
Co-op Comments 
Cooperative members who have an electric 

water heater and would like to save money on 
their electric bill are encouraged to contact the 
Cooperative office and ask about our load manage¬ 
ment program for water heaters. Members who 
are on this program save up to $12 per month on 
their electric bills. If you are looking for ways to 
lower your electric bill each month, remember, 
you are just a phone call away. 

***** 

If you use a wood burner or kerosene heater of 
any kind, always be sure to have plenty of outdoor 
air infiltration. The flames produced by these 
types of heaters bum up a lot of oxygen that must 

be replaced. You may want to do this by slightly 
opening a window. 

***** 

For those members heating your homes with 
wood-burning stoves or fireplaces, we encourage 
you to be extremely careful when cutting down 
trees to use for firewood. Before cutting a tree 
down, please use extreme caution and be sure 
there are no overhead lines near the tree. 

Office closing 
The Cooperative office will be closed on 

Friday, December 31, 1993, in observance of 
the New Year. The Cooperative will resume 
regular hours on Monday, January 3, 1994. 

Meter reading dates 
Menard Electric Cooperative would 

like to urge all members to assist us 
by making your meter more accessible 
to the meter readers. For your con¬ 
venience, below are the meter reading 
dates for January, February, and March. 
It is our hope you will utilize this infor¬ 
mation so that any necessary arrange¬ 

ments can be made, such as restraining 
a dog, cleaning away debris around the 
meter, etc. Your assistance in this mat¬ 
ter will certainly be appreciated not only 
by our contractual meter reader, but 
by the area serviceman who also needs 
access to the meter in the event of an 
outage. 

JANUARY 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31 

FEBRUARY MARCH 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 27 28 29 30 31 
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Higher usage during winter months 
Why is my electric bill higher in the winter? 3. 

This is question we often receive this time of year. 
Although we have some ideas as to why one’s 
usage may be higher than usual, we do not know 4. 
specifically why a particular individual’s electric 
energy usage is up. This is because we use elec- 5. 
tricity for so many things so many times a day, 
we take it for granted and are not conscious of the 6. 
fact we are using it. 

For those who may be asking why their electric 7. 
energy usage is up in the winter months, we will 
list some of the easily overlooked items for this 8. 
time of year: 

1. Holidays (Thanksgiving, Christmas, New 9. 
Years) usually mean more cooking and 
baking. 10. 

2. More use of lighting due to the shorter day¬ 
light hours. 

Most heating systems require the use of elec¬ 
tric power and some run almost continually 
during extreme cold periods. 
Many use space heaters here and there in 
their homes and buildings. 
Stock tank heaters and fountains are being 
used. 
Engine heaters are being used for cars and 
tractors. 
Electric blankets and heating pads are used 
more frequently. 
Clothes dryers are used more and those 
located in unheated rooms use more energy. 
Forgetting to shut a light or oven off and 
discovering it hours later. 
Christmas tree and outdoor lights are left on 
during each evening. 

Winter weather and humidity 
What makes my windows steam up in cold 

weather? Is there something I can do to stop this 
from happening? 

What causes windows to steam up is a combina¬ 
tion of warm, moist air inside and the cold glass 
of the window. Therefore, the problem can be cor¬ 
rected by helping the glass warm or reducing the 
humidity. If you have a dehumidifier, you can take 
moisture out of the air. Setting the unit to main¬ 

tain 30 percent humidity in your home should 
help. 

The best way to control moisture in your home 
is to eliminate it at the source. Exhaust fans in 
bathrooms and the kitchen are economical and 
efficient solutions to humidity problems. If you 
own a clothes dryer, be sure it is vented outdoors. 
Carefully sealing windows inside and out can help 
as well. (When cold air becomes trapped between 

12b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/January 1994 



panes of glass, the condensation you refer to 
results between windows. Foam rubber stripping 
and caulking around storm windows can greatly 
reduce the amount of cold air which can get 
around inadequately sealed storm windows.) 

To properly condition your home for winter, 
stop the infiltration of cold air into the home by 
caulking and weather-stripping doors and win- 

Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its regular monthly meeting, Tuesday, 
November 23, 1993, in the office at Petersburg. 
The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. Central 
Standard Time by president Warren D. Goetsch. 
Directors present in addition to Goetsch were 
Edward L. Allspach Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. 
Cline, Morris L. Bell, Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. 
Martin, James G. Graff, and Meredith L. Worner. 
Also present were manager Borland W. Smith, 
staff assistant Gerald E. Hedberg and attorney 
Charles K. Smith. 

The agenda for the meeting was approved as 
presented. Minutes of the October 26, 1993, 
regular board meeting were approved as mailed 
to the board with the notice of this meeting. 

The Inventory of Work Orders for the month of 
October 1993 in the amount of $67,164.31 was 
approved. The board considered the approval of 
bills as represented by the list of checks no. 
110355 through no. 110628 in the amount of 
$1,433,411.09. After discussion, the board ap¬ 
proved the payment of bills for the month of 
October. The board approved 63 applications 
for membership and 11 applications for service 
permits. Manager Smith presented the Operating 
Report for the month of October. Margins for the 
month were approximately $22,000 less than 
budgeted making the total margins for the year 
approximately $218,000 under budget. Manager 
Smith pointed out that if the Cooperative could 
perform at approximately the budget level for the 
next two months the financial goals for the year 
should be met. Outages and outage hours for the 
month of October were slightly higher than the 
same month in 1992, making the year-to-date 
outage hours per member approximately twice 
what they were in 1992. The Safety Report 
showed no recordable injuries or illnesses for the 
month of October. The Manager’s Report was 
approved as presented. 

The board went into executive session for the 
annual manager appraisal and salary review. 

Upon coming out of executive session, the board 
approved an Agreement for Electric Service for 
one member. The special occasion vouchers for 
the board were considered and approved for the 
month. The board reviewed the uncollectible 

dows. Contrary to popular belief, most homes 
don’t require the great moisture increase humidi¬ 
fiers add. If your home is uncomfortably dry, try 
keeping a pan of water slowly boiling on the stove. 
When you Eire at work or relaxing around the 
home, your home will get the moisture it needs, 
yet you won’t be faced with the damage excess 
humidity can cause. 

accounts and approved the amount of $2,356.69 
for write off. 

System engineer David H. Crosnoe, general 
foreman Terry W. Entwistle, office manager 
Wayne E. Jones, and member services adviser 
Kevin D. Keiser then made individual presen¬ 
tations to the board on their various departmen- 
tal budgets for 1994. 

Manager Smith presented to the board a quote 
for Workers’ Compensation Insurance from the 
Illinois Cooperatives Workers’ Compensation 
Group. After discussion, the board approved the 
resolution for Menard Electric to join the Illinois 
Cooperative Workers’ Compensation Group 
for the Cooperative’s workers compensation 
insurance for 1994. 

Manager Smith presented insurance bids for 
the Cooperative’s other insurance needs for 
1994. After consideration the board approved 
the bid of Federated Rural Electric Insurance 
Corporation. • 

Director Bell reported on the activities of the 
AIEC and their search for a new general manager. 

Director Carls reported on the activities of 
Soyland and commented on Soyland’s 1994 
budget. 

The board approved the payment of dues to the 
National Food & Energy Council for 1994. 

Staff assistant Hedberg reported on the status 
of capital credit refunds to estates. Chairman 
Worner reported on the meeting of the Capital 
Credit Committee and recommended to the board 
that a general refund for the years 1951 and 1952 
be made in the upcoming year as well as the con¬ 
tinuation of retirement to estates. The committee 
report was approved. 

Building Committee chairman Martin reported 
that the Committee had recently reviewed with 
the Cooperative’s staff the preliminary plans for 
remodeling the recently acquired Menichetti 
property. 

The board decided to hold a special meeting to 
review the Retail Rate Study and also the final 
1994 budget at 6 p.m., December 21. The next 
regular meeting will be held Tuesday, December 28 
at 6 p.m. Central Standard Time. 

There being no other business, the meeting 
adjourned at 11 p.m. 
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Dirty humidifiers may cause health problems 
Consumers should be alert to possible health 

hazards resulting from dirty room humidifiers, 
according to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC). The CPSC has found that 
bacteria and fungi often grow in the tanks of 
portable and console room humidifiers and can be 
released in the mist. Breathing dirty mist may 
cause lung problems ranging from flu-like symp¬ 
toms to serious infection. This information is of 
special concern to allergy or asthma sufferers 
whose symptoms may be increased. 

Film or scum appearing on the water surface, 
on the sides or bottom of the tank, or on exposed 
motor parts may indicate that the humidifier tank 
contains bacteria or fungi. A crusty deposit or 
scale may also form within the tank or on parts 
in the water. This scale is composed of minerals 
that have settled out of the water creating a sur¬ 
face on which bacteria or fungi may grow. 

Minerals can also be released in the mist and set¬ 
tle as fine white dust. This white dust may con¬ 
tain particles that are small enough to enter 
the lungs. The health effects from inhaling this 
humidifier dust are not clear; any impact on 
human health will depend upon the types and 
amounts of minerals found in the water used. 

To reduce the possibility of health hazards 
from dirty room humidifiers, the staff of the 
CPSC recommends that you take the following 
precautions: 

• Do not allow film and scale to develop in your 
humidifier. If possible, change the water in your 

room humidifier daily. Empty the tank before you 
fill it. If the tank is not removable, clean it often 
according to manufacturer’s instructions. 

• Use distilled or demineralized water in your 
room humidifier to reduce the buildup of scale and 
the release of dust; tap water contains more 
minerals. Use demineralization cartridges or 
filters if supplied or recommended for use with 
your humidifier. 

• Drain and clean the tank of your room 
humidifier before you store it. Clean it after sum¬ 
mer storage. Remove dust on the outside of your 
unit. 

• Clean your room humidifier well and often 
during the heating season. Be sure to unplug the 
humidifier before cleaning. Follow the manufac¬ 
turers suggested cleaning methods. If chlorine 
bleach or disinfectant is used, make sure to rinse 
the tank well to avoid breathing harmful chemi¬ 
cals. Use a brush or other scrubber to clean the 
tank. Be careful not to damage the motor or to 
scratch the inner surface. Clean or replace sponge 
filters or belts when needed. 

• Maintain the relative humidity in your home 
between 30 and 50 percent if possible. Humidity 
levels above 60 percent may allow moisture to 
build up indoors and condense on surfaces, where 
bacteria and fungi can settle and grow. You can 
measure humidity with an instrument called a 
hygrometer, available at your local hardware 
store. 

A heating safety tip about heat exchangers 
The heat exchanger is that portion of a propane, 

oil or natural gas-fired furnace around which the 
fan-forced air stream is circulated to be warmed 
prior to entering the space to be heated — your 
home. Within the exchanger is the flame that pro¬ 
vides the heat. 

A heat exchanger, no matter how old or new, 
can develop cracks and/or holes in it. One of the 
products of burning oil or gas is carbon monoxide 

— a deadly killer. It will escape through the cracks 
or holes in the heat exchanger and mix with the 
air stream entering the heater space instead of 
going up the chimney. 

So be aware of and alert for these most obvious 
symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning: 

1. Tired feeling 
2. Headaches 
3. Nausea 

4. Palpitation of the heart 
5. Mental dullness 
6. Alteration in digestion 
7. Gray color of skin 
8. Reduction of visual acuity 
9. Coated tongue 

10. Loss of memory 
11. Diminution of psychic powers 
12. Occasional convulsions 

13. Anemia 
14. Loss of appetite 
15. Reduction of sexual potency 

If you begin to suffer from any of the above 

symptoms, consult your doctor and then contact 
a heating and cooling contractor to have your fur¬ 
nace checked and repaired. Look under heating 
contractors or furnaces in the Yellow Pages of your 
phone book. 
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Installations for electric heat continue 
Recently your board of directors approved the 

continuation of the Cooperative’s Electric Heat 
Rebate Program. Under this program, members 
receive rebates for installing one of the most 
efficient heating and cooling systems on the 
market today. This means you can now pay less 
on your heating and cooling bills because of the 
higher efficiency, as well as paying less for having 
them installed. 

Members installing an air-to-air heat pump 
which has a SEER of 10.0 or greater will receive 
a rebate of $250 per ton. Another even more 
efficient method of heating and cooling your 
home is through the use of a geothermal system. 
This system is becoming increasingly popular 
and with good reasons. Members installing a 
geothermal system will receive a rebate of $333 

per cooling ton providing it has a SEER of 10.0 
or greater. In addition to this rebate, Soyland, 
Menard Electric’s wholesale power supplier, will 
provide a one-time $500 rebate, providing that 
the geothermal system has an ARI rating of 
330. 

Remember, in most cases both of these systems 
provide members with a three-to-five-year pay¬ 
back on their investment. 

For those members who install ceiling cable or 
baseboard heat, Menard Electric also retained a 
$50 per room rebate with a maximum of $300 per 
household, bathrooms excluded. 

If you have any questions concerning these 
rebates or would like to find out about these 
systems, please contact the Cooperative office at 
1-800-872-1203. 

Water heater rebate continues in 1994 
The Cooperative is continuing the Electric 

Water Heater Rebate Program for 1994. The 
requirements of the program will remain the same 
with the minimum storage capacity of 40 gallons. 
All eligible electric water heaters must be enrolled 
in the Cooperative’s Load Management Program. 
Once these requirements are met, the member 
will receive a one-time rebate from the Coopera¬ 
tive. If the installation is in a newly built structure 
or if it replaces a fossil-fired water heater, the 
rebate will be $175. Members replacing an old 
electric unit with a new electric water heater will 
receive $150. 

For those members who are not familiar with 
the Load Management Program: The Cooperative 
simply places a control device on the water 

heater, which enables the Cooperative to con¬ 
trol the heating elements of the water heater 
during peak periods for up to four hours a day 
between June 15 and September 15. This helps 
the Cooperative reduce its overall demand, thus 
stabilizing our wholesale power rate. Members 
enrolled in the program receive a rate reduction 
of 3 cents per kilowatt-hour from kilowatt-hour 
600 to 1,000. This reduction is given to those 
members enrolled for all 12 months of the year 
and could result in an annual savings of $144. 

If you have installed a new electric water heater 
and would like to receive your rebate, please com¬ 
plete the information below and return it to the 
Cooperative office. 

Name 

Account number 

Daytime telephone number 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its regular monthly meeting, Tuesday, 
December 28, 1993, in the office at Petersburg. 
The meeting was called to order at 6 p.m. Central 
Standard Time by vice president Carroll F. Cline. 
Directors present in addition to Cline were 
Edward L. Allspach Michael E. Carls, Morris L. 
Bell, Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. Martin, James G. 
Graff, and Meredith L. Worner. At the time of roll 
call Warren D. Goetsch was not in attendance. 
Also present were manager Borland W. Smith and 
attorney Charles K. Smith. 

After the roll call the agenda for the meeting was 
approved with the addition of three items: Ap¬ 
proval of an agreement for underground electric 
service, approval for officers to sign a trust agree¬ 
ment with ICWCG, and the presentation of a letter 
to president Goetsch. Finishing with the approval 
of the agenda president Goetsch entered the board 
room and took over the duties of the chair. 

The minutes of the November 23, 1993, regular 
board meeting were approved as mailed to the 
board with the notice of the meeting. The minutes 
of the executive session of the board meeting 
held on November 23, 1993, were also approved 
as mailed with the notice of the meeting. The 
Inventory of Work Orders for November 1993 in 
the amount of $57,152.77 was approved. The 
board considered the approval of bills as rep¬ 
resented by the list of checks no. 110629 through 
no. 110881 mailed to the board with the notice of 
the meeting, totaling $1,324,870.08. After discus¬ 
sion the board approved the payment of bills for 
the month of November. The board approved the 
application of 57 new members and 9 service 
permits. 

Manager Smith presented the operating report 
for November, 1993. He reviewed the operating 
statement, balance sheet and budget comparisons 
with the board. He pointed out that margins for 
the month of November were approximately 
$280,000 greater than budgeted making the year- 
to-date margins approximately $60,000 over 
budget. Smith added that kilowatt-hour sales are 
approximately 5 million below budget. How- 
ever,the Cooperative benefited from lower than 
budgeted energy purchases and savings in other 
operational areas, which should allow us to meet 
our financial obligations. He also pointed out the 
number of members served during the month of 
November was over 8,800 and approximately 150 
greater than the same period last year. The outage 
summary for the month of November reflected 
about the same number of outages and outage 
hours as for the same period in 1992. Outage 
hours for the year exceed the outage hours for 
1992 due to the greater number of summer storms 
that were experienced in 1993. The Safety Report 
showed one recordable injury or illness for the 
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month of November, however, there was no lost 
time. The board approved the manager’s report 
as presented. Manager Smith reviewed the sick 
leave bonus policy and the results of its implemen¬ 
tation this past calendar year. The board approved 
the continuation of the sick leave bonus policy for 
the year 1994. 

The board approved the director’s special 
occasion vouchers for the month of November. 
The board reviewed the uncollectible accounts 
and approved $1,348.75 to be written off. 

Director Bell reported on the AIEC activities and 
informed the board that the AIEC had unani¬ 
mously selected Earl Struck to be the new 
Manager and Executive Vice President of AIEC 
starting February 1, 1994. 

Director Carls reported that Soyland was suc¬ 
cessful in restructuring some of their finances 
with REA and CFC. 

Manager Smith presented to the board for con¬ 
sideration the 1993 physical inventory adjust¬ 
ments. After discussion, the board approved the 
adjustment to the physical inventory. 

President Goetsch appointed the labor com¬ 
mittee for 1994 and delegates and alternates for 
the annual meeting of NRECA, CFC, and NRTC. 

Vice president Cline gave the annual meeting 
committee report indicating that the board needs 
to select members to serve on the nominating 
committee in early April. The 1994 annual 
meeting will be held June 4. 

Building Committee chairman Martin reported 
on the activities of the building committee. After 
discussion, the board approved and directed that 
the manager carryout the recommendations of the 
building committee in the remodeling of the 
Menichetti building into additional office space. 

Under “Other Business” the board approved 
the agreement for underground electric service 
for a subdivision north of Sherman and also 
approved one agreement for electric service. 
The board approved the authorization for the 
officers to sign the pooling Trust Agreement with 
the Illinois Cooperative Workers Compensation 
Group. 

President Goetsch then discussed with the 
board a letter he had received from a member in 
regard to the Cooperative’s collection policy and 
the requirement of a security deposit. After discus¬ 
sion the board decided that in this case the policy 
is appropriate. 

The board discussed the starting time for the 
upcoming board meetings and agreed to convene 
the January and February board meetings at 
6 p.m. Central Standard Time. The next meeting 
of the board will be held January 25, 1994. 

There being no further business the meeting 
adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 



Electric heat rebate returns in 1994 
In December your board of directors voted 

to continue the Electric Heat Rebate Program 
for the 1993-94 winter season. Under this pro¬ 
gram, rebates are given to all members who 
use electricity as their primary source of heat. 
The rebate amount is 4 cents per kilowatt-hour 
for every kilowatt-hour used over 1,000 during 
the billing months of December, January and 
February. 

For those members who have recently installed 

electric heat as their primary source of heat and 
would like to receive this rebate, we ask that you 
fill in the information requested below and return 
it to the Cooperative office. A Cooperative em¬ 
ployee will then be dispatched to your residence 
to visually inspect the new heating system. You 
will then be added to this year’s list of recipients. 
Members who have already completed this 
procedure do not have to submit the following 
information. 

I have one of the following as a primary source of heat: 

 electric baseboard  air-to-air heat pump 

 ceiling cable  geothermal system 

 electric furnace 

name 

address 

account number daytime telephone number 

Standby generator needs double-throw switch 
A portable generator or alternator, used at home 

as an emergency power supply source, can be a 
wonderful device in times of power loss. 

However, even the most useful device can cause 
serious problems if not used correctly. 

One of the most common misconceptions about 
portable generators is that they can be plugged 
directly into a house’s circuitry and be used to 
substitute for the loss of power during an outage. 
Plugging such a power source directly into your 
home’s circuits can cause serious electrical 
problems, including burned out and badly over¬ 
loaded circuits, creating a fire hazard. 

Portable power units are designed and rated to 
handle specific power loads, which should be 
carefully adhered to at all times. Trying to operate 
an entire household circuit system on a portable 

unit is asking for trouble. In addition, when power 
is fed into your household circuits from a portable 
unit it is also being fed into your outside lines, 
energizing otherwise “dead” lines during outages. 
Such action can lead to severe damage to the 
system, as well as create a serious safety hazard. 

Double-pole switches must be installed at the 
meter box to prevent power from entering incom¬ 
ing lines, reducing the potential for serious 
problems. 

If you own such a unit or are planning on pur¬ 
chasing one, make sure you know the operating 
limits of this device. If you are not sure, please 
feel free to ask for advice from the Engineering 
Department at Menard Electric. They can be 
helpful in giving you specific wiring guides as set 
by the National Electrical Code. H WARNING: 

IF YOU THINK THE POWER IS OFF 
WHEN THE SWITCH IS OFF 
YOU'RE WRONG. 
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Geothermal advantages 
• Low operating costs with 

efficiencies of 300% to 
450%. 

e Provides a large portion of 
your domestic hot water 
requirements for just 
pennies. 

• Geothermal rate is 
available for qualified all¬ 
electric homes at 5.75 
cents per kilowatt-hour 
during the billing months of October-May. 

• A one-time rebate of $333 per ton. 

• Because there is no flue, the system is environmentally 
safe. 

Electric heat tapes: potential fire hazard 
People who use electric heat tapes to prevent 

exposed water pipes from freezing are being 
cautioned by government safety experts to inspect 
the tapes for possible fire hazards. 

According to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC). 500 house fires in the last 
seven years are believed to have been caused by 
electric heat tapes. Also known as pipe heating 
cables, heat tapes consist of two wires enclosed in 
molded plastic insulation that emit heat due to 
electrical current passing through the wires when 
the cable is plugged into an outlet. 

The tapes are commonly used in crawl spaces 
and in the substructure of homes and mobile 
homes and are usually energized after the first 
freezing temperatures. Some heat tapes are 
plugged in year-round and a thermostat located 
in the power supply cord of the heat tape turns 
on the tape whenever the outdoor temperature 
approaches freezing. CPSC reports that improper 
installation by consumers is a frequent cause of 
home fires. 

In one study of 35 fires, agency investigators 
learned that 40 percent of the heat tapes were 
“overwrapped,” that is, the tape was lapped 
over itself when the consumer installed the 
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tape around the pipe. 
The agency offered these suggestions: 
• Inspect all heat tapes now or have a licensed 

electrician check them for proper installation or 
deteriorated electrical insulation. Refer to any 
installation instructions that accompanied the 
heat tape when you bought it. 

• If you are purchasing new heat tapes or 
cables, know the diameter of the pipe you are 
protecting as well as the total length of the pipe. 
Manufacturers normally suggest specific lengths 
of tape for certain pipe lengths and diameters. 
Match your needs to the heat tape you are buying. 

• Older heat tapes should be checked for bare 
wires or for cracks in the plastic insulation; in such 
cases, replace the heat tape immediately. 

• Not all heat tapes may be used on plastic 
pipes;, check to make certain the heat tape you are 
using is recommended specifically for the plastic 
pipe in question. 

• Finally, manufacturers emphasize that 
heat tapes should never be used over the ther¬ 
mal insulation on a pipe or near flammable 
objects. Inspect previously installed tapes to 
make certain these fire hazards do not exist 
in your home. 
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Co-op Comments 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s 1994 Annual 

Meeting has been scheduled for Saturday, June 4, 
at the PORTA High School in Petersburg. Why not 
mark your calendar now and plan to attend! 

***** 

With spring just around the corner, many 
members take to the outdoors in an attempt to get 
ready for spring and summer activities, such 
as planting trees, trimming bushes, trees, etc. 
Menard Electric would like to encourage all mem¬ 
bers to take a moment to look around your work 
area and make sure overhead lines and buried 
electric lines are well out of the way. If you have 
any questions about the location of lines, or should 
you have trees needing to be trimmed, please con¬ 
tact the Cooperative office. 

Remember, the Cooperative has a right-of- 
way easement around all electric facilities. This 
easement area should always be clear of debris, 
bushes, trees and buildings so that Cooperative 
employees can have access to our facilities to 
restore power or upgrade service. 

What to do when 
the power goes off 

If your power should go off, please follow 
these guidelines to help your Cooperative 
achieve a fast and safe restoration of your 
service: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breaker. 
2. Check your meter pole; if you have a 

breaker on the pole, make sure it is in the 
“on” position. 

3. If your service is still out, check with your 
neighbors if they have power. 

4. Call the Cooperative office to report the out¬ 
age at 1-800-872-1203 or 632-7746. 

5. Please give the person who answers 
your call your Menard Electric ac¬ 
count number and any information 
you have obtained. 

If your power is off for any reason 
other than a breaker being off, please do 
not try to restore the service yourself. 

Meter reading dates 
Menard Electric Cooperative would like to 

encourage all members to assist our contrac¬ 
tual meter readers by making your meter 
more accessible during the meter reading 
dates each month. Listed below, for your 
convenience, are the meter reading dates for 
April, May and June. 

It is our hope that you will utilize this 

information so that you can make arrange¬ 
ments to restrain you dog, clear away debris 
around the electric meter, have your gate 
open, etc. Your assistance in this matter will 
certainly be appreciated, not only by our con¬ 
tractual meter reader, but by our area ser¬ 
viceman who also needs access to your meter 
in case of an outage. 

APRIL MAY JUNE 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 ' 1 2 3 4 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30 
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Board meeting report 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 
held its regular monthly meeting Tuesday, 
January 25, 1994, in the office at Petersburg. The 
meeting was called to order at 6 p.m. Central 
Standard Time by president Warren D. Goetsch. 
Directors present in addition to Goetsch were 
Edward L. Allspach, Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. 
Cline, Morris L. Bell, Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. 
Martin, James G. Graff, and Meredith L. Worner. 
Also present were manager Borland W. Smith, 
attorney Charles K. Smith and system engineer 
David H. Crosnoe. 

After the roll call, the agenda for the meeting 
was approved. 

The minutes of the special board meeting 
held December 21, 1993, were approved as 
presented to the board. The minutes of the regular 
December 28, 1993, board meeting were ap¬ 
proved as mailed to the board with the notice of 
this meeting. The Inventory of Work Orders for 
the month of December 1993 in the amount of 
$32,160.57 was approved. The board considered 
the approval of bills as represented by the list of 
checks no. 110882 through no. 111160 mailed to 
the board with the notice of the meeting totaling 
$1,239,237.32. After discussion the board ap¬ 
proved the payment of bills for the month of 
December. The board approved the application of 
55 new members and 9 service permits. 

Manager Smith presented the Operating Report 
for December 1993. Margins for the month of 
December were approximately $32,000 greater 
than budget and the Cooperative ended the year 
with margins of $633,000 or approximately 
$92,000 over the toted margins budgeted for the 
year. As a result, the Cooperative ended the year 
with a TIER of 2.4, debt service coverage of 1.6 
and member equity of 37.9 percent. He also 
pointed out that the Cooperative had invested 
approximately $1 million in the utility plant 
during the year and did not have to receive loans 
from CFC or REA for the improvements. The 
Outage Summary for the month of December 
reflected approximately the same number of 
outages as for the same period last year, but 
average hours per consumer for the month were 
less than a year ago. Year-to-date the outages 
were approximately the same as 1992. However, 
due to power supplier outages, the average outage 
hours for the year totaled about twice what 
it was in 1992. The Safety Report showed no 
recordable accidents or illnesses for the month 
of December 1993. The board approved the 

Manager’s Report as presented. 
The board approved the Director’s Special 

Occasion Vouchers for the month. They reviewed 
the uncollectible accounts and approved $722.61 
to be written off. 

Director Bell reported on the AIEC activities and 
commented that the AIEC general manager Tom 
Moore would be retiring as of January 31. He also 
commented on the establishment of the Illinois 
Cooperative Memorial Scholarship Fund and the 
board approved a contribution to this fund. 

Director Carls reported on the Soyland activities 
and their recent board meeting. He reminded the 
board of the upcoming annual meeting to be held 
in Peoria on March 16. 

Vice president Cline gave the Annual Meeting 
Committee report. He requested the board ap¬ 
prove the Mason County Pork Producers to serve 
the meed prior to the start of the 57th Annual 
Meeting. The suggestion was approved. 

Gary Martin, Building Committee Chairman, 
reported on the progress of the remodeling of the 
Menichetti building. 

In the absence of staff assistant Gerald E. 
Hedberg, manager Smith commented on the 
capital credit estate refund progress and informed 
the board on the discount rate for 1994. 

Under other business, manager Smith reported 
on the recent activities of the Illinois Cooperative 
Workers Compensation Group. The annual 
meeting of the ICWCG was held on the 19th 
of January and manager Smith was elected to 
that board and, upon its reorganization, was 
elected president. The board suggested that a 
report of the Illinois Cooperative Workers Com¬ 
pensation Group be a monthly item on the board 
agenda. 

Director Cline informed the board that he had 
retired from farming and was moving into the city 
of Petersburg, and therefore would no longer be 
eligible to remain a director from District No. 1. 

President Goetsch regretfully accepted Carroll 
Cline’s resignation and advised the board they 
needed to elect a new vice president and to elect 
an alternate board member to the Soyland board. 
Gary L. Martin was selected as vice president and 
was also named by the board as the alternate 
director on the Soyland board. 

The next meeting of the board will be held 
February 22, 1994, at 6 p.m. Central Standard 
Time. 

There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
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Electric motivation 
New EPA regulations will go into effect na¬ 

tionally in three years (even sooner in California) 
dictating low-pollution engines on gasoline- 
powered mowers, trimmers, riding tractors, chain 
saws, leaf blowers, snowthrowers and generators. 
Yet tougher rules will be coming along in four or 
five years, perhaps requiring catalytic converters. 
Of course, there are battery-operated mowers on 
the market now from a number of manufacturers. 

All major U.S. automobile manufacturers have 
made a commitment to the commercial produc¬ 
tion of electric vehicles (EVs). Regulatory pressure 
to improve urban air quality is largely behind this 
interest. Unlike gasoline-powered vehicles, EVs 
produce no pollutant emissions at the point of use, 
and since all electricity generation emissions are 
centralized at power plants, they can be controlled 
far more effectively and efficiently than vehicle 
emissions. 

Aside from environmental issues, electric trans¬ 
portation also has significant efficiency advan¬ 
tages: the next generation electric fleet vans will 
have about a 60 percent efficiency advantage over 
their gasoline counterparts. Electric buses are 
about 85 percent more efficient per passenger mile 
than diesel-powered buses, and shipping freight 
by electrically driven trains is about 45 percent 
more efficient per ton than shipping by truck. 

Other advantages: EVs are powered by a motor 
and batteries. They are extremely quiet, reducing 
noise pollution. Because the power train of an EV 

is operationally simpler and has fewer moving 
parts, it will have much lower service and main¬ 
tenance costs. 

The batteries are most likely to be charged up 
at night, when the cost of electricity generation 
is lowest, further reducing the owner’s cost of 
operation. 

Since power plants can produce electricity from 
a wide variety of fuels, EVs shift transportation 
energy use toward a broader fuel base, reducing 
national dependence on foreign oil. 

Hand-held appliance protection 
The scientific world has once again come to our 

aid in protecting us from ourselves. And as you 
did your Christmas shopping you may have 
noticed large, box-like devices on the ends of some 
appliance cords displayed in the stores. 

Although receptacles in bathrooms of dwelling 

units have been required to be protected by 
ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCI) for many 
years, there are still many receptacles in use in 
existing bathrooms that are not protected. Cord- 
and plug-connected appliances such as hair 
dryers, curling irons, etc., which can accidentally 
fall into bathtubs are now required by the National 
Electrical Code to be provided with some form of 
protective device that is part of the appliance. 

These devices can be either an appliance 
leakage current interrupter (ALCI) designed to 
de-energize the electrical supply to the appliance 
when leakage current exceeds a predetermined 
value; or an immersion detection circuit inter¬ 
rupter (IDCI) to de-energize the supply when a 
liquid causes a conductive path between a live 
part of a sensor; or a ground fault circuit inter¬ 
rupter to shut off the power supply when the cur¬ 
rent to ground exceeds a predetermined value. 

They work in different ways, but they’re all 
intended to protect us by shutting off the power 
to an appliance under abnormal conditions. 
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Budget Billing 

Cooperative services 

Our Budget Billing Plan is designed to 
equalize your monthly electric bills. It is 
available to all members with a good pay¬ 
ment record. 

Security Lighting 

For a nominal monthly 
rental charge, the Co¬ 
operative will install a 
high-pressure sodium 
light and will be respon¬ 
sible for the mainte¬ 
nance of the light. 

Electric Safety and Energy Education 

Your Cooperative is ready and willing to 
assist in safety and energy programs for any 
interested group, club or school. 

Energy Audits 

The Member Services Department of your 
Cooperative can recommend and provide you 
with information on energy saving tips on 
weatherization, new construction and/or 
remodeling your home. 

Heat Loss/Heat Gain Calculations 

Your Member Services Department can 
assist you in calculating how much heat your 
house will lose in the winter and gain in the 
summer. Once this calculation is complete, 
we can help estimate the annual cost for 
running any particular system you may be 
interested in. 

Electric Heat Rebate 

Load Management Program 

Menard Electric Cooperative offers a Load 
Management Program on electric water 
heaters that will enable the Cooperative, 
to a certain extent, to control its wholesale 
power cost, as well as provide the mem¬ 
ber with a rate reduction on a monthly 
basis. 

Water Heater 

Rebate Program 

Menard Electric Coopera¬ 
tive offers members who 
install a new electric water 
heater a rebate of $150 pro¬ 
viding it has a 40-gallon 
storage capacity or larger and 
enrolls in our load manage¬ 
ment program. Members who 
install an electric water heater 
that is replacing a gas water 
heater meeting the above 
requirements will receive 
$175. 

Crime Watch Program 

Menard Electric Cooperative is part of a 
“Crime Watch” Program that is aimed at 
reducing rural crime. 

Rural Electric News 

The REN magazine is a primary source for 
getting pertinent information to our mem¬ 
bers. Reading the center section of the 
REN each month helps inform Cooperative 
members of operations and activities of its 
Cooperative. 

For members that are installing electric 
heat as their primary source of heat, Menard 
Electric Cooperative offers a variety of re¬ 
bates that range from $333 per ton for a geo¬ 
thermal heating and cooling system to $250 
per ton for members installing an air-to-air 
heat pump. 

Smoke Alarms 

At your Coopera¬ 
tive office, smoke 
alarms are available 
for sale to any mem¬ 
ber for $6. 

If you would like more information on any of the 
above programs, please contact Menard Electric 

Cooperative at 1-800-872-1203 or 632-7746. 
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Co-op Comments 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s 57th Annual 

Meeting will be held on Saturday, June 4, 1994, 
at the PORTA High School. Why not be an active 
participant in the future of your electric coopera¬ 
tive by attending this year’s annual meeting? 

* * * * * 

Members whose address has changed due 
to the installation of the 911 emergency ser¬ 
vice may note the address appearing on their 
electric bill to be slightly different. In some 
cases, our computer system does not allow 
enough space to incorporate the entire address. 
Consequently, we have abbreviated whenever 
possible. 

On March 22, Wayne and Susan Jones cele¬ 
brated their 25th wedding anniversary. Wayne is 
the office manager of your Cooperative and a 
fellow member of Menard Electric residing at rural 
route Petersburg. 

***** 

This spring and summer, Menard Electric 
Cooperative will continue its meter testing and 
pole testing programs. The Cooperative will be 
testing approximately 1,000 residential meters in 
the Riverton, Dawson, Buffalo, and Mechanicsburg 
areas. The Cooperative also plans to test 5,000 
poles in the Mason City-Middletown area. Both 
of these programs are annual projects that the 
Operations Department of your Cooperative per¬ 
forms in an attempt to improve the quality of ser¬ 
vice to our members. 

Board member retires 
Carroll F. Cline retired from 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s 
board of directors on January 25, 
after serving the members from 
District 1 for seven and one-half 
years. 

During his tenure, Carroll 
served as treasurer from June 
1987 to June 1988 and vice 

president from June 1991 to the time of his 
retirement. As a board member, Carroll was 
always prepared and was a key element in 
shaping the policies of the Cooperative. If this 
wasn’t enough, Carroll also served as an alternate 
member on the Soyland board of directors. 

Carroll made his living as a farmer, farming 
some 650 acres in the Pleasant Plains area and 
was considered an expert in his field. This past 
fall, Carroll and his wife, Imogene, decided to 
retire from farming and take life a little easier. 
They built a new home in Petersburg, and this 
past January moved from the country to the city 
and left the farming to his brother-in-law. 

With his retirement, Menard Electric will lose 
a valuable and effective board member who 
always placed the interest of the members first. 

On behalf of the board and the employees, we 
would like to thank Carroll for his efforts and 
we wish him and his wife a long and happy 
retirement. 

Carroll F. Cline 

Surge suppressors are good protection 
Voltage surges, sometimes called “spikes” or 

“transients,” coming into your home or business 
through the utility line can damage delicate 
electronics, such as VCRs, computers, refrigera¬ 
tors, etc. By far the most common source of these 
surges is lightning striking on or near our over¬ 
head or underground distribution line. The 
experts tell us the average lightning bolt carries 

about 10,000 volts. With that much voltage 
crashing into a 120-volt circuit serving electronics 
requiring 10 to 12 volts, it is easy to understand 
why the electronics suffer. 

If you are interested in protecting your home 
and appliances, Menard Electric Cooperative 
would encourage you to contact your local hard¬ 
ware store and purchase a surge protection device, 
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which can be installed just beyond the metering 
point. There are many different brands and types 
of surge protection, some of which can handle up 
to 59,000 volts and send this stray voltage to the 
ground in 2 billionths of a second. 

For further protection, Menard Electric Coopera¬ 
tive also encourages you to install plug-in sup¬ 
pressors for all appliances in an attempt to protect 
them from hundreds of low grade surges created 
within the home each day by motors, which 
are electrically controlled themselves, on your 
refrigerator, dehumidifier, clothes dryer, disposal, 
vacuum cleaner, etc. One of these low-grade 
surges is not enough to destroy equipment, but 

each one causes a little bit of damage that in 
time will burn up the insulation or other parts of 
your electronics and one day they will just quit 
working. 

Usually the repair person will tell you the utility 
company is to blame. Not so. The manufacturers, 
in many cases, still do not build protection within 
the appliance, and we all must take some part of 
the blame in that we as buyers do not demand this 
protection. 

If you would like more information about how 
a surge protector can help provide protection 
in your home, please feel free to contact the 
Cooperative office. 

Electric charge reduces tillage energy 
The application of a modest electric charge to 

conventional tillage tools may significantly reduce 
the amount of energy farmers need to plow their 
fields. The phenomenon at work is electroosmosis: 
an electric charge applied to the tilling blade 
pulls moisture from the soil to the blade surface, 
providing lubrication that reduces friction as the 
blade cuts through the earth. Since the amount 
of tillage energy saved is much greater than 
the amount of electric energy expended, such a 
charging system has the potential to significantly 
reduce the use of fossil fuels in agriculture. Recent 
laboratory experiments at the University of 
Arizona have documented energy savings of up 
to one-third in some types of soil. 

Using a lab soil bin, the Arizona researchers 
measured the draft force and the energy required 
to move a tillage tool through two kinds of soil 
with varying amounts of moisture. They also 
examined the effects of various direct current 
voltages and tilling speeds. 

In loam soil with a moisture content of 17 
percent —just below the level that causes soil-tool 
adhesion — draft force was reduced by up to 39 
percent and tillage energy was reduced by up to 
32 percent. The maximum savings were obtained 
when an electric input of 40 volts was used. Tilling 
speed had little effect on draft force reduction. In 
clay-loam soil, electroosmosis was found to be 
much less effective: the maximum draft force 
reduction was only 11.6 percent, and it was 
obtained with a slower tilling speed and under 
drier conditions. The reasons for this difference 
are not yet understood. 

The researchers emphasize that full-scale field 
tests will be required to determine whether elec¬ 
troosmosis will prove effective in actual use. And 
a better understanding of the wide variation in 
laboratory results is needed before meaningful 
economic evaluations can be made and designs 
optimized. 

from Electric Power Research Institute Journal 

Co-ops help consumers take charge 
By Bob Bergland 

Former Executive Vice President, 
National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association 

As the world gets more complicated and every¬ 
thing seems to move at a faster pace, we tend to 
look for ways to take more control of our lives. 

Cooperatives are providing millions of people 
with ways to be in charge. 

A cooperative is a corporation organized so that 
the customers own the company, rather than 
investors. In this way the people who use the ser¬ 
vices of the co-op share in owning something that 
affects their lives. And that can be a significant 
part of their lives, such as their electric and 
telephone utilities and where they keep their 
money. This ownership grants the consumers a 

right to vote for a member to the board that 
oversees the co-op, or to run for the board 
themselves. 

In this way, this ownership provides very real 
control over a part of life. 

Through electric and telephone co-ops, people 
were able to bring and maintain service to largely 
rural areas ignored for decades by investor- 
owned utilities. Through housing co-ops people 
were able to bring affordable housing to largely 
urban areas. Credit unions are co-ops, too, pro¬ 
viding control over financial services. Farmers 
have found ways to have more control over 
how they get products to the people by organizing 
marketing co-ops for their products, such 
as Sunkist for oranges and Ocean Spray for 
cranberries. 
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Ceramic filaments for lightbulbs 
The search for more light, less heat 

In the late 1870s Thomas Edison, after ex¬ 
perimenting with some 1,600 materials, tried 
a length of common sewing thread and invented 
the filament for the incandescent lamp, or 
lightbulb, as it came to be known. Since that 
era, lamp manufacturers strived to make their 
products last longer and produce more light with 
less wattage. 

Edison eventually settled on tungsten for a 
filament material. Fifty years or so later fluores¬ 
cent tubes were introduced, then quartz, mer¬ 
cury vapor, low-pressure sodium, high-pressure 
sodium, halogen, and any number of exotic 
gas discharge lamps — each more efficient and 
longer-lived than the last. But incandescent 
lamps are still the main source of light in most 
homes. 

The inherent limits of metallic filament material 
like tungsten have been recognized for many 
years. They become unstable as structural im¬ 
perfections worsen with age. The operating tem¬ 
perature causes internal embrittlement and loss 
of material from the filament surface. And, having 
to maintain a relatively low temperature means 
that most of the electric energy in conventional 

incandescent bulbs comes out as infrared (heat), 
not visible, light. 

Recently, scientists at Superkinetic, Inc., of 
Sante Fe, N.M., have been experimenting with 
ceramic fibers to use instead of tungsten alloys for 
filaments in incandescent lamps. The potential ad¬ 
vantages include much higher energy efficiency, 
longer life, and greater durability. Since lighting 
accounts for about one-fifth of all electricity used 
in the United States, such a development could 
lead to significant energy and cost savings. 

The goal of current research is to produce 
ceramic filaments that can operate at tempera¬ 
tures some 500 degrees centigrade higher than is 
possible for tungsten-based filaments. The hotter 
the filament, the more visible light is produced. 
This means that the new lamps should offer 
significantly more visible light for the same energy 
input and produce better color rendition. 

Eventually, light bulbs made with these new 
filaments may replace conventional incandescent 
lamps and also compete with halogen lighting — 
providing greater efficiency at comparable cost — 
and with fluorescent lighting, providing better 
color rendition without the irritating hum. 

DON'T TAKE 
YOUR HOME WIRING FOR 

GRANTED. 
Wiring in your home can wear out, 

so it’s important to check your system 
regularly. 
• Make sure plugs and prongs aren’t loose 
or worn. 
• Never attempt to make home wiring 
improvements yourself — hire a qualified 
electrician. 
• Turn off any appliance that sputters or 
gives the slightest shock, and have it 
repaired. 
• Check electrical cords for frays or nicks, 
and have them repaired or replaced. 

Contact Menard Electric for more tips on heading off 
trouble before it starts. It’s the smart thing-to do. 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its regular monthly meeting Tuesday, 
February 22, 1994, in the office at Petersburg. The 
meeting was called to order at 6 p.m. Central 
Standard Time by president Warren D. Goetsch. 
Directors present in addition to Goetsch were 
Edward L. Allspach, Michael E. Carls, Morris L. 
Bell, Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. Martin and 
James G. Graff. Director Meredith L. Womer was 
absent. Also present were manager Dorland W. 
Smith, staff assistant Gerald E. .Hedberg and 
attorney Charles K. Smith. 

After the roll call, the agenda for the meeting 
was approved as presented. Minutes of the 
January 25, 1994, regular board meeting were 
approved as mailed to the board with the notice 
of this meeting. 

Earl L. Pillsbury presented the report on the 
Director Search Committee and recommended 
Roy H. Seaney fill the vacancy in District No. 1. 
After consideration, the board appointed Mr. 
Seaney as a director for District No. 1, to serve as 
such until the annual meeting held this June 4. 
At that time the members present will elect a 
director to fill the unexpired term created by the 
retirement of Carroll F. Cline. 

The Inventory of Work Orders for the month of 
January 1994 in the amount of $70,747.16 was 
approved. The board considered the approval of 
bills as represented by the list of checks no. 
111161 through no. 111554 that was mailed to 
the board with the notice of the meeting totaling 
$1,239,911.17. After discussion, the board ap¬ 
proved the payment of bills for the month of 
January. The board approved the application of 
44 new members and 17 service permits. The 
board then considered an agreement for under¬ 
ground service to a subdivision. After discussion, 
the agreement and note were approved. Manager 
Smith discussed a need to revise an agreement for 
underground service that was entered into in 

1993. After discussion, the board agreed to 
renegotiate the agreement and note with the sub¬ 
divider at a later date. 

Manager Smith presented the operating report 
for January 1994. Margins for the month of 
January were approximately $27,000 greater 
than the budget for the month, which gives the 
Cooperative a good start for 1994. TIER and debt 

service coverage goals continue to be at adequate 
levels and member equity is now over 38 percent. 
Due to the harsh winter weather, the outage sum¬ 
mary for January 1994 indicated about two and 
one-half times as many outages as in January 
1993. The safety report for January 1994 showed 
no recordable accidents or illnesses for the month. 
The board approved the manager’s report as 
presented. 

Manger Smith reviewed the REA Form 7 for the 
year ending December 31, 1993. 

The board approved the director’s special 
occasion vouchers for the month. They reviewed 
the uncollectible accounts and approved $819.09 
to be written off. 

Director Bell reported on the AIEC activities and 
the fact that this was Earl Struck’s first board 
meeting as general manager of AIEC. 

Director Carls reported on the Soyland activities 
and their recent board meeting and reminded the 
board of Soyland’s annual meeting to be held in 
Peoria on March 16. 

President Goetsch asked the directors and 
employees that attended the NRECA annual 
meeting for their comments. Several directors had 
attended a variety of activities at the annual 
meeting and they shared these in a report form 
with the other directors. 

Director Martin, chairman of the annual 
meeting committee, reported on the activities of 
the committee and polled the board for their 
reaction on several ideas. 

Director Martin reported on the progress of the 
remodeling of the Menichetti building. 

Staff assistant Hedberg reported on the capital 
credit estate refunds and the progress on a general 
refund to be made in 1994. 

Manager Smith reported on the Illinois Coopera¬ 
tive Workers Compensation Group, their recent 
activities and the successes they had attained to 
date. 

Under “Other Business” the legislative rally in 
Washington, D.C., May 1 through 4, was dis¬ 
cussed. Several directors indicated that they 
would be able to attend. 

The next meeting of the board will be held 
March 22, 1994, at 7 p.m.. Central Standard 
Time. There being no other business, the meeting 
adjourned at 9 p.m. 
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Co-op Comments 
With summer approaching, now would be a good 
time to have your air conditioner checked and 
cleaned. This will help it operate at its optimum 
efficiency so that this year’s cooling bills remain 

as low as possible. 
***** 

Mark your calendar now and plan to attend 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s 57th Annual Meet¬ 
ing. This year’s meeting will be held on Saturday, 
June 4, at the PORTA High School. Hope to see 
you there. 

Roy Seaney is new 
In February, the Cooperative’s board of direc¬ 

tors appointed Roy H. Seaney as the new director 
for District 1. Seaney will take over the seat for¬ 
merly held by Carroll F. Cline, who retired from 
the board in January. 

Seaney will serve as the director for District 1 
until the 1994 Annual Meeting, to be held on June 
4. At that time, a director will be elected by the 
membership to complete the remainder of Cline’s 
unexpired term. 

Roy has lived at rural route Tallula since 1985 
where he farms 700 acres and raises a few head 
of cattle. Roy was born and raised in the small 
rural town of Newfield, New York. He is a gradu¬ 
ate of Iowa State University with a BS in animal 
science. 

District 1 director 
During the last few 

years, Roy has become in¬ 
creasingly involved in the 
rural concerns of Menard 
County. He has served on 
the Menard County Soil & 
Water Conservation board 
where he was secretary-trea¬ 
surer for part of his tenure. 
Roy is currently a member 
of the Menard County Farm 
Bureau board. 

On behalf of the members, directors and em¬ 
ployees of Menard Electric Cooperative, we wel¬ 
come Roy to the Cooperative family and we look 
forward to working with him in the future. 

Seaney 

Clearance requirement for 
new buildings and bins 

Menard Electric Cooperative would like you 
to be aware of the minimum clearance require¬ 
ments of grain bins and buildings around our 
overhead conductors as required in the 1993 Na¬ 
tional Electrical Code. 

We urge you to have the site plan for the con¬ 
struction of any of these structures reviewed by 
our Engineering Department prior to any build¬ 
ing. 

This will assure both parties that the correct 
clearance requirements will be met. In going over 
the plan with our engineers, suggestions can be 
made concerning the layout so as to eliminate any 
problems that may arise during or after the erec¬ 

tion of the facility. Possibly shifting the new build¬ 
ing a few feet on the plot will exclude the reloca¬ 
tion of our line. 

If, as the only alternative, our facilities do have 
to be rerouted or revamped, the owner of the bin 
or building will be billed the cost and the service 
will not be connected until full payment of the 
invoice is paid. It is, however, cheaper and safer 
to do the work before the structure is built rather 
than after the fact. 

We strongly urge you to contact our Engineer¬ 
ing Department before any definite plans are con¬ 
cluded. It will save all concerned parties much 
anguish and frustration, and possibly a life. 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its regular monthly meeting Tuesday, March 
22, 1994, in the office at Petersburg. The meeting 
was called to order at 7:30 p.m. Central Standard 
Time by president Warren D. Goetsch. Directors 
present in addition to Goetsch were Edward L. 
Allspach, Michael E. Carls, Roy H. Seaney, Morris 
L. Bell, Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. Martin, James G. 
Graff and Meredith L. Worner. Also present were 
manager Borland W. Smith, staff assistant Gerald 
E. Hedberg, attorney Charles K. Smith and audi¬ 
tors Ross L. Quint and Brouk Dreyer. 

After the roll call, Roy H. Seaney was welcomed 
to the board room as the new director representing 
District No. 1, filling the seat vacated by Carroll F. 
Cline. After the introductions, the agenda for the 
meeting was approved with the addition of an item 
under “other business.” Minutes of the February 22, 
1994, regular board meeting and the minutes for the 
executive session held that same date were approved. 

The Inventory of Work Orders for the month of 
February 1994 in the amount of $76,030.06 was ap¬ 
proved. The board considered the approval of bills as 
represented by the list of checks no. 111555 through 
no. 112132, mailed to the board with the notice of the 
meeting totaling $1,335,033.47. After discussion, the 
board approved the payment of bills for the month of 
February. The board approved the application of 39 
new members and 15 service permits. 

President Goetsch introduced Ross L. Quint, 
representing the auditing firm of R.L. Quint Com¬ 
pany, who reviewed the 1993 annual financial au¬ 
dit with the board. Mr. Quint introduced his partner 
Brouk Dreyer and completed a detailed review of 
the 1993 audit. He commented that the books and 
records of the Cooperative were properly kept and 
showed the Cooperative to be in good financial con¬ 
dition. 

Manager Smith presented the operating report 
for February, 1994. Margins for the month of Feb¬ 
ruary were $60,000 greater than budget for the 
month. Year-to-date margins are approximately 
$88,000 over budget. The outage summary for the 
month of February indicated about twice as many 
outages as compared to the same period in 1993. 
Manager Smith added that most of the outages the 
Cooperative experienced were as a result of outages 
by our power suppliers. The safety report for Febru¬ 
ary 1994 indicated no recordable injuries or ill¬ 
nesses. Manager Smith presented the board with a 
20-year trend analysis, which graphically showed 
equity, power costs, kilowatt-hour consumption and 
other financial information. The board approved the 
manager’s report as presented. 

President Goetsch reviewed with the board R.L. 
Quint Company’s proposal for doing the audit for 
the Cooperative in 1994-95. After discussion, the 

board approved a two-year agreement with R.L. 
Quint Company. 

The board approved the director’s special occa¬ 
sion vouchers for the month. They reviewed the 
uncollectible accounts and approved $1,158.38 to 
be written off. 

Director Bell reported on the AIEC activities, and 
stated that AIEC is currently reviewing its board and 
employee policies. 

Director Carls reported on the Soyland activi¬ 
ties and their recent annual meeting. Other direc¬ 
tors attending Soyland’s annual meeting made some 
comments in regard to the meeting. 

Director Martin reported on the progress of 
Menard’s annual meeting to be held on June 4 at 
6:30 p.m. 

The board appointed the following as a nominat¬ 
ing committee to meet on April 7 to nominate direc¬ 
tors to be elected at the June 4 annual meeting. 
Named as the nominating committee were: Norman 
Stremsterfer, Greg Lepper, Vernon Anderson, John 
Leinberger, Charles Kellogg, Steve Leroy, John 
Tomlin, Kent Weatherby and Robert Lucas. Motion 
to appoint the nominating committee carried. 

Manager Smith reviewed for first reading a revi¬ 
sion of the policy manual for Group 2 employees in 
regard to personal or free days. The approval read¬ 
ing will be held next month. 

Manager Smith reviewed the Cooperative’s re¬ 
tirement program, which has had a moratorium on 
payments for the past seven years. NRECA has in¬ 
dicated the moratorium will be lifted beginning in 
July. After some review the board approved a change 
from an paying for past service cost over several 
years to paying these in one lump sum. 

The board considered a resolution renewing the 
Certification of Authority with REA. The renewed 
certificate and resolution will continue to authorize 
president Warren D. Goetsch, secretary Meredith L. 
Worner and manager Borland W. Smith to sign nec¬ 
essary papers in requesting the advance of loan 
funds. 

Director Martin, Chairman of the Building Com¬ 
mittee, commented on the progress of the renova¬ 
tion of the Menichetti building. The directors visited 
the facility prior to the board meeting and were 
pleased with the way the project was progressing. 

Gerald Hedberg reported on the status of the 
capital credit estate refunds. He reported that a gen¬ 
eral refund for the years 1951-52 should be com¬ 
pleted in early May. 

Manager Smith reviewed the activities of the Il¬ 
linois Cooperative Worker’s Compensation Group. 

The next meeting of the board will be held April 
26, at 7 p.m. Central Daylight Time. There being no 
further business the meeting adjourned at 11 p.m. 
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Attention farmers: Guy wires on utility 
poles can be hard to spot, when riding high 
atop large machinery. This year keep alert! 
Hitting these guys could damage your equip¬ 
ment and place you in a life threatening situ¬ 
ation. 

During power outages, 
help us help you 

With spring here 
we can all look for¬ 
ward to warmer 
temperatures and 
gentle spring show¬ 
ers. Unfortunately, 
these showers 
sometimes become 
anything but gentle, 
with high winds, 
damaging lightning, large hail, and in some cases, 
tornadoes. These storms can wreak havoc with 
Cooperative facilities. 

During these storms, many members call the 
Cooperative to report an outage and, unfortu¬ 
nately, receive a busy signal. We realize it can be 
frustrating for you to call and receive a busy sig¬ 
nal, but we ask for your patience, understanding 
and your help. 

The more calls we receive, the easier it be¬ 
comes for us to determine the extent of the trouble 
and the source of the outage, and the faster we 
can dispatch crews and repair the damage. You 
should not assume that your neighbors have re¬ 
ported the outage. They may have phone trouble 
or may not be home. Waiting to report an outage 
could mean unnecessary delay in having your 
service restored. So please, keep trying to call! 

We do ask that before you call you check your 
breakers and fuses. If they are OK, call your neigh¬ 
bor to see if they have power. Then call the Coop¬ 
erative and notify us of the trouble. Be sure to 
have your account number handy in order to help 
us with your location. We regret the inconve¬ 
niences of electrical outages, but with your help 
we will do everything possible to restore your elec¬ 
tric service quickly and safely. 

To report outages call 
1-800-872-1203 or 632-7746. 

Budget billing begins in June - sign up NOW! 
This year your Cooperative will once again of¬ 

fer budget billing to all Rate “A,” Farm and Resi¬ 
dential single-phase services. The budget billing 
plan is a method whereby a member is rendered 
equal monthly bills for a maximum of 11 months. 
The budget billing cycle will begin on the June 30 
bill and will end on the April 30 bill. The May 30 
bill shows credits or debits, depending upon 
whether the member’s usage was higher or lower 
than the estimated amount over the previous 11 
months. ' *. 

The monthly amounts are determined by es¬ 
timating the average kilowatt-hours used based 
on the actual usage of the previous 12 months. 
For new members, the budget amount will be de¬ 
termined from an estimated usage based on the 
best available data. 

If you have any questions or would like to ap¬ 
ply for the budget billing plan, please contact the 
Cooperative office and we will be glad to send you 
the necessary information. 
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Tornado safety tips 
When the Weather Bureau learns of tornado 

conditions, it issues a tornado watch. Should a 
tornado develop, it sends out a tornado warning. 
Here are some tips to keep in mind: 

•Plan ahead of time where to take shelter. 
•If you must be in the field, stay within 10 

minutes of your shelter. 
•When you learn that a tornado is headed your 

way, move to shelter. The safest place is an un¬ 
derground shelter. Because of the general direc¬ 

tion a tornado takes, the southwest corner is the 
safest. 

•If you are in a vehicle and see a funnel cloud 
approaching, try to leave the area as rapidly as 
possible. If you can’t escape the path of the tor¬ 
nado, stop and get away from the vehicle. Lie flat 
in a ravine or ditch and protect your head from 
flying debris. 

•It’s a good idea to take cover anytime you 
encounter an unusually severe storm. Darkness 
or heavy rain can obscure a funnel cloud and its 
best to take cover just in case. 

Larry Kyes retires 
On March 31, Lany Kyes 

retired after serving the 
Cooperative membership 
for nearly 30 1/2 years. 
Larry came to Menard 
Electric on October 29, 
1963, as a work order clerk 
and later became the 
stores clerk working in the 
warehouse. After complet¬ 
ing the Cooperative’s ap¬ 
prentice linemah program, 

he worked on a construction crew out of the 
Petersburg office. Upon the retirement of 
Charles Cowin, Larry was then promoted to the 

area serviceman for the Havana, Kilbourne, and 
Bath areas. 

Larry plans to spend time traveling and en¬ 
joying the great outdoors by hunting, fishing and 
mushroom hunting. He also plans to spend 
more time on his hobby of making stained glass. 

Over the years Lany has always been a dedi¬ 
cated and valuable employee. His knowledge, 
experience, and problem solving ability will be 
sorely missed. 

On behalf of the employees and directors, 
we wish Larry and his wife, Barb, many happy 
years of retirement. By the way, we would also 
like to congratulate Lany and Barb on their re¬ 
cent marriage. Best wishes and good luck!!!!!!!! 

Office closing 
Menard Electric Cooperative will be closed on Monday, May 30, in observance of Memorial 

Day. The office will resume normal business hours on Tuesday, May 31. 
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Co-op Comments 
Corey and Jodi Stone will be celebrating their 

5th wedding anniversary on June 10. Corey is a 
2nd year apprentice lineman for your Coopera¬ 
tive working on our line construction crew. 

***** 

On June 13, Earl and Gerrie Pillsbury will be 
celebrating their 40th wedding anniversary. Earl 
retired from Menard Electric in September of 1993. 
At the time of his retirement, Earl was the Special 
Services Coordinator for your Cooperative. 

Each year Menard Electric Cooperative sponsors two 
outstanding students from our service territory on a 
trip to Washington, D.C. This year’s participants were 
selected on April 13,1994, by a panel of three judges. 
Pictured above are Borland W. Smith, manager of 
Menard Electric Cooperative, Eric McKibbin, youth tour 
participant, Sara Baker, youth tour participant, Warren 
D. Goetsch, Menard Electric board president. Con¬ 
gratulations to both Sara and Eric. 

57th Annual Meeting 
On Saturday, June 4, 1994, Menard Electric 

Cooperative will hold its 57th Annual Meeting of 
Members. This year’s meeting will be at the PORTA 
High School located at the west edge of Peters¬ 
burg. Prior to the business meeting, there will be 
a free pork chop dinner served by the Mason 
County Pork Producers Association. The business 
meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. 

Members will elect three directors for three- 
year terms each and one director for a one-year 
term. Members in attendance will also hear re¬ 
ports from the manager and officers of the board. 

The Cooperative will once again have a bar¬ 
gain table where small appliances will be offered 
to members at reduced prices. 

Menard Electric Cooperative was organized 58 
years ago by a group of concerned citizens living 
in the rural areas of central Illinois. These citi¬ 
zens had a simple goal — to improve the quality 
of life in the rural areas in which they lived. Your 
Cooperative is run under a democratic philoso¬ 
phy, whereby those who receive service from the 
Cooperative are responsible for electing a board 
of directors who establish policies to ensure the 
Cooperative’s future. 

As a result of this democratic philosophy, 
Menard Electric Cooperative has continued to 
survive and become a successful part in shaping 
the rural areas of central Illinois. 

Through your help, this success can continue 
well into the future. Why not mark your calendar 
now and join your friends and neighbors at 
Menard Electric’s 57th Annual Meeting. See you 
on June 4!!! 

Electricity is safest fuel for homes 
According to a recent study conducted by En¬ 

ergy Research Group (ERG), electricity is the safest 
fuel for residential energy use. In its study, ERG 
compared the risks of using gas, wood, coal, oil, kero¬ 
sene and electricity for residential energy needs. 

The research revealed that risk of fatality from 
wood- and coal-fired systems is 15 times greater than 

from electricity, and gas-fired systems are nearly two 
and a half times more dangerous than electric sys¬ 
tems. The findings were based on detailed calcula¬ 
tions of the annual fatality knd injury risks for three 
major residential energy end-uses: space heating, 
water heating and cooking. 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of direc¬ 

tors held its regular monthly meeting Tuesday, 
April 26, 1994, in the office at Petersburg. The 
meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. Central Stan¬ 
dard Time by president Warren D. Goetsch. Di¬ 
rectors present in addition to Goetsch were 
Edward L. Allspach, Michael E. Carls, Roy H. 
Seaney, Morris L. Bell, Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. 
Martin, James G. Graff and Meredith L. Worner. 
Also present were manager Borland W. Smith, 
staff assistant Gerald E. Hedberg, and attorney 
Charles K. Smith. 

After roll call the agenda for the meeting was 
approved. The minutes of the March 22, 1994, 
board meeting were approved as mailed to the 
board with the notice of the meeting. 

The Inventory of Work Orders for the month 
of March 1994 in the amount of $75,683.95 was 
approved. The board considered the approval of 
bills as represented by the list of checks no. 
112133 through no. 112698 in the amount of 
$2,447,583.21. After discussion and questions, 
the board approved the payment of bills for the 
month of March. The board approved 56 new ap¬ 
plications for membership and 13 applications for 
service permits. 

Manager Smith presented the Operating Re¬ 
port for the month of March. Margins for the 
month were approximately $72,000 less than were 
budgeted. However, year-to-date margins are ap¬ 
proximately $16,000 over budget. The outage 
summaiy for the month of March indicated no lost 
time accidents or illnesses. One additional item 
on the Manager’s Report was a review of the rev¬ 
enue per kilowatt-hour comparisons for all the 
Illinois distribution cooperatives. The Manager’s 
Report was approved as presented. 

The board approved one electric service agree¬ 
ment. The board approved the director’s special 
occasion vouchers for the month. The Member 

Services Quarterly Report was viewed and ap¬ 
proved as presented. 

The board approved a contribution to the 
M.A.R.E.D. Economic Development Committee. 
The irrigation procedures were reviewed for 1994 
and the board approved the staffs recommenda¬ 
tions. 

Director Bell reported on the activities of AIEC 
and their recent board meeting. 

Director Martin attended the April Soyland 
board meeting as the alternate delegate and re¬ 
ported on the activities of Soyland and the recent 
board meeting. 

The board approved the revision to the policy 
on personal or free days. 

The Annual Meeting Committee report was 
given by vice president Martin and the time table 
for printing and mailing the notices was reviewed 
by the board. 

Building Committee chairman Martin updated 
the board on completion of the remodeling of the 
Menichetti building and the moving of the Engi¬ 
neering Department into that space. 

Gerald Hedberg reported on the capital credit 
general refund and the status of refunds to sev¬ 
eral estates. 

Manager Smith reported on the first quarter 
activities of the Illinois Cooperative Workers Com¬ 
pensation Group, which showed a fewer than ex¬ 
pected number of claims and the amount paid out 
to be less than budgeted. 

Under “other business” manager Smith ad¬ 
vised the board that the Cooperative’s environ¬ 
mental and labor affairs attorney, Warren D. 
Krebs, had changed firms but was still represent¬ 
ing the Cooperative in those matters. 

There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned at 10:30 p.m. The next regular monthly 
meeting will be Tuesday, May 24, 1994, at 7 p.m. 
central daylight time. 

f   \ 

Truck bids now being accepted 
Your Cooperative is accepting sealed bids ity bed. 

on three 3/4 ton pickup trucks, and one util- For those interested, the trucks will be 
on display at the Cooperative office from 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
All bids need to be submitted to the Coop¬ 
erative by 4:30 p.m. on June 16, 1994. Bids 
received will be opened on Friday, June 17. 

The Cooperative reserves the right to re¬ 
ject any and all bids. 

V  j J 
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Electricity purchases by agriculture 
If recent trends are any indication, U.S. farm¬ 

ers will continue to purchase more than 2.6 billion 
dollars worth of electricity each year to maintain 
our nation’s agricultural output. These figures 
come from the USDA Economic Research Service, 

which surveys hundreds of farmers each year and 
asks them to list electricity expenditures for farm 
use, excluding the home. The results of these sur¬ 
veys, combined with input from the Census of Ag¬ 
riculture, provide an excellent measurement of 

electricity purchases by the U.S. farm 
sector. The figures shown below are re¬ 
vised estimates from USDA, reflecting 
an increase in earlier reported figures. 

To many, this trend of increasing 
expenditures may seem to contradict 
reports of declining farm numbers. But 
electricity expenditures are linked to 
total farm sector output, not to total 
number of full-time operators. Even 
with fewer farmers, the increase in the 
size of individual farms, level of mecha¬ 
nization, and commodity output is as 
large or larger than ever. Therefore, 
agriculture’s total purchase of electric¬ 
ity will continue to grow as long as there 
are more bushels of grain to be dried, 
gallons of milk to be produced, acres of 
land to be irrigated, and pounds of beef, 
pork and poultry to be grown. 

Electricity Expenditures 
for U.S. Farm Production 

2.24 billion 

2.16 billion 

2.36 billion 

2.65 billion 

2.61 billion 

2.63 billion 

2.61 billion 

2.7 billion estimate 
T 
3 Billions of Dollars 

Electricity is safest fuel for homes 
According to a recent study conducted by En¬ 

ergy Research Group (ERG), electricity is the saf¬ 
est fuel for residential energy use. In its study, ERG 
compared the risks of using gas, wood, coal, oil, 
kerosene and electricity for residential energy 
needs. 

The research revealed that risk of fatality from 
wood- and coal-fired systems is 15 times greater 

than from electricity, and gas-fired systems are 
nearly two and a half times more dangerous than 
electric systems. The findings were based on de¬ 
tailed calculations of the annual fatality and in¬ 
jury risks for three major residential energy 
end-uses: space heating, water heating and cook¬ 
ing. 

Co-op idea catching on — again 
Small businesses, fighting to survive in a tough 

economy, are increasingly turning to cooperatives 
to handle bulk purchases, health insurance, mar¬ 
keting and employee training. 

“People are looking for ways to compete against 
big chains and multinational corporations,” says 
Paul Hazen, vice president of membership services 
for the Washington, D.C.-based National Coopera¬ 
tive Business Association. Business cooperatives 
can offer small businesses advantages such as 
lower-priced bulk purchases. 

Traditionally, agricultural cooperatives have 
provided farmers with a way of saving money on 
grain and other supplies. But urban businesses 
have been slower to see the advantage of working 
in groups — until now. 

“It’s all happening from the bottom up,” says 
Hazen. “Businesses are saying, ‘How can we solve 
this problem?’ Then they suddenly discover coop¬ 
eratives.” 

Even franchise businesses, which generally 
operate independently of their namesake compa¬ 
nies, have turned to cooperatives. A company called 
America’s Favorite Chicken, for example, recently 
formed a purchasing cooperative so that its fran¬ 
chises could buy chicken. “They can guarantee the 
volume, so the price is lower,” Hazen says. 

Other bulk purchasing cooperatives have been 
formed in telecommunications, pet supplies, phar¬ 
maceuticals and security systems. 

from Rural Electrification Magazine 

— February 1994 
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Geothermal advantages 
•Low oper¬ 

ating cost 
with efficien¬ 
cies of 300 
percent to 
400 percent. 
• Provides a 

large portion 
of your do¬ 
mestic hot 
water re¬ 

quirements for just pennies. 
• Qualifying homes are eligible for Menard 

Electric’s geothermal rate which is in effect for the 

billing months of October through May. Under the 
rate, all kilowatt-hours used over 1,000 are at 5 
cents per kilowatt-hour. 

• A one-time rebate from Menard Electric Co¬ 
operative for $333 per ton. 

• A one-time rebate of $500 for a qualified in¬ 
stallation of a geothermal system from Soyland 
Power Cooperative. 

• Because there is no flue, the system is envi¬ 
ronmentally safe. 

• Menard Electric Cooperative can provide a 
free energy analysis and estimated cost for any 
member who would be interested in a geothermal 
system. 

Budget billing begins in June — 
This year your Cooperative will once again of¬ 

fer budget billing to all Rate “A,” Farm and Resi¬ 
dential single-phase services. The budget billing 
plan is a method whereby a member is rendered 
equal monthly bills for a maximum of 11 months. 
The budget billing cycle will begin on the June 30 
bill and will end on the April 30 bill. The May 30 
bill shows credits or debits, depending upon 
whether the member’s usage was higher or lower 
than the estimated amount over the previous 11 
months. 

The monthly amounts are determined by es¬ 
timating the average kilowatt-hours used based 

sign up NOW! 
on the actual usage of the previous 12 months. 
For new members, the budget amount will be de¬ 
termined from an estimated usage based on the 
best available data. 

If you have any questions or would like 
to apply for the budget billing plan, 
please contact the Cooperative of¬ 
fice and we will be glad 
to send you 
the neces¬ 
sary infor¬ 
mation. 

Have 
Some 
Respect. 

Especially near power lines! 
Make sure you fly your kite in wide open 
spaces. Don't climb trees around power 
lines or raise a ladder or pipe without 
looking up. Be careful when you adjust 
your roof antenna. 

Be smart and play it safe. Give 
power lines the respect they deserve. 

And please contact us for more 
information about safety and electricity. 

IVe 're here to help. 
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Dorland W. Smith, right, manager of Menard Electric Cooperative, welcomes Roy H. Seaney of Tallula 
after his election to a one-year term on the cooperative’s governing board. Seaney was elected to fill the 
unexpired portion of the term of former director Carroll F. Cline, who resigned. Other directors reelected 
to three-year terms on the Menard board at the 57th Annual Meeting of cooperative members were, from 
left, Gary L. Martin of Alexander, Edward L. Alispach of Mt. Pulaski and Morris L. Bell of Chandlerville. 

Roy Seaney elected to board 
A Tallula area farmer was elected to a one- 

year term on the board of directors of Menard Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, and three veteran directors were 
reelected to three-year terms on the cooperative’s 
governing board. The elections were conducted 
during the 57th annual meeting of Menard Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative held Saturday evening, June 4, 
in Petersburg. 

Roy H. Seaney of Tallula was elected to the 
one-year term to replace former director Carroll 
F. Cline, who resigned from the board earlier this 
year. Directors reelected are Gary L. Martin of 

Alexander, Morris L. Bell of Chandlerville and 
Edward L. Alispach of Mt. Pulaski. Some 700 mem¬ 
bers and guests attended the cooperative’s annual 
meeting. 

Members were advised that, for the first time 
in many years, Menard Electric Cooperative did 
not experience any extraordinary expenses dur¬ 
ing 1993. Therefore, the cooperative was able to 
end the year with $633,000 in operating margins 
on total revenues of $13.5 million. Cooperative 
treasurer Robert I. Brauer of Oakford told mem¬ 
bers that total revenue last year was up 6.1 per- 
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A pork chop dinner, served by the Mason County Pork Producers, was provided to members by the 
cooperative. 

cent while power costs increased only 2.2 percent. 
Menard Electric Cooperative saw continued 

growth in 1993 with 178 new services connected 
to the cooperative to bring total services to more 
than 9,000 accounts. 

In their annual report to members, Dorland 
W. Smith, general manager, and Warren D. 
Goetsch of Williamsville, board president, advised 
members that the cooperative is currently study¬ 
ing ways the cooperative could help address a 
number of rural issues such as health care, com¬ 
munications, education and crime prevention. “We 
are now eligible for loans to help improve water 
supplies and waste water treatment as well as 
other economic development issues,” Smith and 
Goetsch said in their management report to mem¬ 
bers. This is the result of the reorganization of 

the U.S. Department of Agriculture that was re¬ 
cently signed into law by President Clinton. 

Many critics have said that the Rural Electri¬ 
fication Administration, the primary source of 
capital improvement loans for electric coopera¬ 
tives, is no longer needed. “This is like saying that 
the highways have been built so we don’t need a 
highway department anymore,” Smith and 
Goetsch said. Rather than eliminating the REA 
program, the federal government has given REA 
new assignments as part of the reorganization of 
the USDA. 

Members were also advised that the coopera¬ 
tive had returned $98,900 in capital credits dur¬ 
ing 1993 and is making a general retirement of 
capital credits this year to all members who re¬ 
ceived service from the cooperative during 1951 

and 1952. Capital credits repre¬ 
sent the excess of income over 
expenses in an electric coopera¬ 
tive and are assigned to mem¬ 
bers based on the amount of 
electricity used during a year. 
Total capital credit retirements 
planned during 1994 are 
$158,000. 

At the conclusion of the an¬ 
nual meeting, the board of the 
directors met to reorganize for 
the coming year. Officers were 
reelected: Goetsch, president; 
Martin, vice president; Brauer, 
treasurer; and Meredith L. 
Worner of Manito, secretary. 

WaterFurnace Midwest staffed a booth and distributed literature 
about geothermal heat pump systems. 
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Co-op Comments 

Terry and Jane Cutright of rural Petersburg 
will be celebrating their 25th wedding anniversary 
on June 28. Terry is the area serviceman for the 
Petersburg/Oakford/Greenview and Tallula areas. 

***** 

Chris and Thelma Hinton of Petersburg were 
blessed with the arrival of a son on Tuesday, May 
10. Jacob Paul weighed in at 7 pounds, 8 ounces. 
He was welcomed home by an older brother, 
Jeramey, and two sisters, Cindy and Sarah. On 
behalf of the Cooperative, we would like to con¬ 
gratulate Chris and Thelma on their new arrival 
and welcome Jacob Paul Hinton to the Coopera¬ 
tive family. 

Your Cooperative must have access 
to its equipment! 

It has been brought to our attention that ac¬ 
cess to Cooperative equipment is becoming diffi¬ 
cult in some locations. This equipment includes 
meters, underground cable, transformers and in 
some cases, overhead lines. 

In situations where equipment cannot be 
reached because of overgrown trees, newly built 
fences, patios, etc., Menard Electric Cooperative 
may have to enforce its “Right of Access” policy. 
This policy states that authorized representatives 
of the Cooperative shall have the right of access 
to the premises of the member at all reasonable 
times for the purpose of reading, testing or inspect¬ 
ing meters, connecting or disconnecting service, 
inspection of wiring and apparatus, and making 
repairs on lines or rights-of-way. Unreasonable 
deterrents to access of Cooperative facilities shall 
cause the service to be disconnected. 

In order to avoid this situation, please take a 
moment to look around and be sure that the flow¬ 
ers, bushes and/or trees you are planting will not 

interfere in overhead lines and are not in the right- 
of-way. Foliage that is planted in the right-of-way 
may be damaged in the event Cooperative facili¬ 
ties need to be worked on or inspected in the fu¬ 
ture. 

Should you have questions or concern, please 
feel free to contact the Cooperative office. 

In memoriam 

Harold “Bud” Brunk 

Harold “Bud” Brunk, 82, 
of Panasoffkee, Fla., a retired 
Menard Electric employee, 
died Monday, May 2, 1994. 

Bud retired from your 
Cooperative in April of 1974, 
after serving the membership 
for 25 1/2 years. During his 
employment. Bud worked as 
a groundman, a journeyman 
lineman, and at the time of 
his retirement was our store 
clerk. 

For most of his life, he 
lived in the Virginia/Mason 
City areas and moved to 
Florida shortly after his re¬ 
tirement from the Coopera¬ 
tive. 

He was a veteran of the 
U.S. Army and was a mem¬ 
ber of the V.F.W., the D.A.V. 
and Lake Panasoffke Moose 
Lodge. 

He is survived by his 
brother-in-law, Charles 
Cowin of Petersburg, and 
numerous cousins. 

Bud was an individual 
who always greeted people 
with a smile and never met a 
stranger. He will be missed 
by everyone in the Coopera¬ 
tive family. 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of direc¬ 

tors held its regular monthly meeting Tuesday, 
May 24, 1994, in the office at Petersburg. The 
meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. Central Day¬ 
light Time by president Warren D. Goetsch. Di¬ 
rectors present in addition to Goetsch were 
Edward L. Allspach, Michael E. Carls, Roy H. 
Seaney, Morris L. Bell, Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. 
Martin, James G. Graff and Meredith L. Worner. 
Also present were manager Borland W. Smith, staff 
assistant Gerald E. Hedberg, and attorney Charles 
K. Smith. 

The meeting agenda was approved with addi¬ 
tion of an item on Missouri Electric Works under 
“other business.” Minutes of the April 26, 1994, 
board meeting were approved as mailed with the 
notice of the meeting. 

Inventory of Work Orders for April, 1994 in the 
amount of $61,114.22 was approved. The board 
considered the approval of bills as represented by 
the list of checks no. 112699 through no. 112961 
in the amount of $1,087,359.20. After discussion 
and questions, the board approved the payment 
of bills for the month of April. The board approved 
57 new applications for membership and 13 ap¬ 
plications for service permits. 

Kevin Bernson, video specialist from the AIEC, 
entered the board room to video tape a segment 
of the board session. Bernson also played, for the 
board’s comments, a video that will be aired at 
the annual meeting. 

Manager Smith presented the Operating Re¬ 
port for the month of April. Margins for the month 
were approximately $18,000 under budget with 
the year-to-date being near budget. The Outage 
Summary for the month of April was reviewed. The 
Safety Report indicated there were no lost time 
accidents or illnesses for the month of April. Man¬ 
ager Smith did comment on the accident that had 
occurred earlier in the day and indicated the board 
would be briefed in full next month. The Manager’s 
Report was approved as presented. 

The board passed a resolution changing the 
corporate credit card from a MasterCard to a Visa 
card with the Havana National Bank. 

Five agreements for electric service were ap¬ 

proved. The director’s special occasion vouchers 
for the month were reviewed and approved. The 
board reviewed the uncollectible accounts for the 
month and approved the list as presented to be 
written off. 

Director Bell reported on the activities of the 
AIEC, adding comment that dues budgeted for 
1994-95 are about $20,000 less than the previ¬ 
ous year. 

Director Carls reported on the recent activi¬ 
ties of Soyland Power Cooperative. He reported 
that Kent Wick, manager of Soyland, has pre¬ 
sented his resignation effective June 1, 1994. The 
board has appointed a Search Committee and is 
actively pursuing a replacement. 

Director Bell and manager Smith attended a 
Rural Agenda Seminar in Washington, D.C., while 
representing the Cooperative at the annual Legis¬ 
lative Conference. They reported on the activities 
of both the Legislative Rally and the Rural Semi¬ 
nar. 

Director Martin reported on the activities of 
the Annual Meeting Committee and stated there 
would be a staff and officers meeting at 1:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, June 1, to finalize annual meeting 
plans. 

Staff assistant Hedberg reported on the recent 
general refund of capital credits that were mailed 
on Monday, May 23, and the status of estate re¬ 
funds. 

Manager Smith reported on the activities of 
the newly formed Illinois Cooperative Workers 
Compensation Group and noted that incidences, 
and payments, were occurring less than what the 
group had budgeted. 

Under “other business” the agenda item added 
regarding Missouri Electric Works and the at¬ 
tempted settlement with the insurance company 
was discussed. After consideration, manager 
Smith was given direction to pursue with the at¬ 
torney a settlement with the electric company. 

The next regular meeting of the board will be 
held June 28, 1994, at 7 p.m. central daylight time. 

There being no other business, the meeting 
adjourned at 10:30 p.m. 
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Co-op Comments 
David and Audrey Atterberry will celebrate 

their 40th wedding anniversary on August 8. 
David is a retired employee of Menard Electric, 
having served our members for over 40 years. Most 
of that time, Dave was the area serviceman for 
the Riverton, Buffalo, Illiopolis and Mechanicsburg 
areas. 

On August 19, Randy Avery will have com¬ 
pleted 20 years of employment with your Coop¬ 
erative. Randy is a crew leader working on the 
line construction crew. 

***** 

On June 1, Kevin D. Keiser was promoted to a 
member of your Cooperative’s staff. Kevin’s re¬ 
sponsibilities will be to oversee the member ser¬ 
vices department. 

How to calculate capital credits 
Menard Electric is a member-owned coopera¬ 

tive, and thus assigns margins (income minus 
expenses) to members on a pro-rated basis. For 
fiscal year 1993, the allocation factor is 
.0490822371. To determine the amount of capi¬ 
tal credits on an individual account, multiply the 

above factor by the amount paid for electricity, 
excluding tax. As an example, energy payments 
of $1,000 x .0490822371 = $49.08. 

If you would like to know more about the as¬ 
signed capital credits to your account, please con¬ 
tact the Cooperative office. 

Geothermal field day to be held August 11 
12 Noon - 7 p.m. 

There will be a geothermal field day on August 11 
from 12 noon to 7 p.m. sponsored by Marshall Collins 
Plumbing and Heat- Pleasant Plains 

  5 miles — 

A 
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ing of Petersburg and 
WaterFurnace Mid¬ 
west of Jacksonville. 

If you are inter¬ 
ested and would like 
to find out more 
about a geothermal 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of direc¬ 

tors held its regular monthly meeting Tuesday, 
June 28, 1994, in the office at Petersburg. The 
meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. Central Day¬ 
light Time by president Warren D. Goetsch. Di¬ 
rectors present in addition to Goetsch were Ed¬ 
ward L. Allspach, Michael E. Carls, Roy H. Seaney, 
Morris L. Bell, Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. Martin, 
James G. Graff and Meredith L. Worner. Also 
present were manager Borland W. Smith, staff 
assistant Gerald E. Hedberg, member services 
adviser Kevin D. Keiser, and attorney Charles K. 
Smith. 

The meeting agenda was approved with the 
addition of an item on Menard Golf Association, 
entered under “other business.” Minutes of the 
May 24, 1994, board meeting were approved as 
corrected from the copies that were mailed with 
the notice of the meeting. 

The Inventory of Work Orders for May 1994 in 
the amount of $85,580.14 was approved. The 
board considered the approval of bills as repre¬ 
sented by the list of checks no. 112962 through 
no. 113226 in the amount of $2,048,215.98. Af¬ 
ter discussion and questions, the board approved 
the payment of bills for the month of May. The 
board approved 66 new applications for member¬ 
ship and 9 applications for service permits. 

Manager Smith presented the Operating Re¬ 
port for the month of May. Margins for the month 
were approximately $45,000 under budget, mak¬ 
ing the year-to-date margins under budget by 
approximately the same amount. The outage sum¬ 
mary for the month of May was reviewed. Due to 
the increased number of storms over the same 
period last year, the number of outages and total 
outage hours exceed 1993. The safety report in¬ 
dicated there was one lost time accident occur¬ 
ring in the month of May. Manager Smith had 
commented on this accident at last month’s board 
meeting and again briefed the board on the acci¬ 
dent and what safety procedures had been vio¬ 
lated. The manager’s report was approved as pre¬ 
sented. 

Manager Smith then discussed with the board 
the efforts of attorney Warren D. Krebs in obtain¬ 
ing a settlement with the insurance companies 
on the Missouri Electric Works/EPA cleanup. 
During the discussion the board agreed to set lim¬ 
its on what they would accept as a settlement from 
the insurance company. 

Member services adviser Keiser then reviewed 
with the board the new Certified Comfort Home 
Program, how and why it was developed and made 
some suggestions to the board on how the Coop¬ 
erative might use this in their promotional pro¬ 
grams. 

The director’s special occasion vouchers for 
the month were reviewed and approved. 

Vice president Martin then reviewed with the 
board the recent annual meeting. Keiser also com¬ 
mented on attendance, proxies and the success 
of the meeting. 

Director Bell reported on the activities of the 
AIEC. He commented that the budget for 1994/ 
95 had been adopted by the AIEC board and that 
the Cooperative dues would be lower than they 
were the previous year. The board considered the 
AIEC dues and recommended that the manager 
pay these dues in two payments — July 1 and 
January 1, 1995. 

Director Carls reported on the Soyland activi¬ 
ties. 

The board then considered board meeting 
dates and times for the 1994/95 board meetings. 
The board will meet on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. local time excepting three months 
conflicting with the NRECA annual meeting and 
the AIEC annual meeting. 

The board reviewed the appointment of board 
members and delegates for the various AIEC, 
NRECA, CFC and NRTC meetings. The president 
appointed the members to the various standing 
committees. 

Manager Smith requested the board consider 
contributing again to the CFC Integrity Fund for 
the fiscal year 1994/95. Upon discussion the 
board agreed to contribute 5 percent of the capi¬ 
tal credits to be received from CFC as a contribu¬ 
tion to the CFC Integrity Fund. 

Manager Smith also reported on the recent 
CFC rebate, thereby reducing the Cooperative’s 
interest rate on their CFC loans for the year 1993- 
94. 

The board reviewed the recent billing for 
NRECA dues and agreed on payment of same. 

Building Committee chairman Martin reported 
on the recent Building Committee meeting. The 
committee had approved the replacement of the 
vault fire door and some general redecoration. The 
board considered changes to the underground 
service policy and approved the first reading to 
these changes. 

Staff assistant Hedberg reported on the capi¬ 
tal credit refunds and the current estate refunds. 

Manager Smith reported on the activities of 
the Illinois Cooperative Workers Compensation 
Group. 

Under “other business” the board discussed 
the request of the Menard Golf Association to re¬ 
locate a line to accommodate addition of nine holes 
to the Shambolee Golf Course. After some discus¬ 
sion, the board agreed to modification of the 
Cooperative’s system. 

The next regular meeting of the board will be 
held July 26, 1994, at 7 p.m. central daylight time. 
There being no other business the meeting ad¬ 
journed at 10:30 p.m. 
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Electric use continues even during vacation 
A question commonly asked by members dur¬ 

ing the summer months: “My family and I were 
on vacation for two weeks last month, why isn’t 
my electric bill lower?” 

This is a difficult question to answer because 
there are a number of situations that could con¬ 
tribute to the bill remaining higher than was an¬ 
ticipated, One factor could be that the days you 
were away from home fell “between” two billing 
periods. Another cause could have been an in¬ 
creased use of air conditioning and/or washing 
and drying before and after your vacation. Keep 
in mind that while you are away there are still 

some appliances that continue to operate, such 
as your refrigerator, freezer, water heater, and 
possibly the air conditioning or furnace. 

To save energy while you are away, turn your 
air conditioner off or at least set the thermostat 
at a higher setting. Turn down the thermostat of 
your water heater and use timers on your lights 
instead of leaving them on all day. 

As you can see there are a number of vari¬ 
ables which can be attributed to your usage and 
these are only a few possibilities. If you have any 
questions or comments about your electric bill, 
please feel free to contact your Cooperative office. 

Rebate for electric water heater 
Menard Electric Cooperative is continuing 

what has become a very successful program with 
Cooperative members. Any member who installs 
an electric water heater with a 40-gallon storage 
capacity or larger and enrolls in the Cooperative’s 
Load Management Program for water heaters will 
receive a minimum of $150. 

Members who install this new water heater in 
a newly built structure or replace an existing gas- 
fired unit will receive a one-time rebate of $175. 

If you would like more information about the 
program, please contact the Cooperative office. If 
you have recently installed a water heater and 
would like to have an employee stop by and visu¬ 
ally verify the installation and begin the rebate 

process, please complete the information re¬ 
quested below and return it to the Cooperative 
office. 

\ 1 
| Name    | 

Account Number   j 

Daytime Telephone Number  . 

Brand Name of Water Heater   I 

Size  — ■ 
i i 

Water heater load management program 
To date, more than 650 members have cho¬ 

sen to install a load management control device 
on their electric water heater. Due, in part to their 
interest, Menard Electric Cooperative has had the 
ability to lower its peak demand occurring be¬ 
tween June 15 and September 15, thus helping 
to lower our wholesale power cost. 

We encourage all members who have an elec¬ 
tric water heater and are not on our Load Man¬ 
agement Program to contact the Cooperative of¬ 
fice. In addition to helping lower our wholesale 

power cost, individuals enrolled in the program 
will also receive a 3 cent per kilowatt-hour reduc¬ 
tion on their electric bill from kilowatt-hour 600 
to 1,000 every month of the year. This could mean 
up to $144 annually saved on your electric bill. 

If you would like to have additional informa¬ 
tion or would like to enroll in this program, please 
complete the information requested below and 
return it to the Cooperative office or contact the 
Members Services Department at 1-800-872-1203 
or 217/632-7746. 

\ 1 
 Yes, I am interested in the hot water load management control. 

Name   

Address  

Account Number   

Telephone Number   
i i 
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Annual Meeting prize winners 
Attendance prizes - 57th Annual Meeting 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
June 4y 1994 

Supplier Gifts 
Brownstown Electric — Assortment of spices — Harmel Farms, Inc., Topeka 
Burton Tree — Electric weed trimmer — Robert L. Ratliff, Petersburg 
Electric Lab — Black & Decker mixer — Robert A. Dunton, Topeka 
Fletcher Reinhardt Co. — Electric fan — E.F. Kramer, Riverton 
R.R. Kinyon — Pad holder w/calculator — Wm. Moldenhauer, Topeka 
U.S. Electric — Ceiling fan — Paul M. Tomlin, Easton 
WaterFurnace — 6-outlet surge suppressor — Tom Hollinshead, Williamsville 
WaterFurnace — 3-speed electric mixer — Philip Turenne, Petersburg 
WaterFurnace — Home lifesaving kit — Glenn Squires, Tallula 

Menard Electric Cooperative prizes 
Eugene Geiss Chandlerville Rival indoor electric grill 
Sandra Hall Petersburg Rival cookie & snack maker 
Wayne Henderson Williamsville West Bend bread maker (Early Bird) 
Glenn & B.J. Herzberger Bluff Springs West Bend slow cooker 
Melvin Jacob Green Valley Hamilton Beach electric knife 
Harold Kaehlert Dawson Pollenex air filter 
Lincolcn Land F.S. Springfield Sunbeam digital scale 
Edwin C. Lounsberry Jacksonville West Bend electric skillet 
Ora L. Martin Green Valley Portable electric fan 
Roy G. Ryder Havana West Bend coffeemaker 
Nile E. Sanert Petersburg West Bend yogurt maker 
Kenneth H. Schaad Chandlerville Hamilton Beach drink master 
John Schafer Mason City West Bend power peeler 
Zane Shelton Middletown Rival electric food slicer 
Frances E. Stapleton Ashland West Bend electric griddle 
James Underwood Peoria Rival 2-slice toaster 
James Walker Kilbourne Rival can opener 

Proxy prizes 
Martin Claussen Oakford Coleman flashlight set 
Carolyn Pettit Tallula Coleman flashlight set 
J. Weldon Renken San Jose Coleman flashlight set 
Daniel A. Roat Havana Coleman flashlight set 
Nellie M. Sheehan Mt. Pulaski Coleman flashlight set 

Faucet aerator easy to install and saves money 
A simple, low-cost gadget that can cut power 

costs is the faucet aerator. 
It is as easy to install on a kitchen or bath¬ 

room faucet as a replacement showerhead. The 
principle is a simple one. By mixing the water flow 
with air (aerating), this little device can conserve 
surprising amounts of the energy used to heat hot 
water. 

At a cost of from $3 to $8, these devices can 

pay for themselves in as little as 30 to 60 days. 
To install an aerator, you need only a few min¬ 

utes and a wrench. 
How about the water flow? Aerators produce 

a fine, even spray. It may be a little less forceful, 
but as the gadgets themselves improve, the flow 
of water they produce now over earlier models is 
much more pleasing. 
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Co-op Comments 
With fall just around the corner, now would be 

a good time to replace the air filter on your fur¬ 
nace. Remember, having a clear air filter helps in¬ 
crease the efficiency of your forced air furnace, thus 
helping reduce your operating costs this fall and 
winter. 

***** 

While the weather is still relatively mild, the 
Cooperative encourages everyone to check for 
cracks around all openings of your home. Caulk¬ 
ing and installing weather stripping around win¬ 
dows and doors can provide a 5 to 15 percent 
savings, depending upon the condition of your 
home. If you would like more tips on how to save 

energy this fall and winter, please feel free to con¬ 
tact the Member Services Department at the Co¬ 
operative office. 

***** / 

If your old water heater is on its way out and 
you are thinking of replacing it with a more effi¬ 
cient unit, Menard Electric Cooperative would like 
to help. Members who install an electric water 
heater with a 40-gallon (or larger) storage capacity 
and enroll in our Load Management Program can 
receive a rebate of $150. 

For members who install a new electric water 
heater that replaces a gas unit, there is a $175 
rebate. 

If you would like to find out more information 
about how you can qualify, please feel free to con¬ 
tact the Cooperative office. 

New incentive rates begin in September 
Beginning with the meter reading in Septem¬ 

ber, the new geothermal rate and electric heat rate 
will begin. Both rates are designed to help promote 
kilowatt-hour sales, while at the same time mak¬ 
ing electric heat and geothermal heating an even 
greater value. 

To qualify for the geothermal rate, members 
must have an all-electric home and use a geother¬ 
mal system for their primary source of heat. Mem¬ 
bers meeting these requirements will be billed at 5 
cents per kilowatt-hour for kilowatt-hours used 
between 1,000 and 6,000 during the billing months 
of October through May. Members who are already 
on the geothermal rate in years past will automati¬ 
cally qualify for this new rate. 

The new electric heat rate will be available to 

all members who use electric heat as their primary 
source of heat. Those members who have received 
electric heat rebates during December, January 
and February in past years will be placed on this 
rate from this point on. Under the rate, kilowatt- 
hours used between 1,000 and 6,000 will be billed 
at 6 cents during the billing months of October 
through May. 

The Cooperative is excited about these two new 
rates, and we are sure that the members who take 
advantage of them will be happy with their heat¬ 
ing bills this year. 

If you would like more information on how you 
can qualify for either of these rates, please contact 
the Member Services Department at your Coop¬ 
erative office. 

Office closing 
The Cooperative office will be closed Monday, September 5, 
in observance of Labor Day. The Cooperative will resume 

normal working hours on Tuesday, September 6. 
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Your best heating and air conditioning 
value begins with a G. But it’s not gas. 

It’s Geothermal. 
Geothermal heating, cooling and water 

heating. We call it System:GT™ . Geother¬ 
mal heating, cooling and water heating is a 
system that collects heat from liquid circulated 
through pipes buried in the earth. This method 
concentrates the heat, then circulates comfort¬ 
able, warm air throughout your home. The 
ability to move heat is the secret of System :GTs 
incredible efficiency. In fact, the most efficient 
gas and oil furnaces use three times as much 
energy to create heat atSystem:GT 
uses to move the same 
amount of heat. Simply 
stated: It is the 
most efficient 
heating system 
available today. 

System :GT 
can air condi¬ 
tion your home 
in the summer by 
reversing its heat mov¬ 
ing process — and the effi¬ 
ciency is just as spectacular as its 
heating capability. System:GT can pro¬ 
vide a 30 percent gain in air conditioning 
efficiency when compared to other air condi¬ 
tioning methods. 

System:GT can heat your water, too. It can 

satisfy virtually all of your water heating needs 
in the summer at no additional cost. Winter 
savings can be as much as 40 percent. 

In short, System:GT provides year-round 
comfort while combining the wise use of en¬ 
ergy resources with the lowest possible oper¬ 
ating cost. It is convenient, safe and clean. It’s 
the latest in heating and cooling technology. 

For your free copy of “System:GT — Your 
Guide to Geothermal Heating, Cooling and 
Water Heating” 

Be alert during harvest season 
This fall farmers throughout the Cooperative 

service area will be hard at work bringing in this 
year’s crop. This is a happy and anxious time as 
farmers prepare to reap the benefits of their hard 
work during the summer months. Unfortunately, 
this is also the time of year when the Cooperative 
sees an increase in guy wire, pole and line dam¬ 
age. 

We realize you have important tasks on your 
mind and we share in your concern to complete 
these tasks. However, today’s equipment is larger 
and puts the operator of the vehicle further away 

from hazards and obstacles around the perimeter 
of the field. This makes it easier to overlook guy 
wires and other objects hiding near the edge of the 
field. 

This year do yourself and Menard Electric Co¬ 
operative a favor. . Take time to check for hidden 
obstacles as you go about your farm work. This is 
even more important if you have a new employee 
helping out during the harvest season. Don’t let a 
guy wire or pole hitch a ride on your equipment, 
damaging both the machinery and Cooperative 
facilities. 
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Is your crop dryer ready? 
Don’t wait till you start harvesting to find out 

if your crop dryer is going to operate properly. Take 
a few minutes now and run through the following 
checklist. It may save you hours or even days of 
harvest delay. 

• Inspect all wiring and panels for worn insu¬ 
lation, loose connections and worn-out circuit 
breakers. Also, check to be sure grounding wires 
are properly connected and not broken. 

• Make sure all guards, shields and overcurrent 
devices are properly installed and secured. 

• Check for worn bearings, pulleys, gear boxes, 
belts, shafts, etc. Pay particular attention to ex¬ 
cess play in motor bearings. Bad bearings can ruin 
a motor. 

• Lubricate all equipment before you start it. If 

you are not sure of where to lubricate or what type 
of lubrication to use, consult your equipment 
dealer. 

• Test it. Run through a complete drying cycle 
to see that all timers and switches operate prop¬ 
erly. Let the motors run for several minutes to heat 
and distribute the new lubricant. Start the dryer 
at least twice to be sure the starting capacitors 
perform properly. 

• If you have added motors, it would be a good 
idea to check with the Engineering Department of 
Menard Electric Cooperative to make sure the elec¬ 
trical service is adequate to handle the additional 
load. 

• Don’t forget to check over any fossil fuel-fired 
equipment used in conjunction with the dryer. 

The co-op needs access 
to its equipment 

Situations where Menard Electric equipment 
cannot be reached because of overgrown trees, 
fences, patios, decks, etc., may cause the Coop¬ 
erative to enforce its “Right of Access” Policy. 

This policy states that authorized representa¬ 
tives of the Cooperative shall have the right of ac¬ 
cess to the premises of the member at all 
reasonable times for the purpose of reading, test¬ 
ing or inspection of meters; connecting or discon¬ 

necting service; inspection of wires and appara¬ 
tus; and making repairs on lines or rights-of-way. 
Unreasonable deterrents to access of Cooperative 
facilities shall cause the service to be discon¬ 
nected.” We encourage all members to please give 
consideration to the employees of the Cooperative 
and contractual meter readers. Let’s make their 
job easier. 

It’s back-to-school time! 
V / 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of direc¬ 

tors held its regular monthly meeting Tuesday, July 
26, 1994, in the office at Petersburg. The meeting 
was called to order at 7 p.m. Central Daylight Time 
by president Warren D. Goetsch. Directors present 
in addition to Goetsch were Edward L. Allspach, 
Michael E. Carls, Roy H. Seaney, Robert I. Brauer, 
Gary L. Martin, James G. Graff and Meredith L. 
Worner. Absent was director Morris L. Bell. Also 
present were manager Borland W. Smith, staff 
assistant Gerald E. Hedberg, attorney Warren D. 
Krebs, and attorney Charles K. Smith. 

The meeting agenda was approved. Minutes of 
the June 4, 1994, organizational meeting were 
approved as mailed with the notice of the meeting. 
Minutes of the June 28, 1994, meeting were read 
and approved as presented. 

The Inventory of Work Orders for June 1994 in 
the amount of $112,251.75 was approved. The 
board considered the approval of bills as repre¬ 
sented by the list of checks no. 113227 through 
no. 113513 in the amount of $1,316,306.69. After 
discussion and questions, the board approved the 
payment of bills for the month of June. The board 
approved 78 new applications for membership and 
27 applications for service permits. 

President Goetsch then called on attorney 
Krebs to bring the board up to date on the progress 
of the negotiations with the insurance companies 
on our claim for payment of damages the Coop¬ 
erative has incurred relative to the Missouri Elec¬ 
tric Works transformer site. Attorney Krebs 
reviewed with the board the various offers, de¬ 
mands, counter-offers, and counter-demands that 
have been made on the insurance companies. Af¬ 
ter discussion, the board determined two amounts 
for a counter-offer to the insurance companies; one 
for the involvement in the consent decree only, and 
the other for complete site release to the insur¬ 
ance companies. 

Manager Smith presented the operating report 
for the month of June. General expenses, less the 
cost of power, are approximately $50,000 less than 
budget; however, the amount of power purchased 
for the month of June exceeded budget. The over¬ 
all margins are approximately $90,000 under bud¬ 

get, making the total year-to-date variance about 
$140,000 below budget. Other points in the oper¬ 
ating report were highlighted by manager Smith, 
including the fact that year-to-date margins for the 
six months ending June are higher than they have 
been for the past five years. Manager Smith re¬ 
viewed the outage summary for the month of June. 
It indicates fewer outages and fewer outage hours 
than the same period last year and for the six 
months ending June 30. The safety report shows 
no lost time accidents or illnesses occurring in the 
month of June. The manager’s report was approved 
as presented. 

The quarterly Member Services Report was re¬ 
viewed and approved as presented. Manager Smith 
commented that most of the irrigation systems that 
had been disconnected due to high water have been 
reconnected and were operating again this sum¬ 
mer. 

The director’s special occasion vouchers for the 
month were reviewed and approved. 

In the absence of director Bell, manager Smith 
reported on the recent activities of the AIEC board 
of directors. 

Director Carls reported on the activities of 
Soyland. 

The change in the underground service policy 
was reviewed and adopted on final reading. 

Items regarding Federated Insurance offering 
of stock and the request of an electric cooperative 
in Louisiana were referred over to the August board 
meeting. 

Staff assistant Hedberg reported on the capi¬ 
tal credit refunds and current status of refunds to 
estates. 

Manager Smith reported on the recent activi¬ 
ties of the Illinois Cooperative Workers Compen¬ 
sation Group. 

Under “other business,” the next annual meet¬ 
ing date was discussed, and June 3, 1995, was 
approved to be the appropriate date. 

The next regular meeting of the board will be 
August 30, 1994, at 7 p.m., central daylight time. 

There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned at 10; 10 p.m. 
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Co-op Comments 

John Shelton receives congratulations and best wishes 
from his supervisor, Terry Entwistle, our line superin¬ 
tendent. 

On Friday, August 29, 1994, John Shelton re¬ 
signed from your Cooperative as a groundman- 
truck driver. During the past nine years, John has 
worked on our line construction crew, as well as 
in our Engineering Department as an engineering 
technician. John has accepted a teaching position 
at the Petersburg PORTA High School in the In¬ 
dustrial Arts Department, thus returning to his 
first love. Good luck John!!!!!!. 

On October 21, 1994, Brock and Regina Meyer 
of Petersburg will be celebrating their 5th wedding 
anniversary. Brock is an apprentice lineman for 
your Cooperative. 

*** Congratulations Brock and Gina!!! *** 

Co-op idea 
catching on — 

again 
Small businesses, fighting to survive in a tough 

economy, are increasingly turning to cooperatives 
to handle bulk purchases, health insurance, mar¬ 
keting and employee training. 

“People are looking for ways to compete against 
big chains and multinational corporations,” says 
Paul Hazen, vice president of membership services 
for the Washington, D.C.-based National Coopera¬ 
tive Business Association. Business cooperatives 
can offer small businesses advantages such as 
lower-priced bulk purchases. 

Traditionally, agricultural cooperatives have 
provided farmers with a way of saving money on 
grain and other supplies. But urban businesses 
have been slower to see the advantage of working 
in groups — until now. 

“It’s all happening from the bottom up,” says 
Hazen. “Businesses are saying, ‘How can we solve 
this problem?’ Then they suddenly discover 
cooperatives.” 

Even franchise businesses, which generally 
operate independently of their namesake compa¬ 
nies, have turned to cooperatives. A company 
called America’s Favorite Chicken, for example, 
recently formed a purchasing cooperative so that 
its franchises could buy chicken. “They can guar¬ 
antee the volume, so the price is lower,” Hazen says. 

Other bulk purchasing cooperatives have been 
formed in telecommunications, pet supplies, phar¬ 
maceuticals and security systems. 

from Rural Electrification Magazine — February 
1994 

October is 
Cooperative Month 
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Meter reader applications 
now being taken 

Menard Electric Cooperative is currently tak¬ 
ing applications for contractual meter readers 
throughout our service area. 

As you may recall, meter reading takes place 
each month during a prearranged three-day pe¬ 
riod. 

If you are interested in a meter reading posi¬ 
tion, please complete the following information and 
return it to the Cooperative office. 

Name  

Address  

Telephone No. 

Account No. 

Help prevent autumn accidents 
As the chill in the air becomes noticeable with 

the onset of autumn, our thoughts turn to hunt¬ 
ing, cutting firewood, and a variety of other sweater 
weather activities. Unfortunately, in our effort to 
enjoy the great outdoors, we sometimes cause in¬ 
terruptions in our electric service and cause life- 
threatening situations by interfering with 
high-voltage power lines. 

Careless hunters are often responsible for bro¬ 
ken insulators on power lines and other hazard¬ 
ous conditions each year. 

Cutting down and trimming trees are fre¬ 
quently the cause of service interruptions, shocks 

and electrocution hazards. Overhead power lines 
are prevalent in both urban and rural areas to¬ 
day. Unfortunately, it is all too common for people 
to start cutting before taking a moment to visually 
inspect the site for power lines and other hazards. 

Always call Menard Electric Cooperative if you 
want limbs near power lines trimmed or a tree cut 
that has even the slightest possibility of contact¬ 
ing power lines as it falls. We will make arrange¬ 
ments to trim branches or cut the entire tree down 
if there is any risk of line interference. 

This autumn lets take a moment to look up 
and around for power lines. 

Play it safe during harvest 
Look up and live safely! 

Come in under the wire 
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Make it a safe 
For many members the cool autumn air brings 

a renewed interest in the excitement and thrill of 
the hunting season. Unfortunately, in their enthu¬ 
siasm to enjoy the outdoors, some hunters cause 
life-threatening situations by interfering with 
power lines. Over-zealous hunters are responsible 
for breaking insulators on power lines and creat¬ 
ing other dangerous conditions each year. 

Taking target practice on insulators or birds 
sitting on power lines is not very sporting and may 
even be fatal if the line is damaged or broken. Dam¬ 
aged lines can snap and fall to the ground while 
still energized, creating a hazardous situation to 
the hunter and anyone or anything walking 
through the area. Random pot shots can crack an 

Meter tampering is 
Tampering with your electric meter in an at¬ 

tempt to reduce or eliminate your electric bill is 
dangerous and illegal. It poses fire and safety haz¬ 
ards that could seriously injure or kill those “steal¬ 
ing” the electricity, as well as anyone else coming 
into contact with the electric facilities. 

Not only is meter tampering unsafe, but it is 
also an offense against all honest, paying mem¬ 
bers. The loss of revenue resulting from meter tam¬ 
pering is an additional expense, which, like all other 

Does your house 
Americans spend 80 to 90 percent of their time 

indoors, inhaling more indoor air polluted with 
more synthetic chemicals today than at any time 
in history. It makes sense that the chemical soup 
of plastics and other synthetic products we’ve in¬ 
troduced into our sealed-up homes and offices is 
catching up with us. 

A new book, Healthy House Building: A De¬ 
sign & Construction Guide, by John Bower, delves 
into the nuts and bolts of how to build homes that 
don’t make people sick. Bower became immersed 
in this building industry trend after his wife devel¬ 
oped multiple chemical sensitivity (MCS) in the 
1970s. MCS is a hypersensitivity to chemicals 
thought to be developed through exposure to such 
toxics as paint or the formaldehyde outgassed from 
carpeting and manufactured wood products. Ac¬ 
cording to the National Research Council, about 
15 percent of the US population has an increased 
sensitivity to common chemicals. 

In this 384-page guide, Bowers walks the 
reader through the design and construction of his 
“model healthy house”; from an overview of the 

hunting season 
insulator on the line, leaving damage that may not 
be noticeable from the ground. Over time, the crack 
can fill with moisture and cause a short, leaving 
members without sendee until the insulator is re¬ 
placed. In some cases where the insulator is se¬ 
verely damaged, the line may become detached 
from the pole and drop to within a few feet of the 
ground. 

Shooting insulators and other electrical equip¬ 
ment is illegal and expensive and adds to the 
Cooperative’s operating expense. However, the cost 
is minimal compared to the potential for personal 
injury or death. So this year, we encourage every¬ 
one to play it safe and enjoy the hunting season. 

illegal and unsafe 
expenses, is paid by the members. 

Menard Electric Cooperative would like to re¬ 
mind everyone that the few dollars “saved” by tam¬ 
pering with the meter is not worth the risk of bodily 
injury or death. If you know of any “meter tamper¬ 
ing” existing on the Cooperative lines, it is in your 
best interest to report these violations to the Co¬ 
operative office. You would be protecting yourself 
and others from a potentially dangerous situation. 

make you sick? 
house as a holistic system to such details as what 
to look for in carpeting. The book, illustrated by 
more than 250 photographs and drawings, is well 
organized and easy to understand. It is available 
for $21.95 from The Healthy House Institute, 7471 
North Shiloh Road, Unionville, IN 47468. 

from March/April, 1994, Home Energy Magazine 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/October 1994 16c 



Board meeting report mmm i 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of direc¬ 
tors held its regular monthly meeting Tuesday, 
August 30, 1994, in the office at Petersburg. The 
meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. Central Day¬ 
light Time by vice president Gary L. Martin. Direc¬ 
tors present in addition to Martin were Edward L. 
Allspach, Michael E. Carls, Roy H. Seaney, Morris 
L. Bell, Robert I. Brauer, James G. Graff and 
Meredith L. Worner. At the time the meeting was 
called to order, president Warren D. Goetsch was 
absent. Also present were manager Borland W. 
Smith, staff assistant Gerald E. Hedberg, and at¬ 
torney Charles K. Smith. 

The meeting agenda was approved. Minutes of 
the July 26, 1994, regular meeting were approved 
as mailed with the notice of the meeting. 

The Inventory of Work Orders for July 1994 in 
the amount of $334,477.71 was approved. The 
board considered the approval of bills as repre¬ 
sented by the list of checks no. 113514 through 
no. 113829 in the amount of $1,919,767.96. After 
discussion and questions, the board approved the 
payment of bills for the month of July. The board 
approved 61 new memberships and 14 applica¬ 
tions for service permits. 

Manager Smith presented the Operating Re¬ 
port for the month of July. General expenses less 
the cost of power are approximately $70,000 less 
than budget, however, considering purchased 
power the expenses for the month were right on 
budget. Overall margins for the month are approxi¬ 
mately $140,000 over budget. This brings the to¬ 
tal year to date variance on total margins to 
approximately $5,000 over budget. Among other 
points on the operating report highlighted by Man¬ 
ager Smith, include the fact that year-to-date kilo¬ 
watt-hours sold exceeded budget by about 2.5 
million kilowatt-hours and total kilowatt-hours 
year-to-date sold exceeded the same period last 
year by approximately 4 million kilowatt-hours. 
Manager Smith reviewed the outage summary for 
the month of June. The Safety Report shows no 
lost time accidents, however, there was one record¬ 
able incident that occurred in the month of July. 
The Manager’s Report was approved as presented. 

The directors’ special occasion vouchers for the 

month were reviewed and approved. Manager 
Smith presented a list of uncollectible accounts 
for write off in the amount of $3,909.78. The ac¬ 
counts were approved for write off. 

Director Bell reported on the activities of the 
AIEC and their recent board reorganization. Di¬ 
rector Bell indicated that he stepped down as presi¬ 
dent of the AIEC after three years and Albert 
Schoen of M.J.M. Electric Cooperative had been 
elected as the new president. Directors attending 
the recent AIEC Annual Meeting commented on 
various activities of the meeting for the convenience 
of those directors who were unable to attend. 

Director Carls reported on the activities of 
Soyland. 

Manager Smith presented the request of 
TECHE Electric Cooperative of Genereatta, LA for 
financial assistance in resisting an attempt for a 
hostile takeover. After discussion, the board de¬ 
cided to send assistance to TECHE Electric. 

The board considered the Federated Insurance 
offering of common stock and after much discus¬ 
sion, decided against purchasing stock at this time. 

Staff assistant Hedberg reported on the capi¬ 
tal credit refunds and current status of refunds to 
estates. In his report he indicated that the 
Cooperative’s capital credit refunds in 1994 had 
almost reached the REA allowable limit of 25 per¬ 
cent of previous years margins and recommended 
that the board seek permission from REA to use 
general funds to retire an additional $50,000 of 
capital credits during the calendar year 1994. 
Motion was made and approved to seek permis¬ 
sion for additional capital credit retirements. 

Manager Smith reported on the recent activi¬ 
ties of the Illinois Cooperative Workers Compen¬ 
sation Group. 

Under “other business” the board approved the 
labor committee report for wage and salary adjust¬ 
ments. 

The next regular meeting of the board will be 
Tuesday, September 17, 1994, at 7 p.m. central 
daylight time. 

There being no further business the meeting 
adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 
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Co-op Comments 

On November 15, James and Phyllis Haddick 
of Petersburg will be celebrating their 25th wed¬ 
ding anniversary. Jim is a groundman/truck driver 
working on the line construction crew of your co¬ 
operative. 

***** 

This past September, Larry Power was pro¬ 
moted to a journeyman lineman position. For the 
past four years, Larry has been involved in the 
Cooperative’s apprentice lineman program, learn¬ 
ing all the facets of building and maintaining an 
electric distribution system. 

***** 

Wayne E. Jones will complete 15 years of em¬ 
ployment with Menard Electric on November 12. 
Wayne is currently the Cooperative’s office man¬ 
ager. 

***** 

Here is a reminder to all those members who 

have electric heat as their primary source of heat 
or utilize a geothermal heating and cooling sys¬ 
tem. This year, two new rates went into effect: (1) 
The geothermal rate, which is 5 cents per kilowatt- 
hour for all kilowatt-hours used over 1,000 and 
up to 6,000 kilowatt-hours during the billing 
months of October through May. (2) For those 
members who have electric heat as their primary 
source of heat, kilowatt-hours from 1,000 to 6,000 
during the October through May bills will be billed 
at 6 cents per kilowatt-hour. If you would like more 
information on how you can qualify for these rates, 
please feel free to contact the Cooperative. 

' Office closings ' 
The Cooperative office will be closed on Fri¬ 

day, November 11, in honor of Veteran’s Day. 
The Cooperative office will also be closed on 

Thursday, November 24, and Friday, Novem¬ 
ber 25, as we celebrate Thanksgiving with our 
family and friends. 

V     / 

New subdivisions on co-op system 
During the past couple of months, 

Menard Electric Cooperative has been 
busy extending underground service to 
two new subdivisions. The accompany¬ 
ing picture shows Britton Place North, 
located just north of Sherman. The sub¬ 
division contains 12 lots, and its sister 
subdivision, Britton Place South, just 
across the road, contains 13 lots. 

The developer, David Manning, be¬ 
lieves that both subdivisions offer people 
an attractive rural atmosphere, while still 
having all the conveniences of an urban 
development. 

Menard Electric Cooperative is ex¬ 
tremely pleased to have the opportunity 
to serve both subdivisions and we stand 
ready and willing to continue to grow by 
extending service to other new subdivi¬ 
sions and rural members. Brittin Place 
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Revolutionary microwave 
clothes dryer 

Since March, com¬ 
mercial and residential¬ 
sized prototypes of the 
revolutionary microwave 
clothes dryer have been 
demonstrated at 10 electric 
utilities across the nation to 
familiarize utility marketing 
staffs with the dryers’ po¬ 
tential. This past summer 
each participating utility re¬ 
ceived refined prototypes to 
be used in various internal, 

customer, and demonstration settings for six 
months. After the field tests are completed, the dry¬ 
ers will be returned to the manufacturer, Thermo 
Energy — Astex/Gerling in California, for close ex¬ 
amination and evaluation. A second six-month 
round of field testing is scheduled to follow. 

The new dryers, being developed for the Elec¬ 
tric Power Research Institute (EPRI), are expected 
to be able to dry clothes as much as 65 percent 
faster than conventional dryers and at cooler tem¬ 
peratures (as low as 110 degrees F). This is because 
their energy is directed specifically to evaporating 
water molecules rather than to heating the fabric, 
in fundamental contrast to today’s dryers. Thanks 
to the lower drying temperature, they v/on’t harm 
even delicate fabrics. Concerns about fabric scorch¬ 
ing from meted items left in the pockets of clothing 
have largely been eliminated. 

Microwave dryers are the most energy-efficient 

when waste heat from the magnetron generators is 
used to heat the air blown through the clothes tum¬ 
bler. The fastest drying speed is obtained when mi¬ 
crowave power is supplemented by magnetron waste 
heat and electrically heated air. 

Initially, both residential and commercial mod¬ 
els are being designed for a capacity of 7-12 pounds, 
but researchers say a larger, 110-pound-capacity 
commercial unit is feasible. The residential proto¬ 
type is equipped with one 2,500-watt magnetron — 
roughly equivalent to the power of three average 
microwave ovens — while the commercial prototype 
features three times that power to achieve faster 
drying. “The residential units are limited by the cur¬ 
rent-carrying capacity of the typical 220-volt, 30- 
amp outlet,” says Richard Smith, president of 
Thermo-Energy. “Commercial units can draw more 
power and thus use more magnetrons. But we ex¬ 
pect that the residential unit should come close to 
keeping up with a conventional clothes-washing 
machine.” 

Among the factors that will be closely evaluated 
in the field tests are those relating to energy effi¬ 
ciency. EPRI researchers performed standardized 
Department of Energy efficiency tests on the units 
before field testing and will compare their operat¬ 
ing efficiencies with those measured in the labora¬ 
tory. They will also assess the effects of microwave 
drying on various fabrics. The tests are being closely 
monitored by two major appliance manufacturers 
who, it is hoped, will pursue production of the units. 

Meter reader applications 
now being taken 

Menard Electric Cooperative is currently taking applications for contractual meter read¬ 
ers throughout our service area. 

As you may recall, meter reading takes place each month during a pre-arranged three- 
day period. 

If you are interested in a contractual meter reading position, please complete the follow¬ 
ing information and return it to the Cooperative office. 

f  
Name 

Address 

Telephone No. Account No. 

s  -J 
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Are you planning to go 
away this winter? 

If you are planning to head to a warmer cli¬ 
mate this winter, such as Arizona, California, or 
Florida, please make arrangements for payment 
of your electric bill. You can call, stop by or drop 
us a note to notify us that you will be gone and 
how long you plan to stay. 

While you are away, payment of your electric 
bill can be handled in various ways. You can make 
a pre-payment or arrangements can be made with 

a friend or relative to pay your bill for you. If you 
know the address of where you will be staying, we 
can mail your bill to you. 

In any case, we would like to know how to get 
in touch with you or whomever is taking care of 
your farm or home while you are away. If there is 
an emergency or problem with service while you 
are gone, it would be a big help to know whom to 
contact. 

Ttirkey time! 
Family, friends, home gatherings and, of 

course, good eats — all the ingredients for a grand 
Thanksgiving celebration. 

But, there’s some hard work involved to make 
the big day a success. So, here are some tips to 
help you reach your goals and use energy wisely 
too: 

• Turn the oven on just before you use it. Pre¬ 
heating is not necessary for most foods. 
• Do not open the oven door to peek too often 
because you’ll lose valuable heat. 
• Open refrigerator door only when necessary; 
and when you do, shut it as quickly as pos¬ 
sible. 

• Match the size of 
the pan to the heat¬ 
ing element; more 
heat will get to the 
pan, and less will be 
lost to the surround¬ 
ing air. 
And, finally, take a 

little break to think 
about some of the things 
that you’re thankful for. 
After all that’s what 
Thanksgiving is really all 
about! 

Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program 

If you need assistance to pay your electric 
bill, you may be eligible to participate in the Low 
Income Home Energy Assistance Piogram 
(LIHEAP). For details of this program you may 
wish to contact an agent in your area. 

Logan, Mason and Menard counties residents 
should contact: 

Central Illinois Economic Development 
Corporation 

325 South Chicago Street 
P.O. Box 846 
Lincoln, IL 62656 
Phone (217)732-2159 

Macon County residents should contact: 
Decatur Macon Community Opportunities 

Corporation 
1122 East Marietta Street 
Decatur, IL 62521 

Cass and Morgan county residents should con¬ 
tact: 

MCS Community Services 
345 West State 
Jacksonville, IL 62651 
Phone (217)243-9404 

Sangamon County residents should contact: 
Sangamon County Department of 

Community Services 
200 South 9th Street, Room 311 
Springfield, IL 62701 
Phone (217)535-3120 

Tazewell County residents should contact: 
Tri-County Regional Planning Commission 
632 West Jefferson 
Morton, IL 61550-1540 
Phone (309)694-4391 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of direc¬ 

tors held its regular monthly meeting Tuesday, 
September 27, 1994, in the office at Petersburg. 
The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. Central 
Daylight Time by president Warren D. Goetsch. 
Directors present in addition to Goetsch were 
Michael E. Carls, Roy H. Seaney, Morris L. Bell, 
Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. Martin, James G. Graff 
and Meredith L. Worner. Director Edward L. 
Allspach was absent. Also present were manager 
Dorland W. Smith, staff assistant Gerald E. 
Hedberg, and attorney Charles K. Smith. 

The meeting agenda was approved, and min¬ 
utes of the August 30, 1994, board meeting were 
approved as mailed with the notice of the meeting. 

The Inventory of Work Orders for August 1994 
in the amount of $75,408.82 was approved. The 
board considered the approval of bills as repre¬ 
sented by the list of checks no. 113830 through 
no. 114077 in the amount of $2,116,414.80. After 
discussion and questions, the board approved the 
payment of bills for the month of August. The board 
approved 72 new memberships and 14 applica¬ 
tions for service permits. 

Manager Smith presented the Operating Re¬ 
port for the month of August. General expenses, 
less the cost of power, were approximately $38,000 
less than budget, however, considering purchased 
power, the expenses for the month were approxi¬ 
mately $22,000 under budget. Total margins for 
the month are approximately $140,000 over bud¬ 
get. This brings the total year-to-date margins to 
approximately $27,000 over budget. Manager 
Smith pointed out that year-to-date kilowatt-hours 
sold exceeded budget by approximately 3,500,000 
kilowatt-hours and is the highest year-to-date to¬ 
tal over the past five years. Manager Smith also 
reviewed the current cash expenditure budget, 
pointing out that expenditures were approximately 
$800,000 greater than budgeted. Of this amount, 
$200,000 was for increased power cost and the 
balance being in material purchased and expen¬ 
ditures for contractual labor. He also noted in the 
balance sheet comparison that the Cooperative’s 
utility plant had increased approximately $1.3 
million dollars. Manager Smith reviewed the out¬ 
age summaries for the month of August. The Safety 
Report showed no lost time accidents or illnesses 
for the month of August. The Manager’s Report was 
approved as presented. 

Directors’ Special Occasion Vouchers for the 
month were reviewed and approved. Manager 
Smith presented a list of uncollectible accounts 
for write off in the amount of $2,356.16. The ac¬ 
counts were approved for write off. 

The board considered and approved two agree¬ 
ments for electric service. Manager Smith pre¬ 
sented an agreement for Underground Electric 
Service for The Rail Estates Subdivision. The agree¬ 
ment was approved. The board then discussed and 
approved a request of Steeplechase Subdivision. 

Directors Bell and Graff and manager Smith 
reported on the activities of the recent NRECA Re¬ 
gion V meeting held in Springfield. 

As there was no AIEC board meeting held in 
the recent month, there was no report of AIEC ac¬ 
tivities, however, director Bell did present the as¬ 
sessment for the IEC Continuing Education 
Program. The board approved the assessment for 
Continuing Education. 

Director Carls reported on the recent activities 
of Soyland and the appointment of a new CEO, 
Joseph E. Firlit. 

The board then considered the offer of Wausau- 
Nationwide as presented by attorney Warren D. 
Krebs in a letter and a phone call to manager 
Smith. After much deliberation, the board accepted 
the recommendation of attorney Krebs. 

Manager Smith reported on the recent CFC 
capital credit report and announced that the capi¬ 
tal credit check from CFC, in the amount of 
$12,000, had recently been received. 

Staff assistant Hedberg reported on the capi¬ 
tal credit estate refunds and said the Cooperative’s 
request for additional refunds from REA had not 
yet been received. 

Manager Smith reported on the recent activi¬ 
ties of the Illinois Cooperatives Workers Compen¬ 
sation Group. 

Under “other business,” the board approved the 
request of the manager to install carpeting and to 
do redecorating in the older part of the Coopera¬ 
tive office building. Also discussed was a proposed 
policy on employee wearing apparel due to the new 
OSHA regulations. 

The next regular meeting of the board will be 
Tuesday, October 25, 1994, at 7 p.m. Central Day¬ 
light Time. There being no further business, the 
meeting adjourned at 10:20 p.m. 
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Seasons Qreetings 
Board of Directors 

Edward L. Allspach 
Morris L. Bell 
Robert I. Brauer 
Michael E. Carls 
Warren D. Goetsch, President 

James G. Graff 
Gary L. Martin 
Roy H. Seaney 
Meredith L. Worner 

Cooperative personnel 
Borland W. Smith, Manager 
Janey L. Ames 
Randolph J. Avery 
Mark A. Bradley 
Robert P. Burris 
David H. Crosnoe 
Terry L. Cutright 
W.R. (Casey) Duncheon 
Terry W. Entwistle 
M. Suzanne Freeland 
James T. Haddick 
Ronny R. Harden 
Gerald E. Hedberg 
Dwaine E. Heyen 
Christopher P. Hinton 
Alan D. Horn 
Wayne E. Jones 
Kevin D. Keiser 
M. Orene Lynn 
Phyllis A. McCoy 
Darlene M. McGee 
Eveljrn P. McLaughlin 

Brock D. Meyer 
John D. (Dan) Morgan 
Douglas S. Pettit 
Larry D. Power 
Judith A. Powers 
Donald R. Riser 
Rhonda K. Satorius 
Leo P. Savage 
Jeffery D. Schenkel 
Troy S. Shafer 
Corey M. Stone 
Marcel Verreault 
John H. Whitehurst 
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Co-op Comments 

On December 24, Phyllis and Melford McCoy 
of Petersburg will celebrate their 40th wedding 
anniversary. Phyllis is the radio dispatcher for your 
Cooperative. We congratulate Phyllis and “Sonny” 
on their special occasion. 

***** 

We all have that one person on our Christmas 
list each year who always seems to be the most 
difficult person to buy for. This year why not con¬ 
sider giving them the “gift of electricity” by pur¬ 
chasing a gift certificate from Menard Electric 
Cooperative. This certificate can be applied to any 
member’s account. If you would like more infor¬ 
mation on how you can purchase a gift certificate, 
please contact the Cooperative office. 

prentice lineman for your cooperative. Brett was 
welcomed home by his older brother, Blake. Con¬ 
gratulations. 

Menard Electric Cooperative crews working diligently to 
install underground electric service in The Rail Estates 
subdivision. 

***** 

Before we get too far into those cold, blustery 
days, now would be a good time for you to check 
the air filter in your forced-air furnace. Remem¬ 
ber, keeping the air filters clean helps improve the 
efficiency of your forced-air furnace, thus reduc¬ 
ing your heating costs this winter. 

$ $ Jfc $ $ 

Brock and Regina Meyer of Petersburg are the 
proud parents of a new baby boy, Brett Alan, born 
on Sunday, October 23. Brock is a third-year ap- 

Rail Estates - new subdivision 
Menard Electric Cooperative has been busy 

extending underground electric service to a new 
subdivision located near Sherman, adjacent to the 
Rail Golf Course. The new subdivision is called The 
Rail Estates and features 16 spacious lots with a 
beautiful view overlooking the Rail Golf Course. 

Menard Electric Cooperative is extremely 
pleased to have the opportunity to serve such a 
spectacular subdivision and we stand ready and 
willing to continue to grow by extending service to 
new members throughout our service territory. 

Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program 

If you need assistance to pay your electric bill, you may be eligible to participate in 
the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). For details of this program 
you may wish to contact an agent in your area. 

Central Illinois Economic Development Corpora- MCS Community Services 
tion 345 West State 

325 South Chicago Street Jacksonville, IL 62651 
P.O. Box 846 Phone (217)243-9404 
Lincoln, IL 62656 
Phone (217)732-2159 200 South 9th Street, Room 311 

Springfield, IL 62701 
Decatur Macon Community Opportunities Cor¬ 
poration 

Phone (217)535-3120 

1122 East Marietta Street Morton, IL 61550-1540 
Decatur, IL 62521 Phone (309)694-4391 
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What stays on when you go out 
“There must be something wrong with our 

meter. We were on vacation most of the month. We 
couldn’t have used this much.” 

We hear variations of this comment many times 
every month of the year. Is there something mys¬ 
terious going on here? 

Not really. The homes of today are increasingly 
equipped with appliances that consume energy 
without any active intervention by the occupants. 
Until we go on vacation, these appliances are con¬ 
sidered the benefits of our economy. When we get 
back from vacation we find they have turned into 
liabilities simply because they have continued op¬ 
erating automatically while we were gone. 

Old refrigerators and freezers are the main 
culprits in this mystery. And, old doesn’t mean 
ancient. The older any refrigeration unit is the less 
efficient it is and can account for as much as 25 

percent of the monthly electric bill. Add an old 
freezer or two and the percentage is even higher. A 
hotter house (assuming the homeowner remem¬ 
bered to shut off the air conditioning) will cause 
these appliances to run longer to do their job. 

Add to the list dehumidifiers, instant-on TVs, 
cable TV boxes, clocks, waterbed heaters, water 
heaters, anything battery powered with charger, 
sump pump, water pump, swimming pool pump 
— they all add to the usage and the bill. 

Plus, when we return from vacation, we turn 
everything back on to bring the house into equi¬ 
librium and then begin washing, drying, ironing, 
bathing, cooling, etc., etc. So the electricity we 
saved by being away is now used after we get back 
— and maybe more. 

So, enjoy your vacation. But remember, we use 
electricity whether anyone is at home or not. 

Just A Little Current Can Kill 
milliamps* 

The Shocking Facts 
Electricity always seeks the easiest path to the 
ground. It tries to find a conductor, such as metal, 
wet wood, water — or your body! Your body is 70% 
water. So if you touch an energized bare wire or 
faulty appliance while you are grounded, electric¬ 
ity will instantly pass through you to the ground. 

* A milliamp is a measure of electrical current. 
** A GFCI is a Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter, a 
device which protects against serious shock. 

Trip setting — 
for GFCI** 

Christmas — 
tree light 

Electric shaver — 

100-watt bulb — 
Hair dryer — 

5 
10 

20 
30 
40 
50 

60 
70 
80 
90 
100 
800 
8000 

Can just 
feel it 

Can’t 
let go 

Possibly 
fatal 

Probably 
fatal 

Office closing 
The Cooperative office will be closed 

Friday, December 23, and Monday, December 26, 
for the Christmas holiday. The Cooperative will 

resume normal business hours on 
Tuesday, December 27. 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of direc¬ 

tors held its regular monthly meeting Tuesday, 
October 25, in the office at Petersburg. The meet¬ 
ing was called to order at 7 p.m. Central Daylight 
Time by president Warren D. Goetsch. Directors 
present in addition to Goetsch were Edward L. 
Allspach, Michael E. Carls, Roy H. Seaney, Morris 
L. Bell, Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. Martin, James 
G. Graff and Meredith L. Worner. Also present were 
manager Borland W. Smith, staff assistant Gerald 
E. Hedberg, attorney Charles K. Smith and CFC 
regional vice president Jim Kaufman. 

The meeting agenda was approved, and min¬ 
utes of the September 27, 1994, board meeting 
were approved as mailed with the notice of the 
meeting. 

The Inventoiy of Work Orders for September 
1994 in the amount of $160,935.34 was approved. 
The board considered the approval of bills as rep¬ 
resented by the list of checks no. 114078 through 
no. 114369 in the amount of $2,190,511.87. Af¬ 
ter discussion and questions, the board approved 
the payment of bills for the month of September. 
The board approved 55 new memberships and 15 
applications for service permits. 

CFC representative Kaufman then reviewed 
with the board CFC’s Key Ratio Trend Analysis 
for the year ending 1993. The trend analysis is a 
five year comparison of system operating expense 
and growth ratios comparing Menard Electric with 
similar sized cooperatives in the state, nation, and 
same wholesale power supplier. Kaufman selected 
items which he felt were key indicators for the co¬ 
operative and made comments on those that were 
extremely good. He also pointed out those that the 
cooperative needed to approve upon. Finishing his 
presentation of the Key Ratio Trend Analysis, 
Kaufman answered questions from the board in 
regards to his feelings about the financial opera¬ 
tions of the Cooperative. He then left the meeting. 

Manager Smith presented the operating report 
for the month of September. The expenses, less 
the cost of power, were approximately $92,000 less 
than were budgeted. However, considering pur¬ 
chased power, the total expenses for the month 
were approximately $45,000 less than were bud¬ 
geted. Total margins for the month are approxi¬ 
mately $390,000 over budget. This brings the total 
year-to-date margins to approximately $400,000 
over budget. He pointed out that year-to-date kilo¬ 
watt-hours sold exceeded budget by approximately 
6.8 million kilowatt-hours and is the highest year- 
to-date total over the past five years. He then re¬ 
viewed the outage summaries for the month of 
September. The number of outages and consumer 
outage hours this month and year-to-date are less 

than last year. Approximately half of the consumer 
outage hours were caused by the power supplier. 
The Safety Report showed no lost time accidents 
or illnesses for the month of September. The 
manager’s report was approved as presented. 

At this point in the meeting, Terry Entwistle, 
operating superintendent; David Crosnoe, system 
engineer; Wayne Jones, office manager; and Kevin 
Keiser, member services adviser, entered the board 
room. Each staff member presented department 
budget proposals for 1995 to the board and with 
each presentation answered specific questions 
asked by board members. Upon presentation, the 
members of the staff, except for Keiser, left the 
board room. Keiser then presented the Member 
Services Report, which was approved as presented. 

Member services adviser Keiser then dis¬ 
cussed with the board improvements in the meter 
reading program. After discussion, the board in¬ 
structed management to continue the investiga¬ 
tion into the meter reading program. Keiser then 
left the meeting. 

Directors’ Special Occasion Vouchers for the 
month were reviewed and approved. 

Director Bell reported on the A1EC activities. 
Director Carls reported on the recent activi¬ 

ties of Soyland and their past board meeting. 
The board reviewed the policy on “Wearing Ap¬ 

parel” and adopted this policy as finally presented. 
An agreement for Steeplechase Subdivision 

was presented and the board approved the agree¬ 
ment with the Steeplechase developers. 

Staff assistant Hedberg reported on the Capi¬ 
tal Credit Estate Refunds and advised the board 
that approval for the additional estate refunds had 
been received from REA. 

The board approved membership in the Na¬ 
tional Food and Energy Council for 1995. 

Smith reported on the recent activities of the 
Illinois Cooperatives Workers Compensation 
Group. 

Smith, along with director Bell, reported that 
AIEC was investigating the possibility of forming 
a captive insurance company for property and ca¬ 
sualty insurance for the cooperatives in Illinois. 

Under “other business,” director Bell proposed 
a policy on contributions to the scholarship fund 
by the cooperative. After discussion, the board 
instructed management to develop a policy for the 
next board meeting. Director’s per diem was dis¬ 
cussed and no action was taken. 

The next regular meeting of the board will be 
Tuesday, November 22, at 7 p.m., Central Stan¬ 
dard Time. There being no further business, the 
meeting adjourned at 11:15 p.m. 
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