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From the 
Manager's Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

FLOOD DAMAGE 
We have completed a review and inventory of 

the flood damage to our electrical system and the 
total cost will probably exceed $100,000. That 
is considerably more than I had originally an¬ 
ticipated, but until we could actually get out into 
the flooded areas and take a good look, it was hard 
to guess just how much work would be involved 
in getting the system back to its original condition. 
The most damage occurred on Kaskaskia Island 
and we had a contractor all set to move onto the 
Island to repair the damage, but the heavy rains 
that occurred on November 12 and 13 have set us 
back somewhat. We rescheduled to try to start 
work the week of December 6, if we did not get any 
more heavy rains. The contractor has a boom and 
digger mounted on a log skidder, so he can go 
through areas that we can not handle with our 
equipment, but even he can not set poles in 
standing water. We are going to make our best 
effort to get service restored and hopefully we will 
at least be able to get power to everyone that needs 
it now. 

ICE STORM 
We had freezing rain on the northern half of the 

system on November 26, and had some members 
out of power for the better part of the day. I was 
headed home to North Dakota at the time, so I did 
not get a first-hand look at the problems the ice 
caused, but I understand that most of the prob¬ 
lems were due to trees becoming ice loaded and 
either bending or breaking over our lines. Ice is 
always a major concern for us and since this wet 
pattern seems to want to persist this winter, now 
might be a good time to again discuss our ap¬ 
proach to major outages and some things you can 
do to help us and yourselves in the event of a pro¬ 
longed winter outage. 

Our system is set up with 17 distribution sub¬ 
stations that are fed from the Lake of Egypt power 
plant over 69,000-volt transmission lines. The 
power is then transformed down to 7,200 volts 
at the substations and distributed out to each 
member’s home by way of the distribution lines 
that you see running up and down the roads. Most 
of our substations are set up with three or four 
three-phase main feeder circuits that leave the 
stations and most of you are served by single¬ 
phase taps off these main feeders. If we have a 
major ice or wind storm outage, our first priority 
is to get bulk power delivery restored to our 
substations so that we can then tell what circuits 
out of the stations are out of service. Once we have 
the stations back on and know what circuits are 
out, we then go to work on the main feeders to get 
them back on because that will get the most 
people back on in the shortest time. After the main 
feeders are in service, we then work on the single¬ 
phase taps and we try to spend our available time 
first on those lines that will restore service to the 
most people. That may not always seem fair to the 
individual who is living at the end of a long single¬ 
phase tap, but I think that most people would 
agree that if you can spend an hour and restore 
service to 100 people as opposed to only one 
person, you are using your time wisely to restore 
service to the 100. 

There are several things that you can do that 
will make our job easier and may help us to 
restore service quicker, especially in very cold 
weather. First, if the outages are widespread, 
you can probably be fairly sure that we know 
you are out of power and you do not need to 
call unless you can give us information as to 
where we have damage. During widespread 
outages many calls are coming in and the phone 
circuits become overloaded, so if you get a re¬ 
cording that says the number is no longer in 
service, please be assured that the number is 
in service and working and it is a matter of the 
circuit becoming overloaded. Members have 
reported to us that they got the out-of-service 
recording and we have checked it out and have 
been assured that it is simply a matter of too 
many calls coming in at one time. So, if you get 
that recording, assume that we are on the job and 
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will get your service restored as soon as we can. 
If an outage occurs during very cold weather 

and the outage is of some duration; w'e sometimes 
have problems with what we term “cold load 
pickup.” What that means is that after the power 
has been off for some time, everything in your 
house wants to start up when service is restored. 
Every refrigerator, water heater, freezer and 
heating system wants to come on at the same time 
and puts a tremendous instantaneous load on the 
system. All electrical systems are designed on the 
basis that not everything will be on at the same 
time and when such a situation occurs, we have 
tripping of breakers when we try to pick up cold 
load after an extended outage. In such an event, 
we then have to sectionalize or break up the 
system into smaller pieces and pick up one small 
section of the system at a time. After 10 or 15 
minutes we can pick up another section and con¬ 
tinue this process until total service is restored. 
This can be time consuming and means that you 
may be out of service longer than really necessary. 
It would really help in such situations if individual 
members would trip off all the breakers in their 
main panel and then gradually bring them back 
on line after the power has been on for 10 or 15 
minutes. I would suggest identifying one circuit 
that has only lighting on it and leave that breaker 
on so that you will know when the power does 
come back on. It will take a little effort on your 
part, but when it is zero outside and we have a 
fairly long outage, it can mean a big difference in 
the time it takes to get service restored. If you keep 
a 4,500-watt water heater from coming on at the 
same time as your electric heating system, it 
makes a big difference to our system and may 
mean the difference between a breaker holding or 
not holding. 

What about food in the freezer if the outage lasts 
for several days? In most cases it will be fine for 
two or three days if you can resist the temptation 
to keep opening the door to see how it is doing. 
If your freezer is fairly full, you have a fairly large 
frozen mass that is not going to thaw very quickly 
if it is not exposed to the outside air, so keep the 
door shut. This summer we were home in North 
Dakota and my niece and her husband sent back 
with us a couple packages of moose hamburger 
for us to try and I simply wrapped it in a couple 
of newspapers and put it in my carryon bag. 
We left up there at 4 a.m. and arrived back in 
Steeleville around 4 p.m. and when I unwrapped 
the packages I found that they had not begun to 
thaw. I relate this to you to make the point that 
with some insulation and no exposure to outside 
air, frozen meat will stay that way a lot longer than 
you may think. 

During the outage on November 26, we found 
that many of you are using your account number 
to report outages. Our staff people and the an¬ 

swering service estimate that at least 75 percent 
of those that called knew their account number 
and that it was tremendously helpful and time 
saving. We greatly appreciate your cooperation 
and it will enable us to serve you better. 

LOW VOLTAGE 
While I am on the subject of outages, I want to 

address another situation that arises infrequently 
but is a concern to members when it does happen. 
All of our substations have three-phase trans¬ 
formers in them and each transformer is protected 
by a high-side fuse on each phase of the 69,000- 
volt transmission line. On occasion we may have 
a lightning strike, an equipment failure or a bird 
carrying something into the station that will cause 
a short circuit inside the station and one or two 
of the fuses will blow. Since one or two phases may 
still be energized, the transformer is partially 
energized and members experience very low 
voltage on parts of the system. Low voltage is hard 
on motors and some other equipment and while 
most equipment has some kind of thermal over¬ 
load protection, it is a good practice to turn off the 
power to such equipment during times of very low 
voltage. Again, I would suggest identifying one cir¬ 
cuit in your main panel that is a lighting circuit 
and then tripping off all of the other circuits during 
a period of very low voltage. Leaving one lighting 
circuit on will let you know when power has been 
fully restored and you can then restore service to 
the rest of your home. 

Everyone should know where their main panel 
is in their home and how you turn circuits on and 
off. You never know when you might have to turn 
off the power quickly and an emergency situation 
is not the time to be looking for the main panel 
or trying to figure out what to do. All modern 
panels have breakers as opposed to fuses and 
killing a circuit is simply a matter of flipping a 
switch in the panel. Tripping the main circuit 
breaker kills the entire service and is the quickest 
way to kill a circuit if you do not have circuits 
identified or don’t have the time to look down the 
list of 20 or more breakers to find the right one. 
Take the time to become familiar with main elec¬ 
trical panel that serves your home because it is an 
important part of your electrical service. 

CAPITAL CREDITS 
I thought you might be interested in knowing 

that we had about an 80 percent response on the 
first list of names we published and approximately 
a 50 percent response on the next two lists. We 
have issued 195 checks to date, 150 checks are 
ready to be written and we are processing ap¬ 
proximately 85 estates. I think that is a pretty 
good response, considering how old some of these 
accounts are and it would not be possible without 
your help. Thanks again. 

12b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/January 1994 



Do you know these people? 
A general retirement of capital credits was printing lists for the next several months in hopes 

issued for the years 1953 to 1967. The following of reaching these people. 
people had service with Egyptian Electric during If you have information pertaining to these 
those years and have since left our service lines, people or their heirs, contact or have them con- 
We have no current address for them. We will be tact Diane at 618-965-3434. 
Abell, Floyd 
Addison, Henry C. 
Adkin, Donald 
Ahner, Herbert E. 
Anderson, Auris 
Andrews, Edw. C. & Fay 
Allen, Earnest L. 
Alley, Dallas 
Armstrong, Harold 
Baker, Brooks 
Baker, Homer 
Barr, Frank 
Barringer, George 
Basden, Charles 
Baseden, William 
Baseden, Willis 
Baudendistel, Emmet 
Beatty, Dora 
Beck, Henry 
Becker, Herbert 
Bell, Harry, Sr. 
Benedict, Russell 
Bevenue, Henry 
Bickel, Fred M. 
Bigham, Elihu 
Bilderback, Russell 
Bingel, Merle & Delores 
Bitner, Filmore 
Blaas, Otto W. 
Black, Floyd 
Blair, Raymond C. 
Blessing, Melvin 
Blue Wing Rod & Gun Club 
Bower, Shirley 
Bradley, Eugene C. 
Brandt, Louis 
Brant, James R. 
Braun, Harold 
Bridwell, James R. 
Brostmeyer, Wm. 
Brown, Bud & Veronica 
Brown, George 
Brown, Glenn 
Brown, Paul 
Brown, Ves 
Burkey, Rolla 
Bushong, Lizzie T. 
Campbell, Delbert 
Cassoutt, Clarence 
Cassoutt, Joseph 
Cauter, Vernard 
Chadwick, Fletcher 
Chamness, Hubert 
Chartran, Lee 
Cheatham, Ezra 
Chitty, Nola 
Clasen, Alex 
Clements, William & Anna 
Clendenin, Harry 
Cochran, Archie 
Cochran, August 
Cochran, Harry 
Cochran, Pies A. 
Coriasco, Mike 
Cotner, Jake 
Coulter, C.E. 
Craig, Loren 
Crow, Millard 
Dave, Ottie & Dollie 
Davis, Clarence 
Davis, Mamie 
D-avis, W. Thomas 
Delassus, Hugo 
Demster, Mabel 
DeRousse, Bernard 
Devardo, Phillip 
Diemund, Walter 

Dixon, Julia 
Doerr, George 
Doetch, George 
Doris, James 
Doza, Bernard 
Doza, Clara 
Doza, Vivian 
Dunlap, Dan 
Easton, Dave 
Filers, Edgar 
Ellis, Adam & Elizabeth 
Engelhardt, Fred 
Enzenhauer, Charles B. 
Erdmann, Edwin 
Ethington, Rufus 
Etherton, Henry 
Fairleigh, Andrew 
Fassel, Fred 
Feltmeyer, Henry 
Foertsch, Paul 
Foertsch, William 
Fox, John & Tillie 
Freeman, Bert 
Freiens, E.F., Mrs. 
Frieman, Orn 
Gaertner, Fred M. 
Galeski, John C. 
Garner, Clarence 
Gendron, Marie M. 
Golf Mobile & Ohio Railroad 
Golliher, Anna 
Golliher, Cenia 
Grabe, James 
Graeff, Harlan 
Graff, Frank 
Grammer, Ardell 
Grammer, Ed 
Grammer, Guy 
Greene, Frances 
Griffin, S.A. & Della 
Grohman, George 
Gross, Steve 
Hagler, Pearl 
Hann, Arthur 
Hannah, Charles 
Harmon, Hiram C. 
Harrough, Jennie 
Hartmann, William J. 
Hartsock, Floron 
Hawk, Bert 
Hemphill, Harold 
Hoeb, Sylvester 
Hepp, John H., Jr. 
Herd, Orval & Emma 
Higgerson, John 
Hill, Robert 
Hines, Loy 
Hodge, Lyle 
Hood, Ida 
Hopkins, Roy 
Howell, Fred 
Howell, J.D. & Edith 
Huggins, Frank 
Hunter, C.J. 
Hunziker, Harold 
Huppert, Bill 
Hurst, Elmer 
Inman, Charles 
Jackson, L.G. 
Johnson, C.R. & Ethel 
Jolley, Ralph D. & Hazel 
Jones, J.A. & Kate 
Jones, Otis 
Jones, Roland 
Kessel, H.A. & Janie 
Keeble, Charles 
King, Thomas J. 

Kissling, Conrad 
Kitchens, James L. & Marie 
Klein, Edward H. 
Klein, Frank A. 
Kolda, William 
Korando, Clara E. 
Korando, Raymond 
Krawczyk, Stanley 
Kruemplemann, Frank 
Kruse, Arthur 
Krzebietke, John 
Langford, James 
Lankford, Allen 
Leinicke, John 
Latta, J. Glenn 
Lillich, John 
Lindenberg, Frieda 
Lindsey, W.A. & Margaret 
Lipe, Lee & Jane 
Lipe, Rudolph 
Lively, Kent 
Little, Louis F. 
Lollar, Bernard 
Loos, Herman 
Loos, John J. 
Luebkemann, Henry E. 
Mahan, Lucy 
Marshall, Lester 
McBride, Fred 
McCauley, Robert 
McDaniel, Robert 
McIntyre, Zane 
McKinney, Robert 
McManus, Charles & Nan 
Miller, Hugh 
Misselhorn, Edwin 
Misselhorn, Wm. & Hulda 
Mizer, Roy 
Mohr, Clarence 
Mohr, George 
Mohr, William, Jr. 
Morber, Charles 
Morefield, Jesse 
Morefield, Thomas 
Morris, Cleare 
Morrison Brothers 
Muskopf, Caroline 
Nance, S.H. & Esther 
Neihaus, A.A. 
Newbold, Ernest 
Oetjen, Martin H. 
Oliver, Coy & Grace 
Painter, Cecile 
Pape, George 
Picou, Roy 
Pierce, William 
Pike, Ralph 
Piquard, Ed, Mrs. 
Pujol Baptist Church 
Pyatt, Eugene 
Quillman Machine Shop 
Rathert, Martin 
Rawson, Cora 
Rees, Elza & Eva 
Reeves, Floyd 
Reichert, H.L. & Mary 
Reiman, Noah 
Reinhardt, Henry 
Rheinecker, Kermit 
Rice, Homer & lola 
Riddle, Jewell 
Robinson, Warren 
Rodewald, Rudolph 
Rohlfing, Arthur 
Roseme, Arthur 
Rosson, E.D. & Ada 
Ruderique, Louis J. 

Reuscher, Henry 
Schmidt, Albert 
Schneider, Thomas 
Shannon, Annie 
Shelton, Carl 
Sherman, August 
Sherman, Lavern 
Shields, Mark 
Shields, Simon 
Shirk, Joe 
Sickler, Everett 
Siemers, Alma 
Sill, Frank R. 
Singleton, Bertha 
Skidmore, Jerome 
Smith, Charles 
Smith, Doris 
Smith, J.W. 
Spengler, Louis 
Spinney, Wm. & Marie 
Spitz, Albert 
Spitz, Frank C. 
Sroka, Andrew 
Stearns, Homer 
Steele, Roy 
Stewart Brothers 
Stolz, Ralph & Nina 
Stork, Ralph 
Stout, Lee 
Stout, W.J. & Metilda 
Studt, Louis 
Stueven, Margaret 
Sullivan, A.J. 
Sullivan, William 
Sullivan, William D. 
Sulser, Raleigh 
Surman, Anthony 
Surman, Mary M. 
Thies, Arnold 
Thompson, Eugene 
Thompson, Henry 
Thompson, S.C. 
Tripp, Ardell & Addie 
Tripp, Everett 
Twin Rivers Club 
Tyner, Delbert 
Tyner, Sam 
Tyner, W.F. 
VanMeter, Edna 
Vaughn, Hal 
Vaughn, James 
Verseman, Arthur 
Voytas, Mary 
Walker, Earl 
Warren, Arthur D. 
Weathers, Allen 
Webb, E.J. & Maude 
Weber, J.A. & Elva 
Weberling, Fred 
Westerman, G.L. & Bertha 
Whitecotton, Charles 
White House Tavern 
White, Ira 
White, J.W. 
Will, George 
Williams, Ira 
Williams, Lauren 
Wilson, Raleigh 
Wilson, Walter 
Wolshock, Ignatius 
Woodward, J.E. 
Woodward, Raymond 
Worthen, T.A. & Phoebe 
Wyatt, Clarence 
Young, Al & Mildred 
Zeiner, E.P. 
Zero, Peter 
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Safety checks 
0* It’s safest to play and fly kites in an open field — not 

near overhead electric lines. 

S' Metallic balloons and model airplanes can cause 
dangerous power outages. Keep them away from 
power lines. 

0 Stay away from substation fences or electrical 
equipment. 

0 Don't break insulators on electrical equipment. 

0 You’re asking for trouble if you climb utility poles — 
stay away! 

0 Electrical outlets are for electric plugs only. 

0 Water and electricity don't mix. Don’t become a 
conductor 

0 Climb trees only where there are no electric wires. 

Statement of nondiscrimination 
“Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association has filed with the 

federal government a compliance assurance in which it assures 
the Rural Electrification Administration that it will comply fully 
with all requirements of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
and the rules and regulations of the Department of Agriculture 
issued thereunder, to the end that no person in the United 
States shall, on the ground of race, color, or national origin, 
be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, 
or be otherwise subjected to discrimination in the conduct of 
its program and the operation of its program and the opera¬ 
tion or its program facilities. Under this assurance, this 
organization is committed not to discriminate against any per¬ 
son on the ground of race, color, or national origin in its policies 
and practices relating to treatment of beneficiaries and par- 
ticipants including rates, conditions, and extension of service, 
use of any of its facilities, attendance at and participation in 

any meetings of beneficiaries and participants of the exercise 
of any rights of such beneficiaries and participants in the con¬ 
duct of the operation of this organization.” 

“Any person who believes himself, or any specific class 
of individuals, to be subjected by this organization to dis¬ 
crimination prohibited by Title VII of the Act and the rules and 
regulations issued thereunder may, by himself or a rep¬ 
resentative, file with the Secretary of Agriculture, Washington. 
D.C. 20250, or the Rural Electrification Administration, 
Washington, D.C. 20250 or the organization, or all a written 
complaint. Such complaint must be filed not later than 180 
days after the alleged discrimination, or by such later date to 
which the Secretary of Agriculture or the Rural Electrification 
Administration extends the time for filing. Identity of com¬ 
plaints will be kept confidential except to the extent necessary 
to carry out the purpose of the rules and regulations.” 

What to 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

Jo if the power 
4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 

-4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 

AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
1-800-606-1505 

goes off 
MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144. 
SOMEONE IS ALWAYS ON DUTY 
TO TAKE EMERGENCY CALLS 
AFTER HOURS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

your map, section and house (or 
local.) number as found on your 
billing statement. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/January 1994 12d 



Egyptian 
Messenger 

Mp<;<;pnnpr nuhli^hpH hv/ thp Fnvntian FIpctric Coo The Egyptian Messenger, published by the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association, 
with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

From the 
Manager's Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

ANSWERING SERVICE 
After the ice-related problems we had on the 

Friday after Thanksgiving, the question was asked 
as to where our answering service is located. The 
question was raised because the member was con¬ 
cerned that perhaps the calls were being taken by 
someone located in another state who may not 
even be aware what conditions might be like in 
the cooperative’s service are. I can understand the 
concern because we have run into that problem 
when we have had to deal with someone who is 
really not too sure as to where Southern Illinois 
is, much less where Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
is located. 

Our answering service is located at Belleville 
and as such is probably closer to some of our 
northern members than the Steeleville office is to 
them. When we decided to look into an answering 
service to handle our outage calls, one of the 
primary requirements was that the service had to 
be close enough to be in radio contact with our 
radio repeater located at the WXAN radio station 
at Ava. Thus, we were limited to someone that was 
located within 40 or 50 miles of the Ava tower. 

The answering service functions exactly as our 
staff would in answering outage calls. They have 
our system maps and membership listing and 
when an outage call comes in, they call out the 
appropriate serviceman to look into the problem. 
They are in radio contact with him and if he needs 
additional help, they will make the necessary 
phone calls to the homes of the other linemen. If 
additional outages occur while the men are in the 
field, they continually keep the linemen informed 
by radio as to where the outages are occurring. 
You can be assured that they know what is going 
on and they are keeping the men in the field 
informed as to where the problems are occurring. 

Once in awhile a situation may arisfe where the 

answering service is not sure as to how it should 
be handled and at that point they contact a staff 
member. We back up the answering service with 
a staff member who is available any hour of the 
day or night. The staff members carry telephone 
pagers and there is always one that is either home 
or within paging distance, so the answering ser¬ 
vice is never left hanging with a situation they 
cannot handle. When we have major problems, 
such as the day after Thanksgiving, we take over 
the outage handling from the answering service 
and handle it with staff members. On that par¬ 
ticular day the system engineer and operations 
superintendent took over the outage calls and the 
dispatching of the crews. 

Our primary problem with handling outage 
calls, and it has always been a problem, is the 
volume of calls when there are a number of 
outages or a main line or substation is out of 
service. New equipment and technology is con¬ 
tinually being developed and we are in the 
preliminary stages of looking into the possibility 
of putting together a system whereby four to eight 
calls could be answered simultaneously. One of 
the calls would get a live person and the others 
would get a recording that would inform the caller 
as to the areas where we are experiencing outages. 
The recording would be updated as more outages 
were reported. If you wanted to report a new 
outage or had information as to where a problem 
might be located, you would simply stay on the 
line and your call would be answered in turn by 
the person on duty. If we can develop such a 
system, I think it would help a great deal because 
most callers would probably drop off the line once 
they knew we were aware of the problem in their 
area and it would enable us to greatly increase the 
volume of calls answered in one form or another. 

The answering service we utilize has several 
hundred clients and the service utilizes a very 
sophisticated computer answering system. Each 
operator has a computer screen and when the 
phone rings, the computer knows that it is a call 
for Egyptian Electric and all the necessary infor¬ 
mation about the cooperative appears on their 
computer screen before they pick up the incoming 
call. I am really impressed with their operation 
and I believe you would be too if you were able to 
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see if in action. It so happens that, the lady who 
owns the service is from our area and has family 
living on our lines in the Jacob and Gorham area 
and is a cousin of one of our linemen. Thus, she 
is no stranger to our cooperative and she under¬ 
stands what we are about. 

One final comment on the answering service. 
They have a lot of other clients and deal with 
many different people. On a number of occasions 
they have commented to me or the staff members 
as to how nice our members are and how coop¬ 
erative and good they are to work with. We, of 
course, already knew that. 

KASKASKIA ISLAND 
As I write this on December 20, the contractor 

has been on the Island about a week and all of the 
main lines will be back in service this week. It will 
then be a matter of working on the smaller taps 
to the main lines and doing other cleanup work. 
The contractor estimates that it will take another 
couple of weeks to get everything done. It does not 
appear at this point that we are going to have a 
great deal of electrical load to serve once the 
system is fully restored. We have had requests 
from 17 individuals for service, but a number of 
those services will probably just be a meter loop 
with an electrical box to accommodate some type 
of camper trailer or perhaps a storage building or 
machine shed. We had 72 meters on the Island 
before the flood, but I would guess that we will 
have far less for the foreseeable future. 

HEAT PUMPS 
On several occasions in the past I have talked 

about the operation of heat pumps and recom¬ 
mended that you keep an eye on your thermostat 
to make sure that the compressor is operating and 
the backup strip heaters are not operating more 
than they should. In the past, all thermostats had 
an indicating light that told you when the strip 
heaters were working. If the light was on more 
than just the very cold days or during a defrost 
cycle, it was an indication that perhaps the system 
was not working right. 

I am now told that the manufacturers have 
apparently dropped the indicating light the last 
couple of years. Apparently they were getting 
what they considered too many false alarms from 
customers who saw the light on and thought their 
system was not working properly. Their solution 
was to remove the indicating light, but I per¬ 
sonally believe that is the wrong approach. So, if 
you have a heat pump that is less than two or so 
years old and you do not have an indicating light 
for strip heater operation when the system is in 
normal operating mode, you need to make sure 
from time to time that the unit’s compressor is in 
fact operating. If your compressor is not working 
and you do not notice it for awhile, I can almost 
guarantee that you will notice it when the electric 
bill is due. 

The indicating light I have referred to indicates 
strip heater operation when the unit is supposed 
to be in its normal operating mode when the com¬ 
pressor should be supplying most of the heat for 
the house. It should not be confused with the 
indicating light that comes on when you switch 
to emergency heat and replace the compressor 
with the strip heaters. 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed on Friday, 

February 11, for Lincoln’s Birthday and 
Monday, February 21, for Washington’s 
Birthday. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the “on” 
position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with your 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Monday through Friday) call the office 
number nearest you: Steeleville 965-3434 

or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
After office hours: Steeleville area — 

.Call 1-800-606-1505 
Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take 

emergency calls after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

your map, section and house (or locat.) 
number as found on your billing 
statement. 
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Farm electrical 
Service pole and service entrance 
YES NO 
 Do farm family members and all 

hired farmhands know where and 
how to disconnect power in the 
case of an electrical emergency? 

 Are disconnects, especially main 
breakers, regularly turned off and 
turned back on to ensure free 
action and good contact? (Manu¬ 
facturers of circuit breakers claim 
that they should be opened and 
reclosed once per month.) 

    In case of fire, can the electricity 
be shut off to that particular 
building on fire without shutting 
off electricity to the water pump? 

Animal housing 
YES NO 
 Do animals enter a building or 

drink at the stock tanks without 
hesitation? 

    Is the water piping (metallic) and 
service entrances of buildings 
properly grounded? (NOTE: 
Check for corrosion of grounding 
system by animal waste.) 

 Is the farmer using an industry- 
made electric fencer which bears 
the UL label? 

 Are heat lamps in farrowing 
houses hanging by the cord only? 
In case of drop, are there guards 
on the fixture? 

    Are the lights enclosed in globes 
and guards (where required)? 

    Is the wiring suitable for wet con¬ 
ditions (because of the humidity 
created by the animals’ 
respiration)? 

    Does all wiring appear to be in 
good condition and free from 
damage by rodents? 

Grain-handling equipment 
YES NO 
 Are overhead lines out of the 

way of augers and winged-type 
farm equipment? 

 Do all motors have correctly- 
sized overcurrent protection? 

 If magnetic starters are used, are 
heater coils of the proper size? 

safety checklist 
Machine shed 

YES NO 
 Is the grounding bayonet on drop 

cords, power tools, etc., intact? 
 Is the service entrance properly 

grounded? 
 Are all receptacles in use properly 

grounded? 
    Are drop cords of adequate size for 

the appliance or machine it is 
serving? 

 Are drop cords put away after use 
so machinery can’t run over them? 

 Are power tools such as circular 
saws, table saws, drills, jig saws, 
etc., left unplugged when not in 
use so that a child couldn’t ac¬ 
cidentally turn them on? 

 Is it adequately lighted? 
    Are drop cords in good condition 

with no sign of insulation damage? 

General 
YES NO 
 Do children know whom to call in 

case of an electrical emergency? 
 Do family members know first aid 

for electrical shock and/or bums? 
 Are GFI’s installed where 

required? 
 Do appliances function satisfac¬ 

torily without giving a tingle to 
user when turned on? 

 If lightning protection is installed, 
are all wires leading to ground? 

 Are all electrical fittings on the gas 
pump of explosion-proof type? 

 Before trees are planted, has 
proper siting been provided to 
avoid nearby overhead and under¬ 
ground power lines? 

    Are trees free and clear of over¬ 
head electrical lines? 

    Before new buildings are con- 
structed, have the buildings been 
cleared of nearby overhead and 
underground power lines? 

 Can tractors equipped with end 
loaders be raised to the most 
upper position and clear all over¬ 
head electrical lines? 

Items checked NO indicate a potential elec¬ 
trical safety hazard. Proper action should be taken 
immediately to ensure safety. 
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Do you know 
A general retirement of capital credits was 

issued for the years 1953 to 1967. The following 
people had service with Egyptian Electric during 
those years and have since left our service lines. 
We have no current address for them. We will be 

these people? 
printing lists for the next several months in hopes 
of reaching these people. 

If you have information pertaining to these 
people or their heirs, contact or have them con¬ 
tact Diane at 618-965-3434. 

Adams, Will 0. Dickerson, S.V. & Carol Hamilton, Ralph J. Mayabb, Clifford Schroeder, Charles 
Adkins, Jeff Diercks, Adolph Hancock, Delbert McBride, Ardell Schuetz, August 
Airmite Midwest Inc. Ditzler, Marie Harris, Edgar McGee, Clethra Schwarz, Henry 
Albright, Aubrey Dixon, R.W. & Pearl Hartnagel, Catherine & Wesley McGee, Helen Scott, Naomi G. 
Albright, 0. Razel Doetch, Paul Heller, Mabel McConkey McGee, Mintie Seibel, Arthur G. 
Allen, John Doza, Harry Henderson, R.O. & Nora McGee, Paul & Gene Shank, Marjorie 
Alstat, Joe Draves, Fred Herzog, Thomas H. McKinney,Roscoe Shelton, Frealie 
Alvis, James F. Draves, John Hesse, Edw. L. McMurray, Louie Shepard, Mitchel 
Anderson, Lillian Duclos, Alonzo Heuman, Walter M&E Coal Co. Shirk, Austin 
Atnip, Melvin Duncan, John Heuman, Wilbur M&E Machine Shirley, Denzil 
Atnip, Ray & Wanda Duncan, Lola Hicks, Lavern Mezo, Ben Shirley, Harrison 
Bailey, Mary P. Durham, Sam Hill, Benj H. Meyerhoff, Adolph Siegfried, Emil 
Baird, Walter E. Ebersohl, Alfred Hill, G.B. & Mary Miller, Elmer Siegfried, Norbert 
Bankston, Earl Elders, Lewis Hindman, Elmer Moore, Audie F. Sizemore, William 
Bantel, George M. Elmore, C.W. & Clara Hines, Jack Moore, Charlie & Lorraine Smith, Dausa 
Barber, Chester Elmore, Leonard Hirsch, William Moutria, Emma Smith, W.B. 
Barger, Van Elmore, Wiley Hubbard, John Murphysboro Rendering Co. Stanton, George 
Batteau, Elmer Emert, Walter Hubbs, Fred Myers, Monroe J. Stearns, Grover 
Beavers, Noah Emmons, H. Floyd Hurst, Allie Neber, Allie Stearns, Homer 
Bennett, F. Marion Emmons, Richard Jack, Clyde Nelson, Oscar Stearns, Jasper 
Bennett, Herbert Enyart, James Johnson, Austin Nicholls, McKinley Sewart, Clarence 
Benz, Daniel Erlinger Tavern Johnson, Edgar Nixon, Vivian Stewart, James 
Bingel, William Etherton, Donald Joiner, Charles Nobel, Harry Stickless, George 
Bolen, Charles Etherton, Richard Jones, Carl Nolte, Charles Stocks, Blaine 
Boles, Traas Etherton, Will R. Jones, Elza Norman, Lee Sullivan, Lawrence 
Bowlby, E.C. & Belle Evans, Joe Jones, M.C. & Bertha North, Raymond Stout, Charles 
Bower, Frank Fastenau, Adolph Jones, Walter Oberbeck, William Stroud, H.D. & Dorothy 
Bradley, Pearl Fenton, Wm. Judy, R.E. & Beulah ODaniel, Ronald Sutton, S.R. & Beatrice 
Brand, Emery Finney, James Jung, Carl Opperman, Lydia Thompson, Earl 
Brewer, Clarence Fisher, George Junger, Charles Paprotta, Henry Tilmann, Walter 
Brouillette, 0. Fisher, Kenneth Junk, Peter Parmley, Tom Tregoning Coal Co. 
Brown, Bernard Franklin, Herbert Kattenbraker, G.H. Patton, John Tripp, Elmer 
Brown, Harley Frazer, Ira Keeley, Louis Penrod, James W. Tripp, William 
Bruns, Joe K. Frey, Marshall Kelley, Ernest Penrod, Ron Tudor, Ray & Wanda 
Burkhardt, Albert Fricke, Fred Kelley, Harold Perry, Janet Tuthill, Dwight 
Busche, Ed & Lydia Futrell, Oral Kelley, Raleigh Phoenix, Ferd VanCloostere, Emil 
Cagle, Alvin Gaertner, Lauren Kenner, John & Liz Picou, Claude Valleroy, Perry 
Candler, J.R. Galeski, William J. Knapp, A.J. Pinkston, Conway VanVooren, Thomas 
Cauble, Robert Gearhart, Frank Knapp, Elwin C. Plum Creek Comm. Coon Vogelman, Nick 
Champion, Joe Gee, Orlan & Grace Kimmel, Leonard Pomona School Wagner, Walter 
Childers, Sam Gengenbach, Herman Kimmel, Logan Priddy, Leroy Waldron, Inez 
Chitty, G.W. & Emma George, Homer Kimmel, Stella Pulcher, Clarence Walker, Harvey 
Chitty, Loyd Gilbert, Roy C. Knop, Alfred Pulcher, Harry 0. Walker, Loren 
Clark, Frank D. Gillison, James Knust, Joe Pritchett, W.C. & Libby Walker, Wm. & Rose 
Clark, Thomas Gisi, Raymond Korando, James Qualls, Gertrude Waller, Glenn 
Claunch, Ralph Godwin, Melvin Korando, Rosa Ragland, Clarence Ward, George 
Cole, Robert Goforth, Harley Kueker, Louis H. Raines, Norman Weakley, Jacob 
Collier, Mae Goforth, W.A. Kuhnert, Robert Rawe, Joseph Weathers, Jesse 
Cox, Amos & Mattie Goins, James Kukarlo, George Reed, Rachel Welge, Harry 
Crowell, Charles Gordon, Kenneth Lankford, Lloyd Rees, Edgar Weston, Raymond 
Crawford, Creed Gordon, Oscar Lehman, Paul Reiman, Arden Wilburn, Elizabeth 
Crain, Mike Grab, Ira Lehmberg, Ray Reiman, L.C. Wilfong, Delbert 
Crowell, Earl Grammer, Gerald Lindner, Kenneth Reisinger, Willa Williams, Morton 
Crowell, Willie Gray, Wm. & Afton Lindsay, Jess Renkawek, Edward Williamson, Luther 
Culik, Otilie Greer, Avery Link, John G. Robinson, Homer Wilson, Mae 
Curry, J.A. & Anna Grimes, J.P. & Sarah Linze, George Rodman, John A. Winchester, Wayne 
Curry, Robert Gurley, R.A. & Margaret Lockard, Jesse Ross, Thomas Wolff, Albert H., Dr. 
Dagner, Wm. Hagler, Ardell Lohrding, Fritz Roth, Charles A. Wray, Floyd 
Davis, Edward Hagler, Elmer Luther, Edward J. Rowden, Clifford Wright, Irvin 
Davis, Freidia G. Hagler, Ira Manor, Albert Rush, Joe, Jr. Wright, Kenneth 
Davis, Wm. & Esther Hahn, Jessey Martin, Homer Russell, Sara Wright, Ralph, Jr. 
Deming, Ora Hale, Narrie Martrell, Ida Rushing, C.D. & Clarisa Yallaly, Amos 
Denniger, Clare Halleran, Maurice Masterson, Edward Schafer, Ruth E. 

If you contact Diane about a deceased member 
and they received electric service from our 
Cooperative after 1970, additional capital credits 
may be available for refund through the Capital 
Credit Estate Refunds. The date of death is needed 

to process these refunds. Providing this infor¬ 
mation when you call will expedite processing the 
refund. Thank you for your continued cooperation 
in finding these members. 
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Egyptian 
Messenger. 
mn Mp^^pnapr nuhhshpH hv thp Fnvntian FIpr.trir Cnn The Egyptian Messenger, published by the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association, 

with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

From the 
Manager's Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

COLD WEATHER 
As I wrote this, the weather has moderated and 

we are past the very cold weather of the week of 
January 17. We keep track of the daily highs and 
lows for the purpose of computing degree heating 
and cooling days and our historical records 
indicate that the coldest weather of the year 
usually occurs around the twentieth of January. 
That being the case, we should be by the worst 
of the cold weather if this year is anywhere near 
typical. 

Whenever we have very cold weather, we 
usually have some line outages due to conductor 
failure or a loose connector burning a line down. 
Cold weather line failures are usually due to con¬ 
ductor damage caused by lightning strikes that 
occurred in the summer or tree contacts where 
some strands of the conductor are broken. When 
it gets very cold and the conductor contracts, the 
tension in the line increases and the failures 
occur at the points where the conductor has been 
weakened due to broken strands. Rural systems 
have a lot more exposure to lightning strikes since 
the lines are not shielded by homes and other 
buildings, as in an urban setting, so most of the 
lightning damage occurs in rural areas and so do 
the resulting cold weather tension breaks. 

The other major cause of cold weather breaks 
are connectors that have become loose due to 
natural weathering and splices that have become 
loose or corroded over a period of time. When 
load currents are moderate, they do not cause a 
problem. Under the extreme loading conditions 
of the past week, the currents are so high that 
heating and arcing occurs and the result can be 
a burned down line. With literally thousands and 
thousands of such connectors and splices on the 
system, there are always a few that may be defec¬ 
tive and they show up when it gets very cold. 

Overall, I believe that the system performed 
very well during the cold weather and we only had 
four line outages. All four lines affected were single 
phase lines, so the number of members involved 
was limited. I believe in all cases we were able to 
get the problems resolved fairly quickly, con¬ 
sidering the conditions, and homes were not 
cooled to the point where it caused a problem. We 
certainly fared better than our neighboring state 
to the South where some customers were without 
electrical service for three or four days during the 
very worst of the cold weather. They had about 
two more inches of ice and sleet than we had and 
about two more inches of snow in the Paducah 
area, so it made for pretty miserable conditions to 
try and put lines back up on the poles and restore 
service. 

PEAK DEMANDS 
We will not know until we read the substation 

meters at the end of January as to whether or not 
we set an all time high peak demand on the 
system. Southern Illinois Power Co-operative did 
set a record demand for the three member coop¬ 
eratives at 7 p.m. Tuesday, January 18, but we 
do not know as yet what Egyptian’s share was of 
that peak demand. If Egyptian did not set a record, 
it surely came close. Our previous all time high 
demand occurred in 1989, so it seems that every 
five years or so we get hit with a really cold spell 
that drives up system loading tremendously. Our 
peak in 1989 was 63,825 kw and normal winter 
peaks since then have been 54,000 kw, so you can 
see what cold weather does to this system and it 
does the same to your power bill. 

You might wonder why the power plant would 
peak at 7 p.m. instead of during the night when 
the coldest temperatures occurred. The early 
evening peak is due to the fact that so many of our 
members work away from the home during the 
day and they all get home and start their evening 
activities about the same time. Thermostats get 
turned up, evening meal preparations are under 
way, water heaters are running and all the lights 
and other appliances are on. Later in the evening 
you have less people doing the same thing at the 
same time, so loads diversify and the peak de¬ 
mand drops off accordingly. By late night when 
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it is bitter cold, most everything is shut down 
except for the heating systems, so the loading on 
the system is not as great as it could be. By 7 a.m. 
load is back up again because so many are now 
getting ready to go to work and loads pretty well 
mirror what happened the evening before. By mid 
morning loads drop off and stay lower until the 
evening peaks hit again. 

The major problem that we in the utility 
business have is forecasting what future loads are 
going to be and have the capacity to meet those 
unexpected high peak demands due to cold or hot 
weather. We, as consumers, have all become 
accustomed to adequate power being there when 
we flip the light switch or turn up the heat, be it 
7 p.m. or 2 a.m. As I have said before in this space, 
there are no rain checks in this business and 
rolling blackouts, like they apparently had in the 
eastern portion of the nation because utilities were 
short of operating capacity, are by and large not 
acceptable to the general public. While utilities 
have been criticized in recent years for having 
excess capacity, it sure beats being short when the 
thermometer outside the window says it is minus 
fifteen degrees. 

As happens every time we have extremely cold 

weather, bills go way up and many members are 
convinced that their meters can not be right. Take 
my word for it, the power plant pumped out a 
tremendous amount of power this past week 
and some of it went through your meter. With 
moderating temperatures, we sometimes tend to 
forget when cold weather occurred and when it 
will show up on the bill. When it is 50 degrees, we 
tend to forget the 15 below temperatures, but 
some of the usage during the cold weather can 
show up on the bill that you receive when it 
is balmy outside. It all depends on the dates 
the meters are read and the period covered by 
the bill. 

OUTAGE NUMBERS 
The directory service dropped the ball, so the 

numbers listed in the telephone book are not 
entirely correct. If you happen to look for our 
emergency numbers in the phone directory, you 
will see that they are still listing the 965-3437 
number. They were supposed to drop that number 
but did not, so just ignore it. The correct emer¬ 
gency numbers are 800-606-1505 or 684-2144. As 
we have stressed before, members in the 684-2144 
exchange are encouraged to use that number. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 
1994 Youth to Washington essay contest 

Contest rules 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association will sponsor six high school juniors who write winning 

essays, on an expense paid bus tour of Washington, D.C., June 17-24, 1994. 

Rules of the contest 
Eligibility Any high school junior (11th grade) attending the following high schools is eligible 

to enter: Sparta, Chester, Trico, Pinckneyville, Carbondale, Carterville, Murphysboro, Elverado, 
Steeleville, and Coulterville — and sons or daughters of Egyptian Electric Cooperative members 
attending any other school. 

Members of the immediate families of any director or full-time employee of Egyptian Electric (or 
any other electric cooperative) are not eligible. 

Three trip winners will be selected from each of the following two categories: 
(a) Students whose parents are member-owners of Egyptian Electric. 
(b) Students whose parents are not member-owners of Egyptian Electric. 

Awards Six first place: 
An all expense paid eight-day bus tour of Washington, D.C. 
Two second and third place prizes will also be awarded. 
The eight-day tour will be June 17-24, 1994, and will include approximately 60 essay winners from 

other participating electric cooperatives in Illinois. Chaperones will accompany the tour group. 
In addition, the 10 semi-finalists and/or the top essayist from each participating school will receive 

a one-day trip to Springfield, Illinois, on April 13, 1994, for Illinois Rural Electric Youth Day. 
In the event one of the first place winners is unable to make the trip, the first place prize will be 

awarded to the second place winner of that category. The second place winner will relinquish their 
second place award to the first place winner of that category. 
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Subject of essay Each contestant will write their essay on the subject: NAFTA: Its Affect on Illinois. 
Contests should investigate the NAFTA agreement and supporting information to determine if there 
will be any effect on the economy of Illinois. Contestants should expound on their reasons why NAFTA 
will or will not have an affect on Illinois. The contestant should investigate any supposed benefits 
that may be received and present support as to why these may or may not be achievable. 

Essay form Essays must be typed on 8V2 by 11-inch paper, double-spaced, one side only, and must 
not exceed 1,000 words. Assistance in editing the essay, i.e. grammar, punctuation sentence structure, 
spelling, etc., is permissible. Contestant’s name must not appear on the essay, only on the official 
entry form that should be attached to the essay. Contestant’s name will be retained by Egyptian Electric 
and the essays will be numbered forjudging purposes. This procedure will maintain judge impartiality. 
All entries meeting the above requirements will be submitted to the judging panel. Entry forms must 
include parental/legal guardian permission to take the trip/s if the contestant is declared a winner. 

Resource material Egyptian Electric will furnish a packet of resource material to each class that 
indicates their desire to participate in the contest. The last day for requesting a resource packet is 
February 26, 1994. 

Contestants may also secure information from other sources. Political leaders, teachers, manufac¬ 
turing plant managers, magazines and newspaper articles may be good sources of information. 

Last day for essays Essays must be received on or before March 10, 1994, at either office of 
Egyptian Electric. (P.O. Box 38 Steeleville, IL 62288 or RR 2 Box 5, Murphysboro, IL 62966). 

Preliminary judging Five semi-finalists in each category (10 total) will be selected by a panel of 
judges based on the awarding of points as follows: 

Accuracy of facts 
Originality 
Composition 
Effectiveness of contents 

20 points 
20 points 
30 points 
30 points 

Final judging The five semi-finalists (10 total) in each category will appear at a banquet in April 
1994, to make an oral presentation of their essay. The student’s parents and sponsoring teacher 
will be invited to attend also. A new judging panel will select the winners in each category based on 
the awarding of points as follows: 

Accuracy of facts 
Originality 
Composition 
Effectiveness of contents 
Oral presentation 

15 points 
15 points 
25 points 
25 points 
20 points 

Judges will be selected from media, academe, business, professional and other community leaders. 
Judges are selected on the basis of their familiarity with the topic, knowledge of Cooperatives, 
demonstrated leadership and overall experience. 

In case of a tie, total points awarded by the judges for oral presentation will be used as a tie breaker. 
The decision of the judges will be final. 

Trip winners Coordinators of the Youth to Washington trip will be present for the final judging. 
Winners will be presented with trip details at that time. 

Please direct all inquiries about the contest to: Bryce Cramer, District Office Manager, Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative, RR 2 Box 5, Murphysboro, IL 62966. Ph. (618)684-2143. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the “on” 
position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with your 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Monday through Friday) call the office 
number nearest you: Steeleville 965-3434 

or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
After office hours: Steeleville area — 

Call 1-800-606-1505 
Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take 

emergency calls after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

your map, section and house (or locat.) 
number as found on your billing 
statement. 
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Do you know these people? 
A general retirement of capital credits was printing lists for the next several months in hopes 

issued for the years 1953 to 1967. The following of reaching these people. 
people had service with Egyptian Electric during If you have information pertaining to these 
those years and have since left our service lines, people or their heirs, contact or have them con- 
We have no current address for them. We will be tact Diane at 618-965-3434. 

Ahlers, Henry E. 
Allen, Joe C. 
Allen, Melvin 
Alms, Sophie 
Anderson, Earl 
Anderson, R.E. & Hester 
Andrews, Merle 
Baseden, Clarence 
Bauer, Irwin 
Beare, Gertrude 
Beasley, George 
Bendorf, Richard E. 
Bigham, Lawrence 
Borella, Louis 
Botterbusch, Henry 
Brand, Henry 
Brayshaw, Noel 
Brcek, Joe & Angel 
Brewer, Earl 
Brewer, Loren 
Brewer, Louie 
Brewer, Mitchell 
Brewer, Silas 
Brooks, Lewis 
Brown, Alfred 
Brown, Frank 
Buatte, Elmer 
Burklow, Audy 
Burris, Pearl 
Butler, James Albert 
Cagle, Arthur 
Calhoun, George 
Campbell, Glenn E. 
Cannon, Laurence 
Carruthers, John D. 
Cashion, Albert 
Cashion, Henry D. 
Casper, Woodrow 
Chapman, G.W. 
Choate, Charles 
Clear Lake Club 
Cochran, Edmund 
Colp, Rolla 
Conroy, John 
Cook, Clem 
Courier, Roy 
Cox, Floyd 
Cox, Harold B. 
Cox, Loyd 
Cox, L.M & Emma 
Cox, William T. 
Crain, Grover 
Creekpaum, Bobby 
Crisler, Perry 
Crosson, Mary 
Cross, Frank 
Cross, W.A. & Carrie 
Crowell, Sam 
Crow, Myrtle 
Curd, H.E. & Mabel 
Dale, Warren 
Davis, Anna G. 
Davis, Howard 
Davis, John & Mary 
Davis, William C. 
Degener, Wm. H. 
Demster, Everett 
Dieckmann, Louis 
Dierks, Eddwin M. 
Ditzler, Gus W. 
Doss, Jim 
Douglas, A.E. & Agnes 
Draves, Edward 
Drueke, J.B. 
Dumstorff, Bernard 
Duncan, H.C. & Ruth 
Eckert, Robert 

Eggemeyer, Mrs. Henry E. 
Eisenhauer, Wm. 
Elam, Calvin 
Emling, Robert J. 
Engelhardt, Will 
Engel, Charles 
Evans, Raymond 
Fadler, Charles 
Falkenberry, Henry 
Fehrenz, Henry 
Feldmann, Minnie 
Feltmeyer, Walter 
Fenton, Cameron 
Ford, J.C. 
Fox, William & Zella 
Froemling, Ablert 
Garrett, John 
Gaubatz, Arkell 
Gerler, Roland 
Gorman, Frank 
Gower, Edgar 
Graff, Fred 
Grab, Dan 
Grammer, Charles 
Grammer, Hobart 
Gray, Bertha 
Gray, Ruth 
Greathouse, Albert 
Griffin, Jesse 
Grimes, George 
Grimes, Waldo 
Osell, Edward 
Guker, Reginald 
Hagene, Francis 
Hagene, Louis J. 
Hager, Ike 
Hagler, Hazel 
Hammack, Homer 
Haney, Raymond 
Hanft, Dan & Carol 
Harbaugh, Gregory 
Harris, Newman L. 
Haskins, Jack T. 
Hawk, Joe 
Heagy, Rudolph 
Heberer, Adam 
Heller, William 
Henderson, Robert 
Hennrich, Anthony 
Hermann, Rawleigh 
Hettenhausen, M.O. 
Higgerson, Luther 
Hill, Everett 
Hill, Harry 
Holder, Dallas 
Holliday, Luther 
Hood, Ralph 
Hopp, Charles F. 
Hurst, Donald 
Inselmann, Harold 
Jack, J.M. & Linnie 
Jacquot, Ray 
Jarvis, Paul 
Jatho, Laura 
Johnson, Argel 
Johnson, Noah 
Johnson, Thomas 
Jones, Freeman 
Jones, T.R. & Awila 
Jones, Willis 
Kahne, E.C. & Rose 
Kamas, Christ 
Kane, W.L. & Ruth 
Keim, William J. 
Kimmel, Howard P. 
King, Albert 
Klein, Albert 

Kloepper, Gustav 
Koester, A.F. & Hilda 
Korando, Louis 
Krebs, Walter 
Kristoff, Tony 
Kristoff, Tony, Sr. 
Kruski, Walter 
Kunkel, Godfrey 
Lansford, Harry 
Lattina, Charles L. 
Lehmann, Henry 
Lentz, Harvey 
Lessnau, John S. 
Lewis, Russell 
Liefer, Diedrich 
Lindergren, Carl 
Lindsey, David 
Lindstrom, June 
Lingle, R.W. & Lou 
Link, Richard 
Lirely, Oscar 
Lohman, Louis 
Long, Herbert J. 
Lurk, Thomas 
Luthy, John L. 
Lyle, J.M. 
Magann, M.W. & Gayle 
Marcinkowski, Mark 
Martin, Bill 
McCaw, Don 
McClintock, Dale 
McCormack, C.E. 
McCoy, Russell 
McCuen, Clarence 
McGuire, E.D. 
McKinney, Charles 
Meredith, John, Dr. 
Miller, Clifford E. 
Miller, Luther 
Mines, Leonard 
Moehrs, Ruth 
Moeller, Wilmer 
Montgomery, Charles 
Moore, Arnold 
Moore, W.H. & Ollie 
Morber, John 
Morber, William 
Morgan, Francis 
Moureau, Alfred 
Moureau, Otto 
Mulholland, Lloyd 
Mulholland, L.G. & Margaret 
Musgrave, Gladys 
Nagel, Edward 
Nierman, Wm. 
Norton, Edith 
Obptande, William 
Obremski, Frank 
Oliver, Cletes 
Oliver, Walter 
Ollar, Cecil 
Parker, Lena 
Patterson, E.E. & Bertha 
Penrod, Ronald 
Pierce, Dan & Emma 
Piper, Orlin 
Poe, Charles 
Porter, Loran 
Prediger, Elmer 
Rains, Earl 
Rathert, Edward 
Rathert, Paul 
Rathert, Paul A. 
Reheis, Mamie 
Rehmer, Edwin 
Reuscher, Herman H. 
Ridgway, Ernest 

Roberts, Ben 
Roseme, Alex 
Rosenberger, Joseph 
Rosenberger, William 
Rossen, Frank 
Ross, Edith Hagg 
Rowan, Fred 
Rowald, Paul W. 
Russell, Henry 
Saal, Wm. J. 
Sathoff, Emma 
Schneider, Arthur 
Schwebel, George 
Scott, James H. 
Sedlacek, Wm. 
Seibert, Rudolph 
Severs, Willis 
Smithson, James 
Smith, Harry C. 
Smith, W.A. & Geneva 
Stearns, Laten 
Stearns, Loren W. 
Stearns, Ray 
Steele, Vernon 
Stell, John 
Stewart, Buford 
Stewart, Clel 
Stockton, Fred 
Stuart, Earl 
Sulser, Forrest 
Surman, Stephen 
Tanner, W.J. & Ethel Mae 
Tedder, John 
Thies, Ed 
Thomas, Clarence 
Thomas, Elizabeth 
Thomas, Leonard 
Thomas, Loren 
Throgmorton, W.P. & Rhudell 
Thurau, Lester 
Tope, Leo 
Tope, William 
Torna, P.A. 
Tripp, Claude 
Tripp, Gordon 
Tripp, Harrison 
Tucker, Ray 
Underwood, Timothy W. 
Vanscoyk, Paul 
Waddington, Bert 
Walker, George 
Walker, Troy 
Ward, Hattie E. 
Watson, Charlie 
Weatherford, Walter 
Weber, Leo 
Weber, Robert 
Welge, A.C. & Hilda 
Welge, Roger 
Wheeler, Calvin 
Wheeler, Frank 
White, Dennis 
White, Fred 
White, Walter 
Whitten, Norval 
Wilfong, M.L. & Lula 
Williams, Glen D. 
Williams, Ora 
Will, Dan 
Winkelman, Gustaf 
Woehlke, Clarence P. 
Wolfe, Raymond 
Wolfe, Sim 
Wooley, Laron 
Wright, Eva 
Yancey, Aimer 
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The Egyptian Messenger, published by the Egyptian Flprtnr c.nn Electric Cooperative Association, 
with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

From the 
Manager's Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

WINTER LOADING 
Last month I predicted that the system either 

set a new record peak demand in January or came 
very close to setting a new peak. As it turned out, 
the old peak of 63,825 kw still stands. The peak 
in January was 63,482 kw and probably would 
have exceeded the previous peak if one of the coal 
loads we serve had not been out of operation since 
the floods of last spring. At any rate, the peak was 
in the range we expected for the weather we 
experienced and the system continues to set 
winter peaks considerably in excess of the sum¬ 
mer peaks. 

I also predicted that we would receive many 
calls from members who just could not believe 
that they could have used that much energy in 
one month and that also turned out to be the case. 
Some thought that we were possibly estimating 
bills for those accounts where we read the meter, 
but such was not the case. The bills for January 
were based on actual readings. I never checked 
back in my records, but I believe that the January 
usage for our house was the highest in the 15 
years that we have lived there. One thing to keep 
in mind in regard to the January bill is that it 
includes the Christmas season and, with all the 
lights and other activities going on in most homes, 
it adds to the electric bill. 

The problem with most heating bills, no mat¬ 
ter what the form of heat utilized, is that most 
homes are simply not constructed as well as they 
could be from an energy usage standpoint. There 
is way too much cold air infiltration in most homes 
and that drives up the heating bill. You always 
hear people saying that you should not make a 
house too tight because you will have moisture 
problems and the walls will sweat. The only 
reason you have sweating problems with walls is 
that they are too cold and the warm air inside will 

condensate on them. If the walls are properly 
insulated so that they stay warm on the inside, 
sweating problems are eliminated. A glass of ice 
water will sweat on a warm summer day because 
you have a cold surface meeting warm moist air. 
The same principle applies to your home and if 
you eliminate the cold surface, you take care of 
the sweating problem. If your walls are cold, or if 
you can feel cold air coming in through the elec¬ 
trical outlets or along doors or windows, your 
home is not properly insulated or sealed and you 
are paying to heat the outdoors. 

It is difficult for the average consumer to know 
just what are efficient energy construction stan¬ 
dards and what they should demand in a new 
home that they are planning to build. To assist in 
that regard, our state association, with the assis¬ 
tance of the member cooperatives, is putting 
together a set of standards which will help the con¬ 
sumer design an energy-efficient home. We hope 
to have those standards available sometime in 
April. Designing a house to be energy efficient is, 
however, only part of the process to building an 
energy-efficient home. Once you set the standards, 
you must make sure your builder follows them to 
the letter and incorporates them in the home. That 
takes direct supervision and inspections on the 
part of the homeowner. Once a house is sheet 
rocked, it is impossible to check the insulation 
installation, so the homeowner needs to take an 
active role to inspect various stages of the con¬ 
struction to make sure his new home is.con¬ 
structed exactly as specified. 

HOME MEDICAL APPARATUS 
With the advances in medicine and equipment, 

more and more people have some form of medical 
equipment or life-support system in their home 
and most are dependent on a supply of electricity. 
When notified, we do maintain a list of those 
members with such equipment and we contact 
them before we interrupt the service for line 
maintenance purposes. If you have such a piece 
of equipment in your home and loss of electrical 
service does create a life-threatening situation, 
please let us know. All we ask is that when you 
no longer need such equipment, please let us 

(Continued on page 12b) 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
know that we can take your name off the list. 

Whether it be life-support equipment or some¬ 
thing else that requires a constant source of 
electricity, you should always have some contin¬ 
gency plan as to what you will do if the electricity 
is interrupted. In a life-threatening situation, you 
should never gamble on us being able to restore 
service within a given period of time. You should 
instead follow your contingency plan because it 
is always best to be on the safe side. No utility can 
guarantee that the power will always be on and 
in most cases we cannot accurately predict how 
long it will take to restore service because there 
can be a lot of variables involved. 

Our two older sons live in Nashville, Tenn., and 
we visited them last week right after they were hit 
with the ice storm. Our sons were without power 
for a day, but other areas were off much longer and 
not all of the roads were even passable three days 
after the storm hit because of downed trees. The 
damage to trees was huge and no overhead elec¬ 
trical system can handle that kind of ice loading 
plus all of the trees falling on the lines. If that kind 
of storm should hit our system, everyone needs 
to have a plan to cover emergency situations and 
the plan needs to be more than calling us every 

few hours alerting us to your situation. If loss of 
electric service creates a medical emergency in 
your household, your emergency plan should 
probably be based on going to a medical center 
because, in the event of massive outages over a 
wide area, they will probably have some kind of 
backup power system or other means of handling 
such situations. Those of our members who are 
involved in livestock operations where the loss of 
electric service could lead to the loss of livestock 
or the inability to milk should have standby 
generators with a double-throw switch in place. 

Most of us, me included, assume that if the elec¬ 
tricity goes off it will be on again in a relatively 
short period of time and we simply put up with 
the momentary inconvenience. In view of how 
Mother Nature has treated most of the nation the 
past year, perhaps this is an appropriate time to 
do a little forward planning for those situations 
where loss of electricity is more than a simple 
inconvenience. 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed on Friday, 

April 1, in observance of Good Friday. 

Blinking digital clocks and trimming trees 
Coming home to a digital 

clock flashing “12:00” is an 
annoyance at best. It’s a tell-tale 
sign that your power has been 
interrupted, even if for only less 
than a second. 

It may be small consolation, 
but it’s highly likely that the 
power “outage” lasted only as 
long as it takes a tree limb to 
touch a power line while sway¬ 
ing in the breeze. 

Most systems that distribute 
electricity use protection devices 
on their lines. When these 

devices, called reclosers, sense a 
disturbance, they actually open 
or by some other means break 
the circuit and very briefly 
interrupt the flow of electricity 
through that section of line. 

This disturbs your digital 
clocks or timers, true, but it also 
protects the equipment and in 
many cases, prevents a pro¬ 
longed outage. The protection 
device recloses, reconnecting 
the circuit. If the disturbance 
that tripped the device in the 
first place is still present, it will 

interrupt service again briefly 
and try to reclose again. Most 
protection devices will go 
through this process three times 
before the line goes dead. 

The disturbance to the line is 
often caused by tree branches. 
This explains why most electric 
utilities have an aggressive tree¬ 
trimming program in place. But, 
back to the flashing clocks. 

There are some solutions to 
the problem. You can buy digital 
clocks and appliances with back¬ 
ups for the digital display. 

What to do if the 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the “on” 
position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with your 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Monday through Friday) call the office 
number nearest you: Steeleville 965-3434 

power goes off 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 

After office hours: Steeleville area — 
Call 1-800-606-1505 

Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take 

emergency calls after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

your map, section and house (or locat.) 
number as found on your billing 
statement. 
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Think 'safe' 
Responsible Electric 

Accident Control Today 
The accident you avoid 

is as important as the ones that really happen 

No scene depicts the character and success 
of the United States quite as well as that of 
modern farm equipment planting or har¬ 
vesting. The technology and ingenuity of 
those machines has helped the American 
farmer continue to enjoy bountiful harvests 
to feed our nation's population and a great 
portion of the world's population as well. 
When you move into your fields to plant, 
tend or harvest your crops, please exercise 
Responsible Electric Accident Control Today 
(RE-ACT) to make your harvest as safe as it 
is rewarding. 

Modern farming requires the use of large, 
complex machinery. Each year a tragic 
number of accidents are caused by careless 
handling of farm equipment around electric 
power lines. Your electric cooperative urges 
you to use caution at all times — to watch for 
overhead power lines, utility poles and guy 
wires, and avoid any contact with this poten¬ 
tially lethal power equipment. 

Insist that hired hands and family members 
alike learn to survey their working areas 
carefully before engaging farm equipment in 
work activities. Have all workers assure 
themselves that the equipment they are using 
will not come into contact with power lines 
or power support equipment. 
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Do you know 
A general retirement of capital credits was 

issued for the years 1953 to 1967: The following 
people had service with Egyptian Electric during 

those years and have since left our service lines. 

We have no current address for them. We will be 

these people? 
printing lists for the next several months in hopes 

of reaching these people. 

If you have information pertaining to these 

people or their heirs, contact or have them con¬ 

tact Diane at 618-965-3434. 

Aaron, George 0. 
Allen, Glenn 
Anderson, Charles 
Anderson, Louis 
Appleton, Bailey 
Asbury, Thomas 
Bailey, William 
Bain, Ernest 
Baird, Cecelia 
Baltz, E.P. & Adele 
Beck, Leroy 
Beck, Raymond 
Benson, W.M. & Flora 
Bert, A.K. & Prudence 
Betts, Robert 
Betts, William 
Blumenstock, Howard E. 
Boaz, Lena S. 
Boomer, Cline 
Boucher, Bert 
Bradley, Henry 
Braswell, Harold E. 
Braun, Sylvanus 
Breihan, Henry A. 
Brookhouse, Ray 
Brouillette, Lyle 
Brown, Cecil 
Brown, Richard C. 
Bryant, W.R. & Roseanna 
Burch, Owen 
Cantwell, Claude 
Capen, Arthur H. 
Caraway, Charles & Bessie 
Caraway, Charles, Jr., & M 
Carruthers, Luther 

Carr, Loyd 
Casey, Carson 
Cashion, Everett 
Childers, S.D. & Wilma 
Cloud, Eugene 
Cochran, Nora 
Conder, RoIJie 
Coulter, Everett 
Cover, John W. 
Cox, Frank 
Cox, Robert Ray 
Cox, Thomas W. 
Cripps, Robert 
Cyrulik, Leo 
Dalton, Robert 
Davis, William C. 
Dilday, Ralph 
Doerr, Max & Sarah 
Dominick, Daniel 
Dunham, Delbert 
Edwards, Arch 
Eggemeyer, Maurice 
Estes, Guy 
Euge, Newell 
Ferguson, George 
Finley, Blanche 
Fox, William, Jr. 
Fred, Alvie 
Gee, Sam & Naomi 
Click, Everett E. 
Gossett, Leo 
Grammer, Roy 
Grefe, Gerhard W. 
Griffhorn, Elmer 
Griffin, Glenn A. 

Gulley, Arthur 
Gulley, Tom 
Hagans, Thomas L. 
Hammack, W. George 
Hampton, Oliver 
Hartzell, B.F. 
Heern, Stella 
Hesse, Elmer 
Hester, Ted 
Hiser, Clint 
Hodge, John 
Holt, Eugene 
Huegle, Wallace 
Hurst, Amelia 
Hurst, Arthur 
Irwin, George 
Jaynes, Carl 
Jenning, Herman 
Joliana Mine 
Jolley, Wallace Donald 
Keith, William 
Kistner, Clarence 
Kloepper, Marvin 
Lackman, C.E. & Hazel 
Lackman, David 
Lafleur, Elizabeth 
Lane, Everett 
Leemon, Glen 
Lemmon, W.J. & 
Lepere, Fred 
Lipe, William 
Lively, William Earl 
Marshall, Russell 
Matychowiak, Edmund 
Maxwell, Joseph 

McCord, Wilbur 
Miller, Joe J. 
Mines, Walter, Jr. 
Mitchell, Earl 
Mizer, Roger L. 
Moll, Raymond 
Monika, Sylvester 
Moore, Oscar 
Nance, Roy 
Novak, Henry J. 
Odle, William J. 
Odum, James 
Padgett, Carl A. 
Pate, Howard 
Patton, Stephen N. 
Pinkston, O.D. & Pearl 
Ponce, John 
Porter, Luther 
Quillman, Ardell 
Rathert, Elmer 
Reed, Rolla 
Reid, Wilbur 
Reiman, W.C. 
Reinhardt, Winfred 
Reynolds, Leonard 
Riebeling, George L. 
Ripley, Nancy H. 
Rohlfing, Kenneth E. 
Roloff, Richard 
Rosenberger, Carl 
Rowell, Isaih 
Saul, Park 
Schulein, William 
Schultz, Clifford 
Shadowens, Clyde 

Shirley, Wesley 
Short, Shannon 
Steele, Alvin 
Stockton, Thomas 
Stone, George H. 
Stone, Roy L. 
Strusz, Charles 
Sullivan, Ray 
Taylor, Claude 
Thomas, Anna 
Thompson, Kenneth 
Thompson, Russel 
Ticer, Fred 
Tillock, Edwin 
Tripp, Carrie 
Tweedy, Rufus 
Tyson, Lee D. 
Vachata, Charles 
Vavra, Joseph P. 
Vennerable, Ray 
Voellinger, Fred 
Ward, Francis 
Weitzel, Otto R. 
Welge, Gilbert E. 
Westerman, John 
Weston, Charles T. 
Wilkerson, Willard 
Williams, Guy 
Will, Ben 
Wisely, Bertha 
Wise, Curtis 
Wittenborn, Raymond 
Young, Delmar 
Young, Fred & Elizabeth 
Zeiger, Ernest O. 

If you contact Diane about a deceased member 

and they received electric service from our 

Cooperative after 1970, additional capital credits 

may be available for refund through the Capital 

Credit Estate Refunds. The date of death is needed 

to process these refunds. Providing this infor¬ 

mation when you call will expedite processing the 

refund. Thank you for your continued cooperation 
in finding these members. 

If you depend on life-support equipment, 
we need to know 

While we strive to maintain the best possible service with 

a minimum of outage time, occasional outages, either planned 

or uncontrolled, do occur. 

We need to know the names and location of cooperative 

members who depend on life-support equipment. We keep a 

registry of members on life-support equipment, and it is 

important that this information be current and accurate. We 

will make every effort to give priority to restore service to 

members on life-support systems. 

If you or a member of your family depend on life-support 

equipment, please let our office know. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 

P.O. Box 38 

Steeleville, IL 62288 

Phone: 618-965-3434 
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From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

SPRING CONSTRUCTION 
The shrubs are blooming, so I guess we can 

assume that spring is here and with it the in¬ 
creased activity in building new homes and 
other construction projects. Much of this activity 
requires work on our part and a good portion of 
it involves installation of underground wires. A 
typical spring for the cooperative means that time 
of year when we get behind because of wet ground 
conditions and we have to deal with a lot of 
impatient builders and members or future 
members. It seems that a lot of people assume that 
if they contact us today, we should be able to do 
our part of the construction in the next couple of 
days. Sometimes it will happen that way, but in 
most cases it just does not. 

Whenever we have to extend new lines to 
provide service, a number of factors are involved. 
New easements might be required from neigh¬ 
boring property owners, the member may have to 
clear a right-of-way and a meter loop may have to 
be constructed. Depending on what is involved, 
the member may also have to pay some construc¬ 
tion charges. Once we meet with the member and 
determine what is required,the paper work is 
started, but the job is not considered ready for con¬ 
struction until everything required of the member 
is complete and any construction charges due 
have been received by the cooperative. At that 
point the job is turned over to the Operations 
Superintendent and placed on the waiting list. 
How long it takes to get to a particular job then 
depends on how many jobs are on the list and 
whether or not ground conditions are such that 
the job can be built. 

Whether you may be building a new home, 
additional buildings on your property or simply 
upgrading your existing service, I cannot stress 
enough that you need to include us in your early 

planning. Let us know early what you are plan¬ 
ning so that we can determine what we will need 
to do and what we will require of you. Many times 
we are not contacted until construction is about 
to begin and then the builder or property owner 
is upset because we are not immediately able 
to provide service. In most cases, people know 
several months in advance when they are going 
to build or revamp their electrical service and that 
is the time to contact us. It does not cost you 
anything to have one of our engineers meet with 
you, even if you do proceed with the project, so 
there is no real good reason not to involve us early 
in your planning. 

As with most businesses that experience peaks 
and valleys in their business activities, we main¬ 
tain enough crews to complete most jobs in a 
reasonable period of time. When the peaks hit, we 
have to spread the jobs out a little, but with a lit¬ 
tle forward planning and cooperation on the part 
of the member, we can usually provide service by 
the time it is really needed. When we have a spring 
like last year with continual rain, no amount of 
planning does much good because we simply can¬ 
not install underground cable to get our trucks off 
the road in mud. At that point you simply have 
to bear with us. We are in the business to provide 
a service to you, so we are going to try to provide 
that service as soon as we possibly can. 

CAPITAL CREDITS 
We are continuing to work on refunding capital 

credits for the years of 1954-70 and I am con¬ 
tinually surprised by the number of responses we 
receive to the list of names we publish in this 
magazine. We are finding a lot more former mem¬ 
bers or their heirs than I would have though 
possible, so we are running a little behind in 
processing all of the requests. We are making 
progress, however, and have a number of checks 
ready to go into the mail in the next week or two. 
As many of you know, we first started refunding 
capital credits to the estates of deceased members 
and then started a general retirement of all capital 
credits from 1954 through 1970. To date, we have 
refunded a total of approximately $700,000 back 
to the members or their heirs. 

(Continued on page 12b) 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
When we started the general retirements, we 

refunded first to all those current members who 
took service between 1954-70 and to those who 
took service during that period, but have since left 
the system and for whom we still had a valid 
address. That left us with about 3,000 former 
members for whom we did not have an address 
and those are the names we are publishing. We 
hope to complete that process by mid summer, 
but I expect that each year we make a general 
retirement we will have to publish a list of names 
for which we do not have current addresses. With 
the addresses we are accumulating, that list 
should be smaller than the one we are working 
through now. However, we have about 2,500 
members come and go on this system each year 
and we do not always have a valid forwarding 
address. So, in all likelihood, we will always have 
a substantial number of people that we will have 
to try and locate. Approximately 45,000 members 
have left the system since its inception and those 
are pretty big numbers to deal with in terms of 
trying to find them as long as 20 years after they 
left. Because much of the turnover is associated 
with students attending SIU. many of the former 
members have not only left the system, they have 
left the state. A few of our former student mem¬ 
bers were from other countries and have gone 
back home, so finding them 20 years down the 
road is a pretty slim possibility. 

What happens to the capital credits of those 
former members who we are able to find at the 
time the credits are declared eligible for refund? 
Basically nothing. They continue to be retained 
by the cooperative and used as capital to construct 
the system. They are kept on the books, however, 
and any such time as the former member or his 

or her heir should request a refund, they will be 
subject to refund at that time. Once we declare cer¬ 
tain capital credits eligible for refund, they can be 
claimed at any time by the person they belong to 
or a rightful heir. 

For those of you who still do not fully under¬ 
stand just what capital credits are, let me give you 
a quick refresher. Capital credits are simply a 
cooperative’s term for the margin of revenue over 
expenses. If you were running a business, you 
would call them profits. Since a cooperative is a 
non-profit type of business .these “profits” are 
called capital credits and each members is as¬ 
signed his or her share on the books in proportion 
to his or her electrical energy usage. Thus, if the 
cooperative had an operating margin, or “profit,” 
of $200,000 in 1970 and the capital credits for that 
year are scheduled to be retired, that means that 
$200,000 will be refunded to the membership of 
that year. After the refund is made, it means 
that for the year 1970, the cooperative will have 
operated at a non-profit or breakeven point. The 
theory on a 20-year cycle of retirements is that one 
generation will furnish some operating capital and 
then it will be retired and the next generation will 
then furnish some. 

No matter what you call them, as a member 
of a cooperative that is retiring capital credits, 
you will get back your share of the operating 
margin. Why not operate at zero margins all 
the time and eliminate capital credits? For one 
thing our bankers won’t let us. Secondly, any 
sound business must generate some internal 
capital because it is not possible or desirable 
to be operating on 100 percent borrowed funds. 
Interest costs would tend to eat vou alive and 
it is hard to find a friendly banker to make a 
zero equity loan. 

What to do if the power goes off 
684-2143. We offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your 

neighbors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 
you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 

After office hours: Steeleville area — Call 
1-800-606-1505 

Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take emer¬ 

gency calls after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers your 

map, section and nouse (or locat.) number as 
found on your billing statement. 

How to estimate capital credits 
Total margins of $1,840,015.46 for 1993 have 

been allocated on the books of Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative. You may estimate the amount 
allocated to your capital account as follows: 

Step 1. Add up the total amount paid for energy 
charges only. Do not include taxes or late 
payment charges. 

Step 2. Multiply total kwh used in 1993 by 
.046684096. 

Step 3. Subtract Step 2 from Step 1. 
Step 4. Multiply Step 3 amount by .376305622. 

The amount computed in Step 4 represents 
the total amount of capital credits allocated 
to your account. To determine the amount of 
operating margins allocated due to Egyptian 
Electric’s operations, multiply the amount in 
Step 4 by .528. 
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Safety rules for tornado season 
Shelter — Seek inside shelter 

if possible. If in the open, move 
away from a tornado’s path at a 
right angle. If there is no time to 
escape, lie flat in the nearest 
depression, such as a ditch or 
ravine. 

In office buildings — The 
basement or an interior hallway 
on a lower floor is safest. Upper 
stories are unsafe. If there is no 
time to descend, a closet or small 
room with stout walls, or an 
inside hallway will give some 
protection against flying debris. 
Otherwise, under heavy fur¬ 
niture must do. 

In homes with basements 
— Seek refuge near the base¬ 
ment wall in the most sheltered 
and deepest below ground part 
of the basement. Additional pro¬ 
tection is afforded by taking 
cover under heavy furniture or a 
work bench. Other basement 
possibilities are the smallest 
room with stout walls, or under 
a stairway. 

In homes without basements 
— Take cover in the smallest 
room with stout walls, or under 
heavy furniture, or a tipped-over 
upholstered couch or chair in 

the center part of the house. The 
first floor is safer than the second 
(or third). If there is time, open 
windows partly on the side away 
from the direction of the storm's 
approach — but stay away from 
windows when the storm strikes. 

Mobile homes — Mobile 
homes are particularly vul¬ 
nerable to overturning and 
destruction during strong winds, 
and should be abandoned in 

favor of a preselected shelter, or 
even a ditch in the open. Dam¬ 
age can be minimized by se¬ 
curing the trailer with cable 
anchored in concrete footing. 

Factories, auditoriums, and 
other large buildings — These 
buildings with wide, free-span 
roofs, should have preselected, 
marked shelter areas in their 
basements, smaller rooms, or 
nearby. 

wiring safe? Is your home 
Electricity has become such a part of our lives 

that people take it for granted. 
This can be costly and dangerous thinking. 
The wil ing in your home requires maintenance 

and regular inspection. Wiring wears out just like 
anything else. 

Each time any new electrical load is added 
to your home, you should review the part of 
your electrical system which will handle the new 
load. 

If your home’s electric wiring hasn’t been pro¬ 
fessionally inspected within the past several years, 
contact a qualified electrician. 

Indoor checklist 
□ I check electrical cords for frays and nicks. 
□ I make sure plugs and prongs aren’t loose or 

worn. 
□ I don’t place cords where they could be tripped 

over or receive excessive wear (like under rugs). 

□ I never use an electric tool or appliance if my 
hands or feet are wet or if I’m standing in water 
or on damp ground. 

□ I know the location of my fuse box or circuit 
breaker panel. 

□ I equip my home with an approved fire ex¬ 
tinguisher for electrical fires and check it 
periodically. 

□ I never attempt to do home wiring improve¬ 
ments myself. 

□ I insert specially designed plastic caps in low 
wall outlets when not in use to protect small 
children. 

□ I teach my children these safety rules of in- 
home electrical safety. 

□ I look for Underwriter’s Laboratory label on 
every appliance I buy. 

□ I don’t risk overloading wall outlets with 
adapters. 

□ I turn off and repair any appliance that sput¬ 
ters, stalls, or gives the slightest shock. 
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Do you know these people? 
A general retirement of capital credits was 

issued for the years 1953 to 1967. The following 
people had service with Egyptian Electric during 
those years and have since left our service lines. 
We have no current address for them. We will be 

printing lists for the next several months in hopes 
of reaching these people. 

If you have information pertaining to these 
people or their heirs, contact or have them con¬ 
tact Diane at 618-965-3434. 

Allen, Clem S. 
Allen. Earl E. 
Allen, Laura 
Alton. Alvin 
AoDleman. Robert 
Ashlev. Humbert 
Avery, Lavern 
Bailey, John 
Baker, William 
Ballard, Edith 
Balzar, Bartt 
Bathon, Frank F. 
Bedwell, Harold 
Belter, Jerome J. 
Berry, William E. 
Biebel, M.N. & Leona 
Big Five Club 
Big Five Coal Company 
Blanford, John 
Blue Wing Hunting Club 
Boraard. Ben A. 
Bova, Andrew C. 
Bowden Brothers 
Brandon, William R. 
Brantley, Clifford 
Brewer, Denver 
Brewer. James E. 
Brewer, W.R. & Edith 
Broadway, J.W. & Winona 
Broadway. Roe 
Browder, Henry 
Brown, Frank, Sr. 
Brown, Norman 
Brown, Russell 
Brueggeman, Rudolph 
Bruno. Jim & Ella 
Bruns, Bernard R. 
Buchholz, Ruby 
Buch, Edwin F. 
Bussen, Ted 
Campbell, Lawrence 
Carbondale Loan & Improve 
Carman, Joe & Mary 
Carrel, Sarah 
Casoer. Dan & Lela 
Cassoutt, Clyde 
Castelton, Saul 
Cavaness, Charles 
Chadwick, Robert 
Chamness, Billy F. 
Chancev, Harry 
Chancey, Harry W. 
Childers, Dora 
Cleiman, Andrew 
Clough, John 
Clough, Lawson 
Cole, Herbert 
Cooper, Albert 
Cox, Edward G. 
Craig, Lura E. 
Cramer, Ray 
Crawshaw, H.F. & Della 
Cross. Willard 

Crowder, Robert 
Curton. Melvin 
Cutrell, Harvey 
Dagner. Henrv 
Dailev. Harold 
Dauderman. Llovd 
Davis, Joe E. 
Dempke, Henry 
Derousse, Welda 
Dewitt, Leonard 
Dewitt, Marvin 
Dilday, Majorie 
Dillinger, Will 
Dine, Mike 
Dinges, Kenneth 
Dixon, Curtis E. 
Dreyer, Gilbert 
Dunham, Claude E. 
Duran, John 
Dusablon, Paul 
Ebert. Frank 
Eggemeyer, Louis 
Eggemeyer, Raymond 
Eisenhauer, Casper 
Ellis, Eugene 
Ertl, Leslie 
Estes. Ellis 
Evans, George 
Fager, Albert 
Fann. Archie 
Feltmeyer, Elmo 
Fisher, James L. 
Fisher. Thomas 
Flint, Gene 
Florence, Teddy 
Foster, Herbert 
Foster, Wilburn 
Fox, Oliver & Edna 
Fuller, Raymond 
Garner, Carl 
Garner, Vern E. 
Gates, Clyde 
Geiger, William 
Gerlach, Louis 
Gilloolv, William A. 
Gill, Leon 
Gimber, Bertha 
Ginn, Charles R. 
Godwin, Lloyd 
Goetting, Hugo 
Gower. G.P. & Dorothea 
Grace, Otto T. 
Graeff, Evert 
Graham, Vincent 
Greene, W.B. & Genevieve 
Green, Ford 
Grogg, Gordon C. 
Gutermuth, Clarence 
Hall, James 
Hampton, William 
Harris, Tom 
Hartman, Rudy 
Havens, George 

Hayer, Homer, Jr. 
Heisner. Floyd 
Herschbach, George 
Holland. Lawrence 
Holland. Virail 
Holmstedt. Rav 
Hopp, George & Anna 
Hughes, Edward 
Hughey, Raymond 
Hughey, Willard 
Ihle, Joseph C. 
Illig, Henry 
Imhoff, Clinton 
Ingersoll, James R. 
Johnson, Maggie 
Joiner, Everett 
Jones, James 
Jones, Wilbert 
Keim, William J. 
Keller, Leland 
Keller. Melvin 
Kempfer, Russell 
Keroly, Viola 
King, Hallie 
Klein, H.J. 
Kloepper, Henry 
Kmucha, Frank J. 
Knipp, Roland 
Kohlhaas, George 
Kornado. Tonie 
Kraft, Henry 
Kuhnert, Carl 
Lankford, Roy 
Latta, Cliff 
Lawrence, Otto 
Layne. Eva 
Leeman, Harvey 
Leich, Mary C. 
Lewis, Finis 
Linders, Vernon 
Lindsey, Robert 
Link, Melvin 
Little Grassy Boat Docks 
Loos, Reuben 
Loyd, L.V. & Jane 
Mabe, Vernon 
Mainer, Claude 
Manor, R.J. & Betty 
Maragni, Ceasor 
Marcinkowski, Roger 
Markotay, John 
Marr, George F. 
Martin, James 
Mattingly, Joseph 
Maul, George F. 
Maxedon, Ted Donald 
Maxwell, J.F. & Bes 
McCaleb, Lawrence 
McFadden, Clarence 
McGregor, John E. 
McGuigan, John T. 
McKinney, Cleth 
McLean, Richard 

Meyerhoff, Omer 
Mifflin, Joe 
Miller, Leory 
Minshall, William 
Mitchell. Cecil 
Moore. Thelma 
Morgan, Cline 
Morgenstern, Karl 
Moss, Russel 
Neace, Walter 
Neal, W.T. & Helen 
Needham, Howard 
Nevill, Fillis 
Newberry, Joe 
Newton, Curtis 
Norton, Paul 
No. Bend Pentecostal Chur 
O'Daniell, Amos 
Ogle, Stanley 
Orsburn, William H. 
Parker. J.B. & Carol F. 
Patrick, George 
Phelps, Theodore 
Pierceall, Thomas 
Pinkerton, Charles 
Potter, James 
Prater, Howard 
Priebe, Eugene 
Prince, Arthur 
Provell, Willim J. 
Pulcher, August 
Qualls, Charles E. 
Qualls, John 
Qualls, Oscar 
Quinlivan, James 
Rayaum, Lawrence 
Ray, Virgil & Mary 
Reeder, Henry 
Reeder, Robert 
Reed, Edward V. 
Reese, John 
Reeves, Milton 
Reinhardt, Harvey 
Rensmon, George 
Rhvne, Frank 
Richardson, Ray 
Risley, John 
Robertson, Randall 
Robertson, R.V. & Majori 
Rodgers, Russell 
Ross, Virgil 
Rowan, William 
Rull, Charles 
Runge, Roy 
Russell, Boby Joe & Delor 
Sargent, Thomas 
Schenk, Henry E. 
Schmidt, Leo J. 
Schnaare, Gene 
Schuelter, William E. 
Schwartzkopf, Cecil 
Schwarz, Evert L. 
Shackleton, Delmar 

Shannon, Thomas 
Shemwell, B.E. & Ethel 
Shingar, John 
Sickler, Charles 
Sills. Earl & Ruth 
Simmons. James 
Sims, Leroy 
Skidmore, Riley 
Skrabel, Edmund 
Smith, Frank 
Smith, Joe 
Smith, Kenneth 
Smith, Loyd 
Smith, Roger 
Snider, Jimmie 
Snyder, James L. 
Stalorites, Joe 
Stearns, Robert 
Steinert, Fred 
Stevens, Lavern 
Stivers. Alfred 
Sykes, Ralph 
Talbert, Gladys 
Taylor, John 
Taylor, Joseph 
Trierweiler, John 
Truenow, George 
Turner, William 
Uhe, Charle W. 
Underwood. William 
Ury, C.L. & Martha 
Valeo, Evelyn 
Vandergraph, George 
Vanover, Ben 
Vaughn, Harold G. 
Viner, Jack 
Vosse, Albert Jr. 
Wafford, Edgar 
Wganer, Paul & Laurinda 
Wahlman, Edwin 
Waldron, Leo L. 
Waldron, Ronald 
Walker, Elvia 
Walker, Sam L. 
Wallace, Herman 
Welshans, Charles 
Weston, Orpha 
Wettig, Otto 
White, Charles 
White, John A. 
Wiebusch, Arnold 
Wingerter, Leo 
Winget, John 
Winterberg, Albert 
Winters, Jim 
Wisely, John 
Wohlwend, Edgar 
Wolter, Louis 
Wood, Fred 
Worthen, Fred & Ruby 
Zinke, William 

If you contact Diane about a deceased member 
and they received electric service from our 
Cooperative after 1970, additional capital credits 
may be available for refund through the Capital 
Credit Estate Refunds. The date of death is needed 

to process these refunds. 
Providing this information when you call will 

expedite processing the refund. Thank you for 
your continued cooperation in finding these 
members. 

Office closing Our offices will be closed on Monday, May 30, in observance 
of Memorial Day. 
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with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

RIGHT-OF-WAY MAINTENANCE 
It is that time of year when we increase our 

right-of-way maintenance activities, so you may 
see our crews or a contractor’s crew working in 
your area. We do tree trimming and brush cutting 
on a year around basis, but during the summer 
months we also do spraying and clearing with a 
brush cutting machine. While some of our main¬ 
tenance practices are probably not acceptable to 
all our members and a few members may not 
like any of our maintenance practices, we try to 
operate a program that will get the job done at a 
cost the membership can afford. 

We have approximately 2,000 miles of line to 
maintain and, out of that total, approximately 
1,700 are overhead lines. Our system stretches 
from south of New Athens to 1-57 south of Marion, 
a distance of about 80 miles, and many of the 
property lines and road right-of-ways have trees 
or brush growing on them. In view of the size of 
the maintenance problem, it simply is not feasible 
to let trees and brush grow unchecked under the 
lines and then attempt to maintain service to our 
members by hand trimming. 

Strictly from a cost standpoint, the cheapest 
way to maintain right-of-ways is to keep them 
completely clear through spraying and mechani¬ 
cal clearing with a brush mowing machine. That 
is the cheapest way, but we know that it is not 
realistic to think that you are going to allow us to 
clear all the trees in your yard that are close to the 
power lines. We will trim the trees in your yard, 
but in return we ask that before you plant a new 
tree, you visualize it being 30 or 40 feet tall and 
then plant it in a location where it will not grow 
into the power line. Also, if there are trees or brush 
in the line that really do not contribute to the 
beauty or value of your property, please consider 
letting us take them down so that we do not have 

the ongoing trimming costs. 
Right-of-way maintenance is something that we 

would rather not do, but it is essential in order to 
provide reliable service to you. I personally believe 
that we have made a lot of progress in the last 10 
years in improving the reliability of your electric 
service and we want to maintain that record. If you 
will work with us when we contact you about 
doing right-of-way maintenance on your property, 
it will help maintain your electric service as well 
as your neighbors. It is our policy to contact all 
property owners before we do right-of-way main¬ 
tenance work and discuss our plans with them. 
Even though our easements grant us certain 
rights with regard to right-of-way maintenance, 
we believe it is better to keep the member in¬ 
formed and in most cases we can agree as to what 
needs to be done. 

We have done a lot of right-of-way maintenance 
in the last 10 years and I would be remiss in not 
saying that the cooperation and assistance we 
have received from the membership has been 
tremendous. Without your help, we would not 
have been able to accomplish as much as we have. 

NATURAL GAS 
The natural gas industry is making a big effort 

to promote their product at this time and they are 
making a big deal out of gas being friendly to the 
environment and that they have large supplies of 
gas. You get the impression that if we all converted 
everything to gas, our problems would be over. 
While we may be slightly prejudiced, we in the 
electric industry do not think that is necessarily 
so. 

The claim is made that there are adequate 
supplies for the future, but many estimates 
seem to be based on present consumption levels. 
Obviously, if everything converts to gas, con¬ 
sumption will increase dramatically and the 
years of future reserves will decrease just as 
dramatically. Just as we have pumped a big share 
of our oil reserves out of the ground, so will we 
deplete the sources of natural gas. I forget a lot of 
things, but my memory is not so bad that I do not 
remember that during the oil embargo we were 
suddenly short of natural gas and you had to wait 

(Continued on page 12b) 
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Nominating Committee appointed 
To: Members of Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 

Pursuant to the By-Laws of the Cooperative and 
in compliance with the United States Department 
of Agriculture Rural Electrification Administration 
Revised Bulletin 20-19, notice is hereby given to 
the members of the Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association that the Cooperative will hold its 56th 
annual meeting of its members on Thursday 
evening August 4, 1994, at 7:30 p.m., in the 
Steeleville American Legion meeting room located 
on the west side of town and a block south of 
Broadway. 

Notice is further given that the terms of office 
of directors Hubert L. Chapman, Carbondale; 
Dale A. Smith, Cutler; and John E. Steele, 
Campbell Hill, will expire at said annual meeting. 

Notice is further given that the board of direc¬ 
tors of the Cooperative have appointed the fol¬ 
lowing named persons as a nominating committee: 

Robert D. Bigham 
Chester L. Brown 
Mary Nell Chew 
John C. Edgar 
Stuart Langrehr 
Melvin Paul 
Leonard Priebe 
Mike Robison 
William T. Schrader 

Pinckneyville 
Rockwood 
Carbondale 
Ava 
Evansville 
Marissa 
Campbell Hill 
Hurst 
Pinckneyville 

Notice is further given that the above nomi¬ 
nating committee will meet at the Steeleville office 

of the Cooperative, located at the west edge of 
Steeleville, Illinois, on Tuesday, June 14, 1994, 
at 8 p.m., for the purpose of nominating can¬ 
didates for election to the board of directors, and 
that all members interested may attend said 
meeting and participate. 

The by-laws also provide that the nominating 
committee, upon making their nominations, shall 
prepare and post at the office of the Cooperative, 
at least 30 days before the annual meeting, a list 
of nominations for directors. 

The by-laws further provide that any 15 or more 
members may make other nominations in writing 
over their signature not less than 25 days prior to 
the meeting. Additional nominations may be 
made from members at the meeting. 

The by-laws provide that each active member 
shall be entitled to one vote upon each matter sub¬ 
mitted to a vote at the meeting of the members 
and that proxy voting is prohibited. 

A member having questions regarding the 
above proceedings may contact any officer or 
member of the board of directors for clarification 
or further information. 

Copies of the by-laws of the Cooperative are 
available and can be obtained at the Cooperative 
offices located at Steeleville and Murphysboro, or 
mailed to you upon your request. 

Respectfully submitted, 
John E. Steele, Secretary 

(Continued from page 12a) 
in line to get a gas permit if you wanted to build 
a new house. I know, because I built a new house 
in Decatur in 1978 and I had to wait my turn to 
get a permit. I do not know if there was an actual 
shortage of gas or just a shortage of cheap gas, but 
15 years ago we were told there wasn’t enough to 
go around. The other thing to bear in mind is that 
every time we have a real cold spell, the first thing 

you hear is that the gas companies are inter¬ 
rupting service to their commercial customers 
because they do not have pipeline capacity. They 

say, of course, that they won’t do that to residen¬ 
tial customers but if their market grows substan¬ 
tially and they don’t build new pipelines, where 
is the capacity for everyone during the peak need 
periods? 

We in the electric industry believe that we have 
a product that is both reliable and safe and it is 
clean to use in your homf There is no flame or 

flue, temperatures are moi constant and I have 
never heard of anyone being vercome with car¬ 
bon monoxide or having their house blown up by 
a heat pump. 

5§ Office closing 
Our offices will be closed on Monday, 

July 4, in observance of Independence Day. 

AUGUST 
S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 © 5 6 
7 8 9 10 VI 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31 

Mark your calendars!!! 
Annual Meeting, Thursday, August 4 
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Do you know 
A general retirement of capital credits was 

issued for the years 1953 to 1967. The following 
people had service with Egyptian Electric during 
those years and have since left our service lines. 
We have no current address for them. We will be 

these people? 
printing lists for the next several months in hopes 
of reaching these people. 

If you have information pertaining to these 
people or their heirs, contact or have them con¬ 
tact Diane at 618-965-3434. 

Abrams, Sherwin F. 
Addison, Cordell 
Agrico Co. 
Aldridge, Paul 
Allen, Harry C. 
Allen Jack 
Allen, John S. 
Alstat, Glenn 
Armstrong, Tommie 
Artcraft Sign Service 
Asbury, Irene 
Baalmann, Anton 
Bailey, Daniel 
Baird, Howard M. 
Baker, James 
Bardo, Freddie V. 
Bartley Kenneth 
Bastien, William 
Beasley, Louis E. 
Bedwell, Clyde R. 
Bell & Zoller Coal Company 
Bening, Leonard 0. 
Betts, Charles 
Bigham, Cecil & Myrtle 
Bishop, Quitman 
Blanton, J.C. 
Boone, John 
Bost, John 
Bova, Lexie 
Bower, Ralph C. 
Bradford, Jim 
Brandon, George 
Brand, Willis 
Broshears, Lee 
Brown, Lloyd 
Brown, William A. 
Buch, Walter 
Bulliner, Archie 
Bunte, Arthur E. 
Burnside Joseph 
Burns, J.M. 
Butler, Robert 
Byer, Reuben E. 
Caldwell, Isaac T. 
Cannon, Rosie 
Carney, Samuel T. 
Carwile, Russell 
Cathcart, James 
Cato, Leon 
Chamness, Andrian 
Chamness, Ray L. 
Chance, Joe 
Chandler, O.S. & Elma 
Chardwick, Kenneth 
Claussen, Charles A. 
Coleman, Ray 
Collins, Charles 
Coulson, George 
Covey, Donald 
Cremeens, Max 
Crenshaw, John 
Crouse, George 
Curten, Dale 
Daniels, J.B. 

Davis, John R. & Agnes M. 
Dawson, C.W. & Geraldine 
Depew, C.A. & Beulah 
Dial, James 
Dickerson, Lovel 
Dickhaut, Jacob 
Dilday, Henry E. 
Dillinger, Bert 
Doolin, Wilbur 
Draves, Arvel 
Draves, Edward 
Dueker, Walter 
Easton, Calvin 
Eaton, Pons N. & Myrtle M. 
Eddy, Joseph L. 
Eggemeyer, Alice E. 
Elders, Richard 
Ellner, John 
Emery, Berse 
Epplin, Aloysuis 
Etherton, Earl 
Ettling, Ed 
Farthing, Dale 
Ferrato, Charles 
Fey, James 
Finamore, Frank 
Flether, Gean 
Foster, Chester 
Fowler, Lester 
Fox, Blanchard 
Freeman and Reed 
French, Harold 
Frey, T.P. & Effie 
Fricke, Kenneth 
Frischkorn, Earl 
Frost, George 
Funk, George B. 
Gajewski, Frank 
Gallington, Ralph 
Garner, Jess 
Gasser, Harvey 
Gearhart, Raymond 
Gendron, Bill 
Glenn, Ernest E. 
Glenn, James 
Glotfelty, William 
Glover, William 
Goodall, Robert 
Gooden, James P. 
Goss, L.D. & Wanda 
Guetersloh, Roger 
Guetersloh, Roy 
Hagen, Albert 
Hagen, Roy A. 
Hairgrove, J.A. 
Hall, Frank 
Hand, Lyle E. 
Hanke, Ferdinand 
Hawley,’ Eugene 
Heal, Holbert 
Heine, Kenneth 
Heiple, Glen 
Helton, Clifton 
Henley, Leland E. 

Henson, G.L., Jr. & Vero 
Heob, Oliver 
Hickam, G.C. & Effie 
Hickam, Merle 
Higgerson, Lawrence & Delores 
Hoeffken, Paul W. 
Holdener, Fred 
House, Fred 
Housley, W.W. & Nora 
Huegely Grain Co. Res. 
Huffstutler, Robert 
Huggins, Vallie 
Hunter, Almore 
Huppert, E.C., Jr., & Virginia 
lllig, Henry 
Ittensohn, Eugene A. & Lois C. 
Jacob, William J. 
James, Frank 
Jatho, Jake 
Jenkins, James 
Johnson, Earnest 
Johnson, Lloyd A. 
Jones, Sam 
Junk, Raymond 
Kahne, Paul, Jr. 
Kane, Kenneth 
Kelley, R.D. & Geraldine 
Kennelly, Albert 
Keough, E.J. & Edith 
Kerr Grocery 
Kidd, Randall 
Kilman, William T. 
Kimzey, Lester 
Kirby, William Shelton 
Klepzig, Joe 
Knope, Kenneth 
Knowles, William 
Korando, Grover and Geneva 
Koudelda, Don 
Kranz, George 
Krusa, Edward 
Kuehn, Edgar 
Kueker, Harold 
Lacy, William 
Langford, Raymond 
Lauf, Herman 
Leach, Harry D. 
Leezy, Edward 
Lee, John S. 
Lehman, James W. 
Lehman, John 
Lemke, Claude 
Lence, Robert 
Levan, James, Jr. 
Lewis, Kermit 
Lewis, Robert 
Lindsey, Melvin, Jr. 
Little, John 
Loehr, James J. 
Long, Herbert 
Lowe, William 
Lueck, Otto C. 
Magerkurth, Rich 
Magerkurth, Roy 

Mansker, Vernon 
Marks, Wilburn 
Marler, Owen 
Marlie, William 
Marshall, Robert 
Martin, Dale & Sarah 
Martin, Glenn A. 
Mayer, Esther 
McCarey, Frank 
McCormack, Elmer 
McCormick, Eugene 
McCrary, Dean 
McCree, Frank 
McCullagh, Robert P. 
McDonough, Bernell 
McKinney, Marion 
McKown, John C. 
Medcalf, Murray 
Meggs, Jesse W. 
Meyer, George H. 
Mifflin, Don 
Milligan, Marion 
Minton, Joe 
Moehrs, Clarence 
Mollett, Robert 
Morgan, Perry 
Moroni, Joe 
Morrison, Edward 
Morris, Earl W. 
Morris, Joe 
Mueller, Edward 
Mulholland, Allen 
Mulholland, Aden 
Mulling, S.S. 
Murray, Dallas 
Myers, Sidney 
Neely, James 
Niemeyer, Vernon 
Ohms, Bernice 
OMalley, John, Mrs. 
Palmer, J.B. & Malinda 
Pautler, Leland 
Pearson, Donald 
Penland, Lloyd E. 
Peterson, John W. 
Phillips, Verlyn 
Pierceall, Joseph 
Pigott, R.L. 
Pleasants, Robert 
Pogue, Floyd & Beatrice 
Presswood, Bill 
Preston, Byron R. 
Pulos, George 
Qualls, Harvey 
Qualls, Howard 
Ragle, John E. 
Red Barn 
Reeves, Norman 
Reichert, W. Walter 
Robertson, Rex 
Robert, Dean 
Robinson, Elmore 
Rogers, Herbert 
Ruroede, Edward 

Rushing, Hadley 
Rust, Ed 
Salger, Herbert 
Schaller, Lloyd 
Schnepel, Adolph 
Scott, Tom 
Seabolt, William 
Sevening, Charles & Mae 
Shehorn, Earl 
Shelton, Clyde 
Shemoney, Bernard 
Sickler, Therlow 
Siefert, Charles 
Sinningson, Elmer 
Skidmore, Walter 
Smith, Floyd 
Smith, Thomas 
Snow, Robert D. 
Snyder, Fritz D. 
Spradling, Lyman 
Stanard, Stillman J. 
Stegmann, Herbert 
Stein, Gus 
Stengel, Leo W. 
Stephens, Mary 
Stocks, Ted 
Stone, Henry 
Stuart, Lloyd 
Sulser, Burnell 
Swain, C.K. & Karen 
Theobald, William 
Thies, Robert 
Thompson, Fred H. 
Thompson, Raymond 
Thompson, W.L. & Myrtle 
Tippey, Troy 
Todd, Norman 
Treece, Chester 
Tucker, Carl 
Ulrich, Susie 
Vogler, Richard 
Volpert, S.W. & Raehleen 
Wagoner, K.F. & Faye 
Walker, Jonah 
Walta, Albert 
Wamsley, Kenneth 
Warwick, John W. 
Weberling, Oliver 
Wilkerson, Willard 
Williamson, Kate 
Williams, Albert 
Williams, Harrison 
Williams, Homer 
Williams, O.A. & Jacqueline 
Williams, Ronald 
Wills, Elvertis 
Witt, Gustav 
Wright, Beatrice 
Young, Lula 
Yung, Meta 
Zeigler, Ogle 
Zobrest, Howard T. 
Zweigart, Gus 

If you contact Diane about a deceased member 
and they received electric service from our 
Cooperative after 1970, additional capital credits 
may be available for refund through the Capital 
Credit Estate Refunds. The date of death is needed 

to process these refunds. 
Providing this information when you call will 

expedite processing the refund. Thank you for 
your continued cooperation in finding these 
members. 
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Youth Day participants 
Wednesday, April 13th, was "Illinois Rural Electric and Telephone Youth Day," a chance for 275 downstate 
Illinois students and chaperones to get a close-up look at state government in action. Ten area students 
representing Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association met with Senator Ralph Dunn and Representatives 
Terry Deering and Gerald "Jerry" Hawkins at the State Capitol in Springfield. Also during the day, the 
group toured the Capitol and met with Governor Jim Edgar. Guest speaker during a noon luncheon for the 
group was State Representative Dan Rutherford of Pontiac. In the afternoon the students also toured the 
Old State Capitol, the Illinois Supreme Court and Lincoln's home and neighborhood. Pictured are, front from 
left: Representative Hawkins, Katie Young of Carbondale, Angela Howell of Coulterville, Augusta Williams 
of Sparta, Suzanne Sauer of Murphysboro, Tanya Wilson of Murphysboro and Katie Diehl of Baldwin. Behind 
them, from left, are: Bryce Cramer, chaperone from Egyptian Electric, Andrew Jackson of Murphysboro, Nathan 
Winner of Carbondale, Aaron Pederson of Murphysboro, Michael Desai of Carbondale, and Brenda Cleland, 
chaperone from Egyptian Electric. The day-long activities were sponsored by the electric and telephone 
cooperatives of Illinois. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 

2. Check your meter pole. If you have 
breakers, make sure they are in the ‘‘on’’ 
position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with your 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Monday through Friday) call the office 
number nearest you: Steeleville 965-3434 

or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
After office hours: Steeleville area — 

Call 1-800-606-1505 
Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take 

emergency calls after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

your map, section and house (or locat.) 
number as found on your billing 
statement. 
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Egyptia n  
 Messenger_^ 

The Egyptian Messenger, published by the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association, 
with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBERS 
As most of you are aware of by now, we have 

been making retirements of capital credits to our 
members for a number of years. We initially re¬ 
tired capital credits to estates and two years ago 
we started to make general retirements. For the 
past year we have been publishing names of 
former members and asking your help in locating 
them or their heirs. We have spent a great deal of 
time trying to match up the right people with the 
right account and have concluded that we need 
to make some changes to make things easier in 
the years ahead. 

Since the start of the cooperative, it has been 
our practice to assign a certificate number to each 
new member and that number is unique to that 
person. The numbers are assigned in the order 
that the person became a member of the coop¬ 
erative and no number is reused. Thus, the first 
person signed up as a member was given number 
one and today we are assigning numbers in the 
54,000 range. With that many numbers having 
been issued, it means that approximately 45,000 
have left the system over the years and it leaves 
us with quite a task to find these members years 
later and to match up the right person with the 
right account. 

Two situations create the most problems for 
us in identifying the correct owner of a capital 
credit account and they are identical names and 
name changes due to death or divorce. With 
54,000 names to deal with, there are a number of 
identical names and 20 years down the road it 
can get rather confusing, especially if an estate is 
involved. In the case of a widow remarrying or a 
single woman getting married or remarried after 
a divorce, it can get to be quite an involved pro¬ 
cess to return capital credits to the rightful owner. 

After reviewing our entire process, we have 
decided that the most accurate system would be 
to tie our certificate numbers and capital credit 
records to a number that is unique to each per¬ 
son and never changes over his lifetime. That 
number is, of course, each person's social secu¬ 
rity number. Once we have every member’s so¬ 
cial security number entered into our record 
system, future capital credit retirements will be 
simplified tremendously and there will be little 
chance of error. 

Years ago we would not have had the capabil¬ 
ity to cross reference files and to search for files 
using different identifying factors, but today’s 
computers have changed all that and we can ac¬ 
cess a member’s account in a number of ways. 
The only thing we have to make sure of is that we 
have the right member and the most fool proof 
method is by social security number. 

For a number of years we have been requiring 
social security numbers from all new members 
and those numbers are in our record system. Sev¬ 
eral years ago we also sent out cards with billing 
packets and asked that the members send us back 
their social security numbers. A substantial num¬ 
ber of cards were returned, but we still lack num¬ 
bers for a large part of our current members and 
we will be making an effort to obtain them. Thus, 
you can expect that during the coming months 
we will be asking you for your numbers if we do 
not already have them. 

Please be assured that your social security 
number is confidential with us and we do not 
share that information with anyone. We, in fact, 
do not share any account information with any¬ 
one. We have been approached by companies that 
would like our address list for direct marketing, 
but we will not make it available, not even to our 
own national association. Our position is that our 
files are private and if they want to contact you, 
they can take out a paid ad in this magazine. 

If you receive a request from us for a social 
security number, please do not view it as an inva¬ 
sion of your privacy. Rather, view it as an attempt 
by us to ensure that down the road you or your 
heirs will receive the capital credits to which you 
are entitled. With your cooperation we can accom¬ 
plish that goal with the least amount of time and 
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effort on our part. 
Capital credit retirements 

We are just about to the end of publishing the 
names of the 3,000 people we could not locate 
when we made the general retirement of capital 
credits. With each subsequent year that we re¬ 
tire, there will be more members we cannot find 
and we will be publishing more names. However, 
the number should be considerably less because 

Office closing 
Monday, July 4, 

Independence Day 

of the addresses we are accumulating this time 
around. 

Overall, our success rate in finding members 
off the published lists is between 50 and 60 per¬ 
cent. I think that is great, considering how far back 
we went, and that success rate is entirely due to 
your help. We hope you will continue to maintain 
your interest and help us out with future lists as 
well. 

Reminder 
Annual Meeting 

Thursday, August 4 

BE THERE! 

Do you know these people? 
A general retirement of capital credits was is¬ 

sued for the years 1953 to 1967. The following 
people had service with Egyptian Electric during 
those years and have since left our service lines. 
We have no current address for them. We will be 

printing lists for the next several months in hopes 
of reaching these people. 

If you have information pertaining to these 
people or their heirs, contact or have them con¬ 
tact Diane at 618-965-3434. 

Aitken. Earl V. 
Allen, Clark Lee 
Alpha Asphalt Co. 
Alstat, Amelia 
Anderson, Loren 
Arbelter, Walter 
Arbogast, Ed W. 
Arendell, Raymond 
Arnold, Rick 
Bagell, Ernest 
Bagwell, Fern 
Barber, Alex 
Barczewski, Barney 
Barr, Dwight 
Batson, R.H. 
Beauchamp, Clare 
Beck, George, Sr. 
Benline, Foscoe 
Bennett, Billie 
Berry, Ida 
Bird Cage, Inc. 
Blackwelder, Richard E. 
Blewett, Sue 
Bolen, Billy M. 
Brown, J.A. 
Brown, Leo J. 
Brown, Robert 
Bruckerhoff, N.H. 
Bruns, George 
Biyant, Roye R. 
Buatte, Audrey 
Bumann, Clifford 
Bunte, Raymond 
Burke, Elizabeth 
Burlingame, Joe 
Bums, David L. 
Buser, Robert & Betty 
Butcher, George 
Chamness, Marcel 
Chamness, Wiley 
Chapman, Charles E. 
Chapman, Robert 

Plains Leasing Co. 
Chrisman, W.H. & Delores 
Cicardi, James P. 
Cleiman, Don 
Cohen, William H. 
Cooper, Bryan K. 
Copple, James L. 
Cowsert, William 
Crab Orchard Construction Co. 
Crab Orchard Court Sign 
Grays, Jack B. 
Crippen, George 
Crowell, Thomas 
Cunningham Electric Company 
Davidson, Jack 
Davison, William I. 
Deming, John Paul 
Denmark Belli Project 
Derousse, Gerald 
Deterding Brothers 
Devils Kitchen Project 
Doceker, Elmer H. 
Doctorman, A.P. 
Doerr, Delmar G. 
Donagher, Alexander 
Dom, C.R 
Doty, Lester 
Doza, Clifford J. & Mary 
Dudgeon, Eugene 
Dunham, Claude E. 
Earnest, Orvin 
Edgar, Gill 
England, Nolan 
Enzenauer, Anna 
Etherton, Richard 
Evans, Ray 
Evers, Helen 
Falmier, Fred 
Feirich, James M. 
Ferrari, James 
Ferrell, Ronald D. 
Fielding, James 

Fink, Allen 
Fishe, Gerald R. 
Fortner, D.C. & Phyllis 
Fraley Bros. Coal 
Fricke, James O. 
Frier, David A. 
Fulford, John 
Galloway, Robert 
Galum Creek Farm 
Gardner, John C. 
George, Bill 
Givens, James 
Givens, Robert 
Glover, Leonard 
Glubb, Charles E., Jr. & Janet 
Gray, Ralph 
Gray, Weldon 
Griffin, Archie 
Grosch, Ervin 
Groves, Billie E. 
Guebert, Delmar 
Guetersloh, Howard 
Hale, Leland 
Hale, Lester 
Hale, Walter 
Hane, Gene 
Harris, Janet K. 
Harsha, Theo 
Hatridge, George 
Horsley, N.W. 
Hedgecock, Rex 
Henderson, George 
Hentis, Vernon 
Hepp, Martin 
Hickam, Virgil 
Hill, Alton D. 
Hines, GUbert & Joyce 
Hodge, E.P. & Minnie Mae 
Holcomb, Lester 
Holcomb, Paul R. 
Holmes, John A. 
Hood, Charles 

Hough, Eldred W. 
Howe, Harold D. 
Howell Engineering 
Huffstutler, Carl 
Hutchings, Virgil 
I.O.O.F. Camp—Grassy Lake 
Jackson County 4H 
Jackson County School 
Jackson, R. Dale 
Johnson, Ray 
Johnson, Ray A. 
Johnston, Otis 
Jokerst, Leroy H. & Carol 
Jones, Bobby & Fay 
Kane, Elmo 
Kellogg Dock Co. 
Kempfer, Leroy 
Knop, Lawrence 
Koen, Lester 
Korando, Theresa 
Korte, Erv 
Kranawetter, Herman 
Krupp, Elvis 
Lake, Clarence 
Lakeland School District 95 
Lauer, Elmer 
Lautz, George 
Layman, Alfred 
Leaton, James W. 
Ledbetter, William 
Lee, Ray 
Limpus Realty 
Lindsey, William 
Lindwedel, August 
Lister, Donald D. 
Lofink, Charles E. 
Luedeman, Harold 
Lynch, Alan J. 
Magary, Robert L. 
Mainline Coal Co. 
Malony, W.R. & Evelyn F. 
Marmaduke, Virginia L. 
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Marten, Charles Ownes, Dewey Russell, Lloyd L. Sulzer, Edward S. 
Maulding, Richard R Partlow. Robert Sachs Electric Taylor, Walter W. 
McBride, Lon Perry, Earnest Sanders. William Thorpe, Donald 
McCann & Co. Perry, George E. Sarver, Lloyd Throop. George 
McClintock, John Petraitis, Joe Sauerhage, Ernest L. Thrush, Tom 
McCormick, Georgia Phemister, James Schoedienst, Stel Tomich, Mike 
McCormick, Oliver Phillips, Henry Schueline, Ella Mae Triangle Construction 
McDaniel, Jack Fillers, William Schuetz, Glenn Court Sign 
McDermott, Lloyd Pirates Cove, Inc. Schumaier, Gene Tucker. Robert 
McDonald, Hany Priddy, Robert Segelhorst, Harold U.S. Army Corps 
McGee, Ray Rader, Jake Shawnee Sporting United Barge Co. 
McIntyre, Francis Rahn, Norman Shear, Ellis M. Verseman, Roger 
McKellips, Marvin Ravenstein, Ted Shelton. B.C.. Jr. Ward, Clarence 
McQuay, Lillian Reagan, W.P. & Mary Siefert, Joe Wasson, Jennie 
Meredith, Gather Rednour, Donald Smith, Calvin Webster, Leroy 
Messer, Emergy Rednour, William A. Smith, Clude Whipkey, Robert 
Michael, George Reibel, June Smith, Nelson White, Burrell 
Miller, James R Reid, Daryl W. Sneddon, Manford Williams, Cloyde R. 
Monroe, Charles Reid. Edgar M. Snider, Tilman Williams, Paul 
Monsanto Chemical Rendleman, John So. 111. Livestock Wilson, Biff 
Morefield, Lee Renner, Fred Sponsler, Leo Wilson, Roy L. 
Morgan, M.E. & Rachel C. Reynolds, Phillip Sroka, Joe Wilson, Troy 
Morganthaler, Raymond & Pat Richter, E.W. Stafford, Gene Wilson, Walter 
Morrison, Lynn A. Rieckenberg, Alfred & Hulda Steams, James Winsor, Donald L. 
Morrison, Patricia Rieckenberg, Herman C. Steams, Virgil Winters, Charles 
Naeger, Cletus B. Robinson, Donald Stellhom, Paul Wires, Alva 
Nalley, A^A. & Ruth Robinson, Freeman Stephens, CA. & Marcia Wise, Gerald A. 
Neighbors, Clyde Robinson, Mabel Stephens. Edgar Wittenbrink, R 
Neimeyer, Adolph Roedersheimer, Daisy Stevens, Lester Yearian, Fred 
Newbanks. James Rogers, James W. Stevenson, Milton & Nancy Young, Breve 
Nordbert, Leo E. Ross, Bernard Stewart, Howard Young, Dayve L. 
Norris Wallace Ross, Ted Stilley, Sammi Yow, James 
Odum. Jay K. Rossiter, Lewis Stout Cleo T. Zerban, Fred 
Orth. Anna Russell Construction Co. Stout Sam 

If you contact Diane about a deceased mem¬ 
ber and they received electric service from our 
Cooperative after 1970, additional capital cred¬ 
its may be available for refund through the Capi¬ 
tal Credit Estate Refunds. The date of death is 

needed to process these refunds. Providing this 
information when you call will expedite process¬ 
ing the refund. Thank you for your continued co¬ 
operation in finding these members. 

At work, at play 
stay safe outdoors. 

Summer’s here! While you work and 
play outdoors during the summer 
months, keep in mind a few safety tips, 
such as: 

• When power lines are nearby, 
use wooden or fiberglass ladders — 
not metal. 

• Never use an electric mower on wet 
grass. 

• Fly kites with dry string only; never 
fly kites or model airplanes near power 
lines. 

• Tell children to stay away from 
utility substation fences and pad- 
mounted transformers. 

Make electrical safety part of your daily routine. And, cpntact us for more 
guidelines to help you work and play safely all summer long. 
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Board president Archie Hamilton and manager Harry Kuhn are pictured with the six grand prize winners 
of the cooperative’s 1994 “Youth to Washington” essay contest. From left are: Hamilton, Aaron Pederson, 
Michael Desai, Tanya Wilson, Katie Young, Nathan Winner, Andrew Jackson and Kuhn. 

Youth to Washington Tour 
winners 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 
(EECA) held its 1994 “Youth to Washington” final 
presentation banquet April 25 in the Old Main 
Room of the Southern Illinois University Student 
Center in Carbondale. In attendance were essay 
contest participants, their parents, teachers and 
EECA directors and management and spouses. 
Following dinner, the 10 contest semifinalists gave 
oral presentations of their essays and were scored 
by three judges. The six first-place winners all of 
whom will receive all-expense paid trips to Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., from June 17-24 are: Michael Desai, 

selected 
Nathan Winner and Katie Young, Carbondale: and 
Andrew Jackson, Aaron Pederson and Tanya Wil¬ 
son, Murphysboro. Participating on the program 
from EECA were contest coordinator Bryce 
Cramer, general manager Harry Kuhn and board 
president Archie Hamilton. Judges were Ed Crowe, 
Randolph County economic development director; 
Dr. Sue Kohler, coordinator of regional research 
and service at SIU-C; and Don Wood, director of 
government relations at the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have break¬ 
ers, make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your 
neighbors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Mon¬ 
day through Friday) call the office number 
nearest you: Steeleville 965-3434 or 

Murphysboro 684-2143. 
After office hours: Steeleville area — Call 

1-800-606-1505 
Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take emer¬ 

gency calls after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers your 
map, section and house (or locat.) number 
as found on your billing statement. 
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Egyptian ^ 
 Messenger—^ 

The Egyptian Messenger, published by the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association, 
with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

Invitation to the 
annual meeting 
from the 
board of directors 

On behalf of the board of directors of Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative, I extend a personal invita¬ 
tion to attend your cooperative’s 56th annual meet¬ 
ing. The meeting will be held at Steeleville’s Ameri¬ 
can Legion Hall on Thursday, August 4, 1994. The 
hall is air-conditioned and has been very comfort¬ 
able the past annual meetings in spite of the sum¬ 
mer heat. 

Registration will began at 6 p.m., and each 
member registering will receive an attendance gift. 
All members registered by 7:30 p.m. will be in¬ 
cluded in the drawing for our 56th Anniversary 
prize, two grand prizes of $100 credits to an elec¬ 
tric bill, and 10 $20 credits to an electric bill. At 
the conclusion of the meeting, there will be a draw¬ 
ing for approximately 50 attendance prizes. As you 
can see, we are changing our format for the draw¬ 
ing. By doing it this way, a member can win only 
one prize. 

As in the past few years, we are planning a 
very short business meeting to conduct the nec¬ 
essary business affairs of the cooperative, and we 
will conclude the meeting with Jo Epping as our 
guest speaker. Additional information on Ms. 
Epping is included elsewhere in this section. Her 
presentation has been well received by area meet¬ 
ing groups, and I believe you will also enjoy her. 

From past experience, the most effective 
method of getting word to the members about the 
annual meeting is for those reading this announce¬ 
ment to tell others about the meeting. Please help 
us out and remind your friends and neighbors 
about the annual meeting. Better yet, bring them 
with you and let’s have a big turnout. This is your 
opportunity to participate in the operation of your 
cooperative, and we promise to keep the meeting 
short and get you home at a reasonably early hour. 

Archie Hamilton, President 
Board of Directors 

Official Notice 

Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative 
Association 

56th Annual Meeting 
August 4, 1994 7:30 p.m. 

American Legion Hall 
South Chester Street 

Steeleville, Illinois 

Action will be taken on the following 
matters: 
1. Report on the number of members 

present, in order to determine the exist¬ 
ence of a quorum. 

2. Reading of the notice of the meeting and 
proof of the due publication or mailing 
thereof, or the waiver or waivers of notice 
of the meeting as the case may be. 

3. Reading of unapproved minutes of previ¬ 
ous meeting of the members and the tak¬ 
ing of necessary action thereon. 

4. Presentation and consideration of reports 
of officers, trustees and committees. 

5. Election of board members. 
6. Proposed revision of by-laws. 
7. Unfinished business. 
8. New business. 
9. Adjournment. 

John E. Steele, Secretary 
Board of Directors 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 

3 

Official Notice 
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From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

ANNUAL MEETING 
It is annual meeting time again and the official 

notice for the meeting is printed in this section. It 
will be held on August 4, 1994, at the American 
Legion hall in Steeleville and the meeting starts at 
7:30 p.m. The doors open for registration at 6 p.m. 
For those of you who have never attended an an¬ 
nual meeting, the hall is air conditioned and we 
hold the business portion of the meeting to the ab¬ 
solute minimum required to conduct the business 
affairs of the cooperative, so why not plan to join 
us for a little while on August 4th. 

We are planning to have a display on the certi¬ 
fied comfort home program and one on the Direct 
Broadcast Satellite (DBS) television system. So if 
you arrive early, you may want to spend some time 
looking at them. Harrisonville Telephone Co. will 
have the display on DBS TV and the service is avail¬ 
able only to those who reside in Randolph County. 
Others may market the signal in the other coun¬ 
ties we serve, but at this time I do not know who 
they are. For those of you who are not familiar with 
direct broadcast TV, it is by satellite and it utilizes 
the small, stationary, 18-inch dish. I have not seen 

a demonstration of the system, but I am told that 
the reception is very good. So, if you live in 
Randolph County and would like to have TV chan¬ 
nels similar to cable TV, you might want to check 
out the display. 

Elsewhere in this section is biographical infor¬ 
mation on this year’s speaker, Jo Epping. She will 
put on a little different program than our past 
speakers have and I believe you will enjoy her. She 
has appeared at several functions in the area dur¬ 
ing the past year and was very well received, so I 
think you will be entertained with her presenta¬ 
tion. 

BYLAW CHANGE 
This year we are asking the membership to 

approve a change in the cooperative’s bylaws with 
regard to memberships. We are proposing that in 
the future all memberships will be joint member¬ 
ships where service is provided to a husband and 
wife, unless specifically requested otherwise in 
writing. Our primary reason for requesting this 
change is for the proper allocating and refunding 
of capital credits. We want to be as fair as possible 
when refunding capital credits and we want ev¬ 
eryone to receive their appropriate share. We be¬ 
lieve that joint memberships are the best approach 
to equitable refunding of capital credits and are 
asking for your approval of this change. Most of 
our memberships are joint now, so the change will 
not affect a great number of accounts. It will sim¬ 
ply have the bylaws require what most people are 
doing anyway. 

Six represent co-op on Youth Tour 
There were many highlights as six students 

representing Egyptian Electric Cooperative Asso¬ 
ciation spent a week in Washington, D.C., June 
17-24. The students, who met Congressman Jerry 
F. Costello of Belleville on Capitol Hill during the 
1994 Youth to Washington Tour, were among 63 
outstanding rural youth leaders from downstate 
Illinois who participated in the tour of the nation’s 
capital. 

The annual trip is sponsored by the electric 
and telephone cooperatives of Illinois. Egyptian 
representatives included Katie Young of 
Carbondale, Tanya Wilson of Murphysboro, An¬ 

drew Jackson of Murphysboro, Aaron Pederson of 
Murphysboro, Michael Desai of Carbondale and 
Nathan Winner of Carbondale. 

During the tour, which began with a visit to 
the Civil War battlefield at Gettysburg, Pa., the 
young people saw such points of interest as the 
Smithsonian museums. National Cathedral, U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Museum, Arlington National 
Cemetery, U.S. Supreme Court and many more of 
the capital’s monuments and memorials. The 
group also attended a performance at Ford’s The¬ 
ater and a reception at the Royal Embassy of Saudi 
Arabia. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neighbors 
to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday) call the office number nearest you: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 684-2143. 

After office hours: Steeleville area — Call 1 -800- 
606-1505 

Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 

calls after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers your map, 
section and house (or locat.) number as found on your 
billing statement. 
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Minutes of the Nominating Committee 
The Nominating Committee, in compliance with 

the by-laws of the Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association, met in Steeleville, Illinois, in the of¬ 
fice of the Cooperative, on June 14, 1994, at 8 p.m., 
to nominate candidates for the office of director of 
the Cooperative to serve for a three-year term and 
to be voted upon by the membership of the Coop¬ 
erative in its annual meeting to be held on August 
4, 1994, in the Steeleville American Legion Hall. 

Attorney William Broom opened the meeting 
by stating that the purpose of the Nominating Com¬ 
mittee is to nominate candidates for the office of 
director of the Cooperative, and that the terms of 
Mr. Hubert L. Chapman, Mr. Dale A. Smith, and 
Mr. John E. Steele were expiring this year. 

A roll call of the members of the Nominating 
Committee was taken, and all members were 
present. 

Attorney Broom stated that the first order of 
business would be to select a chairman and a sec¬ 
retary of the meeting. 

Mr. Michael Robison was duly selected as 
chairman of the Committee, and Mr. William 
Broom was selected as secretary of the meeting. 

The chairman requested the secretary to read 

Annua! meeting registration 
instructions: last name please 

The membership will be divided alphabeti¬ 
cally, by the last name. There will be two lines 
immediately inside the entrance doors for reg¬ 
istering members. Be sure that you get in the 
correct line, as it speeds up registering and 
keeps the line moving. Members must be reg¬ 
istered by 7:30 p.m. to qualify for the anni¬ 
versary prize, the two grand prizes, and the 
$20 electric credits. Registration will begin as 
early as 6 p.m. 

Entrance to the hall will be through the 
double doors on the south side, from the walk¬ 
way between the Legion Hall and the new 
bowling alley building. Access to this walk¬ 
way is from the front parking lot towards the 
bowling alley, or from the west parking lot 
behind the ball diamond. These entrances will 
be clearly marked, and Cooperative employ¬ 
ees will be located around the area to help 
direct you to the meeting. The club room doors 
will be locked, so there will be no entering from 
the club room. 

the minutes of last year’s Nominating Committee 
meeting. 

The chairman instructed the committee that 
three or more nominations could be made by the 
Committee and placed on the ballot. Following a 
discussion on this, it was agreed to nominate three 
candidates. 

Mr. William Schrader nominated Mr. Paul 
Pyatt, Mr. Leonard Priebe nominated Mr. John E. 
Steele, Ms. Mary Nell Chew nominated Mr. Hubert 
Chapman for the office of director of the Coopera¬ 
tive and their names be placed on the ballot to be 
voted upon at the annual meeting of the members 
on August 4, 1994. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Melvin Paul, 
and unanimously carried. 

There being no further business, motion was 
duly made and seconded that the meeting be ad¬ 
journed. Motion carried. 

Michael D. Robison, Chairman 
Chester Brown Robert Bigham 
Melvin L. Paul Mary Nell Chew 
Leonard A. Priebe William Schrader 
Stuart J. Langrehr John C. Edgar 

Jo Epping — Sharing the past, 

linking the future 
This year’s annual meeting speaker, Jo Epping, from 

Ellisville, Mo., is a former teacher, a clinical social 
worker, a counselor in private practice and an active 
community volunteer. She is presently enjoying a busy 
career as a public speaker. 

Jo returned to college at age 48 and received a 
master’s degree at age 50. She is a wife, a mother of two 
and a grandmother of three. 

Her program. Looking Back with Love and Laugh¬ 
ter, is a verbal, visual link to yesterday — a round trip 
ticket to “The Good Old Days." In her presentation, Jo 
recalls her rural, small town childhood with anecdotes, 
games, costumes and props. Her keen sense of humor 
keeps those “good old days” in sharp perspective. “I am 
the link that connects my grandparents to my grand¬ 
children,” says Jo in her introduction. “Our memories 
are the gifts we can give to each other and to the gen¬ 
erations that follow us.” 

Jo encourages her audience to contribute their rec¬ 
ollections of earlier years and skilfully incorporates them 
into her stories. There is always an excited buzz at the 
end of her program as people eagerly exchange newly 
stirred memories. Be on board and take advantage of a 
round trip ticket to the “good old days!” 

Electric credits 
10 Credits for $20 
on Electric Bills 

56th Anniversary Prize — 20-inch color TV with remote 
Annual Meeting Grand Prizes 

Two $100 Credits 
on Electric Bills 

Drawing for Attendance Prizes—(Must be present to win prizes) 

Free Gift 
To Each Registered Member 
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Suggested amendments to the 
Bylaws: 

ARTICLE I 
MEMBERSHIP 

SECTION 1.04. Joint Membership. 
A husband and wife, shall be accepted into joint mem¬ 
bership or, if one of them is already a member, such 
membership shall be automatically converted into a joint 
membership. The words “member”, “applicant”, “per¬ 
son”, “his”, and “him”, as used in these By-Laws, shall 
include persons applying for or holding a joint mem¬ 
bership, unless otherwise clearly distinguished in the 
text; and all provisions relating to the rights, powers, 
terms, conditions, obligations, responsibilities and li¬ 
abilities of membership shall apply equally, severally 
and jointly to them. Without limiting the generality of 
the foregoing: 

(a) the presence at a meeting of either or both shall 
constitute the presence of the joint membership and a 
joint waiver of notice of the meeting. 

(b) the vote of either or both shall constitute, re¬ 
spectively, one joint vote. 

(c) notice to or waiver of notice signed by either or 
both shall constitute, respectively, a joint notice or 
waiver of notice. 

(d) suspension or termination in any manner of 
either shall constitute, respectively, suspension or ter¬ 
mination of the joint membership. 

(e) withdrawal of either shall terminate the joint 
membership. 

Any application for membership in the Cooperative 
received after August 4, 1994, from any person who is 
married shall be deemed and become an application for 
membership by husband and wife as joint tenant mem¬ 
bers with right of survivorship unless the person mak¬ 
ing such application otherwise designates in writing. 

With respect to memberships issued prior to Au¬ 
gust 4, 1994, the membership of any person who on 
that date was married, or who thereafter while a mem¬ 
ber became married, shall be deemed to have become. 

and shall become at such time, a membership in hus¬ 
band and wife as joint members with right of 
survivorship without further action by such member, 
unless within thirty days after August 4, 1994, or thirty 
days after the date of marriage, whichever date is later, 
the person to whom such membership was issued oth¬ 
erwise designates in writing. 

The records of the Cooperative shall properly show 
all joint memberships in the names of the joint mem¬ 
bers. By writings signed by both joint members and filed 
with the Cooperative, any joint membership may be ter¬ 
minated and vested solely in one of the joint members. 

ARTICLE III 
MEETINGS OF MEMBERS 

SECTION 3.05. Voting. 
Each member who is not in a status of suspension, as 
provided for in Section 2.01, shall be entitled to only 
one vote upon each matter submitted to a vote at any 
meeting of the members. Voting by members other than 
members who are natural persons shall be allowed upon 
the presentation to the Cooperative, prior to or upon 
registration at each member meeting, of satisfactory evi¬ 
dence entitling the person presenting the same to vote. 
Voting by the joint membership shall be allowed by reg¬ 
istration of either party to the joint membership at each 
member meeting. Any questions with respect to the 
authority of any person, or representative of any mem¬ 
ber, to vote at any meeting of the members shall be re¬ 
solved prior to said vote by the Board of Directors or 
such persons or subcommittees that shall be so desig¬ 
nated to resolve such issues by the Board of Directors. 
At all meetings of members, all questions shall be de¬ 
cided by the affirmative votes of a majority of the mem¬ 
bers present in person except as otherwise provided by 
law or by the Cooperative’s Articles of Incorporation or 
these By-Laws. Members may not cumulate their votes. 

Present 
ARTICLE I 

SECTION 1.04. Joint Membership. 
A husband and wife, by specifically so requesting in 
writing, may be accepted into joint membership or, if 
one of them is already a member, may automatically 
convert such membership into a joint membership. The 
words “member”, “applicant”, “person", “his”, and “him", 
as used in these By-Laws, shall include a husband and 
wife applying for or holding a joint membership, unless 
otherwise clearly distinguished in the text; and all pro¬ 
visions relating to the rights, powers, terms, conditions, 
obligations, responsibilities and liabilities of member¬ 
ship shall apply equally, severally and jointly to them. 
Without limiting the generality of the foregoing: 

(a) the presence at a meeting of either or both shall 
constitute the presence of one member and a joint waiver 
of notice of the meeting. 

(b) the vote of either or both shall constitute, re¬ 
spectively, one joint vote. 

(c) notice to or waiver of notice signed by either or 
both shall constitute, respectively, a joint notice or 

Bylaws 
waiver of notice. 

(d) suspension or termination in any manner of 
either shall constitute, respectively, suspension or ter¬ 
mination of the joint membership. 

ARTICLE III 
SECTION 3.05. Voting. 
Each member who is not in a status of suspension, as 
provided for in Section 2.01, shall be entitled to only 
one vote upon each matter submitted to a vote at any 
meeting of the members. Voting by members other than 
members who are natural persons shall be allowed upon 
the presentation to the Cooperative, prior to or upon 
registration at each member meeting, of satisfactory evi¬ 
dence entitling the person presenting the same to vote. 
At all meetings of members, all questions shall be de¬ 
cided by the affirmative votes of a majority of the mem¬ 
bers present in person except as otherwise provided by 
law or by the Cooperative’s Articles of Incorporation or 
these By-Laws. Members may not cumulate their votes. 
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Egyptian 
Messenger 
i Messenaer. oublished bv the Eavotian Electric Cc The Egyptian Messenger, published by the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association, 

with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

As I write this in late July, the weather has 
moderated and it is a welcome relief from the heat 
and humidity of June and early July. We have not 
read the substation meters for July as yet, but 
June was a record-setting month for both peak 
electrical demand and total energy usage. Peak 
demand for June slightly exceeded 47,000 kilo¬ 
watts and that was very close to the all-time high 
summer peak demand on the system, which usu¬ 
ally occurs in July or August. The power plant at 
Lake of Egypt did equal its all-time high summer 
peak demand for the three member cooperatives 
in June, so it was as hot as you thought it was. 

LINE CLEARANCES 
During the course of a year, we usually have a 

number of instances where we are in disagreement 
with a member as to where he or she can locate 
their home or other buildings or structure in rela¬ 
tion to our overhead power lines. The member will 
want to locate right next to the power line, or in 
some cases directly under it and we simply can 
not allow that. The National Electric Safety Code 
does specify minimum distances from power lines 
and the distance varies according to the voltage 
level, but in my opinion those distances should be 
viewed as absolute minimums and not the pre¬ 
ferred clearances. 

Every member or consumer should keep in 
mind that on most utility distribution systems the 
primary voltage line serving the transformer at 
their service location is energized at 7,200 volts. 
The secondary voltage on each leg of the service 
wires running from the transformer to the home 
or other structure is energized at 120 volts. Thus, 
the primary distribution line voltage is 60 times 
greater than the voltage utilized inside the home 

and any contact with a primary line by a human 
being will be fatal in a high percentage of the cases. 
As a minimum, severe burns will result. There are 
always those exceptions where someone makes 
contact with a primary line and walks away virtu¬ 
ally unhurt, but those are rare. 

Because of the high probability of serious in¬ 
jury or death due to accidental contact with a pri¬ 
mary line, we do not want the members to have 
any reason to get near our overhead lines and that 
is why we want them to stay as far away as pos¬ 
sible with their buildings. A member who wants 
to move a mobile home either right next to our 
lines, or in some cases directly under them, will 
argue that he has plenty of clearance and it is not 
unsafe. What he fails to recognize is that one of 
the first things he may put up is a TV antenna 
that is taller than our lines and when he does it, 
he either forgets all about our line or thinks he 
can control the antenna. It is an altogether too 
common occurrence to read in the paper that 
someone was either seriously injured or killed be¬ 
cause of a TV antenna falling into an overhead 
power line. A building under the line may appear 
to have plenty of clearance, but put someone on 
that roof with a piece of metal roof sheeting and 
that gets away in the wind or some other long ob¬ 
ject in his hands and you have the ingredients for 
a tragedy. 

What is a safe distance from our linfe? Well, 
the safety code does specify minimums but they 
are minimums and common sense should really 
apply. If you build a house or some other build¬ 
ing, you ought to consider what you might do up 
on the roofs or what you might carry up there. 
You may have a one stoiy house, but if you get up 
on the roof with a long pole or rod to clean out a 
flue, the power line is now at roof level as far as 
your personal safety is concerned. If you are go¬ 
ing to put up an antenna tower, you absolutely 
should stay further away from the lines than the 
fall distance of the tower. Installing a 30-foot tower 
20 feet from our lines is an invitation for disaster 
to strike. Even if you are extremely cautious in 
installing a tower, any tower within falling distance 
of our lines can create a hazardous situation if it 
should blow into the line during a wind storm. No 
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matter what you might do or build on your pre¬ 
mises, the first rule is to look up and see where 
the power line is. If there is any chance that what 
you plan to do could put you in contact with the 
power line, find another alternative. Never assume 
that you can control the situation and nothing will 
happen. 

* 

POLE ATTACHMENTS 
Along with keeping members a safe distance 

from our power lines is the need to keep member 
facilities off our primary power poles. We do not 
want a member going up our primary power poles 
for any reason, so therefore a member’s equipment 
is not allowed to be placed on our poles. From time 
to time we find a member-owned security light on 
our primary voltage poles and we remove them af¬ 
ter having notified the member of our intent to do 
so. At times the member does not really appreci¬ 

ate this, but our only reason for doing it is to pro¬ 
tect the member from serious injury. We simply 
cannot allow anyone other than our linemen to 
work on our poles supporting lines that are ener¬ 
gized 7,200 volts. At the risk of upsetting some 
members, we are going to do everything we can to 
prevent an injury. After you consider the cost of 
power that a light uses, a rental light costs around 
$30 a year to rent and that is really a small amount 
over which to risk life and limb. Again, we are only 
looking after the safety of the member and our hope 
is that you would accept our efforts as such. 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed on Monday, 

September 5, in observance of Labor Day. 

Coop Members Eligible for 
$300 Rebate 

from WaterFurnace 

In addition to the $400 geothermal rebate from 
Egyptian Electric, electric cooperative members are 
eligible for a $300 rebate from WaterFurnace for in¬ 
stallation of a WaterFurnace brand geothermal heat 

pump by a participating dealer between June 1,1994, 
and January 31,1995. 

Contact your nearest Cooperative office or your local 
WaterFurnace dealer for details. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neighbors 
to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday) call the office number nearest you: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 684-2143. 

After office hours: Steeleville area — Call 1-800- 
606-1505 

Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 

calls after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers your map, 
section and house (or locat.) number as found on your 
billing statement. 
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The Certified Comfort Home program 
Building a new home? If you are, or if you are 

just thinking about it, the Electric Cooperatives of 
Illinois have a new program that you might be in¬ 
terested in. It is called the Certified Comfort Home. 

The Certified Comfort Home program is de¬ 
signed to help you build, or have built for you, a 
home that is comfortable to live in, as well as be¬ 
ing energy efficient, without adding considerable 
construction costs to your home. 

The Certified Comfort Home program is based 
on a flexible set of construction standards. These 
standards are contained in a booklet called “A 
Builder’s Guide to Energy Efficient Construction 
for Year-round Comfort.” This booklet is available 
at either of our offices at no cost to you. The book¬ 
let describes, in layman’s terms, many of the tech¬ 
niques and applications that can be used in the 
construction process to ensure that your new home 
will be comfortable and yet keep energy consump¬ 
tion at the lowest level possible. 

Should you decide to have your home built to 
these standards, we will be happy to sit down with 
you and review your home plans. If needed, we will 
also work with your builder to ensure that he un¬ 
derstands the program and its components. As 
your home gets started, we will also periodically 
inspect your home to verify that it is being built 
appropriately. It will also be scored by a rating 
guide. If you home scores appropriately, it will be 
classified as a Certified Comfort Home. 

The advantages to you are many: 
* Your home will be a more comfortable home 

to live in. The more energy efficient your home is, 
the lower the heat loss/gain. In other words, if your 
home does not lose heat as rapidly in the winter, 
the less drafiy the home will feel. In an energy- 
efficient home, you will notice that the tempera¬ 
tures seem to be more constant. 

* Because the heat loss/gain is lower, you may 
be able to decrease the size of the heating/cooling 
equipment. This means lower installation costs. 

* Your monthly operating costs will be lower, 
something that no homeowner would be upset 
about. 

* As our society becomes more energy con¬ 
science and the costs of energy rise, energy-effi¬ 
cient homes will command more return in the 
market place. You will also find that it may be easier 
to sell your home down the road. As this is a state¬ 
wide program for the Electric Cooperatives of Illi¬ 
nois, more and more people will become familiar 
with the Certified Comfort Home program and will 
look for homes that are built to its standards. 

* You may be eligible for an “energy efficient” 
mortgage from your lending institution. Many 
banks and loan programs provide special incen¬ 
tives for homes that qualify for energy efficiency. 
Talk with your local banker to see if he has any 
programs that you might be eligible for. 

If you are getting ready to build or you are con¬ 
sidering to in the near future, stop by one of our 
offices and find out how the Certified Comfort Home 
program can work for you. 
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Power outages can 
frustrate personal 

computer users 

If you own a personal com¬ 
puter, you have probably experi¬ 
enced the frustration of having 
your power supply suddenly 
flicker or go off completely with a 
resulting loss of data. 

Rapid changes in the amount 
of electricity going into your com¬ 
puter can result in damaged cir¬ 
cuitry, loss of important data and 
plenty of aggravation. 

What can you do to protect 
your computer equipment from 
power fluctuations and outages? 

There is equipment available 
for home (or office) use that is de¬ 
signed to eliminate or filter out 
surges of electricity or provide a 
back-up supply of power should 
your power go off. 

Protector or suppressor de¬ 
vices provide protection from 
brief but intense voltage in¬ 
creases (often called spikes or 
surges). It’s this type of equip¬ 
ment that may save your 
computer’s life should a lightning 
bolt hit nearby and enter your 
home’s wiring system. 

According to a computer 
sales/service/applications com¬ 
pany, a surge protector’s “re¬ 
sponse time” to incoming power 
surges is a critical factor to con¬ 
sider when choosing a unit. The 
faster the response time, the bet¬ 
ter the unit is at preventing the 
power surge from entering your 
computer and causing damage. 
Also consider the amount of 

power the unit can dissipate 
when a surge occurs. Cheaper 
units that can’t handle higher 
surge levels may not provide the 
protection you need. Some qual¬ 
ity units can handle as much as 
2,000 amps for one millisecond. 
Surge protectors can vary in 
price from $40 to over $120. 

But it’s the loss of data, not 
equipment damage, that most 
often causes concern among 
computer operators. 

If you can’t shut down your 
home computer during periods 
when power interruptions are 
likely (such as during intense 
lightning storms), then an 
Uninterruptible Power Supply 
(UPS) system may be for you. A 
UPS system operates with a bat¬ 
tery backup that supplies instant 
power to your computer should 
the outside voltage suddenly 
drop. Because the backup sys¬ 
tem takes over quickly, your 
computer doesn’t notice. The 
batteries normally supply 
enough power to continue oper¬ 
ating 15 to 20 minutes, but each 
system’s reserve time will vary. 
Battery backup systems can cost 
$400 to $2,000. 

Some additional thoughts. If 
the expense of a battery backup 
system is too much for your bud¬ 
get, consider copying your data 
frequently. Then, if the power 
does go off you lose only that por¬ 
tion of your data which has not 
been copied. If the data you’re 
putting into your home computer 
is extremely important, make 
copies of it on a separate disk and 
place it in a proper storage facil¬ 
ity. 

If you’re thinking about pur¬ 
chasing a surge protector or bat¬ 
tery backup system for your 
home computer, make sure the 
equipment you choose meets the 
precise needs of your computer. 

If power surges and outages 
concern you, surge protectors 
and battery backup systems may 
be just the thing your computer 
needs for important protection. 
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Egyptian 
Messenger 
i Messenaer. oublished bv the Eavotian Electric Cc The Egyptian Messenger, published by the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association, 

with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

The 56th annual meeting of the cooperative was 
held on August 4, and it was well attended. We 
pretty well had a full house and I believe that most 
in attendance enjoyed the speaker for the evening. 
Mr. Hamilton, chairman of the board, did announce 
to the membership that there would be no rate in¬ 
crease this year and that the cooperative was go¬ 
ing to refund approximately $320,000 in capital 
credits for the years of 1971 and 1972. 

With this refund, total capital credit refunds 
to the membership will go over the $1,000,000 
mark. We expect that it will probably take some 
time to get set up to issue the checks and to get 
them in the mail, so if you were receiving service 
during 1971 or 1972, you can expect to receive a 
check during the next 60 days. As we have done in 
the past, if a refund is less than $10, we will hold 
it over until the next refund to avoid issuing a lot 
of small checks that may not be cashed. 

COOPERATIVES 
A nationally known polling service made a sur¬ 

vey in regard to attitudes about the cooperative 
form of business and the results were interesting 
and challenging. They found that over 60 percent 
of the people polled favored the cooperative way of 
doing business, but only 40 percent really had any 
knowledge as to how a cooperative operated and 
was different from other types of businesses. Those 
figures would indicate that we need to do a better 
job of educating our members as to what we are 
about and I am going to make a small effort right 
now. 

Since Egyptian Electric Cooperative is in the 
electrical service business, let us take a look at 
what makes us different from a neighboring pub¬ 
licly owned electric utility and we will start by look¬ 
ing at the public utility. A public utility sells stock 

to raise capital and is thus owned by the people 
who own the stock. The stockholders can be any¬ 
one who has the money and desire to own a par¬ 
ticular utilities stock and many reside anywhere 
in this country or the world, for that matter. The 
stockholders elect the board of directors, who may 
or may not be customers of the utility. While I re¬ 
ally do not know how you get elected to the board 
of a private company, I am sure that you may have 
noted that many large corporations elect rather 
famous people to the boards and some individuals 
serve on the boards of a number of corporations. 
The corporate office of a public utility is located in 
the state in which it does business, but because of 
the size of most public utilities, it may be quite 
removed from some parts of its electrical system. 

As with any publicly owned stock company, 
public utilities are in the business to make money 
for their stockholders and there is nothing wrong 
with that. People are not going to invest their money 
in a utility if they do not get a fair return on their 
investment, so management’s overriding concern 
has to be to operate the company in such a way to 
provide that return to the stockholders. Thus, 
when a company makes money and pays a divi¬ 
dend, that dividend goes only to those that own 
stock in the company. Unless a customer also hap¬ 
pens to be a stockholder, he does not share in the 
profits of the company. 

Cooperatives differ considerably from private 
corporations in their makeup and, for starters, let’s 
take a look at the corporate structure of Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative. This cooperative does not 
have any stockholders that own the company and 
every person that signs up as a member and takes 
service from the cooperative is an owner. The co¬ 
operative does have a board of directors that is 
elected by the members at an annual meeting, so 
each of you has a voice in electing the board if you 
choose to attend an annual meeting. Directors on 
the board must be members of the cooperative and 
must live on the cooperative’s lines, so they are 
one of you and you have ready access to them if 
you have a question or concern. So what a coop¬ 
erative has, as opposed to a private company, is 
local ownership and control by those that receive 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Paul Pyatt (second from right) of Pinckneyville is the newest director on the board of Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association, Steeleviile. Pyatt and two incumbent directors, John E. Steele of Campbell Hill 
and Hubert L. Chapman of Carbondaie, were elected to three-year terms during the cooperative’s 56th 
annual meeting August 4. From left are Steele, Chapman, Pyatt and Harry W. Kuhn, manager. 

Annual meeting news is good 
Officials of Egyptian Electric Cooperative As¬ 

sociation had plenty of good news for members 
attending the cooperative’s 56th annual meeting 
August 4 in Steeleviile. 

President Archie Hamilton of Ava said the co¬ 
operative planned no rate increase for the next year 
and announced that approximately $320,000 in 
capital credits would be returned to members who 
received service from the cooperative in the years 
1971 and 1972. Hamilton said checks would be 
distributed soon. “We are on target to get to a 20- 
year cycle on capital credit returns,” he said. 

Despite losses caused by flooding, the year 
1993 was a good one financially for Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric. Hamilton said, “The year 1993 was a com¬ 
plete turnaround from what took place in 1992 in 
regard to wholesale power purchases from South¬ 
ern Illinois Power Co-operative (SIPC).” Hamilton 
said 1992 power purchases were down 4.5 per¬ 
cent from the previous year, but 1993 purchases 
increased about 10.5 percent over 1992. The co¬ 
operative purchased a record 216,907,503 kilo¬ 
watt-hours in 1993, he added. 

“While some of the increase was due to load 
growth, the majority of it was due to temperatures 
being a little lower in January and February and 
the summer months being a little warmer,” 
Hamilton said. He added that average residential 
use increased by about 10.6 percent, to 1,232 kilo- 
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watt-hours per month for each residential con¬ 
sumer. Hamilton said the overall member average 
per month, including commercial and industrial 
consumers, was 1,442, compared to 1,324 in 1992. 

Egyptian’s membership rolls continued to in¬ 
crease, he noted. In 1993, the cooperative mem¬ 
bership reached 11,852 at year’s end, up from 
11,788 in 1992. “The member count at the end of 
1993 should have been higher, but due to the flood 
a number of services were lost and in some cases 

Bryce Cramer of the EECA staff talks with a mem¬ 
bers about the Certified Comfort Home program. 



New board president Harold Dycus (left) presents a 
plaque to retired director Dale Smith, who served 
27 years as a director. 

Members file through the 
registration line. 

will not regained,” Hamilton added. 
Manager Harry Kuhn said construction nec¬ 

essary to connect new members increased in 1993 
as the cooperative added 304 members, compared 
to 235 in 1992. “New services are slowly getting 
back to levels of some of the better years of the 
1980s and hopefully are an indication that the 
economy is improving slightly in the cooperative 
service area,” he added. 

Kuhn said most of the flood damage to the co¬ 
operative system occurred on Kaskaskia Island. 
Damage exceeded $100,000, he said. Kuhn said 
that, by the end of 1993, service had been restored 
to all the flooded-out members who could take ser¬ 
vice again. “At that time approximately 60 services 
had not been reconnected. Many of the reconnected 
services were simply an outlet on a meter pole and 
not the full-time residences that were served prior 
to the flood,” he added. Kuhn said the cooperative 
will receive some reimbursements for flood dam¬ 
age from the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, so only a portion of the total cost will have 
to absorbed. 

Kuhn also reported on the cooperative’s work 
to assist in central water sendee development in 
rural areas. “We surveyed 2,500 people in 
Randolph and part of Jackson counties to deter¬ 
mine interest in improving rural water service. 
About 1,050 people responded, and about 800 re¬ 
ported they did not receive central water services. 
We are talking to Farmers Home Administration 
and local government officials about how Egyp¬ 
tian Electric can best help those who want central 
water systems in rural areas. We are not getting 
into the water business; we just want to help," 
Kuhn said. 

The report of treasurer John Steele of Campbell 
Hill reflected the cooperative financial success in 
1993. Revenues totalled $14,526,970 in 1993, he 
said, up slightly more than $1 million from 1992. 

Power costs were $9,489,219. Total margins, in¬ 
cluding capital credits from SIPC, were $1,840,015, 
he said. 

During the director election, two cooperative 
members were reelected and a third was elected to 
his first term on the board. All were elected to three- 
year terms. Reelected were Hubert Chapman of 
Carbondale and Steele. Paul Pyatt of Pinckneyville 
was elected to replace Dale A. Smith, who retired 
from the board. Smith was honored for his 27 years 
of service to the cooperative with a plaque. 

During the business session, members ap¬ 
proved bylaw revisions that clarified joint mem¬ 
bership provisions. 

Guest speaker for the meet¬ 
ing was Jo Epping of Ellisville, 
Mo., who presented a program on 
“Sharing the past, linking the fu¬ 
ture.” 

Following the meeting the 
board met in a reorganizational 
session and elected officers for the 
coming year: Harold I. Dycus of 
Carbondale, president; 
Chapman, vice president; and 
Raymond C. Mulholland of 
Marissa, secretary-treasurer. 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
the service. 

Since there are no stockholders that expect a 
return on their investments, this cooperative does 
not have the need to maintain rates high enough 
to pay an appropriate dividend to the stockhold¬ 
ers. Rates need only be high enough to meet cer¬ 
tain mortgage requirements and to generate some 
capital for investment in the system. Any margins, 
or profits, that the cooperative makes over expenses 
in a given year are allocated back to each member 
that took service in that year on the basis of the 
kilowatt-hours purchased. The bylaws of the co¬ 
operative permit the board of directors to refund 

these allocated capital credits when, in their judg¬ 
ment, the financial condition of the cooperative 
permits such a refund. Your cooperative is pres¬ 
ently making those refunds with a goal of a 20- 
year cycle. 

What it all boils down to is that a cooperative is 
locally owned and controlled by the people it serves 
and financial benefits are shared by those receiv¬ 
ing the service. Members can exercise their con¬ 
trol by participating in the cooperative’s annual 
meeting or expressing their concerns directly to 
directors that represent them. Corporate offices are 
local and management is accessible to all of the 
members if they wish to express a concern. 

Coop Members Eligible for 
$300 Rebate 

from WaterFurnace 

In addition to the $400 geothermal rebate 
from Egyptian Electric, electric cooperative 
members are eligible for a $300 rebate 
from WaterFurnace for installation of a 
WaterFurnace brand geothermal heat pump 
by a participating dealer between June 1,1994, 
and January 31,1995. 

Contact your nearest Cooperative office 
or your local WaterFurnace dealer for details. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neighbors 
to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday) call the office number nearest you: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 684-2143. 

After office hours: Steeleville area — Call 1-800- 
606-1505 

Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 

calls after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers your map, 
section and house (or locat.) number as found on your 
billing statement. 
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From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

The billing packets for the self-billed accounts 
were put into the mail on October 1, so if you are 
a self-billed account, you should have received 
your packet by the time you are reading this. We 
usually get a few back each year because of wrong 
addresses or someone has moved since we pre¬ 
pared the packets for mailing, but considering the 
fact that we mail approximately 8,700 packets, the 
delivery rate is very high. The packets are sepa¬ 
rated by zip codes and placed in gurneys and are 
picked up by a mail truck at our office on a Satur¬ 
day. Our experience has been that they start show¬ 
ing up in your mail boxes as early as the next 
Monday, so that is pretty good service. 

BAR CODING 
We started bar coding the self-billed accounts 

last year, and this past month we started bar cod¬ 
ing the billed accounts. For the self-billed accounts, 
the bar coding contains your account number in¬ 
formation and, for the billed accounts, there are two 
sets of coding that contain the account information 
and the billing amounts. By bar coding this infor¬ 
mation onto the billing slips, we avoid having to key 
in that information when we record your payments. 
What does bar coding mean to the person who en¬ 
ters your payments into the computer records? In a 
typical month, it means that she saves about 
160,000 keystrokes and it is error-free entry. For a 
self-billed account, she must still enter the meter 
readings and the amount paid, but in the case of a 
billed account, she does not have to key a single 
entry if the amount paid is the same as the amount 
billed. It saves a lot of time and avoids keying er¬ 
rors. 

JOINT ACCOUNTS 
As I mentioned in the letter that went out with 

the self-billed packets, all of our accounts are 
considered joint accounts where a married couple 
lives at the service location. Starting with this set of 
billing packets, all billing slips show both the 
husband’s and the wife’s name if we have that in¬ 
formation in our files. We are doing this in order 
that we can properly account for capital credits and 
that when we make refunds that they go to the right¬ 
ful owner or owners. As I mentioned in a previous 
column, over time we hope to obtain the social se¬ 
curity numbers of all members so that we can be 
positive in future years that capital credit refunds 
are going to the right person or persons. With so 
many names alike and with the number of changes 
in marital status, obtaining all joint members’ names 
and social security numbers is the best way we know 
of to make sure that our capital credit records are 
the best they can possibly be. 

CHECKING BREAKERS 
Whenever the answering service takes an out¬ 

age call and there is any reason to believe that is 
it an individual outage, they are instructed to ask 
if the member has checked his own breakers or 
fuses. During the last couple of weeks we have 
had three or four instances in which we sent a 
serviceman out on an outage call only to find out 
that the problem was a breaker trip on the 
member’s side of the meter. It is our policy to bill 
the member for those kind of trips, so it’s best for 
everyone to avoid those kind of situations. Some 
time ago I discussed the need for everyone to know 
where their main service panel is located and what 
is involved in checking for a tripped breaker or 
blown fuse. If service is off to only part of your 
home, chances are good that it is an individual 
breaker in the main panel or one of the main fuses 
is blown, if the panel has main fuses instead of a 
main breaker. If there is no power at all, the main 
breaker might be tripped. Outside the main panel, 
there is one other place you should check before 
calling the outage number and this does not ap¬ 
ply to all of you. If you have a pole in your yard 
with a meter loop on it that has a disconnect switch 
below the meter base, you should check those 
breakers, too. Those breakers or fuses are on your 
side of the meter and protect your service and 
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could trip or blow if there is an electrical problem 
on your side of the meter. If you are in a mobile 
home, there should be a disconnect outside, usu¬ 
ally by the meter, and you should check there be¬ 
fore reporting an outage. Homes that have the 
service wires underground may also have a breaker 
at a pedestal or meter loop, so you should become 
familiar with just how service is provided to your 
residence and what to look for if the power goes 
off. 

What I have said about checking your own 
breakers first really applies only when you are not 
sure that others are out of service also. If you know 
that your neighbors are out of service, it most likely 
is a line outage and not your breakers. Whether or 
not you ever have to check your main panel be¬ 
cause of a power outage, it is a good idea to know 
where you can turn the power off in case of an 
emergency. 

OUTAGE REPORTING 

In the past I have stressed that when we have 
lines out of service and we are receiving a high 
volume of calls, chances are good that we already 
know you are out of power and we will take care of 
the problem as soon as we can. In those instances 
it really is not necessary for everyone to call in. 
However, if you think that everyone in your area 
has had their service restored and you are still out, 
you had better call to report that you are still out. 

We recently had a situation where someone sat 
without service all night because her service did 
not come back on when the line was restored. 
Lightning took out the transformer fuse at her ser¬ 
vice location and probably took the line out at the 
same time. When the line was restored, she re¬ 
mained out of service and we had no way of know¬ 
ing that and she waited until morning before letting 
the neighbors know that she did not have power. 

We try to restore service as fast as we can and 
we really do not want anyone to sit without electri¬ 
cal service if it is within our means to restore ser¬ 
vice, no matter what the hour of the day or night. 
Some of you take it upon yourself to look after a 
neighbor or a friend and if you are in that situa¬ 
tion, you may want to check on them when you 
know that they have been out of power to make 
sure their service came back on when everyone 
else’s did. We appreciate your help and they will 
too. 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed on Friday, No¬ 

vember 11, for Veteran’s Day, and Thursday, 
November 24, and Friday, November 25, for 
the Thanksgiving holidays. 

A Guide to Energy Efficient 
Construction Standards 

That’s the name of the book that is now avail¬ 
able to Egyptian Electric Cooperative members who 
might be building a new home. It gives tips for con¬ 
struction standards for walls, ceilings, floors, win¬ 
dows and doors. It also discusses moisture control 
in the home, heating, ventilation and air-condi¬ 
tioning systems and domestic hot water. 

The intent of the book is to provide the new 
home builder with some alternatives to conven¬ 
tional construction methods that are designed to 
make the home more energy efficient. In many 
cases, these alternative methods add little or noth¬ 
ing to the cost of building the home, but they can 
significantly reduce energy consumption once the 
home is built. For example, by making sure there 
is adequate insulation and that it is properly in¬ 
stalled, you can reduce air infiltration, which helps 
lower heating and cooling costs. 

These construction-standard guides are avail¬ 
able to Egyptian Electric Cooperative members at 
no charge. So if you are considering building a 

house, you really should look at this book. A little 
time well-spent now could mean a lot of savings in 
your pocket later. 
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Safety tips for rural residents 
If you’re a rural resident who maintains a few 

acres beyond city limits, there are important safety 
tips that can make your use of electricity safer and 
more efficient. While electricity is one of the safest 
forms of energy, the absence of electrical codes and 
inspections in rural areas means that homeowners 
must take greater responsibility for recognizing 
unsafe wiring and other hazardous conditions. 
Here are a few guidelines that can save lives, prop¬ 
erty and money: 

Use ground-fault circuit 
interrupters (GFCI) 

Use wherever electricity, water, and you come 
together. GFCFs are electrical protection devices 
that sense a ground-fault, or short, and instantly 
disconnect the circuit. Unlike fuses and circuit 
breakers that depend on heavy overloads or shorts 
to function. GFCI’s sense even small electrical 
faults and disconnect the circuit before anyone is 
injured. This is particularly important for outdoor 
and farmstead electric use in operating power tools, 
lawn trimmers, hedge clippers, power spray wash¬ 
ers, and all electric use around swimming pools 
and hot tubs. Some GFCFs are designed to replace 
standard outlets; other portable units simply plug 
into existing outlets and can be moved from one 
location to another. For new homes and additions, 
the National Electrical Code requires the use of 
GFCFs in garages, bathrooms, and on outdoor re¬ 
ceptacles. Around pools, use GFCFs on lighting fix¬ 
tures, recirculating pumps and on all receptacles 
within 20 feet of the pool. 

Ground-fault circuit interrupters can be pur¬ 
chased at any major hardware and electric supply 
store. 

Check wiring in bams and 
outbuildings 

If you have a detached shop, storage building, 
or even a barn for horses or other livestock, spe¬ 
cific wiring materials and methods must be used, 
especially where dusty or moist conditions exist, 

or where heat lamps will be used. Typical hazards 
include improper grounding, residential-type fix¬ 
tures that are not designed for use in barns, and 
undersized heat lamp circuits. 

To learn more about proper wiring around ru¬ 
ral homes and farmsteads, check with your elec¬ 
tric power supplier or obtain a copy of the 
Agricultural Wiring Handbook. This 88-page illus¬ 
trated handbook contains wiring plans for 14 types 
of farm structures, along with specifications for 
lighting and motor use. The handbook is updated 
every three years to conform to the latest National 
Electrical Code. 

To order the Agricultural Wiring Handbook, 
contact the National Food and Energy Council, 409 
Vandiver West, Bldg. 4, Suite 202, Columbia, MO 
65202 or call 314-875-7155. The cost is $7.80 per 
copy, including postage and handling. It’s impor¬ 
tant to know the latest requirements for proper 
wiring. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neighbors 
to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday) call the office number nearest you: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 684-2143. 

After office hours: Steeleville area — Call 1-800- 
606-1505 

Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 

calls after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers your map, 
section and house (or locat.) number as found on your 
billing statement. 
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Often-overlooked 
energy-saving measures 

Some ways to protect the environment—recy¬ 
cling, composting, switching to environmentally 
safe products—have become popular choices for 
homeowners. The following home energy-saving 
tips—even though they’re often overlooked—help 
protect the environment too, because they help you 
use your energy more efficiently, according to the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
and the Edison Electric Institute, two national elec¬ 
tric utility trade associations. 

Insulating doors and windows 
Start with your home’s biggest energy wast¬ 

ers—the windows and exterior doors. You lose more 
of your heating and cooling dollars through these— 
per square inch—than through any other part of 
your home. For instance, heat passes through a 
window with a single pane of glass 14 times faster 
than through a well-insulated wall. So, even with 
an attic full of insulation, you still can be wasting 
money and energy through your windows and 
doors. 

Install storm or double-pane windows to cut 
this energy drain in half. Add storm doors to cre¬ 
ate the same insulation effect there. 

Caulking and weatherstripping 
After insulating your windows and doors, don’t 

overlook their caulking and weatherstripping 
needs. Almost 40 percent of your monthly heat¬ 
ing and cooling bill could be going through cracks 
due to poorly caulked and weatherstripped doors 
and windows. 

Caulking is a rubber-like material that can 
expand or contract and seals air leaks around each 
pane of window glass and between the door and 
window frames and the house. Weatherstripping 
is a flexible material (foam rubber, felt, or alumi¬ 
num) that helps to assure a snug fit between the 
parts of windows and doors that open and close. 
Caulking and weatherstripping keep outside air 
out, and inside air in. 

Water heating 
In the average American house, water heating 

is the second largest energy user. Save water and 
the energy needed to keep it hot by maintaining 
an energy-efficient water heating system and con¬ 
serving hot water. 

Start with the water heating tank itself: 
• Get the right size water heater. Keeping more 

hot water on hand than you need can waste en¬ 
ergy. 

• For every 10 degrees you can lower the tem¬ 

perature, you can save about 6 percent of your 
water heating energy. 

• If the sides of your water heater feel warm to 
the touch, you may need more insulation. Wrap a 
water heater blanket around the water heater, es¬ 
pecially if the water heater is located in an un¬ 

heated area of your 
home. 

• In addition to insu¬ 
lating the water heater, 
you will also save 
money by insulating 
the hot water pipes 
leaving the water 
heater. 

Low-flow shower 
heads and faucet 
aerators reduce water 
flow, saving both wa¬ 
ter and energy. Aer¬ 
ated showerheads 
and faucets mix air 
with water to main¬ 
tain pressure, and 

low-flow showerheads 
pulse the water flow. These 

simple devices are easily installed 
and can reduce the amount of water 

and energy used by 50 percent. 

Duct sealing 
These are the ducts that carry heated or cooled 

air to the registers in each room of your house. 
Doing a checkup here can save 10 to 15 percent 
on your energy bill. All ductwork should be sealed 
at the joints to prevent leakage. Ducts located in 
unconditioned areas of your home (attic or 
crawlspaces) should be insulated. 

Thermostat set-back 
A set-back thermostat allows you to change 

the temperature setting or turn off your heating or 
cooling system at preset times. Each morning when 
you leave and each evening when you return, the 
temperature changes to save energy, automati¬ 
cally. Heating or cooling is done only when some¬ 
one is home. 

By using these easy and cost-effective, energy¬ 
saving guidelines, you can stay comfortable all 
year-round and still save money. 

For more information on saving energy all 
around your house, call your electric utility’s resi¬ 
dential marketing department. 
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From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

JOINT ACCOUNTS 
Last month I mentioned the fact that all of our 

accounts where a husband and wife take service 
at the same location are considered to be joint ac¬ 
counts and that we were going to start showing 
both names on the billing slips. The reasons for 
doing this are to show each member what names 
the account is being held in at the present time 
and to provide a monthly reminder for you to let 
us know when a change in marital status occurs. 
The names we are showing on the billing slips come 
out of our files and may be 20 or 30 years old, or 
maybe even older in some cases, and we antici¬ 
pated that there would be a number of changes 
that would have to be made because few people 
have informed us of changes in marital status. 

Why are we concerned about getting both 
spouses’ names correct on each account? Prima¬ 
rily because our experience with refunding capital 
credits these past few years has taught us that we 
need to maintain better records in the future. Hav¬ 
ing to deal with over 54,000 members that have 
come and gone over the life of the cooperative in¬ 
volves a lot of people with the same names and it 
also means that a lot of deaths and divorces occur 
before we refund capital credits for any given year. 
That means we have to do a considerable amount 
of digging into the records and a lot of follow up in 
some cases before we can be fairly positive that we 
are making a refund to the right person or his or 
her heirs. 

Along with putting both names on the billing 
slips, we are going to make every effort to obtain 
every member’s social security number. If you will 
visualize, for a moment, a situation where a couple 
becomes divorced and the wife stays in the home 
and puts the service in her name, which in some 
cases may be her maiden name. She then later 
remarries and the service is then put in her new 
married name. Later she may move and may at 
some point be divorced and remarried again. These 
situations happen rather frequently now days and 
you can imagine what we will have to go through 
years down the road when we try to establish own¬ 
ership of capital credits in instances such as this. 
The one thing that remains constant through all 
these changes is a person’s social security num¬ 
ber and that is the best way we know of to make 
sure we are refunding to the right person and we 
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are doing the best job that we can. So, if you get a 
letter in the coming months asking for social se¬ 
curity numbers, please return the cards because 
it will help us and will ensure that in the future 
you will get the capital credit refunds due you. 

The joint names have only been put on the self¬ 
billed accounts thus far, but we will also be put¬ 
ting both names on the billed accounts in the 
coming months. Therefore, if there has been a 
change in your marital status over the years and 
you want to see the correct name on the bill when 
we put both names on the bill for the first time, 
please call us with the correct information. Our 
records go back a long way and we know from the 
calls we received from some of the self-billed ac¬ 
counts that there can be some surprises. So, if you 
are a billed account and are not sure as to what 
names are in our records, you may want to inquire. 

CAPITAL CREDIT RETIREMENTS 
At this year’s annual meeting we announced 

that we would be refunding capital credits earned 
during 1971 and 1972. Those checks have been 
printed and will be going into the mail in the next 
few days. If you were receiving service during those 
years, you should have received your check by the 
time you are reading this. Approximately 2,200 
checks are going out to current members and they 
total slightly over $137,000. The entire amount 
allocated for those two years is around $320,000, 
so we have some more work ahead of us to find 
those people who have left the system. We will be 
publishing names again and asking for your help 
in locating them. With this refund, the cooperative 
will have refunded approximately $1,000,000 since 
we started the refund program. In addition to the 
general refunds, we are still refunding estate capi¬ 
tal credits and those usually run in the $10,000 to 
$15,000 range each month. 

Once again, capital credits are simply the mar¬ 
gin of revenue over expenses in any given year. The 
size of a member’s refund check is based on his or 
her kilowatt-hour usage in the year being refunded. 
Thus, no two checks will be of the same amount 
unless two members happened to use the exact 
same amount electricity in the year being refunded. 
I know that I have said this before, but we get a 
number of questions whenever we make a refund 
and not everyone reads this column every month, 
so I think it bears repeating from time to time. 

One last reminder on capital credit retirements. 
It is our policy not to issue checks for less than 
$ 10 and we carry smaller amounts forward to the 
next refund until such time the refund totals $10. 
If you were on the line for a period of time during 
1971 or 1972 and did not receive a check,your re¬ 
fund was probably less than $10. We do make one 
exception to the $10 rule in that we will issue a 
smaller check if it closes out a member’s account. 



TREE TRIMMING 
We continue to cut and trim trees every day 

and it is probably the area of most conflict with 
our members. Our interest is to maintain line clear¬ 
ances for safety and reliability reasons, and the 
member’s interest is to maintain as much of the 
tree as possible. Most members can see the need 
for cutting back trees for reliability purposes but 
they do not see the aspects as readily. Safety is a 
real concern when there are children involved who 

may climb trees in the course of their play. A neigh¬ 
boring system experienced a tragic situation where 
two boys climbed a tree and somehow contacted 
the primary line with fatal results for one of the 
boys. If you have trees near a power line and chil¬ 
dren that like to climb, you need to be aware of the 
hazards. No one likes to have their trees cut, but 
when we approach you about trimming your trees, 
please consider safety as well as reliability and 
appearance. 

A Guide to Energy Efficient 
Construction Standards 

That’s the name of the book that is now avail¬ 
able to Egyptian Electric Cooperative members who 
might be building a new home. It gives tips for con¬ 
struction standards for walls, ceilings, floors, win¬ 
dows and doors. It also discusses moisture control 
in the home, heating, ventilation and air-condi¬ 
tioning systems and domestic hot water. 

The intent of the book is to provide the new 
home builder with some alternatives to conven¬ 
tional construction methods that are designed to 
make the home more energy efficient. In many 
cases, these alternative methods add little or noth¬ 
ing to the cost of building the home, but they can 
significantly reduce energy consumption once the 
home is built. For example, by making sure there 
is adequate insulation and that it is properly in¬ 
stalled, you can reduce air infiltration, which helps 
lower heating and cooling costs. 

These construction-standard guides are avail¬ 
able to Egyptian Electric Cooperative members at 
no charge. So if you are considering building a 

house, you really should look at this book. A little 
time well-spent now could mean a lot of savings in 
your pocket later. 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed Monday, December 26, for the Christmas 
holiday, and Monday, January 2, in observance of New Years. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neighbors 
to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday) call the office number nearest you: Steeleville 
965-3434 or Murphysboro 684-2143. 

After office hours: Steeleville area — Call 1 -800- 
606-1505 

Murphysboro area — Call 684-2144 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 

calls after hours. 
5. Please give the person who answers your map, 
section and house (or locat.) number as found on your 
billing statement. 
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