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The USDA shuffle 
Weiv REA 'sees expanded role 

The idea of a streamlined U.S. 
Department of Agriculture goes 
along with President Clinton’s plan 
to “reinvent government.” As federal 
agencies brace for the expected 
shuffle, the rural electrification 
program is positioning itself to 
demonstrate its continued value to 
rural America. 

During his confirmation hearing, 
Secretary of Agriculture Mike Espy 
promised to respond to the call for 
downsized government. In early 
September he released the plan to 
reorganize the rural development 
programs. The plan calls for 
strengthening the role of REA to 
include helping launch water and 
sewer systems, with the agency 
having access to other community 
and economic development loan 
services, as well. 

This is part of the overall reorga¬ 
nizing plan for USDA. The big plan 
proposes that three undersecretaries 
report to the ag secretary; 
Undersecretary for Farm and Inter¬ 
national Trade Services; 
Undersecretary for Food, Nutrition 
and Consumer Services; and open 
whose areas include the REA, the 
Undersecretary for Rural Economic 
and Community Development. 

The latter would include: 
• Rural Utilities Service, combin¬ 

ing the REA electric and telephone 
loan programs with the water and 
sewer programs of the Rural Devel¬ 
opment Administration; 

• Rural Community Development 
Service, which combines the Farm¬ 
ers Home Administration rural 
housing programs and REA commu¬ 
nity loan programs; and 

• Rural Business and Coopera¬ 
tive Development Service, which will 
include the business development 
programs now in several agencies — 
the REA and REA business develop¬ 
ment programs and the ARC (Alter¬ 
native Agricultural Research and 

Commercialization Center). 
Illinois electric cooperatives are 

already going beyond electric service 
in their goal to make life better for 
their members. As keynote speaker 
at the AIEC’s annual meeting last 
August, Congressman Richard 
Durbin talked about REA’s future. 
He told the crowd that the nation’s 
deficit must be decreased, “and the 
approach to REA reforms is valid 
and consistent with our goals.” 

Durbin is a member of the 
House Appropriations Committee 
and chairman of the Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Agriculture and 
Rural Development. “Critics overlook 
the role REA plays as an engine for 
rural development in America,” he 
said, noting that 95 percent of 
today’s rural population is not active 
in farming. REA is the only agency 
that serves all segments of the rural 
population. 

The congressman stated that 
many electric cooperatives are 
already providing satellite television 
service to their members; some offer 
mobile telephone and radio service. 
Telephone cooperatives are supply¬ 
ing modern telecommunications 
services. 

r ; ' "N 
Federal Subsidies Per Consumer 

(in 1990) 
All utilities get federal subsidies. 

Rural electric cooperatives receive a 
smaller subsidy than any other 
segment of the electric utility industry. 
(Rural Electric News Service) 

Municipal Investor-owned Rural Electric 
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The main goal 
of the new 
meter reading 
program is to 
benefit both 
Edgar Electric 
and its mem¬ 
bers through 
better service 
and improved 
efficiency. 

Cooperative procedure change 
Monthly meter reading and cycle billing 

to begin this year 
Edgar Electric, in a move to 

reduce costs and improve service, 
will implement a new meter reading 
program in 1994. 

The new program, which will 
begin June 1, 1994, will replace the 
current policy that requires Edgar 
Electric members to report their own 
monthly meter readings. 

With this decision, Edgar Elec¬ 
tric will join a growing number of 
rural electric cooperatives that no 
longer ask residential members to 
read their own meters. The coopera¬ 
tive already reads most commercial 
meters. 

The decision to switch the 
meter-reading policy, according to 
Edgar Electric general manager Tom 
Hentz, is based on several factors. 
The main reason for the change is 
that the program will reduce overall 
costs of operation. However, this 
change will also bring many benefits 
to Edgar Electric and its members. 

When the policy changes, the 
cooperative will begin using cycle 
billing. Cycle billing will reduce the 
time difference between when the 
electricity is used and when it is 
billed. The cooperative’s current 
two-month billing lag makes it 
difficult for members to associate 
their usage habits and weather 
conditions to the amounts that they 
are billed. 

Monthly meter reading by coop¬ 
erative personnel will enable the 
cooperative to eliminate other 
procedures that have been a matter 
of concern. Too often, inaccurate 

readings increase the work load for 
the billing department. Other prob¬ 
lems, such as late readings or 
absent readings, will be avoided 
when the program is implemented. 

With any new program, there will 
be some kinks to work out, such as 
inaccessible meters, locked gates, 
and unfriendly dogs. Please be 
assured that each situation will be 
considered and worked out with the 
members who are affected. 

When more details of the pro¬ 
gram become available, information 
will be presented in the cooperative’s 
monthly newsletter. Members will 
also receive a letter from the coop¬ 
erative with exact dates of the 
change and procedures that should 
be followed. 

The change in the meter reading 
policy is a dramatic one, since the 
55-year-old cooperative has required 
members to read their own meters 
since Edgar’s inception. The change, 
Hentz said, will benefit members in 
many ways. “It will definitely be 
more convenient for our members 
because the task of going to the 
meter now falls on our shoulders.” 

The main goal of the new meter 
reading program is to benefit both 
Edgar Electric and its members by 
providing better, service and im¬ 
proved efficiency. We ask for your 
patience and understanding in 
advance. This is a large undertak¬ 
ing. There will no doubt be prob¬ 
lems, but by working together we 
can overcome the problems for a 
better solution. 

Looking good! 
What a great way to start out the 

new year — with a brand new look! 
The issue this month marks a 

new design for the Edgar Electric 
center section. The cover was de¬ 
signed by Darrel Berry, a graphic 
designer at the Association of Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives in Springfield. 
It is important to note Darrel’s 

tie to the Edgar Electric family. 
Darrel is the son of Allen and Patty 
Berry of Paris. Patty is employed by 
Edgar Electric cooperative as a cost 
accountant. 
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Traveling during the winter? 
Be prepared for storms 

During this time of year, you 
never know when a winter storm 
may occur. It is important to take 
certain precautions and be pre¬ 
pared, — especially when traveling. 

If possible, you should avoid 
unnecessary travel before, during 
and after a storm. But if you must 
go out, follow these helpful hints: 

$ If you go outside, always remem¬ 
ber that several layers of clothing 
will keep you warmer than a 
single heavy coat. And make sure 
your hands and head are covered. 

^Before every trip, let someone know 
your destination, route and 
estimated time of arrival 

$ Keep emergency supplies in the 
trunk of your car 

$ If you get stuck, remain visible to 
rescuers by keeping the overhead 
light on and attaching a brightly 
colored cloth to your antenna 

s&As you sit in a stalled car, move 
your arms and legs to keep blood 
circulating 

$ Keep the gas tank full for emer- $ Keep one window slightly open to 
gency travel and to keep the fuel let fresh air in 
line from freezing. 

Learn to recognize 
hypothermia symptoms 

Older people are especially 
susceptible to hypothermia — a 
reduced body temperature that can 
be life threatening. But anyone, any 
age, can suffer from hypothermia. 
Watch for these symptoms in 
others: 

> Poor coordination and slowing of 
pace 

I Thickness of speech 
I Amnesia 
I Blueness of skin; dilated pupils 
I Weak or irregular pulse 

And, in yourself: 
I Intense shivering; fatigue 
> Feeling of deep cold 
> Intense thirst 
I Poor articulation and coordination 

Check with a health-care expert 
or agency to find out more about <ri j 

hypothermia and the proper first-aid 
tips you should follow. 

A health message from your local 
electric cooperative. 

r- Don’t forget!  

Annua! Meeting of Members 
Saturday, March 5, 1994 
Crestwood School, Paris 
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Operating statement — October 1993 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $4,971,972.37CR $5,722,107.1 ICR $506,548.25CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 3,446,304.72 3,611,066.87 364,956.00 
Transmission Expense 1,177.88 1,573.40 150.00 
Distribution Expense — Operation 139,572.09 142,887.71 14,375.30 
Distribution Expense — Maintenance 283,408.69 396,442.04 35,879.47 
Consumer Accounts Expense 
Customer Service and 

159,056.51 158,078.70 15,189.62 

Informational Expense 62,772.28 66,485.46 5,739.26 
Administrative & General Expense 488,394.32 528,595.19 48,384.43 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 4,580,686.49 4,905,129.37 484,674.08 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 225,156.28 240,687.84 24,548.42 
Tax Expense — Property 50,710.00 48,650.00 4,928.00 
Tax Expense — Other 46,353.23 46,535.35 5,006.73 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 141,878.61 137,035.40 13,663.24 
Interest Expense — Other 39,114.27 59,864.31 7,731.12 
Other Deductions -0- -0- -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 5,083,898.88 5,437,902.77 540,551.59 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 111,926.51 284,204.34CR 34,003.34CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Interest 108,893.1 ICR 113,583.44CR 12,080.97CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Other 
Other Capital Credits and 

6,076.81CR 56,565.03CR 8,578.03CR 

Patronage Dividends 13,799.94CR 16,863.28CR 13,951.00CR 
Patronage Capital or Margins 16,843.35CR 471,216.09CR 606.66CR 

Manager's report to the board — October 1993 
Statistics and Revenue Data October 1992 September 1993 October 1993 

Number Connected Consumers 4,925 4,983 4,992 
Average kwh Used 860.6 1,164.0 874.5 
Average Bill $96.30 $127.41 $99.88 
No. kwh Purchased 4,836,740 5,981,621 4,918,875 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 4,238,548 5,800,437 4,365,741 
Line Loss Percent 12.4% 3.0% 11.2% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06729 $0.06305 $0.07420 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.07679 $0.06502 $0.08360 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.11375 $0.11112 $0.11639 
Miles Energized 1,469 1,471 1,474 
Revenue Per Mile ($334.90) ($448.39) ($357.67) 
Total Expense Per Mile $354.64 $383.20 $366.72 

When your power is out... we’re on the line! 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have 

electricity. Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have your 
account number and location readily available so we may restore your service quickly. 

Local calls — dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 
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Edgar Electric 
Cooperative Association 

Annua! Meeting of Members 
Saturday, March 5, 1994 

Crestwood School 
Paris 

Member registration begins at 7 a.m. 
Pancake & sausage breakfast served 7 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
Business meeting begins at 10 a.m. 

It’s for you — the member 

WHY YOU SHOULD ATTEND 

Door awards!! Edgar Electric’s annual meeting 
is your opportunity to become 
informed on the events and trends 
that affect you and your cooperative 
This is a privilege not readily avail¬ 
able to people served by other types 
of utilities. You, as a member, have 
an opportunity to meet with and 
elect the people who represent you 
on the cooperative’s board of direc¬ 
tors. 

As always, door awards donated 
by generous area merchants will be 
given away before and during the 
meeting. Prizes this year include 
savings bonds, household appli¬ 
ances, tools, safety supplies and 
much, much more!! 

Babysitting service!! 

Energy Guides 
12b 

Fluorescent Lighting 
"+■ 12c 

Financial Report 
12d 

Want to know more about your 
cooperative? Want to know more 
about the services offered by the 
cooperative and its subsidiaries? 

During the business meeting, 
cooperative management will dis¬ 
cuss the coming year, including the 
new meter reading policy as well as 
the new Direct Broadcast Satellite 
service becoming available in our 
area. Please plan to join fellow 
cooperative members and the direc¬ 
tors and employees of Edgar Electric 
at your annual meeting! 

To make things easier for our 
members with children, Edgar 
Electric provides a “children’s room” 
in the basement of Crestwood 
School. Games and fun are planned 
for children under the age of 10 from 
8 a.m. until the end of the meeting. 

Watch your mail during the month of 
February for the office notice of the 
annual meeting. This notice will 
provide you with more information 
regarding this year’s annual meet¬ 
ing! 



mW 

Serving you 
Edgar Electric Cooperative is a 

people-helping-people utility. We 
supply electricity and other ser¬ 
vices, such as free electric hot 
water heaters, security lighting 

and much more. Our subsidiary 
organizations, E.E.C. Services 
and Edgar Propane Supply, 
provide even more services 

is our goal! 
that benefit our entire community. 

Give us a call or stop by and see 
us! And let us know how we can 
serve you!!! 

Edgar Electric/E.E.C. Services 
463-4144 or 800-635-4145 
Edgar Propane Supply 
465-5800 or 800-343-5800 

All office hours 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

EnergyGuide labels help smart 
shoppers 

There is more 
to the cost of 
an appliance 
than the sale 
price. 

If your freezer turns ice cream 
into milkshakes or if your dog licks 
dishes cleaner than your automatic 
dishwasher gets them, it’s probably 
time to break down and buy that 
new appliance. 

But before you do, be sure you 
understand there is more to the cost 
of an appliance than the sale price. 
There is also the annual cost to run 
that appliance. That cost is provided 
to you through EnergyGuide labels. 

Each label provides the following 
information: 

1. The type of appliance, the 
capacity and the model are listed at 
the top. 

2. The large number in the 
center tells you the annual energy 
cost in dollars. This is based on an 

estimated hours of use per year and 
a standard energy price. The energy 
price is based on the average for an 
entire country. 

3. The yearly cost tables allow 
you to estimate the annual operat¬ 
ing cost based on electric rates. 

4. The line scale (to the left and 
right of the large number in the 
center) tells you how this appliance 
compares in operating costs with 
other comparable models. One thing 
to be careful of though, is that this 
range is not updated regularly and 
is often not accurate. Since the 
ranges were determined, appliance 
efficiency has greatly increased. 

Next time you shop for appliances, 
you’ll be an informed consumer! 

For your winter heating needs call 
Edgar Propane Supply 

A subsidiary of Edgar Electric 

Phone: 465-5800 or 1-800-343-5800 
★ 24 hour emergency service ★ Competitive prices ★ Budget billing 
★ Drive-by fills or call-in delivery ★ Prompt and courteous service 
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The shocking truth about 
static electricity 

Children cower from their par¬ 
ents. Lovers duck kisses. Drivers 
tremble when they reach for the car 
door. 

Winter, with its dry air inside 
and out, is static season. 

Just by crossing a carpeted 
room, you can build up a charge of 
20,000 volts. 

Here are some facts on static 
electricity: 
# A person walking across a carpet 
can generate enough voltage to light 
more than 300 average light bulbs. 

# Static isn’t always an enemy. It is 
used to catch dust particles in some 
air filters. 
# As you whip around a corner in 
your house, the wall give you a 
shock. The explanation: Drywall is 
installed with metal strips at the 
corners. 
# If you get shocks from touching a 
faucet but not from walking across a 
carpet, it’s probably a grounding 
problem and not static. Call an 
electrician. 

Compact fluorescents save 
money, electricity 

The next time a light bulb burns 
out, instead of replacing it with an 
ordinaiy incandescent bulb, try a 
compact fluorescent. It’s an alterna¬ 
tive that saves you money every time 
you use it and also helps the envi¬ 
ronment, according to the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion and the Edison Electric Insti¬ 
tute, two national electric utility 
trade associations. 

The new compact fluorescent 
bulbs combine the best of traditional 
fluorescent and incandescent light 
bulbs. The compact fluorescent bulb 
gives off an incandescent bulb’s 
warm soft light and offers the long 
life and low energy use of a fluores¬ 
cent light. 

A compact fluorescent bulb lasts 
about 10 times as long as an incan¬ 
descent bulb, while using only one- 
fourth of the electricity. These 
energy savings mean that you will 
pay less on your monthly electric 
bill. And because you will be using 
electricity more efficiently, it also 
means you will be helping to protect 
the environment and preserve our 
natural resources. 

For instance, an 18-watt com¬ 
pact fluorescent light can replace a 

60-watt incandescent light bulb; you 
get the same amount of light, but 
you use less electricity. Compact 
fluorescent bulbs screw into light 
bulb sockets just like regular incan¬ 
descent light bulbs. The size of some 
compact fluorescent bulbs may not 
fit all light fixtures. 
A lamp harp 
extension however, 
can accommodate 
most compact 
fluorescent. Be¬ 
cause of their 
advanced technol¬ 
ogy, compact 
fluorescent bulbs 
cost more than 
incandescent 
bulbs. The com¬ 
pact fluorescent range in price from 
$12 to $20. But because they use 
electricity so efficiently, compact 
fluorescents pay for themselves 
relatively quickly. To get this 
payback, however, you should 
install the light in fixtures that are 
for more use than two hours per 
day. In a typical home, these high- 
use areas will be in the kitchens, 
hallway/stairways, a front porch 
light, or outdoor security lighting. 

Rough equivalents 
Fluorescent incandescent 

5 watt 20 watt 
7 watt 25-32 watt 
9 watt 40-45 watt 
11 watt 45-60 watt 
15 watt 55-65 watt 
18 watt 70-75 watt 
27 watt 90-100 watt 
30 watt 150 watt 
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Operating statement — November 1993 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $5,669,797.66CR $6,427,312.09CR $705,204.98CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 3,931,525.56 4,060,673.87 449,607.00 
Transmission Expense 1,177.88 1,723.40 150.00 
Distribution Expense — Operation 151,873.38 162,655.15 19,767.44 
Distribution Expense — Maintenance 312,238.98 438,901.37 42,459.33 
Consumer Accounts Expense 
Customer Service and 

169,115.93 173,828.56 15,749.86 

Informational Expense 69,458.66 107,020.05 40,534.59 
Administrative & General Expense 524,101.36 595,150.50 66,555.31 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 5,159,491.75 5,539,952.90 634,823.53 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 248,011.10 265,579.01 24,891.17 
Tax Expense — Property 55,781.00 53,578.00 4,928.00 
Tax Expense — Other 50,629.44 50,366.60 3,830.75 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 156,258.87 150,405.25 13,369.85 
Interest Expense — Other 46,621.03 66,192.73 6,328.42 
Other Deductions -0- -0- -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 5,716,793.19 6,126,074.49 688,171.72 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 46,995.53 301,237.60CR 17,038.26CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Interest 119,978.88CR 124,609.90CR 11,026.46CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Other 
Other Capital Credits and 

6,687.18CR 61,031.74CR 4,446.71CR 

Patronage Dividends 13,799.94CR 16,863.28CR -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 94,470.47CR 503,742.52CR 32,526.43CR 

Manager's report to the board — November 1993 
Statistics and Revenue Data November 1992 October 1993 November 1993 

Number Connected Consumers 4,926 4,992 4,985 
Average kwh Used 1,349.2 874.5 1,319.2 
Average Bill $140.76 $99.88 $140.69 
No. kwh Purchased 7,368,331 4,918,875 7,174,552 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 6,646,325 4,365,741 6,576,153 
Line Loss Percent 9.8% 11.2% 8.3% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06585 $0.07420 $0.06267 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.07301 $0.08360 $0.06837 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.10520 $0.11639 $0.10771 
Miles Energized 1,469 1,474 1,474 
Revenue Per Mile ($483.00) ($357.67) ($488.94) 
Total Expense Per Mile $430.83 $366.72 $466.87 

When your power is out... we’re on the tine! 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have 

electricity. Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have your 
account number and location readily available so we may restore your service quickly. 

Local calls — dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 
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Direct Broadcast Satellite 
service coming this year! 

A few weeks ago, a rocket 
blasted into the atmosphere from 
the northern tip of South America — 
but it will really launch the way you 
watch television, right here in east- 
central Illinois. 

The rocket’s payload includes a 

high-powered satellite that will be 
parked in a special orbit 22,000 
miles above the United States. From 
there, the satellite will transmit 
eventually up to 150 channels of 
popular television programming to 
homes across the country. 

It’s called Direct Broadcast 
Service (DBS), and E.E.C. Services, a 
subsidiary of Edgar Electric, will 
bring this service to your home. 

DBS-TV uses an 18-inch satel¬ 
lite dish that is set in a stationary 
location. The dish can be mounted 
on the roof, the side of the house, on 
a porch, or other locations. The 
system also uses an integrated 
receiver/decoder wired to your TV. 
The receiver/coder is smaller than 
mostV.C.R. equipment. 

The equipment package, pro¬ 
duced by RCA, will cost $699 or 
$799, plus installation. An installa¬ 
tion kit will be available for do-it- 
yourselfers, or if you prefer, profes¬ 
sional installation will be offered. 

The key to DBS-TV is the pro¬ 
gramming choices and 

■ values it will offer. The 
programming will include 
such favorites as The Car¬ 
toon Network, Country 
Music Television, CNN, 
Discovery Channel, The ■ Disney Channel, Headline 
News, Nashville Network, ■ Turner Classic Movies, TNT, 
The USA Network, and 
WTBS-Atlanta, while nego¬ 
tiations with other popular 
channels are continuing. 
When negotiations are 

completed, we will announce pro¬ 
gramming packages and prices. The 
prices will be very competitive. 

E.E.C. Services is planning to 
offer both the equipment and pro¬ 
gramming subscription services. At 
this time, E.E.C. is authorized to sell 
only to non-cabled residences in 
Edgar and Coles counties and to all 
residences in Clark County. Persons 
living in Vermilion and Douglas 
counties will be served by the East¬ 
ern Illini Electric Cooperative in 
Paxton. 

If you would like to receive more 
information about the DBS-TV 
project or would like information on 
the early sign-up program, please 
call us at 463-4145 or 800-635- 
4145. 

Annual Meeting 
12b 

Financial Report 
12d 

Why Wait for DBS-TV? 

• Lower cost • Clearer viewing 
• Easy to use • Programming you want to see 

v     J 
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Hand-held appliance protection 

The scientific 
world has once 
again come to 
our aid in pro¬ 
tecting us from 
ourselves. 

The scientific world has once 
again come to our aid in protecting 
us from ourselves. And as you did 
your Christmas shopping you may 
have noticed large, box-like devices 
on the ends of some appliance cords 

displayed in the stores. 
Although receptacles in 

bathrooms of dwelling units 
have been required to be 
protected by ground fault 

circuit interrupters (GFCI) for many 
years, there are still many recep¬ 
tacles in use in existing bathrooms 
that are not protected. Cord- and 
plug-connected appliances such as 
hair dryers, curling irons, etc., 
which can accidentally fall into 
bathtubs are now required by the 
National Electrical Code to be 
provided with some form of protec¬ 

tive device that is part of the appli¬ 
ance. 

These devices can be either an 
appliance leakage current inter¬ 
rupter (ALCI) designed to de-ener¬ 
gize the electrical supply to the 
appliance when leakage current 
exceeds a predetermined value; or 
an immersion detection circuit 
interrupter (IDCI) to de-energize the 
supply when a liquid causes a 
conductive path between a live part 
and a sensor; or a ground fault 
circuit interrupter to shut off the 
power supply when the current to 
ground exceeds a predetermined 
value. 

They work in different ways, but 
they’re all intended to protect us by 
shutting off the power to an appli¬ 
ance under abnormal conditions. 

For your con¬ 
venience, 
monthly Edgar 
Electric pay¬ 
ments can be 
made at one of 
several area 
banks. 

F.Y.I. remote payment sites, 
mail procedures ... 

For your convenience, monthly 
Edgar Electric payments can be 
made at one of several area banks. 
Just take your statement along with 
your payment to one of the following 
locations: 

✓ First Federal Bank locations 
in Marshall and Paris 

✓ Edgar County Bank locations 
in Paris and Hume 

✓ Martinsville Branch of the 
Bank of Casey 

✓ Citizens National Bank in 
Paris 

Each of these sites accept pay¬ 
ments up until the 10th of the 
month. Payments after the 10th will 
not be accepted. These locations 

serve only as a payment location. 
Bank employees do not have access 
to or information regarding your 
Edgar Electric account. 

Edgar Electric payment enve¬ 
lopes are available at the cooperative 
office. Feel free to stop by and pick 
up a year’s supply. Envelopes must 
be postmarked by the 10th to avoid 
penalties. When the cooperative is 
closed, members may also use the 
convenient drop box at the coopera¬ 
tive headquarters. 

Reminder: if the 10th falls on the 
weekend or holiday, you have until 
the following business day to make 
payment at the cooperative office and 
still avoid any penalties. 
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The heat is on! 
Cold, crisp, bone-chilling wintry 

days — you want to stay warm and 
cozy indoors as efficiently and 
economically as possible. What to do 
when the heat is on and you want to 
get the most for your energy dollars? 
Here are some helpful tips: 

* Keep windows near your thermo¬ 
stat tightly closed. Drafts will 
keep your furnace working even 
though the rest of the room has 
reached a comfortable tempera¬ 
ture. 

* Check the attic access door to 

New 
The Washington, D.C., based 

National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association has selected Congress¬ 
man Glen English (D-Okla.) as its 
new chief executive officer. English, 
who will begin his duties in March, 
will give up his seat in the House to 
head the nation’s largest rural- 
oriented cooperative organization. 

English, 53, will replace Bob 
Bergland, who will be retiring after a 
distinguished career of serving rural 
America. Bergland is a former 
congressman from Minnesota who 
also served on President Carter’s 
Cabinet as Secretary of Agriculture. 
Congressman English also has 
strong ties to agriculture and has 
earned a reputation in Washington 
for being one for rural 
electrification’s strongest friends. He 

make sure it is well insulated 
and weatherstripped. 

* Keep draperies and shades open in 
sunny windows; close them at 
night. 

* And, don’t forget that for comfort 
in cooler temperatures warm 
clothes provide some of the best 
insulation. 

To find out more ways to keep 
the heat where it belongs, just 
contact us. We’ll be happy to help 
you — and your pocketbook — when 
the heat is on. 

chief 
has represented western rural 
Oklahoma since 1974, and he 
currently chairs the House subcom¬ 
mittee that oversees the Rural 
Electrification Administration. 
English also is a member of the 
Congressional Rural Caucus, the 
Rural Health Care Coalition steering 
committee and the Conservative 
Democratic Forum. 

Representative English will take 
the reign of NRECA during a period 
of time that will see many changes 
in the utility industry. NRECA is the 
national service organization of the 
nation’s 1,000 consumer-owned 
rural electric systems that provide 
electric service to more than 12 
million homes, farms schools and 
other customers in 46 states. 

Annual Meeting for Edgar Electric Members 

Saturday, March 5 
Location: Crestwood School, Paris 
1 mile east of Paris on Route 150 

Please plan to attend! 
This is your opportunity to learn about your cooperative 

Representative 
English will 
take the reign 
of NRECA dur¬ 
ing a period of 
time that will 
see many 
changes in the 
utility indus¬ 
try. 
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Operating statement — December 1993 

Account Description Last Year 

Year-to-date 

Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $6,410,356CR $7,139,489CR $712,177CR 

Cost of Purchased Power 4,422,112 4,527,483 466,809 

Transmission Expense 1,178 1,865 142 

Distribution Expense — Operation 163,756 174,209 11,554 

Distribution Expense — Maintenance 344,735 471,712 32,811 

Consumer Accounts Expense 188,743 193,239 19,410 

Customer Service and Informational Expense 79,958 117,428 10,408 

Administrative & General Expense 585,998 660,798 65,648 

Operation & Maintenance Expense 5,786,480 6,146,734 606,782 

Depreciation & Amortization Expense 271,011 290,524 24,945 

Tax Expense — Property 60,852 58,506 4,928 

Tax Expense — Other 54,768 54,656 4,289 

Interest on Long-Term Debt 170,357 164,004 13,599 

Interest Expense — Other 53,027 73,601 7,408 

Other Deductions -0- -0- -0- 

Cost of Electric Service 6,396,495 6,788,025 661,951 

Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 13,861 CR 351,464CR 50,226CR 

Nonoperating Margins — Interest 131,082CR 135,497CR 10,887CR 

Nonoperating Margins — Other 7,233CR 65,396CR 4,364CR 

Other Capital Credits and Patronage Dividends 13,800CR 16,863CR -0- 

Patronage Capital or Margins 165,976CR 569,220CR 65,477CR 

Manager's report to the board — December 1993 
Statistics and Revenue Data December 1992 November 1993 December 1993 

Number Connected Consumers 4,926 4,985 4,968 

Average kwh Used 1,349.2 1,319.2 1,266.5 
Average Bill $140.76 $140.69 $142.48 
No. kwh Purchased 7,368,331 7,174,552 7,127,840 

No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 6,646,325 6,576,153 6,292,034 

Line Loss Percent 9.8% 8.3% 11.7% 

Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06585 $0.06267 $0.06549 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.07301 $0.06837 $0.07419 

Member Cost Per kwh $0.10520 $0.10771 $0.11333 

Miles Energized 1,469 1,474 1,471 

Revenue Per Mile ($483.00) ($488.94) ($494.51) 

Total Expense Per Mile $430.83 $466.87 $450.00 

When your power is out.. .we’re on the line! 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have 

electricity. Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have your 
account number and location readily available so we may restore your service quickly. j 

Local calls — dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 
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Prize Winners 
"«* 12b 

Financial Report 
12d 

Three members of Edgar Electric Co-operative Association were reelected to the board 
of directors during the member-owned cooperative’s 55th annual meeting Saturday, 
March 5, at Crestwood School in Paris. With manager Tom Hentz, right, are, from left, 
Jon Farris of Hume, John Fell of Kansas, and Dave Schiver of Martinsville. They were 
elected to three-year terms. 

Meter reading program planned 
Edgar Electric Co-operative will 

begin a new meter reading program 
June 1, a change designed to im¬ 
prove member service and reduce 
costs. Cooperative officials reported 
during Edgar Electric’s 55th Annual 
Meeting Saturday, March 5, at 
Crestwood School in Paris that co-op 
meter readers would begin monthly 
readings of members’ electric 
meters, ending the practice of 
requiring members to report their 
own meter readings. 

President Joe Welsh of Marshall 
and manager Tom Hentz used a 
video presentation to explain the 
new program. “While this is a dra¬ 
matic move for the cooperative, the 
new program will provide members 
with better service while improving 
efficiency at the cooperative,” Hentz 
said. 

Hentz also updated members on 
the status of the cooperative’s 
subsidiary organizations that pro¬ 
vide propane gas and telecommuni¬ 
cations services. He said the coop¬ 
erative has a variety of mobile radio 
and telephone capabilities and 
paging services, as well as television 
programming that features the new 
direct broadcast satellite television 
option known as "DirecTV.” He said 
the cooperative propane gas subsid¬ 

iary has been very successful. 
“Edgar Propane Supply, which 
began operations in 1992, already 
boast more than 850 customers and 
the delivery of more than one million 
gallons of propane last year,” he 
added. 

Welsh focused on the 150th 
anniversary of the founding of the 
cooperative enterprise movement. 
Welsh said the first cooperative was 
established in England in 1844 by a 
group of craftsmen and merchants. 
He traced the development of coop¬ 
eratives to the modern time of 
electric and telephone cooperatives 
in Illinois. 

“Your cooperative was created to 
make life more comfortable and 
more fulfilling for you, your family 
and friends. As long as there are 
people living in regions such as this, 
there will be a need for an organiza¬ 
tion like this one,” he said. “Fortu¬ 
nately, the federal government has 
recognized this. The Rural Electrifi¬ 
cation Administration, which has 
long provided loans to help build 
and maintain the cooperatives, has 
been given new assignments. A law 
signed by President Clinton in 
November 1993 encourages rural 
electric utilities to help their com- 

(continued on page 12c) 
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55th Annual Meeting of Members 
DOOR PRIZE LISTING FOR MARCH 5,1994 

GRAND PRIZE 
DRAWINGS: 

EEC SERVICES, INC. 
COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION 

DBS SATELLITE SYSTEM 

(INCLUDES INSTALLATION & 6 

MONTHS OF PERSONAL 
CHOICE PROGRAMMING 

PACKAGE) 

TERRY HACKETT 

EDGAR PROPANE 
SUPPLY 

PGS GAS GRILL COMPLETE 
WITH 20# CYLINDER 

DOLSON TOWNHOUSE 

EDGAR ELECTRIC 
CO-OP. ASSOC. 

MAGNAVOX 20" COLOR 

TELEVISION WITH REMOTE 

RAYMOND HUEY 

Donor Prize Winner 

Edgar Electric Cooperative Assoc. 

Allen Vietor, 

Monte Eagle Products, Inc. 

Buck Hiatt 

Winters & Associates Printing 

Electric Laboratories & Sales 

Edgar Electric Co-Operative Assoc. 

Terry Elston, 

State Farm Insurance 

Edgar Electric Co-Op. Assoc. 

Allen Vietor, 

Monte Eagle Products, Inc. 

Edgar Electric Co-Op. Assoc. 

Fletcher-Reinhardt 

Edgar Electric Co-Operative Assoc. 

Pearman’s Pharmacy 

Terry Elston, 

State Farm Insurance 

Edgar Electric Co-Op. Assoc. 

Edgar Electric Co-Operative Assoc. 

Edgar Electric Co-Op. Assoc. 

Terry, Elston, 

State Farm Insurance 

Buck Hiatt, 

Winters & Associates 

Edgar Electric Co-Op. Assoc. 

Allen Vietor, 

Monte Eagle Products, Inc. 

Edgar Electric Co-Op. Assoc. 

Edgar County Seed Company 

Terry Elston, 

State Farm Insurance 

WaterFurnace of Illinois 

Mooney Ford, Chrisman 

Edgar Electric Co-Op. Assoc. 

Allen Vietor, 

Monte Eagle Products, Co. 

Edgar Electric Co-Op. Assoc. 

WaterFurnace of Illinois 

Terry Elston, Agent 

State Farm Insurance 
Edgar Electric Co-Op. Assoc, 

mini FS 
Edgar Electric Co-Op. Assoc. 

Buck Hiatt, 

Winters & Associates Printing 

Terry Elston, Agent 

State Farm Insurance 

WaterFurnace of Illinois 

Countryside Chevrolet, Inc. 

Keys Fertilizer 

Edgar Electric Co-Op. Assoc. 

Illini FS 

Keys Fertilizer 

Edgar Electric Co-Op. Assoc. 

Greg Ingrum, Dist. Sales Mgr. 

Akin Seed Company 

Allen Vietor, 

Monte Eagle Products, Inc. 

Edgar Electric Co-Op. Assoc. 

W.E.S.C.O. 

Edgar Electric Co-Op. Assoc. 

Fletcher-Reinhardt Co. 

Keys Fertilizer 

Steve Winkler Chevrolet Cadillac 

Paris Rural King Supply 

Linkon Auto Supply 

Westbend 4QT Slow Cooker 

50#Tuffy Dog Food 

Proctor Silex Steam Iron 

Sunbeam Can Opener 

Westbend Power Peeler 

Hamilton Beach Electric Knife 

Road Atlas 

1/2 Gallon Water Jug 
1-Pair Insulated Gloves 

1-25' Extension Cord 

12“ Oscillating Fan 

Krypton Combo Lights Set 

Johnson & Johnson 1st Aid Kit 

Road Atlas 

1/2 Gallon Water Jug 

Tapworks Water Distiller 

1/2 Gallon Water Jug 

Road Atlas 

Regal Coffeemaker 

Dazey Coffeewarmer 

Tapworks Water Distiller 

1-Pair Insulated Gloves 

1-25' Extension Cord 

40# Vigortone Dogfood 

Road Atlas 

1/2 Gallon Water Jug 

Motorcraft Oil Change Kit 

Rival Automatic Steamer/Rice Cooker 

1-Pair Insulated Gloves 

1-25' Extension Cord 
1/2 Gallon Water Jug 

Road Atlas 

Tapworks Water Distiller 

21# FS Laundry Detergent 

Electric Tea Kettle 
West Bend 3 Speed Mixer 

Road Atlas 

1/2 Gallon Water Jug 

Oil Change & Free Car Wash 

Certificate-1 Bag Top Yield Fertilizer 

Tapworks Water Distiller 

21# Box Laundry Detergent 

Certificate-1 Bag Top Yield Fertilizer 

Tapworks Water Distiller 

Agri-Gold Coat & Hat Set 

1-Pair Insulated Gloves 

1-25' Extension Cord 

Certificate-Installation of 1 Mercury 

Vapor Security Light 

Tapworks Water Distiller 

Lasko Pedestal Fan 

Certificate-1 Bag Top Yield Fertilizer 

Free Oil Change 

$20.00 Gift Certificate 

Mud Flaps & Hand Cleaner 

Stephen L. Shonk 

Virginia Cutright 

Warren Lee Hammond 

Larry Welsh 

Alice Siverly 

Penny Watters 

Dave Wallace 

Beth L. Stutler 

Wayne & Norma Hendrix 

Howard Cox 

Bernard & Betty Good 

Dwayne & Joanne Shumaker 

Russel & Avis Sutton 

Doug Mattingly & Denise 

Donald & Dorothy Brinkerhoff 

Evelyn Simons 

Virginia Gill 

Herman & Norma Seidel 

Forrest H. & Alberta Nay 

Tim Hufnagel 

Charles & Patricia McDaniel 

Brent & Lanelle Becker 

Leon Williams 

Thomas & Joan Mattingly 

TP. Lauher 

Robert & Nina Baker 

Thomas G. & Carolyn Baker 

Gordon W. & Ruth Guymon 

CasimerTrefz 

Julia L. Boone 

Dan & Mary A. Mickler 

Larry & Phyllis Garwood 

Richard Winans 

Pine Grove Community Club 

Wayne Griffin 

Wayne L. & Betty Tmgley 

Bessie Snedeker 

John A. Gamble 

Kenneth B. & Gertrude Wilson 

Kidley Community Church 

Edgar M. E. Church 

Charles Blankenship 
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Parkway Furniture 
Uliana Tire Co. Inc. 
Edgar Electric Co-Op. Assoc. 

Water Furnace of Illinois 
Edgar Electric Co-Operative Assoc. 

Edgar Electric Co-Operative Assoc. 

Uliana Tire Co., Inc. 
Keys Fertilizer 
Edgar Electric Co-Op. Assoc. 

Buck & Son Plumbing 

Edgar County Bank & Trust Company 
Edgar Electric Co-Operative Assoc. 

Hawkeye Inspection Company 

Steve Winkler Chevrolet Cadillac 
Pennington 

Edgar Electric Co-Operative Assoc. 

Zimmerly Ready Mix 

Edgar Electric Co-Operative Assoc. 

Marrs Furniture Store 

Uliana Tire Co, Inc. 

Keys Fertilizer 

David Wade, 

Bass Mollet Publishing 
Hevi-Duty Electric 

First Federal Bank and 

George Gagliardo, Motorola, Inc. 
Edgar Electric Co-Op. Assoc. 

Keys Fertilizer 

Buck Hiatt, 

Winters & Associates Printing 

V R Myers, Inc. 
Edgar Electric Co-Op. Assoc. 

Brownstown Electric Supply Co, Inc. 

Gary Harris, 0 & M Services 

ALTEC 

Uliana Tire Co, Inc. 
Edgar Propane Supply 

David Wade, 

Bass Mollett Publishing 

Linda McGinness 

Creative Custom Sewing 

Hoover Brush-Vac 

Free Oil Change 
Portable Electric Heater 

Westbend Curly Fry Cutter 

Tapworks Water Distiller 
Cordless Drive R-Drill 

Free Oil Change 
Certificate-1 Bag Top Yield Fertilizer 

Surge Suppressor 
Booster Cables 

Insulated Cake Pan 

Silver Coins 

Rival Cookie Factory 
Homak18'Tooi Chest 

Free Oil Change 

West Bend Coffeemaker 

Certificate 1 Yd. Concrete 
Battery Charger 

2' Step Ladder 
50# Bag Joy Dog Food 

Certificate-1 Bag Top Yield Fertilizer 
Desk Accessories 

AM/FM Radio 

2 Tickets Riverboat Casino 

$50.00 Cash 

Tapworks Water Distiller 

Certificate-1 Bag Top Yield Fertilizer 

Rival Can Opener 

Freedom Sports Bag 

West Bend Electric Tea Kettle 

Assorted Marion-Kay Spices 

Gift of Member’s Choice 

50# Bag Joy Dog Food 
Masterbuilt Charcoal/Gas Smoker 
Desk Accessories 

Appliqued Denim Apron 

Charles & Nancy Salisbury 

Paul & Gwen Ordorff 
Claybum Bevis 

Wilford P. Stratten 
Wesley & Peggy Veach 

Josephine Lamb 
J. Lewis & Florence Stoelting 
Cash D. Wright 

Fred & Charline Kuhn 
Frank Drake 

Harold W. & Marie Osborne 
Julia Omdoff 
Mary Francis Fruin 

Charles Q. & Wilma 

Howard Beauchamp 
Dean & Bettie Hendrix 

Ralph & Doris Pantle 

Lucille Wyrick 
Josiah & Ruth Ingram 

Stuart & Teresa Fuqua 

James & Ruth Rowe 

John & Marjorie Dyer 

Jimmie L. & Joan Simons 

Mrs. OvkJ Swinford 
Herbert & Mildred Perry 

Charles & Viola Hunter 

Opal Landes 

Dennis Gosnell 

Herschel Miller 

Richard Hires 

Raymond & Pauline Hutchings 

Eugene & Neva Poynter 
Veda M. Parrish 
Esther Marrs 

Audrey Lycan 

$100 Gift Certificate At Rural King Supply 

Annual meeting 
Continued from page 12a 
munities beyond providing electric¬ 
ity. They are now eligible for loans to 
help improve water supplies and 
wastewater treatment. 

“Cooperatives are also allowed to 
help rural economic development in 
other ways. Throughout Illinois, 
these utilities are already looking at 
other important rural issues—health 
care, communications, education, 
crime. But they haven’t forgotten the 
primary need for safe, dependable, 
efficient electricity at affordable 
costs,” Welsh added. 

Three members of the coopera¬ 
tive were reelected to three-year 
terms on the board: Jon Farris of 
Hume, District 7; John Fell of 
Kansas, District 8; and David 
Schiver of Martinsville, District 9. 

The report of secretary-treasurer 
Fell indicated that the cooperative 

has total revenue of $7,139,489 in 
1993, up from $6,410,355 in 1992. 
Power costs in 1993 were 
$4,527,483, compared to 
$4,423,242 in 1992. Margins for 
1993 were $351,464. Fell reported 
that the average kilowatt-hours used 
per month per member were 1,052, 
the first time the average had ex¬ 
ceeded 1,000. 

Four employees of the coopera¬ 
tive received service awards: Verlin 
D. Funkhouser and Robert 
Smithson, 25 years; and Greg 
Hollingsworth and Kent D. 
Milbourn, five years. 

Following the members’ meet¬ 
ing, the board met in a reorganiza¬ 
tion session and elected Dave Hollis 
of Paris as president; Farris, vice 
president; Fell, secretary-treasurer; 
and Tom Murphy of Marshall, 
assistant secretary-treasurer. 
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Operating statement — January 1994 

Account Description 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital 
Cost of Purchased Power 
Transmission Expense 
Distribution Expense — Operation 
Distribution Expense — Maintenance 
Consumer Accounts Expense 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 
Administrative & General Expense 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 
Tax Expense — Property 
Tax Expense — Other 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 
Interest Expense — Other 
Other Deductions 
Cost of Electric Service 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 
Nonoperating Margins — Interest 
Nonoperating Margins — Other 
Other Capital Credits and Patronage Dividends 
Patronage Capital or Margins 

Last Year 
$699,679.27CR 
441,159.00 

223.40 
13,659.43 
22.526.08 
11,571.46 
7,976.91 

43,909.22 
541,025.50 
23,062.30 

4,858.00 
5,556.31 

14.122.09 
6,098.57 

-0- 

594,722.77 
104,956.50CR 

11,167.95CR 
483.48CR 

-0- 

116.607.93CR 

Year-to-date 
Current Year 

$631,349.07CR 
436,833.00 

-0- 

12,999.79 
35,000.66 
20,440.46 
6,063.90 

50,020.84 
561,358.65 

25,016.11 
4,928.00 
5,978.73 

13,638.18 
7,858.71 

-0- 

618,778.38 
12,570.69CR 
10,724.91CR 
4,422.29CR 

-0- 

27,717.89CR 

Current Month 
$631,349.07CR 
436,833.00 

-0- 

12,999.79 
35,000.66 
20.440.46 

6,063.90 
50,020.84 

561,358.65 
25,016.11 
4,928.00 
5,978.73 

13,638.18 
7,858.71 

-0- 

618,778.38 
12,570.69CR 
10,724.91CR 
4,422.29CR 

-0- 

27,717.89CR 

Manager's report to the board — January 1994 
Statistics and Revenue Data January 1993 December 1993 January 1994 

Number Connected Consumers 4,920 4,968 4,962 
Average kwh Used 1,287.6 1,266.5 1,113.8 
Average Bill $141.05 $142.48 $126.21 
No. kwh Purchased 7,255,527 7,127,840 6,337,383 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 6,334,820 6,292,034 5,526,507 
Line Loss Percent 12.7% 11.7% 12.8% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06080 $0.06549 $0.06893 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.06964 $0.07419 $0.07904 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.11116 $0.11333 $0.11518 
Miles Energized 1,470 1,471 1,474 
Revenue Per Mile ($483.90) ($494.51) ($438.60) 
Total Expense Per Mile $404.57 $448.26 $419.80 

When your power is out... we’re on the tine! 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have 

electricity. Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have your 
account number and location readily available so we may restore your service quickly. 

Local calls — dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 
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The DBS receiver is small and easily installed. 

The second rural revolution 
If bringing electricity to rural 

America was the first “Rural Revolu¬ 
tion,” then the arrival of DirecTV 
could easily be called the second. 
DirecTV is a revolutionary new 
satellite service that will deliver 
approximately 150 channels of 
universal, digital television through 
a low-cost receiving dish, which is 
about the size of a large pizza dish. 

DirecTV will allow rural Ameri¬ 
cans to watch 24-hour news, sports, 
music, videos, movies — everything 
that is available on cable systems or 
large satellite dishes. 

E.E.C. Services, a wholly owned 
subsidiaiy of Edgar Electric Coop¬ 
erative Association, is heading the 
project this area. E.E.C. Services is 
authorized to sell DirecTV in all 
households in Clark County and all 
non-cabled households in Edgar and 
Coles counties. 

E.E.C. Services views DirecTV as 
a way to provide a needed service to 
Edgar Electric members. “Many 
rural homes across the country 
receive only a few television chan¬ 
nels, and the reception can some¬ 
times be poor,” says Angela Griffin, 
Director of Member and Public 
Relations at the cooperative. 

“DirecTV can provide our area with 
the latest in programming offering a 
wide variety of choice for the consu¬ 
mer. ’That's the keyword...choice.” 

E.E.C. has been in the large dish 
business for several years, but the 
DirecTV television system has 
several advantages over large dish 
satellite systems. DirecTV will 
provide CD-quality sound and a 
superb picture quality. Also, 
DirecTV utilizes a stationary dish, so 
there is no need to adjust the dish to 
pick up the 150 channels available. 
The cost of a dish is considerably 
less than the cost of a large C-band 
satellite dish. 

During the initial start-up phase 
of the project, E.E.C. Services will 
receive approximately 500 receivers 
for the new system. “Interest in 
DirecTV has been very positive from 
our members,” Griffin stated. Griffin 
recommended that consumers 
wishing to purchase the DirecTV 
equipment call the cooperative office 
to get on the early sign-up program 
being offered. A $35 deposit is 
required for the early sign-up. When 
the consumer is hooked up for 
service, the deposit is applied to the 
purchase or rental of the equipment. 
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Office 
closing 

Monday, May 30, 

in observance of 

Memorial Day 

Switch 

for 

free! 

Free 

tank 

installation 

during 

May, 

June, 

and July 

Call 

Edgar 

Propane 

465-5800 
or 

800-343-5800 

The initial cost for a consumer to 
receive DirecTV television is approxi¬ 
mately $800 to purchase the equip¬ 
ment. Several monthly programming 
packages will be available ranging in 
different prices. Griffin stated that 
most popular cable channels will be 
available including channels such 
as CNN, Headline News, USA Net¬ 
work, WTBS, TNT and much, much 
more. E.E.C. should start getting 
equipment in late April or May and 
should be very busy getting consum¬ 
ers on-line for DirecTV. 

Besides Edgar Electric, several 
electric cooperatives in Illinois will 
be involved in the DirecTV venture, 
including Shelby Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, headquartered in Shelbyville, 
and Eastern Mini Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, headquartered in Paxton. Edgar 
Electric members residing in Vermil¬ 
ion or Douglas counties should 
contact Eastern Mini Electric Coop¬ 
erative regarding their early sign-up 
program. 

Blinking digital clocks and trimming trees 
Coming home to a digital clock 

flashing “12:00” is an annoyance at 
best. It’s a tell-tale sign that your 
power has been interrupted, even if 
for only less than a second. 

It may be a small consolation, 
but it is highly likely that the power 
“outage” lasted only as long as it 
takes a tree limb to touch a power 
line while swaying in the breeze. 

Most systems that distribute 
electricity use protection devices on 
their lines. When these devices, 
called reclosers, sense a distur¬ 
bance, they actually open or by 
some other means break the circuit 
and very briefly interrupt the flow of 
electricity through that section of 
line. 

This disturbs your digital clocks 
or timers, true, but it also protects 
the equipment and in many cases 
prevents a prolonged power outage. 
The protection device recloses, 
reconnecting the circuit. If the 
disturbance that ripped the device in 

Plan before you plant 
Tree planting is a tradition of 

spring. Trees not only add beauty to 
any landscape but add value to your 
home. Before you plant a new tree 
around your home, consider these 
points: 

• Will the roots damage the 
foundation of the home? 

• Will branches brush cars using 
the driveway or obstruct a driver’s 
vision? 

• As the tree grows will branches 
drag across the roof and drop leaves 
in the gutter, or come dangerously 

the first place is still present, it will 
briefly interrupt service again and 
then try to reclose. Most protection 
devices will go through this process 
three times before the line goes 
dead. 

The disturbance to the line is 
often caused by tree branches. This 
explains why most electric utilities 
have an aggressive tree-trimming 
program in place. But, back to the 
flashing clocks. 

There are some solutions to the 
problem. You can buy digital clocks 
and appliances with back-ups for 
the digital display. These days, 
many clocks, timers on computers, 
VCRs and kitchen appliances are 
designed to take a battery that will 
take over during brief power inter¬ 
ruptions. 

Again, this is why landscaping 
plans are so important. Be prepared 
before you plant trees around you 
home. 

and stay untangled 
close to the home? 

• Will the new tree or brush 
damage underground electric wires? 

•Will the tree soon grow into 
electric lines and endanger service to 
yourself and your neighbors? 

Just about everyone likes trees 
— and everyone needs electricity. 
But remember: trees and power liens 
do not mix. If a tree branch is near a 
line and falls onto it, you and your 
neighbors could be without electric¬ 
ity. Remember ... plan before you 
plant. 
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Energy savings in 
If you could save 85 percent of 

the energy required to light your 
home and help to conserve the 
Earth’s resources by simply chang¬ 
ing some bulbs in your home, would 
you do it? The fact is that by replac¬ 
ing incandescent lighting with 
energy-efficient compact fluorescent 
lamps you can indeed reduce the 
energy required for lighting by up to 
85 percent and save money at the 
same time. 

What’s the catch, right? Actually 
there is none. Not only will compact 
fluorescents save energy consump¬ 
tion but a single compact fluores¬ 
cent lamp will replace 10 conven¬ 
tional incandescent bulbs during its 
lifetime. In fact, the use of a single 
13 watt compact fluorescent lamp 
(the equivalent light output of a 75 
watt incancescent) could over its 
10,000 hour lifetime eliminate one of 
the following: 

•The burning of 528 pounds of 
coal, which would produce one ton 
of C02 (acid rain). 

•1.3 barrels of oil 
If the use of compact fluorescent 

a single light bulb 
lighting were widespread, a stagger - 
ing $30 billion in energy savings 
could be realized every year. 

See your energy experts at your 
local co-op to lean more about 
compact fluorescents and how you 
can conserve energy and save 
money. 

Source: ProLight 

Compact fluorescent facts 
•Operating cost savings — 

compact fluorescents can reduce 
your lighting costs by as much as 85 
percent. 

•Super long life — compact 
fluorescents last 10,000 hours 00 
over 12 times longer than an incan¬ 
descent light bulb. 

•Protects the environment — a 
single compact fluorescent bulb 
operated over its lifetime can save 
up to 500 pounds of coal, 30 gallons 
of oil or 3,500 cubic feet of natural 
gas used to generate electricity. By 
not burning these fuels, carbon 
dioxide emissions can be reduced by 
up to 700 pounds. 

On sale at 

Edgar Electric 
Route 1 North, Paris 

13 watt 
G.E. “Energy Choice: 
Compact fluorescent 

Light bulbs 

Only $12.00 
(while supplies last) 

Tips for 
saving 
lighting 
costs 

•Study light bulb 
packages and ask 
about new energy 
efficient light prod¬ 
ucts. 

•Replace an 
incandescent light 
with compact fluo¬ 
rescent and you’ll 
out your energy cost 
for that light by 75 
percent. 

•Dust your light 
bulbs and fixtures. 
Dust then at least 
four times per year 
for best results. 
Keeping your bulbs 
and shades clean 
can increase the 
amount of light you 
get without using 
more energy. 

•Use light colors 
for floors, wells, and 
ceilings. The reflec¬ 
tive value will help 
make the most of all 
available light. 

•Make use of 
natural light. Ar¬ 
ranges your rooms 
to take better advan¬ 
tage of natural light. 
You can make a 
redd dent in your 
energy bills simply 
by moving a few 
desks and chairs 
closer to windows. 

•turn off the 
lights when you 
leave a room. If you 
have children, get 
them involved. 
Encourage a healthy 
respect for the 
environment, 
and Light 

Source: Energy Efficient 
Lighting, Indianapolis 
Power 
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Operating statement — February 1994 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $1,313,779.28CR $1,304,273.1 OCR $672,924.03CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 840,149.94 874,170.00 437,337.00 
Transmission Expense 373.40 122.34 122.34 
Distribution Expense — Operation 22,359.79 33,493.57 20,493.78 
Distribution Expense — Maintenance 47,532.08 76,008.84 41,008.18 
Consumer Accounts Expense 39,252.51 33,918.78 13,478.32 
Customer Service and 

Informational Expense 14,918.57 10,417.33 4,353.43 
Administrative & General Expense 96,955.02 92,883.94 42,863.10 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 1,061,541.31 1,121,014.80 559,656.15 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 46,728.64 50,201.60 25,185.49 
Tax Expense — Property 9,716.00 9,856.00 4,928.00 
Tax Expense — Other 11,046.69 11,328.41 5,349.68 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 27,269.35 26,346.21 12,708.03 
Interest Expense — Other 11,520.56 14,956.91 7,098.20 
Other Deductions -0- -0- -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 1,167,822.55 1,233,703.93 614,925.55 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 145,956.73CR 70,569.17CR 57,998.48CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Interest 22,119.1 SCR 21,304.66CR 10,579.75CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Other 1,025.65CR 1,455.52CR 2,966.77 
Other Capital Credits and 

Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 169,101.51CR 93,329.35CR 65,611.46CR 

Manager's report to the board — February 1994 
Statistics and Revenue Data February 1993 January 1994 February 1994 

Number Connected Consumers 4,921 4,962 4,954 
Average kwh Used 1,115.4 1,113.8 1,215.3 
Average Bill $123.75 $126.21 $134.71 
No. kwh Purchased 6,296,437 3,337,383 6,724,861 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 5,488,800 5,526,507 6,020,553 
Line Loss Percent 12.8% 12.8% 10.5% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06337 $0.06893 $0.06503 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.07269 $0.07904 $0.07264 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.11269 $0.11518 $0.11256 
Miles Energized 1,470 1,474 1,474 
Revenue Per Mile ($425.57) ($438.60) ($461.69) 
Total Expense Per Mile $389.86 $419.80 $417.18 

When your power is out.. .we’re on the line! 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your.neighbors have 

electricity. Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have your 
account number and location readily available so we may restore your service quickly 

Local calls — dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 
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The cooperative difference 
Today many electric cooperative 

consumers don’t remember the first 
day electricity came to their homes. 
In fact, your electricity was probably 
already there when you moved in — 
one of those automatic things like 
the telephone line and running 
water. 

The day you joined your electric 
cooperative you became a member of 
a unique organization. An electric 
cooperative is different. The fact is, 
there are a lot of positive differences 
between receiving your electricity 
from a cooperative and receiving it 
from an Investor Owned Utility (IOU) 
or municipal utility. 

The bottom line: 
■ Your electric cooperative is 

not-for-profit and consumer-owned, 
like the local credit union or farm 
supply cooperative. That means any 
revenue above expenses is eventu¬ 
ally returned to the member (you) in 
the form of capital credit payments. 

■ Your electric cooperative is 
committed to providing the best 
possible service at the lowest pos¬ 
sible cost. We take pride in our 
cooperative — a grass roots system 
of service started by pioneers like 
those who settled this area. Keeping 
the cost of electricity affordable 
helps keep local businesses competi¬ 
tive, while preserving our rural 
heritage and standard of living. 

The board room: 
■ As a member of this electric 

cooperative, you have a direct voice 
in the operation of the cooperative. 
You elect the board of directors and 
vote on business matters at the 
annual meeting. 

■ The directors and manage¬ 
ment at your electric cooperative 
have a genuine interest in you. After 
all, directors receive their electricity 
from the cooperative, too. Anytime 
you have a problem or concern, you 
can call your cooperative office or 
your director. 

The philosophy of service: 
■Cooperatives were the first to 

serve rural areas. They were formed 
when lOUs refused to serve sparsely 
populated areas. Because lOUs are 
profit motivated, they didn’t see the 
value of serving rural and suburban 
areas. 

■ Cooperatives are involved in 
our communities. We live here, too, 
and take an active interest in better¬ 
ing our communities through in¬ 
volvement in local schools, civic 
clubs and business organizations. 

■ Electric cooperatives help each 
other out. Your electric cooperative 
is one of hundreds of cooperatives 
across the country providing elec¬ 
tricity and other services to rural 
and urban America. When a major 
storm or other disaster forces an 
outage, neighboring cooperatives 
often come to the rescue, providing 
their equipment and personnel to 
help get the power back on fast. 

Once in a while, electric coopera¬ 
tives are taken to task for the low- 
interest loans received from the 
Rural Electrification Administration. 
This program was developed to 
provide funding for the high cost of 
constructing millions of miles of 
power lines needed to provide 
electricity to rural America. Today, 
these funds are essential to main¬ 
tain those power lines and the 
equipment needed to serve new 
growth. 

In truth, lOUs and municipal 
utilities receive far more subsidies 
than electric cooperatives. lOUs 
receive big tax benefits, and munici¬ 
pal utilities are allowed to raise 
capital by selling bonds that have 
tax-exempt interest. 

lOUs receive more than $5 
billion annually in federal subsidies. 
Municipal utilities receive more than 
$1 billion. Electric cooperatives 
receive less than $500 million, 
according to a 1993 report by the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association. 

Electric cooperatives face other 
hurdles: 

■ We have to provide electricity 
at a price competitive with lOUs 
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Youth 
Day in 

Springfield 

“Illinois Rural Electric and Telephone Youth Day” gave 275 downstate Illinois students 
and chaperones an opportunity to get a close-up look at state government in action. Two 
students representing Edgar Electric Co-operative Association met with Senator Harry 
“Babe” Woodyard and Representative Mike Weaver at the State Capitol in Springfield on 
Wednesday, April 13. From left are Representative Weaver, Luke Williams of Brocton, 
Angela Bruce Griffin, chaperone from Edgar Electric, Gregory Robinson of Marshall and 
Senator Woodyard. 

Co-op difference 
continued 

while constructing and maintaining 
thousands more miles of distribu¬ 
tion lines. The average electric 
cooperative has 4 consumers per 
mile compared to 43 for an IOU and 
83 for a municipal. 

■ We have fewer large industrial 
and commercial consumers than 
lOUs. Our revenue comes from 
serving many small accounts, 
homes, farms and communities. 

■ Our consumers are mainly 
residential, creating a low load 
factor. Our power demand can 
skyrocket depending on the time of 

year. That’s why every cooperative 
works hard to level out its load 
factor. 

Innovation and creativity have 
always been a part of the cooperative 
system. Despite our low population 
density and high cost of bringing 
electricity to rural America, we 
continue to work to maintain stable 
rates. That’s our commitment to 
you, our owner and member. 

There is something different 
about receiving your electricity from 
an electric cooperative. We think it’s 
a difference you can be proud of. 

Edgar Propane Supply 

“Switch For Free” 
offer good June and July 

CALL FOR DETAILS! 
465-5800 or800-343-5800 
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At work, at play, stay safe outdoors. 
Summer’s here! While you work and play outdoors during 

the summer months, keep in mind a few safety tips, such as: 
• When power lines are nearby, use wooden or fiberglass 

ladders — not metal. 
• Never use an electric mower on wet grass. 
•Fly kites with dry string only; never fly kites or model 

airplanes near power lines. 
•Tell children to stay away from utility substation fences 

and pad-mounted transformers. 
Make electrical safety part of your daily routine. And, 

contact us for more guidelines to help you work and play safely 
all summer long. 

You’ve got the power to save energy! 

Take an energy tour of your home to see where you might be 
able to save energy easily and efficiently. For starters, you can: 

•Replace old appliances with new energy-efficient ones. 
•Insulate your house, your attic, the water heater. 
• Use a water-efficient shower head. 
• Close drapes to keep out sun in summer; open them in 

winter. 
• Last, but not least, call us for an energy audit. 

There's lots more you can do to use energy efficiently and wisely. 
Just call on us, and we’ll be happy to advise you. 

“FarTtastic Ideas for Summer 
That good old stand-by, the electric fan, 

can help you save money on air conditioning. 

Whole House Fans 
In the heat of the night when tempera¬ 

tures are at or below 82 degrees, whole house 
fans can be the ticket to savings of up to 50 
percent on your cooling costs. Exhaust the 
warm, stale air by putting one in your attic (if 
you have good attic ventilation), or the cen¬ 
tral hall or stairway. 
Ceiling Fans 

A ceiling fan can help too. By moving air, 
the effect of evaporation makes you feel more 
comfortable at warmer temperature. And, it 
only uses about the same amount of electric¬ 
ity it takes to light a 15-watt light bulb. 

Window or Exhaust Fans 
In an open area, window fans are very 

effective, or use your fan for exhausting moist 
air from the bathroom or kitchen. 
Portable Fans 

Place a portable fan facing 
away from your window air 
conditioning unit to help spread 
the cool air around. The fan 
helps move cool air into other 
rooms and down hallways. Just 
as hot air rises, cool air sinks to 
the floor, so put the portable fan 
on the floor for best results. 
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Manager's report to the board - March 1994 
Statistics and Revenue Data March 1993 February 1994 March 1994 

Number Connected Consumers 4,910 4,954 4,954 
Average kwh Used 1,015.7 1,215.3 1,017.3 
Average Bill $116.26 $134.71 $116.22 
No. kwh Purchased 5.522,160 6,724,861 5,586,846 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 4,987,069 6,020,553 5,039,802 
Line Loss Percent 9.7% 10.5% 9.8% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06403 $0.06503 $0.06590 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.07090 $0.07264 $0.07305 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.11638 $0.11256 $0.11490 
Miles Energized 1,470 1,474 1,474 
Revenue Per Mile ($400.89) ($461.69) ($405.90) 
Total Expense Per Mile $365.69 $417.18 $380.07 

Operating statement — March 1994 

Account Description Last Year 
Year-to-date 
Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $1,890,001.70CR $1,885,903.1 SCR $581,630.03CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 1,193,743.94 1,242,323.00 368,153.00 
Transmission Expense 523.40 122.34 -0- 
Distribution Expense — Operation 38,057.47 49,432.57 15,939.00 
Distribution Expense — Maintenance 75,607.21 101,976.97 25,963.13 
Consumer Accounts Expense 56.517.43 52,723.86 18,805.08 
Customer Service and 

Informational Expense 23,678.94 21,312.32 10,894.99 
Administrative & General Expense 157,258.33 154,276.98 61,393.04 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 1,545,386.72 1,622,168.04 501,153.24 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 70,726.53 75,559.31 25,357.71 
Tax Expense — Property 14,574.00 14,784.00 4,928.00 
Tax Expense — Other 16.032.33 16,891.10 5,562.69 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 41,233.23 39,892.93 13,546.72 
Interest Expense — Other 17,427.91 24,628.01 9,671.10 
Other Deductions -0- -0- -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 1,705,380.62 1,793,923.39 560,219.45 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 184,621.08CR 91.979.74CR 21,410.57CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Interest 34,734.35CR 32,050.95CR 10,746.29CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Other 1.493.85CR 7,379.19CR 5,923.67CR 
Other Capital Credits and 

Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 220,849.28CR 131,409.88CR 38,080.53CR 

When your power is out... we’re on the line! 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have 

electricity. Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have your 
account number and location readily available so we may restore your service quickly. 

Local calls — dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 
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Could there be another 
energy crisis? 

Although memories of long lines at 
the gas pumps and the rush to 
conserve energy may be distant for 
most of us, a recent poll showed that 
Americans believe we could have 
another energy crisis. 

An energy policy organization in 
Washington, D.C., called Americans 
for Energy Independence, found that 
68 percent of Americans remember 
the 1973 energy crisis, and 58 
percent think we could experience 
another oil shock. 

Nationwide, oil imports have 
increased 23 percent from 6 million 
barrels of oil a day in 1973 to 7.4 
million barrels of oil a day during 
the first six months of 1993. In 
1993, 49.5 percent of domestic oil 
consumption was from imports. 

In fact, the figure for February 
1994 shows the nation consumed 
8.1 million barrels a day of crude 
and refined imported oil. This is 3 
percent higher than February 1993. 

The poll found 56 percent of 
Americans don’t know oil imports 
are higher than 20 years ago. 

In the meantime, domestic oil 
production dropped by 4.3 percent 
in 1993 as compared to 1992. 

While the U.S. actually imports 
more oil today than in 1973. the 
nation’s utilities decreased their 
consumption by using other fuels to 
generate electricity. 

Before 1973, utilities used 1.5 
million barrels of oil each day to 
generate electricity. Today they use 
fewer than 500,000 barrels daily. 

Coal remains the largest energy 
source for generating electricity at 
56 percent. Nuclear energy supplies 
33 percent, compared to 4 percent 
20 years ago. Hydropower and 
natural gas supply 9 percent, while 
oil now supplies only 3 percent, 
compared to 17 percent in 1973. 

Because of its vast reserves, coal 
is the wisest energy choice for 
producing electricity for generations. 
New technology has made it also one 

of the cleanest sources of energy 
because of scrubbers at the power 
plants that remove emissions and 
flyash from the coal-burning pro¬ 
cess. 

Experts say that with present- 
day mining technologies there are 
enough coal reserves to supply the 
nation with energy for 1,000 years. 
That will help keep the cost of your 
clean, co-op power stable for centu¬ 
ries. 

20 years after the 
oil embargo 

Do Americans know 
we import more oil? 

44o/0 56% 
know don’t know 

Source: Brunkln/Goldtng 9/93 

Fact: Imports are up by 
23% 

Barrels of oil per day 

1993 
1973 (first six months) 

Source: DOE/ELA Monthly Energy Review 1993 
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Improve air conditioning cost and comfort 
I need a new air condi¬ 

tioning unit. What should I 
keep in mind when shopping 
for a replacement? 

Correctly sizing the unit is 
important. Too large a system 
will do a poor job of 
dehumidification and will cost 
more to purchase and to 
operate. Too small a system 
will not cool your home 
adequately. 

Systems are sized to meet 
peak heating and cooling 
needs, which in summer is 
midafternoon. Units are sized 
by the “ton,” which represents 
12,000 Btu’s of cooling per 
hour. Factors such as geo¬ 

graphical area, building 
orientation, insulation, win¬ 
dows and doors are considered 
in sizing the unit correctly. 

Air conditioner sizing 
should never be based merely 
on an estimate. Methods are 
available from professional 
organizations such as ASHRAE 
(the American Society of 
Heating, Refrigerating and Air 
Conditioning Engineers, Inc.) 
and ACCA (the Air Conditioning 
Contractors of America). 
Computer software is also 
available to assist homeowners 
in sizing their own air condi¬ 
tioning systems. 

Air conditioners are rated 

by their Seasonal Energy 
Efficiency Ratio (SEER) and 
the Sensible Heat Fraction 
(SHF). The higher the SEER 
rating the greater the 
efficiency. A minimum SEER 
of 10 is required by the 
National Appliance Efficiency 
Standard. The SHF 
expresses the unit’s 
dehumidification ability. The 
lower the SHF, the better it 
dehumidified conditioned air. 
The suggested maximum 
SHF is 0.80. Units with a 
higher rating may not ad¬ 
equately dehumidify some 
homes. 

New meter reading program 
As stated earlier in this 

monthly magazine and at the 
Annual Meeting of Members, 
Edgar Electric has 
implemented a new meter 
reading program and billing 
system. The program started 
during the month of May. 
Co-op meter readers will 
replace the current policy that 
required Edgar Electric 
members to report their own 
monthly meter readings. 

In adopting a co-op meter 
reading program, Edgar 
Electric will join a growing 
number of electric 
cooperatives across Illinois 
and the rest of the nation that 
no longer ask residential 
members to provide their own 
monthly meter readings. 

The change is a dramatic 

one for long-time coopera¬ 
tive members. The monthly 
billing statement has been 
updated and changed 
slightly. This seems the 
hardest for members to 
become accustomed to. 
The cooperative billing 
department has received 
some very good comments 
from members on how to 
improve the billing 
statement. Members will 
see these changes 
implemented at a later 
date. 

The biggest change to 
come of the new system 
and the one members are 
most agreeable with is the 
fact that the member does 
not have to read the meter 
each month. One member 

implemented 
commented, “I’ll really 
appreciate this when it’s 
winter and there is a foot 
of snow on the ground!” 

The cooperative’s board 
of directors and cooperative 
staff spent a great deal of 
time studying options 
related to meter reading 
before adopting the new plan 
for co-op meter readings. The 
new program will provide 
members with better service 
while improving efficiency at 
the cooperative. Anyone 
needing additional 
information or having ques¬ 
tions regarding the new 
meter reading program and 
billing system are encour¬ 
aged to call the cooperative 
office. 

F.Y.I 
Due to the fact that the new billing program uses current cycle billing, area banks will 

no longer be accepting Edgar Electric payments. For your convenience, a return envelope 
will be enclosed each month to return your energy statement to the Cooperative office. 
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Co-op idea catching on — 
again 

Small businesses, fighting 
to survive in a tough economy, 
are increasingly turning to 
cooperatives to handle bulk 
purchases, health insurance, 
marketing and employee 
training. 

“People are looking for 
ways to compete against big 
chains and multinational 
corporations,” says Paul 
Hazen, vice president of 
membership services for the 
Washington, D.C.-based 
National Cooperative Business 
Association. Business 
cooperatives can offer small 
businesses advantages such 
as lower-priced bulk pur¬ 
chases. 

Traditionally, agricultural 
cooperatives have provided 
farmers with a way of saving 
money on grain and other 
supplies. But urban busi¬ 
nesses have been slower to 
see the advantage of working 
in groups — until now. 

“It’s all happening from 
the bottom up,” says Hazen. 
“Businesses are saying, ‘How 
can we solve this problem?’ 
Then they suddenly discover 
cooperatives.” 

Even franchise busi¬ 
nesses, which generally 
operate independently of their 
namesake companies, have 
turned to cooperatives. A 
company called America’s 
Favorite Chicken, for example, 
recently formed a purchasing 
cooperative so that its fran¬ 
chises could buy chicken. 
“They can guarantee the 
volume, so the price is lower,” 
Hazen says. 

Other bulk purchasing 
cooperatives have been 
formed in telecommunica¬ 
tions, pet supplies, pharma¬ 
ceuticals and security sys¬ 
tems. 

from Rural Electrification Magazine — 
February 1994 

★ W 
Office closing 

Monday, July 4, 
in observance of 

Independence Day 

Normal office hours on 
Tuesday, July 5 

Have a happy, but safe, 
4th of July! 

A A 

During the month of July 

SWITCH FOR 
FREE 

Call now for more 
information 

Also ask about 
contract pricing 

which begins June 18 

465-5800 
or 

800-343-5800 

Edgar Propane 
Supply 

Big Things Really Do 
Come In Small Packages 

The RCA-brand 
Digital Satellite 
System includes an 
18-inch dish, 
integrated receiver/ 
decoder and remote 
control unit. 

In 1994, the face of satellite television 
will change forever. That’s when DirecTV 
will start bringing approximately 150 channels of 
quality entertainment, cable and specialty pro¬ 
gramming directly to consumer homes over an 18- 
inch dish antenna. The dish-receiving system, 
priced at $699 and $799, will be easy to install 
and use. Once the dish is locked in place, you’ll 
never need to adjust it. 

You’ve waited until now for the best deal in televi¬ 
sion service. Doesn’t it make sense to wait just a 
little longer for the biggest deal in the smallest, 
most affordable package? DirecTv. It’s worth 
waiting for. 

Call EEC 

Services 

at 463-4145 

or 

800-635-4145 

for more 

information 

DtrecTv and Digital Satellite System are registered trademarks of Hughes Communications, Inc., a unit of CM Hughes Electronics. Installation may be required. Prices subject to change without notice. 

A member/affiliate of NRTC, an 
authorized DirecTv Distributor. 
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Operating statement — April 1994 

Account Description Last Year 

Year-to-date 
Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $2,475,793 $2,434,783 $548,880 

Cost of Purchased Power 1,543,410 1,600,655 358,332 

Transmission Expense 673 799 677 

Distribution Expense — Operation 50,226 67,693 18,260 

Distribution Expense — Maintenance 94,061 137,557 35,580 

Consumer Accounts Expense 70,946 78,855 26,131 

Customer Service and Informational Expense 30,504 32,484 11,172 

Administrative & General Expense 211,122 205,635 51,358 

Operation & Maintenance Expense 2,000,943 2,123.677 501,509 

Depreciation & Amortization Expense 94,790 101,180 25,620 

Tax Expense — Property 19,432 19,712 4,928 

Tax Expense — Other 21,556 24,270 7,379 

Interest on Long-Term Debt 54,874 53,261 13,368 

Interest Expense — Other 23,145 32.818 8,190 

Other Deductions -0- -0- -0- 

Cost of Electric Service 2,214,740 2,354,918 560,994 

Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 261,053 79,865 12,115CR 

Nonoperating Margins — Interest 45,879 42,871 10,820 

Nonoperating Margins — Other 7,150 12,978 5,599 

Other Capital Credits and Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 

Patronage Capital or Margins 314,082 135,714 4,304 

Manager's report to the board - April 1994 
Statistics and Revenue Data April 1993 March 1994 April 1994 

Number Connected Consumers 4,934 4,954 4,957 

Average kwh Used 1,046.4 1,017.3 939.9 

Average Bill $117.73 $116.22 $109.71 

No. kwh Purchased 5,486,747 5,586,846 5,260,588 

No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 5,162,804 5,039,802 4,659,311 

Line Loss Percent 5.9% 9.8% 11.4% 

Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06373 $0.06590 $0.06812 

Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.06773 $0.07305 $0.07691 

Member Cost Per kwh $0.1143 $0.11490 $0.11727 

Miles Energized 1,470 1,474 1,474 

Revenue Per Mile ($409.93) ($405.90) ($383.51) 

Total Expense Per Mile $346.50 $380.07 $380.59 

When your power is out... we’re on the tine! 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have 

electricity. Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have your 
account number and location readily available so we may restore your service quickly. 

Local calls — dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 
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Help lighten our load 
When everyone uses a lot of 

electricity at the same time, our 
electricity “load” grows. The highest 
point of electric load is called our 
“peak demand.” Big loads cost the 
cooperative — and you — more 
money because expensive equip¬ 
ment and fuel must be used to 
produce the extra electricity people 
need. 

Edgar Electric Co-operative is a 
summer peaking cooperative. We 
hit our highest peak demand 
during the period of June 15 to 
September 15 from 2 p.m. to 8 
p.m. The highest hour of peak 
demand is used to determine the 
cooperative’s wholesale power costs 
throughout the entire year. Whole¬ 
sale power costs equate to 70 
percent of the retail electric rates 
charged by the cooperative. With 
load management, utilities and 
customers can work together to 
spread electric usage throughout 
the day, thus helping to reduce the 
peak demand. 

Here’s how you can help. One 
of the simplest methods of load 
management is simply limiting 
your usage during the electric 

peak. If enough people would do this, 
peaks would be reduced and we 
would all save money. 

On the hot, steamy days of sum¬ 
mer, try using major appliances early 
in the morning and late at night. Set 
your thermostat at the highest pos¬ 
sible comfortable level. Use your 
dishwasher and washing machine 
only when you have full loads. Use all 
your appliances wisely. The more 
heat your appliances produce, the 
greater amount of energy your home 
uses to keep the air cool. 

Service offered gets members 
in hot water and still saves money! 

Edgar Electric Co-operative has 
a program that is sure to get its 
members in hot water and keep 
them there! 

If your water heater is getting 
some age on it, your family can 
replace your old water heater with 
a new, high-efficient water heater 
from Edgar Electric — FREE OF 
CHARGE! 

Qualifying for the water heater 
program is simple. First, the 
member must sign a contract, 
agreeing to follow the contract 
guidelines. Basically, the member 
agrees to use the water heater for 
the life of the equipment. The 
member must provide a coopera¬ 
tive representative with reasonable 
access to the water heater for 
periodic maintenance inspections 
and initially to install an electronic 

switch on the water heater. The 
member is responsible for the instal¬ 
lation of the water heater. 

The key to the success of the 
water heater program is the electronic 
switch. When the cooperative is 
reaching its peak demand — when 
electric use is at its highest point — 
the switch will control the energy use 
of the water heater by automatically 
shutting off the unit. This shut-off 
reduces the demand for electricity 
during peak times, which in turn 
reduces wholesale power costs to the 
cooperative. 

The water heater program is a 
form of load management. By reduc¬ 
ing the peak demand, the cooperative 
can reduce its wholesale power costs. 

It is important to note that the 

(Continued on page 12c) 
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Get a grip on humidity 
Is excess moisture in your home becoming a problem? 
Take steps now to “get a grip” on humidity levels and 

avoid moisture damage to your home. 

“It’s not the heat that both¬ 
ers me — its the humidity!” 

How many times do we hear 
or use that statement during the 
hot summer? Humidity (mois¬ 
ture in the air around us) is no¬ 
ticed more in the summer be¬ 
cause warm air holds more 
moisture than cold air. 

Indoor humidity can be both 
friend and foe. While humidity 
in the air in our homes can 
make us more comfortable and 
is healthier, very high humidity 
levels can cause moisture dam¬ 
age to ceilings, walls, insulation 
and trim. Low humidity levels 
can dry out furniture and floors 
and cause people to be more 
susceptible to respiratory infec¬ 
tions. 

According to information 
published in the Illinois Rural 
Electric News, a family of four 
can generate almost 25 pounds 

(three gallons) of moisture per 
day through everyday activities 
such as bathing, dish washing, 
doing laundry, and cooking. 
This moisture goes into the air 
as water vapor. When water va¬ 
por reaches a cold surface, it 
condenses and leaves the mois¬ 
ture to do its damage. Heavy 
condensation can result in 
costly repairs. 

There are several symptoms 
to look for when inspecting your 
home for possible moisture 
damage: 

• -Check for damaged or 
stained plaster, and condensa¬ 
tion on walls and ceilings. If the 
damage isn’t from a plumbing 
problem or a leaky roof, you 
probably have a moisture prob¬ 
lem. 

• Is the paint on the exterior 
siding of your home peeling or 
blistering? It may be caused by 
excess moisture. 

• Look for stains on window 
sills and condensation on win¬ 
dows. 

• There may be fungus on 
the underside of the floor above 
your crawl space, or the ground 
or foundation may be wet or 
moldy. 

• Moisture can accumulate 
in the attic. Look under the in¬ 
sulation for signs of dampness 
or damage, and at the rafters for 
signs of water damage. 

If you find that you have a 
moisture problem, action 
should be taken to correct it. 
Here are three ways to help you 
reduce the humidity in your 
home. 

1. Try to reduce the amount 
of moisture that enters the 
home. Make sure your clothes 
dryer is vented to the outside, 
not to the crawl space, attic or 
basement. Take baths instead of 
showers. Limit cooking in un¬ 
covered saucepans. 

2. Remove the moisture me¬ 
chanically. Exhaust fans in the 
kitchen and bathroom should 
remove moisture to the outside, 
not to the attic, basement or 
crawl space. Dehumidifiers can 
reduce moisture problems in 
extreme situations. In the sum¬ 
mer months air conditioning re¬ 
moves the humidity while cool¬ 
ing the air. 

3. Proper attic ventilation 
can reduce moisture build-up. 
Soffit vents in the eaves combine 
with gable or roof ridge vents to 
provide natural air flow for ven¬ 
tilation. Power roof vents may be 
necessary in rare high moisture 
situation. 

Get a grip on the moisture 
in your home and maintain the 
humidity at a level that is com¬ 
fortable for your family and 
gentle on your home. 

Humidity and dew point 
All air contains water vapor. The amount of moisture the air holds at a given temperature is 

called relative humidity. When air contains as much moisture as it can hold, it is said to be 
saturated and has a relative humidity of 100 percent. The saturation point is also called the dew 
point. Any temperature drop below the dew point causes the air to release moisture as fog, dew or 
frost. 
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Edgar 
Propane 
Supply 
thanks 

customers 

The area’s newest propane 
supplier, Edgar Propane Supply, 
a subsidiary of Edgar Electric, 
recently celebrated its second 
year of operations. An Open 
House Celebration was held on 
June 18 at the Paris American 
Legion with current and poten¬ 
tial customers attending the 
event. 

During the celebration spe¬ 
cial contract pricing for propane 
was available that day only. Sev¬ 
eral door prizes, donated by 
Edgar Propane and area busi¬ 
nesses, were given out through¬ 
out the day. Some special prizes 
given away at this year’s open 
house included a gas grill won 
by Jamie Botner of Clinton, a 
propane smoker won by Randy 
Conine of Paris, and tickets to a 
Cardinal baseball game won by 
Scott Blair of Paris. 

Edgar Propane Supply is 
happy to announce the addition 

of Harold Bradford as the 
newest employee of the gas di¬ 
vision. While he may be the 
new kid on the block at E.P.S., 
Bradford is not new to the 
business. He has more than 
35 years experience in the 
propane gas business and is 
looking forward to serving the 
needs of the Edgar custom¬ 
ers. 

Carrie Eveland, Ken 
Miller, Mark Comer and 
Harold Bradford strive to pro¬ 
vide excellent customer ser¬ 
vice and stable prices for their 
propane customers. And they 
also want to say a big “THANK 
YOU” for making Edgar Pro¬ 
pane Supply such a huge 
success. 

For more information re¬ 
garding Edgar Propane Sup¬ 
ply and the services it offers, 
call Carrie at 465-5800 or 
800-343-5800. 

(Continued from page 12a) 

water heater is shut off for 
only short periods of time. 
Generally, the homeowner will 
not realize the water heater is 
shut off due to the large tank 

capacity on the water heater. 
If you are interested in 

finding out more about how 
our program can help your 
family and the cooperative 

save money, contact the 
cooperative office during 
rfbrmal business hours regard¬ 
ing the FREE water heater 
giveaway. 

Big Things Really Do 
Come In Small Packages 

The RCA-brand Digital 
Satellite System™ in¬ 
cludes an 18-inch 
dish, integrated re¬ 
ceiver/decoder and 
remote control unit. 

In 1994, the face of satellite television will 
change forever. That’s when DirecTv™ will 
start bringing approximately 150 channels of qual¬ 
ity entertainment, cable and specialty programming 
directly to consumer homes over an 18-inch dish 
antenna. The dish-receiving system, priced at about 
$700, will be easy to install and use. Once the dish 
is locked in place, you’ll never need to adjust it. 

You’ve waited until now for the best deal in televi¬ 
sion service. Doesn’t it make sense to wait just a 
little longer for the biggest deal in the smallest, most 
affordable package? DirecTv. It’s worth waiting for. 

Call EEC 

Services 

at 463-4145 

or 

800-635-4145 

for more 

information 

A member/affiliate of NRTC, an 
DirecTv and Digital SatHhte Syatem are registered trademarks of Hughes CommunicaUons. Inc., a unit of GM Hughes Electronics. Installation may be required. Prices subject to change without notice. authorized DirecTv Distributor. 
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Operating statement — May 1994 

Account Description Last Year 

Year-to-date 

Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $2,955,799 $2,979,266 $544,483 

Cost of Purchased Power 1,844,454 1,911,243 310,588 

Transmission Expense 823 1,268 469 

Distribution Expense — Operation 63,496 80,355 12,662 

Distribution Expense — Maintenance 141,917 185,873 48,316 

Consumer Accounts Expense 81,769 111,105 32,250 

Customer Service and Informational Expense 36,773 41,102 8,617 

Administrative & General Expense 259,423 262,752 57,118 

Operation & Maintenance Expense 2,428,655 2,593,698 470,020 

Depreciation & Amortization Expense 118,887 127,366 26,186 

Tax Expense — Property 24,290 24,640 4,928 

Tax Expense — Other 25,706 31,126 6,857 

Interest on Long-Term Debt 68,779 66,963 13,702 

Interest Expense — Other 29,147 41,367 8,549 

Other Deductions -0- 48 48 

Cost of Electric Service 2,695,464 2,885,208 530,290 

Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 260,335 94,058 14,193 

Nonoperating Margins — Interest 57,112 53,542 10,671 

Nonoperating Margins — Other 11,359 19,384 6,405 

Other Capital Credits and Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 

Patronage Capital or Margins 328,806 166,983 31,269 

Manager's report to the board — May 1994 
Statistics and Revenue Data May 1993 April 1994 May 1994 

Number Connected Consumers 4,927 4,957 4,924 

Average kwh Used 806.2 939.9 904.2 

Average Bill $96.15 $109.71 $109.25 

No. kwh Purchased 4,592,436 5,260,588 4,518,189 

No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 3,972,326 4,659,311 4,452,227 

Line Loss Percent 13.5% 11.4% 1.5% 

Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06555 $0.06812 $0.06874 

Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.07579 $0.07691 $0.06976 

Member Cost Per kwh $0.12157 $0.11727 $0.12129 

Miles Energized 1,470 1,474 1,474 

Revenue Per Mile ($337.04) ($383.51) ($380.98) 

Total Expense Per Mile $327.02 $380.59 $359.76 

When your power is out.. .we’re on the line! 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have 

electricity. Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have your 
account number and location readily available so we may restore your service quickly. 

Local calls — dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 
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Safety on the farm 
In 1992, 1,200 people died in farm- 

related accidents in the United States. 
This represents more than 14 percent 
of the on-the-job fatalities in that year. 

Safety and health education can 
play an important role in reducing fa¬ 
talities and injuries on the farm. 

Keep the following safety hints in 
mind: 

Act quickly in event of a spill 

Pesticide spills are always a dan¬ 
ger. But farm and ranch spills are par¬ 
ticularly hazardous for young children 
and livestock that can be poisoned. 

If a spill occurs, act quickly! Secure 
the area and warn all workers, family 
members and emergency personnel 
about the danger. During the clean-up, 
always wear personal protective gear. 
Make sure that the spill doesn’t con¬ 
taminate water resources such as wells, 
livestock waterers, ponds or streams. 

A lethal mix on rural highways 

Accidents involving machinery and 
vehicles continue to injure and kill 
many people, especially on rural high¬ 
ways. 

Be sure that warning lights are in¬ 
stalled and functioning on farm equip¬ 
ment. And, remember to place a clearly 
visible slow-moving vehicle, or S-M-V, 
emblem on all farm tractors and imple¬ 
ments. 

Always drive defensively and antici¬ 
pate slow-moving machinery over the 
next hill or around the next curve. 

Don’t mix work clothes with 
family laundry 

When you’re applying pesticides or 

working with other chemicals on your 
farm, your clothing could become con¬ 
taminated with a hazardous residue 
which is difficult to wash out. 

Don’t mix contaminated work 
clothes with the family laundry. 

Always use heavy-duty detergents 
and at least two hot water cycles to re¬ 
move concentrated pesticides. Air dry 
your laundry since a clothes dryer also 
may become contaminated. 

A complete walk-around is 
always recommended 

Pilots and truckers make it a rou¬ 
tine, and you should, too! Check your 
tractor and machinery each day before 
beginning your farming chores. 

• Make sure all tires are structur¬ 
ally sound and have the correct air 
pressure. 

• Turn on all warning and market 
lights and make sure they are clearly 
visible. 

• Check the slow-moving vehicle 
emblem and make sure it is securely 
fastened, clean and visible. 

• Inspect your first aid kit, tool box 
and everything you would need in an 
emergency. 

Tell your children about dangers 

Communication is important on 
family farms. Your children may ask 
questions about chores, equipment and 
chemicals important to farming. 

Address their concerns arid give 
these warnings: 

• Never carry extra riders on trac¬ 
tors and machinery. 

• Keep out of farm chemical storage 
and use areas. 

• Treat farm animals with caution 
and respect. 

Financial 
Report 
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Help for harvest time 
Harvest time is just around 

the corner. Not only are you ex¬ 
tremely busy, but so is your en¬ 
tire family. One way to improve 
efficiency on your farm and save 
yourself some footsteps is with 
a two-way mobile radio available 
at E.E.C. Services, a subsidiary 
of Edgar Electric Cooperative. 

These easy-to-use two-way 
portable radios provide your 
farm operation with a totally 

private means of communica¬ 
tions unlike conventional type 
radios. The radios can also be 
purchased with an optional 
“telephone interconnect” which 
ties the use to a commercial 
phone line. 

If you want to learn more 
about these radios, contact An¬ 
gela Griffin at 463-4145 or 
1-800-635-4145 during normal 
business hours. 

Watch for poles, guy wires 
during harvest 

This year’s harvest is near, 
and farmers throughout Edgar 
Electric’s service area will once 
again be hard at work bringing 
in this year’s crops. This is a 
happy and an anxious time as 
farmers prepare to reap the ben¬ 
efits of their hard work during 
the summer months. Unfortu¬ 
nately, this is also the time of 
year when Edgar Electric sees 
an increase in guy wire, pole and 

line damage. We realize that you 
have important tasks on your 
mind during this time of year. 
We share your concern to com¬ 
plete these tasks. However, 
today’s equipment is larger and 
puts the operator of the vehicle 
farther away from hazards and 
obstacles around the perimeter 
of the field. This makes it easier 
to overlook guy wires and other 
objects hiding near the edge of 

the field. 
This year, do yourself and 

Edgar Electric a favor. Take time 
to check for hidden obstacles 
before you start harvesting. This 
is even more important if you 
have new employees helping 
during the harvest season. Don’t 
let the guy wires or poles hitch 
a ride on your equipment this 
year. 

The office of Edgar Electric, 
EEC Services and Edgar Propane will 

be closed Monday, September 5, in 
observance of Labor Day. 

You deserve it. 
You work hard all year and 

now that summer’s over, the 
kids are headed back to school. 
It’s time to enjoy a holiday to¬ 
gether. 

But please use a little cau¬ 
tion as you celebrate. 

• Make sure someone is al¬ 
ways in charge of the barbecue 
grill or camp fire. 

• Unplug the electric grill 
when not in use. 

• Make sure your outdoor 
cooking takes place away from 
dry grass and bushes; avoid the 
wind. 

• Don’t use kerosene or gaso¬ 
line in place of charcoal lighter 
fluid. 

A good holiday is a safe holi¬ 
day, and we hope you and your 
family have a wonderful Labor 
Day celebration. 
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Join the fun at 
the area festivals! 

September 16-18 
Marshall Autumn Fest 

September 23-24 
Pan’s Honey Bee 

Festival 

The cooperative: It’s your business 
A cooperative is something 

special — a unique way of doing 
business. It’s an organization 
providing a service to its own¬ 
ers. Its owners are you. 

Your electric cooperative is 
people working together for 
people, not profit. That’s why 
your participation is so vital to 
the co-op’s continuing success. 
It’s the leadership you elect — 
the board of directors — that 

guides the cooperation of the co¬ 
op and sets the kind of policy 
that puts people first. 

Cooperation is based on the 
principle of people working to¬ 
gether, pooling their efforts. 
Many hands and many minds 
cooperate to provide a needed 
service — to improve the qual¬ 
ity of life for our families, our 
community. 

Local ownership, local con¬ 

trol, non-profit operation and 
cooperation is why we think it’s 
the best way to serve you. 

And, if you ever have any 
comments or questions about 
your electric cooperative, re¬ 
member it’s your business. All 
you have to do is call. We are 
here to serve you — the mem¬ 
ber! 

For your winter heating needs call 

Edgar Propane Supply 
A subsidiary of Edgar Electric 

Phone: 465-5800 or 1-800-343-5800 
★ 24 hour emergency service ★ Competitive prices ★ Budget billing 
★ Drive-by fills or call-in delivery ★ Prompt and courteous service 
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Operating statement — June 1994 
Year-to-date Current 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $3,393,739 $3,483,963 $504,697 
Cost of Purchased Power 2,139,526 2,217,289 306,046 
Transmission Expense 973 1,268 -0- 
Distribution Expense—Operation 79,778 98,365 18,011 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 218,586 234,828 48,830 
Consumer Accounts Expense 101,388 120,254 9,149 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 41,111 50,858 8,500 
Administrative & General Expense 320,646 312,714 49,708 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 2,902,009 3,035,577 440,244 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 143,048 153,651 26,284 
Tax Expense—Property 29,148 29,568 4,928 
Tax Expense—Other 31,013 37,481 6,354 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 82,348 80,415 13,451 
Interest Expense—Other 34,739 49,456 8,089 
Other Deductions -0- 118 70 
Cost of Electric Service 3,222,305 3,386,265 499,421 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 171,434 97,699 5,276 
Nonoperating Margins—Interest 68,135 64,473 10,931 
Nonoperating Margins—Other 16,046 25,385 6,002 
Other Capital Credits and Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 

v    
255,615 187,557 22,209 

Manager’s report to the board — June 1994 
Statistics and Revenue Data June 1993 May 1994 June 1994 

Number Connected Consumers 4,959 4,924 4,947 
Average kwh Used 721.2 904.2 884.4 
Average Bill $87.40 $109.25 $101.81 
No. kwh Purchased 4,337,798 4,518,189 4,455,728 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 3,576,612 4,452,227 4,375,027 
Line Loss Percent 17.5% 1.5% 1.8% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06802 $0.06874 $0.06869 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.08250 $0.06976 $0.06995 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.12307 $0.12129 $0.11552 
Miles Energized 1,470 1,474 1,474 
Revenue Per Mile ($308.61) ($380.98) ($353.89) 
Total Expense Per Mile $358.40 $359.76 $338.82 

 J 

When your power is out... we’re on the line! fj 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have elec¬ 

tricity. Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have your 
account number and location readily available so we may restore your service quickly. 

Local calls — dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 
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An invisible force 
EMFs or electric and magnetic 

fields. Perhaps you’ve heard about 
them, or maybe you haven’t. 

EMFs are created by electric 
charges that produce two kinds of 
fields. Electric fields are voltage created 
by the force of an electric charge, and 
magnetic fields are current created by 
the movement of an electric charge. 
Together electric and magnetic fields 
are often referred to as electromagnetic 
fields. 

In recent years, concerns have been 
raised about the possible health effects 
of electric and magnetic fields from ap¬ 
pliances, home wiring and power lines. 

Hundreds of studies on this sub¬ 
ject have been done throughout the 
world, with results that are difficult to 
interpret and often conflicting. 

EMFs are found throughout nature, 
in all living things and are also 
manmade. It’s the magnetic field in the 
earth that guides a compass needle. 
Static electric occurs naturally. 

Electric fields and magnetic fields 
behave differently. Electric fields can’t 
pass through buildings easily, while 
magnetic fields do. Both usually occur 
in the same place. 

EMFs are common. Your body func¬ 
tions through electric impulses and 
fields. Your body needs electric im¬ 
pulses to move its muscles. EMFs also 
occur near power lines that carry volt¬ 
age, in home wiring, in electrical ma¬ 
chinery and appliances. 

Electricity is essential to our way of 
life. It’s the safest most convenient 
form of energy we have. Wherever elec¬ 
tricity is used, EMFs exist. But many 
of the questions 
about EMFs remain 
unanswered. 

There’s no doubt 
that our use of elec¬ 
tricity has increased 
greatly in the last 40 
years. Yet there is no 
corresponding in¬ 
crease in childhood 
leukemia or any 
other cancers sug¬ 
gested by research 
designed to find 
links between the 

occurrence of specific diseases and 
people’s exposure to possible causes. 

Some studies show no association 
between exposure to EMF and harmful 
health problems. They show similar 
rates of problems for people with fre¬ 
quent rates of exposure and those with 
normal exposure. 

Other studies show an association 
between living near power lines (EMF 
exposure) and higher rates of health 
problems. 

An association in one study doesn’t 
prove that EMFs cause health prob¬ 
lems. It only shows that EMFs and 
health problems occurred together in 
certain situations. 

There are many other factors that 
contribute to our health — things in our 
air or water, our lifestyle, what we eat, 
how much we exercise, etc. 

Scientists agree the risk of EMFs 
are uncertain. Just like you must weigh 
the benefits of driving a car against the 
possibility of an accident, it’s up to you 
to weigh the benefits of electricity in 
your life against possible risks that are 
largely unproven. 

Here are some steps you can take 
to limit your exposure to EMFs. 

• Turn off appliances when not in 
use. 

• Use electric blankets only to warm 
the bed, then turn them off and unplug 
them before getting into bed. 

• Sit at least 18 inches away from 
computers and TV screens. However, 
there’s no evidence to prove sitting far¬ 
ther away is necessarily safer. 

• Keep a distance between all ap- 
(Continued on page 12b) 

Examples of Magnetic Field Readings 
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Electric Electric 13kViine Microwave Refrigerator Hairdryer Color TV Computer 
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83mG 33mG 18mG 9mG 5mG 2 Q 15rt3 3mG 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/October 1994 12a 



Edgar Electric Co-operative Association representatives were present when 15th District Congressman 
Tom Ewing (R-Pontiac) received the Illinois Electric Cooperative Public Service Award Wednesday, Au¬ 
gust 24, during the 53rd annual meeting of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives in Springfield. 
From left are: Jon M. Farris of Metcalf, Ralph C. Wright of Paris, Bud Walls of Paris, David Schiver of 
Martinsville, Rep. Ewing, David Hollis of Paris, Garold Farthing of Hindsboro, and Joe Welsh of Marshall. 
The award is presented to legislators and other government officials for dedicated public service to all 
citizens of Illinois and for outstanding contributions and support for the rural electrification program. 

Consumers like co-ops 
Consumers have greater 

confidence in the service and 
quality of co-op businesses than 
they do in privately owned busi¬ 
nesses, according to a new 
Gallup Poll. 

“The study gives us more 
hard evidence that the coopera¬ 
tive form of business is a distinct 
competitive advantage,” said 
Glenn English, executive vice 
president of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion, the Washington, D.C.- 
based representative for the 
nation’s rural electric co-ops. 

More than 60 percent of re¬ 
spondents said co-ops give bet¬ 
ter service and are more trust¬ 
worthy than private businesses. 
Co-ops have better prices and 
products, according to about 55 
percent of the respondents. 

Seventy percent of respon¬ 
dents said they would prefer 
health care coverage from con¬ 

sumer-owned businesses rather 
than from private businesses. 

Only 40 percent of Ameri¬ 
cans, however, understand how 
co-ops work. 

Cooperatives need to edu- 

(Continued from page 12a) 
pliances in use, such as micro- 
wave ovens, alarm clocks, radios 
etc. 

The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency now has an 
EMF hotline. The number, 1- 
800-363-2383, is answered 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. EST, Monday 

cate their members about coop¬ 
erative ownership or co-ops will 
lose consumers, according to 
English. 

—Rural Electric News Service 

through Friday. 
As your electric power pro¬ 

vider, it’s our job to keep you 
informed on new electric tech¬ 
nologies and energy issues. Its 
your job as a concerned mem¬ 
ber to give us a call for more in¬ 
formation on EMFs or other en¬ 
ergy issues. 

Change of address 
If you plan to retreat to warmer weather 

during the winter, please notify our office. 
This will allow us to update our records to 
ensure that we have your most recent 
mailing address. Thank you. Your assis¬ 
tance is greatly appreciated. 
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DirecTv is taking off! 
While the take off of the new 

DirecTv service is not as rapid 
as the takeoff of the satellite that 
launched August 3rd, there are 
some signs that DirecTv is be¬ 
ginning to move. 

DirecTv, a new all-digital 
satellite service, will offer about 
150 channels of programming to 
subscribers. The technology has 
gained a great deal of attention 
not only for the size of the 18 
inch dish but for the laser-disc 
quality video and CD-quality 
audio. DirecTv is available only 
in test markets at this time but 
is scheduled for nation-wide 
service in October 1994. 

“This is the service that ev¬ 
eryone has been talking about 
and waiting for ... because it’s 
worth the wait,” said Tom Hentz, 
general manager of Edgar Elec¬ 
tric. “We’ve got it and I can tell 
you that it really is superb.” 

E.E.C. Services, Inc., a sub¬ 
sidiary of Edgar Electric Co-op¬ 
erative Association, is among 
several companies in the 
Wabash Valley area to offer sales 
and installation of the equip¬ 
ment. While shipments had 
been delayed, EEC Services is 
beginning to receive small ship¬ 
ments of the DirecTv units. At 

press time, approximately 75 
units have been installed in 
Clark and Edgar counties. Other 
retail outlets, such as HH Gregg 
and Ace Washer in Terre Haute, 
are also selling the equipment 
under the trademark name 
“DSS” which stands for Digital 
Satellite System. 

Programming costs range 
from $21.95 to $29.95 per month 
depending on which package the 
customer chooses. Channels in¬ 
clude cable favorites such as 
CNN, ESPN TNT, and much, 
much more. Pay per view movies 
and sporting events are also 

available for an additional fee. 
E.E.C. Services gained ex¬ 

clusive programming distribu¬ 
tion rights through its affiliation 
with the National Rural Tele¬ 
communications Cooperative, 
comprised of rural electric and 
telephone cooperatives across 
the country. E.E.C. Services will 
serve all households in Clark 
County and non-cabled house¬ 
holds in Edgar and Coles coun¬ 
ties. 

For more information re¬ 
garding the new DirecTv service, 
contact E.E.C. Services at 463- 
4145 or 1-800-635-4145. 

DirecTv Direct Broadcast Satellite 

In-home system 
includes channel 
selector box and 
remote control 

I I 

, i —1 . 

■ ■ 

Digital picture and sound. Dish/receiver costs start at $700. High definition TV ready. 

SOURCE NATIONAL RURAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE 

October is Co-op Month 
Join us as we celebrate co-op month in 

October. This year is special because 
1994 marks 150 years of the first mod¬ 
ern cooperative which was founded Oc¬ 
tober 24, 1844, in Rochdale England, 
to purchase food and necessities for 
its 28 members. 

Today, 700 million people around 
the world share the cooperative legacy 
of the founders of the Rochdale Equi¬ 
table Pioneers Society. In the United 
States, 120 million people are member- 
owners of a network of47,000 cooperatives that 
provide credit unions, farm marketing and farm 
supply, housing, florists, insurance, news ser¬ 
vice, and, of course, electric and telephone ser¬ 
vices. 

The Rochdale pioneers would be proud of 

the progress the cooperatives have made 
since 1844. The principles developed 

by the Rochdale pioneers set the 
standards for today’s cooperatives 
and assured their success. The prin¬ 
ciples are: democratic control, open 
membership, limited return on in¬ 
vestment, return of surplus to mem¬ 
bers (capital credits), high quality 

products and services, cooperative 
education and cooperation among co¬ 

operatives. 
Cooperatives are helping people meet their 

common needs through group efforts. Established 
150 years ago, the cooperative concept is TIME 
TESTED AND MEMBER APPROVED. By working 
together, people can provide themselves with a 
service that others can’t or won’t. 

-V 1844-1!)!)! 

s 150 ? ^ YEARS OF ^ 
COOPERATION .A 
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Operating statement - 
Year-to-date 

July 1994 
Current 

Account Description Last Year CurrentYear Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $3,946,269 $4,117,440 $633,477 
Cost of Purchased Power 2,469,860 2,565,097 347,808 

Transmission Expense 1,123 1,268 -0- 

Distribution Expense—Operation 99,534 113,934 15,569 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 276,677 272,849 38,020 
Consumer Accounts Expense 116,682 168,333 48,078 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 49,127 58,179 7,321 
Administrative & General Expense 371,154 358,277 45,563 

Operation & Maintenance Expense 3,384,158 3,537,936 502,359 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 167,302 180,303 26,652 
Tax Expense—Property 34,006 34,496 4,928 
Tax Expense—Other 33,183 43,834 6,354 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 95,959 94,074 13,659 
Interest Expense—Other 40,477 59,019 9,564 
Other Deductions -0- 118 -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 3,755,085 3,949,780 563,516 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 191,184 167,660 69,961 
Nonoperating Margins—Interest 79,022 74,962 10,489 
Nonoperating Margins—Other 
Other Capital Credits and 

20,400 29,728 4,343 

Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 290,605 272,350 84,794 

Manager’s report to the board - July 1994 
Statistics and Revenue Data July 1993 June 1994 July 1994 

Number Connected Consumers 4,965 4,947 4,964 
Average kwh Used 970.8 884.4 1,108.1 
Average Bill $110.50 $101.81 $126.92 
No. kwh Purchased 4,891,128 4,455,728 5,534,278 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 4,819,872 4,375,027 5,500,475 
Line Loss Percent 1.5% 1.8% 0.6% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06754 $0.06869 $0.06285 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.06854 $0.06995 $0.06323 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.01150 $0.11552 $0.11485 
Miles Energized 1,471 1,474 1,475 
Revenue Per Mile ($385.98) ($353.89) ($439.53) 
Total Expense Per Mile $362.19 $338.82 $382.04 

When your power is out.. .we’re on the tine! 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have elec¬ 

tricity. Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have your 
account number and location readily available so we may restore your service quickly. 

Local calls — dial 463-4145 Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 
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Certified Home Program 
information available 

Building a new home? If you are, 
or if you are thinking about it, the 
Electric Cooperatives of Illinois have a 
new program that might interest you. 
The program is called the Certified 
Comfort Home. 

The Certified Comfort Home 
Program is based on a flexible set of 
construction standards. These stan¬ 
dards are contained in a booklet 
called “A Builder’s Guide to Energy 
Efficient Construction for Year-round 
Comfort.” This booklet is available to 
all members at no charge. 

The Certified Comfort Home 
Program is designed to help you build 
a home that is comfortable to live in, 
as well as energy efficient, without 
adding considerable construction 
costs 

The booklet describes, in layman’s 
terms, many of the techniques and 
applications that can be used in the 
construction process to ensure that 
the new home will be comfortable yet 
keep energy consumption at the 
lowest level possible. 

The detailed book covers such 
areas as moisture control, construc¬ 
tion standards for walls, ceiling, and 
floors, including crawl spaces, slab 
floors and floors over basements; 
windows and doors; heating, ventila¬ 
tion and air conditioning systems; hot 
water, lighting and insulation recom¬ 
mendations. 

Should you decide to have a home 
built to these standards, we will be 
happy to sit down with you and 
review your home plans. If needed, we 
will also work with your builder to 
ensure that he understands the 
program and its components. 

The advantages to the program 
are many: 

* Your home will be a more com¬ 
fortable home to live in. The more 
energy efficient your home is, the 
lower the heat loss/gain. In other 
words, if your home does not lose 
heat as rapidly in the winter, the less 
drafty the home will feel. In an en¬ 
ergy-efficient home, you will notice 
that the temperatures seem to be 
more constant. 

• Because the heat loss/gain is 
lower, you may be able to decrease 
the size of the heating/cooling equip¬ 
ment. This means lower installation 
costs. 

• As our society becomes more 
energy conscience and the costs of 
energy rise, energy-efficient homes 
will command more return on invest¬ 
ment in the marketplace. You may 
find it easier to sell your home. As 
this is a statewide program for the 
Electric Cooperatives of Illinois, more 
and more people will become familiar 
with the Certified Comfort Home 
Program and will look for homes that 
are built to its standards. 

If you are planning a new home 
now or in the future, you should get 
the guidebook before you make key 
decisions on construction and heat¬ 
ing and cooling systems. Even though 
your new home may not meet all 
standards, any of the recommenda¬ 
tions incorporated in your new home 
will enhance comfort levels and lower 
utility costs. 

The Certified Comfort Home 
concept is being endorsed by the 
Illinois Home Builder Association, 
Farmers Home Administration and 
the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources. 

Contact us to receive your free 
booklet regarding home building 
construction guidelines. 
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Computer system update 

■ ' ' - 

As you are aware, Edgar Electric 
Co-operative implemented a new 
computer system and billing proce¬ 
dures for its monthly electric state¬ 
ments. The initial transfer to the new 
billing system took place during the 
months of May and June. As with 
any new computer system, it takes 
time to become acquainted with the 
procedures and we are still learning! 

Improvements have been and will 
continue to be made. The cooperative 
member obviously sees the billing 
portion of the new system. Yet this is 
only one portion of the computer 
system. 

The in-house computer system 
integrates all aspects of our utility 

business. Previously, the cooperative 
used several different computer 
programs and packages to accomplish 
a variety of tasks. Now, one system 
will be able to do it all. 

Service orders will be added next 
to the in-house system. Service orders 
include such items as connect and 
disconnect requests, tree trimmings, 
repairs, outages and other related 
“field work.” From the service orders, 
the line foreman can prioritize where 
line crews need to be dispatched on 
the electric system. 

Once the conversion is complete, 
members will see improved service 
and few outages. The cooperative is 
here to serve you — the member! 

F.Y.I. — watch the due date; 
everyone’s is different 

There has been some confusion 
regarding the due date on the 
monthly electric statements. In the 
past, members who mailed their 
statements with a postmark on the 
10th were not penalized a late fee. 

With the new billing system, 
electric statements come into the 
office every day (on different billing 
cycles), thereby making it impossible 
to know whether or not an "envelope" 
should or should not have a penalty 
amount due. 

To compensate for the change in 

the 10-day postmark, the cooperative 
now allows the member 12 days 
between the billing and the delinquent 
date. Therefore the member needs to 
allow sufficient time for mail delivery 
by the delinquent date. It is impor¬ 
tant to watch for your due date. 

In response to member comments, 
we have made several changes to the 
electric billing statements. More 
improvements will be made to the 
billing system as the system is en¬ 
hanced to its full potential. 

Protect your family from carbon monoxide 
It happens eveiy year in many 

communities — a family is hospital¬ 
ized because a propane or natural 
gas water heater or furnace 
backdrafts and fills a home with 
carbon monoxide. 

In some cases the odorless, 
colorless gas is detected in time and a 
tragedy can be averted. However, 
even then it can take several days to 
recover from the effects of carbon 
monoxide poisoning. 

Carbon monoxide is a common 
byproduct of appliances that burn 
propane or natural gas. Carbon 
monoxide is created by propane, 
natural gas and other fuel-burning 

appliances including furnaces, 
clothes dryers, water heaters, fire¬ 
places, ranges and even wood stoves, 
charcoal grills and kerosene space 
heaters. 

When carbon monoxide is 
breathed into your system, it eventu¬ 
ally replaces the oxygen in the blood, 
causing your body to literally suffo¬ 
cate from the inside out, resulting in 
brain damage or death. 

As more homes are designed to be 
super energy efficient and airtight, 
carbon monoxide-polluted air is more 
easily trapped inside. 

Everyone in your home is suscep¬ 
tible to carbon monoxide poisoning, 
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but the hazard increases for unborn 
babies, infants, senior citizens and 
people with coronary or respiratory 
problems. 

There are several ways you can 
protect yourself and your family from 
carbon monoxide poisoning: 

• Read and follow manufacturers’ 
operating and maintenance instruc¬ 
tions on all appliances and equip¬ 
ment. Have a qualified propane 
technician check the system periodi¬ 
cally and make any necessary ad¬ 
justments to ensure proper combus¬ 
tion. 

• Remodeling or repair work 
around the home may affect how a 
furnace or appliance performs. 
Before you do any insulation, caulk¬ 
ing or sealing — or before adding an 
exhaust fan, wood stove or fireplace 
— call a qualified propane service 
technician to correct anything that 
could create carbon monoxide prob¬ 
lems. 

• Install carbon monoxide detec¬ 
tors in the house. 

Battery-powered carbon monox¬ 
ide detectors are now available from 
many home improvement stores. The 
detectors constantly monitor the 
amount of carbon monoxide in the 
air and sound an alarm as an early 
warming when carbon monoxide is 
present. Detectors should be in¬ 
stalled near the bedrooms and also 
near the home’s heating source. 

The units are about the size of a 
smoke detector, and if you heat your 
home with propane or natural gas, 
they are just as important to your 
safety. 

Because it’s odorless and color¬ 
less, carbon monoxide is difficult to 
detect, and the symptoms of carbon 
monoxide poisoning are difficult to 
recognize. Often they resemble the 
flu or a bad cold. Symptoms of low- 
level poisoning can include head¬ 
aches, fatigue, nausea, dizzy spells 
and confusion. 

Here are some warning signs to 
look for. 

• Are you experiencing chronic 
symptoms such as headaches, 
fatigue, nausea? 

•Are other members of your 
family also feeling ill? 

• Do you feel better when you are 

away from home for a period of time? 
If so, you may be suffering from 

carbon monoxide poisoning. To be 
sure, see your physician and request 
a carboxyhemoglobin test. This 
determines the percentage of carbon 
monoxide in your blood. 

If you think your home may 
contain carbon monoxide, get out of 
the house immediately. Have an 
emergency plan so all family members 
can be accounted for. Don’t go back 
into the house. Most fatalities occur 
when people re-enter a home in 
search of loved ones. Call the fire 
department from a neighbor’s home. 

The best way to protect yourself 
and your family from carbon monox¬ 
ide is to eliminate the source — the 
appliances in your home that burn 
propane, natural gas and other fuels 
and replace them with safe, electric 
appliances. A secondary precaution is 
to install carbon monoxide detectors. 

If you’re concerned about the 
possibilities of carbon monoxide in 
your home, contact the energy experts 
at your electric cooperative for helpful 
information on making your home 
safe. 

Conditions often leading to 
carbon monoxide formation 

and infiltration 
• Anything that plugs the vent system: a bird 

nest, an internal collapse of a masonry chimney, or 
damage to the vent piping, for example. 

• Vent pipes rusting through inside the building 
• A leaking heat exchanger in a furnace or space 

heater. 
• Plugged fresh-air vents in crawl spaces, base¬ 

ments, utility rooms, or closets housing a gas appli¬ 
ance. 

• Excessive caulking, insulating or sealing or use 
of taped plastic storm windows can reduce the 
natural influx of fresh air and “starve” an appliance 
of oxygen, causing excessive levels of carbon monox¬ 
ide to form. 

• Improper air adjustment, wrong orifice size, or 
misalignment within burner systems, which can 
create excessive amounts of carbon monoxide that 
may infiltrate indoors if the vent system isn’t working 
properly. 
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Operating statement — August 1994 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last year Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $4,572,475 $4,675,441 $558,000 
Cost of Purchased Power 2,868,941 2,950,680 385,583 
Transmission Expense 1,273 1,268 -0- 
Distribution Expense—Operation 115,231 131,747 17,813 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 322,139 314,812 41,964 
Consumer Accounts Expense 131,851 192,310 23,977 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 54,127 65,940 7,761 
Administrative & General Expense 417,055 419,484 61,207 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 3,910,617 4,076,241 538,305 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 191,609 206,994 26,691 
Tax Expense—Property 38,864 39,424 4,928 
Tax Expense—Other 37,627 50,967 7,133 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 109,937 107,829 13,755 
Interest Expense—Other 45,008 68,724 9,705 
Other Deductions -0- 118 -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 4,333,662 4,550,297 600,516 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 238,813 125,144 (42,516) 
Nonoperating Margins—Interest 90,110 85,372 10,410 
Nonoperating Margins—Other 42,884 34,488 4,760 
Other Capital Credits and Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 371,806 245,004 (27,346) 

Manager’s report to the board — August 1994 
Statistics and Revenue Data August 1993 July 1994 August 1994 
Number Connected Consumers 4,977 4,964 4,971 
Average kwh Used 1,123.4 1,108.1 945.4 
Average Bill $124.77 $126.92 $111.14 
No. kwh Purchased 6,350,226 5,534,278 5,786,256 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 5,591,034 5,500,475 4,699,453 
Line Loss Percent 12.0% 0.6% 18.8% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06285 $0.06285 $0.06664 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.07138 $0.06323 $0.08205 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.11230 $0.11485 $0.11793 
Miles Energized 1,471 1,475 1,474 
Revenue Per Mile ($448.52) ($439.53) ($388.85) 
Total Expense Per Mile $393.32 $382.04 $407.41 

When your power is out... we’re on the line! U 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have elec¬ 

tricity. Then call Edgar Electric's Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have your 
account number and location readily available so we may restore your service quickly. 4 

Local calls — dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 
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An 
Old-Fashioned 

Christmas 
Patricia Mongeau 

I’d like to push the calendar 
Back fifty years or so 
And celebrate my Christmas 
As they did so long ago. 

A tree of green would grace my room 
With candles shining bright, 
And popcorn strings, 

and homemade things 
Would fill me with delight. 

I’d make a gift or two for each 
One in my family 
And hide them until Christmas 
When I’d place them ‘neath the tree. 

The Snow that fell upon the ground 
Would last all winter long. 
I’d ride a one-horse open sleigh 
And sing a Christmas song. 

The family would go to church 
Through snow on Christmas morn 
And listen to the story of 
When Jesus Christ was born. 

They didn’t have the worries of 
A shopping tour each day 
To outdo one another 
With their gifts on Christmas Day. 

Christmas many years ago 
Was a splendid thing. 
It was the day to celebrate 
The birthday of our King! 

The Board of Directors 
and employees of 

Edgar Electic 
Co-operative Association 
wish you and your family 

a peaceful and joyous 
holiday season. 
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Co-op rates affected by 
service territory, assistance 

Rural electric co-ops 

| = $60 

Investor-owned utilities 

=
$39 

City-owned utilities 
1 = $92 

Rural electric cooperative mem¬ 
bers, especially those new to co-op 
lines, sometimes wonder aloud why 
their electric rates, in many cases, 
are higher than the rates they used 
to pay or that their cousins pay just 
a mile or two closer to town. 

Each individual co-op varies, 
but basically the answer can be seen 
in the three telling graphics. 

Co-ops across the country serve 
70 percent of the nation’s land mass, 
but only have 10 percent of the 
nation’s consumers. 

It costs electric co-ops just as 
much, or even more depending on 
the ruggedness of the terrain, to 
string a mile of line as it does an 
electric utility serving a city or town. 

Because co-ops serve so few 
consumers per mile of line, com¬ 
pared to the other two utility enti¬ 
ties (top graphic), annually co-ops 
receive only a small percentage of 
the revenue investor-owned and 
city-owned utilities receive (middle 
graphic). 

With the federal government’s 
Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion, co-ops were given a helping 
hand to build the lines to serve the 
rural areas. All electric utilities re¬ 
ceive federal assistance to rural elec¬ 
tric systems, the least per consumer 
(bottom graphic), comes through 5 
percent loans from the REA. 

Consumers per mile of line 
Rural electric co-ops 

= 5 

= 34 

Investor-owned utilities 

City-owned utilities 

Revenue per mile of line 

Rural electric co-ops 

| = $6,505 

Investor-Qwned utilities 

City-owned utilities 

= $56,582 

= $69,787 

Source: National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 

Christmas trivia 
• The first holiday card was de¬ 

signed and etched in England by a 
3-year-old on December 9, 1842. 
n 1875, cards went on public sale 
in the U.S. 

• The first Christmas tree was 
introduced by Boniface in the 
8th century. It is believed that 
Martin Luther added candles 
to the tree. German immi¬ 

grants introduced the tree to the United 
States. 

• Christmas hymns, chants and 
litanies were first written in Latin. 
Francis of Assisi encouraged the de¬ 
velopment of more popularized types 
in an effort to bring Christmas to the 
people. 

• December 25 was first mentioned 
as the birth of Christ in a calendar 
published in 354. 
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Low income energy assistance available 
Income eligibility: 

30-days period to application 

Family size 30-day gross income 
1 $ 767 
2 1,025 
3 1,283 
4 1,541 
5 1,799 
6 2,057 
7 2,315 
8 2,573 

The Low Income Energy As¬ 
sistance Program (LIHEAP) is 
designed to assist eligible 
households pay for winter en¬ 
ergy services. LIHEAP will pro¬ 
vide a one-time benefit to eligible 
households to be used for en¬ 
ergy bills. The amount of the 
payment is determined by 
household size, fuel type and 
income. 

What do you have to do? 
Contact the local agency that 
serves your area. The agency 
that serves east-central Illinois 
is the Embarrass River Basin 
Agency (ERBA). Anyone inter¬ 
ested in applying for assistance 
should contact ERBA at 465- 
4911 in Edgar County or 826- 
5663 in Clark County. 

Applications for assistance 
are accepted on Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday. 
When you apply for assis¬ 
tance you need the follow¬ 
ing: (1) Proof of gross in¬ 
come from all household 
members for the 30-day 
period prior to application 
date; (2) A copy of your 
current heat and electric 
bills; (3) Proof of Social 
Security numbers for all 
household members; (4) 
If a member of your 
household received 
AFCD, you must bring 
their “Medical Eligibility 
Card;” and (5) If you rent your 
home, proof of your rental agree¬ 
ment, which must state your 
monthly rent amount. 

The agency will determine if 
you are eligible for assistance. 
If you are eligible, ERBA will 

make the appropriate pay¬ 
ments to your energy 
provider(s) on your behalf or, in 
some cases, directly to you. 

Income eligibility guidelines 
for the LIHEAP program are 
listed in the accompanying box. 

what 

DIRECTV™, DSS™ and Direct Ticket™ are official trademarks of DIRECTV, Inc., a unit of 

GM Hughes Electronics. Some services may not be available in all areas. 

DIRECTV ™ is here with 
the entertainment you've 
always wanted! 

All you need is the affordable DSS™ (Digital Satellite 
System) — a tiny 18" satellite dish, digital receiver 
and user-friendly remote control. 

♦ All your cable channel favorites... plus 
newer networks you may not be 
getting now! 

• Direct Ticket™ Pay Per View 
movies before they appear on 

premium movie channels... For 
just $2.99 each! 

* Tons of exciting sports action... 

* Digital picture and CD sound. 

See us today. 
Call E.E.C. Services 
for more information 

217-463-4145 
or 

800-635-4145 

Watch what you want 
when you want it! Don't 
delay, you must come in 
and see us today! 
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Operating statement - September 1994 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $5,215,559 $5,232,068 $556,627 
Cost of Purchased Power 3,246,111 3,306,491 355,811 
Transmission Expense 1,423 1,268 -0- 
Distribution Expense—Operation 128,512 144,670 12,923 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 360,563 357,450 42,637 
Consumer Accounts Expense 142,889 211,852 19,542 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 60,746 74,726 8,785 
Administrative & General Expense 480,211 480;031 60,547 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 4,420,455 4,576,487 500,246 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 216,139 233,661 26,667 
Tax Expense—Property 43,722 44,352 4,928 
Tax Expense—Other 41,529 57,988 7,020 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 123,372 121,363 13,535 
Interest Expense—Other 52,133 78,190 9,466 
Other Deductions -0- 118 -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 4,897,351 5,112,159 561,862 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 318,208 119,909 (5,235) 
Nonoperating Margins—Interest 101,502 97,352 11,980 
Nonoperating Margins—Other 47,987 5,766 (28,722) 
Other Capital Credits and Patronage Dividends 2,912 -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 470,609 223,027 (21,977) 

Manager’s report to the board - September 1994 

Statistics and Revenue Data September 1993 August 1994 September 1994 

Number Connected Consumers 4,983 4,971 4,973 
Average kwh Used 1,164.0 945.4 1,021.6 
Average Bill $127.41 $111.14 $109.74 
No. kwh Purchased 5,981,621 5,786,256 5,203,904 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 5,800,437 4,699,453 5,080,341 
Line Loss Percent 3.0% 18.8% 2.9% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06305 $0.06664 $0.06837 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.06502 $0.08205 $0.07004 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.11112 $0.11793 $0.10770 
Miles Energized 1,471 1,474 1,476 
Revenue Per Mile ($448.39) ($388.85) ($365.78) 
Total Expense Per Mile $383.20 $407.41 $380.67 

When your power is out... we’re on the tine! fj 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have elec¬ 

tricity. Then call Edgar Electric’s Outage and Emergency Report Line. Please have your ac¬ 
count number and location readily available so we may restore your service quickly. 

Local calls — dial 463-4145 
Outside Paris — dial 1-800-635-4145 
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