-phase line, repair the 

damage, and Houses 4 and 5 

would have electricity. A crew 

would then splice the broken 

wires at House 1. 
Assuming the substation was 

still receiving power from the 

transmission line, all members 

served from that particular circuit 
would now have electricity. Mean¬ 

while, crews would have been 
working on other circuits emanat¬ 

ing from the substation. If the 
damage were extensive enough, 

crews from other cooperatives in 
the state would be called in to as¬ 
sist. After major storms in the 

past, we have had co-op crews 

from as far away as Virginia and 

investor-owned utility crews out 

of Chicago and St. Louis working 
to restore our system. Of course, 

we send crews to neighboring 

utilities and to other states to help 
out too. 

One important factor in re¬ 
storing service quickly is know¬ 
ing where the problem lies and 

what caused it. This is where you, 

as a member, truly do help by 

phoning to let us know. You’re 

thinking sure, and the phone is 

never answered. Not any more! If 

the humans are taking calls when 

your’s comes in, your call will 

automatically be answered by our 
computerized outage handler. You 
will give it the same information 

you would give the person. Now, 
through the magic of computers, 

the data from each caller will be 
entered into the individual ac¬ 

count number, matched to the 
circuit that feeds your home and 

the dispatcher will instantly know 
how many members are out of 

power on any particular single- or 

three-phase circuit. With this in¬ 

formation, a crew will be able to 
find the problem site. 

However, before you report an 

outage, check your own breakers 
or fuses and also check to see if 
your neighbors’ electricity is off. 

If yours is the only house with no 
electricity, the cause is likely on 
your side of the meter. Don’t call 

to have our employees replace a 

blown fuse. They do not carry in- 

house gear on the their trucks. 
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Attention Rate 11 subscribers 

June 15 marks the 
beginning of the “Curtail¬ 
ment Season.” Any day 
between June 15 and 
Sept. 15, you may expect 
to have your power shut 
off. Of course, it will be 
on the hottest days when 
the air conditioning load 
is the greatest. And, of 
course, we do not shut it 
off on weekends or holi¬ 
days. 

On four or five days 
this summer our com¬ 
puter will cause a radio 
signal to be sent to the 
Rate 1 1 switches at 
about 3:00 p.m. The cur¬ 
tailment will last approxi¬ 

mately three hours. 
Early on the morning of the day the shut-off 

occurs, we FAX a message to that effect to radio 
stations. They broadcast the announcement ei¬ 
ther as a news item on the regularly scheduled 
newscasts or, periodically during their morning 
programming schedule. So, tune in one of the fol¬ 
lowing sometime after 8:00 am. to find out if you 
will be affected that day. 

r 
STATION DIAL 

WJBC-AM Bloomington 1230 

WBNQ-FM Bloomington 101.5 

WHOW-AM Clinton 1520 

WHOW-FM Clinton 96.0 

WIRL-AM Peoria 1290 

WSWT-FM Peoria 107.0 

Office closed 
Memorial Day 

The Corn Belt Electric Cooperative office will 
be closed Monday, May 27. In the event of an 
electrical emergency, please phone 

800-879-0339 

Please be 
cooperative 

Do not plant, 
stack or build 
anything within 
8 feet of the front 
or 4 feet of the 
sides and back of 
pad-mounted trans¬ 
former. 

REPORTING AN OUTAGE 
Dial-local 309-662-5330 Toll-Free 800-879-0339 

WITHTOUCHTONE SERVICE 
When our outage system machine answers your phone call: 
1. Enteryour area code and phone number 
using your touch pad 
2. Answer questions using touch pad 
3. Hang up 

WITHOUTTOUCHTONE SERVICE 
When our outage system machine answers your phone call: 
1. Listen to message 
2. Report outage by voice 

a. You have 20 seconds to record 
b. Tell your area code/phone number 
c. Tell of wire down, tree on line, etc. 
d. Hangup ___ 

When you replace an appliance, be 
sure the new one has a battery backup 
for the digtital clock!!! That way, you 

won't have to reset it after a split- 
second interruption in the electric supply. 

To Have Underground 
Cable Located 
CALL J.U.L.I.E. TOLL FREE 
800-892-0123 

NOTE: JULIE will not locate underground wiring that is be¬ 
yond the CBEC meter. Consult theYellow Pages — Electrical 
Contractors for this service. 
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Fire safety facts from George Alarm Company 
When dealing with a fire, remember these im¬ 

portant pointers: 
• Smoke is black. Smoke is so thick and dark that 
you can hardly see the flames. You may feel lost 
and disoriented in the thick smoke that accompa¬ 
nies fire, even in your own bedroom. You must know 
how to escape your home in the dark. 
■ The heat is intense. At knee height, the tempera¬ 
ture in a fire may be about 90°. At shoulder height, 
a burning fire can be as hot as 690°. In escaping, 
always remember to stay as close to the floor as 
possible in a crawling position. 
• Gather the children and any disabled persons 
that are in your home and get out. Do not waste 
time calling the fire department. You can do this 
after you are out. 

Prearrange a meeting place. This should be a 
place safely away from your home where all mem¬ 
bers of your family know to go immediately after 
escaping. 

Don’t go back into burning home for a material 
object - only to save a life providing you are certain 
there is someone inside. If at all possible, pull the 
door closed behind you upon escaping to hamper 

Postdated checks 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative cannot accept 

postdated checks to be held and deposited at some 
later date. 

The large number of payments handled on a 
daily basis makes it impractical to give special 
handling to certain payments. Also, following spe¬ 
cial handling instructions for certain payments 
involves additional expense. 

Moreover, our auditors recommend that all 
payments be deposited promptly. 

Please do not send postdated checks to your 
cooperative. All checks are deposited immediately 
on the same day received, and if a check is re¬ 
turned by a bank due to being postdated or due 
to insufficient funds, there normally is a $10 ad¬ 
ditional charge passed on to the member. Your 
payment to take care of the re¬ 
turned check and additional 
charges must then be made 
by means other than 
personal check. 

If you mail your pay¬ 
ment, please mail it early 
enough to be certain it will 
be in the office not later than the 5th of the month 
to take advantage of the net amount. 

the spread of the fire accelerated by a draft. 
• Do not try to fight the fire. Let the fire fighters 
do their job. Just get out of the way of danger. 

If you would like more information on fire safety 
and designing your own fire escape plan please call 
George Alarm Company today and we will send you 
a FREE copy of our fire safety booklet. This booklet 
was produced in coordination with the International 
Association of Fire Chiefs and First Alert Profes¬ 
sional Security Systems. This booklet is offered as 
a public service by George Alarm Company. 

When you call, also ask about our special dis¬ 
counts exclusively for Corn Belt Electric Coopera¬ 
tive members. Discounts cover all security services 
including the new enhanced security systems with 
remote control operation. 

George Alarm Company 
309-827-5707 

In May. 1994. the board of directors of Corn Belt Electric Coop¬ 
erative (CBEC) selected George Alarm Company, as an indepen¬ 
dent contractor, to provide security services to our membership. 
George Alarm is not acting as an agent for CBEC. All matters 
pertaining to any security system purchased from George Alarm 
Company involves only George Alarm and the member. CBEC is 
not a part of the transaction and does not benefit in any way. 

7th annual 

Cash Prizes!!! 

Come One! Come All! Children of All Ages! 

A Slam Dunk A Free Throw A 
A, 3-Point Contests A 

Date: June 29th and 30th 
Place: The streets of downtown Bloomington 

Proceeds to benefit 
McLean County’s own 
Habitat for Humanity 

Entry forms at 
any First of America facility, 
or Bloomington and Normal 
Parks & Recreation Offices 
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ENERGY SAVING TIPS 

The chart will be of interest if you want to hold 
down your cost of air conditioning. The recom¬ 
mended thermostat setting is 78 degrees and the 
chart indicates the percentage increase or de¬ 
crease in operating costs above and below the 
recommended setting. 

Want to save even more money on your cool¬ 
ing costs? Phone the office and ask about our air 
conditioning SWITCH ‘N’ SAVE program that is 
designed to help the co-op limit the amount of 
very expensive electricity we have to buy on the 
hottest summer afternoons. 

The SWITCH portion of the program is a ra¬ 
dio-controlled switch we’ll install on the outside 
unit of your central air conditioner. The SAVE por¬ 
tion is the $50 of FREE electricity you receive for 
using the SWITCH. That could amount to 25-35 
percent of your total cooling costs! 

Here’s how the SWITCH works. On four or five 

days between June 
15 and Sept. 15 at 
about 3:00 p.m., 
our computer will 
send a radio signal 
to the switch. In 
turn, the SWITCH 
will order the com¬ 
pressor unit to op¬ 
erate for 8 minutes 
out of each 15 
minute period 
whenever the ther¬ 
mostat calls for cooling. When the thermostat is 
satisfied, the equipment shuts off normally. 

At about 6:00 p.m., as our Peak Demand Pe¬ 
riod subsides, the computer will send another 
radio signal to deactivate the SWITCH and it will 
remain idle until the co-op again faces another 
Peak Demand Period. 

All this takes place during weekdays only, not 
on holidays and weekends. Participants tell us 
they never knew we were controlling the outside 
unit because it never got warm in the house. 
Give us a call. 

Operating costs for cooling 

80° 11% less 

7ST 6% less 

7ET Recommended minimum setting 

IT 6% more 

7$ 12% more 

IS 18% more 

74” 25% more 

73“ \ 32% more 

1 7Z 39% more 

That’s 

the smart 

approach to 

power lines 

Now that the weather’s nicer, you’ll 
be out and about, fixing up your house 
or tending to the farm. Here’s smart 
advice. Some of your projects may put 
you on the roof, others may have you 
moving tall poles or machinery. Sure, 
you know the power lines are there, but 
they may be closer than you think. Just 
remember to duck. Put some distance 
between the lines and yourself. TV an¬ 
tennas, grain augers, pool-cleaning 
poles and other objects are deadly when 
they come in contact with electricity. 
Look up and keep down near power 
lines. Get your jobs done safely. 

Planning to plant? 
Aren’t we all? Spring is rejuvenation time. It’s 

in our nature to nurture. However, you would do 
well to heed the following suggestions: 

• Save yourself a world of bother. Before dig¬ 
ging call JULIE (800-892-0123) to have any un¬ 
derground utilities located and marked-power, 
telephone, cable, gas, water. Then dig with care. 
The utility lines may be 18 inches either side of 
the markings. 

• On the south and west sides of your home, 
plant those trees that shed their leaves in the fall. 
They’ll provide shade in the summer and let the 
sunlight through in the winter. 

• Overhead power lines? Call the office for 
a booklet that shows the correct trees 
to plant and the correct spacing from 
the lines. 

• Shade the outside unit of the air 
conditioner with a small tree or 
shrub. 

• Want to hide utility equipment 
from view? Call the office for a brochure 
describing recommended plantings and the required 
distances from our pad-mounted transformers. 

• Don’t hide the electric meter. Landscape with 
low-growing bushes. We have to be able to see it 
to read it. 

• Planning to prune a tree? Be extremely care¬ 
ful of the overhead power lines in it or near it. 
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Rural electric youth day 
A beautiful, sunny May 1 was the date of the 

annual Illinois Rural Electric Youth Day in Spring- 
field by proclamation of Governor Jim Edgar. More 
than 250 high school leaders from throughout the 
state gathered at the capitol building to meet with 
their respective district legislators and to learn 
about the legislative process. 

Three of our six Essay Contest scholarship 
winners, all children of our members, ably repre¬ 
sented the cooperative in conversations with Rep¬ 
resentative Bill Brady of Bloomington and 
Representative Duane Noland of Decatur. The leg¬ 
islature was in session that day but these two 
young elected officials found time to meet with 
our small group at their desks on the floor of the 
House. Mr. Noland was kind enough to explain 
the functioning of the House of Representatives 
and how votes are electronically cast and recorded. 
Mr. Brady demonstrated the use of the recently 
installed computer system the House members use 
these days to keep track of all the bills under con¬ 
sideration by the House. 

It’s amazing. For decades, during legislative 
sessions, the desks of House and Senate mem- 

Representative Bill Brady gestures as he describes 
the new computerized equipment now used in the 
House and Senate to: (l-r) Beth Nafziger of Olympia 
High School; Stephanie Snyder, Normal Community 
High School; Tom Moore, chaperone from Corn Belt 
Electric; and Ryan Ruwe, Maroa-Forsyth High 
School. Theresa Amoloza of Normal Community 
High, Heather Taylor of Leroy High and Derrick 
Baker of Lexington High were unable to attend. 

Representative N. Duane Noland pauses at the 
House rostrum after explaining the voting procedure 
to (l-r)Ryan Ruwe, Maroa-Forsyth High School; 
Stephanie Snyder, Normal Community High School; 
and Beth Nafziger of Olympia High School. 

bers have been covered with stacks of printed bills 
placed there for quick and easy reference during 
debates. That was not so quick and easy when 
most of the bills weighed 8-10 pounds. Now, the 
desks are bare, with only a small lap-top com¬ 
puter terminal upon them. The central computer 
stores the bills in memory and the legislators can 
use the lap-top to immediately have before them 
any or all of the printed material contained therein. 

After that exhilarating visit, it was off to the 
Supreme Court for an explanation of its makeup, 
its structure and its history from the Clerk of the 
Court. Each justice serves a 10-year term and each 
represents a distinctly defined district. In the his¬ 
tory of the state, many have been called to the 
U.S. Supreme Court but none have served. 

After lunch, the featured speaker was Katie 
Roley of Windsor, last year’s Illinois representa¬ 
tive to the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association’s Youth Consulting Board (YCB). Katie, 
an energetic and vivacious young lady, described 
her experiences, education, speaking engage¬ 
ments, travels and the fun she had as a member 
of the YCB. Katie represented Shelby Electric Co¬ 

operative on the Youth to Washington Tour last 
year and was elected by the group to the YCB by 

Continued on page 12b... 
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Continued from page 12a... 
the Illinois contingent. She related that the Youth 
to Washington Tour was the most memorable trip 
of her young life. 

After an afternoon spent touring various 
shrines and landmarks in Springfield, we wended 
our way home. The consensus was that it was a 

grand day, a valuable learning experience and well 
worth the time taken from classwork. The direc¬ 
tors and the staff of the co-op are impressed with 
the intelligence and the maturity of the partici¬ 
pants in the 1996 Essay Contest and thanks are 
conveyed to them, to their teachers, and, espe¬ 
cially, to their parents. 

Low voltage 
Sometime, no doubt, you’ll experience a low- 

voltage situation at your home. How will I know, 
you ask? Well, the lights will go dim and stay that 
way. Something is amiss on our distribution sys¬ 
tem. Usually it is nothing the co-op has any con¬ 
trol over but we do repair it. Under low-voltage 
conditions, the motors in your motor-driven ap¬ 
pliances may be damaged because they are not 
getting enough power to operate normally. 

If this situation should occur we strongly ad¬ 
vise you to immediately unplug or shut off those 
appliances that are motor driven. Many are listed 
in the ’’may damage” column below. Then call 
the office at 800-879-0339 to report the occur¬ 
rence. Do not attempt to use the appliances until 
the lights come back to full brilliance and remain 
so for at least 15 minutes. 

Low voltage 
Will not 
damage: 

Low voltage 
May 
damage: 

Lights 
Stoves 
Toasters 
Water 

Heaters 

Air Conditioners 
Dishwashers 
Clothes Washers 
Clothes Washers 
Refrigerators 
Clothes Dryers 
Computers 
Compactors 

Furnaces 
Pumps 
VCRs 
Disposers 
TVs 
Freezers 
Hair Dryers 

What if you’re not at home when this condi¬ 
tion occurs? Automatic protection is available. 
Many home centers stock a plug-in device called 
a motor controller into which an appliance is 
plugged. Some manufacturers build their control¬ 
ler to protect the motors against low-voltage 
brownouts and high voltage surges in addition to 
controlling the amount of electricity the motor uses 
under varying conditions. 

The protector continually monitors the volt¬ 
age on the circuit and, if a low-voltage situation 
occurs, it will automatically shut off the power to 
the appliance. The protector will not let the motor 
operate until some minutes after it senses that 
the voltage has returned to an acceptable level. It 
is recommended that all appliances and pieces of 
home-entertainment equipment have a plug-in 
surge protector, so the motor controller serves this 
function also. 

If you’re concerned about high-voltage surges 
coming into your home on the power lines and 
damaging the delicate electronics in your appli¬ 
ances and home-entertainment equipment, Corn 
Belt will install a Surge Sentry whole-house surge 
suppressor for only $145. Suppressors are also 
recommended for your telephone lines, cable TV 
and antenna leads. Lightning can come in on 
these veiy easily, too. 

~ — " — — 

Protect the delicate electronics 
in your appliances and home 

entertainment equipment from 
harmful voltage variations with 

a whole-house surge suppressor. 

Surge Sentry — only $145 
from Corn Belt Electric Cooperative 

NOTE: Surge Sentry protects against surges coming in on the power lines, not those on 
telephone or cable TV lines or antenna leads. Suppressors for these applications may be 
purchased at Sharps Electronics in Pekin (Ph 309-347-2864) or OPC INC in Bloomington (ph 309- 
662-4100) or Micro-Group in Bloomington (ph 309-664-2774) 
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‘ECOWATTS’ 
Electronic pasteurization of meat 

Physicist Mark Mills, energy 
consultant to federal agen¬ 
cies, has assigned the term 
“IZcowatts” to the energy used 
in efficient, environmentally 
friendly electric technologies 
that replace less efficient, fos¬ 
sil-fueled equipment to the 
benefit of the manufacturer, 
the end-user, the ecology and 
the environment. 

Recent incidents of human 
illness caused by undercooked 
meat served in fast-food restau¬ 
rants have raised public con¬ 
cerns about food contamination. 
Such “farm to fork” concerns 
over food safety have become the 
focus of a charge by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Food Safety and Inspection Ser¬ 
vice that ground-beef products 
found to contain E. coli bacteria 
should be considered adulter¬ 
ated and unmarketable. The 
FSIS estimates that human ill¬ 
ness caused by food contamina¬ 
tion costs the country $8 billion 

a year in lost productivity. Al¬ 
though the slaughtering indus¬ 
try has tried several techniques 
to reduce contamination, it has 
been virtually impossible to ren¬ 
der red or white meat microbe- 
free. 

Electronic pasteurization-- 
bombarding the meat with elec¬ 
tron beams--may be the most 
feasible way to destroy remain¬ 
ing pathogens. This technique 
has been approved for poultry 
and is expected to be approved 
for beef shortly. Unlike conven¬ 
tional heat pasteurization, the 
use of accelerated electrons does 
not alter the color, texture, or 
flavor of food. And unlike irradi¬ 
ating the meat with a nuclear 
source, such as cobalt 60, elec¬ 
tron-beam treatment does not 
involve negative public percep¬ 
tions. In addition, electronic 
pasteurization facilities could be 
built on either a large or a small 
scale and would entail simpler 
licensing procedures than those 
associated with radioactive ma¬ 

terials. 
The expanded use of the pro¬ 

cess is being addressed by re¬ 
searchers at Iowa State Uni¬ 
versity under sponsorship of the 
Electric Power Research Insti¬ 
tute. In particular, the scientists 
are considering pretreatment 
packaging alternatives and are 
attempting to determine optimal 
meat temperature and freshness 
at the time of pasteurization; 
they are also attempting to de¬ 
termine the maximum shelf life 
between irradiation and con¬ 
sumption. Other food preserva¬ 
tion techniques, such as 
high-pressure treatment and the 
use of pulsed electric fields, are 
also being evaluated. Work is 
currently under way at Washing¬ 
ton State University to examine 
the effects of these processes on 
the sensory and shelf-life at¬ 
tributes of food products. 

from March/April, ’96, 
Electric Power Research 

Institute Journal 

Safety and metal ladders 
If your activities this summer include clean¬ 

ing gutters, trimming trees, repairing the roof or 
any of the other odd jobs that require a ladder to 
perform, Watch Out! A metal ladder is an excel¬ 
lent conductor of electricity and will be danger¬ 
ous if you should get too close to power lines. 
Electricity is always looking for the easiest path 
to the earth and you and the ladder would be that 
path. 

To avoid accidents between you, the ladder, 
and overhead power lines: 

1. At all times be aware of the location of over¬ 
head power lines, especially those coming to the 
house. Assume all lines carry electricity and un¬ 
der the right conditions can seriously injure or 
kill anyone who touches the ladder that is touch¬ 
ing the line. 

2. If you must work near power lines, borrow 
a wooden or fiberglass ladder. 

3. Carry or move a ladder by holding it close 

to the ground so that you won’t touch an over¬ 
head line. 

4. Do not work near overhead lines on windy 
days. 

5. Make certain the ladder is firmly planted 
and won’t slip while you’re using it. 

6. If the ladder should fall into a power line, 
call the power supplier. They’ll send a lineman out 
to shut the power off on that circuit so the ladder 
can be recovered. Usually, there is no charge for 
the service. If, Heaven forbid, someone is electro¬ 
cuted by touching the ladder, do not try to pull 
them away from it with your hands. Use some¬ 
thing that will not conduct electricity. 

Office closed for Independence Day 
The Corn Belt Electric Cooperative office will 

be closed July 4. In the event of an 
electrical emergency, please phone 

800-879-0339 
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ENERGY SAVING TIPS 

Replace that old air 
conditioner now! 

Now that you’ve used the old air conditioner 
for a little while, you’ve discovered again that it 
doesn’t do its job efficiently, cheaply or well. You 
suspected it last summer, now you know it for 
certain. You may even have had the serviceman 
hint at the same thing. 

Whenever members call the office for advice 
on this topic, we tell them to replace it not with a 
common air conditioner but with a heat pump. 
Today’s heat pumps can lower your heating and 
cooling costs dramatically—30-40 per¬ 
cent! Some super-efficient 
pumps can produce $3 of heat 
for each $1 on your electric 
bill. 

As James Dulley says in 
his Cut Your Utility Bills news¬ 
paper column: “If you now 
have a propane or gas furnace, 
installing a new heat pump 
in place of an old central 
air conditioner can lower 
year-round utility bills. In 
mild weather, an electric heat pump can heat 
cheaper than an old furnace.” And with Corn Belt’s 
guaranteed, low 3.2 cent heating rate, that cost 
will be even cheaper. 

Here’s how: Our average wintertime tempera¬ 
ture is about 35 degrees. That means that most of 
the time the temperature is above that. A heat 
pump is most economical to operate down to about 

35 degrees. Oh, it’ll still provide adequate heating 
much lower than that, but the heat output per 
dollar input begins to taper off. So the heat pump 
provides heating for the home for most of the time. 
When the time is right, the controls shut off the 
heat pump and bring on the old furnace. The old 
furnace is now working at its highest efficiency 
and you are saving money on your heating bill 
because you are using less gas and you are buy¬ 
ing the electricity to power the heat pump at 1975 
prices. 

Heat pumps are phenomenally inexpensive to 
cool with because technology has made them 
smarter and more efficient. Manufacturers now 
produce one-speed, two-speed, and infinite-speed 
compressors and fans so they operate at just the 
level they need to provide your comfort. When more 
cooling is required, the need is sensed by the elec¬ 
tronics and the highspeed kicks in. Even the old 
industrial screw-compressor has been upgraded 

and improved and is being used 
in residential heat pumps. It’s 
called a scroll-compressor in 
this application. The more years 
it operates, the more worn it be¬ 
comes, the better it works and 

the quieter it operates. 
Every heating/cooling con¬ 

tractor carries a line of heat 
pumps. Ask for a price on re¬ 

placing your old air conditioner 
with a heat pump. Two things to 

be aware of: Heating Season Perfor¬ 
mance Factor for highest heating efficiency and 
the Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio for cooling 
efficiency. The higher the better. And ask the con¬ 
tractor to calculate your heating costs with the 
new machine coupled to your old furnace and 
using our 3.2 cent heating rate. 

Or call the office and ask for the Member Ser¬ 
vice Department. We’ll assist in any way we can. 

Report on major outages 
DATE 
April 15 

APPROX. TIME 
4:40 am-6:26 am 

April 19 8:15 am thru 
12:42am April 20 

April 19 8:20 pm-11:45 pm 

April 28 9:30 am-12:07 pm 

April 28 11:35 am-12:33 pm 

CAUSE AND AFFECTED SUBSTATION OR AREA 
A pole on the Illinois Power Co. transmission line feeding our Wapella and Maroa Sub¬ 
stations, and some of theirs also, burned in two and fell, causing the circuit breaker to 
trip. 
Tornado destroyed a tower on the Illinois Power Co. transmission line serving our 
Argenta, Deland and Fullerton Substations and many of theirs. Deland substation 
was our last one back in service at 12:42 am on the 20th 
Lightning struck the Danvers substation destroying a lightning arrestor and the ca¬ 
pacitor for the 3-phase circuit running south. Members south of Stagecoach Road 
were affected. 
Insulator failure on "B” phase of the line running south from Saybrook caused circuit 
breaker to trip. The defective insulator was detected, replaced and “B” phase put back 
in service by a little after noon. The other two phases were not affected. 
Equipment failure on “B” phase of the line running south from Deer Creek. The other 
two phases were not affected. 
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The Figures Don’t Lie! 
Figures from the U.S. Department of Energy and 

the U.S. Department of Agriculture on federal financ¬ 
ing of electric utilities (see the box below) show that 
electric co-ops receive the least amount of federal 
monetary assistance per consumer than either the 
investor-owned or municipal utilities. 

Electric Water 
Heaters 

Safer Than Gas 
According to a study by the National Fire Protec¬ 

tion Agency, heating water with electricity is seven 
times safer than heating with gas (manufactured 
natural gas). The agency found that gas water heat¬ 
ers cause seven times as many home fires as electric 
water heaters! 

Some additional reasons why you should have 
an electric water heater: 

• Electric water heaters can be placed virtually any¬ 
where because there is no need for a flue or a 
vent. 

• Electric water heaters do not create heat from 
burning something. There are no products of com¬ 
bustion, no danger of explosion from gas leaks, 
no threat of carbon monoxide poisoning, and in¬ 
door air quality is not compromised. 

• Electric water heaters do not require the pur¬ 
chase of carbon monoxide alarms. 

• Electric water heaters require less maintenance 
because there is no pilot light, no vent, no flue 
nor a heat exchanger that can corrode. 

• Electric water heaters have more insulation than 
most gas models because they can be insulated 
on all sides - including the top and the bottom. 

• Electric water heaters are more efficient than gas. 
The electric heating elements are in direct con¬ 
tact with the water so they are 100 percent effi¬ 
cient, while a gas water heater loses 40-60 percent 
of its heat up the flue. 

• Corn Belt Electric will give you up to $125 cash 
toward the purchase of an electric water heater. 

The assistance to co-ops is in the form of alower- 
than-market interest rate on loans. The bonds of 
municipal utilities are tax exempt. Investor-owned 
utilities keep the federal taxes they collect from their 
customers which amounts to interest-free loans. 

Federal Assistance To Electric 
Utilities 

RURAL ELECTRIC CO-OPS 
1. Number of systems 915 
2. Total RUS loans outstanding 
3. Annual cost to gov't 

$11,698,818,000 

(7.27% minus 4.40% RUS rate) $347,455,000 
4. Total customers 11,482,000 
5. Assistance per customer 
INVESTOR-OWNED SYSTEMS 

$30.26 

1. Number of systems 254 
2. Total retained taxes $76,607,781,000 
3. Annual cost to gov’t (at 7.37%) $5,645,993,000 
4. Total customers 87,560,000 
5. Assistance per customer 
MUNICIPAL (CITY-OWNED) SYSTEMS 

$64.48 

1. Number of systems 503* 
2. Tax-exempt bonds outstanding $77,480,231,000 
3. Total interest paid 
4. Annual cost to gov’t 

$4,440,943,000 

(24% tax rate times interest) $1,065,826,000 
5. Total customers 13,333,000 
6. Assistance per customer $79.94 

*503 out of 2,005 reported statistics to DOE 
SOURCE: U.S. DOE, USDA 

REPORTING AN OUTAGE 
Dial-local 309-662-5330 Toll-Free 800-879-0339 

WITHTOUCHTONE SERVICE 
When our outage system machine answers your phone call: 
1. Enter your area code and phone number 
using your touch pad 
2. Answer questions using touch pad 
3. Hang up 

WITHOUTTOUCHTONE SERVICE 
When our outage system machine answers your phone call: 
1. Listen to message 
2. Report outage by voice 

a. You have 20 seconds to record 
b. Tell your area code/phone number 
c. Tell of wire down, tree on line, etc. 
d. Hang up 
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Report on Major Outages 
Date Approx. Time 

May 18 4:00 p.m. - 
5:24 p.m. 

May 29 6:34 p.m. - 
7:12 p.m. 

June 3 6:15 a.m. - 
7:20 a.m. 

June 16 1:30 a.m. - 
5:00 a.m. 

June 19 12:40 p.m. - 
1:15 p.m. 

June 21 7:40 a.m.- 
8:35 a.m. 

Cause and Affected Substation or Area 

The air conditioning load from the sudden spurt of 90 degree temperature caused an 
overload on the circuit breakers in the north annex of the Normal Substation affecting 
2,050 members. The overload is a result of the additional load placed on this circuit to 
accommodate the temporary construction along Airport Road. 

A piece of equipment in an Illinois Power transmission substation incorrectly sensed a 
fault on the line that feeds our Belt Line Substation at Bunn Street overpass. The substa¬ 
tion was automatically shut off affecting more than 2300 members east, west, and south 
of Veterans Parkway including rural areas south and west of Bloomington. 

A car struck and broke a pole on Ireland Grove Road east of Towanda-Barnes Road that 
supports a three-phase circuit from the Holder Substation into Bloomington. Affected 
were the Old Farm Lakes and Colonial Meadows subdivisions and other individual mem¬ 
bers. The load was shifted to other substations while our line crews replaced the pole. 

A defective insulator on a three-phase pole at the corner of GE and Airport Roads caused 
the poletop to burn off, fall and trip the circuit breaker in the south annex of the Normal 
Substation. The airport, parts of Hawthorne Hills and Hawthorne II, and all members 
between GE Road and Route 9 were affected. The loan was shifted to various other sub¬ 
stations while repairs were being effected. 

A State of Illinois crew, while grading the ditch along Veterans Parkway, snagged and 
snapped a pole downguy which flew into and burned down the three-phase circuit serv¬ 
ing 918 members south and west of Bloomington. A line crew passing by at that moment 
saw the flash, dispatched themselves to the site and quickly repaired the damage. 

Outage on “A” phase out 
of our Tazewell Substation 
affected about 150 ac¬ 
counts. The Maintenance 
Foreman patrolled the 
line, found nothing amiss 
and reclosed the breaker 
at the substation. There 
was no indication of the 
cause. 

To Have Underground 
Cable Located 

CALL J.U.L.I.E. TOLL FREE 
800-892-0123 

NOTE: JULIE will not locate underground wiring that is 
beyond the CBEC meter. Consult theYellow Pages — Elec¬ 
trical Contractors for this service. 

Improved Power Quality in Buildings 
Am “active filter” designed to improve power quality 

in buildings by reducing excessive harmonic currents 
has been licensed by the Texas A & M University Sys¬ 
tem. Developed by A & M electrical engineers Prasad 
Enjeti and Ira J. Pi tel, the active harmonic cancellation 
system will be manufactured and distributed by Cur¬ 
rent Technology, Inc. of Dallas. Current manufactures 
and distributes electrical transient suppression filter 
systems and other power quality products. 

Computers, copiers, and other office automation 
equipment generate excessive harmonic currents. Har¬ 
monic currents have frequencies that are multiples of 
the basic frequency (60 Hertz) of the electric supply serv¬ 
ing the facility. Potential problems directly related to 
harmonic currents include transformer overheating, 
wiring failure, intermittent electrical noise and exces¬ 

sive neutral-to-ground voltage resulting in the malfunc¬ 
tion of electrical components. This is often the culprit 
behind the mysterious “glitches” that cause computers 
to produce unexpected errors. 

Enjeti and Pitel’s invention is an efficient, self- 
contained, modular device that protects electric 
distribution equipment, computers and other high- 
tech equipment from harmful electrical harmon¬ 
ics. Advantages of the system include continuous 
measurement and cancellation of excessive har¬ 
monics; more than 90 percent efficiency; adapta¬ 
tion to changing loads; and state-of-the-art 
semiconductor devices that make it compact, light¬ 
weight and low-cost. 
-from Illinois Electric Council Reuiew-April, 1996 
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The cutting edge 
of lawn mowing 

The number of cordless electric mowers on the 
market is proliferating. Just three years ago, only Black 
and Decker and Ryobi were manufacturing them. To¬ 
day, at least a half-dozen companies have introduced 
cordless electric mowers, and the number is rapidly 
increasing. Models out for this cutting season offer 
mulching and self-propulsion features. Some of the new 
entries into the market are MTD Corporation, 
Husqvarna, and good old Briggs & Stratton-the largest 
producer of air-cooled gasoline engines in the world. 

While all manufacturers use a single, sealed, lead- 
acid battery for motive power that is easily recharged 
by plugging into a 120 volt outlet, the Briggs and 
Stratton models come with two batteries. One can be 
used in the mower while the other is recharging. They 
are portable and easily lifted from the machine for ex¬ 
change. However, don’t expect to find a mower with the 
B & S brand on it. Keeping with tradition, the company 
will supply customized versions of them only to mower 
manufacturers for resale to consumers under that 
company’s label. 

Husqvarna, another company with a tradition in 
gasoline-powered equipment, introduced a cordless elec¬ 
tric mulching mower in 1994. It and a cordless electric 
trimmer are the company’s only battery-powered equip¬ 
ment. But that is likely to change, says the spokesman 
for the 304-year-old company. “We believe battery-pow¬ 

ered equipment is going to continue to grow in popu¬ 
larity, especially as Baby Boomers get older. Electrically 
powered equipment is easier to start, is quieter, costs 
less to operate, and has a lot of other advantages over 
gasoline.” 

Black & Decker’s manager of outdoor products is 
certain that with all the attention being placed on how 
much gas mowers pollute, the electric market is on the 
verge of exploding. 

And how they pollute! According to a recent nation¬ 
wide study of gas mower tailpipe emissions conducted 
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 
those typically used across the country emit 8 times 
more nitrogen oxides, 3,300 times more hydrocarbons, 
5,000 times more carbon monoxide, and more than twice 
the carbon dioxide per hour of operation than electrics, 
including the controlled emissions from generating 
plants. Even worse, the study did not consider emis¬ 
sions resulting from gasoline spills during refueling (es¬ 
timated by EPA at 17 million gallons each year--more 
than the amount of oil from the Exxon Valdez), emis¬ 
sions from leaky gaskets and other engine parts, emis¬ 
sions that are released after a hot engine is turned off, 
and the hydrocarbons continuously emitted by gas tanks 
through evaporation. The California Air Resources Board 
estimates that these four types of emissions combined 
may actually exceed the tailpipe emissions. 

It’s no wonder the EPA has introduced regulations 
to curb pollutants from this source. Beginning with 1997 
models, residential mowers, garden equipment and “gen¬ 
eral utility equipment” such as compressors, genera¬ 
tors and pumps will have to conform. 

There is definitely an electric cordless mower in your 
future. They are available right now at most home care 
centers and lawn equipment houses. Try one out—you’ll 
be impressed! 

Remember these safety rules when 
planting outdoor projects 

PLANTING? Call JULIE @ 800-892-0123 before 
you begin digging the dirt. They’ll locate and mark 
all the underground utilities so that you may dig 
with the assurance of not getting into trouble. 

TRIMMING? Contact Corn Belt Electric 
Cooperative’s office for advice before you begin to 
prune, trim or fell trees that are near overhead 
electric lines. 

PUTTING UP THE POOL? Never build or 
erect a swimming pool or other structures under 
an overhead power line. 

USING ELECTRIC TOOLS? Outdoor outlets 
should be weatherproof and protected by a Ground 
Fault Circuit Interrupter to protect the user from 
shock. Especially important when working out¬ 
doors. 

Protect the delicate 
electronics in your 

appliances and home 
entertainment 

equipment from harmful 
voltage variations with 
a whole-house surge 

suppressor. 

Surge Sentry 
— only $145 

from Corn Belt Electric Cooperative 

NOTE: Surge Sentry protects against surges com¬ 
ing in on the power lines, not those on telephone 
or cable TV lines or antenna leads. Suppressors 
for these applications may be purchased at 
Sharps Electronics in Pekin (Ph 309-347-2864) 
or OPC INC in Bloomington (Ph 662-4100) or Mi¬ 
cro-Group in Bloomington (Ph 664-2774) 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Why is my bill higher than 
my neighbors? 

It’s an age-old question that has as many an¬ 
swers as there are families. And, at this time of 
year, with air conditioners striving to keep us com¬ 
fortable and accounting for the bulk of the elec¬ 
tric bill, the answers multiply. 

For example: the neighbor may have a newer 
or a more efficient model air conditioner; they may 
keep the cooling system cleaner for higher effi¬ 
ciency; the ductwork in their home may have been 
more precisely and adequately sized; their service¬ 
man could be more meticulous in maintaining 
their equipment; their serviceman may have 
“tuned” their equipment last spring; conceivably, 
their builder was a better craftsman and built their 
home “tighter” to keep the “cool” in and “hot” out; 
maybe their children are trained to close the doors 
tightly when entering or leaving the house; possi¬ 
bly their air conditioning equipment is sized ex¬ 
actly to fit their home; it could be that their 
insulation contractor was more experienced in how 
to adequately do the job; perhaps the scuttle hole 
into their attic is sealed and insulated; they might 
have more insulation in the attic; maybe they have 
purposely shaded the outside unit of their air con¬ 
ditioner; it might be that they have trees shading 
the southern and western sides of the house; pos- 

TOO BAD YOU 
DON’T HAVE 

GEOTHERMAL 

You could be 
cooling your home for just 

about 1/2 what 
you're paying right now!! 

sibly they have fewer windows on the southern 
and western sides of the house; they could have 
an expansive overhang on the house for sun shield¬ 
ing and shading of the sides; maybe they have 
shrubbery planted around the foundation of the 
home to absorb some of the sun’s heat; it could 
be that they don’t set their thermostat as low; 
possibly, their cooking, cleaning and entertain¬ 
ment habits are different; conceivably, their 
ductwork is not leaking the conditioned air into 
spaces that are not to be conditioned; perhaps their 
air conditioner has exactly the right amount of 
gas in it; maybe they have volunteered for Corn 
Belt’s low-cost Rate 11 program or the A/C Switch 
‘n’ Save $50 program. 

You get the idea. The answers to a very simple 
question can be almost endless. We haven’t 
touched yet on the efficiency and cleanliness of 
the refrigerator, freezer and clothes dryer in a 
home. Nor have we explored the possibility of ill- 
fitting storm windows and failed gaskets around 
outside doors. We didn’t mention adequate attic 
ventilation or any number of other energy-saving 
maintenance chores that must be done to ensure 
lower utility bills. 

Life Support 
Registry 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative maintains a 
registry of members who are dependent upon elec¬ 
trically operated life-support equipment. Unless 
we are told, we have no way of knowing that your 
location should be listed. If someone in your home 
uses such equipment, send us a 
copy of a letter from the doctor 
and we’ll add your location to our 
Life-Support Member Registry. 

Should a power failure occur, 
a phone call to the office will alert 
us to the problem and we’ll re¬ 
store the service on a priority basis. However, you 
should plan to operate the equipment manually 
or with a generator during a service interruption 
until our crew can get the outage corrected. 

On the other hand, if you are listed in our 
Registry and no longer need to be, call the office 
so we can bring it up-to-date. 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Electronic Age news! 
For some time the cooperative has been 

experimenting with electronic funds trans¬ 
fer for paying monthly electric bills. The pro¬ 
gram is now available to all members at no 
cost. The transfer will occur on the 25th of 
every month. A member wishing to pay his/ 
her bill by this method need only complete a 
request form. Never again will you have to 
write a check to, or lick a stamp for, Corn 
Belt Electric. 

Credit/debit 
card news! 

Corn Belt Electric Coopera¬ 
tive is now accepting Visa, 
Mastercard and most ATM (debit) 
cards for electric bill payment. The 
credit cardholder will be charged 
the customary 2.60 percent service charge. 
There will be no charge for using a debit card. 

Winter Rate begins with September use 
The majority of our residential accounts are 

served under Residential Rate 1. Rate 1 has two 
separate schedules - one for summer and one for 
winter. The bills received by Rate 1 accounts in 
October and for the following nine months will be 
calculated on the winter schedule. The summer 
schedule is used for calculating the cost of us¬ 
ages in July and August billing periods only. 

The two-month Summer Rate 1 is a bit higher 
than the Winter and has been since 1970 when 
Congress enacted the Public Utilities Regulatory 
Policy Act (PURPA) encouraging state Commerce 
Commissions to set higher summer rates to more 
accurately reflect the higher cost of generating 
electricity in the summer. The higher costs come 
about because the oldest, most inefficient gener¬ 
ating plants must be used to meet the higher de¬ 
mand for electricity created, for the most part, by 

the air conditioning load. These older plants are 
mostly on standby during the non-summer 
months. 

The 10-month Winter Rate 1 
Facilities Charge per month $13.00 

First 600 kilowatt-hours 11.32C each 
Next 1200 kilowatt-hours 8.32<: each 
All kilowatt-hours over 1800 6.90<t: each 

The alternate — Rate 11 
Facilities Charge per month $13.00 

All kilowatt-hours year-round @ 5.75<t each 
Twenty-five-hundred residential accounts are 

now served under Interruptible Rate 11 and are 
paying only per kilowatt-hour year-round. 
We are accepting applications for Rate 11 to begin 
in 1997. 

REPORTING AN OUTAGE 
Dial-local 309-662-5330 Toll-Free 800-879-0339 

WITH TOUCH TONE SERVICE 
When our outage system machine answers your phone call: 
1. Enter your area code and phone number using your 

touch pad 
2. Answer questions using touch pad 
3. Hang up 

WITHOUT TOUCH TONE SERVICE 
When our outage system machine answers your phone call: 
1. Listen to message 
2. Report outage by voice 

a. You have 20 seconds to record 
b. Tell your area code/phone number 
c. Tell of wire down, tree on line, etc. 
d. Hang up 

OFFICE CLOSED LABOR DAY 
The Corn Belt Electric Cooperative office 

will be closed Monday, Sept. 2. 
In the event of an electrical emergency, 

please phone 800-879-0339. 

To Have Underground Cable Located 

CALL J.U.L.I.E. TOLL FREE 
800-892-0123 

NOTE: JULIE will not locate underground wiring that is 
beyond the CBEC meter. Consult the Yellow Pages — 

Electrical Contractors for this service. 
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Report on major outages 
DATE APPROX. TIME 
June3 6:15 am-7:20 am 

June 16 1:30 am-5:00 am 

June 19 12:40 pm-1:15 pm 

June 21 7:40 am-8:35 am 

June 23 2:52 pm-7:05 pm 

June 23 2:30 pm-7:53 pm 

June 24 12:35 am-3:45 am 

June 24 11:55 am-12:25 pm 

July 12 8:57 am-9:15 am 

July 14 2:00 pm-6:00 pm 

CAUSE AND AFFECTED SUBSTATION OR AREA 
A car struck and broke a pole on Ireland Grove Road east of Towanda-Barnes Road that sup¬ 
ports a three-phase circuit from the Holder Substation into Bloomington. Affected were the 
Old Farm Lakes and Colonial Meadows subdivisions and other individual members. The load 
was shifted to other substations while our line crew replaced the pole. 
A defective insulator on a three-phase pole at the corner of GE and Airport Roads caused the 
poletop to burn off, fall and trip the circuit breaker in the south annex of the Normal Substa¬ 
tion. The airport. Eagle Creek, parts of Hawthorne Hills and Hawthorne II, and all members 
between GE Road and Route 9 were affected. The load was shifted to various other substa¬ 
tions while repairs were being effected. 
A State of Illinois crew, while grading the ditch along Veterans Parkway, caught and snagged 
a pole downguy which flew into and burned down the three-phase circuit serving 918 mem¬ 
bers south and west of Bloomington. A line crew passing by at that moment saw the flash, 
dispatched themselves to the site and quickly repaired the damage. 
Outage on “A” phase of the three-phase circuit west out of our Tazewell Substation affected 
about 150 accounts. The Maintenance Foreman patrolled the line, found nothing amiss and 
reclosed the breaker at the substation. There was no indication of the cause. 
Wire on the Illinois Power transmission line serving our Parkside, Lilly and Goodfield Substa¬ 
tions (and many of theirs) fell from the tower and shut off the power to 1259 of our members. 
IP crews made repairs and service was restored by 7:05 pm 
Various outages for varying periods of time throughout the afternoon were the result of a 
strong local thunderstorm. Lightning caused damage to equipment in substations and wind 
downed distribution circuits. A total of 2300 members south and west of Bloomington were 
affected. 
A lightning strike on a pole carrying a three-phase circuit south from the Wapella Substation 
set it afire, toppled it and tripped the breaker at the substation. Power was restored from an¬ 
other source. The pole was replaced that morning. 
A lightning-induced fault in underground wiring at the Parkside Substation shut the substa¬ 
tion down. Power was restored from another source. The fault was repaired. 
A Freesen Construction crew operating a backhoe along Airport Road contacted the overhead 
three-phase line and tripped the breaker in the Normal Substation. The airport and 316 other 
members between GE Road and Route 9 were affected. 
Lightning strikes on the three-phase circuit south from the Danvers Substation burned-off 
the tops of two poles and tripped the breaker on “B” phase. Approximately 150 accounts were 
affected. Our line crews temporarily rearranged the pole-top equipment to restore power. The 
poles were replaced the following week. 

Why Corn Belt Electric is a whole lot better than most utilities 

"*• PERSONalized service. During business hours 
you’ll always talk to a human being who can ac¬ 
tually answer your questions. 
"*• Rate 11 — one of the lowest rates in the state. 
More than 16% cheaper than the average of the 
four investor-owned utilities. 

Air conditioning Switch ‘n’ Save program. 
Saves the member up to 40% on cooling costs. 

Cash rebate for the purchase of an electric wa¬ 
ter heater. 
«*• Water Heater Switch ‘n’ Save program. 
Saves $40 per year on water heating costs. 
"*• Surge Sentry high-voltage surge suppressor. 
First in the state to offer this valuable device. 

"*• Reverse Osmosis Water Filtration Systems 
for tasteless, odorless cooking/drinking water. 

A Guaranteed Whole-House Electric Heating 
Rate 10 — one of the lowest in the state and usu¬ 
ally cheaper to heat with than propane or gas! 
«► PERSONalized Service — No faceless, name¬ 
less employees here. The office is open to the pub¬ 
lic. 
"*• Visa/Mastercard & Debit Cards accepted for 
bill payment. 
"*■ Electronic Funds Transfer service offered. 
"*• Home and Business Security Systems avail¬ 
able. 

Corn Belt’s Reduced Rate 11 
is 16.5 % less that the average of the four major 

investor-owned electric utilities in Illinois! 
It’s only 5-3/4 C per kilowatt-hour. 

YEAR-ROUND!!! 
It's the alternate to Rate 1. 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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A special “Thank You” to those members: 
• who call the office to let us know when a 

power outage occurs and can tell us where 
the trouble is and the cause. 

• who graciously grant right-of-way for con¬ 
struction and maintenance of our lines. 

• who are careful with farm and construction 
equipment around our poles, downguys and 
overhead and underground wire. 

• who adhere to National Electric Code recom¬ 
mendations for clearances of buildings, bins, 

etc., to our overhead lines. 
• who use extreme care when cutting trees near 

our overhead lines. 
• who notify the office when moving so electric 

service can be transferred to the new owner 
or disconnected if no one will be using power. 

• who let us know when they spot split-top 
poles, broken downguys and insulators. 

• who protect our linemen by not nailing signs, 
fences, etc., to our poles. 

Electrical safety 
questions and answers 
1. What is the trend in deaths and injuries 

associated with electrical appliances and resi¬ 
dential electrical systems? 

According to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC), the trend of deaths by elec¬ 
trocution from consumer products is downward 
from 480 in 1981 to 250 in 1992 (the most recent 
years for which data are available). This consti¬ 
tutes a reduction of 48 percent. 

Estimated deaths from residential electrical fires 
run close to 700 annually and 6,790 injuries. In 
addition, CPSC estimates that several thousand 
injuries from electric shocks and burns occur 
annually. The consumer products involved in these 
deaths and injuries are the same kinds of electric 
appliances and wiring systems common to house¬ 
holds across the country. 

2. What electrical consumer item is associ¬ 
ated with the most injuries, fires and deaths? 

Each year, about 3,000 people are treated in 
hospital emergency rooms for injuries associated 
with electrical extension cords. It is estimated that 
electrical extensions and other electrical cords and 
plugs were involved in about 9,000 residential fires 
resulting in 100 deaths, or about 31 percent of all 
deaths in electrical distribution fires. By compari¬ 
son, lamps and light fixtures were involved in 
about 20 deaths and switches and outlets were 
involved in about 30 deaths. 

from National Electrical Safety Foundation 

Life Support Registry 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative maintains a reg¬ 

istry of members who are dependent upon electri¬ 
cally operated life-support equipment. Unless we 
are told, we have no way of knowing that your 
location should be listed. If someone in your home 
uses such equipment, send us a copy of a letter 
from the doctor and well add your location to our 
Life-Support Member Registry. 

Should a power failure occur, a phone call to 
the office will alert us to the problem and well 
restore service on a priority basis. However, you 
should plan to operate the equipment manually 
or with a generator during a service interruption 
until our crews can get the outage corrected. 

On the other hand, if you are listed in our Reg¬ 
istry and no longer need to be, call the office so 
we can bring it up to date. 

r —   

A Guide to 

Energy Efficient 

Construction Standards 

Free 
from 
Corn     
Belt Electric 
Cooperative 
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See How Mother Earth 
Helps Pay Energy Bills 

It's GE@-LOGICAL 
Seeing is believing. You're invited to see firsthand how geothermal heating and 

cooling systems deliver what you want and what our world needs - lower operating 
costs, cleanliness and a better environment. Geothermal systems harness the Earth's 
renewable, natural supply of free energy and use it for heating, cooling and domestic 
water heating. Savings can be from 30% to 60% on your heating, cooling and hot water 
heating bills. Corn Belt Electric Cooperative members who use geothermal averaged 
about 10 cents per square foot for heating their homes and their domestic hot water 
last winter - the harshest in 15 years. It's estimated that propane would have cost 
about 26 cents and natural gas about 16 cents per square foot for heating only! And 
geothermal cools their homes for about 1/2 the cost of common air conditioners. 

Follow the signs to see a waterFurnace system in operation. 
You’ll become a believer in the benefits of geothermal. 

Location: Lakeview Estates 
Date: Wednesday, September 11th 
Time: 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Marina 

Clinton 
Lake 2V4 miles- 

Lakeview 
Estates 

Rt 10 

◄-To Clinton 

6 Vi miles 

To Weldon- 

2 miles 

Sponsored by 
Comfort Heating and Cooling 

Gibson City 
Phone 217-784-4422 

Corn Belt Electric 
Cooperative Inc. 
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CBEC is a PureWater distributor 
After hearing less-than-glowing reports from 

state and federal agencies concerning the quality 
of water supplies in central Illinois, our board of 
directors decided Corn Belt should offer a solu¬ 
tion to the problem. They have chosen to offer a 
reverse osmosis water filtration system that pro¬ 
duces pure, odorless cooking and drinking water. 
Corn Belt Electric has the distribution rights for 
PureWater in the following counties: McLean, 
Woodford, Tazewell, Livingston, Logan, DeWitt, 
Macon, Piatt, Ford and Champaign. 

The brand name of the equipment is 
PureWater. We are selling PureWater for $600 plus 
tax-decidedly less than comparable units. A home- 
owner can easily install the unit or we’ll have it 
installed for an additional $85. Typically, the sys¬ 
tem would be placed in the cabinet under the 
kitchen sink. But it can be put almost anywhere 
there is a cold water supply pipe since 1/4-inch 
plastic tubing is used to connect the filter to the 
faucet on the sink. 

PureWater is a four-stage reverse osmosis 
water purification system. Reverse osmosis is an 
old concept that for decades had been used exclu¬ 
sively in laboratories. Some years ago the U.S. 
Navy adopted the process for use aboard ships at 

sea to provide fresh water from seawater. It has 
gained in popularity ever since. The reverse os¬ 
mosis filter medium is a many-layered membrane 
that allows only water molecules, but nothing else, 
to pass through. The material that is trapped by 
the membrane is continuously flushed from the 
membrane and washed down the drain .This helps 
to extend the life of the filter. The system has a 
three-gallon pressurized storage tank and can 
produce up to 25 gallons per day. 

If you are concerned about the water supply 
coming into your home and how it may affect the 
health of your family, you really should call our 
office and inquire about PureWater. Better yet, 
come to the office and sample the water from our 
PureWater system. 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative 
offers PureWater9 

A reverse osmosis water filtration system that 
will provide your family with pure, odorless 

cooking and drinking water 
only $600.00! 

plus tax and installation 

Call the office for details 

We have a new telephone system! 
Yes, we do and here’s why. The volume of the 

co-op’s daily incoming telephone calls has in¬ 
creased drastically in the last few years. In order 
to answer your calls more promptly and enable 
you to reach the individual you are calling imme¬ 
diately, we have initiated a new automated tele¬ 
phone system. When you call the office, you will 
be greeted by our automated attendant and you 
will be asked to enter the extension number of 
the person you wish to speak with. If you do not 
know the extension, a menu of options will be pro¬ 
vided. This menu is as follows: 

If you are reporting power outage Press 1 
If you are moving or have a billing question Press 2 
If you would like to speak with 

the engineering department Press 3 
If you have questions about Rate 11 or to make 

payment arrangements Press 4 
If you would like the purchasing department Press 5 
If you would like the construction department Press 6 
Of course, you can always reach the operator by holding on 
or pressing zero at any time. 

After business hours, the menu changes slightly 
as follows: 

If you are reporting a power outage  Press 1 
For outage updates  Press *400 (Star400) 
If you are disconnected  Press 3 
For all other departments  Press 4 

You will then be asked to pick the department 
for whom you wish to leave a message. Again, you 
may hold on the line and leave a message and we 
will see that the right person gets it. 

Now, you may call the office 24 hours a day 
and be assured of being able to conduct your busi¬ 
ness just as speedily as before—or even more so. 
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Eric Trachsel Troy Nussbaum 

4-H electrical exhibitors do well in fair competitions 
The 4-H motto—To Make the Best Better—was 

lived up to in a big way at the 1996 McLean County 

Fair, the last one at the old fairgrounds. We are 

very proud of the quality and the quantity of the 

work put forth by these young men and women. 

Our hearty congratulations to Eric Trachsel 

of the Chenoa Space Age Pioneers 4-H Club, the 

winner of the Outstanding Electrical Exhibitor 

award for his Outdoor Utility Lamp and rebuilt 

Shop Air Circulator, Troy Nussbaum of the 

Bloomington Silver Let’s Go Ag 4-H Club was 

awarded the Outstanding Electrical Exhibit tro¬ 

phy for his meticulously hand-built electric mo¬ 

tor that started every time the switch was thrown 

without any coaxing handspin. 

Joining Eric and Troy at the State Fair com¬ 

petition were Brett Backlund-Heyworth County 

Capri; Matthew Neuhaus-Stanford Silver Stars; 

Brian Vercler-Space Age Pioneers; Amy Laesch- 

Towanda 4-H; and Katy Ofenloch-Bloomington 

Humdingers. All won the Award of Excellence. Eric, 

Troy, Katy and Amy were awarded superior rib¬ 

bons as well. We’re proud of you! 

A very special thanks to all the 4-H Leaders in 

the county who take their time to meet with and 

to guide these fine young students toward a pro¬ 

ductive adulthood. The parents of the children also 

deserve our applause for encouraging their chil¬ 

dren to take on the responsibility of 4-H in addi¬ 

tion to their school work. 

TO REPORT AN OUTAGE 
Dial-local 309-662-5330 Toll-free 800-879-0339 

WITH TOUCHTONE SERVICE 
Our answering machine will tell you to press “ 1" to get into 
the outage reporting system. Then follow instructions. 
1. Enter your area code and phone number using your touch 

pad. 
2. Answer questions using touch pad. 
3. Hang up. 

WITHOUT TOUCHTONE SERVICE 
Your call will be answered by our new telephone system. If 
you will hold or wait, you will be put into VOICE MAIL. 
1. Tell your Name and Map Number and Telephone 

Number. 
2. Tell of wire down, tree on line, etc. 
3. Hang up. 

pifl When you replace an appliance, be 
sure the new one has a battery 
backup for the digtital clock!!! That 

way, you won't have to reset it after a split-sec¬ 
ond interruption in the electric supply 

To Have Underground 
Cable Located 

CALL J.U.L.I.E. TOLL FREE 
800-892-0123 
NOTE: JULIE will not locate underground wiring that is be¬ 
yond the CBEC meter. Consult the Yellow Pages — Electrical 
Contractors for this service. 
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The training 
never stops 

The personnel in our Con¬ 
struction and Maintenance De¬ 
partment work every day with 
high voltages that can cruelly 
burn or kill in an instant of care¬ 
lessness or inattentiveness. 
Here, they are practicing how to 
remove a fellow worker from a 
bucket who has contacted a high 
voltage source, has lost con¬ 
sciousness and has collapsed 
into the bucket. In this practice 
they used a mannequin weigh¬ 
ing 120 pounds. Alan Pinkstaff, 
safety instructor from the Asso¬ 
ciation of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives, Springfield, conducted 
the demonstration for CBEC’s 
linemen and foremen. 

Clockwise from top: Pinkstaff 
explains the two methods to use 
to remove an unconscious 
victim from a bucket. Jim 
Buggar, underground foreman, 
removes the mannequin that is 
facing away fron? him. Standing 
on the step of the bucket, he 
firmly grasps the mannequin’s 

safety harness at the shoulders 
and simply falls backwards off 
the step, allowing his weight 
and the momentum of the fall to 
drag the victim from the bucket 
to the ground. CPR can then be 
administered. Jerry Daugherty, 
journeyman lineman, uses the 
technique designed to remove a 

victim who is facing the rescuer. 
This is a 3-step procedure. First, 
Jerry stands atop the bucket 
and hoists the victim’s upper 
body over the edge. He must 
then dismount to arrange the 
victim’s legs to ease the exit. 
Step 3 is to lower the body to 
the ground to administer CPR. 

be cooperative 

Do not plant, stack or 
build anything within 

8 feet of the front or 4 

feet of the sides and 

back of a pad-mounted 

transformer. 

V 
CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Doug Rye, often known as the King of Caulk 
and Talk, is a national energy architect. Rye spent 
23 years as the state architect for Arkansas where 
he focused on energy efficient design and construc¬ 
tion. Today, Rye is the owner of Ryenovators, a 
company designed to train builders and contrac¬ 
tors on the basics of constructing “the most com¬ 
fortable home in the neighborhood with the lowest 
utility bills. ” 

The three most important things to remember 
for lowering your utility costs and creating a more 
comfortable house are: 1. air infiltration; 2. air 
infiltration; and 3. (you guessed it) air infiltration. 
If you were to add up all of the cracks, crevices 
and gaps that air can get through and in to your 
home, it’s like having a door open all year long. 
Age of the structure has no bearing on the num¬ 
ber of these openings. Newer homes are just as 
open as older homes. Maybe more. Close the door! 

When in doubt, caulk it! Use high quality sili¬ 
cone caulk around doors, windows and other 
places where building materials meet or are con¬ 

>rn Belt Electric Cooperative, Inc. G 

,NERGY^AVING 
nected. 

Eliminate moisture problems. If you have a 
crawl space under your home, roll out thick sheets 
of plastic across the dirt. In your attic make sure 
there is adequate ventilation to let moisture es¬ 
cape. When moisture builds up in your basement 
or your attic, it can destroy the effectiveness of 
your insulation. 

Duct leakage is a major problem in almost 
every home. Flex duct should be replaced with 
hard metal duct. All duct work should be sealed 
with a mastic paste and insulated. Duct tape 
should really be known as “temporary tape” be¬ 
cause it does not permanently seal duct work. 

In the summer, the temperature in an attic 
can reach 140°. Get the duct work out of there! 
This may not be practical in an older home, but if 
you’re building a new home insist that the ducts 
are placed in conditioned space, the basement or 
the crawl space. 

Like to get some more of Doug Rye’s common 
sense advice on making your home the most com¬ 
fortable in the neighborhood? Call the Member 
Services Department. We’ll loan you a videotape 
of Doug’s entire 90-minute presentation. 

Plug into electrical safety 
The National Electrical Safety Foundation 

(NESF) recommends the following tips to “child¬ 
proof’ or “pet-proof’ an area: 

• Put safety covers on all wall outlets. Avoid 
ornamental safety caps that may tempt a child to 
play with wall outlets. 

• Use extension cords on a temporaiy basis 
only. They are not safe as permanent household 
wiring. Make sure the cord is not wrapped around 
itself or another object. Be sure the cord you have 
selected meets the intended use and check the 
electrical rating on both the appliance and the ex¬ 
tension cord. Do not plug one extension cord into 
another. 

• Keep all electrical cords out of reach and out 
of sight to avoid children or pets from pulling ap¬ 
pliances off tables or counters. 

• Never leave lamp sockets empty, always re¬ 
place burned-out bulbs immediately. 

Protect the delicate 
electronics in your 
appliances and home 
entertainment 
equipment from harmful 
voltage variations with 
a whole-house surge 
suppressor. 

Sentry — 
only $145 

from Corn Belt Electric Cooperative 

NOTE: Surge Sentry protects against surges com¬ 
ing in on the power lines, not those on telephone 
or cable TV lines or antenna leads. Suppressors 
for these applications may be purchased at 
Sharps Electronics in Pekin (Ph 309-347-2864) 
or OPC INC in Bloomington (Ph 662-4100) or Mi¬ 
cro-Group in Bloomington (Ph 664-2774) 

Surge 

Report on major outages 
Date Approx. Time 
July 30 4:10am-6:45am 

Cause and Affected substation or area 
A lightning strike on the Beltline Substation tripped the breaker on the three-phase circuit 
serving 950 members south and west of Bloomington. The line was patrolled, nothing was 
found amiss and the circuit breaker was reset. 
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You deserve PureWater 

Yes, every house within the ten-county ser¬ 
vice territory of Corn Belt Electric not only de¬ 
serves pure water but most assuredly needs 
PureWater. PureWater is the brand name of the 
in-house water filtration system for cooking and 
drinking water that Corn Belt is now offering 
homeowners within our service area. You do not 
have to be a member of our cooperative to enjoy 
and benefit from PureWater. 

PureWater is a reverse osmosis system that 
filters water through a sediment filter, a charcoal 
briquette filter, a reverse osmosis filter and then a 
“polishing” charcoal filter to give your family the 
purest, cleanest water possible short of a distilla¬ 
tion process. Because the reverse osmosis filter 
cleans water molecule by molecule, a very slow 
and exacting method, a pressurized 3-gallon stor¬ 
age tank is provided so that you will never be out 
of pure water. Depending on water pressure and 
the condition of the “raw” water being used, 
PureWater will produce up to 25 gallons per day. 

Connected to your icemaker, PureWater will 
make the cleanest, clearest, most sparkling ice 
cubes you’ve ever taken from your freezer. Another 

Credit/debit card news! 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative is now ac¬ 

cepting Visa, MasterCard and most ATM 
(debit) cards for electric bill payment. The 
credit cardholder will be charged the custom¬ 
ary 2.60 percent service charge. There will 
be no charge for using a debit card. 

use for PureWater-do you have to occasionally 
remove the caked-on calcium and magnesium salt 
residue from your humidifer and the transfer 
medium? You won’t if you feed it PureWater. 

Interested in providing pure water for your 
family? Call Corn Belt Electric for details on 
PureWater. Only $600 and only from Corn Belt 
Electric. Purchase a PureWater system in Novem¬ 
ber and we’ll install it-FREE-an $85 savings!! Visa 
and MasterCard accepted. 

Electronic Age News! 
For some time the cooperative has been 

experimenting with electronic funds trans¬ 
fer for paying monthly electric bills. The pro¬ 
gram is now available to all members at no 
cost. The transfer will occur on the 25th of 
every month. A member wishing to pay his/ 
her bill by this method need only complete a 
request form. Never again will you have to 
write a check to, or lick a stamp for. Corn 
Belt Electric. 
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Blinks, blinks, blinks 
Our area maintenance foremen sometimes 

have the most interesting times trying to find the 
cause of problems on a circuit. The cause of a 
total outage are usually pretty easy to determine 
because the power will be off to perhaps half the 
members downstream from a breaker or fuse lo¬ 
cation or the total circuit will be dead from the 
substation on. After some patrolling the cause of¬ 
ten is apparent, the repair can be quickly accom¬ 
plished and the line reenergized. 

Blinks however, can be a whole different 
ballgame. A blink is an outage, but only for a split- 
second. Blinks can be infuriating to the members 
who experience them and they are downright frus¬ 
trating to the maintenance foreman faced with the 
task of finding the cause and correcting it. Keep 
in mind, not one soul at Corn Belt Electric Coop¬ 
erative likes outages-not the board of directors, 
not the management, not the office staff and defi¬ 
nitely and certainly not the members of the Con¬ 
struction and Maintenance Department-the 
linemen. 

The pictures at right represent the ultimate in 
detective work to determine the “why” of blinks 
on two different circuits within our system. 

The top picture shows a pole-mount trans¬ 
former from a different perspective-the top. The 
maintenance foreman has his two fingers under 
the “gap” between the terminal (above) for the wire 
that carries 7,200 volt electricity from the primary 
line into the transformer and the lead to the light¬ 
ning arrestor mounted on the side of the trans¬ 
former. The arrestor is connected to a ground wire 
that will lead the lightning into the earth. Light¬ 
ning struck the transformer and melted a brass 
fitting enough to splatter some small, bright brass 
droplets on the high-voltage terminal (at the pen¬ 
cil point). The lightning jumped the gap to the ar¬ 
restor and the transformer was still functioning. 
However, birds landing on the arrestor lead would 
peck at the bright spots on the terminal complet¬ 
ing a high-voltage circuit to ground and electro¬ 
cuting themselves. The complaining members had 
counted eight blinks. The maintenance foreman 
counted eight dead birds at the base of the pole. 

The picture on the bottom shows another light- 

We don’t like to brag, but... 
Corn Belt’s Rate 11 is 16.5 percent less 

than the average of the four major investor- 
owned electric utilities in Illinois! 

It’s only 5-3/4 cents per kilowatt-hour 
We’re taking applications now for 1997 

ning arrestor from a substation that took a bolt of 
lightning during a nighttime storm. The missing 
piece of porcelain was blown out of the arrestor 
by the sudden surge of lightning-produced high- 
voltage. After patrolling the circuit in the middle 
of the night and finding nothing amiss, the line 
crew returned to the substation, replaced the 
blown fuse and energized the circuit. The next 
morning the members served from that circuit 
began calling to report blinks. The maintenance 
foreman began a more thorough search of the cir¬ 
cuit ending at the substation and finally discov¬ 
ered and replaced the defective arrestor. 

These are two of many instances of “looking 
for a needle in the haystack” by our line person¬ 
nel that require patience, intuition, persistence 
and experience. No wonder they have a little gray 
hair. 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Scholarships for high school seniors 
The directors of the Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 

tives Memorial Scholarship Fund have announced 

the availability of two $1,000 scholarships to high 

school seniors graduating next spring. 

One scholarship will be awarded to the child 

of a member/consumer of an Illinois electric co¬ 

operative and one to the child of an employee/ 

director of an Illinois electric cooperative. The 

scholarship must be used for educational costs. 

The student must enter college within a year from 

the time the scholarship is issued and must be 

enrolled in a full-time (at least 12 hours) under¬ 

graduate course of study at an accredited, two- 

year or four-year college, university, or vocational/ 

technical school in Illinois. 

Northern Illinois University’s Scholarship Se¬ 

lection Committee will select the scholarship win¬ 

ners. NIU also administers the Fund. 

Interested seniors (or their parents) may call 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative at 309-662-5330 

or 800-879-0339 extension 222 to obtain the ap¬ 

plication material. The application should be re¬ 

turned to Corn Belt Electric Cooperative no later 

than January, 1, 1997. 

Electric best 
all-around 

According to the 

National Fire Protection 

Association, gas water 

heaters cause almost 

seven times as many 

home fires each year as 

electric. 

For efficiency, reli¬ 

ability and safety, elec¬ 

tricity is always your 

best choice. 

Need a new 
water heater? 

We’ll help you buy an electric water heater 

with up to $125 in cash! 

After we install a free, radio-controlled 

water heater switch 

Switch (n’ Save Money! 
Use our free, radio-controlled water heater 

switch and receive $40 in credit on your 

electric bill. 

Call the Member Services Department 

for more details 

Phone 309-662-5330 or 

800-879-0339 extension 253 

NOVEMBER STH 

Office closed 
The Corn Belt Electric Cooperative office will 

be closed Thursday and Friday, Nov. 28 and 

29. In the event of an electrical emergency, 

please phone 800-879-0339 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Doug Rye, often known as the King of Caulk and Talk, 
is a national energy architect. Rye spent 23 years as 
the state architect for Arkansas where he focused on 
energy efficient design and construction. Today, Rye is 
the owner of Ryenovators, a company designed to train 
builders and contractors on the basics of constructing 
“the most comfortable home in the neighborhood with 
the lowest utility bills.” Following are some comments 
Doug made during a seminar last spring. 

I prefer wet-blown cellulose insulation. I’ve used it 
thousands of times and I believe it performs better than 
other insulation materials. Cellulose forms an airtight 
barrier. It is soundproof and roach-proof. In existing 
homes it can be sprayed directly over fiberglass insula¬ 
tion in the attic. 

If you have an electric water heater, wrap it with a 
water heater jacket. If the water heater rests on a con¬ 
crete slab, place a 2-inch thick insulation board un¬ 
derneath it. There’s no need for your water heater to 

heat your slab. 
If you’re building a new house or remodeling, choose 

insulated windows with low-e glass. Windows are won¬ 
derful to look through, but they can really increase your 
energy bills. Also, the glassed area of your exterior 
should not exceed 10 to 15 percent of the exterior walls. 

A Geothermal System is 400 percent more energy 
efficient than traditional furnaces or air conditioners 
and can save you up to 50 percent on your annual heat¬ 
ing and cooling costs. Plus, a Geothermal System can 
provide you with free hot water throughout the heating 
and cooling seasons. These systems have low mainte¬ 
nance, and no noisy outdoor unit. 

Most people, even new home owners, have the least 
efficient heating and air conditioning equipment allowed 
under federal law. What a shame. In fact, most gas fur¬ 
naces are usually only 80 percent efficient. I recom¬ 
mend heat pumps since they are much more efficient 
than furnaces. At a minimum, buy heat pumps and air 
conditioners with a 12 SEER rating or above. 

Like to get some more of Doug Rye’s common sense 
advice on making your home the most comfortable in 
the neighborhood? Call the Member Services Depart¬ 
ment. We’ll loan you a videotape of Doug’s entire 90- 
minute presentation. 

Coping with a winter outage 
A power outage in the wintertime can be miserable. 

It’s almost always dark, always cold, always dismal. You 
don’t like them. We don’t like them either. However, here 
on the prairie, they’ll always be with us. 

But with a little planning, the duration of an out¬ 
age need not be a disaster. You can be relatively cozy if 
some planning is done and a few precautions are taken. 

For warmth 
1. Several layers of lightweight clothing will keep a 

body warmer than one heavy piece. 
2. A backup heater is ideal, but use it wisely. Make 

sure ventilation is adequate. Refill the tank outdoors. 

For light 
1. Have a stock of the correct size flashlight batter¬ 

ies on hand. 
2. For safety, place lighted candles in containers 

such as empty coffee cans. 
3. Have extra lantern fuel on hand and refill the 

lantern outdoors. 

For food 
1. Have a stock of food on hand that doesn’t require 

refrigeration. 
2. Be sure to have a hand-operated can opener avail¬ 

able. 
3. Water can be stored in plastic milk jugs. 
4. Use throw-away plates, tableware, etc. 

During an extended outage 
1. Shut off the water supply and the electricity to 

the pump (if you have a pump) and drain the system. 
Pour antifreeze into the plumbing fixtures in the bath¬ 
room and the kitchen. 

2. Have the following on hand-a windup alarm clock, 
a battery-powered radio, and extra blankets or sleeping 
bags. 

Prepare as if every winter outage will be a long one 
and you’ll not be caught short of creature comforts. You 
can be confident that our employees will work around 
the clock to restore service to all members as quickly as 
possible. 

TO REPORT AN OUTAGE 
Dial-local 309-662-5330 Toll-free 800-879-0339 

WITH TOUCHTONE SERVICE 
Our answering machine will tell you to press “ 1 ’’ to get into 
the outage reporting system. Then follow instructions. 
1. Enter your area code and phone number using your touch 

pad. 
2. Answer questions using touch pad. 
3. Hang up. 

WITHOUT TOUCHTONE SERVICE 
Your call will be answered by our new telephone system. If 
you will hold or wait, you will be put into VOICE MAIL. 
1. Tell your Name and Map Number and Telephone 

Number. 
2. Tell of wire down, tree on line, etc. 
3. Hang up. 
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Soyland completes debt buy out. 
Rate relief coming! 

Soyland Power Cooperative has achieved a 
major breakthrough in its long struggle to restruc¬ 
ture its debt and lower the cost of wholesale power 
for its 21 distribution cooperative members, includ¬ 
ing Com Belt Electric Cooperative. This eventu¬ 
ally will result in lower retail rates for Com Belt 
members 

Joe Firlit, Soyland president and CEO, said the 
power cooperative has bought out its nearly $1.2 
billion debt with the Rural Utilities Service (RUS) 
for a one-time payment of $235 million. The debt 
buy out was financed by the National Rural Utili¬ 
ties Cooperative Finance Corporation. The financ¬ 
ing package and debt buy out was completed in 
mid-September. 

At the same time, Soyland and Illinova, the 
parent company of Illinois Power, announced a pre¬ 
liminary agreement that says a subsidiary of 
Illinova will acquire Soyland’s part ownership of 
the nuclear Clinton Power Station in exchange for 
a minimum 10-year contract to supply Soyland’s 
bulk power needs. Details of the Soyland-Illinova 
agreements will be worked out over the next few 
months, Firlit said. 

Firlit credits the support of Congressman Dick 
Durbin and other members of the Illinois congressional 
delegation for breaking a deadlock in Soyland-RUS ne¬ 
gotiations. “We were basically at a standstill in our 
RUS negotiations when our congressional leaders went 
to Springfield to convene a meeting of RUS officials 
with the Soyland negotiating team,” Firlit explained. 
Attending the meeting besides Rep. Durbin were repre¬ 
sentatives of U.S. Senators Paul Simon and Carol 
Moseley-Braun, along with representatives of U.S. Rep¬ 
resentatives Tom Ewing, Ray LaHood and Glenn 
Poshard. 

“We basically laid out our concerns that our 
extraordinarily high costs of debt service were 
hurting our member-cooperatives service areas 
and stifling economic development,” Firlit ex¬ 
plained. With some form of electric utility deregu¬ 
lation expected within a few years, he added, 
Soyland leaders made it clear the cooperative had 
to obtain some form of debt cost reduction. The 
Rural Utilities Service responded to Soyland’s con¬ 
cerns a short time later with the buy out proposal 
that met cooperative leaders’ goals. 

“Soyland has received a reduction in its debt 
load, the federal government received a substan¬ 
tial payment under the plan and our members can 
finally anticipate some rate relief,” said Jeff Reeves, 
General Manager and Executive Vice-President of 
Com Belt Electric Cooperative. 

Soyland’s debt load climbed rapidly in the late 
1970s and early 1980s after cooperative leaders 
decided to purchase a share of the nuclear Clin¬ 
ton Power Station. “That decision was made by good 
people with good intentions,” Reeves said. The RUS, 
then known as the Rural Electrification Adminis¬ 
tration (REA), encouraged Illinois cooperatives to 
join in the Clinton project as the lowest cost source 
of bulk power at a time when electricity use was 
climbing rapidly. “No one could have anticipated 
that the Clinton plant would cost 10 times the origi¬ 
nal estimates after the federal government and 
anti-nuclear activists began their attacks on 
nuclear projects within the electric utility indus¬ 
try,” Reeves commented. 

The result was Soyland saw its debt load climb 
to approximately $ 1 billion before the buy out. Clin¬ 
ton debt represented 96 percent of Soyland’s in¬ 
vestment costs while the plant provided only 17 
percent of its generation needs. That imbalance of 
investment cost to generation caused Soyland to 
have the highest wholesale electric rates of any 
generation-and-transmission cooperative in the 
nation. 

The Soyland-Illinova agreements are an impor¬ 
tant second step in Soyland’s long-term plan to 
reduce local cooperatives’ wholesale power costs. 
Those agreements call for Illinova or an unregu¬ 
lated subsidiary to acquire Soyland’s Clinton plant 
ownership. Illinova Power Marketing Inc. (IPMI) will 
provide Soyland with firm power requirements and 
energy needs. The power supply agreement is pro¬ 
posed to run for 10 years with an option to extend 
for another 10-year period. 

Firlit said many Illinois cooperative leaders 
contributed to the successful completion of nego¬ 
tiations with RUS and with Illinova. “Our negotiat¬ 
ing teams, our board of directors and the leadership 
of our Illinois congressional delegation all helped 
to make RUS understand our problems and to re¬ 
alize we had to have some debt relief,” Firlit said. 
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Festival 
; of Trees 
: Scottish Rite Temple 

Bloomington, Illinois, Dec. 4-8 

Unique trees, wreaths, centerpieces 
Gingerbread Village, gift shop, music, more! 

& Musical Memories & Festival of Trees 

Hours open to the public: 
Thursday, Dec. 5, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 6, 9 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 7, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 8, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 

General admission $4, 
available at door. 
Proceeds benefit 

The Baby Fold's children.  
Special Events Ticket Order Form 
  Opening Night, Dec. 4, $25 each 

Let’s Do Lunch, 
  Dec. 5. $10   Dec. 6, $10 

Brunch, Dec. 8, 
  adults $12   Children under 12. $5 

Rudolph’s Family Night! Dec. 6 
  Adults $4   children under 12 free 

Teddy Bear Parties, Dec. 7, children age 2-8, $6 
 11 a.m. 12:30 p.m. 2:00 p.m. 3:30 p.m. 
 Adult, $4  Family rate (up to 6 persons), $25 

Send information about: 
  Being a 1996 festival volunteer 
  Being a 1997 festival designer 

Name     

Address    

Daytime phone  

Make check payable to Festival of Trees. Return with 
stamped, self-addressed envelope to: The Baby Fold, 
108 E. Willow, Normal, IL 61761; (309)452-1170 

Corn Belt Electric Cooperative offers 

PureWater® 
A four-stage, reverse-osmosis water filtration sys¬ 

tem that will provide your family with pure, 
odorless cooking and drinking water. 

only $600 plus tax 
• Free installation if purchased 

in November 
An $85 savings! 

Pay for it with your 
ATM,Visa or MasterCard 

Electric water heaters 
Flameless, ventless, odorless, explosionless, si¬ 
lent, clean, maintenance free, safe, child-proof, 
low-priced, cheaper than gas on Rate 11, pro¬ 
duces no carbon monoxide, won’t set your house 
on fire— and we’ll help you buy one with up to 
$125 Cash! 

A $1,000 scholarship 
Applications are being accepted by the Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives Memorial Scholarship Fund 
for a $ 1,000 scholarship to be awarded to the child 
of a member of an Illinois electric cooperative. The 
candidate must graduate from high school in the 
spring of’97. The administrator of the fund, North¬ 
ern Illinois University’s scholarship selection com¬ 
mittee, will choose the winner. To obtain an 
application, call Corn Belt Electric Cooperative at 
309-662-5330 or 800-879-0339 extension 222. 

First Night seeking 
volunteers 

First Night Bloomington-Normal is a safe, whole¬ 
some, alcohol-free New Year’s Eve celebration pro¬ 
viding entertainment and fun for children and 
adults. First Night offers something for everyone- 
musical entertainment, theater, novelty acts, 
dancing, art displays, food and fun, fun, fun! 

At least 400 volunteers are needed to make 
the magic happen. For a two-hour commitment, 
volunteers receive free admission, free commemo¬ 
rative hats, food, beverages and half price on T- 
shirts. 

To receive a complete job listing, call the First 
Night Hotline at 309-829-4250 and ask for the vol¬ 
unteer information packet. Your efforts will ensure 
a quality event for the entire community. 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 

12b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ DECEMBER 1996 



Nominating committee appointed 
The board of directors of Com Belt Electric 

Cooperative is composed of 11 active members. The 
board represents the membership in the opera¬ 
tion of the organization. This year the terms of four 
directors expire. A nominating process begun in 
October will culminate in the election at the an¬ 
nual meeting of members who are willing to fill the 
vacancies. The annual meeting will be held at Nor¬ 
mal Community High School-West on Saturday, 
March 15, 1997. 

The procedure for choosing a director candi¬ 
date is spelled out in the BYLAWS of the coopera¬ 
tive. The following is a condensation of that 
procedure: 

At the October board meeting the board of 
directors will confirm a nominating committee 
made up of not more than 11 active members 
of the cooperative. The committee members will 
be listed in the December issue of the Illinois 
Country Living magazine by name and address. 
The committee will meet not later than 60 days 
prior to the annual meeting. 

Any member of the cooperative who is in¬ 
terested in being nominated to run for election 
to the board of directors should contact a nomi¬ 
nating committee member. The nominating 
committee can nominate no more than two in¬ 
dividuals for each expiring directorship. 

An active member of the cooperative also 
may be nominated for election to an expiring 
directorship by petition. Any 15 active mem¬ 
bers of the cooperative, by their petition, may 
propose the name of any qualified active mem¬ 

ber of the cooperative as an additional nomi¬ 
nee provided that said petition shall state the 
term of office to be filled by such nominee and 
such nominee shall only be deemed a candidate 
for the term so designated. No two directors 
may live in the same township. 

Nominating petitions must be filed at the 
cooperative’s office not later than 24 hours 
before the annual meeting. The election takes 
place at the annual meeting. No additional 
nominations shall be made from the floor. 

The terms of the following directors will expire 
at the March 15, 1997, annual meeting: Myron 
Erdman - District 1; Janice Reimer - District 1; Tho¬ 
mas Johns - District 2; Scott Baum - District 4. 

At the October 22 board meeting, the following 
active members were appointed to a nominating 
committee to select nominees for election to the 
four director positions: 
Melvin Schuler, 306 South Cherry, Lexington, 61753 
Alvin Lamar, RR 2, Bloomington, 61704 
Gary Moncelle, RR 2, Lexington, 61753 
Carl Hinthom, RR 9, Normal, 61761 
Leo Miller, RR 1 Box 16, Danvers, 61732 
Arlis Springer, RR 2, Delavan, 61734 
Ed Allen, 6877 Delavan Road, Delavan, 61734 
Richard Roggy, RO. Box 237A, Downs, 61736 
Terry Longman, R.R. 2 Box 185, El Paso, 61738 
Bob Haas, RR 4 Box 291, Clinton, 61727 
Stanton Malone, RR 1 Box 240A, Maroa, 61756 

The committee will meet on Dec. 16, 1996, at 
the Corn Belt Electric Cooperative office. Active 
members interested in more information pertain¬ 
ing to the nominating and petitioning processes 
can contact the cooperative office to obtain a copy 
of the current BYLAWS. 

Com Belt Electric Cooperative 
scholarship competition 

Our 38th annual Youth to Washington essay ners also receive the trips to Washington, 
contest is underway. Four-thousand dollars in D.C. Contestants must be juniors or seniors 
scholarships and two expense-paid trips to I / in one of the 30 high schools represented in 
Washington, D.C. await six lucky children of jR j our service territory and their parents must 
our cooperative members. Two scholarships JR / be members of Com Belt Electric Cooperative, 
worth $ 1,000 each will be awarded to the win- ri / Phone our office at 309-662-5330 or 800-879- 
ners. Four scholarships worth $500 each go to 0339 Extension 222 for the details of the con- 
the runners-up. The $1,000 scholarship win- test. 

DATE 

Sept. 10 

Report on major outages 
APPROX. CAUSE AND AFFECTED SUBSTATION OR AREA 
TIME 
4:45 p.m. A bird short-circuited the 69,000 volt receiving side of the Fullerton Substation 
-6:50 p.m. and blew all the fuses affecting 350 members. A crew and the maintenance 

foreman replaced the fuses and reenergized the substation by 6:50 p.m. 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Electrical safety 
devices you should 

know about 
What is a polarized plug? How does it work? A 

polarized plug is a plug with one large or wide prong 
and one narro w one. A polarized plug ensures that the 
plug is inserted into the outlet by properly aligning 
hot and neutral wires. This helps to prevent shock. 

What is a GFCI? Aground-fault-circuit-inter¬ 
rupter is a funny-looking electric outlet designed 
to protect consumers from serious injuries or even 
electrocution due to electric shock. They are usu¬ 
ally installed in kitchens and bathrooms because 
that is where electricity and water can mix. They’re 
not supposed to. GFCIs function very simply - they 
constantly monitor the electricity flowing in the 
circuit to detect a change in the amount of the 
current. If the electricity flowing in one direction 
in the circuit differs by a slight amount from that 
flowing in the other direction, the GFCI will shut 
off the current flow instantly. 

Source — National Electrical Sqfety Foundation 

Office closings 
The Com Belt Electric Cooperative 

office will be closed Nov. 28 and 29 
for Thanksgiving, Dec. 25 for Christ¬ 

mas, and Jan. 1. 

In the event of an electrical enter- = 

gency, please phone 

1-800-879-0339 

Buying someone a new 
appliance for Christmas? 

Make sure it has a battery backup for the 
digital clock. That way, that special someone 
won’t have to reset it after every little split- 
second interruption of the power supply. 

TO REPORT AN OUTAGE 
Dial-local 309-662-5330 Toll-free 800-879-0339 

WITH TOUCHTONE SERVICE 
Our answering machine will tell you to press “ 1” to get into the outage 
reporting system. Then follow instructions. 
1. Enteryour area code and phone number using your touch pad. 
2. Answer questions using touch pad. 
3. Hang up. 

WITHOUT TOUCHTONE SERVICE 
Your call will be answered by our new telephone system. If you will 
hold or wait, you will be put into VOICE MAIL. 
1. Tell your name, area code and phone number. 

Number. 
2. Tell of wire down, tree on line, etc. 
3. Hang up. 

to Loopercttive. , . 
icfric Cooperative, Inc. Corn Be 

ENERGY SAVING TIPS 
The major objection of many cooks to cooking 

electrically has always been the slowness of the 
response time from the standard electric elements 
that provide the heat. That objection is now moot 
with the introduction of electric induction ranges. 
Easy-to-clean electric induction cooktops and 
ranges offer instantaneous response and precise 
control over cooking heat just like grandma’s old 
gas burner did. And they do the job using about 
half the electricity that common electric elements 
do. They won’t heat the kitchen, though. 

Induction elements create instant heat in a 
metal pot or pan with magnetic friction. The smooth 
glass top remains relatively cool so spills don’t cook 
on and wipe up with a damp cloth. Intense, in¬ 
stant heat is created in the cooking vessel and its 
contents — enough to boil a quart of water in four- 
and-a-half minutes. Incredibly, the heat control is 
so precise sauces can be simmered or chocolate 
melted without the use of a double-boiler. 

Remove a pot momentarily, and the heat auto¬ 
matically shuts off until the pan is replaced on 
the element. Then the heat comes right back on at 
the same level. Cooking accidents, especially for 
children, are a thing of the past because if there is 
no metal vessel on the element, there is no heat 
produced. Even if a child turns the cooktop on and 
then climbs on it, there is no danger of injury be¬ 
cause the induction element only heats metal. No 
metal — cast iron, steel, stainless — no heat. Fa¬ 
miliar and favorite old pots and pans with rounded 
bottoms will work as good as new on an induction 
range. 

Induction cooking is a real plus from an air 
conditioning standpoint, too, since all the heat goes 
into the cooking vessel and its contents and not 
into the air. No carbon monoxide is emitted into 
the home environment, either, as gas cooking does. 

Looking for the perfect Christmas gift for the 
chef in your household? An induction cooktop or 
range sure beats a scarf for her or a tie for him. 
See your appliance dealer soon. 

To have underground 
cable located 
call J.U.L.I.E. toll free 
800-892-0123 
NOTE: JULIE will not locate underground wiring 
that is beyond the CBEC meter. Consult the 
Yellow Pages — Electrical Contractors for this 
service. 

CORN BELT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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