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Not too far away from where you live, maybe just down the 

street or around the corner, somebody is saving money and 

you’re not. They are taking advantage of something that you 

could take advantage of, too. If you have a front yard or back 

yard, you can lower the cost of heating and cooling your 

home. You can also get free or very inexpensive hot water. 

The Geothermal Heating and Cooling System uses the con¬ 

stant warmth within the soil to move heat in or out of your 

home, depending on the season. Somebody near you has 

one, and they are enjoying the comfort, safety and savings. 

Fortunately, there is somebody else near you who can help 

you bring all of geothermal’s benefits to YOUR home. It’s 

your member—owned electric cooperative. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Getting the job done ... TOGETHER 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
* * * Available options and programs* * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, and others are for convenience and safety. 

Use electricity 

for heating 

Featuring this month* * * 
What is a Dual Energy heating system 

in the "off-peak" concept? 
It is a system which combines two energy sources — electricity as a pri¬ 

mary source and an alternate fuel such as gas or oil, as a secondary source 
during interruptible periods. If you have a gas or oil system in your home 
now, you can benefit by adding an electric system as the primary source. 

★ The off-peak heating rate is 3.75 cents kilowatt-hour. 
* $75 kw rebate up to $400 for installation. 

Look over this list and find the programs 
that fit your needs and call us. 

• Off-peak space heating with electricity as primary source at special rate of 3.75 cents kwh — 
$75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• All-electric residential rate — for controlled energy usage 

• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat 
for geothermal and space heating “all-electric" systems during interruptible periods. 

• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak rate schedules) 

• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for FVEC members only — 
$125.00 rebate if controlled when “on-peak" periods occur 

• A $10 per month off-peak credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled for 
the months of June, July, August and September 

• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 
★ Up to 400% efficiency — ground source ★better than gas furnace ★clean energy 
★ off-peak rate of 3.75<P kwh with ETS secondary heating ★economical/affordable 
★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 

• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Economy Pack $8.95 mo. — Basic Service 
$11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. — other program selections available 

• Air conditioning off-peak credit of $10 for summer months of June, July, August and 
September — $40 total benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 

• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month — no maintenance headaches 

• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 

• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 

• Six bill payment locations throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 

• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 

• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage. 

• Installation of home lightning protection equipment 

If you want more information about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member 
Services Department at toll-free 800-654-1088. 
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Across the 
manager's desk 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M.-4:30 P.M. P.O. Box 70 
Monday through Friday Route 6 & 34 West 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

Heat pump uses earth for energy 
A new electric technology — the geothermal 

heat pump — now uses the earth’s energy to heat 
and cool a home. The geothermal heat pump 
offers year-round energy savings compared with 
other systems. And, many electric utilities offer 
their customers cash back when they install this 
new system, according to the Edison Electric 
Institute and the National Rural Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Association, two national electric utility trade 
associations. 

Electric utilities do this because geothermal 
heat pumps have high energy-efficiency ratings. 
These heat pumps also return a more even year- 
round demand on utility power plants. Both of 
these factors can help a utility delay the need for 
building more plants. 

Air and geothermal heat pumps can provide 
heating and cooling from a single unit. They do 
so because they transfer heat instead of creating 
it. For this reason, electric heat pumps can return 
more in heating or cooling comfort than it costs 
in electricity to operate the system. 

The now traditional air-source heat pump, 
which dates back to the 1950s, exchanges heat 
with the outdoor air via the familiar compressor 
unit that sits in the background. Instead of an 
outdoor compressor, the relatively new geother¬ 
mal heat pump exchanges heat with the ground 
via underground plastic piping. 
Energy savings 

Geothermal heat pumps work less to exchange 
than air-source heat pumps do. That’s because the 
ground’s temperature in most parts of the coun¬ 
try remains a year-round 55 to 60 degrees, while 
the air temperature can fluctuate much more 
widely. The earth’s stable temperature translates 
into bigger energy savings for the home owner. In 
fact, you can get up to $4 in heating or cooling 
from each dollar of electricity. 
Other advantages 

Geothermal heat pumps offer other advan¬ 
tages as well. Some systems can provide year- 
round hot water. During the air conditioning 
mode, the water heating is “free”; the system 
takes the house’s heat, and puts it into the 

water heating tank. 
The compressor is permanently sealed, like 

your refrigerator, and normally doesn’t require 
refrigerant refills. Since it has no outdoor com¬ 
pressor, you and your neighbors will appreciate 

its quiet operation. A geothermal heat pump’s 
piping configuration can be laid out in a horizon¬ 
tal trench, or a vertical hole, depending on soil 
conditions. The cost to install either ground- 
source heat pump makes the system costlier than 
a regular air-to-air heat pump, hut the energy 
savings will pay you back the difference in three 
to five years. 
Talk to IVEC about geothermal 

The geothermal heating and cooling systems 
offer Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative members 
an excellent way to maximize comfort and save 
energy and money. The System:GT geothermal 
heating, cooling and water heating operates with 
up to 400 percent efficiency. In addition to the 
operating advantages, such a system qualifies for 
a $75 cash rebate for each kilowatt of installed 
system, up to a maximum of $3,000 for an all¬ 
electric system. IVEC members also are eligible 
for IVEC’s 3.75 cents per kilowatt-hour rate when 
your geothermal system is combined with an 
electric thermal storage secondary system for 
‘ ‘on-peak’ ’ interruptions. 

For more information, contact the IVEC Member 
Services Department at toll-free 1-800-654-1088. 
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Member Services 

Example of compact florescent 

Compact fluorescents 
save money, electricity 

The next time a light bulb burns out, instead of 
replacing it with an ordinary incandescent bulb, 
try a compact fluorescent. It’s an alternative that 
saves you money everytime you use it and also 
helps the environment, according to the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association and the 
Edison Electric Institute two national electric 
utility trade associations. 

The new compact fluorescent bulbs combine 

the best of traditional fluorescent and incandes¬ 
cent light bulbs. The compact fluorescent bulb 
gives off an incandescent bulb’s warm soft light 
and offers the long life and low energy use of a 
fluorescent light. 

A compact fluorescent bulb lasts about 10 times 
as long as an incandescent bulb, while using only 
one-fourth of the electricity. These energy savings 
mean that you will pay less on your monthly elec¬ 
tric bill. You also will be using electricity more 
efficiently, which means you will be helping to 
protect the environment and preserve our natural 
resources. 

An 18-watt compact fluorescent light can 
replace a 60-watt incandescent light bulb; you get 
the same amount of light, but you use less elec¬ 
tricity. Compact fluorescent bulbs screw into light 
bulb sockets just like regular incandescent light 
bulbs. The size of some compact fluorescent bulbs 
may not fit all light fixtures. A lamp harp exten¬ 
sion, however can accommodate most compact 
fluorescents. Alan T. Dale 

Because of their advanced technology, compact 
fluorescent bulbs cost more than incandescent 
bulbs. The compact fluorescent range in price 
from $12 to $20. But because they use electricity 
so efficiently, compact fluorescents pay for them¬ 
selves relatively quickly. To get this payback, 
however, you should install the light in fixtures 
that are on for more than two hours per day. In 
a typical home, these high-use areas will be in the 
kitchen, hallway/stairways, a front porch light, or 
outdoor security lighting. 

Waterlogged pumps can produce unnecessarily high electric bills 
Does the pump on your pressure water system 

start almost every time you run water? If it does, 
then the pressure tank is probably suffering from 
a common ailment known as “waterlogging.” In 
other words, it is too full of water. 

It is necessary to have a cushion of air above the 
water. The air is compressed as water is pumped 
into the tank and expands as water is withdrawn. 
The larger the air cushion, the more water the 
tank can deliver between any given extremes of 
pressure. 

Most farm water systems have pressure switches 
adjusted to start the pump when the pressure 
drops to 20 pounds and stop it when it reaches 40 
pounds. A 42-gallon pressure tank, the size used 
in many farm water systems, can deliver about 
seven gallons of water between pressures of 40 
and 20 pounds. 

The size of the air cushion will not remain 
constant. Water absorbs the air, so eventually 
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the air cushion becomes so small that, by even 
drawing a very small amount of water, it will 
cause the pump motor to start and stop. 

Manufacturers have devised various methods to 
solve this problem. One method is to have an air 
valve controlled by a float inside the pressure 
tank. 

When the water level in the tank rises too high, 
the float opens an air valve and permits the pump 
to “sniff’ the air, which is carried into the tank 
with the water. 

Should the valve core begin to leak, do not 
replace it with an auto tire valve core. The auto 
tire core has a much stronger spring and the pump 
cannot suck air through the water. 

Frequent starting and stopping also causes 
undue wear on the pump and motor. 

Allowing the water pump to operate in a water¬ 
logged condition means an unnecessary main¬ 
tenance expense and a much higher electric bill. 



The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to 
order by president Earl Bates at 12:45 p.m. on 
Tuesday, October 26, 1993, with all directors 
present. Manager T.L. Christensen and attorney 
Barnhart were also present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the 
past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board 
concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 
reviewed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or 
moved on: 
1. A motion was made and approved to have 

Blinking digital clocks and 
Coming home to a digital clock flashing “ 12:00” 

is an annoyance at best. It’s a tell-tale sign that 
your power has been interrupted, even if for only 
less than a second. 

It may be small consolation, but it’s highly likely 
that the power “outage” lasted only as long as it 
takes a tree limb to touch a power line while 
swaying in the breeze. 

Most systems that distribute electricity use pro¬ 
tection devices on their lines. When these devices, 
called reclosers, sense a disturbance, they actually 
open or by some other means break the circuit 
and very briefly interrupt the flow of electricity 
through that section of line. 

This disturbs your digital clocks or timers, true, 
but it also protects the equipment and in many 
cases prevents a prolonged outage. The protection 
device recloses, reconnecting the circuit. If the 
disturbance that tripped the device in the first 
place is still present, it will interrupt service again 
briefly and try to reclose again. Most protection 

AIEC do a rate study on several demand meter 
consumers. 

2. A motion was made and approved to pay 
membership dues to AIEC/NRECA for Con¬ 
tinuing Education. 

3. A motion was made and approved to approve 
the Tower Rental Agreement with Metamora 
Telephone Company of Metamora. 

4. A motion was made and approved to approve 
the pager service agreement and the IVEC rate 
schedule for the selling of paging service. 

5. A motion was made and approved to accept 
the reimbursement from Mission Township, 
LaSalle County for road work requiring reloca¬ 
tion of IVEC facilities. 

6. A motion was made and approved to increase 
the fee for IVEC’s radio programming and con¬ 
necting service for members or fleets. 

The next board meeting is scheduled for 
November 23, 1993, at 10 a.m. The December 
board meeting is tentatively scheduled for 
December 28, 1993. The January 1994 board date 
has not been set as of this REN publication. 

trimming trees 
devices will go through this process three times 
before the line goes dead. 

The disturbance to the line is often caused by 
tree branches. This explains why most electric 
utilities have an aggressive tree-trimming pro¬ 
gram in place. But, back to the flashing* clocks. 

There are some solutions to the problem. 
You can buy digital clocks and appliances with 
back-ups for the digital display. These days, 
many clocks, timers on computers, video tape 
recorders and kitchen appliances are designed 
to take a battery that will take over during power 
interruptions. 

Think about your landscaping plans and 
don’t plant trees near the line, or recognize that 
branches may be trimmed when or before they 
grow near lines. You may want to report trees that 
need to be trimmed away from power lines, but 
by all means, don’t try doing so yourself. Call 
Illinois Valley Electric when trees have grown into 
power lines. 

“SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT” 
IVEC expands communication system to include . . . 

New paging service 
IVEC now offers paging!! For as low as $ 12.00 per month — Coverage 
options and toll free paging available — For details' call 1-800-654-1088 

Ask for the Member Services Department 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
provides Rural TV service 

You Don’t Have 
To Buy Basics To 

Get Premiums! 
Up To 150 Channels Of Entertainment 
• Over 1500 Movies Per Month • Over 
5000 Sporting Events Annually • Music 
Videos • 24 Hour News and Weather ' 

uniden 

• Built in Descrambler 
• Wireless Remote 

Call toll-free 1-800-654- 

There are lots of reasons people choose Rural 
TV as their satellite TV service. 
★ Financing available —15% down —24 months @ 8% APR 

★ IVEC provides and installs complete Uniden satellite 
television systems. 

★ Check our low installation price! $1,997.50— Uniden 4400 
7 %' Winegard Dish System. 

★ C-Band (24-channel) and Ku-Band (32-channel) 
★ Check our easy “do it yourself’ installation — $999.00 

— Uniden 4300 6f fixed position dish system. 

★ Ask about our TV program subscriptions — low monthly 
rates. 
• Economy Pack Service — $8.95 mo. 
• Basic Service — $11.95 mo. 

1088 Ask for a Member Services Representative 

Quarterly operating statement 
Report for January 1 to September 30r 1993 

Account Description 1992 1993 Statistics and Revenue Data 1992 1993 
Operating Revenue and Patronage Capital $5,445,089 $6,032,339 Number Connected Consumers  5,650 5,715 

Cost of Purchased Power  3,418,074 3,428,376 Average KWH Used  7,944 8,593 

Distribution Expense — Operation  191,787 203,777 Average Bill  $970.26 $1,064.66 

Distribution Expense — Maintenance  279,976 342,049 No. KWH Purchased  49,260,963 53,726,885 

Consumer Accounts Expense  137,587 144,592 No. KWH Sold & Used by Co-op  44,745,882 48,881,006 

Customer Service and Line Loss Percent  92% 9.0% 

Informational Expense  116,283 132,958 Cost Per KWH Purchased   6.94c 6.38C 

Administrative & General Expense  488,790 548,815 Cost Per KWH Delivered  13.07C 12.38C 

Operation & Maintenance Expense  4,632,497 4,800,567 Member Cost Per KWH  12.21C 12.39C 

Depreciation & Amortization Expense  112,680 129,106 Miles Energized  1,748 1,755 

Tax Expense - Property  36,253 28,417 Revenue Per Mile  $3,115.04 $3,437.23 

Tax Expense-Other    66,746 58,832 Total Expense Per Mile  $3,333.40 $3,435.49 

Interest on Long-Term Debt  978,612 1,012,360 Total Cooperative Payroll   $795,604 $877,289 

Cost of Electric Service  5,826,788 6,029,282 Total Out-of-Pocket Direct Expenses 

Patronage Capital & Operating Margins .. (381,699) 3,057 Reimbursed to Employees  $1,746.67 $2,588.05 

Nonoperating Margins - Interest  36,667 40,248 Total Director Per Diem Days  188 188 

Nonoperating Margins-Other  34,689 52,053 Total Director Per Diem Amount  $14,157.00 $14,100.00 

Extraordinary Items  0- 1,444 Total Out-of-Pocket Direct ilxpenses 

Patronage Capital or Margins  (310,343) 96,802 Reimbursed to Directors  $10,56ai5 $20,603.93 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
Is this your account number? 

0000882501 Ca|| to|Mree _ 800-654-1088 
If your name appears in this center section, mixed in with copy, you 
will receive a nice prize. 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
Enhance Your Communications!!! 
Portable or mobile radio and telephone service 

^ from 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Providing 

MOTOROLA 
COMMUNICATION PRODUCTS 

Route 6 & 34 West 

Financing available — 15% down • 24 months • 8% APR 

* Two-Way 
radio service 

* Offering 
area-wide coverage 

* Reach your people 
in the field or on the road 

The Radio System features the following specifications: 
★ The 800 MHZ Frequency Trunking System “pools” several radio channels so that 

all users in a given area have automatic access to any free channel. 
★ A trunked system provides added privacy to conversations. 
★ Interruptions from outside conversations are almost impossible. 
★ Operation is simple: After the volume level is set, the push talk button is the only 

control needed. 
All these features for as little as $7.00 per month. 

Optional Telephone Interconnect 
★ If your mobile radio is equipped for telephone, by merely the push of the phone 

button, your mobile radio connects you to a commercial telephone line. After the 
dial tone is heard, your mobile radio ’’becomes” a telephone. 

This feature for as little as $11.45 per month. 

For information about or ordering radio equipment — 
Call Toll Free 800-654-1088 — 

ask for the Member Services Department 
or call 

PRO'COMM U.S.A. MOTOROLA 

Toll-Free 800-322-0981 
IVEC and Pro-Comm U.S.A. have entered into a contract appointing Pro-Comm as exclusive 

marketing representative for the IVEC trunked radio system. IVEC has made this appointment 
to ensure that its current and future customers have the availability of the most professional 
and technical information available as to their equipment needs. Pro-Comm is a division of 
Quad City Two-Way, Inc., which is a factory authorized Motorola Service Center, the largest 
radio service and sales business in western/north central Illinois and eastern Iowa. 

Pro-Comm sales representatives are: 
Quad Cities area 
Rick Peterson 
Marketing Manager 
(800)322-0981 

• Princeton-Bureau County 
NAPA Auto Parts Store 
Dick Heaton 
(815)875-6419 

• LaSalle-Putnam counties 
Sandie Greenan 
Marseilles 
(815)795-5414 

• Henry-Bureau counties 
Ott Owens 
(800)322-0981 
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The 'paperless' newspaper 
Electronics changing readers' options 

Just before dawn on 
August 15, a gunman in 
California shot and killed two 
hostages in a police standoff that 
ended at 5 a.m. About the same 
time, a teenager on a bicycle was 
tossing copies of the San Jose 
Mercury News onto the front 
porch steps of the newspaper’s 
sleeping subscribers. 

Over the next few hours. 
Mercury News readers skimmed 
the morning paper over coffee. 
News of the slain hostages was 
not in it; the presses had shut 
down long before the story’s 
tragic conclusion. 

By 7:26 a.m., however, sub¬ 
scribers with computers could 
switch them on and read about 
the resolution to the standoff. 

By subscribing to an elec¬ 
tronic information service called 
America On-Line, anybody with 
a personal computer hooked to 
a phone can get the full text — 
with occasional updates — of the 
daily Mercury News, right on a 
home or office computer screen. 

The San Jose daily is one of 
hundreds of newspapers around 
the country experimenting with 
electronics as a way to bring the 
news into subscribers’ homes. 

The New York Times, 
Washington Post, Chicago 
Tribune and others are looking 
into ways to re-use the news that 
they spend so much time and 
money collecting every day but 
now publish only one time in 
one format. 

“We’re just looking at new 
ways to market the information 
that we have,” says Pat Ecke of 
the New York Times. Ecke pub¬ 
lishes a daily eight-page sum¬ 
mary of the paper sent via fax 
machine to cruise ships and 
overseas resorts where the 
Times is not sold. 

Newspaper executives believe 
that electronic publishing may 
be a way for them to woo a 

generation of readers lost to 
the visual excitement of televi¬ 
sion, video games and com¬ 
puters. Just 52.6 percent of the 
American public reads a daily 
newspaper. 

Not all versions of the elec¬ 
tronic newspaper will have 
instant news updates like the 
Mercury News, although up-to- 
the-minute stock market reports 
and sneak peaks at tomorrow’s 
classified ads might be popular 
features. 

Rather, on-line editions might 
offer access to old newspaper 
clippings so a reader with a taste 
for French food could look up 
last month’s review of a new 
bistro or a subscriber puzzled by 
a complex story could read back¬ 
ground reports. 

The Mercury News offers 
cross-referencing for other, non¬ 
newspaper services. Someone 
reading a story about a speech, 
for instance, can opt to view the 
entire text of the speech, even 
though it’s not printed in the 
paper. “Our main goal,” ex¬ 
plains Bill Mitchell, director 
of electronic publishing at the 
Mercury News, “is to make the 
newspaper itself more valuable 
to people.” 

Roger Fidler, director of media 

technology at Knight-Ridder, a 
giant newspaper chain, offers a 
futuristic scenario. Fidler, who is 
writing a book about his vision, 
dreams of a portable electronic 
newspaper that readers can 
carry anywhere — to the office or 
on a subway car. 

The key to its success, he says, 
is portability. A lightweight, 
tablet-sized computer would 
reveal a newspaper page laid out 
with slim columns of type, bold 
headlines and sharp pictures on 
its screen. The reader could tap 
an attached pen on a headline, 
and the story would fill the 
screen, making it easy to read. A 
menu would allow the reader to 
choose from news, sports and 
other regular newspaper sections. 

Eventually, Fidler hopes, the 
technology will be sophisticated 
enough to make the on-screen 
newspaper interactive: The tap 
of a pen on a restaurant ad, 
for example, would connect 
the reader’s computer with 
the restaurant’s reservation 
system. 

Experts say a model such as 
the one Fidler envisions would 
have to cost as little as $500 to 
appeal to a mass audience. 

Some newspapers are toying 
with other “Information Age” 
vehicles to get their words out. 

Large newspapers such as the 
Atlanta Journal and Constitu¬ 
tion, the Washington Post and 
the Los Angeles Times have 
special telephone numbers that 
readers can call to hear up-to- 
the-minute sports scores, news 
reports and even horoscopes and 
personal ads. The Baltimore Sun 
offers a telephone job resume 
service. 

Widespread use of paperless 
news is still a few years away. 
Fidler hopes it will be popular 
within five years. But most 
experts expect to see it after the 
turn of the century. 
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Two-way TV turns living room 
into shopping center 

It’s not too hard to imagine 
sinking into the sofa after a 
too-long work day, too tired 
to cook dinner or shop for the 
baby shower gift you need on 
Saturday. You know the bank 
closes at 7, and you just don’t 
have the energy to get there. 

It would be heaven to pick up 
the remote control and let the 
television take over for a while. 
But you’re hungry, and you 
have to buy that gift. And if you 
don’t transfer some money into 
your checking account tonight, 
the mortgage check will bounce. 

Enter interactive television, 
which, when it becomes avail¬ 
able in some locations sometime 
this year, will do the work while 
you sit on the couch. With a 
tap on a TV remote control, 
you could order a pizza (your 
favorite toppings would be pre¬ 
programmed so you don’t even 
have to choose); buy a baby gift 
(using either a credit card or 
checking account number); and 
take care of your banking. 

And that’s not all. Do you 
guess the letters on the Wheel of 
Fortune gameboard faster than 
Vanna White can flip them over? 
This two-way TV set-up will let 
you play along with other home 
viewers. Do you know more 
than the color analyst who calls 
professional football games? 
You’ll be able to spew sports 
trivia with other fans, right from 
your living room. 

With interactive television, a 
viewer cam click a remote control 
button in response to choices 
that appear on a TV screen. If a 
commercial for a new car ap¬ 
pears, you might be asked 
whether you’d like to get a 
brochure in the mail. If you click 
on “yes,” the company will add 
you to its mailing list. Your 
name and address would be pre¬ 

programmed into your TV set. 
Likewise, a spot for a pizza 

company might come on and 
ask if you’d like to order your 
usual pie. Click on yes, and it 
will arrive at your door in 30 
minutes. 

Or you could select “banking” 
from an on-screen menu of 
options. You would be allowed to 
pay bills, transfer funds between 
accounts and conduct other 
business, right from your living 
room. If you’d like to order 
groceries, you’d point and shoot 
at a shopping “icon” and place 
your order. Likewise, you could 
order merchandise from cata¬ 
logs, choose movies and answer 
opinion polls, all with your 
remote control. 

“Instead of calling an 800 
number,” explains Paul Sturiale, 
public relations manager for the 
EON Corp., “you’ll have an icon 
that appears on the screen. If 
you click on this, you’ll be able 
to order this product. You don’t 
have to copy down an 800 num¬ 
ber and you don’t have to go to 

THE CUTTING EDGE 
RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS SERVICE 

the telephone and dial. All you 
have to do is point and click.” 

The Reston, Va.-based EON 
Corp. plans to offer this tech¬ 
nology in several cities in 1994. 

The technology will use low- 
powered radio waves to transmit 
satellite signals to a box that will 
be hooked to the viewer’s TV set. 
Anyone who buys the $500 box 
will see graphic overlays along 
with the regular picture when 
they watch television shows and 
commercials. The overlays will 
give the viewer the option of 
playing along with a show or 
ordering merchandise. Overlays 
will appear only on shows and 
commercials whose producers 
have paid a fee to the interactive 
TV provider. 

Once the viewer pays for the 
box, there is no subscription fee. 
Viewers will pay only if they 
order merchandise or participate 
in a for-fee service or game. 

Viewers in nine cities — New 
York, Los Angeles, Chicago, 
Philadelphia, Boston, San 
Francisco, Washington, Dallas, 
and Houston — soon will be able 
to use the two-way technology. 
Other highly populated areas 
will eventually get the service. 

Sturiale predicts that because 
of their sparse populations, rural 
areas will be the last to have 
access to interactive TV, but that 
eventually they will. “People in 
rural areas are going to find this 
to be an excellent system be¬ 
cause it’s going to allow them 
convenience and fun that they 
haven’t had before,” he said. 

Two-way TV could save rural 
residents even more time than* 
their city counterparts, Sturiale* 
predicts: “They won’t have to 
take the long trek into town to go 
to the bank and live their lives 
around banker’s hours.” 
— Rural Electric News Service 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
New Illinois Valley Electric program 
offers the latest in home lightning protection 

If you have a houseful of standard or sensitive 
electronic equipment and cringe every time a big 
storm rolls in, you are a prime candidate for Illinois 
Valley Electric’s newest program, SurgeGuard. 

This protection may enable the member to obtain 
a discount on his/her home owners insurance 
premium by contacting their insurance carrier. 

* * * Meter socket adapters* * * 
A. Surge protection for member electric appliances and equipment. Included is a total home 

protection warranty against consequential damages to all standard home equipment such 
as refrigerators, freezers, pumps, etc. Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative will install device 
at meter socket upon order from member. 
★ MSA 120/240 (200 amp) Home Protector 
Meter Socket Plug-In Device  $137.50 
Labor to Install Device  38.50 
Tax  8-59 

$184.59 

★ Includes adapter, installation and 10 year product warranty which includes replacement 
of unit if destroyed while protecting home. 

* * * Plug-in protectors—optional* * * 

B. Protects sensitive electronic equipment such as TVs, VCRs, computers, stereos and other 
home devices requiring more protective shielding. Member installs this simple plug-in 
device inside home. 
★ Two outlet TTC 215 Transient Tamer $68.75 
Tax  4.30 

$73.05 

★ Includes lifetime warranty on plug-in device and lifetime warranty against consequen¬ 
tial damages to all electronic equipment when used in conjunction with MSA Home 
Protector Adapter as listed above. 

C. Provides dial-up phone line protection including FAX machines, telephone answering 
machines and dial-up modems. Member installs this simple plug-in device inside home. 
★ Two outlet TTM 215 Transient Tamer $75.00 
Tax  4.69 

$79.69 

★ Includes lifetime warranty on plug-in device and lifetime warranty against consequen¬ 
tial damages to phone line equipment when used in conjunction with MSA Home 
Protector Adapter as listed above. 

* * * Universal surge protectors* * * 
D. Surge protection for services rated 200 amps or over where single- or three-phase power 

(120/240V) is required to operate equipment. This protection device is installed at the AC 
service distribution panel by member’s electrical contractor or electrician. 
★ USP-L 120/240—1 Phase Protector $172.50 
Tax  10.78 

$183.28 
★ USP-L 120/240—3 Phase Protector $231.74 
Tax  14.48 

$246.22 

★ Includes protector only and 5 year product warranty for replacement of unit if destroyed 
while protecting equipment. This device does not offer a warranty for consequential 
damage if member’s equipment is destroyed by lightning. 



Across the 
manager's desk 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M.-4:30 P.M. P.O. Box 70 
Monday through Friday Route 6 & 34 West 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

their community good to excellent on 15 dif¬ 
ferent elements of community life out of 18 
asked about: personal values (86 percent), com¬ 
munity or civic spirit (85 percent), overall quality 
of life (81 percent), traffic conditions (81 percent), 
friendliness of people (75 percent), condition 
of streets and roads (69 percent), freedom from 
pollution (65 percent), cost of living (62 percent), 
recreation facilities (62 percent), available health 
care services (61 percent), police protection 
(60 percent), privacy (60 percent), job oppor¬ 
tunities (57 percent), availability of entertain¬ 
ment (52 percent), and a place to raise children 
(51 percent). 

A near majority of rural people (49 percent) says 
its public schools rate as good to excellent. The 
two remaining elements, public transportation 
and availability of arts and cultural activities, are 
rated as good to excellent by only 19 percent and 
15 percent respectively. 

Electric co-ops ranked fair, 
efficient and dependable 

Consumer-owned electric cooperatives enjoy a 
high degree of consumer satisfaction — better 
than any other type of electric company, ac¬ 
cording to the survey. Sixty-two percent of con¬ 
sumers who say they are served by electric 
cooperatives say that cooperatives are best in 
terms of fair “profits,” the amount of influence 
consumers can have (also 62 percent), condern 
for the environment (61 percent), fair rates (60 
percent), management efficiency (57 percent), and 
dependable service (56 percent). 

Rural Americans rate their communities 
Following are the percent- Condition of streets Privacy from neighbors. 

ages of rural Americans who and roads 69% community 60% 
rated their communities as Freedom from A place to raise 
“good” or “excellent” in the pollution 65% children 51% 
listed categories: Traffic conditions 81% Availability of health 

Overall quality of life 81% care services 61% 
The public schools 49% Community or civic Availability of arts and 
Public transportation 19% spirit 85% cultural activities 15% 
Police protection 60% Personal values 86% Availability of 
Job opportunities 57% Cost of living 62% entertainment 52% 
Recreation facilities 62% Friendliness of people 75% 

Survey results 
Perception of rural, urban problems 
as different is largely incorrect 

Few Americans associate society’s most- 
publicized ills with rural America, according to a 
recent survey by The Roper Organization. 

Large majorities of between 68 percent and 79 
percent of Americans say they expect to find 
higher unemployment, more inadequate housing, 
and higher infant mortality in the cities, and 
smaller majorities say aging populations and a 
higher poverty rate are urban problems. 

In fact, according to government agencies and 
private groups, levels of joblessness, poverty, 
substandard housing, and the percentage of 
people over 65 are higher in rural areas, while the 
rural infant mortality rate is virtually the same as 
that of the cities. 

Americans do correctly associate a higher 
reported crime rate with big cities. 

The survey on attitudes toward rural America 
was commissioned by the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association in Washington, D.C. 
NRECA is the national service cooperative for 
some 1,000 consumer-owned electric utilities. 

Rural Americans regard 
their home highest 

No other Americans rate their communities as 
highly as do rural Americans, according to the 
survey. 

Impressive majorities of rural Americans rate 
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Utility groups join to accelerate use of solar power 
A group of electric utility organizations has 

unearthed one of their best potential customers 
— themselves. 

The new organization, the Utility Photovoltaic 
Group (UPVG), has been formed to build market- 
driven approaches to expand the use of photo¬ 
voltaic (PV) cells for large applications. PVs are a 
renewable technology that directly produce elec¬ 
tricity from the sun. 

As part of their strategy to commercialize elec¬ 
tricity from the sun, UPVG will start market 
education and promotion to exploit the 60 or so 
utility applications that have become economi¬ 
cally competitive. The group cites irrigation as an 
example. This is an instance where conventional 
power lines can be avoided by the uses of PVs. And 

as markets are assured, large manufacturing 
facilities and better economies of scale result in 
lower prices. 

Remote vacation cabins provide another exam¬ 
ple of where PVs might be used efficiently. A PV 
power pack might prove to be far more cost 
effective than building a line. 

The National Rural Electric Cooperative As¬ 
sociation, representing 1,000 consumer-owned 
rural electric systems, the American Public power 
Association, the association of municipal electric 
systems, and Edison Electric Institute, the as¬ 
sociation of investor-owned electric utilities, along 
with the utility research arm, the Electric Power 
Research Institute make up the UPVG. 

Charles A. Eberhard 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
provides Rural TV service 

You Don’t Have 
To Buy Basics To 

Get Premiums! 
Up To 150 Channels Of Entertainment 
• Over 1500 Movies Per Month • Over 
5000 Sporting Events Annually • Music 
Videos • 24 Hour News and Weather 

s-tggfT ^55 

uniderv 

There are lots of reasons people choose Rural 
TV as their satellite TV service. 
★ Financing available —15% down —24 months @ 8% APR 

★ IVEC provides and installs complete Uniden satellite 
television systems. 

★ Check our low installation price! $1,997.50 — Uniden 4400 
7 V2 ' Winegard Dish System. 

★ C-Band (24-channel) and Ku-Band (32-channel) 
★ Check our easy “do it yourself9 installation — $999.00 

— Uniden 4300 6' fixed position dish system. 

★ Ask about our TV program subscriptions — low monthly 
rates. 
• Economy Pack Service — $8.95 mo. 
• Basic Service — $11.95 mo. 

Call toll-free 1-800-654-1088 Ask for a Member Services Representative 

“SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT” 
IVEC expands communication system to include . . . 

★ ★ New paging service ★ ★ 
IVEC now offers paging!! For as low as $ 12.00 per month — Coverage 
options and toll free paging available — For details call 1-800-654-1088 

Ask for the Member Services Department 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
Is this your account number? 

0001040500 ^ 
Call toll-free — 800-654-1088 

If your name appears in this center section, mixed in with copy, you 
will receive a nice prize. 
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Board Room 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called 
to order by president Earl Bates at 11 a.m. on 
Tuesday, November 23, 1993, with all directors 
present but Ralph Freebaim. Manager T.L. 
Christensen and attorney Barnhart were also 
present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the 
past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board 
concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 
reviewed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or 
moved on: 

1. A motion was made and approved for IVEC 
to enter into a radio sales promotion with Pro 
Comm USA for one month and to share the cost. 

2. A motion was made and approved for the 
appointment of a board member to serve on 
the board for the Community Development 
Corporation, presently being organized, involving 
the counties of Bureau, LaSalle, Grundy, Putnam 
and Marshall. 

3. A motion was made and approved to adopt 
the Illinois Cooperative Workmen’s Compensation 
Group and cancel the present insurance carrier for 
employee workmen’s compensation. This group 
represents all electric and telephone cooperatives 
interested in being in one pool for workmen’s com¬ 
pensation insurance within Illinois. 

4. A motion was made and approved that the 
cooperative participate in the 1994 Youth to 

Washington Tour and in the 1994 Illinois Rural 
Electric Youth Day. 

5. A motion was made and approved that IVEC 
participate in the Princeton Trade Show for 1994. 

6. A motion was made and approved to pur¬ 
chase three above ground gas tanks for IVEC 
locations and to pay the estimated cost of removal 
of the underground gas tanks. This action was 
necessary to comply with EPA regulations. 

7. The board approved changing the 
December 28, 1993, board meeting date to 
December 21, 1993, due to a trip scheduled to 
REA and CFC for debt restructuring negotiations. 

8. The board approved a change in the January, 
February and March board meeting dates also. 
The dates are as follows: Friday, January 28, 
1994, Friday, February 25, 1994 and Friday, 
March 25, 1994. 

9. The board approved management continue 
to pursue an agreement for load management 
with Metamora Telephone Company, and if, a 
reasonable agreement is not reached, the pur¬ 
chase of a new 150-MHZ radio system. 

10. A motion was made and approved to hire 
Electric Labs to do the 1994 meter testing for 
IVEC. 

11. A motion was made and approved to post¬ 
pone the O&M Services pole inspection program 
for 1994 in lieu of IVEC crews concentrating on 
more extensive forestry right-of-way clearing 
projects. 

12. A motion was made and approved to retain 
the auditors Larson, Allen, Weishair and Company 
for December 1993 audit. 

13. A motion was made and approved to have 
board member Joe Danielson represent IVEC at 
Federated Rural Electric Insurance Corporation’s 
Annual Meeting to be held in February 1994. 

The next board meeting Is scheduled for 
December 21, 1993, at 10 a.m. The January board 
meeting is January 28, 1994. The February 
meeting is scheduled for the 25th. 

If you depend on life-support 
equipment we need to know 

While Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative strives 
to maintain the best possible service with a 
minimum of outage time, occasional outages, either 
planned or uncontrolled, do occur. 

Your cooperative needs to know the names and 
location of cooperative members who depend on 
life-support equipment. We keep a registry of 
members on life-support equipment, and it is 
important that this information be current and 
accurate. We will make every effort to give priority 
to restore service to members on life-support 
systems. 

If you or a member of your family depend on life- 
support equipment, please fill out this form and mail 
to us as quickly as possible. 

Name  

Phone no.  

Address  

Location no.  Account no.  

Type of support equipment  

Days of use  

Time of use  

Name of doctor  

Address  

Do you have an emergency stand-by generator to 
operate this equipment? YES  NO 

Mail this to: Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, ATTN: Life 
Support Registry, P.0. Box 70, Princeton, IL 61356 
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Here's news about controlling your 
heating and cooling costs 

GT is the 
efficient alternative. 

Geothermal heating, cooling and water heating. 
We call it System:GT. 

In the winter, the system is reversed, providing 
a 30 percent gain in air conditioning efficiency 
compared to other methods. 

In the summer, an underground system of 
pipes collects heat from the soil and brings it into 
your home — a method four times more efficient 
than gas or oil furnaces. 

SystermGT can heat your water, too —for 
significant savings on your year-round energy bill. 

It's the latest in heating and cooling technology. 
For more information, contact Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
at toll free 1-800-654-1088 ask for a member services representative. 

* *Cash rebates* * 
• Illinois Valley Electric will rebate $75 per kw installed up to 

a maximum $3,000.00 for the all-electric geothermal system. 
• Ask about IVEC’s off-peak rate of 3.75 cents/kwh for more 

savings combining geothermal heating with ETS secondary 
heating. 

* *For more details* * 
Call Illinois Valley Electric at toll free 800-654-1088 

^ or the following WaterFurnace dealers: 
• Philhower Electric Plumbing & Heating, Main Street, 

Tiskilwa, IL 61368, (815) 646-4481 
• Turczyn Heating and Air Conditioning, 1328 Pulaski Street, 

Peru, IL 61354, (815) 223-0715 
• Energy Specialists Co., 224 N. Main Street, Toluca, IL 61369, 

(800) 782-7491 
• Ottawa Heating & Air-Conditioning, 632 First Ave., Ottawa, 

IL 61350, (815) 433-1811 
• Johnson Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration, P.O. 

Box 53, 107 E. Mill St., Kewanee, IL 61443, (309) 852-2610 

Another 
benefit!! 

Install 
System:GT 

now and earn 

$500.00 
Cash Bonus 

Special bonus of $500.00 
paid by our power supplier, 
Soyland Power Cooperative, 
Decatur. 

In short, System:GT . .. 
■ has low operating cost 
■ provides comfort all year 
■ uses energy resources wisely . . . 
and it’s safe, clean, convenient. 

Statement of nondiscrimination 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc., Princeton Illinois 

is the recipient of Federal financial assistance from the Rural 
Electrification Administration, an agency of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, and is subject to the provisions 
of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, 
the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, and 
the rules and regulations of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture which provide that no person in the United 
States on the basis of race, color, national origin, age 
or handicap shall be excluded from participation in, 
admission or access to, denied the benefits of, or otherwise 
be subjected to discrimination under any of this or¬ 

ganization’s programs or activities. 
The person responsible for coordinating this organi¬ 

zation’s nondiscrimination compliance efforts is T.L. 
Christensen, General Manager. Any individual, or specific 
class of individuals, who feels that this organization has sub¬ 
jected them to discrimination may obtain further infor¬ 
mation about the statutes and regulations listed above from 
and/or file a written complaint with this organization; or the 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, 
D.C. 20250; or the Administrator, Rural Electrification 
Administration, Washington, D.C. 20250. Complaints must 
be filed within 180 days after the alleged discrimination. 
Confidentiality will be maintained to the extent possible. 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

* * * Available options and programs * * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, and others are for convenience and safety. 

* * * Featuring this month * * * 

Example of . . . 
Warm room concept 
installations 

Electric thermal storage heating is a 
clean, safe, comfortable and reliable 
secondary method of heating your 
home during "on peak" times when 

primary electric heat is interrupted. This heating choice is growing in 
popularity in America because it is 100 percent efficient and provides 
consumers with considerable savings in heating costs. These savings 
are realized by members taking advantage of off-peak electric rates 
offered by Illinois Valley Electric. 

The off-peak rate is 3.75 cents per kilowatt-hour. 

Look over this list and find the programs 
that lit your needs and call us. 

• Off-peak space heating with electricity as primary source at special rate of 3.75 cents kwh — 
$75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• All-electric residential rate — for controlled energy usage 
• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat 

for geothermal and space heating “all-electric" systems during interruptible periods. 
• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak rate schedules) 
• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for IVEC members only — 

$125.00 rebate if controlled when “on-peak" periods occur 
• A $10 per month off-peak credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled for 

the months of June, July, August and September 
• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 

★ Up to 400% efficiency — ground source ★better than gas furnace ★clean energy 
★ off-peak rate of 3.75<t kwh with ETS secondary heating ★economical/affordable 
★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 
• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Economy Pack $8.95 mo. — Basic Service 

$11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. — other program selections available 
• Air conditioning off-peak credit of $10 for summer months of June, July, August and 

September — $40 total benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 
• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month — no maintenance headaches 
• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 
• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 
• Six bill payment locations throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 
• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 
• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage. 
• Installation of home lightning protection equipment 
• Paging service — wide area network in Illinois 

If you want more information about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member 
Services Department at toll-free 800-654-1088. 



Attention snowmobilers: Guy wires on 

utility poles can be hard to spot as 

you speed across the countryside. 

When skimming over the white land¬ 

scape this winter, be alert for ob¬ 

stacles such as trees, fences, other 

snowmobilers and utility pole guy 

wires. Keep alert, because these guys 

can be trouble. 

tlcctric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Getting the job done ... TOGETHER 

12d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/February 1994 



10-pound 'virtual office' 
goes wherever worker does 

In the not-too-distant future, 
you’ll be able to pack up your 
office and take it with you 
wherever you go. 

It will weigh less than 10 
pounds and will consist of a 
notebook-sized laptop computer 
with a built-in modem that 
allows you to send electronic 
messages and faxes to your 
colleagues. It will include a 
portable printer and maybe a 
cellular telephone. 

You won’t have a desk to sit at, 
a time clock to punch or walls 
where you can hang pictures of 
your children. You’ll be able to 
work anywhere: at home, in 
your car, at a client’s office, or in 
an airport lounge. 

It’s called a “virtual office,’’ 
and organizational experts say 
it’s the wave of the future. 

Sales reps at IBM and a hand¬ 
ful of other big companies have 
already been sent packing; at 
one national advertising agency 
in New York, employees come to 
the office only for meetings. 
Otherwise, they work where and 
when they choose. 

The virtual office is an exten¬ 
sion of the growing trend called 
“telecommuting,” which allows 
employees to bring their work 
home with them to do via com¬ 
puter and telephone. They skip 
the commute; their pre-schoolers 
stay at home during the day. 
They report high productivity 
and increased job satisfaction. 

No longer just for traveling 
salespeople dialing in from their 
motel rooms to place orders, 
telecommuting is now in use at 
many corporations. Notably, 
companies with fewer than 100 
employees comprise 81 percent 
of the telecommuters. 

Today’s work force is more 
mobile than at any other time in 
history. 

“With new technology the 

workplace can be anywhere,” 
says Michael Bell, the director of 
corporate real estate for Dun 
& Bradstreet. But the virtual 
office means more than hauling 
around a briefcase full of hard¬ 
ware. It also means a new way of 
working and thinking. 

Over the next decade, man¬ 
agement expert Gil Gordon 
estimates, more than one-third 
of the U.S. work force will main¬ 
tain nontraditional work sched¬ 
ules and millions will spend at 
least one day a week working 
out of their homes. 

In 1992, there were 7.6 million 
telecommuters — people who 
are employed by companies but 
work full- or part-time outside of 
the office, according to Link 
Resources, a New York research 
firm. The U.S. Department of 
Transportation says that num¬ 
ber could increase to 15 million 
within the next 10 years. The 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
estimates 20 million Americans 
do some work — either full- or 
part-time, either as telecom¬ 
muters or as self-employed small 
business owners or contractors 
— at home. Link says the num¬ 
ber has grown at an annual 
average rate of 12.7 percent 

since 1989. 
By the year 2000, organiza¬ 

tional experts say, many busi¬ 
nesses will have two tiers linking 
permanent, full-time employees 
and temporary, part-time 
workers by computers, modems, 
video screens and faxes. 

“First there was the telegraph 
and then the telephone and now 
we’ve got personal computers, 
faxes and video teleconfer¬ 
encing,” says Edward Cornish, 
president of the World Future 
Society in Bethesda, Maryland. 
“The prospect of living your life 
and conducting business with¬ 
out ever being in the same room 
as your colleagues isn’t out of 
question, and I’m sure it’s quite 
attractive to some.” 

Management gurus such as 
Tom Peters and Peter Drucker 
have predicted such a scenario 
for years, and over the past 
decade dozens of major cor¬ 
porations, including American 
Express, AT&T, Time Warner, 
IBM, Avon, and Hewlett Packard 
have begun to offer work-at- 
home options for some of their 
employees. 

Even the federal government 
is testing telecommuting: In a 
pilot program called “Flexiplace,” 
700 of the nation’s 2.8 million 
federal employees work at 
home. Others — who work 
in cities but live in distant 
communities — are reporting to 
new satellite offices near their 
rural homes instead of com¬ 
muting two or more hours to the 
main offices. 

The premise is that advanced 
computer technology allows 
some employees to do their work 
just as well, or better, from a 
satellite office, without having to 
drive to the city. 

Distance is no longer a hin¬ 
drance to corporate decision- 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
* * * Available options and programs* * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, and others are for convenience and safety. 

* * * Featuring this month* * * 
O High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special 

price of $125.00 for IVEC members only. 

• Earn $10 credit on your electric bill with control 
device for months of June, July, August, September. 

• $125.00 Rebate if controlled by timer clock after 30 
days. 

Look over this list and find the programs 
that fit your needs and call us. 

• Off-peak space heating with electricity as primary source at special rate of 3.75 cents kwh — 
$75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• All-electric residential rate — for controlled energy usage 

• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat 
for geothermal and space heating "all-electric" systems during interruptible periods. 

• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak rate schedules) 

• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for IVEC members only — 
$125.00 rebate if controlled when "on-peak" periods occur 

• A $10 per month off-peak credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled for 
the months of June, July, August and September 

• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 

★ Up to 400% efficiency — ground source ★better than gas furnace ★clean energy 
★ off-peak rate of 3.75c kwh with ETS secondary heating ★ economical/affordable 
★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 

• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Economy Pack $8.95 mo. — Basic Service 
$11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. — other program selections available 

• Air conditioning off-peak credit of $10 for summer months of June, July, August and September — 
$40 total benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 

• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month — no maintenance headaches 

• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 

• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 

• Six bill payment locations throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 

• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 

• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage. 

• Installation of home lightning protection equipment 

• Paging service — wide area coverage in Illinois 

If you want more information about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member 
Services Department at toll-free 800-654-1088. 
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Across the 
manager's desk 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. —4:30 P.M. P.O. Box 70 
Monday through Friday Route 6 & 34 West 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

Americans remember the energy crisis 
Twenty years after the oil embargo, a large 

majority of Americans not only remember the 
energy crisis, but they also believe it will happen 
again, according to a national poll conducted by 
Americans for Energy Independence, an energy 
policy organization located in Washington, D.C. 

The poll found that 68 percent remember the 
1973 energy crisis and 58 percent think the 
United States could experience another oil shock. 
While the U.S. actually imports more oil today 
than it did in 1973, the nation’s electric utilities 
decreased their consumption by using other fuels 
to generate electricity. 

Nationwide, oil imports have increased 23 
percent, from 6 million barrels of oil a day in 1973 
to 7.4 million barrels of oil a day in the first six 
months of 1993. The poll found that 56 percent 
of Americans don’t know that imports of oil are 
more than 20 years ago. 

But electric utilities, which used 1.5 million bar¬ 
rels of oil each day before the energy crisis to 
generate electricity, use fewer than 500,000 bar¬ 
rels daily today. 

The major change cited in the nation’s electric 
supply since the 1973 embargo is that the con¬ 
tributions of nuclear energy and oil have reversed. 

In 1973, oil accounted for 17 percent of our 

20 Years After the Oil Embargo 

Do Americans Know 
We Import More Oil? 

Source: Bruskin/Goldring 9/93 44% know 56% don't know 

Fact: Imports 
Are Up By 23% 

Source: DOE/EIA Monthly 
Energy Review 1993 

Barrels of Oil Per Day 

1993 
(first six months) 

6 million 7.4 million 

utility-generated electricity; today it is only 3 
percent. During the same period, nuclear energy 
grew from a 4 percent to a 33 percent share. Coal 
remains the largest source at 56 percent with 
hydroelectric and natural gas at 9 percent each. 

Espy is on the right track with USDA changes 
A new U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural 

Utilities Service would combine the telephone and 
electric programs of the Rural Electrification 
Administration with the water and sewer pro¬ 
grams of the Rural Development Administration, 
Secretary of Agriculture Mike Espy has proposed 
as part of his plan to restructure the entire 
Department. 

“Secretary Espy is on the right track,” said Bob 
Bergland, executive vice president of the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, the 
Washington, D.C., representative for the nation’s 
1,000 consumer-owned electric utilities. 

Bergland said that Espy “has a huge job ahead 

of him, and none of this will happen overnight. But 
he did recognize there’s one thing you don’t have 
to reinvent — rural electric cooperatives. We are 
a ready-made delivery system, the natural choice 
for getting things done.” 

The proposed reorganization is consistent with 
a new law passed in October that broadens REA 
loans to include non-electric rural development 
assistance. 

Espy’s overall proposal reduces the number of 
Agriculture Department agencies from 43 to 30, 
cuts at least 7,500 of 124,000 jobs, and shaves 
$2.3 billion from the department’s $62 billion 
budget over the next five years. 
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Impact of Clinton's health reform on rural areas is not yet clear 
President Clinton’s health care reform proposal 

offers “an improvement over the current situa¬ 
tion,” says Bob Bergland, executive vice president 
of the National Rural Electric Cooperative As¬ 
sociation, the Washington, D.C., service organiza¬ 
tion for the nation’s 1,000 consumer-owned rural 
electric utilities. 

The effect of the proposal on rural areas is 
still not clear. Congress is expected to make 
major changes to the plan during the coming 
months. 

The Clinton plan refers to rural electric and 
telephone cooperatives by name as being eligible 
to form “corporate alliances.” Other groups 

eligible to form such alliances are employers with 
more than 5,000 workers and existing collective 
bargaining plans with more than 5,000 covered 
employees. 

Clinton proposes to ensure access to care for 
rural Americans through federal funding and 
technical assistance to develop primary care 
systems; grants to develop telecommunications 
links between rural health care providers and 
urban health care institutions; an expanded 
National Health Services Crops to reduce the 
shortage of health care providers; and incentives 
to attract and retain health professionals in rural 
areas. Sandra Fisher 

Board Room 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called 
to order by president Earl Bates at 11 a.m. on 
Tuesday, December 21, 1993, with all directors 
present but Ralph Freebaim. Manager T.L. 
Christensen and attorney Barnhart were also 
present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the 
past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board 
concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 
reviewed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or 
moved on: 

1. A motion was made and approved to pur¬ 
chase an air filter system for the headquarters in 
Princeton. 

2. A motion was made and approved to write 
off the 1992 bad debts. 

3. A motion was made and approved to adopt 

the IVEC’s radio sales plan as recommended by 
the manager for 1994. 

4. The board approved director Joe Danielson 
to represent IVEC at the National Rural Telecom¬ 
munications Council Annual Meeting in New 
Orleans. 

5. The board approved the date of Tuesday, 
August 2, 1994, for the IVEC Annual Meeting. The 
meeting will be held at the Princeton High School. 
Details will be in future REN publications. 

6. A motion was made and approved in the 
November 23, 1993, board meeting to purchase 
three above-ground gasoline tanks for IVEC 
locations and to pay the estimated cost of removal 
of the underground gasoline tanks. This action 
was necessary to comply with EPA regulations. In 
addition to that motion a motion was made in the 
December 21, 1993, meeting to approve purchase 
of an additional fuel tank. 

7. An Illinois Cooperative Workmen’s Compen¬ 
sation Group has been formed for all cooperatives 
interested in participating. A motion was made 
and approved to have the manager represent IVEC 
at the Illinois Cooperative Worker’s Compensation 
Group Annual Meeting held in Springfield in 
January. 

The next board meeting is scheduled for 
January 28, 1993, at 10 a.m. The February board 
meeting is February 25, 1994. The March meeting 
is scheduled for the 25th. 

IVEC MEMBERS . . 

Scheduled 
FEBRUARY 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI - SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 

MARCH 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 
meter 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

reading 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

dates for 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

1994 27 28 27 28 29 30 31 
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IVEC members . . . 
★ Save on the cost of a new electric 60- 

or 80-gallon water heater. 

* The water heater is 
device is applied!! 

Install a 
new SEPCO 
energy 
efficient 
water heater 
from IVEC 

Need a new 
water heater? 

only $ 1 25-00 
Should you need to replace 

your existing water heater, keep 
in mind that IVEC has 60-gallon 
and 80-gallon water heaters 
available for $125.00 to mem¬ 
bers only. 

If a control device is installed, 
the $125.00 will be rebated to 
you after 30 days. 

You can heat 

and . . . 

• earn off-peak credit for four 
months with optional control device 

$ 1 0.00 credit 

IVEC members . . . 
Do you have an 
electric water heater? 

If you do, you should con¬ 
sider a "control device" pro¬ 
vided and installed by Illinois 
Valley Electric to receive a 
$ 10.00 credit. This is a guaran¬ 
teed savings that totals $40.00 
over the four months of June, 
July, August and September. 

No obligation. For details, call our Member Services Department 
toll-free 800-654-1088. 

IVEC members! 24-hour emergency dispatch service 
Call 800-654-1088 to report power failures. 

rgSngn “SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT” 
IVEC expands communication system to include . . . 
t ★ ★ New paging service ★ ★ 
\ IVEC now offers paging!! For as low as $ 12.(X) per month — Coverage. 1 options and toll free paging available — For details call 1-800-654-1088 J Ask for the Member Services Department 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
Is this your account number? 

0001106000 ^ „ Bi , Call toll-free — 800-654^1088 

If your name appears in this center section, mixed in with copy, you 
will receive a nice prize. 
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Enhance Your Communications!!! 
Portable or mobile radio and telephone service 

||| from 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
Route 6 & 34 West Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Providing 

MOTOROLA 
COMMUNICATION PRODUCTS 

Financing available — 15% down • 24 months • 8% APR 

ffering * Reach your people 
radio service area-wide coverage in the field or on the road 

The Radio System features the following specifications: 
★ The 800 MHZ Frequency Trunking System “pools” several radio channels so that 

all users in a given area have automatic access to any free channel. 
★ A trunked system provides added privacy to conversations. 
★ Interruptions from outside conversations are almost impossible. 
★ Operation is simple: After the volume level is set, the push talk button is the only 

control needed. 
All these features for as little as $7.00 per month. 

Optional Telephone Interconnect 
★ If your mobile radio is equipped for telephone, by merely the push of the phone 

button, your mobile radio connects you to a commercial telephone line. After the 
dial tone is heard, your mobile radio ’’becomes” a telephone. 

This feature for as little as $11.45 per month. 

For information about or ordering radio equipment — 
Call ToU Free 800-654-1088 — 

ask for the Member Services Department 

EARN EXTRA $$$ EARN EXTRA $$$ EARN EXTRA $$$ 
IVEC is seeking members who are interested in reading meters once a month in their service 

area. Meter readers get paid for each assigned meter plus mileage. Mail this application or call 
toll free (800) 654-1088. 

To: 
* * * Meter reader application 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
P.0. Box 70 
Princeton, Illinois 61356 
Attention: meter reader application 
I am interested in being an Illinois Valley Electric Neighborhood 
Meter Reader when a route position becomes available. Please 
send me an application form. I am a member of Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative. 

Name Address 

City Zip Telephone i 1 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
CN 

IVEC payment centers to serve your area 
Illinois Valley Electric has established six locations to pay electric 

bills in addition to its office facilities in Princeton. This added 
convenience is another service to benefit IVEC members. 

These banks and branch facilities will accept 
payments during their regular business hours. 

☆ Galva Area 
First Illini Bank 

112 N. Exchange Street 
Galva, Illinois 61434 

☆ Ottawa Area 
First National Bank of Ottawa 

701 LaSalle Street 
Ottawa, Illinois 61350 

☆ Princeton Area ☆ Sheffield Area 
Citizens First National Bank of Princeton First Bank of Sheffield 

606 South Main Street 113 South Main Street 
Princeton, Illinois 61356 Sheffield, Illinois 61361 

☆ Kewanee Area ☆ Peru-LaSalle Area 
Peoples National Bank of Kewanee Citizens First National Bank of Peru 

207 North Tremont Street 925 Shooting Park Road 
Kewanee, Illinois 61443 Peru, Illinois 61354 

Note: All questions relating to your energy usage, or to a billing problem, 
must be directed to the billing department at the main office in Princeton. 

The centers can only accept and process member payments. 

A blown fuse or tripped breaker 
You have a blown fuse or a tripped breaker. 

Don’t just reset the breaker or replace the fuse 
and forget it. Investigate the circuit to find the 
problem. 

That blown fuse or tripped breaker is your 
electrical protective system sending you a 
message. A message that there is a problem 
that needs your attention. 

The problem might be as simple as a bad 
breaker, although fuses and breakers rarely go 
bad. 

The problem might be as serious as a short 
circuit that could cause fire or electrocution. 

Fuses and breakers do not interrupt the cir¬ 
cuit for no reason. When your electrical sys¬ 
tem talks to you, be sure and listen. 

 What to do if a fuse “blows"  
1. Unplug the appliance causing 2. Shut off the main power 

the problem switch on the fuse box. 

If a circuit breaker is tripped: 
1. Unplug the offending 

appliance. 
2. Reset the circuit breaker 

according to instructions 
(call an electrician if you 
need help). 

3. Replace the burned fuse with 
a new one of the correct 
size. 

4. Turn on the main power 
switch. 

NOTE 

ALWAYS keep a flash¬ 
light and extra fuses 
handy; stand on a dry sur¬ 
face when touching fuse/ 
breaker box. 

Never use a penny or 
aluminum foil to replace a 
fuse. 

If you can't find the problem and the circuit breaker or fuse keeps shutting off the power, call an electrician. 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
making. Most communication 
can be nearly instant. And with 
easy-to-use electronic mail, 
fax machines and computer 
networks — whose prices drop 
as technology advances — 
working from home can be very 
similar to working in the office, 
experts say. 

“The work force is communi¬ 
cating increasingly electroni¬ 

cally anyway,” says Charles 
Grantham, president of the 
Institute for the Study of Dis¬ 
tributed Work. 

“In the very near future, 
workers will do what they do 
wherever they want,” because 
their electronic tools eliminate 
“separations of time and space,” 
Grantham said. 

And that could allow people to 
live in rural areas even though 

their jobs are in big cities. 
“For the first time since 

recorded history — even before 
that — we have a tool that allows 
us to decentralize,” says John 
Sanger, president of Tele- 
Commuter Resources Inc. in 
Minneapolis. 

“Cities could be taking it on 
the chin, like the rural areas 
once did,” Sanger says. 

Rural Electric News Service 

The things we value 

Some things that we value can’t be mea¬ 

sured in terms of money. 

A vivid sunset, a starry summer night ac¬ 

companied by a cricket’s song...they don’t 

have a price tag. 

Seeing the baby take a first step, romp¬ 

ing with your dog in fresh snow...those 

times aren’t for sale. 

Value is relative. In your own home, 

for example, that feeling of love and 

security won’t equal a stack of silver. 

But for your home’s heating and cooling comfort, for constant com¬ 

fort throughout the house, for safety and security, electricity’s value 

can be seen in dollars and cents. For the greater enjoyment of those 

times you value, go with the energy that delivers the most value. 

Electricity. A source of comfort. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Getting the job done . . . TOGETHER 
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Use the earth to your 
advantage 

Your most efficient energy 
source for home heating and 
cooling isn’t oil, gas or wood. 
It’s the Earth. Your most 
efficient heating and 
cooling system is the 
geothermal system. It 
gets its energy from the 
sun’s heat stored within 
the soil around your 
house — a constant 
energy supply. In the 
winter, the system absorbs 
warmth from the soil and 
transfers it to your home 
through a simple coil of liquid- 
filled pipe buried in your yard. 
This exchange is reversed in the 
summer to cool the house. Take 
advantage of a safe, clean and efficient 
option that’s 3 to 4 times more efficient than 
fossil-fuel. It’s to your advantage to contact your electric 
cooperative today. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
* * * Available options and programs* * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, some are for your communication requirements, and others 
are for convenience and safety. 

* * * * * * 

Geothermal heating * Cooling * Hot water 

Featuring this month 
All-electric geothermal heating and cooling 
systems will offer these benefits: 
★ $75.00 per kw rebate up to $3,000.00 
★ Up to 400% efficiency 

★ Off-peak rate of 3.75<P kwh with ETS 
secondary heating 

★ Better than gas furnace — competitive price 

Look over this list and find the programs 
that fit your needs and call us. 

• Off-peak space heating with electricity as primary source at special rate of 3.75 cents kwh — 
$75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• All-electric residential rate — for controlled energy usage 

• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat 
for geothermal and space heating "all-electric" systems during interruptible periods. 

• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak rate schedules) 

• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for IVEC members only — 
$125.00 rebate if controlled when "on-peak" periods occur 

• A $10 per month off-peak credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled for 
the months of June. July, August and September 

• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 
★ Up to 400% efficiency — ground source ★better than gas furnace ★clean energy 
★ off-peak rate of 3.75<t kwh with ETS secondary heating ★ economical/affordable 
★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 

• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Economy Pack $8.95 mo. — Basic Service 
$11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. — other program selections available 

• Air conditioning off-peak credit of $10 for summer months of June, July, August and September — 
$40 total benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 

• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month — no maintenance headaches 

• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 

• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 

• Six bill payment locations throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 

• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 

• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage. 

• Installation of home lightning protection equipment 

• Paging service — wide area coverage in Illinois 

II you want more information about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member 
Services Department at toll-free 800-654-1088. 
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Across the 
manager's desk Hby Tim (Kris) 

Christensen 
General Manager 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. —4:30 P.M. P.O. Box 70 
Monday through Friday Route 6 & 34 West 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

New law means changes for REA 
Federal assistance for rural electric cooperatives 

will be fundamentally changed under legislation 
signed into law by President Clinton in late 1993. 

The new rules will raise the interest rate that 
rural electric systems pay the government to bor¬ 
row money, increasing costs to the consumer- 
owned electric systems and reducing federal 
spending. 

Under the law, the subsidy for rural electric 
utilities from the Rural Electrification Adminis¬ 
tration will be reduced from about $117 million 
in the fiscal year that ended September 30, to 
about $66 million this year. 

The law also encourages rural electric utilities 
to help their communities beyond providing 
electricity, by making them eligible for water 
supply and wastewater treatment loans from the 
federal government. It also makes co-ops eligible 
for other rural community development programs 
and directs the Secretary of Agriculture to en¬ 
courage all eligible organizations to use those 
programs. 

“This legislation sets the stage for a profound 
change in the relationship between electric 
cooperatives and the communities they serve,” 
says Bob Bergland, executive vice president of the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, 
the Washington, D.C.-based organization that 
represents the nations 1,000 nonprofit, consumer- 
owned rural electric cooperatives providing elec- 

IVEC sponsoring youth trips 

trie service to more than 25 million people in 46 
states. 

Bergland notes that the new legislation will 
reduce the taxpayers’ cost of the program by more 
than 40 percent. At the same time, he says, “The 
new Rural Electrification Administration loan 
program acknowledges what we’ve known for a 
long time: Electric cooperatives are a ready-made, 
community based delivery system for business 
and human needs; they are the natural choice for 
getting things done.” 

Highlights of 
REA Restructuring Act 

The major features of the Rural Electrification 
Loan Restructuring Act of 1993 include: 
• raise the interest rate on REA loans to 

consumer-owned electric utilities from the 
current 5 percent to the same rate paid by 
municipally owned utilities, now about SVa 
percent; 

• make rural electric co-ops eligible for non¬ 
electric federal rural development assistance 
such as rural water and waste disposal loans; 

• streamline federal procedures by eliminating 
some REA administrative requirements under 
certain conditions; and 

• allow REA loans for energy conservation and 
other ways of encouraging more efficient 
energy use. 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative is again 
sponsoring its Youth to Washington, D.C., and 
Youth to Springfield programs this spring. 
Because IVEC wants to encourage high school 
students to learn more about government and 
their role in it, the cooperative is providing a select 
group of student leaders with a chance to get an 
up-close look at their government. 

Illinois Valley Electric and its sister cooperatives 
across the state have sponsored these programs 
for 35 years to introduce students to government 
and the political process. Today, many “alumni” 
of these programs work in state or federal govern¬ 
ment or have gone on to serve as elected officials. 

Two current members of the Illinois General 
Assembly are “alumni” of our programs. 

IVEC will sponsor two sophomore or junior 
students from each high school in its service area 
on an all-expense paid bus trip to Springfield on 
Wednesday, April 13. Governor Jim Edgar has 
declared April 13 as Illinois Rural Electric Youth 
Day. During the day, students and their counter¬ 
parts from other Illinois high schools will meet 
their elected senators and representatives at the 
Capitol and learn first-hand about the workings 
of state government. The students will be honored 
at a special luncheon, and the group also hopes 
to meet with Governor Edgar. 
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Illinois Valley will also sponsor four of these 
students on a week-long, all-expense paid trip 
to Washington, D.C., June 17-24. During the 
week in the nation's capital, the Illinois student 
contingent plans to meet with Senators Carol 
Moseley-Braun and Paul Simon and Represen¬ 
tatives Lane Evans and Dennis Hastert, and 

will tour many interesting sites in Washington. 
IVEC’s four Youth to Washington representatives 
will be selected from the contingent that tours 
Springfield on April 13. 

Students interested in more information about 
the program should contact their high school 
principal. Arthur A. Gibson 

Board Room 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to 
order by president Earl Bates at 10:40 a.m. on 
Friday, January 28, 1994, with all directors 
present but Vincent Fredrickson. Manager T.L. 
Christensen, attorney Barnhart, Zane Juncker, 
auditor from Larson, Allen, Weishair and Com¬ 
pany, Jim Kaufman, CFC representative, and 
Tom Strait of Washington Utility Company were 
also present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted alter due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the 
past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board 
concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 

reviewed and discussed. 
The following items were discussed and/or 

moved on: 
1. A motion was made and approved to nomi¬ 

nate director Joe Danielson and manager 
Christensen to the Soyland board of directors 
for 1994. 

2. A motion was made and approved to accept a 
bid from Bureau Service Company to supply 
fuel for all three IVEC locations, Princeton, 
Galva and Ottawa. 

3. A report was given on the load management 
system. The equipment has been ordered and 
should be received by March 1. Switches will 
be put on water heaters and air conditioners 
by July 1, 1994. 

4. A motion was made and approved to donate to 
Illinois Valley Community College to the dis¬ 
tance learning network project provided REA 
gives them a grant. 

The next board meeting was scheduled for 
February 25, 1994, at 10 a.m. The March board 
meeting is March 25, 1994. The April board 
meeting is tentatively scheduled for April 26. 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
Is this your account number? 

0001162500 CaM to||_free _ 800-654-1088 
If your name appears in this center section, mixed in with copy, you 
will receive a nice prize. 

IVEC MEMBERS . . 

Scheduled 
MARCH 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

APRIL 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 meter 
reading 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

dates for 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

1994 27 28 29 30 31 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

WARNING: 
IF YOU THINK THE POWER IS OFF 
WHEN THE SWITCH IS OFF 
YOU'RE WRONG. 

12d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/April 1994 



Member 

Standby generator needs 
double-throw switch 

A portable generator or alternator, used at home 
as an emergency power supply source, can be a 
wonderful device in times of power loss. 

However, even the most useful device can cause 
serious problems if not used correctly. 

One of the most common misconceptions about 
portable generators is that they can be plugged 
directly into a house’s circuitry and be used to 
substitute for the loss of power during an outage. 
Plugging such a power source directly into your 
home’s circuits can cause serious electrical 
problems, including burned out and badly over¬ 
loaded circuits, creating a fire hazard. 

Potential power units are designed and rated 
to handle specific power loads, which should 

Energy guide labels 
help smart shoppers 

If your freezer turns ice cream into milk shakes 
or if your dog licks dishes cleaner than your 
automatic dishwasher gets them, it’s probably 
time to break down and buy that new appliance. 

But before you do, be sure you understand 
there’s more to the cost of an appliance than the 
sales price. There’s also the annual cost to run that 
appliance. That cost is provided to you through 
EnergyGuide labels. 

Each label provides the following information: 
1. The type of appliance, the capacity and the 

model are listed at the top. 
2. The large number in the center tells you 

the annual energy cost in dollars. This is based 
on an estimated hours of use per year and a 
standard energy price. The energy price is the 
average for the entire country, and it changes 

Faucet aerators pay off 
A simple, low-cost gadget that can cut power 

costs is the faucet aerator. 
It is as easy to install on a kitchen or bathroom 

faucet as a replacement showerhead. The prin¬ 
ciple is a simple one. By mixing the water flow 
with air (aerating), this little device can conserve 
surprising amounts of the energy used to heat hot 

be carefully adhered to at all times. Trying to 
operate an entire household circuit system on 
a portable unit is asking for trouble. In addition, 
when power is fed into your household circuits 
from a portable unit it is also being fed into your 
outside lines, energizing otherwise “dead” lines 
during outages. Such action can lead to severe 
damage to the system, as well as create a serious 
safety hazard. 

Double-pole switches must be installed at the 
meter box to prevent power from entering in¬ 
coming lines, reducing the potential for serious 
problems. 

If you own such a unit or are planning on pur¬ 
chasing one, make sure you know the operating 
limits of this device. If you are not sure, please feel 
free to call the Engineering Department at Illinois 
Valley Electric for assistance. 

as energy prices go up or down. Your actual 
price for energy may be higher or lower than 
the standard energy price. So if you want to 
accurately determine your annual cost for running 
the appliance, call Illinois Valley Electric Co¬ 
operative before you go shopping and ask for 
their cost per kilowatt-hour. 

3. The yearly cost table allows you to estimate 
the annual operating cost based on your electric 
rates. If you’ve called your electric cooperative 
ahead of time, just use the cost table to find the 
kilowatt-hour closest to yours. 

4. The line scale (to the left and right of the 
large number in the center) tells you how this 
appliance compares in operating costs with other 
comparable models. One thing to be careful of 
though is that this range is not updated regularly 
and is often not accurate. Since the ranges were 
determined, appliance efficiency has greatly 
increased. 

water. 
At a cost of from $3 to $8, these devices can pay 

for themselves in as little as 30 to 60 days. 
To install an aerator, you need only a few 

minutes and a wrench. 
How about the water flow? Aerators produce a 

fine, even spray. It may be a little less forceful, but 
as the gadgets themselves improve, the flow of 
water they produce now over earlier models is 
much more pleasing. 

IVEC members! 24-hour emergency dispatch service 
Call 800-654-1088 to report power failures. Vt a 
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• • • IVEC members 
“SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT* * 
IVEC expands communication system to include . . . 

★ ★ ★ NEW PAGING SERVICE ★ ★ ★ 
IVEC now offers paging!! For as low as $ 12.00 per month — Coverage 
options and toll free paging available — For details call 1-800-654-1088 

Ask for the Member Services Department   

Page after page, 
you’ll get 
results. 
When you’re away from your office or 
home, a pager helps keep you up-to-date. 
Whether it’s an emergency or routine 
call, you get results — page after page. 
Call Illinois Valley Electric today. 

Types of pagers 
available: 

• Tone only* 
• Tone & Voice 
• Digital Display* 
• equipped with vibrator alert 
• Also, ask about our voice 

retrieval service. 

• We feature pagers from 
Motorola. 

• Actual size 

wmmmm Local Area 
• • • Chicago 

Network 
. ■— Springfield/ 

Champaign 
Network Wide area paging service 

 Coming soon for people on the go. 

12f ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/April 1994 



Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

Enhance Your Communications!!! 
Portable or mobile radio and telephone service 

i from 

Agent for 
Central States 

Communications 

( kk) Providing 

MOTOROLA 
COMMUNICATION PRODUCTS 

Financing available — 15% down • 24 months • 8% APR 

* Two-Way 
radio service 

* Offering * Reach your people 
area-wide coverage in the field or on the road 

The Radio System features the following specifications: 
★ The 800 MHZ Frequency Trunking System “pools” several radio channels so that 

all users in a given area have automatic access to any free channel. 
★ A trunked system provides added privacy to conversations. 
★ Interruptions from outside conversations are almost impossible. 
★ Operation is simple: After the volume level is set, the push talk button is the only 

control needed. 
All these features for as little as $7.00 per month. 

Optional Telephone Interconnect 
★ If your mobile radio is equipped for telephone, by merely the push of the phone 

button, your mobile radio connects you to a commercial telephone line. After the 
dial tone is heard, your mobile radio ’’becomes” a telephone. 

This feature for as little as $11.45 per month. 

For information about or ordering radio equipment — 
Call Toll Free 800-654-1088 — 

ask for the Member Services Department 

IVEC members . . . 

Put a little security in your night! 
Sign up today for a rental security light and no maintenance headaches 

Rent a light from IVEC!!! 

Here's an excellent opportunity 
for less than $12.00 per month! 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Attention: Security Light Department 
P.O. Box 70 Princeton, IL 61356 
or call toll free 1-800-654-1088 
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On-line computer services 
are 'global connectivity' 

There was a time when chil¬ 
dren neatly printed requests to 
Santa Claus, addressed them to 
the North Pole, and dropped 
them in the nearest mailbox. 
That’s a method that today’s 
computer-savvy kids dismiss as 
“snail mail.” It’s quicker to 
pound their pleas for presents on 
a computer keyboard and send 
them, posthaste, to Santa’s elec¬ 
tronic mailbox. 

Millions of Americans sub¬ 
scribe to consumer-oriented, 
on-line computer services rang¬ 
ing from small, single-topic 
“bulletin boards” to commer¬ 
cial giants such as Prodigy, 
CompuServe, America OnLine 
and GEnie to the massive 
Internet, a web of computer net¬ 
works that links more than two 
million computers and 20 mil¬ 
lion individual users in about 60 
countries. 

Subscriptions to on-line ser¬ 
vices have been growing at a 
rate of 20 percent a year, ac¬ 
cording to the Information & 
Interactive Services Report. 

The boom is fueled by low-cost 
computers. 

About 25 million households 
have personal computers, and 
it’s estimated that up to 10 
million use some form of network 
— either Internet, a commercial 
service or a bulletin board 
system. 

Many of them — especially 
bulletin board users — are look¬ 
ing for new friends. 

The popular on-line bulletin 
boards, or newsgroups, are 
usually topic specific and run by 
hobbyists with interests ranging 
from the Kennedy assassination 
to religion to chess. There are 
more than 45,000 local bulletin 
boards in the US. 

Users communicate via elec¬ 
tronic mail — on which mes¬ 
sages are sent back and forth via 

computers like letters — and 
on “chat lines.” Also called 
citizen’s bands or people con¬ 
nections, chat lines are like 
on-line conference calls in which 
individual computer users can 
talk, by computer screen, one- 
on-one with another user or with 
a group. Those messages are 
received instantaneously. 

Once on-line, you can read the 
news, make airline reservations, 
shop, play games, use data¬ 
bases, pay bills, post your views 
on bulletin boards or just chat 
with whomever happens to be 
there. To get access, you need a 
computer, a modem, communi¬ 
cations software and a sub¬ 
scription. These comprehensive 
services typically charge $7 to 
$15 a month for two to five 
hours of basic services. Some 
bulletin boards are free: others 
charge up to $10 an hour. 
Usually, phone access is through 
a local number, so you don’t pay 
long distance charges. 

And some users have serious 
business to conduct: Vice 
President Gore, a computer 
aficionado, held an interactive, 
computerized “electronic town 
meeting.” And the Clinton 
White House has a director of 
E-mail, who answers the 4,000 

pieces of electronic mail sent to 
the First Computer each month. 

In the grim aftermath of 
California’s January earth¬ 
quake, victims who still had 
electricity flicked on their com¬ 
puters to commiserate on¬ 
line with others caught in the 
disaster. Out-of-staters, unable 
to get through to loved ones by 
telephone, signed on to ask for 
help from locals. 

Prodigy and CompuServe, the 
nation’s largest computer-linked 
systems, set up earthquake 
bulletin boards. Prodigy re¬ 
ported its users logged on to its 
earthquake bulletin board more 
than 800,000 times the day of 
the quake. 

And thousands of children last 
December sent E-mail messages 
to Santa — and got replies. 

But not everyone is taken with 
what they see as the imper¬ 
sonal nature of this form of 
communication. 

“It’s chilling,” says author 
and psychologist Michael 
Broder. “For a lot of people, it’s 
a fantasy life. No real person can 
measure up to personalities one 
sees in computer messages.” 

Still, its broad applications are 
removing boundaries that once 
limited interaction and the 
exchange of information. 

“Being out of touch is no 
longer an accident of geography,” 
says Paul Saffo of the Institute 
for the Future in Menlo Park, 
Calif. “Our age-old desires for 
romance, affection and connec¬ 
tion are now being expressed in 
a new medium — the computer.” 

“It’s really global connec¬ 
tivity,” agrees Howard Funk, 
executive director of the Reston, 
Va.-based Internet Society. “It’s 
really remarkable that anyone 
can talk to anyone they want at 
any time.” 

— Rural Electric News Service 
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Getting the most out of your air conditioner 
The Air-Conditioning and 

Refrigeration Institute (ARI) 
compares the operation of an air 
conditioning system to an auto¬ 
mobile: efficiency depends 
greatly on the way it is main¬ 
tained and operated. Cars give 
better mileage and last longer 
when they get proper care and 
attention and are driven moder¬ 
ately. The same thing is true of 
air conditioning systems. The 
ARI offers these tips to help you 
get the most comfort from your 
air-conditioning system for the 
least cost: 

Clean the filter 
Air conditioning systems do 

more than just cool the air. They 
lower humidity and also remove 
dust and dirt by moving the air 
through filters. 

When these filters become 
clogged with dirt, the system 
must work harder to do its job. 
This wastes energy and can 
make utility bills rise. Depend¬ 
ing on the amount of dust in the 
air, filters can become clogged in 
just a month or two of operation. 
Most residential systems have 
disposable filters. These should 
be checked every two months 
(once a month during peak use) 
and replaced when necessary. 
Permanent filters should be 
cleaned in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s instructions. 
Under no circumstances should 
you operate your system with¬ 
out filters. To do so could lead to 
a need for more frequent clean¬ 
ing of the heat exchangers. 

Air leaks are costly 
Some people like to "help” 

their air conditioner by opening 
doors and windows on warm 
days. But doing so just lets all 
the cool, dehumidified air rush 
outside and lets in the hot, 
humid air. The more your home 
seals out heat, humidity, and 
dust, the more efficiently your 
system will do its job. 

Most people think of thermal 

insulation, storm windows and 
weatherstripping in connection 
with reducing heating costs. But 
the benefits of these energy con¬ 
servation measures apply to 
cooling as well. 

The amount of insulation your 

home needs, as well as the num¬ 
ber of hours per day and days 
per year your air conditioning 
system works, varies greatly 
from area to area. To determine 
the correct amount, consult a 
building materials dealer or 
insulation contractor where you 
live. 

Weatherstripping, which 
plugs holes and gaps around 
doors and windows, not only 
blocks out drafts in colder 
weather, but also helps lock 
in cool air on warm days and 
nights. Closing these air leaks 
will help significantly in main¬ 
taining your comfort and re¬ 
ducing energy use. 

The sunlight which streams in 
windows in the winter can pro¬ 
vide a great deal of heat inside 
the home. But that same sun¬ 
light during summer or in 
warmer parts of the country can 
make an air conditioning system 
work harder than it should. 
Insulated or thermal windows 
can help. Draperies and shades 
pulled over the windows when 
the sun is hitting them directly 
(especially in late afternoon) will 
reduce the cooling load signifi¬ 
cantly. Some people install 

awnings over windows and 
doors to provide shade. 

Trees and shrubs strategically 
planted can also provide wel¬ 
come shade and protection from 
direct sunlight. 

More cost-saving tips 
We’ve talked about heat com¬ 

ing into the home from outside. 
But the operation of appliances 
can generate heat and humidity 
inside, as well. When they’re 
operating, washers, dryers, 
ovens and ranges can put out 
both heat and moisture. Using 
these appliances during the 
warmest times of the day, when 
your cooling system is working 
hardest, just adds to the burden. 
By scheduling washing, drying, 
baking and cooking for morn¬ 
ings or evenings when it is 
cooler, you can remove this 
extra burden from your air con¬ 
ditioning system. 

An exhaust fan near an oven 
or range can help remove not 
only some of the excess heat but 
also uncomfortable humidity 
from cooking. Similarly, make 
sure your clothes dryer is vented 
outside. 

Leave your thermostat at one 
setting. 

Preventive maintenance is the 
least expensive kind. Not only 
that, but also keeping your sys¬ 
tem in top shape through regu¬ 
lar checkups is the best way to 
ensure it will keep working for 
you when you need it most. 

The best time to have your 
system checked by a competent 
service technician is in early 
spring, before the cooling season 
starts. In warm climates, mid¬ 
winter is the best time. 

Many firms offer a service con¬ 
tract which provides routine 
maintenance, including lubrica¬ 
tion of motors, tightening of 
belts and checking of refrigerant 
level. There are some main¬ 
tenance checks you can make 
yourself. Check your owner’s 
manual. 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
* * * Available options and programs* * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, some are for your communication requirements, and others 
are for convenience and safety. 

* * ^Featuring this month* * * 
for IVEC Members!!! 
• Complete satellite T.V. systems 
installed by IVEC 
Low price of $1,997.50 

Finance 24 months —8% APR 
****** 

• TV Programming Available by IVEC 

Basic Service — $ 11.95 mo. 

HBO-Cinemax-Disney and other 
selections at low monthly rates!! 

Look over this list and find the programs 
that lit your needs and call us. 

• Off-peak space heating with electricity as primary source at special rate of 3.75 cents kwh — 
$75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• All-electric residential rate — for controlled energy usage 
• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat 

for geothermal and space heating "all-electric" systems during interruptible periods. 
• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak rate schedules) 
• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for IVEC members only — 

$125.00 rebate if controlled when "on-peak" periods occur 
• A $10 per month off-peak credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled for 

the months of June, July, August and September 
• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 
★ Up to 400 % efficiency — ground source ★ better than gas furnace ★ clean energy 
★ off-peak rate of 3.75<t kwh with ETS secondary heating ★economical/affordable 
★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 
• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Economy Pack $8.95 mo. — Basic Service 

$11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. — other program selections available 
• Air conditioning off-peak credit of $10 for summer months of June, July, August and September — 

$40 total benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 
• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month — no maintenance headaches 
• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 
• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 
• Six bill payment locations throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 
• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 
• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage. 
• Installation of home lightning protection equipment 
• Paging service — wide area coverage in Illinois 

If you want more information about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member 
Services Department at toll-free 800-654-1088. 

Rural T.V. Progran 
uniderr 
Satellite Tetevialan System* 

UST 4400 

• Built in Descrambler 
• Wireless Remote 

UST 4400 Super 
• Built-in Descrambler 
• Wireless Remote 
• Standard C-Band 
• 24 Channel 

Ku Band Optional 
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Across the 
manager's desk 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M.-4:30 P.M. P.O. Box 70 
Monday through Friday Route 6 & 34 West 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

State scholarship fund established 
In April, a number of young people representing 

23 high schools in our service area had the 
extraordinary opportunity to participate in the 
“Youth to Springfield” activities of the state’s 
electric cooperatives. In June, four outstanding 
students selected from the group of Springfield 
tour participants will spend a week in Washington, 
D.C., as part of the “Youth to Washington” tour, 
which attracts students from across the nation. 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative has sponsored 
the Youth Tour programs to provide students with 
the opportunity to learn more about government 
and the political process. 

We have witnessed, throughout the 35 years 
of this Illinois youth program, the develop¬ 
ment of a large percentage of these participants 
into outstanding citizens and leaders in Illinois 
communities. The March issue of the Illinois Rural 
Electric News featured an article dealing with a 
number of tour “alumni” and what they are doing 
today. I believe the successes of the thousands of 
past Youth Tour participants support our con¬ 
tinuing enthusiasm for such a program, because 
we know the community leaders of tomorrow are 
in our schools today. 

The electric cooperatives of Illinois are taking 
another step to provide more support for our 
children. Although it is still too soon to say just 
when the first scholarships will be awarded, I can 
tell you that a fund has just been established 
by the state’s electric cooperatives to endow a 
scholarship program for students in the rural elec¬ 
tric family of Illinois. 

If contributions to the fund continue to come in 
at the present pace, we could be talking with you 

as early as fall of this year about how your son or 
daughter may apply for such a scholarship for the 
1995-96 school year. A committee of electric 
cooperatives leaders has been working with our 
statewide association to establish this scholarship 
program, which will be called the IEC Memorial 
Scholarship Fund. 

The creation of this fund has two purposes. It 
is foremost a scholarship fund for deserving 
students in the Illinois electric cooperative family. 
It also is a means by which cooperatives and 
individuals may honor deceased members of the 
electric cooperative family through memorial 
gifts. 

I mention this fund’s beginning for a number of 
reasons. Frequently we receive calls from our 
members asking about whether Illinois Valley 
Electric has a scholarship fund. I know how higher 
education costs are rising, and I understand 
people’s interest in seeking out all sources of finan¬ 
cial assistance. In addition, I believe that it is vital 
that institutions such as the electric cooperatives 
provide as much support as possible for young 
people. I think most of our students who receive 
encouragement from local organizations develop 
an interest in returning to their home counties and 
towns after their education. And I believe they 
make excellent community and civic leaders. 
Illinois Valley supports this concept and will work 
with other electric cooperatives to encourage 
students to continue their education. This is an 
investment for a better life and subsequent con¬ 
tribution to our society. 

We will talk to you more about the scholarship 
fund as it gets closer to achieving its financial goal. 

Paying on time saves everybody money 
Thank you for paying your bill on time. A 

great majority of our members pay their elec¬ 
tric bills promptly each month. 

This promptness saves money, helps us 
hold down operating costs and our rates. 
Those who do not pay on time cost us extra 

money and contribute to increased costs. 
To those few, paying after the 20th of 

the month will add 5 percent to your electric 
bill. Why not at least save this money for 
yourself and help your cooperative to control 
expenses. 
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Member Services 

Hand-held appliance protection 
The scientific world has once again come to our 

aid in protecting us from ourselves. And as you 
did your Christmas shopping you may have 
noticed large, box-like devices on the ends of some 
appliance cords displayed in the stores. 

Although receptacles in bathrooms of dwelling 
units have been required to be protected by 
ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCI) for many 
years, there are still many receptacles in use in 
existing bathrooms that are not protected. Cord- 
and plug-connected appliances such as hair 
dryers, curling irons, etc., which can accidentally 
fall into bathtubs are not required by the National 
Electrical Code to be provided with some form of 
protective device that is part of the appliance. 

These devices can be either an appliance 
leakage current interrupter (ALCI) designed to 

The scientific 
world has once 
again come to 
our aid in pro¬ 
tecting us from 
ourselves. 

de-energize the electrical supply to the appliance 
when leakage current exceeds a predetermined 
value; or an immersion detection circuit inter¬ 
rupter (IDCI) to de-energize the supply when a 
liquid causes a conductive path between a live 
part and a sensor; or a ground fault circuit inter¬ 
rupter to shut off the power supply when the cur¬ 
rent to ground exceeds a predetermined value. 

They work in different ways, but they’re all 
intended to protect us by shutting off the power 
to an appliance under abnormal conditions. 

Please Call: 
800-654-1088 (day) 
815-795-3221 (night) 

"Mt/ old radios. They work alright — 
usually. But there are a lot of new 

features and technology out there 
that would really increase my 
productivity. If only ..." 

If only Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative had a trade-in 
special? We do! And just in time 
for spring planting or business needs! 

IVEC Radio Services 
Providing 

MOTOROLA 

Communication Products 
Agent for Central 

States Communications 

Simply bring in any old radio 
(including CB’s and AM/FM 
radios) for each new radio 
purchase and receive $70 off that 
purchase of any brand new 
Radius or Motorola 2-way radio. 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

Route 6 & 34 West Princeton, IL 61356 
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Blinking lights indicate electric system is protecting itself 
If you’re like most people, when you come home 

from work and see the digital displays on your 
microwave and VCR blinking “12:00, you auto¬ 
matically think Illinois Valley Electric is not doing 
its job. But in reality, the electric distribution 
system is working properly! 

Let’s take a moment to see how these brief 
interruptions are actually indicators of a good elec¬ 
trical system. 

All electric lines are equipped with special 
devices that look for short circuits. Short circuits 
can be caused by an object (like a tree limb) 
brushing up against the line or by something 
breaking or damaging the line. 

For example, if a tree limb should happen 
to fall across a line but not break it, and then 
would fall to the ground, a circuit breaker would 
have tripped for that period of time and then 
come back on when the limb fell off. If the limb 
had stayed on the line, the power would have 
remained off until linemen came to remove the 

limb thus resulting in a long outage. 
These devices, called oil circuit breakers, were 

designed to keep power outages at a minimum — 
momentary outages would last much longer if not 
for this protection. Contact with power lines that 
only last seconds will cause the O.C.B. to switch 
the power off and then back on again in a blink 
of an eye. 

Momentary interruptions in electric service 
have always been around but no one really noticed 
them until digital and computerized equipment 
became commonplace in homes and businesses. 
You probably used to think that your electric wall 
clock had just been losing time! 

To keep yourself from having to reset all your 
digital displays if a brief power outage occurs, con¬ 
sider purchasing or installing battery back-ups in 
all your appliances and computer equipment. It 
will save you headaches in the future as you look 
for that instruction manual on how to reset your 
clocks! 

Robert J. Huffman 

Board Room 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to 
order by president Earl Bates at 11:35 a.m. on 
Friday, February 25, 1994, with all directors 
present but Vincent Fredrickson, Ralph Freebairn 
and Dorothy Wilson. Manager T.L. Christensen 
and attorney Barnhart were also present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. Directors re¬ 
ported on various meetings and related coopera¬ 
tive activities attended during the past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board 
concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 
reviewed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or 

moved on: 
1. It was reported that the electronic air 

cleaners were installed at the Princeton head¬ 
quarters in February. 

2. It was reported that Sandie Greenan, IVEC’s 
new radio sales representative, began working on 
February 14. Letters were sent to all radio users 
introducing Sandie as an IVEC employee. She will 
be selling radios in IVEC’s entire system. 

3. A motion was made and approved to proceed 
with the wide area coverage equipment upgrade 
at the Kewanee and Deer Park radio towers and 
to hire a consultant to do the necessary paper 
work to obtain an additional license for the two 
towers. 

4. A motion was made and approved to make 
a one-time contribution to the IEC Memorial 
Scholarship Fund. 

The next board meeting is scheduled for 
March 15, 1994, at 10 a.m. The April board 
meeting is April 26, 1994. The May meeting is on 
the 24th. 

EARN EXTRA $$$ IVEC is seeking members who are interested in reading meters once 
a month in their service area. Meter readers get paid for each assigned meter plus mileage. 
Mail this application or call toll free (800) 654-1088. 

To: Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
P.0. Box 70 
Princeton, Illinois 61356 
Attention: meter reader application 

I am interested in being an Illinois Valley Electric 
Neighborhood Meter Reader when a route position 
becomes available. Please send me an application form. 
I am a member of Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative. 

Name  Address  

City  Zip  Telephone i L 
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IVEC PAGING Services 
TOLL FREE: 1-800-654-1088 

ILLINOIS PAGING NETWORK 
Wide Area Paging Service for People on the Go 

Page after page, 
you’ll get 
results. 
When you’re away from your office or 
home, a pager helps keep you up-to-date. 
Whether it’s an emergency or routine 
call, you get results — page after page. 
Call Illinois Valley Electric today. 

Types of pagers 
available: 

• Tone only* 
• Tone & Voice 
• Digital Display* 
• equipped with vibrator alert 
• Also, ask about our voice 

retrieval service. 

Actual size 

* We feature pagers 
from Motorola. 

Pager Local Area 
Service — Regular Service 

Areas   Coming soon 
• • • Chicago Network 

— Optional 
  Springfield/Champaign 

Network — Optional 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

Here’s news about controlling your 
heating and cooling costs 

System:GT is the 
efficient alternative. 

Geothermal heating, cooling and water heating. 
We call it SystemiGT. 

In the winter, an underground system of pipes 
collects heat from the soil and brings it into your 
home — a method four times more efficient than 
gas or oil furnaces. 

In the summer, the system is reversed, pro¬ 
viding a 30 percent gain in air conditioning 
efficiency compared to other methods. 

System:GT can heat your water, too —for 
significant savings on your year-round energy bill. 

In short, SystemiGT . . . 
■ has low operating cost 
■ provides comfort all year 
■ uses energy resources wisely 
and it’s safe, clean, convenient. 

* *Cash rebates* * 
• Illinois Valley Electric will rebate $75 per kw installed up to 

a maximum $3,000.00 for the all-electnc geothermal system. 
• Ask about IVEC’s off-peak rate of 3.75 cents/kwh for more 

savings combining geothermal heating with ETS secondary 
heating. 

* * For more details * * 
yy Call Illinois Valley Electric at toll free 800-654-1088 
^ or the following WaterFurnace dealers: 

• Philhower Electric Plumbing & Heating, Main Street, 
Tiskilwa, IL 61368, (815) 646-4481 

• Turczyn Heating and Air Conditioning, 1328 Pulaski Street, 
Peru, IL 61354, (815) 223-0715 

• Energy Specialists Co., 224 N. Main Street, Toluca, IL 61369, 
(800) 782-7491 

• Ottawa Heating & Air-Conditioning, 632 First Ave., Ottawa, 
IL 61350, (815) 433-1811 

• Johnson Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration, P.O. 
Box 53, 107 E. Mill St., Kewanee, IL 61443, (309) 852-2610 

Another 
benefit!! 

Install 
System :GT 

now and earn 

$500.00 
Cash Bonus 

Special bonus of $500.00 
paid by our power supplier, 
Soyland Power Cooperative, 
Decatur. 

It’s the latest in heating and cooling technology!!!! 
For more information, contact Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative at 
toll free 1-800-654-1088 and ask for a member services representative. 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
Is this your account number? 

0001374000 

Call toll-free 

If your name appears in this center 
section, mixed in with copy, you will 
receive a nice prize. 

800-654-1088 
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A home coming 
I know it doesn’t look like much now. Just a scrubby piece of 

ground with weeds all over. But someday, the kids’ swingset is 
going over there, and by the time Joel is old enough, this tree 
branch should support him just fine. 

I’ve thought a long time about this house, and I’m not looking 
forward to all the work ahead. There are still a lot of hard deci¬ 
sions to make. I’m glad I already made a big one. / picked elec¬ 
tricity as my home energy source. 

I won’t have to deal with a flame going all the time, or fumes in 
the house. Heating and cooling, it will all be electric. Constant 
comfort throughout the house. No hot or cold spots. Clean and 
dependable. My electric cooperative has some ways for me to 
save money, too. That’s a comforting thought. 

Electricity. A source of comfort. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Getting the job done .. . TOGETHER 
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STOP! 

Lots of 
things to 

do. Winter 
was hard on 

the roof. And 
there are tree limbs 

to cut. But before you 
start, STOP! Stop and 

look up to make sure there 
are no electric lines above 

/’ your work area. When you’re 
moving the grain auger, raising an 

antenna, cleaning the pool...anytime 
you are using tall equipment, make sure you will be well clear of power 
lines. Whether you’re outside your home or out in the farm field, get 
your jobs done the safe way... 

Stop, look and live. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Getting the job done ... TOGETHER 
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Don’t miss out on your 
chance to save $40 a year 
on electric water heating 
and air-conditioning costs! 
What is IVEC’s 
off-peak-control switch program? 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative purchases 
power and sells it to you at the lowest cost 
possible. The price of the power is especially 
high during the peak months of June, July, 
August and September. “Peak usage” simply 
describes those times when people use the most 
electricity — such as when it’s hot outside and 
most air-conditioners are running or when water 
heaters are being used at certain times of the day. 
Peak usage by Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
members during these months increase wholesale 
power costs charged to the cooperative. Under our 
previous wholesale power agreement, we were 
concerned about winter peak usage, too. But our 
new contract is only concerned about summer 
peak usage because of impact on power cost. 

Our load management program which controls 
water heaters and air conditioners will help 
decrease electric peak usage, which in turn 
reduces the cost of wholesale power. When you 
participate, you will receive a $10.00 credit for the 
months of June, July, August and September on 
your electric bill. All members will benefit by 

seeing stable rates through the long-term savings 
in wholesale power costs. 

How does it work? 
• If you have an existing or new electric water 

heater with a capacity of 30 gallons or more, you 
are eligible to participate in the program. 

• A radio-controlled switch will be installed on 
the water heater circuit or air-conditioner circuit 
at NO CHARGE to you. 

• You will receive a $10.00 credit for June, 
July, August and September on your electric bill 
for every controlled water heater or central air 
conditioner. 

• During peak usage periods, a radio signal 
sent from Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative’s 

office will automatically switch off the water 
heater and/or air conditioner. Power interruptions 
will only last long enough to hold demand down. 
You will experience little or NO inconvenience. 
However if for some reason you are not satisfied 
with the program, the radio-control switch will be 
removed at no cost to you. 

• The water heater and air conditioner credit 
is only available for accounts with a minimum of 
400 kilowatt-hours usage per month over a period 
of 12 months in a calendar year. 

How do I sign up? 
It’s easy. And the installation is free! Just 

call us at 1-800-654-1088 or complete and 
return this coupon to: Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative, P.O. Box 70, Princeton, IL 61356, 
Attention: Member Service Department. 

YES, please send me information 
on the $10.00 per month elec¬ 
tric water heater credit. I’m 
interested in having a FREE 

control switch installed for June, July, August 
and September. 

Name  

Address  

City  Zip Code  

Phone Number  

Best Time to Call  

Date  

Location Number  

NOTE: Location number is on your electric 
billing statement. 
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Across the 
manager's desk 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M.-4:30 P.M. P.O. Box 70 
Monday through Friday Route 6 & 34 West 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

COMPUTER RADIO 

Home Control Switch 
Installed on water heater, 
air conditioner and 
duel fuel equipment 

Tower Peak control 
switch operation 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative. Inc. 

IVEC to install SCADA and 
load management equipment 

Those of you who are participants in one or 
more of the Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
optional load management programs are aware of 
the benefits you receive. We continue to use the 
REN to keep all members informed on these 
programs so that all who are interested may 
participate. It is important for us to emphasize 
that these various programs (listed on page 12g 
of this issue) offer direct money savings to par¬ 
ticipating members and indirect savings for all 
members of the cooperative. 

There are important improvements scheduled 
to take place over the next few months. We 

will be installing a new system called SCADA 
(substation control and data acquisition), re¬ 
quiring new load management equipment at 
member locations. We hope this article will fully 
explain why we believe this is an important 
program for your consideration. In an attempt to 
clarify the workings of the new system, we have 
put a sketch above this article; it corresponds with 
the explanations in this article. 

First, our power supplier, Soyland Power 
Cooperative, must notify IVEC that a peak de¬ 
mand period may be coming. This can occur only 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
between June 15 and September 15 of any year. 
Weekends and national holidays are excluded. 
Soyland must give IVEC at least one-hour notice 
prior to the peak period. Normally we are con¬ 
tacted that day before or early in the morning of 
the peak period. This allows us to be prepared and 
reduce demand, which lowers our cost of pur¬ 
chased energy. 

To refresh your memory, kilowatt demand is the 
amount of power we require for the IVEC dis¬ 
tribution system, and it is constantly monitored 
at each of the 16 substations. Please follow the 
sketch as you read this section to help understand 
the flow of information. 

The master station computer at the cooperative 
office sends a signal, by radio, to the substation, 
asking for the current demand requirements. The 
requested information is sent to the master station 
by radio and is totaled together for an IVEC system 
total demand for the master station to analyze. This 
communication takes place every two seconds. 

When IVEC receives notice of a peak period, the 
master station computer is set to automatically 
monitor the IVEC system demand. It watches for 
the time when the total kilowatt demand reaches 
a designated amount before the demand limit — 
the point where we would start interrupting. To 
do this the computer sends a signal by a different 
radio at a different frequency to a water heater, air 
conditioning system or a dual fuel system peak 
control switch. 

This is where some of the new equipment 
installation will affect participating members. 
These radio control switches will be replacing the 
water heater timer clocks and air conditioner 
“load levelers” in the home. 

How fast the demand is rising and at what level 
determine when water heater or air conditioning 

Board Room 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to 
order by president Earl Bates at 4 p.m. on Monday, 
March 21, 1994, with all directors present. 
Manager T.L. Christensen and attorney Barnhart 
were also present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the 
past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board 
concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 
reviewed and discussed. 

systems will be interrupted. Normally all water 
heaters are interrupted first, then if additional 
load reduction is needed air conditioners will be 
interrupted. Air conditioners use the same pro¬ 
cedures as the water heaters and the same radio, 
only they respond to a separate set of tones. 

All groups of water heaters and air conditioners 
have their own set of tones so they cannot be inter¬ 
fered with or confused. The use of the separate 
radio and tones allows IVEC to carefully monitor 
water heaters and air conditioners so that the least 
number of members are affected for the shortest 
amount of time. This loss of demand is noted by the 
substation, and the substation alerts the master sta¬ 
tion computer of the change. If the demand stays 
below our assigned level yet above a reset point the 
cycle repeats. When the reset demand level is 
reached, the signal to the peak control switches 
stops, and everything goes back to normal. All the 
time this is happening, an IVEC employee is moni¬ 
toring the computer and studying the kilowatt 
demand levels watching for any possible problem. 

Why are water heaters and air conditioners used 
for this program? Water heaters and air con¬ 
ditioners have the highest diversified demand of 
all the appliances used in your home during the 
summer. “Diversified demand” is the average 
amount of electrical power demanded by an 
appliance during a day. 

Information concerning peak switches and dual 
fuel will be available at the 1994 Annual Meeting 
as well as in following issues of the Illinois Rural 
Electric News. If at any time you have a question, 
contact the member services department at 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperatives’s office. 
********************************** 
* * 
* Win a nice prize!! * 
* Check this issue for your name. 
* 
********************************** 

The following items were discussed and/or 
moved on: 

1. A motion was made and approved to pass a 
resolution that the cooperative make purchases 
from cooperative vendors as well as others and 
that the cooperative quotation would be given 
preference if competitive. 

2. An update was given on the radio licenses for 
Deer Park and Kewanee radio sites where ad¬ 
ditional repeaters and equipment will be placed. 

3. It was reported that some receivers for the 
load management system have arrived. The 
cooperative will be placing new switches on 480 
water heaters and 187 air conditioners as soon as 
possible. 

The next board meeting is scheduled for 
April 26, 1994, at 10 a.m. The May board meeting 
is May 24, 1994. The June meeting will be on the 
28th. 
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Member Services 

Electric motivation 
New EPA regulations will go into effect na¬ 

tionally in three years (even sooner in California) 
dictating low-pollution engines on gasoline- 
powered mowers, trimmers, riding tractors, chain 
saws, leaf blowers, snowthrowers and generators. 
Yet tougher rules will be coming along in four or 
five years, perhaps requiring catalytic converters. 
Of course, there are battery-operated mowers on 
the market now from a number of manufacturers. 

All major U.S. automobile manufacturers have 
made a commitment to the commercial produc¬ 
tion of electric vehicles (EVs). Regulatory pressure 
to improve urban air quality is largely behind this 
interest. Unlike gasoline-powered vehicles, EVs 
produce no pollutant emissions at the point of use, 
and since all electricity generation emissions are 
centralized at power plants, they can be controlled 
far more effectively and efficiently than vehicle 
emissions. 

Aside from environmental issues, electric trans¬ 
portation also has significant efficiency advantages: 
the next generation electric fleet vans will have 
about a 60 percent efficiency advantage over their 
gasoline counterparts. Electric buses are about 85 
percent more efficient per passenger mile than 
diesel-powered buses, and shipping freight by 
electrically driven trains is about 45 percent more 
efficient per ton than shipping by truck. 

Other advantages: EVs are powered by a motor 
and batteries. They are extremely quiet, reducing 
noise pollution. Because the power train of an EV 

is operationally simpler and has fewer moving 
parts, it will have much lower service and main¬ 
tenance costs. 

The batteries are most likely to be charged up 
at night, when the cost of electricity generation 
is lowest, further reducing the owner’s cost of 
operation. Norman Inman 

Since power plants can produce electricity from 
a wide variety of fuels, EVs shift transportation 
energy use toward a broader fuel base, reducing 
national dependence on foreign oil. 

Nominating 
committee 
appointed 

The annual meeting of Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative will be held 
Tuesday, August 2, 1994, at the Princeton High School Auditorium, 
103 S. Euclid, Princeton. An election of board members will be part 
of the business meeting. A nominating committee has been appointed 
to nominate candidates for election to the board of directors. Members 
of the committee are: Donald Marquis, RR 1 Box 77, Buda, IL 61314, 
(309)895-6372; Dean Gutshall, RR 2 Box 203, Sheffield, IL 61361, 
(815)454-2086; Charles Meisenheimer, RR 1, Walnut, IL 61376, 
(815)379-2094; Paul Hochstatter, 271 N. 38th Rd., Mendota, IL 
61342, (81 5)539-7986; Debra Vaughan, RR 1 Box 117, Sheridan, IL 
60551, (815)496-2751; Tom Pearse III, RR 4, Ottawa, IL 61350, 
(815)434-6473; Herbert Carr, McNabb, IL 61335, (815)882-2444; 
Robert Sipp, RR 1, Galva, IL 61434, (309)937-2485 and Earl 
Waymack, P.0. Box 32, Victoria, IL 61485, (309)879-2459. 

If an Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative member has a candidate for 
this committee to consider, please contact a representative to make 
your suggestions. 

The Nominating Committee for the 1994 IVEC Annual Meeting 
scheduled a meeting at Cooperative headquarters on Tuesday, May 24, 
1994, at 3 p.m. More information regarding the annual meeting will 
be reported in the next REN publication. 
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IVEC PAGING Services 
CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-654-1088 

ILLINOIS PAGING NETWORK 
Wide Area Paging Service for People on the Go 

from Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

Page after page, 
you’ll get 
results. 
When you’re away from your office or 
home, a pager helps keep you up-to-date. 
Whether it’s an emergency or routine 
call, you get results —page after page. 
Call Illinois Valley Electric today. 

Types of pagers 
available: 

• Tone only* 
• Tone & Voice 
• Digital Display* 
• equipped with vibrator alert 

Also, ask about our voice 
retrieval service. 

Actual size 

* We feature pagers 
from Motorola. 

Pager 
Service 

Local Area — Regular Service 
 Coming soon 

Areas • • • Chicago Network — Optional 
  Springfield/Champaign Network 

— Optional 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
* * * Available options and programs* * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, some are for your communication requirements, and others 
are for convenience and safety. 

* * * Featuring this month* * * 
Lower air-conditioning costs 

with a "control switch" 
Enjoy the summer season and keep cooling costs 
economical with electricity. Help reduce summer 
peak demand and earn a $10 credit on your electric 
bill for Time, July, August and September. 

The Earned Credit — $40.00 over four months 

Look over this list and find the programs 
that fit your needs and call us. 

• Off-peak space heating with electricity as primary source at special rate of 3.75 cents kwh — 
$75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• All-electric residential rate — for controlled energy usage 
• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat 

for geothermal and space heating "all-electric" systems during interruptible periods. 
• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak rate schedules) 
• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for FVEC members only — 

$125.00 rebate if controlled when "on-peak" periods occur 
• A $10 per month off-peak credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled 

for the months of June, July, August and September — no cost to member for installation of 
monitoring equipment 

• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 
★ Up to 400% efficiency — ground source ★better than gas furnace ★clean energy 
★ off-peak rate of 3.75<? kwh with ETS secondary heating ★economical/affordable 
★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 
• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Economy Pack $8.95 mo. — Basic Service 

$11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. — other program selections available 
• Air conditioning off-peak credit of $10 for summer months of June, July, August and September — 

$40 total benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 
• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month — no maintenance headaches 
• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 
• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 
• Six bill payment locations throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 
• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 
• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage. 
• Installation of home lightning protection equipment 
• Paging service — wide area coverage in Illinois 

If you want more information about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member 
Services Department at toll-free 800-654-1088. 
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Technology visionaries 
propose 

communications 'skyway' 
You’ve heard of the infor¬ 

mation superhighway. Now, 
computer visionary Bill Gates 
and telephone titan Craig 
McCaw have teamed up to 
create an information super 
“skyway.” 

They’ve each invested in 
Teledesic, a company that plans 
to spend $9 billion to launch 840 
refrigerator-sized satellites into 
space to create a global network 
that could link rural areas that 
might otherwise be left out of the 
digital revolution created by the 
fiber optics-based information 
highway. 

Planned for 2001, the system 
would form a digital, wireless 
network to transmit phone calls, 
interactive TV, computer data, 
and video anywhere on Earth. It 
sounds like the land-based infor¬ 
mation superhighway — but 
without wires. 

Its targets are remote cus¬ 
tomers, such as hospitals, 
schools and businesses re¬ 
quiring sophisticated data 
communications, said a com¬ 
pany spokesman. 

The system would use small 
satellite dish antennas to receive 
and send signals and would tie 
into the closest phone network 
available, he said. 

“We hope to play a small but 
significant role in bridging the 
gap between the information 
haves and have-nots,” Russell 
Daggatt, Teledesic’s president, 
said in a statement. 

Among its services would 
be instant fax capability from 
hospitals, teleconferencing 
between businesses, and in¬ 
teractive learning between city- 
based teachers and remote 

classrooms. 
Clients would use personal 

computers and a small converter 
box to connect to the satellite 
system. 

The satellites would float 435 
miles above Earth, low enough 
to make corhmunications 
clearer and quicker than other 
satellites stationed 23,000 miles 
up. 

Each satellite would contain a 
switch that could receive and 
transmit phone calls, video and 
other data. 

On land, there would be relay 
stations to connect the satellites 

THE CUTTING EDGE 
RUHAl ELECTRIC NEWS SERVICE 

to regular phone or cable TV 
lines. 

Although Teledesic says its 
service will be affordable, a 
wireless phone call on a smaller- 
scale network proposed by 
Motorola is expected to cost $3 
a minute. Transmitting some¬ 
thing much more complicated, 
like a TV show, should cost 
much more. That could make 
the system too expensive to 
compete against land lines. 

Several satellite telecom¬ 
munications systems are under 
development including the 
Motorola project and a Hughes 
Aircraft small-dish system for 
video and entertainment services. 

Hughes launched a direct- 
broadcast satellite in December, 
and television service for its first 
customers began in April. Those 
customers use 18-inch satellite 
dishes to pick up satellite signals 
for TV channels. Programming 
can be purchased through many 
rural electric and telephone 
cooperatives that are members 
of the National Rural Telecom¬ 
munications Cooperative. 

Teledesic would not offer 
television programming or 
telephone service. It would 
sell use of its network to other 
companies that would service 
consumers. 

Some experts are skeptical 
about Teledesic’s chances for 
success. 

There has never been a satel¬ 
lite project proposed that is this 
extensive,” not even by the U.S. 
government, said Mike French, 
managing editor of Satellite 
Week, a Washington, D.C.-based 
trade publication. 

— Rural Electric News Service 
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From here to there 

The average Illinois electric cooperative has 
more than 1,000 miles of power line — a distance 
farther than from here to Mount Rushmore. That’s 
a lot of miles to take care of, replacing old line, 
clearing tree branches, putting up what nature 
tears down. And that’s why our employees both 
outside and in the office are dedicated to planning 
a system that reliably meets the ever-increasing 
demands of our members. Come to think of it, 
your electric system is a pretty solid monument, 
itself...to cooperation. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 
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* * * Available options and programs* * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, some are for your communication requirements, and others 
are for convenience and safety. 

• Off-peak space heating with electricity as primary source at special rate of 3.75 cents kwh — 
$75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• All-electric residential rate — for controlled energy usage 

• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat 
for geothermal and space heating “all-electric" systems during interruptible periods. 

• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak rate schedules) 

• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for IVEC members only — 
$125.00 rebate if controlled when “on-peak" periods occur 

• A $10 per month off-peak credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled 
for the months of June, July, August and September — no cost to member for installation of 
monitoring equipment 

• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 
★ Up to 400% efficiency — ground source ★better than gas furnace ★clean energy 
★ off-peak rate of 3.75<F kwh with ETS secondary heating ★economical/affordable 
★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 

• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Economy Pack $8.95 mo. - Basic Service 
$11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. — other program selections available 

• Air conditioning off-peak credit of $10 for summer months of June, July, August and September — 
$40 total benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 

• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month — no maintenance headaches 

• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 

• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 

• Six bill payment locations throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 

• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 

• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage. 

• Installation of home lightning protection equipment 

• Paging service — wide area coverage in Illinois 

If you want more information about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member 
Services Department at toll-free 800-654-1088. 

* * * Featuring this month* * * 
Security light rentals for approximately 
$12 per month — call us for details 

* * * 

★ No maintenance headaches 
★ Free installation and service 
★ Automatic — no light switch 

* * * 

Look over this list and find the programs 
that fit your needs and call us. 
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Across the 
manager's desk 0by Tim (Kris) 

Christensen 
General Manager 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M.-4:30 P.M. P.O. Box 70 
Monday through Friday Route 6 & 34 West 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

37 students represent IVEC in Springfield 
Wednesday, April 13, was "Illinois Rural Electric and Telephone Youth Day," a chance for 275 downstate 
Illinois students and chaperones to get a close-up look at state government in action. Thirty-seven area students 
representing Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative met with Reps. David Leitch and Carl E. Hawkinson at the 
State Capitol in Springfield. Also during the day, the group toured the Capitol and met with Gov. Jim Edgar. 
Guest speaker during a noon luncheon for the group was Rep. Dan Rutherford of Pontiac. In the afternoon 
the students also toured the Old State Capitol, Illinois Supreme Court and Lincoln's Home and Neighborhood. 
Representing IVEC were, front from left: Mark Guzzardo of Kewanee, Kim Dean of Knoxville, Crystal Roberts 
of Stark County, LeAnna Ahring of Cambridge, Tanya Hepner of Cambridge, Colette O'Neill of Tiskilwa, 
Shannon White of Galva, Emma Mosher of Victoria, Ryan Brandner of Hall High, Brenda Blackert of Sheffield, 
Liz Verucchi of Hall High, Anna Henry of Victoria, Jamie Holloway of Mendota, Douglas Sondgeroth of 
Mendota, Christine Spayer of DePue, Katie Welgat of Kewanee, Rita Sierens of Mineral, Elizabeth Simpkins 
of Princeton, Kimberly Sluis of Princeton, Amy Asbury of Knoxville, Ashley Pratt of Neponset, Jonathan 
Huebner of Tiskilwa, Linda Lorenzen of Illinois Valley. Behind them, from left, are: Rachel Dale of Wyanet 
High, Kelli Harl of Peru, Courtney Blake of Neponset, David Shafer of Putnam County, Eric Lovgren of 
La Moille, Jason Bohm of La Moille, Brian VanAcker of Sheffield, Kris Engelsen of Galva, Rep. Carl Hawkinson, 
and Rep. David Leitch, Luke Dobrich of DePue, Andrew Burress of Buda, Amy Quesse of LaSalle, Duane 
Bomley of Wyanet, Jeremiah Nelson of Walnut, Derick Stier of Manlius, Joel Hopkins of Granville, and Barry 
Burkman of Illinois Valley. The day-long activities were sponsored by the electric and telephone cooperatives 
of Illinois. 

Four students win Washington trips 
Four outstanding students were selected to 

represent Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative on an 
all-expense-paid trip to the nation’s capital 
June 17-24. 

The four are grand prize winners in the 
cooperative’s Youth to Washington tour. They are: 
Mark Guzzardo, Kewanee; Ryan Brandner, Spring 
Valley; Duane Bomleny, Wyanet; and Kimberly 
Sluis, Princeton. Andrew Burress, Buda, was 

selected as runner-up in the competition. The four 
were part of a group of students who represented 
IVEC in Springfield during Illinois Rural Electric 
Youth Day activities on April 13. 

The students were selected during interviews 
conducted at a dinner banquet following the day¬ 
long events. 

Guzzardo, Brandner, Bomleny and Sluis were 
to be part of a group of about 80 high school 
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students and chaperones from across the state 
representing the electric cooperatives on the 1994 
tour. This year marks the 35th consecutive year 
that the Illinois electric cooperatives have spon¬ 
sored the student trip. 

During the week-long tour the students visited 
the Civil War battlefields at Gettysburg, U.S. Capi¬ 

tol, Smithsonian Institution museums, Arlington 
Cemetery, National Cathedral, Supreme Court, 
Department of Agriculture, Mt. Vernon, and U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Museum. They were also 
welcomed at a reception at the Royal Embassy of 
Saudi Arabia and met many members of the 
Illinois Congressional Delegation on Capitol Hill. 

Sluis Guzzardo Bomleny Brandner 

IVEC members . . . Mark your calendar!!! 

1994 Annual 
Meeting 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
Tuesday, August 2nd, 1994 

Schedule of events 
*Registration begins at 11:00 a.m. Drawing for prizes 
*Lunch available beginning at 11:00 a.m. in cafeteria after adjournment. 
*Annual meeting to begin at 1:00 p.m. 
*Registration prize — $5.00 credit coupon Must be present 

*Marketing and load management exhibits to win!!! 
*Entertainment in auditorium from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Princeton High School Auditorium 
103 South Euclid Avenue 

Princeton, Illinois 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
Is this your account number? 

0000478500 ^ 
Call toll-free — 800-654-1088 

If your name appears in this center section, mixed in with copy, you 
will receive a nice prize. 
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Board Room 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to 
order by president Earl Bates at 11:15 a.m. on 
Tuesday, April 26, 1994, with all directors present 
but Ralph Freebairn. Manager T.L. Christensen, 
attorney Gary Barnhart and REA representative 
Stuart Churchill were also present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the 
past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board 
concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 
reviewed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or 
moved on: 

1. The Cooperative held a radio services 
meeting for all parties interested in purchasing 
trunked radios and other Motorola equipment. A 
demonstration and talk was given on the various 
equipment. 

2. A report was given on the Youth Day in 
Springfield, held April 13. Nineteen schools 
participated in the program and 37 students 
attended. Out of the 37 students, four were chosen 
to go to Washington, D.C., in June. 

3. It was reported that the Rural Electrification 
Administration will no longer be IVEC’s lender as 
of Tuesday, May 3, 1994. IVEC will meet with 
REA and CFC on this date to sign all necessary 
documents and National Rural Utilities Coopera¬ 

tive Finance Corporation (CFC) will become 
IVEC’s only lender. REA will be paid off. 

4. A motion was made and approved to 
authorize the cooperative to enter into a trust 
agreement with REA and CFC and to authorize 
the officers to sign the proper documents. 

5. A motion was made and approved to 
authorize the signing of a Capital Additions Loan 
Agreement, a Refinancing Loan Agreement with 
CFC and the notes that go with the agreement and 
to renew the CFC line of credit. 

6. A motion was made and approved to 
authorize the officers to sign the Restated 
Mortgage and Security Agreement on April 26, 
1994, to secure all outstanding indebtedness 
between IVEC and CFC. 

7. A motion was made and approved to have 
a resolution drawn up to express thanks and 
appreciation for the help and cooperation given to 
IVEC by REA and CFC. 

8. A motion was made and approved to con¬ 
tinue to negotiate with the City of Princeton and 
present a proposal on annexation of cooperative 
members by the City. 

9. A motion was made and approved to renew 
Stanley Consultants Miscellaneous Service 
Agreement for 1994. 

10. A motion was made and approved to con¬ 
tinue to investigate the wide area smart zone radio 
system. 

11. The 1994 IVEC Annual Meeting was 
discussed. The Nominating Committee will meet 
on Tuesday, May 24, 1994. More information 
regarding the annual meeting will be reported at 
a later date. 

The next board meeting is scheduled for 
May 24, 1994, at 10 a.m. The June board meeting 
is June 28, 1994. The July meeting has been 
scheduled for the 26th. Martha Jones 

IVEC members . . . 

Put a little security in your night! 
Sign up today for a rental security light and no maintenance headaches 

Rent a light from IVEC!!! l| 
Here's an excellent opportunity Cal1 to11 free

 1-800-654-1088 or write: 

for less than $12.00 per month! 
P.O. Box 70 Princeton, IL 61356 
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Member Services 

Electric charge reduces tillage energy 
The application of a modest electric charge to 

conventional tillage tools may significantly reduce 
the amount of energy farmers need to plow their 
fields. The phenomenon at work is electroosmosis: 
an electric charge applied to the tilling blade 
pulls moisture from the soil to the blade surface, 
providing lubrication that reduces friction as the 
blade cuts through the earth. Since the amount 
of tillage energy saved is much greater than 
the amount of electric energy expended, such a 
charging system has the potential to significantly 
reduce the use of fossil fuels in agriculture. Recent 
laboratory experiments at the University of 
Arizona have documented energy savings of up 
to one-third in some types of soil. 

Using a lab soil bin, the Arizona researchers 
measured the draft force and the energy required 
to move a tillage tool through two kinds of soil 
with varying amounts of moisture. They also 
examined the effects of various direct current 
voltages and tilling speeds. 

In loam soil with a moisture content of 17 
percent — just below the level that causes soil-tool 
adhesion — draft force was reduced by up to 39 
percent and tillage energy was reduced by up to 
32 percent. The maximum savings were obtained 
when an electric input of 40 volts was used. Tilling 
speed had little effect on draft force reduction. In 
clay-loam soil, electroosmosis was found to be 
much less effective: the maximum draft force 
reduction was only 11.6 percent, and it was 
obtained with a slower tilling speed and under 
drier conditions. The reasons for this difference 
are not yet understood. 

The researchers emphasize that full-scale field 
tests will be required to determine whether elec¬ 
troosmosis will prove effective in actual use. And 
a better understanding of the wide variation in 
laboratory results is needed before meaningful 
economic evaluations can be made and designs 
optimized. 

from Electric Power Research Institute Journal 

Don't take your home 
wiring for granted 

Wiring in your home can wear out, so it’s 
important to check your system regularly. 

• Make sure plugs and prongs aren’t loose or 
worn. 

• Never attempt to make home wiring im¬ 
provements yourself — hire a qualified 
electrician. 

• Turn off any appliance that sputters or 
gives the slightest shock, and have it 
repaired. 

• Check electrical cords for frays or nicks, and 
have them repaired or replaced. 

IVEC MEMBERS . . 

Scheduled 
meter 

reading 
dates for 

1994 

JUNE 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 

JULY 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 

C
sl 
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 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

o
 

C
O

 

31 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

Don’t miss out on your 
chance to save $40 a year 
on electric water heating 
and air-conditioning costs! 
What is IVEC’s 
off-peak-control switch program? 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative purchases 
power and sells it to you at the lowest cost 
possible. The price of the power is especially 
high during the peak months of June, July, 
August and September. “Peak usage” simply 
describes those times when people use the most 
electricity — such as when it’s hot outside and 
most air-conditioners are running or when water 
heaters are being used at certain times of the day. 
Peak usage by Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
members during these months increase wholesale 
power costs charged to the cooperative. Under our 
previous wholesale power agreement, we were 
concerned about winter peak usage, too. But our 
new contract is only concerned about summer 
peak usage because of impact on power cost. 

Our load management program which controls 
water heaters and air conditioners will help 
decrease electric peak usage, which in turn 
reduces the cost of wholesale power. When you 
participate, you will receive a $10.00 credit for the 
months of June, July, August and September on 
your electric bill. All members will b3nefit by 
seeing stable rates through the long-term savings 
in wholesale power costs. 

How does it work? 
• If you have an existing or new electric water 

heater with a capacity of 30 gallons or more, you 
are eligible to participate in the program. 

• A radio-controlled switch will be installed on 
the water heater circuit or air-conditioner circuit 
at NO CHARGE to you. 

• You will receive a $10.00 credit for June, 
July, August and September on your electric bill 
for every controlled water heater or central air 
conditioner. 

• During peak usage periods, a radio signal 
sent from Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative’s 

office will automatically switch off the water 
heater and/or air conditioner. Power interruptions 
will only last long enough to hold demand down. 
You will experience little or NO inconvenience. 
However if for some reason you are not satisfied 
with the program, the radio-control switch will be 
removed at no cost to you. 

• The water heater and air conditioner credit 
is only available for accounts with a minimum of 
400 kilowatt-hours usage per month over a period 
of 12 months in a calendar year. 

How do I sign up? 
It’s easy. And the installation is free! Just 

call us at 1-800-654-1088 or complete and 
return this coupon to: Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative, P.O. Box 70, Princeton, IL 61356, 
Attention: Member Service Department. 

YES, please send me information 
on the $10.00 per month electric 
water heater and air conditioner 
credit. I'm interested in having a 

FREE control switch installed to receive a 
credit for June, July, August and September. 

Name  

Address  

City  Zip Code  

Phone Number  

Best Time to Call  

Date  

Location Number  

NOTE: Location number is on your electric 
billing statement. 
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Electric cooperatives 
volunteer to cut pollution 

In Grand Forks, N.D., local chefs watched as 
a high-powered, energy-efficient electric oven 
cooked a steak in just a few seconds. The demon¬ 
stration was sponsored by Minnkota Power 
Cooperative. 

In Illinois, electric cooperatives heavily promote 
the installation and use of energy-efficient geo¬ 
thermal heat pumps. 

Electric cooperatives in North Carolina have 
helped build six manufactured homes that have 
energy-efficient heating, cooling and water heater 
equipment. 

Throughout the West, rural electric coopera¬ 
tives are bringing solar power to their most rural 
consumers, whose homes are out of reach of 
traditional overhead lines. 

Like their rural consumers, rural electric 
cooperatives are taking steps to protect the 
environment as they generate and distribute 
electricity. 

As part of that effort, the National Rural Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association (NRECA) has signed 
an agreement with the U.S. Department of Energy 
that says the cooperatives will voluntarily cut 
emissions of the carbon gases that have been 
blamed for the Earth’s warming. 

NRECA, which represents 1,000 consumer- 
owned rural electric cooperatives in Washington, 
D.C., joined four other utility groups in signing 
the agreement on Earth Day. The others are 
the Edison Electric Institute, the American Public 
Power Association, the Large Public Power 
Council and the Tennessee Valley Authority. 

Under the Global Climate Challenge Agreement, 
the utilities will voluntarily undertake a series 
pollution-reduction strategies in an effort to 
reduce U.S. greenhouse gas emissions to their 
1990 levels by the year 2000. 

The strategies include: 
• Developing new, highly efficient electric 

technologies for commercial use. The 
FlashBake Oven demonstrated by the North 
Dakota co-op, for instance, uses 85 per¬ 
cent less energy than a conventional gas 
oven. 

• Investing in tree-planting programs. Trees 
consume carbon dioxide, the major green¬ 
house gas, and help cut air conditioning use 
by shading buildings from the hot summer 
sun. 

• Promoting pollution-free electric vehicles. 
• Helping foreign utilities and governments 

reduce their emissions of greenhouse gases. 

• Marketing geothermal heat pumps, which, 
through buried tubing, transfers Earth’s heat 
into cold homes in the winter and pushes hot 
air back outside in summertime. 

In other efforts, rural electric cooperatives have 
worked for several years to promote efficient elec¬ 
tric technologies — such as new, cordless electric 
lawn mowers — to their consumers. 

“One of the most effective ways to reduce 
emissions is to encourage the use of modern 
‘electrotechnologies,’ ” says Robert Bryant, 
general manager of Golden Spread Electric 
Cooperative in Amarillo, Tex., and chairman of 
NRECA’s Global Climate Task Force. 

Those technologies use less energy and create 
less pollution than the traditional gas- or oil-fired 
alternative, even when the emissions from the 
power plants that fuel them are considered. 

“Electric cooperatives are reflecting the same 
concerns as their consumers,” says John Neal, 
NRECA’s administrator of energy research and 
development. “That is, they’re doing their part for 
the environment.” 

Neal said voluntary efforts could make it less 
necessary for the federal government to require 
utilities to participate in emissions-reduction 
programs. 

The Global Climate Challenge is a response to 
President Clinton’s Climate Change Action Plan, 
which aims to lower emissions to their 1990 
levels. 

— Rural Electric News Service. 
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Light sleeper 

T 

hat leads to a 

good night’s sleep? A big 

pillow, warm milk, a long book... 

Most important is the feeling 

of security. Today’s homeowner M 

can find comfort in a dusk-to- 

-f dawn electric security light. ^ 
Ask your electric cooperative 

about installing one. 

costs just pennies a 

day. And, a strong _X_ 
light shining over your property 

during the dark hours has been known to lead to hours 

' of carefree, pleasant dreams. A big pillow doesn’t hurt, 

either. -I* 
-\V_ AX 
A<^ ! 

+ 
-I* 

Electricity. A source of comfort. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Getting the job done .. . TOGETHER 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
* * * Available options and programs * * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, some are for your communication requirements, and others 
are for convenience and safety. 

* * * Featuring this month * * * 
EnergySTeller service 

DISPLAY UNIT FEATURES: ★ Evaluate your energy-saving efforts with the 
EnergySTeller 

★ Budget electric usage in your home 
★ Check consumption by appliances in your home 

or workplace 

ENERGY TELL 

22.86 I CED 0 000© 
11.431 Q0000011 

★ Learn how much your equipment costs to operate 
★ No cost to member for EnergySTeller service 

Look over this list and find the programs 
that fit your needs and call us. 

• Off-peak space heating with electricity as primary source at special rate of 3.75 cents kwh — 
$75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• All-electric residential rate — for controlled energy usage 
• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat 

for geothermal and space heating "all-electric" systems during interruptible periods. 
• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak rate schedules) 
• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for IVEC members only — 

$125.00 rebate if controlled when “on-peak" periods occur 
• A $10 per month off-peak credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled 

for the months of June, July, August and September — no cost to member for installation of 
monitoring equipment 

• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 
★ Up to 400% efficiency — ground source ★better than gas furnace ★clean energy 
★ off-peak rate of 3.75<P kwh with ETS secondary heating ★economical/affordable 
★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 
• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Economy Pack $8.95 mo. — Basic Service 

$11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. — other program selections available 
• Air conditioning off-peak credit of $10 for summer months of June, July, August and September — 

$40 total benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 
• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month — no maintenance headaches 
• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 
• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 
• Six bill payment locations throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 
• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 
• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage. 
• Installation of home lightning protection equipment 
• Paging service — wide area coverage in Illinois 

If you want more information about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member 
Services Department at toll-free 800-654-1088. 
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Across the 
manager's desk 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M.—4:30 P.M. 
Monday through Friday 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 

P.O. Box 70 
Route 6 & 34 West 

Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

The cooperative difference 
Today many Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

consumers don’t remember the first day elec¬ 
tricity came to their homes. In fact, your electricity 
was probably already there when you moved in — 
one of those automatic things like the telephone 
line and running water. 

The day you joined your electric cooperative you 
became a member of a unique organization. An 
electric cooperative is different. The fact is, there 
are a lot of positive differences between receiving 
your electricity from a cooperative and receiving 
it from an investor owned utility (IOU) or munici¬ 
pal Utility. C. Krizel 

The bottom line: 

• Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative is not-for- 
profit and consumer-owned, like the local credit 
union or farm supply cooperative. That means any 
revenue above expenses is eventually returned to 
the member (you) in the form of capital credit 
payments. 

• Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative is com¬ 
mitted to providing the best possible service at 
the lowest possible cost. We take pride in our 
cooperative — a grass roots system of service 
started by pioneers like those who settled this 
area. Keeping the cost of electricity affordable 
helps keep local businesses competitive, while 
preserving our rural heritage and standard of 
living. 

The board room: 

• As a member of this electric cooperative, 
you have a direct voice in the operation of the 
cooperative. You elect the board of directors and 
vote on business matters at the annual meeting. 

• The directors and management at your elec¬ 
tric cooperative have a genuine interest in you. 
After all, directors receive their electricity from the 
cooperative, too. Anytime you have a problem or 
concern, you can call your cooperative office or 
your director. 

The philosophy of service: 

• Cooperatives were the first to serve rural 
areas. They were formed when lOUs refused to 

serve sparsely populated areas. Because lOUs are 
profit motivated, they didn’t see the value of 
serving rural and suburban areas. 

• Cooperatives are involved in our communities. 
We live here, too, and take an active interest 
in bettering our communities through involve¬ 
ment in local schools, civic clubs and business 
organizations. 

• Electric cooperatives help each other out. 
Your electric cooperative is one of hundreds 
of cooperatives across the country providing 
electricity and other services to rural and urban 
America. When a major storm or other disaster 
forces an outage, neighboring cooperatives often 
come to the rescue, providing their equipment 
and personnel to help get the pbwer back on 
fast. 

• Maintaining the cooperative’s expansive elec¬ 
tric distribution system and adding lines and 
equipment for new consumers requires prudent 
financial management philosophy. Illinois Valley 
Electric now borrows exclusively for such pur¬ 
poses from the National Rural Utilities Cooperative 
Finance Corporation (CFC). CFC is owned and 
controlled by cooperatives, including more than 
800 local electric cooperatives like Illinois Valley 
among its membership. This organization is 
devoted to the cooperatives and provides your 
electric cooperative with an independent, reliable 
source of capital at the lowest interest rates 
possible. 

Electric cooperatives face other hurdles: 

• We have to provide electricity at a price com¬ 
petitive with lOUs while constructing and main¬ 
taining thousands more miles of distribution lines. 
The average electric cooperative has four con- 
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sumers per mile compared to 43 for an IOU and 
83 for a municipal. IVEC has an average of three 
members per mile of line. 

• We have fewer large industrial and commer¬ 
cial consumers than lOUs. Our revenue comes 
from serving many small accounts, homes, farms 
and communities. 

• Our consumers are mainly residential, 
creating a low load factor. Our power demand can 
skyrocket depending on the time of year. That’s 
why every cooperative works hard to level out its 
load factor. 

Innovation and creativity have always been a 
part of the cooperative system. Despite our low 
population density and high cost of bringing elec¬ 
tricity to rural America, we continue to work to 
maintain stable rates. That’s our commitment to 
you, our owner and member. 

There is something different about receiving 
your electricity from an electric cooperative. We 
at Illinois Valley Electric think it’s a difference you 
can be proud of. 

Board Room 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to 
order by president Earl Bates at 11:35 a.m. on 
Tuesday, May 24, 1994, with all directors present 
but Joe Danielson and Dorothy Wilson. Manager 
T.L. Christensen, attorney Gary Barnhart and 
Zane Juncker, auditor, were also present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the 
past month. Staff personnel reports submitted to 
the board concerning the activities in their respec¬ 
tive departments during the previous month were 
reviewed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or 
moved on: 
1. IVEC had the closing with Rural Electrifica¬ 

24-hour emergency 
dispatch service 
IVEC members! 

Call 800-654-1088 
to report power failures 

tion Administration on May 3, 1994, in Washington, 
D.C. National Rural Utilities (CFC) is now IVEC’s 
only lender. 

2. The Nominating Committee for the 1994 
Annual Meeting met on Tuesday, May 24, 1994, 
at the cooperative. 

3. A motion was made and approved to approve 
the 1993 audit. 

4. The IVEC August board meeting has been 
changed to Monday, August 22, 1994, because the 
AIEC Annual Meeting will be August 23 thmugh 
August 25. 

5. The IVEC Annual Meeting will be held at the 
Princeton High School on August 2, 1994. A meal 
will be served from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Registration 
will begin at 11 a.m. Entertainment will be 
provided by the Marshall, Putnam, Stark Show 
Choir and Jazz Band beginning at 11:30 a.m. to 
12:50 p.m. We hope to see many of our members 
at the annual meeting. 

The next board meeting is scheduled for 
June 28, 1994, at 10 a.m. The July board meeting 
is July 26, 1994. The August board meeting has 
been scheduled for August 22, 1994. 

IVEC MEMBERS . 

Scheduled 
meter 

reading 
dates for 

1994 

AUGUST 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16' 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 

SEPTEMBER 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 
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1994 Annual Meeting 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

Princeton High School Auditorium 
103 South Euclid Avenue • Princeton, Illinois 

Tuesday, August 2, 1994 
★ Registration Begins at 11:00 A.M. ★ Meeting will start at 1:00 P.M. 
★ Complimentary lunch to be served in cafeteria beginning at 11:00 A.M. 

***Complimentary lunch*** 
*Ribeye and pork chop sandwich plate *Potato salad 
*Baked beans *Cole slaw 
*Choice of lemonade, iced tea or coffee *Dessert 

***Registration prize*** 
$5.00 credit coupon to be awarded to IVEC members upon 

registration. This credit can be used on your next electric bill 

***Entertainment*** 
Prior to meeting in auditorium beginning at 11:30 A.M. 

Featuring: Marshall-Putnam-Stark Show Choir & Jazz Band 

• Marketing and load management exhibits 
• Energy$Teller exhibit for auditing electric usage in your home 
• High blood pressure check — American Red Cross 
• Soyland Power Cooperative information table and exhibit 
• Rural TV subscription and satellite dish antenna installation exhibit 
• 800-MHZ radio system and telephone interconnect exhibit 
• Electrical safety demonstration and pedal power display 
• Area-wide paging service information 

Special bargain table!! Discounted prices to IVEC members only! 
 All items available at low prices  

Electrical safety demo Pedal power exhibit 
A trained operator will show what can happen if you Try your hand at producing enough electricity to light 

are careless with electricity. up household-size light bulbs. 

Plus other prizes to be awarded 
after meeting, including: 

Black & Decker Toast-R-Oven broiler 
Toro 16-light outdoor-style lighting 
Lakewood 18-inch, three-speed, 

high-velocity air circulator 
Celestique 52-inch ceiling fan with light kit 
Zenith stereo radio/dual cassette recorder 
Rivulet fresh-water filter system 
Rival Cookie Factory snack maker 
Bemis room humidifier 
Rival 13-inch electric skillet w/DuraClean 
Hamilton Beach two-speed drink master 
Rival fold-up food sheer 

Drawing 
For Grand Prize 

TV 

Toshiba 20-inch color stereo television 
with remote 

Special 
Display 

Load management 
control switches for 

water heaters 
air conditioners 
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Don’t miss out on your 
chance to save $40 a year 
on electric water heating 
and air-conditioning costs! 
What is IVEC’s 
off-peak-control switch program? 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative purchases 
power and sells it to you at the lowest cost 
possible. The price of the power is especially 
high during the peak months of June, July, 
August and September. “Peak usage” simply 
describes those times when people use the most 
electricity — such as when it’s hot outside and 
most air-conditioners are running or when water 
heaters are being used at certain times of the day. 
Peak usage by Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
members during these months increase wholesale 
power costs charged to the cooperative. Under our 
previous wholesale power agreement, we were 
concerned about winter peak usage, too. But our 
new contract is only concerned about summer 
peak usage because of impact on power cost. 

Our load management program which controls 
water heaters and air conditioners will help 
decrease electric peak usage, which in turn 
reduces the cost of wholesale power. When you 
participate, you will receive a $10.00 credit for the 
months of June, July, August and September on 
your electric bill. All members will benefit by 
seeing stable rates through the long-term savings 
in wholesale power costs. 

How does it work? 
• If you have an existing or new electric water 

heater with a capacity of 30 gallons or more, you 
are eligible to participate in the program. 

• A radio-controlled switch will be installed on 
the water heater circuit or air-conditioner circuit 
at NO CHARGE to you. 

• You will receive a $10.00 credit for June, 
July, August and September on your electric bill 
for every controlled water heater or central air 
conditioner. 

• During peak usage periods, a radio signal 
sent from Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative’s 

office will automatically switch off the water 
heater and/or air conditioner. Power interruptions 
will only last long enough to hold demand down. 
You will experience little or NO inconvenience. 
However if for some reason you are not satisfied 
with the program, the radio-control switch will be 
removed at no cost to you. 

• The water heater and air conditioner credit 
is only available for accounts with a minimum of 
400 kilowatt-hours usage per month over a period 
of 12 months in a calendar year. 

How do I sign up? 
It’s easy. And the installation is free! Just 

call us at 1-800-654-1088 or complete and 
return this coupon to: Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative, P.O. Box 70, Princeton, IL 61356, 
Attention: Member Service Department. 

YES, please send me information 
on the $10.00 per month electric 
water heater and air conditioner 
credit. I’m interested in having a 

FREE control switch installed to receive a 
credit for June, July, August and September. 

Name  

Address  

City  Zip Code  

Phone Number  

Best Time to Call  

Date  

Location Number  

NOTE: Location number is on your electric 
billing statement. 

Is this your account number? 
0001530500 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
If vour name appears in this center section, mixed in with copy, you will receive a nice prize. 

Call toll-free - 800-654-1088 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

V v Geothermal heating, cooling and water heating 
WCo°t 

Heat and cool with up to 400% efficiency 
IVEC members, now you can get maximum comfort, energy and cost savings from a 
system designed to use natural energy from the earth. Better than the best gas furnace! 

What is a geothermal system? 
Geothermal is the safest, most-energy-efficient, 

pollution-free heating and cooling system available. 
Basically it looks like a normal furnace, but that’s 
where the similarity ends. Because it burns no fossil 
fuel, it emits no pollutants, thus, no chimney is 
required. Therefore, it can be installed almost any¬ 
where, in a basement, crawlspace, attic or closet. 
Geothermal is a complete home heating system. In the 
summer, select the cooling mode on the thermostat and 
the geothermal system is your complete home cooling 
center. Geothermal can also supply most of your 
domestic hot water requirements. Customers report savings up to 60 percent heating their homes. 
Cooling cost reductions of 50 percent are not uncommon with a geothermal system. 

Horizontal 
closed 

loop 

Another 
benefit!! 

Install 
System :GT® 

now and earn 
$500.00 

Cash Rebate 
Special rebate of $500.00 paid 
by Soyland Power Coopera¬ 
tive, Decatur. 

**Cash rebates** 
Illinois Valley Electric will rebate $75 per kw installed up to a 
maximum $3,000.00 for the all-electric geothermal system. 
Ask about IVEC’s off-peak rate of 3.75 cents/kwh for more 
savings combining geothermal heating with ETS secondary 
heating. 

* *For more details* * 
yy Call Illinois Valley Electric at toll free 800-654-1088 
^ or the following WaterFurnace dealers: 

• Philhower Electric Plumbing & Heating, Main Street, 
Tiskilwa, IL 61368, (815) 646-4481 

• Turczyn Heating and Air Conditioning, 1328 Pulaski 
Street, Peru, IL 61354, (815) 223-0715 

• Energy Specialists Co., 224 N. Main Street, Toluca, IL 
61369, (800)782-7491 

• Ottawa Heating & Air-Conditioning, 632 First Ave., Ottawa, 
IL 61350, (815) 433-1811 

• Johnson Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration, P.O. Box 
53, 107 E. Mill St., Kewanee, IL 61443, (309) 852-2610 

ETS (electric thermal storage) heating 
The secondary heating concept for all- 
electric off-peak systems 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative is offering a spe¬ 
cial reduced rate for off-peak heating with electricity. 
Electric thermal storage heating is used during the 
limited number of on-peak hours when the primary- 
electric heat is automatically intermpted. During this 
interruption, the ETS (electric thermal storage) 
secondary heat source is required to earn the off-peak 
rate. While other methods of providing secondary heat 
will work, the least costly and very effective method 

is the installation of an ETS heater. It is also the only 
way to qualify for the all-electric off-peak rate. 
Warm room heating 

Some extra large homes may need more than one 
ETS unit; however, we suggest you start with one unit 
in the “living” area of the house. Other units can be 
added if you find it is necessary. This “Warm Room 
Concept” of heating certain areas in your home is the 
cheapest method of providing the secondary heat 
needed for Illinois Valley Electric’s special off-peak 
rate. 
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makes 
a difference 

You may not have given it much thought, but 
you have complete control over how you use your 
electricity. You choose the ingredients that are 
necessary for you to maintain your standard of 
living. 

The way you live and the way you use your elec¬ 
trical appliances have a greater impact on your 
consumption of electricity than the number of 
appliances you have. 

We in Illinois enjoy relatively good lifestyles, and 
we tend to use more energy than the national 
average. This applies to all forms of energy, not 
just electricity. 

Let’s take a look at some of these “lifestyle 
considerations” that can make your electric bill 
appear to be higher than “normal.” 

Family size 

Let’s face it, there is a direct relationship 
between the number of people living at home and 
the amount of energy that is used. That’s es¬ 
pecially true if you have teenagers at home. In 
addition, if friends and relatives are visiting, 
you can expect to use more energy for cooking, 
baking, laundry and hot water. 

Space heating and cooling 

From a comfort standpoint, most of us prefer to 
be relatively cool in summer and warm in winter. 
Others prefer temperature extremes. In Illinois, 
humidity plays an important part in our year- 
round comfort, too. If we operate dehumidifiers 
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in summer (and to lesser degree, humidifiers, 
in winter), this contributes to our household 
energy consumption because they tend to 
run continuously. Portable space heaters, air 
conditioners, and fans in such places as the garage 
and basement also contribute to our energy 
consumption. 

By taking a look at our “comfort” lifestyle 
in terms of maintaining relative humidity and 
temperature, we can use energy wisely in many 
ways. These range from adding insulation, 
weatherstripping and caulking to simply turning 
down the heat and turning off the air conditioning 
in a room not being used. 

Water heating 

About 15 percent of the energy used in the 
average American home is for water heating. Hot 
water plays a very important role in everyone’s 
lifestyle — but many lifestyles require substantial 
quantities of hot water, and that results in higher 
energy use. 

Ask yourself some of the following questions: 
“When I take a bath, do I use hot water 

sparingly, or is the tub completely full of water?” 
“Do I take short showers, or do I stay in the 

shower until the hot water gets cold?” 
“Do I repair leaky faucets, or simply let them 

drip and waste hot water?” 
“Do I operate automatic washers and dish¬ 

washers with a full load, or just whenever it’s 
convenient? (Like with a pair of jeans or just a few 
dishes)?” 

Appliance use 

We have a host of time- and labor-saving 
appliances available to help us do our work 
whenever we need their service. Your appliances 
work for you around the clock, whenever you 
choose to use them. Wise use of appliances can 
have a positive effect on your energy consumption. 

For example, ask yourself questions like these: 
“Do I turn off lights when a room is not in use, 

or do I leave them on?” “Does my television set 
entertain the entire family, or does it entertain an 
empty room?” 

“Do I leave the oven on ‘warm’ for an extended 
period of time, or do I cook many dishes at once 
and then turn the oven off?” 

These are prime considerations that affect the 
amount of electricity you use to maintain your 
lifestyle. All Americans are part of the residential 
sector, and spirited energy management con¬ 
sciousness is likely to start at home. 

The effects of a home and farm energy manage¬ 
ment program can pay big dividends! 



Sweat forms on 

the furrowed brow of Em¬ 

peror Heliogabalus as he paces 

the palace floor. He demands re¬ 

lief from the oppressive heat. 

No problem. An order goes 

out. A thousand servants are sent into the mountains. 

They haul down great quantities of snow to the palace. 

Only then can the emperor enjoy the pleasure of his gar¬ 

den as the snow melts, evaporates and cools the air around 

him. 

You don’t need a thousand servants when one will 

do...thc geothermal heating and cooling system. The year 

‘round, it lets the constant temperature of the soil keep 

your home comfortable — and it’s four times more effi¬ 

cient than a fossil-fuel system. Your electric cooperative 

can help you GO GEOTHERMAL as you plan your new 

home or replace your old heating and cooling system. 

Don’t let an era go by before you take action. Call now. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Getting the job done . . . TOGETHER 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/September 1994 16a 



Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
* Available options and programs* * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, some are for your communication requirements, and others 
are for convenience and safety. 

* * * Featuring this month* * * 
Two-way mobile or portable radio 
system featuring a 800-MHZ 
frequency trunking capability 
★ For as little as $7.00 per month 
★ Optional mobile or portable 

telephone service 
★ Wide area coverage available 
★ Motorola communications equipment 

Look over this list and find the programs 
that fit your needs and call us. 

• Off-peak space heating with electricity as primary source at special rate of 3.75 cents kwh — 
$75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• All-electric residential rate — for controlled energy usage 

• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat for 
geothermal and space heating "all-electric" systems during interruptible periods. 

• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak rate schedules) 

• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for IVEC members only — 
$125.00 rebate if controlled when “on-peak" periods occur 

• A $10 per month off-peak credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled 
for the months of June. July, August and September — no cost to member for installation of 
monitoring equipment 

• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 
★ Up to 400% efficiency — ground source ★better than gas furnace ★clean energy 
★ off-peak rate of 3.75<F kwh with ETS secondary heating ★economical/affordable 
★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 

• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages - Economy Pack $8.95 mo. - Basic Service 
$11.95 mO. — HBO $7.95 mo. — Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. — other program selections available 

• Air conditioning off-peak credit of $10 for summer months of June, July, August and September — 
$40 total benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 

• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month — no maintenance headaches 

• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 

• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 

• Six bill payment locations throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 

• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 

• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage. 

• Installation of home lightning protection equipment 

• Paging service — wide area coverage in Illinois 

If you want more information about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member 
Services Department at toll-free 800-654-1088. 
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Across the 
manager's desk 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M.-4:30 P.M. P.O. Box 70 
Monday through Friday Route 6 & 34 West 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

IVEC to provide 'high tech' dispatch 
and communications service to members 

“This is the Smith farm. My electricity is out 
and so is my neighbor’s. Do you know how long 
it will take to get it back on?” This member’s 
phone call will immediately trigger a series of 
events at the Cooperative Response Center (CRC), 
all designed to get power restored as quickly as 
possible. The response is made possible by new 
technology and network capability that will 
enhance Illinois Valley Electric’s communications 
service to its members. 

The Cooperative Response Center, located in 
Austin, Minn., is taking calls for almost 200,000 
rural electric cooperative members throughout a 
five-state region. The response center, owned 
by 38 rural electric cooperatives, provides both 
“after-hours” service and a 24-hour monitoring 
service for personal and home security systems. 

Some cooperatives, like Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative, are publishing a special “outage” 
number. Members call this special toll-free 800 
number anytime — day or night — to report a 
power outage. IVEC handles its outage calls 
during normal business hours, but CRC takes over 
when the office closes. Since CRC’s service rep¬ 
resentatives have a complete data bank on each 
cooperative, they are able to dispatch crews 
quickly and efficiently. 

Sometimes a member may call to report 
an outage and get a recorded message. The 
recording will indicate the cooperative is ex¬ 
periencing an outage — and at times may even 
define the affected area and expected time of 
power restoral. The member doesn’t need to 
stay on the line to leave a message or speak 
to a representative unless they are outside the 
identified area, have an emergency situation. 

or have other helpful information. 
Special recorded messages, voice mail options 

and state-of-the-art communications equipment 
allow the CRC to handle multiple calls at the 
same time. The big advantage for members is 
fewer busy signals when trying to report an 
outage. 

In addition to outage calls, CRC’s service rep¬ 
resentatives also take many calls from co-op 
members after the office closes who need general 
information or have a question. Again, because 
CRC will have a lot of information about IVEC, the 
service representatives can answer a variety of 
questions immediately. And if they can’t, they’ll 
take a message so a co-op employee can respond 
directly to the member. With CRC, members need 
to make only one phone call and know they will 

Arnold Lubbs get a response. 
Another important service CRC can provide 

is 24-hour monitoring of personal security and 
home security systems. Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative is considering offering personal 
security system called the MainStreet Messenger. 
We are printing on the next page a survey ques¬ 
tionnaire to determine members’ interest. 

In addition, IVEC is considering another CRC 
option, a home security system. Like the personal 
security feature, it too is offered as part of an 
expanded CRC system. Members’ interest will 
determine if Illinois Valley Electric will make 
either of the two options available. Complete the 
survey questionnaire so your co-op board will 
have sufficient information to decide about 
involvement in these two special programs. The 
address is in the above box in the lower right-hand 
side. 

Office closing 
IVEC members! 

★ 24-hour emergency 
Illinois Valley Electric Coopera- dispatch service 

tive will be closed on Monday, ★ After hours general 
September 5, in observance of information 
Labor Day. 

Call 800-654-1088 
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To: Members of Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
New services opinion questionnaire 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative is con¬ 
sidering joining other rural electric cooperatives 
across the country in offering new services to fur¬ 
ther improve the quality of life in our service 
territory. 

After reading this brief description, your 
opinion, expressed by answering the following 
questions, will help guide our board of directors 
in this decision. 

According to recent surveys, rising costs in 
health care is a major concern of our rural 
America. One proven way to reduce health care 
costs is to offer services that enable people to live 
independently in their own homes. The personal 
security service we're reviewing provides the 
opportunity for people to maintain an independent 
lifestyle in a safe environment. 

A special telephone, the Main Street Messenger 
with its wireless emergency response pendant, 
offers a new level of comfort for both seniors and 
their families. By simply touching the button on 
the wireless pendant, the Messenger will auto- 
matically place a toll-free call to the monitoring 
(‘enter, the Cooperative Response Center (CRC). 

With this system, two-way communication is 
immediately activated, enabling the CRC operator 
to dispatch appropriate help immediately. This 
service would be provided to both members and 
non-members for a monthly fee of less than $25. 

Another area of concern for many rural people 
is home and environmental security. With the ser¬ 
vice your cooperative is reviewing, homeowners 
can rest assured that any attempt at intrusion, or 
a power outage/low temperature situation, or any 
other potentially dangerous and/or costly con¬ 
dition will automatically be reported to the 
Cooperative Response Center. CRC operators will 
dispatch assistance immediately. Security and 
environmental service fees will include equipment 
costs and a monthly monitoring fee. 

These additional services will be paid for by the 
individual subscribers — they will not be sub¬ 
sidized by your electric rates. 

We'd appreciate a few minutes of your time to 
answer the following questions. If you have any 
questions on the sendees we've described, please 
give our office a call. 

Thanks for your help. 

Questionnaire 
Personal Security Service 

1. Do you believe there is a need for in-home personal security services in this area? 
Y   N  Not Sure  

2. Are you aware of other agencies/health care facilities in this area providing a similar service? 
Y  N  Not Sure  

If yes. please list the providers?    

3. Are you concerned about yourself or a family member living independently? 
Y  N  Not Sure  

4. Do you know someone who may benefit from having the personal security service we've described? 
Y   N  Not Sure  

5. Arc you in favor of the cooperative providing this service throughout our service area? 
Y   N  Not Sure  ^ 

Home/Environmental Service 

1. Would your peace of mind be improved if a home security system was installed in your home? 
Y   N  Not Sure  

2. Would your peace of mind be improved if environmental conditions in your home — such as power 

outage or low temperature — could automatically be reported when you're not there? 
Y   N  Not Sure  

3. Would you purchase either service for a low monthly fee plus equipment costs? (Answering yes 

docs not obligate you in any way.) 
Y   N ~ Not Sure?  

4. Are you in favor of your cooperative making these services available to people throughout the 

service area? 
Y   N  Not Sure  
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Board Room 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called 
to order by president Earl Bates at 11:10 a.m. 
on Tuesday, June 28, 1994, with all directors 
present. Manager T.L. Christensen and attorney 
Gary Barnhart were also present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the 
past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board 
concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 
reviewed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or 
moved on: 
1. It was reported that 63 students from 20 

schools made the Youth to Washington trip to 
Washington, D.C., in June. One of the students 
from the Kewanee area, Mark Guzzardo, was 
chosen by his peers to be the 1995 NRECA Youth 
Consulting Board representative for Illinois. 
Mark will attend the AIEC Annual Meeting in 
Springfield in August and will also attend the 
NRECA Annual Meeting in Orlando, Florida, in 
February 1995. 

The Cooperative will ask all four students to 
attend the IVEC Annual Meeting on August 1, 
1994, and say a few words about their experiences 

in Washington, D.C. 
2. A motion was made and approved to pay 

NRECA and AIEC annual dues for 1995. 
3. A motion was made and approved to pur¬ 

chase Federated Rural Electric Insurance stock. 
4. A motion was made and approved to adopt 

an Equal Employment Opportunity policy and will 
be placed in the Employee Benefits Handbook. 

5. IVEC has become a member of Cooperative 
Response Center in Austin, Minn. CRC has 62 
members with 41 of these members being active. 
CRC will provide after hour answering services for 
IVEC such as outages, etc. As of July 18 CRC will 
begin to take calls after hours and our former 
answering service will dispatch the crews. After 
August 22, all services will be performed by CRC. 

6. The board appointed directors to represent 
IVEC at the various meetings for 1994-95. 

AIEC Annual Meeting delegate is Vincent 
Fredrickson and Robert Sondgeroth is alternate. 

NRECA Annual Meeting delegate is Marion 
Rieker and alternate is Robert Sondgeroth. 

Illinois Statewide Power Cooperative delegate 
will be Robert Sondgeroth. 

AIEC director for 1995-96 will be Vincent 
Fredrickson and the alternate will be Dorothy 
Wilson. Dorothy Wilson will become the delegate 
in August 1995 because Vincent Fredrickson's 
board term will end. 

The next board meeting is scheduled for 
July 26. 1994, at 10 a.m. The August board 
meeting is August 22, 1994. 

The August meeting is being held early because 
of the AIEC Annual Meeting starting August 23. 
The September board meeting is scheduled for the 
27th. 

Faucet aerators easy to install and saves money 
A simple, low-cost gadget that 

can cut power costs is the faucet 
aerator. 

It is as easy to install on a 
kitchen or bathroom faucet as a 
replacement showerhead The 
principle is a simple one. By 
mixing the water flow with air 
(aerating), this little device can 

conserve surprising amounts of 
the energy used to heat hot 
water. 

At a cost of from $3 to $8. 
these devices can pay for 
themselves in as little as 30 
to 60 days. 

To install an aerator, you 
need only a few minutes and a 

wrench. 
How about the water flow? 

Aerators produce a fine, even 
spray. It may be a little less 
forceful, but as the gadgets 
themselves improve, the flow of 
water they produce now over 
earlier models is much more 
pleasing. 

IVEC MEMBERS . 

Scheduled 
meter 

reading 
dates for 

1994 

SEPTEMBER 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 

OCTOBER 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 
1 
8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 

C
O

 
C

M
 
 

 29 
30 31 
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IVEC PAGING Services 
CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-654-1088 

ILLINOIS PAGING NETWORK 
Wide Area Paging Service for People on the Go 

from Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

Page after page, you’ll get results. 
Types of pagers available: 

• Tone only • Tone & Voice • Digital Display 

For as little as $12 per month 

If you depend on life-support equipment, we need to know 
While Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative strives important that this information be current and 

to maintain the best possible service with a accurate. We will make every effort to give priority 
minimum of outage time, occasional outages, either to restore service to members on life-support 
planned or uncontrolled, do occur. systems. 

Your cooperative needs to know the names and If you or a member of your family depend on life- 
location of cooperative members who depend on support equipment, please fill out the form below 
life-support equipment. We keep a registry of and mail to us as quickly as possible, 
members on life-support equipment, and it is 

Name     

Phone no.  

Address    

Location no.  Account no.  

Type of support equipment  

Days of use  

Time of use  

Name of doctor  Address  

Do you have an emergency stand-by generator to operate this 
equipment? 
 YES  NO 

Mail this to: Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, ATTN: Life Support 
Registry, P.O. Box 70, Princeton, IL 61356 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
Is this your account number? 

0001601500 

Call toll-free 

If your name appears in this center 
section, mixed in with copy, you will 
receive a nice prize. 

800-654-1088 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

Don’t miss out on your 
chance to save $80 a year 
on electric water heating 
and air-conditioning costs! 
What is IVEC’s 
off-peak-control switch program? 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative purchases 
power and sells it to you at the lowest cost 
possible. The price of the power is especially 
high during the peak months of June, July, 
August and September. “Peak usage” simply 
describes those times when people use the most 
electricity — such as when it’s hot outside and 
most air-conditioners are running or when water 
heaters are being used at certain times of the day. 
Peak usage by Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
members during these months increase wholesale 
power costs charged to the cooperative. Under our 
previous wholesale power agreement, we were 
concerned about winter peak usage, too. But our 
new contract is only concerned about summer 
peak usage because of impact on power cost. 

Our load management program which controls 
water heaters and air conditioners will help 
decrease electric peak usage, which in turn 
reduces the cost of wholesale power. When you 
participate, you will receive a credit for the 
months of June, July, August and September on 
your electric bill. All members will benefit by 
seeing stable rates through the long-term savings 
in wholesale power costs. 

How does it work? 
• If you have an existing or new electric water 

heater with a capacity of 30 gallons or more, you 
are eligible to participate in the program. 

• A radio-controlled switch will be installed on 
the water heater circuit or air-conditioner circuit 
at NO CHARGE to you. 

• You will receive a $10.00 credit for June. 
July, August and September on your electric bill 
for every controlled water heater or central air 
conditioner. 

• During peak usage periods, a radio signal 
sent from Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative’s 

office will automatically switch off the water 
heater and/or air conditioner. Power interruptions 
will only last long enough to hold demand down. 
You will experience little or NO inconvenience. 
However if for some reason you are not satisfied 
with the program, the radio-control switch will be 
removed at no cost to you. 

• The water heater and air conditioner credit 
is only available for accounts with a minimum of 
400 kilowatt-hours usage per month over a period 
of 12 months in a calendar year. 

How do I sign up? 
It’s easy. And the installation is free! Just 

call us at 1-800-654-1088 or complete and 
return this coupon to: Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative, P.O. Box 70, Princeton, IL 61356. 
Attention: Member Service Department. 

YES, please send me information 
on the $10.00 per month electric 
water heater and air conditioner 
credit. I'm interested in having a 

FREE control switch installed to receive a 
credit for June, July, August and September. 

Name  

Address  

City  Zip Code  

Phone Number  

Best Time to Call  

Date  

Location Number  

NOTE: Location number is on your electric 
billing statement. 
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Control 
your 

refrigerator's 
appetite 

Did you know that refriger¬ 
ators are the fourth largest 
energy consumers of all home 
appliances, exceeded only by air 
conditioners, electric heating 
systems, and water heaters? 
Depending on size, age and 
features, a household refrigera¬ 
tor can use between $200 and 
$400 worth of electricity each 
year. All of the refrigerators in 
America collectively consume 
the same amount of energy as 
25 large power plants produce. 

Ideally, you’ll save the most 
energy by purchasing a new, 
more energy-efficient refrigera¬ 
tor to replace your current 
energy eater. But that can be 
costly. 

If your refrigerator is operating 
properly and isn’t too old, 
adopting low-cost alternatives to 
increase its efficiency may be 
more suitable to your personal 
finances. The following main¬ 
tenance suggestions are just 
a few of the ways you can 
trim your refrigerator’s energy 
appetite. 

• Clean condenser coils: All 
that dirt and dust that collects 
on your refrigerator’s condenser 
coils (usually located on the back 
of the refrigerator) makes it labor 
harder to keep the contents cold. 
Cleaning the coils at least once 
a year could improve your 
refrigerator’s efficiency by up to 
30 percent. To clean the coils. 

first unplug the refrigerator as a 
safety precaution. Then, simply 
brush off or vacuum the coils. 
When moving the refrigerator 
back into place, remember to 
leave enough space behind and 
around it so that air can freely 
circulate around the condenser 
coils. 

• Check door seals: The door 
seals or gaskets on your re¬ 
frigerator and freezer can de¬ 
teriorate over time and thus 
decrease the performance of 
your refrigerator. A simple way 
to test the seals is to close the 
door over a dollar bill. If the bill 
slides out easily, the seals are 
probably defective and may 
need to be replaced. Call your 
repairman or the dealer you pur¬ 
chased the refrigerator from for 
replacement, but remember new 
seals aren’t cheap. 

• Check the temperature: 
Ideally, your refrigerator should 
be maintaining a temperature of 
about 38 degrees F to 40 degrees 
F; the freezer should be between 
0 degrees F and 10 degrees F. To 
check the temperature of your 
refrigerator, place a refrigerator 
thermometer (available at most 
hardware and kitchen supply 
stores) in the center of the unit 
(do not have it touch any food) 
and leave it for about 15 minutes. 
If necessary, adjust the tem¬ 
perature by turning the ther¬ 
mostat dial. Changing the 

dial by one number can make 
a 10 degree F difference in 
temperature. 

• Defrost the freezer: If 
you own a manual defrost 
refrigerator/freezer, you should 
defrost it regularly. The ice 
build-up makes the compressor 
work harder to maintain cold 
temperatures and thus draws 
more energy. Do not let ice build 
up thicker than one-quarter 
inch. Remember to unplug the 
refrigerator before you start 
defrosting. 

• Check the power-saver 
switch: Many new model re¬ 
frigerators have the capability 
to prevent moisture from con¬ 
densing on the outside of the 
refrigerator during humid 
weather. They do this by sup¬ 
plying heat to areas around th,e 
freezer door where moisture 
is most likely to collect. This 
option is usually activated by a 
switch inside the refrigerator. 
With the switch off, your re¬ 
frigerator will not have to draw 
the extra power needed to sup¬ 
ply this heat. 

• Check the condensation 
drain: Condensation drains are 
usually found on no-frost or 
self-defrosting refrigerators. A 
clogged drain causes ice to build 
up on the coils and make your 
refrigerator work harder. Check 
the drain regularly and free it of 
any obstructions. 
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spend much of our lives ac- cumulating them. A lounge 

chair, a great stereo, a soft shag carpet beneath your feet. 

What about atmosphere? The actual “feel” of your home. 

Steady warmth in the winter and constant cooling in the summer. 

No hot or cold spots as you go from room to room. 

Wisely, families are turning to electric heating and cooling when 

they build their new homes. It means efficient comfort all four sea¬ 

sons, and it’s clean and safe. Your electric cooperative 

has special rates that make these ad¬ 

vantages low-cost for you. 

Lounge chairs will come and go, 

but your home energy source will be 

around a long time. Choose right 

BEFORE you build. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Electricity. A source of comfort. 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
* * * Available options and programs* * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 

are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 

are for your entertainment, some are for your communication requirements, and others 

are for convenience and safety. 

★ * * Featuring this month * * * IVEC Payment Centers 
to serve your area. 

• Galva Area First Illini Bank 
112 North Exchange Street 

• Princeton Area Amcore Bank 
815 S. Main 
Citizens First National Bank 
606 South Main Street 

• Kewanee Area Peoples National Bank 
207 North Tremont Street 

• Ottawa Area  First National Bank of Ottawa 
701 LaSalle Street 

• Sheffield Area Amcore Bank 
113 South Main Street 

• Peru-LaSalle Area .. Citizens First National Bank of Peru 
925 Shooting Park Road 

• Wyanet Area Amcore Bank 
135 E. Main 

• Off-peak space heating with electricity as primary source at special rate of 3.75 cents kwh — 
$75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• All-electric residential rate — for controlled energy usage 

• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat 
for geothermal and space heating “all-electric" systems during interruptible periods. 

• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak rate schedules) 

• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for IVEC members only — 
$125.00 rebate if controlled when “on-peak" periods occur 

• A $10 per month oi: peak credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled 
for the months of June, July, August and September — no cost to member for installation of 
monitoring equipment 

• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 
★ Up to 400% efficiency — ground source ★better than gas furnace ★clean energy 
★ off-peak rate of 3.75C kwh with ETS secondary heating ★economical/affordable 
★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 

• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Economy Pack $8.95 mo. — Basic Service 
$11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. — other program selections available 

• Air conditioning off-peak credit of $10 for summer months of June, July, August and September — 
$40 total benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 

• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month — no maintenance headaches 

• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 

• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 

• Payment centers throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 
• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 

• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage. 

• Installation of home lightning protection equipment 

• Paging service — wide area coverage in Illinois 

I! you want more information about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member 
Services Department at toll-free 800-654-1088. 
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Across the 
manager's desk 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M.—4:30 P.M. P.O. Box 70 
Monday through Friday Route 6 & 34 West 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

Manager T.L. Christensen, left, 
congratulates trustees reelected 
to the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
following the annual meeting 
August 2 in Princeton. Reelected 
were, from left, John Scott of 
Neponset, Dorothy Wilson of 
Hennepin and Ralph Freebairn of 
Ottawa. 

Debt restructuring outlined 
There will be no rate increase during 1994. That 

was the message of IVEC president Earl Bates of 
Kewanee at the 55th annual meeting of IVEC held 
on August 2 at Princeton High School. 

Bates credited a debt restructuring agreement 
with the Rural Electrification Administration and 
terms of an agreement with the National Rural 
Utilities Cooperative Finance Corporation (CFC) of 
Washington, D.C., for the cooperative’s ability to 
limit rate increases in the future. “We expect to 
meet your needs for reliable service and limit rate 
increases to no more than the rate of inflation,” 
Bates said. He added no rate increase is planned 
during 1994. 

CFC is owned by more than 1,000 electric 
distribution cooperatives across the United States. 
It has become one of the largest non-government 
financial institutions based in Washington. Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative was one of its founding 
members in the mid 1970s. 

Manager T.L. Christensen reminded members 
that the cooperative no longer depends on the 
Rural Electrification Administration for meeting 
its needs for investment capital but has com¬ 

mitments from the CFC for meeting its future 
capital investment needs. Illinois Valley plans to 
invest approximately $20 million in its electric 
distribution system over the next 10 years. 

“We face the need to upgrade about 600 miles 
of single phase line constructed in the 1940s to 
1960s,” Christensen said. “That means we will 
have to budget from $ 1 million to $2 million each 
year for the next 10 years to meet our needs 
for ordinary replacements, growth and system 
improvements,” Christensen said. He said some 
of the funds will be generated from electric 
revenues but the rest will be borrowed under its 
agreements with CFC. 

The cooperatively owned financial institution 
has loaned Illinois Valley sufficient funds to allow 
it to prepay its REA debt to the Rural Electrification 
Administration at a discount of $14 million. In 
addition, CFC agreed to meet Illinois Valley’s 
needs for long term capital investment. 

Christensen called on members to study the 
cooperative’s many marketing rate opportunities 
and agree to participate. He said members could 

(Continued on page 12e) 
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1994 Annual 

Meeting highlights 

Lunch Entertainment Bates with head table 

The registration table was a busy place. Members look over the offerings 
at the popular bargain table. 

Drawing prize winners 

Other prize winners ... 

James Thompson, Hooppole 
Thomas R. Truedson, Sheffield 
G.N. Robinson, Princeton 
William A. & Odetta D. Leff, Altona 
Alburtus Olson, Altona 
Clint Thomas, Sheffield 
Dewey Wood, Wyanet 
Betty McDonald, Princeton 
Leslie Wiley, Cambridge 
Ray Blum, Ottawa 
Frank, Waldinger, Buda 
Marion Westergreen, Knoxville 
Robert W. & Doris R. Friend, Cambridge 

Grand prize winner 
Toshiba 20-inch stereo television 

Laveme House, Princeton 

Other prize winners ... 

Phil Code, Buda 
L.A. & Doris K. Nelson, Galesburg 
Harry Fairbanks, Princeton 
Francis & Connie Harmon, Utica 
Paul Yucas, Spring Valley 
Neil Neckolaishen, Dahinda 
A.J. Immesoete, Mineral 
Herbert Carr, McNabb 
Elbert & Ebal M. Anderson, Sheridan 
Sadie Thompson, Sheffield 
Joseph Eigsti, Buda 
McKinley & Ruth Gaddie, Princeton 
Joseph A. & Diantha Jean Wittmeyer, Neponset 

Other prize winners 

H. Dean Briggs, Bartonville 
William Simon, Princeton 
Josephine McNally, Arlington 
Dave Conway, Joliet 
Thomas J. & Audrey J. Fitzgerald, Utica 
Charles 0. & Shirlee M. Broomall, Princeton 
Tom Wexell, Cambridge 
Janice E. Carlson, Kewanee 
Duane S. England, Dahinda 
Robert & Marcelene Godke, Kewanee 
James M. & Mary Lou Weston, Kewanee 
Glenn Sommerville, Mendota 
Anna Muir Concession, Ottawa 
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The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to 
order by president Earl Bates at 12:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, July 26, 1994, with all directors present 
except Dorothy Wilson. Manager T.L. Christensen 
and attorney Gary Barnhart were also present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the 
past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board 
concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 
reviewed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or 
moved on: 

1. It was reported that the Cooperative Response 
Center in Austin, Minnesota, began answering all 
after hour calls for the Cooperative on July 18. 

IVEC’s former answering service receives a list 
of outages and other questions from members 
and dispatches the crews to the outages and 
lets the headquarters know of other questions 
to be answered during regular working hours. 

On August 27, phase two will begin and CRC 
will answer all after hour calls and also dispatch 
crews to the outages. 

2. A motion was made and approved to hold a 
special board meeting on Tuesday, August 2, 
1994, to approve memberships before the annual 
meeting scheduled to begin at 11 a.m. that day 
and to hear a discussion from ELASCO on the load 
management system. John W. Miller 

IVEC experienced two peak alerts called for 
by Soy land one each on June 16 and one on 
June 20. The Cooperative is able to use this 
load management system to shut water heaters 
and air conditioners off at intervals to lower 
the usage. The large power interruptible loads 
are also contacted to shut down during the peak 
alerts. 

The next board meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, August 22, 1994, at 10 a.m. The 
September board meeting is September 27, 1994. 
The October meeting is scheduled for the 25th. 

(Continued from page 12c) 
reduce their cost of electric service and help the 
cooperative reduce its overall cost of bulk power 
supply. The cooperative’s cost of wholesale power 
is based on its maximum demand each year, 
which usually occurs during the hottest day of the 
summer. 

As an example of the impact of its marketing 
programs, Christensen said the peak demand that 
occurred on June 20, the 1994 peak demand day, 
could mean a penalty of more than $177,000 in 
bulk power cost during 1995. If enough members 
agree to put control switches on their water 
heaters and air conditioning systems, the coopera¬ 
tive could actually reduce the cost of bull: power 
in the future, Christensen said. 

Christensen advised members that “customer 
choice” is being increasingly discussed across the 
United States to open up competition among elec¬ 
tric utilities. He said customer choice, or retail 
wheeling, in the electric utility industry would 
be similar to the deregulation of the telephone 
industry a decade ago. As with the telephone 
industry, “large customers benefit by lowering 
their cost but the smaller customers end up 
paying higher bills for poorer service as revenues 

fall,” Christensen said. 
Under retail wheeling electric customers would 

be able to pick the lowest cost supplier and other 
utilities would be required to transport that elec¬ 
tricity to the customer. Christensen compared 
retail wheeling to what is happening to electric 
cooperatives when municipal electric systems 
annex territory beyond their boundaries to claim 
their right to serve large loads or new residential 
subdivisions. 

“Whenever an electric cooperative loses indus¬ 
trial loads or growth areas it strands investment 
and leaves the remaining members to pay the 
cooperative fixed power cost and debt service,” 
Christensen said. “And since cooperatives serve 
the least populated areas of our state, such ter¬ 
ritory loss has forced rates higher,” Christensen 
said. 

“Just remember that, like deregulation of the 
phone company, residential customers will be 
forced to pay higher rates,” Christensen said. 
“I hope you won’t be misled by the innocent 
sounding customer choice arguments.” 

Officers reelected included Bates as president, 
Scott as vice president, and Joe Danielson of 
Princeton as secretary/treasurer. 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
Is this your account number? If your name appears in this center section, mixed 

0001720501 in with copy, you will receive a nice prize. 

Call toll-free - 800-654-1088 
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REWARD OFFERED 
To all members of ILLINOIS VALLEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
that allow a load management switch to be installed on their 

WATER HEATER 
| ? CENTRAL AIR CONDITIONER 
® $80 Credit over the summer months 

of June, July, August and September 
Ask about a 

FREE ■ 60 or 80 GALLON WATER HEATER 
Call 1-800-654-1088 about the 

SWITCH MAKES $CENTS$ PROGRAM 

IVEC PAGING SERVICES 
CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-654-1088 

Wide Area Paging Service for People on the Go 
from Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

Types of pagers available: 
Tone only* • Tone & Voice • Digital Display* 

For as little as $12 per month 

IVEC MEMBERS . .. 
Scheduled meter reading dates for 1994 

OCTOBER 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 
8 2 3 4 5 6 7 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 
30 

24 
31 

25 26 27 

oo 
C

M
 29 

DECEMBER 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 

r~- 
C

M
 28 29 30 31 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

Enhance Your Communications!!! 
Portable or mobile radio and telephone service 

A from 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
Agent for 

Central States 
Communications 

(kk) Providing 

MOTOROLA 
COMMUNICATION PRODUCTS 

Financing available — 15% down • 24 months • 9% APR 

* Two-Way 
radio service 

* Offering 
area-wide coverage 

* Reach your people 
in the field or on the road 

The Radio System features the following specifications: 
★ The 800 MHZ Frequency Trunking System “pools” several radio channels so that 

all users in a given area have automatic access to any free channel. 
★ A trunked system provides added privacy to conversations. 
★ Interruptions from outside conversations are almost impossible. 
★ Operation is simple: After the volume level is set, the push talk button is the only 

control needed. 
All these features for as little as $7.00 per month. 

Optional Telephone Interconnect 
★ If your mobile radio is equipped for telephone, by merely the push of the phone 

button, your mobile radio connects you to a commercial telephone line. After the 
dial tone is heard, your mobile radio ’’becomes” a telephone. 

This feature for as little as $11.45 per month. 

For information about or ordering radio equipment — 
Call Toll Free 800-654-1088 — 

ask for the Member Services Department 

IVEC members . . . 

Put a little security in your night! 
Sign up today for a rental security light and no maintenance headaches 

Rent a light from IVEC!!! 
Here's an excellent Call toll free 1-800-654-1088. 

opportunity for less than Ask for security 
$12.00 per month! light information. 
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Power outages can 
frustrate personal 

computer users 
If you own a personal com¬ 

puter, you have probably experi¬ 
enced the frustration of having 
your power supply suddenly 
flicker or go off completely with a 
resulting loss of data. 

Rapid changes in the amount 
of electricity going into your com¬ 
puter can result in damaged cir¬ 
cuitry, loss of important data and 
plenty of aggravation. 

What can you do to protect 
your computer equipment from 
power fluctuations and outages? 

There is equipment available 
for home (or office) use that is de¬ 
signed to eliminate or filter out 
surges of electricity or provide a 
back-up supply of power should 
your power go off. 

Protector or suppressor de¬ 

vices provide protection from 
brief but intense voltage in¬ 
creases (often called spikes or 
surges). It’s this type of equip¬ 
ment that may save your 
computer’s life should a lightning 
bolt hit nearby and enter your 
home’s wiring system. 

According to a computer 
sales/service/applications com¬ 
pany, a surge protector’s “re¬ 
sponse time” to incoming power 
surges is a critical factor to con¬ 
sider when choosing a unit. The 
faster the response time, the bet¬ 
ter the unit is at preventing the 
power surge from entering your 
computer and causing damage. 
Also consider the amount of 
power the unit can dissipate 
when a surge occurs. Cheaper 

units that can’t handle higher 
surge levels may not provide the 
protection you need. Some qual¬ 
ity units can handle as much as 
2,000 amps for one millisecond. 
Surge protectors can vary in 
price from $40 to over $120. 

But it’s the loss of data, not 
equipment damage, that most 
often causes concern among 
computer operators. 

If you can’t shut down your 
home computer during periods 
when power interruptions are 
likely (such as during intense 
lightning storms), then an 
Uninterruptible Power Supply 
(UPS) system may be for you. A 
UPS system operates with a bat¬ 
tery backup that supplies instant 
power to your computer should 
the outside voltage suddenly 
drop. Because the backup sys¬ 
tem takes over quickly, your 
computer doesn’t notice. The 
batteries normally supply 
enough power to continue oper¬ 
ating 15 to 20 minutes, but each 
system’s reserve time will vary. 
Battery backup systems can cost 
$400 to $2,000. 

Some additional thoughts. If 
the expense of a battery backup 
system is too much for your bud¬ 
get, consider copying your data 
frequently. Then, if the power 
does go off you lose only that por¬ 
tion of your data which has not 
been copied. If the data you’re 
putting into your home computer 
is extremely important, make 
copies of it on a separate disk and 
place it in a proper storage facil¬ 
ity. 

If you’re thinking about pur¬ 
chasing a surge protector or bat¬ 
tery backup system for your 
home computer, make sure the 
equipment you choose meets the 
precise needs of your computer. 

If power surges and outages 
concern you, surge protectors 
and battery backup systems may 
be just the thing your computer 
needs for important protection. 
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Not too far away from where you live, maybe just down the 

street or around the corner, somebody is saving money and 

you’re not. They are taking advantage of something that you 

could take advantage of, too. If you have a front yard or back 

yard, you can lower the cost of heating and cooling your 

home. You can also get free or very inexpensive hot water. 

The Geothermal Heating and Cooling System uses the con¬ 

stant warmth within the soil to move heat in or out of your 

home, depending on the season. Somebody near you has 

one, and they are enjoying the comfort, safety and savings. 

Fortunately, there is somebody else near you who can help 

you bring all of geothermal’s benefits to YOUR home. You’ll 

find their name just down the road. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Getting the job done ... TOGETHER 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
* * * Available options and programs* * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, some are for your communication requirements, and others 
are for convenience and safety. 

* * * Featuring this month* * * 
If you depend on life-support 

equipment, we need to know 
Your cooperative needs to know the names and location 

of cooperative members who depend on life-support equipment. 
We keep a registry of life-support members, and it is 
important that this information be current and accurate. We 
will make every effort to give priority to restore service to 
members on life support systems. 

Look over this list and find the programs 
that fit your needs and call us. 

• Off-peak space heating with electricity as primary source at special rate of 3.75 cents kwh — 
$75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• All-electric residential rate — for controlled energy usage 
• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat 

for geothermal and space heating "all-electric" systems during interruptible periods. 
• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak rate schedules) 
• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for IVEC members only — 

$125.00 rebate if controlled when "on-peak" periods occur 
• A $10 per month off-peak credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled 

for the months of June, July, August and September — $40 total benefit — no cost to member 
for installation of monitoring equipment 

• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 
★ Up to 400 % efficiency — ground source ★ better than gas furnace ★ clean energy 
★ off-peak rate of 3.75C kwh with ETS secondary heating ^ economical/affordable 
★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 
• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Economy Pack $8.95 mo. — Basic Service 

$11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. — other program selections available 
• Air conditioning off-peak credit of $10 for summer months of June, July, August and September — 

$40 total benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 
• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month — no maintenance headaches 
• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 
• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 
• Payment centers throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 
• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 
• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage 
• Installation of home lightning protection equipment 
• Paging service — wide area coverage in Illinois 
If you want more information about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member 
Services Department at toll-free 800-654-1088. 
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Across the 
manager's desk 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M.-4:30 P.M. P.O. Box 70 
Monday through Friday Route 6 & 34 West 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

Power quality — a term for the times 
In recent years the term “power quality” has 

come into vogue because of the methods and the 
materials used in the construction of appliances, 
office equipment and home entertainment 
devices. Today, instead of bulky, heavy, tough 
internal electric parts, we have small, light and 
very delicate electronic components that are 
susceptible to damage or destruction if the elec¬ 
tricity feeding them isn’t in its purest form. 

Pure electricity leaves the generator and flows 
through utility lines and wires in a building in 
extremely uniform sine-waves — 60 waves per 
second. Anything that causes even the slightest 
“blip” or “twinge” on a wave will result in a loss 
of quality in the power that enters any electric 
equipment. The cause can be on the utility side 
of the meter or within the member’s premises. 

Experience has proven that about 80 percent of 
the aberrations originate within the consumer’s 
wiring and are caused by loose connections, 
improper grounding, overloaded circuits, or equip¬ 
ment (usually motor driven) starting or stopping 
causing voltage fluctuations. 

The main kinds of power disturbances: 

Spikes — A huge jump in voltage lasting less 
than l/60th of a second 

Surges — Overvoltages lasting longer than 
l/60th of a second 

Either can be caused by the automatic switching 
on or off of motor driven devices, a lightning strike 
on or near a power line — maybe miles away, or 
even something as simple as the discharge of 
static electricity built up on a copier from the 
shuffling of the paper. 

Problems — High-voltage impulses can blow 
holes in microchip traces in any electronic 
circuitry. Sometimes the damage is immediately 
apparent but usually it won’t show up for days 
or weeks after the event when the TV, VCR, 
computer, etc. suddenly quits working. Affects on 
computers might include corrupted data, printer 
or terminal or processing errors. 

Sags — Under-voltage conditions of l/60th to 
1/10th of a second duration. Caused by improper 

grounding, undersized wiring or sudden start-ups 
of large electrical loads. 

Problems — Sags can cause a computer to lock 
up. Can also slow the speed of disk drives causing 
read errors or crashes. TV picture will momen- 
tarily shrink and lights may dim slightly or blink. 

Brownouts — Low-voltage situation lasting 
minutes or even hours. Weather, animals and 
motor vehicles interfering with our distribution 
equipment are the most common causes of 
widespread brownouts. Most common in the 
member’s building are loose wiring connections 
and overloaded circuits. 

Problems — Motors in any electrical device 
may lock up and bum out. Computers may mal¬ 
function and hardware may be damaged. 

Noise — High-frequency interference from radio 
or TV signals, light dimmers, microwaves, 
lightning, computer power supplies or improper 
grounding. Lawrence Norsen 

Problems — Can create erratic behavior in elec¬ 
tronic circuits in appliances, office equipment and 
home entertainment devices. In computers noise 
can cause processing errors, incorrect data 
transfer, and printer or terminal errors. 

Harmonic distortion — Hormonics are distor- 

Typical computer system susceptibility 

A typical computer location will experience 443 
disruptive or destructive power disturbances each 
year. (Figures based on 450 site-months of National 
Power Laboratory power quality Study data and com¬ 
puter design susceptibiity levels of CBEMA. Computer 
and business Equipment Manufacturers' Association.) 
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tions of the normal sine-wave in which electricity 
travels. Harmonics are transmitted back into 
the individual circuit wires by non-linear loads 
(equipment that doesn’t draw power in regular 
sine-waves) such as computers, copiers, FAX 
machines, variable speed motors. 

Problems — Harmonics can disrupt the opera¬ 
tion of other devices connected to the same elec¬ 
tric circuit as the cause of the harmonics. 

Some examples of common power quality 
problems. The causes were not easily found. 

1. A coffee pot plugged into the same receptacle 
as a personal computer scrambled data on the 
PC whenever the pot’s heater cycled on or off. 
Solution — the pot was plugged into a receptacle 
on another circuit. 

2. Every time a humidifier in an office called for 
water, the motor created a 1,000-volt impulse that 
caused a computer on another circuit to scram¬ 
ble data. Solution — A properly chosen and cor¬ 
rectly sized surge suppressor was installed at the 
computer. 

3. A satellite dish antenna was installed with 
a common ground for the antenna and the 
receivers in the house but not tied in to the power 
supply. A nearby lightning strike raised the poten¬ 
tial of the dish to the extent that a surge flowed 
from the dish to the TV reception equipment in 
the house, frying the converter, the TV and even 
the VCR. 

4. In residences, lightning is invited to cause 
damage by multiple grounds. With multiple 
grounds, there could be a difference of potential 
between any two grounds when lightning strikes 
nearby. As a result, equipment that is connected 
to both grounds can be damaged by the current 

flowing between them. 
5. Telephone equipment that is used to feed 

data to computers causes similar problems. The 
ground for the power to the computer should be 
bonded to the ground for the phone line. Otherwise 
a ground fault or lightning strike that raises the 
ground potential momentarily will impact the 
computer’s electronics. 

6. A consumer living close to a utility sub¬ 
station was convinced that high voltage from the 
substation was causing his appliances to burn out. 
However, the real cause was power surges caused 
by his wife’s electric kiln cycling on and off. 

7. The owner of a salvage yard had purchased 
an uninterruptible power supply (UPS) system to 
protect his computer from a recurring loss of 
power. It didn’t help. The salvage man was sure 
it was the fault of the electricity supplier. In fact, 
the UPS system did not have any power con¬ 
ditioning capabilities. The cause was not the 
fault of the electric company either. When a five- 
horsepower air compressor in the shop in the next 
building went on, the voltage to the computer 
sagged to under 100 volts and that was enough 
to trip it off. 

So there is a thumbnail sketch of power quality, 
the causes of poor quality, some problems 
encountered, and some solutions. Before blaming 
the supplier for poor power quality, the internal 
wiring and the distribution of the electricity 
in-house should be inspected for loose connections, 
for overloaded circuits and for improper grounding. 
The chances are 4 to 1 that the cause will be 
found. If no causes are found during the inves¬ 
tigation, then call the power supplier. 

Board Room 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called 
to order by president Earl Bates at 11 a.m. on 
Monday, August 22, 1994, with all directors 
present. Manager T.L. Christensen and attorney 
Gary Barnhart were also present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the 
past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board 
concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 
reviewed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or 
moved on: 

1. A motion was made and approved to let 
Amcore Bank in the Princeton area become a col¬ 
lection agency for FVEC members to make their 
electric payments. 

2. A motion was made and approved to hire a 
consultant to inspect work order projects for the 
cooperative on a quarterly basis. 

3. It was reported that 255 members attended 
the Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative Annual 
Meeting on August 2 and there were 132 proxies, 
making a total of 387 members. 

4. A motion was made and approved to offer a 
medical alert and security service to all members 
and non members interested. This service would 
be provided at an initial set up cost and then a 
monthly fee. The Cooperative Response Center in 
Austin, Minn., would answer all alert calls just as 
they do the outages for the cooperative. 

The next board meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, September 27, 1994, at 10 a.m. The 
October board meeting is October 25, 1994. The 
November meeting is scheduled for the 22nd. 
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Member Services 
Harvest time safety: 
Have you checked everything? 
□ Watch out for overhead power lines. 
□ Wear appropriate protective equipment. 
□ Are helpers familiar with equipment they’re 

using? 
□ Shut off power before fixing or unclogging 

machines. 
□ Keep extended machinery away from power 

pole guy wires. 
□ Keep shields in place. 

This time of year, details weigh heavily on your 
mind. Money, weather — factors vital to your 
livelihood. The most important concern, though, 
should be safety. Tragedy can occur in that flash 

WmSSiSMi 
     
     

of a moment when you let your guard down — 
taking a short cut, overlooking basic safety rules. 
To ensure future harvests, always work the safe 
way. Your livelihood depends on it. 

Gearing up for winter months 
Now’s a good time to do that preventive winter 

maintenance of your home’s plumbing, heating 
and electrical systems. 

On your plumbing system, check the 
following: 

• Know where your main water shut-off valves 
are and how to use them. (A note of warning: If 
the water valve is stuck, it may start to leak when 
you try it; try it on a weekday when plumbers are 
available.) 

• Insulate any water lines under your home 
that might be exposed to cold drafts, but don’t use 
electric heat tapes in areas that are not readily 
accessible. 

• Is there a 3/4-inch metal overflow line for the 
water heater’s temperature pressure relief valve? 
The end of the line should extend to within six 
inches of the floor or drain to the outside, six 
inches above the grade level. The exit end must 
not be threaded or in contact with the ground. 
Heating systems and humidifiers 

• If you have a humidifier attached to your 
furnace, it should be cleaned and chlorinated. 
Replace filters, making sure the water supply is 
turned on and the drain in clear. An unkept 
humidifier can be a breeding ground for mold and 
mildew fungi. Either clean and service daily or 
have the system removed from the furnace. 

• Make sure the humidifier is not leaking to the 
inside of the furnace, where rusting could cause 
the furnace to fail. 

• Turn off the outside heat pump at its breaker 
or at the outside disconnect located near the unit. 
Turn the thermostat to “heat,” and set the tem¬ 
perature high enough to engage the furnace. This 
will only turn on the furnace’s heating elements, 
and you can check a nearby register for signs of 

heat. Reset the thermostat, and turn the outside 
unit back on. 
Electric service panel 

• If there is not a list of what each fuse or 
breaker is for, make one and attach it to the 
panel’s door. 

• For fused services, keep a supply of 15- and 
20-amp fuses handy. Never overfuse a circuit by 
replacing a blown 15- or 20-amp fuse with a 
30-amp fuse. 

• Ground-fault circuit interrupters need to be 
tripped and reset once a month. Other breakers 
need to be tripped and reset every six months. 

• Replace frayed extension cords. Never run an 
extension cord under a carpet or through a hole 
in the wall. 

• Check the outside wiring coming from the 
utility company for frayed insulation and look to 
see if any wires are covered by tree limbs. 

• Check smoke alarms and replace batteries as 
needed. 

• If you heat with gas, oil or wood, install 
a carbon monoxide detector near the heating 
appliance. 
Fireplaces 

• A wood-burning stove or fireplace cannot be 
vented into the same flue with a gas or oil burner 
or space heater. 

• Check the fireplace opening for loose or 
missing brick, replace missing brick with firebrick 
only and patch cracks with fireclay. 

• Check the damper for ease of operation. 
• Check the flue liner for obstructions and for 

creosote buildup. Clean once a year. Reinspect the 
liner after cleaning. 

• If you have a gas log or a gas starter, make 
sure he damper is slightly open at all times. 
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Peoria >    i—' McLean County 

Bloomington 

Enhance Your Communications!!! 

A 
Portable or mobile radio service 

from 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
Agent for 

Central States 
Communications 

Providing 

MOTOROLA 
COMMUNICATION PRODUCTS 

Financing available — 15% down • 24 months • 9% APR 

* Two-Way 
radio service 

* Offering 
area-wide coverage 

* Reach your people 
in the field or on the road 

for as little as $7 per month 
Call Toll Free 800-654-1088 - 

ask for Member Services Department 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
Is this your account number? 

0001809500 
If your name appears in this center section, mixed 
in with copy, you will receive a nice prize. 

Call toll-free - 800-654-1088 

12f ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/November 1994 



Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
IVEC payment centers to serve your area 
Illinois Valley Electric has established six locations to pay electric 

bills in addition to its office facilities in Princeton. This added 
convenience is another service to benefit IVEC members. 
These banks and their branch facilities will accept 

payments during their regular business hours. 

☆ Galva Area ☆ Ottawa Area 
First Illini Bank First National Bank of Ottawa 

112 N. Exchange Street 701 LaSalle Street 
Galva, Illinois 61434 Ottawa, Illinois 61350 

☆ Princeton Area ☆ Sheffield Area 
Citizens First National Bank of Princeton Amcore Bank 

606 South Main Street 113 South Main Street 
Princeton, Illinois 61356 Sheffield, Illinois 61361 

☆ Kewanee Area ☆ Peru-LaSalle Area 
Peoples National Bank of Kewanee Citizens First National Bank of Peru 

207 North Tremont Street 925 Shooting Park Road 
Kewanee, Illinois 61443 Peru, Illinois 61354 

☆ Princeton Area ☆ Wyanet Area 
Amcore Bank Amcore Bank 

815 South Main Street 135 East Main Street 
Princeton, Illinois 61356 Wyanet, Illinois 61379 

Note: All questions relating to your energy usage, or to a billing problem, 
must be directed to the billing department at the main office in Princeton. 

The centers can only accept and process member payments. 

IVEC PAGING SERVICES 
CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-654-1088 

Wide Area Paging Service for People on the Go 
from Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

Types of pagers available: 
Tone only* • Tone & Voice • Digital Display* 

For as little as $12 per month 

IVEC MEMBERS . . 

Scheduled 
meter 

reading 
dates for 

1994 

NOVEMBER 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FBI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 

DECEMBER 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FBI SAT 

1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
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Heat tapes must be used properly 

Electric heat tapes are com¬ 
monly used in winter to keep 
water pipes from freezing. But 
any time of the year is appro¬ 
priate to check your electric 
heat tapes and replace them if 
necessary. The United States 
Consumer Product Safety Com¬ 
mission (CPSC) says consumers 
(including residents of mobile 
homes) should replace uncer¬ 
tified heat tapes that are more 
than three years old with cer¬ 
tified ones that meet recognized 
voluntary standards. 

An electric heat tape re¬ 
sembles an electric cord. It may 
be round or flat. Some varieties 
have an overall covering of light 
metal braid. There is an elec¬ 
trical plug on one end and 
sometimes a pod or box with a 
thermostat switch to control the 
power to the heating conductors 
in the tape. 

Heat tapes are usually in¬ 
stalled in crawl spaces or attics. 
Often, they are used on mobile 
homes to heat water supply 
pipes that come from under¬ 
ground up to a mobile home. 

But, for all their potential uses, 
CPSC warns that heat tapes can 
be dangerous. According to 
CPSC, electric heat tapes are 
involved in about 2,000 fires 
each year, resulting in about 10 
deaths and 100 injuries. CPSC 
urges you to help reduce this 
risk of fire and death by using 
only certified heat tapes on your 
pipes. One way you can tell the 
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difference is that all new cer¬ 
tified heat tapes will hav e three- 
prong plugs; the older uncer¬ 
tified ones have two-prong 
plugs. Currently, there are three 
organization that are certifying 
heat tapes to meet recognized 
national voluntary standards: 
Underwriters Laboratories Inc. 
(UL), the Canadian Standards 
Association (CSA), and Factory 
Mutual Research Corporation 
(FMRC). 

Purchasing heat tapes that 
meet voluntary standards offers 
you and your family a degree of 
protection, but heat tapes also 
must be installed and used 
properly and inspected annually 
to provide the most protection 
against freezing pipes, as well as 
the highest level of safety for you 
and your family. 

CPSC offers these safety tips 
for electric heat tapes: 

• Inspect heat tapes each 
year and replace them if you 
notice signs of deterioration. 
Look for discolored surfaces 
(especially at the plug), charring, 
cuts or breaks in the insulation, 
or bare wires. 

• When installing heat tapes, 
carefully observe installation 
instructions. Different heat 
tapes have different installation 
requirements. 

• Always plug the three- 
prong plug into a three-prong 
outlet to make sure the heat tape 
is grounded. 

• Use a ground fault circuit 

interrupter (GFCI) wherever 
heat tapes are plugged in. 

• Make sure the heat tape 
that you use is intended for use 
on water pipes (other tapes heat 
roof, gutters, or garden soil). 

• Do not wrap heat tape over 
itself unless specifically per¬ 
mitted in the manufacturer’s 
instructions. 

• Do not cover the heat tape 
with insulation unless advised 
by the manufacturer. Use non¬ 
flammable insulation such as 
fiberglass. Do not use foam or 
vinyl insulation. It could catch 
fire if the heat tape fails. 

• Apply heat tape directly on 
the pipe to be protected, never 
on top of the insulation covering 
the pipe. 

• Keep the end cap sealed 
and off the ground to prevent 
water from getting in. Moisture 
can lead to a fire. 

• If heat tape has a thermo¬ 
stat, check instructions to see if 
the thermostat should be placed 
against the pipe and covered 
with insulation or if it should be 
left hanging and uncovered. 

Heat tapes perform a useful 
function, but like any electrical 
product, they need to be treated 
with care and respect. Don’t 
create a fire hazard while trying 
to keep your pipes from freezing. 
Replace uncertified heat tapes 
that are more than three years 
old. Buy heat tapes that meet 
voluntary standards. Install and 
use heat tapes properly. 
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Use the earth to your 
advantage 

Your most efficient c 
source for home heating and 
cooling isn’t oil, gas or 
It’s the Earth. Your most 
efficient heating and 
cooling system is the 
geothermal system. It 
gets its energy from the 
sun’s heat stored within 
the soil around your 
house — a constant 
energy supply. In the 
winter, the system 
warmth from the soil anc 
transfers it to your home 
through a simple coil 
filled pipe buried in your yard. 
This exchange is reversed in the 
summer to cool the house. Take 
advantage of a safe, clean and efficient 
option that’s 3 to 4 times more efficient than 
fossil-fuel. It’s to your advantage to contact your electric 
cooperative today. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 



Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
* * * Available options and programs* * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, some are for your communication requirements, and others 
are for convenience and safety. 

Dual Energy — Low Rate . . . 
SAVE WITH THE AFFORDABLE CHOICE 

What is a Dual Energy heating system 
in the "off-peak" concept? 

It is a system which combines two energy sources — electricity as 
a primary source and an alternate fuel such as gas or oil, as a secondary 
source during interruptible periods. If you have a gas or oil system 
in your home now, you can benefit by adding an electric system as 
the primary source. 
* The off-peak heating rate is 3.75 cents kilowatt-hour. 
•k $75 kw rebate up to $400 for installation. — Primary Electric 
ic $75 kw rebate up to $3,000.00 for installation — All Electric 

(Alternate fuel must be electric) 

All-Electric or Dual Energy Heating Systems, Economical and Affordable!! 

• Off-peak space heating with electricity as primary source at special rate of 3.75 cents kwh — 
$75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• All-electric residential rate — for controlled energy usage 
• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat 

for geothermal and space heating "all-electric" systems during interruptible periods. 
• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak rate schedules) 
• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for FVEC members only — 

$125.00 rebate if controlled when "on-peak" periods occur 
• A $10 per month off-peak credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled 

for the months of June, July, August and September — $40 total benefit — no cost to member 
for installation of monitoring equipment 

• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 
*Up to 400% efficiency — ground source * better than gas furnace * clean energy 
* off-peak rate of 3.75<f kwh with ETS secondary heating ^ economical/affordable 
★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 
• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Economy Pack $8.95 mo. — Basic Service 

$11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. — other program selections available 
• Air conditioning off-peak credit of $10 for summer months of June, July, August and September — 

$40 total benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 
• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month — no maintenance headaches 
• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 
• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 
• Payment centers throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 
• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 
• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage 
• Installation of home lightning protection equipment 
• Paging service — wide area coverage in Illinois 

If you want more information abont the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative. 
Ask for the Member Services Department — toll-free 800-654-1088. 

12b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/December 1994 



Across the 
manager's desk 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M.-4:30 P.M. P.O. Box 70 
Monday through Friday Route 6 & 34 West 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

Changing face of rural America 
Those of us who live and work in rural areas are 

aware of the tremendous changes that have taken 
place in the country over the last 30 to 40 years, 
even over the last 20 years. News stories or 
television reports about rural America catch our 
attention. Things are changing quickly, and these 
changes have profound effects on all of us. 

As a supplier of electricity to people in rural 
areas, Illinois Valley Electric has a great challenge 
in keeping up with what is going on and in 
meeting the changing needs of the members. In 
a recent issue of American Demographics, Sharon 
O’Malley, a free-lance writer, wrote about some of 
the things changing in rural America. Sharon is 
a former employee of the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association and has a solid knowl¬ 
edge of electric cooperatives and rural America. 
We’ve pulled some excerpts from the article so 
you can see how this change is taking place. 

Demographers Kenneth Johnson of Loyola 
University-Chicago and Calvin Beale of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture have found 
the first evidence that there is a resurgence 
of growth in rural areas. The population of 
nonmetropolitan counties — those with 
no major urban hub — swelled by nearly 
880,000people between April 1990and July 
1992, according to the Census Bureau. 

“This is a renewal of the pattern of rapid 
rural growth we saw in the 1970s, “Johnson 
says. In that decade, three factors — a 
generally healthy economy, the completion 
of the interstate highway system, and the 
“back to earth ” movement—lured people in 
record numbers away from cities and into 
small towns. 

Johnson, who collaborated with Beale on a 
1993 study of nonmetro population trends, 
says the prolonged farm crisis of the 1980s 
chased unprecedented numbers of rural 
Americans out of their home towns. While 
metropolitan America saw a 12 percent gain 
in the 1980s, nonmetro counties grew less 
than 4 percent. Smalltown America got “a 
real beating,” he says. But he feels that the 
1980s were “an oddity,”and the early-1990s 
population upturn “is the typical pattern.” 

Between April 1990 and July 1992, more 
than 64 percent of America's 2,304 non¬ 
metro counties gained population. During the 
1980s, the majority of nonmetro counties (54 
percent) lost population. 

Small towns are still growing more slowly 
than cities, but much of their growth results 
from urban flight: 43 percent of the new 
population in rural areas came from out¬ 
siders moving in, rather than from rural 
residents having babies. “People want to get 
out (of big cities] because of the high costs, 
the turmoil, the crime, the pollution, or even 
the changing racial mix,” says Beale. 

Not all small towns are sharing in these 
gains. “There's nothing much going on in 
Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska the Dakotas, 
Iowa, the plains of Montana, or Wyoming,” 
says Beale, who is widely known for iden¬ 
tifying the population turn-around of the 
1970s. “You don't see many rapid-growth 
areas in Ohio, Indiana, or Illinois.” 

Many Americans believe the quality of life 
is better in rural areas even if they suffer 
from poor economic conditions. Fully 83 per¬ 
cent of “poverty” counties in rural areas 
experienced growth in the two-year period 
after the 1990 census. 

As ex-urbanites move to the country, some 
familiar stores, restaurants, and hotel chains 
follow. Hampton Inns, for example, is adding 
104 motels to its 370-site chain. “A big 
majority” of them will be in towns with fewer 
than 75,000 residents, says Elise Mitchell, 
director of development for Promus Hotels, 
Hampton Inn's parent company. 

In small towns, Hampton Inns builds small 
motels — typically 60 or so rooms, compared 
with the 90 to 135 rooms in its urban hotels. 
“We've had tremendous good fortune going 
into smaller markets,” says Mitchell. 

In the early 1990s, McDonald's designed 
three small cafe-style restaurants to suit 
rural customers in places like Machias, 
Maine, population 2,522. “A lot of people are 
moving back to small communities, and we 
want to be able to accommodate them,” says 
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McDonald's spokeswoman Malesia Webb- 
Dunn. "We try to blend in with the com¬ 
munity. " The Macbias restaurant bad just 53 
seats, but it offers locals a broader-tban- 
standard menu, including roast chicken, hot 
dogs, and beans. 

Whether growth will continue throughout 
rural America is anyone's guess. Johnson 
and Beale expect data released this year 
will confirm the continuation of this trend. 
But they aren't making any grand predictions. 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to order 
by president Earl Bates at 1:45 p.m. on Tuesday, 
September 27, 1994, with all directors present. Manager 
T.L. Christensen and attorney Gary Barnhart were also 
present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and re¬ 
lated cooperative activities attended during the past 
month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board con¬ 
cerning the activities in their respective departments 

Beale anticipates rural population trends 
to fall "somewhere in between" the rural 
"renaissance" of the 1970s and the deep 
farm depression of the 1980s. Johnson looks 
for small-town population to move "up and 
down as the economy changes." At this point, 
says Beale, predicting another rural renais¬ 
sance is "a little too glorious." But the bad 
old days seem to be over for rural America. 
If you're looking for growth in the 1900s, it 
might be time to get out of town. 

during the previous month were reviewed and 
discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or moved on: 
1. The union labor agreement was approved for 

one year, along with all non-union employee 
adjustments. 

2. A motion was made and approved to purchase 
stock in Federated Rural Electric Insurance 
Company. 

3. A motion was made and approved to change the 
December board meeting date from December 27 
to December 20. 

4. A motion was made and approved to participate 
in the IEC education training program through 
AIEC and NRECA. 

The next board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
October 25, 1994, at 10 a.m. The November board 
meeting is November 22, 1994. The December meeting 
is scheduled for Tuesday, the 20th. Nancy Ohme 

IVEC payment centers to serve your area 
Illinois Valley Electric has established six locations to pay electric bills in addition to its office 

facilities in Princeton. This added convenience is another service to benefit IVEC members. 

These banks and their branch facilities will accept payments during their regular business hours. 

☆ Galva Area ☆ Ottawa Area 
First Illini Bank First National Bank of Ottawa 

112 N. Exchange Street 701 LaSalle Street 

Galva, Illinois 61434 Ottawa, Illinois 61350 

☆ Princeton Area ☆ Sheffield Area 
Citizens First National Bank of Princeton Amcore Bank 

606 South Main Street 113 South Main Street 

Princeton, Illinois 61356 Sheffield, Illinois 61361 

☆ Kewanee Area ☆ Peru-LaSalle Area 
Peoples National Bank of Kewanee Citizens First National Bank of Peru 

207 North Tremont Street 925 Shooting Park Road 

Kewanee, Illinois 61443 Peru, Illinois 61354 

☆ Princeton Area ☆ Wyanet Area 
Amcore Bank Amcore Bank 

815 South Main Street 135 East Main Street 

Princeton, Illinois 61356 Wyanet, Illinois 61379 

Note: All questions relating to your energy usage, or to a billing problem. 

must be directed to the billing department at the main office in Princeton. 

The centers can only accept and process member payments. 
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Priorities 
in restoring 

service 

House 

Occasionally, we are asked 
how we would choose which 
house gets electric service 
restored during a major wind 
or ice storm. The chart to the 
right depicts a simplified version 
of how we would go about 
restoring service to each house. 
Specifically, we would start at 
the source of the power, namely 
the substation. Then, similar to 
spokes on a wheel, we would 
work out on the main distribu¬ 
tion line, repairing and restoring 
service to the main feeder lines. It would do no 
good to repair a small wire attached to your house 
if the main line was dead, plus the time spent at 
this house would mean that many other people are 
off even longer. 

In our diagram, the men would first work to 
restore the main distribution line. Since there is 
nothing wrong with the lines leading th House 2 
and House 3, the repair to the main line would 
automatically bring them on. Next we would clear 
up any problems with the tap lines leading off the 
main line. In our example, the tap line would 

Service Restoration Priorities 

Substation 

House 

restore service to House 4. Only after all the high- 
voltage lines are repaired would we repair prob¬ 
lems at individual homes. In our example, in¬ 
dividual house 1 and 5 would then be restored. 

Occasionally, we have people call and say our 
men drove by but did not stop to repair a problem 
at their particular house. We hope this explana¬ 
tion will help you understand our priorities. 
Although at times it may not seem like it, there 
is a predetermined plan to restore service to the 
largest number of people in the quickest time 
possible. 

The shocking facts 
Learning how electricity travels and how to stay 

out of its path is your first step to avoid being 
shocked. 

Electricity always seeks the easiest path to 
the ground. It tries to find a conductor, such 
as metal, wet wood, water —or your body! Your 
body is 70 percent water. So if you touch an 

The Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
office will be closed on Friday, December 23, 
and Monday, December 26, in observance of 
the Christmas holiday. The office will be 
closed on Monday, January 2, in observance 
of New Year’s Day. Please call toll free 
800-654-1088 to report emergencies. This 
service is available 24 hours per day. 

Have a very merry Christmas and happy 
new year!!! 

energized bare wire or faulty equipment while you 
are grounded, electricity will instantly pass 
through you to the ground, causing a harmful — 
or fatal — shock. 

It doesn’t take much. The amount of electricity 
used by one 7.5-watt Christmas tree bulb can kill 
you if it passes through your chest. Even if it isn’t 
fatal, electrical shock can easily cause serious 
falls, burns or internal bleeding. 

IVEC MEMBERS . . 
Scheduled meter reading 
dates for December 1994 

DECEMBER 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 h
o

 
o
o

 

29 30 31 
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Sterling 

Rock Falls 

Whiteside County 

Deer 
Grove • 

Molini 

Sherrard 

Dixon 
Rochelle 

Lee County 

Amboy 

•Yorktown 

Mercer 
County 

Warren 
County 

«. Geneseo. J-so 
Annawan 

Henry County * 

> Manlius 
Bureau County 

Princeton 

•Ohio 
‘Kasbeer 

Kewanee 
Cambridge [X] 

Tower 

Wyanet* ^ Princeton 
• Tower 

Sheffield 

1-80 

Knox County 

Gajesburg Victoria 

Knoxville 

DeKalb 

DeKalb County 

Sandwich 

Deer Park 

[X] 
Tower 

Mendota Earlville 

LaSalle County 

Pe™ LaSalJe^Ottawa 

lllinoii 

• Streator 

Kane County 

Yorkville 

Kendall County 

DuPage 

County 

Kankakee 
County 

Cornell 

Livingston County 

• Pontiac 

McLean County 

Fulton County 

Telecommunications o^tfr wide area — low monthly rates 

Enhance Your Communications!!! 
Portable or mobile radio service 

from 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
Agent for 

Central States 
Communications 

Providing 

MOTOROLA 
COMMUNICATION PRODUCTS 

Financing available — 15% down • 24 months • 9% APR 

* Two-Way 
radio service 

* Offering 
area-wide coverage 

* Reach your people 
in the field or on the road 

for as little as $7 per month 
Call Toll Free 800-654-1088 - 

ask for Member Services Department 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
Is this your account number? If your name appears in this center section, mixed 

0000821004 in with 
coPy’ y°u wil1

 receive a nice prize. 

Call toll-free - 800-654-1088 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

REWARD OFFERED 
To all members of ILLINOIS VALLEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
that allow a load management switch to be installed on their 

WATER HEATER 
CENTRAL AIR CONDITIONER 
$80 Credit over the summer months 

of June, July, August and September 
Ask about a 

FREE 160 or 80 GALLON WATER HEATER 
Call 1-800-654-1088 about the 

SWITCH MAKES $CENTS$ PROGRAM 

Switch Makes $CENTS$ 

A foam-insulated, energy- 
conservative water heater 

Please contact me. 

I k I am interested in the electric water Switch Makes $CENTS$ 
Program. 

~k I am interested in the air conditioner Switch Makes $CENTS$ 
Program. 

□ I am interested in a Free 60- or 80-gallon water heater. 

NAME   

ADDRESS  

CITY  ZIP  

DAYTIME PHONE NUMBER  DATE  

Return this coupon to: 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
P.O. Box 70 
Princeton, IL 61356 
ATTENTION: Member Services Department 
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Kitchen and cooking 
energy savers 

• Use cold water rather than 
hot to operate your food 
disposer. This saves the energy 
needed to heat the water, is 
recommended for the appliances, 
and aids in getting rid of grease. 
Grease solidifies in cold water 
and can be ground up and 
washed away. 

• Install an aerator in your 
kitchen sink faucet. By reducing 
the amount of water in the flow, 
you use less hot water and save 
the energy that would have 
been required to heat it. The 
lower flow pressure is hardly 
noticeable. 

• Keep range-top burners and 
reflectors clean. They will reflect 
the heat better and you will save 
energy. 

• Water will come to a boil 
faster and use less energy in a 
kettle or covered pan. 

• Match the size of the pan 
to the heating element. More 
heat will get to the pan; less 
will be lost to surrounding 
air. 

• If you cook with electricity, 
get in the habit of turning off 
the burners several minutes 
before the allotted cooking time. 
The heating element will stay 
hot long enough to finish the 
cooking for you without using 
more electricity. The same prin¬ 
ciple applies to oven cooking. 

• When using the oven, make 
the most of the heat from that 
single source. Cook as many 
foods as you can at one time. 
Prepare dishes that can be 
stored or frozen for later use or 
make all oven-cooked meals. 

• Watch the clock or use 
a timer; don't continually open 
the oven door to check food. 
Every time you open the door, 
heat escapes and your cooking 
takes more energy. 

• Use small electric pans 
or ovens for small meals rather 
than the kitchen range or oven. 
They use less energy. 

Energy 
savers 

In the 
kitchen, laundry 

and bath 

When buying appliances 
such as refrigerators, 
freezers, dishwashers, 
washing machines and 
dryers, compare the 

Energy Guide labels of 
competing models of 
the same capacity to 

determine their annual 
energy cost ranges. Over 
time, the energy-thrifty 
machines will be more 
economical purchases. 

• Use pressure cookers and 
microwave ovens if you have 
them. They can save energy 
by reducing cooking time. 

• If you purchase a gas oven 
or range, look for one with an 
automatic (electronic) ignition 
system instead of pilot lights. 
You'll save an average of up to 
a third of your gas use — 41 per¬ 
cent in the oven and 53 percent 
on the top burners. 

• If you have a gas stove, 
make sure the pilot light is 
burning efficiently — with a 
blue flame. A yellowish flame 
indicates an adjustment is 
needed. 

• When cooking with a gas 
range-top burner, use moderate 
flame settings to conserve gas. 

• When you have a choice, 
use the range-top rather than 
the oven. 

Dishwashing 
energy savers 

When buying a dishwasher, 
look for an energy-efficient 
model with air power and/or 
overnight dry settings. These 
features automatically turn off 
the dishwasher after the rinse 
cycle. This can safe you up to 10 
percent of your dishwashing 
energy costs. The typical dish¬ 
washer uses 14 gallons of hot 
water per load. Use it energy 
efficiently. 

• If you need to rinse dishes 
before putting them in the 
dishwasher, use cold water. 

• Be sure your dishwasher is 
full, but not overloaded, when 
you turn it on. 

• Let your dishes air dry. 
If you don’t have an automatic 
air-dry switch, turn off the con¬ 
trol knob after the final rinse. 
Prop the door open a little and 
the dishes will dry faster. 

• Don’t use the “rinse hold” 
on your machine for just a few 
soiled dishes. It uses three to 
seven gallons of hot water each 
time you use it. 

—U. S. Dept, of Energy 


