
The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Those of you old enough to re¬ 
member the old “Family Feud” televi¬ 
sion program may recall that 
contestants were asked to respond to 
a series of questions and then their 
responses were compared to an “au¬ 
dience survey.” For the past several 
years, your Cooperative has been pe¬ 
riodically surveying its “audience,” the 
membership, in order to obtain infor¬ 
mation which will enable us to serve 
you better. The last such survey oc¬ 
curred in 1992. Among the survey’s 
findings: 

• Over 82 percent of SouthEastern 
members live in single family homes, 
while 15 percent live in mobile homes, 
and 2 percent live in apartments. 

• Over 84 percent of SouthEastern 
members live in homes of 2,000 
square feet or less. Some 14 percent 
live in homes larger than 2,000 square 
feet, and 1.6 percent of those respond¬ 
ing to the survey reported their homes 
to contain more than 3,000 square 
feet of living area. 

• Over 63 percent of SouthEastern 
members have lived in the same house 
for seven years or more. Some 30.3 
percent have lived in the same house 
for more than three years, and almost 
6 percent have lived in their houses 
less than one year. 

• Surprisingly, almost 98 percent 
of the respondents indicated they ei¬ 
ther owned or were buying their 
homes. 

• Two family members comprise 
the majority of SouthEastern house¬ 

holds (41 percent). Single occupant 
households reported in at 16.7 percent 
and three and four-member households, 
are tied at 18 percent each. Some 6 per¬ 
cent of the respondents indicated more 
than five residents in their household. 

• When asked to identify their prin¬ 
cipal source of income, 48 percent of 
those responding to the survey listed 
Social Security and/or other pensions. 
Some 23 percent listed factory or indus¬ 
trial work, and about 8 percent listed 
farming as their principal income. Over 
7 percent listed service work, and 6 per¬ 
cent listed office or sales work as their 
main income source. About one in 20 
respondents (5 percent) indicated they 
were dependent on government or other 
outside aid as their principal income 
source. 

• The estimated 1992 median income 
for SouthEastern respondents was 
$23,331. Over 30 percent listed an an¬ 
nual income of less than $15,000, with 
one in 20 (5 percent) listing a yearly in¬ 
come of less than $5,000. Almost 25 
percent had a yearly income between 
$15,000 and $24,999, while 14 percent 
had incomes of between $25,000 and 
$34,999. Twelve percent had incomes 
between $35,000 and $44,999, while 8 
percent had incomes between $45,000 
and $54,999. Some 11 percent reported 
incomes greater than $55,000 per year. 

• Based on survey information, some 
31 percent of the respondent households 
had no working residents. Almost 44 
percent listed one working resident in 

(Continued on page 16c) 
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Jean displays a tableful of her many reverse-painted works. 

Backward painter 
Often, if you say a person is 

“backward,” they take offense. 
Imogene “Jean” Delap of 
Broughton is a backward painter, 
and doesn’t care who knows it. 
She paints on glass, so the de¬ 
tails go on first, then the rest of 
the work. 

When she gets done, the back 
of the paintings look awful. Turn 
them over, though, and you have 
a real work of art. But she got into 
painting on canvas long before 
she started working on her cur¬ 
rent art form. 

Her husband, Bill, who’s a 
director of Hamilton County Tele¬ 
phone Co-op, kind of got her 
started in painting. “He had 
talked to a woman who thought 
I might be interested,” she says, 
“and she offered to teach me. He 
suggested I try it, so I did. 

‘That was in 1976,” she con¬ 
tinues, “and I went for a few les¬ 
sons. She showed me how to 
prepare a canvas, and what 

brushes to use, how to do the 
background and how to work in 
the foreground. Then I just 
stopped going. A lot of what I’ve 
learned is self-taught. I still paint 

Used Christmas lights become 
pins. 

on canvas—using oils—but not 
as much as I used to.” 

In addition to all kinds of ar¬ 
tistic efforts, she also helps 
around the family farm, where a 
herd of ostriches is now the main 
attraction. “I used to do a fair 

amount of farm-type work with 
Bill and our sons, David and 
Kevin,” she says with a chuckle, 
“but now I’m just a gofer; I take 
care of the grandkids as much as 
I can, too.” 

The grandkids, daughters of 
Kevin and his wife, Melinda, give 
Jean the chance to do a little ar¬ 
tistic stuff, too. “I finally got my 
girls to make pretty things for,” 
she says. Michelle is 11, Kristina 
is 9 and Danielle is almost 5. 
Jean delights in making match¬ 
ing outfits for them. 

“We were out west one time,” 
she says, “and we saw some re¬ 
ally nice-looking little blouses. I 
started to buy three of them un¬ 
til I saw the price tags. After I got 
my breath back, I decided I could 
make some every bit as nice for 
about a third of what they 
wanted.” A photo of the girls, in 
very nice matching blouses, is 
proof that her efforts were suc¬ 
cessful. 

16b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/January1995 



While all that was going on, 
Jean, who had grown up sewing, 
also started making stuffed ani¬ 
mals. 

‘They’re from patterns,” she 
says, “and if you follow the pat¬ 
tern you get a basic doll. You can 
add your own artistic touches as 
desired, and I did.” She made 32 
for one woman, and several for 
other people. One went to Colo¬ 
rado, and she shipped two to 
Ohio. 

“I take burned-out Christmas 
tree light bulbs,” she says, “and 
paint decorations on them. Then 
I glue a pin to the back so it can 
be worn on the lapel. The kids 
take them to school. I sell them 
and the dolls, and give away a lot 
of my paintings. I’ve done some 
‘praying hands’ paintings for my 
father, who is a retired Method¬ 
ist minister.” 

In about 1982, a friend 
showed Jean a “reverse” paint¬ 
ing on glass, and noted that she 
had gone to a demonstration at 
the local Extension Center and 
had watched the process. She 
said, “Jean, you’ll like this,” and 
it turned out that she was right. 

Quilting is another pastime, 
and Jean chuckles that she 
made a big quilt not long ago and 

entered it in the Popcorn Day ac¬ 
tivities at Ridgway. 

“I didn’t enter it in the quilt¬ 
ing competition,” she says, “but 
in the fabric painting one. It won 
best of show.” 

The quilt was the basis of a 
slight misunderstanding be¬ 
tween her and her granddaugh¬ 
ters, though. It consisted of many 
squares, each with a different 
bird painted on it, all sewed to¬ 
gether and made into a quilt. 

“I had pieces with robins, 
cardinals, eagles and the like,” 
she says, “and the girls said, 
‘Grandma, you need a roadrun¬ 

ner’. So I went to the library and 
found a picture of a roadrunner 
and painted one kind of like it. 

“The girls took one look at it 
and said, ‘Grandma, that’s not 
the roadrunner’. They were 
thinking of the cartoon charac¬ 
ter, who doesn’t really look that 
much like the real bird. They 
were still tickled when I won best 
of show.” 

The kids are getting inter¬ 
ested too, Jean says, and already 
help with some painting. Years 
from now they may be entering 
art items of their own—maybe 
with a cartoon roadrunner? 

One of Jean’s unusual works of art. 

Manager's Column 
(Continued from page 16a) 
the household, and some 26 per¬ 
cent reported having two or more 
working residents. 

• About half of the survey re¬ 
spondents (51 percent) were 
male, while just less than half (46 
percent) were female. The re¬ 
maining 3 percent of the surveys 
were completed as a joint effort 
of females and males. 

• Some 65.7 percent of the 
respondents listed their age as 
between 31 and 65; 23.8 percent 
reported they were over 65, and 
10.5 percent reported they were 
30 years of age or younger. 

• The estimated median 
power bill in 1992 was $81.23, 
which is virtually identical to the 
1989 and 1986 estimated me¬ 

dian power bills of $81.20 and 
$82.33, respectively, with 76 per¬ 
cent of the respondents report¬ 
ing “home use” as their principal 
consumption of electric energy. 
Twenty percent noted “farm and 
home use” as being the major 
consumer of electric energy and 
about 1 percent reported “farm 
use” only. 

• Electric heat was the choice 
of almost 36 percent of the re¬ 
spondents followed by propane at 
31 percent, wood/coal at 16 per¬ 
cent, and natural gas at 16 per¬ 
cent. 

• When asked about their 
general feelings toward 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric, 87 
percent of the respondents re¬ 
ported they felt “positive” toward 
their Cooperative. Ten percent 

reported neutral feeling toward 
the Cooperative and 1.5 percent 
reported they had negative feel¬ 
ings toward the Cooperative. 

These surveys provide 
needed information which helps 
us to serve you better and as a 
result, your Cooperative has 
elected to participate in such pro¬ 
grams and LIHEAP, which pro¬ 
vided energy assistance to low 
income families. Also, as a result 
of the surveys, your Cooperative 
has also designed and imple¬ 
mented a budget payment plan 
to assist the large numbers of 
SouthEastern families living on 
fixed incomes. Thanks again to 
everyone who took the time to 
take part in the previous surveys, 
and as always, “we’ll keep the 
lights on for you.” 
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New members of your cooperative 
Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family in October 1994! 

Patrick Bond 
Val Conner 
Gladys Johnson 
Erman L. Lane 
Steve Boren 
Stella Watson 
Donald Alan Craddock 
Patsy J. Garner 
James P. Gundlach 
Michael A. Hoxworth 
Gordon Lantrip 
Martin J. Moffett 
Kim Stalions 
Jeff Ticer 
Farrow Mack Johnson 
Eddie Beavers 
David Bolen 
Eva L. Clements 
Tammy D. Dawson 
Billy Godbey 
Julia Hahn 
William Hopkins 
Bernice Jasurda 
Larry V. Lemasters 
William R. Mahoney 
Jeromy Scott Mocaby 
Larry S. Paskon 
Michael E. Smith 
Robert J. Wells III 
Mike Boyd 
Jeff Cowsert 
Eugene Kandal 
Michelle McCulloch 
Meril G. Queen Sr. 
Tracy S. Wright 

Ruby J. Dixon 
Michael Genovese 
Michael K. Harvel 
David Hurley 
Robert Scott McBride 
Patti Novak 
Jeffrey B. Swift 
Kenneth W. Trigg 
Tina Bain 
Allen J. Beckmann 
Robert P. Champlin 
Michael Scott Gopher 
Mark A. Doss 
Kathryne L. Gunter 
Tracy W. Harris 
Melissa Hudson 
Linda Kurtz 
Ford Lewis 
Cynthia M. Miller 
Heath Nicholson 
Karen E. Price 
Monty Sullivan 
Danny R. Williams 
Sherri L. Casteel 
Jason Hawes 
Korte & Luitjohan Exc 
Daniel Steven McGhee 
Madison L. Robinson 
David A. Cobb 
Sony C. Ethridge 
Timothy J. Graczyk 
Cynthia Hosick 
Scott A. Lambert 
Marilyn Malone 
Lafayette Price 

Lisa Taylor 
Glenda Williams 
Carleen Barger 
Jean Berger 
Melissa Chrostoski 
G.E. Coultas 
Robert J. Fogel 
Scott Hafeli 
Scott W. Holman 
Jean Iverson 
Daniel L. Lafond 
Tina Lindsey 
Dirk Milligan 
Andrew Palmer 
Mary F. Sagness 
David Tarlton 
Lisa Faye Winters 
Robert Winters 
Cameron Mitchell 
Donald B. Cuny 
Kendra Burgess 
Clarence Clutts Jr. 
Gregoiy J. Crouch 
Bruce English 
Gibbs Construciton 
John Helmly 
D. Hopgood 
Roy A. Hunt 
William L. Joiner II 
Martin G. Lowery 
Clyde H. Martin 
Linda Miller 
Terry W. Mott 
Scott Opp 
Kelley D. Richmond 

Richard Roubik 
Lowell D. Spiller 
Joe F. Turley 
Jamie Wambugu 
David R. Cole 
Phyllis Gray 
Charles A. Lash 
Robert D. Rice 
Leslie J. Summers Sr. 
Martin L. Banks 
Jack L. Wyant 
Darlene M. Arnold 
David K. Babington 
John David Bybee 
Paul D. Cobb Jr. 
C.R. Davis 
Wm. Floodeen 
Robert W. Glass 
R. Hickam 
Tammy F. Huckelberry 
Cheryl Jackson 
Marshall W. Laird 
Brian K. McBee 
Kenneth J. Martin 
David D. Mitchell 
Milton Neumann 
Belinda Penrod 
Theresa S. Rose 
Leon Sanders 
Sonia D. Tarlton 
Roger Turner 
James C. White 
Norman Beisner 
Teny L. Hall 
Delbert E. McCormick 

Brian Rorer 
Jeanette Way land 
Terry Hodges 
Becky D. Beasley 
Hazel Burris 
Stephen R. Brown 
Ricky Carmickle 
Nelson Collier 
Dale D. Davis 
Juanita Giacomelli 
Illinois One Bank 
Donald J. Hill 
Stewart B. Hungate 
Kevin Johnson 
Marilyn Lindhorst 
Heath Mann 
James D. Mathis 
Rickey D. Moss 
Jack Noller 
Chris Rann 
Henderson Powell 
Vickie L. Smith 
Robert Trench 
Russ Voight 
Paul L. Kerley 
Angela Belcher 
Robert Johnston 
Mark R. Moerchen 
Robert L. Slater 
Susie Woodring 
E.O. Jones 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your ser¬ 
vice panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
paneljust below the meter socket. If the breaker is in 
the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring ap¬ 
pears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” posi¬ 
tion. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may- 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays 
(from 4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to 
re port, outages or emergencies. If you do not receive 
an answer or if the phone is busy, please call 1-800- 
833-2611 or 273-2611 (COLLECT) to report your out¬ 
age or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering 
your call the account name and location number as it 
appears on the envelope that contains your billing tick¬ 
ets. 

-2611   
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Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Reminisce to January, 1950, when 
Harry “Give’em Hell” Truman was Presi¬ 
dent, America was not yet involved in the 
Korean Conflict, and myriad wisps of blue- 
white smoke dotted the Southern Illinois 
landscape. This smoke was the by-prod¬ 
uct of the most common heating source 
of the day — coal. Almost every home at 
that time featured a coal pile as an unat¬ 
tractive, but necessary part of the land¬ 
scape. These coal piles served to feed the 
hungry fireplaces and big, pot-bellied fili- 
greed cast iron stoves which were so com¬ 
mon at the time. The few homes not having 
a back yard coal pile, most likely had ad¬ 
vanced to the state of the art heating sys¬ 
tem of the day — the famous 
“Stokermatic” furnace. Typically this up¬ 
graded heating system was installed in 
homes with basements and featured a 
steel door inserted in the basement wall 
through which the special grade stoker 
coal was dumped. (As I recall, it was con¬ 
siderably smaller than regular pile coal 
and didn’t throw nearly as well.) The 
stoker furnaces themselves were onerous 
in appearance and featured an array of 
bandaged tubes which snaked their way 
to the different rooms of the home. There 
were no blowers in the system, and the 
commercial term used to explain the heat 
transfer was “gravity flow.” This was, of 
course, quite confusing to elementary stu¬ 
dents being taught that “gravity” was the 
force holding them and other objects to 
the earth’s surface. Nevertheless, these 
furnaces worked remarkably well, despite 
the fact they often brought images of Me¬ 
dusa to mind, and although much has 
been written convicting television for the 

dissolution of the American family, the 
“Stokermatic” and the genre of central heat¬ 
ing systems that followed should be consid¬ 
ered accessories to the crime. On the other 
hand, the old pot- bellied stove was a focal 
point of family attention, particularly on a 
sub-zero night, and few family members 
strayed far from it, at least until bed time. 

Forty-five years later, in January 1995, 
over 35 percent of SouthEastern members 
are still heating their homes with coal. How¬ 
ever, there are no coal piles in their yard, 
nor bins in their basements. Their homes 
are chimneyless and smokeless, for the coal 
supplying the heat for these homes is being 
burned miles away, at the Southern Illinois 
Power Co-operative in Marion. Even there, 
most of the time, there is no old fashioned 
smoke as we knew it in the 1950s, just white 
puffs of steam as Southern Illinois coal is 
burned, its sulfur content being vastly re¬ 
duced by the process known as scrubbing, 
which uses Southern Illinois limestone to 
capture the coal’s sulfur molecules. 

The homes being referred to, of course, 
have electric heat, but electricity isn’t really 
a fuel like coal, oil, natural gas or wood. Elec¬ 
tricity is merely a means of delivering en¬ 
ergy, energy which can be obtained from a 
variety of fuels, even trash. About 40 per¬ 
cent of the fuel used at the Southern Illinois 
Power Co-operative is carbon refuse mate¬ 
rial, much of which is being reclaimed from 
abandoned mine sites. This not only helps 
to keep costs low, but is also helping to clean 
up decades of past environmental damage. 

Best wishes to each member in 1995 
and as always, “We’ll keep the lights on for 
you.” HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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Andrew Hamp with an engine he modeled. John Mondino Larry and Carol Anderson 

*ft» 

John D. Harrington Don Barger and a model house Jane Thomas 

Interesting people needed! 
SouthEastem Illinois Electric 

Cooperative members are a var¬ 
ied and interesting bunch. 
They’re talented, resourceful, 
creative, and many have an en¬ 
trepreneurial bent that just won’t 
quit. Many have fascinating hob¬ 
bies or have done interesting 
things. 

We’ve run stories about sev¬ 
eral of them, so you could vicari¬ 
ously enjoy the variety of 
interests. We’ve told you about 
our visit with Lowell Edwards, a 
Pankeyville insurance man who 
uses a jigsaw blade as fine as the 
hair of a horse’s mane to make 
tiny figurines out of wood chips. 
Lowell’s story showed up later in 
the main body of the REN. 

We featured Bob Wilson and 
his collection of arrowheads, as 

well as his interest in lapidary 
work and rock spheres. His wife, 
Ruth, shared in that story. When 
we got there to look at Bob’s stuff, 
we saw her framed photos and 
some of her paintings and 
worked them into our story. 

We did a squib on Gary 
DeNeal, who owns and operates 
Springhouse Magazine out of his 
home down in the hills and 
hollers of his beloved Southern 
Illinois. Gary notes that 
Springhouse is “an adventure 
shaped like a magazine,” and 
that it sells well even beyond the 
immediate area. He also operates 
a radio show and bookstore out 
of the home, thanks largely to the 
fact that UPS will go just about 
anywhere these days. 

We profiled Sona Thomas, 

who came back from California 
to build a bed and breakfast op¬ 
eration—The House of Nahum— 
near Rudement. Bob 
Butterworth, who’d worked and 
traveled over much of the world, 
was featured in that story too, 
also having come home—to de¬ 
velop the old home place. His 
operation is Sally Holler Estates, 
and Sona was one of the early 
purchasers of a lot. 

We trekked out to Eddyville 
to do a short piece on Sue Jack- 
son and her Little Creek Archery 
Range, a “walk-through” opera¬ 
tion that’s a little like a sporting 
clays place, but for bowhunters 
looking for deer, elk and the like. 
Sue notes that her husband, 
Leonard, was an avid tourna¬ 
ment shooter, and she built the 
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Mark Migas at San Damiano. 

range to keep him home a little 
more. 

Kay Kimmel piqued our in¬ 
terest, or got our goat, with her 
goat farm called “Kimmel’s 
Korner,” which was home to 
about 100 goats—and still count¬ 
ing. She’s a former high school 
home economics and English 
teacher at McLeansboro, and she 
and her husband, Joe, got some 
goats to keep the horses calm. 

We stopped by Burton’s Cafe 
in Whittington for lunch one day 
and happened to see a photo of a 
B-29 bomber on the wall. We 
learned that the former owner of 
the place, Orval Jones, had gone 
off during World War II to become 
a pilot, and had wound up flying 
the big Boeings in the Pacific, even 
though he’d gotten there too late 
to see combat. His son, Bob, op¬ 
erates the place now, and daugh¬ 
ter Nancee works there, too. 

We headed for rural Herod to 
visit Andrew Hamp, and talked 
to him about his hobby of gen¬ 
eral tinkering and building model 
engines, mostly in brass. He was 
featured in the main body of the 
REN, later on. 

We couldn’t resist doing a 
story on Glen Johnston and his 
beagles, so we went up to Akin 
for that dog-goned story, and 
Glen told us that his life had gone 
to the dogs years ago, back when 
he was a kid. 

We headed south for the story 
of San Damiano, a Catholic re¬ 
treat near Rosiclare, and talked 
to Mark Migas, administrative 
manager. While the place was 

intended as a religious retreat, 
Mark notes that it is an ideal 
place to serve as a base for ex¬ 
ploring Southern Illinois, and 
that rooms are rented to people 
just looking for the particular 
kind of peace and quiet that’s so 
abundant in that area. 

John Mondino of rural 
Mulkeytown was featured along 
with his flint knapping hobby, 
and he was also featured in the 
January, 1995 issue of the REN. 
In addition to “rock beating,” as 
he calls it, he also sells a line of 
flint knapping tools at “knap- 
ins,” which are places knappers 
go to interact, look for bargains, 
swap yarns and so on. We 
thought it was an interesting 
hobby. 

A short motoring trip took us 
to Thompsonville, where Dwain 
McFarland told us about his 
growing business of ostrich grow¬ 
ing. He told us all kinds of inter¬ 
esting things about the big birds, 
including the fact that their hides 
make fine leather, that eggs are 
worth a lot of money, and that 
there is a slowly but steadily 
growing market for the meat. 

Charles Blackman, long-time 
Harrisburg resident, was an easy 
story: he wrote most of it, and it 
dealt with the history of Saline 
County and Southern Illinois, 
which are intermingled enough 
that the history of one is the his¬ 
tory of the other. And he empha¬ 
sized that history, done right, is 
fascinating, not boring. 

Lindell Coriasco, chief of the 
Williamson County Fire Protec¬ 
tion District, told us that he 
thought his group was an inter¬ 
esting one, and offered to let us 
do a story on it. We agreed, and 
we did. The group was also fea¬ 
tured on the cover of the Janu¬ 
ary, 1993 REN. 

We were back in Mulkeytown 
later on, to do a story on the 
Silkwood Inn, an early-day form 
of the truck stop and impromptu 
orphanage. It was the site of an 
enduring romantic legend, as 
well as several overland turkey 
drives. John Crowe and his wife, 
Jean, bought the place without 

knowing what was there, and 
were persuaded to give the 
burned-out hulk of a building to 
the Mulkeytown Area Historical 
Society. They did much of the 
restoration, too. 

Late fall in Southern Illinois 
means deer, and we stopped by 
a deer hunt near Raleigh, to do a 
quick story on that annual ac¬ 
tivity. Deer hunting time in 
Golconda means lots of deer and 
a fair amount of festivities, and 
we did part of our story on the 
Golconda Deer Festival, over 
which Trish Taber reigned as 
queen. 

We visited Ronald 
Travelstead and did a story on 
him and his mini-wagons, a 
beautifully made wagon and 
stagecoach. Don Barger, a retired 
employee, was doing somewhat 
similar work in Golconda, mak¬ 
ing miniature cabins to help keep 
the area’s history alive. 

While many of our stories are 
about hobbies and the like, we’re 
not at all reluctant to sink our 
fangs into a story of a business, 
if given half a chance. Back in 
Mulkeytown—again—we did a 
story on the Anderson Overhead 
Door Company, which is oper¬ 
ated by Larry and Carol Ander¬ 
son, and Larry’s brother, Cecil. 
Business-oriented stories are like 
other things—when it rains it 
pours. We did stories on the River 
Rose Inn B & B in Elizabethtown, 
operated by Don and Elisabeth 
Phillips, and The Silk Stocking 
Inn in Golconda, which is owned 
by Dan Wede and operated by 
Bonnie Barger. We also profiled 
the Thomas House B & B, near 
Ridgway, in Gallatin County. 
Jane Thomas operates it. We also 
did a review of a book by three 
Southern Illinoisans, which 
spelled out the area’s attractions. 
“Enjoy Southern Illinois” is avail¬ 
able at area bookstores, and con¬ 
tains a wealth of information. We 
swung by the Shawnee Hills Elk 
Farm, operated by Gary and Ocie 
Paxton, to give you a peek into 
that operation. Since their bull, 
King Louie, was out of sorts, you 
may have noticed a scarcity of 
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photos. Some days are like that, 
it seems. 
We visited J. D. Harrington, who 
does woodworking to keep busy. 
He built a five-foot tall clock. He 
made 1,825 cutouts, and spent 
102 hours sawing. It only took 
100 hours to glue the whole thing 
together! 

We found all these people and 
places interesting, and hope you 
did, too. While we’ve profiled doz¬ 
ens of people over the years, we’d 
like to do more. If you have a 
hobby or pastime or interest or 
sideline business you think 
would be interesting to our mem¬ 
bers, or if you know a member 

who does, please call us at the 
co-op and well get in touch. It’s 
a fairly painless process, and 
doesn’t cost you anything. If you 
call our toll-free number, even 
the phone call’s free. We’re at 1- 
800-833-2611. Please call us. 
Well be glad you did! 

New members of your cooperative 
Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative 

family in November 1994! 

Brenda L. Book 
Alberta Cole 
First Church of God 
Ida M. Haney 
Danny R. Kerley 
Blair J. Mayfield 
Angela K. Paris 
Terry B. Short 
Earl E. Underwood 
Claude Cullum 
Ronald E. Thomas 
Rhea Eva Williams 
Rodger B. Barefoot 
Garnetta Dutton 
Rhonda Foster 
Cheryl A. Gushi 
Amy Howat 

Kathryn Kent 
Louis M. Lutostankski 
Ray R. Nance 
Venita Personette 
Darvin G. Reed 
Virgie M. Sanford 
Tony K. Spear 
Roy G. Stevers 
Dianne A. Young 
David L. Degrave 
Lori Leeper 
Steven J. Wilson 
Shannon L. Bowlby 
James Thomas Conley 
Gary Fitzpatrick 
John T. Heal 
Dennis D. King 

Tony Maze 
Doris Robbs 
John R. Stevers 
Donald E. Wargel 
Bud Mason 
Norma Jean Tolbert 
Loren T. Worthen 
Sherry Clemmons 
Paul Evans 
Melisa Fulkerson 
Michael J. Hall 
Tom Hrabusicky 
Darrell E. Knight 
Barry McIntosh 
Eldridge Parker 
Bobby Pipkins 
Heather D. Reed 

Megan L. Schultz 
Wetzel L. Spence 
Lawrence G. Wargel 
Robert D. Lambert 
K. Faulkner 
Roderick J. Rubens 
Armand A. Brueggert 
Terry Denham 
Burlie R. Griffin 
Ginger G. Johnson 
Robert Korte 
Russell E. Moon 
Audrey M. Seals 
Tim Suhling 
Jennifer Winters 
Gerald Murphy 
Shannon Mari Tolbert 

Frank H. Ackerman 
Bobby R. Craine 
Conoco, Inc. 
Deborah A. Gillis 
Larry S. Hamilton 
Evelyn A. Jones 
James A. Long 
Jon D. Mohring 
Sallie Jo Paugh 
Don Proulx 
Nadine Samples 
Michael S. Short 
Nikki Stanley 
Mark Wilson 
David Matier 
Gregory A. Gwinn 
David A. Smith 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your ser¬ 
vice panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
panel just below the meter socket. If the breaker is in 
the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring ap¬ 
pears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” posi¬ 
tion. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays 
(from 4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to 
report outages or emergencies. If you do not receive 
an "answer or if the phone is busy, please call 1-800- 
833-2611 or 273-2611 (COLLECT) to report your out¬ 
age or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering 
your call the account name and location number as it 
appears on the envelope that contains your billing tick¬ 
ets. 

-2611   
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The SOaTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Occasionally someone asks why it 
is necessary for SouthEastern’s em¬ 
ployees and Trustees to attend out-of- 
state training programs. Although we 
attempt to employ the most competent 
and qualified employees, their already 
acquired technical skills must be 
honed to meet the specific needs of 
SouthEastern. Likewise, the Trustees 
who are democratically elected from the 
membership, have already proven 
themselves successful in business and 
civic organizations; however, your Co¬ 
operative is a complex $65-million cor¬ 
poration which has a long-term goal of 
providing high quality electric service. 
Such a goal requires extensive train¬ 
ing, education and development. 

For example, all of SouthEastern’s 
linemen and utility servicemen have 
completed at least three years of tech¬ 
nical education combined with an 
equivalent amount of on-the-job train¬ 
ing. In addition, many have completed 
training in various specialized areas 
such as underground cable fault de¬ 
tection, energized line maintenance, 
pole climbing, and protective device co¬ 
ordination. Our senior engineering per¬ 
sonnel are not only schooled in line 
design, but also are retrained periodi¬ 
cally to help them keep abreast of ever 
changing construction codes and gov¬ 
ernmental regulations. Metering of 
electric energy consumption is one of 
the most rapidly changing segments of 
our industry, and there too, our em¬ 
ployees are well trained in the latest 

technological applications and are on par 
with any utility in the area. 

In the data processing area, our per¬ 
sonnel have been thoroughly trained in 
applications germane to the Cooperative’s 
NCR “9811” computer system, and senior 
billing personnel have been taught to re¬ 
trieve information promptly in order to 
respond to member inquiries concerning 
their respective accounts. 

Our forestry employees have all com¬ 
pleted a 12-month training period and are 
licensed as “Pesticide/Herbicide Opera¬ 
tors” by the State of Illinois. 

In regard to the Cooperative’s Board 
of Trustees which has the ultimate deci¬ 
sion-making authority for SouthEastern; 
it is crucial that each understands the 
concepts and issues, and addresses them 
effectively in the board room. Since 
SouthEastern’s Trustees are selected di¬ 
rectly from the membership, it is essen¬ 
tial they be brought up and kept up to 
date on current Cooperative issues. To 
accomplish this requires participation in 
a series of training programs and atten¬ 
dance at periodic updating sessions. 

In a world of constant change, the 
training, education and development of 
personnel is of utmost importance if 
SouthEastern is to meet its goal of pro¬ 
viding quality electric service at a com¬ 
petitive price. 

In recognition of this fact, your Coop¬ 
erative is participating with the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives and 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative 

(Continued on page 16d) 
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Michael LeVault and Kathryn 
French have set up shop-The 
Mississippi Delta Micro Brewery, 
Inc., just south of West Frankfort. 
They offer half a dozen kinds of 
premium beers, as well as a se¬ 
lection of complete meals. 

Micro 
brewery 

opens near 
West 

Frankfort 

Michael LeVault and Kathryn 
French have a new operation go¬ 
ing just south of West Frankfort 
that’s unlike anything you’ll find 
anywhere else in the area. 
They’ve had a microbrewery and 
restaurant—The Mississippi 
Delta Micro Brewery—cooking 
since last October. 

The husband and wife team 
got into the business in a back- 
handed kind of way, Mike says. 
“We live in a wooded area next 
door, and there was a house on 
this place that was nearly 90 
years old, as nearly as we can tell. 
We actually bought the place 
kind of in self defense, and didn’t 
have any real plans for it.” 

For years, they’d brewed their 
own beers, trying different reci¬ 
pes and generally experimenting. 
He’s part owner of an insurance 
business, and she’s a professor 
at the SIU-C department of 
speech communication. As they 
traveled around the country in 
their jobs, they fell into the habit 
of visiting microbreweries, and 
had been to several. 

“We went to one in Salem, 
Oregon,” Kathryn says, “and it 
was in an old converted farm 
house. And we went to a restau¬ 
rant that had been built in a con¬ 
verted schoolhouse.” 

Even so, nothing happened 

immediately. Shortly after they 
got back, she says, they were 
talking about those establish¬ 
ments. “It was kind of a mutual 
‘What would you think of the idea 
of building a microbrewery’,” she 
says, “and the plan took off from 
there.” 

Mike takes over the story 
from there. “The house had sat 
empty for six years,” he says, 
“and as you can imagine, it had 
gone downhill quite a bit. But we 
wanted to save as much of it as 
we could, and preserve some of 
its homey atmosphere. We took 
out a lot of the knotty pine in 
some of the rooms, and used it 
in the bar, which replaced a 
couple of bedrooms. 

“We decided that we wanted 
more than just a bar, so we built 
in a kitchen, too, to make the 
place a restaurant and 
microbrewery. We felt that if we 
served the best beer we could 
make, and the best food we could 
get hold of, we’d have an opera¬ 
tion that’d be hard to beat.” 

They put tables and chairs in 
the old living room and in the 
enclosed porch, but it was obvi¬ 
ous that they’d need more space. 
So they converted the upstairs. 

and added an outside balcony 
with additional seating. They also 
built on a deck on the east side 
of the place for those who enjoy 
outdoor dining. 

“It was great this winter,” 
Mike says, “because it was so 
unseasonably warm. We had 
people dining on the deck and on 
the balcony in the middle of 
January.” 

He notes that he buys meat 
locally, and gets it fresh daily, 
making it unnecessary to invest 
in big refrigerators and freezers, 
and keeping inventory costs to a 
minimum. 

“That way,” he says, “people 
know they’re going to get a fresh 
steak, and not something that’s 
been frozen and thawed. We have 
a T-bone that does well, and New 
York strips are popular, too. The 
New York strips are popular 
blackened, and I bring my own 
blacking spices up from New Or¬ 
leans.” 

While such a location might 
seem to be an odd one for a 
microbrewery, Mike notes that 
the area actually has a fairly 
lengthy history of brewing and 
the like. “Back in the 1920s and 
30s, when the coal mines were 
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booming, there were lots of road¬ 
houses and a lot of home brew¬ 
ing, too. 

While many of such activities 
were strictly illegal, their place 
isn’t. In fact, they don’t really do 
their brewing there—yet. “We did 
some research to see if we could 
find a top-quality brewery that 
would brew our beer for us while 
we were getting a license and get¬ 
ting an operation set up,” Mike 
says, “and we settled on Capital 
City Brewing Company in Madi¬ 
son, Wisconsin.” 

Kathryn notes that Capital 
City Brewing worked with them 
to fine-tune their recipes, and to 
adapt them for bigger lots than 
the two-case batches they’d 
made while experimenting. “Even 
though they brew it for us,” she 
says, “most of it’s our beer, and 
has our name on it. 

“They ship it to us in kegs, 

Priorities 
in restoring 

electric service 
Occasionally, we are asked 

how we would choose which 
house gets electric service re¬ 
stored during a major wind or ice 
storm. The chart above depicts a 
simplified version of how we 
would go about restoring service 
to each house. Specifically, we 
would start at the source of the 
power, namely the substation. 
Then, similar to spokes on a 
wheel, we would work out on the 
main distribution line, repairing 
and restoring service to the main 
feeder lines. It would do no good 
to repair a small wire attached 
to your house if the main line was 
dead, plus the time spent at this 
house would mean that many 
other people are off even longer. 

In our diagram, the men 
would first work to restore the 
main distribution line. Since 
there is nothing wrong with the 
lines leading to House 2 and 
House 3, the repair to the main 
line would automatically bring 
them on. Next we would clear up 

through a distributor in 
Champaign. We have six differ¬ 
ent beers now, including Little 
Egypt Amber, Octoberfest, Heart¬ 
land Pilsner, Charlie Birger 
Dark, Michael Shea’s and J. W. 
Dundee Honey Brown Lager. Ac¬ 
tually, only the first four are ours, 
but the others were so good that 
we decided to use them to round 
out our product line. We plan to 
add an apple cider product that’s 
popular out west, too.” 

The couple note that their 
beer differs in some ways from 
the stuff produced by the big 
companies. “Ours tends to be a 
bit more expensive,” Mike says, 
“and that’s okay with us. We’re 
not the place to come to if you’re 
looking for quarter-a-glass or 
buck-a-pitcher draft, and we 
never will be. And our brew’s a 
little more potent, too. While 
most store-bought beers are 3.5 

to 4 percent alcohol, ours is 
about twice that. We don’t brag 
about that all that much, but we 
tend to warn people that they 
may need to find a designated 
driver sooner than they would if 
they stuck to the mass-produced 
stuff.” 

Mike and Kathryn are 
pleased so far with how business 
is going for them. “We wanted to 
attract people from all different 
backgrounds from all over the 
area,” Kathryn says, “and we’re 
doing that pretty well. We hope 
to be on the cutting edge, doing 
what others aren’t doing, and 
doing well at what we’re working 
at. So far it’s panning out well.” 

The place is located on the 
Franklin-Williamson County Line 
Road, just south of West Frank¬ 
fort off Illinois Rte. 37. For more 
information, call (618) 932-2739. 

any problems with the tap lines 
leading off the main line. In our 
example, the tap line would re¬ 
store service to House 4. Only 
after all the high-voltage lines are 
repaired would we repair prob¬ 
lems at individual homes. In our 
example, individual house 1 and 
5 would then be restored. 

Occasionally, we have people 

call and say our men drove by 
but did not stop to repair a prob¬ 
lem at their particular house. We 
hope this explanation will help 
you understand our priorities. 
Although at times it may not 
seem like it, there is a predeter¬ 
mined plan to restore service to 
the largest number of people in 
the quickest time possible. 
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(Continued from page 16a) 
Association in an effort to reduce 
costs by holding some training 
sessions in regional locations 
such as Mt. Vernon. Other meet¬ 
ings, of course, due to the logisti¬ 

cal problems associated with ac¬ 
commodating representatives 
from the almost 1,000 coopera¬ 
tives across the nation, will still 
need to be held in larger out-of- 
state locations. Those meetings 

important to the continued suc¬ 
cess of your Cooperative should 
be attended by SouthEastern rep¬ 
resentatives, for in the long run, 
it doesn’t cost — it pays. 

New members of your cooperative 
Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family in December1994! 

Roy Georger 
JosephT. Fitzsimmons 
Bobbie Adams 
Linda K. Butler 
James E. Davis 
Hazel Duncan 
Jenny Hall 
Penny Holbrook 
Steve King 
Roberta L. Lane 
Donna J. Scheer 
Pam Logan 
Mark McGuire 
Scott Oboum 
Timothy R Quigley 
Charles W. Shukites 
Brian Storey 
James S. Vaughn 
Larry L. Roth 
John Ral Chapman 

III 
Tish Heyder 
Sherman Lamere 
Larry Levault 

Rick Monteith 
Ricky L. Sauls 
Carla Tisdale 
Les P. Wemer 
Charles D. Wilson 
Donald Flannigan 
Julianne L. Cutter 
A to Z Sales 
Charles W. Bench 
Wabash Prod & 
Develmt 
Clarabel Dimond 
Michael Shane Elms 
Tim Hammers 
Clyde C. House 
Dave Koenegstein 
Loren R Lemasters 
Jr. 
Ellis Bros Farm 
Randy L. Long 
Rosetta Napier 
Bradley A. O’Brien 
Allen Roby 
Eleanor L. Smith 

Kimberly Taylor 
Robert B.White 
Damian J. Bartok 
Lenny Clark 
Betty T. Jewell 
Joseph W. Lawson 
Laurie Malinski 
Randy Roberson 
Sandy Shields 
Ernest W. Vanzant 
J. Norman Wetter 
Thomas D. Carlton 
Lela M. Fowler 
Joe Demichiel 
Sarah Adame 
Patty Brown 
Elbert A. Cantrell 
Clyde Donelson 
Walter Fozard 
Lou Ann Hanks 
Debra Sullivan King 
Matt Landis 
Donald Lesh 
Bobbie Lenard 

Brent Loucks 
David J. Nolen 
Barbara O’Conner 
Floyd Schmidt 
Holly Stokich 
Jody L. Thompson 
Patrick Paul Wiese 
Arthur R. Brown 
Billy G. Hastings 
Leo A. Koniak 
Craig Lester 
Sandra Majdick 
Jesse Roman 
Marvin L. Stanton 
Rodney D. Wallace 
Clint Williams 
Fred E. Cota 
A.B. Hancock 
William C. Hughey 
Michael Perry 
Jeffrey C. Thomas 
Gary D. Reichert 
Frank Clark 
Robert W. Gardner 

Jerry Rich Jr. 
Kenneth W. Swisher 
Jr. 
Son Kist Inc. 
David Studie 
Robert D. Kihs 
Deby Smith 
Latricia A. Vaughn 
Elaine Anthony 
Jason S. Conkle 
David L. Holm 
Judith Ann Wise 
Raymond L. Scott 
F.E. Morris 
Jon Loomis 
Chris Stroud 
Colin J. Vinson 
Dennis E. Bacon 
Lesley Dixon 
Robert Propoggio 
Larry G. Young 
Williams Quick Mart 
Vicki L. Dale 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your ser¬ 
vice panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “ON” position. 

2. If you nave a meter pole, check the main breaker 
paneljust below the meter socket. If the breaker is in 
the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring ap¬ 
pears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” posi¬ 
tion. 

S. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These phone 
numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 days 
per year to accept your outage and emergency calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays 
(from 4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to 
report outages or emergencies. If you do not receive 
an answer or if the phone is busy’ please call 1-800- 
833-2611 or 273-2611 (COLLECT) to report your out¬ 
age or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering 
your call the account name and location number as it 
appears on the envelope that contains your billing tick¬ 
ets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Strategic Planning: 
The Trustees and management of 

SouthEastern are responsible for un¬ 
dertaking actions today which will en¬ 
sure the success of your Cooperative 
into the future. To help accomplish this. 
Strategic Planning Meetings have been 
held annually for the past five years, 
the last such meeting occurring Janu¬ 
ary 31, 1995. The purpose of these 
meetings is to identify where your Co¬ 
operative is now, to determine where it 
needs to be in the future, and to decide 
what action, or actions, need to be 
taken to get it there. 

This is especially important in an 
era of expanding member expectations, 
projections of increased competition, 
and the capricious availability of low 
interest loan funds. At the January 
meeting, your Trustees identified 
SouthEastern’s strengths, as well as its 
weaknesses, and established specific 
goals for the future. These goals define 
what we, as an organization, need to 
achieve to better serve the membership. 

Numerous goals were established for 
1995 and beyond, all with the intent of 
maintaining or improving levels of ser¬ 
vice, while at the same time, contain¬ 
ing costs. 

Containing costs is not an easy 
chore, but despite inflationary trends, 
SouthEastern has been able to main¬ 
tain a stable rate structure for almost 
12 years now; our last general rate in¬ 
crease occurring in 1983. Competitive 
rates and good sendee are important 
to everyone and are critical to the pros¬ 
perity of the area. These two items have 
been goals of SouthEastern for several 
years now, and will continue to be of 
prime importance in the future. We be¬ 
lieve that each member is entitled to 
affordable electric rates, along with pro¬ 
fessional and dependable service. To 
achieve this, we are committed to op¬ 
erating efficiently in 1995 and beyond, 
and as always, “We’ll keep the lights on 
for you.” 
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Carol is particularly proud of the 24-foot by 36-foot pool that’s the centerpiece of her Swlm-N-Gym fitness 
club. 

School’s in session for 
wellness people 

Carol Mocaby is recycling an 
old school building, and that 
seems kind of appropriate, since 
she’s a retired teacher. 

She’s running the Recess 
Health Club out of the 
Dykersburg School, a building 
put up in 1957 to teach the Three 
Rs to area kids. The school, 
which had eight grades in three 
different classes, was in opera¬ 
tion for just 10 years before the 
district got into a four-way con¬ 
solidation, and all the old build¬ 
ings became redundant. The 

Recess name came from the idea 
of knocking off from the cares of 
the world — like kids did during 
school recesses — and kicking 
back and enjoying life a bit. 

“I didn’t convert the building 
into a fitness center,” Carol says. 
“William and Debbie Davy actu¬ 
ally did that. William’s an engi¬ 
neer, and Debbie went to work 
specifically to earn the money to 
build the pool they knew they’d 
need to make a viable health 
club. 

“Debbie did a lot of computer 

work, and she had a picture of a 
pool taped to her computer moni¬ 
tor to inspire her whenever she 
found the job to be a bit of a 
drag,” Carol says. 

At any rate, the Davys oper¬ 
ated the place for several years, 
and a job opportunity opened up 
in Indonesia. They stayed there 
for two and a half years, and re¬ 
turned. It wasn’t long after that 
they decided to get out of the 
business, and Carol, who was 
just getting ready to retire from 
her teaching job at Harrisburg 
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Above, the operation is housed in the old Dykersburg School. Below, 
like many establishments, Carol’s place sells shirts with the company 
logo. 

West Side School, was ready to 
start. 

“I retired from that job on 
June 30, 1992,” she says with a 
laugh, “and I moved in here the 
next day.” 

She started with the realiza¬ 
tion that she’d need to run a tight 
ship to be successful. “I wanted 
to have good equipment in a good 
place,” she says, “and I wanted 
to keep the place clean and nice, 
so people would enjoy coming 
here. It seems to be working, be¬ 
cause I’ve had several people 

come out after having the place 
recommended to them by 
friends. A few people have come 
out, decided a health club wasn’t 
for them, but recommended it to 
friends who were looking for a 
place to exercise.” 

And she has the place for 
that. There is a veritable herd of 
machines, all designed to build 
heart, lungs and muscle, and to 
help people improve stamina and 
lose flab. “The pool is a wonder¬ 
ful place to exercise,” she says, 
“and it’s indoors and heated, of 

course. We do aqua-robics, and 
there’s a hot tub and sauna, too. 
There’s a lot of Nautilus and Nor¬ 
dic Track equipment, and there’s 
a tanning bed for those who want 
to look their best the year 
around. I’ve got exercise bikes, a 
stepper and treadmills.” 

And there are weights to lift 
and scenic trails to hike. She of¬ 
fers aqua-robics sessions, and 
private swim parties are wel¬ 
come, too. She offers corporate 
rates, and non-members can use 
the equipment for a fee. 

“I think people will like the 
place enough that I offer a free 
trial,” she says, “and if someone 
wants to come in for a one-time 
‘no charge’ visit, that’s fine.” 

Carol notes that her place is 
located almost exactly halfway 
between Harrisburg and Marion, 
about a mile south of Rte. 13. “I 
have a lot of people come from 
Marion and Harrisburg,” she 
says, “and the road I’m on goes 
down to Carrier Mills and 
Stonefort, and I have people who 
come from those towns, too. 
Many of them come just for the 
enjoyment, and some come be¬ 
cause their doctors tell them they 
ought to get more exercise than 
they do, and this is a nice indoor 
place to swim or work out or 
whatever.” 

As people drop in to exercise, 
Carol gets an opportunity to visit 
with them a bit, and a couple 
from Dykersburg told her of the 
town’s past. “It turns out that it 
was a complete little town, with 
three stores, a doctor’s office, a 
post office and a mill. 

“There was another school 
built not far away,” she says, 
“and it was identical, built to the 
same floor plan. As time went by 
and mining jobs got fewer and 
fewer, the districts lost their tax 
base, and they finally had to 
merge. It’s a shame, because the 
buildings had only been in use 
10 years or so, but it is good for 
me. This school’s in good shape, 
and it makes a nice exercise club. 
And it’s almost ideally located.” 
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Call us before you dig! 
With spring finally here, our members are out and around, doing work the cold winter kept 
them from doing. And some are getting into underground power lines. 

You can avoid this situation—call SEIEC before you dig, and we’ll tell you where the under¬ 
ground wires in your yard are. 

You can reach us at (618) 273-2611, or (800) 833-2611, a toll-free number. Call us before you 
dig: if you use the toll-free number, it won’t cost you anything, and may save you some grief and 
inconvenience. 

New members of your cooperative 
Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative 

family in April 1994! 

Jeffrey Ray Abner 
Robert D. Brewer 
Denise R. Chaney 
Cheryl Gibbs 
Michael D. Hash 
Jimbo’s Trading Post 
Jeff Milligan 
Joseph Morten 
Shane L. Orange 
Karne R. Sanchez 
Robin Thompson 
Robert Mathews 
Danile L. Claycamp 

Rhonda J. Kelley 
Carla Andrews 
Debra M. Davidson 
Jason K. Jones 
Bob Noell 
L.W. Ruff 
Sue Sloan 
George W. Wollard 
Lattesia Allsup 
Lana Bridges 
Shane Doty 
Frank E. Graczwk 
Andrea F. Hannah 

T.W. McAuliffe 
Brian K. Mitchell 
A1 Moutria 
Rex Piper 
Michael E. Smith 
Lisa C. Violette 
Raymond Summers 
Richard D. Starnes 
Ralph E. Willis 
Century 21-Corley Agy 
Bryan L. Eastwood 
Jennifer Lynn 

Mike Oster Jr. 
Robin O’Neal Shaw 
Charles V. Smith 
Shea Worley 
Garry E. Behymer 
Connie Ann Carter 
Geraldine M. Frazier 
George M. Hall 
Dena Lynn Hopkins 
Samuel J. McGowen 
Alan D. Morris 
Venson G. Newson 

Marvin E. Porter 
Michael E. Stone 
Edward D. Lynn 
Wesley G. Woods 
Peter Jovanovich 
Lola Wolf 
Mary Compton 
Alan R. Hamson 
Lora Megli 
Carol Richards 
Melinda K. Simmons 
Venita V. Stewart 

Power Outage  
If your power goes off, we offer these suggesstions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your ser¬ 
vice panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
paneljust below the meter socket. If the breaker is in 
the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring ap¬ 
pears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” posi¬ 
tion. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays 
(from 4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to 
report outages or emergencies. If you do not receive 
an answer or if the phone is busy, please call 1-800- 
833-2611 or 273-2611 (COLLECT) to report your out¬ 
age or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering 
your call the account name and location number as it 
appears on the envelope that contains your billing tick¬ 
ets. 

-2611   
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The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

The possibility of electric users be¬ 
ing able to select their power suppliers 
sometime in the future has created a 
beehive of activity in Illinois. Several 
large investor-owned utilities, convinced 
that deregulation is imminent, are re¬ 
structuring themselves into “lean, mean 
power supplying machines.” Many be¬ 
lieve that by the turn of the century, Il¬ 
linois will only have two investor-owned 
utilities. 

Reducing and stabilizing costs to the 
consumer are always admirable goals; 
however, bigger is not always better. 
Commonwealth Edison, for example, is 
the largest electric utility in the state, 
serving about three million customers 
in northern Illinois, and yet their aver¬ 
age retail price for 1,000 kilowatt-hours 
of electricity is $112.25, considerably 
higher than your Cooperative’s price of 
$82.70. 

The electric power distribution in¬ 
dustry is truly unique, for both a prod¬ 
uct and a service are provided; hence the 
term “electric service” has evolved and 
is universally accepted. Sooner or later, 
each user of electric energy will experi¬ 
ence an interruption in the flow of the 
product, or will need an electric pole or 
line moved to accommodate a remodel¬ 
ing or construction project. The resto¬ 
ration of interrupted service and the 
relocation or construction of electric fa¬ 
cilities to accommodate the needs of the 

member, describe the service aspect of 
our business. At SouthEastern, we feel 
that product and service are of equal im¬ 
portance, and that one should not exist 
without the other. More clearly stated, 
we do not feel the service aspect of the 
Cooperative’s business can be vastly 
curtailed in order to supply the product 
at discount prices. To do so, in our opin¬ 
ion, would not be in the long-term best 
interest of the membership. 

We have, are currently, and will al¬ 
ways be looking at ways to stabilize 
product cost without a correspondent 
reduction in service. Our participation 
in the National Rural Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Association (NRECA) and the Asso¬ 
ciation of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
(AIEC) allows us immediate access to 
some of the most brilliant engineering, 
legal and other professional talent avail¬ 
able at a fraction of what it would cost 
to have such talent “in house.” 

One avenue to cost containment that 
is currently being investigated is the 
sharing of services with other area co¬ 
operatives. Initially this proposal ap¬ 
pears to offer some potential for cost 
containment. It will have to prove itself 
effective, however, before being fully 
implemented — the crucial test being 
that it makes us better, not just bigger. 
As always, “We’ll keep the lights on for 
you” — “that’s our product and service.” 
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Carole Brown is surrounded by materials SICH uses in the rebuilding of houses for the homeless. 

A new start for area homeless 
It happened with the sud¬ 

denness of a tornado. One 
minute Carole Brown was “just 
another person.” A twister’s sud¬ 
den passage — and the loss of 
her uninsured house — left her 
homeless. 

“I lost nearly everything,” she 
says, “but I was one of the lucky 
ones. Even though I lost my pro¬ 
fessional library, my art collec¬ 
tion, furniture and family 
memorabilia — including my 
journals — I was fortunate. I say 
that because I had a friend who 
would lend me the use of a hunt¬ 
ing cabin until I could get back 
on my feet.” 

Even so, she adds, being 
homeless is a crushing experi¬ 
ence. “It affects every part of your 
life,” she says, “and has a lot to 
do with your self-esteem.” 

Even in her misfortune, she 
was luckier than most. With fam¬ 
ily nearby and good job skills — 
she taught English for 25 years 
12b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/1 

— she was spared some of the 
stresses that are so devastating 
to many. 

But her home loss may well 
turn out to be a boon for others: 
it gave her a rare insight into a 
problem that most of us never 
see first-hand, and that isn’t go¬ 
ing away. Now, when she talks 
to people seeking help in her job 
as executive director of the 
Southern Illinois Coalition for 
the Homeless (SICH), she can 
honestly say she has “walked a 
mile in their shoes.” 

SICH is a not-for-profit cor¬ 
poration set up by several rural 
social service agency directors 
who saw rural housing problems 
become critical in recent years. 
It serves a 24-county area in 
Southeastern Illinois, from 
Crawford County diagonally 
across the lower part of the state 
to the Mississippi River. 

“The nature of rural America 
has often obscured the growing 

y 1995 

numbers of homeless and near- 
homeless people living outside 
metropolitan areas,” she says, 
“and this is partly because 
friends and neighbors try to take 
care of their own. Many home¬ 
less move in with friends or fam¬ 
ily, so they’re kind of hidden.” 

With that in mind, and her 
own experience not so far behind 
her, Carole is a tireless worker 
for the homeless. “They’re not 
strangers and ne’er-do-wells,” 
she says, “but rather people who 
are often homeless as a result of 
bad planning — or bad luck — 
as much as anything else. 

“You so often have the ste¬ 
reotype of someone lying drunk 
in a gutter or in an alley in the 
city, but that’s not the kind of 
people we’re dealing with here. 
Most of the homeless here are 
our friends and neighbors, or our 
brothers, sisters, aunts and 
cousins. With the economy the 
way it is today, many people are 



Clockwise from left: Refurbished 
houses; the top one has been re¬ 
painted since this photo was taken. 
Deana Barger and Roger Gunning 
work with Carole at SICH. 

just a divorce or a job loss away 
from homelessness.” 

In order to help such people, 
SICH was designed to provide 
low-cost housing, using some 
creative methods. “We look for 
older homes that don’t necessar¬ 
ily have a great deal of ‘curb ap¬ 
peal’ but that are structurally 
sound, and are preferably in de¬ 
clining neighborhoods. Well pay 
a maximum of $ 12,000 for them: 
less, if possible. We’re always on 
the lookout for donations, of 
course. 

“We got a ‘free’ house in Mt. 
Vernon,” she says. “It was given 
to us by the Logan Street Bap¬ 
tist Church, which wanted to 
enlarge its parking lot. We had 
to find a place for it, and the City 
of Mt. Vernon donated the new 
lot for the house.” 

Once a house is obtained, it 
is refurbished. Each house gets 
a new furnace, foundation work, 
roof, wiring system and water 

heater, and they’re also weath- 
erized, to keep heating and cool¬ 
ing costs down. Other 
improvements are added as 
needed. The idea is to provide the 
new owners with a home that will 
not need any serious mainte¬ 
nance for a long time. 

“We’ve placed 18 very low in¬ 
come families in homes,” Carole 
says, “and that number is grow¬ 
ing all the time. We hope to get a 
house going soon in each of our 
24 counties. So far, we have 
some 31 houses redone, and 
we’re closing on two more soon. 
We try to buy one a month.” 

When a house is ready, she 
says, families are interviewed to 
determine their willingness to 
keep up their end of the bargain 
— to commit themselves to pay¬ 
ing for the home. 

“We lease the house to a fam¬ 
ily for six months,” Carole says, 
“and the family is expected to pay 
28 percent of its monthly income 
for rent. After a six-month trial 
period, the whole deal is re¬ 
viewed. If the coalition approves 
and the family decides it would 
like to own the home, the family 
agrees to purchase it for 
$10,000, with rent already paid 
serving as the down payment. 
The payments remain at 28 per¬ 
cent of family income, and the 
loan is interest-free.” 

The money paid for the 

house goes back to the coalition, 
to buy more houses, and mon¬ 
ies from other sources go to pay 
contractors to refurbish them. 

As important as bricks and 
mortar and lumber and plumb¬ 
ing are to the project, there’s 
more to it than that, and just 
putting a family into a house is 
no guarantee of a happy ending. 

“That’s where the creative 
solutions come in,” Carole says, 
“because we want to do more 
than just put a family in a house. 
We work with other agencies to 
help families with budgeting, job 
training skills and whatever else 
it takes to get them up to speed. 
We have several people who have 
gone on to complete their edu¬ 
cation, and who have gotten 
good jobs. The whole idea is to 
get more and more people into 
the work force, where they’re 
earning good money and paying 
taxes. 

“That’s why this is a long¬ 
term project. We’re able to work 
with families up to five years to 
get them back on their feet, and 
that’s the way it should be. I like 
to think of this as a permanent 
solution, not just a quick fix,” 
she adds. 

People who want to contact 
Carole can reach her at ICHA, 
828 E. Poplar, Harrisburg, 
62946. The phone number is 
(618) 252-0059. 

SICH is made up of the following agencies: 
Wabash Area Development, Inc., Eldorado and Enfield 
Anna Bixby Women’s Center, Harrisburg and Carmi 
SWAN, Inc., Olney 
Volunteer Services, Inc., Marion 
Peoples National Bank, Grayville 
Wayne County Bank and Trust, Fairfield 
American Savings Bank; Albion, Sumner, Du Quoin, and Mt. 
Vernon 
Greater Wabash Regional Planning Commission, Albion 
Southeastern Illinois Regional Planning and Development 
Commission, Harrisburg 
Affordable Budget Coalition Makanda 
Embarras River Basin Agency, Olney 
Charter Bank, Carbondale 
Williamson County Crisis Center, Herrin 
Women’s Center, Carbondale 
Franklin County Council on the Homeless, West Frankfort 
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Don’t lock out your cooperative 
Many members need to keep 

their property secure from un¬ 
wanted intruders, so they have 
locks on their gates. But 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative needs access to our 
electric lines and metering equip¬ 
ment in order to maintain and 
operate the system. 

For instance, cooperative 
personnel may need access to 
read the meter. Or, personnel 
may need access to lines in an 
outage or for other maintenance 

work. 
Locked gates pose no prob¬ 

lem when a “cooperative lock” is 
installed between your padlock 

and a link in the chain. 
Only authorized cooperative 

personnel have keys to these 
locks. Employees are diligent in 
locking the gate when they leave 

so your property remains secure. 
If you are one of the few who 

have a chained gate without a 
cooperative lock, we urge you to 
call and authorize installation of 
a cooperative lock. There is no 
charge or inconvenience to you. 

Cooperative access to the 
electric lines on your property is 
important for quality service, es¬ 
pecially in emergencies. Call the 
member service department for 
more details phone 273-2611 or 
toll free 800-833-2611. 

New members off your cooperative 
Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family in 

February 1995! 

Ralph Adams 
Wayne Caillovet 
Leon Harris 
Hal H. Kasper 
Patricia A Miller 
Clarence A. Petty 
Chester Riley 
Aaron Webster 
Candida arm 

Craig Eastwood 
Kevin R Owens 
Anthony Rainey 
Timothy N. Slone 
Robert Willis 
Cathy Bieledd 
Wiliam Fletcher 
Pam Hubbard 
David Kidd 

Vernon R Murphy 
Richard Reeder Jr. 
Timothy M. Snider 
Arlie M. Wllkerson 
Federal Landscaping 
Lori L. Edwards 
Jennifer M. Potts 
Jason D. Raper 
Josh Smith 

Warren Wade Reichert 
Susan J. Buchanan 
Kristie M. Garrison 
Norine Denis Johnson 
Arlyn E. McCormick 
Michael J. Pearce 
Brian K. Reynolds 
John A Vonah 
Bernard E. Young 

Kenneth D. Adams 
Patrick D. Jennings 
James D. Quillman 
Nancy L. Seagraves 
Sandra K Summers 
Pat B. Morris 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggesstions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in 
your service panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main 
breaker panel just below the meter socket. If 
the breaker Is In the “OFF" position, check all of 
your wiring from the meter pole to your various 
buildings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset 
the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not nave power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emer¬ 
gency, please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273- 
2611. These phone numbers are monitored 
around the clock, 365 days per year to accept 
your outage and emergency calls. 

5. In ihe event that you are unable to con¬ 
tact the Cooperative at either of the above num¬ 
bers, you may call the home of your area 
serviceman on weekdays (from 4:30 p.m. through 
7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to report outages or 
emergencies. If you do not receive an answer or 
if the phone is busy, please call 1-800-833-2611 
or 273-2611 (COLLECT) to report your outage 
or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party an¬ 
swering your call the account name and loca¬ 
tion number as it appears on the envelope that 
contains your billing tickets. 
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The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

“CAUTION. LIONS ON THE 
PROWL” might be an appropriate 
warning sign to post outside the halls 
of Congress. It seems the Edison Elec¬ 
tric Institute, the lobbying arm of the 
Nation’s investor-owned electric utili¬ 
ties, is once again attempting to per¬ 
suade Congress to discontinue low 
interest loans to electric cooperatives, 
claiming “unfair competition.” The 
“Institute” says that rural electric 
loans are no longer justified, citing the 
fact that almost 60 percent of rural 
residents are now served by investor- 
owned power companies. The “Insti¬ 
tute” also is lobbying Congress to sell 
the federally owned Power Marketing 
Agencies which sell lower cost hydro¬ 
electric power to cooperatives and 
municipally owned electric systems. 
They argue that such a sale would 
alleviate the nation’s fiscal distress. 
The “Institute” continues to make this 
argument despite their knowledge 
that the Power Marketing Agencies 
actually bring revenues into the fed¬ 
eral coffers, rather than cost the gov¬ 
ernment. 

The Edison Electric Institute, 
however, in their fake efforts to pro¬ 
tect the American citizenry, failed to 
mention the $75 billion tax break in¬ 
vestor-owned utilities have received 
by way of enacted tax laws which al¬ 
low them to use a portion of taxes col¬ 
lected from their customers, but not 
paid to the U.S. Treasury, as a type of 
interest-free loan. 

It is understandable, however, 
why many investor-owned utilities 
view cooperatives as “unfair compe¬ 

tition.” Cooperative revenues are just 
a fraction of investor-owned utility rev¬ 
enues since cooperatives serve only five 
or six customers per mile, as opposed 
to the 35 or so served by the lOUs. Due 
to this difference in customer density, 
cooperative investment in facilities 
such as power lines, poles and trans¬ 
formers is significantly greater. Despite 
these disadvantages, cooperative rates 
and service levels in the Southern Illi¬ 
nois area are on par with the State’s 
investor-owned utilities. Our employee 
wages and benefits are as good as, and 
in some instances, better than theirs. 
When a cooperative member has a 
problem he or she can seek resolution 
locally, as opposed to phoning or trav¬ 
eling to Springfield in an attempt to be 
heard. The smallness and locally 
owned structure of cooperatives allows 
them to be more responsive to diverse 
customer needs. It is a credit to a few 
power companies that they are trying 
to be “Cooperative-like” in dealing with 
their customers, others are, however, 
taking the opposite approach and are 
indeed “LIONS ON THE PROWL” 
stretching State imposed regulations 
to the maximum when hying to make 
an extra dollar for themselves, while 
hiding behind those same regulations 
to avoid customer accommodation. 
They admit to being predators, publicly 
acknowledging their appetite for in¬ 
creased profits through acquisition. 
Some even view cooperatives as frail, 
graceful creatures, fully fit for con- 
sumphon. We at SouthEastern feel oth¬ 
erwise! “As always, we’ll keep the lights 
on for you.” 
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A remarkable 100 years 
Hundred-year-old pianists 

are few and far between, but 
there’s one near Benton, and she 
can still belt out a pretty lively 
hymn, if you ask her to. 

Alma Page Fox, who turned 
100 April 21, notes that she was 
born a stone’s throw from her 
rural Macedonia home, and has 
lived there all her life—except for 
a short time when she lived in 
Benton, some nine miles to the 
west. 

Times were different back 
when she was young, Mrs. Fox 
says, and she went to school 
about a mile from home at 
Webb’s Prairie School. “I walked 
a lot of the time,” she says, “but 
I had a pony named Beulah, and 
I rode her sometimes. There were 

12b 

about 20-25 kids in the school 
at that time.” 

In addition to her book learn¬ 
ing, she had piano lessons. “I 
was about 12 years old,” she re¬ 
lates, “when a lady told my 

Surprisingly nimble fingers tickle 
the ivories. 

mother she should give me pi¬ 
ano lessons, and she agreed. I’ve 
been playing ever since. I guess 
you could say I’ve been 88 years 
on the 88 keys. I played the pi¬ 
ano for my church for many 
years. 

“I can play by ear, by notes, 
and I can ad lib a little,” she says 
with a laugh, “even though my 
fingers don’t work as well as they 
used to, so I can’t play those long 
runs any more.” 

Like most people growing up 
rural at the turn of the century, 
she learned to do farm chores, 
and it was a good thing: She had 
to do much of the work. “I milked 
cows, and took care of the chick¬ 
ens and collected the eggs,” she 
says. 
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Her husband, William Page, 
was a trader and a farmer, but 
did more trading than farming, 
she says. “Back then, you could 
make a living traveling around 
trading horses, cattle and farm 
equipment,” she adds. 

As time went by, the Pages 
had three children. Two, son 
Thurmond and daughter 
Genevieve Browning, survived. 
They live nearby. There are nine 
grandchildren and 29 great¬ 
grandchildren. 

Like many people who lived 
through the 1930s and ’40s, she 
remembers when the country¬ 
side got electricity, but the 

memory’s not terribly vivid for 
her: they didn’t get it. 

Her son, Thurmond, ex¬ 
plains why. “It was an obligation 
they didn’t want to get into,” he 
says. “The $5 membership fee 
was a problem, but it wasn’t that 
much of a problem. What both¬ 
ered them was that they’d be 
obligated to somebody for $3 a 
month, and they just didn’t want 
to do that.” 

Even so, they gave in about 
four years after the neighbors 
signed up. ‘There was a problem 
then,” Genevieve says, “because 
World War II had started. They 
had to get a priority to buy the 

copper wiring to wire the house. 
It was six months from the time 
they signed up til they had elec¬ 
tricity in the house.” 

Page died in 1949, and his 
widow married Leonard Fox, a 
Tennessee man, in 1951. He died 
in 1970, and Mrs. Fox lived alone 
until just a couple of years ago, 
when she got a live-in helper. 

Friends and family gathered 
Sunday, April 23, for a birthday 
party, with cake, ice cream and 
candles, to fete a remarkable 
woman. We add our congratula¬ 
tions and well-wishes to theirs. 

Equipment offered for sale by sealed bid 
The below listed surplus equipment is being Don Allen at (618)273-2611, ext. 160. All equipment 
offered for sale by SouthEastern Illinois Elec- will be sold in “as is” condition. Sealed bids will be 
trie Cooperative, Inc. The equipment can be accepted on this equipment until June 15, 1995. 
viewed at our Eldorado headquarters, Monday Payment will be by cash, certified check, or money 
through Friday. Interested parties can contact order. Bids are to be sent to: 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
P.O. Box 251 
Eldorado, IL 62930 
ATTN: Don Allen 

Please reference the vehicle number, your bid, your phone number, name and address. 

Ekiuipment for sale 

Vehicle 
No. Vehicle description Min. Bid. 

8C 1978 Ford, F600 truck 
361 V8, 5-speed with 2-speed 17,500 rear axle 
900x20 tires, bud wheels with utility body 
(approx. 156,273 miles) 

$3,500 

6C 1984 Ford, F700 truck 
370 V8, 5-speed with 2-speed 18,500 rear axle 
900x20 tires, bud wheels with utility body 
(approx. 73,093 miles) 

$5,500 

4A 1990 Ford, Crown Victoria LX 
Color: White/w blue interior, V-8, power steering, 
power brakes, power seat and door locks, 
cruise control and air conditioning 
(approx. 86,000 miles) 

$6,200 

TR Vermeer Model V-434 trencher 
S/N 289 with backhoe model BH600 S/N 224, 
4-wheel drive, 29x1200x15 tires, Ford 98 
4 cyl. gas engine, 48" digging depths 

$2,500 
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Nominating Committee chosen 
As provided by the bylaws of 

SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., 
a Nominating Committee was 
chosen April 25, 1995, consist¬ 
ing of the following cooperative 
members: 

District No. 1 
Tina Bauman, RR 1 Box 204, 
Sesser, IL 62884 

District No. 2 
W.D. Fisher, RR 1, Macedonia, IL 
62860 

District No. 3 
Carl L. Smith, RR 5 Box 164, 
McLeansboro, IL 62859 

District No. 4 
David L. Ward, 970 Johnston 
City Road, Galatia, IL 62935 

District No. 5 
Charles G. Cox, RR 1 Box 88, 
Eldorado, IL 62930 
Constance Brockett, RR 1 Box 
236, Omaha, IL 62871 

District No. 6 
Eugene Cobb, RR 4 Box 830, 
Marion, IL 62959 

District No. 8 
David W. Wiman, RR 1 Box 124, 
Herod, IL 62947 

District No. 9 
John Rushing, 2065 Rushing 
Road, Simpson, IL 62985 

District No. 10 
Catherine Hurford, RR 1 Box 65, 
Rosiclare, IL 62982 

District No. 11 
R.C. Davidson, Jr., RR 3 Box 
136, Golconda, IL 62938 

The Committee will meet at 
the office of the Cooperative on 
Tuesday, June 20, 1995, at the 
hour of 10 a.m., for the purpose 
of nominating four (4) candidates 
for three-year terms as Trustees 
of SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Trustees whose terms are expir¬ 
ing include: Victor Knight, RR 5 
Box 209, McLeansboro (District 
3); W.B. Pulliam, RR 2, Galatia 
(District 4); David Ramsey, RR 2 
Box 644, Omaha (District 5); and 
Kenneth R. Webb, RR 1 Box 674, 
Tunnel Hill (District 9). 

/s/ James J. Scherrer 
James “Jamie” Scherrer, 
Secretaiy 
Board of Trustees 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your ser¬ 
vice panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
paneljust below the meter socket. If the breaker is in 
the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring ap¬ 
pears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” posi¬ 
tion. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays 
(from 4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to 
report outages or emergencies. If you do not receive 
an answer or if the phone is busy, please call 1-800- 
833-2611 or 273-2611 (COLLECT) to report your out¬ 
age or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering 
your call the account name and location number as it 
appears on the envelope that contains your billing tick¬ 
ets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
P.O. Box 251, Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

Official Notice of 
1995 Annual Meeting 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
That the Annual Meeting of the 
members of SOUTHEASTERN IL¬ 
LINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERA¬ 
TIVE, INC., will be held at the 
Southeastern Illinois College, Il¬ 
linois Route 13, East of Harris¬ 
burg or South of Eldorado on 
College Drive, on August 1, 1995; 
that the period of registration for 
said Meeting of Members will be 
from 6 p.m. until 7 p.m.; busi¬ 
ness meeting of said Members will 
convene at 7 p.m. for the purpose 
of taking action upon the reports 
of Officers, Trustees, and Com¬ 
mittees of said Cooperative, for 
the election of four (4) Trustees 
for terms of three (3) years each, 
and for such other matters as 
may properly be considered at 
such meeting. 

You are further notified that 
the number of Trustees to be 
elected at the 1995 Annual Meet¬ 
ing is four (4) and that one Mem¬ 
ber is to be elected from each of 
Districts 3, 4, 5, and 9. 

Report of 
Nominating Committee 

As provided by the bylaws of 
SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., 
a Nominating Committee, con¬ 
sisting of the following Coopera¬ 
tive Members: 

Tina Bauman 
W.D. Fisher 

District #1 
District #2 
District #3 
District #4 
District #5 
District #5 
District #6 
District #8 
District #9 
District #10 
District #11 

Carl L. Smith 
David L. Ward 
Charles G. Cox 
Constance Brockett 
Eugene Cobb 
David W. Wiman 
John Rushing 
Catherine Hurford 
R.C. Davidson, Jr. 

met at the Headquarters office of 
the Cooperative on June 20, 
1995, at the hour of 10 a.m., for 
the purpose of nominating can¬ 
didates for Trustee of SOUTH¬ 
EASTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC 

COOPERATIVE, INC., for the 
terms expiring. 

The undersigned presided as 
Secretary of the meeting. 

The following candidates 
were nominated: 

Victor Knight 
W. B. Pulliam 
David Ramsey 
Kenneth R. Webb 

District #3 
District #4 
District #5 
District #9 

DATED at Eldorado, Illinois, 
this 20th day of June, 1995. 

/s/ Tina Bauman 
Secretary of the Meeting 

DATED at Eldorado, Illinois, 
this 14th day of July, 1995. 

/s/ James J. Scherrer 
Secretary, Board 
of Trustees 

See page 12d for full details 
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Board proposes 
bylaw amendments 

COMMENTS: The Board of 
Trustees feel the following pro¬ 
posed Articles of Incorporation 
and Bylaw amendments are nec¬ 
essary to meet the long-term goals 
of the Cooperative. The changes 
provide additional flexibility, 
which will enable the Board of 
Trustees to address the demand 
of increasing competition and to 
develop programs and services to 
aid the Cooperative in providing 
electric energy in the most cost 
effective manner. 

RESOLUTION 
BE IT RESOLVED that the 

Board of Trustees of 
SouthEastem Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operative, Inc. does hereby rec¬ 
ommend to the membership of 
the Cooperative the adoption of 
the following proposed amend¬ 
ments and does farther hereby 
direct that the same be submit¬ 
ted to a vote of the members at 
the Annual Meeting of the mem¬ 
bers of the Cooperative to be held 
August 1, 1995. Notice thereof 
shall be given to the members, 
along with the notice of the An¬ 
nual Meeting: 

CHANGES TO THE ARTICLES 
OF INCORPORATION 

A. RELATING TO COOPERATIVE 
PURPOSE /AUTHORHY 
PRESENT ARTICLES OF INCOR¬ 
PORATION, PARAGRAPH 2(h): 

TO BE REPEALED: 
(H) Nothing herein contained 

shall be construed to authorize 
the corporation to, and it shall 
not, render service to or for the 
public other than its members. 
PROPOSED ARTICLES OF IN¬ 
CORPORATION, PARAGRAPH 2 
(H): 

NEW, TO BE ADDED/SUBSTI¬ 
TUTED: 

(H) To administer and oper¬ 

ate the organization on a coopera¬ 
tive basis producing or furnishing 
goods, services or facilities prima¬ 
rily for the benefit of its members 
who are consumers of such goods, 
services or facilities. 

B. RELATING TO COMMITTEES 

PRESENT ARTICLES OF INCOR¬ 
PORATION, PARAGRAPH 3: 

TO BE AMENDED: 
3. The management of the 

aforesaid corporation shall be 
vested in a board of eleven (11) 
Trustees. 

PROPOSED ARTICLES OF IN¬ 
CORPORATION, PARAGRAPH 3: 

NEW, AS AMENDED, WITH AD¬ 
DITION: 

3. The management of the 
aforesaid corporation shall be 
vested in a board of eleven (11) 
Trustees. The said board ofTrust- 
ees may create one or more com¬ 
mittees which shall exercise the 
authority of the board to the ex¬ 
tent provided by board resolution 
and not restricted by law. 

CHANGES TO THE 

BYLAWS 
PROPOSED BYLAW, PAGE 5, AR¬ 
TICLE I, SECTION 8: 
NEW TO BE ADDED: 

ARTICLE I 

MEMBERSHIP 

SECTION 8. 

Membership 

Requirements. 
The board may, from time to time, 
establish, maintain and change 
reasonable requirements, terms 
and conditions upon which the 
Cooperative will furnish electric 
energy, or other goods, services or 
facilities, primarily to its members. 

PROPOSED BYLAW, PAGE 13, 
ARTICLE IV, SECTION 8: 

NEW, TO BE ADDED: 

ARTICLE IV 

BOARD MEMBERS 

SECTION 8. 
The Board of Trustees may estab¬ 
lish committees as follows: 

(a) Committees. The Board of 
Trustees, by resolution adopted by 
a majority of the Trustees in office, 
may designate one or more com¬ 
mittees each of which will consist 
of two or more Trustees and such 
other persons as the Board of 
Trustees designates, provided that 
a majority of each committee’s 
members are Trustees. The Presi¬ 
dent shall at the organizational 
meeting of the Board of Trustees 
or at such other times as may be 
necessary, appoint the members of 
the committees subject to the ap¬ 
proval of the Trustees. The com¬ 
mittees, to the extent provided in 
said resolution and not restricted 
by law, shall have and exercise the 
authority of the Board of Trustees 
in the management of the Coop¬ 
erative but the designation of such 
committees and the delegation 
thereto of authority shall not op¬ 
erate to relieve the Board of Trust¬ 
ees, or any individual Trustee, of 
any responsibility imposed upon it, 
him, or her by law. 

(b) Term of Office. Each mem¬ 
ber of a committee shall continue 
as such until the first meeting of 
the Board of Trustees following the 
Annual Meeting of the Members 
and until his or her successor is 
appointed, unless the committee 
shall be sooner terminated, or un¬ 
less such member be removed 
from such committee by the ma¬ 
jority vote of the Board of Trust¬ 
ees, unless such member shall 
cease to qualify as a member 
thereof. 

(c) Chairperson. One member 
of each committee shall be elected 
Chairperson by a majority of the 
committee members. 

(d) Vacancies. Vacancies in the 
membership of any committee may 
be filled by appointments made in 
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the same manner as provided in 
the case of the original appoint¬ 
ments. 

(e) Quorum. Unless otherwise 
provided in the resolution of the 
Board of Trustees designating a 
committee, a majority of the whole 
committee shall constitute a quo¬ 
rum, and the act of a majority of 
the members present at a meet¬ 
ing at which a quorum is present 
shall be the act of the committee. 

(f) Rules. Each committee may 
adopt rules for its own govern¬ 
ment not inconsistent with the By¬ 
laws or with rules adopted by the 
Board ofTrustees. 

(g) Advisory groups. The 
Board of Trustees, by resolution 
adopted by a majority of the Trust¬ 
ees in office, may establish one or 
more groups whose purpose shall 
be to serve the Board and the Co¬ 
operative in an advisory role, and 
to provide a liaison between the 
membership, the Board, and 
management on such matters as 
requested from time to time. The 
Board shall not delegate its au¬ 
thority to any advisory group, nor 
shall any vote thereof be binding 
upon the Board, the Cooperative, 

or management. 

PRESENT BYLAWS, PAGE 22, 
ARTICLE XI, SECTION 1: 
TO BE REPEALED: 

ARTICLE XI 

MISCELLANEOUS 

SECTION 1. 
Membership in Other 

Organizations. 
The Cooperative shall not become 
a member of or purchase stock in 
any other organization without an 
affirmative vote of the Board at a 
duly held meeting. The Coopera¬ 
tive may, upon the authorization 
of the Board, purchase stock in or 
become a member of any corpora¬ 
tion or organization organized on 
a non-profit basis for the purpose 
of engaging in or furthering the 
cause of rural electrification, or 
with the approval of the Adminis¬ 
trator of the Rural Electrification 
Administration, of any other cor¬ 
poration for the purpose of acquir¬ 
ing electric facilities. 

PROPOSED BYLAW, PAGE 22, 
ARTICLE XI, SECTION 1: 
NEW, TO BE ADDED: 

ARTICLE XI 

MISCELLANEOUS 

SECTION 1. Membership in 
Other Organizations. The Coop¬ 
erative may, upon authorization of 
the board, organize, establish, be¬ 
come a member of, or purchase 
stock or ownership in any other 
entity or organization when, in the 
judgment of the board, such ac¬ 
tion will foster and further the 
aims and objectives of the Coop¬ 
erative in furnishing low cost elec¬ 
tric energy, or other goods, ser¬ 
vices, or facilities, primarily to its 
members. 
Upon motion made by Mr. Knight, 
seconded by Mr. Richardson, the 
Resolution was unanimously 
adopted and approved with a 
direction that it be submitted to 
the membership for vote at the 
annual meeting on August 1, 
1995, and that appropriate notice 
be given. 

Capital credits for 1994 
The most economical method 

of notifying members of their capi¬ 
tal credit allocation is to furnish 
them with a multiplication factor, 
which when applied to the total 
electric bill for the year 1994 will 
determine the notified of the 
amount of patronage. Notices will 
be mailed to large commercial con¬ 
sumers who are not on self bill¬ 
ing. 

Self-billing members may de¬ 
termine their capital credit alloca- 
tions from SouthEastern by 
multiplying their bills paid (less 
tax) by a factor of .07436911; for 
Southern Illinois Power Co-opera¬ 
tive use a factor of .06901597. 

For those paying accounts 
under the Small Commercial 
Schedule, a factor of .07262508 
for SouthEastern and .06739748 
for Southern Illinois Power Co-op¬ 
erative should be used. 

If you are unable to determine 
your 1994 allocation, the amount 
credited will be furnished on re¬ 
quest. 

The bylaws of your cooperative 
provide that each member shall be 
notified of the amount of patron¬ 
age capital credited to his account. 
Of the total allocation, approxi¬ 
mately 39 percent is due to capi¬ 
tal credit allocation received from 
the Southern Illinois Power Co-op¬ 
erative. 

A capital credit plan is an ar¬ 
rangement under which: (1) a co¬ 
operative and its members 
expressly agree that any payment 
by any patron over the cost of serv¬ 
ing him is capital furnished by the 
patron to the cooperative; (2) the 
Cooperative credits such patron¬ 
age capital on its books to the pa¬ 
trons; and (3) such capital will be 
retired when, in the opinion of the 

board of trustees, such retirement 
will not impair the cooperative’s 
financial position. 

The capital credit plan pro¬ 
vides for service at cost for paying 
off the REA and CFC loans, for 
acquiring complete local owner¬ 
ship of the cooperative system, for 
giving all patrons full credit for all 
payments in excess of cost, and for 
the eventual repayment to the pa¬ 
trons of all capital furnished by 
them. Capital credits are not nec¬ 
essarily available in the form of 
cash, but are represented largely 
by investments in poles, wire, 
transformers and other equipment 
required to provide service. In gen¬ 
eral, no patronage capital can be 
retired until the cooperative has 
obtained enough capital to take 
care of all its needs. 
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Attend the 

SouthEastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Annual Meeting 

Tliesday, August 1 
Southeastern Illinois College 

(Illinois Route 13 east of Harrisburg) 
or 

(College Drive south of Eldorado) 

Registration begins at 6 p.m. 
Business meeting begins at 7 p.m 

• Reports of officers 
• Election of trustees 

• Other cooperative business 

$10 electric bill credit 
for all members 

attending the annual meeting 

12d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/July1995 



The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastem Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Mining has been an integral part of the Southern Illinois economy for many de¬ 
cades. Salt and fluorspar were among the first minerals to be extracted, their mining 
occurring centuries prior to the discovery of the New World. Although the salt indus¬ 
try has been dead for more than 120 years, fluorspar mining, which began commer¬ 
cially in the area in the late 1800s, is still being done today with 200,000 tons produced 
annually in Hardin County. Coal was first discovered in Illinois in 1673 with the first 
significant mining taking place in 1810. Due to the importance of mining to the area, 
the following article entitled, “What You Should Know About Mining” which appeared 
in the May issue of the Coal-Leader maga/lne seems particularly appropriate. 

What you should know about U.S. mining 
• Every American uses an average of 

40,000 pounds of new minerals each 
year. 

• Mining has touched less than one- 
quarter of one percent of all the land in 
the United States. 

• U.S. coal comprises more than 90 
percent of the nation’s fossil fuel reserves 
and gives the country a secure energy 
source against the geo-political and fi¬ 
nancial instabilities of imported oil de¬ 
pendence. 

• Nearly 300,000 people work di¬ 
rectly in mining throughout the United 
States. Employment in industries that 
support mining, including manufactur¬ 
ing, engineering, environmental and geo¬ 
logical consultants, accounts for about 
3 million jobs. 

• Processed materials of mineral ori¬ 
gin account for 5 percent of U.S. gross 
domestic product. Coal generates $132 
billion of activity in the U.S. economy. 
For each job in the coal industry 11 ad¬ 
ditional U.S. jobs are created. 

• U.S. coal reserves exceed world oil 

and natural gas reserves in terms of en¬ 
ergy content — more recoverable coal 
reserves than any other nation with 
nearly 300 billion tons or 32 percent of 
world total, a secure supply for the next 
240 years. 

• Only 3 million acres of public land, 
about the size of a county in Nevada, 
have gone into private ownership from 
mining, compared to 94 million acres 
granted to railroads and 288 million 
acres as agricultural homesteads. 

• U.S. coal accounts for more than 
32 percent of domestically produced fos¬ 
sil energy, the largest share, and gener¬ 
ates over 55 percent of the electricity 
used in the U.S. each day. 

• Coal is considered a fuel of choice 
by utilities because of its abundance, re¬ 
liability, security and stable, low prices. 

• Minerals account for exports worth 
as much as $6 billion per year and U.S. 
coal exports contribute more than $3 
billion annually to the positive side of the 
nation’s trade balance. 

(Continued on page 12c) 
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Dixie Terry stands at the door of her office. She notes that while it’s small, it’s adequate. Note the plastic 
dishpan filing system. She originally set up her typewriter to face the window, but was unable to get any 
work done! 

Cooking up a magazine column 
Dixie Teny has a job many 

people would envy: She spends 
a good deal of her time looking 
out the window of her home over¬ 
looking the Lake of Egypt. Then 
she writes about the things that 
go through her mind as she 
“watches the world go by.” 

In fact, the column she writes 
for Springhouse Magazine is en¬ 
titled, “From My Kitchen Win¬ 
dow.” She began writing for 
Springhouse — which has been 
on the market for 12 years now 
— with the second issue. 

Her stories generally tend to 
revolve around friends and fam¬ 
ily, with a fair amount of actual 
“out-the-window” observations 
thrown in for good measure. And 
there are recipes: hundreds of 
them over the years. She has 
compiled those recipes, in fact, 
along with her columns, and 
come up with a cookbook that 
mixes day-by-day commentary 
with cooking yarns, fond memo¬ 
ries and family chitchat. Not sur¬ 
prisingly, its title is, “From My 
Kitchen Window.” 

She notes that she gets much 

of her inspiration literally from 
watching what goes on as she 
stands at the sink washing 
dishes. 

“I never had a dishwasher,” 
she says, “and I never wanted 
one. I literally stand at my win¬ 
dow, and just watch what hap¬ 
pens. I keep a notepad and pen, 
and when I get an idea, I jot it 
down. The dampness of my 
hands and the notepad, and the 
smeared ink sometimes make for 
difficult notes, but it works for 
me.” 

Her columns will often deal 
with the change of the seasons, 
the activities of people and ani¬ 
mals in the yard and on the lake, 
family activities during the holi¬ 
days, and so on. 

Born in Cypress, in Johnson 
County, Dixie is a lifelong area 
resident. She graduated from 
Vienna High School and attended 
Southern Illinois University at 
Carbondale, where she notes 
that she didn’t really know what 
she wanted to do with her life. 

Before long, she began study¬ 
ing at the Chicago School of In¬ 

terior Design. While all this was 
going on, she met and married 
Jim Terry, a Goreville native. 
“He’s been my favorite husband 
for nearly 40 years,” she says 
with a chuckle. She had an inte¬ 
rior design studio and wrote a 
daily decorating column for the 
Cairo Evening Citizen. 

As time went by, there were 
children. The Terrys had three 
daughters and two sons, and all 
of them provided fodder for 
Dixie’s Erma Bombeck, Gladys 
Taylor-Julia Child mixture of 
witty writing style. 

She spent seven years serv¬ 
ing as office manager for Teny 
Auto Supply, the family busi¬ 
ness, and spent 10 years owning 
and operating a day-care center. 

While there were children 
and office jobs and day-care cen¬ 
ters and all the rest, Dixie was 
writing. And she was taking 
classes at SIU. “I took a couple 
of classes,” she says, “and they 
dealt mostly with marketing my 
writing.” 

While she’s still trying to find 
ways to sell her stories, she’s not 
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really doing badly at all. “I’ve had 
stories in Trailblazer, Today, 
Plus, Arkansas Gazette, Family 
Motor Association Magazine, Il¬ 
linois Fishin’ News, Country 
Woman, Pride, Home talk. Mid¬ 
west Antiques and Collectibles, 
Heartland Collectibles, Midwest 
Outdoors, and other regional 
magazines. And, of course, 
Springhouse.” 

In addition to her 
Springhouse column, Dixie 
writes similar offerings for other 
publications. “From My Country 
Kitchen” appears regularly in 
Midwest Outdoors, and “Look 
What’s Cooking!” graces the 
pages of River Country Outdoors 
magazine. She writes occasional 
features for Antiques and Col¬ 
lectibles News and is food editor 
of Williamson County Life, a 
southern Illinois weekly, for 
which she also writes various 

(Continued from page 12a) 

• Nearly 75 million tons of 
U.S. coal are exported to 50 
countries, with the European 
Community, Japan and Canada 
buying the largest amount. 

• Your telephone is made of 
aluminum, beryllium, coal, cop¬ 
per, gold, iron, limestone, silica, 
silver, talc and wollastonite. 
Without boron, copper, gold and 
quartz, your digital alarm clock 
would not work. 

• During the past 20 years, 
the average price of coal has in¬ 
creased only 5 percent while the 
prices of natural gas and crude 
oil have increased 180 percent 
and 55 percent, respectively. 

• Since 1973, U.S. electric 
utilities have increased domestic 
coal use'by approximately 100 
percent, yet total U.S. sulfur di¬ 
oxide emissions have declined 28 
percent. 

• Everything from the carpet 
(limestone, selenium, lime, soda 
ash, zeolites, bentonite, titanium, 
sulfur, diatomite) under your feet 
to the doorknob (iron) on your 
door comes from mining. 

• Over 15 million tons of coal 
combustion by-products, such 

articles and a “Cook of the Week” 
feature. 

“I enter writing competitions 
too,” she says, “and I’ve had some 
success. I’ve won area and state 
writing awards, and was winner 
of the Governor’s Award in an 
Ozark Creative Writers’ Guild 
competition, sponsored by Presi¬ 
dent Clinton, who was then gov¬ 
ernor of Arkansas. My most 
recent award was for an adult 
writing competition sponsored 
last year by John A. Logan Col¬ 
lege.” 

While she gets her inspiration 
from looking out a window, she 
actually writes her stories In a 
small cubicle, sitting al a desk 
facing away from one. Her office 
is actually more like a walk-in 
closet than an office, and had 
been used for storage. 

“I got to looking for a place to 
work,” she says, “because the 

as fly ash, are recycled and used 
in cement production, road con¬ 
struction and roofing each year. 

• The United States is the 
world’s second-largest producer 
of gold, which in addition to jew¬ 
elry, is used to make computer 
circuitry. 

• Over two million acres of 
mined lands have been reclaimed 
by the U.S. coal industry since 
1974. The lands are returned to 
their original ecological state or 
employed in agricultural and 
commercial uses such as wildlife 
habitats, forests, and wetlands. 

• A television requires 35 dif¬ 
ferent minerals, 40 minerals are 
used to make telephones and 15 
minerals are needed to make a 
car. 

• Almost 40 percent of coal’s 
sale price is returned to federal 
state and local governments in 
the form of taxes — more than 
double the percentage paid by oil, 
and almost six times the percent¬ 
age paid by natural gas. 

• America’s copper mines 
rank second only to Chile in pro¬ 
duction. Copper is used to make 
electrical wire. 

kitchen table was so inconve¬ 
nient. Jim finally built some stor¬ 
age in some wasted space under 
the stairway, and I moved all the 
stuff I had in my ‘office’ into there 
and moved my desk and word 
processor and all my other para¬ 
phernalia into here. There’s a 
window — that also looks out 
over the lake — and I originally 
set my desk up so I could look 
out as I worked. 

“That didn’t work. It’s hard to 
believe how many distractions 
there are out there,” she contin¬ 
ues, “and I had to turn my desk 
the other way, so I could get some 
work done!” She adds that the 
window at least provides even 
lighting. 

While the view out her office 
window is not very productive, 
she notes that the view out her 
kitchen window is interesting 
and rewarding. 

• The average miner makes 
$38,000 per year in salary not 
including overtime, bonuses and 
benefits. 

• For every billion dollars of 
coal produced, there is an ulti¬ 
mate demand in the U.S. 
economy for approximately $ 19.2 
million of electricity, $11.2 mil¬ 
lion of refined petroleum, $5.4 
million of transportation, $12.8 
million of business services, and 
$14 million of wholesale trade 
transactions. 

• The United States is the 
world’s leading producer of be¬ 
ryllium, molybdenum, phos¬ 
phate rock and salt. 

• Investment in technology, 
training and equipment has 
made the U.S. mining industry 
the safest in the world; the min¬ 
ing industry is committed to 
reaching a goal of zero safety-re¬ 
lated incidents on the job. 

• Minerals such a boron, clay, 
kaolin, sulfur, talc, titanium and 
trona, were used to help make 
the paper you are now reading. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/August 1995 12c 



Equipment offered for sale by sealed bid 
The below listed surplus equipment is being of¬ 
fered for sale by SouthEastern Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operative, Inc. The equipment can be viewed at our 
Eldorado headquarters, Monday through Friday. 
Interested parties can contact Don Allen at 
(618)273-2611, Ext. 160. All equipment will be sold 
in “as is” condition. Sealed bids will be accepted 
on this equipment until August 10, 1995. Payment 

Please reference the vehicle number, your bid, your phone no., name & address. 

Equipment for sale 

Vehicle No. Vehicle Description Min. Bid 

8C 1978 Ford, F600 Truck 
361 V8, 5-speed with 2-speed 17,500 rear axle, 900x20 
tires, bud wheels with utility body (Approx. 156,273 miles) 

$2,500.00 

6C 1984 Ford, F700 truck 
370 V8, 5-speed with 2-speed 18,500 rear axle, 900x20 
tires, bud wheels with utility body (Approx. 73,093 miles) 

$4,500.00 

4A 1990 Ford, Crown Victoria LX 
Color: White/w blue interior, V-8, Power steering,power brakes, 
power seat and door locks, cruise control and air conditioning 
(Approx. 86,000 miles) 

$5,200.00 

will be by cash, certified check or money order. Bids 
are to be sent to: 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, 
Inc. 

P.O. Box 251 
Eldorado, IL 62930 

ATTN: Don Allen 

Power Outage  
If your power goes off, we offer these suggesstions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your ser¬ 
vice panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
paneljust below the meter socket. If the breaker is in 
the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring ap¬ 
pears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” posi¬ 
tion. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays 
(from 4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to 
report outages or emergencies. If you do not receive 
an answer or if the phone is busy, please call 1-800- 
833-2611 or 273-2611 (COLLECT) to report your out¬ 
age or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering 
your call the account name and location number as it 
appears on the envelope that contains your billing tick¬ 
ets. 

1 -800-833-2611 
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The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

The men who were reelected to the Board of Trustees at SEIEC’s Annual Meeting are congratulated by 
James M. “Mick” Cummins, Manager. From left are Kenneth Webb of Tunnel Hill, David Ramsey of Omaha, 
Victor Knight of McLeansboro, W. B. Pulliam of Galatia and Cummins. The Meeting was held Tuesday, 
August 1, at Southeastern Illinois College, Harrisburg. 

No rate increase in ’95! 
Members of SouthEastern Il¬ 

linois Electric Cooperative got 
another dose of welcome “old 
news” at their 57th Annual Meet¬ 
ing Tuesday, August 1, at South¬ 
eastern Illinois College, 
Harrisburg. They were told, for 
the 13th straight year, that there 
will not be a rate increase. 

Members of the Eldorado- 
based Cooperative also reelected 
four area men to the 
organization’s governing Board. 
They were Victor Knight of 
McLeansboro, W. B. Pulliam of 
Galatia, David Ramsey of Omaha 
and Kenneth R. Webb of Tunnel 
Hill. 

James M. “Mick” Cummins, 
Manager, noted that 1994 had 
been a challenging one for 
SouthEastern. “Due primarily to 
the loss of the Peabody Eagle and 
Old Ben 25 coal mining loads, 
electric sales revenue fell some 
$855,000 in 1994,” he said, “but 
we reduced operating expenses 

12a ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/September 1995 



At right, retired Trustee Eugene 
Lamkin registers for the Meeting; 
SEIEC’s Susie Cox did the honors. 
Below, there was a good crowd at 
the Meeting, although it was 
somewhat down from previous 
meetings, at least partly because 
of stifling heat and the threat of 
severe thunderstorms. 

accordingly, and still had net op¬ 
erating margins of $1,615,000. 
While those margins were about 
$47,000 less than those for the 
previous year, they weren’t bad. 

“Despite that setback,” he 
continued, “1994 was another 
successful year for SouthEast- 
ern, and your Co-op is in sound 
financial condition.” 

Cummins added that the 
electric distribution system is 
made up of some 3,100 miles of 
power lines and 35 substations, 
and it is in sound condition too, 
although keeping it that way 
takes a lot of money and effort. 

“Last year we spent over $4,000 
a day to maintain the system,” he 
said, “and we spent some 
$12,000 a day on new construc¬ 
tion, upgrades and improve¬ 
ments. Those were needed to 
replace aging lines and prepare 
for new and future load in¬ 
creases.” 

SouthEastern has kept com¬ 
petitive rates, even while spend¬ 
ing to keep the system sound, he 
added, noting that the Co-op’s 
rates are a key factor in attract¬ 
ing industry, while residential 
rates are some of the lowest in the 
state, with 1,000 kilowatt-hours 

of electricity selling for $79.50 
plus tax. 

"A significant factor not cal¬ 
culated into that rate is the value 
of the $2.3 million of patronage 
capital that has been refunded to 
members during the past six 
years,” he added. 

Bill Cadle of Marion, Presi¬ 
dent, told the audience that 
SouthEastern, like nearly every¬ 
one else, is preparing for the 
future. “While the arrival of the 
year 2000 will probably generate 
as much hype and hoopla as the 
nation’s Bicentennial did 19 years 
ago, it won’t really make that 
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much difference forSouthEast- 
ern. We’re not waiting for any 
certain time to get ready for what 
the future may bring.” 

'While rural areas seem out¬ 
wardly unchanged in some ways, 
he added, there are many 
changes going on under the sur¬ 
face. “If you look closely, you’ll see 
that modern times aren’t exactly 
passing us by. The century-old 
farmhouse down the road has a 
satellite dish in the yard, and the 
kids do homework on their bed¬ 
room computer—when they take 
time out from video games. Small 
industries are being built out in 

At left, members listen attentively 
to a speaker. At lower left, Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles R. Jones of Galatia 
pick up the microwave oven they 
won as an attendance prize: 
SEIEC’s Greg Cruse made the pre¬ 
sentation. Below, Vernon Sullivan 
of Thompsonville won the grand 
prize, a 19" color TV: Greg Cruse 
also made that presentation. 

the country, new homes are 
appearing, and new families are 
being raised.” 

Cadle stressed that 
SouthEastern plans to be there, 
improving the quality of life in 
rural areas the way it has been 
since its founding. “Though our 
original purpose was to bring 
electricity, our mission has al¬ 
ways been to improve the lives of 
our members. 

James J. “Jamie” Scherrer of 
Equality, Secretary-Treasurer, 
reported that the Co-op’s operat¬ 
ing revenues for 1994 amounted 
to $35,093,660, down somewhat 

from the previous year’s 
$35,930,079, largely due to the 
loss of the two coal mining loads 
Cummins had alluded to previ¬ 
ously. 

"Operating expenses," he 
added, "came to $33,478,625, 
also down from last year’s total. 
SouthEastern paid out $508,865 
in taxes." 

After the Meeting the Board 
met in reorganizational session 
and elected David Ramsey Presi¬ 
dent. Robert Tiberend of Benton 
was elected Vice President, and 
Scherrer was retained as Sec- 
retary-treasurer. 
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The storm has passed but danger still lingers 
While we understand the ur¬ 

gency of restoring electric power 
to all our members during and 
after severe storms, we consider 
hazardous conditions created by 
the storm our first priority. 

Power lines that have been 
snapped or pulled down as a re¬ 
sult of a storm present a serious, 
even deadly threat. If you come 
across a downed wire, stay com¬ 
pletely away from it—don’t touch 
the wire, the pole to which it is 
attached or anything else in con¬ 
tact with the wire. Call 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
immediately — don’t assume 
someone else will call or has al¬ 
ready called. We want to know 
about downed wires as soon as 
possible so we can send our 
trained linemen to make the 
needed repairs. 

We encourage you to take a 
few moments today to teach your 
children about the dangers of 

downed electric wires. Instruct 
them to tell you or another adult 
as soon as possible about the 
problem and to warn other chil¬ 
dren to stay away. Never assume 

a wire is harmless — let us make 
the determination and repairs. 
With your help, together we can 
continue to keep our community 
safe from electrical accidents. 

Power Outage  
If your power goes off, we offer these suggesstions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your ser¬ 
vice panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “ON” position. 

2. If you nave a meter pole, check the main breaker 
paneljust below the meter socket. If the breaker is in 
the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring ap¬ 
pears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” posi¬ 
tion. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays 
(from 4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to 
report outages or emergencies. If you do not receive 
an answer or if the phone is busy, please call 1-800- 
833-2611 or 273-2611 (COLLECT) to report your out¬ 
age or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering 
your call the account name and location number as it 
appears on the envelope that contains your billing tick¬ 
ets. 

-2611 
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The SOGTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Your Cooperative has updated some 
existing programs and added some new 
ones in order to serve you better. For sev¬ 
eral years now, SouthEastern has offered 
an outdoor lighting program with a 
choice of two fixtures, a 90-watt unit and 
a 200-watt unit, both omni-directional. 
In addition to those units, we now offer 

a 150-watt omni-directional fixture and 
flood lights in three different sizes: 200- 
watt, 400-watt, and 1,000-watt. We also 
offer an ornamental “coach” light and 
pole combination for those desiring deco¬ 
rative fixtures. The lights offered, their 
light output, and their daily rental cost 
are shown in the following chart: 

Light Output 
Light Size & Type in Lumens 

90-watt omni-directional 7,200 
150-watt omni-directional 16,000 
200-watt omni-directional 22,000 
200-watt flood 22,000 
400-watt flood 50,000 
1,000-watt flood 140,000 

The ornamental coach lamp pro¬ 
duces 9,500 lumens of light and rents 
for $20.50 per month. SouthEastern 
provides the electrical energy for these 
lights and maintains them during regu¬ 
lar working hours. If you are interested 
in adding new or upgrading existing 
lighting, please contact our Engineering 
Department. 

Another program being offered on a 
trial basis is “All House Surge Protection” 
with kits designed to protect your appli¬ 
ances against lightning and related surge 
damages. These units, although expen¬ 
sive, offer a degree of protection not 
readily available in our area. Kits range 
from $275 to $580, depending upon your 
needs, and are currently available on a 
cash and carry basis for SouthEastern 
members. Please contact our Engineer¬ 
ing Department for further information. 

Daily Rental 
fOn Existing Co-op Pole) 

$ .20 
.29 
.39 
.49 
.68 

1.14 

Last, but certainly not least, for those 
of you who are building new homes or 
undertaking major renovation projects, 
the Cooperative is offering, free of charge 
to members, a booklet which offers con¬ 
struction techniques and recommenda¬ 
tions which assure that your home’s 
energy consumption will be the lowest 
possible, while at the same time ensur¬ 
ing a high degree of comfort for you and 
your family. Of course, if you install elec¬ 
tric heat or a dual fuel heat pump with 
all major electric appliances in that new 
or remodeled home, you will qualify for 
SouthEastern’s electric heat rate. To get 
your free booklet, “A Guide to Energy Ef¬ 
ficient Construction Standards,” just 
give our Member Services Department a 
call, we’ll mail a copy to your home. And 
as always, “We’ll keep the lights on for 
you.” 
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Ashley Sisney displays her entries-and her “Su¬ 
perior” ribbon-just after she received the award at 
the State Fair competition. 

Alisha Sisney displays a loaf of “Aunt Nada’s Yu¬ 
goslavian bread.” She received a “Superior” award 
for it, just as she did last year. 

Galatia sisters win 
awards at State Fair 

Two Galatia sisters did quite 
well during the Illinois State Fair 
last month in Springfield. Alisha 
Sisney, 13, won her second “su¬ 
perior” award with her “Aunt 
Nada’s Yugoslavian Bread,” while 
Ashley, 11, took home a superior 
for her entries in the writing com¬ 
petition. 

The girls, daughters of Alan 
and Therese Sisney of rural 
Galatia, are members of the True 
Blue 4-H Club. Sisney drives a 
truck for Wabash Valley Trans¬ 
portation in Mt. Vernon, Indiana, 
while Mrs. Sisney is a home¬ 
maker. They are leaders of True 

Blue. They also have two younger 
daughters; Alayna is 4, and Afton 
is 2. “Still a little young for 4-H,” 
Therese says, “but I’m working 
on it.” 

“Contestants are allowed to 
enter a project in competition 
twice,” Therese says, “and this is 
the second year Alisha entered 
Aunt Nada’s bread. It took supe¬ 
rior last year, too. She learned to 
make it from my aunt Nada, and 
that’s where the name came 
from.” 

As for future plans, Alisha 
says she hopes to become a 
teacher for deaf and blind stu¬ 

dents. 
Ashley entered two stories. 

One, entitled, “Have Cricket 
Frogs Made a Comeback Yet?” 
dealt with a University of Illinois 
team and its study of amphibian 
life in a creek near the family’s 
home. The second was, “Did You 
Kiss a Cow?” It dealt with the 
club’s Dairy Month activities. 

It will be interesting to see if 
the two younger girls share the 
talents of their elder siblings: and 
if they have a inclinationt toward 
unusual titles! 
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Co-op Month celebrates 
^Expanding People’s Horizons’ 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative is one of 47,000 co¬ 
operatives throughout the United 
States that will participate in the 
annual Cooperative Month ob¬ 
servance during October. This 
year’s theme is “Cooperatives— 
Expanding People’s Horizons.” 

The nation’s cooperatives are 
a varied lot. There are big ones 
and small ones, and they’re lo¬ 
cated everywhere: in cities and 
towns and suburbs throughout 
America. 

They have one goal, and that 
is to provide goods and services 
as economically and efficiently as 
possible. As locally owned and 
controlled businesses, co-ops are 
unique because of 
their commitment 
not only to the 
people they serve, 
but also to their 
communities. 

“During the 
past few years cus¬ 
tomer service has 
become one of the 
hot business 
buzzwords,” says 
Glenn English, ex¬ 
ecutive vice presi¬ 
dent and general 
manager of the Na¬ 
tional Rural Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative 
Association 
(NRECA). “It’s all 
the rage because companies are 
responding to people who have 
figured out that they don’t have 
to take what they get. We have 
more choices today. Our horizons 
have expanded. Instead of taking 
what we get, we expect to get 
what we need and what we 
want.” 

Such service is not new for 
electric co-ops, he added, be¬ 
cause service is what they were 
all about all along. “Customer 
service is our sole reason for ex¬ 

istence,” he says. 
About 120 million people in 

every state of the union receive 
goods and services from coopera¬ 
tives, and 25 million of that num¬ 
ber are consumer-owners of 
1,000 electric cooperatives. There 
are co-ops that serve other needs, 
too. 

Electric co-ops got started 
when investor-owned utilities 
wouldn’t string wires into the 
countryside, and credit unions— 
which are also cooperatives— 
were first set up to offer financial 
services to people that banks 
didn’t want to serve. 

NRECA’s English says, 
“Those of us involved with con¬ 

sumer-owned electric co-ops 
learned a long time ago about ex¬ 
panding our horizons. In the 
1930s, after decades of having to 
settle for no electric service be¬ 
cause no one saw profits in rural 
America, rural people figured out 
they didn’t have to take what they 
got. 

“They banded together,” he 
continued, “to form their own 
utilities so that today, we’re 25 
million people strong, and keep¬ 
ing power and opportunity flow¬ 

ing to virtually every acre of the 
country.” 

Cooperatives also exist for 
housing, insurance, farm mar¬ 
keting and farm supply, tele¬ 
phone service, health and day 
care, and news services. 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative was founded in 1938 
and provides electric service to 
19,802 members in 10 counties. 

An electric cooperative is a 
unique kind of electric utility be¬ 
cause it is locally owned and con¬ 
trolled. Each person has a voice 
and a vote in the co-op’s activi¬ 
ties and can be elected to the co¬ 
op board. Members of the co-op’s 
board live in the co-op’s service 

area and pay the 
same rates as 
other members. 
There are no ab¬ 
sentee owners. 
The co-op way of 

conducting busi¬ 
ness is a true ex¬ 
ample of all that’s 
good about 
grassroots involve¬ 
ment and democ¬ 
racy in action. 
Additionally, many 
electric systems 
have long track 
records of helping 
start and expand 
commercial, in¬ 
dustrial and com¬ 

munity facility projects, 
producing hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of new jobs. 

Since electric co-ops are com¬ 
munity ventures, whatever ben¬ 
efits the community obviously 
benefits the co-op and its mem¬ 
ber-owners, too. And the same 
holds true for any other kind of 
co-op. The theme, “Coopera¬ 
tives—Expanding People’s Hori¬ 
zons,” is one of the best 
descriptions that can be applied 
to co-ops. 

EXPANDING i 
PEOPLES >£ lit 

OG OL NS 
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Sale of excess equipment 
Below is a list of items for sale 

by SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. These items can 
be viewed at the Eldorado Head¬ 
quarters, located on Route 142 
south in Eldorado, between the 
hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., 
Thursday, October 19 and Fri¬ 
day, October 20. When you ar¬ 
rive, just ask one of the ladies at 
the front desk for Bob Kielhorn, 
he will be happy to show you 
these items: 

1. Gasboy Pump 
2. Hot Stick Trailer 
3. Wire Spooling Equipment 
4. 2 — Railroad Dollies 
5. Sharp CS1680 Calculator 
6. Omni G93 Thermal Fax Ma¬ 

chine with five (5) rolls of 
thermal paper 

7. Harris 110 Phone System 
8. Northcom Private Line Sys¬ 

tem with two (2) phones 
9. 1 Lot — Computer Parts 

10. 3.5 KVA Generator — Onan 
120.240 volts, 14.6 amps 

11. 1—4-Drawer Filing Cabinet 
12. Matching Brown Vinyl Sofa, 

Love Seat and Chair 
13. Used Carpet (17x25) Brown 
14. Victor 605 Calculator 
15. UARCO Model 1771 

Burster/Stacker 
16. Standard Register 

Decolator 
17. A.B. Dick 545 Memograph 

with some supplies 
18. IBM Memory 100 Type¬ 

writer 

All items are being sold AS IS. 

SEALED BIDS are to be sub¬ 
mitted in writing by 10 a.m., Fri¬ 
day, November 3, 1995. Please 
mail your bid to the following 
address: 

Mr. Bob Kielhorn 
SouthEastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
P.O. Box 251 
Eldorado, IL 62930 

Be sure to mark the outside 
of the envelope “BID" in order to 
prevent premature opening. All 
bids are to be for a firm dollar 
amount. SouthEastern reserves 
the right to reject any and/or all 
bids. 

Power Outage  
If your power goes off, we offer these suggesstions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your ser¬ 
vice panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “ON” position. 

2. If you nave a meter pole, check the main breaker 
paneljust below the meter socket. If the breaker is in 
the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring ap¬ 
pears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” posi¬ 
tion. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays 
(from 4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to 
report outages or emergencies. If you do not receive 
an answer or if the phone is busy, please call 1-800- 
833-2611 or 273-2611 (COLLECT) to report your out¬ 
age or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering 
your call the account name and location number as it 
appears on the envelope that contains your billing tick¬ 
ets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Investor-owned utilities 
admit to subsidies 

For the first time ever, the Edison 
Electric Institute (EEI), the premiere lob¬ 
bying organization for the nation’s inves¬ 
tor-owned power companies, admitted 
this past July that for-profit electric com¬ 
panies have received federal subsidies 
through accelerated depreciation and 
deferred tax benefits. By EEI’s own cal¬ 
culations, these subsidies amount to al¬ 
most $3.4 BILLION annually! By our 
information, they amount to over $5 BIL¬ 
LION annually. These windfall funds are 
the result of almost $75 BILLION (yes, 
Billion) collected from customers as fed¬ 
eral taxes — taxes collected, but not paid 
to the U.S. Treasury. In 1993, the two 
investor-owned electric companies serv¬ 
ing Southern Illinois, aggregately held al¬ 
most $2.3 BILLION IN TAXES collected, 
but not repaid, amounting to an aver¬ 
age annual subsidy of over $85 million. 
In addition, the state’s largest utility. 
Commonwealth Edison, with assets ex¬ 
ceeding $24 BILLION, paid no federal 
income taxes in 1993. Quite a deal if you 
can get it. 

Cooperative offers district 
engineering services at 
Golconda 

Diana Roberson, engineering techni¬ 
cian, is now headquartered in Golconda 
for the purpose of providing localized 
engineering services for Hardin, Pope 
and Massac counties members. Diana 
began her career with SouthEastern in 
1989 and served as a billing clerk until 
February 1995. Diana and husband, Sid, 
reside in Harrisburg, with children: 
Vicki, Paul and Jill. Members may con¬ 
tact Diana at the Golconda headquar¬ 
ters by phoning 618/683-4401. 

The Cooperative also offers District 
Engineering Services at its Benton and 
Marion headquarters. 

Diana Roberson 
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Fran and her manager, Red Jones, 
in front of the pig barn they con¬ 
verted into a restaurant. 

Bay 
Creek 
Lodge 

Fran Land is “back home”— 
almost. After years of teaching in 
Chicago, the North Carolina na¬ 
tive is owner and operator of Bay 
Creek Ranch Campground near 
Robbs, in west-central Pope 
County. 

While it seems strange to 
suggest she’s “home,” Fran notes 
that the Southern area of Illinois 
is very much like the lower 
reaches of the Great Smokies, 
where she grew up. 

“I came down here with a 
friend in 1989 to go on the first 
‘River to River’ Ride,” she says, 
“and I thought it was the pretti¬ 
est country I’d ever seen.” 

After that exposure to the 
beauty of Southern Illinois, Fran 
went back to her job at Roosevelt 
University in Chicago, where she 
taught undergraduate and 
graduate courses in marketing 
and advertising. She’d been there 
for 17 years, and remarks that 
some of the joy had gone out of 
teaching. 

“I was tired of what I was do¬ 
ing,” she says matter-of-factly, 
and I was going through a di¬ 
vorce. I decided to try something 

new. I came down here looking 
for a place, and found a bank¬ 
rupt hog farm. It had the three 
major things I thought it’d need: 
electricity, water and access to 
the riding trails of the Shawnee 
National Forest. 

“I started seeing possibilities 
the minute I saw it, and I bought 
it in about 10 minutes on a hand¬ 
shake deal. I had a one-year 
agreement with the university 
that I could go back, if this didn’t 
work out. 

“And that,” she chuckles, “is 
how I went from being a profes¬ 
sor in Chicago to a short-order 
cook in Southern Illinois, work¬ 
ing harder than ever.” 

She’s been rebuilding the 
place for the last five years. 
“There was a lot of cleaning up 
to do, buildings that weren’t good 
for anything,” she says, “and 
there was 40 years of trash in the 
treeline.” 

By the time she was ready to 
go, she’d hired Red Jones to 
manage the place. He had oper¬ 
ated a trucking business for 
many years, and was also ready 
to try something different. 

They cleaned up the best hog 
barn and turned it into their res¬ 
taurant. “It took us two full years 
to get the pig smell out of the 
place,” Fran says, “and it’s been 
replaced by the odor of cooking 
grease, now.” 

They started building other 
facilities, too. The circular con¬ 
crete slabs that had once been 
home to a herd of grain bins be¬ 
came pads for camp trailers. 
‘They’re real nice,” Red says, “be¬ 
cause they’re level. You can pull 
your camper on one, set it up, 
and you’re ready to go. There’s 
no headache at all to leveling the 
camper.” 

In all, there are 28 camp 
spaces, and a small group camp¬ 
ground separate from the others. 

“We have a nice operation 
here,” Fran says, “and we like it 
small, the way it is. I know there 
are a lot of operations that are 
bigger than ours, and I don’t 
worry about that. We want to be 
the very best small operation. 
That keeps us plenty busy.” 

The fact that the camp¬ 
ground is adjacent to the 
Shawnee is, as mentioned ear- 
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lier, a major plus. Horseback rid¬ 
ers seeking to enjoy the forest’s 
trails make up a large part of its 
clientele. “We have quite a few 
deer hunters, too,” Fran says, 
“and we have a couple of small 
rental campers that are espe¬ 
cially popular with them. 

“It’s interesting to see the dif¬ 
ference between horseback rid¬ 
ers and deer hunters,” she 
continues, “because riders will 
come here; if they like it, they’ll 
tell all their friends, and they’ll 
come too. Hunters tend to keep 
the place their own little secret.” 

Interestingly, Fran is involved 
in spreading the word—not just 
about her campground, but 
about all the campgrounds and 
lodging places in the area. “And 
I’m especially interested in pro¬ 
moting tourism in our area,” she 
adds, “because I think the beauty 
of this part of the state is one of 
the best-kept secrets around, 
and it shouldn’t be.” 

To help end the secrecy sur¬ 
rounding the area’s attractions, 
Fran helped design a brochure 
for mailing to prospective Cus¬ 

tomers from some 15 states. She 
adds that while about half her 
business comes from Illinois, a 
lot comes from Kentucky and 
Tennessee. “I’ve had people from 
some 15 states,” she says, “and 
some from Canada, too. I’m see¬ 
ing more and more people from 
Missouri here.” 

Since there’s some contro¬ 
versy over the use of the national 
forest trails, Fran is involved in 
the effort to keep them open for 
use by horseback riders. “The 
people who want to close them 
are uninformed,” she remarks, 
“and they think that the area 
would be restored to its pristine 
condition if the trails were closed. 
That’s not true. The area isn’t 
pristine, and it hasn’t been for 
years. If you’ll look at a 1917 
Quad map of this area, you’ll find 
that there were little farms, saw¬ 
mills, mines, homes, schools and 
churches all over the place.” 

At any rate, Congressman 
Glenn Poshard asked for infor¬ 
mation on the impact riders have 
on the economy of the area, and 
the Equestrian Trail Review 

Committee did a survey. ‘They 
found that the average amount 
spent by riders came to about 
$60 a day,” she says, “compared 
to the $12 spent by hikers and 
$25 a day spent by bicyclists. 
They also found that 70 percent 
of the riders fell into the 35-65 
age group, and are relatively af¬ 
fluent. “They found that there 
was about one-half million dol¬ 
lars brought into this area from 
other places,” Fran says, “and 
that’s not bad. And it is, I hope, 
paving the way for some new in¬ 
frastructure construction that 
will help build a bigger tourist 
trade for the future. 

“And we’re not talking about 
people who abuse the wilderness. 
These are conscientious people, 
who care about the condition of 
the area. In fact. I’m involved in 
an Adopt-a-Trail’ program with 
Shawnee National Forest. We go 
in and clean out all the old 
couches and refrigerators and 
other appliances that people 
dump out there. I like to think 
we’re pretty environmentally 
friendly.” 

New members of your cooperative 
Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family in May, 

June and July, 1995! 

May 
William Altman 
John Bright 
Trevor L. Clark 
Stephen K. Gulley 
Justin Jackson 
Dennis W. Morris 
Jay Paul Trovillion 
Steve M. Waters 
Robert J. Stapleton 
Dale A. Bosch 
Harold Campbell 
Jaems R. Clark 
Tim Deaton 
Lilia Carr 
Wilma Gormley 
Ronald L. Harner Jr. 
Darrell G. Kelly 
Theodore G. Lieb 
Morris Mott 
Lori A. Rice 
Phillip Wayland Swan 
Christy Vickery 
Linda Wofford 
Don Gay 
John R. Reeves Sr. 
James D. Proctor 
Gerald J. Stack 
Chad Hartle 
Lynn Clardy 
Steven R. Dixon 

Justin Hall 
Terry L. Janssen 
Robert E. Mosley 
Joseph Trudeau 
Glenn C. Woodson 
Ronald J. Garrigan 
Allen F. Brown 
Cellular One 
Pamela L. Clayton 
Steven J. Eldridge 
James Foster 
Cindy Graham 
Genetta J. Jackovich 
Stewart Wayne Kenley 
Carol Mocaby 
Stephen M. Newquist 
Deborah J. Rushing 
George A. Talley 
Vienna Boys Choir Clb 
Joseph A. Yonkman 
Tom Neal 
Russell Ramirez 
John Allen 
Raymond J. Clardy 
Una M. French 
Pasquale Intravaia 
Lori A. Mangrum 
Shew Enterprises 
Patricia Tucker 
Charles D. Smith 
Danny R. Beasley 

Hugh T. Burns 
Kenneth Childers 
D. Cozort 
Bruce Etheridge 
Michael W. Frick 
Nathan Gross 
James R. Jackson 
Homer Knisley 
Charles T. Moore 
Stephan R. Padget 
Jeffrey D. Sneed 
Dave Valentine 
Helen Wall 
Michael G. Johanson 
Mark J. Collico 
Thomas C. Hunt 
Gold King Cons, Inc. 

June 
Gary F. Arrowood 
Wayne A. Braswell 
Todd A. Carr 
Steve Clifford 
Dwight E. Dilg 
John Fitzgerald 
Carol Joy Gugert 
A1 Hewlett 
Michelle Hull 
Michael L. Ladd 
Cydni A. Mitchell 
Michael E. Palmer 

Deon Patton 
Jerry Lee Rice 
Charlotte Roberts 
Ronald Rushing 
Shawnee Surveying Co. 
Dee Sioui 
M.J. Staler 
Phillip V. Thorne 
Wiley G. Turner 
Daniel L. Weaver 
Lonnie D. Bass 
Geneva Harmon 
Roger A. Rentfro 
Agrarian Entrpris, Inc. 
Shelia Asbell 
Dennis E. Clark 
Glenda Dollar 
Roberta L. Bardwell 
Bruce Bryant 
Leslie A. Cheadle 
Frank M. Cool 
Jim L. Dunning 
Carl E. Galas 
Beverly D. Held 
Carl T. Holbrook 
Loren Jackson 
Trent Lawrence 
R.L. Nading 
Rhonda L. Palmer 
Jack Raikes 
E. James Rivett 

George Randa Roberts 
Ann L. Saturley 
Johnny R. Shoufler 
Debbie K. Smith 
Erin Storment 
Larry D. Toler 
Edward D. Vodak 
Sheila A. Woodlief 
James S. Bauer 
Rosemary A. Bick 
James W. Street 
West Tenn Communictns 
Robert W. Blankenship 
David Cullison 
Mark Gregge 
Anthony Boster 
B.L. Buchanan 
James D. Clarida 
Brian L. Dejong 
Deborah K. Estes 
Roger B. Gilbert 
Janeen Heller-Terry 
Ruth E. Hug 
Dale Joyner 
Bart Lincoln 
Stacy Orange 
George A. Parker 
John Renner 
Howard L. Robb 
Shane V. Rorer 
Kevin A. Shaffer 
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Brent T. Simpson 
Gary D. Smith 
Larry Thomas Jr. 
Paul Tropp 
Rachel Waldron 
Jeret Wyciskalla 
Gaiy William Bennett 
George Panick 
Kevin L. McArthy 
David D. Allen 
Darrin W. Bronw 
Ernest Dannenberger 
John C. Groves Jr. 
Paula D. Gurley 
Megan Hargett 
Janet L. Ingersoll 
Julie Joplin 
B. Dean Kindhart 
Ed Maloney 
Amber D. Presser 
Chris D. Roberts 
Connard L. Sanders 
Bobby J. Smith 
David L. Stucker 
Charles W. Thompson 
Stephen Triplett 
Janet M. Vaughn 
Mervin Lee Wolde 
David L. Hale 
Richard O. Holland 
Robert L. Jack 
Ricette D. Jordan 
Ralph Litton 
Chad E. Parkinson 
Richard Quertermous 
Joie Robertson 
Ronnie D. Sanders Sr. 
Bill J. Stacey 
James D. Suits 
Howard Thompson 
Leonida Troutman 
Dan Wilkerson 

Ted Wood 
Tonya Ham 
Cherry Hooker 
Aaron Jones 
Charles R. Kaufman Sr. 
Brad Maloney 
Lawrence Phiscator 
William Recktenwald 
Robert P. Rogers Jr. 
Ronald D. Shea 
Del R. Stacy 
J.C. Swan 
Phillip Travelstead 
Kelly L. Van 
Belinda Williams 
Woodsie’s Bar B Q 

July 
Placo, Inc. 
Janet L. Barwick 
Steve R. Bundren 
Susan M. Collins 
Karleen Derringer 
L.D. Followell 
Harley Greeno 
Angela R. Gwodzik 
Elizabeth G. Hargett 
Robert C. Kelton 
Debra E. Leroy 
Dorothy Mathews 
Joann Murphy 
Elbert W. Osterhout 
Robert D. Raney 
Gregory W. Rick 
Kiersten Robinson 
Adam Joseph Schelsky 
Dewayne E. Sharp 
David L. Smith 
Mark A. Speer 
Barbara E. Swisher 
Mike Treadwell 
Gina M. Waller 

James M. Brannon 
Thomas E. Henderson 
David W. Robinson 
Dennis A. Bilar 
George E. Tomlinson 
Joseph J. Sweeney 
Jay Bonwell 
Excel Butler 
Vernon Crabtree 
Bill Fann 
Timothy S. Freeman 
Billy R. Grimes 
Sandy Hamilton 
Mark Horton 
Vickey Kind 
Linda Lewis 
Aaron B. Miller 
Tina Murray 
Sherry R. Patton 
Valerie Reed 
Brian Scott Rider 
David A. Rolape 
Brad Scroggins 
Virginia B. Skelton 
Johnathan Smith 
James Spiller 
Irene L. Tolbert 
James Uselton 
Jason Wyciskalla 
Robert Dorris 
Jack D. Keller 
Mark Tosh 
L.M. Florian 
Jack W. Toms Jr. 
Elva R. Arview 
Albert Brock 
Tracey A. Chamness 
Judy R. Dawson 
Wesley Paul Ferrin 
Philip Fulkerson 
Steven M. Gula 
Jack F. Hanks 

Monty Ingram 
Charles L. Lenard III 
Curtis Maddox 
Tresa Miller 
Frank V. Niemiec 
Ronnie D. Pigg 
Cathy Rennie 
Robert W. Robbins 
Ronald S. Ruebensam 
John W. Shadowens 
James A. Slaton 
Wendell G. Spann 
Jackie Lloyd Summers 
Jerry Toler 
Eithel Varnum 
Johnathan Steed 
Joseph A. Hargraves 
Joe Mossman 
Van A. Travelstead 
James L. Mezo 
Raymond Baer 
Sara Lee Blankenheim 
Danny W. Decker 
Shannon Dean Hankins 
Bobby F. Jones Jr. 
Thomas A. Newbury 
Billy Stepter 
Michael Haenlein 
Nathan A. McDowell 
Daniel S. Olsen 
Ron Knox 
Robert R. Rice 
Michael Arview 
Ruth Sherrell 
Gerald M. Johnson 
James E. Scherrer 
Glenn A. Peas 
Jeannine Ferguson 
Derel L. Allen 
Kent Crear 
Joe W. Seten 
Jeffrey G. Hicks 

Cynthia I. Boggess 
Robert E. Fuller 
Steve Hendee 
Judith A. Koch 
Phelps Bros. Farms 
Helen Williams 
Richard H. Carlson 
Lewis F. May Jr. 
John L. Ferketich 
Christopher E. Draper 
Allen Gray LTD PT II 
Stephen W. Chadwell 
Kattie Williams 
John Klotz 
Michael B. Winters 
Angela L. Weatherly 
PenniLay 
Dean Morgan 
Charles M. Jones 
Comm Health Care Ctr 
Mike Scherer 
Jim Day 
Tony L. Hall 
Jim L. Hufnagel 
Bonita B. Martin 
Barbara Stacey 
Jeff Glover 
Timothy L. Day 
Charles Romack 
Arthur L. Hunt 
Wayne E. Morgan 
Michael O'Brien 
Robert L. Melton 
James R. Allen 
Vickie S. Mueth 
Joshua Cornman 
RNJ Interstate Corp 
Theron O. Aaron 
James B. Cato 
Clyde Earl Nolte 
Shelley Grom 
Rhonda Brooks 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggesstions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your ser¬ 
vice panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
panel just below the meter socket. If the breaker is in 
the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring ap¬ 
pears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” posi¬ 
tion. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays 
(from 4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to 
report outages or emergencies. If you do not receive 
an answer or if the phone is busy, please call 1-800- 
833-2611 or 273-2611 (COLLECT) to report your out¬ 
age or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering 
your call the account name and location number as it 
appears on the envelope that contains your billing tick¬ 
ets. 

-2611   
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The SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Recent television advertisements, 
appearing in SouthEastern’s service 
area, have asked the public to oppose a 
Congressional Plan to “sell Kentucky’s 
lakes.” Although it’s mind boggling that 
any one could conceive such a plan, 
that’s exactly what some members of 
Congress are considering. What you 
didn’t learn from the TV ads is the real 
reason behind the proposed sale of the 
lakes — that reason is the acquisition 
of electrical power generating capacity 
of not only the Kentucky lakes, but also 
of those located in Tennessee and other 
parts of our Nation. These dams and 
lakes were built with tax dollars on prop¬ 
erty purchased from individuals with the 
explicit mandate that these were being 
constructed for the benefit of the gen¬ 
eral public. For decades these lakes have 
provided recreation, drinking water and 
electricity for millions of Americans. Ini¬ 
tially the electrical power generated from 
these facilities was no bargain, and only 
municipalities and electric cooperatives, 
who recognized its potential, were will¬ 
ing to purchase it. Times have changed, 
however, and now the hydroelectric 
power generated at those dams is actu¬ 
ally low in cost when compared to power 
generated from oil, gas, coal or nuclear 
fuels. Consequently, there is political 
pressure from a select group of inves¬ 
tor-owned utilities who want to own and 

control these lakes in order to gain ac¬ 
cess to this low-cost power. These in¬ 
vestor-owned utilities are willing to 
spend billions of dollars to achieve their 
goals and have already succeeded in 
convincing a group of Congressmen to 
propose the “auctioning off’ of these 
assets to the highest bidder. All of this 
has been done despite the fact that these 
assets don’t siphon money from the 
Treasury, they contribute to it. 

The proposal to sell these assets is 
not an effort to help the Nation balance 
its budget by reducing expenses. It’s a 
calculated, clandestine maneuver to 
steal assets belonging to every taxpayer 
in America. It is the epitome of greed, 
and if successful, could affect the mem¬ 
bers of SouthEastern and many other 
citizens of rural Southern Illinois who 
benefit from hydroelectric power gener¬ 
ated by the Southeastern Power Agency, 
which operates several lakes and dams, 
including Lake Barkley in Kentucky. 

The Nation must reduce expenses 
and balance its budget, but this effort 
to sell the Power Marketing Agencies and 
lakes built by taxpayers for public use 
makes absolutely no sense. It is a bad 
idea, a bad proposal and quite frankly 
it stinks worse than those dead fish float¬ 
ing at Lake Barkley’s edge. WE DE¬ 
SERVE BETTER! 
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SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
 a photographer's love for the countryside 

Photo book is labor of love 
It is a sad fact that the sce¬ 

nic beauty of Southern Illinois is 
one of the best-kept secrets any¬ 
where. All that will change, if life¬ 
long area resident Ned Trovillion 
has anything to say about it. The 
Vienna resident, who has been 
taking photos in the area nearly 
60 years, has come up with a 
magnificent coffee-table book of 
beautiful color photos of the re¬ 
gion. 

Ned’s great-grandfather 
helped settle the area in the 
1850s, on land granted to him 
in recognition of his service in 
the Mexican War. His father, 
Paul, was educated at the Uni¬ 
versity of Illinois after serving in 
World War I and became active 
in civic affairs. His mother, 
Marian, was active, too. The 
family’s love for the countryside 
is apparent in Ned’s book, 
“Southern Illinois—A 
Photographer’s Love for the 
12b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEV\ 

Ned Trovillion 

1995 

Countryside and its Beauty.” 
In 1936, when the Great De¬ 

pression was at its worst, a new 
magazine came out. Dealing 
mostly in large, well-executed 
photos. Life was destined to ex¬ 
ert a strong influence on Ned, 
who was in high school. An aunt, 
who was a freelance writer and 
charter subscriber to the maga¬ 
zine, passed her copies on to 
Ned, who studied them carefully. 

He bought a mail-order cam¬ 
era that year, for $12.95, shock¬ 
ing neighbors who thought his 
parents were insane for letting 
their son waste that much 
money on a frivolous toy. A year 
later, he recorded the flood of 
1937, and many of his photos 
were published in the high 
school yearbook, too. 

In 1938, he got his first air¬ 
plane ride, enjoying the sights of 
Illinois from a Ford Trimotor, one 
of the earliest serious airliners. 



Opposite page: the cover of Trovillion’s book. This 
page: a selection of photos; they lose some quality 
in the transition from color to black-and-white. 

He photographed the University 
of Illinois campus on that flight. 

His book includes a photo, 
taken years later, of the South¬ 
ern Illinois University- 
Carbondale campus. Several 
other aerial photos are repro¬ 
duced in his book. 

In one of his summer jobs 
during his university studies, 
Ned got involved with 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative. “After my first year 
at the university,” he says, “I 
worked the summer of 1939 as 
instrument man surveying the 
lines for construction in several 
SEIEC counties. Then after the 
lines were energized, I worked in 
the co-op office at Harrisburg, 
drawing up plans and materials 
lists to support requests for Ru¬ 
ral Electrification Administration 

(REA) add-on construction.” 
It was also about that time 

that he met his wife-to-be, Jan, 
at a youth chorus meeting in 
Golconda. 

Ned notes that the Trovillions 
were one of the first families in 
their area to install electric heat, 
and that the system is still in 
good shape after almost 40 
years. 

Like many young men, Ned 
found his studies interrupted by 
World War II. As was traditional 
in the family, he served. He spent 
much of his time in the China- 
Burma-India theatre, where he 
spent much of his time taking 
pictures. After the war, both he 
and Jan got back into the uni¬ 
versity. After graduating, Ned 
became an agriculture teacher in 
Pope County. They both took 

graduate degrees at SIU-C, and 
Ned settled into a 30-year career 
with the U.S. Soil Conservation 
Service, working out of Vienna. 
During all those years, Ned kept 
busy with his photographs, not¬ 
ing the play of light and shadow 
on the various textures during 
different times of the year—and 
recording the images on film. 

As time went by, he began 
dipping into his slide collection, 
now numbering over 200,000 
images, to give slide shows to 
area groups. 

‘The people at Cache Creek 
Press in Vienna approached me 
and suggested that I put together 
a photo book,” Ned says, “and I 
thought it’d be a good idea. It 
took me a long time to sort 
through all my slides for a good 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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(Continued from page 12c) 
representation of Southern Illi¬ 
nois scenery during different 
times of the year, but I’m really 
pleased with the results, and I’ve 
received letters from people all 
over the country who enjoyed 
the book very much. 

“It’s interesting that some 
were former area residents, 
while others had never been to 
this part of the country, but 

were just impressed by the scen¬ 
ery depicted in my photos.” 

Not surprisingly, many of the 
books have been given as gifts, 
and Ned notes that he is offer¬ 
ing quantity discounts on his 
books, to encourage Christmas 
gift-giving. “I have both hard¬ 
bound and soft-bound books,” 
he says, “and either would make 
an ideal gift for either a ‘dis¬ 
placed’ Southern Illinoisan, or 

someone who just appreciates 
beautiful scenery. My quantity 
discount is a great way to sim¬ 
plify Christmas gift giving.” 

Those interested in obtaining 
copies of “Southern Illinois—A 
Photographer’s Love for the 
Countryside and its Beauty” can 
reach Ned at P.O. Box 586, 
Vienna, IL 62995. His telephone 
number is (618) 658-4881. 

New members of your cooperative 
Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family in August 1995! 
Karen S. Luder Tracy Hawkins Nick L. Brooks Vern Palen Boy Scouts of America 
Jon C. Rankin Arthur E. Lewis Steven R. Essary Jr. Loraine Rapp Janice Taylor 
Gerald B. Sopher Bryan Miller Gary Hatfield Kellie Scott Joseph Waldron 
Todd J. Wright Robert F. Perlowski Rachael Huff Larry Talandis Jr. Tammy Corso 
Patricia Dotson Dyer Robert D. Treat Ronal R. Reed IE Communications Christopher Dunkel 
Joyce A. Schueler Jami L. Allen Tim Warren Laura Belle Parks John C. Hulse 
Dorothea Boggess Melissa Orr River City Construction James Robinson Valerie K. Meyer 
Larry D. Chaplain John W. Pitonyak Asglar Soltani-Panch Michael R. Vanelli John Galen Oxford 
James T. Garrison Barbara Reynolds Angela B. Wagner Marty Gunter Joe Shreve 
TL & Russel Horsley Timothy D. Specs Thomas L. Caplinger Christine V. Vicari Gary L. Walters 
Kaitlin Patterson Vernon Tittle Jeremy Dudley Lynn C. Barton Patrick A. Norris 
Mavis Smirnes Mohamed Megahy Brian Hendrickson Angila M. Bybee Chad Phillips 
Robin L. Yates Stephen D. Reynolds Jeffrey Eld Magelitz Christopher A. Fouke Ingo Rasch 
John Sadler Joey H. Thornton Richard D. Neibch Ronald D. Hodges Jesse D. Shores 
Grace Tipton Gena M. Yadro JW Pulliam Julia A. Nicholls Barry Treat 
Robert F. Rice William Wood Duane P. Verity Thomas Smart 
Thomas Dixon Jr. Brooke E. Anderson Rocky Depauw Gerri Wilson 

Power Outage  
If your power goes off, we offer these suggesstions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your ser¬ 
vice panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
paneljust below the meter socket. If the breaker is in 
the “OFF” posit ion, check all of your wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring ap¬ 
pears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” posi¬ 
tion. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neigh¬ 
bors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, 
please phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These 
phone numbers are monitored around the clock, 365 
days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may 
call the home of your area serviceman on weekdays 
(from 4:30 p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to 
report outages or emergencies. If you tlo not receive 
an answer or if the phone is busy, please call 1-800- 
833-261 1 or 273-2611 (COL.l.F.CT) to report your out¬ 
age or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the parly answering 
your call the account name and location number as it 
appears on the envelope that contains your billing tick¬ 
ets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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