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eotherma 
It’s closer than you realize. 

Not too far away from where you live, maybe just down the 

street or around the corner, somebody is saving money and 

you’re not. They are taking advantage of something that you 

could take advantage of, too. If you have a front yard or back 

yard, you can lower the cost of heating and cooling your 

home. You can also get free or very inexpensive hot water. 

The Geothermal Heating and Cooling System uses the con¬ 

stant warmth within the soil to move heat in or out of your 

home, depending on the season. Somebody near you has 

one, and they are enjoying the comfort, safety and savings. 

Fortunately, there is somebody else near you who can help 

you bring all of geothermal’s benefits to YOUR home. It’s 

your member—owned electric cooperative. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Getting the job done . . . TOGETHER 
ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/January 1994 12a 



Norris Electric News 
Newton, Illinois 62448 • 783-8765 

Jackie with one of his "customers." He'll shoe about 500 in a good year. 

Shoe salesman 
You occasionally see cartoons 

involving frazzled shoe sales¬ 
men who work themselves into 

a tizzy trying to fit shoes on 

women who can’t decide which 

pair of shoes they want, but who 

are definite about one thing: The 

shoes must be at least one size 

smaller than they really need, 

but must still be comfortable. 

Jackie Brooks is something of 

a shoe salesman, too. But while 

style and shoe size aren’t a big 

problem for his subjects, the size 

of his subjects is often a big prob¬ 

lem for him. Jackie, who lives 

near Claremont, shoes horses. 

Jackie’s not much like the 

small, overworked cartoon 

salesmen, though. At 53, he’s 
burly and barrel-chested, with 

biceps that’d do a weight lifter 

proud. In short, he’s the kind of 

man who could well go bear 

hunting with a switch. And 

he needs to be. He notes that 

horseshoeing is hard work, even 

with good cooperation from 

his subjects. “And they don’t 

always cooperate,” he adds. 
A second-generation horse- 

shoer, or farrier, as they’re more 

correctly known, Jackie learned 

the trade from his father, who 

was plying his trade back in 
1948 or so. “Dad used to shoe 

horses all around the area,” he 

says, “and there were a lot of 

riding clubs around — Newton 

and Bone Gap had clubs, and so 
did a lot of other little towns. He 

did a pretty good business. He 

also worked for a rodeo for many 

years. I’d shod a few horses by 

then, especially my own, and 
Dad finally came back and 

settled down.” 

Jackie notes that he’s ridden 

horses and done barrel racing 

about all his life, and kind of 

backed into the trade. With his 

dad about to retire, he wasn’t 

eager to get into horseshoeing. 

“Dad went down to Arkansas 

for a while about then,” Jackie 

says, “and a horse needed 

shoeing when he was gone. I did 

the job and when he got back he 

said, ‘Okay, it’s yours from now 

on’.” 
Farriers were licensed then, he 

remarks, and in 1972 it was 
necessary to travel to Springfield 
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A horseshoe goes together. 

to take a test. 
Not long after he’d gotten his 

license the state decided to quit 
licensing horseshoers simply 
because there weren’t enough to 
bother with. Interest in horses 
had declined, and with it the 
need for farriers. 

Interest in riding began to pick 
up later, and so did the business. 
New schools opened to supple¬ 
ment the very few that had 
always been around, and some 
young people began to seek help 
from more experienced farriers. 

“There’s a lot more to shoeing 
a horse than just finding a 
shoe that looks ‘about right’ 
and just nailing it on,” Jackie 
emphasizes. 

“A horse’s hoof is complex, 
and if you file too much when 
you’re trimming you’ll injure it, 
and if you put a nail in the wrong 
place that’ll injure the foot, too.” 

Shoeing schools, he adds, 
have students work on horse 
hooves bought from horse 
slaughterhouses and kept in 
a freezer or refrigerator until 
needed. While that gives a 
fairly good understanding of the 
anatomy of a hoof, it lacks one 
thing: half a ton of animal with 
a mind of its own. 

“A lot of young people go to 
schools,” Jackie says, “but 
there’s a big difference between 
a hoof and a whole horse. I 
believe that anyone who comes 
out of a school still needs some 

experience before he’ll be a good 
farrier. I’ve been at it for 33 
years, and I’m still learning.” 

Several years ago a young 
man asked Jackie to teach 
him the finer points of the job. 
Having attended a school, he 
thought he might still be able to 
learn something. “He worked 
with me for several weeks,” 
Jackie says with a chuckle, 
“and he said he’d learned more 
in that time than he’d learned 
in several months at the school. 
I’m not knocking schools,” he 
continues, “but I hope people 
understand when they get out of 
most of them that they’ve really 
just got a good start on the 
basics. 

“It’s a lifelong learning pro¬ 
cess, and the more different 
situations you work in the more 
you learn. Like I said. I’m still 
learning.” 

While most of us tend to think 
of horses as being all one size — 
pretty big — they actually come 
in all sizes. “I’ve shod miniature 
horses,” Jackie says, “and 
they’ve got hooves like little 
teacups. But they’re hard to 
work with because you have to 
bend down so far to get to their 
hooves. 

“I take care of a team of draft 

horses,” he adds, “and each one w 
weighs about 2,500 pounds. 
Their size, and the fact that 
they’re not as limber as most, 
makes them hard to work on.” 

Fortunately, most of his 
“customers” are of average size, 
and many can be worked on 
without a great deal of trouble. 
“I guess about one in 20 will be 
hard to get along with,” Jackie 
says, “and they can make for a 
rough work day. It’s surprising 
how different horses are — 
sometimes I can shoe 10 or 11 
horses in a day and not be too 
tired. Other times I’ll do half a 
dozen and be worn to a frazzle. 
Once in a while you’ll find one 
who’s out to clobber you, too. 
I’ve been kicked a good lick a 
couple of times, and had horses 
step on my foot. You know it 
when that happens.” 

While he used to work race 
tracks, Jackie remarks that the 
local trade is enough now to 
keep him busy. Generally, 
he works in a 50-mile radius 
around his home, and door-to- 
door work is sufficient to keep 
him active. 

While it’s an occupation that 
involves a lot of hard work and 
sore muscles, Jackie adds that it 
also offers challenge and variety. 

Jackie displays his 1972 farrier's license. 
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The 'paperless' newspaper 
Electronics changing readers' options 

Just before dawn on 
August 15, a gunman in 
California shot and killed two 
hostages in a police standoff that 
ended at 5 a.m. About the same 
time, a teenager on a bicycle was 
tossing copies of the San Jose 
Mercury News onto the front 
porch steps of the newspaper’s 
sleeping subscribers. 

Over the next few hours. 
Mercury News readers skimmed 
the morning paper over coffee. 
News of the slain hostages was 
not in it; the presses had shut 
down long before the story’s 
tragic conclusion. 

By 7:26 a.m., however, sub¬ 
scribers with computers could 
switch them on and read about 
the resolution to the standoff. 

By subscribing to an elec¬ 
tronic information service called 
America On-Line, anybody with 
a personal computer hooked to 
a phone can get the full text — 
with occasional updates — of the 
daily Mercury News, right on a 
home or office computer screen. 

The San Jose daily is one of 
hundreds of newspapers around 
the country experimenting with 
electronics as a way to bring the 
news into subscribers’ homes. 

The New York Times, 
Washington Post, Chicago 
Tribune and others are looking 
into ways to re-use the news that 
they spend so much time and 
money collecting every day but 
now publish only one time in 
one format. 

“We’re just looking at new 
ways to market the information 
that we have,” says Pat Ecke of 
the New York Times. Ecke pub¬ 
lishes a daily eight-page sum¬ 
mary of the paper sent via fax 
machine to cruise ships and 
overseas resorts where the 
Times is not sold. 

Newspaper executives believe 
that electronic publishing may 
be a way for them to woo a 

generation of readers lost to 
the visual excitement of televi¬ 
sion, video games and com¬ 
puters. Just 52.6 percent of the 
American public reads a daily 
newspaper. 

Not all versions of the elec¬ 
tronic newspaper will have 
instant news updates like the 
Mercury News, although up-to- 
the-minute stock market reports 
and sneak peaks at tomorrow’s 
classified ads might be popular 
features. 

Rather, on-line editions might 
offer access to old newspaper 
clippings so a reader with a taste 
for French food could look up 
last month’s review of a new 
bistro or a subscriber puzzled by 
a complex story could read back¬ 
ground reports. 

The Mercury News offers 
cross-referencing for other, non¬ 
newspaper services. Someone 
reading a story about a speech, 
for instance, can opt to view the 
entire text of the speech, even 
though it’s not printed in the 
paper. “Our main goal,” ex¬ 
plains Bill Mitchell, director 
of electronic publishing at the 
Mercury News, “is to make the 
newspaper itself more valuable 
to people.” 

Roger Fidler, director of media 

technology at Knight-Ridder, a 
giant newspaper chain, offers a 
futuristic scenario. Fidler, who is 
writing a book about his vision, 
dreams of a portable electronic 
newspaper that readers can 
carry anywhere — to the office or 
on a subway car. 

The key to its success, he says, 
is portability. A lightweight, 
tablet-sized computer would 
reveal a newspaper page laid out 
with slim columns of type, bold 
headlines and sharp pictures on 
its screen. The reader could tap 
an attached pen on a headline, 
and the story would fill the 
screen, making it easy to read. A 
menu would allow the reader to 
choose from news, sports and 
other regular newspaper sections. 

Eventually, Fidler hopes, the 
technology will be sophisticated 
enough to make the on-screen 
newspaper interactive: The tap 
of a pen on a restaurant ad, 
for example, would connect 
the reader's computer with 
the restaurant’s reservation 
system. 

Experts say a model such as 
the one Fidler envisions would 
have to cost as little as $500 to 
appeal to a mass audience. 

Some newspapers are toying 
with other “Information Age” 
vehicles to get their words out. 

Large newspapers such as the 
Atlanta Journal and Constitu¬ 
tion, the Washington Post and 
the Los Angeles Times have 
special telephone numbers that 
readers can call to hear up-to- 
the-minute sports scores, news 
reports and even horoscopes and 
personal ads. The Baltimore Sun 
offers a telephone job resume 
service. 

Widespread use of paperless 
news is still a few years away. 
Fidler hopes it will be popular 
within five years. But most 
experts expect to see it after the 
turn of the century. 
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Two-way TV turns living room 
into shopping center 

It’s not too hard to imagine 
sinking into the sofa after a 
toodong work day, too tired 
to cook dinner or shop for the 
baby shower gift you need on 
Saturday. You know the bank 
closes at 7, and you just don’t 
have the energy to get there. 

It would be heaven to pick up 
the remote control and let the 
television take over for a while. 
But you’re hungry, and you 
have to buy that gift. And if you 
don’t transfer some money into 
your checking account tonight, 
the mortgage check will bounce. 

Enter interactive television, 
which, when it becomes avail¬ 
able in some locations sometime 
this year, will do the work while 
you sit on the couch. With a 
tap on a TV remote control, 
you could order a pizza (your 
favorite toppings would be pre¬ 
programmed so you don’t even 
have to choose); buy a baby gift 
(using either a credit card or 
checking account number); and 
take care of your banking. 

And that’s not all. Do you 
guess the letters on the Wheel of 
Fortune gameboard faster than 
Vanna White can flip them over? 
This two-way TV set-up will let 
you play along with other home 
viewers. Do you know more 
than the color analyst who calls 
professional football games? 
You’ll be able to spew sports 
trivia with other fans, right from 
your living room. 

With interactive television, a 
viewer can click a remote control 
button in response to choices 
that appear on a TV screen. If a 
commercial for a new car ap¬ 
pears, you might be asked 
whether you’d like to get a 
brochure in the mail. If you click 
on “yes,” the company will add 
you to its mailing list. Your 
name and address would be pre¬ 

programmed into your TV set. 
Likewise, a spot for a pizza 

company might come on and 
ask if you’d like to order your 
usual pie. Click on yes, and it 
will arrive at your door in 30 
minutes. 

Or you could select “banking” 
from an on-screen menu of 
options. You would be allowed to 
pay bills, transfer funds between 
accounts and conduct other 
business, right from your living 
room. If you’d like to order 
groceries, you’d point and shoot 
at a shopping “icon” and place 
your order. Likewise, you could 
order merchandise from cata¬ 
logs, choose movies and answer 
opinion polls, all with your 
remote control. 

“Instead of calling an 800 
number,” explains Paul Sturiale, 
public relations manager for the 
EON Corp., “you’ll have an icon 
that appears on the screen. If 
you click on this, you’ll be able 
to order this product. You don’t 
have to copy down an 800 num¬ 
ber and you don’t have to go to 

the telephone and dial. All you 
have to do is point and click.” 

The Reston, Va.-based EON 
Corp. plans to offer this tech¬ 
nology in several cities in 1994. 

The technology will use low- 
powered radio waves to transmit 
satellite signals to a box that will 
be hooked to the viewer’s TV set. 
Anyone who buys the $500 box 
will see graphic overlays along 
with the regular picture when 
they watch television shows and 
commercials. The overlays will 
give the viewer the option of 
playing along with a show or 
ordering merchandise. Overlays 
will appear only on shows and 
commercials whose producers 
have paid a fee to the interactive 
TV provider. 

Once the viewer pays for the 
box, there is no subscription fee. 
Viewers will pay only if they 
order merchandise or participate 
in a for-fee service or game. 

Viewers in nine cities — New 
York, Los Angeles, Chicago, 
Philadelphia, Boston, San 
Francisco, Washington, Dallas, 
and Houston — soon will be able 
to use the two-way technology. 
Other highly populated areas 
will eventually get the service. 

Sturiale predicts that because 
of their sparse populations, rural 
areas will be the last to have 
access to interactive TV, but that 
eventually they will. “People in 
rural areas are going to find this 
to be an excellent system be¬ 
cause it’s going to allow them 
convenience and fun that they 
haven’t had before,” he said. 

Two-way TV could save rural 
residents even more time than* 
their city counterparts, Sturiale» 
predicts; “They won’t have to 
take the long trek into town to go 
to the bank and live their lives 
around banker’s hours.” 
— Rural Electric News Service 
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Sheep and concrete 
a good mix for Prue 

Larry shears a sheep. In addition to his own, he also shears for others. In all, he'll shear some 3,000 sheep 
a year. Note how the fleece comes off almost like a hide. 

Larry Pruemer isn’t a bit 

sheepish about his occupation. 

In fact, he’s kind of bullish about 

the fact that he has some 500 

sheep on his farm just southeast 

of Effingham. Pruemer, along 

with his sons Wayne and Dale, 

is also mixed up in the concrete 

business. They pour and finish 

concrete in addition to farming. 

They raise sheep produced on 
the farm, buy feeder lambs to 

raise for the market, sell wool 

from their sheep, and Larry 

shears sheep for others. 

He got interested in sheep in 

kind of a roundabout way, he 
says. “My dad bought some ewe 
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It's easy to get an animal's undivided attention at feeding time, and here 
Larry puts out a wheelbarrow full of hayiage for his sheep. He enjoys 
the sight of rows of sheep eating heartily. 

lambs to clean up a lot,” he 
chuckles, and I decided to keep 
them.” Later on, he took over 
part of his dad’s place and got 
serious about the sheep business. 

“I started with about a dozen,” 
he relates, “and now I try to keep 
about 500 head on the place, 
counting ewes, feeder lambs and 
all. We farm about 150 acres, 
mostly for feed. We give them 
alfalfa, corn and corn silage, and 
feed a mineral supplement, too.” 

Larry remarks that in all the 
years he’s spent raising sheep, 
he never gets tired of watching 
them line up at the feed troughs. 
He draws the feed out of a 
Harvestore silo into a wheel¬ 
barrow, which he uses to fill the 
troughs. Working quickly, he 
puts the feed out fast enough so 
the ones that start eating first 
are still busy when all the 
latecomers start. Then he’ll look 
down the rows. “Isn’t that a 
pretty sight?” he says. 

While he’s been seriously in 
the business of raising sheep 
for some 18 years, he’s been 
shearing them longer. “They 
had an instructor down at the 
Dixon Springs Ag Experiment 
Station,” Larry says, “and I 
went down there in 1956 to 
learn. Now I shear about 3,000 
a year, and I charge customers 
$2.25 a head to do that.” 

In addition to producing and 
shearing, Larry is also a bonded 
wool buyer for Mid-State Wool 
Growers, in Columbus, Ohio. 
Trucks roll in twice a year to 
take away the fleece that the 
Pruemers put up in big 250- 
pound burlap bags. Last year 
he sent some 2,700 pounds to 
market. 

Each animal will produce 
about eight pounds of wool a 
year, he says, and the white face 
breed will produce better wool 
than black faces will. 

Wool prices are lower now 
than they’ve been in years, 
Larry says, for a number of 
reasons, the main one being the 
collapse of the Russian and 
Chinese markets, which used to 
buy a lot of the wool Australia 

exported. “They don’t have the 
money to buy any more,” he 
explains, “and Australia has too 
much wool. We import more 
now than we export. Wool sold 
for 80 cents a pound a couple of 
years ago, and now it’s selling 
for about nine cents.” 

Pruemer notes that the meat 
from lambs — mutton — has had 
a bad reputation for years, but it 
is an undeserved one. “Men who 
served in the Pacific Theatre in 
World War II remember the 
Australian mutton they got so 
much of, and much of it was 
range-fed and was from old 
animals, too. They had it so 
often, prepared by military 
cooks, that it’s no wonder they 
came to dislike it. The mutton 
we produce today isn’t anything 
like what so many wartime vets 

remember — especially if it’s 
prepared right.” 

While some don’t like mutton, 
there is a market for it, and the 
Pruemers sell much of theirs 
through the St. Louis Stockyards. 
Occasionally a buyer will show 
up at the farm. 

“Raising sheep isn’t all that 
difficult if you know what you’re 
doing,” Larry says, then adds, 
“There’s just enough work 
involved to keep me out of 
trouble.” 

He adds that there’s a conven¬ 
tion in Springfield every year, 
and that it offers sessions in 
management, breeding, wool 
quality and cooking. And it 
offers opportunities for pro¬ 
ducers to visit — but nobody 
talks much about concrete 
finishing. 
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you speed across the countryside. 

When skimming over the white land¬ 

scape this winter, be alert for ob¬ 

stacles such as trees, fences, other 

snowmobilers and utility pole guy 

wires. Keep alert, because these guys 

can be trouble. 

tlectric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Getting the job done . . . TOGETHER 
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10-pound 'virtual office' 
goes wherever worker does 

In the not-too-distant future, 
you’ll be able to pack up your 
office and take it with you 
wherever you go. 

It will weigh less than 10 
pounds and will consist of a 
notebook-sized laptop computer 
with a built-in modem that 
allows you to send electronic 
messages and faxes to your 
colleagues. It will include a 
portable printer and maybe a 
cellular telephone. 

You won’t have a desk to sit at, 
a time clock to punch or walls 
where you can hang pictures of 
your children. You’ll be able to 
work anywhere: at home, in 
your car, at a client’s office, or in 
an airport lounge. 

It’s called a “virtual office,” 
and organizational experts say 
it’s the wave of the future. 

Sales reps at IBM and a hand¬ 
ful of other big companies have 
already been sent packing; at 
one national advertising agency 
in New York, employees come to 
the office only for meetings. 
Otherwise, they work where and 
when they choose. 

The virtual office is an exten¬ 
sion of the growing trend called 
“telecommuting,” which allows 
employees to bring their work 
home with them to do via com¬ 
puter and telephone. They skip 
the commute; their pre-schoolers 
stay at home during the day. 
They report high productivity 
and increased job satisfaction. 

No longer just for traveling 
salespeople dialing in from their 
motel rooms to place orders, 
telecommuting is now in use at 
many corporations. Notably, 
companies with fewer than 100 
employees comprise 81 percent 
of the telecommuters. 

Today’s work force is more 
mobile than at any other time in 
history. 

“With new technology the 

workplace can be anywhere,” 
says Michael Bell, the director of 
corporate real estate for Dun 
& Bradstreet. But the virtual 
office means more than hauling 
around a briefcase full of hard¬ 
ware. It also means a new way of 
working and thinking. 

Over the next decade, man¬ 
agement expert Gil Gordon 
estimates, more than one-third 
of the U.S. work force will main¬ 
tain nontraditional work sched¬ 
ules and millions will spend at 
least one day a week working 
out of their homes. 

In 1992, there were 7.6 million 
telecommuters — people who 
are employed by companies but 
work full- or part-time outside of 
the office, according to Link 
Resources, a New York research 
firm. The U.S. Department of 
Transportation says that num¬ 
ber could increase to 15 million 
within the next 10 years. The 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
estimates 20 million Americans 
do some work — either full- or 
part-time, either as telecom¬ 
muters or as self-employed small 
business owners or contractors 
— at home. Link says the num¬ 
ber has grown at an annual 
average rate of 12.7 percent 

since 1989. 
By the year 2000, organiza¬ 

tional experts say, many busi¬ 
nesses will have two tiers linking 
permanent, full-time employees 
and temporary, part-time 
workers by computers, modems, 
video screens and faxes. 

“First there was the telegraph 
and then the telephone and now 
we’ve got personal computers, 
faxes and video teleconfer¬ 
encing,” says Edward Cornish, 
president of the World Future 
Society in Bethesda, Maryland. 
“The prospect of living your life 
and conducting business with¬ 
out ever being in the same room 
as your colleagues isn’t out of 
question, and I’m sure it’s quite 
attractive to some.” 

Management gurus such as 
Tom Peters and Peter Drucker 
have predicted such a scenario 
for years, and over the past 
decade dozens of major cor¬ 
porations, including American 
Express, AT&T, Time Warner, 
IBM, Avon, and Hewlett Packard 
have begun to offer work-at- 
home options for some of their 
employees. 

Even the federal government 
is testing telecommuting: In a 
pilot program called “Flexiplace,” 
700 of the nation’s 2.8 million 
federal employees work at 
home. Others — who work 
in cities but live in distant 
communities — are reporting to 
new satellite offices near their 
rural homes instead of com¬ 
muting two or more hours to the 
main offices. 

The premise is that advanced 
computer technology allows 
some employees to do their work 
just as well, or better, from a 
satellite office, without having to 
drive to the city. 

Distance is no longer a hin¬ 
drance to corporate decision- 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Bill displays a tablecloth he's working on now, and which is nearing completion. In addition to doilies and 
chair sets, he's made more than 30 tablecloths. He's been crocheting nearly 50 years, and started his first 
tablecloth on Christmas Day, 1958. 

A cure for headaches 
Bill Wilson sits in his over¬ 

stuffed chair, his jaw working 
slowly and methodically, in time 
with his stubby, sausage-like 
fingers. While his jaw works a 
chaw of snuff, his work-calloused 
fingers work at turning out a 
beautiful tablecloth. 

At 63, Bill enjoys sitting in 
front of the TV set in the rural 
Dundas home his grandfather 
built, using a -10 needle and 
thousands of yards of fine thread 
to turn out works of art. Cro¬ 
cheting is his hobby. 

His big fingers look like un¬ 
likely candidates for the work 
they do and look, in fact, like 
they’d be more at home doing 
heavy work like oil well pump¬ 
ing, farming or working in a sale 
barn. He’s done all those things, 
and still farms. He also works 
one day a week at a nearby sale 
barn. 

While his tablecloths look 
like he’s been doing them for a 
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lifetime, that’s not the case: he’s 
only been making them for 36 
years. But he spent several years 
“warming up” with chair sets, 
doilies and the like. 

“I’ve been crocheting since 
my early teens,” says Bill, who 
never married, “and my mother 
got me started. She could cro¬ 
chet, and she’d read a pattern for 
me. She explained how to do it 
and I finally learned how to read 
a pattern for myself.” 

While it seems unlikely that 
a teen-aged boy would get in¬ 
terested in such an “unmanly” 
hobby in those days (Before 
a massive football star noted 
that he unwound by doing 
needlework), Bill notes that 
there was a reason for his in¬ 
volvement in crocheting. 

“I had migraine headaches,” 
he explains, “and Mom took me 
to an old country doctor. He 
couldn’t figure out what caused 
them, and didn’t know a sure 

cure, either. As a last resort he 
suggested I try crocheting. I 
don’t know if my crocheting is 
the reason, but I haven’t had a 
migraine in 20 years.” 

At any rate, Bill treats his 
work as a fine art, and doesn’t 
just continue if he makes a 
mistake. “I’ll correct it no mat¬ 
ter how far I have to unravel,” he 
says. 

He still remembers his first 
tablecloth. It was a diamond 
design, and he started it on 
Christmas day, 1958. Eight 
months (and 11,300 yards of 
#30 thread) later, he had his first 
full-sized tablecloth. There have 
been about 30 since then. Many 
are made as gifts for friends or 
relatives, often “on a whim.” 
Others are “made to order.” As 
far as Bill knows, his handiwork 
graces a table in Belgium, and 
several in Illinois, Florida, 
Indiana, Tennessee and Virginia. 



Dirty humidifiers may cause health problems 
Consumers should be alert 

to possible health hazards re¬ 
sulting from dirty room humidi¬ 
fiers, according to the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Com¬ 
mission (CPSC). The CPSC has 
found that bacteria and fungi 
often grow in the tanks of port¬ 
able and console room humidi¬ 
fiers and can be released in the 
mist. Breathing dirty mist may 
cause lung problems ranging 
from flu-like symptoms to se¬ 
rious infection. This information 
is of special concern to allergy or 
asthma sufferers whose symp¬ 
toms may be increased. 

Film or scum appearing on the 
water surface, on the sides or 
bottom of the tank, or on ex¬ 
posed motor parts may indicate 
that the humidifier tank con¬ 
tains bacteria or fungi. A crusty 
deposit or scale may also form 
with the tank or on parts in the 
water. This scale is composed of 
minerals that have settled out of 
the water creating a surface on 

which bacteria or fungi may 
grow. 

Minerals can also be released 
in the mist and settle as fine 
white dust. This white dust may 
contain particles that are small 
enough to enter the lungs. The 
health effects from inhaling this 
humidifier dust are not clear; 
any impact on human health 
will depend upon the types and 
amounts of minerals found in 
the water used. 

To reduce the possibility of 
health hazards from dirty room 
humidifiers, the staff of the 
CPSC recommends that you 
take the following precautions: 

• Do not allow film and scale 
to develop in your humidifier. If 
possible, change the water in 
your room humidifier daily. 
Empty the tank before you fill it. 
If the tank is not removable, 
clean it often according to 
manufacturer’s instructions. 

• Use distilled or demin¬ 
eralized water in your room 
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humidifier; tap water contains 
more minerals. Use deminerali¬ 
zation cartridges or filters if sup¬ 
plied or recommended for use 
with your humidifier. 

• Drain and clean the tank of 
your room humidifier before you 
store it. Clean it after summer 
storage. Remove dust on the out¬ 
side of your unit. 

• Clean your room humidifier 
well and often during the heat¬ 
ing season. Be sure to unplug 
the humidifier before cleaning. 
Follow the manufacturer’s sug¬ 
gested cleaning methods. If 
chlorine bleach or other cleaning 
product or disinfectant is used, 
make sure to rinse the tank 
well to avoid breathing harmful 
chemicals. Use a brush or other 
scrubber to clean the tank. Be 
careful not to damage the motor 
or to scratch the inner surface. 
Clean or replace sponge filters or 
belts when needed. 

butter and crackers. 
2. Fill plastic jugs with water. 
3. Have throwaway plates, 

plastic silverware and a manual 
can opener on hand. 

During an extended outage 

1. Shut off the water supply 
(and the electricity to the pump, 
if you have one) and drain the 
system. Pour antifreeze into the 
plumbing fixtures in the bath¬ 
room and the kitchen. 

Have the following general 
items on hand 

1. Wind-up alarm clock 
2. Battery powered radio 
3. Extra blankets 
Prepare as if every winter 

outage will be a long one and 
you’ll not be caught short of 
creature comforts. You can 
be confident and rest assured 
that your employees will work 
around the clock to restore ser¬ 
vice to all members as quickly as 
possible. 

Coping with a winter outage 
Winter outages can be miser¬ 

able. It’s almost always dark, 
always cold, always dismal. Try 
as we might, they’ll always be 
with us. 

But a winter outage doesn’t 
have to be disastrous, and you 
can be relatively cozy if you do 
some planning and take a few 
precautions. 

When the power goes off, the 
first thing to do is disconnect 
those electric circuits that serve 
delicate electronic appliances and 
entertainment equipment. This 
will protect them from any surges 
that may occur when the power 
is restored. When it is restored, 
wait for 15 to 30 minutes to 
ensure that the outage is over, 
then reconnect those circuits. 

And, if the lights go dim and 
stay that way, disconnect those 
circuits that serve motor op¬ 
erated appliances. Dim lights 
mean that the voltage coming 
into the home is not high 

enough to adequately serve 
motors — a low voltage situa¬ 
tion. Operating motors at low 
voltage may damage them. 

For warmth 

1. Several layers of light¬ 
weight clothing will keep a body 
warmer than one heavy piece. 

2. A backup heater can be 
used in good stead, but carefully. 
If the heater has a flame, ven¬ 
tilation must be provided. 

For light 

1. Know where the flashlight 
and fresh batteries are. 

2. For safety, place lighted 
candles in containers such as 
coffee cans. 

3. Have extra lantern fuel on 
hand if lanterns are used. 

For food 

1. Stock supplies of food such 
as canned meat, tuna, powdered 
milk and juices, cereal, peanut 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
making. Most communication 
can be nearly instant. And with 
easy-to-use electronic mail, 
fax machines and computer 
networks — whose prices drop 
as technology advances — 
working from home can be very 
similar to working in the office, 
experts say. 

“The work force is communi¬ 
cating increasingly electroni¬ 

cally anyway,” says Charles 
Grantham, president of the 
Institute for the Study of Dis¬ 
tributed Work. 

“In the very near future, 
workers will do what they do 
wherever they want,” because 
their electronic tools eliminate 
“separations of time and space,” 
Grantham said. 

And that could allow people to 
live in rural areas even though 

their jobs are in big cities. 
“For the first time since 

recorded history — even before 
that — we have a tool that allows 
us to decentralize,” says John 
Sanger, president of Tele- 
Commuter Resources Inc. in 
Minneapolis. 

“Cities could be taking it on 
the chin, like the rural areas 
once did,” Sanger says. 

Rural Electric News Service 

The things we value 

Some things that we value can’t be mea¬ 

sured in terms of money. 

A vivid sunset, a starry summer night ac¬ 

companied by a cricket’s song...they don’t 

7 have a price tag. 

Seeing the baby take a first step, romp¬ 

ing with your dog in fresh snow...those 

times aren’t for sale. 

Value is relative. In your own home, 

for example, that feeling of love and 

security won’t equal a stack of silver. 

But for your home’s heating and cooling comfort, for constant com¬ 

fort throughout the house, for safety and security, electricity’s value 

can be seen in dollars and cents. For the greater enjoyment of those 

times you value, go with the energy that delivers the most value. 

Electricity. A source of comfort. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Getting the job done . . . TOGETHER 



Use the earth to your 
advantage 

Your most efficient 
source for home heating and 
cooling isn’t oil, gas or wood. 
It’s the Earth. Your most 
efficient heating and 
cooling system is the 
geothermal system. It 
gets its energy from the 
sun’s heat stored within 
the soil around your 
house — a constant 
energy supply. In the 
winter, the system absorbs 
warmth from the soil and 
transfers it to your home 
through a simple coil of liquid- 
filled pipe buried in your yard. 
This exchange is reversed in the 
summer to cool the house. Take 
advantage of a safe, clean and efficient 
option that’s 3 to 4 times more efficient than 
fossil-fuel. It’s to your advantage to contact your electric 
cooperative today. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 



Norris Electric News 

The men who were reelected to the NEC Board of Directors at the annual meeting are pictured with Ernest C. 
Weber, manager. Seated from left are: Loren Litherland of Mt. Carmel, Lyman Crumrin of Marshall, Earl 
Minderman of Lawrenceville and Howard Wolf of Wheeler. Standing from left are: Wilburn Deters of Teutopolis, 
Weber and Walter Hart of Annapolis. 

No rate hike in '94 — we hope 
Members of Norris Electrie 

Cooperative (NEC) received 
some mixed news at NEC’s 56th 
annual meeting January 29 at 
the Newton High School. They 
learned that, despite co-op 
growth, it may not be too long 
until a slight rate increase is 
necessary — the first since 1983. 

A highlight of the meeting was 
the awarding of a plaque to 
Delbert D. Mundt of Dieterich 
recognizing him as Illinois 
“Cooperative Director of the 
Year,” on behalf of the Illinois 
Cooperative Coordinating Com¬ 
mittee. Mundt, NEC president, 

was recognized for his Dieterich- 
area civic activities and his suc¬ 
cessful efforts to get E J Water 
Corporation up and running. 
Mundt also serves as president 
of E J Water. The presentation 
was made by Earl W. Struck, 
executive vice president and 
general manager of the As¬ 
sociation of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, Springfield. 

During the business session, 
members reelected six men to 
the board of directors. They are: 
Wilburn Deters of Teutopolis, 
Walter W. Hart of Annapolis, 
Howard Wolf of Wheeler, Earl 

Minderman of Lawrenceville, 
Lyman Crumrin of Marshall, 
and Loren Litherland of Mt. 
Carmel. 

In his address to some 950 
members and guests, Ernest C. 
Weber, manager, noted that the 
year 1993 had been a good one 
for the co-op, with no major 
storms damaging the system, 
and some load growth after a 
disappointing previous year. 

“Our sales had been rising 
fairly steadily until 1992,” he 
reported, “when the cooler-than- 
normal summer and warmer- 
than-usual winter resulted in a 



Delbert Mundt (left) of Dieterich receives a plaque honoring him as the 
Illinois "Cooperative Director of 1993" from Earl Struck, executive vice 
president and general manager of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. 

to Mundt. Among them were 
Congressman Glenn Poshard, 
Darlene Mammoser, Victor Lidy 
and State Representative Charles 
“Chuck” Hartke. 

Crumrin, treasurer, noted 
that 1993 had been a good year 
financially for Norris Electric 
Cooperative, with increased 
electricity sales and 296 new 
members. “Our operating reve¬ 
nues came to $18,000,404,” 
he said, “and our expenses 
including purchased power, 
depreciation, administration 
and taxes came to $17,410,323. 
We had operating margins of 
$590,081.” 

After the meeting the board 
met in a reorganizational session 
and reelected officers: Mundt, 
president; Minderman, vice 
president; Crumrin, treasurer; 
and Russell C. Scherer of 
Sumner, secretary. 

In addition to the officers and 
reelected directors, other NEC 
members who serve on the 
board are: Charles Liston of 
Flat Rock, Norbert Nix of West 
Liberty and Frank Seiler of 
Dundas. 

3 percent drop in kilowatt-hour 
sales. Last year’s sales, respond¬ 
ing to a more normal summer 
and winter, jumped to a record 
level. If this January is any 
indication, our sales should con¬ 
tinue their upward trend.” 

Weber noted that Norris Elec¬ 
tric is the only co-op or electric 
company in Illinois that has not 
had a rate hike in 11 years. “We 
are only too happy to report that 
there will be no electric rate 
increase in 1994, provided we do 
not experience a major ice storm 
or other catastrophe,” he added. 

He indicated that part of the 

reason for the co-op’s stable 
rates is its close relationship 
with its sole power supplier. 
Central Illinois Public Service 
Co. (CIPvS). “As manager of your 
electric cooperative,” he said, “I 
want to personally express my 
thanks to the CIPS personnel for 
their cooperation in making this 
possible.” 

In lieu of a president’s report, 
Mundt showed a brief video 
program outlining his efforts — 
and the efforts of many others 
— to get a water district into 
operation. Severed area residents 
were mentioned, in addition 

This is important 
in reporting outages 
OFFICE HOURS: 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Closed 
Saturdays, Sundays and 
holidays. Phone: (618) 
783-8765. 

Report all outages at once. 
Check your own breakers 
or fuses first. If you cannot 
locate the trouble in your 
own wiring, call our office 
first — (618) 783 8765. If no 
answer, dial 783-3221 

Please remember — When 
reporting an outage, have 
your line and account 
number ready. You will 
find it in the lower left- 
hand comer of your meter 
reading card. 

Members filed through the food line for lunch after the meeting. 



On-line computer services 
are 'global connectivity' 

There was a time when chil¬ 
dren neatly printed requests to 
Santa Claus, addressed them to 
the North Pole, and dropped 
them in the nearest mailbox. 
That’s a method that today’s 
computer-savvy kids dismiss as 
“snail mail.’’ It’s quicker to 
pound their pleas for presents on 
a computer keyboard and send 
them, posthaste, to Santa’s elec¬ 
tronic mailbox. 

Millions of Americans sub¬ 
scribe to consumer-oriented, 
on-line computer services rang¬ 
ing from small, single-topic 
“bulletin boards’’ to commer¬ 
cial giants such as Prodigy, 
CompuServe, America OnLine 
and GEnie to the massive 
Internet, a web of computer net¬ 
works that links more than two 
million computers and 20 mil¬ 
lion individual users in about 60 
countries. 

Subscriptions to on-line ser¬ 
vices have been growing at a 
rate of 20 percent a year, ac¬ 
cording to the Information & 
Interactive Services Report. 

The boom is fueled by low-cost 
computers. 

About 25 million households 
have personal computers, and 
it’s estimated that up to 10 
million use some form of network 
— either Internet, a commercial 
service or a bulletin board 
system. 

Many of them — especially 
bulletin board users — are look¬ 
ing for new friends. 

The popular on-line bulletin 
boards, or newsgroups, are 
usually topic specific and run by 
hobbyists with interests ranging 
from the Kennedy assassination 
to religion to chess. There are 
more than 45,000 local bulletin 
boards in the US. 

Users communicate via elec¬ 
tronic mail — on which mes¬ 
sages are sent back and forth via 
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computers like letters — and 
on “chat lines.” Also called 
citizen’s bands or people con¬ 
nections, chat lines are like 
on-line conference calls in which 
individual computer users can 
talk, by computer screen, one- 
on-one with another user or with 
a group. Those messages are 
received instantaneously. 

Once on-line, you can read the 
news, make airline reservations, 
shop, play games, use data¬ 
bases, pay bills, post your views 
on bulletin boards or just chat 
with whomever happens to be 
there. To get access, you need a 
computer, a modem, communi¬ 
cations software and a sub¬ 
scription. These comprehensive 
services typically charge $7 to 
$15 a month for two to five 
hours of basic services. Some 
bulletin boards are free; others 
charge up to $10 an hour. 
Usually, phone access is through 
a local number, so you don’t pay 
long distance charges. 

And some users have serious 
business to conduct: Vice 
President Gore, a computer 
aficionado, held an interactive, 
computerized “electronic town 
meeting.” And the Clinton 
White House has a director of 
E-mail, who answers the 4,000 

pieces of electronic mail sent to 
the First Computer each month. 

In the grim aftermath of 
California’s January earth¬ 
quake, victims who still had 
electricity flicked on their com¬ 
puters to commiserate on¬ 
line with others caught in the 
disaster. Out-of-staters, unable 
to get through to loved ones by 
telephone, signed on to ask for 
help from locals. 

Prodigy and CompuServe, the 
nation’s largest computer-linked 
systems, set up earthquake 
bulletin boards. Prodigy re¬ 
ported its users logged on to its 
earthquake bulletin board more 
than 800.000 times the day of 
the quake. 

And thousands of children last 
December sent E-mail messages 
to Santa — and got replies. 

But not everyone is taken with 
what they see as the imper¬ 
sonal nature of this form of 
communication. 

“It’s chilling,” says author 
and psychologist Michael 
Broder. “For a lot of people, it’s 
a fantasy life. No real person can 
measure up to personalities one 
sees in computer messages.” 

Still, its broad applications are 
removing boundaries that once 
limited interaction and the 
exchange of information. 

“Being out of touch is no 
longer an accident of geography,” 
says Paul Saffo of the Institute 
for the Future in Menlo Park, 
Calif. “Our age-old desires for 
romance, affection and connec¬ 
tion are now being expressed in 
a new medium — the computer.” 

“It’s really global connec¬ 
tivity,” agrees Howard Funk, 
executive director of the Reston, 
Va.-based Internet Society. “It’s 
really remarkable that anyone 
can talk to anyone they want at 
any time.” 

— Rural Electric News Service 
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Getting the most out of your air conditioner 
The Air-Conditioning and 

Refrigeration Institute (ARI) 
compares the operation of an air 
conditioning system to an auto¬ 
mobile: efficiency depends 
greatly on the way it is main¬ 
tained and operated. Cars give 
better mileage and last longer 
when they get proper care and 
attention and are driven moder¬ 
ately. The same thing is true of 
air conditioning systems. The 
ARI offers these tips to help you 
get the most comfort from your 
air-conditioning system for the 
least cost: 

Clean the filter 
Air conditioning systems do 

more than just cool the air. They 
lower humidity and also remove 
dust and dirt by moving the air 
through filters. 

When these filters become 
clogged with dirt, the system 
must work harder to do its job. 
This wastes energy and can 
make utility bills rise. Depend¬ 
ing on the amount of dust in the 
air, filters can become clogged in 
just a month or two of operation. 
Most residential systems have 
disposable filters. These should 
be checked every two months 
(once a month during peak use) 
and replaced when necessary. 
Permanent filters should be 
cleaned in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s instructions. 
Under no circumstances should 
you operate your system with¬ 
out filters. To do so could lead to 
a need for more frequent clean¬ 
ing of the heat exchangers. 

Air leaks are costly 
Some people like to "help” 

their air conditioner by opening 
doors and windows on warm 
days. But doing so just lets all 
the cool, dehumidified air rush 
outside and lets in the hot, 
humid air. The more your home 
seals out heat, humidity, and 
dust, the more efficiently your 
system will do its job. 

Most people think of thermal 

insulation, storm windows and 
weatherstripping in connection 
with reducing heating costs. But 
the benefits of these energy con¬ 
servation measures apply to 
cooling as well. 

The amount of insulation your 

home needs, as well as the num¬ 
ber of hours per day and days 
per year your air conditioning 
system works, varies greatly 
from area to area. To determine 
the correct amount, consult a 
building materials dealer or 
insulation contractor where you 
live. 

Weatherstripping, which 
plugs holes and gaps around 
doors and windows, not only 
blocks out drafts in colder 
weather, but also helps lock 
in cool air on warm days and 
nights. Closing these air leaks 
will help significantly in main¬ 
taining your comfort and re¬ 
ducing energy use. 

The sunlight which streams in 
windows in the winter can pro¬ 
vide a great deal of heat inside 
the home. But that same sun¬ 
light during summer or in 
warmer parts of the country can 
make an air conditioning system 
work harder than it should. 
Insulated or thermal windows 
can help. Draperies and shades 
pulled over the windows when 
the sun is hitting them directly 
(especially in late afternoon) will 
reduce the cooling load signifi¬ 
cantly. Some people install 

awnings over windows and 
doors to provide shade. 

Trees and shrubs strategically 
planted can also provide wel¬ 
come shade and protection from 
direct sunlight. 

More cost-saving tips 
We’ve talked about heat com¬ 

ing into the home from outside. 
But the operation of appliances 
can generate heat and humidity 
inside, as well. When they’re 
operating, washers, dryers, 
ovens and ranges cam put out 
both heat and moisture. Using 
these appliances during the 
warmest times of the day, when 
your cooling system is working 
hardest, just adds to the burden. 
By scheduling washing, drying, 
baking and cooking for morn¬ 
ings or evenings when it is 
cooler, you can remove this 
extra burden from your air con¬ 
ditioning system. 

An exhaust fan neair an oven 
or range can help remove not 
only some of the excess heat but 
also uncomfortable humidity 
from cooking. Similarly, make 
sure your clothes dryer is vented 
outside. 

Leave your thermostat at one 
setting. 

Preventive maintenance is the 
least expensive kind. Not only 
that, but also keeping your sys¬ 
tem in top shape through regu¬ 
lar checkups is the best way to 
ensure it will keep working for 
you when you need it most. 

The best time to have your 
system checked by a competent 
service technician is in early 
spring, before the cooling season 
starts. In warm climates, mid¬ 
winter is the best time. 

Many firms offer a service con¬ 
tract which provides routine 
maintenance, including lubrica¬ 
tion of motors, tightening of 
belts and checking of refrigerant 
level. There are some main¬ 
tenance checks you can make 
yourself. Check your owner’s 
manual. 
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There was time before the meeting to discuss the water company's rapid growth, and here, from left, Delbert 
Mundt, Clarence Vahling and Dan Mahaffey reminisce. Mundt, who's president of the NEC board, is also 
president of E J. Like him, Vahling has long been active in the search for water. A member of the E J board, 
he did not seek reelection at the meeting. Mahaffey is manager of E J. 

EJ members elect three 
to water company board 

Three area residents were 
elected to the board of directors 

of E J Water Corporation at 

the member-owned utility’s 

fifth annual meeting Thursday, 

March 10, in Dieterich. Some 

110 members and guests turned 

out to celebrate the organi¬ 

zation’s first meeting since “The 

Big Splash,” when the water 

was turned on for Phase I of the 
project. Reelected were Michael 

Hall of Wheeler and Lawrence 

Thoele of Teutopolis. Francis 

Wente of Sigel was elected to his 

first term. Clarence Vahling 

of Jewett chose not to seek 

reelection. 

Members also voted to pass 

two bylaw amendments. The 

first was necessary to proceed 

with phase II of the project, 
and the second cleared up 

the definition of a “member,” 

ensuring that a person who 

had signed an application and 

had paid the membership fee 

would be a member (the pre¬ 

vious bylaw suggested that only 

those receiving water would be 

members). 

Delbert D. Mundt of Dieterich, 

president, welcomed the au¬ 

dience to the meeting and noted 
that E J Water had come a 

long way in just five years. 
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He said, “Success comes when 
many people work toward a 
common goal.” He added that 
many steps had been taken 
during the past year toward 
the goal of supplying good 
water to residents of Jasper, 
Clay, southern Cumberland, 
Effingham, Richland and south¬ 
eastern Shelby counties. 

“We have grown from oiir 
Effingham-Jasper County roots 
and a few hundred members 
to serving some half-dozen 
counties. We have 1,925 sign¬ 
ups, and we're getting more. 
There are some 700 from 
Watson, Mason and Edgewood, 
and we’re negotiating with the 
cities of Louisville and Xenia to 
sell them water. We have had 
meetings with Sailor Springs.” 

Mundt said wells by the 
Embarass River are providing 
water for present needs, and 
they will be adequate for Phase 
I and II of the project, and pos¬ 
sibly Phase III. Alternate sources 
of water will be a high priority as 
the system continues to grow. 
Possible alternate sources will be 
additional well sites along the 
Embarass River, side channel 
reservoir on the Embarass River 
and treated water from the 
Lincoln Prairie Water District 
(Lake Shelbyville). 

Dan Mahaffey, manager, 
spelled out E J Water’s ac¬ 
complishments to date, which 
include the drilling of two pro¬ 
ducing wells and construction 
of a treatment plant and a 
150,000-gallon elevated tank at 
Island Grove. 

“We have 100 miles of line 
laid with approximately 400 
services —all complete,” he 
said. “Contractors will be back 
to complete landscaping as soon 
as weather permits. Phase II 
includes the addition of ap¬ 
proximately 200 miles of line 
and 500 or more meters and the 
drilling of another well. We plan 
to double the capacity of the 
treatment plant, too.” 

Mahaffey explained to the 
group because of water pumps 
being temporarily out of service. 

Rep. Chuck Hartke 

E J had experienced low water 
pressure. If water pressure gets 
below 20 psi on a water line, 
EPA requires a boil order must 
be issued. “We have developed 
a practice of calling radio sta¬ 
tions WIKK, WCRA and WXEF 
as well as the schools to inform 
them of the boil order. We are 
pleased to announce that since 
we have been selling water, we 
have not had a bad or unsafe 
sample report from the EPA,” he 
concluded. 

Rep. Chuck Hartke of 
Teutopolis attended and visited 
at length -with those in atten¬ 
dance, before being invited to 

speak. Hartke was one of the 
first area legislators to get in¬ 
volved in the project, and Mundt 
mentioned during his introduc¬ 
tion that “Perhaps we should 
think of him as an E J cheer¬ 
leader: He was that enthusiastic 
about the project.” 

Hartke, who had put up with 
water problems of his own, 
remarked that the decision to 
get involved in solving the prob¬ 
lem wasn’t a difficult one. “The 
need was there, and there was 
no question about it. I was glad 
to get involved, because we’ve 
been told many times that 
economic development will not 
take place without good water. I 
must admit,” he said with a 
chuckle, “that it was really great 
to be there when they turned on 
the water that first time last 
summer. That was great, and 
it’s been great to be involved in 
this really worthwhile project.” 

A highlight of the meeting 
was the presentation of certifi¬ 
cates of appreciation to several 
area persons and businesses 
who have given generously 
of time, effort and resources 
to make E J a success. Earl 
Meinhart, vice president of E J 
Water, presented the certificates 
to Vahling, outgoing director; 
Norris Electric Cooperative, 
accepted by Ernest Weber; First 
National Bank of Dieterich, 
accepted by Tom Niebrugge; 
Wrights Furniture Store and the 
Dieterich Community Ruritan, 
accepted by Tom Wright; 
Dieterich School Unit No. 30, 
accepted by Gary Barbre; and 
Dr. Patrick Niebrugge, accepted 
by Janet Jansen on his behalf. 

This is important in 
OFFICE HOURS: 8:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. Closed Saturdays, 
Sundays and holidays. Phone: 
(618) 783-8765. 

Report all outages at once. 
Check your own breakers 
or fuses first. If you cannot 
locate the trouble in your own 

reporting outages 
wiring, call our office first — 
(618) 783 8765. If no answer, 
dial 783-3221 

Please remember — When 
reporting an outage, have 
your line and account number 
ready. You will find it in the 
lower left-hand corner of your 
meter reading card. 
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A home coming 
I know it doesn’t look like much now. Just a scrubby piece of 

ground with weeds all over. But someday, the kids’ swingset is 
going over there, and by the time Joel is old enough, this tree 
branch should support him just fine. 

I’ve thought a long time about this house, and I’m not looking 
forward to all the work ahead. There are still a lot of hard deci¬ 
sions to make. I’m glad I already made a big one. I picked elec¬ 
tricity as my home energy source. 

I won’t have to deal with a flame going all the time, or fumes in 
the house. Heating and cooling, it will all be electric. Constant 
comfort throughout the house. No hot or cold spots. Clean and 
dependable. My electric cooperative has some ways for me to 
save money, too. That’s a comforting thought. 

Electricity. A source of comfort. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Getting the job done ... TOGETHER 
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STOP! 

Lots of 
things to 

do. Winter 
was hard on 

the roof. And 
there are tree limbs 

to cut. But before you 
start, STOP! Stop and 

look up to make sure there 
are no electric lines above 

your work area. When you’re 
moving the grain auger, raising an 

antenna, cleaning the pool...anytime 
you are using tall equipment, make sure you will be well clear of power 
lines. Whether you’re outside your home or out in the farm field, get 
your jobs done the safe way... 

Stop, look and live. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Getting the job done ... TOGETHER 
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Karla Johnson, technical services 
librarian at the Helen Matthes 
Library in Effingham, arranges 
some of the many exhibits that will 
be displayed in support of the 
"Produce for Victory: Posters 
on the American Home Front" 
traveling exhibit that will be shown 
in Effingham and Lawrenceville. 
The displays will be cosponsored 
by the Smithsonian Institution 
Traveling Exhibition Service, 
the Illinois Humanities Council 
and the humanities councils of 
West Virginia, Georgia, Utah and 
Oregon. 

Wartime exhibits in the works 
"Coming soon to a theater 

near you,” the old movie promo¬ 
tions used to proclaim breath¬ 
lessly, and they might well have 
added that the coming attraction 
boasted "A cast of thousands.” 

There is a production coming 
to Norris Electric Cooperative’s 
service area, and it has a cast of 
millions. "Produce for Victory” 
essentially included as its cast 
all those who served in the 
military during World War II and 
the home front workers who 
kept them fed and equipped. 

Another presentation, “They 
served with honor,” deals with 
the war a little closer to home. It 
focuses on WWII veterans living 
in the Effingham area, those 
who didn’t come home, and the 
families who struggled with the 
absence or loss of loved ones. 

"Produce for Victory” is a 
national project, and its full title 
is, "Produce for Victory: Posters 
on the American Home Front, 
1941-1945.” Timed to coincide 
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with the 50th anniversary of 
World War II, it features repro¬ 
ductions of the vintage posters 
which encouraged all Americans 
to support the fighting men 
abroad by buying war bonds, 
stepping up productivity and 
cutting waste. 

The display is the result 
of a collaboration between 
the Smithsonian Institution 
Traveling Exhibition Service 
(SITES), the Illinois Humanities 
Council and the humanities 
councils of West Virginia, 
Georgia, Utah and Oregon. 

The exhibit is a pilot project, 
and is modelled after traveling 
exhibits that normally visit cities 
like Chicago, New York and San 
Francisco. Since those cities can 
support massive projects and 
small towns can’t, such displays 
never make it . to rural areas. 
"Produce for Victory” is de¬ 
signed to test the feasibility of 
smaller exhibits, in the hope 
that other exhibits may follow. 
1994 

Each of the five states involved 
in the program will have five 
sites for the display, and two of 
those in Illinois will be in NEC’s 
service area. One will be in 
Lawrenceville, which will have 
it from November 7 through 
December 17, and another in 
Effingham, set for March 7 
through April. Other towns 
hosting the exhibit are Dixon, 
Peru and Pontiac. 

The dates for the exhibits have 
not been firmed up yet, but will 
be available soon. 

Each town that hosts the 
exhibit has been asked to pre¬ 
pare supplemental displays, and 
Effingham residents are busy 
putting together a project to be 
proud of, according to Karla 
Johnson, technical services 
librarian at the Helen Matthes 
Library, where the exhibit will 
be held. “We’re trying to get 
local people to let us borrow 
memorabilia, and so on, and we 
hope some of the businesses will 
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have displays too, much like 
they might have had during the 
war. Since meat and sugar were 
rationed, we’re trying to come 
up with a recipes for sugarless 
cooking and meatless main 
dishes.” 

In addition to those activities, 
the Effingham-Area World War 
II 50th Anniversary Committee 
is involved, too, and a reenact¬ 
ment of a World War II battle — 
complete with a tank or two — 
is being planned on the Phil 
Mette place near Green Creek. 

The video project, headed 
up by Craig Lindvahl, award¬ 
winning instructor at Teutopolis 
High School, deals with inter¬ 
views of people who served in 
the war, and those who have 
vivid memories of life on the 
home front. 

“I think it’s very important to 
get as many of these people as 
possible to tell their stories,” he 
says, “because there are fewer 
and fewer of them as time goes 

by. And this was an important 
enough time in our history that 
we should try to preserve it.” 

With that in mind, Lindvahl 
and several of his students have 
set out to interview as many 
veterans as possible. So far, 
they’ve talked to about 60, even 
though they know that there will 
be only five stories interwoven 
through the video. “We hope to 
do a book about the rest,” he 
says, “because the history’s 
important. The problem is that 
if you try to get more than about 
five in a video, it gets confusing 
quickly. 

“We’ve done some audio inter¬ 
views too, and it’s amazing what 
we’ve learned. We had people 
from right around here who 
were involved in the Pearl 
Harbor attack, in every major 
battle of the war, right through 
to Patton’s charge across France. 
We had people who were pris¬ 
oners of war, and people who 
were wounded.” 

Craig Lindvahl, seated, outlines his 
project with, from left, Ray me 
Walk, Matt Shanks and Karli 
Zerrusen. The project has just 
received a $ 10,000 grant from the 
Illinois Humanities Council. 

Lindvahl notes that some¬ 
thing worthwhile has come from 
the effort already, and that’s the 
fact that he — and his students 
— have learned much about the 
wartime generation. 

“Many of those we inter¬ 
viewed were very vivid in their 
description of life during the 
great depression, when a lot of 
people didn’t know where their 
next meal was coming from, and 
then into the war, when their 
very survived may have been at 
stake. We came to understand a 
little why they think the way 
they do, I think, and we hope to 
put some of that understanding 
into the video we produce.” 

We at NEC hope that the dis¬ 
play and its accompanying 
exhibits and activities will spark 
a better understanding of those 
years, too. Be sure to look for the 
exhibit when it’s near you. 

This is important 
in reporting outages 
OFFICE HOURS: 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Closed 
Saturdays, Sundays and 
holidays. Phone: (618) 
783-8765. 

Report all outages at once. 
Check your own breakers 
or fuses first. If you cannot 
locate the trouble in your 
own wiring, call our office 
first — (618) 783 8765. If no 
answer, dial 783-3221 

Please remember — When 
reporting an outage, have 
your line and account 
number ready. You will 
find it in the lower left- 
hand corner of your meter 
reading card. 
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Technology visionaries 
propose 

communications 'skyway' 
You’ve heard of the infor¬ 

mation superhighway. Now, 
computer visionary Bill Gates 
and telephone titan Craig 
McCaw have teamed up to 
create an information super 
“skyway.” 

They’ve each invested in 
Teledesic, a company that plans 
to spend $9 billion to launch 840 
refrigerator-sized satellites into 
space to create a global network 
that could link rural areas that 
might otherwise be left out of the 
digital revolution created by the 
fiber optics-based information 
highway. 

Planned for 2001, the system 
would form a digital, wireless 
network to transmit phone calls, 
interactive TV, computer data, 
and video anywhere on Earth. It 
sounds like the land-based infor¬ 
mation superhighway — but 
without wires. 

Its targets are remote cus¬ 
tomers, such as hospitals, 
schools and businesses re¬ 
quiring sophisticated data 
communications, said a com¬ 
pany spokesman. 

The system would use small 
satellite dish antennas to receive 
and send signals and would tie 
into the closest phone network 
available, he said. 

“We hope to play a small but 
significant role in bridging the 
gap between the information 
haves and have-nots,” Russell 
Daggatt, Teledesic’s president, 
said in a statement. 

Among its services would 
be instant fax capability from 
hospitals, teleconferencing 
between businesses, and in¬ 
teractive learning between city- 
based teachers and remote 

classrooms. 
Clients would use personal 

computers and a small converter 
box to connect to the satellite 
system. 

The satellites would float 435 
miles above Earth, low enough 
to make communications 
clearer and quicker than other 
satellites stationed 23,000 miles 
up. 

Each satellite would contain a 
switch that could receive and 
transmit phone calls, video and 
other data. 

On land, there would be relay 
stations to connect the satellites 

THE CUTTING EDGE 
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to regular phone or cable TV 
lines. 

Although Teledesic says its 
service will be affordable, a 
wireless phone call on a smaller- 
scale network proposed by 
Motorola is expected to cost $3 
a minute. Transmitting some¬ 
thing much more complicated, 
like a TV show, should cost 
much more. That could make 
the system too expensive to 
compete against land lines. 

Several satellite telecom¬ 
munications systems are under 
development including the 
Motorola project and a Hughes 
Aircraft small-dish system for 
video and entertainment services. 

Hughes launched a direct- 
broadcast satellite in December, 
and television service for its first 
customers began in April. Those 
customers use 18-inch satellite 
dishes to pick up satellite signals 
for TV channels. Programming 
can be purchased through many 
rural electric and telephone 
cooperatives that are members 
of the National Rural Telecom¬ 
munications Cooperative. 

Teledesic would not offer 
television programming or 
telephone service. It would 
sell use of its network to other 
companies that would service 
consumers. 

Some experts are skeptical 
about Teledesic’s chances for 
success. 

There has never been a satel¬ 
lite project proposed that is this 
extensive,” not even by the U.S. 
government, said Mike French, 
managing editor of Satellite 
Week, a Washington, D.C.-based 
trade publication. 

— Rural Electric News Service 
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From here to there 

The average Illinois electric cooperative has 
more than 1,000 miles of power line — a distance 
farther than from here to Mount Rushmore. That’s 
a lot of miles to take care of, replacing old line, 
clearing tree branches, putting up what nature 
tears down. And that’s why our employees both 
outside and in the office are dedicated to planning 
a system that reliably meets the ever-increasing 
demands of our members. Come to think of it, 
your electric system is a pretty solid monument, 
itself...to cooperation. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 
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NEC 
plays 
host 
to 
special 
guests 

The exchange students who toured NEC are pictured with Ernest C. 
Weber, manager, and Renee May, billing clerk. From left are Weber, 
Dorothea Schwemer of Germany, Merel Hillen of Holland, Nina Jobling 
of Norway, May, and Dan Lundstedt of Sweden. Merel lived with the 
May family during her stay here. 

Four special visitors took 
a tour of the Norris Electric 
Cooperative headquarters in 
May, and have since taken home 
a better understanding of elec¬ 
tricity in general and rural elec¬ 
tric systems in particular. They 
were exchange students living 
with area families, all of whom 
live on co-op lines. 

Merel Hillen, 18, of Holland, 
Nina Jobling, 18, of Norway, 
Dan Lundstedt, 17, of Sweden 
and Dorothea Schwemer, 17, of 
Germany all visited the co-op 
and went to lunch with Ernest C. 
Weber, manager, and Renee 
(Mrs. Dane) May, billing clerk at 
NEC. Merel stayed with the 
Mays at their rural Newton farm. 

The other three students 
stayed with families in the Yale 
area. Nina lived with the Mike 
Fisher family, Dan stayed with 
the Marvin Manges family and 
Dorothea was the guest of Linda 
Miller. 

Interestingly, if you watch the 
young people sitting around 
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a table, eating and chatting 
animatedly, you'd get the im¬ 
pression that they’re just ano¬ 
ther herd of teenagers. But if 
you look closely, you’ll notice 
slightly different mannerisms 
and a difference in the way they 
use their silverware. 

It’s surprising how well they 
speak English, having come to 
the U.S. just last summer. All 
took some English in school — 
as required — and someone in 
the group will have studied just 
about any western language 
you’d care to name. Nina, the 
Norwegian girl, has an advan¬ 
tage in that her father is from 
Great Britain. English comes 
easy to her, and the accent is 
right out of England. Merel has 
studied French and German, 
and Dan’s taken German, too. 
Dorothea has studied French 
and Russian, which, she says 
emphatically, is a lot tougher to 
learn than English. 

Merel, whose father works 
for Reader’s Digest in Holland, 
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notes that her mother is a 
housewife. She has two younger 
brothers. The family lives 
in Huizen, a town of 40,000 
about 20 minutes southeast of 
Amsterdam. 

Nina has a younger sister, and 
their father works for a company 
“That buys stuff for ships of the 
navy,” she says. They live in 
Kristiansand, a city of 70,000 on 
the southern tip of Norway. Her 
mother works in a day care 
center. 

Dan notes that he has a 
brother and sister, both younger, 
and that his father is a produc¬ 
tion manager. His mother is a 
home economics teacher for 
adults. The Lundstedt family 
lives in Ljungskile, a town of 
4,500, on the southwest tip of 
Sweden. 

Dorothea — the name means 
“A gift from God,” she says, 
lives in Heppenheim, a town of 
34,000, where her father’s a 
Protestant minister. Her mother, 
trained as a pediatric nurse. 



now works as a nurse for older 
people. Dorothea has two sisters, 
one of them a twin. 

When families take in ex¬ 
change students, they’re en¬ 
couraged to “show them 
around,” and the host families in 
this case did. Merel went to the 
State Fair and also went to a ball 
game. Nina went to Chicago and 
saw a Bulls game, and all of 
them went to the Covered Bridge 
Festival in Southern Indiana, 
and to tour the historic sites 
of Springfield. Dan got to go 
to Texas, Iowa, Michigan 
and Wisconsin. Dorothea also 
went to St. Louis for a band 
competition. 

While it seems surprising to 
us, the four expressed astonish¬ 
ment at how cheap and plentiful 
things are here. “A pizza would 
cost $25 in Norway,” Nina says, 
and Merel notes that gas costs 
about four times as much as it 
does here. 

“In Sweden,” Dan says, “it 
costs about $1,500-$1,600 to get 
a driver’s license. There’s no 
driver’s ed in school, and you 
have to buy an instruction 
package that’s made up of 40 
lessons.” 

“Cars are expensive too,” 
Dorothea says. “If a young per¬ 
son wants to get a car, they’ll get 
one that’s maybe 10 years old. 
Most of them are stick shift. I 
haven’t even thought of owning 
one.” 

While cars are hard to come 
by, public transportation, al¬ 
most a joke here, is far better 
there. Discussing the possibility 
of visiting each other, they talk 
about trains, planes and boats as 
a means of getting around, not 
to mention taxis, which are 
okay for short distances, but 
expensive. 

All admitted that the American 
Midwest held many surprises for 
them. “I’d never been on a pig 
farm before,” Merel says with a 
sheepish laugh. The others add 
that feasting their peepers on 
porkers’ palaces was a new treat 
for them, too. 

“I like knowing what it’s like 

to live on a farm for a change,” 
says Dan, “and I even got to ride 
in a combine. That was a new 
experience for me, and I really 
enjoyed it.” 

“I haven’t ridden one yet,” 
Nina adds, “but I will before I go 
back.” 

Even though farms are dif¬ 
ferent in Europe, Dorothea notes 
that her family still gets milk 
from the farm, with cream on 
top. “We do too,” Dan says, 
“and our milk is really good.” 

The variety of foods came as a 
surprise, too, they say. “In one 
of our supermarkets,” Merel 
says, “there might be two 
brands of cereal. Here, there are 
many!” 

The girls add that the daily 
breakfast here is more like 
Sunday breakfast at home, with 
eggs, bacon, ham or sausage, 
pancakes, potatoes, juice and so 
on. “Normally,” they say, “we 
just have bread for breakfast 
and lunch, and a real meal for 
dinner.” Merel laughs, with big 
eyes. “I thought, ‘A whole bowl 
of cereal, just for me’! I was 
surprised, but I ate it all. Before 
I came here, I didn’t know what 
they meant when they talked 
about breakfast cereal.” 

Dan remarks that Swedish 
breakfasts are more like the 
American ones. 

At any rate, the students 
; admit that they had to make 
some adjustments to American 
life, many of them having to deal 
with homesickness and getting 

acquainted. “It was hard making 
friends,” Merel says, “because 
everyone else had gone to school 
together all their lives and knew 
each other. They all had their lit¬ 
tle groups, and it’s hard to get 
through. 

“And,” she continues, “kids 
thought we’d be really different. 
They seemed to have trouble 
realizing that we’re just ordinary 
people, too. But as time went by, 
things worked out okay.” 

It helped a little, they say, that 
they were able to play in the 
band and in school athletics, 
which were new to them, too. “If 
you want to get involved in 
sports,” they said, “you have to 
join a sports club.” Dorothea 
and Merel were getting. ready 
to go to a track meet the day 
they visited NEC, and had one 
scheduled for the next day at 
Tuscola. Both run in 800-meter 
races and the two-mile relay, 
and Merel runs the mile. Dan’s 
active in all kinds of sports, 
and Nina — who’s also quite an 
artist — is good at soccer and 
badminton. 

Even with the problems, 
the kids say they’d do it all 
over again, if they had the 
opportunity. “Dd recommend 
it to anyone — everyone” Dan 
says, then qualifies his remark. 
“I’d recommend it to any¬ 
one who can handle the 
homesickness, and who has the 
maturity. It’s been a great ex¬ 
perience for me.” 

Nina Jobling works on a drawing. 
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Electric cooperatives 
volunteer to cut pollution 

In Grand Forks, N.D., local chefs watched as 
a high-powered, energy-efficient electric oven 
cooked a steak in just a few seconds. The demon¬ 
stration was sponsored by Minnkota Power 
Cooperative. 

In Illinois, electric cooperatives heavily promote 
the installation and use of energy-efficient geo¬ 
thermal heat pumps. 

Electric cooperatives in North Carolina have 
helped build six manufactured homes that have 
energy-efficient heating, cooling and water heater 
equipment. 

Throughout the West, rural electric coopera¬ 
tives are bringing solar power to their most rural 
consumers, whose homes are out of reach of 
traditional overhead lines. 

Like their rural consumers, rural electric 
cooperatives are taking steps to protect the 
environment as they generate and distribute 
electricity. 

As part of that effort, the National Rural Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association (NRECA) has signed 
an agreement with the U.S. Department of Energy 
that says the cooperatives will voluntarily cut 
emissions of the carbon gases that have been 
blamed for the Earth’s warming. 

NRECA, which represents 1,000 consumer- 
owned rural electric cooperatives in Washington, 
D.C., joined four other utility groups in signing 
the agreement on Earth Day. The others are 
the Edison Electric Institute, the American Public 
Power Association, the Large Public Power 
Council and the Tennessee Valley Authority. 

Under the Global Climate Challenge Agreement, 
the utilities will voluntarily undertake a series 
pollution-reduction strategies in an effort to 
reduce U.S. greenhouse gas emissions to their 
1990 levels by the year 2000. 

The strategies include: 
• Developing new, highly efficient electric 

technologies for commercial use. The 
FlashBake Oven demonstrated by the North 
Dakota co-op, for instance, uses 85 per¬ 
cent less energy than a conventional gas 
oven. 

• Investing in tree-planting programs. Trees 
consume carbon dioxide, the major green¬ 
house gas, and help cut air conditioning use 
by shading buildings from the hot summer 
sun. 

• Promoting pollution-free electric vehicles. 
• Helping foreign utilities and governments 

reduce their emissions of greenhouse gases. 
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• Marketing geothermal heat pumps, which, 
through buried tubing, transfers Earth’s heat 
into cold homes in the winter and pushes hot 
air back outside in summertime. 

In other efforts, rural electric cooperatives have 
worked for several years to promote efficient elec¬ 
tric technologies — such as new, cordless electric 
lawn mowers — to their consumers. 

“One of the most effective ways to reduce 
emissions is to encourage the use of modern 
‘electrotechnologies,’ ’’ says Robert Bryant, 
general manager of Golden Spread Electric 
Cooperative in Amarillo, Tex., and chairman of 
NRECA’s Global Climate Task Force. 

Those technologies use less energy and create 
less pollution than the traditional gas- or oil-fired 
alternative, even when the emissions from the 
power plants that fuel them are considered. 

“Electric cooperatives are reflecting the same 
concerns as their consumers,” says John Neal, 
NRECA’s administrator of energy research and 
development. “That is, they’re doing their part for 
the environment.” 

Neal said voluntary efforts could make it less 
necessary for the federal government to require 
utilities to participate in emissions-reduction 
programs. 

The Global Climate Challenge is a response to 
President Clinton’s Climate Change Action Plan, 
which aims to lower emissions to their 1990 
levels. 

— Rural Electric News Service. 



Light sleeper 

T 

hat leads to a 

good night's sleep? A big 

pillow, warm milk, a long book... 

Most important is the feeling 

of security. Today's homeowner 

can find comfort in a dusk-to- 

+ dawn electric security light. ^ 

Ask your electric cooperative 

about installing one. 

costs just pennies a 

day. And, a strong 

light shining over your property 

during the dark hours has been known to lead to hours 

' of carefree, pleasant dreams. A big pillow doesn't hurt, 

either. -f 
( —y<~- 

T ' 
Electricity. A source of comfort. 

+ 
-h 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Getting the job done ... TOGETHER 
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At left, Tim and Tiffany at the en¬ 
trance to their petting zoo. A long¬ 
time 4-H participant, Tiff has won 
several ribbons and trophies with 
her animals. Above, Tiffany pre¬ 
pares formula for the littler ani¬ 
mals. While bottle feeding is 
sometimes required for survival, 
it also makes them more tame. 

New petting zoo in operation near Dexter 
There’s a place near 

Effingham where people who 
enjoy cute animals can be in hog 
heaven, so to speak. Tim 
O’Donnell, who operates a 
beauty shop in Effingham, has 
opened a petting zoo at the old 
Taylor farm about six miles west 
of Effingham on Route 40. 

The Dexter Corner Petting 
Zoo opened May 28, and will be 
open through the Labor Day 
weekend. The place is a beehive 
of activity when people are wan¬ 
dering around, and there’s 
plenty of activity behind the 
scenes, too. Tim’s daughter. Tif¬ 
fany, does much of the work of 
feeding and caring for the ani¬ 
mals when Tim’s at work. 

A dedicated animal lover, she 
has shown animals at area fairs 
and has done well. A corner of 
one shed is full of the ribbons 
and trophies she’s brought home 
over the years. She is a member 
of the Summit Seekers 4-H 

chapter, which gets its name 
from the Summit Township. 

Tim remarks that he’d ad¬ 
mired the farmstead for a long 
time before being able to move 
there. “It was always an attrac¬ 
tive place,” he says, “and when I 
was a kid we lived in Effingham. 
We’d go to Altamont fairly often 
and we’d drive by every time. I’d 
say, T just love that place— 
someday I’m going to live there’. 
When the Taylors died and the 
farm came on the market, I 
bought it.” 

After building onto the house 
and adding a garage and stor¬ 
age shed, the O’Donnells cleaned 
the place up considerably. Then, 
since they had a nice farmstead 
chock full of cute lil’ critters, it 
seemed like a good idea to share 
the fun with others. They put up 
a few signs and sprinkled some 
animal cutouts around, and 
were ready to go. 

They have a good variety of 

animals, most of them pigmy or 
miniatures. There are pigmy 
goats and lambs, which Tiffany 
bottle feeds. “We had a mother 
goat with three kids,” Tim says, 
“and Tiff bottle fed one of them 
because the mother didn’t have 
enough milk. For the most part, 
though, we bottle feed them be¬ 
cause it makes them more 
tame.” 

There are mini cattle and 
bantam chickens, in addition to 
the sheep and goats, and a mini 
donkey is popular. And there are 
tiny pigs. Tim has registered Jer¬ 
sey cows, a mini Angus, and 
some Dexter cattle, too. 

Dolly, a quarter horse, and 
Harriet, a Scottish Highlander 
cow, make up most of the full- 
sized flock on the place, and 
pretty well round out the hooved 
animal picture. Tim notes that 
Harriet’s the star attraction on 
the place. She’s shaggy, has 
enormous horns, and barely vis- 
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Bierman wins in FFA 
electrical competition 
Kurt Bierman of rural Newton has been recognized 
by the Illinois Farm Electrification Council (IFEC) 
for excelling in agricultural electrification. Kurt, 

~who competed against others in his FFA section, 
went on to district competition, where he com¬ 
peted for the State title. He received a certificate 
from the IFEC at the State FFA Convention on June 
15. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Terry Bierman, 
and has helped his father for some time in his 
electrical wiring business. We congratulate Kurt 
for a job well done. 
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ible eyes, “but kids love her,” he 
says. He adds that the Highland¬ 
ers are popular in Scotland be¬ 
cause they can eat rougher food 
than other breeds, and that the 
“bangs” over their eyes help pre¬ 
vent insect infestation thus 
avoiding eye diseases of one kind 

or another. 
There are Mandarin ducks, 

wood ducks and chocolate and 
pastel Call ducks, as well as a 
gaggle of geese. Of course, there 
are dogs, cats and rabbits. 

For those who like to feed the 
animals, there are ice cream 

cones full of animal feed that 
cost a quarter. A sign gently sug¬ 
gests a $ 1 donation, to help de¬ 
fray the costs of keeping such a 
menagerie up and running. 

Hours are 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Mondays and Saturdays, and 1 
p.m. - 5 p.m. Sundays. 

Clockwise from above, Tim with Harriet, the Scottish Highlander cow 
that’s the zoo’s star attraction; he notes that such cows can live on 
poorer fodder than some, and that the bangs over the eyes help pre¬ 
vent eye problems. Tiffany bottle feeds a lamb; along with some rab¬ 
bits and pigmy goats, the lambs are some of the more popular 
animals. When it’s time to eat, these little shavers get serious quickly. 



Lifestyle 
makes 
a difference 

You may not have given it much thought, but 
you have complete control over how you use your 
electricity. You choose the ingredients that are 
necessary for you to maintain your standard of 
living. 

The way you live and the way you use your elec¬ 
trical appliances have a greater impact on your 
consumption of electricity than the number of 
appliances you have. 

We in Illinois enjoy relatively good lifestyles, and 
we tend to use more energy than the national 
average. This applies to all forms of energy, not 
just electricity. 

Let’s take a look at some of these “lifestyle 
considerations” that can make your electric bill 
appear to be higher than “normal.” 

Family size 

Let’s face it, there is a direct relationship 
between the number of people living at home and 
the amount of energy that is used. That’s es¬ 
pecially true if you have teenagers at home. In 
addition, if friends and relatives are visiting, 
you can expect to use more energy for cooking, 
baking, laundry and hot water. 

Space heating and cooling 

From a comfort standpoint, most of us prefer to 
be relatively cool in summer and warm in winter. 

Others prefer temperature extremes. In Illinois, 
humidity plays an important part in our year- 
round comfort, too. If we operate dehumidifiers 

in summer (and to lesser degree, humidifiers, 
in winter), this contributes to our household 
energy consumption because they tend to 
run continuously. Portable space heaters, air 
conditioners, and fans in such places as the garage 
and basement also contribute to our energy 
consumption. 

By taking a look at our “comfort” lifestyle 
in terms of maintaining relative humidity and 
temperature, we can use energy wisely in many 
ways. These range from adding insulation, 
weatherstripping and caulking to simply turning 
down the heat and turning off the air conditioning 
in a room not being used. 

Water heating 

About 15 percent of the energy used in the 
average American home is for water heating. Hot 
water plays a very important role in everyone’s 
lifestyle — but many lifestyles require substantial 
quantities of hot water, and that results in higher 
energy use. 

Ask yourself some of the following questions: 
“When I take a bath, do I use hot water 

sparingly, or is the tub completely full of water?” 
“Do I take short showers, or do I stay in the 

shower until the hot water gets cold?” 
“Do I repair leaky faucets, or simply let them 

drip and waste hot water?” 
“Do I operate automatic washers and dish¬ 

washers with a full load, or just whenever it’s 
convenient? (Like with a pair of jeans or just a few 
dishes)?” 

Appliance use 

We have a host of time- and labor-saving 
appliances available to help us do our work 
whenever we need their service. Your appliances 
work for you around the clock, whenever you 
choose to use them. Wise use of appliances can 
have a positive effect on your energy consumption. 

For example, ask yourself questions like these: 

“Do I turn off lights when a room is not in use, 
or do I leave them on?” “Does my television set 
entertain the entire family, or does it entertain an 
empty room?” 

“Do I leave the oven on ‘warm’ for an extended 
period of time, or do I cook many dishes at once 
and then turn the oven off?” 

These are prime considerations that affect the 
amount of electricity you use to maintain your 
lifestyle. All Americans are part of the residential 
sector, and spirited energy management con¬ 
sciousness is likely to start at home. 

The effects of a home and farm energy manage¬ 
ment program can pay big dividends! 
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Sweat forms on 

the furrowed brow of Em 

peror Heliogabalus as he paces 

the palace floor. He demands re¬ 

lief from the oppressive heat. 

No problem. An order goes 

out. A thousand servants are sent into the mountains. 

They haul down great quantities of snow to the palace. 

Only then can the emperor enjoy the pleasure of his gar¬ 

den as the snow melts, evaporates and cools the air around 

him. 

You don’t need a thousand servants when one will 

do...thc geothermal heating and cooling system. The year 

‘round, it lets the constant temperature of the soil keep 

your home comfortable — and it’s four times more effi¬ 

cient than a fossil-fuel system. Your electric cooperative 

can help you GO GEOTHERMAL as you plan your new 

home or replace your old heating and cooling system. 

Don’t let an era go by before you take action. Call now. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Getting the job done . . . TOGETHER 
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Is this 
stuff 

junk? 
Talk about recycling! Joe 

Bergbower of rural Newton has a 
recycling program that just won’t 
quit. 

When we think of recycling, 
we often think of taking our used 
motor oil into town in milk jugs, 
or taking aluminum cans to a 
scrap metal place. “Parting out” 
cars, tractors, or other farm 
equipment can be thought of as 
a form of recycling, too. 

That’s not what Joe does. 
He takes bits and pieces from 

old cars and farm equipment and 
turns them into works of art, 
using cutting and welding equip¬ 
ment. “My wife, Jo Ann, helps by 
doing a lot of the painting,” he 
says, “and a granddaughter, 

Kelly Harvey, Helps, too. I have 
three friends who go to farm sales 
and that sort of thing, and they 
buy stuff for me. I never throw 
anything away, either.” 

At any rate, Joe takes a few 
pieces of what a lot of people 
might call junk, and an idea that 
has fermented in his mind for a 
while, and whips up a whimsical 
work of art. 

“I never write anything, or 
draw plans,” he says, “because I 
want the things I make to be 
spontaneous and unique. I have 
to get right on ‘em, before they 
slip my mind.” 

With that in mind, he may 
take a brake shoe, a couple of 
gears, a bit of chain and maybe 

a couple of springs, and come up 
with an off-the-wall creation 
that’ll tickle just about anybody’s 
fancy. 

With the addition of an expe¬ 
dient head on one end and some 
homemade “rattles” on the other, 
an old coil spring may wind up 
as a menacing-looking snake. An 
old roller bearing, with a spike on 
one end and a couple of bits and 
pieces on the other, becomes a 
roller bird. A railroad spike or 
two, with some embellishment, 
may become a tractor. Bolts, 
nuts, washers and screws be¬ 
come beaks, claws, eyes, ears 
and the like. 

“I don’t like to cut or shape 
any more than I can help,” he 

16b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/September 1994 



Clockwise from left: Miscellaneous bits of gears and £ 
pulleys become works of art in Joe’s shop. A herd 
of roller birds gather on a workshop table. While 
these tractors are made mostly of bolts, many are 
made from railroad spikes. All are unique. 

says, “because I like to use 
shapes that’ll work naturally into 
the design. I like it when things 
just fall into place in a piece," he 
says. 

He’s particularly fond of corn 
picker rollers, which make good 
cats, and hinges for dog ears. 
Springs make good dog and cat 
tails, and add interest because 
they move constantly in the wind. 

“I’ve got a pair of pieces I’m 
fond of,” Joe says, “and they’re a 
roadrunner and a coyote. There 
are enough springs and pieces of 
sheet metal in them that they’ll 
move almost constantly in even 
the slightest breeze.” 

While junk sculpture is be¬ 
ginning to be recognized now as 
an art form, Joe’s been at it since 
it was a form of tinkering and not 
much more. 

“I got started about 20 years 
ago,” he relates, “and at first I just 
kind of stuck to small things. 
Now I’ll do a good-sized piece at 
the drop of a hat. It’s kind of 
therapeutic in a way, and any¬ 
time I get to feeling a little de¬ 
pressed, I come out and start 
working on stuff, and I get to feel¬ 
ing better right away.” 

While it’s therapy for him, it 
provides others with enjoyment, 
too. He sells a lot of his work at 
arts and crafts festivals, and has 
started selling through the 
Southern Illinois Artisans’ Craft 
Shop near Rend Lake. Each piece 
comes with its own tag, telling its 
name and giving a brief family 
history. One, for example, says, 
“Hi! My name is Zap. I was 
hatched May 17, 1994.1 have one 
brother and no sisters. I am the 

offspring of old farm equipment 
and will give you many years of 
enjoyment. As I grow older, I will 
get more valuable, for I am 
unique.” 

Joe delights in telling of the 
meeting he went to not long ago, 
where there was a movement 
afoot to “clean up” Jasper 
County. “I went in,” he says, “and 
I took two big suitcases with me. 
They weighed about a hundred 
pounds apiece, and one was filled 
with just the parts I use to make 
my stuff. The other was filled with 
finished pieces. 

“I opened them both at the 
meeting and asked the people 
there to tell me it was an eyesore. 
They pretty well agreed that it 
was art and not junk. I think 
that’s a step in the right direc¬ 
tion.” 
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Control 
your 

refrigerator's 

Did you know that refriger¬ 
ators are the fourth largest 
energy consumers of all home 
appliances, exceeded only by air 
conditioners, electric heating 
systems, and water heaters? 
Depending on size, age and 
features, a household refrigera¬ 
tor can use between $200 and 
$400 worth of electricity each 
year. All of the refrigerators in 
America collectively consume 
the same amount of energy as 
25 large power plants produce. 

Ideally, you’ll save the most 
energy by purchasing a new, 
more energy-efficient refrigera¬ 
tor to replace your current 
energy eater. But that can be 
costly. 

If your refrigerator is operating 
properly and isn’t too old, 
adopting low-cost alternatives to 
increase its efficiency may be 
more suitable to your personal 
finances. The following main¬ 
tenance suggestions are just 
a few of the ways you can 
trim your refrigerator’s energy 
appetite. 

• Clean condenser coils: All 
that dirt and dust that collects 
on your refrigerator’s condenser 
coils (usually located on the back 
of the refrigerator) makes it labor 
harder to keep the contents cold. 
Cleaning the coils at least once 
a year could improve your 
refrigerator’s efficiency by up to 
30 percent. To clean the coils. 

appetite 
first unplug the refrigerator as a 
safety precaution. Then, simply 
brush off or vacuum the coils. 
When moving the refrigerator 
back into place, remember to 
leave enough space behind and 
around it so that air can freely 
circulate around the condenser 
coils. 

• Check door seals: The door 
seals or gaskets on your re¬ 
frigerator and freezer can de¬ 
teriorate over time and thus 
decrease the performance of 
your refrigerator. A simple way 
to test the seals is to close the 
door over a dollar bill. If the bill 
slides out easily, the seals are 
probably defective and may 
need to be replaced. Call your 
repairman or the dealer you pur¬ 
chased the refrigerator from for 
replacement, but remember new 
seals aren’t cheap. 

• Check the temperature: 
Ideally, your refrigerator should 
be maintaining a temperature of 
about 38 degrees F to 40 degrees 
F; the freezer should be between 
0 degrees F and 10 degrees F. To 
check the temperature of your 
refrigerator, place a refrigerator 
thermometer (available at most 
hardware and kitchen supply 
stores) in the center of the unit 
(do not have it touch any food) 
and leave it for about 15 minutes. 
If necessary, adjust the tem¬ 
perature by turning the ther¬ 
mostat dial. Changing the 

dial by one number can make 
a 10 degree F difference in 
temperature. 

• Defrost the freezer: If 
you own a manual defrost 
refrigerator/freezer, you should 
defrost it regularly. The ice 
build-up makes the compressor 
work harder to maintain cold 
temperatures and thus draws 
more energy. Do not let ice build 
up thicker than one-quarter 
inch. Remember to unplug the 
refrigerator before you start 
defrosting. 

• Check the power-saver 
switch: Many new model re¬ 
frigerators have the capability 
to prevent moisture from con¬ 
densing on the outside of the 
refrigerator during humid 
weather. They do this by sup¬ 
plying heat to areas around th,e 
freezer door where moisture 
is most likely to collect. This 
option is usually activated by a 
switch inside the refrigerator. 
With the switch off, your re¬ 
frigerator will not have to draw 
the extra power needed to sup¬ 
ply this heat. 

• Check the condensation 
drain: Condensation drains are 
usually found on no-frost or 
self-defrosting refrigerators. A 
clogged drain causes ice to build 
up on the coils and make your 
refrigerator work harder. Check 
the drain regularly and free it of 
any obstructions. 
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they’re called. Most of us 

spend much of our lives ac- ^ cumulating them. A lounge 

chair, a great stereo, a soft shag carpet beneath your feet. 

What about atmosphere? The actual “feel” of your home. 

Steady warmth in the winter and constant cooling in the summer. 

No hot or cold spots as you go from room to room. 

Wisely, families are turning to electric heating and cooling when 

they build their new homes. It means efficient comfort all four sea¬ 

sons, and it’s clean and safe. Your electric cooperative 

has special rates that make these ad¬ 

vantages low-cost for you. 

L Jounge chairs will come and go, 

but your home energy source will be 

around a long time. Choose right 

BEFORE you build. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Electricity. A source of comfort. 
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Mrs. Duffy with one of her 15 school paintings. 

Hunt 
City’s 
civic 
booster 

Cleda Duffy is a woman with 
a mission: She hopes to pass on 
to succeeding generations the 
history of the one-room school- 
house. The Hunt City native at¬ 
tended one, and her father 
taught for several years in one. 
Her mother, Fern Biggs, taught 
for two years and was a substi¬ 
tute teacher for many more. 

Cleda, always a history buff, 
got the idea of trying to give later 
generations the feel of the old 
schools when she and her daugh¬ 
ter were discussing “the old 
days,” and a granddaughter 
chimed in with questions. “She 
asked all kinds of things,” Cleda 
says, “but mostly her questions 
centered around how on earth 
it’d be possible for kids of all dif¬ 
ferent ages to sit in the same 
room and still learn anything. I 
assured her that it was possible, 
and that I’d done it myself. A lot 
of people learned a lot.” 

In addition to putting to¬ 
gether a narrative of how things 
were, she also hopes to paint a 
picture of each one-room school 

in her area. And she hopes also 
to do some paintings of Hunt City 
when it really was a city—or at 
least a good-sized town. 

“There was a railroad 
through here,” she says, “and 
there was a train station, two 

The Mt. Olive School 

banks, a hotel, a community cen¬ 
ter and several other buildings. 
My mother remembers when 
Burl Ives, the singer and actor, 
went to school here. The house 
he lived in still stands.” 

Her schoolhouse memories 

cover the 1920s into the 1940s, 
and deals with rural areas. Big¬ 
ger towns and cities often had 
bigger, more sophisticated 
schools. And she recalls when 
Norris Electric Cooperative 
showed up—in 1939—and the 
schools and homes got electric¬ 
ity. “Before that,” she says, “we 
used lamps, lanterns and 
candles. A fortunate few had gen¬ 
erators.” 

When winter came and 
school was in session, big cast- 
iron potbellied stoves provided 
warmth. They were fueled with 
either coal or wood, and nearby 
children sweated, while those 
farther away shivered. It was 
common for youngsters to wear 
several layers of clothing, even in¬ 
side. 

There were two outhouses 
behind the school. One for girls, 
one for boys. During the winter, 
the walks were shoveled off as 
much as possible. 

But the snow provided enter¬ 
tainment, too. “We’d build little 
forts and make up a bunch of 
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vO 
snowballs,” she says, “and we’d 
have some really fun snowball 
fights. At lunch everybody ate 
fast, so we could go out and play. 
In addition to snowball fights, 
we’d skate and make snow an¬ 
gels.” 

While we take hot and cold 
running water for granted now, 
schools then got their water from 
a hand-dug well with a brick lin¬ 
ing, and water was pumped by 
hand and hauled into the school, 
where everyone used the same 
dipper. “Sometimes the pump 
had to be primed before we could 
get water from it,” Cleda says, 
“but we always enjoyed the 
chore.” 

Much of the work was done 
on a big black chalkboard in front 
of the room. “The teacher would 
call on a student to do a lesson 
on the chalkboard right there in 
front of everyone, and it was re¬ 
ally embarrassing to make a mis¬ 
take.” 

Favored students were cho¬ 
sen to take the erasers outside 
after school and beat them to¬ 
gether until the chalk dust was 
gone, and someone else took out 
the ashes from the stove and re¬ 
filled the coal bucket from the 
nearby fuel shed. Much of the 
work was done by the older stu¬ 
dents, although the teacher did 
some. 

“There was always home¬ 
work,” she remembers, “and it 
had to be finished. There were no 
excuses. There were many ‘cor¬ 
rections,’ in the form of corporal 
punishment, and nobody called 
them child abuse. You always 
tried to be good, because if your 
parents found out that you’d 
needed correction in school, it 
was very likely that you’d get an 
even bigger dose at home.” 

Teachers, she says, were a 
special breed, and had to per¬ 
form many tasks that are virtu¬ 
ally unheard of today, or are per¬ 
formed by specialists. He or she 
had to serve as a referee and 
nurse, and had to wipe away 
tears, stop fights, and serve as a 
janitor. Occasionally the teacher 

would share a bite of lunch with 
a child who didn’t have any. 

“No matter what time of year 
it was,” she recalls fondly, “lunch 
time was loads of fun. In addi¬ 
tion to the winter fun in the snow, 
during other seasons we’d play 

The Onion Prairie School 

ball games, have a game of ‘kick 
the can,’ or maybe hide and seek 
or tag. Girls might get together 
to talk about boys and giggle. 
Even though there was no radio 
or TV, we were never bored, 
partly because there was always 
plenty of work.” 

In addition to serving as a 
place of education, the school- 
house was the site of many com- 

The old Gulf, Mobile & Ohio depot 
at Hunt City 

munity social activities. The box 
supper was a common form of 
entertainment. Girls and women 
each decorated boxes “real 
fancy,” and they’d put in the best 
food they could prepare. 

“An auctioneer would auc¬ 
tion them to the men and boys, 
who were not supposed to know 

who’d made the box. Then the 
man who’d bought the box had 
dinner with the woman who’d 
prepared it,” she says. “It was lots 
of fun, and raised money that 
was needed for the schoolhouse, 
or maybe for books. Pie suppers 
were done much the same way.” 

Ice cream socials were popu¬ 
lar, and were best in mid-winter, 
Cleda notes. “Men would go to 
ponds for chunks of ice, and 
women made the cream, with 
real cream. Men and boys turned 
the crank, and before long every¬ 
one would be enjoying ice cream 
and cookies or cake.” 

The schoolhouse was the site 
of many an evening of entertain¬ 
ment, which was provided by the 
students. There were plays and 
recitations, and everything had 
to be memorized. 

It seems that some things 
never change. As the week 
wound down and Friday arrived, 
it was welcomed with every bit as 
much enthusiasm as it is now. 
“There seemed to be a slowing 
down,” Cleda says, “and it was 
sometimes a fun day. There were 
spelling bees, or maybe a geog¬ 
raphy contest. Sometimes there 
would be ciphering (math) con¬ 
tests, or poems recited from 
memory. Even though these 
times seemed a little more re¬ 
laxed, they still reflected on your 
grade card.” 

Halloween was observed with 
a vengeance, she notes, with 
“more tricks than treats.” It oc¬ 
casionally happened that an out¬ 
house or two got tipped over, and 
a buggy or wagon might find its 
way onto the roof of the school. 

“Christmas was the big one,” 
Cleda says, “with lots of plays, 
poems and recitations. At the 
end, Santa arrived with a big bag 
of gifts. The teacher gave out or¬ 
anges, apples and candy.” 

When all the school work was 
done, she adds, kids went 
home—to do their homework, to 
feed the livestock and do their 
chores around home. “There was 
lots to do,” she says, “and it’s no 
wonder we weren’t bored.” 
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Power outages can 
frustrate personal 

computer users 
If you own a personal com¬ 

puter, you have probably experi¬ 
enced the frustration of having 
your power supply suddenly 
flicker or go off completely with a 
resulting loss of data. 

Rapid changes in the amount 
of electricity going into your com¬ 
puter can result in damaged cir¬ 
cuitry, loss of important data and 
plenty of aggravation. 

What can you do to protect 
your computer equipment from 
power fluctuations and outages? 

There is equipment available 
for home (or office) use that is de¬ 
signed to eliminate or filter out 
surges of electricity or provide a 
back-up supply of power should 
your power go off. 

Protector or suppressor de¬ 

vices provide protection from 
brief but intense voltage in¬ 
creases (often called spikes or 
surges). It’s this type of equip¬ 
ment that may save your 
computer’s life should a lightning 
bolt hit nearby and enter your 
home’s wiring system. 

According to a computer 

sales/service/applications com¬ 
pany, a surge protector’s “re¬ 
sponse time” to incoming power 
surges is a critical factor to con¬ 
sider when choosing a unit. The 
faster the response time, the bet¬ 
ter the unit is at preventing the 
power surge from entering your 
computer and causing damage. 
Also consider the amount of 
power the unit can dissipate 
when a surge occurs. Cheaper 

units that can’t handle higher 
surge levels may not provide the 
protection you need. Some qual¬ 
ity units can handle as much as 
2,000 amps for one millisecond. 
Surge protectors can vary in 
price from $40 to over $120. 

But it’s the loss of data, not 
equipment damage, that most 
often causes concern among 
computer operators. 

If you can’t shut down your 
home computer during periods 
when power interruptions are 
likely (such as during intense 
lightning storms), then an 
Uninterruptible Power Supply 
(UPS) system may be for you. A 
UPS system operates with a bat¬ 
tery backup that supplies instant 
power to your computer should 
the outside voltage suddenly 
drop. Because the backup sys¬ 
tem takes over quickly, your 
computer doesn’t notice. The 
batteries normally supply 
enough power to continue oper¬ 
ating 15 to 20 minutes, but each 
system’s reserve time will vary. 
Battery backup systems can cost 
$400 to $2,000. 

Some additional thoughts. If 
the expense of a battery backup 
system is too much for your bud¬ 
get, consider copying your data 
frequently. Then, if the power 
does go off you lose only that por¬ 
tion of your data which has not 
been copied. If the data you’re 
putting into your home computer 
is extremely important, make 
copies of it on a separate disk and 
place it in a proper storage facil¬ 
ity. 

If you’re thinking about pur¬ 
chasing a surge protector or bat¬ 
tery backup system for your 
home computer, make sure the 
equipment you choose meets the 
precise needs of your computer. 

If power surges and outages 
concern you, surge protectors 
and battery backup systems may 
be just the thing your computer 
needs for important protection. 
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It’s closer than you realize. 

Not too far away from where you live, maybe just down the 

street or around the corner, somebody is saving money and 

you're not. They are taking advantage of something that you 

could take advantage of, too. If you have a front yard or back 

yard, you can lower the cost of heating and cooling your 

home. You can also get free or very inexpensive hot water. 

The Geothermal Heating and Cooling System uses the con¬ 

stant warmth within the soil to move heat in or out of your 

home, depending on the season. Somebody near you has 

one, and they are enjoying the comfort, safety and savings. 

Fortunately, there is somebody else near you who can help 

you bring all of geothermal’s benefits to YOUR home. You’ll 

find their name just down the road. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Getting the job done ... TOGETHER 
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Vic Lidy - 55 years of service 
It’s been some 55 years, and 

Vic Lidy is still wondering what 
happened. A Wheeler-area dairy 
farmer, Vic was deeply involved 
in getting electricity near his 
home, and helped stake some of 
Norris Electric Cooperative’s 
lines in his area. He also went 
from neighbor to neighbor, urg¬ 
ing them to sign up for electric¬ 
ity. At that time, the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration was an 
unknown newcomer of a govern¬ 
ment agency, and many thought 
electricity for rural areas was a 
pipe dream. 

“But we got the job done,” Vic 
says, “and it made life a lot bet¬ 
ter for rural people, and it made 
farming more productive, too. 
Back then. I’d milk two to four 
cows, by hand. Now, we milk 
about 100. There’s a world of dif¬ 
ference there.” 

As time went by and electric¬ 
ity became commonplace, many 
forgot the inconveniences that 
had been a part of rural living, 
and settled in. Then came the 
water shortage. 

Just a few years ago, 
Dieterich-area residents were 
looking for a way to get some eco¬ 
nomic development activity off 
the ground, and a speaker from 
Effingham threw cold water on 
their hopes. When told that many 
farmers were hauling water for 
their livestock and that some 
families were even hauling do¬ 
mestic water, he told them flat 
out that they could forget any 
further efforts at economic devel¬ 
opment until they could get a 
working water infrastructure in 
place. 

So a group of local people got 
together and set out to build a 
water system. 

Again, Vic was left wonder¬ 
ing what happened. “I’m still try¬ 

ing to figure out how I got in¬ 
volved in this thing at all,” he 
says with an amused chuckle. 

What happened was the 
same thing that happened 55 
years ago, and what always hap¬ 
pens when a need crops up: 

Vic Lidy helped get Norris Electric 
Cooperative going, and also 
worked with E-J Water. 

Many people saw the need. Some 
backed away, some stood rooted 
in place, and a few stepped for¬ 
ward and said, “Let’s get busy.” 
Vic was one of them. 

“I was in the Ruritan,” he 
says, “and they were the ones 
who were working at it, and 
Delbert Mundt, who’s president 
of the NEC board, was hard at it 
too. There were several of us who 
set out to get the operation up 
and going. When the dust had 
settled, I wound up being trea¬ 
surer of the organization, and Del 
was president. We were pleased 
at how well the project went to¬ 
gether, and we’ve got a third 
phase already in the planning 
stages.” 

With people like Vic and 
Del—and many others—stepping 
forward, it’s no wonder speakers 
at the organization’s ground¬ 
breaking commented on how 
quickly E-J Water got under way. 
We’re pleased with how things 
worked out, too. But we’re not 
surprised. 

Rita Logan is new 
outage reporter 

Rita Logan of Ste. Marie is Norris Electric Cooperative’s new 
after-hours and weekend outage reporter and will handle 
trouble calls from her home. You should call her at (618) 783- 
3221 if you have electrical problems (be sure to check your 
fuses or breakers first) after hours or on weekends or holidays. 

And please remember: If there is a widespread outage, we 
will call in help to staff the telephones in our office as soon as 
possible. But in the early stages, Rita will be handling every¬ 
thing by herself, and things may get a bit hectic. Please be 
patient. 

Also note that she is not connected to the co-op’s comput¬ 
ers and cannot help you with your billing problems, service 
connections, and so on. We welcome Rita to the NEC “family.” 
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Farm electrical safety checklist 
Service pole and service entrance 
YES NO 
    Do farm family members and all hired 

farmhands know where and how to dis¬ 
connect power in the case of an electri¬ 
cal emergency? 

   Are disconnects, especially main break¬ 
ers, regularly turned off and turned 
back on to ensure free action and good 
contact? (Manufacturers of circuit 
breakers claim that they should be 
opened and reclosed once per month.) 

    In case of fire, can the electricity be shut 
off to that particular building on fire 
without shutting off electricity to the 
water pump? 

Animal housing 
YES NO 
    Do animals enter a building or drink 

at the stock tanks without hesitation? 

    Is the water piping (metallic) and ser¬ 
vice entrances of buildings properly 
grounded? (NOTE: Check for corrosion 
of grounding system by animal waste.) 

    Is the farmer using an industry-made 
electric fencer which bears the UL label? 

   Are heat lamps in farrowing houses 
hanging by the cord only? In case of 
drop, are there guards on the fixture? 

   Are the lights enclosed in globes and 
guards (where required)? 

    Is the wiring suitable for wet conditions 
(because of the humidity created by the 
animals’ respiration)? 

    Does all wiring appear to be in good con¬ 
dition and free from damage by rodents? 

Grain-handling equipment 
YES NO 
   Are overhead lines out of the way of 

augers and winged-type farm equip¬ 
ment? 

    Do all motors have correctly sized 
overcurrent protection? 

    If magnetic starters are used, are 
heater coils of the proper size? 

Machine shed 
YES NO 

    Is the grounding bayonet on drop cords, 
power tools, etc., intact? 

    Is the service entrance properly 
grounded? 

   Are all receptacles in use properly 
grounded? 

   Are drop cords of adequate size for the 
appliance or machine it is serving? 

   Are drop cords put away after use so 
machinery can’t run over them? 

   Are power tools such as circular saws, 
table saws, drills, jig saws, etc., left 
unplugged when not in use so that a 
child couldn’t accidentally turn them 
on? 

    Is it adequately lighted? 

   Are drop cords in good condition with 
no sign of insulation damage? 

General 
YES NO 
  _ Do children know whom to call in case 

of an electrical emergency? 

    Do family members know first aid for 
electrical shock and/or burns? 

   Are OKI’s installed where required? 

    Do appliances function satisfactorily 
without giving a tingle to user when 
turned on? 

    If lightning protection is installed, are 
all wires leading to ground? 

   Are all electrical fittings on the gas 
pump of explosion-proof type? 

    Before trees are planted, has proper 
siting been provided to avoid nearby 
overhead and underground power 
lines? 

   Are trees free and clear of overhead elec¬ 
trical lines? 

    Before new buildings are constructed, 
have the buildings been cleared of 
nearby overhead and underground 
power lines? 

    Can tractors equipped with end loaders 
be raised to the most upper position and 
clear all overhead electrical lines? 

    Items checked NO indicate a potential 
electrical safety hazard. Proper action 
should be taken immediately to ensure 
safety. 
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Heat tapes must be used properly 

Electric heat tapes are com¬ 
monly used in winter to keep 
water pipes from freezing. But 
any time of the year is appro¬ 
priate to check your electric 
heat tapes and replace them if 
necessary. The United States 
Consumer Product Safety Com¬ 
mission (CPSC) says consumers 
(including residents of mobile 
homes) should replace uncer¬ 
tified heat tapes that are more 
than three years old with cer¬ 
tified ones that meet recognized 
voluntary standards. 

An electric heat tape re¬ 
sembles an electric cord. It may 
be round or flat. Some varieties 
have an overall covering of light 
metal braid. There is an elec¬ 
trical plug on one end and 
sometimes a pod or box with a 
thermostat switch to control the 
power to the heating conductors 
in the tape. 

Heat tapes are usually in¬ 
stalled in crawl spaces or attics. 
Often, they are used on mobile 
homes to heat water supply 
pipes that come from under¬ 
ground up to a mobile home. 

But, for all their potential uses, 
CPSC warns that heat tapes can 
be dangerous. According to 
CPSC, electric heat tapes are 
involved in about 2,000 fires 
each year, resulting in about 10 
deaths and 100 injuries. CPSC 
urges you to help reduce this 
risk of fire and death by using 
only certified heat tapes on your 
pipes. One way you can tell the 

difference is that all new cer¬ 
tified heat tapes will have three- 
prong plugs; the older uncer¬ 
tified ones have two-prong 
plugs. Currently, there are three 
organization that are certifying 
heat tapes to meet recognized 
national voluntary standards: 
Underwriters Laboratories Inc. 
(UL), the Canadian Standards 
Association (CSA), and Factory 
Mutual Research Corporation 
(FMRC). 

Purchasing heat tapes that 
meet voluntary standards offers 
you and your family a degree of 
protection, but heat tapes also 
must be installed and used 
properly and inspected annually 
to provide the most protection 
against freezing pipes, as well as 
the highest level of safety for you 
and your family. 

CPSC offers these safety tips 
for electric heat tapes: 

• Inspect heat tapes each 
year and replace them if you 
notice signs of deterioration. 
Look for discolored surfaces 
(especially at the plug), charring, 
cuts or breaks in the insulation, 
or bare wires. 

• When installing heat tapes, 
carefully observe installation 
instructions. Different heat 
tapes have different installation 
requirements. 

• Always plug the three- 
prong plug into a three-prong 
outlet to make sure the heat tape 
is grounded. 

• Use a ground fault circuit 

interrupter (GFCI) wherever 
heat tapes are plugged in. 

• Make sure the heat tape 
that you use is intended for use 
on water pipes (other tapes heat 
roof, gutters, or garden soil). 

• Do not wrap heat tape over 
itself unless specifically per¬ 
mitted in the manufacturer’s 
instructions. 

• Do not cover the heat tape 
with insulation unless advised 
by the manufacturer. Use non¬ 
flammable insulation such as 
fiberglass. Do not use foam or 
vinyl insulation. It could catch 
fire if the heat tape fails. 

• Apply heat tape directly on 
the pipe to be protected, never 
on top of the insulation covering 
the pipe. 

• Keep the end cap sealed 
and off the ground to prevent 
water from getting in. Moisture 
can lead to a fire. 

• If heat tape has a thermo¬ 
stat, check instructions to see if 
the thermostat should be placed 
against the pipe and covered 
with insulation or if it should be 
left hanging and uncovered. 

Heat tapes perform a useful 
function, but like any electrical 
product, they need to be treated 
with care and respect. Don’t 
create a fire hazard while trying 
to keep your pipes from freezing. 
Replace uncertified heat tapes 
that are more than three years 
old. Buy heat tapes that meet 
voluntary standards. Install and 
use heat tapes properly. 
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Use the earth to your 
advantage 

Your most efficient energy 
source for home heating and 
cooling isn’t oil, gas or wood. 
It’s the Earth. Your most 
efficient heating and 
cooling system is the 
geothermal system. It 
gets its energy from the 
sun’s heat stored within 
the soil around your 
house — a constant 
energy supply. In the 
winter, the system absorbs 
warmth from the soil and 
transfers it to your home 
through a simple coil of liquid- 
filled pipe buried in your yard. 
This exchange is reversed in the 
summer to cool the house. Take 
advantage of a safe, clean and efficient 
option that’s 3 to 4 times more efficient than 
fossil-fuel. It’s to your advantage to contact your electric 
cooperative today. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 
©NRECA 
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Marilyn is surrounded by many of the wreaths and herbal items in her shop, which she calls, “Maginn’s 
Holiday House.” She keeps the place decorated all the time, but especially during the Christmas season. 

Herbs and Santas galore 
Come Christmas season, 

most of us put out a few decora¬ 
tions. Marilyn Maginn does, too. 
Quite a few, in fact! She has hun¬ 
dreds of different Santa orna¬ 
ments, and other Santas, as well, 
in her home and workshop about 
seven miles south of Newton, and 
eastofRte. 130. 

She has separate trees, each 
with different themes. One is cov¬ 
ered with Santa ornaments—ce¬ 
ramic, lace, quilted, carved wood, 
and the like. There is a Santa 
made from a corncob, and an¬ 
other made from an okra pod. “If 
it’s been made into a Santa,” she 
says with a chuckle, “I’ve prob¬ 
ably got it.” 

Another tree is covered with 
ornaments from other countries. 
There are Santas from Thailand, 

Mexico, Russia and Sweden, as 
well as from several other coun¬ 
tries. Another, decorated for her 
granddaughter Rachel, is cov¬ 
ered with all kinds of doll orna¬ 
ments. Grandson Steven has a 
tree festooned with ornaments 
representing Disney characters. 
There is a display of Mickey 
Mouse Santas on a nearby shelf, 
too. 

There are other Christmas- 
related items, and one of them 
has a history that just won’t quit. 
It’s a 20-piece Nativity scene that 
graced the Catholic Church in 
Ste. Marie for many years. Built 
in Germany at the turn of the 
century, it had been lovingly 
crafted, and was a real work of 
art. Unfortunately, it had fallen 
on hard times. 

“It had gotten dirty and 
chipped and in general disre¬ 
pair,” Marilyn says, “and the 
priest was trying to get rid of it. 
He couldn’t even give it away. He 
asked me if I wanted it. I took one 
look at it and declined. Then he 
asked if I’d bury it for him, and I 
agreed to do that.” 

With that in mind, she took 
the set home. As many of us do, 
she set the burial chore aside— 
and put the figures under the 
pool table, where they gathered 
dust for several more years. 

“When I finally got them out,” 
she says, “I decided that I just 
couldn’t bury them, so I set out 
to fix them up. I had to do a lot of 
cleaning, filling and painting, but 
they’re really pretty now. They’re 
a nice addition to my Christmas 
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Clockwise from above: Disney 
characters decorate grandson 
Steve’s tree. Marilyn with her 
restored Nativity scene. With 
drying herbs. Dolls on 
granddaughter Rachel’s tree. 

decorations.” 
While she decorates the 

house especially heavily during 
the Christmas season, she keeps 
it decorated with craft and herb 
arrangements all the time. In 
fact, she operates a shop out of 
the home. And she substitute 
teaches—she was a teacher for 
31 years—and gives piano les¬ 
sons to help fill her spare time! 

“For those who want to see 
my shop,” she says, “it’s open 
Saturdays the year around, and 
by appointment, too.” 

She kind of got into the herb 
and wreath business by accident. 

she says. “I had a garden and got 
tired of doing a lot of canning, so 
I decided to convert the garden 
to herbs. Now all I grow in the 
line of vegetables is tomatoes and 
pimentos. The rest of the garden 
is devoted to herbs, which I dry 
and make into arrangements, or 
sell.” 

She was half of an herbal 
teaching twosome, she says, giv¬ 
ing lessons on the use of herbs. 
“Marvin Allison of Newton and I 
worked together,” she relates, 
“and he taught cooking and I’d 
give a presentation on decorat¬ 
ing with herbs. It was interest¬ 

ing and fun, and we got a lot of 
people interested.” 

She makes and sells all kinds 
of arrangements, and adds that 
she rebuilds wreaths that range 
from a bit dog-eared to com¬ 
pletely shot. “I encourage people 
who have wreaths that are old 
and worn out to bring them in, 
and I’ll rebuild them,” she says, 
“and I especially urge people to 
come out and look at all my ar¬ 
rangements when my shop’s 
open.” 

If you’re interested, you can 
call her at (618) 783-3209. 



Kitchen and cooking 
energy savers 

• Use cold water rather than 
hot to operate your food 
disposer. This saves the energy 
needed to heat the water, is 
recommended for the appliances, 
and aids in getting rid of grease. 
Grease solidifies in cold water 
and can be ground up and 
washed away. 

• Install an aerator in your 
kitchen sink faucet. By reducing 
the amount of water in the flow, 
you use less hot water and save 
the energy that would have 
been required to heat it. The 
lower flow pressure is hardly 
noticeable. 

• Keep range-top burners and 
reflectors clean. They will reflect 
the heat better and you will save 
energy. 

• Water will come to a boil 
faster and use less energy in a 
kettle or covered pan. 

• Match the size of the pan 
to the heating element. More 
heat will get to the pan; less 
will be lost to surrounding 
air. 

• If you cook with electricity, 
get in the habit of turning off 
the burners several minutes 
before the allotted cooking time. 
The heating element will stay 
hot long enough to finish the 
cooking for you without using 
more electricity. The same prin¬ 
ciple applies to oven cooking. 

• When using the oven, make 
the most of the heat from that 
single source. Cook as many 
foods as you can at one time. 
Prepare dishes that can be 
stored or frozen for later use or 
make all oven-cooked meals. 

• Watch the clock or use 
a timer; don’t continually open 
the oven door to check food. 
Every time you open the door, 
heat escapes and your cooking 
takes more energy. 

• Use small electric pans 
or ovens for small meals rather 
than the kitchen range or oven. 
They use less energy. 

Energy 
savers 

In the 
kitchen, laundry 

and bath 

When buying appliances 
such as refrigerators, 
freezers, dishwashers, 
washing machines and 
dryers, compare the 

Energy Guide labels of 
competing models of 
the same capacity to 

determine their annual 
energy cost ranges. Over 
time, the energy-thrifty 
machines will be more 
economical purchases. 

• Use pressure cookers and 
microwave ovens if you have 
them. They can save energy 
by reducing cooking time. 

• If you purchase a gas oven 
or range, look for one with an 
automatic (electronic) ignition 
system instead of pilot lights. 
You’ll save an average of up to 
a third of your gas use — 41 per¬ 
cent in the oven and 53 percent 
on the top burners. 

• If you have a gas stove, 
make sure the pilot light is 
burning efficiently — with a 
blue flame. A yellowish flame 
indicates an adjustment is 
needed. 

• When cooking with a gas 
range-top burner, use moderate 
flame settings to conserve gas. 

• When you have a choice, 
use the range-top rather than 
the oven. 

Dishwashing 
energy savers 

When buying a dishwasher, 
look for an energy-efficient 
model with air power and/or 
overnight dry settings. These 
features automatically turn off 
the dishwasher after the rinse 
cycle. This can safe you up to 10 
percent of your dishwashing 
energy costs. The typical dish¬ 
washer uses 14 gallons of hot 
water per load. Use it energy 
efficiently. 

• If you need to rinse dishes 
before putting them in the 
dishwasher, use cold water. 

• Be sure your dishwasher is 
full, but not overloaded, when 
you turn it on. 

• Let your dishes air dry. 
If you don’t have an automatic 
air-dry switch, turn off the con¬ 
trol knob after the final rinse. 
Prop the door open a little and 
the dishes will dry faster. 

• Don’t use the “rinse hold’’ 
on your machine for just a few 
soiled dishes. It uses three to 
seven gallons of hot water each 
time you use it. 

— U.S. Dept, of Energy 


