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"Youth to Washington" Essay Contest 

A visit with Congressman Bob Michel at the Capitol was a must. 

Each June more than 1,200 
high school juniors and seniors 
travel to Washington, D.C., to 
participate in the Rural Electric 
Youth Tour. During the week, 
they learn about Washington, 
D.C., government, cooperatives 
and rural electrification. The 
students are selected and spon¬ 
sored by their local rural electric 
cooperatives. The Youth Tour is 
coordinated by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA). 

The board of directors of 
Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative has sponsored a “Youth 
to Washington” essay contest 
since 1965. Twelve finalists visit 
Springfield in April, and two 
grand prize winners win week- 
long, expense-paid visits to 
Washington, D.C., in June. 

The program grew out of a 
suggestion in 1957 by then- 
Senator Lyndon B. Johnson, 
who urged “sending youngsters 
to the national capital where 
they can actually see what the 
flag stands for and represents.” 
Later he would greet the stu¬ 
dents as President of the United 
States. 

The finalists will visit 
Springfield April 13 for “Illinois 
Rural Electric and Telephone 
Youth Day.” Plans are to meet 
legislators and tour the State 
Capitol complex in the morning. 
During the afternoon the stu¬ 
dents will tour the sites of 
Springfield. 

Then, in June, students from 
38 states will meet and visit 

with the members of the Illinois 
Congressional delegation, visit 
the White House, tour the city’s 
historical monuments, attend 
educational seminars and get to 
know students from other parts 
of the country. 

If you attend a high school in 
the area served by Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative 
(Anna-Jonesboro, Century, 
Cobden, Dongola, Egyptian, 
Goreville, Joppa, Meridian, 
Metropolis, Shawnee or Vienna 
high schools), you can win a trip 
to Washington, D.C., June 17-24, 
on the Rural Electric Youth 
Tour. 

Students are encouraged 
to enter the essay contest. 
The title for this year’s com¬ 
petition is “What Tomorrow’s 
Members Expect of Their 
Electric Cooperative.’’ A rep¬ 
resentative of the Cooperative 
is visiting area schools dur¬ 
ing January and February 
to explain the contest. If you 
do not receive information 
at your school, please call 
1-800-762-1400. 

The contest rules and entry 
form are included in this issue. 
Start making plans now to enter 
the essay contest. You will be 
glad that you did. 
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Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.0. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President Guy Casper Johnson County 

Vice president George R. Inman Pulaski County 

Sec. treas. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 

Lawrence Wilke Massac County 
Bob J. Ury Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss Alexander County 

Dale Taake Pulaski County 

Manager 

Attorney 

Editor 

Larry Lovell 

Ronald E. Osman 

Carol L. Wilhoit 

Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call-numbers to call- 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762 1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and. Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 

Alexander Counties call: 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 

524-5627 Perry Dailey 

524-3516 Robin Ramage 

524-3518 Larry Joe Keller 

*Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are linemen. 

Once outages start, they will be out 

working and there might not be 

anyone at home to answer their 

phone. 
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Plan today to 

The group A visit to the Gettysburg battlefield 



e, is always a moving moment dining the tour. 

the 1994 Youth Tour 

ith Congressman Glenn Poshard. Sen. Paul Simon spoke to the group. 
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If you do not receive information at your 
school, please note the contest rules and 
the entry form included in this issue. For 
further information, call 1-800-762-1400. 

The students enjoyed the Jefferson Memorial. 



Youth to Washington Contest Rules 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

Dongola, Illinois 62926 

1. Who may enter contest: 
Any 15 to 17 year old student (except members of immediate family of any board member 

or employee of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative) enrolled in any high school in the area 
served by this Cooperative. 

2. Basis of selecting contestants: 
Contestants will be selected by writing an essay of not less than 600 words and not exceeding 

1,000 words, entitled: 
“WHAT TOMORROW’S MEMBERS EXPECT OF THEIR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE” 

3. Form of entry: 
Essay should be typed, on 8V2 by 11" paper, double-spaced, one side only. 

4. Mailing entry blanks: 
Entry blanks must be postmarked or received in the office of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative, Dongola, Illinois 62926, not later than March 1, 1994. 

5. Mailing essays: 
Essays must be postmarked or received in the office of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

by March 14, 1994. 

6. Judging: 
No less than three judges will be used to score the written essays. We feel that Cooperative 

personnel should act as advisers to the judges on accuracy of facts. All identification is removed 
from the essays prior to the judging. 

Judging must be completed by March 30, 1994. The following point system will be used: 
Student’s knowledge of the subject 40% 
Originality of paper 30% 
Composition (Organization, word choice, spell) 30% 
Contestants are not to be present for judging. 

“Youth-to-Washington” Essay Contest 
“What Tomorrow’s Members Expect of Their Electric Cooperative” 
I would like to enter the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative essay contest. 
Please furnish the research materials to: 

Signature  

Mailing address  

Mail to: Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 100, Dongola, IL 62926. 

Office closing 
The SIEC office will be closed Friday, February 11, to honor Abraham 
Lincoln, and on Monday, February 21, to honor George Washington. 
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Shawnee Community College 
receives $500,000 grant 

On November 5, 1993, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
announced that Shawnee Com¬ 
munity College (SCC) was the 
recipient of a $500,000 grant to 
establish a fiber optics com¬ 
munication network. SCC was 
one of 28 grant applications 
nationwide awarded USDA’s 
Distance Learning and Medical 
Link Grant. Only six recipients 
received the maximum $500,000 
grant. SCC was the only grant 
awarded in Illinois. 

Early in 1993, Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative 
became aware of USDA’s grant 
program. The Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration, a depart¬ 
ment of the USDA, was to 
administer and judge the ap¬ 
plications. SIEC contacted SCC 
officials and they expressed an 
immediate interest in applying 
for the grant. SCC and SIEC per¬ 
sonnel began working together 
trying to determine how the 
grant applications would be 
judged in order to prepare the 
best possible application. 

Through reading, interviews 
of REA officials, and telephone 
calls, it became evident that 
three components would be 
important in applying for the 
grant; namely, (1) the grant was 
to be awarded to a rural, needy 
area, (2) long-term commitment 
to completing the project, and 
(3) grass root support from the 
people and organizations in the 
area. 

There was no doubt that 
SCC’s service area, which is 
almost identical to SIEC’s ser¬ 
vice area, would be classified 
rural. The population density 
and per capita income data for 
the southern five counties spoke 
for themselves. In judging 
criteria, three counties received 
ratings of 9 (1 being the most 
urban and 9 being the most 
rural). The other two counties 
were classified as sevens. 

SCC officials had been con¬ 
sidering a fiber optics com¬ 
munication network for several 
months. Their dream is to link 
remote off-campus learning 
centers, such as area high 
schools and their own off- 
campus facilities, and area 
libraries by fiber optic cable to 
increase learning opportunities 
for the citizens of the southern 
five counties. The fiber optic link 
would be interactive; the audio 
and video would be two-way, 
with the teacher able to see all 
the remote students and all the 

remote students able to see each 
other. Total cost of the com¬ 
pleted network is estimated at 
$620,000. SCC will raise the 
additional $120,000. There is no 
doubt to SCC’s commitment to 
the project. 

The grant application also 
required grass root support from 
area organizations, schools 
and citizens. Many schools, 
individuals and civic organiza¬ 
tion wrote letters in favor of the 
undertaking. The board of direc¬ 
tors of Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative wholeheartedly 
endorsed and supported the 
proposed fiber optics network 
and urged the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration to grant 
$500,000 to Shawnee Com¬ 
munity College. The SIEC board 
further resolved that if REA 
should award the grant to SCC, 
SIEC would contribute $10,000 
to help with the completion of 
the project. 

SIEC commends Shawnee 
Community College for being 
awarded a significant grant that 
will put them on the leading 
edge of new technology. It was 
quite obvious that SCC officials 
did their homework well and put 
together an impressive grant 
application package. SIEC’s 
board, management and em¬ 
ployee^ are delighted to have 
been a partner in their endeavor. 
No doubt that the ultimate win¬ 
ners are the good people of 
extreme southern Illinois. 
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Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative 

618/827 3555 P.0. Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Guy Casper Johnson County 

Vice president George R. Inman Pulaski County 
Sec.-treas. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 

Lawrence Wike Massac County 
Bob J. Ury Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
Richard D. Moss Alexander County 

Dale Taake Pulaski County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 

Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 
Whom to call—numbers to call- 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 
1-800 762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 
Alexander Counties call: 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 
618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 
524-5627 Perry Dailey 
524-3516 Robin Ramage 
524-3518 Larry Joe Keller 

* Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 
Ramage and Larry Keller are linemen. 
Once outages start, they will be out 
working and there might not be 
anyone at home to answer their 
phone. 

Getting to know 

Loraine McGee 

Loraine McGee is account¬ 
ant at SIEC. She began her 
cooperative career March 15, 
1973, and has a 21-year ser¬ 
vice record. Loraine was born 
in Detroit, Mich., and moved 
to Dongola at a very young 
age. She is a Dongola Unit 

your employees 
School graduate and has 
earned an associates degree at 
Shawnee Community College. 

Her responsibilities have 
included cashier-receptionist, 
billing clerk, and billing 
coordinator. She advanced 
to accountant in December 
1990. 

As accountant she main¬ 
tains the general ledger and 
accounts payable, coordinates 
departmental accounts, and 
prepares annual financial 
reports. 

She is married to Stanley 
McGee and resides in rural 
Dongola. The couple have 
four grown daughters. Stanley 
is a retired contract hydro axe 
operator. 

Loraine spends much of her 
free time following the ac¬ 
tivities of the grandsons, 
David, Brian and Adam. Her 
hobbies are crafts and cooking. 

Confusion about insurance 
It has come to our attention that members of Southern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative have received mail recently 
about insurance. There is some confusion about Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative and the insurance company. 
The name of the insurance company is Reserve National 
Insurance Company. Southern Illinois Electric is not 
affiliated with the company and does not endorse its 
policies. 

The mail, sent simply to “Postal Patron Local,” has a 
return address bearing the words: “A National Association 
of Rural Cooperative Members.” The group has no known 
affiliation with any rural electric cooperative. 

If you receive any mail about insurance or anything else, 
and you are not sure of its legitimacy, double check. If a 
salesman suggests he represents a firm affiliated with rural 
electrification, ask questions and get written proof of any 
affiliation. 

Your electric cooperative’s good will has been built on 
more than 50 years'of trust. Don’t let someone trade on that 
good will and trust to sell you insurance, or anything else. 

If Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative can be of any 
assistance in answering any questions you may have, please 
feel free to call 1-800-762-1400 or 827-3555 in Dongola. 
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Attention ATV enthusiasts: Guy 
wires on utility poles can be hard to 
spot as you speed across the coun¬ 
tryside. When skimming over the 
landscape this winter, be alert for 
obstacles such as trees, fences, other 
four-wheelers and utility pole guy 
wires. Keep alert, because these guys 
can be trouble. 

Meter tampering 
illegal, 
dangerous 

Throughout the nation, many 
people have fallen into the trap 
of believing that cheating the 
power company is okay. Many 
believe that since you cannot see 
electricity it is all right to steal it. 
These people have come up with 
many ingenious ways to reduce 
the effective registration of the 
utility meter. Every method 
conceived is a crime and in all 
cases dangerous to the one com¬ 
mitting the crime. 

The electrical industry is quite 
concerned about this problem, 
not only from the lost revenue 
standpoint, but from a safety 
standpoint. The utility meter is 
a special device designed to be 
maintained and operated by 
qualified personnel used to 
working on energized electric 
service. There is no disconnect 
ahead of the meter and any 
removal of a meter exposes live 
electrical parts that cannot be 
disconnected by the general 
public. 

Every meter that measures 
electric service to a customer is 
owned by the utility. It is sealed 
to keep unauthorized persons 
from removing it. This seal is the 
same as a door lock on your 
home, and it is used for the same 
purpose. Although most people 
would not break a door lock on 
home or car, many would not 
consider breaking the seal on a 
utility-owned meter as the same 
thing. They fail to realize that 
the seal is a protection for them 
as well as the utility. 

Criminal law places very stiff 
penalties on meter tampering 
and current diversion. People 
fail to realize that meter tam¬ 
pering leaves evidence that 
is easily seen by qualified 
personnel. 

Southern Illinois Electric is 
concerned about national trends 
and especially this one. We hope 
that this problem doesn’t be¬ 
come serious with us. Since this 

is a cooperative made up and 
owned by the members it serves, 
any type of current theft is 
actually a theft against you and 
your neighbor. Current thieves. 

if undetected, add to the cost of 
doing business. This cost is 
passed on to the members of 
the cooperative through their 
energy bills. 

Some of the penalties that the law impose are as follows: 

Sentence Fine 
Meter tampering or circumvention 6 months $ 500 
Theft of electricity, less than $150 in value 1 day 1,000 
Second offense 1 -3 years 10,000 
Greater than $ 150 2-5 years 10,000 
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Youth to Washington Contest Rules 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

Dongola, Illinois 62926 

1. Who may enter contest: 
Any 15 to 17 year old student (except members of immediate family of any board member 

or employee of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative) enrolled in any high school in the area 
served by this Cooperative. 

2. Basis of selecting contestants: 
Contestants will be selected by writing an essay of not less than 600 words and not exceeding 

1,000 words, entitled: 

“WHAT TOMORROW’S MEMBERS EXPECT OF THEIR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE” 

3. Form of entry: 
Essay should be typed, on 8V2 by 11" paper, double-spaced, one side only. 

4. Mailing entry blanks: 
Entry blanks must be postmarked or received in the office of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative, Dongola, Illinois 62926, not later than March 1, 1994. 

5. Mailing essays: 
Essays must be postmarked or received in the office of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

by March 14, 1994. 

6. Judging: 
No less than three judges will be used to score the written essays. We feel that Cooperative 

personnel should act as advisers to the judges on accuracy of facts. All identification is removed 
from the essays prior to the judging. 

Judging must be completed by March 30, 1994. The following point system will be used: 

Student’s knowledge of the subject   40% 
Originality of paper 30% 
Composition (Organization, word choice, spelling) 30% 
Contestants are not to be present for judging. 

“Youth-to-Washington” Essay Contest 
“What Tomorrow’s Members Expect of Their Electric Cooperative” 
I would like to enter the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative essay contest. 
Please furnish the research materials to: 

Signature  

Mailing address  

Mail to: Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 100, Dongola, IL 62926. 
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Substation 

Service 
restoration 
priorities House 5 

When an outage occurs, re¬ 
storing electrical power is often 
a complicated process. Damage 
done by wind, ice or other 
bad weather usually occurs at 
several points on the 1,970 miles 
of line in our distribution sys¬ 
tem. The idea is to get the power 
back on for everyone in the most 
efficient manner. 

Every utility in the nation 
practices the same policy when 
outages occur, to restore power 
to as many members as possible 
in the shortest time and then to 
repair the damage at individual 
homes and farmsteads. 

Some members complain 
about the length of time it takes 

us to get them back in service. 
How do we prioritize service 
restoration? The accompany¬ 
ing sketch depicts an area down¬ 
stream from a substation after a 
storm. A. A three-phase feeder 
line has been put out of service 
by a falleh tree. B. A single¬ 
phase tap line that serves two 
homes is out of service due to a 
downed wire. C. House 1 has 
snapped service drop. All out¬ 
ages have been reported. Where 
do we start the repair work and 
what is the order of priority? 

A. Since a tree has taken out 
the three-phase line along the 
main road, many more homes 
than are shown in the drawing 

are affected by the outage. 
Crews would be dispatched to 
the substation to start working 
their way along this line to repair 
it and put as many members 
back in service as quickly as 
possible. The tree would be 
removed, wires would be spliced, 
and the leaning pole would be 
straightened and The three- 
phase line would be energized. 
House 2, House 3 and many 
houses beyond would have 
power restored. Our first 
priority is met. 

B. The second priority is to 
restore the single-phase tap line 
that serves House 4 and House 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative 

618/827 3555 P.0. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62026 

Board of Directors 

President Guy Casper Johnson County 

Vice president George R. Inman Pulaski County 

Sec.-treas. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 

Lawrence Wilke Massac County 
Bob J. Ury Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss Alexander County 

Dale Taake Pulaski County 

Manager Larry Lovell 

Attorney Ronald E. Osman 

Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 

Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call-numbers to call- 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1 800 762 1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 

Alexander Counties call: 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 

524-5627 Perry Dailey 

524-3516 Robin Ramage 

524 3518 Larry Joe Keller 

’Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are linemen. 

Once outages start, they will be out 

working and there might not be 

anyone at home to answer their 

phone. 

If you depend on 
life-support 

equipment, we need 

While Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative strives to main¬ 
tain the best possible service with a minimum of outage time, 
occasional outages, either planned or uncontrolled, do occur. 

Your cooperative needs to know the names and location of 
cooperative members who depend on life-support equipment. 
We keep a registry of members on life-support equipment, and 
it is important that this information be current and accurate. 
We will make every effort to give priority to restore service to 
members on life-support systems. 

If you or a member of your family depend on life-support 
equipment, please fill out the form below and mail to us as 
quickly as possible. 

Name  

Phone No.  

Address  

Account No.  

Type of support equipment  

Days of use  

Time of use  

Do you have an emergency stand-by generator to operate this 
equipment? 

 Yes  No 

Mail the above form to: Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
P.O. Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 
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Statement of 
Nondiscrimination 

Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative is the recipient of 
federal financial assistance from 
the Rural Electrification Ad¬ 
ministration, an agency of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
and is subject to the provisions 
of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, as amended. Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, as amended, the Age 
Discrimination Act of 1975, as 
amended, and the rules and 
regulations of the U.S. Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture which 
provide that no person in the 
United States on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, age, 
or handicap shall be excluded 
from participation in, admission 
or access to, denied the benefits 
of, or otherwise be subjected to 
discrimination under any of 
this organization’s programs or 
activities. 

The person responsible for 
coordinating this organization’s 
nondiscrimination compliance 
efforts is Larry Lovell. Any 
individual, or specific class of 
individuals, who feels that this 
organization has subjected them 
to discrimination may obtain 
further information about the 
statutes and regulations listed 
above from and/or file a written 
complaint with this organiza¬ 
tion; or the Secretary, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, D.C. 20250; or the 
Administrator, Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration, Washington, 
D.C. 20250. Complaints must be 
filed within 180 days after the 
alleged discrimination. Con¬ 
fidentiality will be maintained to 
the extent possible. 

Office closing 
The Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative office 
will be closed Friday, 
April 1, in observance of 
Good Friday. 

Get to know your employees 

M. Dare Aden 

Dare Aden joined SIEC in 
June 1973 and has completed 
20 years of cooperative ser¬ 
vice. He is foreman on a three- 
man construction crew. A 
three-man construction crew 
is responsible for installing 
new services, maintaining 
and upgrading existing ser¬ 

vices, and retiring abandoned 
services. 

Because of his experience 
working with local electrical 
contractors. Dare was hired 
as a journeyman lineman. He 
worked as utility serviceman 
during 1981-82 and thereafter 
took the position of construc¬ 
tion foreman. 

Aden was bom and raised 
in the Dongola area. He is a 
1957 graduate of Dongola 
High School and has lived in 
Union County all of his life. 

Dare surrendered to the 
ministry in 1986 and began 
Biblical studies shortly there¬ 
after. He began pastoral work 
in 1988 and continues to this 
date. 

Aden is presently single. He 
has five children and five 
grandchildren. He spends his 
spare time doing ministerial 
work. He also enjoys hunting, 
fishing and gardening. 

May we say thanks to our members 
• Who call promptly to notify the office when a power outage 

occurs, telling us exactly where the trouble is located and 
the cause. 

• Who grant right-of-way for construction and maintenance 
of line to serve your neighbors, providing adequate and 
reliable electric service to everybody on the system. 

• Who are careful when using tmcks and farm machinery 
around poles, lines and guy wires. 

• Who keep television antennas, silo-filling pipes and other 
equipment clear of falling distance on all electric lines. 

• Who teach children all the rules of electric safety, both 
indoors and outdoors. 

• Who use extreme care when cutting trees near your elec¬ 
tric lines. 

• Who notify the office when moving so electric, service can 
be transferred to the new owner or disconnect if no one will 
be using power. 

• Who report anything that is wrong with the lines such as 
bad poles, broken guy wires, broken strands on the line con¬ 
ductors and cracked or broken insulators. 

• Who keep signs, fence wires, nails and other hazards off the 
poles for the safety of our linemen. 
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Electric cooperatives 
donate to 
area flood relief 
SIEC president Guy Casper presents 
American Red Cross representative 
Mary Burton a cooperative check for 
$810, one-half of SIEC's share of 
the REC Flood Relief Fund. A con¬ 
tribution of $810 was also donated 
to the Salvation Army. Electric 
cooperatives nationwide donated 
more than $72,000 for the benefit 
of rural residents affected by 
flooding along the Illinois and 
Mississippi rivers during the summer 
of 1993. 

(Continued from page 12a) 
5. Neither can receive service 
until the damaged line is re¬ 
joined. This could have been 
done first, but power would not 
have been available anyway 
since the main distribution 
line was down. The line will be 
spliced, allowing House 4 and 
House 5 to immediately have 
power. 

C. Crews would then be dis¬ 
patched to House 1 to repair or 
replace the service drop. 

This scenario is not exact but 
it does represent the restoration 
priorities used after major 
storms by the electric utility 
industry nationwide — that is, to 
re-establish service quickly 

to as many consumers as 
possible. Individual members 
such as House 1 are usually the 
last to regain service. 

It is important to note that 
SIEC will make every effort 
to give priority to members 
who depend on life-support 
equipment. Please fill out the 
life-support registration in this 
issue of the JAMUP. 

One important factor in re¬ 
storing service quickly is your 
help. If you know your wires are 
down and the reason, or if the 
transformer has failed or a pole 
has broken, tell the dispatcher 
when you phone in the outage. 
It saves time when we know 
what and where the problem is. 

The majority of unplanned 
power outages are caused by the 
weather and at times affect nu¬ 
merous members. Occasionally, 
an outage will occur at just one 
meter location. Many times the 
problem is traced to a blown 
fuse, tripped breaker, or faulty 
wiring, belonging to the member. 

Before you call in an outage, 
check your own breakers or 
fuses and also check to see if 
your neighbors are out of ser¬ 
vice. In fairness to all members, 
the Cooperative will assess a 
charge to the members if an 
increase in Cooperative expense 
results when the problem is 
on the members’ side of the/ 

meter. 

Co-op WATS line for members 
1-800-762-1400 

Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
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GEOTHERMAL 

HEATING, 
COOLING, AND 

WATER 
HEATING 

SIEC members, now you can 
get maximum comfort, en¬ 
ergy, and cost savings from a 
system designed to use natu¬ 
ral energy from the earth. 

What is a geothermal system? 
Geothermal is the safest, most energy-efficient, pollution-free heating and cooling system 
available. Basically it looks like a normal furnace, but that’s where the similarity ends. 
Because it burns no fossil fuel, it emits no pollutants, thus, no chimney is required. 
Therefore, it can be installed almost anywhere: in a basement, crawlspace, attic, or closet. 
Geothermal is a complete home heating system. In the summer, select the cooling mode 
on the thermostat and the geothermal system is your complete home cooling center. 
Geothermal can also supply most of your domestic hot water requirements. Customers 
report savings up to 60 percent heating their homes. Cooling cost reductions of 50 per¬ 
cent are not uncommon with a geothermal system. 

Heat and cool with up to 400% efficiency 

SIEC provides a $400 rebate for 
installation of a geothermal system 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.O.Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Guy Casper Johnson County 
Vice President George R. Inman Pulaski County 
Sec.-treas. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 
Lawrence Wilke Massac County 
Bob J. Ury Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
Richard D. Moss Alexander County 
Dale Taake Pulaski County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 
Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.. 
Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 
or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 
Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 

Alexander Counties Call: 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 

524-5627 Perry Dailey 

524-3516 Robin Ramage 

524-3518 Larry Joe Keller 

‘Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are line¬ 

man. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there might not 

be anyone at home to answere their 

phone 

Get to know your 
employees 

Larry Lovell began his 
employment with SIEC on 
July 6, 1973. He has held 
several different positions 
with the cooperative over the 
past 20 years. He started as 
work order clerk, advanced 
to assistant engineer, trans¬ 
ferred to manager of the re¬ 
sale department and later 
member services director, 
and then worked 10 years as 
office manager. 

On March 1, 1990, he 
was appointed to his current 
position of general manager 
and executive vice-presi¬ 
dent. 

Larry was born and 
raised in McClure. He 
graduated from Shawnee 
High School, attended the 
University of Illinois for five 
semesters, and earned a 
bachelor of science degree in 
mathematics with a minor 
in business administration 
from Southeast Missouri 
State University. 

Larry Lovell 

Larry and his wife, the 
former Diane Kluesner of 
Chaffee, Mo., are the proud 
parents of two children, Alysia 
and Jason. Alysia is a senior 
at Murray State University. 
Jason is a freshman at 
Shawnee Community College. 

In his spare time, Larry like 
to golf. He is considering tak¬ 
ing up fishing. 

1993 safety awards 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative employees who worked the entirety 
of 1993 without a lost-time accident received safety awards at a recent em¬ 
ployee meeting. Charles Holtzciaw (right) received his award from safety 
committee members Loraine McGee and Perry Dailey. 
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Explaining substations 
Here’s how the Michigan 

statewide explains the function 
of substations in its monthly 
magazine. 

They dot our countryside in 
a most obvious way, each framed 
by a network of power lines and 
enclosed by a chain link fence. 
When cooperative members turn 
on the lights or television, it’s 
because hundreds of substa¬ 
tions are working to ensure them 
reliable power. And since they 
are part of your electric coopera¬ 
tive, you might say you own one 
— or at least part of one. 

What is a substation’s 
function? 

Substations are needed for 
system support. They are the 
points of delivery in a transmis¬ 
sion system. They meter distri¬ 
bution equipment and power 
lines, step down voltage for dis¬ 
tribution to homes, and make 
sure that voltage is maintained 
at a constant level. 

Why can’t power be trans¬ 
mitted at the same voltage it’s 
generated? 

For long-distance transmis¬ 
sion, the voltage of electric power 
must be higher than a power 
plant can generate. Power leaves 
the plant at about 22,000 volts, 
then is increased to as much as 
765,000 volts. The higher the 
voltage, the lower the line loss 
and voltage drop — thus, the 
greater the system’s efficiency. 
As the power gets closer to its 
destination, voltage is gradually 
decreased to a rating safe for 
consumers. 

What’s the difference be¬ 
tween a transmission and a 
distribution substation? 

Transmission substations 
give the power its first step- 
down, and distribution substa¬ 
tions step it down even further 
so that it may be sent on to the 
consumer. 

The lines leaving a distribu¬ 
tion substation are owned and 
maintained by the distribution 
cooperative. These lines carry 
the power to homes, businesses, 
schools and industries. 

What kind of equipment is 
found in a substation? 

Substations are mazes of 
step-down transformers, 
switches, insulators, circuit 
breakers, lightning arresters and 
relaying and metering facilities. 
A transformer performs the 
main substation function of 
changing transmission voltage 
to distribution voltage. One of 
the busiest pieces of equipment 
in the station is the voltage regu¬ 
lator, which maintains a con¬ 
stant outgoing voltage. Reclosers 
are used to sectionalize the sys¬ 
tem when faults occur. 

What is a switching sta¬ 
tion? 

Switching stations are not 
substations — they don’t contain 
power transformers. Switching 
stations (or breaker stations) ex¬ 
ist for the protection and reliabil¬ 
ity of the system. They allow any 
faults in the system to be 
sectionalized so that outages will 
be limited to fewer consumers. 

How do co-ops know when 
a new substation is needed? 

Substations are built to 
eliminate overload, improve volt¬ 
age, reduce line loss and gener¬ 
ally improve quality of service in 
a particular area. 

When an area experiences 
substantial growth, the load on 
the existing lines becomes so 
great that the lines can no longer 
serve the area without help. A 
substation is then built to in¬ 
crease the system’s capacity in 
that area. Each new substation 
requires an investment of ap¬ 
proximately $250,000, exclud¬ 
ing property cost. 

What is the purpose of a 

transformer? 
“The thing that looks like a 

garbage can” near the top of a 
pole is, in fact, a steel tank con¬ 
taining thousands of feet of wire 
coiled around a special lami¬ 
nated steel core, and filled with 
an insulating oil. Transformers 
increase voltage for efficient 
long-distance transmission and 
then lower voltage for use by 
consumers. 

When electricity is generated 
at a power plant, its voltage is 
fairly low. To be sent over trans¬ 
mission lines for long distances, 
the voltage must be given a 
boost. Transformers at generat¬ 
ing stations may increase it to 
as much as 765,000 volts. 

When electricity reaches the 
area where it is to be used, the 
voltage is reduced through sub¬ 
station transformers. Electricity 
travels at 7,200 volts through 
the rural electric cooperative’s 
distribution lines to your farm, 
home or business. There, elec¬ 
tricity encounters another trans¬ 
former, where the voltage is re¬ 
duced to your requirements — 
240/120 volts for most services. 

Transformers vary in size 
and style. It is not unusual to 
find one rated 1,000 kilovolt am¬ 
peres (kva) or more serving a big 
power user, while a typical new 
home is usually rated 10 to 15 
kva (roughly 10 or 15 horse¬ 
power). The pole-mounted “gar¬ 
bage can” style is the most rec¬ 
ognizable, but pad-mounted 
transformers can be found at 
ground level on sites where elec¬ 
tricity is provided through un¬ 
derground lines. They look like 
big green boxes. 

Source: Michigan Country 
Lines, August 1993. Michigan 
Electric Co-op Association, 400 
N. Walnut St., Lansing, MI 
48933. Contact Mike Buda, edi¬ 
tor, (517)484-5022. 
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Safety is 

LOOKING UP 

_A*-W *»* \ ' 

Springtime, and things are looking up. Snow and cold are behind you. 
And you'll be up for home projects—UP in a tree cutting out dead limbs, 
UP on the roof cleaning out gutters, UP a ladder scraping old paint off 
your house. 

In the midst of these busy weekend chores, safety is top priority. So, 
when you're climbing that tree, walking on the roof and moving that 
ladder—LOOK UP. Make sure you and your work tools clear any 
overhead electric power lines. A moment of caution can add up to a 
longer life. 

Essay judging completed March 30 
The essay contest winners 

and runners-up were an¬ 
nounced March 30. Winners will 
also be congratulated in the 
June issue of the JAMUP. 

Carol Wilhoit, SIEC tour di¬ 
rector, visited 11 area high 
schools. Essay materials were 
furnished to 289 prospective es¬ 
sayists. 

The essay banquet to honor 
the winners will be held April 18 
at Shawnee Community College, 
Ullin. Parents, teachers and 
school officials of the winners 
are invited to share the students’ 
special night. The winning es¬ 
says entitled “What Tomorrow’s 
Members Expect of Their Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative” will be pre¬ 

sented during the banquet. 
Finalists will attend “Illinois 

Rural Electric and Telephone 
Youth Day” in Springfield April 
13. Grand prize winners will 
travel to Washington, D.C., June 
17-24 for the “Youth to Washing¬ 
ton” tour sponsored by the As¬ 
sociation of Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operatives and SIEC. 
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George Inman (left) presents plaque to James R. Chapman, while Larry Lovell looks on. 

SI EC presents award of appreciation 
During the SIEC regular 

board meeting February 28, 
James R. Chapman, Southern 
Illinois Power Co-operative 
(SIPC), Marion, was recognized 
for 30 years of devoted and dedi¬ 
cated service to SIPC and to the 
three distribution cooperatives. 
Chapman retired from SIPC on 

March 18. 
SIEC vice president George 

Inman and general manager 
Larry Lovell presented Chapman 
with a Resolution of Apprecia¬ 
tion and a plaque. The board 
wished to acknowledge the lead¬ 
ership exhibited and activities 
sponsored by the retiring SIPC 

manager. 
Tim Reeves assumed the role 

of general manager of SIPC ef¬ 
fective September 18, 1993, in a 
smooth transition of leadership 
for the Marion-based generation 
and transmission cooperative. 
Tim Reeves previously served as 
manager of SIEC from 1980-90. 

1994 Nominating Committee to meet June 16 
Members to serve on the 

1994 Nominating Committee 
were appointed by Guy Casper, 
SIEC president of the board of 
directors, at the 1993 annual 
meeting of the members held 
August 5. The committee will 
meet at the cooperative head¬ 

quarters, Route 51 north of 
Dongola, at 8 p.m. on Thursday, 
June 16, to consider nominees 
for election to the board of direc¬ 
tors at the 1994 meeting of the 
members. 

The following were appointed 
to the 1993-94 Nominating 

Committee to represent their re¬ 
spective counties: 

Alexander County delegate, 
Donald E. Masterson, Route 1 
Box 72, Cache, IL 62914; and 
alternate, Richard R. Walker, 1 
East Cape Terrace, McClure, IL 

(continued on page 12c) 
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Buyer beware Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.O.Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Guy Casper Johnson County 
Vice President George R. Inman Pulaski County 
Sec.-treas. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 
Lawrence Wilke Massac County 
Bob J. Ury Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
Richard D. Moss Alexander County 
DaleTaake Pulaski County 

Manager Lany Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 
Office Manager Chris L Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 
1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 
Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 

Alexander Counties Call: 

1 -800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 

524-5627 Perry Dailey 

524-3516 Robin Ramage 

524-3518 Larry Joe Keller 

*Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are line¬ 

man. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there might not 

be anyone at home to answere their 

phone 

Scams have been around for 
centuries, and in an uncertain 
economy they flourish. Espe¬ 
cially at risk are the unem¬ 
ployed, the aged, the informed 
and the young — we’re all tar¬ 
gets. You can protect yourself by 
keeping your wits about you and 
your pocketbook firmly closed — 
and educate yourself. 

Easy Money 
If a letter comes in the mail 

promising a fast loan — no ques¬ 
tions asked — throw it out. What 
credible financial institution 
would lend anyone money with¬ 
out making you qualify? 

Final sale 
How often have you seen or 

heard the phrase, “All sales are 
final?” In truth, some purchases 
are less final than others. You 
must be able to use a product 
for its intended purpose, or 
you’re due a refund. 

Meaningless mark- 
downs 

Unless you comparison 
shop, you can’t possibly know 
whether the markdown is legiti¬ 
mate or if the item was marked 
well above its actual value in the 
first place. 

Calling cards 
When making telephone 

calls, be sure no one can see you 
punch in your personal code. 

Exploitation 
Don’t accept any package 

from a deliveryman that’s been 
sent C.O.D. — unless you your¬ 
self have specifically ordered the 
merchandise. 

Telemarketing ploy 
Don’t give your credit card 

number to anyone claiming to 
need it for a marketing survey, 
or you may be billed for mer¬ 
chandise you never ordered. 

Investment hype 
When a stockbroker recom¬ 

mends a new company by tell¬ 
ing you the stock’s value could 
rise 25 percent, stop and think. 
If an investment has the poten¬ 
tial to go up 25 percent, it also 
can go down 25 percent, or more. 
Ask for an analyst’s report be¬ 
fore buying any stock, and read 
everything you can about the 
company. 

Freelance fraud 
Have you seen these ads? 

“Earn $500 a week working at 
home. Just send in $35...” Why 
would you pay to work? At best 
you’ll probably receive only a 
useless instruction book. 

Unsolicited trouble 
Never do business with any¬ 

body who knocks on your door 
offering to repave your driveway, 
replace your windows, water¬ 
proof your basement, tune your 
furnace or repair your roof. If you 
need work done, find a reputable 
contractor and get written esti¬ 
mates. 

Funeral shakedown 
Prices and services for funer¬ 

als vary widely. The Federal 
trade Commission regulates 
pricing disclosure within the in¬ 
dustry and requires funeral 
homes to state prices over the 
phone. According to law, a fam¬ 
ily must be offered a printed gen¬ 
eral price list, itemizing expenses 
and explaining FTC regulations. 

Bait-and-Switch 
A classic bait-and-switch 

scam is when an item advertised 
at a greatly reduced price is “out 
of stock,” and the salesman tries 
to sell you a more expensive 
brand. If you want the cheaper 
item, insist on it. 

Remember, if it sounds too good 
to be true, it usually is. 

12b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/May 1994 



Getting to know your 
employees 

Leonard Temke began work¬ 
ing at Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative in August 
1973 and has completed 20 
years of service. He worked in 
the resale department as a re¬ 
sale appliance technician. 
When the department was 
discontinued in 1987, 
Leonard went outside as a 
forestry apprentice. Shortly 
thereafter he advanced to for¬ 
estry journeyman and at this 
time is classified as a forestry 
foreman. 

Temke was bom and edu¬ 
cated in Ullin, attending the 
New Hope Grade School 
through the seventh grade 
and then graduating from 
Ullin School. He is married to 
the former Hazel L. Goins of 

Leonard Temke 

Wetaug. The couple have two 
daughters, Pamela Crabtree, 
Huber Heights, Ohio, and 
Bridget Collins, Jackson, Mo., 
and four grandsons ranging in 
age from 6 weeks to 18 years. 

Leonard enjoys his church 
activities and spending time 
with relatives and friends. 

First Southern 
Illinois 

Cooperative 
Youth 

Conference 
at SIU-C 

This year the Illinois Coop¬ 
erative Coordinating Committee 
(ICCC) will sponsor the first 
Southern Illinois Cooperative 
Youth Conference at Southern 
Illinois University-Carbondale 
on June 27 and 28. This confer¬ 
ence is designed to expose up to 
120 area high school students 
to an in-depth study of the co¬ 
operative way of doing business. 
Participating students will go 
through intensive workshops on 
cooperative structure, financing, 
management and careers in co¬ 
operatives, led by cooperative 
professionals. The conference is 
being patterned after a similar 
program successfully held at the 
University of Wisconsin- 
Plattville for more than 15 years. 

The ICCC asked local coop¬ 
eratives, both electric and tele¬ 
phone, to select one or more 
outstanding high school stu¬ 
dents to attend the conference. 
Participation was limited to 120 
statewide. 

The SIEC board of directors 
elected to sponsor one student 
from each of the 12 high schools 
within the five-county area we 
serve. Each high school was 
asked to select and 11th or 12th 
grade student who would admi¬ 
rably represent their school and 
the cooperative in action and 
abilities. Seven local high school 
students have enrolled in the 
conference. 

(continued from 12a) 
62957. 

Johnson County delegate, 
Jerry Corzine, Route 1 Box 113, 
Cypress, IL 62923; and alter¬ 
nate, Charley Littleton, Route 1 
Box 113, Cypress, IL 62923. 

Massac County delegate, 
Derril Bremer, Route 1 Box 510, 
Brookport, IL 62910; and alter¬ 
nate, Larry Fisher, Route 1 Box 
131, Karnak, IL 62956. 

Pulaski County delegate, 
Robert Heisner, Route 1 Box 10, 
Grand Chain, IL 62941; and al¬ 
ternate, Kenneth Taake, Route 
1 Box 32A1, Ullin. IL 62992. 

Union County delegate, Fred 
Pitts, Route 1 Box 131, Bun¬ 
combe, IL 62912; and alternate. 

Orris Mosby, Route 1 Box 274, 
Jonesboro, IL 62952. 

The bylaws of the coopera¬ 
tive provide the nominations to 
the board of directors may be 
made by {1) nominating commit¬ 
tee (2) petition received not less 
than 25 days prior to the actual 
meeting, signed by 15 or more 
active members, or (3) an active 
member from the floor at the 
annual meeting. The three-year 
terms of the directors are expired 
alternately so that each year 
elections are held for a portion 
of the board. At the 1994 annual 
meeting elections will be held for 
a director from each of the three 
counties: Massac, Pulaski, and 
Union. 

rz 
* Memorial Day 

office closing Monday, May 30 
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A Window of Opportunity 

Under Secretary Nash foresees 
expanded role for cooperatives 

Cooperatives may have origi¬ 
nated in England 150 years ago, 
“but to me, the idea has always 
seemed American — of the 
people, by the people and for the 
people," says Bob Nash, under 
secretary for USDA’s Small Com¬ 
munity and Rural Development 
Service. 

Addressing the National Co¬ 
operative Month luncheon at the 
National Press Building in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., in October, Nash 
said the founding principle of co¬ 
operatives is “nothing other than 
the empowerment of people 
through mutual self-help busi¬ 
ness activity. 

“Cooperatives and what they 
are about are embraced by this 
administration, and I know Ag¬ 
riculture Secretary Mike Espy 
feels the same way.” 

Cooperatives have demon¬ 
strated their effectiveness by giv¬ 
ing farmers a voice they did not 
have and helping them to retain 
their independence, he said. 
“Cooperatives have served this 
nation well through all kinds of 
economic ups and downs and 
will continue to do so as rural 
America is revitalized and made 
a better place to live and work. 
Cooperatives are one of the so¬ 
lutions to the challenges ahead 
as we address rural development 
in America.” 

Cooperatives will play a key 
role in the Clinton admi¬ 
nistration’s effort to “reinvent the 
USDA," Nash said. As part of this 
effort, the Agricultural Coopera¬ 
tive Service is being moved from 
Marketing and Inspection Ser¬ 
vices to the new Office of Rural 
Economic and Community De¬ 
velopment, which Nash heads. 

Nash noted that he has been 
working in the field of rural deve¬ 
lopment for 20 years, calling it 
“an issue I care about passion¬ 
ately.” 

Under his direction, the Of¬ 
fice of Rural Economic and Com¬ 
munity Development will include 
three agencies: 

♦Rural Utilities Service, 
which combines the telephone 
and electrical programs of the 
Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion (REA) with the water and 
sewer programs of the Rural De¬ 
velopment Administration (RDA). 
These programs include water 
and waste disposal loans and 
grants, emergency water assis¬ 
tance grants and solid waste 
management grants. Distance 
learning and medical link grant 
programs will be included with 
electrification and telephone 
programs. 

♦Rural Business and Coop¬ 
erative Development Service, 
which includes the Agricultural 
Cooperative Service (ACS), REA 
and RDA business development 
programs and the Alternative 
Agricultural Research and Com¬ 
mercialization Center. 

Nash says he foresees ACS 
taking on a broader role in this 
new configuration of agencies. 

“ACS has provided knowl¬ 
edge over the years to improve 
the effectiveness and perfor¬ 
mance of farmer cooperatives 
and has distinct missions to ac¬ 
complish. We will be reviewing 
these missions as part of rein¬ 
venting USDA. But we do not 
anticipate deleting or changing 
the mission of ACS, just expand¬ 
ing it to include service in coop¬ 
eration and partnership with 
other types of cooperatives. To 
do that, we are going to need 
more resources, and I’m going to 
fight for those resources for ACS 
because I believe in the coopera¬ 
tive concept. 

“Cooperatives, by nature and 
design, are invaluable assets in 
any rural development pro- 
gram,"Tie stressed. 

Some of the other major 
changes at USDA include elevat¬ 
ing Food and Nutrition and Con¬ 
sumer Services to the under sec¬ 
retary level. The new Natural Re¬ 
sources Conservation Service is 
being created by combining the 
Soil Conservation Service with 
Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation Service (ASCS) 
conservation programs. The new 
Farm Service Agency will be cre¬ 
ated by combining the ASCS, 
Federal Crop Insurance Corpo¬ 
ration and FmHA farmer pro¬ 
grams. 

These are just some of the 
changes in what will be the big¬ 
gest transformation of USDA in 
its history, Nash said. Overall, 
the number of USDA agencies 
will be reduced from 43 to 30. 
Restructuring should save $1.3 
billion and reduce staff by 7,500 
over the next five years. Nash 
said he hopes the staff reduction 
can be achieved through attri¬ 
tion and early retirements. 

“There is no question that 
government is going to get 
smaller, but we still have a job 
to do. Our aim is to create a new 
USDA that works better and 
costs less by cutting waste and 
bureaucracy.” 

Nash said Secretary Espy 
has outlined four principles that 
restructuring must meet: it must 
improve the delivery of service to 
clients; it must remain consis¬ 
tent with the mandated mission 
of USDA; it must provide a bet¬ 
ter environment for USDA em¬ 
ployees and it must save the 
taxpayers money. 

“The federal government 
can’t create a new rural 
America,” Hash said. “Rural 
people will have to do that.” How¬ 
ever, the federal government 
“can and should be a major part 
of the engine.” 

He urged the cooperative 
representatives in the audience 
to “step back and re-think your 
role. How are you relating to your 
community? Are you reaching 
out to your community? This is 
a great opportunity for coopera¬ 
tives.” 
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Board president Guy Casper and essayists receiving awards at the banquet are, back row 
from left: Shannon Crockett, Claude Wright, Paula Pinnon, Jennifer Martin, Mark Boaz, 
Jasson Reichert and Guy Casper, SIEC president, and front row from left: Mandy Boyd, Teri 
Jones, Andrea Jackson—winner, Casey Stahlheber—winner, Nathan Cross, Emily Blackburn 
and April Poole, 1993 Miss Southern Illinois Electric. 

Essay banquet April 18 
Winners in the SIEC “Youth 

to Washington” essay contest 
received recognition during a 
banquet at Shawnee Commu¬ 
nity College, Ullin, April 18. 

Grand prize winners of the 
expense-paid tour of Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. are Andrea Jackson, 
Dongola High School, daughter 
of Walter and Robin Jackson, 
Dongola: and Casey Stahlheber, 
Anna-Jonesboro Community 
High School, son of Eric and Ann 
Stahlheber, Jonesboro. 

The runners-up in the con¬ 
test are: Mark E. Boaz, Anna- 
Jonesboro Community High 
School; Mary Ledbetter, Tiffany 
McClellan, Amy Junkerman, 
Emily Blackburn, Jasson 
Reichert and Nathan Cross of 
Century High School; and Liam 
Duffy, Tyler Clutts and Jennifer 
Lingle of Cobden High School. 

Students who received “Hon¬ 

orable Mention” are: Victor 
Ingkanisorn, and Shannon 
Crockett, Massac County High 
School; Tracy Mezo and Paula 
Pinnon, Shawnee High School; 
Teri Jones, Vienna High School; 
Claude Wright, Dongola High 
School; Jennifer Martin, 
Goreville High School; and 
Mandy Boyd, Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School. 

Parents, sponsoring school 
administrators and teachers, es¬ 
say judges and cooperative per¬ 
sonnel were also invited to 
attend. Judges serving on this 
year’s panel were: Helen Mullins, 
Administrative Assistant, Tri- 
County Electric Cooperative, Mt. 
Vernon; Carolyn Holm, English 
instructor, Shawnee Community 
College, Ullin; and Dr. Art 
Aikman, Curriculum and In¬ 
struction, SIU, Carbondale. April 
Poole of Anna, “Miss Southern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative of 
1993,” was also present for the 
festivities. 

Following the dinner, the two 
winners presented their essays 
entitled, “What Tomorrow’s 
Members Expect of Their Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives.” 

John Freitag, assistant to 
the manager at the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 
narrated a slide presentation of 
activities that took place during 
the 1993 tour. Freitag is the tour 
director for the 1994 “Youth to 
Washington” trip. 

SIEC board president Guy 
Casper presented each finalist a 
Willie Wiredhand Achievement 
Award as high commendation 
for the quality of their essays. 

The 12 students and “Miss 
Southern” participated in “Ru¬ 
ral Electric and Telephone Youth 

(Continued on 12d) 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.O.Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Guy Casper Johnson County 
Vice President George R. Inman Pulaski County 
Sec.-treas. David L Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 
Lawrence Wilke Massac County 
Bob J. Ury Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
Richard D. Moss Alexander County 
Dale Taake Pulaski County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 
Office Manager Chris L Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.. 
Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 
or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 
Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 

Alexander Counties Call: 

1 -800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 

524-5627 Perry Dailey 

524-3516 Robin Ramage 

524-3518 Larry Joe Keller 

‘Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are line¬ 

men. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there may not 

be anyone at home to answer their 

phone 

Getting to know your employees 
Ken Corzine is 

SIEC line superinten¬ 
dent. He joined the 
cooperative in Janu¬ 
ary 1975 and has 
worked in the capac¬ 
ity of forestry appren¬ 
tice, forestry 
journeyman, appren¬ 
tice lineman and 
journeyman lineman. 
He was advanced to 
his present position in January 
1979. 

The line superintendent is 
responsible for supervising and 
coordinating utility servicemen, 
construction and forestry crews 
and maintenance of the coopera¬ 
tive truck fleet. He also super¬ 
vises warehouse inventory and 
the purchase of line hardware. 

Corzine was born and raised 
in the Dongola area. He gained 
work experience early in life as 
his father’s right-hand man in 

the family trucking 
business. He is 
graduate of Dongola 
High and attended 
engineering classes 
at S.I.U. He has 
been involved in 
trucking and cattle 
raising most of his 
adult life. 

Ken is married to 
the former Patty 

Karraker. The couple lives in 
Dongola. They have two chil¬ 
dren: Mark lives in Dongola and 
manages a cattle operation; and 
Vicki Mead lives in northern 
Louisiana and is presently a 
housewife. They are also very 
proud of their two grandsons 
and two granddaughters. 

Ken spends the majority of 
his free time working on the farm 
but lists golf as his favorite pas¬ 
time. 

Ken Corzine 

Minding Your Business. 
SIEC Annual Meeting 

Shawnee College Ullin 

Each member registering 
will receive $10 credit 
on electric bill 

1. Miss S.I.E.C. Beauty 
Pageant 

2. Business Meeting 
3 Election of Officers 
4. Entertainment— 

The Phelps Brothers 
5. Live Line Safety 

Demonstration 
6. Early Bird Prizes 
7. Attendance Prizes 
8. Food & Beverages 

Office closing 
The office of 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
will be closed Monday, July 4, 
to observe Independence Day. 
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What Tomorrow’s Members Expect 
From Their Electric Co-op 

This is one of two winning 
essays in the Southern Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperative 
uYouth to Washington,, essay 
contest, written by Casey 
Stahlheber, a student at 
Anna-Jonesboro Community 
High School. 

Last summer, our area expe¬ 
rienced a heavy windstorm, 
causing power outages across 
Southern Illinois. The lack of 
electrical power showed many 
people just how dependent we 
are on electricity. Conveniences 
such as refrigeration, hot water, 
lights, air conditioning and tele¬ 
vision were unattainable to the 
people without electricity. Long 
ago, electrical power was consid¬ 
ered a luxury, only used by the 
wealthy. Today it is an essential 
part of almost everyone’s life. In 
the future, the use of electricity 
will most certainly become in¬ 
creasingly important. 

As a future member of an 
electric cooperative, I expect 
many services. First, I expect the 
needed electricity to be at the 
most reasonable cost possible. I 
also feel the electric cooperative 
should take responsibility for 
keeping the environment 
healthy. Lastly, I believe that the 
electric cooperative should con¬ 
tinue to be a non-profit organi¬ 
zation, operated for the good of 
its members. 

Before 1936, only ten per¬ 
cent of rural America had access 
to electricity. During the term of 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
the Rural Electrification Agency 
was formed. He and many oth¬ 
ers serving in the government 
felt access to electricity was a 
necessity to American success. 
Soon after, nearly all of the 
United States had electrical ser¬ 
vice. 

Electricity is supplied to ru¬ 
ral areas by a rural electric co¬ 
operative. In an electric 
cooperative, the members elect 

a board of directors who must 
be members of the cooperative. 
The board of directors run the 
cooperative, hiring staff and 
overseeing the operation. The 
bylaws, which members help 

Casey Stahlheber 

establish, set the standards for 
the cooperative. 

Many local cooperatives be¬ 
long to statewide cooperative 
associations and the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Asso¬ 
ciation. The statewide associa¬ 
tion helps the local cooperative 
by informing the state govern¬ 
ment of the cooperative’s needs, 
publishing a newsletter for the 
members, and educating the co¬ 
operative staff. The National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Asso¬ 
ciation also publishes a newslet¬ 
ter, informs the national 
government of electric coopera¬ 
tives concerns, shares the latest 
technology with the co-ops, and 
works for growth of electric co¬ 
ops both in this country and oth¬ 
ers. Other services by 
cooperatives include community 
services such as safety programs 
and beautification projects. I 
expect the electric cooperatives 
of the future to continue to op¬ 
erate under these same stan¬ 
dards and continue to benefit 
from the statewide association 
and National Rural Electric Co¬ 

operative Association. 
As a future member of an 

electric cooperative I would like 
to see an effort made to provide 
electricity to its members at as 
low of cost as possible. By con¬ 
tinuing as a non-profit organi¬ 
zation, rather than being a 
for-profit organization, the 
prices can be kept down. A busi¬ 
ness run for profit wants prices 
kept high. This lets the owners 
of the business make as much 
money as possible. A non-profit 
cooperative owned by it’s mem¬ 
bers wants prices high enough 
to pay costs, but not necessarily 
high enough to make a profit. 
The cooperative members decide 
for the cooperative what costs 
they want to add to the basic 
electrical costs to insure that 
other needs are met. 

The electric cooperative 
should set aside funds to re¬ 
search entirely new ways of pro¬ 
ducing energy. The cooperative 
should also work to make the 
current electric power system as 
efficient as possible. I believe 
that it is the responsibility of the 
local cooperatives, the statewide 
associations and the National 
Rural Electrical Cooperative As¬ 
sociation to work cooperatively 
together to meet these goals. 

In the future, electric coop¬ 
eratives should continue to be 
responsible to the environment. 
The electric cooperatives need to 
make protection of the environ¬ 
ment a top priority even if it 
means adding some costs. The 
cooperative can work to help 
protect the environment. First of 
all, the cooperative needs to re¬ 
search methods of efficiently 
taking care of the air, water and 
soil as regards to the use of elec¬ 
tricity. There needs to be regu¬ 
lar inspections of its power 
plants, locating problems, and 
correcting them as soon as pos¬ 
sible. Another effective way to 

(Continued on 12d) 
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You can now pay your electric bill 
by Visa and Mastercard 

The Cooperative is now offer¬ 
ing a new payment service to our 
members — the opportunity to 
use your Visa or MasterCard 
credit cards to pay your electric 
account. At first, this may sound 
like a service that probably 
would not be utilized, but there 
are several benefits to our mem¬ 
bers. 

Many of our members are 
away from the area when their 
electric bill comes due, whether 
they are wintering somewhere or 
just gone for a short period of 
time. If they do not want to pay 
their bill months or weeks in 
advance, they can now choose to 
have their bill charged to their 
credit card when the due date 
arrives. Additionally, if you find 
that the payment date has 

slipped up on you and you need 
to get your bill paid 
before the time it 
takes for the mail to 
be delivered, you can 
call in your credit card 
information and your 
reading and not be re¬ 
quired to pay a late pay¬ 
ment fee. You should 
then mail in your meter 
reading card for proper 
posting to your account, 
but your account would al¬ 
ready be paid. During those 
months when your electric 
bill may be higher than you 
want to pay all at once, the 
ability to charge your account to 
your credit card also gives you 
the opportunity to stretch out 
your payments. If you think you 

will have a need to use this ser¬ 
vice, please do not hesitate to 
contact our Billing Department 
for more information. 

Right-of-way spraying scheduled for mid-summer 
In mid-summer, aerial 

right-of-way spraying will 
take place in portions of 
Pulaski, Massac, Pope, and 
Johnson counties. 

The cooperative will spray 
the right-of-way in these 
counties to control the den¬ 
sity of brush and vegetation 

on rough terrain. Right-of-way 
maintenance reduces the 
number of outages caused by 
growth of this type. 

(Continued from 12a) 
Day in Springfield April 13. Stu¬ 
dents and chaperones spent the 
day visiting with legislators and 

(Continued from 12c) 
protect the environment is to 
help educate the community, 
both members of the coopera¬ 
tive and non-members on ways 
to be conservative in the use of 
electricity. A newsletter could 
regularly mention environmen¬ 
tal issues and should state ba¬ 
sic ideas people could use to 
help preserve and even improve 
environmental problems. The 
cooperative could also recom¬ 
mend and encourage energy¬ 
saving products. On a national 
and world-wide scale, the Na- 

seeing the city’s historic sights. 
Stahlheber, Jackson and Poole 
will join about 65 tour winners 
from electric and telephone co- 

tional Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association can also make an 
impact on encouraging people to 
be responsible users of electric¬ 
ity and protectors of the environ¬ 
ment. The Association should 
work for conservation of the 
nation’s and world’s natural re¬ 
sources. Educating developing 
countries about good and safe 
environmental practices would 
be a responsibility of the Asso¬ 
ciation. Finally, the cooperatives 
should support politicians who 
believe in conserving the envi¬ 
ronment. 

operatives around the state for 
the June 17-24 tour of Washing¬ 
ton. 

As energy needs as well as 
business competition grow in the 
future, it will become increas¬ 
ingly challenging for the coop¬ 
eratives to stay competitive and 
keep their members satisfied. I 
believe it can be done by remain¬ 
ing a non-profit organization, by 
producing energy as cheaply and 
efficiently as possible, and by 
striving to protect the environ¬ 
ment. By striving to meet these 
goals, the rural electric coopera¬ 
tives of America will do a service 
to both its members and the 
world. 
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From here to there 

The average Illinois electric cooperative has 
more than 1,000 miles of power line — a distance 
farther than from here to Mount Rushmore. That’s 
a lot of miles to take care of, replacing old line, 
clearing tree branches, putting up what nature 
tears down. And that’s why our employees both 
outside and in the office are dedicated to planning 
a system that reliably meets the ever-increasing 
demands of our members. Come to think of it, 
your electric system is a pretty solid monument, 
itself...to cooperation. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 
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Southern Winds Electric Cooperative 
U. 5. 51 NORTH t P.O. BOX WO • DONCOLA, IL 62926 \ { TELEPHONE: 618/827-3555 • FAX: 618/827-3585 

TO: Members 

FROM: Guy Casper, President 

SUBJECT: Creation of water distribution system 

The following news release appeared in area newspapers around June 1. It con¬ 

cerns the creation of a water distribution system. The cooperative bylaws will have to be 

changed in order for the cooperative to be involved in this venture. The membership will be 

asked to vote on the bylaw change at the August 4 annual meeting of the members. More 

information will be presented to you prior to the annual meeting. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative has taken the first steps toward supplying quality wa¬ 

ter to much of its service territory. 

While continuing its original mission of providing dependable electric service, SIEC is laying 

the groundwork to further improve the lives of its members. The not-for-profit utility’s board of 

directors has approved applying for funds to create a water distribution system throughout its 

service area. The first phase would be built in Pulaski and Alexander counties and portions of 

Union and Johnson counties. 

Many rural residents in those counties are served by private wells that are unreliable or de¬ 

liver poor quality water. SIEC’s system would tap into a plentiful underground water table that 

runs across the southern tip of Illinois. 

To meet June and July deadlines, cooperative officials are already preparing to file applica¬ 

tions for financing. At SIEC’s August 4 annual membership meeting, the cooperative’s members 

will be asked to vote for a bylaw change that permits this new venture. 

The SIEC proposal takes to heart the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s recent call for electric 

cooperatives to help bring good water to their regions —just as the cooperatives have bettered the 

local lifestyle by electrifying rural homes and farms during the past five decades. 

Larry Lovell, general manager of SIEC, says that various government agencies have been 

looking at the local water supply problems. However, they have focused on towns without consid¬ 

ering the people who live and work in the country. 

“To make sure that our rural members are included in a water project, we are taking the 
(Continued on page 12g) 
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MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI JOHNSON ALEXANDER 
published by Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Dongola, Illinois 

You’re Invited 
ANNUAL MEETING 
Shawnee College - Ullin 

August 4,1994 

Registration 5:00 p.m. 

Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

Each member registerin 

receive one $10 credit 

electric bill 

Attendance Prizes 

Early Bird Prizes 
Business Meeting 

Election of Officers 
Food & Beverages 

The Phelps Brothers 
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What Tomorrow’s Members Expect 
From Their Electric Co-op 

This is one of two winning 
essays in the Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative “Youth to 
Washington" essay contest, 
written by Andrea Jackson, a 
student at Dongola High 
School. 

In the old church house, the 
women gather as they do every 
Wednesday for their weekly quilt¬ 
ing and chatting session. Each 
lady brings with her several 
pieces of brightly colored cloth, 
pins, needles and thread. As the 
women join to form their circle, 
they share stories and bring 
together the different pieces of 
cloth, each unique and meaning¬ 
ful. Soon the pieces begin to take 
shape, combining to constitute 
a beautiful design. The finished 
product, a lovely quilt, is price¬ 
less. It provides comfort, secu¬ 
rity and beauty to the lives of 
those it touches. 

A cooperative, like the quilt, 
is an alliance of individuals seek¬ 
ing to enrich the quality of their 
lives. Alone, a member lacks the 
strength or talent to accomplish 
such difficult tasks; however, 
united the members pool their 
strengths and talents and, 
through the cooperative, are able 
to effect improvements in their 
lifestyle, growth in communities, 
and economic stability in their 
state and nation. 

Perhaps the finest example 
of a cooperative in action is the 
electric cooperative. For rural de¬ 
velopment to have been success¬ 
ful, much local involvement and 
grass roots effort were required. 
Since the rural people wanted 
the electric cooperative to work, 
they put forth the necessary ef¬ 
fort to make it work. 

In the early days of the rural 
electrification program, people 
went out into the countryside 
and withstood heat, cold, bad 

roads, and ridicule. They talked 
to their neighbors and convinced 
them to join the cooperative, but 
there were those who were very 

Andrea Jackson 

skeptical that electricity could 
become a reality for rural 
America. 

The government, through 
the Rural Electrification Admin¬ 
istration, provided money for 
loans, help and guidance, but 
the people who wanted electric¬ 
ity actually did the basic work 
that was needed to get the coop¬ 
erative started. In some cases, 
they went so far as to dig holes 
for poles and to string lines. 

The strength of an electric 
cooperative is the collection of 
individuals who pool their 
muscle power, thinking power, 
and bargaining power into a 
single organization to do impor¬ 
tant things for the people in¬ 
volved. It is owned by the people 
it serves and is subject to their 
control; it is the recipient of their 
thinking, creativity, and support. 
It is guided by six principles 
which have become the trade¬ 
mark of cooperatives around the 

world. Two significant ones are 
democratic control and empha¬ 
sis on services, not profit. These 
two keep personal involvement 
greater and affordable quality 
service available for continued 
economic growth. 

Nothing can be more repre¬ 
sentative in its home area than 
the electric cooperative because 
everyone in the cooperative’s 
service area is a part of its mem¬ 
bership. No greater awareness of 
the needs of an area is more evi¬ 
dent than in the people who call 
the area home. It is this trait of 
the electric cooperative which 
makes it ideal for expanding its 
role beyond providing basic elec¬ 
tric service. 

For example, the cooperative 
In partnership with other indi¬ 
viduals and agencies works to 
design and deliver advanced 
technology to meet current and 
future needs for fuel. It has 
helped in improving usage effi¬ 
ciency, developing clean energy 
technologies, promoting health 
and safety, improving environ¬ 
mental protection, and contain¬ 
ing costs. 

To improve small town life, 
electric cooperatives are playing 
a larger role in bringing water 
and sewer services to their ar¬ 
eas and facilitating health care 
services. Also, the electric coop¬ 
erative promotes small business. 
Survival of the small business in 
America will assist in creating 
jobs and developing the eco¬ 
nomic potential of the area. In 
addition, cooperatives offer 
safety programs and recreation 
programs. They aid in obtaining 
needed social services, adult 
education programs and beau¬ 
tification projects. Electric coop¬ 
eratives around the world are 
committed to many large issues, 
including electrification of devel¬ 
oping countries in the world, and 
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Budget billing 
available 

A budget billing payment plan is available to residen¬ 
tial consumers of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. 

Budget billing allows customers to pay a fixed amount 
for 11 months of each year. In the 12th month, the 
customer’s billing will be adjusted to bring the account up 
to date. The budget amount each consumer pays will be 
based on the past 12 months history. 

To qualify for budget billing, a customer: 
1. must be a residential consumer with a rate classifi¬ 

cation of 01 or 03. 
2. must have been connected for at least one year. 
3. must have a good payment record with the coopera¬ 

tive. 
Customers wanting to change to budget billing will be 

allowed to do so in September of each year. If you are in¬ 
terested in changing to budget billing, or if you have ques¬ 
tions about budget billing, please contact the office by 
August 20. Ask for the billing supervisor. 

What tomorrow's, continued 
construction of new generating 
facilities to provide energy for 
tomorrow’s homes and busi¬ 
nesses. They work for the pres¬ 
ervation of the environment, 
conservation of the world’s en¬ 
ergy resources, and development 
of other sources of energy. 

As the electric cooperative 
has displayed in the past, it is 
essential for the welfare of rural 
America. Attracting business, 
bringing jobs and boosting local 
economies are major challenges. 
But, the cooperative, a locally- 
based enterprise, is ideally posi¬ 
tioned to provide development 
and growth which is sensitive to 
local business conditions as well 
as responsive to the needs of 

rural communities. 
Anything that we create 

must first begin with a design. 
Then to this we add commitment 
and the endless labor of those of 
us who join the circle to piece 
together that design. What we 
create is stitched together with 
our past experiences and future 
hopes, and our block with which 
we build are all our todays and 
yesterdays. Our finished product 
is an affirmation of our hard 
work. The electric cooperative is 
such a design. As we endeavor 
each day to enhance the comfort, 
security, and beauty of the lives 
we touch, we future members of 
an electric cooperative can be 
proud. 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.O.Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Guy Casper Johnson County 
Vice President George R. Inman Pulaski County 
Sec.-treas. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 
Lawrence Wilke Massac County 
Bob J. Ury Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
Richard D. Moss Alexander County 
Dale Taake Pulaski County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 
Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:QQ a.m.-4:QQ p.m., 

Monday through Saturday 
Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 
or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 
and Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 

Alexander Counties Call: 
1 -800-762-1400 Dongola office 
618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 
524-5627 Perry Dailey 

524-3516 Robin Ramage 

524-3518 Larry Joe Keller 

*Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are line¬ 
men. Once outages start, they will 
be out working and there may not 

be anyone at home to answer their 

phone 

Office closing 

The office of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative will be closed Monday, July 4, to 

observe Independence Day. 
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Miss SIEC 
Beauty Pageant 
Eligible young ladies may enter the Miss South¬ 

ern Illinois Electric beauty pageant by submitting 
the entry form attached. 

Rules: 16-22 years of age, never married, and 
a member of a family who has an active member¬ 
ship currently receiving power from the Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative. Previous first-place 
winners are not eligible. Entrants will be judged in 
interview, swimsuit and evening gown. 

Interview 40%: General knowledge, achievements, 
vocabulary, voice 
Swimsuit 30%: Beauty, poise, posture 
Evening Gown 30%: Beauty, charm, grace 

Prizes 
First Prize—$150 cash, trophy, sash, and all-ex¬ 
pense paid trip to Washington, D.C., June, 1995. 
Second Prize—$100 cash, gift, and alternate to 
Washington, D.C., in the event the first prize win¬ 
ner is unable to go. 
Third Prize—$75 cash, gift 
Miss Congeniality—Trophy 
Consolation Prizes—$50 cash to each entrant 

April Poole, Miss SIEC 

Beauty pageant entry form 
I agree to abide by the rules set forth herein and I herewith give my permission for the 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative to use my picture and name for any publicity pur¬ 
poses in connection with the contest. I understand that if I should win the contest and be 
unable to participate in cooperative activities, an alternate may be selected in the manner 
described. 

Name   Phone  

Address    —  

Customer No.  Age  Date of Birth    
(obtain from billing book) 

Parents’ Name —  

If living with other than parents give name and address of person you live with. 
I certify that this information is true to the best of my knowledge. Please accept my entry in 
the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative Beauty Contest. 

Signed (Applicant)     

12f ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWSVJuly 1994 



(Continued from page 12b) 

lead to establish a large-scale pipe and treatment-plant system that also adequately serves the ru¬ 

ral consumers.” 

Though the plan primarily targets Alexander and Pulaski counties. Manager Lovell says that 

in the future the system will be expanded to serve other locations. 

In several ways the project mirrors a system organized in 1938 — when Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative was born. The utility was created to fill a need not being provided by other 

companies. Citizens worked together to help themselves by helping each other, supporting the co¬ 

operative in its early stages even when the personal benefits were still years away. 

Physically, the water system would resemble the system of electric lines: larger transmission 

lines carrying water from its source over distances, branching into distribution lines for 

individual consumers. Residents could connect to the distribution line running near their home, 

farm or business. 

Guy Casper of Cypress, president of the SIEC board of directors, comments that a reliable 

water supply would encourage people to build new homes in rural areas. “The addition of homes 

to the cooperative’s electric system means the cost of our electric operation can be shared among 

more people. This benefits all the cooperative’s members by holding down electric rates.” 

Casper points out that a new water system should be a welcome option to many current and 

potential residents. “Rather than spend money to drill and maintain a private well, they can spend 

the money to connect to the system. They wouldn’t have to worry about the upkeep on their own 

well.” 

The proposed water service would sell water in two ways: through retail sale directly to a 

customer, or wholesale to another distributor — for instance, a town’s water department or an ex¬ 

isting water district. 

For now, SIEC is wading into the early paperwork of loan and grant applications. The Farm¬ 

ers Home Administration and the Illinois Department of Commerce and Community Affairs are 

two sought-after sources of funding. And, in two months the cooperative will be seeking the votes 

of its members to make the waterworks more than a pipe dream. 

Manager Lovell says that the proposed water system would in no way affect the electric rates 

of cooperative members. 

“The water service would be operated separately and stand on its own. The financing of the 

construction and operation will not be tied to the electric cooperative. Our electric consumers will 

not subsidize the operation of the water system.” 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative supplies electricity to more than 9,800 members over 

1,965 miles of line throughout Alexander, Johnson, Massac, Pope, Pulaski and Union counties. 

For additional details, contact SIEC General Manager Larry Lovell or Member Services Di¬ 

rector Ron Medlin at (618) 827-3555. 
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Electric cooperatives 
volunteer to cut pollution 

In Grand Forks, N.D., local chefs watched as 
a high-powered, energy-efficient electric oven 
cooked a steak in just a few seconds. The demon¬ 
stration was sponsored by Minnkota Power 
Cooperative. 

In Illinois, electric cooperatives heavily promote 
the installation and use of energy-efficient geo¬ 
thermal heat pumps. 

Electric cooperatives in North Carolina have 
helped build six manufactured homes that have 
energy-efficient heating, cooling and water heater 
equipment. 

Throughout the West, rural electric coopera¬ 
tives are bringing solar power to their most rural 
consumers, whose homes are out of reach of 
traditional overhead lines. 

Like their rural consumers, rural electric 
cooperatives are taking steps to protect the 
environment as they generate and distribute 
electricity. 

As part of that effort, the National Rural Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association (NRECA) has signed 
an agreement with the U.S. Department of Energy 
that says the cooperatives will voluntarily cut 
emissions of the carbon gases that have been 
blamed for the Earth’s warming. 

NRECA, which represents 1,000 consumer- 
owned rural electric cooperatives in Washington, 
D.C., joined four other utility groups in signing 
the agreement on Earth Day. The others are 
the Edison Electric Institute, the American Public 
Power Association, the Large Public Power 
Council and the Tennessee Valley Authority. 

Under the Global Climate Challenge Agreement, 
the utilities will voluntarily undertake a series 
pollution-reduction strategies in an effort to 
reduce U.S. greenhouse gas emissions to their 
1990 levels by the year 2000. 

The strategies include: 
• Developing new, highly efficient electric 

technologies for commercial use. The 
FlashBake Oven demonstrated by the North 
Dakota co-op, for instance, uses 85 per¬ 
cent less energy than a conventional gas 
oven. 

• Investing in tree-planting programs. Trees 
consume carbon dioxide, the major green¬ 
house gas, and help cut air conditioning use 
by shading buildings from the hot summer 
sun. 

• Promoting pollution-free electric vehicles. 
• Helping foreign utilities and governments 

reduce their emissions of greenhouse gases. 

• Marketing geothermal heat pumps, which, 
through buried tubing, transfers Earth’s heat 
into cold homes in the winter and pushes hot 
air back outside in summertime. 

In other efforts, rural electric cooperatives have 
worked for several years to promote efficient elec¬ 
tric technologies — such as new, cordless electric 
lawn mowers — to their consumers. 

“One of the most effective ways to reduce 
emissions is to encourage the use of modern 
‘electrotechnologies,’ ” says Robert Bryant, 
general manager of Golden Spread Electric 
Cooperative in Amarillo, Tex., and chairman of 
NRECA’s Global Climate Task Force. 

Those technologies use less energy and create 
less pollution than the traditional gas- or oil-fired 
alternative, even when the emissions from the 
power plants that fuel them are considered. 

“Electric cooperatives are reflecting the same 
concerns as their consumers,” says John Neal, 
NRECA’s administrator of energy research and 
development. “That is, they’re doing their part for 
the environment.” 

Neal said voluntary efforts could make it less 
necessary for the federal government to require 
utilities to participate in emissions-reduction 
programs. 

The Global Climate Challenge is a response to 
President Clinton’s Climate Change Action Plan, 
which aims to lower emissions to their 1990 
levels. 

— Rural Electric News Service. 
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1973 and 1974 capital credits 
to be returned 

Most of you know that South¬ 
ern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
is a non-profit organization. Any 
profits or margins generated by 
the cooperative are allocated and 
redistributed to the members in 
the form of capital credits. 

In late 1986, your coopera¬ 
tive began returning capital cred¬ 
its to its members. The first dis¬ 
tribution covered the margins 
earned through 1959. Since this 

first retirement, the board has 
subsequently authorized the re¬ 
turn of the margins for the years 
1960 through 1974. 

At the July meeting, the 
board authorized the return of 
the capital credits for the years 
1973 and 1974. The total 
amount authorized for return 
from margins earned in 1973 is 
$341,559 and in 1974 is 
$116,633 for a total refund of 

$458,192. Of this amount, 
$213,277 is for capital credits 
allocated and returned to your 
cooperative from Southern Illi¬ 
nois Power Co-operative. The to¬ 
tal now authorized for return 
amounts to nearly $1,304,730. 
We will begin mailing the 1973 
and 1974 capital credit checks to 
you later this year. 

(Left) Late this spring the inside employees were 
given first-hand education as they visited the 
Dongola substation to observe linemen performing 
maintenance tasks. Ken Corzine, line superinten¬ 
dent, explains the activity of the crew to, from left: 
Leslie Mayo, Cindy Aden, Jo Porterfield, Betty 
Reynolds, Loraine McGee and Chris Bennett. (Right) 
Linemen are changing out a voltage regulator at the 
Dongola substation. 

New New billing books will be mailed in September for your October 1 meter reading. If 

foil I inn y°u have n°t received the book by October 1, call your Cooperative office at 827-3555 Pilling or 1-800-762-1400. 

books Please note: If you are on budget billing you will not receive a book. 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.O.Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Guy Casper Johnson County 
Vice President George R. Inman Pulaski County 
Sec.-treas. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 
Lawrence Wilke Massac County 
Bob J. Ury Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
Richard D. Moss Alexander County 
DaleTaake Pulaski County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L Wilhoit 
Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.. 

Monday through Saturday 
Call Toil Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 
or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 

Alexander Counties Call: 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 

524-5627 Perry Dailey 

524-3516 Robin Ramage 

524-3518 Larry Joe Keller 

‘Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are line¬ 

men. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there may not 

be anyone at home to answer their 

phone 

Getting to know your employees 
Carol L. Wilhoit is the SIEC 

administrative assistant and 
benefits administrator. She be¬ 
gan employment with the coop¬ 
erative in July 1975 and has a 
19-year service record. 

Carol is a lifelong resident of 
Union County and is a graduate 
of Anna-Jonesboro Community 
High School and Shawnee Com¬ 
munity College. 

She is married to Maurice W. 
Wilhoit, retired school adminis¬ 
trator. “Morrie” is a native of 
Westfield. The couple share eight 
children and 16 grandchildren. 

In addition to the children’s 
activities, the couple enjoys trav¬ 
eling, golfing, and especially fish¬ 
ing. 

Scholarship fund established 
deserving students in the “elec¬ 
tric cooperative family” and to 
provide a vehicle by which 
cooperatives and individuals can 
honor deceased members of the 
“Willie Wiredhand Family” and 
others through memorial gifts. 

Plans of the AIEC’s Scholar¬ 
ship Committee are to offer two 
scholarships each year — one to 
a son or daughter of an Illinois 
electric cooperative member and 
one to a son or daughter of an 
Illinois electric cooperative em¬ 
ployee or director. If you have 
questions concerning the schol¬ 
arship fund or would like to make 
a tax-deductible donation, call 
Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative at 1-800-762-1400 or 

At its meeting on January 20, contact Don Wood at the AIEC in 
the Association of Illinois Electric Springfield. That phone number 
Cooperative’s (AIEC) board of di- iS 1-217-529-5561. 
rectors approved a recommenda¬ 
tion to establish an Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Memorial Schol¬ 
arship Fund. The board autho¬ 
rized the AIEC to enter into a 
scholarship agreement with the 
Northern Illinois University (NIU) 
Foundation. Initially the NIU 
Foundation will administer the 
endowment for this scholarship 
program, which is designed to 
provide financial assistance to 

Carol L. Wilhoit 
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Be careful with 
the trees, please! 

Are you planning to clear land or get rid of dead trees? 
Cutting down trees is serious business, and observing a few rules will help 

you accomplish your task safely. 

• Always look overhead and to all sides surrounding your cutting site. Make 
sure the tree will not come into contact with any power lines when it falls. 

• If a tree does fall into a power line, or you come across a tree that has 
already fallen, do not ever — under any circumstance — attempt to remove 
it. 

• Stay clear of the tree and the line, and call us soon as possible. We’ll send 
a crew right away to take care of the problem. 

Contact us for more advice before you begin your tree-trimming. We’ll be 
happy to share more safety measures with you. 
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Help make a lineman’s job safer 
Being a lineman is no simple 

task. Climbing poles and string¬ 
ing electrical wire is a daily job 
despite weather reports or work¬ 
ing conditions. But even if the 
weather or working conditions 
weren’t problems, the lineman 
has a very dangerous job. 

To work on the electrical 
lines, a lineman uses a bucket 
truck or he has to climb the pole 
using special steel spikes called 
gaffs, which attach around his 
boots. These gaffs dig into the 
pole and give the lineman a solid 
hold on the pole as he works with 
the electrical lines. The lineman’s 
livelihood and his life depend on 
his being able to keep those gaffs 
in the pole. If he should lose his 
hold on the pole, he could fall, 
hurting himself badly or even 
killing himself. 

You can help the linemen at 
Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative by keeping the poles 
around your property free of any 
item that might keep them from 
doing their jobs properly. A few 

examples of how you can help 
follow: 

Don’t hang bird houses or 
basketball goals on an electrical 
pole. The lineman who has to 
climb that pole will have to climb 
around these. If he does climb 
around a bird house or basket¬ 
ball goal, there’s a good chance 
he might use them as a 
handhold. And if the structure 
isn’t secure, the lineman could 
fall and be hurt badly. 

Don’t use electrical equip¬ 
ment for your target practice. 
This can cause nothing but dam¬ 
age to the equipment and could 
harm you. Shooting at power 
lines or the insulators located on 
the poles could cause the lines 
to come down and cause outages 
that affect hundreds of people. 

Don’t landscape around the 
bottom of the pole with flower 
boxes, bird houses, etc. If a line¬ 
man should fall on these, he 
could be injured more seriously. 
Planting flowers in the soil 
around the pole doesn’t do any 

harm as long as no wood or sharp 
objects are used in the bed. 

Don’t erect a fence or attach 
a gate to a pole. A fence post 
made of wood or steel driven into 
the ground near a power pole is 
a great hazard to a lineman if he 
should happen to slip and fall on 
it. Don’t build or attach anything 
to the pole that could be a haz¬ 
ard. 

Don’t hang a sign advertising 
a garage sale or promoting your 
favorite political candidate on the 
power pole. The signs themselves 
aren’t hazards but the nails or 
staples used to hold them up are. 
If a lineman should hit one of 
these while climbing, his gaff 
won’t get a strong hold and he 
could slip off the pole. This goes 
for any metal object attached to 
the pole, including spikes, 
steeples or any kind of nail. 

If you follow these simple 
rules, you’ll be making the al¬ 
ready dangerous job of the line¬ 
man much safer. 

Firemen’s electrical safety training 
The member service depart¬ 

ment of Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, in conjunction with 
the training and safety depart¬ 
ment of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, recently 
conducted a “Firemen’s Electri¬ 
cal Safety Training” workshop at 
the Anna-Jonesboro Fire Depart¬ 
ment. Forty firemen from six lo¬ 

cal fire departments attended the 
two-hour training session cover¬ 
ing such topics as: how to dis¬ 
connect services; which meters 
can be pulled to actually inter¬ 
rupt the power supply; when and 
how to cut service wires; and the 
various hazards associated with 
fighting fires while electricity is 
present. 

The specialized instruction 
was well received by local 
firefighters. If you are interested 
in having a workshop in your 
area, please contact Ron Medlin, 
SIEC, 827-3555 or 800-762- 
1400 weekdays 8 a.m. through 
4 p.m. 

1993-94 uncashed checks 
Checks issued to the following were returned be¬ 
cause of no forwarding address. 

James W. Hickam, Alto Pass 
Charles Mark Whitney, Dongola 
Robert O. Cohoon, Karnak 
L.M. Williams, Tamms 
Carol J. Gines, Grantsburg 
Michael Christopher Wheeler, McClure 
Winsor Railway Contractors, Herrin 
Mark D. Bennett and Brenda Bennett, Anna 
Dorothy Collins, Metropolis 
Corey Holman, Metropolis 

Barbara L. Bade, Boulder City, Nev. 
Viola Houston, Miller City 
Michael S. Penrod, Makanda 
Albert Joe Williamson, Brookport 
Billy L. Bradford, Metropolis 
Della Forrester, Karnak 
Deborah G. Brimm, Jonesboro 
Paul Hennings and Brenda Hennings, Lamount, 
Calif. 
Robert P. Lence, Dongola 
Robert C. Mueth, Macoutah 
Mildred M. Robinson, Vienna 
Jott C. Irvin, Makanda 
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SIEC board of directors 
Immediately following the annual meeting, the SIEC board of directors met to elect officers. Officers 

for 1994-95 are, front row, from left: president Lawrence Wilke, Massac County; vice president Glenn 
Tripp, Union County; secretary-treasurer Daie E. Taake, Pulaski County; and executive vice president and 
general manager Larry Lovell. Back row, from left: Raymond C. Snell, Alexander County; Guy Casper, 
Johnson County; David L. Martin, Massac County; Richard D. Moss, Alexander County; Bob J. Ury, Union 
County; George R. Inman, Pulaski County; and attorney Ronald E. Osman, Marion. Martin, Inman and 
Tripp were elected to three-year terms at the meeting. 

55th annual meeting held August 4 
Approximately 1,200 mem¬ 

bers and guests attended the 
55th SIEC annual meeting Au¬ 
gust 4 at Shawnee Community 
College. The business meeting 
included approval of the 1994-95 
nominating committee, election 
of directors, reports by the board 
officers and general manager, 
and a vote on the bylaw amend¬ 
ment. 

In his report, president Guy 
Casper addressed the role of elec¬ 
tric cooperative today — organi¬ 
zations created with more than 
electricity in mind, meant to im¬ 
prove the quality of life in rural 
areas. The federal government 
recognizes that cooperatives can 
provide further services in their 

territories and are eligible for 
funds. The cooperative is explor¬ 
ing the possibility of establishing 
a regional water system to ensure 
adequate supplies of quality wa¬ 
ter to all members. 

Manager Larry Lovell pro¬ 
vided information on the losses 

Office 
closing 
The cooperative office 

will be closed November 11 
to honor those Americans 
who have served their coun¬ 
try in the defense of our 
freedom. 

suffered by SIEC due to wind and 
flood damage in 1993. Despite 
those losses, he announced no 
rate increase this year nor in the 
first six months of 1995. 

The results of the balloting 
were presented at the close of the 
proceedings: David L. Martin, 
Massac County, unopposed 350 
votes; George R. Inman, Pulaski 
County, unopposed, 342 votes; 
Glenn Tripp, Union County, 246 
votes; Ted Beanland, Union 
County, nominated from the 
floor, 85 votes. There were six 
blank and 48 spoiled votes in the 
election of directors. 

The vote to approve the by¬ 
law amendment was 261 yes, 86 
no, nine blank, and six spoiled. 
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Janice Lee Harvell, “Miss Southern liiinois Electric Cooperative 1994.” 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.O.Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President Lawrence Wilke Massac County 

Vice president Glenn Tripp Union County 

Sec.-treas. Dale E. Taake Pulaski County 

Bob J. Ury Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss Alexander County 

Guy Casper Johnson County 

George R. Inman Pulaski County 

David L. Martin Massac County 

Manager Larry Lovell 

Attorney Ronald E. Osman 

Editor Carol L Wilhoit 

Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 
Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 
or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 

Alexander Counties Call: 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 

524-5627 Perry Dailey 

524-3516 Robin Ramage 

524-3518 Larry Joe Keller 

‘Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are line¬ 

men. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there may not 

be anyone at home to answer their 

phone 

Miss Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

1994 
Janice Lee Harvell, 18-year- 

old daughter of Melvin and Clara 
Harvell of Jonesboro, is the new 
“Miss Southern.” She received 
her crown at the annual meeting 
of the cooperative members held 
August 4 at Shawnee Commu¬ 
nity College, Ullin. Janice is a 
graduate of Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School and is 
a student at S.I.U., Carbondale, 
where she will pursue a career 
as a certified dental technician. 
While in high school, her activi¬ 
ties included Future Homemak¬ 
ers of America, Student Council, 
Spanish Club, school musical, 
Mu Alpha Theta, track, softball, 
and cheerleaders. She was listed 

in the Who’s Who Among Ameri¬ 
can High School Students two 
years, a member of the Local 
Honor Society four years, and a 
scholar athlete three years. She 
has worked as a volunteer model 
for the SIU Clothing and Textile 
Department. She has received 
special training in tumbling, en¬ 
graving and cake decoration. She 
enjoys walking, swimming, 
crafts, caring for her pets, hik¬ 
ing, and camping, and spending 
time with family and friends. As 
the new Miss Southern, she will 
accompany the 1995 Illinois 
Youth Tour participants on the 
Youth to Washington Tour. 
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Contestants in gowns are, from left: Caleigh Suzanne McCuan, 16-year-old daughter of John and Georgia 
McCuan, Grand Chain; Sarah Jane Myers, 17-year-old daughter of Randall and Linda Myers, Wolf Lake; 
Jessica Ann Inman, 17-year-old daughter of Robert and Cheryl Inman, Grand Chain; Gayla Dawn Kirby, 
17-year-old daughter of Elvis and Kathryn Kirby, Thebes; Gail Ann Jordan, 18-year-old daughter of Darrell 
and Fern Larry, Olmsted; Evelyn Marie Blanchard, 17-year-old daughter of Bobby and Kay Blanchard, 
Olmsted; Janice Lee Marvell, “Miss Southern,” 18-year-old daughter of Melvin and Clara Marvell, Jonesboro; 
Lisa Marie Shepler, 19-year-old daughter of Henry Shepler, Brookport; Victoria Grace Ryan, 16-year-old 
daughter of Bill and Betty Ryan, Ullin; Joanna Glynn Haralambidis, “Miss Congeniality” and second run¬ 
ner-up, 17-year-old daughter of Ouida Haralambidis, Olive Branch; Crystal Gail Duke, 18-year-old daugh¬ 
ter of Randy and Darlene Duke, Ullin; Deena Joy Williams, 18-year-old daughter of Steve Williams, Tamms, 
and Nancy Williams, Cape Girardeau, Mo.; Shannon Laraye Penrod, 17-year-old daughter of Jerry and 
Gloria Penrod, Dongola; Heather Lynn Szczerba, 19-year-old daughter of Ben and Laurie Johnson, Cobden; 
and Wendy Leigh Belt, first runner-up, 17-year-old daughter of Vonda Belt, Anna, and Brad Belt, Lake of 
Egypt. 

Wendy Belt, first runner-up, 17, 
daughter of Vonda Belt, Anna, and 
Brad Belt, Lake of Egypt, is a 
graduate of Dongola High School, 
attends Shawnee Community Col¬ 
lege and plans to transfer to the 
University of Mississippi to pur¬ 
sue an engineering degree. 

Miss Congeniality and second 
runner-up Joanna Glynn 
Haralambidis, 17, daughter of 
Ouida Haralambidis of Olive 
Branch, is a senior at Egyptian 
High School and plans to attend 
Shawnee Community College, 
then transfer to Murray State Uni¬ 
versity. 

Nominating committee chairman 
Donald E. Masterson, Cache, read 
the minutes of the nominating 
committee meeting. 
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William and Betty Winters of Metropolis won the GE 25-inch televi¬ 
sion with remote control and stand furnished by SIEC. Office man¬ 
ager Chris Bennett made the presentation. 

Beauty pageant judges posed with the winners following the awards. 
From left, Joanna Haralambidis, Olive Branch, second runner-up and 
Miss Congeniality; Art Aikman, Curriculum Instruction, SIU- 
Carbondale; Wendy Belt, Cobden, first runner-up; Guy Casper, SIEC 
board president; Amanda Byassee, Marion, “Miss Southern Illinois of 
1993;” Janice Lee Harvell, Jonesboro, “Miss Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric of 1994;” Dorothy Chamness, Marion, franchise holder of the Miss 
Southern Illinois Scholarship pageant; and Richard Bortz, Vocational 
Education, SlU-Carbondale. 

Random 
meter 
check 

Ninety-five percent of our 
members read their own meters. 
The majority of these people send 
in accurate readings. 

Periodically we perform a 
random meter check to verify the 
accuracy of the readings sent in 
by the members. 

You may see SIEC service¬ 
men in your area reading 
meters! 

Happy 150th 
birthday 

cooperatives! 
You’re time tested and still go¬ 

ing strong! 
A century and a half ago, in 

Rochdale, England, the cooperative 
way of conducting business was 
started by the 28-member Rochdale 
Society of Pioneers. Today, the 
American offspring of that first co¬ 
op number 47,000 and serve 120 
million people from coast to coast. 

Cooperatives play an important 
role in the American free-enterprise 
system. They’re big; they’re small; 
urban and rural. Locally owned and 
operated, co-ops provide a wide va¬ 
riety of services and goods for their 
member-owners as efficiently and 
economically as possible. 

Where there’s a need, you’ll find 
a cooperative. For example, there 
are co-ops for credit and financing, 
electric and telephone 
service,housing, insurance, food, 
health, day care, farm marketing 
and supply, news services, florists 
and much more. 

For more than 54,000 days 
since 1844, cooperatives have been 
on the job. And best of all, the coop¬ 
erative partnership of people work¬ 
ing together benefits you, your 
neighbors and community, and the 
entire nation. And that’s really 
something to celebrate! 
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Happy Thanksgiving 
The directors and employees of Southern Illinois Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative wish you and yours a happy and pleasant 
Thanksgiving. 

The Cooperative office will be closed Thursday, Novem¬ 
ber 24, and Friday, November 25, for the Thanksgiving 
holidays. 

Ken Corzine (left) and Mike Logeman 

Vegetation management for rights-of way 
On September 27-29, SIEC staff assistant 

Mike Logeman and line superintendent Ken 
Corzine attended a SlU-Carbondale workshop 
pertaining to vegetation management for rights- 
of-way. 

The sessions were offered through the coop¬ 
erative efforts of the Department of Plant and Soil 
Science and the Division of Continuing Educa¬ 
tion of SIU. The purpose of the workshop was to 
educate and qualify people for applications to be 
made on utility rights-of-way and to demonstrate 

the state-of-the-art technology in herbicides and ap¬ 
plication technology. 

The three-day workshop provided both obser¬ 
vation and hands-on learning experiences. During 
the program different chemicals were evaluated, 
multiple combinations and multiple effects Were dis¬ 
cussed, and a variety of products were compared. 
Demonstration applications of manual ground, 
aerial by helicopter, rates of applications, and oth¬ 
ers, were presented using on-site test plots. 
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Gearing up 
for winter months 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.O.Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Guy Casper Johnson County 
Vice President George R. Inman Pulaski County 
Sec.-treas. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 
Lawrence Wilke Massac County 
BobJ.Ury Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
Richard D. Moss Alexander County 
DaleTaake Pulaski County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 
Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4;00 p.m., 

Monday through Saturday 
Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 

Alexander Counties Call: 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 

524-5627 Perry Dailey 

524-3516 Robin Ramage 

524-3518 Larry Joe Keller 

*Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are line¬ 

men. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there may not 

be anyone at home to answer their 

phone 

Now’s a good time to do that 
preventive winter maintenance of 
your home’s plumbing, heating 
and electrical systems. 

Plumbing system 
• Know where your main wa¬ 

ter shut-off valves are and how 
to use them. (A note of warning: 
If the water valve is stuck, it may 
start to leak when you try it; try 
it on a weekday when plumbers 
are available.) 

• Insulate any water lines 
under your home that might be 
exposed to cold drafts, but don’t 
use electric heat tapes in areas 
that are not readily accessible. 

• Is there a 3/4-inch metal 
overflow line for the water 
heater’s temperature pressure 
relief valve? The end of the line 
should extend to within six 
inches of the floor or drain to the 
outside, six inches above the 
grade level. The exit end must not 
be threaded or in contact with the 
ground. 
Heating systems and humidifiers 

• If you have a humidifier at¬ 
tached to your furnace, it should 
be cleaned and chlorinated. Re¬ 
place filters, making sure the 
water supply is turned on and 
the drain in clear. An unkept 
humidifier can be a breeding 
ground for mold and mildew 
fungi. Either clean and service 
daily or have the system removed 
from the furnace. 

• Make sure the humidifier is 
not leaking to the inside of the 
furnace, where rusting could 
cause the furnace to fail. 

• Turn off the outside heat 
pump at its breaker or at the 
outside disconnect located near 
the unit. Turn the thermostat to 
“heat,” and set the temperature 
high enough to engage the fur¬ 
nace. This will only turn on the 
furnace’s heating elements, and 
you can check a nearby register 
for signs of heat. Reset the ther¬ 
mostat, and turn the outside unit 

back on. 
• If you heat with gas, oil or 

wood, install a carbon monoxide 
detector near the heating appli¬ 
ance. 

Electric service panel 
• If there is not a list of what 

each fuse or breaker is for, make 
one and attach it to the panel’s 
door. 

• For fused services, keep a 
supply of 15- and 20-amp fuses 
handy. Never overfuse a circuit 
by replacing a blown 15- or 20- 
amp fuse with a 30-amp fuse. 

• Ground-fault circuit inter¬ 
rupters need to be tripped and 
reset once a month. Other break¬ 
ers need to be tripped and reset 
every six months. 

• Replace frayed extension 
cords. Never run an extension 
cord under a carpet or through a 
hole in the wall. 

• Check the outside wiring 
coming from the utility company 
for frayed insulation and look to 
see if any wires are covered by 
tree limbs. 

• Check smoke alarms and 
replace batteries as needed. 
Fireplaces 

• A wood-burning stove or 
fireplace cannot be vented into 
the same flue with a gas or oil 
burner or space heater. 

• Check the fireplace opening 
for loose or missing brick, replace 
missing brick with firebrick only 
and patch cracks with fireclay. 

• Check the damper for ease 
of operation. 

• Check the flue liner for ob¬ 
structions and for creosote 
buildup. Clean once a year. Re¬ 
inspect the liner after cleaning. 

• If you have a gas log or a 
gas starter, make sure he damper 
is slightly open at all times. 

Source: Story by C. Dwight 
Barnett, The San Diego Union- 
Tribune, Nov. 28, 1993. 
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Getting to know your employees 

Ron Medlin 

Ron Medlin began his employment with the SIEC in April 
1976 and has completed 18 years of service. He initially joined 
the engineering department as work order clerk, advanced to 
an assistant engineer and continued in that capacity until the 
spring of 1984. Then he became manager of the resale depart¬ 
ment and member services director, his present position. 

Ron and his wife, Pat (formerly Pat McIntosh), are lifelong 
residents of Dongola. They have three daughters, Rhonna 
Medlin of Corpus Christi, Tex., Amie Diprete and Amanda 
Medlin, both of Dongola. 

Ron serves his community as a director of Rural Health, 
Inc., council member of his church and supporter of commu¬ 
nity development. He enjoys playing softball and golf and work¬ 
ing on home improvement projects. 

SIEC employees attend 
Hot Line School 

SIEC employees Dare 
Aden and Lamar Houston 
attended the Hot Line Main¬ 
tenance School at Lincoln 
Land Community College in 
Springfield during Septem¬ 
ber. Aden and Houston 
trained in underground dis¬ 
tribution. 

The Hot Line School is an 
annual event coordinated by 
the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives Job 
Training and Safety Depart¬ 
ment of Springfield. Coop¬ 
erative personnel and sup¬ 
plier, manufacturer and ven¬ 
dor representatives lead the 
discussion and instruction. 

The classes in first-, sec¬ 
ond-, and third-year distri¬ 
bution, underground electric 

Dare Aden 

service and rubber-gloving 
were in week-long segments. 
This year the school ran 
from September 26-October 
14. 

Electric cooperatives, lo¬ 
cally owned by the members 
they serve, maintain more 
than half the electric distri- 

Lamar Houston 

bution network in Illinois. 
Our employees understand 
how vital electric service is 
to the well-being of farms, 
homes and businesses along 
our lines. Understanding 
new techniques will help our 
employees provide better 
service. 
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1994 door prizes 
Annual meeting August 4 , 1994 

PRIZE DONOR PRIZE DONOR 

Early Bird 
Assorted spices Brownstown Electric Supply 22-piece screwdriver set Jim Wilson Company 

Loren Sharp, Grand Chain Brownstown, Ind. James M. Stubblefield Cape Girardeau 

Men’s Wrangler wristwatch Daffron & Associates Electric pencil sharpener Buschart Office Products 
Bob Hudson, Kamak Bowling Green, Mo Lindell Wehmeier, Brookport Carbondale 

One-year subscription Gazette-Democrat Popular Mechanics 11-pc. wrench set Oil Field Electric & Tree Serv. 
Wanda Field, Grand Chai Anna Michael L Taake, Ullin West Frankfort 

Ray-Q-Vac Workhorse flashlight Guy Gray Supply Co. Pkg. of two—Clue Max sunglasses Oil Field Electric & Tree Serv. 
Edgar Bremer, Metropolis Paducah, Ky Mildred Hines Hams, Metropolis West Frankfort 

Stihl hat & $20 certificate McCarver’s Repair Serv. Pendleton stadium blanket OrCom Systems 
Eugene Terbrak, Dongola Buncombe Delma D. Price, Tamms Bend, Ore. 

BellSouth cordless telephone SIEC $25 Cashier’s Check Anna National Bank 
Homer Cash, Grand Chain Dongola Richard Porterfield, Dongola Anna 

Final Prizes 
Rival electric can opener Edmond’s Electric 
William Henley, Brookport Anna 

$25 Cashier’s Check Anna National Bank Lasko 12-inch oscillating fan Fletcher-Reinhardt Corp. 

Melvin & Rebecca Goot, Goreville Anna Dorothy Pullett, Pulaski St. Louis 

Electripak quartz home security light Corzine’s Hardware Cabtekeeper battery booster cables Oil Field Electric & Tree Serv. 

Robert Reineking, Metropolis Dongola Violet Butts, Anna West Frankfort 

Battery operated smoke detector WESCO 52-inch ceiling fan Oil Field Electric & Tree Serv. 

Wanda Kommer, Metropolis St. Louis Wilford Kinder, Elco West Frankfort 

Sony AM/FM cassette walkman Oil Field Electric & Tree Serv. One-year subscription Gazette Democrat 

Paul Kraatz, Jonesboro West Frankfort Helen Douglas, Kamak Anna 

Black & Decker cordless power driver Oil Field Electric & Tree Serv. Dirt Devil hand vac Ledbetter Toth & Assoc. 

Valley View Farm, Tamms West Frankfort Seven Mile Church, Grantsburg Springfield, Mo 

One-year subscription Dongola Tri-County Record Pendleton stadium blanket North Pacific Lumber 

Willis Lance, Pulaski Dongola Carl & Lou Blanchard, Metropolis St. Louis 

West Bend three-speed Black & Decker cordless 
Oil Field Electric & Tree Serv. electric mixer Edmond’s Electric power driver 

Paul Pritchett, Grand Chain Anna Orris L Mosby, Jr., Jonesboro West Frankfort 

Popular Mechanics 31 -piece Ray-O-Vac Workhorse flashlight Schott Electric Distributors 

socket set Oil Field Electric & Tree Serv. Laura Stubblefield, Grand Chain Cape Girardeau 

Garold W. Blanchard, Grand Chain West Frankfort 25-pounds puppy dog food Fruit Belt Service 

10-amp battery charger SIEC Carl G. Goodman, Dongola Vienna 

Mary L Little, Kamak Dongola Battery operated smoke detector WESCO 

West Bend 11-inch electric skillet Electric Laboratories & Sales Ouida’s Horseshoe Tavern, Cache St. Louis 

Delbert Goines, Grand Chain Mattoon Black & Decker cordless drill Oil Field Electric & Tree Serv. 

Rolodex elect ionic pocket planner & calc. Graybar Supply Co. Jimmie Court right, Jonesboro West Frankfort 

Leonard Martin, Metropolis St. Louis Portfolio Stiles Office Supply 

Ladies' Waltham wristwatch Heartland Travel Glenda M. Johnson, Dongola Carbondale 

Ines Rider, Dongola Waterloo Six-gallon wet/dry shop vac. SIEC 

Mrs. Doubtfire video Oil Field Electric & Tree Serv. Mrs. William H. Melvin, Tamms Dongola 

Vanis Travis, Belknap West Frankfort Four-slice electric toaster Diversified Electric 

Ray-O-Vac Workhorse flashlight Schott Electric Distributors Carl Horn, Grand Chain Little Rock, Ark. 

Mrs. Delbert B. Hatton, Brookport Cape Girardeau Paper machete decoration Marilyn’s Florist 

$10 gift certificate Wal-Mart, Inc. Kenneth Riley, Kamak Tamms 

Lewis Evers, Belknap Anna West Bend four-quart slow cooker United Utility Supply 

25 pounds laundry detergent Fruit Belt Service Co. Warren Goines, Grand Chain Louisville, Ky 

Calvin Brown, Dongola Vienna Ceramic totem pole decoration Marilyn's Florist 

Vidal Sassoon brush curling iron Oil Field Electric & Tree Serv. Lois Vinson Kerley, Vienna Tamms 

Ima L Medley, Metropolis West Frankfort Corel le five-piece serving set Tri-County Building Suppy 

Rival electric can opener Oil Field Electric & Tree Serv. Jerry Penrod, Dongola Tamms 

Carolyn R. Modglin, Ullin West Frankfort Hanging plant Fisher's Florist 

Battery operated smoke detector WESCO Kenneth Dexter, Ullin Dongola 

Robert E. Plott, Anna St. Louis Silk flower arrangement Marilyn's Florist 

Dinner for two Tony’s Steak House Arthur Ervin, Jr., Villa Ridge Tamms 

Blanche Mosby, Jonesboro Marion Marble lamp WaterFumace Midwest 

Pesto 21-inch electric jumbo griddle Oil Field Electric & Tree Serv. Warren Wiseman, Metropolis Jacksonville 

Larry Cheek, Ullin West Frankfort 

Iced tea pot Oil Field Electric & Tree Serv. Grand prize winner 
Gaylon Cruse, Anna West Frankfort 25-inch GE television with 

SIEC 
Dongola Men's Wrangler wristwatch 

Donald Clark, Kamak 
Daffron & Associates 
Bowling Green, Mo. 

remote & stand 
William W. Winters, Metropolis 
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SouthWater, Inc. 
Southern Illinois Electric Co¬ 

operative, the Farmers Home Ad¬ 
ministration, Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Community 
Affairs, Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency and Southern 
Five Regional Planning Commis¬ 
sion are continuing with their 
efforts to construct a regional 
water system. The water system 
will provide quality drinking wa¬ 
ter to the residents of the south¬ 
ernmost counties in Illinois. 
When completed, the system will 
provide water at a more afford¬ 
able price than many small indi¬ 
vidual rural water systems and 
villages can. The total project, 
which will be phased in over a 
period of a few years, will cost 
about $20 million to build. 

SIEC is taking the role of key 
partner in support of the regional 
water system. The cooperative 
membership recognized the ne¬ 
cessity of this new water source 
and voiced their support of this 
agenda by modifying the coop¬ 
erative bylaws to allow for the 
creation of a separate not-for- 
profit corporation to construct 
and operate the regional water 
system. The new corporation will 
be responsible for its own debts 
and other obligations. The SIEC 

board of directors and manage¬ 
ment are now engaged in the pro¬ 
cess of creating the new corpo¬ 
ration. The articles of incorpora¬ 
tion and bylaws are currently 
being drafted. After thorough in¬ 
vestigation and research for 
trademark and copyright privi¬ 
leges, the SIEC board of directors 
selected SouthWater, Inc. as the 
name for the new corporation. 

In a recent address to the 
National Rural Water Associa¬ 

tion, U.S. Department of Agricul¬ 
ture Secretary Mike Espy pro¬ 
posed that the 580,000 rural 
homes in the United States with 
inadequate or unsafe water sup¬ 
plies will have clean water by the 
year 2000. Health hazards are 
the imminent byproducts of dirty 
water. “Lack of clean running 
water or reliable water supplies 
not only present health dangers, 
it cripples and/or kills rural 

(Continued on page 12b) 

Office closing notice 
The Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 

tive office will be closed Monday, Decem¬ 
ber 26, to celebrate Christmas and Monday, 
January 2, to welcome the New Year. 
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Get to know your 
employee 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.O.Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Lawrence Wilke Massac County 
Vice president Glenn Tripp Union County 
Sec.-treas. DaleTaake Pulaski County 

BobJ.Ury Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
Richard D. Moss Alexander County 
Guy Casper Johnson County 
George R. Inman Pulaski County 
David L. Martin Massac County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 
Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call — numbers to call — 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.. 
Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 

Alexander Counties Call: 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 

524-5627 Perry Dailey 

524-3516 Robin Ramage 

524-3518 Larry Joe Keller 

*Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are line¬ 

men. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there may not 

be anyone at home to answer their 

phone 

Linda Keller is work order 
clerk in the SIEC engineering de¬ 
partment. She began her coop¬ 
erative career during a student 
internship at Shawnee Commu¬ 
nity College. She was hired as 
office clerk in June 1976, moved 
to the front desk as cashier-re¬ 
ceptionist in 1978, and was pro¬ 
moted to work order clerk in 
1985. 

The work order clerk is re¬ 
quired to maintain records of all 
line hardware purchased, re¬ 
ceived, issued, and retired, per¬ 
form inventory at year end, and 
dispatch all incoming service and 
trouble calls to appropriate per¬ 
sonnel. 

Linda is a graduate of 
Dongola Unit School and at¬ 
tended Shawnee Community 
College. She is married to Lany 
Keller. The couple are lifelong 
residents of the Dongola area. 
They have one married son. 

Linda Keller 

Barry. He and his wife, Jennifer, 
live in the Dongola area also. 

Her hobbies are reading, gar¬ 
dening, playing the piano, and 
attending sorority. She is the 
regular pianist for Sunday school 
and substitutes for church ser¬ 
vices. A favorite past time is mud 
buggy racing. 

Illinois, it is clear that federal 
support will be necessary to build 
this new water system. This 
meeting today was our first effort 
to explore that possibility. It was 
a good first step toward explor¬ 
ing a federal, state and local part¬ 
nership to deliver water more ef¬ 
ficiently to the residents of 
Alexander and Union counties in 
my congressional district.” USDA 
and local officials will continue 
their discussion on the regional 
water system based on the 
progress made at the meeting, 
Costello said. 

Applications for grants and 
loans for Phase 1 of the construc¬ 
tion is currently being pursued. 
Phase 1 construction will include 
building a modern water treat¬ 
ment facility that will sell water 
wholesale to villages and water 
districts and sell water retail to 
individual users in parts of 
Alexander, Pulaski, and south¬ 
ern Union counties. 

(Contined from page 12a) 
economies,” Espy said. Accord¬ 
ing to the census figures, 72 per¬ 
cent of all towns with 2,500 or 
fewer resident lost population 
during the 1980s. 

State and federal lawmakers, 
SIEC personnel, FmHA, DCCA 
and IEPA representatives met in 
Collinsville recently to discuss 
funding for the $20 million re¬ 
gional water system in Southern 
Illinois. The area meeting was 
hosted by U.S. Rep. Jerry 
Costello (D-Belleville). U.S. Rep. 
Glenn Poshard (D-Marion), State 
Rep. David Phelps (D-Eldorado), 
and a representative from the of¬ 
fice of U.S. Sen. Paul Simon (D- 
Makanda), attended the meeting, 
as well as the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Rural Develop¬ 
ment Administration’s acting 
administrator, Wilbur Peer. 

Costello told the group, “With 
the limited resources available to 
the local agencies in Southern 
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What’s your extension cord score? 

Score Sheet 
Poor Good Excellent 

✓ 
✓ 
✓ 
✓ 
✓ 
✓ 
✓ 
✓ 
✓ 
✓ 
✓ 

Overall 
Score (y) 

1. Are cords placed out In traffic 
areas? 

2. Is furniture resting on 
them? 

3. Are cords wrapped around 
themselves or any other objects? 

4. Are any cords carrying 
more than their proper load? 

If you answered “no” to all of 
these questions, you are an ex¬ 
tension-cord genius. 

If you answered at least one 
“yes," well, it’s time to reassess 
how you use extension cords in 
your home, office, workshop and 
garage. It’s a fact that improperly 
used extension cords cause 
nearly 5,000 house fires a year. 

If you’re not exactly sure 
what to do, call us for advice. 
We’re happy to extend our knowl¬ 
edge to your extension-cord 
needs. 

Holiday Greetings 
Directors: 

Lawrence L. Wilke, President 
Glenn Tripp, Vice President 

Dale E. Taake, Secretary-Treasurer 
Guy Casper 

George R. Inman 
David L. Martin 
Richard D. Moss 

Raymond C. Snell 
Bob J. Ury 

Employees: 
Larry Lovell, Manager 
Chris L. Bennett 
Ken Corzine 
Carl D. George 
Michael L. Logeman 
Ron Medlin 
Carol L. Wilhoit 
R. Dennis Abercrombie 
Roger D. Acuff 
Cindy Aden 
Dare Aden 
Sam Brown 
Barry E. Clark 
Enloe Clemons 

Perry Dailey 
Ted Earnhart 
Janet Eddleman 
Bobbie Fisher 
Terry L. Grissom 
Steve Hoffman 
Charles Holtzclaw 
Lamar Houston, Jr. 
Lany Joe Keller 
Linda Keller 
Thomas Keller 
Pam Lentz 
Lany Lingle 
Don Martin 

Leslie Mayo 
Loraine McGee 
LaRue Parr 
Jo Porterfield 
Robin J. Ramage 
John Rendleman 
Betty Reynolds 
Sam Rider 
Gary L. Roach 
Cathleen Belcher 
Leonard Temke 
Stanley Jay Treat 
Michael Williams 
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Satellite TV services available to 
members off Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative 
toll-free 1-800-44RURAL (447-8725) 

BASIC $11.95 
AMC 
Cartoon Network 
CNN 
Country Music Television 
Discovery Channel 
ESPN 1 & 2 
Family Channel 
Headline News 
MTV 
Nickelodeon 
Superstar (KTVT, WGN, WPIX) 
The Nashville Network 
VH-1 
Weather 
USA Network 
WTBS 

ECONOMY $9.45 
Cartoon Network 
CNN 
Country Music Television 
Discovery Channel 
ESPN 1 & 2 
Family Channel 
Headline News 
MTV 
Nickelodeon 
The Nashville Network 
USA Network 
VH-1 

G5 PACKAGE $8.95 
CNN 
Discovery Channel 
ESPN 1 & 2 
Family Channel 
Headline News 

Any listed packages wtihout ESPN is 
$1.00 less 

The Nashville Network 
USA Network 
WGN 
WTBS 

POWERPLUS 
AMC 
Arts & Entertainment 
Cartoon Network 
Country Music Television 
CNBC 
CNN 
Discovery Channel 
ESPN 1 & 2 
Family Channel 
Headline News 
Lifetime 
MTV 
Nickelodeon 
Superstar Connection 

(KTVT, WGN, WPIX) 
The Nashville Network 
Turner Classic Movies 
USA Network 
VH-1 
Weather Channel 
WWOR 
WSBK 
WTBS 

Powerplus with PT24 $19.95 
(WABC, WRAL, WXIA) 

Powerplus with Denver 5 $20.95 
(ABC, NBC, CBS, PBS, IND) 

FAMILY PACK $11.95 
A&E 
AMC 
Cartoon Network 
CMT 
CNBC 
CNN 
Discovery 
ESPN 1 & 2 
Family Channel 

Headline News 
MTV 
Nickelodeon 
TBS 
TNN 
USA 
VH-1 
Weather 
WGN 

TOP CHOICE 
A&E 
AMC 
Bravo 
Cartoon 
CMT 
CNBC 
CNN 
Comedy 
Discovery 
Encore 
ESPN 
ESPN-2 
Family 
Headline News 

KDVR 
KTVT 
Lifetime 
MTV 
Nickelodeon 
Prime Network 
TBS 
TNN 
TCM 
USA 
VH-1 
Weather 
WGN 
WPIX 

Choice of Atlantic 3 or KTLA/WWOR/WBSK 
Choice of HBO, Cinemax, Showtime, TMC, 
or Disney 

3 ways to pay for Top Choice Pkg. 
For more information call 800-447-8725 

Hamilton County Communications, Inc., Dahlgren 
Office hours 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday 

After hours and weekend rehit phone #1-800-333-9711 

Direct Choice (DSS programming) packages are available 

"Packages and prices subject to change without notice.** 

A La Carte 

American Movie Classics $ .75 
Arts & Entertainment 75 
Atlantic 3 

(WWBZ, WUSA, WPLG) 3.90 
Bravo 75 
Cartoon Network 65 
Country Music Television 65 
CNBC 1.00 
Comedy Central 1.00 
Denver 5 

ABC, CBS, NBC, PBS, IND) 5.95 
Encore 2.25 
KDVR (Fox) 75 
KTLA 1.05 
KTLA/WWOR/WSBK 3.00 
KTVT/WPIX 1.50 
KTVT/WGN/WPIX 3.00 
Lifetime 75 

Services 
MTV/VH-1 1.25 
Nickelodeon 1.25 
Prime Network 1.00 
Primetime East 

(WABC, WRAL, WXIA) 3.95 
Primetime West 

(KNBC, KOMO, KPIX) 3.95 
The Travel Channel 50 
TNT 2.00 
Turner Classic Movies 1.25 
WFLD (Fox) 95 
WSBK/WWOR 2.75 
WTBS 1.75 

You may make your own package by se¬ 
lecting at least 8 of the above A La Carte 
items. 

Premium Services 
HBO $7.95 
Cinemax  7.95 
Disney 7.95 
Showtime 7.95 
The Movie Channel 7.95 
Any 2 combinations 14.95 
Showtime/TMC/FLIX 15.45 
Any other three combinations 20.95 
Showtime/TMC/FLIX/ 
one other premium 21.45 

Any other four combinations 27.95 
Showtime/TMC/FLIX/ 
Two other premiums 28.45 
Any other five combinations 33.95 
All six channels listed above 34.45 
Playboy 8.95 
Satellite Sports Network 9.95 
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