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Members of the Egyptian Old Car Club are pictured shortly after the group organized in 1955. From left are 
Max Vaughan, Kenneth and Harold Etheridge, Harold Bean, Frank Beiswenger, George Theofanopoulos, Bob 
Raney, Orville Talbert and Kenneth Griffith. At the time this photo was made, the last couple of cars in the 
row were not antiques. 

Car club still rolling 
along after 39 years 

For some people, cars offer 
transportation and nothing 
more. For others, their cars 
make a statement about them. 
Members of the Egyptian Old 
Car Club have cars that make 
a statement, too. They speak 
sedately of days when an after¬ 
noon “motoring” in the coun¬ 
tryside was high adventure, and 
when a drive to visit friends or 

relatives a couple of towns away 
merited mention in the local 
paper. 

The Egyptian Old Car Club 
was formed in 1955, and one of 
the cars that was a “charter 
member” is still there. Half a 
dozen of the charter members of 
the club are also active: Otis 
Brach, Kenneth Griffith, Frank 
Beiswenger, Vernon Pottorff, 

Patrick Given and Kenneth 
Etheridge were all there when 
the club got rolling. Pottorff 
owns the only car still active 
with the club. 

When it was organized, the 
club had 34 members, and 
was sponsored by the Fairfield 
Chamber of Commerce to the 
tune of $100 a year. The first 
tour was to the Elm River bot- 

Member-Owned • Member-Controlled • Living Better Electrically • Member-Owned * Member-Controlled • Living Better Electrically 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/January 1994 12a 



Club members line up for a group photo. Front row from left are Dustin Bradham, Jason Phillips, Buddy Young, 
Ken Bradham, Ron Cummings, Ken Griffith, Ken Etheridge, Denver Mullins, David Bliss and Charles Wells. 
Back row from left: Darrin Bradham, Jim Baker, John Dosier, Charles Duckworth, Frank Beiswenger, Otis 
Brach, Vern Pottorff, Bob Howard, Robert Jones, Joe Phillips, Hubert Bliss and David Johnson. 

toms to hunt hickory nuts. 

There are 34 members now, and 

the club is an active one. Some 

80 percent or more of the club’s 

members attend meetings 
regularly. 

The cars are all nice, but not 

"show cars” in the strictest 

sense of the term, notes Denver 

Mullins ofMt. Vernon, president. 
"When you go to some shows, 

you often see signs that say, 'Do 

not touch’, and the cars are 

roped off so you can’t get near 

them. Ours aren’t like that. We 
enjoy having people enjoy the 

cars, and we just ask that they 

be careful with them." 

Robert Howell of Cisne, sec¬ 

retary, adds that club members 

occasionally take the cars out 

to nursing homes and give rides 

to patients who haven’t seen 

cars like these for years. "We’ve 

gone to some places," he says, 

"and when an older person 

would get back out of the car, 

they'd have tears in their eyes. 

They really bring back memo¬ 

ries for people who used to drive 

them regularly." 

Like most car clubs, EOCC 

sometimes takes a tour, con¬ 

voying down the road in a long 

string, allowing plenty of room 
between cars for hurrying 

motorists to get around. While 

touring, the group will have a 

service truck follow. If a car 

breaks down, the truck will tow 
it to the next town, where every¬ 

body pitches in to help repair it. 

Normally, half an hour is about 

as long as it takes, since older 

cars were designed for easy ser¬ 
vicing and repair. Kenny Griffith 

is the acknowledged Model T 

expert in the club, and David 

Johnson of Cisne is well-known 

locally as the man to see if your 
Model A goes on the fritz. 

The oldest car in the club, a 

1914 Model T Ford touring car 

belonging to Kenneth Etheridge, 

was built when there were 

far more miles of dirt road in 

America than gravelled ones, 

and when paved roads were 

about as common as airports. 

Motorists in those days were 

likely to hear shouts of "Get a 

horse!" every time they were 

stalled by the roadside, which 

was fairly often. Such cries were 

only partly in jest: horses pro¬ 
vided far more motive power 

than cars or trucks did. 

And there was still some ques¬ 

tion whether cars of the future 

would be powered by gasoline, 
electricity or steam. 

Etheridge’s car has all the old 

trappings you’d expect to find on 

a well-equipped 1914 horseless 

carriage. The entire radiator 
shell and many of the car's 

fittings are made of brass. The 

car has an ornate brass horn 

with a big rubber bulb for the 

driver to squeeze as a warning to 
the unwary, and acetylene head¬ 

lights were fitted to illuminate 

the road for night driving. The 

parking lights were also fueled 

by acetylene, which was gen¬ 
erated by mixing carbide and 

water, as was done with miners’ 

lamps. 

Henry Ford believed in the 

basics, and he built cars for a 
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Cars of the club line up for a modern portrait. In all, there are some 34 
active members, and attendance at club functions is regularly 80 percent 
of the total membership. 

couple of decades before he 
realized buyers wanted to know 
the temperature of the coolant 
in their radiators, so he didn’t 
provide a temperature gauge. 
Etheridge’s ‘14 has an after- 
market gauge built into the 
radiator cap, where many cars 
had their gauges in those days. 

As in most cars in 1914, 
starting was by the “armstrong" 
method, where someone with a 
strong arm cranked the beast. 
Water circulation for cooling 
was left to the phenomenon 
of “thermosyponing’’, and no 
water pump was provided. 

Early automobiles were called 
“horseless carriages’’ because 
they were at first just modified 
carriages rigged to provide their 
own motive power instead of 
being hooked to a horse or two, 
and as time went by. they came 
to look more like cars and less 
like carriages. 

While Ehteridge's ‘14 looks 
much like a carriage. Kenneth 
Griffith’s ‘15 Model T roadster 
looks more like a buckboard. 
Both were as close to the buggy 
as they were to the later auto¬ 
mobiles that followed. The 
evolution of Ford's cars can 
be followed through the club 
from the ‘14 up to a 1940 Ford 
coupe, which belongs to Robert 

Jones of Fairfield. 
During that evolution. Fords 

went from no fuel pump, with 
some cars having a vacuum 
tank to help get fuel from the 
under-the-seat fuel tank to the 
carburetor, to a cowl tank, 
where fuel was fed by gravity. 
They also went from gear- 
shifting through three foot 
pedals to a three-speed on the 
floor. 

During the same time frame, 
most of the less-expensive cars 
had no trunks. Such things 
could be bought as aftermarket 
items, and usually perched on 
the rear bumper. Some cars had 
a rack but no trunk. A popular 
aftermarket item for several 

years was a scissors-like ar¬ 
rangement that enabled the 
running boards to be used for 
external stowage. 

Spare tires were carried in dif¬ 
ferent places, always on the out¬ 
side of the car: often on one or 
both fenders, and sometimes 
above the rear bumper. With 
roads being what they were, and 
tires little more than those used 
on bicycles, it was often neces¬ 

sary to carry a couple. Cars 
of the Egyptian Old Car Club 
reflect the changes that came 
about at trunks becaine more 
common as an integral part of 
the car. and as the spare tire — 
only one — was moved into that 
trunk. A few of the cars have 
a rumble seat — sometimes 
known as a “mother-in-law 
seat” in the back of the car, 
where the trunk would be. 

While many of the cars in the 
club are Model Ts and other 
Fords, there are many other 
makes and models represented, 
too. All are interesting in their 
own right. Charles Wells has a 
fine 1935 Dodge pickup that still 
has its “A” gas ration sticker in 
the lower right corner of the 
windshield. During World War II 
when gas was strictly rationed, 
a driver with an A sticker was 
entitled to buy four gallons 
a week. The pickup, with its 
sticker, was used in the Madonna 
movie “In a League of Their 

Jim Baker, right, leans on his 1927 Model T roadster as he visits with 
other club members. 
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Own,” which dealt with efforts 

to get a womens’ baseball league 

going to replace male baseball 

players, many of whom had 

been swallowed up in the war 
effort. 

“I’m not all that proud that 

my pickup was in a movie,” 

Wells says, “but I was tickled to 

be paid $1,300.” 
Frank Beiswenger’s 1928 

Chevrolet is interesting in that 

Chevrolet, like many manufac¬ 

turers, tried to keep costs down. 

It was fairly common in the ‘20s 
for cars to have only one tail- 

light, and that was usually on 

the left rear fender. Beiswenger’s 

car has its taillight in the middle, 

over the spare tire. His car also 

boasts the “honeycomb” radia¬ 

tor that many cars had in those 

days, and it also had an after- 

market temperature gauge. 

Instead of wood or wire spokes, 
it boasted solid wheels. 

Joe Phillips of Fairfield, me¬ 

chanic for WWCEC, wanted 

an old car to work on, and he 

wanted something special. 

“I wanted a 1939,” he says, 

“because that’s the year I was 

born. 1 looked around and found 

one in pretty good condition. I’m 

really pleased with it.” 
By the time 1939 had rolled 

around, Ford had gotten the 

message: Joe’s car has a tem¬ 

perature gauge on the clean, 

uncluttered dashboard, along 
with a few other instruments. 

The engine had a fuel pump and 

a starter, and a three-speed 

transmission was provided, and 

there was a space built into the 
back of the car for a trunk. The 

car — Joe’s is a two-door — was 

completely enclosed. Joe’s has 

one more item that sets it aside 

from most: it has a spare tire — 
in the trunk — that was made 

during the few years that Ford 

built its own tires. 

Even though many people 

wanted enclosed cars, there 
were those who didn’t. Several 

of the cars are roadsters, which 

always seemed to have been in 

demand, and which are still in 

demand now. Jim Baker has 

one: a 1927 Model T, it was built 

the last year before Ford kicked 

off the 1928 model year with the 

Model A. Baker’s is as spiffy as 

any “Tin Lizzie” would have 
been the day it was rolled off the 

production line. 

There are several fine cars 

in the club. If you’re interested 

in having a look at one or more 
of them, contact one of the mem¬ 

bers. Following is a current 

list. Fairfield members are: 

Scottie DeWitt, Ron Lowery, 

Joe Phillips, Ralph Simms, 
Kenneth Griffith, Kenneth 

Bradham, Vern Pottorff, Otis 

Brach, Robert Jones, Hubert 

Bryant, Jack Davis, Frank 

Beiswenger, Voris Miller and 
Bill D. Musgrave. From Cisne 

are James Baker, Robert Howell, 

Greg Ray and David Johnson. 

Other members are: Paul, 

Hubert and David Bliss, Barnhill; 
J.C. DeWitt, Springerton; 

Denver Mullins, Mt. Vernon; 

Buddie Young, Mill Shoals; 

Charles Wells, Albion and 

Herman Calvert, Newton. 

SPECIAL 
Water heater 

52-gallon Freedom electric water heaters 
built by State Industries regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 
• R-20 insulation • The amazing Lime Eliminator — self-cleaning — 
• Eight-year warranty reduces lime buildup automatically 

Available at Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative office in Fairfield 
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comfortable home 
is at your feet. 

It’s a Geothermal System 

Install System: GT now and earn 

$1000 CASH 
REBATE 

call 
Wayne-White Counties 

Electric Cooperative 
for details (618) 842-2196 
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Sophomores, Juniors, Seniors Enter 
Win a Free Trip to Washington 

One boy and one girl will receive an expense paid trip 
to Washington, D.C., June 17-24, 1994. 

A boy and girl finalist will be selected from each of the 
following area high schools: Carmi, Cisne, Clay City, 
Edwards County, Fairfield, Grayville, McLeansboro, 
Norris City and Wayne City. (A minimum of 10 finalists 
will be selected.) 

The finalists will participate in “Illinois Rural Electric 
Youth Day,” April 13, 1994. 
Eligibility: 

Any high school sophomore, junior, or senior living 
within the Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 
service area is eligible. They need not live in a home 
receiving electricity from the Cooperative. 

Members of the immediate family of the board of 
directors, employees and winners of previous Washington, 
D.C., trips are not eligible. 
Topic: 

Rural health care. Form: 
Length — not less than 500 

nor more than 1,000 words. 
Typed on 8V2 x 11-inch paper, 
double-spaced and on one side 
only. Footnote information 
source. Number each page. Do 
not type your name on the 
essay; type it on a separate 
sheet. Preliminary judging will 
be made by number. 
Information: 

May be obtained from Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Coopera¬ 
tive office, Fairfield, Illinois, or 
schools in the cooperative area. 
Entry: 

Deliver the essay to the 
teacher in charge or mail to 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative, Drawer E, Fairfield, 
Illinois 62837, no later than 
March 11, 1994. 

Sponsored by 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 

Fairfield, Illinois 
Serving Rural America 

ESSAY DEADLINE 
Essays and entry blanks must be received by noon, March 11, 

1994. Enter now! 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative, P.O. Drawer E, 

Fairfield, Illinois 62837 
Please send an entry blank and information concerning this 

summer’s “Youth to Washington” essay contest. 

Name  Date  

Parent’s Name  

Address  

Telephone No.  Age  Sex; M F 

High School  Class Year  

The two students who represented WWCEC 
on the 1993 Youth Tour are pictured with 
Congressman Glenn Poshard. From left are 
Holly DeWitt of Springerton, Poshard and 
Jason Anselment of Dahlgren. 
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Essay Now 
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r Available from NETLINK 
Wayne-White Counties KCNC (Denver) Cl-04 

W £1 Electric Cooperative KMGH (Denver) Cl-06 
KRMA (Denver) Cl-12 

BASIC SERVICES KUSA (Denver) Cl-02 
KWGN (Denver) Cl-14 

Arts and Entertainment G5-23 
Cartoon Network Gl-08 
CNN G5-05 PREMIUM SERVICES 
Country Music Television F4-24 HBO East Gl-23 G5-15 
Discovery G5-12 West G5-08 
ESPN G5-09 
Family Channel G5-11 CINEMAX East Gl-19 

Headline News G5-22 West G5-16 
w 

Nashville Network G5-18 SHOWTIME East F3-15 G5-24 
< USA G5-19 West F4-20 
S3 WGN G5-07 DISNEY East G5-01 u u o [WTBS G5-06 West Gl-24 

HH 

> KTVT S3-05 FLIX Gl-10 a: Nickelodeon F4-03 w 
Nostalgia Gl-22 Any 1 — $ 7.95 Any 2 —$14.95 Any 3 — $20.95 

U Travel Channel F4-13 Any 4 — $27.95 Any 5 — $33.95 Any 6 — $34.95 
5? Weather Channel F3-13 
w WPIX S3-09 A LA CARTE SERVICES 

Learning Channel F3-02 
Black Entertainment G5-20 CNBC G5-13 $ .75 

MTV F4-17 TNT G5-17 Gl-17 3.00 
u 
HH Prime Network F3-11 AMC F4-01 2.00 

< VH-1 F4-23 
S3 
Q WABC (ABC New York) F2-04 PRIMETIME 24 $3.00 
W WRAL (CBS Raliegh) F2-02 
Q WXIA (NBC Atlanta) F2-12 WRAL F2-02 
Z 
< WSBK (Boston) S3-03 WABC F2-04 
SH 

X 
WWOR (New Jersey) Gl-15 WXIA F2-12 

u Lifetime F4-04 

$12.50 ECONOMY PACK w/NETLINK SAT SPORTS NETWORK $9.95 
15.70 BASIC w/NETUNK 

23.70 EXPANDED BASIC w/NETLINK ORBIT 1 Year Subscription $40.00 

SPECIAL 
Water heater 

52-gallon Freedom electric water heaters 
built by State Industries regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 
• R-20 insulation • The amazing Lime Eliminator — self-cleaning — 
• Eight-year warranty reduces lime buildup automatically 

Available at Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative office in Fairfield 
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NEWS 

Mark 
your 
calendar 

Electric Cooperative 
Wayne-WhUeO.^^ 

Fairfield Snu^unity “f* ^*‘0°l 

Registration begms atj P ^ 

Grand prizes-Electr 

Attendance prizes 
electric water heater 
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Electric heat tapes: potential fire hazard 
People who use electric heat 

tapes to prevent exposed water 
pipes from freezing are being 
cautioned by government safety 
experts to inspect the tapes for 
possible fire hazards. 

According to the U.S. Con¬ 
sumer Product Safety Commis¬ 
sion (CPSC), 500 house fires in 
the last seven years are believed 
to have been caused by electric 
heat tapes. Also known as pipe 
heating cables, heat tapes con¬ 
sist of two wires enclosed in 
molded plastic insulation that 
emit heat due to electrical cur¬ 
rent passing through the wires 
when the cable is plugged into 
an outlet. 

The tapes are commonly used 
in crawl spaces and in the sub¬ 
structure of homes and mobile 
homes and are usually energized 
after the first freezing tem¬ 
peratures. Some heat tapes are 
plugged in year-round and a 
thermostat located in the power 

supply cord of the heat tape 
turns on the tape whenever the 
outdoor temperature approaches 
freezing. CPSC reports that 
improper installation by con¬ 
sumers is a frequent cause of 
home fires. 

In one study of 35 fires, 
agency investigators learned 
that 40 percent of the heat tapes 
were “overwrapped,” that is, the 
tape was lapped over itself when 
the consumer installed the tape 
around the pipe. 

The agency offered these 
suggestions: 

• Inspect all heat tapes now 
or have a licensed electrician 
check them for proper instal¬ 
lation or deteriorated electrical 
insulation. Refer to any instal¬ 
lation instructions that accom¬ 
panied the heat tape when you 
bought it. 

• If you are purchasing new 
heat tapes or cables, know the 
diameter of the pipe you are 

protecting as well as the total 
length of the pipe. Manufac¬ 
turers normally suggest specific 
lengths of tape for certain pipe 
lengths and diameters. Match 
your needs to the heat tape you 
are buying. 

• Older heat tapes should be 
checked for bare wires or for 
cracks in the plastic insulation; 
in such cases, replace the heat 
tape immediately. 

• Not all heat tapes may be 
used on plastic pipes: check 
to make certain the heat tape 
you are using is recommended 
specifically for the plastic pipe in 
question. 

• Finally, manufacturers 
emphasize that heat tapes 
should never be used over the 
thermal insulation on a pipe or 
near flammable objects. Inspect 
previously installed tapes to 
make certain these fire hazards 
to not exist in your home. 

Dirty humidifiers may cause health problems 
Consumers should be alert to 

possible hazards resulting from 
dirty room humidifiers, ac¬ 
cording to the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC). The CPSC has found 
that bacteria and fungi often 
grow in the tanks of portable and 
console room humidifiers and 
can be released in the mist. 
Breathing dirty mist may cause 
lung problems ranging from flu¬ 
like symptoms to serious infec¬ 
tion. This information is of 
special concern to allergy or 
asthma sufferers whose symp¬ 
toms may be increased. 

Film or scum appearing on the 
water surface, on the sides or 
bottom of the tank, or on ex¬ 
posed motor parts may indicate 
that the humidifier tank con¬ 
tains bacteria or fungi. A crusty 
deposit or scale may also form 

with the tank or on parts in the 
water. 

Minerals can also be released 
in the mist and settle as fine 
white dust. This white dust may 
contain particles that are small 
enough to enter the lungs. The 
health effects from inhaling this 
humidifier dust are not clear; 
any impact on human health 
will depend upon the types and 
amounts of minerals found in 
the water used. 

CPSC recommends the fol¬ 
lowing precautions: 

• Do not allow film and scale 
to develop in your humidifier. If 
possible, change the water in 
your room humidifier daily. 
Empty the tank before you fill it. 
If the tank is not removable, 
clean it often according to manu¬ 
facturer’s instructions. 

• Use distilled or deminer¬ 

alized water in your room hu¬ 
midifier to reduce the buildup of 
scale and the release of dust; tap 
water contains more minerals. 

• Drain and clean the tank of 
your room humidifier before you 
store it. Clean it after summer 
storage. 

• Clean your room humidifier 
well and often during the heat¬ 
ing season. Be sure to unplug 
the humidifier before cleaning. 

• Maintain the relative hu¬ 
midity in your home between 30 
and 50 percent if possible. 
Humidity levels above 60 per¬ 
cent may allow moisture to build 
up and condense on surfaces, 
where bacteria and fungi can 
settle and grow. You can meas¬ 
ure humidity with an instru¬ 
ment called a hygrometer, 
available at your local hardware 
store. 
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Coping with a winter outage 
Winter outages can be mis¬ 

erable. It’s almost always dark, 
always cold, always dismal. Try 
as we might, they’ll always be 
with us. 

But a winter outage doesn’t 
have to be disastrous, and you 
can be relatively cozy if you do 
some planning and take a few 
precautions. 

When the power goes off, the 
first thing to do is disconnect 
those electric circuits that serve 
delicate electronic appliances 
and entertainment equipment. 
This will protect them from any 
surges that may occur when 
the power is restored. When it 
is restored, wait for 15 to 30 
minutes to ensure that the 
outage is over, then reconnect 
those circuits. 

And, if the lights go dim and 
stay that way, disconnect those 
circuits that serve motor op¬ 
erated appliances. Dim lights 
mean that the voltage coming 
into the home is not high 
enough to adequately serve 
motors — a low voltage situa¬ 
tion. Operating motors at low 

voltage may damage them. 

For warmth 

1. Several layers of light¬ 
weight clothing will keep a body 
warmer than one heavy piece. 

2. A backup heater can be 
used in good stead, but carefully. 
If the heater has a flame, ven¬ 
tilation must be provided. 

3. During an extended out¬ 
age, use one room (preferably 
one on the sunny side of the 
house with few windows) in 
the house to conserve as much 
heat as possible. Open curtains 
during the day and close them at 
night. 

For light 

1. Know where the flashlight 
and fresh batteries are. 

2. For safety, place lighted 
candles in containers such as 
coffee cans. 

3. Have extra lantern fuel on 
hand if lanterns are used for 
light. Refill the lanterns outdoors. 

For food 

1. Stock supplies of food such 

as canned meat, tuna, powdered 
milk and juices, cereal, peanut 
butter and crackers. 

2. Fill plastic jugs with water. 
3. Have throwaway plates, 

plastic silverware and a manual 
can opener on hand. 

During an extended outage 

1. Shut off the water supply 
(and the electricity to the pump, 
if you have one) and drain the 
system. Pour antifreeze into the 
plumbing fixtures in the bath¬ 
room and the kitchen. 

Have the following 
general items on hand 

1. Wind-up alarm clock 
2. Battery powered radio 
3. Extra blankets 
Prepare as if every winter 

outage will be a long one and 
you’ll not be caught short of 
creature comforts. You can 
be confident and rest assured 
that your employees will work 
around the clock to restore ser¬ 
vice to all members as quickly 
as possible. 

Members on life-support equipment 
The cooperative maintains a Life-Support 

Registry of members who are dependent upon 
electrically operated life-support equipment. But, 
unless we’re told, we have no way of knowing that 
your location should be in our registry. If someone 
in your residence uses life-support equipment, call 
the office and ask to be added. 

Of course, Wayne White Counties Electric can¬ 
not guarantee uninterrupted service so you must 
make arrangements to operate the equipment 
manually or with a generator. In the event of 
a power outage, notify our dispatcher of your 
medical emergency and our crews will make every 
reasonable effort to restore power on a priority 
basis to those location numbers listed in our Life- 
Support Members Registry. 

On the other hand, if your location was once 
included in our Registry and life-support equip¬ 
ment is no longer being used there, please let us 
know so that we can bring our list up-to-date. 
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YOUR NO. 1 GUIDE TO TV ENTERTAINMENT 

When you subscriber to satellite ORBIT 
through your Rural TV Cooperative 
you're getting: 

• Two magazines in one: full-color glossy section 
contains helpful and informative articles; newsprint 
log section provides one full month of listings 

— including movies, sports and special interest 

sections. 

• Customer privacy: Your name is not sold or put on 
mailing lists. 

• Vacation and seasonal hold service: Your RTC 

Cooperative can suspend your subscriptions to 

meet your travel needs. 

• A guide designed to fit your lifestyle. Because 

Satellite ORBIT is a monthly guide, you can plan 
your viewing and taping schedule for a whole month 

in advance. 

Satellite ORBIT and your Rural TV 
Cooperative — a winning combination! 

Special Offer Coupon 

15 Months of ORBIT for the price of 12 
It's a $74.25 Value for only $40. YOU SAVE $34.25! 

NAME:  

ADDRESS:  

CITY:  STATE:  ZIP:  

Please □ Start □ Renew my subscription to Satellite ORBIT. 
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE, AND RETURN, TO WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC. 
Coupon must be received by the 10th of the month in order to receive next month's issue. 

Special Offer Courtesy of Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Enclose payment and this coupon in envelope. Send to: Wayne-White Counties Electric, P.O. Box 3, Fairfield, IL 62837 

Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery of first issue. Regular subscription price for twelve issues is $52.00. Single copy price is $4.95. 
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Attend Wayne-White Counties Elect 
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 A Special Invitation  
Stop by our display and learn about our $100 
rebate on electric water heaters, and about our 
money-saving "Switch & Save" program. 

Member-Owned • Member-Controlled • Living Better Electrically • Member-Owned • Member-Controlled • Living Better Electrically 

12b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/April 1994 



Counties 
SERVICE 

Cooperative 57th Annual Meeting 

Entertainment by the Edwards 
County High School Show Choir 
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SPECIAL 
Water heater 

52-gallon Freedom electric water heaters 
built by State Industries regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 
• R-20 insulation • The amazing Lime Eliminator — self-cleaning — 
• Five-year warranty reduces lime buildup automatically 

Available at Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative office in Fairfield 

Available from 
Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 
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Arts and Entertainment 
Cartoon Network 
CNN 
Country Music Television 
Discovery 
ESPN 
Family Channel 
Headline News 
Nashville Network 
USA 
WGN 
WTBS 
KTVT 
Nickelodeon 
Nostalgia 
Travel Channel 
Weather Channel 
_WPIX 
Learning Channel 
Black Entertainment 
MTV 
Prime Network 
VH-1 
WABC (ABC New York) 
WRAL (CBS Raliegh) 
WXIA (NBC Atlanta) 
WSBK (Boston) 
WWOR (New Jersey) 

.Lifetime 

G5-23 
Gl-08 
G5-05 
F4-24 
G5-12 
G5-09 
05-11 
G5-22 
G5-18 
G5-19 
G5-07 
G5-06 
S3-05 
F4-03 
Gl-22 
F4-13 
F3-13 
S3-09 
F3-02 
G5-20 
F4-17 
F3-11 
F4-23 
F2-04 
F2-02 
F2-12 
S3-03 
01-15 
F4-04 

$12.50 ECONOMY PACK w/NETLINK 
15.70 BASIC w/NETLINK 

23.70 EXPANDED BASIC w/NETLINK 

NETLINK 

KCNC (Denver) Cl-04 
KMGH (Denver) Cl-06 
KRMA (Denver) Cl-12 
KUSA (Denver) Cl-02 
KWGN (Denver) Cl-14 

PREMIUM SERVICES 
HBO East Gl-23 G5-15 

West G5-08 

CINEMAX East Gl-19 
West G5-16 

SHOWTIME East F3-15 G5-24 
West F4-20 

DISNEY East G5-01 
West Gl-24 

FL1X Gl-10 

Any 1 — $ 7.95 Any 2 — $14.95 Any 3 — $20.95 
Any 4 —$27.95 Any 5 —$33.95 Any 6 — $34.95 

A LA CARTE SERVICES 
CNBC 05-13 $ .75 
TNT 05-17 01-17 3.00 
AMC F4-01 2.00 

PRIMETIME 24 $3.00 

WRAL F2-02 
WABC F2-04 
WXIA F2-12 

SAT SPORTS NETWORK $9.95 

ORBIT  . 1 Year Subscription $40.00 
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N E WS 

The men who make up They Race Cars, Inc., are pictured with a partially 
complete dragster frame. From left are Kirk Sanders, Rick Floyd and 
Dennis Lynch. 

Yes, they race cars 
A strange-looking car sits at 

the end of a long strip of asphalt, 
a skeletal framework with a 
driver’s helmet peeking up out 
of the middle, and enormous 
exhaust pipes belching smoke 
and noise. The driver gets the 
signal, and the car leaps for¬ 
ward, seemingly levitated out of 
the gate on a cushion of smoke 
and noise. 

A boy in a baseball uniform 
takes a stance, waiting for a 
pitching machine to throw 
another ball, so he can perfect 
his batting technique. 

There is an interesting com¬ 
bination involved in this inter¬ 
play, because both the car and 
the pitching machine are made 
by a McLeansboro firm. They 
Race Cars, Inc. 

Firms are named the way 
they are for any number of 
reasons. Many are simple and 
straightforward. “Joe’s Bar and 

Grill,” for example, is a simple 
statement of fact. Others are 
whimsical, while others are so 
symbolic as to be meaningless, 
except to those in the know. 
They Race Cars was named as a 
result of a series of questions and 
dubious remarks, notes Kirk 
Sanders, who owns the place. 

“I’ve had an auto service 
business here since 1974,” he 
says, “and I still do light auto¬ 
motive work and wheel align¬ 
ment and that sort of thing. But 
the name of the race car busi¬ 
ness came about a few years ago 
when I got started working a lot 
with race cars. There was a 
friend who came in often. He 
didn't have any idea what was 
going on. but the first thing he’d 
say when he came in was, ‘I 
don’t think that’s the way they 
do that’, or, ‘Is that the way they 
do that’? So when it came time 
to set up a separate name for the 

business, I decided to call it 
‘They’, That way, I could say, 
‘Yes, that’s the way they do 
that’. 

“When I set out to get the cor¬ 
porate papers,” he says, “the 
name They was already taken, 
so the legal name of the firm 
became They Race Cars, Inc.” 

At any rate, they do it that way 
now, and the way they do it is 
first class. The two-man shop 
turns out about a dozen drag¬ 
sters a year, and all have to be 
carefully inspected in order to 
ensure the safety of drivers 
engaging in a sport that has 
plenty of risks, even with the 
best of equipment. 

The shop, for the most part 
made up of Kirk and Rick Floyd, 
builds about a dozen machines 
a year, with part-time help from 
McLeansboro High School shop 
teacher Dennis Lynch. In ad¬ 
dition to helping around the 
shop. Lynch handles advertising 
and public relations, and de¬ 
livers some of the finished cars. 

Those machines are designed 
to do one thing and one thing 
only — to travel a quarter-mile 
distance in the shortest possible 
time. With that goal in mind, the 
cars are built as lightly as pos¬ 
sible, yet with as much strength 
as possible. 

“Cars are built to standards 
set by the National Hot Rod 
Association, or NHRA,” Kirk 
says, “and they’re welded up 
of tubing made from an alloy 
that includes chromium and 
molybdenum, called chrome- 
moly. We use the TIG (Tungsten 
Inert Gas) welding process, and 
before a car can be raced it has 
to be inspected by NHRA, and 
they do sonic tests to determine 
that we’ve used the right tubing 

(Continued on page 12b) 
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Jr. Dragsters are fast becoming part of the drag racing scene, and this is a beauty They Race Cars turned 
out. Eric Carter, son of Royce Carter, manager of marketing and member services for WWCEC, tries it on 
for size. 

(Continued from page 12a) 
in the right places, because 

tubing is sold in several diame¬ 

ters, and each diameter comes in 

several ‘wall’ thicknesses. You 
can’t cut back on weight by 

using a thin wall tubing, be¬ 

cause it’s not quite as strong. 

You have to meet the specifica¬ 

tions. After a car passes inspec¬ 
tion, they put a sticker on it 

that’s good for three years. They 

check the welds, too, to make 

sure the car’s as safe as it can 

be,” he adds. 
Once the frame is built, an 

enormous engine is stuffed in, 

and covered with an agglomera¬ 

tion of accessories that will give 

it more power. A rudimentary 
clutch and transmission assem¬ 

bly is added to get all that power 

moving, and it’s run to two wide, 

slick tires designed from the 

ground up to do nothing but 
provide traction on a smooth, 

dry strip. Since drag racing 

involves a short, straight-line 

trip, fuel and coolant are pro¬ 

vided in minimum quantities. 

This provides some safety for the 

driver and keeps weight down. 
The fuel tank is filled with a 

substance that prevents an 

explosion in the event that the 

tank is ruptured. 

Again because of the weight 

factor and the straight-line 

nature of the racing, steering 

apparatus is kept to a minimum. 

A segmented steering wheel is 

connected to two light wheels — 
little more than bicycle wheels 

— ‘way out in front, and that’s 

about all there is to a dragster. 

The shop also does some other 

work, including custom cars. 
‘‘We’re limited to about one 

project at a time because of 

space,” Kirk says, “and we nar¬ 

row frames, build in roll cages 

and that sort of thing.” 
Another part of the business 

that’s gaining in popularity 

is the Jr. Dragster, and They 

Racing Cars has built a few of 

the little beauties that would 

make just about any kid drool. A 

Jr. Dragster is built to rigid 
specifications too, and is de¬ 

signed to be operated by kids 

eight years old or older. 

Using a 5 hp engine and run 

on an eighth-mile track, the little 

beauties will turn out a re¬ 

spectable performance. 

And, of course, there are the 

pitching machines. In addition 

to turning out a fine stable of 
dragsters, the firm builds a 

baseball pitching machine for a 

St. Louis company. They deliver 

about 40 a year, and have about 

a dozen or so under construction 
at any given time. 

When it comes to improving 

batting skills or getting a short 

distance down a straight track in 

a hurry, this small McLeansboro 
firm has all the bases — or is it 

dragstrips — covered. 

Since Jr. Dragsters are designed for drivers eight years old and up, they naturally don't boast quite the 
horsepower the full-sized ones have. This is the engine installation. The smaller cars run on an eighth-mile track. 

Member-Owned • Member-Controlled • Living Better Electrically • Member-Owned • Member-Controlled • Living Better Electrically 

12b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/Mav 1994 



The answer to a 
comfortable home 

is at your feet. 

It’s a Geothermal System 

Install System: GT now and earn 

$1000 CASH 
REBATE 

call 
Wayne-White Counties 

Electric Cooperative 
for details (618) 842-2196 
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Available from 
Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 
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Arts and Entertainment 
Cartoon Network 
CNN 
Country Music Television 
Discovery 
ESPN 

U 
C/D 

< 
03 

Family Channel 
Headline News 
Nashville Network 
USA 
WGN 

OLWTBS 

KTVT 
Nickelodeon 
Nostalgia 
Travel Channel 
Weather Channel 
WPIX 
Learning Channel 
Black Entertainment 
MTV 
Prime Network 
VH-1 
WABC (ABC New York) 
WRAL (CBS Raliegh) 
WXIA (NBC Atlanta) 
WSBK (Boston) 
WWOR (New Jersey) 
Lifetime 

G5-23 
Gl-08 
G5-05 
F4-24 
G5-12 
G5-09 
G5-11 
G5-22 
G5-18 
G5-19 
G5-07 
G5-06 
S3-05 
F4-03 
Gl-22 
F4-13 
F3-13 
S3-09 
F3-02 
G5-20 
F4-17 
F3-11 
F4-23 
F2-04 
F2-02 
F2-12 
S3-03 
Gl-15 
F4-04 

$12.50 ECONOMY PACK w/NETLINK 
15.70 BASIC w/NETLINK 

23.70 EXPANDED BASIC w/NETLINK 

NETLINK 
KCNC (Denver) Cl-04 
KMGH (Denver) Cl-06 
KRMA (Denver) Cl-12 
KUSA (Denver) Cl-02 
KWGN (Denver) Cl-14 

PREMIUM SERVICES 
HBO East Gl-23 G5-15 

West G5-08 

CINEMAX East 
West 

Gl-19 
G5-16 

SHOWTIME East F3-15 G5-24 
West F4-20 

DISNEY East 
West Gl-24 

G5-01 

FLIX Gl-10 

Any 1 — $ 7.95 Any 2 - -$14.95 Any 3 — $20.95 
Any 4 —$27.95 Any 5 - - $33.95 Any 6 — $34.95 

A LA CARTE SERVICES 
CNBC G5-13 $ .75 
TNT G5-17 Gl-17 3.00 
AMC F4-01 2.00 

PRIMETIME 24 $3.00 
WRAL F2-02 
WABC F2-04 
WXIA F2-12 

SAT SPORTS NETWORK $9.95 

ORBIT 1 Year Subscription $40.00 

SPECIAL 
Water heater 

52-gallon Freedom electric water heaters 
built by State Industries regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 
• R-20 insulation • The amazing Lime Eliminator — self-cleaning — 
• Five-year warranty reduces lime buildup automatically 

Available at Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative office in Fairfield 
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Area youths represent WWCEC 
on * Youth to Springfield* day 

Wednesday, April 13th was ^Illinois Rural Electric and Telephone Youth 
Day,** a chance for 275 downstate Illinois students and chaperones to get a 
close-up look at state government in action. Ten area students representing 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative met with Representative Larry 
Hicks and Senator Bill 0*Daniel at the State Capitol in Springfield. Also during 
the day, the group toured the Capitol and met with Governor Jim Edgar. Guest 
speaker during a noon luncheon for the group was State Representative Dan 
Rutherford of Pontiac. In the afternoon the students also toured the Old State 
Capitol, the Illinois Supreme Court and Lincoln's home and neighborhood. 
Representing Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative were, front from 
left: Crystal Merritt of Fairfield, Kristy Garlick of Norris City, Emily Robbins 
of Fairfield, Martha Buester of Clay City, Jeremy Dozier of Enfield. Behind 
them, from left, are Matthew Hinterscher of Clay City, James Greenwood of 
Clay City, James Boren of Fairfield, Justin Talley of Norris City, Senator 
O'Daniel, and Judy Colyer and Royce Carter, chaperones of Wayne-White 
Counties Electric Cooperative. The day-long activities were sponsored by the 
electric and telephone cooperatives of Illinois. 
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Dale Warren, right, manager, congratulates three new directors elected to three-year terms on the cooperative's 
governing board. The elections were held Friday night, April 8, during the 57th annual meeting at the Fairfield 
High School. New directors to serve on the Wayne-White board are from left, James Deen of McLeansboro; 
Kent Henry of Clay City and John Dozier of Mill Shoals. 

No rate hike for '94; 
new directors elected 

No rate increase in 1994! That 
was the welcome news given 
to members of Wayne-White 

Counties Electric Cooperative 
attending the cooperative’s 57th 
annual meeting held Friday, 
April 8, at Fairfield High School. 
Some 800 members and guests 
heard the reports of officers and 
participated in the election of 
three new directors to serve on 
the cooperative’s governing 
board. 

In director balloting, Kent 
Henry of Clay City was elected to 
represent District 1, James Deen 
of McLeansboro was elected to 

represent District 7 and John 
Dozier of Mill Shoals defeated 
Roger Hubele of Enfield in 
a close election to represent 
District 5. 

Henry will take the seat va¬ 
cated by Larry Hosselton of Clay 

City who left the board after 18 

years of service. Dozier will take 
the seat vacated by Jerry Carter 
who has represented District 5 
for the past 18 years. Deen was 
elected to the seat being vacated 
by Robert Drake of McLeansboro 
who is leaving the board after 12 
years of service. Under Wayne- 
White bylaws, directors now 
serve only four three-year terms 
on the board of directors or a 
total of 12 years. 

Dale Warren, Wayne-White 
manager, made the announce¬ 

ment on stable rates through 
1994 in his annual report to 
members. He also reminded 
members of the many services 
offered by the cooperative to 
help members manage their cost 
of service and in some cases 
reduce their cost of service. As 
an example, Warren told the 
annual meeting audience that 
the Switch and Save water 

heater program has proven very 
successful and been adopted by 
a large number of members. 
Under the program Wayne- 
White Electric gives members a 
$3.00 per month credit on their 
electric bill if they allow the 
cooperative to put a radio control 
sv/itch on the water heater 
which can switch the heater off 
during hot summer days under 
peak load conditions. 

Another service available from 
the cooperative is energy re¬ 
source conservation loans of up 

to $5,000, Warren said. The 
loans are available to help 
members purchase geothermal 
heating and cooling systems 
to replace older inefficient 

furnaces. Warren said resource 
conservation loans are for a 
period of five years at ^interest. 

Warren said the geothermal 
heating and cooling system can 
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Trent and Kindra Henry helped WWCEC employees Royce Carter and 
Judy Colyer with the attendance prize drawings. 

provide an extraordinary energy 
saving investment with up to 70 
percent reduction in energy 
costs. He reminded members 
that during 1994 Soyland Power 
Cooperative and Wayne-White 
are offering a total rebate of 
$1,000 toward the cost of 
installation of a geothermal 
heating and cooling system. 

Outgoing board president 
Jerry Carter, in his final report 
to Wayne-White members, said 
that when he came on the board 
of directors in 1977 the country 
was facing an energy shortage 
and future supplies of electricity 
for Wayne-White’s membership 
were uncertain. “Adequate 
power supply now exists for 
not only the present needs of 
Wayne-White but for any growth 

we may experience,” Carter 
said. Carter said that over the 
past few years Wayne-White 
has expanded its services be¬ 
yond the distribution of elec¬ 
tricity to meet the needs of the 
membership. Among the ser¬ 
vices Carter listed were satellite 
television programming, low 
interest loans, rebates for geo¬ 
thermal heating and cooling 
systems and water heater load 
control devices. “In addition to 
these services, Wayne-White is 
actively working to bring about 
growth through economic de¬ 
velopment which would benefit 
all members of Wayne-White,” 
Carter said. Looking to the 
future. Carter said the coopera¬ 
tive will be required to build and 
replace lines adequate to meet 

the increasing demand of power 
even in the more sparsely popu¬ 
lated farming community. 

“As the small farms disappear 
from our landscape,” Carter 
said, “one large farm emerges 
with sophisticated feeding 
facilities, elaborate grain handling 
systems and a substantially 
increased load requirement 
for electrical service.” As an 
example of a maintenance and 
upgrading that president Carter 
spoke of, the cooperative in¬ 
vested more than $1,430,000 in 
its electric distribution system 
during 1993. The cooperative 
has maintained an aggressive 
maintenance program to service 
its equipment and lines to en¬ 
sure dependable service. 

Cooperative treasurer Richard 
Rubenacker of Dahlgren reported 
that Wayne-White Electric 
experienced an exceptionally 
successful year during 1993. 
“Because of the extreme weather 
conditions during the year, we 
sold about 14 million kilowatt- 
hours more than the previous 
year,” Rubenacker said. “As a 
result our revenues increased 
about $613,000 while our cost of 
power only increased a small 
amount.” 

Following the annual meeting 
of members the board of direc¬ 
tors met to reorganize for the 
coming year. Vernon Gwaltney 
of Fairfield was elected president 
and Curtis Endsley of Mt. Erie 
was elected vice president. Other 
officers elected were Rubenacker 
as secretary, Baumgart as 
treasurer, Jack Kelsey of Albion, 
assistant secretary and Dozier 
assistant treasurer. 

Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative serves approxi¬ 
mately 13,100 members over 
3,224 miles of energized line in 
mostly rural portions of Wayne, 
White, Edwards, Hamilton, 
Jefferson, Gallatin, Richard, 
Clay, Franklin and Marion 
counties. It has 45 local area 
employees. 
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SPECIAL 
Water heater 

52-gallon Freedom electric water heaters 
built by State Industries regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 
• R-20 insulation • The amazing Lime Eliminator — self-cleaning — 
• Five-year warranty reduces lime buildup automatically 

Available at Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative office in Fairfield 

Available from 
Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 
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Arts and Entertainment 
Cartoon Network 
CNN 
Country Music Television 
Discovery 
ESPN 
Family Channel 
Headline News 
Nashville Network 
USA 
WON 

OLWTBS 

KTVT 
Nickelodeon 
Nostalgia 
Travel Channel 
Weather Channel 
WPIX 
Learning Channel 
Black Entertainment 
MTV 
Prime Network 
VH-1 
WABC (ABC New York) 
WRAL (CBS Raliegh) 
WXIA (NBC Atlanta) 
WSBK (Boston) 
WWOR (New Jersey) 
Lifetime 

G5-23 
Gl-08 
G5-05 
F4-24 
G5-12 
G5-09 
G5-11 
G5-22 
G5-18 
G5-19 
G5-07 
G5-06 
S3-05 
F4-03 
Gl-22 
F4-13 
F3-13 
S3-09 
F3-02 
G5-20 
F4-17 
F3-11 
F4-23 
F2-04 
F2-02 
F2-12 
83-03 
Gl-15 
F4-04 

$12.50 ECONOMY PACK w/NETLINK 
15.70 BASIC w/NETLINK 

23.70 EXPANDED BASIC w/NETLINK 

NETLINK 
KCNC (Denver) Cl-04 
KMGH (Denver) Cl-06 
KRMA (Denver) Cl-12 
KUSA (Denver) Cl-02 
KWGN (Denver) Cl-14 

PREMIUM SERVICES 
HBO East Gl-23 G5-15 

West G5-08 

CINEMAX East Gl-19 
West G5-16 

SHOWTIME East F3-15 G5-24 
West F4-20 

DISNEY East G5-01 
West Gl-24 

FOX Gl-10 

Any 1 — $ 7.95 Any 2 — $14.95 Any 3 — $20.95 
Any 4 — $27.95 Any 5 — $33.95 Any 6 — $34.95 

A LA CARTE SERVICES 
CNBC G5-13 $ .75 
TNT G5-17 Gl-17 3.00 
AMC F4-01 2.00 

PRIMETIME 24 $3.00 
WRAL F2-02 
WABC F2-04 
WXIA F2-12 

SAT SPORTS NETWORK $9.95 

ORBIT 1 Year Subscription $40.00 
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Youth to Washington Tour 

Award-winning essays 
Stephanie Hughes 
McLeansboro High School 

For the past several years, 
there has been concern about 
access to health care in rural 
Illinois. Many problems plague 
the rural health care system. In 
this essay, I discuss three of 
these problems; high medical 
insurance rates, emergency 
room misuse, and Medicaid. I 
also offer these possible solutions. 

All physicians pay enormous 
fees in malpractice liability 
costs. It is inevitable, then, that 
a great part of these costs is 
passed on to the patient. Part of 
the reason insurance costs are so 
high is the large amount of 
malpractice lawsuits. The in¬ 
creasing costs of malpractice 
liability insurance do affect a 
physicians decision to practice 
in rural areas. 

According to the 1990 Illinois 
Rural Health Task Force Report: 
“In 1986, the Illinois Depart¬ 
ment of Public Health surveyed 
physicians to determine reasons 
for discontinuing obstetrical ser¬ 
vices in Illinois. The majority 
who stopped providing obstet¬ 
rical care had been in practice 
for more than 25 years and the 
elimination of obstetrical care 
had occurred steadily over a 
period of years. 

The reasons identified for a 
physician’s decision to withdraw 
from practice were the high cost 
of liability insurance, fear of 
a malpractice suit, personal 
preference and psychological 
stress.” A cap on malpractice 

Stephanie Hughes 

lawsuits could eliminate a finan¬ 
cial disincentives for physicians 
to practice in rural Illinois. 

Also, another aspect of mal¬ 
practice lawsuits is court costs. 
If the defendant, or physician, 
were found not guilty, and the 
plaintiff was made to pay court 
costs, minor malpractice nu¬ 
ances would be discouraged. 
Physicians cannot afford to pay 
huge insurance and court costs, 
and we cannot afford to lose 
good physicians because of 
excess malpractice lawsuits. 

The misuse of emergency 
room facilities is another expen¬ 
sive problem in the rural health 
care systems. Emergency room 
service is meant for just that: 
emergencies. Many people avoid 
doctor’s office visits by going 
to the emergency room for 
such minor ailments as low 
fevers and slight colds. This 

is expensive because emergency 
room facilities are costly to 
maintain for real emergencies, 
let alone blatant misuse. I be¬ 
lieve that if there was a $10 
cash co-payment on-site for all 
treatments, unnecessary emer¬ 
gency room treatments would 
slow drastically. 

A last area that needs to 
be considered for reform is 
Medicaid. There is a myriad of 
ways for total reform to come 
about: I will touch on three. 
First, co-payments on everything, 
including drugs, treatment, and 
office visits, would provide a 
negative incentive for misuse. 
Secondly, many Medicaid re¬ 
cipients have children, and 
receive welfare checks for the 
care of those children. To insure 
that these children are as 
healthy as possible, welfare 
checks could be withheld until 
children are immunized and 
given well-baby checks. The 
immunizations and baby checks 
cost little or nothing, so time is 
all that is needed to provide 
these children with the services 
they need and deserve. 

If Medicaid parents had a 
strong incentive for obtaining 
these services for their children, 
(such as withheld welfare 
checks), more children would be 
immunized and checked. When 
these precautions diminish 
costly childhood sicknesses, 
rural hospitals will save money. 
A third possibility is assigning 
a personal physician to each 
Medicaid patient. Physicians 

(Continued on page 12b) 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
would have to cooperate by 
accepting Medicaid patients, but 
it would help the rural health 
care system as a whole by 
cutting emergency room visits 
and needless spending caused 
when Medicaid patients don’t 

Justin Talley 
NCOE High School 

Communities across the coun¬ 
try are facing the crisis of finding 
primary health care and access 
to hospitals. Many hospitals in 
rural areas are in financial 
difficulties and the chance of 
recovery is looking grim. For 
some hospitals in these area the 
only solution is to close down. 
This leaving the communities 
that have private clinics to rely 
on them, and many are already 
overloaded. Those that do not 
have clinics are having hard 
times finding physicians to 
practice in their community. 
Many communities are in des¬ 
perate need of physicians, and 
the people must work with 
the government to fill these 
vacancies. 

There have been mixed re¬ 
ports on the suggestion that 
there will be a shortage of physi¬ 
cians in the future. Some believe 
there will even be a surplus of 
doctors, but there is no con¬ 
troversy about the dispersal 
of physicians. According to a 
recent study small rural com¬ 
munities have a physician- 
to-population ratio of 53 per 
100,000, compared to 163 per 
100,000 for the nation. 

Fully one quarter of the U.S. 
population — and one third of its 
elderly — live in rural America. 
Yet only 12 percent of active 
doctors work in rural areas. 

The chance of recovery in the 
future is looking worse. Only 14 
percent of medical students plan 
to work as family physicians. A 
study by the NRHA predicts 
that the number of rural prac¬ 
titioners could drop 25 per- 

have a personal physician. 
In conclusion, the problems 

that tear away at the rural health 
care system are expensive 
problems. Capping malpractice 
lawsuits and doing away with 
emergency room and Medicaid 
misuse will help eliminate ex- 

Justin Talley 

cent within the next five years. 
Also the government has desig¬ 
nated 1,944 communities in 
need of primary medical care. 
Communities are trying dif¬ 
ferent things to attract physi¬ 
cians to their town. Some are 
lending money for their educa¬ 
tion if they stay for a certain 
amount of time. Usually it is 
around five years. Other towns 
advertise what their town has to 
offer for them. 

Access to hospitals or clinics is 
the biggest problem with the 
lack of physicians in rural areas. 
One study by the National 
Association of Community 
Health centers reports that 
almost 20 percent of the people 
in Illinois have poor access to 
primary care, and it would take 
750 primary care physicians to 
serve these underserved areas. 
The ramifications of these num¬ 
bers are considerable due to the 
lack of immediate attention in 

cessive costs. Once this financial 
draining of our health care sys¬ 
tem has ceased, our system will 
not only be more efficient, but 
will serve the people of rural 
communities better. 

emergency situations. 
One major cause for the short¬ 

age of physicians is the long 
hours and low pay. Many rural 
doctors are on call 24 hours a 
day with little or no chance of 
vacation. In a survey by the 
Illinois Farm Bureau, 85 percent 
of the respondents were con¬ 
cerned about the quality of 
health/medical care in their 
community, but 54 percent 
would vote against an increase 
in local taxes to provide more/ 
better health care. This shows 
that some communities are 
not ready to spend the needed 
amount for a hospital or clinic. 

Malpractice premiums are 
another big problem for rural 
communities. Primary care 
physicians have a higher pre¬ 
mium than do specialists. The 
annual premium for malpractice 
has increased 44 percent be¬ 
tween the years 1982 and 1984. 
Obstetric care premiums are so 
high that many physicians have 
stopped delivering babies. 

There is no one solution in 
acquiring a physician, but rather 
a combination of solutions. One 
solution communities have tried 
is to give scholarships or finan¬ 
cial aid to students in return for 
their services for a set amount of 
time. It has been done at state 
and county levels. There have 
been some problems because it 
is a short benefit and is less than 
granting assistance to medical 
school graduates. 

Another solution would be to 
give special benefits to those 
students who would provide 
primary care. This could en¬ 
courage students to lean toward 
primary car. One logical solution 
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The answer to a 
comfortable home 

is at your feet. 

It’s a Geothermal System 

Install System: GT now and earn 

$1000 CASH 
REBATE 

call 
Wayne-White Counties 

Electric Cooperative 
for details (618) 842-2196 

would be to raise local taxes to 
pay for additional salary. Tax 
money could also help for the 
start up of a clinic. The cost to 
start up a clinic can cost up to 
200,000 dollars. Also physicians 
turn down offers to work in rural 
areas because of the higher mal¬ 
practice premiums. If the gov¬ 

ernment could help pay for the 
malpractice premiums it would 
enable physicians to start obstet¬ 
ric service and reduce a major 
expense for them. 

There is no easy solution to 
the problem, but with willing 
communities and help from the 
state, major changes could be 

made, such as raising local taxes 
for rural health care, and help 
with malpractice premiums for 
primary care physicians. This 
problem is not going away and 
the only way to solve it is to 
restructure the current plan. 
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SPECIAL 
Water heater 

52-gallon Freedom electric 
water heaters built 
by State Industries 

regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 
• R-20 insulation 
• Five-year warranty 

• The amazing Lime Eliminator — 
self-cleaning — reduces lime buildup 
automatically 

Available at Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative office in Fairfield 

Member-Owned • Member-Controlled • Living Better Electrically * Member-Owned • Member-Controlled • Living Better Electrically 

12d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/July 1994 



WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS • 618-842-2196 

NEWS 
It’s Peak Alert time! 

Most members are familiar 
with the term peak demand and 
have some general idea that it 
affects the cost of electric service. 
But just what is peak demand 
and how does it work to drive up 
the cost of providing electric ser¬ 
vice today? 

Peak demand is, very simply, 
the greatest use of electricity in 
any given period. Every day has 
a peak demand, and so do every 
month and every year. In some 
cases the peak demand doesn’t 
get very high at all; demand for 
electric power stays fairly con¬ 
stant. 

But sometimes, especially 
during hot summer afternoons 
and evenings, peak demand sky¬ 
rockets. That’s when it becomes 
a concern. 

The concern isn’t in whether 
the demand can be supplied; 
usually a utility has enough gen¬ 
erating capacity to meet the de¬ 
mands of its members. The real 
concern is in the cost of supply¬ 
ing peak demands, because dif¬ 
ferent kinds of generating plants 
using different kinds of fuels are 
used for different needs. 

For instance, there are some 
large generating plants which 
produce great quantities of elec¬ 
tricity almost all the time. These 
are termed base load plants. 
They are capable of operating on 
a 24-hour per day, seven day per 
week basis, and can satisfy the 
typical demands for electricity. 
Because of the size of these 
plants, they are the most expen¬ 
sive to construct. But they also 
use the lowest cost fuels, and are 
less expensive to operate on a 
day-to-day basis. These plants 
are also the most reliable, effi¬ 

cient generation stations on a 
system. 

During times when base-load 
generation isn’t quite enough to 
satisfy electric demand, “inter¬ 
mediate” plants are put into ser¬ 
vice. These are often older gen¬ 
eration plants which once served 
as base-load capacity, but 
through age and technological 
advancements are now less effi¬ 
cient than newer generating fa¬ 
cilities. These intermediate 
plants often run at half capacity, 
rather than at full production 

capability, just to make up the 
difference between demand and 
base-load production. 

When demand becomes very 
high, “peaking plants” are put 
into service. These units gener¬ 
ally operate on expensive oil or 
diesel fuel. They rarefy generate 
large quantities of power, but 
they have one great advantage 
over intermediate and base load 
plants. Due to the fuels used, 
they can go on line—or begin gen¬ 
erating—almost at a moment’s 
notice. 

Getting the generating equip¬ 
ment operating and producing 
electricity quickly is a very im¬ 
portant factor in meeting peak 
demand, because sometimes de¬ 
mand increases very rapidly, and 

failing to meet it could cause an 
entire system to go into blackout. 
But it can also be a very expen¬ 
sive element in the cost of pro¬ 
ducing electricity, especially op¬ 
erating oil or diesel units. 

These peaking plants are 
used only during times of exces¬ 
sive demand or when another 
major unit fails. But, much like 
an automobile that is driven only 
on Sundays, that unit still has 
to be paid for, in full. And those 
fuels that allow quick startup at 
critical times—oil and diesel—are 
also the most expensive fuels to 
use in generating electricity. 

Peak demand also makes it 
necessary for transmission lines 
and substations to be able to de¬ 
liver enormous amounts of elec¬ 
tricity when necessary, although 
that ability isn’t always needed. 
Allowing for that added capacity 
makes the planning, design and 
construction of these facilities 
more expensive. 

You can help avoid contrib¬ 
uting to peak demand and help 
your cooperative control costs by 
cutting back on electric use dur¬ 
ing peak alert times. This year we 
are asking you to tune to your 
local radio station when the heat 
begins to rise. When you hear an 
actual peak alert, please curtail 
or put off non-essential electric 
usage until after peak hours— 
usually afternoon hours from 3 
to 6 p.m. This year’s peak en¬ 
ergy usage period began on June 
15 and will continue through 
September 15. 

Your assistance with the 
peak alert program contributes 
to our efforts to stabilize rates in 
the future, and we appreciate 
your help. It benefits all of us. 
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Make summertime 
a safe time 

with electricity 

Electricity is a summertime 
servant that helps make many 
outdoor activities more enjoy¬ 
able. But being outdoors around 
electricity means that you must 
be constantly aware of hazards 
caused by carelessness with elec¬ 
tricity. The following information 
may help you develop an aware¬ 
ness of electricity while outdoors. 
Please remember that electricity, 
if not treated with respect, can 
cause serious problems. 

Children’s safety — School 
children are on vacation, so they 
spend more time outdoors. It’s a 
good time to talk with your chil¬ 
dren about safety around elec¬ 
tricity. Remind them to never fly 
kites or model airplanes near 
power lines. If there are trees that 
the children climb in, look for 
power lines located in or close to 
the tree’s branches. Branches 
bent with the weight of a child 
could possibly contact a power 
line and result in a serious or fa¬ 
tal electrical shock. 

Thunderstorms — Summer 
is the thunderstorm season. 

These storms can produce high 
winds, heavy rains and lightning. 
Power outages can occur when 
trees and tree limbs touch or fall 
on power lines and should be re¬ 
ported to your co-op as soon as 
possible. Do not go near downed 
or low-hanging power lines; leave 
that to co-op personnel. Avoid 
stepping into puddles of water 
that have fallen electrical lines in 
them. Lightning is a deadly sum¬ 
mertime event. If you’re swim¬ 
ming and a lightning storm ap¬ 
proaches, quickly leave the wa¬ 
ter. Avoid being the tallest object 
in the landscape and don’t stand 
near lone trees or towers. Pro¬ 
tected buildings and vehicles are 
the safest places to be. 

Sailing — A breeze and a 
wide lake or river makes sailing 
such an enjoyable activity. But a 
skipper needs to watch out for 
overhead power lines when he 
steps his mast, launches his boat 
and while sailing in unfamiliar 
waterways. Many sailboat masts 
are aluminum, which is a good 
conductor of electricity. 

Swimming — Swimming 
pools can be lots of fun, but re¬ 
member that water is an excel¬ 
lent conductor of electricity. It’s 
wise to keep electrical appli¬ 
ances, such as tape players and 
radios, a safe distance from the 
water. And during pool cleaning 
chores, watch out for overhead 
power lines while using your 
long-handled equipment. If you 
have power lines close to the 
pool, notify your co-op to deter¬ 
mine if there is a safety hazard. 

Outdoor chores — If you use 
electrical equipment for chores 
around the home or yard, make 
sure they’re properly insulated 
and grounded. Extension cords 
shouldn’t be frayed or have ex¬ 
posed wires. Be careful if you use 
a metal ladder. It conducts elec¬ 
tricity easily. When erecting TV 
or CB antennas, make sure they 
can’t contact a power line if they 
should fall. 'In rural areas, be 
careful when handling irrigation 
pipe or tall equipment near power 
lines. 
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Power outages can 
frustrate personal 

computer users 

If you own a personal com¬ 
puter, you have probably experi¬ 
enced the frustration of having 
your power supply suddenly 
flicker or go off completely with a 
resulting loss of data. 

Rapid changes in the amount 
of electricity going into your com¬ 
puter can result in damaged cir¬ 
cuitry, loss of important data and 
plenty of aggravation. 

What can you do to protect 
your computer equipment from 
power fluctuations and outages? 

There is equipment available 
for home (or office) use that is de¬ 
signed to eliminate or filter out 
surges of electricity or provide a 
back-up supply of power should 
your power go off. 

Protector or suppressor de¬ 
vices provide protection from 
brief but intense voltage in¬ 
creases (often called spikes or 
surges). It’s this type of equip¬ 
ment that may save your 
computer’s life should a lightning 
bolt hit nearby and enter your 
home’s wiring system. 

According to a computer 
sales/service/applications com¬ 
pany, a surge protector’s “re¬ 
sponse time” to incoming power 
surges is a critical factor to con¬ 
sider when choosing a unit. The 
faster the response time, the bet¬ 
ter the unit is at preventing the 
power surge from entering your 
computer and causing damage. 
Also consider the amount of 

power the unit can dissipate 
when a surge occurs. Cheaper 
units that can’t handle higher 
surge levels may not provide the 
protection you need. Some qual¬ 
ity units can handle as much as 
2,000 amps for one millisecond. 
Surge protectors can vary in 
price from $40 to over $120. 

But it’s the loss of data, not 
equipment damage, that most 
often causes concern among 
computer operators. 

If you can’t shut down your 
home computer during periods 
when power interruptions are 
likely (such as during intense 
lightning storms), then an 
Uninterruptible Power Supply 
(UPS) system may be for you. A 
UPS system operates with a bat¬ 
tery backup that supplies instant 
power to your computer should 
the outside voltage suddenly 
drop. Because the backup sys¬ 
tem takes over quickly, your 
computer doesn’t notice. The 
batteries normally supply 
enough power to continue oper¬ 
ating 15 to 20 minutes, but each 
system’s reserve time will vary. 
Battery backup systems can cost 
$400 to $2,000. 

Some additional thoughts. If 
the expense of a battery backup 
system is too much for your bud¬ 
get, consider copying your data 
frequently. Then, if the power 
does go off you lose only that por¬ 
tion of your data which has not 
been copied. If the data you’re 
putting into your home computer 
is extremely important, make 
copies of it on a separate disk and 
place it in a proper storage facil¬ 

ity- 
If you’re thinking about pur¬ 

chasing a surge protector or bat¬ 
tery backup system for your 
home computer, make sure the 
equipment you choose meets the 
precise needs of your computer. 

If power surges and outages 
concern you, surge protectors 
and battery backup systems may 
be just the thing your computer 
needs for important protection. 
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SPECIAL 
Water heater 

52-gallon Freedom electric 
water heaters built 
by State Industries 

regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 

• R-20 insulation • The amazing Lime Eliminator — 
• Five-year warranty self-cleaning — reduces lime 

buildup automatically 

Available at Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative office in Fairfield 
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Dale Warren, left, WWCEC manager, presents Cot 
with a certificate in appreciation of his many years 
of service to the cooperative. 

Cot and his wife, Doris, enjoy their cake at his re¬ 
tirement party. They’ve been married nearly 55 
years. 

‘Cot” Venters retires after 50 years 
Fifty years of working with 

electricity was enough for Will¬ 
iam Alfred Venters, better known 
as “Cot,” who recently retired 
from his duties as McLeansboro 
area serviceman. 

Cot signed on with the coop¬ 
erative in 1944. He worked nine 
months and then went to work 
for the City of Fairfield for four 
years. In August, 1948 he went 
back to work for the co-op as a 
construction lineman. 

In 1951, Cot became the first 
serviceman for the McLeansboro 
area. Since that time Cot has 
worked more storms than he can 
count. 

Cot has been married to the 
former Doris Williams for nearly 
55 years. They have two daugh¬ 
ters, Linda Sue Johnson and 
Doris June Smith, both of 
McLeansboro. They have five 
grandchildren and five great¬ 
grandchildren. 

A reception was held for Cot 
July 8, at the cooperative office. 
During the reception several 
workers related different experi¬ 
ences while working with Cot 
through the years. 

Cot told the group he loved 
his job and will miss his co-work¬ 
ers. “If the next 73 years are as 
easy as these, I’ve got it made,” 
he said. 

White is new area serviceman 
Jerry White has been pro¬ 

moted to foreman as serviceman 
in the McLeansboro area. The 
position was previously held by 
Alfred “cot” Venters, who recently 
retired. 

White began working at the 
co-op as an apprentice-lineman 
in 1989. He was promoted to 
journeyman-lineman in 1990. 

White has expressed his de¬ 
sire to serve the members of the 
co-op to the best of his abilities. 

Members an contact him at home 
when they service requests. His 
phone number is 643-2871. 
White was born in McLeansboro, 
a son of Ralph and Mae White. 
He attended schools in Hamilton 
County and attended college for 
one year at Kaskaskia College, 
received a bachelor of science 
degree from Eastern Illinois Uni¬ 
versity at Charleston and com¬ 
pleted several hours of continu¬ 
ing education at Rend Lake Col¬ 

lege. 
White is married to the 

former Leesa Kennedy of 
Dahlgren has has two children, 
Katie, 11, and Eric, 5. 

He is on the economic devel¬ 
opment commission board for 
Hamilton County, is a member 
of the Kiwanis Club and is active 
in community projects that ben¬ 
efit the residents of Hamilton 
County. 
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Low voltage/brownout 
There are many causes for a low-voltage or 

brownout situation. The most common is a loose 
neutral wire on the member’s side of the meter. Low- 
voltage on only one circuit in the home will almost 
certainly be caused by a loose neutral connection 
in that circuit and not necessarily at the breaker 
panel. A major reason for low-voltage from the util¬ 
ity side of the meter is lightning-caused damage to 
various pieces of our equipment. 

A brownout condition is easy to recognize. The 
lights will suddenly grow dim and stay that way. A 
natural, first inclination is to wait a few minutes 
for the lights to brighten up and all will be well. 

Not so. While the lighting apparatus will not 
be harmed (see box below), any motor in any ap¬ 
pliance could be if it is allowed to run during this 
situation. They will not be getting enough power 
to operate normally. Our advice is to immediately 
unplug or shut off any automatic, motor-operated 
appliance then call the office at 1-618-842-2196 
to report the occurrence and to determine if the 
cause is from outside or from inside the home. Do 
not attempt to use any motor-driven appliance 
until the lights come back to full brilliance and 
remain so for at least five minutes. 

Low voltage: 
WILL NOT DAMAGE MAY DAMAGE MOTORS IN 
Lights Air Conditioners Furnaces 
Stoves Computers Garage door openers 
Toasters Compactors Hair dryers 
Water heaters Dehumidifiers Pumps 

Dishwashers Refrigerators 
Disposers TVs 
Dryers VCRs 
Freezers Washers 

What if you’re not home when this condition 
occurs? Automatic protection is available. Many 
home-centers stock a plug-in device called a motor 
controller into which an appliance is plugged. The 
controller protects the motor against low-voltage 
brownouts, high-voltage surges and controls the 
amount of electricity the motor uses under varying 
conditions thus saving electricity. 

The protector continually monitors the voltage 
on the circuit and, if a low-voltage situation occurs, 
it will shut off the power to the appliance. The pro¬ 
tector will not let the motor operate until five min¬ 

utes after it senses that the voltage has returned 
to an acceptable level. 

It is recommended that all appliances and 
pieces of home-entertainment equipment have a 
plug-in surge protector, so the motor controller 
serves this function also. 

If you’re concerned about high-voltage surges 
coming into your home on the power lines and 
damaging the delicate electronics in your appli¬ 
ances and home entertainment equipment, look 
for a surge-protection device at your local build¬ 
ing-supply store. 

Members on life-support equipment 
The cooperative maintains a 

Life-Support Registry of mem¬ 
bers who are dependent upon 
electrically operated life-support 
equipment. But, unless we’re 
told, we have no way of knowing 
that your location should be in 
our registry. If someone in your 
residence uses life-support 
equipment, call the office and ask 

to be added. 
Of course, Wayne-White 

Counties Electric cannot guaran¬ 
tee uninterrupted service so you 
must make arrangements to op¬ 
erate the equipment manually or 
with a generator. In the event of 
a power outage, notify our dis¬ 
patcher of your medical emer¬ 
gency and our crews will make 

every reasonable effort to restore 
power on a priority basis to those 
location numbers listed in our 
Life-Support Members Registry. 

On the other hand, if your 
location was once included in our 
Registry and life-support equip¬ 
ment is no longer being used 
there, please let us know so that 
we can bring our list up-to-date. 
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Before you build or 
look up and down 

With summer slipping away, many of us are 
planning to plant trees or begin construction 
projects. Please, for your sake and ours, stop and 
take time to look up and down. 

when you are trying to determine the best place 
to plant shade trees or construct a building, you 
need to ascertain the location of the power lines. 
The overhead lines are easily seen but more and 
more utility lines are being placed underground. 
Although the underground line is usually marked 
with sign, when in doubt call us. 

All too often your cooperative comes upon situ¬ 
ations that can cause serious problems or even 
worse, horrible injuries or death. A building con¬ 
structed under or adjacent to power lines is a 
deadly accident waiting to happen. 

A tree planted near a power line will have to be 
trimmed or cut to be kept clear of the high-voltage 
lines. Children will probably climb that tree some¬ 
day and easily be within reaching distance of these 
same power lines. 

Also, consider and avoid power lines when 
planning new buildings. The National Electric Code 
has some very definite guidelines for safe clear¬ 
ance. If a building must be built in the area of power 
lines, at least maintain the recommended clear¬ 
ances. Personnel from our engineering department 
will be glad to meet with you to discuss these code 
requirements. 

The use of the building should also be consid¬ 
ered. Grain storage requires augers or elevators 
that are higher than the lines and are frequently 
moved. Contact with power lines while moving 
augers or elevators is the most common cause of 
electrocution on the farm. 

Another common cause of expensive electrical 
outages are “dig-ins.” Whenever digging is required 
near the area of underground electrical conduc¬ 
tor, please call the cooperative. We will locate our 
wire and mark it so it can be avoided. 

Remember, when you have a contractor hired 
to dig water lines, foundations or septic lines, be 
sure you or the contractor contact our office. There 
is no charge for this location but we do need ample 
time, at least 24-48 hours, to arrange the work. 
Accidentally striking an underground utility line 
can be extremely hazardous — and expensive. If 
you are lucky enough to walk away from such an 
accident, there will still be an expensive repair bill. 

Don’t take chances — look up and down as 
you plan your tree planting, buildings, or the move¬ 
ment of your machinery. A little extra time in plan¬ 
ning can very easily prevent a disabling injury or 
death to a member of your family. The proper lo¬ 
cation of trees will provide many years of enjoy¬ 
able shade without an electrical hazard or the ne¬ 
cessity of trimming or cutting. 

Time spent planning is time well spent. 

Faucet aerators easy to 
install and saves money 

A simple, low-cost gadget that can cut power 
costs is the faucet aerator. 

It is as easy to install on a kitchen or bath¬ 
room faucet as a replacement showerhead. The 
principle is a simple one. By mixing the water flow 
with air (aerating), this little device can conserve 
surprising amounts of the energy used to heat hot 
water. 

At a cost of from $3 to $8, these devices can 
pay for themselves in as little as 30 to 60 days. 

To install an aerator, you need only a few min¬ 
utes and a wrench. 

How about the water how? Aerators produce a 
fine, even spray. It may be a little less forceful, but 
as the gadgets themselves improve, the flow of 
water they produce now over earlier models is 
much more pleasing. 
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SPECIAL 
Water heater 

dbdb 

52-gallon Freedom electric 
water heaters built 
by State Industries 

regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 

• R-20 insulation • The amazing Lime Eliminator — 
• Five-year warranty self-cleaning — reduces lime 

buildup automatically 

Available at Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative office in Fairfield 
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The logo above represents 
the 150 year history of the mod¬ 
ern cooperative concept. It all be¬ 
gan in Rochdale, England, in 1844 
when a group of 28 impoverished 
weavers founded a mutual-aid 
association they called the 
Rochdale Society of Equitable Pio¬ 
neers. Rochdale is located in 
Lancashire County about 10 miles 
northeast of Manchester. Even 
today, the main industries are for 
the manufacture of flannels and 
calicoes. 

As its initial project, the Soci¬ 
ety organized a grocery store 
which rapidly prospered. This was 
followed in short order by a flour 
mill, a shoe factory, and a textile 
plant. The Pioneers’ success was 
quickly emulated throughout the 
country. By 1863 more than 400 
British cooperative associations 
were in operation, all modeled af¬ 
ter the Rochdale Society. The idea 
and the concept were copied for 
similar movements throughout 
the world. 

The principles that were de¬ 
veloped by the Pioneers have 
served, with modifications in em¬ 
phasis, as the basic code of the 
consumer cooperative movement 
since that time. Briefly, the 
Rochdale principles are: 

1. Democratic control with 
each member entitled to only one 
vote, regardless of the number of 
his total shares. 

2. Membership open to all, ir¬ 
respective of race, creed, class, 
occupation or political affiliation. 

3. Payment of limited interest 

on invested capital. 
4. Distribution of net profits 

to cooperative members in propor¬ 
tion to the amount of their patron¬ 
age. 

These and a number of 
supplemental principles estab¬ 
lished by the Society are still an 
integral part of the operations of 
successful cooperatives today: 
part of the earnings are utilized 
to expand operations; reserve 
funds are regularly accumulated 
for the purpose of covering depre¬ 
ciation and meeting possible 
emergencies; educational activi¬ 
ties, designed to inform the mem¬ 
bership, are systematically spon¬ 
sored and conducted; labor 
should be fairly treated; and co¬ 
operatives should work together. 

In the U.S. a number of con¬ 
sumer cooperative ventures were 
undertaken during the 19 th cen¬ 
tury, but not always successfully. 
The most notable failures were the 
national Grange, an organization 
of farmers, founded in 1867; the 
Sovereigns of Industry, a secret 
order of workmen in 1874; and the 
Knights of Labor, a labor organi¬ 
zation. 

The modern consumer coop¬ 
erative movement was introduced 
in the U.S. early in the 20th cen¬ 
tury, mainly by Finnish and Bo¬ 
hemian immigrants. They estab¬ 
lished flourishing societies in Mas¬ 
sachusetts, Wisconsin, Minne¬ 
sota, Michigan, Ohio and other 
parts of the nation. With these 
groups as a nucleus, the Ameri¬ 
can movement expanded rapidly 

in the period between the two 
World Wars. 

Since 1920 the Rochdale 
methods of cooperation have been 
successfully applied in consumer 
co-ops such as grocery stores, 
buying clubs, bakeries, cafeterias, 
eating clubs, family and student 
housing, insurance, funeral ser¬ 
vice, rural electrification, news 
gathering, banking and credit 
unions, rural communications, 
dry cleaning, day nurseries, medi¬ 
cal services, bookstores, lumber¬ 
yards, automobile service stations 
and the fishing industry. 

The cooperative movement in 
the U.S. has been strongest in ru¬ 
ral areas. Farmers have formed 
cooperatives for many purposes, 
including marketing of produce, 
purchasing of production and 
home supplies, and provision of 
credit. 

Many of the commodities dis¬ 
tributed through these co-ops are 
tested for quality and value before 
being placed on sale and bear the 
“CO-OP” label — a circular device 
inscribed with two pine trees. Look 
for it at the supermarket. 

The cooperative concept es¬ 
tablished by those 28 impover¬ 
ished weavers of Rochdale has 
been proven for 150 years and it 
is doubtful that any other arrange¬ 
ment could supplant the idea that, 
by working together, people can 
provide themselves with a service 
that others can’t, or won’t, provide. 
1994 — the year of the 

cooperative. 
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Could there be another energy crisis? 
Although memories of long 

lines at the gas pumps and the 
rush to conserve energy may be 
distant for most of us, a recent 
poll showed that Americans be¬ 
lieve we could have another en¬ 
ergy crisis. 

An energy policy organization 
in Washington, D.C., called 
Americans for Energy Indepen¬ 
dence, found that 68 percent of 
Americans remember the 1973 
energy crisis, and 58 percent 
think we could experience an¬ 
other oil shock. 

Nationwide, oil imports have 
increased 23 percent from 6 mil¬ 
lion barrels of oil a day in 1973 
to 7.4 million barrels of oil a day 
during the first six months of 
1993. In 1993, 49.5 percent of 
domestic oil consumption was 
from imports. 

In fact, the figure for Febru¬ 
ary 1994 shows the nation con¬ 
sumed 8.1 million barrels a day 
of crude and refined imported oil. 
This is 3 percent higher than 
February 1993. 

The poll found 56 percent of 
Americans don’t know oil imports 
are higher than 20 years ago. 

In the meantime, domestic oil 
production dropped by 4.3 per¬ 
cent in 1993 as compared to 
1992. 

While the U.S. actually im¬ 
ports more oil today than in 
1973. the nation’s utilities de¬ 
creased their consumption by 
using other fuels to generate elec¬ 
tricity. 

Before 1973, utilities used 
1.5 million barrels of oil each day 
to generate electricity. Today they 
use fewer than 500,000 barrels 
daily. 

Coal remains the largest en¬ 
ergy source for generating elec¬ 
tricity at 56 percent. Nuclear en¬ 
ergy supplies 33 percent, com¬ 
pared to 4 percent 20 years ago. 
Hydropower and natural gas 
supply 9 percent, while oil now 
supplies only 3 percent, com¬ 
pared to 17 percent in 1973. 

Because of its vast reserves, 
coal is the wisest energy choice 
for producing electricity for gen¬ 
erations. New technology has 
made it also one of the cleanest 
sources of energy because of 
scrubbers at the power plants 
that remove emissions and flyash 
from the coal-burning process. 

Experts say that with 
present-day mining technologies 
there are enough coal reserves to 
supply the nation with energy for 
1,000 years. That will help keep 
the cost of your clean, co-op 
power stable for centuries. 

20 years after the 
oil embargo 

Do Americans know 
we import more oil? 

44% 56% 
know don’t know 

Source: Brunkln/Goldlng 9/93 

Fact: Imports are up by 
23% 

Barrels of oil per day 

1993 
1973 {first six months) 

Source: DOE/EIA Monthly Energy Review 1993 

Don’t take your home 
wiring for granted 

Wiring in your home can wear out, so it’s impor¬ 
tant to check your system regularly. 

• Make sure plugs and prongs aren’t loose or worn. 
Never attempt to make home wiring improvements 

yourself — hire a qualified electrician. 
• Turn off any appliance that sputters or gives the 

slightest shock, and have it repaired. 
• Check electrical cords for frays or nicks, and have 

them repaired or replaced. 
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Safety on the farm 
In 1992, 1,200 people died in 

farm-related accidents in the 
United States. This represents 
more than 14 percent of the on- 
the-job fatalities in that year. 

Safety and health education 
can play an important role in re¬ 
ducing fatalities and injuries on 
the farm. 

Keep the following safety 
hints in mind: 

Act quickly in event of a spill 
Pesticide spills are always a 

danger. But farm and ranch 
spills are particularly hazardous 
for young children and livestock 
that can be poisoned. 

If a spill occurs, act quickly! 
Secure the area and warn all 
workers, family members and 
emergency personnel about the 
danger. During the clean-up, al¬ 
ways wear personal protective 
gear. Make sure that the spill 
doesn’t contaminate water 
sources such as wells, livestock 
waterers, ponds or streams. 

A lethal mix on rural high¬ 
ways 

Accidents involving machin¬ 
ery and vehicles continue to in¬ 
jure and kill many people, espe¬ 

cially on rural highways. 
Be sure that warning lights 

are installed and functioning on 
farm equipment. And, remember 
to place a clearly visible slow- 
moving vehicle, or S-M-V, em¬ 
blem on all farm tractors and 
implements. 

Always drive defensively and 
anticipate slow-moving machin¬ 
ery over the next hill or around 
the next curve. 

Don’t mix work clothes with 
family laundry 

When you’re applying pesti¬ 
cides or working with other 
chemicals on your farm, your 
clothing could become contami¬ 
nated with a hazardous residue 
which is difficult to wash out. 

Don’t mix contaminated 
work clothes with the family 
laundry. 

Always use heavy-duty deter¬ 
gents and at least two hot water 
cycles to remove concentrated 
pesticides. Air dry your laundry 
since a clothes dryer also may 
become contaminated. 

A complete walk-around is 
always recommended 

Pilots and truckers make it a 

routine, and you should, too! 
Check your tractor and machin¬ 
ery each day before beginning 
your farming chores. 

• Make sure all tires are 
structurally sound and have the 
correct air pressure. 

• Turn on all warning and 
marker lights and make sure 
they are clearly visible. 

• Check the slow-moving ve¬ 
hicle emblem and make sure it 
is securely fastened, clean and 
visible. 

• Inspect your first aid kit, 
tool box and everything you 
would need in an emergency. 

Tell your children about 
dangers 

Communication is impor¬ 
tant on family farms. Your chil¬ 
dren may ask questions about 
chores, equipment and chemi¬ 
cals important to farming. 

Address their concerns and 
give these warnings: 

• Never carry extra riders on 
tractors and machinery. 

• Keep out of farm chemical 
storage and use areas. 

• Treat farm animals with 
caution and respect. 

Electric charge reduces tillage energy 
The application of a modest 

electric charge to conventional 
tillage tools may significantly re¬ 
duce the amount of energy farm¬ 
ers need to plow their fields. The 
phenomenon at work is elec¬ 
troosmosis: an electric charge 
applied to the tilling blade pulls 
moisture from the soil to the 
blade surface, providing lubrica¬ 
tion that reduces friction as the 
blade cuts through the earth. 
Since the amount of tillage en¬ 
ergy saved is much greater than 
the amount of electric energy ex- 
nended. such a charging system 

has the potential to significantly 
reduce the use of fossil fuels in 
agriculture. Recent laboratory 
experiments at the University of 
Arizona have documented energy 
savings of up to one-third in 
some types of soil. 

Using a lab soil bin, the Ari¬ 
zona researchers measured the 
draft force and the energy re¬ 
quired to move a tillage tool 
through two kinds of soil with 
varying amounts of moisture. 
They also examined the effects of 
various direct current voltages 
and tilling speeds. 

In loam soil with a moisture 
content of 17 percent —just be¬ 
low the level that causes soil-tool 
adhesion — draft force was re¬ 
duced by up to 39 percent and 
tillage energy was reduced by up 
to 32 percent. The maximum 
savings were obtained when an 
electric input of 40 volts was 
used. Tilling speed had little ef¬ 
fect on draft force reduction. In 
clay-loam soil, electroosmosis 
was found to be much less effec¬ 
tive: the maximum draft force 
reduction was only 11.6 percent, 
and it was obtained with a slow*31- 
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tilling speed and under drier con- required to determine whether needed before meaningful eco- 
ditions. The reasons for this dif- electroosmosis will prove effec- nomic evaluations can be made 
ference are not yet understood. tive in actual use. And a better and designs optimized. 

The researchers emphasize understanding of the wide varia- from Electric Power Research 
that full-scale field tests will be tion in laboratory results is Institute Journal 

SPECIAL 
Water heater 

52-gallon Freedom electric 
water heaters built 
by State Industries 

regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost - $106.66 
• R-20 insulation • The amazing Lime Eliminator - 
• Five-year warranty self-cfeaning - reduces lime 

buildup automatically 

Available at Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative office in Fairfield 
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(S)ur office will be closed on Tdhursdap and t^fridap, 

cHovember 24 and 25, 

in observance of the ddhanksaivinq holiday. 
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While the Moving Wall has 148 panels, many visitors spent most of their time at just one, after a quick 
survey of the entire wall. The names are listed by the date the person became a casualty, rather than 
alphabetically. Names represent only casualties, not everybody who served. 

Honoring our veterans 
The Vietnam Veterans’ Me¬ 

morial in Washington, D.C., is an 
impressive monument, and a 
visit there is an experience to re¬ 
member. But a trip there can be 
time-consuming and costly. Rec¬ 
ognizing that fact, John Devitt, 
Gerry Haver and Norris Shears, 
Vietnam veterans from Califor¬ 
nia, came up with the idea of 
building a half-scale wall on the 
West Coast. 

But that didn’t solve the real 
problem. Either memorial would 
still be some thousand miles 
away from America’s heartland, 
which was home to so many of 
those who are memorialized. 

Still another vet suggested a 
movable wall that could be 
hauled from place to place, so all 
the people of America would have 
the opportunity to see it. 

That was the form the “Mini 
Wall” was to take. And that wall 
was in Fairfield from September 

15-22 during the Fairfield Fun 
Fest, and area people from miles 
around came to see it. 

Mike Pottorff and Aaron 
Ridenour of Fairfield were espe¬ 
cially determined that the wall 
should come to town. Aaron 
notes that he got the idea when 
it was in Mt. Vernon a couple of 
years ago. 

“I thought that since there 
were a lot of people from this area 
who had been in the war, or who 
had relatives there, there should 
have been enough interest to 
bring it here. It costs $3,000, and 
in addition to raising that money, 
the host city also provides staff¬ 
ers to do all the things that go to 
making the visit a success,” he 
says. 

While the two men are rec¬ 
ognized as the prime movers in 
getting the wall to Fairfield, they 
emphasize that there were oth¬ 
ers. “My wife, Roma, put in every 

bit as much work and time as I 
did,” Pottorff says, and Aaron’s 
wife, Carolyn, did an awful lot, 
too. In fact, the entire ‘Moving 
Wall Committee,’ as they came to 
be called, put in a lot of work. All 
in all, some 300 people did some¬ 
thing to help. We had World War 
II and Korean War vets helping 
at the wall, and lots of people 
tending the directories and com¬ 
puters. 

“Bob Marcy of Murphysboro 
provided the lighting system. 
Since by far the greatest number 
of casualties took place at night, 
the lighting has a special signifi¬ 
cance. The wall is never in the 
dark—neither here nor in Wash¬ 
ington. The Patriots Marching 
Color Guard, Bravo Company, 
served.” 

Dale Kanady, office manager 
for WWCEC, was a member of the 
committee, and admits that he 
“met himself coming and going” 
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for a while. The wall has a spe¬ 
cial meaning for another co-op 
employee. Kenneth Cunningham 
is still listed on the wall as “Miss¬ 
ing In Action,” or MIA. He’s the 
brother of David Cunningham, 
foreman, and the employees of 
the co-op made a contribution to 
the wall in his name. 

They call it “The Moving Wall” 
because it’s portable, but a visit 
to it is moving in every sense of 
the word. Many who come sign 
the guest register, go to the wall 
and read names randomly, then 
go back to the directories and 
find a special panel. Then they’ll 
go back, trace down the rows to 
that special one, and stand sadly 
and silently for a long time. 

Many leave something in 
tribute. Carnations are popular, 
and some leave photos. When the 
wall was in Fairfield, a one-by- 
four-foot replica of the Vietnam 
Campaign Ribbon was placed on 

a stand in front. A small tag read: 
“The Granite City Senior High 
School Class of ’66 still remem¬ 
bers.” 

There are more than 58,000 
names on the wall, Pottorff says, 
and the veterans are listed in 
chronological order, based on the 
day they became casualties, 
rather than being in alphabeti¬ 
cal order. Each panel is num¬ 
bered, and there are specific 
numbers of lines on each one. If 
a person asks one of those mind¬ 
ing the directories to find a cer¬ 
tain name, they look in it much 
as they’d go through a telephone 
directory. There are volunteers 
with computers who do the same 
job. 

The directories tell the num¬ 
ber of the panel and the row of 
names, and the visitor then goes 
to the specified panel, counts 
down the number of lines— 
there’s a “dot” every 20 lines— 

Clockwise from left: students on 
a school field trip ask directory 
helpers for assistance. Dale 
Kanady, left, and Mike Pottorff dis¬ 
cuss the pitfalls involved in get¬ 
ting the wall. Aaron Ridenour 
came up with the idea of bringing 
the wall to Fairfield. 

and reads across the row. There 
are other volunteers there to 
help, and they can assist in mak¬ 
ing “rubbings” of names, where 
the visitor puts a piece of paper 
over the desired name and rubs 
with a pencil to get an outline of 
the name. 

As mentioned, the wall is a 
half-scale model of the one in 
Washington, D.C., and there are 
72 separate frames, each con¬ 
taining two panels. 

In addition to the wall itself, 
there are supporting displays. 
One is a series of photos 
depiciting life in Vietnam during 
the war, and another is a map of 
that country. A small sign there 
invites veterans to take a slip of 
paper from a nearby container, 
write their name and date of ser¬ 
vice, and pin it to the map where 
they served. Judging by the thick 
cluster of slips, it is obvious that 
many of the area people who 
served were mostly around 
Saigon and Da Nang. The map 
was a popular gathering place for 
vets, who swapped yarns about 
their time overseas. 

While there were any num¬ 
ber of contributors who helped 
bring the wall to Fairfield, 
WWCEC would especially like to 
express its appreciation to those 
of the committee. In addition to 
those mentioned previously, 
members were: Tina Simms, 
Brad Jesop, Gary Lake, Bill 
Garrett, Jim Lear, Roma Pottorff, 
and Janie Lake. 

Others were: James Crews, 
David Milner, Ted Buck, Jeanne 
Domingez, Alma Holstein, David 
and Ginger Harvey, Clifford 
Reever and Charley Holstein. 

Member Owned • Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically • Member Owned • Member Controlled • Living Better Electrically 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/November 1994 12c 



Molt 
receives 
25-year 
award 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative is proud of the many 
long-term employees on the pay¬ 
roll, and Joe Molt, foreman, is one 
of them. He received a 25-year 
certificate at the annual meeting 
of the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives (AIEC) in 
Springfield in August. Here, Joe, 
right, receives his certificate from 
Earl Struck, AIEC general man¬ 
ager. 

SPECIAL 
Water heater 

52-gallon Freedom electric 
water heaters built 

by State Industries regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 
• R-20 insulation • The amazing Lime Eliminator — 
• Five-year warranty self-cleaning — reduces lime 

buildup automatically 

Available at Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative office in Fairfield 
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Richard Hubele Lavern Baxter and Stan Garner Gene Pilcher and Jerry White 

Front row: Tammy Ruhl, Dale Warren and Lisa McMeen. Back row: Dale 
Kanady, Melvin Maricle, Dale Harris and Royce Carter. 

Judy Colyer and Donna Jordan 

Carl md Bob Flechs 

Locke 

Kathy Tracy, Virginia 
Green 

Jim Meritt 

Leon Carter and 

David Cunningham 
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’Twas the night before Christmas and out on the ranch 
The pond was frozen over and so was the branch. 
The snow was piled up belly deep to a mule; 
The kids were all home on vacation from school, 
And happier young folks you never did see, 
Just sprawled around a-watching TV. 
Then suddenly some time around eight o'clock 
The power went off, the TV went dead! 
When Grandpa came in from out in the shed 
With an armload of wood, the house was all dark. 
uJust what I expect," they heard him remark. 
“Them REA lines must be down from the snow. 
Seems sorter like times on the ranch long ago." 
“Til hunt up some candles," said Mom. “With their light 
And the fireplace I reckon we'll make out all right." 
The teenagers all seemed enveloped in gloom. 
Then Grandpa came back from a trip to his room, 
Uncased his old fiddle and started to play 
That old Christmas song about bells on a sleigh. 
Mom started to sing, and the first thing they knew 
Both Pop and the kids were all singing it too! 
They sang Christmas carols, they sang “Holy Night," 
Their eyes all a-shining in the ruddy firelight. 
They played some charades Mom recalled from her youth. 
And Pop read a passage from God's Book of Truth. 
They stayed up 'till midnight, and would you believe 
Those youngsters agreed 'twas a fine Christmas Eve! 
Grandpa arose early, sometime before dawn, 
And when the kids awakened, the current was on. 
“The REA sure got the line repaired quick," 
Said Grandpa — and no one suspected his trick; 

Last night for the sake of some old-fashioned fun 
He had pulled the main switch - the old son-of-a-gun! 

Reprinted from the Tennessee Magazine - author unknown 
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