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Tamms super max prison 
in SI EC service area 

In November 1993, Governor 
Jim Edgar and Illinois Depart¬ 
ment of Corrections director 
Howard A. Peters III announced 
Tamms as the site chosen for a 
new maximum security prison. 
The design for the “super max” 
facility should maximize inmate 
control and safety, be self-con¬ 
tained and highly secure, and 
house up to 500 of the 
department’s most dangerous 
prisoners. 

Design for the super-max fa¬ 
cility could be completed in Feb¬ 
ruary 1995. Bids were expected 
to be let in late fall 1994, and 
substantial completion of the 
prison about February 1997. The 
$60 million facility should pro¬ 
vide 200 to 250 construction jobs 
as well as 300 permanent jobs at 
an annual payroll of $11 million. 

Governor Edgar also an¬ 
nounced that a 200-bed mini¬ 
mum security work camp would 
be built next to the new prison. 
Illinois Department of Correc¬ 
tions spokesman Nic Howell said 
that the work camp was part of 
the overall design for the super- 
max prison. Bids were let in April 
for the work camp, and construc¬ 
tion is due to be completed in the 
spring of 1995. “Southern Illinois 
will begin to reap the benefits of 
siting the super-max prison at 
Tamms more than a year ahead 
of schedule. The area’s economy 
will benefit from the 100 jobs cre¬ 
ated during the construction 
phase of the project. Once opera¬ 
tional, 85 employees will staff the 

operation with an annual salary 
of $3.2 million. 

In March 1994, Governor 
Edgar, speaking at a news con¬ 
ference at Tamms Community 
Center, said the Illinois Capital 
Development Board will require 
contractors and subcontractors 
who build the new prison at 
Tamms to sign binding labor 
agreements with regional unions 
to hire Illinois workers. In addi¬ 
tion, contractors agreed not to 
lock out trades people under 
terms of the agreement. Union 
officials in the region lauded the 
agreement as a solid precedent 
for future projects. 

“When fully operational, the 
complete prison and work camp 
facility is expected to employ ap¬ 
proximately 385 people with an 
annual payroll of $14.2 million. 
Its total annual operating bud¬ 
get is projected to be $17.5 mil¬ 
lion. 

Southern Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operative also played a role in 
luring the prison to Tamms. In 

order to promote growth in its 
service area, the cooperative of¬ 
fers an economic development 
rate to prospective large power 
users who qualify. This economic 
development rate was extended 
to the Illinois Department of Cor¬ 
rections as a consideration in 
choosing a site for the prison. The 
rate offers a discount on the price 
of electricity for five years. 

The Cooperative also agreed 
to extend power distribution lines' 
to the facility at no cost. The site 
chosen was ideal for providing 
electrical service; as it is very 
near SIEC’s Tamms substation. 
To enhance reliability the Coop¬ 
erative plans to serve the prison’s 
main electrical switch gear with 
two separate underground lines; 
with each originating from a dif¬ 
ferent circuit. This will allow 
power to be restored quickly in 
the event that an outage occurs 
on one of the lines. 

Once they become fully op¬ 
erational, the prison and work 
camp are expected to use ap¬ 
proximately eight million kilo¬ 
watt-hours per year. This would 
make the facility one of SIEC’s 
largest users. 

Tamms and Southern Illinois 
have proved what an entire re¬ 
gion can accomplish when it well 
organized. The package Tamms 
put together for the state was tre¬ 
mendous, especially for a com¬ 
munity in one of the state’s poor¬ 
est counties. As a result, the 
prison will benefit all of South¬ 
ern Illinois. 
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Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

g;QQj.m.-4:QQ p.m., 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 

Alexander Counties Call: 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 

524-5627 Perry Dailey 

524-3516 Robin Ramage 

524-3518 Larry Joe Keller 

•Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are line¬ 

men. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there may not 

be anyone at home to answer their 

phone 

The group stopped at Gettysburg for a tour of the historic battlefield there 
front of one of the many monuments. 

Plan today 
1995 Yout 

Counterclockwise from near right: No trip 
to Washington, D.C., is complete without a 
photo of the White House, and Southern’s 
delegation paused for a shot. From left are: 
Casey Stahlheber; April Poole, Miss SIEC; 
Andrea Jackson and Rob Kaufman. The 
SIEC group is pictured with Congressman 
Glenn Poshard. Congressman Jerry 
Costello stopped by to have his photo taken 
with the group on the Capitol steps. 

WASHINGTON, DC 
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If you do not receive information at 
your school, please note the 
contest rules and the entry form 
included in this issue. For further 
information, call 1-800-762-1400. 
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Youth to Washington Contest Rules 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

Dongola, Illinois 62926 
1. Who may enter contest: 

Any 15 to 17 year old student (except members of immediate family of any board member or 
employee of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative) enrolled in any high school in the area served 

by this Cooperative. 

2. Basis of selecting contestants: 
Contestants will be selected by writing an essay of not less than 600 words and not 

exceeding 1.000 words, entitled: 

“The Changing Role of Electric Cooperatives Today” 
3. Form of entry: 

Essay should be typed, on 8 1/2 by 11" paper, double-spaced, one side only. 

4. Mailing entry blanks: 
Entry blanks must be postmarked or received in the office of Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 

erative, Dongola, Illinois 62926, not later than March 1, 1995. 

5. Mailing essays: 
Essays must be postmarked or received in the office of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

by March 15. 1995. 

6. Judging: 
No less than three judges will be used to score the written essays. Cooperative personnel will 

act as advisers to the judges on accuracy of facts. All identification is removed from the essays 
prior to the judging. 

Judging must be completed bv March 30. 1995. The following point system will be used: 

Student’s knowledge of the subject 40% 

Originality of paper 30% 
Composition (Organization, word choice, spell) 30% 
Contestants are not to be present forjudging. 

i 1 
“Youth-to-Washington” Essay Contest 

“The Changing Role of Electric Cooperatives Today 
| I would like to enter the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative essay contest. | 

Please furnish the research materials to: | 

Signature    

Mailing address    

I Mail to: Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 100, Dongola, IL 62926. 

I i 
Office closing 

The SIEC office will be closed Monday, February 13, to honor Abraham Lincoln, and on 
Wednesday, February 22, to honor George Washington. 
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Two students earn SIEC scholarships 
For several years, Southern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative has 
donated $300-$500 for scholar¬ 
ships to Shawnee Community 
College. The scholarships are 
awarded to students each year 
with the number and amount 
determined by the Shawnee 
Community College Foundation. 
The criteria for receiving the SIEC 
scholarship includes ranking in 
the top 40 percent of his/her 
high school graduating class and 
living in a home served by SIEC. 

SIEC recently received noti¬ 
fication from Mike Fitzgerald, 
Shawnee Community College 
Foundation director, announcing 
SIEC scholarships for the 1994- 
1995 academic year. Recipients 
are Shay Beanland, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Beanland of 
Anna, and Deena Williams, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Steve 
Williams of Tamms. They earned 
$250 scholarships 

Shay Beanland 

Shay is pursuing an associ¬ 
ate of science degree at Shawnee 
Community College. 

Deena is an administrative 
assistant program student at 

Deena Williams 

Shawnee Community College. 
Williams plans to transfer to 
Southeast Missouri State Uni¬ 
versity after completing her pro¬ 
gram at SCC. 

1994 margins allocated to members 
Margins from 1993 in the 

amount of $1,733,578.91 have 
been allocated to members who 
received electric service from 
Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative during 1993. The factor 
used for the allocation is 
.096932212. To calculate your 
specific allocation, multiply your 
electric bill (less state taxes) in 
dollars times the factor above. 
This is the amount of capital 
credits earned and credited to 
your patronage capital account. 

For example, if you paid 
$1,000 for electricity during 
1993, you would multiply that 
amount by the factor of 
.096932212, which would yield 
a credit to your patronage capi¬ 
tal account of $96.94. This 
amount is available for refund¬ 
ing in future years when the 
board of directors determines 
that financial conditions will per¬ 
mit its return. Capital credits 
have been approved for return for 
margins earned through 1974. 

Please remember: To receive 
capital credits you must be a 
member and have electric service 
in your name. If your service is 
in someone else’s name, capital 
credits will be assigned to that 
person. If your service is in the 
name of a deceased person, it 
would be helpful if you would 
contact the cooperative and have 
the service changed to your 
name. 
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Get to know your employee 
Thomas H. Keller (Tom) is 

a utility serviceman in the 
southern SIEC service area. 
He began cooperative employ¬ 
ment in June 1976 as an ap¬ 
prentice mechanic. Through 
the ensuing years he has held 
job classifications of first class 
mechanic, apprentice 
forestryman, forestry jour¬ 
neyman, apprentice lineman, 
journeyman lineman, and 
construction foreman. He was 
advanced to utility service¬ 
man when the cooperative 
created the fourth service re¬ 
gion to better serve the mem¬ 
bership. 

Tom is married to the 
former Vicki Dillow of Tamms. 
He was educated in Dongola 
schools and served four years 
in the armed forces and saw 
overseas duty. 

The couple have three 
children: Greg Keller of 
Greenville; Gretchen, a stu¬ 
dent at Shawnee Community 

Tom Keller 

College; and Jennifer, a stu¬ 
dent at Southern Illinois Uni¬ 
versity. 

Tom and Vicki have made 
their home in Tamms for the 
past 15 years. In his spare 
time, Tom is “bassin” on lakes 
throughout the region. He also 
enjoys woodworking in winter 
months. 

Save the watts! 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.O. Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Glenn Tripp Union County 
Vice president Vacant 

Sec.-treas. DaleTaake Pulaski County 
BobJ. Ury Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss Alexander County 
Guy Casper Johnson County 

George R. Inman Pulaski County 

David L. Martin Massac County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 
Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 

Alexander Counties Call: 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 

524-5627 Perry Dailey 

524-3516 Robin Ramage 

524-3518 Larry Joe Keller 

*Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are line¬ 

men. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there may not 

be anyone at home to answer their 

phone 

You can manage your energy 
use and make the most of your 
energy dollars using those pre¬ 
cious watts as wisely and eco¬ 
nomically as possible. 

It’s easy and involves only 
some common sense along with 
tried-and-true guidelines. For 
example: 

Set the thermostat at 55 de¬ 
grees when you’re away from 
home for a few days; pipes 
won’t freeze at this tempera¬ 
ture. 
Vacuum the coils of your re¬ 
frigerator every three months 
to help the condenser run 
better. 
Drain a gallon of water once 

a year through the bottom of 
your water heater; that re¬ 

moves sediment that de¬ 
creases energy efficiency. 
There’s lots more you can do, 

of course. Simply contact us, and 
we’ll be glad to help you increase 
your list of ways to watch your 
watts and get your money’s 
worth of home energy use. 
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Youth to Washington essay contest 
Each June more than 1,200 

high school juniors and seniors 
travel to Washington, D.C., to 
participate in the Rural Electric 
Youth Tour. During the week, 
they learn about Washington, 
D.C., government, cooperatives 
and rural electrification. The stu¬ 
dents are selected and sponsored 
by their local rural electric coop¬ 
erative. The Youth Tour is coor¬ 
dinated by the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA). 

The board of directors of 
Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative (SIEC) has sponsored a 
“Youth to Washington” essay 
contest since 1965. Twelve final¬ 
ists visit Springfield in the spring, 
and two grand prize winners win 
week-long, expense-paid visits to 
Washington, D.C., in June. 

The program grew out of a 
suggestion in 1957 by then- 
Senator Lyndon B. Johnson, who 
urged “sending youngsters to the 
national capital where they can 
actually see what the flag stands 
for and represents.” Later he 
would greet the students as 
President of the United States. 

The finalists will visit Spring- 
field for “Illinois Rural Electric 
and Telephone Youth Day.” Plans 
are to meet legislators and tour 
the State Capitol complex in the 
morning. During the afternoon 
the students will tour the historic 
sites of Springfield. 

In June, students from ap¬ 
proximately 38 states will meet 
and visit with the members of the 
Illinois Congressional delegation, 
visit the White House, tour the 
city’s historical monuments, at¬ 
tend educational seminars and 
get to know students from other 
parts of the country. 

If you attend a high school in 
the area served by SIEC, (Anna- 
Jonesboro, Century, Cobden, 
Dongola, Egyptian. Goreville, 
Joppa, Meridian, Metropolis, 
Shawnee or Vienna high schools) 
you could win a trip to Washing¬ 

A meeting with their congressmen was one of many highlights as 
four students representing Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative spent 
a week in the nation’s capital. The students, who met Congressmen 
Jerry Costello and Glenn Poshard on Capitol Hill during the 1994 Youth 
to Washington Tour, were among 63 outstanding rural youth leaders 
from downstate Illinois who participated in the tour of Washington, 
D.C. Youth Tour took place the week of June 20. The annual trip is 
sponsored by the electric and telephone cooperatives of Illinois. From 
left are Andrea Jackson of Dongola, Representative Costello, Casey 
Stahlheber of Jonesboro, April Poole of Anna, and Rob Kaufman of 
Anna. During the tour, which began with a visit to the Civil War battle¬ 
field at Gettysburg, Pa., the young people saw such points of interest 
as the Smithsonian museums, the National Cathedral, the U.S. Holo¬ 
caust Memorial Museum, Arlington National Cemetery, the U.S. Su¬ 
preme Court and many of the capital’s monuments and memorials. 
The group also attended a performance at Ford’s Theater and a re¬ 
ception at the Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia. 

ton, D.C., June 16-23 with the 
Rural Electric Youth Tour. 

Students are encouraged to 
enter the essay contest. The title 
for this year’s competition is The 
Changing Role of Electric Co¬ 
operatives Today. A represen¬ 
tative of SIEC plans to visit area 

schools to explain the contest. If 
you do not receive information 
through your school, please call 
1-800-762-1400. 

Start making plans to enter 
the essay contest today. You will 
be glad that you did. 
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Heads Up When Moving Tall Objects 

Safety is ... Looking Up 

Office closing 
The SIEC office will be closed 

Monday, February 13, to honor Abraham Lincoln, and on 
Wednesday, February 22, to honor George Washington. 
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A tribute to Lawrence Wilke 
Lawrence Wilke, SIEC director, died Saturday, 

December 17, 1994. He had served the coopera¬ 
tive and its members since 1981 and was board 
president at the time of his death. 

In addition to his years of service to SIEC, 
Lawrence was a director at Southern Illinois Power 
Co-operative from 1985 through 1993; SIPC board 
president from 1991-93. 

Lawrence and his wife Dorothy have been long¬ 
time Massac County grain and livestock farmers. 
They were married in November of 1947 and had 
seven children. Survivors include his wife Dorothy, 
three daughters, Brenda Crockett and Bonnie Eime 
of Karnak and Cynthia Metcalf of Sesser; four sons, 
Randy, Bill and David, all of Karnak, and Tom of 
Metropolis; 15 grandchildren and a sister and sis¬ 
ter-in-law. 

Wilke was an Army veteran and had been in¬ 
volved in his community and agricultural organi¬ 
zations: the Massac County Farm Bureau, Exten¬ 
sion Council, Metropolis school board, and the Ag¬ 
riculture, Soil and Conservation district. 

Lawrence was more than a director and mem¬ 
ber of this cooperative, he was a friend. Always a 
gentle man, his ready smile and quick wit was a 
continual delight to his co-workers. Lawrence will 
be sadly missed by all his colleagues throughout 
the state. 

Larry Fisher, Karnak, has been appointed by 

Lawrence Wilke 

the SIEC board to finish the remainder of Wilke’s 
term. Fisher has served on the cooperative nomi¬ 
nating committee for several years. A biography of 
the new director will be included in the April 
JAMUP. 

Co-op WATS line for 
members 

1-800-762-1400 
Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m.-4 p.m. 

NOTICE 
Did you receive your 

capital credit refund for 
1973 and/or 1974? IF you 
had an active service con¬ 
nection during those years 
and did not receive your 
check, please call Loraine 
McGee, 1-800-762-1400. 
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Board of Directors 
President Glenn Tripp Union County 

Sec.-treas. DaleTaake Pulaski County 
BobJ.Ury Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss Alexander County 

Guy Casper Johnson County 

George R. Inman Pulaski County 

David L Martin Massac County 

Larry Fisher Massac County 

Manager Lany Lovell 
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Editor Carol L Wilhoit 
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Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.. 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 

Alexander Counties Call: 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 

524-5627 Perry Dailey 

524-3516 Robin Ramage 

524-3518 Larry Joe Keller 

‘Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are line¬ 

men. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there may not 

be anyone at home to answer their 

phone 

If you depend on 
life-support 

equipment, we need 
to know 

While Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative strives to maintain 
the best possible service with a minimum of outage time, occasional 
outages, either planned or uncontrolled, do occur. 

Your cooperative needs to know the names and location of coop¬ 
erative members who depend on life-support equipment. We keep a 
registry of members on life-support equipment, and it is important 
that this information be current and accurate. We will make every 
effort to give priority to restore service to members on life-support 
systems. 

If you or a member of your family depend on life-support equip¬ 
ment, please fill out the form below and mail to us as quickly as 
possible. 

Name   

Phone No.   

Address  

Account No.   

Type of support equipment  

Days of use  

Time of use  

Do you have an emergency stand-by generator to operate this 
equipment? 

 Yes  No 

Mail this above form to: Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
P.O. Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 
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Statement of 
Nondiscrimination 

Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative is the recipient of Federal fi¬ 
nancial assistance from the Rural 
Utilities Service, an agency of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, and 
is subject to the provisions of Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 
amended. Section 504 of the Reha¬ 
bilitation Act of 1973, as amended, 
the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, 
as amended, and the rules and regu¬ 
lations of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture which provide that no 
person in the United States on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, or handicap shall be excluded 
from participation in, admission or 
access to, denied the benefits of, or 
otherwise be subjected to discrimi¬ 
nation under any of this 
organization’s programs or activities. 

The person responsible for co¬ 
ordinating this organization’s non¬ 
discrimination compliance efforts is 
Larry Lovell. Any individual, or spe¬ 
cific class of individuals, who feels 
that this organization has subjected 
them to discrimination may obtain 
further information about the stat¬ 
utes and regulations listed above 
from and/or file a written complaint 
with this organization; or the Secre¬ 
tary, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, D.C. 20250; or the Ad¬ 
ministrator, Rural Utilities Service, 
Washington, D.C. 20205. Com¬ 
plaints must be filed within 180 days 
after the alleged discrimination. 
Confidentiality will be maintained to 
the extent possible. 

Southwater, Inc. — a reality! 

Get to know your employee 
Enloe Clemons is a utility 

serviceman serving members 
in the midwest region 
(Dongola, Karnak, Mill Creek, 
Ullin). He began cooperative 
employment in July 1976 as 
an apprentice forestryman, 
and since that time has 
worked as forestry journey¬ 
man, apprentice lineman, and 
journeyman lineman. He ad¬ 
vanced to his present classifi¬ 
cation in January 1981. A util¬ 
ity serviceman is responsible 
for reconnects, disconnects, 
security light maintenance, 
outages, and assisting con¬ 
struction crews. 

Clemons is a lifelong resi¬ 
dent of Pulaski County and is 
a graduate of Century High 
School and Shawnee Commu¬ 
nity College. At the time he 
became employed at SIEC he 
was working as an accountant 
for several small businesses in 
Cairo. 

He is married to the former 
Sandra Morris of Pulaski 
County. The couple have three 
grown children and two school 
age living at home. One daugh¬ 
ter is a U.S. Army medical 
technician stationed at U.S. 
Fort Sam Hood in San Anto¬ 
nio, Texas. The couple are ex¬ 
pecting their first grandchild 

Enloe Clemons 

in the fall of 1995. 
Enloe is an associate pas¬ 

tor at the Cypress Grove Mis¬ 
sionary Baptist Church in 
Perks and does evangelistic 
work in the surrounding area. 
He loves to minister in song. 
He is actively involved in com¬ 
munity affairs and presently 
serves as president of the Cen¬ 
tury Unit 100 School Board, 
president of the Shawnee 
Community College Alumni 
Association, and board mem¬ 
ber on the Shawnee Commu¬ 
nity College Foundation 
Board. His favorite sports are 
basketball, softball and fish¬ 
ing. 

Water 
service to 
many of our 
rural cus¬ 
tomers has 
taken one 
step closer to 
reality! The 

incorporators and newly ap¬ 
pointed board of directors of 
SouthWater, Inc. met at the Co¬ 
operative headquarters Wednes¬ 
day evening, January 25, 1995, 
to make some final organiza¬ 
tional plans to create the water 
entity that will eventually bring 

potable water to many of our ru¬ 
ral customers and provide an 
excellent and reliable source of 
water to several of the commu¬ 
nities in Alexander, Pulaski and 
Union Counties. 

Incorporators George R. 
Inman of Grand Chain, Richard 
D. Moss of Tamms, Raymond C. 
Snell of Thebes, Dale E. Taake of 
Ullin, and Bob J. Ury of 
Jonesboro, met along with Lany 
C. Lovell, Ron Medlin, and Chris 
L. Bennett of the Cooperative and 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman, at 
the Cooperative’s headquarters 

to organize the board and elect 
officers, draft bylaws, authorize 
archeological studies and test 
wells, and begin the application 
process of applying for grants 
and loans from Rural Economic 
and Community Development 
(RECD), which is the former 
Farmers Home Administration. 
Final rates are indeterminable 
until engineering plans are final¬ 
ized and funds are approved for 
allocation from RECD. 

If initiative and determina- 

(Continued on page 16d) 
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Barbara 
Keller 

honored 
Barbara Keller, Dongola, 

former SIEC employee, received 
a service award from board presi¬ 
dent Glenn Tripp and manager 
Larry Lovell, during the SIEC 
annual holiday luncheon. The 
plaque was presented for 28 
years of loyal, conscientious and 
dedicated service to the members 
of SIEC. 

Don Martin Barbara Keller, center, receives her award from Glenn Tripp, left, and 
Larry Lovell, right. 

merit 
award 

Don Martin received the 
Community Service Merit Award 
at the December safety meeting 
of SIEC employees. The award 
recognizes Martin’s act of valor 
displayed July 30, 1994, when he 
rendered emergency life-saving 
assistance to a distressed child 
in his community while serving 
as a part-time law enforcement 
officer to the village of Tamms. 
The cooperative salutes him for 
his dedication and commitment 
to the welfare of his community 
and fellowman. 

Lawrence Wilke, right, late SIEC president, presented employee Don 
Martin with the Community Service Merit Award. 

(Continued from page 16a) 
tion are indicators of success, 
this project should soon become 
a reality and construction will 
begin on a multimillion dollar 
water treatment facility and dis¬ 
tribution plant. Communities 
and water systems presently pro¬ 
jected to be served will be East 
Cape, the Central Alexander 
County System, Pulaski, Mill 
Creek, Dongola, and Mounds. 
Construction of plant and actual 
water distribution will take ap¬ 
proximately two years to com¬ 
plete, but once done, clean po¬ 

table water will be delivered and 
available to both wholesale and 
retail users along those areas 
presently included in “Phase 1” 
of this multi phased project. Con¬ 
tacts with those persons will be¬ 
gin immediately to see who is or 
is not interested in signing up for 
water service. As other phases 
are begun, those persons will 
also be contacted. 

For information on the water 
project, please contact Larry 
Lovell or Ron Medlin at the Co¬ 
operative, phone 1-800-762- 
1400. 

Basal spraying of 
right-of-way 

During the winter months 
basal spraying of right-of-way 
will take place throughout the 
SIEC service area. Cooperative 
employees will treat small 
trees and brush under power 
lines using back pack applica¬ 
tors and hand held sprayers. 

Right-of-way maintenance 
reduces the number of outages 
caused by growth of this type. 
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GEOTHERMAL 
SI EC provides a $400 rebate for 

installation of a geothermal system 

Heat and cool with up to 400% efficiency 

How do I qualify for the rebate? 
If you install a geothermal heat pump that 

is U.L. listed and ARI Standard 330 approved 
in your new or existing home or business, you 
are eligible for a $400 rebate from your 
electric cooperative. 

To qualify, contact your electric coopera¬ 
tive office prior to installation. You will be 
asked to sign a rebate application and you 
will receive a certification form to give to your 
heating and air conditioning contractor. When 
contractors install the geothermal heat pump, 
they should send the certification form to the 
cooperative. Your cooperative will then issue a 
check made out to you. 

HEATING, 
COOLING, AND 

WATER HEATING 

400 REASONS TO INSTALL A GEOTHERMAL 
HEATING AND COOLING SYSTEM 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.O.Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Glenn Tripp Union County 
Sec.-treas. DaleTaake Pulaski County 

BobJ. Ury Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
Richard D. Moss Alexander County 
Guy Casper Johnson County 
George R. Inman Pulaski County 
David L Martin Massac County 
Larry Fisher Massac County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L Wilhoit 
Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.. 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 
1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

in Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 

Alexander Counties Call: 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 

524-5627 Perry Dailey 

524-3516 Robin Ramage 

524-3518 Larry Joe Keller 

•Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are line¬ 

men. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there may not 

be anyone at home to answer their 

phone 

Get to know your employee 
Pam Lentz began SIEC em¬ 

ployment on a part-time basis in 
February 1977 while working on 
her student internship at 
Shawnee Community College. 
She became full-time one year 
later, making 1995 her 18th year 
of cooperative service. 

Lentz started her co-op ca¬ 
reer as general office clerk, ad¬ 
vanced to payroll clerk, and is 
currently billing coordinator. 
This mid-management supervi¬ 
sory position coordinates all 
functions of the billing depart¬ 
ment. The billing department 
receives and records electric 
sales, authorizes the installation 
of prepaid meters, issues collec¬ 
tion orders, and provides the ac¬ 
count receivable records for the 
general ledger. 

Pam currently resides in 
Dongola and is the daughter of 
Billie Max and Shirley Lentz, also 
of Dongola. Her sister, Tanna, 
currently lives in Licking, Mo., 
with her husband, Kent, and 
daughter Micala. She is a 
Dongola native and a graduate 
of Dongola Unit School and 
Shawnee Community College, 
where she earned an applied sci- 

Pam Lentz 

ence degree as an executive sec¬ 
retary. 

She has taught an elemen¬ 
tary-age Sunday school class for 
many years and works in Bible 
school every summer. She is a 
competitive sports enthusiast 
and enjoys bowling, tennis and 
walking. She likes to bake and 
sometimes shares her experi¬ 
ments with the non-dieters at the 
office. She enjoys music, crochet, 
and handicraft. 

Outside employees at SIEC received an update of their C.P.R. train¬ 
ing. The four-hour course consisted of video training, text book study, 
and hands-on exercises in life-saving procedure. 

12b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/April 1995 



Before you shop for light bulbs 
Consider a brighter idea 

Incandescent bulbs waste 90 percent of their electricity use making heat 
instead of light. New energy-efficient light bulbs give you more light for 
your money, save energy, and are good for the environment. Many energy- 
efficient bulbs are designed to give off a warm, soft light just like 
incandescents. While they may cost more initially, energy-efficient light 
bulbs save you money in the long run with lower bills and fewer 
replacements. 

The four main types of energy efficient bulbs 

Energy efficient 
incandescent 
Best for: Lamps that are on 
less than 15 minutes per day 
or where halogen or com¬ 
pact fluorescent bulbs won't 
fit. Gives light similar to a 
standard incandescent. 

Energy use: 10 percent more 
efficient than a standard 
incandescent bulb. 

W 

Compact fluorescent 
Best for: Where usage exceeds 
one hour a day. Floor lamps, 
hanging fixtures, and some ceiling 
sockets are easiest to fit. Gives 
light similar to an incandescent. 

Energy use: 400 percent more 
efficient than a standard incandes¬ 
cent bulb. 

Lifespan: 9,000-12,000 hours 

Lifespan: 750 hours 

High intensity discharge Halogen 
f—■> Rpst for- Ontrlnnrs fispp-   Rpst for: RprPsspH nr 
/ \ dally security lighting, and "canned” fixtures, track 
/ \ where usage occurs over y / lights, and outdoor lights. 

extended periods. Gives a \ / Produces whiter light than 
l J different color light than an \ / standard incandescents. 
\ / incandescent. \ f Energy use: Up to 200 per- 

Energy use: 400 percent l J cent more efficient than a 
more efficient than a stan- ^52: standard incandescent 
dard incandescent bulb. bulb. 

Lifespan: 10,000-24,000 Lifespan: 2,000 hours 
hours 

Make the switch to compact fluorescents 
New compact fluorescent bulbs are some of the most efficient 

and convenient of all energy-efficient lights. Three types area 
available: 

Single Unit: Discarded when the bulb burns out. Available in dif¬ 
ferent models, including decorative globes, outdoor flood lights, and 
reflector bulbs designed for recessed fixtures. 

Packaged Kit: A twin tube or double twin tube bulb, attached 
to a base. Only the bulb needs replacing when it burns out — the 
base can be reused. 

Circular Type: Some brands have a reusable base, others must 
be discarded when the bulb burns out. 

Save money, help the environment 
Replacing one 60-watt incandescent bulb with a comparable 18-watt fluorescent will save 

the typical household about $40 in energy costs over the life of the new bulb (10,000 hours). 
It will also save the energy equivalent of 400 pounds of coal and help reduce air pollution. 
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SIEC essay judging completed 
The essay contest winners and runners-up 

were to be announced March 31. Winners will also 
be congratulated in the June issue of JAMUP. 

Carol Wilhoit, SIEC tour director, visited 10 
area high schools. Essay materials were furnished 
to 294 prospective essayists. 

The essay banquet to honor the winners will 
be held April 27 at Shawnee Community College, 
Ullin. Parents, teachers and school officials of the 
winners are invited to share the students’ special 

night. The winning essays, entitled “The Chang¬ 
ing Role of Electric Cooperatives Today,” will be 
presented during the banquet. 

Finalists will attend “Illinois Rural Electric and 
Telephone Youth Day” in Springfield May 10. 
Grand prize winners will travel to Washington, 
D.C., June 16-23 for the “Youth to Washington” 
tour sponsored by the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives and SIEC. 

Spring is just 
around the 

corner 

Put away the winter gear, and step 
out into the spring season. Whether 
you’re working or playing, however, 
please be cautious about hov. you use 
electricity outdoors. 

• If your work requires a ladder, 
use a wooden or fiberglass one. 

• When using power tools out¬ 
doors, use only extension cords ap¬ 
proved for outdoor use. 

• Teach the kids not to fly kites and 
model airplanes near power lines; 
caution them not to climb trees that 
could have limbs growing into power 
lines. 

Contact us for more tips on how 
you can step into spring safely and 
sensibly. A little caution and common 
sense are all it takes to enjoy your fun 
in the sun. 

Office closing 
The office of Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative will be closed 
Friday, April 14, 

in observance of Good Friday. 
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Competitiveness, Community, Competency 
By Larry Lovell 

The electric utility industry is 
entering into a transitional pe¬ 
riod, much as the natural gas, 
telecommunications and airline 
industries experienced in recent 
history. The National Rural Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association has 
identified the 3 C’s — Competi¬ 
tiveness, Community, Compe¬ 
tency — as areas rural electrics 
should be concerned about as 
the electric utility industry 
changes. 

Clearly, there is an attitude 
today among the public, regula¬ 
tory commissions and large in¬ 
dustry that they want to see com¬ 
petition. In the rural electric 
business, we’ve always had to 
hold the line on our operating 
expenses because of the enor¬ 
mous investment required to 
serve the rural areas. Because we 
have only five consumers per 
mile of energized line, our invest¬ 
ment per consumer is 30 to 35 
percent higher than urban utili¬ 
ties’ investments. Thus, the man¬ 
agement and board of SIEC have 
always been cost conscious. Our 
members are fortunate that 
former and present cooperative 

leaders had the foresight to build 
a generating plant at the Lake of 
Egypt. The result is some of the 
lowest wholesale power costs in 
the state of Illinois. 

But there are factors other 
than low rates to be considered 
when analyzing competition. We 
must never sacrifice our high- 
quality service in the quest to 
compete. It doesn’t matter how 
low the rates are if the service is 
poor. The power delivered to you, 
our members, must be reliable, 
safe and of high quality. This is 
accomplished by continuing to 
maintain and upgrade the distri¬ 
bution system. This means de¬ 
veloping work plans to build ad¬ 
ditional three-phase lines, to 
change out old conductors and 
bad poles, and to maintain right- 
of-way, etc. SIEC has aggres¬ 
sively followed work plans for the 
last 20 years in an effort to de¬ 
liver impeccable service to you. 

The second “C” is commu¬ 
nity. Cooperatives must be good 
neighbors to their membership 
and surrounding areas. SIEC 
accomplishes this by participat¬ 
ing in community affairs and eco¬ 

nomic opportunities. The Coop¬ 
erative supports and assists lo¬ 
cal schools, clubs, and organiza¬ 
tions in their efforts to make 
southern Illinois a better place to 
live. In the past, SIEC has do¬ 
nated satellite dishes to 11 high 
schools, helped Shawnee Com¬ 
munity College obtain a 
$500,000 grant for distance 
learning and participated in the 
effort to obtain the “Supermax” 
prison for southernmost Illinois. 
Presently, the Cooperative has 
taken the lead in efforts to form 
a regional water treatment plant 
and distribution system in 
Alexander, Pulaski and southern 
Union counties. Participation in 
community affairs and economic 
opportunities that enhances the 
quality of life for area residents 
is very important to SIEC’s board, 
management and employees. 

The third “C” is competency. 
Competency of directors, man¬ 
agement and employees is im¬ 
portant to productivity and effi¬ 
cient uses of resources. Coopera¬ 
tive directors are continually at¬ 
tending seminars and workshops 

(Continued on page 12c) 

1995 Nominating Committee to meet June 15 
Members to serve on the 

1995 Nominating Committee 
were appointed by Guy Casper, 
SIEC president of the board of di¬ 
rectors, at the 1994 annual meet¬ 
ing of the members held August 
5. The committee will meet at the 
cooperative headquarters, Route 
51 North of Dongola, at 8 p.m. 
on Thursday, June 15, to con¬ 

sider nominees for election to the 
board of directors at the 1995 
meeting of the members. 

The following were appointed 
to the 1994-95 Nominating Com¬ 
mittee to represent their respec¬ 
tive counties: 

Alexander County delegate: 
Richard R. Walker, 1 East Cape 
Terrace, McClure, IL 62957; and 

alternate Jack Thomas, P.O. Box 
68, Miller City, IL 62962. 

Johnson County delegate: 
Charley Littleton, Route 1 Box 
113, Cypress, IL 62923; and al¬ 
ternate Jerry Corzine, Route 1 
Box 12 IB, Cypress, IL 62923. 

Massac County delegate: 
Lynn D. Walquist, P.O. Box 77, 

(Continued on page 12d 
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1995 essay contest winners Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.O.Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Glenn Tripp Union County 
Sec.-treas. DaleTaake Pulaski County 

BobJ.Ury Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
Richard D. Moss Alexander County 
Guy Casper Johnson County 
George R. Inman Pulaski County 
David L. Martin Massac County 
Larry Fisher Massac County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 
Office Manager Chris L Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.. 
Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 
or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 

Alexander Counties Call: 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 

524-5627 Perry Dailey 

524-3516 Robin Ramage 
524-3518 Larry Joe Keller 

‘Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are line¬ 

men. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there may not 

be anyone at home to answer their 

phone 

Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative (SIEC), has an¬ 
nounced the winners of the an¬ 
nual “Youth to Washington” con¬ 
test. Grand prize winners of the 
expense-paid tour of Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., are Bill Churchill, son 
of William Churchill, Ullin, and 
Susan Henson, Cape Girardeau, 
Mo., and Heather Murphy, 
daughter of William and Bernita 
Murphy, Ullin. Bill and Heather 
are both students at Century 
Unit School, Ullin. 

The winners, along with 
1,300 contest winners from 
other states, will have an oppor¬ 
tunity to see their federal govern¬ 
ment in action during the tour 
of the nation’s capital June 16- 
23, 1995. Other scheduled his¬ 
toric sites include the Lincoln 
Memorial, Jefferson Memorial, 
National Cathedral, Smithsonian 
Institution, Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing, Washington Monu¬ 
ment, Ford’s Theater, and Arling¬ 
ton Cemetery. 

Runners-up in the contest 
are: Cherie Reeves, Amanda 
Theis, Crystal Tarpley, Brian 
Lingle, and Johnny Schneider, 
Dongola Unit School; Nicole 
Young, Katie Wein, and Steven 
Beatty, Anna-Jonsboro Commu¬ 
nity High School; and Chris 
Greer and Caleb Swansey, Cen¬ 
tury Unit School. 

In addition, the following stu¬ 

dents received Honorable Men¬ 
tion for their essays: Amanda 
Neathery and Carol Phillips, 
Shawnee Community Unit 
School; Jennifer Miller and Amy 
Vaughn, Meridian Community 
Unit School; Amber Moreland 
and Hannah Reimbold, Cobden 
Unit District School; Jason 
Billingsley, Goreville Community 
School; and Randy Leek, Massac 
County High School. 

All the students will be hon¬ 
ored by SIEC at a banquet to be 
held at Shawnee Community 
College on April 27. 

The winners and runners-up 
and the reigning “Miss Southern 
Illinois Electric 1995,” Janice Lee 
Harvel, Jonesboro, will Join the 
more than 300 students partici¬ 
pating in the special “Youth Day” 
activities in Springfield on May 
10, 1995, sponsored by SIEC 
and other Illinois electric and 
telephone cooperatives. 

These students will have the 
unique opportunity to visit with 
their local representatives in 
state government and visit his¬ 
torical sites in Springfield. Activi¬ 
ties during the day will include 
tours of the State Capitol, 
Lincoln’s Neighborhood, Old 
State Capitol and Illinois Su¬ 
preme Court. The Day-long ac¬ 
tivities are coordinated by the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in Springfield. 

Co-op WATS line for 
members 

1 -800-762-1400 
Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
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Get to know your employee 

Perry Dailey 

Perry Dailey was hired De¬ 
cember 4, 1978, to work in 
Massac County as a journey¬ 
man lineman. He advanced to 
Massac County utility service¬ 
man in December 1991 and 
holds that position at present. 

Peny was bom in Harris¬ 
burg and raised in Pope 
County and is a graduate of 
Pope County schools. He is 
married to the former Sandra 
Kay Phillips of Cape 
Girardeau, Mo. 

The Daileys have three 
children: Joey, age 14, 

Leanna, age 11, and Joanna, 
age 9. 

Perry is a director on the 
Massac County 911 board. 
Sandy is a licensed child care 
provider and operates “Dailey 
Care,” a day care facility, in the 
family home. The couple sup¬ 
port and participate in the 
majority of county-wide youth 
organizations to which their 
children belong. 

Perry enjoys hunting and 
fishing and is a “closet” golfer. 

Southern Illinois Cooperative Youth Conference 
This year the Illinois Coop¬ 

erative Coordinating Committee 
(ICCC) will sponsor the second 
Southern Illinois Cooperative 
Youth Conference at Southern 
Illinois University-Carbondale on 
June 27 and 28. This conference 
is designed to expose up to 120 
area high school students to an 
in-depth study of the cooperative 
way of doing business. Partici¬ 
pating students will go through 
intensive workshops on coopera¬ 

tive structure, financing, man¬ 
agement and careers in coopera¬ 
tives, led by cooperative profes¬ 
sionals. The conference is being 
patterned after a similar pro¬ 
gram successfully held at the 
University of Wisconsin- 
Platteville for more than 15 
years. 

The ICCC asked local coop¬ 
eratives, both electric and tele¬ 
phone, to select one or more out¬ 
standing high school students to 

attend the conference. Participa¬ 
tion was limited to 120 statewide. 

At the January board meet¬ 
ing, the SEEC directors elected 
to sponsor eight students who 
won as runners-up in the 
“Youth to Washington** essay 
contest. The contest was offered 
to all schools within the five- 
county area served by SIEC and 
winners were announced March 
31. 

Competitiveness... 
(Continued from page 12a) 
to make them more knowledge¬ 
able of cooperative issues. Man¬ 
agement personnel and employ¬ 
ees also attend training sessions 
in an effort to increase their 
knowledge and productivity. Per¬ 
sonal development for all em¬ 
ployees is encouraged. Southern 
Illinois Electric cannot grow and 

develop unless our directors and 
employees grow. 

As we acknowledge the in¬ 
tense competitive pressures of 
our world today and look for new 
ways to achieve greater efficien¬ 
cies, we must set our priorities 
with competitiveness, commu¬ 
nity, and competency in mind. 
With a vision for quality service, 
we will need to examine, as ob¬ 

jectively as possible, all ideas and 
concepts for lowering costs, be it 
new technology or shared ser¬ 
vices and joint actions with other 
cooperatives. Through it all, we 
must be careful that we do not 
harm the basic utility functions 
that are essential to operating 
efficiently and successfully over 
the long haul. 

Memorial Day 
office closing Monday, May 29 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/May 1995 12c 



(Continued from page 12a) 
Karnak, IL 62956; and alternate William Bogan, 
Route 1 Box 67, Brookport, IL 62910. 

Pulaski County delegate: George Holhubner, 
P.O. Box 321, Olmsted, IL 62970; and alternate 
Robert Heisner, Route 1 Box 10, Grand Chain, IL 
62941. 

Union County delegate: Orris Mosby, Route 1 
Box 274, Jonesboro, IL 62952; and alternate P.L. 
Parr, Route 1 Box 173, Buncombe, IL 62912 

The bylaws of the cooperative provide the nomi¬ 

nations to the board of directors may be made by: 
(1) nominating committee (2) petition received not 
less than 25 days prior to the actual meeting, 
signed by 15 or more active members, or (3) an 
active member from the floor at the annual meet¬ 
ing. The three-year terms of the directors are ex¬ 
pired alternately so that each year elections are 
held for a portion of the board. At the 1995 an¬ 
nual meeting elections will be held for a director 
from each of the three counties: Massac, Pulaski, 
and Union. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative’s 
MISSION 

MEMBER SATISFACTION: 
SIEC meets the current and changing needs of its members by providing competitively priced, 

reliable, safe and quality electric service that achieves member satisfaction; 

PUBLIC TRUST: 
SIEC earns the public trust by conducting its business in a safe, responsible, professional 

and environmentally sound manner and by participating in community affairs and economic 
opportunities that will enhance the quality of life for area residents; 

WORK ENVIRONMENT: 
SIEC provides a safe and drug-free work environment with equal opportunity for employment 

and individual development; 

PRODUCTIVITY: 
SIEC uses teamwork, technology, management strategies and work methods to be a leader in 

productivity and efficient uses of resources; 

FINANCIALLY SOUND: 
SIEC follows prudent financial practices and methodology to insure the security of the mem¬ 

bers’ investment and to insure the ability to borrow funds at the lowest possible cost. 

Adopted March 28, 1994 

lip I’fsase 

Essay judges meet 

Essay judges met at SIEC head¬ 
quarters March 30 to finalize the re¬ 
sults of the “Youth to Washington” es¬ 
say contest. Judges serving on this 
year’s panel were, from left: Helen 
Mullins, administrative assistant, Tri- 
County Electric Cooperative, Mt. 
Vernon; Carolyn Holm, English in¬ 
structor, Shawnee Community College, 
Ullin; and Dr. Art Aikman, Curriculum 
and Instruction, SIU, Carbondale. 
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The changing role of electric cooperatives today 
This is one of two winning es¬ 

says in the Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative “Youth to Wash¬ 
ington” essay contest This essay 
was written by Heather Murphy, 
a student at Century High School 
Ullin. 

“This little light of mine. Fm 
gonna let it shine” seems like 
just another line from a favorite 
children’s song. However, some¬ 
one took it to heart and applied 
its message to rural services 
when creating Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration. Since that 
day almost 60 years ago, this 
light has shone brightly as elec¬ 
tric cooperatives continue to pro¬ 
vide electricity to rural areas. The 
light did not stop there though, 
but it continued to shine over 
many other services in which 
electric cooperatives found 
themselves involved. 

Many areas that electric co¬ 
operatives have now entered into 
have no direct link to electricity. 
They now provide water services, 
communications, and even dis¬ 
count cards for pharmaceutical 
products, visual, dental, and 
hearing aid costs. All of these 
diversifications serve the same 
purpose, and that is to benefit 
the cooperatives’ members. 
These changing roles help keep 
cooperatives’ costs down, and 
they enable resources to be ac¬ 
cessible to members that other¬ 
wise might have been unavail¬ 
able or too costly to secure. 

A very important diversity of 
the electric cooperatives in our 
community is the water system. 
The water system that our rural 

cooperatives would provide 
would take the place of small, 
individual rural water systems 
and village water systems. Many 
of these rural water areas would 

Heather Murphy 

now have clean, healthy water in 
the place of inadequate or un¬ 
safe water supplies. This new 
system will also provide water at 
a more affordable price than 
what consumers are currently 
charged. The cooperatives dem¬ 
onstrated their concern for their 
members when they allowed for 
the creation of this non-profit 
corporation to construct and 
operate this regional water sys¬ 
tem. 

A common diversity of elec¬ 
tric cooperatives is the varied 
communication systems of 
which they are a part. Many co¬ 
operatives sell Motorola radios 

and pagers, while others provide 
rural television programming. 
Some cooperatives not only pro¬ 
vide communications for indi¬ 
viduals, but for businesses, also. 
They supply products such as 
fiber-optic cable for inter-office 
facilities, toll networks, and edu¬ 
cational and medical services. 
The communication systems 
electric cooperatives provide are 
a definite benefit to their mem¬ 
bers while allowing them to lower 
membership prices. Not 
surprisingly,this attracts more 
members to the cooperatives. 

One important diversity of 
many cooperatives focuses to¬ 
ward their retired members in 
allowing them to receive medi¬ 
cal discount cards. Members are 
given discounted prices on phar¬ 
maceutical products, visual, 
dental, and hearing aid costs. 
Members may save between 10- 
75 percent on these medical 
costs. An inexpensive member¬ 
ship fee is added to participat¬ 
ing members’ monthly electric 
bills, and although this medical 
discount program seems like an 
unusual area for electric coop¬ 
eratives, it is extremely reward¬ 
ing.. Members benefit by receiv¬ 
ing the discounts, but they also 
enjoy lower rates for the services 
their cooperatives provide. 

Electric cooperatives offer 
many diversities from their tra¬ 
ditional role. Water services, 
communication services, and 
even discount cards for medical 
services are but a few of the 
changing benefits of being an 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.0. Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Glenn Tripp Union County 

Sec.-treas. DaleTaake Pulaski County 

BobJ. Ury Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard 0. Moss Alexander County 

Guy Casper Johnson County 

George R. Inman Pulaski County 

David L. Martin Massac County 
Larry Fisher Massac County 

Manager Larry Lovell 

Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 

Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:0Q p.m., 
Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 
or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 

Alexander Counties Call: 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 

524-5627 Perry Dailey 

524-3516 Robin Ramage 

524-3518 Larry Joe Keller 

‘Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are line¬ 

men. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there may not 

be anyone at home to answer their 

phone 

Get to know your employee 
Lany Lingle is foreman on a 

three-man construction crew. He 
began cooperative employment 
in April 1979 as plant custodian. 
During the next few years he 
advanced through the forestry 
and lineman classifications and 
was promoted to construction 
foreman in 1989. Construction 
foremen are responsible for the 
completion of assigned work or¬ 
ders for new services or retire¬ 
ments. 

Larry was born in the 
Dongola area and is a graduate 
of Dongola High School. He at¬ 
tended SlU-Carbondale and Uni¬ 
versity of Tennessee-Martin. He 
is married to the former Rae 
Holderfield. The couple have 
three children at home: Lana, 21, 
Terry, 17, and Landon, 13. 

Lingle’s hobby is attending 

auctions and sales. He especially 
enjoys trading obsolete farm ma¬ 
chinery. 

Larry Lingle 

Minding Your Business. 
SIEC Annual Meeting 

Shawnee College Ullin 

Each member registering 
will receive $10 credit 
on electric bill 

1. Miss S.I.E.C. Beauty 
Pageant 

2. Business Meeting 
3 Election of Officers 
4. Entertainment— 

Chosen Heart 
5. Live Line Safety 

Demonstration 
6. Early Bird Prizes 
7. Attendance Prizes 
8. Food & Beverages 

Office closing 
The office of 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
will be closed Tuesday, July 4, 
to observe Independence Day. 
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SIEC honored finalists and honorable mention essayists in the 1995 “Youth to Washington” essay con¬ 
test at an April 27 banquet at Shawnee Community College. Present for the awards were, back row from 
left: Amber Moreland, Crystal Tarpley, Steven Beatty, Jason Billingsley, Brian Lingle, and Cherie Reeves; 
and front row, from left: Hannah Reimbold, Janice Lee Marvel, “Miss Southern,” Bill Churchill, SIEC 
board president Glenn Tripp, Heather Murphy and Amanda Theis. 

SIEC honors essay finalists 
Winners in the SIEC “Youth 

to Washington” essay contest re¬ 
ceived recognition during the 
annual banquet at Shawnee 
Community College, Ullin, April 
27. 

Grand prize winners of the 
expense-paid tour of Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., are Bill Churchill, 
Century High School, son of Wil¬ 
liam R. Churchill, Ullin, and 
Susan Henson, Cape Girardeau, 
Mo., and Heather Murphy, Cen¬ 
tury High School, daughter of 
William and Bernita Murphy. 

The runners-up in the con¬ 
test are Cherie Reeves. Amanda 
Theis, Crystal Tarpley, Brian 
Lingle and Johnny Schneider, 
Dongola High School; Steven 
Beatty, Nicole Young, and Katie 
Wein. Anna-Jonesboro Commu¬ 
nity High School; and Chris 
Greer and Caleb Swansey, Cen¬ 
tury High School. 

Students who received “Hon¬ 
orable Mention” are: Amanda 
Neathery and Carol Phillips, 

Shawnee High School; Jennifer 
Miller and Amy Vaughn, Merid¬ 
ian High School; Amber 
Moreland and Hannah 
Reimbold, Cobden High School; 
Jason Billingsley, Goreville High 
School; and Randy Leek, Massac 
County High School. 

Parents, sponsoring school 
administrators and teachers, 
essay judges and cooperative 
personnel were also invited to at¬ 
tend. Janice Lee Harvel, “Miss 
Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative of 1994,” was also 
present for the festivities. 

Judges serving on this year’s 
panel were: Helen Mullins, ad¬ 
ministrative assistant, Tri- 
County Electric Cooperative, Mt. 
Vernon; Carolyn Holm, English 
instructor, Shawnee Community 
College, Ullin; and Dr. Art 
Aikman, Curriculum and In¬ 
struction, SlU-Carbondale. 

Following the dinner, the two 
winners presented their essays 
entitled, ‘The Changing Role of 

ILLINOIS RU 

Electric Cooperatives Today.” 
John Freitag, assistant to the 

manager at the Association of Il¬ 
linois Electric Cooperatives and 
the 1995 Washington tour direc¬ 
tor, narrated a slide presentation 
of 1994 tour activities. 

SIEC board president Glenn 
Tripp presented each finalist a 
Willie Wiredhand Achievement 
Award as high commendation for 
the quality of their essays. 

The winners, runners-up 
and “Miss Southern” partici¬ 
pated in “Rural Electric and Tele¬ 
phone Youth Day” in Springfield 
May 10. Students and chaper¬ 
ones spent the day touring the 
state capitol, visiting with legis¬ 
lators, and seeing the city’s his¬ 
toric sights. Churchill, Murphy 
and Harwell will join about 70 
tour winners from electric and 
telephone cooperatives through¬ 
out the state, for the June 16- 
23 tour of Washington. 
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You can now pay your electric bill 
by Visa and MasterCard 

The Cooperative is now offer¬ 
ing a new payment service to our 
members — the opportunity to 
use your Visa or MasterCard 
credit cards to pay your electric 
account. At first, this may sound 
like a service that probably 
would not be utilized, but there 
are several benefits to our mem¬ 
bers. 

Many of our members are 
away from the area when their 
electric bill comes due, whether 
they are wintering somewhere or 
just gone for a short period of 
time. If they do not want to pay 
their bill months or weeks in 
advance, they can now choose to 

have their bill charged to their 
credit card when the due date 
arrives. Additionally, if you find 
that the payment date has 
slipped up on you and you need 
to get your bill paid before the 
time it takes for the mail to be 
delivered, you can call in your 
credit card information and your 
reading and not be required to 
pay a late payment fee. You 
should then mail in your meter 
reading card for proper posting 
to your account, but your ac¬ 
count would already be paid. 
During those months when your 
electric bill may be higher than 
you want to pay all at once, the 

ability to charge your account to 
your credit card also gives you 
the opportunity to stretch out 
your payments. If you think you 
will have a need to use this ser¬ 
vice, please do not hesitate to 
contact our Billing Department 
for more information. 

(Continued from page 12a) 
electric cooperative member. 
Cooperatives have changed dras¬ 
tically over the past several 
years, and it seems impossible 
that a little light which once 
shone over the simple idea of 
rural electricity could now radi¬ 
ate over so many other areas. 
Fortunately, though, for rural 
residents, electric cooperatives 
did not stop at providing electric¬ 
ity, but they moved onward to 
provide their members with 

other valuable services. These 
advantages, which are not di¬ 
rectly related to electricity, ben¬ 
efit members in so many ways. 
With the prodigious range of ser¬ 
vices electric cooperatives pro¬ 
vide, they assist the members in 
controlling their cooperatives’ 
rates. With such reasonable 
rates, more members join coop¬ 
eratives and benefit from the var¬ 
ied range of services and low 
rates. 

Today, electric cooperatives 

have dramatically demonstrated 
that they can be successful not 
only in the area of electricity, but 
in many other services they pro¬ 
vide. With this success the light 
they brought into rural areas 
many years ago now shines 
brightly over the entire country. 
Meeting the demands of tomor¬ 
row by changing their roles to¬ 
day, electric cooperatives will 
continue to shine their ray of 
hope on the future of America. 

Right-of-way 
spraying 

scheduled for 
mid-summer 

In July or August, aerial 
right-of-way spraying will 
take place east of 1-57, in 
Johnson County, in the 
north end of SIEC service 
area. The cooperative will 
spray the right-of-way in 
this area to control the den¬ 
sity of brush and vegetation 
on rough terrain. Right-of- 
way maintenance reduces 
the number of outages 
caused by growth of this 
type. 

May we say thanks to our members 
© Who call promptly to notify the office when a power out¬ 

age occurs, telling us exactly where the trouble is located and 
the cause. 

© Who grant right-of-way for construction and mainte¬ 
nance of line to serve your neighbors, providing adequate and 
reliable electric service to everybody on the system. 

© Who are careful when using trucks and farm machin¬ 
ery around poles, lines and guy wires. 

© Who keep television antennas, silo-filling pipes and 
other equipment clear of falling distance on all electric lines. 

© Who teach children all the rules of electric safety, both 
indoors and outdoors. 

© Who use extreme care when cutting trees near your elec¬ 
tric lines. 

© Who notify the office when moving so electric service 
can be transferred to the new owner or disconnect if no one will 
be using power. 
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You're Invited 

Annual Meeting Highlights 

Grand Prize 
25" GE portable 

television and stand 
Courtesy of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative All 
registration cards will be returned to the “cage” for 

this drawing. The drawing takes place after the 
beauty pageant finals. 

Chosen Heart 
(Formerly the “Heartland Boys") 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Shawnee College — Ullin 

Thursday, August 3, 1995 

Registration 5:00 p.m. Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
Each member registering will receive one $10 credit on electric bill 

Early Bird Prizes Chosen Heart 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Business Meeting Election of directors 
Reports of officers Live Line Safety Demonstration 
Miss SEEC Beauty Pageant Attendance prizes 

Food & Beverages 
ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/July 1995 12a 



The Changing Role of Electric 
Cooperatives Today Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.O.Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Glenn Tripp Union County 
Sec.-treas. DaleTaake Pulaski County 

BobJ.Ury Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
Richard D. Moss Alexander County 
Guy Casper Johnson County 
George R. Inman Pulaski County 
David L Martin Massac County 
Larry Fisher Massac County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L Wilhoit 
Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.. 
Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 
or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 

Alexander Counties Call: 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 

524-5627 Perry Dailey 

524-3516 Robin Ramage 

524-3518 Larry Joe Keller 

*Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are line¬ 

men. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there may not 

be anyone at home to answer their 

phone 

This is one of two winning essays 
in the Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative “Youth to Washing¬ 
ton” essay contest, written by BUI 
Churchill, a student at Century 
High School 

Electric cooperatives. Can 
you imagine what life would be 
like without them? It seems like 
an impossible suggestion to 
grasp in this day and time where 
people have become spoiled by 
the accessibility and conve¬ 
niences of electricity. However, 
before the Rural Electrification 
Act of 1936, it was impossible to 
imagine electric service becom¬ 
ing readily available in every 
home. Electric cooperatives sup¬ 
ply rural Americans with services 
that were once limited to only the 
rich and famous, although, they 
are now regarded as necessities 
since they are available to every¬ 
one so easily and economically. 
Since I live in a rural area, my 
local cooperative is very essen¬ 
tial in my daily life even though 
I often take it for granted. 
Cooperatives are businesses 
owned and operated by their 
members, who, in return share 
their benefits. In order for elec¬ 
tric cooperatives to maintain or 
exceed their present standards, 
they are forced to adapt to meet 
the continuously changing needs 
of people, such as creating a ru¬ 
ral water system, offering health 
care cards to the elderly, and 
placing interactive television in 
schools and medical facilities. 
Their efforts to keep pace with 
today’s changing world benefit 
everyone they serve. 

Electric cooperative have 
succeeded in meeting the de¬ 
mands of people for many gen¬ 
erations. Years ago, most rural 
Americans desperately needed 
electricity service, since only 10 
percent of all farm houses were 
electrified. Now, however, 99 per¬ 
cent of America’s rural areas 
have an abundant supply of elec¬ 
tricity. The demands placed 

upon electric cooperatives fluc¬ 
tuate as the population varies. 
In the past, the population was 
migrating from the farms to the 
cities. Today the population is 
changing again, but this time, it 

Bill Churchill 

is moving from the cities to the 
farms. From 1990 to 1992 two- 
thirds of our nation’s non-met¬ 
ropolitan counties showed an 
increase in population. This 
means that the severity of the 
need for electric cooperatives 
across the Midwest will once 
again be changing, creating an 
even greater need for electric 
cooperatives to diversify their 
services. 

One of the present challenges 
now being met by electric 
cooperatives is to provide a wa¬ 
ter supply system for rural ar¬ 
eas. As the countryside is becom¬ 
ing more densely populated, the 
amount of herbicides and pesti¬ 
cides being used by farmers is 
also increasing. Most farms are 
not located close to large towns, 
and they have no water source 
other than old ground wells 
which can easily become con¬ 
taminated from the chemicals 
used by farmers. However, these 
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chemicals are extremely vital to 
farmers if they are to continue 
to provide the world’s food sup¬ 
ply. Over 580,000 rural homes 
in the United States have either 
inadequate or unsafe water sup¬ 
plies. Since farmers’ water de¬ 
mands are so great, not only for 
their families but also their 
fields, electric cooperatives are 
heeding the call to supply water 
systems to their farms. Electric 
cooperatives, working in con¬ 
junction with the U.S. Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture, hope to pro¬ 
vide a safe water supply to these 
homes by the year 2000. This 
new role assumed by electric 
cooperatives will help promote 
the economies of the areas in¬ 
volved by making people feel 
safer and more confident in their 
decisions to reside in these 
areas. 

Another way in which the 
electric cooperatives are chang¬ 
ing to meet their members’ needs 
is by offering help for both the 
elderly and the young. They are 
giving assistance to the elderly 
by providing a health care and 
pharmaceutical card which of¬ 

fers discounts where many se¬ 
niors can use them the most. The 
pharmaceutical cards are issued 
in cooperation with many phar¬ 
macies across the nation so us¬ 
ers can enjoy the maximum ben¬ 
efits from them. By changing 
their roles electric cooperatives 
ultimately provide better service 
for many people. 

Of ultimate benefits to their 
future members, electric 
cooperatives are now installing 
interactive televisions in schools 
and medical facilities throughout 
the nation. Since we are now 
stepping into the next generation 
of communications, it is vitally 
important for people everywhere 
to experience these new advance¬ 
ments so they will become tech¬ 
nologically literate. The interac¬ 
tive televisions are also impor¬ 
tant because they open the doors 
to new methods of education for 
students. These teaching tools 
get students out of the classroom 
so they often do not actually re¬ 
alize they are learning because 
they are having so much fun. 
With the use of the interactive 
televisions, students can also 

learn in cooperation with other 
educational institutions. Like¬ 
wise, these interactive televisions 
can be placed in medical facili¬ 
ties so that they are readily avail¬ 
able to doctors, and through 
their use, doctors can keep 
abreast of new procedures and 
findings in their fields. 

Just as a chameleon survives 
by adapting to its surroundings, 
electric cooperatives have also 
endured awhile living by this 
same principle. Cooperatives 
learned long ago that if they were 
to prosper, they must offer what 
people wanted. today, 
cooperatives are creating rural 
water systems, offering health 
care cards to the elderly, and 
placing interactive televisions in 
schools and medical facilities to 
meet their members’ challenging 
needs. Since electric 
cooperatives are so willing to 
keep pace with changing de¬ 
mands, the children of the fu¬ 
ture will never have to answer 
the question, “What would life be 
like without electric 
cooperatives?” 

Budget billing available 
A budget billing payment plan is available to residential consumers of Southern Illinois Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative. 
Budget billing allows customers to pay a fixed amount for 11 months of each year. In the 

12th month, the customer’s billing will be adjusted to bring the account up to date. The budget 
amount each consumer pays will be based on the past 12 months history. 

To qualify for budget billing, a customer: 
1. must be a residential consumer with a rate classification of 01 or 03. 
2. must have been connected for at least one year. 
3. must have a good payment record with the cooperative. 
Customers wanting to change to budget billing will be allowed to do so at the beginning of any 

month. If you are interested in changing to budget billing, or if you have questions about budget 
billing, please contact the office and ask for the billing supervisor. 

Your vote is important. 

Please cast your ballot at your 
Annual Meeting on August 3, 1995. 
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Miss SIEC 
Beauty Pageant 

Eligible young ladies may enter the Miss 
Southern Illinois Electric beauty pageant by 
submitting the entry form below. 

Rules: 16-22 years of age, never mar¬ 
ried, and living in a home served by SIEC. 
Previous first-place winners are not eligible. 

Points will be awarded as follows: 

Interview 40% 
Swimsuit 30% 
Evening Gown 30%. 

Prizes 
First Prize—$150 cash, trophy, sash, 

and all-expense-paid trip to Washington, 
D.C., June, 1996. 

Second Prize—$100 cash, gift, and 
alternate to Washington, D.C., in the event 
the winner cannot participate. 

Third Prize—$75 cash and a gift. Miss 
Congeniality—Trophy. 

Consolation Prizes—$50 cash to each 
entrant. 

Janice Lee Marvel 
Miss Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

Beauty pageant entry form 
I agree to abide by the rules set forth herein and I herewith give my permission for 
the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative to use my picture and name for any 
contest publicity. I further certify that I am a resident in a home served by South¬ 
ern Illinois Electric Cooperative. 

Print Name 

Parents Route & Box 

City/State/Zip Phone 

Birthdate Age Soc. Sec. No. 

Location Customer No 
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Merelyn Cross, whose family has been plagued by contaminated water for years, speaks about the need 
for a good water supply. 

Water 2000 
The guests came to the little 

Union Church in Villa Ridge, deep 
in southern Illinois, on a swelter¬ 
ing July morning, traveling from 
Washington, D.C. and Alabama 
and from points around the state. 
Also gathering at the church were 
people from Villa Ridge and 
nearby towns, people whose co¬ 

operative spirit was being cel¬ 
ebrated as an example for the 
nation. 

July 17 was the “national 
kickofr for Water 2000, a cam¬ 
paign to bring safe, clean water 
to more than one million Ameri¬ 
cans who live without a reliable 
supply. The “2000” is the target 

year for that goal. The federal of¬ 
ficials attending the Villa Ridge 
event were spotlighting 
SouthWater, Inc. as a model re¬ 
sponse to this problem. 
SouthWater is a planned $20 mil¬ 
lion regional water system that 
eventually should serve residents 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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The three young women who attended the Southern Illinois Coopera¬ 
tive Youth Conference paursed for a photo. From left are Amanda Theis, 
Cherie Reeves and Crystal Tarpley. 

Local youth attend conference 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.O.Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Glenn Tripp Union County 
Sec.-treas. Dale Taake Pulaski County 
Vice-Pres Guy Casper Johnson County 

Bob J. Ury Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
Richard D. Moss AlexanderCounty 
George R. Inman Pulaski County 
David L Martin Massac County 
Larry Fisher Massac County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L Wilhoit 
Office Manager Chris L Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.. 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 

Alexander Counties Call: 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 

524-5627 Perry Dailey 

524-3516 Robin Ramage 

524-3518 Lany Joe Keller 

•Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are line¬ 

men. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there may not 

be anyone at home to answer their 

phone 

Amanda Theis, Cherie 
Reeves, and Crystal Tarpley were 
among the 50 students attending 
this year’s Southern Illinois Co¬ 
operative Youth Conference held 
on June 26 and 27 at Southern 
Illinois University at Carbondale. 
Theis, Reeves, and Tarpley’s con¬ 
ference attendance was spon¬ 
sored by Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative. 

This was the second year for 
the conference which is co-spon¬ 
sored by the Illinois Cooperative 
Coordinating Committee (ICCC) 
and the SIUC College of Agricul¬ 
ture. Interested young people at¬ 
tended the event to learn more 
about cooperatives and the coop¬ 
erative way of doing business. 

“We hope to educate and ori¬ 
ent rural youth on the practices 
of cooperatives,” states Dick 
Jergens, vice president of the In¬ 
terstate Producers Livestock As¬ 
sociation (IPLA), one of the ICCC 
organizations sponsoring the 
event. 

Organizers worked hard to 
create an atmosphere that would 
be fun, yet provide them with an 
opportunity to learn valuable 
information. 

“This year’s conference fo¬ 
cused particularly on what it is 
like to work in a cooperative,” ex¬ 
plains Lori Sefton, Assistant 
Dean for External Affairs for the 
SIUC College of Agriculture and 
coordinator of the two day event. 
To maintain this focus, students 
participated in break-out ses¬ 
sions led by cooperative profes¬ 
sionals who talked about their 
businesses and their personal 
careers. 

The ICCC, chaired by Dr. 
Patrick O’Rourke from Illinois 
State University’s Department of 
Agriculture, serves as an advo¬ 
cate and a clearinghouse of in¬ 
formation for Illinois coopera¬ 
tives. ICCC membership includes 
GROWMARK, Inc.; CoBank; 
Farm Credit Services; IPLA; As¬ 
sociation of Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operatives; Illinois Milk Produc¬ 
ers’ Association; Illinois Farm 
Bureau; Illinois Association of 
Community College Agricultural 
Instructors and representatives 
from three Illinois colleges; 
Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale, Illinois State Uni¬ 
versity and Western Illinois Uni¬ 
versity. 
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June storm revisits area 
On June 8 a powerful storm 

rolled through southern Illinois, 
crippling much of SIEC’s electric 
distribution system and leaving 
thousands of members without 
service. The strong winds, which 
were recorded above 70 miles per 
hour, knocked trees over power 
lines and snapped poles. Electri¬ 
cal conductors were downed in 
numerous areas across SIEC’s 
system. A total of about 20 poles 
were broken or damaged. All 
counties in SIEC’s service area 
were affected. 

Once the extent of the dam¬ 
age had been realized, SIEC 
quickly mobilized its forces to 
begin repair work. All of the 
cooperative’s own crews were dis¬ 
patched. In addition, extra help 
was called in from neighboring 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative out 
of Murphysboro. Also, crews were 
called in from Oil Field Electric, 
a contractor which the co-op 
hires for line construction. A to¬ 
tal of seven extra crews were 
used. The cooperative office in 
Dongola was also staffed 24 
hours a day to take outage calls. 

Crews worked from about 
6:30 p.m. Thursday night 
straight through to about 

2:00 a.m. Saturday morning 
before taking a break to sleep. 
Work resumed at 6:30 a.m. Work 
was hampered Friday evening 
when more storms moved in. 
By Sunday morning almost 
everyone’s service was restored. 

In a major outage such as the 
one which occurred on June 8, 
the cooperative receives many 
questions and comments regard¬ 
ing its outage restoration proce¬ 
dure. In situations such as this, 
the cooperative crews try to do the 
most good for the most people in 
the shortest amount of time. 
Crews must start at each substa¬ 
tion and work their way out to 
restore service. For example, 
members who live two miles out 
from the substation cannot have 
their service restored until the 
main line out of the substation is 
energized. Likewise, even more 
lines must be repaired to restore 
service to a member who lives 
four miles from the substation. 
Also, because crews strive to do 
the most good for the most 
people, sometimes individual 
members may be left off tempo¬ 
rarily while a line with many 
members is repaired. Further¬ 
more, the crews try to restore ser¬ 

vice as quickly as possible to 
members who depend on life sup¬ 
port systems. But, as explained 
above, sometimes it is not physi¬ 
cally possible for these members 
to be restored first. The coopera¬ 
tive appreciates the patience of all 
of its members during outages. 
Be assured that everything pos¬ 
sible is being done to restore elec¬ 
tricity as soon as possible. 

The storm brought back 
memories of a similar one which 
occurred June 4, 1993. That 
storm kept some members out of 
power for up to five days and 
caused approximately $600,000 
worth of damage. Counties which 
SIEC serves were declared disas¬ 
ter areas by the federal govern¬ 
ment, and SIEC worked to obtain 
funds from FEMA, the Federal 
Emergency Management Associa¬ 
tion. 

Fortunately, this year’s storm 
was not as devastating. Most 
members had service back by 
Sunday. Estimates are that the 
total cost due to the storm will be 
$300,000. Also, Alexander, 
Pulaski and Union counties have 
been declared disaster areas. The 
cooperative is working again to 
obtain funds through FEMA. 

Uncashed capital credit checks 
The abandoned property as of 

November 30, 1990, includes the 
following names with their last 
known addresses. Refund checks 
issued to these members were re¬ 
turned because of no forwarding 
address. 

Gary Williams, Metropolis 
William O. Clemons, Roodhouse 

William Katris, Gurnee 
Paul Schultz, Mill Creek 
JDonald R. Daniel, Jonesboro 
Luella Watkins, Carbondale 
James E. Dick, Vienna 
Ellen J. Downen, Metropolis 

1994-95 uncashed checks 
Amber Atherton, Dongola 
Flora Carthell, Ullin 

Elizabeth A Gallagher, Metropolis 
Angelique Gilbert, Metropolis 
Maureen Henderson, Brookport 
Robert L. Keeling, Belknap 
Kazuya Nakagawa, McClure 
Howard Nimmo, De Soto 
Howard G. Orne, Cobden 
Mary Pillow, Tamms 
David R Renshaw, Thebes 
Kimberly L. Russell, Anna 

New billing books 
New billing books will be 

mailed in September for your 
October 1 meter reading. If you 

have not received the book by 
October 1, call your cooperative 
office at 618-827-3555 or 1-800- 

762-1400. Please note: if you 
are on budget billing you will 
not receive a book. 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
and rural communities in 
Alexander, Pulaski, Union, 
Johnson and Massac counties. 

SouthWater is one of three 
projects that have been funded 
under the Water 2000 action 
plan; the other two are on the 
Hopi American Indian Reserva¬ 
tion in Arizona, and in an Appa¬ 
lachian community in eastern 
Kentucky. 

Southern Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operative has been the leader of 
this water project, bringing com¬ 
munities together to solve a prob¬ 
lem. That problem involved un¬ 
safe or inadequate wells at some 
homes and farms, and aging 
municipal water systems in need 
of renovation. It was impractical 
for towns to separately seek fund¬ 
ing to repair their individual sys¬ 
tems. A regional water system 
seemed to be the logical answer. 
With the support of local towns 
and residents, SIEC began to 
seek federal loans and grants. 

"These folks just took the ini¬ 
tiative to do it,” said Wally Beyer, 
administrator of the U.S.D.A Ru¬ 
ral Utilities Service (formerly the 
REA). “We didn’t come down here. 
They came to us and said, ‘Look, 
here’s the project.’ They had it all 
put together by the time we saw 
it. That’s the way we like it. With 
the limited federal money and 
personnel available today,” he 
added, “that’s the way it has to 
happen.” 

Some of the guest speakers at 
the Villa Ridge event represented 
federal agencies and medical in¬ 
terests. They pointed out that 
having an adequate water supply 
is a public health matter as much 
as it is a key to local economic 
development. 

The day’s most eloquent 
statements, though, were made 
by someone living right in Villa 
Ridge, Mrs. Merelyn Cross. Her 
story dramatized a situation of 
which most Americans are un¬ 
aware — that not everyone has 
safe, dependable water. 

“Our water is contaminated,” 

Mrs. Cross stated. “We have to 
chlorinate it ourselves about ev¬ 
ery 30 days, then we have to wait 
about five days till that chlorine 
gets out of there. I don’t know 
what it’s doing to our bodies.” 

However, the story Mrs. Cross 
told about the nearby home of her 
mother-in-law was worse. The 
house was due for termite con¬ 
trol, but the exterminator, noting 
how close her water well is to the 
house, was reluctant to treat the 
residence. He was concerned that 
the chemicals would enter the 
well. Meanwhile, Mrs. Cross told 
the audience, her husband’s 
mother was losing weight and the 
family grew concerned. They had 
the well tested and got startling 
results. 

“We were horrified at the con¬ 
tamination that was in that well. 
Even chlorine treatment wouldn’t 
help.” An addition to the house 
had been built years earlier, and 
the bathroom was placed too 
close to the well. Over the years, 
the bathroom pipes deteriorated, 
leaking through the soil to the 
well. 

“You can imagine how terrible 
this is,” she said. 

The children planned to com¬ 
bine their money for a new well 
that would cost up to $10,000. 
“We were ready to sign the con¬ 
tract to get the well built,” Mrs. 
Cross paused and smiled, “...and 
here comes REA with this plan, 
and you can imagine how relieved 
we were.” 

Rising to speak after Mrs. 
Cross, Wally Beyer said simply, 
“That’s Water 2000.” 

Larry Lovell, general manager 
of SIEC and executive vice presi¬ 
dent of SouthWater, spoke about 
the details of the planned water 
system, announcing that the sys¬ 
tem “could be pumping treated 
water by the fall of 1996 or early 
1997.” 

“SIEC and SouthWater are 
two separate entities. Each is de¬ 
signed to operate on its own. They 
will have their own separate 
board of directors.” Lovell said 

that SouthWater will initially be 
managed by SIEC through a 
management contract. Eventu¬ 
ally it will have its own manage¬ 
ment personnel and employees. 
A state-of-the-art water treat¬ 
ment plant is planned. The wells 
will tap into an underground 
aquifer that marks the ancient 
confluence of the Mississippi and 
Ohio rivers. 

The system will be built in 
phases. The first phase, expected 
to total $8.2 million, will serve 
parts of Alexander, Pulaski and 
Union counties. On the customer 
roster are the villages of Pulaski 
and Mill Creek, the McClure-East 
Cape Girardeau Public Water Dis¬ 
trict and the Central Alexander 
County Water District at Olive 
Branch. Individual homes and 
businesses along the Phase 1 
route have also signed up. 

Funding for Phase 1 includes 
a $3 million loan and $3.2 mil¬ 
lion grant from Rural Utilities 
Service, and $1.6 million from 
community development block 
grants administered by the Illi¬ 
nois Department of Commerce 
and Community Affairs. SIEC 
has contributed some “up front 
money” to get the project under 
way, but that amount will be re¬ 
imbursed by SouthWater. 

The day at Villa Ridge con¬ 
cluded with an hour-long tour of 
sites that demonstrated the need 
for a better water supply. 

The noontime heat lent an 
uncomfortable reminder of 
water’s importance to basic hu¬ 
man survival. But as an earlier 
speaker, John Romano of the 
RUS, had noted, “Water means 
more than a cool drink on a hot 
day. It means public health and 
economic opportunity.” It is also, 
he said, a matter of fairness. 
Though people may live off the 
beaten path, they deserve those 
fundamentals that may be taken 
for granted by the rest of the 
country, including safe, plentiful 
water. 
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Larry Fisher is 
Lany Fisher is the newest director on the board 

of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. He was 
appointed by the board on Januaiy 30, 1995, to 
fill the unexpired term of Lawrence Wilke and was 
elected to that post at the August 3 annual meet¬ 
ing of the members. He had served on the nomi¬ 
nating committee since 1984. 

Larry and his wife, Jeanie, make their home 
in rural Karnak. He is a graduate of Karnak High 
School, Paducah Junior College, and Northern 
Arizona University at Flagstaff, with a major in 
zoology and minor in chemistry and sociology. 
While in the armed services he served on the 
search and rescue mission and is a veteran of the 
Vietnam Conflict serving with the 11th Combat 
Engineers. The couple operate the family row crop 
farm in the Karnak area where Larry was born 
and raised. They have three children and two 
grandchildren. 

new director 

Larry Fisher 

1975 capital credits to be returned 
Most of you know that Southern Illinois Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative is a non-profit organization. Any 
profits or margins generated by the cooperative 
are allocated and redistributed to the members in 
the form of capital credits. 

In late 1986, your cooperative began return¬ 
ing capital credits to its members. The first distri¬ 
bution covered the margins earned through 1959. 
Since this first retirement, the board has subse¬ 
quently authorized the return of the margins for 
the years 1960 through 1974. 

At the July meeting, the board authorized the 

return of the capital credits for the year of 1975. 
The total amount authorized for return from mar¬ 
gins earned in 1975 is $158,518.44. Of this 
amount, $102,531.76 is for capital credits allo¬ 
cated and returned to your cooperative from 
Southern Illinois Power Co-operative. To date, 
nearly $1.5 million has now been authorized for 
return to members. We will begin mailing the 1975 
capital credit checks to you later this year. This is 
the cooperative way of conducting business. 

NO RATE INCREASE THIS YEAR! 

Office closing 
The cooperative office will be closed November 10 

to honor those Americans who have served their country 
in the defense of our freedom. 
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Amanda Theis, “Miss Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 1995.” 

Miss Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 1995 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

616/827-3555 P.0. Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Glenn Tripp Union County 
Vice Pres. Guy Casper Johnson County 
Sec.-treas. Dale Taake Pulaski County 

BobJ. Ury Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
Richard D. Moss Alexander County 
George R. Inman Pulaski County 
David L Martin Massac County 
Larry Fisher Massac County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 
Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 
1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 

Alexander Counties Call: 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 

524-5627 Perry Dailey 

524-3516 Robin Ramage 

524-3518 Larry Joe Keller 

‘Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are line¬ 

men. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there may not 

be anyone at home to answer their 

phone 

Amanda Theis, 17-year-old 
daughter of Richard and Julia 
Theis of Dongola, is the new 
“Miss Southern,” She received 
her crown at the annual meet¬ 
ing of the cooperative members 
held at Shawnee Community 
College, Ullin, August 3. Amanda 
is a senior at Dongola High 
School. While in high school, her 
activities include Future Home¬ 
makers of America, Student 
Council, Spanish Club, Pep 
Club, Science Club, varsity soft- 
ball and cheerleader. She was 
listed in the Who’s Who Among 
American High School Students 
two years, was second runner- 
up in the SIEC Youth to Wash¬ 

ington Essay Contest, and re¬ 
ceived the 1993 Best Driver 
Award, and the Presidential 
Physical Fitness Award. For the 
period 1987-1990 she was 
ranked among the best gymnasts 
in the state on the balance beam. 

She has worked as a volun¬ 
teer for the Muscular Dystrophy 
Fund and also laundered the 
varsity basketball team’s uni¬ 
forms. She teaches a tumbling 
class. Her hobbies are reading, 
swimming, drawing and any type 
of sports. As the new Miss South¬ 
ern, she will accompany the 
1996 Illinois Youth Tour partici¬ 
pants on the Youth to Washing¬ 
ton Tour. 
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SIEC board elects new officers 
Immediately following the annual meeting, the SIEC board of directors met to reorganize and elect offic¬ 
ers for 1995-96. Directors for 1995-96 are, front row, from left: president Glenn Tripp, Union County; vice 
president Guy Casper, Johnson County; secretary-treasurer Dale E. Taake, Pulaski County; and Larry 
Fisher, Karnak, Massac County. Back row, from left: attorney Ronald E. Osman, Marion; George R. Inman, 
Pulaski County; David L. Martin, Massac County; Richard D. Moss, Alexander County; Bob J. Ury, Union 
County; and executive vice president and general manager, Larry Lovell. Moss, Taake, and Ury were re¬ 
elected to three-year terms at the meeting. Fisher was elected to fill the unexplred them of Lawrence 
Wilke. 

Sarah Jane Myers 
First runner-up 

Mary Gail Inman Orris Mosby, chairman, 
Second runner-up Nominating Committee 
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Contestants in gowns are, from left: Mary Inman, second runner-up, 16-year-old daughter of Robert and 
Cheryl Inman, Grand Chain; Amanda Theis, “Miss Southern,” and “Miss Congeniality,” 17-year-old daugh¬ 
ter of Richard and Julia Theis, Dongola; Thea Dumas, 16-year-old daughter of Herman and Carolyn 
Dumas, Pulaski; Evelyn Blanchard, 18-year-old daughter of Bobbie and Angela Blanchard, Olmsted; 
Olivia J. Parkins, 18-year-old daughter of Mike and Carol Parkins, Metropolis; Sarah Jane Myers, 1st 
runner-up, 17-year-old daughter of Randall and Linda Myers, Wold Lake; Tiffany McClellan, 18-year-old 
daughter of Randy and Tina McClellan, Karnak; Melody Schierbaum, 17-year-old daughter of Gary and 
Susan Schierbaum, Olmsted; apd Nicole Helman, 17- 
Ridge. 

Beauty pageant judges posed with the new “Miss 
Southern.” From left, Richard Bortz, Vocational 
Education, SlU-Carbondale; Jamie Kelley, Marion, 
“Miss Southern Illinois;” Amanda Theis, Dongola, 
“Miss Southern Illinois Electric of 1995;” Art 
Aikman, Curriculum Instruction, SlU-Carbondale; 
and Dorothy Chamness, Marion, franchise holder 
of the Miss Southern Illinois Scholarship pageant. 
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-year-old daughter of David and Emily Helman, Villa 

Dale and Sue Mowery of Tamms won the grand 
prize, a General Electric 25-inch television with re¬ 
mote control and stand furnished by SIEC. 
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The country is beginning to hear about retail wheeling of electricity. What is it? Who will it ben¬ 
efit? A lot of debate and discussion has been brought forward. The article reprinted below explores the 
history of this type of deregulation and how it would most likely effect you as a member. 

''Wheeling's big losers" copy of article from Rural Electric Newsletter, Wisconsin Statewide. 

Wheeling’s big losers 
Rural, residential and small 

business electric consumers will 
be big losers under any retail 
wheeling scheme, co-op and 
municipal utilities in Wisconsin 
concluded in a recent report. 

“While retail wheeling would 
mean higher utility profits and 
might produce benefits for a few 
very large customers, it is likely 
to increase costs for residential 
consumers and most busi¬ 
nesses,” the joint report said in 
its introduction. “We need only 
examine other deregulated in¬ 
dustries to see a consistently 
bleak picture for the small con¬ 
sumer.” 

Here’s how the report found 
such consumers fared after de¬ 
regulation in other industries: 

Case 1: Gas's gauge 
Natural gas customers have 

recently obtained the ability to 
purchase natural gas from pro¬ 
ducers other than their local gas 
utility. Similar to retail wheeling, 
any customer can choose to pur¬ 
chase natural gas from an out- 
of-state producer and arrange to 
have it transported to the local 
gas utility’s “city gate.” The local 
utility is required to deliver this 
gas to the customer for only a 
small transportation fee. 

Most small energy users 
don’t know about this option. 
Even if they did, it would be im¬ 

practical for most of them to take 
advantage of it. Imagine a resi¬ 
dential consumer or small busi¬ 
ness trying to negotiate contracts 
with natural gas producers and 
interstate pipeline companies. 
Pooling of residential and small 
business loads to form coopera- 

The lesson is clear: 
Retail wheeling is 
likely to reduce 
costs for large cus¬ 
tomers (and) in¬ 
crease costs for 
residential and 
small business cus¬ 
tomers 

tive buying opportunities has not 
emerged, nor is it likely to. Only 
very large gas users are able to 
take advantage of the opportu¬ 
nity offered under natural gas 
transportation. 

That is not to say that all de¬ 
regulation is bad for the public. 
It isn’t. For example, deregula¬ 
tion of wholesale natural gas 
markets has led to significant 
price declines at the wellhead. 
This type of wholesale competi¬ 
tion is generally advantageous for 
customers. If gas deregulation 
had focused only on this whole¬ 

sale market, everyone could have 
shared equitably in the benefits 
of lower gas prices. 

When wholesale competition 
is combined with competition at 
the retail level, the benefits tend 
to flow only to the biggest cus¬ 
tomers. 

Big businesses cherry-pick 
the best deals; the small captive 
customers get left with the rest. 

Case 2: Phony benefits 
We see the same effect on 

residential and small business 
customers in the telecommuni¬ 
cations industry. Residential 
customers have had greater rate 
increases than those experienced 
by businesses. Deregulation 
shifts costs from customers in 
competitive markets to residen¬ 
tial and small business custom¬ 
ers. 

Most telephone customers 
may well be worse off, not better 
off, despite all the hype. Rural 
customers have seen the great¬ 
est rate increases. In a state like 
Wisconsin with a large rural 
population, introducing retail 
wheeling in electric markets is 
likely to further harm rural 
economies. 

Case 3: Flying by 
The implications of airline 

deregulation as they apply to 
electric utility deregulation are 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618-827-3555 P.O.Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Glenn Tripp Union County 

Vice Pres. Guy Casper Johnson County 

Sec.-treas. DaleTaake Pulaski County 
BobJ. Dry Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss Alexander County 
George R. Inman Pulaski County 
David L. Martin Massac County 
Larry Fisher Massac County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 
Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 D.m.. 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

very great. 
From a consumer perspec¬ 

tive, deregulation of the airline 
industry has been a failure. The 
brunt of these impacts has been 
borne by customers lacking ef¬ 
fective choices. In cities where 
one carrier dominates the mar¬ 
ket, consumers have been sub¬ 
ject to what economists refer to 
as “price gouging.” In these mar¬ 
kets, carriers offer fares that are 
35 percent more expensive than 
they would be if the carrier faced 
effective competition. 

This last point is worth pon¬ 
dering. Deregulation in the air¬ 
line industry has led to fewer 
competitors, not more. This 
hurts the consumer. Market 
forces in capital-intensive indus¬ 
tries tend to drive competitors 
out rather than create opportu¬ 
nities for entry. This has been a 
serious problem in the airline 
industry. 

IOUS already preparing 
Electric utilities across the 

nation, including Wisconsin utili¬ 
ties, see the large industrial cus¬ 
tomer sector as one where 
competition will focus. An analy¬ 
sis of recent price trends shows 
how Wisconsin investor-owned 
utilities have been able to lower 
industrial rates. 

A variety of factors have al¬ 
lowed the cost of providing elec¬ 
tric service to remain fairly 
constant for Wisconsin utilities in 
recent years. But Wisconsin’s 
(IOU) residential electric custom¬ 
ers would not necessarily know 

this by looking at their bills. The 
reason: Investor-owned utilities 
have shifted costs from the large 
industrial customers to the resi¬ 
dential customers. Large indus¬ 
trial rates have gone down while 
residential rates have gone up. 

The big winners of recent 
trends have been the large cus¬ 
tomers. Luckily, because electric¬ 
ity costs have been stable, most 
residential customers of these 
large investor-owned utilities 
have seen only small rate in¬ 
creases. But imagine what would 
happen if costs had been rising. 
The residential and small busi¬ 
ness customer would have paid 
the lion’s share of the increase. 

The lesson is clear: Retail 
wheeling is likely to reduce costs 
for large customers (and) in¬ 
crease costs for residential and 
small business customers. 

Conclusion 
The writing is on the wall. 

With retail wheeling, any cost 
reductions will go to large indus¬ 
trial customers, and cost in¬ 
creases will have to be paid for 
by residential and small business 
customers. Economic forces will 
prevent utilities from passing sig¬ 
nificant increases on to the in¬ 
dustrial customers who have real 
competitive alternatives. Nothing 
will prevent these cost increases 
from being passed on to residen¬ 
tial and small business custom¬ 
ers in a retail wheeling 
environment. 

—from Rural Electric News Letter 

Thanksgiving holidays 
The directors and employ¬ 

ees of Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative wish you and 
yours a happy and pleasant 
Thanksgiving. 

The Cooperative office will 
be closed Thursday and Fri¬ 
day, November 23 and 24, for 
the Thanksgiving holidays. 
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Let’s get acquainted! 
Donald Martin, journeyman 

lineman, came to work at SIEC 
in October 1980. He started his 
cooperative career by working as 
janitor. After a few months he 
moved into the forestry depart¬ 
ment and in September 1986 he 
became apprentice lineman. 
Since that time he has qualified 
himself for his present classifica¬ 
tion of journeyman lineman. 

Martin was born and raised 
in the Mounds area, attending 
and graduating from Mounds 
Township High School. Prior to 

work at the Cooperative,he 
worked as a carpenter. He is the 
Tamms Village Marshall and has 
served in that capacity for five 
years. His law enforcement work 
also included nine years in the 
Alexander County Sheriffs office. 
He is a licensed emergency tech¬ 
nician. 

He is married to the former 
Marilyn Stuart. She is owner and 
operator of “Marilyn’s Florist” in 
Tamms. The couple have five 
children and six grandchildren. 
When Don isn’t working, he likes 
to fish and collect baseball cards. 

Correction... 

In the October JAMUP, a 
photo was identified incor¬ 
rectly. This is the correct 
photo of Mary Gail Inman, 
who was selected as second 
runner-up in the Miss South¬ 
ern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Contest competition. 
Mary Gail is the daughter of 
Robert and Cheryl Inman of 
Grand Chain. 

Donald Martin 

1994-95 
Nominating Committee 

The Nominating Committee 
met in June to nominate directors 
for the August 3, election at the 
annual meeting. Top row, from 
left: Charley Littleton, Cypress, 
Johnson County; Robert Heisner, 
Grand Chain, Pulaski County; 
George Holhubner, Olmsted, 
Pulaski County; P.L. Parr, Bun¬ 
combe, Union County. Front row, 
from left: Orris Mosby, Jonesboro, 
Union County; Lynn D. Walquist, 
Karnak, Massac County; and Ri¬ 
chard Walker, McClure, Alexander 
County. 

Office 

The Cooperative office 
will be closed November 10 
to honor those Americans 
who have served their coun¬ 
try in the defense of our free¬ 
dom. 
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Annual 
1995 door prizes 
meeting August 3, 1995 

PRIZE DONOR PRIZE DONOR 
Early Bird 

Living plant Fisher’s Florist 
Assorted spices Brownstown Electric Sup. Robert Travis, Belknap Dongola 

Jessie E. Shelton, Brookport Brownstown, Ind. Presto Fry Daddy Oil Field Electric & Tree 
Casio desktop printer/calculator Daffron & Associates Glenn Winstead, Cobden Trimming, West Frankfort 

James Schierbaum, Vienna Bowling Green, Mo. Rival Crockpot Diversified Electric 
One-year subscription Gazette-Democrat Jessie E. Shelton, Brookport North Little Rock, Ark. 

Doyle Vincent, Dongola Anna Presto electric griddle Oil Field Electric & Tree 
Ray-O-Vac Workhorse flashlight Guy Gray Supply Co. Robert Peeler, McClure Trimming, West Frankfort 
John W. Spaulding, Jr., Villa Ridge Paducah, Ky. Hummingbird feeder & feed Oil Field Electric & Tree 

3 1-steak entree gift certificates Tony's Steak House Gerald Cruse, Dongola Trimming, West Frankfort 
Carl G. Goodman, Dongola Marion 1993 US Mint proof set Henry Petter Supply 

Shirt First Cellular Eichorst Brothers, Ullin Paducah, Ky. 
Kenneth Riley, Karnak Anna Popular Mechanics 20' work light Oil Field Electric & Tree 
Sony AM/FM cassette recorder/player SIEC Phillip C. Brown, Dongola Trimming, West Frankfort 
Robert A. Davis, Dongola Dongola $25 Cashier’s check Anna National Bank 

George McCommons, Dongola Anna 

Final Prizes Sunbeam charcoal grill Oil Field Electric & Tree 

$25 Cashier’s Check Anna National Bank 
Kenneth Walter, Karnak Trimming, West Frankfort 

Cletus Eddleman, Dongola Anna One-month membership Fitness Forum 

10 cup Mr. Coffee Electric Laboratories 
Big Creek Baptist Church, Anna Anna 

W. Glenn Barnett, Karnak Mattoon Hamilton Beach electric knife Oil Field Electric & Tree 

Insta-Furnace Schott Electric Dist. Hazel Cline, Jonesboro Trimming, West Frankfort 

John H. Matlock, Thebes Cape Girardeau, Mo. Lambswool duster with extension rod Building Services 

Black & Decker 2 slice toaster Oil Field Electric & Tree K. Danyl Anderson, Karnak Murphysboro 

Alberta A. Hopkins, Villa Ridge Trimming, West Frankfort Pendleton stadium blanket North Pacific Lumber 

Black & Decker cordless screwdriver Oil Field Electric & Tree 
Bruce W. Land. Buncombe St. Louis, Mo. 

Olas Cook, Anna Trimming, West Frankfort Legal pad portfolio with calculator Stile Office Supplies 

One-year subscription Dongola Tri-County Rec. 
Sarah E. Taake, Ullin Carbondale 

Anderson Church, Karnak Dongola 12-inch Lasco oscillating fan Oil Field Electric & Tree 

Rubbermaid 6 pk. ice chest Edmond's Electric 
Ellis Kesler, Dongola Trimming, West Frankfort 

Israelite Bible Class, Ullin Anna One-year gift subscription Gazette Democrat 

Popular Mechanics 23-pc. socket set Oil Field Electric & Tree 
Charles W. Harvel, Tamms Anna 

William C. Ryan, Ullin Trimming, West Frankfort Hamilton Beach 7-speed blender Oil Field Electric & Tree 

5-qt. lube/oil/filter change Raben Tire Company 
Jimmie Courtright, Jonesboro Trimming, West Frankfort 

Gene F. Horn, Cobden Marion Wet/dry shop vac Oil Field Electric & Tree 

Ozark Trail folding table Oil Field Electric & Tree 
Mike Todd Evers, Belknap Trimming, West Frankfort 

Edward Lessar, Ullin Trimming, West Frankfort 12-cup Mr. Coffee Oil Field Electric & Tree 

Desk telephone Graybar Supply Co. Imogene Closser, Dongola Trimming, West Frankfort 

Ira Dugan Tripp, Cobden St. Louis, Mo. Ice chest combo Oil Field Electric & Tree 

$25 gift certificate for travel time Heartland Travel Robert A. Davis, Dongola Trimming, West Frankfort 

Elva Loven, Metropolis Waterloo $20 coupon and cap McCarver's Repair 

Unisonic checkbook/calculator Oil Field Electric & Tree 
Jody & Buffy Wright, Metropolis Anna 

Albert Hargis, Tamms Trimming, West Frankfort AM/FM stereo cassette player Oil Field Electric & Tree 

Ray-O-Vac workhorse flashlight Guy Gray Supply 
Gustava Lawrence, Tamms Trimming, West Frankfort 

Janet F. Powers, Brookport Paducah, Ky. Two-year gift subscription Pulaski Enterprize 

Bissell carpet sweeper Oil Field Electric & Tree 
Perry S. Miller, Metropolis Pulaski 

Lester Korte, Belknap Trimming, West Frankfort Five-quart lube/oil/filter change Union County Motor 

$15 gift certificate for FS products Fruit Belt Service Co. 
Ernest Pracher, Olmsted Anna 

Harold Billingsley, Buncombe Vienna 12-inch electric skillet United Utility Supply 

Weed Eater/electric blower Oil Field Electric & Tree 
Bobby E. Wright, Karnak Louisville, Ky. 

Harlan Nimmo, Dongola Trimming, West Frankfort Four tickets Cardinal/Braves game WKRO 

Popular Mechanics tool box Oil Field Electric & Tree 
Darrell Larry, Olmsted Cairo 

Calvin Brown, Dongola Trimming, West Frankfort Presto Poplite corn popper Oil Field Electric & Tree 

Rival Crockpot Diversified Electric 
Fern Waddy, Olmsted Trimming, West Frankfort 

Charles Harvel, Tamms North Little Rock, Ark. West Bend ice tea maker WaterFurnace 

Black & Decker Snakelight 
Armon Barnett, Karnak 

Oil Field Electric & Tree 
Trimming, West Frankfort 

T. Ledillon Powers, Olmsted Jacksonville 

brand prize winner 
Portable wet/dry shop vac Oil Field Electric & Tree 
Randy Myers, Wolf Lake Trimming, West Frankfort 25-inch GE color TV with SIEC 

remote & stand 
Mr. Coffee iced tea pot Oil Field Electric & Tree Dale Mowery, Tamms Dongola 
Keith Pick, Grand Chain Trimming, West Frankfort 
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JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI 
published by Southern Illinois Eiectric Cooperative, Dongola, Illinois 

Season’s Greetings 
Directors: 

Glenn Tripp, President 
Guy Casper, Vice President 

Dale E, Taake, Secretary-Treasurer 
David L. Martin 

Raymond C. Snell 
Larry Fisher 

Richard D. Moss 
Bob J. Ury 

Employees: 
Lany Lovell, Manager Barry Clark Pam Lentz 
Chris L. Bennett Enloe Clemons Lany Lingle 
Ken Corzine Perry Dailey Don Martin 
Carl George Ted Earnhart Loraine McGee 
Mike Logeman Janet Eddleman LaRue Parr 
Ron Medlin Bobbie Fisher Jo Porterfield 
Carol Wilhoit Terry Grissom Robin Ramage 
Dennis Abercrombie Leslie Harvel John Rendleman 
Roger Acuff Steve Hoffman Betty Reynolds 
Cindy Aden Charles Holtzclaw Sam Rider 
Dare Aden Lamar Houston Gary Roach 
Pam Bierstedt Lany Joe Keller Leonard Temke 
Cathleen Belcher Linda Keller Stanley Treat 
Sam Brown Thomas Keller Michael Williams 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618-827-3555 P.O.Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Glenn Tripp Union County 

Vice Pres. Guy Casper Johnson County 

Sec.-treas. DaleTaake Pulaski County 
BobJ. Ury Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss Alexander County 
David L. Martin Massac County 
Larry Fisher Massac County 

Manager Larry Lovell 

Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 
Office Manager Chris l. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.. 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

Let’s get acquainted 
LaRue Parr is a SIEC jour¬ 

neyman lineman. He came to 
work for the cooperative as cus¬ 
todian in May 1981. He worked 
as staking engineer for a short 
time, then progressed through 
the qualifying positions in line¬ 
man apprenticeship. 

LaRue is a lifelong resident of 
Union County and is a graduate 
of Anna-Jonesboro Community 
High School. Prior to his co-op 
employment, he worked at Union 
County Hospital in the mainte¬ 
nance department. 

Parr is married to the former 
Sherry Williams. The couple 
make their home in rural 
Dongola. Sherry is presently pur¬ 
suing a degree in elementary 
education. 

As the hat indicates, LaRue 
is a sportsman and especially 
enjoys fishing and hunting. 

LaRue Parr 

Satellite TV services 
available 

to members of 
Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative 

Call toll-free 
1-800-44RURAL (447-8725) 
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IEC Memorial Scholarships offered 
The Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives (IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship Fund was estab¬ 
lished January 1994 by the 
board of directors of the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC), Springfield, 
in order to honor deceased mem¬ 
bers of the “electric cooperative 
family” throughout the state of 
Illinois. Northern Illinois Univer¬ 
sity (NIU) administers the fund. 

Two $ 1,000 scholarships will 
be awarded each year to high 
school seniors throughout the 
state. 

Scholarships must be used 
for educational costs and the 
winner must enter college within 
one year after it is received. The 
recipient must enroll full-time 
(12 hours or more) in an accred¬ 
ited two- or four-year college, 
university or vocational/techni¬ 
cal school in Illinois. 

Scholarships are awarded 
on: (1) grade point average, (2) 
college entrance scores, (3) work, 
(4) volunteer service, (5) school 
participation/activities, (6) bio¬ 
graphical statement, and (7) 
knowledge of electric 
cooperatives demonstrated by a 
short essay. 

Scholarships are divided into 
two categories: 

Sons or daughters of mem¬ 
bers/consumers: 
Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 

erative (SIEC) will evaluate all 
entries and submit the best ap¬ 
plication to the IEC Memorial 
Scholarship Committee forjudg¬ 
ing. 

Sons or daughters of em¬ 
ployees/directors: 
All applications will be for¬ 

warded directly to the IEC Memo¬ 
rial Scholarship Committee for 
judging. 

The IEC Memorial Scholar¬ 
ship Committee will review all 
applicants and select the semi¬ 
finalists. The NIU Scholarship 
Selection Committee will select 
the winner in each category 
based on criteria supplied by the 
IEC Memorial Scholarship Com¬ 
mittee. Awards will be an¬ 
nounced in May 1996 and usable 
in the fall of 1996. 

Applicants must file at 
Southern Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operative by Monday, January 
1, 1996. 

If you have questions con¬ 
cerning the scholarship fund or 
would like to make a tax-deduct¬ 
ible donation, call Southern Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperative at 
800-762-1400 or contact Don 
Wood at the AIEC in Springfield, 
phone 217-529-5561. 

SIEC 
donates 

scholarship 
Pictured (left to right) Ron 
Medlin, SIEC member services 
director, and Dr. Jack Hill, 
Shawnee Community College 
president. Medlin is presenting 
a $500 check for an annual 
scholarship awarded to an SCC 
freshman from within the dis¬ 
trict. Applications are available 
on the SCC campus in early fall 
and awarded in November. For 
more information about the 
scholarship contact the SCC 
Financial Aid Office at 618-632- 
2242. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/December 1995 12c 



Whether you’re out in 
the farm field or out¬ 
side your home, get 
your jobs done the 
safe way. 
Moving the grain 

auger, cutting tree 
branches, raising a 

ladder or tv antenna ... 
anytime you use tall 

equipment, make sure there 

are no electric lines above your work area. 

Don’t start until 
you Stop! 

JM 

SM ■r 

Stop, 
look and 

live. 

w Southern Illnois Electric Cooperative 
An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer 

Electricity, A source of comfort. 

Office closing 
notice 

The Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative office 
will be closed Monday, December 25, to celebrate 
Christmas, and Monday, January 1, 1996, to wel¬ 
come the New Year. 
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