
Carbon monoxide danger 
increases in winter 

Symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning 
If you discover someone overcome by carbon monoxide, act fast. Get them 

to fresh air quickly. If that's not possible, open nearby doors and windows. 
Then call for medical help. 

Have conscious victims lie down. Keep them warm and calm. If they are 
not breathing, give them artificial respiration. Tell emergency personnel that 
you suspect CO poisoning. 
% of blood 
saturation Symptoms 

0-10 None 
10-20 Tightness across forehead, possible headaches 
20-30 Headaches, throbbing temples 
30-40 Severe headaches, weakness, dizziness, dimness of vision, 

nausea, vomiting and collapse. 
40-50 Previous symptoms continue, greater possibility of collapse 

and loss of consciousness, increased pulse and respiration. 
50 - 60 Loss of consciousness, increased respiration and pulse, coma 

with intermittent convulsions. 
60-70* Coma, intermittent convulsions, depressed heart action, 

possible death. 
70-80* Weak pulse and slowed respiration, respiratory failure and 

death. 
*When high concentrations of CO gas are inhaled, the victim may not ex¬ 
perience any of the above symptoms but may suddenly collapse. Death in 
these cases is the result of paralysis of the respiratory system. 

Two people passed within an 
hour of death when their apart¬ 
ment building became a carbon 
monoxide gas chamber. An after- 
the-fact assessment found that 
the building’s furnace did not 
draft properly, backing exhaust 
into several apartments. One of 
the people, sleeping in a base¬ 
ment apartment, was saved only 
by 10 minutes of persistent 
knocking on her door by a utility 
company employee responding to 
a neighbor’s complaint of fumes. 

When doctors examined that 
victim, they found her blood con¬ 
tained a near-fatal concentration 
of carbon monoxide. The neigh¬ 
bor who called for help was found 
with a slightly higher level in his 
blood. Without immediate atten¬ 
tion, both would have been dead 
within an hour, authorities said. 

They were among 10,000 
Americans expected to be tem¬ 
porarily or permanently dis¬ 
abled by accidental exposure to 
carbon monoxide each year, 
according to the Centers for 
Disease Control in Atlanta. In 
1991, the last year for which 
figures are available, 594 people 
died from unintentional ex¬ 
posure to carbon monoxide. 

Carbon monoxide is an 
odorless, invisible and highly 
poisonous gas that results from 
incomplete combustion of wood, 
charcoal, natural gas, kerosene 
and other carbon-based fuels. Its 
chemical designation is CO. 

While the number of CO- 
related deaths has steadily 
declined in recent years, high 
profile accidents such as the 
CO-induced death in September 
of tennis star Vitas Gerulaitis in 
New York underline the con¬ 
tinuing need for vigilance 
against CO poisoning. Inves¬ 

tigators suspect a faulty pool 
heater vented exhaust into 
Gerulaitis’ cottage as he slept. 

In its initial stages, carbon 
monoxide poisoning is difficult 
to distinguish from the flu. Both 
cause headaches, dizziness, 
nausea, vomiting and fatigue. 

Carbon monoxide kills by 
limiting the body’s ability to use 
oxygen. Normally, oxygen mol¬ 
ecules in the lungs are absorbed 
into the blood stream, where they 
attach themselves to hemoglobin 
proteins. Hemoglobin carries the 
oxygen to the heart, brain, mus¬ 
cles and other organs. But carbon 
monoxide attached to hemo¬ 
globin 300 times more easily 
than oxygen, pushing aside 
oxygen molecules and rendering 
them useless. As CO builds up in 
the bloodstream, the unsus¬ 
pecting victim slowly suffocates. 

Simply leaving a CO-saturated 
space may not immediately re¬ 
sult in a return to normal blood 
oxygen levels. Carbon monoxide 
can take twice as long to leave a 

human body as it did to accum¬ 
ulate, and victims often need 
pure oxygen or other treatments 
to purge their bodies of CO. 

A second, rarely discussed 
danger from carbon monoxide 
is that it is explosive. Air con¬ 
taining between 12.5 percent 
and 74 percent CO will explode 
if ignited. 

Defective furnaces, fireplace 
flues and oil heaters have long 
been primary causes of acciden¬ 
tal CO poisoning. In addition, 
carbon monoxide is found in 
exhaust from automobiles, 
lawnmowers, kerosene space 
heaters, charcoal grills and other 
appliances that burn carbon- 
based fuels. 

To protect families against 
accidental CO poisoning, utili¬ 
ties recommend annual furnace 
and appliance checks by a 
qualified gas appliance or 
heating contractor and instal¬ 
lation of plug-in or battery CO 
detectors with audible alarms 
near sleeping areas. 
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Review and resolutions, 1994-1995 
1994 is history and 1995 is starting with expec¬ 

tations and hopes for Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative Co. Let us review the happenings of 
1994 and how they affected you the member. 

• Power Cost Adjustment Credits are cost sav¬ 
ings to you the member on a kilowatts-consumed 
basis during a particular month. The power cost 
adjustment credit was of different values for differ¬ 
ent months, but the total dollars saved by members 
in 1994 was in excess of $300,000. 

• Establishment of an electric rate for the dry¬ 
ing and processing of grain on the farm. This new 
rate was established to promote greater electric us¬ 
age with lower cost per kilowatt. 

• Reduction in the electric rate for electrically 
heated homes not on the dual fuel program. The 
rate blocks were changed, as well as the rates re¬ 
duced, especially over 3,000 kilowatts from .05 to 
.0485 per kilowatt. 

• Overhead line conversion from single- to three- 
phase to better serve members north of the New City 
area. 

• More than 70 new dual fuel controls and 150 
peak switches installed on members water heaters 
or air conditioners, helping to control peak demand 
and lowering members energy cost. 

• Utility poles inspected in one-quarter of the 
total service area bring to more than half of the total 
system being inspected, ensuring safety and reli¬ 
able service. 

• Electrical safety demonstration presented to 
more than 900 people teaching them about the dan¬ 
gers of not respecting the power of electricity. 

• SCADA equipment installed in two additional 
substations allowing continuous monitoring of elec¬ 
trical requirements of the membership. 

What will 1995 hold for RECC? For the answer 
to that question we will have to wait and see; how¬ 
ever, the board, management and employees have 
a few goals that we intend to work toward achiev¬ 
ing. 

We hope to widen the variety of information 
brought to you by the Rural HiLights newsletter. For 
the past few years, in an attempt to inform you, the 
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majority of information has been technical. The 
youth tour program will be reinstated, allowing the 
youth of the service area to learn more about the 
Cooperative way of doing business. Safety demon¬ 
strations will be available to area schools and orga¬ 
nizations with the hope of educating as many people 
as possible. Community needs will be given a greater 
priority as well as community events. A better work¬ 
ing relationship between RECC, contractors and 
communities is a priority we will be addressing. 

RECC will continue to make system improve¬ 
ments to maintain or improve the quality of service 
to all members. SCADA equipment will be installed 
in the final two substations completing that phase 
of the Demand Side Management program, in addi¬ 
tion to installing 150 to 250 peak switches in mem¬ 
bers homes. RECC general office improvements and 
automation will allow quicker service and improve 
efficiency of the employees we now have serving you. 

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative has ac¬ 
complished several important objectives in 1994 and 
has a full agenda in 1995. The reason we work so 
hard is because each of you is a member making 
you an owner of this Cooperative. RECC—OWNED 
BY THOSE WE SERVE. 

Youth Tour 1995 
The Youth Tour Program, which allows high 

school juniors the opportunity to experience state 
government first hand, is being reinstated by Rural 
Electric Convenience Cooperative. Rules and stipu¬ 
lations are being finalized in time for March applica¬ 
tions from local schools. 

Students will be chosen by their school for Illi¬ 
nois Youth Day at Springfield on May 10. Spring- 
field Youth Day students will meet their legislators, 
tour state government and historic sites and hear a 
speaker on the issues of the day. Two of these stu¬ 
dents will be chosen for the Washington, D.C., Youth 
Tour in June. They will attend with other students 
from Illinois, as well as students from across the 
nation. The two students going to Washington, D.C., 



m 
04 will see many historic sights and meet with their 

elected representatives. 
The Rural Electric Youth Tour is considered one 

of the best tours for youth in the nation. The stu¬ 

dents will compete in scholastic games, operate their 
own cooperative and see how our government oper¬ 
ates. For more information contact RECC after Janu¬ 
ary 30. 

4-H group visits RECC headquarters 
The North Otter Willing Workers 4-H Club held 

its regular monthly meeting at the office of Rural 
Electric Convenience Cooperative on November 
6, 1994. The club requested that location for the 
program, which included a safety demonstration, 
tour of the cooperative, and inspection and dem¬ 
onstration of a bucket truck. 

Club members, as well as leaders and par¬ 
ents, were welcomed by general manager Del L. 
England. In addition, Mr. England gave a short 
history of rural electrification and RECC. John 
Lansford, director of member and public relations, 
gave the safety demonstration and conducted the 
tour of RECC’s facilities. Kenneth Williamson, line 
foreman for RECC, demonstrated the bucket 
truck and explained the various pieces of equip¬ 
ment needed to do a lineman’s job. The day con¬ 
cluded with the club’s official meeting. 

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative would 
like to remind you the members that the office is 

Holiday Outdoor Lighting Contest winners 
The 1994 Holiday Outdoor Lighting Contest provided below. RECC congratulates the win- 

was concluded December 16. A total of 22 mem- ners and thanks all the participants for their 
bers entered the contest, with every district rep- efforts, 
resented. A list of the winners, by district, is 

GRAND PRIZE District 5 
winner $100 1st Place $25 2nd Place $15 
Charles Beeman Wayne Caruthers 
Rochester Waverly 

District 1 District 6 
1st Place $25 2nd Place $15 1st Place $25 2nd Place $15 
Wayne Fuchs James Spelman Joseph Broccardo 
Farmersville Virden Palmer 

District 2 District 7 
1st Place $25 2nd Place $15 1st Place $25 2nd Place $15 
Morris Whalen Donald McAfee Gorden Nave Robert Vaughn 
Virden Auburn Glenarm Chatham 

District 3 District 8 
1st Place was 2nd Place $15 1st Place $25 2nd Place $15 
Grand Prize Winner Shelby Davis Ethel Furman 

Springfield Litchfield 

District 4 District 9 
1st Place $25 2nd Place $15 1st Place $25 2nd Place $15 
John Trojcak Jr. Mark Prose Eugene Field 
Girard Girard Girard 

The 4-Hers at the Co-op 

your facility. If you are interested in holding your 
meeting at the cooperative, contact us during busi¬ 
ness hours for times and dates that are open. We 
encourage the use of the building for civic, youth 
and community meetings. 
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The things we value 

i UP ■ - Mrf - ^arn Some things that we value can’t be mea- 
sured in terms of money. 

A vivid sunset, a starry summer night ac¬ 

companied by a cricket’s song...they don’t 

have a price tag. 
Seeing the baby take a first step, romp¬ 

ing with your dog in fresh snow...those 

times aren’t for sale. 

Value is relative. In your own home, 

for example, that feeling of love and 

^ security won’t equal a stack of silver. 

But for your home’s heating and cooling comfort, for constant com¬ 

fort throughout the house, for safety and security, electricity’s value 

can be seen in dollars and cents. For the greater enjoyment of those 

times you value, go with the energy that delivers the most value. 

Electricity. A source of comfort. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Getting the job done ... TOGETHER 
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ENERGY SAVERS 

Appliance labeling 
About 20 percent of all the energy 

used in our homes goes into 
running electrical appliances, so 
appliance use and selection can 

make a considerable difference in 
home utility costs. Buying an 

energy-efficient appliance may cost 
a bit more initially, but that 

expense is more than made up by 
reduced operating costs over the 

lifetime of the appliance. 

Energy effieieney can vary 
considerably among appliances 
of similar size and features, 
though individual models may 
seem alike. To help consumers 
evaluate energy use by an 
appliance, the federal govern¬ 
ment has developed a labeling 
program that covers the fol¬ 
lowing appliances: 
• Furnaces 
• Clothes washers 
• Water heaters 
• Dishwashers 
• Refrigerators and freezers 
• Room air conditioners 
• Central air conditioners and 

heat pumps 
• Fluorescent lamp ballasts 

Two agencies are involved in 
the appliance labeling program. 
The U.S. Department of Energy 
tests the energy efficiency of the 
above appliances. The Federal 
Trade Commission develops the 
energy labels that go on these 
appliances and monitors their 
use by manufacturers. 

Appliance labels measure 
energy use in one of two ways. 

The first — and most common 
— is in dollars. The dollar figures 
on an energy label represent 
the estimated annual cost of 
operating that specific appliance. 
The lower the dollar amount of 

the label, the more efficient the 
product. 

The second method is with an 
energy efficiency rating (EER). 
The EER measures the effi¬ 
ciency of one product in relation 
to other similar products. With 
EERs, the higher the rating, the 
more efficient the product. 

Each label, whether it is in 
dollars or EERs, contains in¬ 
formation about that appliance’s 
energy use, as well as the least 
efficient and most efficient 

products in that category. This 
allows you to compare the 
energy efficiency of one specific 
appliance with other similar 
ones. 

For example, a refrigerator 
with $68 on the label would cost 
$32 per year less to operate than 
a refrigerator of similar size and 
capacity that had $100 on the 
label. The following information 
can help you compare products 
with EER labels. 

• The EERs for furnaces cur¬ 
rently range from 78 to 95. A 
unit rated 78 would use 18 per¬ 
cent more fuel than a unit rated 
95. 

• The EERs for central air 
conditioners currently range 
from 10 to 15. A unit rated 10 
would use 50 percent more 
energy than a similar unit rated 
15. 

• The EERs for heat pumps 
currently range from 6.8 to 8.9. 
A unit rated 6.8 would use 24 
percent more energy for heating 
than a similar unit rated 8.9. 

For an energy label in dollars, 
the lower the number the less it 
will cost you to operate. For an 
energy label in energy efficiency 
ratings, the higher the number, 
the less it will cost you to 
operate. 
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Member options: Rates and programs available to you 
RECC has many options for members to con¬ 

sider concerning rates, demand side management 
programs and rebate programs. It is very impor¬ 
tant that you as a member study all the programs 
available to you. A brief review of the cost-saving 
rates and programs are listed below. 

To understand why these rates are offered now, 
you must remember that two important things 
have happened within the last 24 months. First, 
our power supplier, Soyland Power Cooperative, 
has removed the peak demand period of Decem¬ 
ber, January and February from our billing 
formula. Second, the radio controlled peak switch 
has replaced the old time-and-temperature con¬ 
trols for dual fuel. With these two improvements, 
RECC can encourage electric power sales in the 
winter months, October through May. We only need 
to control high demand on peak days in the 
summer, June through September. The months of 

peak demand are very important to remember. 
Another vital point to remember is that the 

more electricity RECC sells, the more kilowatt- 
hours we have to spread the fixed cost over, thus 
lowering the cost per kilowatt-hour for all. You may 
ask, why not reduce the rate for all of us? A good 
question that has an answer. If the rate was 
reduced for all and not just off-peak sales, our peak 
demand would rise and our fixed cost would go 
up. Then, members would reduce usage during 
nonpeak times to reduce their own cost, causing 
higher cost for energy to the cooperative all year 
long. This concept is known in the utility industry 
as the death spiral, which is where we were a few 
short years ago. 

Let us start with the off-peak rates that are 
designed to sell large amounts of electricity during 
off-peak times to help reduce the fixed cost per kilo¬ 
watt-hour for all of us. 

Schedule 1-EH 
Residential electric space heating for the billing months of October through May for members using 

electric heat as their primary source of space heating for the residence. 
Facility Charge: $14.00 
Energy Charge: 
First 1500 kilowatt-hours 12.00 cents per kwh 
Next 1500 kilowatt-hours 8.90 cents per kwh 
Over 3000 kilowatt-hours 4.85 cents per kwh 

During the months of June through September the rate reverts to the Schedule 1 Residential And 
Farm Service rate. 

Rider 1 Dual Fuel — Off Peak Space Heating 
Available to residential and farm members having electric space heating and an electric water 

heater. Times and date of possible interruption are between the hours of 1:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. on 
weekdays from June 15 through Sept. 15. Holidays are excluded and will not be interrupted. 

Facility Charge: $4.00 
Energy Charge: 

All kilowatt-hours 4.00 cents per kwh 
Members are required to have the necessary controls and an additional electric meter installed by the 
cooperative. Estimated cost of installation is $50.00. Members will receive a statement for each meter 
as this rate requires a submeter. 

Schedule 2 On Farm Grain Processing and Drying 
Available for on-farm processing and drying of farm grain as a separate operation of the farm 

electrical service. 
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$14.00 
$35.00 

Facility Charge: 
Single Phase Service $14.00 
Three Phase Service $35.00 

Energy Charge: 
June 1 through Sept. 30 (Schedule 1 rate) 
First 1200 kilowatt-hours 
Next 1800 kilowatt-hours 
Over 3000 kilowatt-hours 
October 1 through May 31 
All kilowatt-hours @4.00 cents per kwh 

Members who require additional transformer capacity will have an elevated minimum bill which off¬ 
sets the cost of the additional transformer capacity. Members will pay aid-to-construction for metering 

12.41 cents per kwh 
10.16 cents per kwh 
6.05 cents per kwh 

equipment. 

Schedule 1-3-1 (Interruptible) 
Available to farm, residential, commercial and industrial members with single- or three-phase 

service with a transformer capacity of 50 kva or less. Times and date of possible interruption are 
between the hours of 1:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. on weekdays from June 15 through Sept. 15. 

Facility Charge: $35.00 
Energy Charge: 
First 3000 kilowatt-hours 12.00 cents per kwh 
Over 3000 kilowatt-hours 5.50 cents per kwh 

Transformer capacity above certain levels require an elevated minimum. Interruption of power at peak 
times is required to be done by the member. Member shall be given notice of interruption at least 
twelve hours in advance but in emergency situations a minimum of 45 minute notice is allowed. The 
member will pay aid-to-construction for the metering equipment. 

CN 

Schedule 3-1 (Interruptible) 
Available to farm, residential, commercial and industrial members who qualify for the Schedule 3A 

rate. Service under this schedule is restricted to members requiring transformer capacity over 50 kva 
and having a monthly minimum billing demand over 50 kw. Times and date of possible interruption 
are between the hours of 1 p.m. and 8 p.m. on weekdays from June 15 through Sept. 15. 

Demand Charge: $5.00 per kw per month 
Energy Charge: 
First 36,500 kilowatt-hours 9.10 cents per kwh 
Next 63,500 kilowatt-hours 8.00 cents per kwh 
Over 100,000 kilowatt-hours 5.00 cents per kwh 

A reduction of the demand charge is applied over a period of three years (Year 1, $1.67 per kw; 
Year 2, $3.57 per kw; Year 3, $5.00 per kw). Minimum charges are calculated considering power demand 
and/or contract terms. Members shall be given notice of interruption at least 12 hours in advance but 
in emergency situations a minimum of 45 minute notice is allowed. The member will pay aid-to- 
construction for the metering equipment. 

We encourage you to request from the cooperative a complete copy of the rate you wish to study. 
The information above is an abbreviated form. 

Peak Switch Program 
Demand side management program that was started many years ago with the Dual Fuel program 

has been extended. Members may participate if they have an air-conditioner or an electric water heater. 
A member’s location with a peak switch on the air-conditioning system qualifies for the $25.00 credit 
for the billing months of July, August and September. That’s a total of $75.00 for the summer off your 
electric bill. The electric water heater program is similar except the monthly credit is $3.50 per month 
for each month of the year, a total of $42.00 per year. The best part of this program is that it does not 
require additional meters and does not cost the member anything to participate. How does this help 
RECC control cost and save money? The peak switch receives a signal from RECC during a peak time 
and interrupts the air-conditioner compressor for 15-minute intervals. The electric water heater is 
interrupted for the complete time of the peak period. The peak period can only be between June 15 and 
Sept. 15, only on weekdays between the hours of 12 noon and 8:00 p.m. and not on a holiday. Last year 
we had two days with the hours interrupted from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

For complete information on these and other programs, contact the cooperative office. 
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A home coming 
I know it doesn’t look like much now. Just a scrubby piece of 

ground with weeds all over. But someday, the kids’ swingset is 
going over there, and by the time Joel is old enough, this tree 
branch should support him just fine. 

I’ve thought a long time about this house, and I’m not looking 
forward to all the work ahead. There are still a lot of hard deci¬ 
sions to make. I’m glad I already made a big one. I picked elec¬ 
tricity as my home energy source. 

I won’t have to deal with a flame going all the time, or fumes in 
the house. Heating and cooling, it will all be electric. Constant 
comfort throughout the house. No hot or cold spots. Clean and 
dependable. My electric cooperative has some ways for me to 

save money, too. That’s a comforting thought. 

Electricity. A source of comfort. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Getting the job done . . . TOGETHER 
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Always underfoot. 
The Number 1 heating and cooling 

concept in Illinois can 
be found right in the 
soil around your home. 

It's System GT — the 
geothermal system. 
The constant tem¬ 
perature in the 

earth surrounding 
your house lets 
you heat and cool 

at the lowest oper¬ 
ating cost of any system — with the bonus 
of abundant hot water. 

Your electric cooperative will show you 
how a system especially designed for 
your house can keep you in total comfort 
365 days a year. The clean, safe and effi¬ 
cient option is beneath your feet. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Electricity. A source of comfort. 
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Annual meeting set for June 15 
The 58th annual meeting of Rural Electric 

Convenience Cooperative Co. will take place on 
Thursday, June 15, at the American Legion Hall 
in Kincaid. We hope you will come together as 
members of your electric cooperative to conduct 
the required business and to enjoy the renewed 
vitality of RECC. 

In keeping with this renewed vitality RECC will 
have entertainment by the country-and-western 
group called “The Truesdells.” This duo has en¬ 
tertained cooperative annual meetings, casino 
boats and contemporary dance gatherings in Illi¬ 
nois and Iowa. For the first time in memory mem¬ 
bers who attend the annual meeting will receive a 
cap with the cooperative logo as a registration gift. 

Tradition has not been forgotten! The meal will 
again be served, as well as the attendance prize 
drawings, commercial displays and the business 
meeting. The business meeting will hold its own 
brand of renewed vitality as officers’ reports tell of 

the many accomplishments and plans for the fu¬ 
ture. 

We intend to issue capital credit checks to 
those members who purchased electric power in 
the year 1974. The total amount of returned pa¬ 
tronage capital will be $66,733.80. Election of 
three members to the board of directors will be 
held and bylaw revisions proposed. These new 
bylaws will position RECC to be competitive and 
continue on the recent path of rate stability, mem¬ 
ber responsibility and electrical system enhance¬ 
ment. 

The 58th annual meeting is shaping up to be 
one of the most important, most memorable and 
most fun in several years. Gone are the years of 
indecision and conflict. The revitalized RECC is 
not going gently into the next century, but charg¬ 
ing with a full head of steam as a force for the 
good of the individual member, area communities 
and the entire service area. 

Youth Day and Youth to Washington Tour 
Five area high school juniors representing 

three schools attended Illinois Rural Electric 
and Telephone Youth Day in Springfield on 
Wednesday, May 10. They are visited their area 
legislators, state officials and historic monu¬ 
ments. They learned not only about state gov¬ 
ernment but had some fun too. Two students 
will earn a trip to Washington, D.C., as the rep¬ 
resentatives of RECC on the “Youth to Wash¬ 
ington Tour.” 

Information and application were sent last 
February to 18 area high schools in or border¬ 
ing the RECC service area. Members may want 
to contact their local school to have a school 
representative call RECC to make sure the ap¬ 
plications are received and forwarded to the 
appropriate person in 1996. It has been sev¬ 
eral years since RECC last sponsored this pro¬ 
gram for area youth. We hope interest will 
expand to other schools for 1996. 

Schools and their student representatives 
are: 
Glenwood High School 
Zechariah Vincent 

Taylorville High School 

Jason Waddell 
Lindsey Bilyeu 

Franklin High School 

Richard S. Seymour 
John Matthew Heyen 

Youth to Washington Tour 
June 16-23, 1995 

Sponsored by 
the Electric and Telephone 

Cooperatives 
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Computer mapping project under way at RECC 
Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative is embark¬ 
ing on a very complex mapping project which, 
when completed, will benefit all our members. For 
RECC personnel the benefit will include easier 
access to more accurate information about our 
system. 

Currently, RECC’s maps are manually updated 
on several paper originals. These base maps were 
originally drawn in the 
early 1950s and are 
regularly updated. 
The maps show such 
items as customer lo¬ 
cation numbers, dis¬ 
tribution lines, 
substations, roads, 
waterways and town¬ 
ship lines. Needless to 
say, that is a lot of in¬ 
formation to represent 
on a single map, and 
it can become quite 
cluttered. 

Although manual mapping has worked well 
for years, computers can create and maintain the 
maps faster and with greater accuracy. Data bases 
can also be tied to these maps so that various fa¬ 
cilities can be represented on the maps, along with 
all pertinent information about the facility. 

An example is a transformer. Transformers can 
be represented on the map. By selecting a par¬ 

ticular transformer, all the information that we 
keep about that transformer (such as size, volt- 
age, type, manufacturer, etc.) will appear on the 
mapping screen. This will aid engineering and 
operation personnel during outages and in future 
planning. Also, maps showing specific items can 
be made. For example, a map could be created 
showing only the distribution lines and roads. This 
would be much easier to read without all the other 
information on it. 

Also, maps can be made any size. They are 
kept in computer memory and when a paper copy 
is needed, the computer sends the data to a plot¬ 
ter or printer which draws the map at whatever 
scale is requested. 

Work on this project has already begun. RECC 
has contracted with a firm to create new land base 
maps showing all the roads, townships, waterways 
and the various electrical facilities on the maps. 
There have been many geographical changes in 
this area since the early 1950s. With changes in 
mapping techniques new land base maps are nec¬ 
essary. 

Later, engineering models and facility data¬ 
bases will be tied to these computerized maps, 
providing even more information to the various 
departments. 

Information is the key to efficiency for a util¬ 
ity. RECC believes that by improving its mapping 
system, we will be better able to serve our mem¬ 
bers far into the future. 

Come in 

Look up 
and live . . . 
safely! 
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Controlling cooling costs 
Overcooling is expensive and wastes energy. 

Don’t use or buy more cooling equipment 
capacity than you actually need. 

Air-conditioning 
equipment 

•Keep your cooling system 
well tuned with periodic main¬ 
tenance by a professional ser¬ 
viceman. Ask the serviceman 
how the energy efficiency of the 
system may be increased. 

•If you need central air con¬ 
ditioning, select a unit with the 
lowest suitable capacity and 
highest efficiency. A larger unit 
than you need not only costs 
more to buy and run but prob¬ 
ably won’t remove enough mois¬ 
ture from the air. A more efficient 
unit will cost less to operate. 

•Ask your dealer to help you 
determine how much cooling 
capacity you need for the space 
you have to cool and for the cli¬ 
mate in which you live. 

•Make sure the ducts in your 
air-conditioning system are 
properly sealed and insulated, 
especially those that pass 
through the attic or other 
uncooled spaces. 

•Plant trees or shrubs to 
shade air-conditioning units. 
You can increase efficiency by up 
to 10 percent. 

•If you don’t need central air 
conditioning, consider using in¬ 
dividual units in rooms that 
need cooling from time to time. 
Select the lowest capacity and 
highest efficiency for the rooms 
you need to cool. As a rule, these 
will cost less to buy than a cen¬ 
tral system. 

•Install a whole-house venti¬ 
lating fan in your attic or in an 

upstairs window to cool the 
house when it’s cool outside, 
even if you have central air con¬ 
ditioning. 

•It will pay to use the fan 
rather than air conditioning 
when the outside temperature is 
below 78 degrees F and outside 
humidity is not uncomfortably 
high. When windows in the 
house are open, the fan pulls 
cool air through the house and 
exhausts warm air through the 
attic. Two smaller window fans 
also will help cool the house 
when the air cools down out¬ 
doors. 

When you use 
air-conditioning 

•Set your thermostat as high 
as possible. 78 degrees F is of¬ 
ten recommended as a reason¬ 
ably comfortable and energy-ef¬ 
ficient indoor temperature. 

•The higher the setting, the 
less difference there is between 
indoor and outdoor temperature, 
and less outdoor hot air will flow 
into the building. 

•If the 78 degrees setting 
raises your home temperature 6 
degrees (from 72 degrees F to 78 

degrees F for example), you 
should save between 12 and 47 
percent in cooling costs, depend¬ 
ing on the climate where you live. 

•Don’t set your thermostat at 
a colder setting than normal 
when you turn on your air con¬ 
ditioner. It will NOT cool faster. 
It WILL cool to a lower tempera¬ 
ture than you need and use more 
energy. 

•Set the fan speed on high ex¬ 
cept in very humid weather. 
When it’s humid, set the fan 
speed at low; you’ll get less cool¬ 
ing, but more moisture will be 
removed from the air. 

•Clean or replace air-condi¬ 
tioning filters at least once a 
month. When the filter is dirty, 
the fan has to run longer to re¬ 
move the same amount of air, 
and this takes more electricity. 

•Turn off your window air 
conditioners when you leave a 
room for several hours. You’ll use 
less energy cooling the room 
down later than if you had left 
the unit running. 

•Consider using a fan with 
your window air conditioner to 
spread the cooled air farther 
without greatly increasing your 
power use. But be sure the air 
conditioner is strong enough to 
help cool the additional space. 

•Don’t place lamps or TV sets 
near your air-conditioning ther¬ 
mostat. Heat from these appli¬ 
ances is sensed by the thermo¬ 
stat and could cause the air con¬ 
ditioner to run longer than nec¬ 
essary. 
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Glued to 
the tube? 

You might be relaxing now, but before 
this summer is through, it will be WISE TO 
WEATHERIZE. Turn off the tube and get a 
tube of caulk. By simply sealing loose-fitting 
windows and other household gaps, you’ll likely 
trim your energy bill. Did you know a space of 
1/12th of an inch around an exterior door is like 
having a 4 x 5-inch hole in your wall? 

For advice on weatherstripping, insulation, 
heating/cooling systems and other energy¬ 
saving steps, contact your electric cooperative. 
Why feel a breeze in the house when fixing it can 
be a breeze? 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
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Three directors have been re¬ 
elected to three-year terms on the 
RECC board. The election took 
place during RECC’s annual 
meeting on Thursday, June 15, at 
the Kincaid American Legion Hall. 
From left are Jimmy L. Ayers of 
Rochester, David E. White of 
Farmersville and Lyle R. Yeaman 
of Loami, with RECC general 
manager Del L. England at right. 

Co-op prepares for turn of the century 
The nation’s electric cooperatives are looking 

beyond electric service to improve their members’ 
quality of life. Recognizing this changing role, 
members of Rural Electric Convenience Coopera¬ 
tive adopted bylaw amendments during RECC’s 
58th annual meeting, held Thursday, June 15, at 
the Kincaid American Legion Hall. 

The bylaw amendments in part enable RECC 
to create subsidiary businesses. The mission of 
electric cooperatives such as RECC has expanded 
in recent years to include water and waste treat¬ 
ment systems, satellite television, distance learn¬ 
ing links and other services. By providing these 
services, the cooperatives can bring new conve¬ 
niences otherwise unavailable to rural residents. 
Revenue from the subsidiaries can also help off¬ 
set the cost of providing electricity. 

“RECC’s purpose has always been to improve 
the quality of life in our service area,” Del L. En¬ 
gland, general manager of the cooperative, told 
the audience. “Today and tomorrow, that includes 
water and waste water systems, solid waste, and 
industrial development. We are working in the 
majority of those areas and we ask for your con¬ 
tinued support as together we prepare RECC for 
beyond the year 2000.” 

Good news about rates was also reported by 
the manager during the meeting. England said that 
consumer electric bills were reduced by more than 
$300,000 during the last five months of 1994. 
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“This five-month reduction and other rate re¬ 
ductions during the year dropped the average price 
per kilowatt-hour below what it was in 1986. Our 
goal is to lower your cost even more. Your board, 
employees and management continue to look for 
ways to improve efficiency, hold the line on costs 
and increase revenue without increasing your 
cost,” England said. 

The manager also gave a run-down of the past 
year’s vital statistics, all of which was good news 
for members: 

• From last year’s margins, capital credits 
totaling $66,733.80 are being returned to mem¬ 
bers who paid for electric service in 1974. Capital 
credits, a benefit of cooperative membership, are 
the money left over after expenses have been paid 
from revenue received in a given year. The amount 
returned to a particular member is calculated by 
how much electricity the member used in the des¬ 
ignated year. 

• The number of metered accounts increased 
by 116 to total 5,061. 

• Kilowatt-hour sales increased to 
75,471,172 and revenue increased to $8,270,687. 

• Outage time per consumer was 1.86 hours 
per year based on a five-year average, the ongoing 
replacement and upgrade of poles and power line, 
and a lack of damaging storms, contributed to this 
low average. 

(Continued on page 12c) 



m 
Csl Drying grain with RECC 

Almost one-fourth of the 1,000 RECC electric 
services with on-farm grain bins are enrolled in 
the “On-Farm Grain Processing and Drying Rate.” 
If you are processing or drying grain on the farm 
for yourself you may also be eligible for this rate. 
The rate is very competitive with all area electric 
company rates and can save you money. This rate 
was started in the fall of 1994 and has been well 
received by members with grain facilities. Only 
the grain facilities may be on this rate. Other fa¬ 
cilities or the home will not be included. 

How does it work? Members who are inter¬ 
ested need only call the cooperative office and re¬ 

quest the rate. An employee of the cooperative will 
inspect the electrical service to ensure that it can 
be metered properly. The rate is divided into two 
parts: the Peak Period Season and the Non-Peak 
Period Season. 

A major change from 1994 rate will be the date 
the reduced portion of the rate takes effect in the 
fall. Acting upon member request, the board of 
directors has moved the fall effective date from 
October 1 to September 16. All members using 
this rate will be assessed an annual charge of $10 
to cover costs of mid-month meter reading. 

Peak Period Season (June i through sept, is) 

Facility Charge: Single-Phase $14.00 Energy Charge: 
Three-Phase $35.00 First 1,200 kilowatt-hours @ 12.41 cents/kwh 

Next 1,800 kilowatt-hours @ 10.16 cents/kwh 
Over 3,000 kilowatt-hours @ 6.05 cents/kwh 

Non-Peak Period Season (sept. ie through May 31) 

Facility Charge: Single-Phase $14.00 
Three-Phase $35.00 

Minimum charges are dependent on trans¬ 
former capacity. Members requesting the rate will 
pay aid to construction for any additional meter¬ 
ing. Electric services on this rate are discouraged 
from disconnecting for any part of the year. 

How will this rate help other members of the 

(Continued from page 12b) 
Board president Jimmy L. Ayers of rural Roch¬ 

ester reviewed the activities of RECC’s board of 
directors in 1994. Ayers noted that directors at¬ 
tended regular and special board meetings, con¬ 
ferences with associated organizations and 
educational seminars. Directors and staff gained 
further knowledge and understanding from a bor- 
der-to-border tour of the service area. 

“The board continued to strive for improve¬ 
ment as a professional governing board by decreas¬ 
ing its number of committees from 13 to four: 
Executive; Operations; Finance, Audit, Rate and 
Planning; and Member and Public Relations,” 
Ayers said. “These four working committees have 
contributed to improved director knowledge of 
cooperative utility. We can more thoroughly ana¬ 
lyze cooperative challenges, provide for better plan¬ 
ning and decrease expenses with fewer meetings.” 

In addition to approving the bylaw amend¬ 
ments, members of the not-for-profit utility re¬ 
elected three directors to three-year terms: Ayers, 
David E. White of rural Farmersville and Lyle R. 
Yeaman of rural Loami. 

Energy Charge: 
All kilowatt-hours @ 4.0 cents/kwh 

cooperative and not just the members with grain 
bins? The more kilowatt-hours purchased by the 
cooperative, the lower the total cost to all the mem¬ 
bership. This helps the farmers to condition the 
grain at a lower cost and help lower the cost of 
electricity to all members at the same time. 

Four tour Washington 
Jason Waddell ofTaylorville, Zechariah Vincent 

of Chatham, Jessica Wernsing of Raymond and 
Carrie Rovey of Farmersville traveled to Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., with about 70 other Illinois youths. They 
were among the hundreds of students from across 
the nation visiting our nation’s capital as repre¬ 
sentatives of electric and telephone cooperatives. 
They visited historic monuments and the Capitol, 
and met with their members of Congress. RECC 
was very proud to sponsor two of the students. 
This was the first time in several years that RECC 
has participated in the “Youth to Washington” Tour 
and we look forward to participating in the future. 

We encourage all area schools to participate in 
this program in 1996. Information will be sent to 
the schools in early 1996 for next year. If your 
school officials have questions or have not partici¬ 
pated before, have them give us a call. There is no 
cost to the school. The Youth Day in Springfield 
and the Washington Youth Tour are considered 
the best learning and experience tours for youth 
anywhere. 
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On the road 
Cars and light trucks burn about 6.5 million 
barrels of petroleum on U.S. roads every day. 
Much of that fuel has to be imported. Energy- 

wise driving and good car maintenance can save 
the average family about $100 dollars a year in 
gasoline and diesel costs. They also help reduce 

auto emissions and the nation’s reliance on 
undependable sources of foreign oil. 

Maintaining your car 
• Check tires regularly. Under¬ 

inflated tires not only can run 
hot, shortening their lives, 
they also use about 0.4 percent 
more gasoline for each pound of 
tire pressure under the recom¬ 
mended psi. Most modern tires 
are meant to be inflated to 30-36 
psi without sacrificing ride com¬ 
fort or impact resistance. Nearly 
4 million gallons of gasoline 
could be saved each day if all 
tires were kept inflated to the 
manufacturer's recommended 
pressure. 

• Buy the gasoline octane 
and oil grade recommended in 
your owner’s manual. Octane is 
not a measure of the “power” of 
the fuel. It is a measure of how 
resistant a fuel is to premature 
ignition. Fuel with more octane 
or “resistance” than your car 
requires is not more efficient, 
only more expensive. 

• If you change the oil 
yourself, take the used oil to 
your service station for recycling 
or to an oil recycling center. 

• Have your car tuned as 
needed. Regular tune-ups ex¬ 
tend engine life and improve 
performance, paying for them¬ 
selves in gasoline savings and 
car reliability. A poorly tuned 
car uses 3-9 percent more gaso¬ 
line than a well-tuned one. 

• Replace the engine filters as 
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recommended in your new car 
manual. Clogged filters waste 
gasoline. 

• Remove unnecessary weight 
from the car. The lighter the car, 
the less gas it uses. An extra 100 
pounds decreases fuel economy 
about 1 percent for average¬ 
sized cars, 114 percent for small 
cars. 

• Don’t let the motor idle for 
more than a minute; instead 
turn off the engine. It takes less 
gasoline to restart the car than 
it takes to let it idle. Generally, 
there is no need to press the 
accelerator down to restart the 
engine. 

• Don’t fill the gas tank to 
the brim. Stop when the pump 
automatically shuts off. Spilled 
gasoline only wastes your 
money, adds to air pollution, and 
may damage your car’s paint. 

• Record your gasoline use, 
and try to get more miles per 
gallon out of your car. 

Vacation tips 
• Consider vacationing near 

your home this year and dis¬ 
covering nearby attractions. A 
campground or hotel close to 
where you live can often provide 
as complete and happy a change 
from routine as one that is hun¬ 
dreds of miles away. Children 
and pets will enjoy the shorter 
ride. 
st 1995 

• Plan your route to avoid 
traffic congestion during rush 
hours. Check local traffic broad¬ 
casts for alternative to tie-ups 
that can stretch out your driving 
time and waste your gasoline 
with frequent idling. 

• Rediscover the pleasures of 
walking, hiking, and bicycling. 
They’re the most energy- 
conserving means of transpor¬ 
tation and the healthiest for 
most people. 

• Observe the posted speed 
limits. The average car uses 17 
percent less gasoline at 55 mph 
than at 65 mph. If highway 
speed limits were observed 
across the nation, approxi¬ 
mately 4 million gallons of 
gasoline would be saved each 
day. 

• Minimize daily cold starts, 
and limit warmups to 30 seconds. 

• Avoid stop-and-go traffic. 
Check the traffic well ahead of 
you to avoid wasteful accelera¬ 
tions and decelerations. Take 
your foot off the accelerator as 
soon as you see a red light or 
slowed traffic ahead. 

• Accelerate smoothly and 
moderately. Reach your desired 
speed, and then keep just 
enough pressure on the ac¬ 
celerator to maintain steady 
speed. On the highway, cruise 
control can help you do this. 

(Source: U.S. DOE) 



Don’t let 
your guard 
down 

This time of year, details weigh on 
your mind . . . money, weather, factors 
vital to your livelihood. The most impor¬ 
tant concern, though, is safety Tragedy can 
occur in that flash of an instant when you 
let your guard down - taking a short cut, overlooking basic safety rules. To 
ensure future harvests, always work the safe way. 

«•" Watch out for overhead power lines. 

Wear appropriate protective equipment. 

«•" Make sure helpers are familiar with 
equipment they are using. 

«•* Shut off power before fixing or 
unclogging machines. 

Keep extended machinery away from 
power pole guy wires. 

Keep shields in place. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
^  
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Co-op Month celebrates 
‘Expanding People’s Horizons’ 

Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative Co. is one of 47,000 
cooperatives throughout the 
United States that will partici¬ 
pate in the annual Cooperative 
Month observance during Octo¬ 
ber. This year’s theme is 
“Cooperatives—Expanding 
People’s Horizons.” 

The nation’s cooperatives are 
a varied lot. There are big ones 
and small ones, and they’re lo¬ 
cated everywhere: in cities and 
towns and suburbs throughout 
America. 

They have one goal, and that 
is to provide goods and services 
as economically and efficiently as 
possible. As locally owned and 
controlled businesses, co-ops are 
unique because of their commit¬ 
ment not only to the people they 
serve, but also to their commu¬ 
nities. 

“During the past few years 
customer service has become 
one of the hot business 
buzzwords,” says Glenn English, 
executive vice president and gen¬ 
eral manager of the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Asso¬ 
ciation (NRECA). “It’s all the rage 
because companies are respond¬ 
ing to people who have figured 
out that they don’t have to take 
what they get. We have more 
choices today. Our horizons have 
expanded . Instead of taking what 
we get, we expect to get what we 
need and what we want.” 

Such service is not new for 
electric co-ops, he added, be¬ 
cause service is what they were 
all about all along. “Customer 
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service is our sole reason for ex¬ 
istence,” he says. 

About 120 million people in 
every state of the union receive 

COOP£fZATtV£$ 
EXPANDING A 

PEOPLE'S 
WORIZONS 

goods and services from 
cooperatives, and 25 million of 
that number are consumer-own¬ 
ers of 1,000 electric cooperatives. 
There are co-ops that serve other 
needs, too. 

Electric co-ops got started 
when investor-owned utilities 
wouldn’t string wires into the 
countryside, and credit unions— 
which are also cooperatives— 
were first set up to offer financial 
services to people banks didn’t 
want to serve. 

NRECA’s English says, 
‘Those of us involved with con¬ 
sumer-owned electric co-ops 
learned a long time ago about 
expanding our horizons. In the 
1930s, after decades of having 
to settle for no electric service 
because no one saw profits in 
rural America, rural people fig¬ 
ured out they didn’t have to take 
what they got. 

They banded together,” he 
continued, “to form their own 
utilities so that today, we’re 25 
million people strong, and keep¬ 
ing power and opportunity flow¬ 
ing to virtually every acre of the 

country.” 
Cooperatives also exist for 

housing, insurance, farm mar¬ 
keting and farm supply, tele¬ 
phone service, health and day 
care, and news services. 

Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative Co. was founded in 
1936 and provides electric ser¬ 
vice to 5,061 members in five 
counties. 

An electric cooperative is a 
unique kind of electric utility 
because it is locally owned and 
controlled. Each person has a 
voice and a vote in the co-op’s 
activities and can be elected to 
the co-op board. Members of the 
co-op’s board live in the co-op’s 
service area and pay the same 
rates as other members. There 
are no absentee owners. 

The co-op way of conducting 
business is a true example of all 
that’s good about grassroots in¬ 
volvement and democracy in ac¬ 
tion. Additionally, many electric 
systems have long track records 
of helping start and expand com¬ 
mercial, industrial and commu¬ 
nity facility projects, producing 
hundreds of thousands of new 
jobs. 

Since electric co-ops are 
community ventures, whatever 
benefits the community obvi¬ 
ously benefits the co-op and its 
member-owners, too. And the 
same holds true for any other 
kind of co-op. The theme, 
“Cooperatives—Expanding 
People’s Horizons,” is one of the 
best descriptions that can be ap¬ 
plied to co-ops. 
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What did you say? A brief summary of survey results £ 
In February 1995, members 

received survey forms that were 
mailed out by RECC. The re¬ 
sponses to that survey have been 
tallied and trends analyzed. In 
the October issue of RECC's 
newsletter. Rural HiLights, we 
will share a more in-depth report 
on the findings but for now we 
would like to bring out a few in¬ 
teresting facts. 

Sixty percent of the 4,054 
surveys mailed were returned to 
our office. A big “thank you” goes 
to those members who took the 
time to complete and return the 
survey forms. Without you we 

would not know what your 
needs, thoughts and expecta¬ 
tions are. Those who did not par¬ 
ticipate can only sit back and 
enjoy the ride. We only hope that 
we will be going where you want 
to go. 

The error factor of the sur¬ 
vey is plus or minus 1.65 per¬ 
cent, with a confidence factor of 
99 percent. Sixty-six percent of 
the responding members have 
lived in their current home for 
more than seven years, and 51 
percent were age 50 or less. Also, 
23.7 percent have four-year col¬ 
lege degrees or more. At 59.6 

percent, RECC’s members’ posi¬ 
tive attitude toward the coopera¬ 
tive is higher than in 1986, and 
service reliability was rated good 
or very good by 96.5 percent of 
the respondents. Members’ posi¬ 
tive attitude toward RECC em¬ 
ployees was rated very high, at 
98.3 percent. 

These are only a few of the 
results for this all-member sur¬ 
vey. The information will be used 
to plan for the future and scru¬ 
tinize current programs to bet¬ 
ter serve you, the member. 
Thanks again to all members 
who participated. 

Matthews attends institute on cooperative education 
Amy Matthews, daughter of 

Rodney and Beverly Matthews of 
Waggoner, was one of more then 
250 Youth Scholars to attend the 
67th Annual National Institutes 
on Cooperative Education in 
Minneapolis, Minn. July 31-Au¬ 
gust 3. Matthews represented 
the State FFA as part of her du¬ 
ties as the state FFA secretary- 
treasurer. 

The youths learned firsthand 
how cooperatives work by form¬ 
ing their own cooperative during 
the conference and financing it 
by selling conference favors. 
Other highlights of the confer¬ 
ence included a trip to the Mall 
of America, an old-fashioned ice 

cream social, and a youth talent 
show. 

Adults, young adults, and 

Matthews 

youth from throughout the 
United States and several foreign 
countries attended the Institute, 
which is the largest annual edu¬ 
cational event devoted to 
cooperatives. 

The trip serves as a reward 
to section and state winners in 
the Cooperative Activities Pro¬ 
gram, which aims to raise FFA 
chapters’ awareness of doing 
business through a cooperative. 
Illinois Farm Bureau, 
GROWMARK, Inc., Country 
Companies, IAATrust Company, 
Prairie Farms Dairy and Inter¬ 
state Producer’s Livestock Asso¬ 
ciation sponsor both the trip and 
the program. 

When something comes up, 
we won’t let you down. 

Wind, rain, summer or winter storms are just a few things 
that can cause damage and interrupt your electric service. 

Our professional and experienced crews are trained to put 
things back in order as fast as possible. 

As your locally owned electric cooperative, we take pride in 
serving our members. Our commitment to you and our commu¬ 
nity is to never let you down, no matter what. In fact, every mem¬ 
ber of the co-op staff — from linemen to receptionists and 
managers, full-time or part-time — is there to assist you. 

So when trouble pops up, so do we. It’s all part of being a co¬ 
op. And we wouldn’t have it any other way! 
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ENERGY SAVERS 

Heating efficiently 

Heating and cooling our homes account for about half of our 
residential energy costs. Don't waste any of the precious 

heated air during the fall and winter. 

With heating equipment: 
• Keep your heating equip¬ 

ment well tuned with periodic 
maintenance by a professional 
serviceman. Ask the serviceman 
how the energy efficiency of the 
heating system can be increased. 

• If you plan to buy a new fur¬ 
nace, select an energy-efficient 
unit. Your contractor has energy 
factsheets for each model; ask for 
them and compare energy usage. 

• Consider the advantages of 
a clock thermostat for your heat¬ 
ing system. The clock thermostat 
will turn the heat down for you 
automatically when you depart 
or go to bed and turn it up again 
when you return or awaken. 
While you can easily turn your 
thermostat back at night and up 
again in the morning yourself, 
the convenience of a clock ther¬ 
mostat may be worth the $40 to 
$90 cost to you. 

• Insulate accessible heating 
ducts in unheated areas. 

• Keep your fireplace damper 
closed unless you have a fire 
going. An open damper in a 48- 
inch square fireplace can let up 
to 8 percent of your heat out the 
chimney. 
When you use your fireplace: 

" • Improve your fireplace for 
supplemental heating. If you are 
using your conventional fire¬ 
place while your central heating 
system is on, consider these 
measures to lessen the loss of 
heated air from the house. 

• The warmth from a fire on 
the hearth generally doesn’t ra¬ 
diate through the house; the 
heat gain is confined to the room 
with the fireplace. A considerable 
amount of heated air from other 
parts of the house can flow into 
the fireplace, go wastefully up 
the chimney, and be replaced by 
cold outside air. The thermostat 

will sense the lowering of tem¬ 
perature and respond by turn¬ 
ing on the furnace to make up 
the heat lost. 

• Lower the thermostat set¬ 
ting to between 50 degrees F and 
55 degree F. Some warmed air 
will still be lost, but the furnace 
won’t have to use as much fuel 
to heat the rest of the house to 
these temperatures as it would 
to raise the heat to 65 degrees F. 
(Note: See Caution. Occupant 
comfort may require a higher 
setting.) 

• Close all doors and warm air 
ducts entering the room with the 
fireplace, and open a window 
near the fireplace about one-half 
to one inch. Air needed by the 
fire will be provided through the 
open window, and the amount 
of heated air drawn from the rest 
of the house will be reduced. If 
the fireplace has an outside sup¬ 
ply of air, opening a window is 
not needed. 

• If you have a simple open 
masonry fireplace, consider in¬ 
stalling a glass screen, a convec¬ 
tive grate, a combination convec¬ 
tive grate with glass screen, a 
radiant grate, or a fireplace in¬ 
sert. Some of these devices will 
cut down on the loss of warm air 
through the fireplace chimney. 
These accessories may improve 
heat recovery from the fire. 
When the heat is on: 

• Set your thermostat to 
about 65 degrees F during the 
day and 60 degrees F at night. 
You can save on your fuel costs 
for every degree you reduce the 
average temperature in your 
home. Caution: Some older 
people may require higher indoor 
temperatures — above 65 de¬ 
grees F at all times — to avoid 
accidental hypothermia, a pos¬ 
sibly fatal drop in body tempera¬ 

ture. People with circulatory 
problems or those taking certain 
types of drugs (e.g., phenothiaz- 
ines, commonly used to treat 
anxiety and nausea) may also be 
vulnerable. In such instances, 
follow a physician’s counsel on 
both winter and summer ther¬ 
mostat settings in your home. 

• Keep your windows near 
your thermostat tightly closed. 
Unnecessary drafts will keep 
your furnace working after the 
rest of the room has reached a 
comfortable temperature. 

• Clean or replace the filter in 
your forced-air heating system 
each month. 

• Check the duct work for air 
leaks about once a year if you 
have a forced-air heating system. 
To do this, feel around the duct 
joints for escaping air when the 
fan is on. Relatively small leaks 
can be repaired simply by cov¬ 
ering holes or cracks with duct 
tape. More stubborn problems 
may require caulking as well as 
taping. 

• If you have oil heat, have 
your furnace serviced at least 
once each year and make sure 
the firing rate is correct. Some 
furnaces maybe over-fired. 

• Don’t let cold air seep into 
your home through the attic ac¬ 
cess door. Check the door to 
make sure it is well insulated 
and weatherstripped, otherwise 
you’ll be wasting fuel to heat that 
cool air. 

• Dust or vacuum radiator 
surfaces frequently. Dust and 
grime impede the flow of heat. 
And if the radiators need paint¬ 
ing, use flat paint, preferably 
black. It radiates heat better 
than glossy. 

• Keep draperies and shades 
open in sunny windows; close 
them at night. 
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Your partner... 
when the Christmas 
lights are strung. 

“Too many 
on that side of the tree. You 
need more red ones at this 
end. The strand around the 
front window isn’t blinking.” 

When it’s 
time to decorate for the 
holidays, there is no shortage 
of “helpers” who make sure 
you’re doing it right. Thank 
goodness you have a 
dependable partner who 
helps make the season 

bright. For more than 
100 years, electricity 

has added so much 
to the atmosphere of 

the holiday season — 
colorful t winkling 

lights, the music we love 
to hear again, the warmth of a 

cozy living room. 

May the season bestow its 
peace upon you. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Electricity... a source of comfort. 
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RURAL 
Auburn* ELECTRIC 

CONVENIENCE 
Macoupin | COOPERATIVE 

Rural Hilights 
Board of Directors: Jim Ayers, John Beatty, Ted Dowson, R. Steven Gage, Curtis Hays, 

Lee Marten, Melvin Repscher, David White, and Lyle Yeaman. 

Manager: Del L. England 

RURAL ELECTRIC CONVENIENCE COOPERATIVE CO. 217-738-6197 AUBURN, ILLINOIS 

Holiday Greetings 
The employees, staff and 

board of directors of 
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Left photo: Asham Habib speaks to RECC employees. At right, Golan Hamidur Rahman, left, with RECC 
manager Del L. England and Asham Habib. The men from Bangladesh are touring the U.S. 

RECC hosts Bangladesh visitors 
Rural Electric Convenience played host to two 

important visitors from Bangladesh on October 3 
and 4. 

Asham Habib, director of operations for the 
North Division of the Rural Electrification Board 
of Bangladesh, and Golan Hamidur Rahman, 
board president of the Dinajpur PBS. located in 
the north central portion of Bangladesh, spent that 
Tuesday and Wednesday with us. 

Both were instrumental in the creation and 
management of rural electrification in their coun¬ 
try. RECC general manager Del L. England worked 
with both men during a four-year stint in 
Bangladesh. 

England was hired by the National Rural Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association, International Ltd. 
Program, and approved by the Bangladesh gov¬ 
ernment. He worked as a consultant from 1986 
through 1990. He, his wife, Betty, and a daughter 
lived in their country during that time. 

England headed a 21-member team that 
worked in an advisory capacity with the govern¬ 
ment. The two men and England became friends 
and colleagues. 

Mr. Habib and Mr. Rahman were touring many 
parts of the United States, gathering information 
to form an umbrella organization that would al¬ 
low all the electric cooperatives in Bangladesh to 
unite for an easier working relationship with the 
government. It would consolidate some services 
that many cooperatives could not afford alone. 
Both men spoke to RECC employees on the morn¬ 
ing of October 4. They answered questions and 
gave backgrounds of their country. 

The rural electrification program in 
Bangladesh started in 1970. The first cooperative 
was energized in 1980. and as of 1995, some 45 
cooperatives have been formed, with another five 
in various stages of creation. Bangladesh coopera¬ 
tive systems are comparable to the those in the 
United States in the late 1940s. Currently the co¬ 
operative are serving more than 1.1 million elec¬ 
tric services of all types to approximately 3.1 
million households. With a population of more 
than 120 million people in an area the size of Wis¬ 
consin, it is one of the most densely populated 
areas of the world. 
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ENERGY SAVERS 

Saving around the home 
Refrigerator/freezer 

• Don’t keep your refrig¬ 
erator or freezer too cold. 
Recommended tempera¬ 
tures: 38 degrees F to 40 
degrees F for fresh food 
compartment of the refrig¬ 
erator; 5 degrees F for the 
freezer section. (If you have 
a separate freezer for long¬ 
term storage, it should be 
kept at 0 degrees F, how¬ 
ever.) 

• Regularly defrost 
manual-defrost refrigera¬ 
tors and freezers. Frost 
buildup increases the op¬ 
erating time of the com¬ 
pressor and wastes energy 
and money. Never allow frost to 
build up more than one-quarter 
of an inch. 

• Make sure your refrigerator 
door seals are airtight. Test them 
by closing the door over a piece 
of paper or a dollar bill so it is 
half in and half out of the refrig¬ 
erator. If you can pull the paper 
or bill out easily, the latch may 
need adjustment or the seal may 
need replacing. 

Laundry 
You can save considerable 

amounts of energy in the laun¬ 
dry through conservation of hot 
water and by using your auto¬ 
matic washers and dryers less 
often and more efficiently. 

• Wash most clothes in warm 
or cold water, rinse in cold. You’ll 
save energy and money. Use hot 
water only if absolutely neces¬ 
sary. 

Washing machines 
• Fill washers (unless they 

have small-load attachments or 
variable water levels), but do not 
overload them. 

• Don’t use too much deter¬ 
gent. Follow the instructions on 
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the box. Oversudsing makes 
your machine work harder and 
use more energy. 

• Presoak or use a soak cycle 
when washing heavily soiled gar¬ 
ments. You’ll avoid two washings 
and save energy. 

Clothes dryers 
• Fill clothes dryers but do 

not overload them. 
• Keep the lint screen in the 

dryer clean. Remove lint after 
each load. Lint impedes the flow 
of air in the dryer, which makes 
your clothes take longer to dry 
and requires the machine to use 
more energy. 

• Keep the outside exhaust of 
your clothes dryer clean. Check 
it regularly. A clogged exhaust 
lengthens the drying time and 
increases the amount of energy 
used. 

• Dry your clothes in con¬ 
secutive loads. Stop-and-start 
drying uses more energy be¬ 
cause a lot goes into warming the 
dryer up to the desired tempera¬ 
ture each time you begin. 

Separate drying loads into 
heavy and lightweight items. 
Since the lighter ones take less 

drying time, the dryer 
doesn’t have to be on as 
long for these loads. Leave 
small, lightweight items un¬ 
til last. 

You may be able to dry 
them, after you turn off the 
power, with heat retained 
by the machine from earlier 
loads. 

• Save energy by using 
the old-fashioned clothes¬ 
line. As a bonus, clothes 
dried outdoors often seem 
fresher and cleaner than 
those taken from a me¬ 
chanical dryer. 

Ironing 
• Save energy needed for 

ironing by hanging clothes in the 
bathroom while you’re bathing 
or showering. The steam often 
removes the wrinkles for you. 

Bathroom 
• Take showers rather than 

baths, but limit your showering 
time and check the water flow if 
you want to save energy. It takes 
about 30 gallons of water to fill 
the average tub. A shower with 
a flow of 3 gallons of water a min¬ 
utes uses only 15 gallons in 5 
minutes. Assuming you use half 
hot and half cold water for bath¬ 
ing, you would save about 5 gal¬ 
lons of hot water every time you 
substitute a shower for a bath. 
Thus, if your substituted just 
one shower for one bath per day, 
you would save almost 2,000 
gallons of hot water in a year. 

• Consider installing a flow 
controller in the pipe at the 
showerhead. These inexpensive, 
easy-to-install devices restrict 
the flow of water to an adequate 
3 to 4 gallons per minute. This 
can save a considerable amount 
of hot water and the energy used 
to produce it over a year’s time. 
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