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CAPITAL CREDIT REFUNDS 

As I reported previously, the board of direc¬ 
tors authorized the refunding of the capital cred¬ 
its for the years of 1971 and 1972, and checks 
were mailed to members who took service during 
those years and are still on the system today. As 
with previous refunds, there are a substantial 
number of former members for whom we do not 
have current addresses, so we will be publishing 
names again for you to look at and give us what¬ 
ever assistance you can. We expect that this prob¬ 
lem will diminish somewhat as we accumulate 
more and more current addresses, but in the 
meantime we appreciate whatever help you can 
give us. 

Some of you who have either been reading this 
column or received a refund check have voluntar¬ 
ily sent in your social security numbers with your 
monthly bill payments. We really appreciate your 
cooperation because it will make our job easier 
and will help ensure that you will receive future 
capital credit refunds that are due you. We are 
trying to build the best set of records possible and 
we can not do it without your help. 

One point about capital credits that I have not 
mentioned in the past and which does not apply 
to many of our members is the sale of a business. 
If an electric account was in the name of a busi¬ 
ness and that business was sold to another party, 
we then have the problem of determining the right¬ 
ful owner of past capital credits. It really boils down 
to the question of whether or not the new owner 
purchased all of the assets of the business. It is 
very unlikely that anyone ever thinks about capi¬ 
tal credits when selling a business, so it is really a 
gray area and puts the cooperative in the middle. 

Our position is that we want the rightful owner to 
receive the refunds, no matter who that might be, 
and we may ask a judge to decide if substantial 
dollar amounts are involved. We would rather, 
however, have the parties themselves agree as to 
who will get the refund, and this type of situation 
is best avoided by covering capital credits in the 
sales agreement. So, if you have a business and 
sell it someday, remember to specify who shall 
receive future capital credit refunds. 

WINTER BILLS 

By the time you are reading this, we will be in 
the middle of winter and that time of year when 
many member bills are up considerably and some 
members have a great deal of difficulty in paying 
them. My annual advice to those members that 
find themselves in that situation is to not ignore 
the bill and the notices you receive from us. We 
make several attempts to contact those members 
who are behind in their payments and we want to 
work with them to keep their service on, but if a 
member totally ignores us, we can only assume 
that they have no intention of paying. At that point 
we will disconnect for nonpayment, and it is rather 
late to want to bargain with us. Disconnect situa¬ 
tions usually mean that a member owes us for 
nearly three months energy usage, and we simply 
can go no further with someone who has ignored 
us and made no effort to pay any part of their bill 
during that period of time. 

While disconnection of electrical service may 
seen rather harsh to some people, it should be 
considered, in light of the fact, that the utility in¬ 
dustry is probably the only business that auto¬ 
matically extends up to two months credit to every 
customer without any credit checks or credit ref¬ 
erences because the customer pays after using the 
service. Once a customer violates that credit trust, 
we have to use the best means available to us to 
collect what is due, and we certainly can not per¬ 
mit him or her to continue to increase the amount 
owned. Disconnection for nonpayment should also 
be viewed from the standpoint that we are dealing 
with someone who has not made the least amount 
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of effort to pay any portion of the bill or to seek 
assistance from available sources. In many cases 
the attitude seems to be that we can not discon¬ 
nect them, but our position is that in view of the 
lack of effort on their part we can and will discon¬ 
nect for nonpayment. 

OUTAGE CALLS 

Some time back I mentioned that we were try¬ 
ing to find a phone answering system whereby we 
could answer multiple phone lines at one time and 
the caller would get a recording advising them 
where we were experiencing outages. The tape 
would be continuously updated as new outages 
were reported so callers could be assured that we 
were aware that the power was off in their area. 
This type of arrangement would probably satisfy 
most callers, but if the caller needed to talk to 
someone to report a possible outage cause or other 
information, they could simply stay on the line and 
their call would be answered in turn. Unfortu¬ 
nately, to date we have not found a system that is 
capable of doing what we want and is not what I 
consider to be cost prohibitive. We and our answer¬ 
ing service are continuing to research available 
equipment and with the rapid changes in technol¬ 
ogy, something is bound to become available that 
will suit our needs. 

An outage we experienced this past Thanks¬ 
giving weekend is typical of the situations we en¬ 
counter when taking outage calls. On Saturday 
morning shortly before 8 a.m., a small hawk flew 
into our Campbell Hill substation located next to 
Trico school and caused an arc that blew two 

69,000-volt high-side fuses. That means, of course, 
that we lost all of the service area from east of Trico 
to south of Steeleville and several hundred homes 
were affected. At that hour of the day on Saturday 
most people were home and a big percentage of 
them were tiying to report the outage. I would imag¬ 
ine that some people were frustrated that they 
could not get through, but I will say again that if 
your whole area is out and the outage line is busy, 
we most likely know about your situation and we 
do not need to hear from everyone. 

Everyone needs to keep in mind the time re¬ 
quired to fix an outage. Once an outage is reported 
it will take some time to call out a lineman and 
then it takes time to drive to the outage area. The 
drive time could be as little as 10 minutes or bet¬ 
ter than a half an hour in some cases. Once the 
lineman gets to the outage area he may find the 
trouble right away or may have to patrol the line 
to try and find the problem. Saturday morning we 
were pretty sure from the very start that the trouble 
was in the substation so the serviceman went there 
first and was able to correct the problem in a rea¬ 
sonably short period of time. That usually is not 
the case and more time is normally needed to run 
down the problem. What it boils down to is that 
most outages are going to be an hour or more, so 
there is no reason to be concerned about not be¬ 
ing able to get through on an outage line right away. 
The real key is if your neighbors are also out of 
power. If they are and the outage line is busy, 
chances are we already have someone on the way 
to find the problem. If you are the only one out of 
sendee, you need to continue trying to call the out¬ 
age number. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association 

10169 Old Highway 13 
Murphysboro, IL 62966 

684-2143 

Carbondale 
Bank of Carbondale 

216 E. Main 

First Bank 
1500 W. Main 

First National Bank & Trust 
509 S. University 

Murphysboro 
Magna Bank 
1301 Walnut 
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Do you know these people? 
General retirements of capital credits have 

been issued for the years 1953 to 1972. The fol¬ 
lowing people had service wdth Egyptian Electric 
during those years and have left our service lines. 
We have no current address for them. Lists will 

be printed in the coming months in order to locate 
these members. 

If you have information pertaining to these 
people or their heirs, have them contact Diane at 
618-965-3434. 

Anderson, John 
Asbuiy, Albert 
Barnes, Everett & Wilma 
Bastien, Earl 
Behnken, Leland 
Bione, Julius 
Bittner, William R. 
Brayshaw, F.C. & Rose 
Brelje, Gerhard 
Brewer, Kenneth 
Brown, Paul 
Bryant, Allie 
Burns, John Jr. 
Bush, Hemy 
Butts, John 
Campbell, B.M. 
Church, Ray 
Clore, Frank, Sr. 
Collins, Robert 
Cora School District #120 
Cotton, H. Tommy 
Cox, John & Ida 
Cox, Julia M. 
Cox, Sherman 
David, Fred W. Jr. 

Doerr, Delmar G. 
Doerr, E.A. 
Dungey, Terrell & Nora 
Dunphy, David 
Easton, Jeny 
Eisenahuer, Edgar 
Eisenhauer, Vernon 
Enzenauer, Anne 
Fey, James & Irma 
Finley, Forrest 
Fox Lake Club 
Futrell, Floyd E. 
Futrell, Oral 
Goetz, Frank 
Gregory, Claudine Hagler 
Halley, Gertrude 
Hardie, Roy 
Harper, Tom 
Herberger, Jake 
Herschbach, E.H. 
Hessman, Arthur 
Hitzeman, Wesley 
Holmes, W.W. 
Hudgens, Lloyd 
Johnson, James & May 

Johnson, William 
Kane, Loy 
Kasier, Rolla W. 
Klingenfus, Emil 
Kuhl, Harold 
Lake man, Arthur 
Langelier, L.F. 
Lockler, Jewell 
Mahan, Clifford 
Mansker, Louise 
Marrs, W.B. & Melba L. 
Mason, Charley 
Masters, Harry B. 
Mathis, Leo G., Jr. 
McKinley, Lee 
Nation, John 
Patton, James L. 
Pautler, L.J. 
Pruitt, Jack 
Reeder, Odell 
Richards, Leland 
Ripley, Lester 
Robinson, Nellie 
Rowden, Clifford 
Sarensen, Jimmy 

Seventh Day Adventist 
School 
Shirley Joseph 
Sinclair, J. Earl 
Skelcher, Cline A. 
Smith, Earl & Helen 
Smith, Eugene 
Smith, Loyd 
Taylor, William Earl 
Thies, Raymond 
Thomas, C.L. & Lavern 
Tilmann, Walter 
Tucker, Eddie 
Vanderiet, Jerry 
Walker, Naomi 
Wallace, Bob 
Wallace, RE. 
White, Robert 
Wild, Watler 
Williams, Roy 
Wilmouth, R.H. & May 
Woodward, Earl 
Zeilman, Ed 

If you contact Diane about a deceased mem¬ 
ber who received electric service from our Coop¬ 
erative after 1972, additional capital credits may 
be available for refund as a capital credit estate 
refund. The date of death is needed to process 

these refunds. Providing this information when you 
call will expedite processing the refund. Thank you 
for your continued cooperation in finding these 
members. 

Statement of nondiscrimination 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association is 

the recipient of federal financial assistance from 
the Rural Electrification Administration, an 
agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and 
is subject to the provisions of Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, as amended. Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, the 
Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, and 
the rules and regulations of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture which provide that no person in 
the United States on the basis of race, color, na¬ 
tional origin, age, or handicap shall be excluded 
from participation in, admission or access to, de¬ 
nied the benefits of, or otherwise be subjected to 
discrimination under any of this organization’s 

programs or activities. 
The person responsible for coordinating this 

organization’s nondiscrimination compliance efforts 
is Judith A. Wolters, office manager. Any individual, 
or specific class of individuals, who feels that this 
organization has subjected them to discrimination 
may obtain further information about the statutes 
and regulations listed above from and/or file a writ¬ 
ten complaint with this organization; or the Secre- 
taiy, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, 
D.C. 20250; or the Administrator, Rural Electrifi¬ 
cation Administration, Washington, D.C. 20250. 
Complaints must be filed within 180 days after the 
alleged discrimination. Confidentiality will be main¬ 
tained to the extent possible. 
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New home builders workshop 
Are you considering 

building a new home 
this year, but not sure 
where to begin? Then 
you should attend the 
New Home Builders 
Workshop on February 
9. At this workshop you 
will hear valuable infor¬ 
mation that will help 
you get the home that 
you want and ways to 
simplify the process. 
You will also hear how 
to avoid common pit- 
falls that can occur. 

You will hear a 
speaker from the real 
estate industry tell you 
what you should consider when selecting a site 
and how land transactions occur. A representa¬ 
tive from First National Bank and Trust Company 
will discuss financing options and the mechanics 

of requesting a loan. Mark 
Harrison with the Home 
Builders Association of Illi¬ 
nois will discuss contractor 
selection and contract re¬ 
quirements. Bryce Cramer 
with Egyptian Electric will 
discuss energy efficient con¬ 
struction and the Certified 
Comfort Home program. 
Steve Smith with Applied 
Energy Systems will discuss 
geothermal heating and cool¬ 
ing systems. 
The workshop is being 

sponsored by Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative and First 
National Bank and Trust 
Company. It will be held on 

the third floor of the Bank, 509 S. University, 
Carbondale, at 6:30 p.m., on February 9. If you 
are interested in attending, please register by Feb¬ 
ruary 1, by calling either 684-2143 or 457-3381. 

Essay contest open to sophomores, juniors 
Sophomore and junior students attending high 

school in the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Asso¬ 
ciation service area may compete for week-long 
trips to Washington,D.C.ithe cooperative’s 1995 
Youth to Washington Essay Contest. Those who 
attend Sparta, Trico,Chester, Pinckneyville, 
Carbondale, Carterville, Murphysboro, Elverado, 
Marissa, Steeleville and Coultervillehigh schools 
are eligible to participate in the contest. 
Six students competing in the contest will win all- 
expenses-paid tours to Washington as part of a 
contingent of more than 60 winners of similar con¬ 
tests sponsored by other electric cooperatives in 
Illinois. In addition, 10 semifinalists will earn ex- 
penses-paid trips to Springfield for Illinois Rural 
ElectricYouthDay. 

The Springfield trip is scheduled for April 5. 

The Washington tour is June 16- 
23. 

Students will submit essays 
on the subject “Gun Control: 
Does Government Have a 
Role?” The deadline for essays 
is March 1. 
A number of high schools 
will have information 
packets available for stu¬ 
dent use, or interested 
students may 
contact Bryce Cramer, 
district office man¬ 
ager, Murphysboro, at 
(618) 684-2143, 
for more information. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neighbors 
to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday) call the office number nearest you: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 684-2143. 

After office hours: Steeleville area — Call 1-800- 
606-1505 

Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 

calls after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers your map, 
section and house (or locat.) number as found on your 
billing statement. 
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COPPER THEFTS 
I guess it is a sign of the times, but theft is 

becoming more and more of a problem, and we 
are experiencing losses of copper wire from inside 
of our substations and from grounds along the 
fences of the substations. In most cases the 
amount of copper wire stolen probably does not 
amount to $20 per substation, but the damages 
to equipment and the cost to replace stolen wire 
amounts to a whole lot more. Thus far, we have 
had thefts occur at the Lenzburg, Sparta, Cora and 
Keller substations, so it appears that the thieves 
are picking stations that are along the highway 
and the stations are probably being broken into 
by the same people. Three of the stations had holes 
cut in the chain link fence and one had the lock 
cut off the gate. 

Aside from the cost of damaged equipment and 
the cost of making repairs, what has us really con¬ 
cerned is the possibility that someone is going to 
be seriously injured or killed over a few dollars 
worth of copper. They have been cutting the ground 
wires off our station transformers and the voltage 
regulators, and that can create some dangerous 
voltage conditions for themselves and our employ¬ 
ees who may enter a station and not notice right 
away that the grounds are missing. 

Thus far, the most serious damage to equip¬ 
ment occurred at the Lenzburg station, where one 
regulator control panel had to be replaced. The 
neutral currents tried to find a path to ground 
through the bolt that anchored the regulator tank 
to the concrete pad and the rebar in the pad. The 
regulator tank and concrete became so hot at the 
anchor point that it actually melted some of the 
concrete. 1 do not know what temperature it takes 
to melt concrete, but it was hot enough to turn it 
to glass and to cause it to erupt because of the 
moisture that is retained in concrete. We were 

alerted to the problem by a member who flagged 
down one of our servicemen and told him that he 
had seen fire in the station, so we do not know 
how long this condition existed, but in all likeli¬ 
hood the wire was taken the night before. 

We have reported the thefts to the local law 
enforcement authorities, but it is really difficult 
for them to catch anyone in the act because our 
stations are miles apart and they can not be ev¬ 
erywhere at once. At this point we are asking for 
your help if you happen to drive by our stations 
on a regular basis or happen to live close to one. 
All of our service and line trucks are yellow, and if 
you happen to see a different colored vehicle 
parked at our stations at night, we would appreci¬ 
ate your calling our answering service and letting 
them know. If you are able to determine the make 
and color of the vehicle that would be very help¬ 
ful, but we do not expect anyone to put themselves 
at any risk by trying to obtain information for us. 

WINTER LOADS 
Predicting what loads will be when preparing 

a budget is really a guessing game and what I do 
is look at the loads for each month of the past 10 
years and then pick what looks like a reasonable 
average. The problem is that the weather does not 
always cooperate and you have a hard time find¬ 
ing that average month. With the way the year 
started in January, I fully expected that 1994 
would exceed 1993 and we would have another 
record year in regard to wholesale power purchases 
from Southern Illinois Power Co-operative. How¬ 
ever, as I write this after Christmas, it is hard to 
believe it is winter and it is more like a nice spring 
day. November and December were both mild 
months compared to recent years, so there is little 
likelihood that 1994 energy usage will exceed that 
of last year. It messes up my estimates, but it does 
make it a lot nicer for those that are paying the 
electric bill. Since you are the cooperative, it all 
comes out even. 

RURAL ELECTRIFICATION ADMINISTRATION 
I do not know if you are aware of it, but there 

is no longer an REA as such and it has become 
part of Rural Utilities Service (RUS). RUS will be 
involved in more than just rural electrification and 
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will also include such services as rural water and 
sewage. For someone like me who grew up calling 
every power pole an REA pole, no matter who 
owned it, it is going to be hard to work REA out of 
my vocabulary. Many members still refer to this 
cooperative as the “REA” even though that is re¬ 
ally the name of the federal agency and the coop¬ 
eratives themselves have no affiliation with the 
government other than as borrower and lender. 

Other than a name change and a realignment, 
there are not other major changes in the program 
at the present time. RUS is still a part of the De¬ 
partment of Agriculture and will be included in that 
budget. With the political changes in Washington, 
no one can predict what will happen to the Agri¬ 
culture Department budget or the RUS budget. It 
is probably reasonable to expect that if budget cuts 
are in fact made government wide, then our pro¬ 
gram will also have to take its share of cuts. There 
have been strong supporters and strong opponents 
of the program in the past and that will most likely 

also be the case in the new congress. All we seek is 
equitable treatment for our members in whatever 
action is taken to reduce government spending and 
the deficit. 

I do have some concerns as to what might hap¬ 
pen to rural water programs in the new congress. 
The Clinton Administration was committed to 
bringing water to all rural homes, and a number 
of rural water cooperatives or districts are in the 
planning or formation stage and the feasibility of 
the projects depends a great deal on government 
grants and loans. If the new congress does not 
share the President’s enthusiasm for bringing po¬ 
table water to rural homes, then many of the 
projects will go by the wayside. We will, of course, 
do what we can to ensure that new members of 
congress understand that an assured supply of 
potable water is essential to making rural areas a 
viable place to live and is critical for any economic 
development of those areas. 

Do you know these people? 
General retirements of capital credits have 

been issued for the years 1953 to 1972. The fol¬ 
lowing people had service with Egyptian Electric 
during those years and have left our service lines. 
We have no current address for them. Lists will be 

printed in the coming months in order to locate 
these members. 

If you have information pertaining to these 
people or their heirs, have them contact Diane at 
618-965-3434. 

Barr, Dwight 
Bauer, Henry 
Beckman, Dorothy 
Bennett, Glen H. 
Bierman, Joe 
Bishop, Edward 
Bolen, Kenneth 
Bowman, V.W. & Beulah 
Bruch, James E. 
Carter, Ralph 
Carter, Robert W. 
Cashen, Ben 
Conroy, Quintin 
Conry, Frank 
Coulter, Gerald 
Culley, Lynn 
Cunningham, Floyd F. 
Davis, Carl 
Davis, Williams A. & Nellie P. 
Delong, Peter 
Demick, Herman 
Deppe, Clara 
Dill, Robert Sr. 
Donnell, C.S. & Bessie 
Draper, Eugene 

Earll, Jack 
Eastwood, Fred R. 
Ehmke, Walter 
Evans, James 
Evans, John R. 
Fisher, Tom J. 
Fligor, Ernest R. 
Cassell, Richard 
Hamilton, Louise 
Hamilton, Mamie 
Harris, Ralph 
Hasemeyer, Court 
Hatler, Inice 
Hickey, William K. 
Hiller and Coty 
Hoelscher, Virgil C. 
Hood, John L. 
Irose, Charels 
Jayne, Bessie C. 
Joubert, G.E. 
Lark, Austin F. 
Leggans, William B. 
Levan, Fern 
Linneman, C.W. & Gladys 
Lohman, Vernon L. 

Lukasek, Charles 
Marler, Owen 
Maze, Francis H. 
McKamey, Everett 
Morgan, W.A. & Virginia 
Morris, Thomas E. 
Mosby, Leroy 
Nobel. Riley 
Parker, Louis G. 
Parks, Earl 
Phemister, Lynn 
Powless, Kenneth 
Qualls, Harvey 
Qualls, James K. 
Raney, Jerry 
Raybourn, Roy 
Renfrom, Carl T. 
Rice, Lester Lee 
Robertson, Jack 
Rowe, Harry E. 
Schatte, Homer W. 
Schatte, Howard 
Schmidt, Henry C. 
Schneidewind, Dean 
Segelhorst. Harold 

Shields, Richard 
Skidmore, Robert 
Smith, Dillon 
Smith, Edward 
Spiller, Albert 
Spiller, George 
Spreitler, Walter H. 
Steele, Caroline 
Stewart, Jessie 
Stewart, Ronald 
Tierney, Frank J. 
Vergette, Nichol 
Walter, Robert 
Warren, Sharon 
Werner, Eugene 
Whitmore, George 
Willcutt, C.W. & Mary J. 
Williams, Edward 
Wilson, Prentice P. & Hazel 
Wilson, W.H. 
Wingerter, Cliff 
Wolf. Herschel 
Wright. David 
Wright, Norma C. 

If you contact Diane about a deceased mem¬ 
ber who received electric service from our Coop¬ 
erative after 1972, additional capital credits may 
be available for refund as a capital credit estate 
refund. The date of death is needed to process these 

refunds. Providing this information when you call 
will expedite processing the refund. Thank you for 
your continued cooperation in finding these mem¬ 
bers. 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed on Monday, February 13, for Lincoln’s Birthday and Wednesday, 

February 22, for Washington’s Birthday. 
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New home builders workshop 
Are you considering 

building a new home 
this year, but not sure 
where to begin? Then 
you should attend the 
New Home Builders 
Workshop on February 
9. At this workshop you 
will hear valuable infor¬ 
mation that will help 
you get the home that 
you want and ways to 
simplify the process. 
You will also hear how 
to avoid common pit- 
falls that can occur. 

You will hear a 
speaker from the real 
estate industry tell you 
what you should consider when selecting a site 
and how land transactions occur. A representa¬ 
tive from First National Bank and Trust Company 
will discuss financing options and the mechanics 

of requesting a loan. Mark 
Harrison with the Home 
Builders Association of Illi¬ 
nois will discuss contractor 
selection and contract re¬ 
quirements. Bryce Cramer 
with Egyptian Electric will 
discuss energy efficient con¬ 
struction and the Certified 
Comfort Home program. 
Steve Smith with Applied 
Energy Systems will discuss 
geothermal heating and cool¬ 
ing systems. 
The workshop is being 

sponsored by Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative and First 
National Bank and Trust 
Company. It will be held on 

the third floor of the Bank, 509 S. University, 
Carbondale, at 6:30 p.m., on February 9. If you 
are interested in attending, please register by Feb¬ 
ruary 1, by calling either 684-2143 or 457-3381. 

/U~U\ 

Essay contest open to sophomores, juniors 
Sophomore and junior students attending high 

school in the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Asso¬ 
ciation service area may compete for week-long 
trips to Washington,D.C.ithe cooperative’s 1995 
Youth to Washington Essay Contest. Those who 
attend Sparta, Trico,Chester, Pinckneyville, 
Carbondale, Carterville, Murphysboro, Elverado, 
Marissa. Steeleville and Coultervillehigh schools 
are eligible to participate in the contest. 
Six students competing in the contest will win all- 
expenses-paid tours to Washington as part of a 
contingent of more than 60 winners of similar con¬ 
tests sponsored by other electric cooperatives in 
Illinois. In addition, 10 semifinalists will earn ex- 
penses-paid trips to Springfield for Illinois Rural 
ElectricYouthDay. 

The Springfield trip is scheduled for April 5. 

The Washington tour is June 16- 
23. 

Students will submit essays 
on the subject “Gun Control: 
Does Government Have a y 
Role?” The deadline for essays S 
is March 1. / 
A number of high schools l 
will have information 
packets available for stu- / 
dent use. or interested / 
students may 
contact Bryce Cramer, c 
district office man- J 
ager, Murphysboro, at ) 
(618) 684-2143, / 
for more information, ni  

What to do if the power goes off 

We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “on" position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neighbors 
to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday) call the office number nearest you: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 684-2143. 

After office hours: Steeleville area — Call 1-800- 
606-1505 

Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 

calls after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers your map, 
section and house (or locat.) number as found on your 
billing statement. 
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Carbon monoxide danger 
increases in winter 

Symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning 
If you discover someone overcome by carbon monoxide, act fast. Get them 

to fresh air quickly. If that’s not possible, open nearby doors and windows. 
Then call for medical help. 

Have conscious victims lie down. Keep them warm and calm. If they are 
not breathing, give them artificial respiration. Tell emergency personnel that 
you suspect CO poisoning. 
% of blood 
saturation Symptoms 

0-10 None 
10-20 Tightness across forehead, possible headaches 
20-30 Headaches, throbbing temples 
30-40 Severe headaches, weakness, dizziness, dimness of vision, 

nausea, vomiting and collapse. 
40 - 50 Previous symptoms continue, greater possibility of collapse 

and loss of consciousness, increased pulse and respiration. 
50 - 60 Loss of consciousness, increased respiration and pulse, coma 

with intermittent convulsions. 
60-70* Coma, intermittent convulsions, depressed heart action, 

possible death. 
70-80* Weak pulse and slowed respiration, respiratory failure and 

death. 
*When high concentrations of CO gas are inhaled, the victim may not ex¬ 
perience any of the above symptoms but may suddenly collapse. Death in 
these cases is the result of paralysis of the respiratory system. 

Two people passed within an 
hour of death when their apart¬ 
ment building became a carbon 
monoxide gas chamber. An after- 
the-fact assessment found that 
the building’s furnace did not 
draft properly, backing exhaust 
into several apartments. One of 
the people, sleeping in a base¬ 
ment apartment, was saved only 
by 10 minutes of persistent 
knocking on her door by a utility 
company employee responding to 
a neighbor’s complaint of fumes. 

When doctors examined that 
victim, they found her blood con¬ 
tained a near-fatal concentration 
of carbon monoxide. The neigh¬ 
bor who called for help was found 
with a slightly higher level in his 
blood. Without immediate atten¬ 
tion, both would have been dead 
within an hour, authorities said. 

They were among 10,000 
Americans expected to be tem¬ 
porarily or permanently dis¬ 
abled by accidental exposure to 
carbon monoxide each year, 
according to the Centers for 
Disease Control in Atlanta. In 
1991, the last year for which 
figures are available, 594 people 
died from unintentional ex¬ 
posure to carbon monoxide. 

Carbon monoxide is an 
odorless, invisible and highly 
poisonous gas that results from 
incomplete combustion of wood, 
charcoal, natural gas, kerosene 
and other carbon-based fuels. Its 
chemical designation is CO. 

While the number of CO- 
related deaths has steadily 
declined in recent years, high 
profile accidents such as the 
CO-induced death in September 
of tennis star Vitas Gerulaitis in 
New York underline the con¬ 
tinuing need for vigilance 
against CO poisoning. Inves¬ 

tigators suspect a faulty pool 
heater vented exhaust into 
Gerulaitis’ cottage as he slept. 

In its initial stages, carbon 
monoxide poisoning is difficult 
to distinguish from the flu. Both 
cause headaches, dizziness, 
nausea, vomiting and fatigue. 

Carbon monoxide kills by 
limiting the body’s ability to use 
oxygen. Normally, oxygen mol¬ 
ecules in the lungs are absorbed 
into the blood stream, where they 
attach themselves to hemoglobin 
proteins. Hemoglobin carries the 
oxygen to the heart, brain, mus¬ 
cles and other organs. But carbon 
monoxide attaches to hemo¬ 
globin 300 times more easily 
than oxygen, pushing aside 
oxygen molecules and rendering 
them useless. As CO builds up in 
the bloodstream, the unsus¬ 
pecting victim slowly suffocates. 

Simply leaving a CO-saturated 
space may not immediately re¬ 
sult in a return to normal blood 
oxygen levels. Carbon monoxide 
can take twice as long to leave a 

human body as it did to accum¬ 
ulate, and victims often need 
pure oxygen or other treatments 
to purge their bodies of CO. 

A second, rarely discussed 
danger from carbon monoxide 
is that it is explosive. Air con¬ 
taining between 12.5 percent 
and 74 percent CO will explode 
if ignited. 

Defective furnaces, fireplace 
flues and oil heaters have long 
been primary causes of acciden¬ 
tal CO poisoning. In addition, 
carbon monoxide is found in 
exhaust from automobiles, 
lawnmowers, kerosene space 
heaters, charcoal grills and other 
appliances that burn carbon- 
based fuels. 

To protect families against 
accidental CO poisoning, utili¬ 
ties recommend annual furnace 
and appliance checks by a 
qualified gas appliance or 
heating contractor and instal¬ 
lation of plug-in or battery CO 
detectors with audible alarms 
near sleeping areas. 
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by Harry Kuhn 

From the 
Manager’s Desk 

LOW VOLTAGE 
On the morning of January 6, 1995, we expe¬ 

rienced icing conditions on the system with the 
heaviest accumulations occurring on that part of 
the system that is generally north and west of 
Steeleville. We started experiencing problems on 
the high-voltage transmission system that provides 
service to our substation around 5 a.m. with nu¬ 
merous breaker operations up until around 6 a.m. 
when the breaker finally locked in. Unfortunately, 
after that some members in four substation areas 
experienced low voltage. Since one substation on 
the same transmission line was operating nor¬ 
mally, we surmised that we had a jumper burned 
off somewhere between the Bremen and Evans¬ 
ville substations and we started to patrol the line 
to locate the problem. The problem was as we sus¬ 
pected and was at the Bremen substation, so we 
then had to take all of the stations out of service 
in order to repair the damage. The fact that driv¬ 
ing conditions were bad and the switches were ice 
covered and were difficult to open contributed to 
the length of time it took to get the system back to 
normal. 

We were not able to determine for sure what 
caused the short circuit on the transmission sys¬ 
tem that ultimately caused the jumper to burn 
open. We suspect it was a large tree in the Baldwin 
substation area that we later found had gone over 
and was in the distribution circuit that was 
underbuilt on the transmission line. We believe 
that the tree was initially in the 69,000-volt line 
and later fell into the lower circuit because of the 
weight of increased ice loading. All we know for 
sure is that when we fixed the problem at Bremen 
and energized the transmission system, the short 
circuit was gone and voltages were back to nor¬ 

mal. 
Whenever we have a situation as what oc¬ 

curred on the morning of January 6, you should 
unplug all your appliances that operate with mo¬ 
tors. Motors will overheat under low voltage con¬ 
ditions and those that do not have some kind of 
thermal protection may be damaged by prolonged 
low voltage conditions. If some plugs, such as a 
refrigerator are hard to get to, simply trip the 
breaker for that circuit in your main panel. If you 
want to shut the whole house down, you can trip 
off the main panel breaker. Don’t overlook your 
heat pump if you have one, and I would simply 
trip the breaker in your main panel that protects 
the heat pump circuit. While this particular situ¬ 
ation affected four substations and a wide area, 
from time to time we have low voltage problems in 
individual stations due to a high-side fuse blow¬ 
ing, so everyone should take appropriate action 
when those situation arise. Because of the time it 
takes to get a serviceman out and isolate the prob¬ 
lem, most low voltage situations will persist for at 
least an hour, so you can minimize damage by tak¬ 
ing immediate action when you notice the prob¬ 
lem. 

BLOWER DOOR TESTS 
We get a number of calls from members who 

may have built a new home or bought a home and 
are upset or disappointed with the cost to heat 
that home. To assist our members in determining 
why their homes use so much energy, we have 
purchased a blower door test system whereby we 
can measure that amount of air exchange per hour 
in a member’s home. Every home has outside air 
infiltration and some is necessary to eliminate 
humidity and odors such as cooking, pots and 
smoking. The problem is that if you have too much 
infiltration, you are helping to heat the outdoors. 
The heating and air conditioning industry recom¬ 
mends that air exchanges be no less than .35 per 
hour, but your own personal situation may be such 
that you could get by with even less that that. 

If your home is difficult to heat and you would 
like for us to do a blower door test for you at no 
cost to you, contact Bryce Cramer at our 
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Murphysboro office. The telephone number if684- 
2143. Bryce has already performed a couple of tests 
with the new equipment and found that one house 
had an air exchange rate of 1.7 per hour. That 
means that during every hour the air would be 
changed out nearly two times and a lot of energy 
is required to heat the cold air coming in. Small 
wonder that the homeowner was unhappy with the 
cost to heat the home. 

The purpose of doing this test is to determine 
where the problems are in the home’s construc¬ 
tion. Sometimes the problems can be corrected 
with minimal effort and expense, but in some cases 
the opposite may be true. We fully expect that as 
we do these tests for our members and we point 
out defects that need to be corrected, the mem¬ 
bers may complain to their builders and the build¬ 
ers may not be too happy with us. However, it is 
our intent to assist our members in any way we 
can in making their home as energy efficient as 
possible and if construction practices need to be 
improved, so be it. The electric cooperatives have 
put together construction standards for a Certi¬ 
fied Comfort Home and we believe that if everyone 
followed these standards, our members will be a 
lot happier with their new homes, no matter how 
they may be heated. Many of the things called for 
in the standards are fairly inexpensive to provide 
at the time of construction, but will go a long way 
to lower a home’s hourly air exchanges. 

Specifying and bidding an energy efficient home 
is really the homeowner’s responsibility. The 
homeowner needs to specify the standards and 

make sure that every bidder has bid those stan¬ 
dards. Many builders would like to do the extra 
energy efficient improvements in a new home, but 
are not able to do so because their competition has 
not bid them. If a builder bids higher standards 
and the homeowner does not do his job of evaluat¬ 
ing bids and construction standards and simply 
takes the low bid, the better-built home is going to 
lose out to the one that is built to lower standards. 
We are concerned by what we see happening be¬ 
cause when that member moves into his new home 
that he believes to be “energy efficient” and his bills 
are higher than he anticipated, who do you sup¬ 
pose he calls and blames? None of us blame the 
gas station when our car does not make very good 
mileage, but somehow we conclude that the utility 
must be responsible if our home is inefficient. That 
conclusion is probably due to the fact that we have 
not properly educated the public as to what causes 
a home to be inefficient and that is why we pur¬ 
chased the blower door test equipment. We want 
to help you learn what your home is doing and 
what could be done to it so it will do better in the 
future. 

I do want to stress again that any energy au¬ 
dits or blower door tests that we do for the mem¬ 
bers are done at no cost to the member. We believe 
that it is important that we assist you as much as 
possible in solving your energy usage problems 
and if you are having a problem, we do not want 
the cost of a test to stand in the way of addressing 
those problems. 

NRECA 

Willie Wiredhand 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association 

10169 Old Highway 13 
Murphysboro, IL 62966 

684-2143 

Carbondale 
Bank of Carbondale 

216 E. Main 

First Bank 
1500 W. Main 

First National Bank & Tfrust 
509 S. University 

Murphysboio 
Magna Bank 
1301 Walnut 
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ENERGY SAVERS 

Lighting 

Compact fluorescent rapid-start lamp versions (left to right) 
A. short quad, b. globe, and c. long quad. 

Don’t use more light than 
you need. About 15 percent of 
the electricity we use in our 
homes goes into lighting. Most 
Americans overlight their homes, 
so using lighting efficiently is an 
easy conservation measure. The 
U.S. Department of Energy has 
these suggestions. Some may be 
appropriate for your situation. 

Indoor lighting 

• Turn off lights in any room 
not being used. 

• Light-zone your home and 
save electricity. Concentrate 
lighting in reading and working 
areas and where it’s needed for 
safety (stairwells, for example). 

• To reduce overall lighting 
in non-working spaces, remove 
one bulb out of three in multiple 
light fixtures and replace it with 
a burned-out bulb for safety. 
Replace other bulbs throughout 
the house with bulbs of the next 
lower wattage. 

• Consider installing solid 
state dimmers or high-low 
switches when replacing light 
switches. They make it easy to 
reduce lighting intensity in a 
room and thus save energy. 

• Use one large bulb instead 
of several small ones in areas 
where bright light is needed. 

• Use compact fluorescent 
lights whenever you can; they 
give out more lumens per watt. 
These lights can fit into many 
incandescent lamp sockets and 
provide the same quality of 
light. With efficiencies of 50-60 
lumens per watt, the compact 
fluorescent lamps are three to 
four times more efficient than 
conventional bulbs and last 10 
times as long. For example, an 
18-watt compact fluorescent 
lamp produces the same amount 
of light as a 75-watt incandes¬ 
cent lamp. Although the initial 
cost is higher, the savings in 

electricity costs could pay for the 
compact fluorescent bulb in 
about a year. 

• Consider fluorescent lighting 
for the kitchen sink and counter- 
top areas. These lights, set 
under kitchen cabinets or over 
counters are pleasant and 
energy efficient. 

• Fluorescent lighting also 
is effective for makeup and 
grooming areas. Use 20-watt 
deluxe warm white lamps for 
these areas. 

• Need new lamps? Consider 
the advantages of those with 
three-way switches. They make 
it easy to keep lighting levels 
low when intense light is not 
necessary. Use the high switch 
only for reading or other ac¬ 
tivities that require brighter 
light. 

• Always turn three-way 
bulbs down to the lowest 
lighting level when watching 
television. You’ll reduce the 
glare and use less energy. 

• Use low-wattage night-light 
bulbs. These come in 4-watt as 
well as 7-watt sizes. The 4-watt 
bulb with a clear finish is almost 
as bright as the 7-watt frosted 
bulb, but uses about half as 
much energy. 

• Try 50-watt reflector flood¬ 
lights in directional lamps (such 
as pole or spot lamps). These 
floodlights provide about the 
same amount of light as the 
standard 100-watt bulbs but at 
half the wattage. 

• Try 25-watt reflector flood 
bulbs in high-intensity portable 
lamps. They provide about the 
same amount of light but use 
less energy than the 40-watt 
bulbs that normally come with 
these lamps. 

• Keep all lamps and lighting 
fixtures clean. 

• You can save on lighting 
energy through decorating. 
Light colors for walls, rugs, 
draperies, and upholstery reflect 
light and therefore reduce 
the amount of artificial light 
required. 

Outdoor lighting 

• Have decorative outdoor 
gas lamps turned off, unless 
they are essential for safety. Just 
eight gas lamps burning year 
round use as much natural gas 
as it takes to heat an average- 
size home for a winter heating 
season. 

By turning off one gas lamp, 
you might save from $40 to $50 
a year in natural gas costs. 

• Use outdoor lights only 
when they are needed. One way 
to make sure they’re off during 
the daylight hours is to put them 
on a photocell unit or timer that 
will turn them off automatically. 

• Consider installing solar- 
powered outdoor pathway lamps 
or high-efficiency sodium lamps 
for outdoor security lighting. 
They are available at many local 
hardware stores and building 
suppliers. 
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Do you know these people? 
General retirements of capital credits have been 

issued for the years 1953 to 1972. The following 
people had service with Egyptian Electric during 
those years and have left our service lines. We have 
no current address for them. Lists will be printed 

in the coming months in order to locate these mem¬ 
bers. 

If you have information pertaining to these 
people or their heirs, have them contact Diane at 
618-965-3434. 

Anderson, J. Henry 
Arterbeny, Bill 
Austin, Arden R. 
Austin, Van E. 
Baker, William C. 
Beck, Almond 
Bianchi, Rino 
Billinton, H. Wallace 
Brand, Lester J. 
Brenman, Lester 
Brown, Elmer 
Buman, Robert Lee 
Charles, Leonard 
Cleiman, Ray 
Coatney, Robert 
Cohen, William H. 
Crabtree, Otis. 
Crisler, Billy E. 
Cross, Allen 
Curton, Marlen D. 
Epplin, Edward 
Fairview Christian Church 
Flowers, Earl E. 
Frost, Oshel 
Frye, Roy 

Gardner, James 
Garegnon, Joe 
Glasscock, William C. 
Gordon, Dean W. 
Hall, Hubert L. 
Hall, J. Herbert 
Hardy, Williard 
Haroldson, Robert 
Henson, Mary L. 
Hillside Acres 
Hook, Charles W. 
Hubble, Hohn 
Humphreys, Essie 
Hurst, Arthur W. 
Jackson, Leland 
Jenkins, David A. 
Kalbitz, Roland 
Kraus, Reinhard 
Ledbetter, Mary 
Levelsmier, Thelma 
Lichtenfels, Emma 
Lindsey, Velma 
Lyerla, Virgil C. 
MacDonald, David 
Mainer, Claude 

May, Earl 
McClure, Norma 
McIntyre, Harvey 
Merkel, Francis 
Meyer, John A. 
Meyer, Leslie H. 
Midgett, Lewis 
Money, Emmett F. 
Morrison, Ray 
Mudd, Melvin 
Mueth, Leander 
Newton, Jacob O. 
Parker, James A. 
Penland, Minnie 
Ragan, Cecil W. 
Randle, Troy C. 
Ransin, Willard 
Rees, L.E. & Ruby 
Reinheimer, Arthur L. 
Reynolds, Phyllis 
Reynolds, Ralph 
Rinderer, William 
Ruch, Clementine 
Rust Contracting & Supply 
Sanders, Leonard & Ina 

Sauler, Gerald A. 
Schlager, Joseph 
Schmidt, Henry 
Seymour, Gerald 
Sheffield, Dorothy 
Shelton, Harry 
Smith, Fred R. 
Smith, Thomas 
Smith, W.R. & Dee 
Stork, Charles M. 
Swartz, Willis G. 
Throgmorton, Arthur 
Toler, C.G. & Mary 
Vamum, Walter 
Walker, William W. 
Webb, Loren 
Winchester, Wayne 
Witthoft, Carolyn 
Woodside, Anna M. 
Wright, Joe 
Young, Roger L. 
Zimmerman, Helen 
Zipfel, Justin 

If you contact Diane about a deceased mem¬ 
ber who received electric service from our Coop¬ 
erative after 1972, additional capital credits may 
be available for refund as a capital credit estate 
refund. The date of death is needed to process these 

refunds. Providing this information when you call 
will expedite processing the refund. Thank you for 
your continued cooperation in finding these mem¬ 
bers. 

Be careful with the trees, please! 
Are you planning to clear land or get rid of dead 

trees? 
Cutting down trees is serious business, and 

observing a few rules will help you accomplish your 
task safely. 

• Always look overhead and to all sides sur¬ 
rounding your cutting site. Make sure the tree will 
not come into contact with any power lines when 
it falls. 

• If a tree does fall into a power line, or you 
come across a tree that has already fallen, do not 
ever — under any circumstance — attempt to re¬ 

move it. 
• Stay clear of the tree 

and the line, and call us 
as soon as possible. We’ll 
send a crew right away to 
take care of the problem. 

Contact us for more 
advice before you begin 
your tree-trimming. 
We’ll be happy to share 
more safety measures 
with you. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neighbors 
to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday) call the office number nearest you: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 684-2143. 

After office hours: Steeleville area — Call 1-800- 
606-1505 

Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 

calls after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers your map, 
section and house (or locat.) number as found on your 
billing statement. 
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From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

POWER MARKETING AGENCIES 
You may have noticed in the newspaper or 

heard on the radio or television that the Clinton 
Administration has proposed to sell the Power 
Marketing Agencies, or PMAs as they are referred 
to in the media. The proceeds from the sale of the 
PMAs would be a one time addition to the budget 
which would help to reduce the amount of the 
deficit in the year they are sold. Most people do 
not know what the PMAs are and assume that they 
would not be affected by the sale. That, however, 
is not the case for the members of this cooperative. 

PMAs market the power produced by 
government-owned dams, and Southern Illinois 
Power Co-operative does purchase a block of power 
out of Barkley Dam on the Cumberland River in 
Kentucky. The block we buy is not large and we 
are limited in the number of hours that we can 
use the amount of capacity that we buy, but it 
does have a significant impact on our operation. If 
the PMAs are sold, we will either lose access to 
that power or will have to pay substantially more 
for it. 

The PMAs are self-supporting and operate at 
no cost to the government. The only rationale for 
selling them is to reduce the budget deficit with a 
one-time infusion of cash. The problem we have 
with that is that the one-time infusion of cash to 
the federal budget is going to mean higher costs 
to our members, as well as to the members of about 
600 other cooperatives that receive power from the 
PMAs. I think that it’s logical to assume that the 
large private utilities would not buy the PMAs if 
they did not think they could make money by doing 
so. If that is the case, it does not seem to make 
sense for the government to sell off a valuable asset 
at the expense of a large group of consumers. Also, 
based on the way things usually seem to work. 

tax breaks will probably come into play, whereby 
the government in the end subsidizes the sale of 
its own assets. 

The cooperatives, as a group, are opposed to 
the sale of die PMAs because we do not think it’s 
in your best interests for them to be sold. We will be 
talking to the elected senators and representatives 
from our state and areas, but it would probably 
be more effective if some of you would take a few 
minutes to write to your congressmen to express 
your opposition to the sale. Anything you can do 
will be greatly appreciated by those of us who have 
the responsibility to provide you with reliable elec¬ 
tric service at the most economical costs possible. 

WINTER BILLS 
As I discussed last month and on other 

occasions, whenever we have an extended cold 
period we always have a number of calls from 
members who just cannot believe that the meter 
is accurate and they want it checked. The num¬ 
ber of calls seems to increase whenever we have a 
cold period followed by a really warm period, as 
we are experiencing now during the week of 
February 20. The members are reading their 
meters when the temperatures are in the 60s and 
they have forgotten the cold and overcast weather 
we had during the first two weeks of February. 
During the first two weeks of the month, power 
flows out of the Lake of Egypt plant were 16 per¬ 
cent above budget for the period, so temperatures 
were down and heating systems were running. 
When temperatures get down in the teens and 
there is a little wind with very little sunshine, 
heating systems will operate a great more than we 
realize. 

Our sales during January were over budget, 
and even I was surprised by that because we did 
not have any real extremely cold temperatures and 
we did have some relatively mild days. Sunshine, 
however, has a lot to do with it and we had little 
sun in January. I heard on the weather news in 
late January that St. Louis only had sunshine 
during 27 percent of the available daylight hours 
up to that point in the month and that has a big 
impact on the heating of your home. 

If you don’t think the sun heats your house in 
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winter, just put your face up against your attic 
vents on the day the sun is shining. I have a black 
roof on my house and when I put up our Christmas 
lights on a sunny day in December, I can really 
feel the heat pouring out of the attic because of the 
heating effect of the sun on the black roof. The sun 
shining on the roof and the walls and through the 
windows will make a big difference in heat gain 
and loss, so the dreary weather we seem to have 
during some winter months will increase your 
heating bills even if the temperatures are not that 
low. 

We have been getting a number of calls this 
month from members who believe that the meter 
cannot be right and some of them are upset with 
the amount of energy they used. I do want to stress 
again that the cooperative and the billing depart¬ 
ment have no control over how much it takes to 
heat a home. A home’s energy usage is directly 
related to its size, design, quality of construction 
and insulation and the lifestyle of the occupants. 
The meter measuring the flow of electricity has 
nothing to do with any of these. We are simply the 
people who make the energy available for your use, 
and the manner in which you use it and in what 
quantity is strictly up to you. 

If your home is not as energy efficient as you 
think it should be, you should determine why it 
is not efficient and take steps to improve the 
efficiency. As I said last month, if you bought a car 
that made less gas mileage than you thought it 
should, you would take it up with the dealer that 
sold you the car and not the service station that 
sold you the gasoline. I think the same principle 
applies to your home. We only provide the energy 
that makes your home run and have no control 
over the design of the home or how it uses energy. 

Having said that again, I also want to stress 
again that we are willing to do whatever we can to 
help you make your home more energy efficient. 
We will do an energy audit for you and we will do a 
blower door test for you to determine how often 
the air is changed out in your home and where the 
air infiltration is coming from. 

We provide this assistance at no cost to you; 
all you have to do is call Bryce Cramer at 684- 
2143 to set up an appointment. Some defects in a 
home can be corrected with little cost or effort and 
will have a significant impact on air infiltration. 
Others are not so easy to correct. 

We helped sponsor a home builder’s workshop 
a couple of weeks ago for people who were con¬ 
sidering building a new home. The purpose was to 
give them tips on buying a lot, selecting a builder, 
designing the home and being energy efficient. The 
cost of utilities probably doesn't play as big a part 
in the overall decision process as it should, and 
that is too bad because it is a cost that will be there 
for every month that you live in that home. A lot of 
glass can be attractive and large open areas with 
vaulted ceilings are nice, but both items do not 
lend themselves to an energy-efficient home. 

Also, when people are building their dream 
home, that in many cases is much larger than their 
present home, they seem to lose sight of the 
fact that heating and cooling costs are directly 
related to the total volume of air that has to 
be heated or cooled. Assuming that construction 
standards and equipment are equal, you simply 
cannot move from an existing home to one that is 
twice as large and expect the utility bills to be the 
same. It’s like switching from a minivan to a mo¬ 
tor home and in either case energy costs are going 
to be higher. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neighbors 
to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday) call the office number nearest you: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 684-2143. 

After office hours: Steeleville area — Call 1-800- 
606-1505 

Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 

calls after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers your map, 
section and house (or locat.) number as found on your 
billing statement. 
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Do you know these people? 
General retirements of capital credits have been in the coming months in order to locate these 

issued for the years 1953 to 1972. The following members. 
people had service with Egyptian Electric during If you have information pertaining to these 
those years and have left our service lines. We have people or their heirs, have them contact Diane at 
no current address for them. Lists will be printed 618-965-3434. 

Aaron, Melba M. Glodo, Charles Moldestad, Louis Seibert, Lena A. 
Applegate, Roy E. Glodo, Lora Moore, Larry E. Sever, Ward 
Bathon, Betty J. Grammer, Don C. Morrill, Paul H. Sherman, John J. 
Bostain, Margia Grammer, Warren G. Moureau, Robert D. Shields, Charles 
Brouillette, Lyle R. Hanft, Clara Noleen, Rudolph H. Sims, Laura J. 
Buretta, Thomas Hardwig, Sylvester Norris, Leonard Slovinski, Frank 
Component Buildings Hartman, Richard P. Palmer, Frank E. Spears, Charles 
Connell, Alex Hayton, Walter Parrot, Don Stear, Walter L. 
Cooper, James M. Helmer Brothers Partridge, Orville F. Stellhom, Roger 
Cowell, Chester Hessick, Martha Phemister, Floyd Stokes, William 
Cox, Diana S. Hicks, Daniel Queen, Meril G. Struck, Howard J. 
Craig, Wanda Hill, James E. Rains, Thomas J. Taylor, Charles Ray 
Davie, Wallace Hudgens, Virgil Reiman, Geraldine Thomas, William A. 
Dean, Clarence V. Huntley, Robert Rich, James L. Troutman, C. Reid 
Diefenbach, Clifford Isselhardt, Edna Richwood Farms Tudor, Stephen M. 
Dismuke, Paul W. Jackson, Loren K. Riely, Tom Voorhees, Frank C., Jr. 
East, John Jeralds, Beulah Rodd, William E. Waddell, Veda M. 
Ellis, Edward Kloepper, Wilbert Rodewald, Chris Walker. J.D. 
Fauss, Fred L. Kohlhaas, Ben Rodgers, Maxine Walker, Rodney 
Favier, Clarence Lankford, Oliver Rouhandeh, Hasson Watson, James E. 
Ferry, Nelson A. Lawrence, Joseph Royalton Gun Club Williams, Ethel 
Gass, Paul C. Lawrence, P.J. Russo, Joseph M. Yates, Bill E. 
Gerlach, Ervin A. 
Givens, Christin 
Glasford, James 
Glenn, Melba 

Maushaudt, Earl 
McCarter, Guy E. 
McCormack, Tom 
McMurray, Gary W. 

Saddler, Richard 
Schloemann, Roger 
Schott, William 
Schumaier, Ida 

Yates, Harold L. 

If you contact Diane about a deceased mem- cess these refunds. Providing this information 
ber who received electric service from our when you call will expedite processing the refund. 
Cooperative after 1972, additional capital credits Thank you for your continued cooperation in 
may be available for refund as a capital credit finding these members, 
estate refund. The date of death is needed to pro- 
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ENERGY SAVERS 

Appliance labeling 
About 20 percent of all the energy 

used in our homes goes into 
running electrical appliances, so 
appliance use and selection can 

make a considerable difference in 
home utility costs. Buying an 

energy-efficient appliance may cost 
a bit more initially, but that 

expense is more than made up by 
reduced operating costs over the 

lifetime of the appliance. 

Energy efficiency can vary 
considerably among appliances 
of similar size and features, 
though individual models may 
seem alike. To help consumers 
evaluate energy use by an 
appliance, the federal govern¬ 
ment has developed a labeling 
program that covers the fol¬ 
lowing appliances: 
• Furnaces 
• Clothes washers 
• Water heaters 
• Dishwashers 
• Refrigerators and freezers 
• Room air conditioners 
• Central air conditioners and 

heat pumps 
• Fluorescent lamp ballasts 

Two agencies are involved in 
the appliance labeling program. 
The U.S. Department of Energy 
tests the energy efficiency of the 
above appliances. The Federal 
Trade Commission develops the 
energy labels that go on these 
appliances and monitors their 
use by manufacturers. 

Appliance labels measure 
energy use in one of two ways. 

The first — and most common 
— is in dollars. The dollar figures 
on an energy label represent 
the estimated annual cost of 
operating that specific appliance. 
The lower the dollar amount of 

the label, the more efficient the 
product. 

The second method is with an 
energy efficiency rating (EER). 
The EER measures the effi¬ 
ciency of one product in relation 
to other similar products. With 
EERs, the higher the rating, the 
more efficient the product. 

Each label, whether it is in 
dollars or EERs, contains in¬ 
formation about that appliance’s 
energy use, as well as the least 
efficient and most efficient 

products in that category. This 
allows you to compare the 
energy efficiency of one specific 
appliance with other similar 
ones. 

For example, a refrigerator 
with $68 on the label would cost 
$32 per year less to operate than 
a refrigerator of similar size and 
capacity that had $100 on the 
label. The following information 
can help you compare products 
with EER labels. 

• The EERs for furnaces cur¬ 
rently range from 78 to 95. A 
unit rated 78 would use 18 per¬ 
cent more fuel than a unit rated 
95. 

• The EERs for central air 
conditioners currently range 
from 10 to 15. A unit rated 10 
would use 50 percent more 
energy than a similar unit rated 
15. 

• The EERs for heat pumps 
currently range from 6.8 to 8.9. 
A unit rated 6.8 would use 24 
percent more energy for heating 
than a similar unit rated 8.9. 

For an energy label in dollars, 
the lower the number the less it 
will cost you to operate. For an 
energy label in energy efficiency 
ratings, the higher the number, 
the less it will cost you to 
operate. 
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The Egyptian Messenger, published by the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association, 
with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

METER READING DATES 
As I have mentioned on a number of occasions, 

over 8,000 of our members read their own meters 
and the balance are read by our employees. The 
bulk of the meters that are read by the cooperative 
are in the high-density areas around Carbondale 
and they are also the meters where we have our 
highest rate of turnover and where we collect a 
city utility tax. 

Since the self-billed accounts are due by the 
last day of the month, we suggest that the meters 
be read between the 20th and the due date. Except 
for those that pay late, most meters are read within 
that time period. Those meters that are read by 
the cooperative are generally read between the 10th 
and the 15th of the month, but that can vary from 
month to month. If bad weather delays the reading 
of meters and a weekend then intervenes, the 
reading period might be extended considerably. 
Also, we utilize our four service linemen to read 
meters and if they get called away from reading 
meters to handle outages or work that cannot be 
put off, the reading schedule will be stretched out 
somewhat. It may, in fact, get as late as the 19th 
or 20th before we get all the meters read if every¬ 
thing goes wrong that can go wrong during a meter- 
reading period. 

What does this mean to you if your meter 
is one that we read? Well, for openers, it means 
that the number of days in the billing period 
will vary from month to month and will cause some 
fluctuations in the amount of your bill. If we hap¬ 
pen to read your meter on the 12th in one month 
and the 18th the next month, the extra six days 
can make a noticeable difference if the days 
are either very hot or cold. However, if on the next 
billing cycle we again read on the 12th, the billing 

period will be six days shorter than normal and 
you gain it back. Thus, without knowing what day 
we actually read the meter, it is not too accurate 
to compare one month to another and that brings 
me to the subject of the meter reading date on the 
billing slip. 

The date that is shown on your billing slip is a 
date we pick for what we determine to be about 
the middle of the meter-reading period. Some of 
you will actually have your meters read on that 
day, but the majority of the meters will not be read 
that day. Some will be read earlier and some will 
be read later. We still utilize meter books whereby 
we write down the readings, but are converting to 
hand-held electronic devices where the readings 
are punched in and the data is then electronically 
downloaded into the mainframe computer for the 
purpose of computing the bills. The hand-held 
devices will record the date the meter was read 
and it may be possible down the road to imprint 
each bill with the date that the meter was actually 
read. In the meantime, rest assured that if our 
reading does not agree with a reading that you may 
have taken on the date shown on the bill, we are 
not somehow cheating you. Chances are that we 
did not read your meter on the date shown. Bear 
in mind, also, that we do not reset the meter when 
we read it and it carries a running total of your 
usage. Thus, if one billing period is longer than 
normal, in the next month or two there will be a 
shorter one to make up for it. While billing periods 
may vary in length, you never pay for more than 
you used during that period. 

BUDGET BILLING 
If variations in your bill due to changes in the 

length of the billing period or variations due to hot 
or cold weather are a problem for you, I would 
again like to suggest budget billing for your con¬ 
sideration. May is the reconciliation month for 
budget billing, so now is the best time to start bud¬ 
get billing because it will result in the lowest aver¬ 
age bill for the whole budget billing year. It is lowest 
if you start in May because if you start later, there 
are fewer months left over which to average the 
higher usage months. We use budget billing for our 
home and I like it because I know what the utility 

From the 
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bill is going to be each month, no matter what the 
temperatures are outside. 

If you are interested in budget billing, call one 
of our offices and we will compute for you what 
the budget amount will be each month. We will 
look at your past usage and compute a budget 
billing amount that will result in the lowest pos¬ 
sible balance when the year is reconciled the fol¬ 
lowing May. If you want the maximum benefit from 
budget billing, the time to act is now. Budget billing 
will not be of much help if you want to go on it in 
the middle of January when the bill may be the 
highest and there are only a few months left in the 
budget billing year. 

RIGHT-OF-WAY MAINTENANCE 
This is the time of year that we start hitting 

the right-of-way maintenance pretty hard and this 
year will be no exception. We plan to operate a 
hydro-ax mowing machine for a few months and 
will do some ground spraying again this summer. 
These activities are in addition to the trimming that 
we do on a year-around basis. As I have stated 
previously, we understand that not everyone agrees 
with our right-of-way maintenance practices, but 

we must have an on-going program in order to 
provide you with reliable service. We utilize those 
programs that we believe will accomplish that goal 
in the most cost effective manner. Where chemi¬ 
cals are used, they are only those that have been 
approved for that purpose. It is our practice to try 
and contact everyone on whose property we do any 
kind of right-of-way maintenance so that every¬ 
one knows in advance what we plan to do. Since 
property lines are not always clearly defined, we 
may on occasion work on someone’s property 
whom we have not contacted, but that is strictly 
by error and is not intentional. We want to work 
with all property owners and ask for your coop¬ 
eration when we have occasion to work on your 
property. Maintaining right-of-ways is a necessary 
part of providing electric service and we know from 
experience that you do not appreciate the results 
when we do not adequately maintain them 
properly. Our daily lives are increasingly depen¬ 
dent on electric service available and having a large 
number of tree related outages is just not ac¬ 
ceptable to most of our members, so we are trying 
to do our best to eliminate those types of problems, 
but we do need your cooperation. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association 

10169 Old Highway 13 
Murphysboro, IL 62966 

684-2143 

Carbondale 
Bank off Carbondale 

216 E. Main 

First Bank 
1500 W. Main 

First National Bank & Trust 
509 S. University 

Murphysboro 
Magna Bank 
1301 Walnut 

How to estimate capital credits 
Total margins of $1,641,327.50 for 1994 have 

been allocated on the books of Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative. You may estimate the amount allo¬ 
cated to your capital account as follows: 

Step 1. Add up the total amount paid for energy 
charges only. Do not include taxes or late payment 
charges. 

Step 2. Multiply total kwh used in 1994 

by .04561539. 
Step 3. Subtract Step 2 from Step 1. 
Step 4. Multiply Step 3 amount by .31578172. 
The amount computed in Step 4 represents the 

total amount of capital credits allocated to your 
account. To determine the amount of operating 
margins allocated due to Egyptian Electric’s 
operations, multiply the amount in Step 4 by .5493. 
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Outages can frustrate computer users 
If you own a personal com¬ 

puter, you have probably experi¬ 
enced the frustration of having 
your power supply suddenly 

flicker or go off completely with 
a resulting loss of data. 

Rapid changes in the 
amount of electricity 
going into your computer 

can result in damaged cir¬ 
cuitry, loss of important data and 

plenty of aggravation. 
What can you do to protect your computer 

equipment from power fluctuations and outages? 
There is equipment available for home (or office) 

use that is designed to eliminate or filter out surges 
of electricity or provide a backup supply of power 
should your power go off. 

Protector or suppressor devices provide pro¬ 
tection from brief but intense voltage increases 
(often called spikes or surges). It’s this type of 
equipment that may save your computer’s life 
should a lightning bolt hit nearby and enter your 
home’s wiring system. 

According to a computer sales, service and 
applications company, a surge protector’s 
“response time” to incoming power surges is a criti¬ 
cal factor to consider when choosing a unit. The 
faster the response time, the better the unit is at 
preventing the power surge from entering you com¬ 
puter and causing damage. Also consider the 
amount of power the unit can dissipate when a 
surge occurs. Cheaper units that can’t handle 
higher surge levels may not provide the protection 
you need. Some quality units can handle as much 

as 2,000 amps for one millisecond. Surge protec¬ 
tors can vary in price from $40 to more than $120. 

But it’s the loss of data, not equipment damage, 
that most often causes concern among computer 
operators. 

If you can’t shut down your home computer 
during periods when power interruptions are 
likely (such as during intense lightning storms), 
then an uninterruptible power supply (UPS) 
system may be for you. A UPS system operates 
with a battery backup that supplies instant 
power to your computer should the out¬ 
side voltage suddenly drop. Because the back¬ 
up system takes over quickly, your computer 
doesn’t notice. The batteries normally supply 
enough power to continue operating 15 to 20 
minutes, but each system’s reserve time will 
vary. Battery backup systems can cost $400 to 
$2,000. 

If the expense of a battery backup system is 
too much for your budget, consider copying your 
data frequently. Then, if the power does go off you 
lose only the portion of your data that has not been 
copied. If the data you’re putting into your home 
computer is extremely important, make copies of 
it on a separate disk and place it in a proper stor¬ 
age facility. 

If you’re thinking about purchasing a surge 
protector or battery backup system for your home 
computer, make sure the equipment you choose 
meets the precise needs of your computer. 

If power surges and outages concern you, surge 
protectors and battery backup systems may be just 
the thing your computer needs for important 
protection. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neighbors 
to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday) call the office number nearest you: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 684-2143. 

After office hours: Steeleville area — Call 1-800- 
606-1505 

Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 

calls after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers your map, 
section and house (or locat.) number as found on your 
billing statement. 
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Building or buying a home 
Energy-wasting mistakes can be avoided if you 

consider climate, local building codes, and energy- 
efficient construction when you build or buy a 

home. Does the home take advantage of the sun’s 
natural light and warmth? Has it been designed 
not to overheat? Does it include energy-efficient 
windows, furnace, heat pumps, and appliances? 
The following energy conservation ideas should 

help you keep down home utility bills. 

When building a home 
•Insulate walls and roof to the 

highest specifications recom¬ 
mended for your area. 

•Insulate floors, too. espe¬ 
cially those over crawl spaces, 
cold basements, and garages. 

•If the base of the house is ex¬ 
posed, as in the case of a mobile 
home, build a “skirt” around it. 

•Ventilate the attic using vent 
panels under the eaves and gable 
end or ridge vents rather than 
motor-driven fans. 

•Use double-pane insulating 
glass throughout the house. 
Consider windows with low- 
emissivity (low-E) coatings and 
gas fills when retrofit or replace¬ 
ment is necessary. They also 
improve comfort, cut condensa¬ 
tion, and reduce the fading ef¬ 
fect of ultraviolet light on home 
furnishings. Installing a low-E 
coated double glass unit with gas 
fill, instead of standard double 
glazing, will improve the insulat¬ 
ing value of the glass area by 40 
to 50 percent. A low-E coating is 
a virtually invisible metal or me¬ 
tallic oxide layer on the glass that 
reflects heat back into the home 
during cold weather and back to 
the outdoors during warm 
weather. 

•Window frames and their 

quality of construction and in¬ 
stallation are as important as the 
glass unit when making a pur¬ 
chasing decision. Wood and vi¬ 
nyl frames offer the best insu¬ 
lating value today. 

•Consider solar heat gain 
from the windows. Many glazings 
are available today to control the 
amount of incoming solar radia¬ 
tion. Depending on your climate 
location and the window orien¬ 
tation, you can choose a window 
that best suits the space with¬ 
out limiting the amount of win¬ 
dow area significantly. 

•Install windows you can 
open so you can use natural or 
fan-forced ventilation in moder¬ 
ate weather. 

•Place your refrigerator in the 
coolest part of the kitchen, well 
away from the range and oven. 

•install the water heater as 
close as possible to areas of ma¬ 
jor use to minimize heat loss 
through the pipes; insulate the 
pipes. 

•If you live in a warm climate, 
remember that light-colored 
roofing and building materials 
can help keep houses cooler. 

When buying a home 
•Consider all the ideas men¬ 

tioned for building a house. 

•Ask for a description of the 
insulation and data on the effi¬ 
ciency of space heating, £iir-con¬ 
ditioning, and water heating 
plants, or have an independent 
engineer advise you about the 
efficiency of the equipment. Ask 
to see the utility bills from the 
previous year, but remember to 
adjust them for current utility 
rates. You may want to compare 
the bills of houses under consid¬ 
eration. 

•Consider the need for addi¬ 
tional insulation or replacement 
of equipment. Even some new 
houses don’t have insulation in 
the exterior walls; be sure to 
check. If improvements are nec¬ 
essary, you may want to seek an 
adjustment in the purchase 
price to cover all, or a reasonable 
share, of the costs. 

Many Illinois electric coopera¬ 
tives offer home energy audits. 
A number of the cooperatives 
also participate in the “Certified 
Comfort Home” program. 

Consider having a qualified 
energy evaluation of your home’s 
construction and condition for 
an indication of likely utility bills 
and for recommended cost-effec¬ 
tive energy improvements. 
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CIRCUIT BREAKERS 
If you happen to experience an individual out¬ 

age or be the first person to call in on a line out¬ 
age, the person answering the phone may ask you 
if you have checked your breakers to make sure 
the problem is not on your side of the meter. If the 
outage occurs outside of normal business hours, 
the person answering the phone should also tell 
you that if the problem is on your side of the meter 
and we send a serviceman out to your service lo¬ 
cation, you will be billed for the service call. The 
reason we bill for a service call after hours for a 
problem on the member’s side of the meter is that 
we have to pay for an overtime call for a problem 
that is associated with the member’s equipment 
and is the member’s responsibility to repair. 

The problem we run into most of the time is 
that the member does not fully understand what 
the function of a breaker is and thus has diffi¬ 
culty understanding how the problem could be on 
his side of the meter. He also does not know where 
to start looking for the problem. The purpose of a 
breaker is to protect the circuit against a short 
circuit or overloading of the circuit and if either 
condition occurs, the breaker will trip to interrupt 
the flow of current. 

On an electrical power system, we have break¬ 
ers that operate at 7,200 volts that protect the 
primary voltage circuits that bring the power to 
your service location. The power is then trans¬ 
formed down to 120 volts for service to your home 
and breakers on the secondary voltage circuits 
protect the 120-volt circuits in your home. The 
120-volt breakers are always on the member’s side 
of the meter and are the member’s responsibility 
to maintain and replace, if necessary. For discus¬ 
sion purposes, the side of the breaker where wires 
come in from the source of the electrical current 

is called the source side and the side where the 
wires come out to go to your individual outlets and 
appliances is called the load side. Since the pur¬ 
pose of a breaker is to interrupt the electrical cur¬ 
rent when a short circuit or an overload condition 
occurs, it follows that when a breaker trips, the 
overload condition or short circuit is on the load 
side of the breaker. Thus, if a breaker in your main 
panel trips, it means that the problem is inside 
your home. If you have a meter loop on a pole in 
your yard and a breaker below the meter trips, 
the problem is somewhere on your system. The 
number one thing to remember is that if your 
breaker in the house or on the yard pole trips, the 
problem is on the load side of the breaker and it is 
on your side of the meter. Thus, it is not a prob¬ 
lem we can fix for you. 

Having said that the problem is always on the 
load side of the breaker that tripped, I do have to 
mention that there is one exception to that rule 
and that is if the breaker itself is bad. If a breaker 
should become defective and fails to hold load 
current, it will have to be replaced. Since it is your 
breaker, it is still your responsibility to replace it, 
but we may have to interrupt the power in order 
for you to do so. If a main panel breaker or a 
breaker under a meter goes bad, we will need to 
pull the meter for you so that it can be replaced. 

As I said earlier, breakers are protective de¬ 
vices and are intended to protect you and your 
home. Without protective breakers, short circuits 
or overloaded circuits could cause fires, so break¬ 
ers that trip should not be bypassed by any means. 
People have been known to wire ahead of a breaker 
because it would not carry the load or they simply 
did not know what they were doing and that is a 
very dangerous practice. Not only does such a 
practice run the risk of fires, but someone may 
trip a circuit breaker thinking he has killed the 
power and then proceed to work on a circuit that 
is live because someone else wired the circuit 
ahead of the breaker. 

What I have said about breakers also applies 
to fuses. Fuses perform the same function as 
breakers and the same rules apply. A fuse that 
blows on a regular basis is telling you something, 
so do not simply put in larger fuses or slug the 

(Continued on page 12b) 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
fuse with some metal object. A fuse that blows is 
telling you that either the circuit is overloaded or 
there has been a short circuit and neither condi¬ 
tion should be ignored. 

A type of breaker that is relatively new is now 
required on all bathroom outlets and outdoor out¬ 
lets and is called a ground fault interrupter. It has 
the ability to sense very small current imbalances 
and will trip immediately if any occur. Thus, if you 
drop the hair dryer in the bathroom sink or have 
the bad habit of putting electrical appliances within 
reach of the bathtub, they are designed to trip im¬ 
mediately and hopefully protect you from any dan¬ 
gerous shocks. I find that they can be a little bit of 
a nuisance at Christmas time because the least 
little amount of rain will trip the breaker on my 
outdoor lights, but that tells me it is doing its job 
and will protect me when I am working on the 
lights. 

Modern wiring equipment and codes will pro¬ 
tect you and your home if you buy good equip¬ 
ment and have it installed properly. Installation is 
really the key and wiring should be done by some¬ 
one who is familiar with the electrical safety code 
and knows how to install wiring properly. 

If you are having a problem with either the main 
breaker in the panel tripping or the breaker below 
the meter tripping, you might try isolating the prob¬ 
lem by tripping off all the breakers that are on the 
individual circuits in your home. If everything al¬ 
ways goes as it should, the individual circuit break¬ 
ers should isolate a circuit with a problem, but there 
are times when a problem may trip a main breaker 
rather than an individual circuit breaker and drop¬ 
ping all the circuits will help isolate the problem. If 

you have a home and several outbuildings all served 
off the same meter loop on a pole in your yard, you 
might try tripping the main breakers in all the pan¬ 
els in all the buildings. If the breaker at the pole 
then holds, you can then find which building the 
problem is in by putting each building back on line. 
If the breaker at the pole does not hold when the 
power to all buildings is disconnected, you either 
have a problem with the wires running to the build¬ 
ings or have a bad breaker below the meter. If you 
have underground wires and have isolated the prob¬ 
lem to either the breaker below the meter or the wires 
going to the buildings, the underground wires should 
be a prime suspect. 

The process I have described trying to find 
problems on your side of the meter is the same 
process we go through on our primary voltage sys¬ 
tem. We have numerous breakers on each circuit 
out of each substation and when a short circuit 
occurs and everything goes right, the outage is lim¬ 
ited to a relatively small area. However, when the 
fault current goes through one breaker and trips a 
breaker further up the line, it really enlarges the 
area we have to search and extends the time of the 
outage. We design our short circuit protection sys¬ 
tem such as to limit outages to the fewest people 
possible, but short circuit currents may exceed 
expectations or equipment may malfunction and 
the best laid plans go astray. Sometimes the prob¬ 
lem is very hard to detect and we have to go through 
the isolating process you would go through to find 
a problem in your home. The only difference being 
that you are dealing with hundreds of feet of wir¬ 
ing and we are dealing with miles and we are at 
times trying to go through this process under the 
worst of conditions. 

Home Building Seminar 
Wednesday, June 14 — 7 p.m. 
Ramada Inn, Fairview Heights 
Illinois Rt. 159 and 1-64 

Thursday, June 15 — 7 p.m. 
Holiday Inn, Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

1-55 and Williams St. 

Free admission 
To reserve a seat, please call 1-800-274-4349. 

Doug Rye will conduct the seminar entitled 
“If You Build a House With High Energy Costs — 

It’s Your Own Cotton-Pickin Fault.” 
It is designed for building contractors, 

architects, engineers, and other building 
trade allies, as well as, 

individuals planning to build homes. 

V 
12b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/June 1995 



Those powerful power lines 
Power lines cany electricity, a commodity that 

powers our appliances and tools, heats and cools 
our homes, provides convenience and lights our 
way. But electricity can burn, injure and even kill 
unless you respect it and exercise safety and ex¬ 
treme caution. 

Similar to lightning, the flow of electric cur¬ 
rent is constantly seeking a path to the ground. 
Should you c^use an object or part of your body to 
come in contact with a power line, you are imme¬ 
diately providing the path that the electric current 
is seeking. 

Take care not to become the fatal link between 
electricity and the ground it seeks. 

Metal ladders are excellent conductors of elec¬ 
tricity. Use extreme caution when using them 
around power wires, service drops and equipment. 

Antennas are cumbersome and hard to con¬ 
trol. They can easily fall or be blown against nearby 
power lines. Before installing or repairing a radio 
or TV antenna, call EECA for advice. 

Many types of farm equipment are of such 
height and length that they can easily come into 
contact with overhead power lines. Always be aware 
of potential hazards. 

• Grain augers can be an excellent conduc¬ 
tor. Maybe the most dangerous piece of 
equipment, when raised in a fully expanded 
position, grain augers can contact power 
lines, causing you to become a fatal acci¬ 
dent statistic. 

• Kites and model airplanes flown near power 
lines invite accidents. Always keep them 
clear of power lines. Instruct children never 
to climb in trees that have power lines run¬ 
ning through their branches. 

• Consider any overhead power lines danger¬ 
ous. Keep objects at least 10 feet away from 
power lines. 

• In areas where farm equipment will be op¬ 
erating, inspect for possible interference with 
overhead lines. 

Don’t attempt to raise or move electric lines. 
Call your nearest cooperative office Steeleville 965- 
3434 or Murphysboro 684-2143 and we will make 
arrangements to do that kind of work. 

• Report any potential power line hazard to 
EECA. 

• If power lines are buried, contact us for a 
location before digging. 

Cut noise and pollution 
Few things can shorten your afternoon nap dur¬ 
ing a summer weekend as quickly as your 
neighbor's gas lawn mower roaring to life. Besides 
the noise, think about how these gas mowers are 
polluting the air. 

You'd have to drive a car for almost two straight 
days to get the same amount of air pollution than 
a gas-powered lawn mower makes in just one hour. 
Each year, all the gas mowers in the country make 
as much pollution as 3.5 million automobiles do, 
according to the Edison electric Institute and the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, 
two national electric utility trade associations. The 
cordless electric lawn mowers now being intro¬ 
duced offer you a quieter healthier alternative to 
cutting your lawn. The cordless electric mower 
makes only half the noise of a gas mower. And, 
overall, the electric mowers help keep our air 
cleaner than gas mowers do even when you factor 
in the power-plant emissions that arise when we 

produce the electricity to charge the electric mow¬ 
ers. 

The familiar electric lawn mowers have always 
been a great alternative to gas mowers for small 
yards. No starter ropes to pull, no gasoline fill-ups, 
oil changes or expensive maintenance needs. But 
these electric mowers need a long, awkward cord. 
The cordless electric mowers use battery power. 
You get up to 75 minutes of cutting time on a full 
charge. That's enough to cut a one-quarter-acre 
lawn, or roughly 10,000 square feet. Completely 
recharging the mower takes about 20 hours. Al¬ 
though you can get a 75 percent charge within 3 
hours. 

You can plug the charging unit in when you're 
finished cutting the grass, and you'll be ready to 
go next weekend. What does it cost to charge your 
mower? The annual cost is about $3. That's less 
than what it costs you every year to use your 
toaster. 

Mark your calendars!!! 
Annual Meeting, Thursday, August 3 
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Nominating Committee appointed 
To: Members of Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association 

Pursuant to the By-Laws of the Cooperative and 
in compliance with the United States Department 
of Agriculture Rural Electrification Administration 
Revised Bulletin 20-19, notice is hereby given to 
the members of the Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association that the Cooperative will hold its 57th 
annual meeting of its members on Thursday 
evening August 3, 1995, at 7:30 p.m., in the 
Steeleville American Legion meeting room located 
on the west side of town and a block south of Broad¬ 
way. 

Notice is further given that the terms of office 
of directors W. Dean Bame, Ava; Kevin Liefer, Red 
Bud: and Edward C. Timpner, Pinckneyville, will 
expire at said annual meeting. 

Notice is further given that the board of direc¬ 
tors of the Cooperative have appointed the follow¬ 
ing named persons as a nominating committee: 

Chester L. Brown 
Maiy Nell Chew 
John C. Edgar 
Stuart Langrehr 
Cyril Miller 
Melvin Paul 
Robert Priebe 
Mike Robison 
William T. Schrader 

Rockwood 
Carbondale 
Ava 
Evansville 
Pinckneyville 
Marissa 
Campbell Hill 
Hurst 
Pinckneyville 

Notice is further given that the above nomi¬ 
nating committee will meet at the Steeleville office 

of the Cooperative, located at the west edge of 
Steeleville, Illinois, on Monday, June 5, 1995, at 8 
p.m., for the purpose of nominating candidates for 
election to the board of directors, and that all mem¬ 
bers interested may attend said meeting and par¬ 
ticipate. 

The by-laws also provide that the nominating 
committee, upon making their nominations, shall 
prepare and post at the office of the Cooperative, 
at least 30 days before the annual meeting, a list 
of nominations for directors. 

The by-laws further provide that any 15 or more 
members may make other nominations in writing 
over their signature not less than 25 days prior to 
the meeting. Additional nominations may be made 
from members at the meeting. 

The by-laws provide that each active member 
shall be entitled to one vote upon each matter sub¬ 
mitted to a vote at the meeting of the members 
and that proxy voting is prohibited. 

A member having questions regarding the 
above proceedings may contact any officer or mem¬ 
ber of the board of directors for clarification or fur¬ 
ther information. 

Copies of the by-laws of the Cooperative are 
available and can be obtained at the Cooperative 
offices located at Steeleville and Murphysboro, or 
mailed to you upon your request. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ray Mulholland 
Secretary 

Office dosing 
Our offices will be closed on 

Tuesday, July 4, ^ 
Sr in observance of 

Independence Day. 

A r 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “on" position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neighbors 
to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday) call the office number nearest you: Steeleville 

^J)65-3434 or Murphysboro 684-2143. 

What to do if the power goes off 
After office hours: Steeleville area — Call 1 -800- 

606-1505 
Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 

calls after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers your map, 
section and house (or locat.) number as found on your 
billing statement. 
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Egyptian ^ 
 M«ss«ngcrl_: 

The Egyptian Messenger, published by the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association, 
with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

MAY STORM 
Thursday, May 18, turned out to be another 

interesting day in the power supply business. We 
did not lose the total system when the storm hit, 
but we did lose the transmission system that pro¬ 
vided power to over 2,500 members in the north¬ 
ern part of the system and we also had scattered 
outages in the southern half of the system. Since 
a large number of members were out of service at 
one time, I am going to again explain how we 
handle situations such as this and some of the 
problems we encounter. 

The area that was affected on May 18 is sup¬ 
plied with power over a 69,000-volt transmission 
system that is fed out of Southern Illinois Power 
Co-operative’s Campbell Hill switching station and 
the transmission system is also interconnected 
with Illinois Power Company near their Baldwin 
generating station. Thus, we have a two way trans¬ 
mission feed to the five substations serving the 
northern part of the system, which provides for a 
high degree of reliability. However, when the storm 
hit, the high-voltage breakers at each end of the 
transmission feed sensed a short circuit and when 
the fault did not clear, the breakers opened to 
drop the system off line. At that point, we were 
faced with five substations out of service and a 
problem on the transmission line that could be 
anywhere on the 56 miles of transmission line 
that feeds those five stations. 

The only way to isolate a problem in that many 
miles of line is break the system down into pieces 
and narrow down the area where the problem 
could be and that is what we immediately pro¬ 
ceeded to do. We opened the line at the Bremen 
substation and found that we could pick up the 
section between Bremen and Campbell Hill. We 
then moved up to the Evansville tap and opened 
there and found that we could energize the line 

back to Bremen. At that point we attempted to 
pick up the rest of system off the Baldwin tie and 
it also picked up, so we were back in business. 
Whatever was on the line cleared itself and we 
can not positively say for sure what caused the 
line to trip out in the first place. We do, however, 
strongly suspect that a building that blew away 
went through the transmission line and some of 
the metal sheeting stayed up in the line and 
caused the breakers to trip. Based on where the 
building was originally and where pieces ended 
up below the line, the odds are pretty good that it 
caused our problem. It took about 45 minutes to 
pick up the last substations, but members served 
out of Bremen would have been on earlier. 

What was going on in the office during those 
45 minutes? Well, we were answering four phone 
lines continuously for 45 minutes. After the trans¬ 
mission system came back on, the volume of calls 
dropped tremendously, but we now had the prob¬ 
lem of trying to figure out who still did not have 
power after the transmission system came back 
on. We were able to get a handle on that pretty 
quick, but we did get a number of calls during 
the day that caused us some confusion and wasted 
some of our linemen’s time. Apparently, some 
members must have left home after the power 
went off and later called us from another location 
and said their power was off. Since the calls were 
received after the transmission system was back 
in service, we assumed they were still out of power 
and sent someone to check it out. In several cases 
we found that the member did indeed have power 
and we spent time that could have been used to 
restore service to members who were still out of 
service. Whenever a storm hits and we have wide¬ 
spread outages, we ask you to do this if you are 
calling in quite some time after the power has gone 
off: Let us know that you are calling from a loca¬ 
tion other than your own and that you have not 
been back to your location for an hour or two. 

Since we have no way of knowing if everyone 
picked up after a transmission line outage, it is a 
good idea to call in again if you have reason to 
believe that we did experience a transmission 
outage and other members are back in service. If 
a distribution line of any size is still out after the 

(Continued on page 12b) 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
transmission line is back in service, chances are 
someone will call in later and we will know that 
the line is out. In the case of individual outages, 
we would not know you are out of service unless 
you call in. So, in case of a big outage and you see 
your neighbors have their power back on but you 
are still in the dark, give us a call. 

How badly did we fare overall? Not as bad as I 
initially feared. The storm was really blowing in 
Steeleville and we were getting all kinds of calls 
reporting trees and power lines down, so I assumed 
that we had big trouble and we were in for a long 
night. Fortunately, that was not the case and by 7 
p.m. we had most of the major problems taken 
care of and were down to working a few small lines 
and individuals. The crews were in before 2 a.m., 
so I think that is pretty good considering the cir¬ 
cumstances. I believe that the right-of-way main¬ 
tenance and pole replacements we have done really 
show up in a storm such as this. Had not the 
ground been so saturated to where big trees sim¬ 
ply tipped out of the ground, we would have had 
even less problems. 

OUTAGE REPORTING 
As I have discussed on previous occasions, we 

have been looking into ways of improving the out¬ 
age reporting system. We think we have come up 
with a system whereby we can answer four calls 
at a time with a recorded message that will tell 
you where we are experiencing outages. I think 
that most of you would be satisfied to know that 
we are aware that your area is without power and 
would probably then drop off the line without 
having to talk to someone. The option to talk to 
the person handling outage calls will be available 
so you can report an individual outage or perhaps 

Office closing 

Our offices will be closed on 
Tuesday, July 4, 
in observance of 

Independence Day 

furnish information as to where the trouble may 
be. The initial four lines will be a test to see if the 
system is workable and also will supply us with 
data as to how many calls we receive and how 
many of those calls drop off the line after hearing 
the message on the outages. The message will be 
continuously updated as more outages are re¬ 
ported. In the event of a great many outages, the 
message will probably just inform you that we are 
experiencing a great number of outages over the 
whole system and we will restore power as soon 
as we can. An example of where I think such a 
system will greatly speed the handling of outage 
calls is the loss of the Campbell Hill substation 
the day after Thanksgiving last year. With the sys¬ 
tem we are looking at, we simply would have put a 
message on the line that we lost the Campbell Hill 
substation and everyone in the area from Ava to 
Steeleville would be affected. Everyone calling 
would probably have been satisfied that we knew 
they were out of power and we could have handled 
a much higher volume of calls. 

Ultimately we will probably have a system 
where you would simply punch in your phone or 
location number and a computer will summarize 
the outage information for the person on duty. That 
type of system would require dial technology ev¬ 
erywhere on our system and if we use telephone 
numbers, we would have to have everyone’s phone 
number in the system. You also then have the 
problem of members without a telephone. Ad¬ 
vances are continually being made in electronics 
and costs are coming down so it is probably fea¬ 
sible that somewhere down the road we can take 
outage calls without anyone getting a busy signal. 
That is our goal and technology will eventually 
make it possible. 

Reminder! 

Annual Meeting 
Thursday, 
August 3 

BE THERE! 
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Six southern Illinois students are winners of Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association’s “Youth to Wash¬ 
ington” program. They were selected from a group of 10 finalists at EECA’s May 10 essay banquet at 
Southern Illinois University at Carbondale. The winners, shown from left with Harold Dycus, EECA presi¬ 
dent (far left), and Harry Kuhn, EECA general manager (far right), are: Melissa Ohlau, Trico High School; 
Kathryn Hopkins, Murphysboro High School; Vanessa Chrisman, Carbondale Community High School; 
Melissa Lowe and Nicole Miesner, both of Steeleville High School; and Tami Smith, Trico High School. 
The six girls were scheduled to join with some 70 other Illinois high school students representing vari¬ 
ous electric and telephone cooperatives on a week-long tour of the nation’s capital June 16-23. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association 

10169 Old Highway 13 
Murphysboro, IL 62966 

684-2143 

Carbondale 

Bank of Carbondale 
216 E. Main 

First Bank 
1500 W. Main 

First National Bank &Ttust 
509 S. University 

Murphysboro 

Magna Bank 
1301 Walnut 
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Shelter — Seek inside shel¬ 
ter if possible. If in the open, 
move away from a tornado’s 
path at a right angle. If there is 
no time to escape, lie flat in the 
nearest depression, such as a 
ditch or ravine. 

In office buildings — The 
basement or an interior hallway 
on a lower floor is safest. Upper 
stories are unsafe. If there is no 
time to descend, a closet or small 
room with stout walls, or an in¬ 
side hallway will give some pro¬ 
tection against flying debris. 
Otherwise, under heavy furni¬ 
ture must due. 

In homes with basements 
— Seek refuge near the base¬ 
ment wall in the most sheltered 
and deepest below ground part 
of the basement. Additional pro¬ 
tection is afforded by taking 
cover under heavy furniture or 
a work bench. Other basement 
possibilities are the smallest 
room with stout walls, or under 
a stairway. 

In homes without base¬ 
ments — Take cover in the 
smallest room with stout walls, 
or under heavy furniture, or a 
tipped-over upholstered couch or 

chair in the center part of the 
house. The first floor is safer 
than the second (or third). If 
there is time, open windows 
partly on the side away from the 
direction of the storm’s approach 
— but stay away from windows 
when the storm strikes. 

Mobile homes — Mobile 
homes are particularly vulner¬ 
able to overturning and destruc¬ 
tion during strong winds, and 
should be abandoned in favor of 

a preselected shelter, or even a 
ditch in the open. Damage can 
be minimized by securing the 
trailer with cable anchored in 
concrete footing. 

Factories, auditoriums, 
and other large buildings — 
These buildings with wide, free- 
span roofs, should have 
preselected, marked shelter ar¬ 
eas in their basements, smaller 
rooms or nearby. 

Is your home wiring safe? 
Electricity has become such a part of our lives 

that people take it for granted. 
This can be costly and dangerous thinking. 
The wiring in your home requires maintenance 

and regular inspection. Wiring wears out just like 
anything else. 

Each time any new electrical load is added to 
your home, you should review the part of your 
electrical system which will handle the new load. 

If your home’s electric wiring hasn’t been pro¬ 
fessionally inspected within the past several years, 
contact a qualified electrician. 

Indoor checklist 
□ I check electrical cords for frays and nicks. 
□ I make sure plugs and prongs aren’t loose 

or worn. 
□ I don’t place cords where they could be 

tripped over or receive excessive wear (like under 
rugs). 

□ I never use an electric tool or appliance if 
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my hands or feet are wet or if I’m standing in wa¬ 
ter or on damp ground. 

□ I know the location of my fuse box or cir¬ 
cuit breaker panel. 

□ I equip my home with an approved fire ex¬ 
tinguisher for electrical fires and check it periodi¬ 
cally. 

□ I never attempt to do home wiring improve¬ 
ments myself. 

□ I insert specially designed plastic caps in 
low wall outlets when not in use to protect small 
children. 

□ I teach my children these safety rules of 
in-home electrical safety. 

□ I look for Underwriter’s Laboratory label 
on every appliance I buy. 

□ I don’t risk overloading wall outlets with 
adapters. 

□ I turn off and repair any appliance that 
sputters, stalls, or gives the slightest shock. 



Egyptian  
 Messenger^ 

The Egyptian Messenger, published by the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association, 
with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

Invitation to the 
annual meeting 
from the 
board of directors 

On behalf of the board of directors of Egyp¬ 
tian Electric Cooperative, I extend a personal in¬ 
vitation to attend your cooperative’s 57th annual 
meeting. The meeting will be held at Steeleville’s 
American Legion Hall on Thursday, August 3, 
1995. The hall is air-conditioned and has been 
very comfortable in past years in spite of the sum¬ 
mer heat. 

Registration will began at 6 p.m., and each 
member registering will receive a free gift for at¬ 
tending. All members registered by 7:30 p.m. will 
be included in the drawing for our 57th Anniver¬ 
sary Prize, the two grand prizes of $100 electric 
credit and the 10 “early bird” prizes of $20 cred¬ 
its to be applied on an electric bill. At the conclu¬ 
sion of the meeting, all members present will be 
eligible for the drawing of other attendance prizes. 

As in the past few years, we are planning a 
very short business meeting to conduct the nec¬ 
essary business affairs of the cooperative and we 
will conclude the meeting with a surprise guest. 
From past experience, the most effective method 
of getting word to the members about the annual 
meeting is for those reading this announcement 
to tell others about the meeting. Please help us 
out and remind your friends and neighbors about 
the annual meeting. Better yet, bring them with 
you and let’s have a big turnout. This is your op¬ 
portunity to participate in the operation of your 
cooperative and we promise to keep the meeting 
short and get you home at a reasonably early hour. 

Harold I. Dycus, President 
Board of Directors 

Official Notice 
Egyptian Electric 

Cooperative 
Association 

57th Annual Meeting 
August 3, 1995 7:30 p.m. 

American Legion Hall 
South Chester Street 

Steeleville, Illinois 

Action will be taken on the following 
matters: 

1. Report on the number of members 
present, in order to determine the exist¬ 
ence of a quorum. 
2. Reading of the notice of the meeting 
and proof of the due publication or mail¬ 
ing thereof, or the waiver or waivers of 
notice of the meeting as the case may be. 
3. Reading of unapproved minutes of 
previous meeting of the members and the 
taking of necessary action thereon. 
4. Presentation and consideration of re¬ 
ports of officers, trustees and committees. 
5. Election of board members. 
6. Amend Articles of Incorporation. 
7. Unfinished business. 
8. New business. 
9. Adjournment. 

Ray Mulholland, Secretary 
Board of Directors 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
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From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The 1995 annual meeting will be held on Au¬ 

gust 3 at the Steeleville American Legion Hall and 
the business meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. Elsewhere 
in this section you will find the official notice of 
the meeting and I encourage you to mark the date 
on your calendar and plan to spend a couple of 
hours with us. As usual, we have a brief business 
session planned to conduct necessary business 
and to report on the status of your cooperative. 
We will have a guest speaker following the busi¬ 
ness session and the usual attendance prizes. If 
you have not attended before, please plan to do 
so. The hall is air conditioned and we try not to 
bore you with a lot of facts and figures. 

If you will read the official notice, you will note 
that we are requesting that the members approve 
a change in the Articles of Incorporation that will 
permit the cooperative to engage in other forms of 
business, if the board deems it in the interest of 
the members to do so. We are currently looking at 
the feasibility of providing potable water in some 
areas of our system. If it is feasible and in the 
best interests of our members for the cooperative 
to be directly involved in the water system, the 
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Articles of Incorporation must permit such involve¬ 
ment. With the rapid changes in the communica¬ 
tions and utility fields, there may be other 
opportunities down the road that will benefit the 
membership and the cooperative needs to be in a 
position to take advantage of those situations, 
should they arise. (See below) 

For those of you who may have an interest in 
direct broadcast television, Harrisonville Telephone 
Company will again have a display set up to show 
you how the small dish system works. I just talked 
my mother in North Dakota into buying a system 
and she thinks it is great. They now have 30 chan¬ 
nels of excellent quality reception and they can 
still watch the four local channels off their exist¬ 
ing antenna by simply hitting a button on the re¬ 
mote control. There are all sorts of packages 
available, but her 30 channels cost her about $30 
a month. That’s really a bargain when you con¬ 
sider that my mother is 86 and she and my sister 
are pretty well housebound each day with the TV 
being their only source of entertainment. The dish 
is only 18 inches and does not move and the re¬ 
ception is better than the cable service I have at 
my house. 

For a number of years we have tried to have a 
guest speaker who would provide a motivational 
type of talk along with good family type humor. 
The speaker we are having this year will be a little 
different, but I think you will enjoy the presenta¬ 
tion and I think he will also be of interest to school 
age children. I am not going to tell you who he is 
at this time, so you will just have to attend the 
meeting to see who it is. 

Proposed addition to the 
Articles of Incorporation: 

H. To administer and operate the organization on a cooperative basis, producing or furnish¬ 
ing goods, services or facilities primarily for the benefit of its members who are consumers of 
such goods, services or facilities. 

I. To own and operate, either directly or indirectly, water supply facilities for drinking and 
general use on a not-for-profit or cooperative basis. 

We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neighbors 
to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday) call the office number nearest you: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 684-2143. 

What to do if the power goes off 
After office hours: Steeleville area — Call 1-800- 

606-1505 
Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 

calls after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers your map, sec¬ 
tion and house (or locat.) number as found on your 
billing statement. 



Minutes of the Nominating Committee 
The Nominating Committee, in compliance 

with the by-laws of the Egyptian Electric Coop¬ 
erative Association, met in Steeleville, Illinois, in 
the office of the Cooperative, on June 5, 1995, at 
8 p.m., to nominate candidates for the office of 
director of the Cooperative to serve for a three- 
year term and to be voted upon by the member¬ 
ship of the Cooperative in its annual meeting to 
be held on August 3, 1995, in the Steeleville Ameri¬ 
can Legion Hall. 

Attorney William Broom opened the meeting 
by stating that the purpose of the Nominating 
Committee is to nominate candidates for the of¬ 
fice of director of the Cooperative, and that the 
terms of Mr. W. Dean Bame, Mr. Kevin Liefer and 
Mr. Edward C. Timpner were expiring this year. 

A roll call of the members of the Nominating 
Committee was taken, and all members were 
present. 

Attorney Broom stated that the first order of 
business would be to select a chairman and a sec¬ 
retary of the meeting. 

Mr. John C. Edgar was duly selected as chair¬ 
man of the Committee, and Mr. William Broom 
was selected as secretary of the meeting. 

The chairman instructed the Committee that 
three or more nominations could be made by the 
Committee and placed on the ballot. Following a 
discussion on this, it was unanimously agreed to 
nominate three candidates. 

Mr. Cyril Miller nominated Mr. Edward 
Timpner, Mr. Mike Robison nominated Mr. W. 
Dean Bame, and Mr. Stuart Langrehr nominated 
Mr. Kevin Liefer for the office of director of the 
Cooperative. Ms. Mary Nell Chew moved that the 
nominations be closed and that they be nominated 
by acclamation, and that their names be placed 
on the ballot to be voted upon at the annual meet¬ 
ing of the members on August 3, 1995. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Mike Robison, 
and unanimously carried. 

There being no further business, motion was 
duly made and seconded that the meeting be ad¬ 
journed. Motion carried. 

John C. Edgar, Chairman 
Michael D. Robison Cyril J. Miller 
Wm. T. Schrader Melvin L. Paul 
Maiy Nell Chew Robert Priebe 
Stuart J. Langrehr Chester Brown 

Annual meeting registration 
instructions: last name please 

The membership will be divided alphabeti¬ 
cally, by the last name. There will be two lines 
immediately inside the entrance doors for reg¬ 
istering members. Be sure that you get in the 
correct line, as it speeds up registering and 
keeps the line moving. Members must be regis¬ 
tered by 7:30 p.m. to qualify for the anniver¬ 
sary prize, the two grand prizes, and the $20 
electric credits. Registration will begin as early 
as 6 p.m. Entrance to the hall will be through 

the double doors on the south side, from the 
walkway between the Legion Hall and the new 
bowling alley building. Access to this walkway 
is from the front parking lot towards the bowl¬ 
ing alley, or from the west parking lot behind 
the ball diamond. These entrances will be clearly 
marked, and Cooperative employees will be lo¬ 
cated around the area to help direct you to the 
meeting. The club room doors will be locked, 
so there will be no entering from the club room. 

57th Anniversary Prize — 
20-inch color TV with remote 

Electric credits 
10 Credits for $20 

on Electric Bills 

Annual Meeting Grand Prizes Free Gift 
Two $100 Credits To Each Registered Member 

on Electric Bills 

Drawing for Attendance Prizes—(Must be present to win prizes) 
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Six students representing Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association recently took in a full week of 
experiences around the nation’s capital. Among the highlights of the 1995 “Youth to Washington” Tour 
was a meeting with their congressman. The students, who met Congressman Jerry F. Costello of Belleville 
on Capitol Hill, were among 78 rural youth leaders and chaperones from downstate Illinois who toured 
Washington, D.C., June 16-23. The annual trip is sponsored by the electric and telephone cooperatives 
of Illinois. From left are Nicole Miesner of Steeleville, Vanessa Chrisman of Carbondale, Congressman 
Costello, Melissa Lowe of Steeleville, Kathryn Hopkins of Murphysboro, Melissa Ohlau of Percy and 
Tami Smith of Campbell Hill. The trip’s agenda included stops at many of the capital’s monuments and 
memorials, Arlington National Cemetery, Smithsonian museums, National Cathedral, Royal Embassy of 
Saudi Arabia, U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, and U.S. Supreme Court. The group also attended a 
performance at Ford’s Theater and cruised on the Potomac River. The tour began with a visit to the Civil 
War battlefield at Gettysburg, Pa. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 
57th Annual Meeting August 3, 1995 7:30 p.m. 

American Legion Hall, South Chester Street, Steeleville, Illinois 

Registration begins at 6 p.m. Short business meeting 

57th Surprise 
Anniversary Guest Speaker 

gift 
10 “early bird” prizes 

Refreshments $20 electric credits 

Attendance 2 grand prizes 
gift $100 electric credits 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed on 

September 4 in observance of Labor Day. 
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Egyptian 
Messenger 
i Messenaer. oublished bv the Eavotian Electric Cc The Egyptian Messenger, published by the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association, 

with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

by Harry Kuhn 

From the 
Manager’s Desk 

During the course of the year I get notes and 
letters from our members either expressing ap¬ 
preciation for good service or perhaps calling our 
attention to a situation where we might have done 
better. Like everyone else, we appreciate those 
notes that tell us we are doing our job right, but I 
also like to know when we miss the mark. We are 
in business to provide a service to you, the mem¬ 
ber, and we want to do that in the best manner 
possible. 

My reason for talking about service this month 
is that during the past year I have had several 
comments from members who have cabins on our 
system and they were surprised by the manner 
in which we responded to their reporting an out¬ 
age. Since we serve along a couple of rivers and a 
lot of wooded areas, we do serve a number of cab¬ 
ins. It is not an unusual situation to have mem¬ 
bers go out to their cabin on a weekend and find 
that lightning has blown the transformer fuse and 
they have no power. As soon as they report the 
outage, we respond and restore service as quickly 
as we can. Some members are surprised that we 
respond that quickly or that we would even come 
out during the evening or weekend to restore ser¬ 
vice to a cabin. I want to take this opportunity to 
stress that we do not have classes of members 
when it comes to service. We do have different 
rate classes, but we try to give everyone the same 
level of service, no matter how little or how much 
they may use each month. If you are out of power, 
we are going to respond to your outage call no 
matter the hour of the day or night or the day of 
the week. How long it takes to restore your ser¬ 
vice will depend how quickly we can get a service¬ 
man called out, how far you might be from the 
office, what the nature of the problem is and 
whether or not we may already be responding to 
other outages. Rest assured, however, that you 

are important to us and we will respond as quickly 
as we can if your service has bee interrupted. 

RATES FOR 1995-1996 

For those of you who missed this year's an¬ 
nual meeting, I will relate to you what the mem¬ 
bers in attendance were told. Your board of 
directors has reviewed management’s projections 
for 1996 and have determined that it will not be 
necessary to make any rate adjustments this fall. 
Thus, rates currently in effect will remain in ef¬ 
fect through the September billing period of 1996. 
As many of you are aware, we announce any rate 
changes at this time of the year in order to be 
able to incorporate any changes in the billing pack¬ 
ets for the self-billed accounts that are mailed in 
September. 

CAPITAL CREDITS 

Many of you are aware that we have been re¬ 
funding capital credits for a number of years, ei¬ 
ther through estate retirements or general 
retirements. Up to the present time the board of 
directors has authorized the general retirement 
of all capital credits allocated through the year 
1972. At the July board meeting the board of di¬ 
rectors authorized the refunding of capital cred¬ 
its allocated for the years of 1973, 1974 and 1975. 
The total allocated on the books for this three year 
period is approximately $447,000. With the re¬ 
funding of these capital credits, we will have 
achieved our goal of refunding on a 20-year cycle 
and hopefully that cycle can be maintained in the 
future. 

In addition to the margins that are earned 
through the operations of this cooperative, our 
members' accounts are also credited with their 
share of the margins that are allocated to Egyp¬ 
tian Electric Cooperative by Southern Illinois 
Power Co-operative. Over the years that has been 
paper transaction and did not represent any cash 
to this cooperative. However, Southern Illinois 
Power Co-operative has begun the retirement of 
capital credits to the member cooperatives and 
your board of directors has elected to refund them 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Three members of Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association have been reelected to the cooperative’s 
board of directors. The election took place during the cooperative’s annual meeting August 3 in 
Steeieville. From left are directors Edward Timpner of Pinckneyville, Kevin Liefer of Red Bud and W. 
Dean Same of Ava and Harry W. Kuhn, manager. 

Membership climbs beyond 12,000 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association has 

surpassed the 12,000 mark in number of mem¬ 
bers connected. Officials reporting during the 57th 
annual meeting August 3 in Steeieville said the 
total number of electric services reached 12,078 
at the end of 1994, compared with 11,852 at the 
end of 1993. 

In a combined written report prepared for the 
meeting, Harold I. Dycus of Carbondale, president, 
and Harry Kuhn, manager, said, “While this is not 
a tremendous increase, it does represent some 
growth. The system has recovered from the loss 
of services due to the 1993 flood. 

“The year 1994 was another good year for the 
cooperative in terms of wholesale power purchases 
and sales of power to members. While wholesale 
power purchases actually declined .6 percent from 
the previous year, maintaining the level of pur¬ 
chases of the previous year was due more to ac¬ 
tual load growth than colder winter temperatures 
or hotter summer temperatures," they said. 

The average farm and residential usage de- 
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clined slightly in 1994 from 1993. “This drop in 
consumption was made up by some growth in the 
number of residential members and by growth in 
the commercial class. The addition of the new 
Carbondale water treatment plant and the Tesa 
Tuck plant to the system increased sales in the 
commercial class substantially, and we project 
further gains in 1995 when these loads are in full 
operation,” they added. 

Treasurer Raymond Mulholland of Marissa 
said the cooperative had a good financial year in 
1994. Operating revenues totaled $14,692,205 in 
1994, up slightly from 1993, he reported. Pur¬ 
chased power cost $9,345,012 in 1994, a slight 
decline from 1993. Margins were $404,129 for the 
year, he said, down sharply from 1993. Mulholland 
said margins were lower because the cooperative 
was required to make a one-time accounting ad¬ 
justment for post-retirement benefits. “Small busi¬ 
nesses, such as this cooperative, had to implement 
such an accounting change by 1995. We elected 
to make a one-time adjustment, and that adjust- 



ment is reflected in the 1994 statement of opera¬ 
tions,” he said. 

In remarks during the meeting, Dycus said 
the electric utility industry is likely to undergo 
significant change through deregulation over the 
next several years. He said much of the support 
for deregulation comes from investor-owned utili¬ 
ties. He pointed out that electric cooperatives op¬ 
erate in a much different manner than the 
shareholder-owned companies. 

“Your voices are very well heard by people you 
know and who know you,” he said, referring to 
the fact that the co-op’s board is made up of mem¬ 
bers, not investors from far away. “Your interest 
is their [the directors] interest,” he said. He praised 
the cooperative’s employees and cited the foresight 
of early cooperative leaders who helped form 
Southern Illinois Power Co-operative (SIPC), 
Egyptian’s power supplier. “Your cooperative’s 
rates are among the lowest in the state and na¬ 
tion,” he added. 

Kuhn said current rates will remain in place 
until at least September of 1996. He also an¬ 
nounced that capital credits would be returned to 
members again this year. He said the board had 
authorized distribution of approximately $450,000 

in patronage capital from Egyptian’s operation and 
about $522,000 in patronage capital the coopera¬ 
tive has received from SIPC. Checks will be printed 
and mailed during the next several months to 
members who received service from Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric in the years 1973, 1974, and 1975, Kuhn said. 

Three members of the cooperative were re¬ 
elected to the board of directors: Edward Timpner 
of Pinckneyville, W. Dean Bame of Ava and Kevin 
Liefer of Red Bud. All were elected to three-year 
terms. 

During the business session, members ap¬ 
proved Articles of Incorporation revisions designed 
to allow the cooperative to engage in other forms 
of business if the board determines such to be in 
the best interest of the members. “With the rapid 
changes in the communication and utility fields, 
there may be other opportunities down the road 
that will benefit the membership, and the coop¬ 
erative needs to be in a position to take advantage 
of those situations should they arise,” Kuhn said. 

Following the members’ meeting, the board 
met in reorganization session and reelected offic¬ 
ers: Dycus, president; Hubert Chapman of 
Carbondale, vice president, and Mulholland, sec¬ 
retary-treasurer. 

Dycus 

Mulholland 

Abe Lincoln Impersonator Harry Hahn was the surprise guest speaker. He 
attracted a following of the children in the audience, including (from left) 
Liz and Luis Wolters and Johnathon and Matthew James. 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
to the members to whom they were allocated. 
Therefore, all capital credits returned to this co¬ 
operative by Southern Illinois Power for the years 
1971 through 1975 will be refunded to those 
members who received service during those 
years. The total amount to be refunded is ap¬ 
proximately $522,000. 

The two refunds together total approximately 
$970,000 and I believe they make a strong state¬ 
ment for what it means to belong to and take 
service from a cooperative. We will try to process 
the checks as soon as we can, but I learned last 
year not to promise a definite time frame. As you 
can imagine, there is a lot involved ip checking 
and balancing before checks can actually be 
printed and we want to be certain that we are as 
accurate as we can possibly be before the first 
check is written. 

Elver since we started refunding capital cred¬ 
its, we have strived to make our records as ac¬ 
curate as possible to make sure that the refunds 
were going to the right people. As I have dis¬ 
cussed before, identical names and remarriages 
can really muddy the water and we have to do a 

lot of digging and spend a lot of time to make sure 
we have the right person associated with an ac¬ 
count. The one number that takes out all the guess 
work is the member’s social security number and 
we have been trying to obtain them whenever we 
can. During the coming year we will probably make 
an additional effort to obtain numbers from mem¬ 
bers who have been with us for awhile and I would 
urge you to furnish them when requested to do so. 
Providing us with your social security number will 
guarantee that down the road you or your heirs 
will receive the capital credits to which you are en¬ 
titled. I do want to assure you that your records 
are confidential and we share them with no one. 
We consider all of your account information to be 
private and if anyone wants to contact you, they 
can do so by taking out an ad in this magazine. We 
share our mailing list with no one. 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed on Monday, 

September 4, in observance of Labor Day. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association 

10169 Old Highway 13 
Murphysboro, IL 6296 

684-2143 

Carbondale 
Bank of Carbondale 

216 E. Main 

First Bank 
1500 W. Main 

First National Bank &TTust 
509 S. University 

Murphysboro 
Magna Bank 
1301 Walnut 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neighbors 
to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday) call the office number nearest you: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 684-2143. 

After office hours: Steeleville area — Call 1-800- 
606-1505 

Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency calls 

after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers your map, sec¬ 
tion and house (or locat.) number as found3on your 
billing statement. 
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Egyptian 
Messenger 
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with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

As I write this, the summer heat has finally 
broken and hopefully we are going to have more 
moderate temperatures in September. This has 
been a record breaking summer for many utilities 
and your cooperative also set new record highs in 
both peak demand and monthly energy usage. The 
peak demand of 53,650 kw in August is an all time 
high for a summer month and exceeds the previ¬ 
ous peak by approximately 12 percent. Energy 
purchases from Southern Illinois Power Co-opera¬ 
tive totaled 24,600,000 kwh in August, which is 
also considerably above previous peak summer 
months. As you are well aware, these peak records 
translate into record high summer bills for you, 
but it sure seems worth it to be able to rest com¬ 
fortably in an air-conditioned home when the tem¬ 
peratures and humidity are so high. 

The high temperatures and humidity covered 
most of the eastern two-thirds of the country and, 
as a result, generating capacity was fairly tight 
during some periods in August. While the indus¬ 
try as a whole has surplus capacity, prolonged 
heavy loading will cause some generating units to 
fail and some pretty expensive peaking capacity, 
in terms of fuel cost, had to be started up to get by 
the August peaks. Fortunately, we were able to 
keep three units at the Lake of Egypt plant run¬ 
ning during all of the hot weather and were able 
to cover our own loads as well as sell some to other 
utilities. Overall, the heat caused very few prob¬ 
lems on our system and we had only minor out¬ 
ages in connection with the heat. Over the last 10 
years, we have invested considerably in rebuild¬ 
ing and uprating the system in the heavily loaded 
areas and that investment greatly increases reli¬ 
ability when we experience weather conditions 
such as those of this summer. 

RETAIL WHEELING 
There is a lot of discussion going on in the elec¬ 

trical industry in regard to deregulation and retail 
wheeling and the general consensus seems to be 
that retail wheeling will come about in some form. 
At this point, however, no one can predict as to 
when it will occur or what form it will take. The 
Illinois Legislature has appointed a committee to 
study the matter and report back to the Legisla¬ 
ture with recommendations by December of 1996. 
The Legislature would then debate the recommen¬ 
dations, if it so chooses, and could pass legisla¬ 
tion mandating retail wheeling and what the 
ground rules would be. A reasonable guess might 
be that it will be three to five years before retail 
wheeling would take effect in this state and most 
likely would first involve large industrial loads. 
Assuming that retail wheeling does work for the 
industrial customers and technical problems as¬ 
sociated with dispatching power to off-system 
loads can be overcome, retail wheeling could at 
some time be available for residential customers. 

At first glance the concept of everyone having 
a choice of who supplies their electrical energy 
sounds like a great idea, but like everything else,, 
there is no simple solution to a complex problem. 
Up until now, utilities could make the large in¬ 
vestments required to build power systems and 
serve individual customers because they were as¬ 
sured that they would be able to serve the cus¬ 
tomers located in their service area. We have in 
this country more or less guaranteed that we will 
have the capacity to serve your needs no matter 
when you want it and in whatever amount and, in 
return, you have to buy all of your needs from your 
local utility. I am concerned that managers and 
boards of directors will be reluctant to commit to 
long-term investments in power production facili¬ 
ties if they can not be assured that they will have 
customers to serve when those facilities come on 
line. The people pushing deregulation will tell you 
that there are all kinds of independent power pro¬ 
ducers who will be willing to build the power 
plants, but I find it hard to believe that someone 
will commit to spending hundreds of millions of 
dollars on a new power plant at today’s costs with- 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Co-op Month celebrates 
‘Expanding People’s Horizons’ 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 
is one of 47,000 cooperatives throughout the 
United States that will participate in the an¬ 
nual Cooperative Month observance during 
October. This 
year’s theme is 
“Cooperatives— 
Expanding 
People’s Horizons.” 

The nation’s 
cooperatives are a 
varied lot. There 
are big ones and 
small ones, and 
they’re located ev¬ 
erywhere: in cities 
and towns and 
suburbs through¬ 
out America. 

They have one 
goal, and that is to 
provide goods and 
services as economically and efficiently as pos¬ 
sible. As locally owned and controlled busi¬ 
nesses, co-ops are unique because of their 
commitment not only to the people they serve, 
but also to their communities. 

“During the past few years customer ser¬ 
vice has become one of the hot business 
buzzwords,” says Glenn English, executive 
vice president and general manager of the 
National Rural Electrio Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion (NRECA). “It’s all the rage because com¬ 
panies are responding to people who have 
figured out that they don’t have to take what 
they get. We have more choices today. Our 
horizons have expanded. Instead of taking 
what we get, we expect to get what we need 
and what we want.” 

Such service is not new for electric co-ops, 
he added, because service is what they were 
all about all along. “Customer service is our 
sole reason for existence,” he says. 

About 120 million people in every state of 
the union receive goods and services from 
cooperatives, and 25 million of that number 
are consumer-owners of 1,000 electric 
cooperatives. There are co-ops4hat serve other 
needs, too. 

Electric co-ops got started when investor- 
owned utilities wouldn’t string wires into the 
countryside, and credit unions—which are 
also cooperatives—were first set up to offer 
financial services to people banks didn’t want 
to serve. 
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NRECA’s English says, ‘Those of us in¬ 
volved with consumer-owned electric co-ops 
learned a long time ago about expanding our 
horizons. In the 1930s, after decades of hav¬ 

ing to settle for no 
electric service be¬ 
cause no one saw 
profits in rural 
America, rural 
people figured out 
they didn’t have to 
take what they got. 

They banded 
together,” he con¬ 
tinued, “to form 
their own utilities 
so that today, we’re 
25 million people 
strong, and keep¬ 
ing power and op¬ 
portunity flowing to 
virtually every acre 

of the country.” 
Cooperatives also exist for housing, insur¬ 

ance, farm marketing and farm supply, tele¬ 
phone service, health and day care, and news 
services. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative was founded 
in 1938 and provides electric service to 12,078 
members in seven counties. 

An electric cooperative is a unique kind of 
electric utility because it is locally owned and 
controlled. Each person has a voice and a vote 
in the co-op’s activities and can be elected to 
the co-op board. Members of the co-op’s board 
live in the co-op’s service area and pay the 
same rates as other members. There are no 
absentee owners. 

The co-op way of conducting business is a 
true example of all that’s good about 
grassroots involvement and democracy in ac¬ 
tion. Additionally, many electric systems have 
long track records of helping start and expand 
commercial, industrial and community facil¬ 
ity projects, producing hundreds of thousands 
of new jobs. 

Since electric co-ops are community ven¬ 
tures, whatever benefits the community ob¬ 
viously benefits the co-op and its 
member-owners, too. And the same holds true 
for any other kind of co-op. The theme, 
“Cooperatives—Expanding People’s Horizons,” 
is one of the best descriptions that can be 
applied to co-ops. 

COOPi ERAl ms 
EXPANDING , 
PEOPLESJg \ta 
HORIZONS 



Don’t let 
your guard 

down 

This time of year, details 
weigh on your mind . . . money, 
weather, factors vital to your livelihood. 
The most important concern, though, is 
safety. Tragedy can occur in that flash of 
an instant when you let your guard down 
— taking a short cut, overlooking basic safety rules. To ensure 
future harvests, always work the safe way. 

Watch out for overhead power tines. 

Wear appropriate protective equipment. 

Make sure helpers are familiar with 
equipment they are using. 

w Shut off power before fixing or 
unciogging machines. 

w Keep extended machinery away from 
power pole guy wires. 

Keep shields in place. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 
An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer 
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out having someone to sign on the dotted‘line that 
they will buy the capacity out of that plant. Per¬ 
haps I am missing something, but it seems to me 
that if you build a power plant at today’s costs, 
you are now the high cost power supplier and you 
will be hard pressed to sell power to anyone on an 
open market. If we, as a distribution cooperative, 
have to commit to the builder of the power plant, 
it would seem that you have to go along for the 
ride or else we can not make that commitment on 
your behalf. 

One concern expressed on behalf of residen¬ 
tial consumers is that if industrial customers are 
allowed to shop around for the cheapest rate and 
the local utility then loses revenue, who is going to 
make up the shortfall? I think most people will re¬ 
late to their experience with local charges when 
the telephone industry was deregulated and con¬ 
clude that they know the answer to that question. 

The investment to serve the electrical load in this 
country has already been made and will have to 
be paid off by someone. 

How will your cooperative fare if retail wheel¬ 
ing comes about? Without knowing just what re¬ 
tail wheeling will be, it is impossible to predict at 
this time. I can tell you that on a national basis. 
Southern Illinois Power Co-operative and its three 
member cooperatives are not the lowest cost sup¬ 
pliers nor are they the highest. On a statewide 
basis, we are very competitive with all of the utili¬ 
ties in the state and retail wheeling may present 
some opportunities for us. Everyone should bear 
in mind that only one utility can be “the low cost 
power supplier” and by definition everyone else has 
to be higher. Also, only a few will be able to buy the 
cheapest power and everyone else will pay more, 
so in the end retail wheeling may not look a whole 
lot different than what you have today and I like to 
think that what the members of this cooperative 
have today is not too bad. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association 

10169 Old Highway 13 
Murphysboro, IL 62966 

684-2143 

Carbondale 
Bank of Carbondale 

216 E. Main 

First Bank 
1500 W. Main 

First National Bank & Trust 
509 S. University 

Murphysboro 
Magna Bank 
1301 Walnut 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “on" position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neighbors 
to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday) call the office number nearest you: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 684-2143. 

After office hours: Steeleville area — Call 1-800- 
606-1505 

Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 

calls after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers your map, 
section and house (or locat.) number as found on your 
billing statement. 
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with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

BILLING PACKETS 
The billing packets were mailed to the self¬ 

billed members on September 30, so if you are a 
self-billed member, you should have received your 
billing supplies by the time you read this column. 
If you have not received your packet, you should 
contact one of our offices as soon as possible and 
we will send you another one. We mail over 8,000 
packets and we get excellent service from the post 
office on their delivery, but with that many pieces 
involved, it is always possible that one might get 
lost or we might have simply missed mailing one. 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
The Illinois electric cooperatives, through our 

state association, have established a memorial 
scholarship fund whereby we can contribute me¬ 
morials in honor of deceased members of the co¬ 
operative family. That fund has reached a level 
whereby a scholarship will be made available for 
the 1996-97 school year for a son or daughter of 
a member of a cooperative in the state of Illinois. 
The scholarship will be for $1,000 and will be 
awarded to a high school senior who will be at¬ 
tending a two-year or four-year accredited col¬ 
lege or university in the state of Illinois. Vocational 
or technical schools are included. 

If you have a son or daughter who is a senior 

in high school and plans to attend a school in the 
state of Illinois, you should encourage them to 
apply for the scholarship. Applications are due in 
our Steeleville office by January 1, 1996, and 
application forms can be obtained by contacting 
Brenda Cleland at our Steeleville office. We also 
plan to make the forms available at all of the high 
schools in our service area, but if you have any 
difficulty in finding a form, please contact Brenda. 

Each electric cooperative in the state will have 
a committee review the applications that are sub¬ 
mitted and select one based on criteria established 
by our state association’s scholarship committee. 
The application selected will then be forwarded 
to our state association where a committee will 
review the 26 applications and select the winner. 
Since this is the first time we will be doing this, 
there is no way of knowing how many applica¬ 
tions will be received. I would guess, however, that 
the number of competitors will be a lot less than 
for some other scholarships that are available. 

If you have not had the experience of putting 
a son or daughter through college, I can assure 
you that it is costly and any scholarship money is 
a big help. Sometimes the students themselves 
do not make enough effort to obtain scholarships 
and it is up to mom and dad to prod them into 
applying. It costs nothing but a little time and 
effort and a couple of stamps to apply, and stu¬ 
dents who are scholarship candidates and hope 
to do well in college should be willing to make the 
effort to help mom and dad out a little by apply¬ 
ing for all of the scholarships that are available. 

This first year only one scholarship will be 
available, but as the fund grows and earnings on 
the fund accumulate, it is hoped that in future 

(Continued on page 12d) 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed on 

Friday, November 10, in observance of Veterans Day. 
The offices will be closed on Thursday and Friday, 

November 23 and 24, for the 
Thanksgiving holidays. 
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Being a Cooperative member: 
What does it mean? 

Your Cooperative has been growing steadily 
over the past few years and although we hate to 
admit it, we sometimes forget that there may be 
some members who haven’t always received their 
electricity from a cooperative. Therefore, some may 
not fully understand the advantages of being a 
member of Egyptian Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion, as well as their rights, privileges and respon¬ 
sibilities. 

As a member: 
• you are part owner of EECA 
• you have the right to attend the Cooperative’s 

Annual Meeting held each summer and elect the 
board of directors, which will then govern the 
Cooperative. 

• you have the responsibility to keep up with 
developments affecting your Cooperative and to 
assist, when possible, in solving problems that 
effect your organization. 

Remember, your Cooperative was established 
by local individuals like yourself at a time when 
existing utilities refused or neglected to serve the 
area where you now live. As a result, throughout 
EECA’s history those people receiving service from 
the cooperative have played a valuable role in shap¬ 
ing the organization and preparing it to meet the 
challenges of the future. 

We recognize the invaluable service our mem¬ 

bers provide to this organization and also realize 
that as owners of the organization,you need to be 
informed as to the challenges we are facing and 
the programs/services available. It is for this rea¬ 
son that your Cooperative subscribes to the Illi¬ 
nois Rural Electric News magazine, which is mailed 
to each member on a monthly basis. Through the 
use of this magazine, your Cooperative tries to keep 
all members up to date on current events, major 
issues and development which may affect your 
Cooperative. The Cooperative also uses this maga¬ 
zine to help encourage you to use electricity wisely 
and safely. Promoting wise electrical use can help 
the Cooperative and its members by saving money, 
as well as helping our members make informed 
purchasing decisions on new efficient appliances 
and technologies for their home. 

EECA’s original goal was to provide service to 
our members with a trained professional line crew 
on call 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. So whether 
it is a major outage caused by a storm or small 
section of line out of service, you can count on us 
for reliable and quick restoration of power. EECA 
is one of 1,000 electric cooperatives in 46 states 
dedicated to providing service efficiently and eco¬ 
nomically and with your continued support we 
will strive to meet the challenges of the future. 

Walk for the health of it 
It’s hard to believe it, but walking 20 to 30 min¬ 
utes a day three to four times a week may help 
with weight reduction and lengthen and improve 
your life. 

The health benefits of a regular walking pro¬ 
gram speak for themselves: 

• strengthens the heart 
• reduces risk of heart attack and stroke 
• improves circulation 
• improves breathing 
• helps in weight loss and permanent weight 

control 
• reduces blood fat and cholesterol 
• normalizes blood pressure 
• improves most medical conditions or limita¬ 

tions 
• strengthens bones 
• tones muscles and develops lean tissue 
• reduces anxiety and tension 
• improves self esteem 
• makes you feel and look younger and more 

energetic. 
A long-term program of walking may help you 

live longer, too. A study was conducted following 
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the exercise habits and mortality rates of 17,000 
Harvard alumni for more than 12 years. It found 
that men who walked a lot and were otherwise 
physically active lived longer. Also, life expectancy 
improved steadily as exercise increased, starting 
at 500 calories spent per week and continuing up 
to 3,500 calories per week. Exercising more than 
that was counter-productive. A brisk walk for one 
hour burned an average of 460 calories for men 
and 370 for women. 

To receive the benefits from walking, you 
should walk three to four times a week for 20 min¬ 
utes. Walking two times a week will keep you at 
your current fitness level. 

A five-minute warm-up and cool-down and 20 
minutes of brisk walking in your target heart zone 
is suggested. It takes about two weeks to adjust 
to exercising and you can see results in about two 
to three weeks. 

So how hard do you need to walk? If you can 
walk and talk at the same time, you’re exercising 
at a good rate. Being able to exercise and socialize 
at the same time may be one reason walking has 
the lowest dropout rate of any exercise program. 



ENERGY SAVERS 

Heating efficiently 

Heating and cooling our homes account for about half of our 
residential energy costs. Don't waste any of the precious 

heated air during the fall and winter. 

With heating equipment: 
•Keep your heating equipment well tuned with 

periodic maintenance by a professional serviceman. 
Ask the serviceman how the energy efficiency of 
the heating system can be increased. 

•If you plan to buy a new furnace, select an 
energy-efficient unit. Your contractor has energy 
factsheets for each model; ask for them and com¬ 
pare energy usage. 

•Consider the advantages of a clock thermostat 
for your heating system. The clock thermostat will 
turn the heat down for you automatically when 
you depart or go to bed and turn it up again when 
you return or awaken. While you can easily turn 
your thermostat back at night and up again in the 
morning yourself, the convenience of a clock ther¬ 
mostat may be worth the $40 to $90 cost to you. 

•Insulate accessible heating ducts in unheated 
areas. 

•Keep your fireplace damper closed unless you 
have a fire going. An open damper in a 48-inch 
square fireplace can let up to 8 percent of your 
heat out the chimney. 
When you use your fireplace: 

•Improve your fireplace for supplemental heat¬ 
ing. If you are using your conventional fireplace 
while your central heating system is on, consider 
these measures to lessen the loss of heated air from 
the house. 

•The warmth from a fire on the hearth gener¬ 
ally doesn’t radiate through the house; the heat 
gain is confined to the room with the fireplace. A 
considerable amount of heated air from other parts 
of the house can flow into the fireplace, go waste- 
fully up the chimney, and be replaced by cold out¬ 
side air. The thermostat will sense the lowering of 
temperature and respond by turning on the fur¬ 
nace to make up the heat lost. 

•Lower the thermostat setting to between 50 de¬ 
grees F and 55 degree F. Some warmed air will 
still be lost, but the furnace won’t have to use as 
much fuel to heat the rest of the house to these 
temperatures as it would to raise the heat to 65 
degrees F. (Note: See Caution. Occupant comfort 
may require a higher setting.) 

•Close all doors and warm air ducts entering 
the room with the fireplace, and open a window 
near the fireplace about one-half to one inch. Air 
needed by the fire will be provided through the 
open window, and the amount of heated air drawn 
from the rest of the house will be reduced. If the 
fireplace has an outside supply of air, opening a 

window is not needed. 
•If you have a simple open masonry fireplace, 

consider installing a glass screen, a convective 
grate, a combination convective grate with glass 
screen, a radiant grate, or a fireplace insert. Some 
of these devices will cut down on the loss of warm 
air through the fireplace chimney. These acces¬ 
sories may improve heat recovery from the fire. 
When the heat is on: 

•Set your thermostat to about 65 degrees F 
during the day and 60 degrees F at night. You 
can save on your fuel costs for every degree you 
reduce the average temperature in your home. 
Caution: Some older people may require higher 
indoor temperatures — above 65 degrees F at all 
times — to avoid accidental hypothermia, a pos¬ 
sibly fatal drop in body temperature. People with 
circulatory problems or those taking certain types 
of drugs (e.g., phenothiazines, commonly used 
to treat anxiety and nausea) may also be vulner¬ 
able. In such instances, follow a physician’s coun¬ 
sel on both winter and summer thermostat 
settings in your home. 

• Keep your windows near your thermostat 
tightly closed. Unnecessary drafts will keep your 
furnace working after the rest of the room has 
reached a comfortable temperature. 

•Clean or replace the filter in your forced-air 
heating system each month. 

•Check the duct work for air leaks about once 
a year if you have a forced-air heating system. 
To do this, feel around the duct joints for escap¬ 
ing air when the fan is on. Relatively small leaks 
can be repaired simply by covering holes or cracks 
with duct tape. More stubborn problems may 
require caulking as well as taping. 

•If you have oil heat, have your furnace ser¬ 
viced at least once each year and make sure the 
firing rate is correct. Some furnaces maybe over¬ 
fired. 

•Don’t let cold air seep into your home through 
the attic access door. Check the door to make 
sure it is well insulated and weatherstripped, 
otherwise you’ll be wasting fuel to heat that cool 
air. 

•Dust or vacuum radiator surfaces frequently. 
Dust and grime impede the flow of heat. And if 
the radiators need painting, use flat paint, pref¬ 
erably black. It radiates heat better than glossy. 

• Keep draperies and shades open in sunny 
windows; close them at night. 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
years the number of scholarships can be in¬ 
creased. We view the scholarship fund as a way to 
make a lasting memorial to deceased members of 
the cooperative family as well as make an invest¬ 
ment in the youth of our service areas in the pro¬ 
cess. 

PMA’S 
The battle to sell the Power Marketing Agen¬ 

cies is still going on in Congress and the highest 
on the list to be sold is the Southeast Power Ad¬ 
ministration, which happens to be the one from 
which Southern Illinois Power Co-operative re¬ 
ceives a power allocation. If SEPA is sold, it will 

ultimately increase our wholesale power costs and 
we are opposed to the sale. Granted, it will mean 
a one-time infusion of cash to the federal govern¬ 
ment, but it will just be a one-time thing while an 
increase in rates will be a lifetime situation. It is 
another way of raising taxes without calling it a 
tax increase and we do not think it is good for our 
membership. We hope that you would feel the same 
way and make your feelings known to your con¬ 
gressman. A majority of the Senate is opposed to 
the sale at this time, but the House continues to 
support the sale with strong lobbying support from 
the private utilities. Your congressman needs to 
hear from you and your voice is important. 

Be careful when cutting winter wood 
Cutting wood to be used for heat is a long and 

laborious task, which often begins in late sum¬ 
mer and early fall. Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association employees encourage everyone to use 
extreme caution when cutting wood for this win¬ 
ter. 

If a tree falls on a line, you and your neigh¬ 
bors could be without electricity for several hours. 
But an even greater concern is the life-threaten¬ 
ing situation that exists when an energized line is 
down. If anyone should come in contact with the 
line, it could be fatal. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association 

10169 Old Highway 13 
Murphysboro, IL 6296 

684-2143 

Carbondale 
Bank of Carbondale 

216 E. Main 

First Bank 

1500 W. Main 

First National Bank &Trust 

509 S. University 

Murphysboro 
Magna Bank 
1301 Walnut 

Willie Wiredhand 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neighbors 
to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday) call the office number nearest you: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 684-2143. 

After office hours: Steeleville area — Call 1 -800- 
606-1505 

Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 

calls after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers your map, 
section and house (or locat.) number as found on your 
billing statement. 
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with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 
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From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

RURAL WATER 
Some months back we sent out a survey letter 

to those of our members who reside in Randolph 
County and several townships in Jackson County. 
We selected those areas that we thought did not 
presently have rural water available and no efforts 
were being made to make it available. The pur¬ 
pose of the survey was to determine if there was 
sufficient interest in rural water to justify proceed¬ 
ing with a study to determine the feasibility of con¬ 
structing a water system in these areas. 

We mailed out over 2,500 surveys and received 
nearly 1,100 back, which is a good response rate. 
Of those that were not receiving rural water, ap¬ 
proximately 70 percent said they would take it if it 
were offered. After reviewing the survey results and 
discussing with county officials as to what other 
initiatives were under consideration, your coop¬ 
erative retained a consulting engineer to prepare 
a feasibility study. After plotting our survey results 
on a map and reviewing them with the engineer, it 
was decided that we had a number of gaps where 
we did not provide electricity, and we had to find 
out the interest level in rural water in those areas. 
We managed to put together over 800 addresses 
for those areas, and while we did not get the same 
percentage of returns, over 70 percent of those that 
did reply wanted rural water. 

Our engineer is now designing a preliminaiy 
system that would deliver water to the areas sur¬ 
veyed, and we should have an answer as to feasi¬ 
bility within 60 days. Since we do not plan to get 
into the water treatment business, we will have to 
obtain a source of wholesale water, and we have 
made preliminary inquiries to several potential 
suppliers. Thus far, we have one source that will 
definitely sell us all of our requirements and one 
source that may be able to sell us some water. Ide¬ 
ally, we would like to have one or more sources 
that are in the areas of retail consumers to cut 
down on the expense of building long, large-diam¬ 
eter delivery lines. 

We view having rural water in all of our service 
areas as a benefit to the cooperative because the 
rural area cannot develop economically without a 
reliable source of potable water. For those of our 
members who already have rural or city water and 
have a concern about the electric cooperative po¬ 
tentially being involved in the water business, I do 
want to assure you that the water business will be 
separate and must stand on its own financially. 

Electric funds will not be used to operate a water 
system. We are interested in providing rural water 
to those areas that do not have it because we think 
that it is needed and no one else is stepping for¬ 
ward to get the job done. 

CREDIT CARDS 
A number of our members are students who 

attend SIU and most of them are not from the 
Carbondale area. Many of them arrange for ser¬ 
vice over the phone and sometimes it is a problem 
for them to get their deposits and connect fees to 
us in time to have the service connected before they 
arrive in town. To make it easier for some of them 
to make the required payments, we are going to 
accept credit card payments for deposits and con¬ 
nect fees as well as payment of a regular monthly 
electric bill. 

Now, before someone thinks that they can 
charge their monthly electric bill and build up fre¬ 
quent flyer points or other credits on their cards, 
let me hasten to add that there will be a service 
charge if you pay by credit card. As everyone should 
know, credit cards are not free to the businesses 
that accept them and our cost will be in the 2.5 
percent to 3 percent range, depending on volume. 
We will therefore add a surcharge in the appropri¬ 
ate amount to recover our costs because we do 
not believe it proper to ask those that pay cash to 
pick up the cost for those that prefer to use credit 
cards. 

We frankly do not expect a great deal of credit 
card volume, but will offer the service to those who 
find credit card convenience worth the extra sur¬ 
charge. We have not obtained the necessary equip¬ 
ment as yet, but hope to have a system in place by 
January 1, 1996. 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
As I discussed last month, the electric 

cooperatives in Illinois have established a memo¬ 
rial scholarship fund and will issue one $1,000 
scholarship to a son or daughter of a member who 
plans to further their education in the state of Illi¬ 
nois. Each cooperative will take applications from 
their members and a screening committee will se¬ 
lect one application to be forwarded to our state 
association where it will be judged against entries 
submitted by the 25 other cooperatives. We have 
no way of knowing how many applications will be 
received this first year, but it probably is a pretty 
sure bet that the competition will be a lot less than 
for other scholarships that might be available. 

If you have a son or daughter that is a senior 
and is a good scholarship candidate, please con¬ 
tact Brenda Cleland at our Steeleville office for in¬ 
formation and an entiy blank. We are making all 
of the high schools in our service area aware of the 
scholarship program, so your son or daughter can 
also get information from the school’s guidance 
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counselor. 
I am told that students do not really try for a 

lot of scholarships that are available, so maybe we 
moms and dads need to push a little when we know 
of a scholarship that is available. 

DIRECT BANK PAYMENT 
We have been looking into offering the service 

whereby those members whose meters we read 
could authorize direct payment of their electric bill 
out of their bank account. We would continue to 
mail the monthly bill, for information purposes, 
and on the tenth of the month or the next bank 

working day would withdraw the amount of the 
bill from their bank account. Thus, the member 
would not have to mail us a payment and could be 
assured that the bill was always paid on time, even 
if they were out of town. 

We plan to institute this service as soon as we 
can make the arrangements and do the necessary 
computer programming. We will include a stuffer 
with the monthly bill to notify the billed accounts 
when we are ready to start receiving direct bank 
payments. So, if you do not like the monthly bill 
paying ritual, you might think about signing up 
for this service when we make it available. 

Office closings 
Our offices will be closed on 

Monday, December 25, for Christmas 
and Monday, January 1, for New Year’s Day. 

Willie Wiredhand 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association 

10169 Old Highway 13 
Murphysboro, IL 62966 

684-2143 

Carbondale 

Bank of Carbondale 
216 E. Main 

First Bank 
1500 W. Main 

First National Bank & Trust 
509 S. University 

Murphysboro 

Magna Bank 
1301 Walnut 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neighbors 
to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday) call the office number nearest you: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 684-2143. 

After office hours: Steeleville area — Call 1 -800- 
606-1505 

Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 

calls after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers your map, 
section and house (or locat.) number as found on your 
billing statement. 
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ENERGY SAVERS 

Saving energy around the home 
Refrigerator/freezer 

• Don’t keep your refrig¬ 
erator or freezer too cold. 
Recommended tempera¬ 
tures: 38 degrees F to 40 
degrees F for fresh food com¬ 
partment of the refrigerator; 
5 degrees F for the freezer 
section. (If you have a sepa¬ 
rate freezer for long-term 
storage, it should be kept at 
0 degrees F, however.) 

• Regularly defrost 
manual-defrost refrigera¬ 
tors and freezers. Frost 
buildup increases the oper¬ 
ating time of the compres¬ 
sor and wastes energy and 
money. Never allow frost to build 
up more than one-quarter of an 
inch. 

• Make sure your refrigera¬ 
tor door seals are airtight. Test 
them by closing the door over a 
piece of paper or a dollar bill so 
it is half in and half out of the 
refrigerator. If you can pull the 
paper or bill out easily, the latch 
may need adjustment or the seal 
may need replacing. 

Laundry 
You can save considerable 

amounts of energy in the laun¬ 
dry through conservation of hot 
water and by using your auto¬ 
matic washers and dryers less 
often and more efficiently. 

• Wash most clothes in warm 
or cold water, rinse in cold. You’ll 
save energy and money. Use hot 
water only if absolutely neces¬ 
sary. 

Washing machines 
• Fill washers (unless they 

have small-load attachments or 
variable water levels), but do not 
overload them. 

• Don’t use too much deter¬ 
gent. Follow the instructions on 
the box. Oversudsing makes your 

machine work harder and use 
more energy. 

• Presoak or use a soak cycle 
when washing heavily soiled gar¬ 
ments. You’ll avoid two washings 
and save energy. 

Clothes dryers 
• Fill clothes dryers but do 

not overload them. 
• Keep the lint screen in the 

dryer clean. Remove lint after 
each load. Lint impedes the flow 
of air in the dryer, which makes 
your clothes take longer to dry 
and requires the machine to use 
more energy. 

• Keep the outside exhaust of 
your clothes dryer clean. Check 
it regularly. A clogged exhaust 
lengthens the drying time and 
increases the amount of energy 
used. 

• Dry your clothes in con¬ 
secutive loads. Stop-and-start 
drying uses more energy because 
a lot goes into warming the dryer 
up to the desired temperature 
each time you begin. 

Separate drying loads 
into heavy and lightweight items. 
Since the lighter ones take less 
drying time, the dryer doesn’t 
have to be on as long for these 

loads. Leave small, light¬ 
weight items until last. 

You may be able to dry 
them, after you turn off the 
power, with heat retained 
by the machine from earlier 
loads. 

• Save energy by using 
the old-fashioned clothes¬ 
line. As a bonus, clothes 
dried outdoors often seem 
fresher and cleaner than 
those taken from a me¬ 
chanical dryer. 

Ironing 
• Save energy needed for 

ironing by hanging clothes 
in the bathroom while you’re 
bathing or showering. The steam 
often removes the wrinkles for 
you. 

Bathroom 
• Take showers rather than 

baths, but limit your showering 
time and check the water flow if 
you want to save energy. It takes 
about 30 gallons of water to fill 
the average tub. A shower with a 
flow of 3 gallons of water a min¬ 
utes uses only 15 gallons in 5 
minutes. Assuming you use half 
hot and half cold water for bath¬ 
ing, you would save about 5 gal¬ 
lons of hot water every time you 
substitute a shower for a bath. 
Thus, if your substituted just one 
shower for one bath per day, you 
would save almost 2,000 gallons 
of hot water in a year. 

• Consider installing a flow 
controller in the pipe at the 
showerhead. These inexpensive, 
easy-to-install devices restrict 
the flow of water to an adequate 
3 to 4 gallons per minute. This 
can save a considerable amount 
of hot water and the energy used 
to produce it over a year’s time. 
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