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"Youth to Washington" Essay Contest 

Participants in the 1992 tour with Congressman Glenn Poshard 

Each June more than 1,200 
high school juniors and seniors 
travel to Washington, D.C., to 
participate in the Rural Electric 
Youth Tour. During the week, 
they learn about Washington, 
D.C., government, cooperatives 
and rural electrification. The stu¬ 
dents are selected and sponsored 
by their local rural electric coop¬ 
eratives. The Youth Tour is coor¬ 
dinated by the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA). 

The board of directors of 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooper¬ 
ative has sponsored a “Youth to 
Washington” essay contest since 
1965. Twelve finalists visit 
Springfield in April, and two 
grand prize winners win week- 
long, expense-paid visits to Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., in June. 

The program grew out of a sug 
gestion in 1957 by then-Senator 
Lyndon B. Johnson, who urged 
“sending youngsters to the 
national capital where they can 
actually see what the flag stands 
for and represents.” Later he 
would greet the students as Presi¬ 
dent of the United States. 

The finalists will visit 
Springfield April 21 for “Illinois 
Rural Electric and Telephone 
Youth Day.” Plans are to meet le¬ 
gislators and tour the State 
Capitol complex in the morning. 
During the afternoon the students 
will tour the sites of Springfield. 

Then, in June, students from 
38 states will meet and visit with 
the members of the Illinois Con¬ 

gressional delegation, visit the 
White House, tour the city’s his¬ 
torical monuments, attend 
educational seminars and get to 
know students from other parts of 
the country. 

If you attend a high school in 
the area served by Southern Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperative (Anna- 
Jonesboro, Century, Cobden, 
Dongola, Egyptian, Goreville, 
Joppa, Meridian, Metropolis, 
Shawnee or Vienna high schools), 
you can win a trip to Washington, 
D.C., June 18-25, on the Rural 
Electric Youth Tour. 

Students are encouraged to en¬ 
ter the essay contest. The title for 
this year’s competition is ”Coop- 
ratives: A Unique Way of Doing 
Business. ” A representative of the 
Cooperative is visiting area 
schools during January and Fe¬ 
bruary to explain the contest. If 
you do not receive information at 
your school, please call 
1-800-762-1400. 

The contest rules and entry 
form are included in this issue. 
Start making plans now to enter 
the essay contest. You will be 
glad that you did. 
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Electric Cooperative 
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Board of Directors 

President Guy Casper Johnson County 

Vice president George R. Inman Pulaski County 
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Area phone outage information 

Whom to call—numbers to call— 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.4:00 pjn., Monday through Friday 

Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 

Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during 

regular office hours. This is Monday 

through Friday between the hours of 

8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

Call Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 

or Ken Corzine 827-4202 Dongola 

or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 

or ‘Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 

or *Robin Ramage 524-3516 Metropolis 

or * Larry Keller 524-3518 Metropolis 

*Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are utility 

servicemen. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there might not be 

anyone at home to answer their phone. 

An Illinois group photo with the 

Plan today 

At the Tomb of the Unknowns Secretary of A< 
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an Dixon 

The five students who represented Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative on the 1992 Youth to 
Washington Tour met with Congressman Glenn 
Poshard of Carterville in the nation's capital. From left, 
front row, are Maria Nekola of Anna, Congressman 
Poshard, Buffy Sims of Ullin and Jennifer Keller of 
Dongola. Back row, from left, Rodney Miller of Ullin 
and Jason Lovell of Anna. 

If you do not receive information at your 

school, please note the contest rules and 
the entry form included in this issue. For 
further information, call 1-800-762-1400. 

1993 Youth Tour 

Ed Madigan talks with students. Dixon answers students' questions. 
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Youth to Washington Contest Rules 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

Dongola, Illinois 62926 

1. Who may enter contest: 
Any 15 to 17 year old student (except members of immediate family of any board member or 

employee of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative) enrolled in any high school in the area served 
by this Cooperative. 

2. Basis of selecting contestants: 
Contestants will be selected by writing an essay of not less than 600 words and not exceeding 

1,000 words, entitled: 
’’COOPERATIVES: A UNIQUE WAY OF DOING BUSINESS” 

3. Form of entry: 
Essay should be typed, on 8V2 by 11” paper, double-spaced, one side only. 

4. Mailing entry blanks: 
Entry blanks must be postmarked or received in the office of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, 

Dongola, Illinois 62926, not later than March 1, 1993. 

5. Mailing essays: 
Essays must be postmarked or received in the office of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative by 

March 15, 1993. 

6. Judging: 
No less than three judges will be used to score the written essays. We feel that Cooperative per¬ 

sonnel should act as advisers to the judges on accuracy of facts. All identification is removed from 
the essays prior to the judging. 

Judging must be completed by March 31, 1993. The following point system will be used: 
Student’s knowledge of the subject 50% 
Originality of paper 25% 
Composition (Organization, word choice, spell) 25% 
Contestants are not to be present for judging. 
— 

High school juniors! 
‘ ‘Youth-to-Washington” Essay Contest 

“Cooperatives: A Unique Way of Doing Business" 

I would like to enter the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative essay contest. 
Please furnish the research materials to: 

Signature  

Mailing address   

Mail to: Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 100, Dongola, 1L 62926. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Office closing 
The SIEC office will be closed Friday, February 12, to honor Abraham Lincoln, 

and on Monday, February 22, to honor George Washington. 
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Logeman joins SI EC Michael L. 

Logeman 

Michael L. Logeman of 
Metropolis joined the ranks of 
Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative on January 4 in the 
newly created position of staff 
assistant. He will assist the 
general manager and other 
management personnel on 
special projects such as circuit 
and sectionalizing analysis, load 
balancing, power requirement 
study, computer configurations 
and programming, and prep¬ 
aration of a 10-year financial 
forecast. 

Michael is a Massac County 
High School graduate. In 1991 
he was named the first recipi¬ 

ent of Southern Illinois Power 
Co-operative’s Scholarship. In 
December 1992 he received 
his bachelor of science degree 
in electrical engineering from 
Southern Illinois University at 
Carbondale. He served his in¬ 
ternship in the Engineering and 
Operations Divisions at Martin 
Marietta, Paducah, Kentucky. 

Logeman is the son of Truman 
and Liz Logeman of Metropolis. 
He grew up on his parents’ 
grain and livestock farm in rural 
Massac County. He is single, a 
sports fan, and enjoys biking 
and fishing. 

Get to know your employee 
Betty Reynolds is cashier- 

receptionist at SIEC. For the 
past six years, members have 
met Betty at the front desk 
when they paid their electric 
bills or when they called the 
cooperative. Her employment 
began in July 1965 and this 
year she will celebrate her 
28th anniversary with the 
company. 

She began her cooperative 
career as a clerk in the general 
office in charge of the mem¬ 
bers’ requests for reconnects 
and disconnects. She assem¬ 
bled billing books and an¬ 
swered inquiries concerning 
memberships and deposits. 

She also helped out with the 
heavy mail during the first of 
each month. In recent years 
she has worked with the 
billing department main¬ 
taining customer accounts. 

Betty grew up in Pulaski 
County and graduated from 
Mounds Township High 
School. She married Bob 
Reynolds, formerly of Anna, 
and they have made their 
home and raised their children 
in Pulaski. Their son, Kevin, 
attends Southwestern Baptist 
University in Bolivar, Mo. They 
have a married daughter, 
Debbie Jones, and two grand¬ 
children, Kelly and Brian. Reynolds 
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Electric Cooperative 
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Board of Directors 
President Guy Casper Johnson County 
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Area phone outage information 
Whom to call—numbers to call- 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.4:QQ p.m., Monday through Friday 

Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 
1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 

Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during 
regular office hours. This is Monday 
through Friday between the hours of 
8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

Call Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 
or Ken Corzine 827-4202 Dongola 
or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 
or *Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 
or *RobinRamage 524-3516 Metropolis 
or *Larry Keller 524-3518 Metropolis 

*Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 
Ramage and Larry Keller are linemen. 
Once outages start, they will be out 
working and there might not be anyone 
at home to answer their phone. 

SI EC's rates are not 
among the highest in the nation 

Several members have con¬ 
tacted the cooperative office 
recently asking about the Illinois 
Citizens Utility Board (CUB). 
Members are asking why CUB 
membership appeals are in¬ 
cluded with license plate re¬ 
newal notices mailed by the 
Illinois Secretary of State’s 
office. And, members want to 
know if it is true, as CUB main¬ 
tains, that Illinois electric rates 
are among the highest in the 
nation. 

Illinois law requires the Secre¬ 
tary of State and other state 
agencies to include annual 
membership appeals for the 
Citizens Utility Board, an ad¬ 
vocacy organization created 
by state law to represent con¬ 
sumer interests before the 
Illinois Commerce Commission. 
Investor-owned utilities, and 
telephone and gas companies 
are also required to deliver CUB 
membership appeals and other 
communications with up to 
four mailings per year to their 
customers. 

Southern Illinois electric 
cooperatives have electric rates 

among the lowest in Illinois and 
well below average for the nation 
as a whole. Commonwealth 
Edison Co. and Illinois Power 
Company, serving in central 
and northern Illinois, have the 
higher rates CUB has objected 
to. 

Southern Illinois 
electric 
cooperatives have 
electric rates among the 
lowest in Illinois and 
well below average for 
the nation as a whole. 

Membership in CUB is vol¬ 
untary and annual dues are 
$25. Any mailing delivered with 
Secretary of State mailings or 
utility billings must be ap¬ 
proved by the Illinois Commerce 
Commission, and the cost of pro¬ 
ducing the statement or en¬ 
closure is borne by CUB. CUB 
also reimburses the mailing 
organization for any reasonable 
costs incurred above the mailer’s 
normal expenses. 

NOTICE 
All Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative personnel carry 

identification cards. The ID cards have the employee’s photo, 
name, social security number, birthdate, and signature on 
the front side; the back side is signed by the cooperative’s 
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The best 
* 

heating 
and 
cooling 
source? 

It’s underground. 
Whether planning your new home's heating'and cooling system 

or changing your present system, your're looking for the cleanest, 
safest, most dependable and efficient option. Don't overlook 
geothermal heating and cooling. It's right under your feet. This 
system has an unending fuel supplement—the constant warmth 
of the earth around your home. No fuel tanks to fill. Quiet and 
odorless. With low-cost operation and maintenance, it will pay for 
its installation cost in just a few years. 

Your electric cooperative has the details. Don't stick your head 
in the sand. You'll miss out. 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

©NR ECA 

Good for ALL Illinois 
An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Youth to Washington Contest Rules 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

Dongola, Illinois 62926 

1. Who may enter contest: 
Any 15 to 17 year old student (except members of immediate family of any board member 
or employee of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative) enrolled in any high school in the area 
served by this Cooperative. 

2. Basis of selecting contestants: 
Contestants will be selected by writing an essay of not less than 600 words and not exceeding 
1,000 words, entitled: 

“COOPERATIVES: A UNIQUE WAY OF DOING BUSINESS” 

3. Form of entry: 
Essay should be typed, on 8V2 by 11" paper, double-spaced, one side only. 

4. Mailing entry blanks: 
Entry blanks must be postmarked or received in the office of Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Dongola, Illinois 62926, not later than March 1, 1993. 

5. Mailing essays: 
Essays must be postmarked or received in the office of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
by March 15, 1993. 

6. Judging: 
No less than three judges will be used to score the written essays. Cooperative personnel 
will act as advisers to the judges on accuracy of facts. All identification is removed from the 
essays prior to the judging. 

Judging must be completed by March 31, 1993. The following point system will be used: 
Student’s knowledge of the subject 50% 
Originality of paper 25% 
Composition (Organization, word choice, spell) 25% 

Contestants are not to be present for judging. 

“Youth-to-Washington” Essay Contest 
“Cooperatives: A Unique Way of Doing Business” 

I would like to enter the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative essay contest. 
Please furnish research materials to: 

Signature   

Mailing address    

Mail to: Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 100, Dongola, IL 62926. 
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One of America's great success stories! 
Recent attacks on REA in the press and on TV 

have led many Americans to think that REA and 
rural electric cooperatives are just one more 
example of government waste. But this is not 
true; in fact, it is just the opposite. REA and the 
cooperatives are one of America’s great success 
stories. In partnership with REA, people in the 
rural areas take charge and get things done — for 
themselves and their communities. 

REA’s job is not done! 
REA’s foes paint a picture of a Depression Era 

dinosaur kept alive by “special interests.” They 
claim that REA’s job is done . . . and REA should 
be done in. But the facts are much of America’s 
vital infrastructure has been allowed to decay — 
with an estimated replacement cost of $100 billion 
annually for the next 20 years. Meanwhile, rural 
electric co-ops in partnership with REA have pro¬ 
vided reliable and affordable electric service over 
75 percent of the U.S. landmass for more than 50 
years. The annual cost to taxpayers? $182 million 
— less than it costs to build 50 miles of interstate 
highway. The truth is, America’s rural electrifica¬ 
tion program is the envy of the world, and costs 
taxpayers less than any other type of electric 
utility subsidy (refer to Facts at a Glance). 

REA and the rural electric co-ops are 
about people doing things for themselves! 

REA is no giveaway. It’s a system of loans that 
help people in small towns and rural America help 
themselves. Because local members own their 
electric system, they make sure the job gets done 
as efficiently as possible. Public investment has 
paid off in better education, better health care and 
more income opportunities. It’s proof that if you 
want something done right, do it yourself. 

REA exists to fulfil the nations promise 
of universal electric service — a commit¬ 
ment to fairness for all Americans! 

People have heard government insulted for so 
long, they assume any attack is true until proven 

otherwise. Rural electric co-ops and their partner¬ 
ship with REA are living proof that a government 
program can work. REA is an investment program 
in our country, in our communities and in our 
people. 

At an annual cost of less than $1 per American, 
the people of this country are guaranteed elec¬ 
tricity wherever they choose to live or travel. And 
no top-heavy, out-of-touch bureaucracy runs the 
show. Co-ops represent local, community control 
— and complete accountability. 

Dare the critics to show you a better exam¬ 
ple of people using public resources to fur¬ 
ther the common good. Isn’t that what 
American democracy is supposed to be all 
about? Aren’t the REA and electric co-ops a 
model for the rest of the nation? Spread the 
word! 

Facts at a Glance 
Critics claim REA costs taxpayers billions of 

dollars. The fact is, federal subsidies for rural 
co-op power amounts to less than $1 a year for 
every Americcm—and benefit each one of 
them. That’s not New Deal. Or a big deal. Just 
a good deal. 

• Rural electric co-ops serve 25. million 
Americans in 46 states. 

• Rural electric co-ops serve in more than 
80 percent of the nation’s 3,136 counties. 

Federal subsidies per consumer 
Municipal — $93.37 
lOU's - $61.89 
Co-ops — $46.25 

Revenue per mile of line by type of utility 
Municipal — $69,787 
lOU's - $56,582 
Co-ops — $ 6,505 

Consumers per mile by type of utility 
Municipal — 44 
lOU's - 34 
Co-ops — 5 
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Cooperative maintains 
life-support registry 
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6181827-3555 P.0. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
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Bob J. Ury Union County 
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Area phone outage information 

Whom to call-numbers to call- 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday 

Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 

1 800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 

Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during 

regular office hours. This is Monday 

through Friday between the hours of 

8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

Call Carl George 827 3689 Dongola 

or Ken Corzine 827-4202 Dongola 

or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 

or *Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 

or * Robin Ramage 524-3516 Metropolis 

or * Larry Keller 524-3518 Metropolis 

*Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are linemen. 

Once outages start, they will be out 

working and there might not be anyone 

at home to answer their phone. 

Public Act 83-632, effective 
September 20, 1983, required 
public utilities to maintain a 
“registry” of persons who de¬ 
pend on electrically operated 
life-support equipment. 

“Every public utility company 
which furnishes electricity to 
residential customers shall 
maintain a registry of those 
individuals who are dependent 
on an electrically operated 
respirator, dialysis machine or 
any other electrically operated 
life-support equipment. The 
existence of the registry shall be 
reasonably publicized by the 
public utility to its residential 
customer and the general 
public. It shall be the responsi¬ 
bility, however, of any individual 
relying on any life-support 
equipment to notify the public 
utility providing electrical ser¬ 
vice of his or her dependency on 
such life-support equipment.” 

Although the law requires that 

Statement of Nondiscrimination 
Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 

tive is the recipient of federal finan¬ 
cial assistance from the Rural 
Electrification Administration, an 
agency of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, and is subject to 
the provisions of Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973, as amended, the Age 
Discrimination Act of 1975, as 
amended, and the rules and regula¬ 
tions of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture which provide that 
no person in the United States 
on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, or handicap shall be 
excluded from participation in, 
admission or access to, denied 
the benefits of, or otherwise be 
subjected to discrimination under 

the existence of the registry shall 
be reasonably publicized by the 
utility, the individual is respon¬ 
sible for notifying the utility of 
the existence of the life-support 
equipment. 

We are requesting that con¬ 
sumers who have life-support 
equipment provide us with writ¬ 
ten certification of the use of the 
life-support equipment and the 
period for which it is to be used. 
By using the registry, those 
involved shall be consulted 
before turning off power or 
restoring power after an inter¬ 
ruption. A “good faith” effort 
shall be made to restore power 
first to those persons on the 
registry and to notify persons on 
the registry of anticipated power 
interruptions. 

Please call during office hours 
to request your certification 
form. Our toll-free WATS line is 
1-800-762-1400. 

any of this organization’s programs 
or activities. 

The person responsible for coor¬ 
dinating this organization’s non¬ 
discrimination compliance efforts is 
Larry Lovell. Any individual, or 
specific class of individuals, who 
feels that this organization has sub¬ 
jected them to discrimination may 
obtain further information about the 
statues and regulations listed above 
from and/or file a written complaint 
with this organization; or the 
Secretary, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 
20250; or the Administrator, Rural 
Electrification Administration, 
Washington, D.C. 20250. Com¬ 
plaints must be filed within 180 
days after the alleged discrimina¬ 
tion. Confidentiality will be main¬ 
tained to the extent possible. 

Office closing 
The Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative office will be 

closed Friday, April 9, in observance of Good Friday. 
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Get to know your employees 

Michael "Mick" Williams 

Michael “Mick” Williams 
has been employed at SIEC 
for 25 years. He is foreman 
in the oil-filled equipment 
department. He is responsible 

for inspection and mainte¬ 
nance of all oil filled devices 
such as transformers, regula¬ 
tors, and OCR’s. 

“Mick” came to work in 
November 1968 as an appren¬ 
tice lineman. In 1971 he 
qualified for journeyman 
lineman and during the years 
since that time has advanced 
through construction foreman 
of the three-man and four- 
man crew to his present 
classification. 

Williams grew up in the 
rural Dongola area. He is a 
1960 graduate of Dongola 
Unit School. 

Immediately following high 
school he enlisted in the 
United States Naval Airforce 
and served four years as an 
aviation ordinance person. 

While he was stationed in 
Florida he became interested 
in sky diving, a sport that con¬ 
tinued until his discharge. 

“Mick” felt his call to the 
ministry in 1978 and has 
pastored churches and done 
evangelistic work since that 
time. For the last 11 years, 
with the exception of 1984, he 
has journeyed to Haiti and/or 
Jamaica to work alongside 
medical missionaries in their 
relief efforts. 

Michael is married to the 
former Carroll Peeler, also of 
Dongola, and the couple have 
three sons: John is single and 
lives at home; Perry is mar¬ 
ried; and Chris is married 
with two daughters and one 
son. 

“Mick” enjoys all types of 
team sports and especially 
likes to jog to keep in shape. 

Washington tour winners 1965 — 1992 
Year 
1965 

School 
Century 

Winners 
Dennis Ray Clark 
Margaret Mann 

Year 
1979 

School 
Century 
Joppa 

Winners 
Toby McCarrick 
Roberta Reed 

1966 Metropolis 
Century 

Michael Stanton 
Joyce Lynn Johnson 

1980 Cobden 
Anna-J'boro 

Daniel Brumleve 
Lorrie Moyer 

1967 Metropolis 
Century 

Don Whittig 
Pamela Taake 

1981 Century Kevin Reichert 
Vonda Alien 

1968 Century 
Metropolis 

Arnold Ramage 
Pamela Garrett 

1982 Anna-J'boro 
Century 

Keith Baker 
Kathy Miller 

1969 Metropolis 
Anna-J'boro 

John Stanton 
Joyce Leggans 

1983 Century Glenn Allen Kessel 
Cynthia Ritter 

1970 Metropolis 
Century 

Michael Moorman 
Charlotte Jones 

1984 Century Anthony George 
Lisa Enright 

1971 Cobden 
Century 

Larry Barlow 
Diane Wetherington 

1985 Meridian 
Massac 

Del Byassee 
Sherry Sommer 

1972 Goreville 
Century 

Gordon Billingsley 
Barbara Mowery 

1986 Century 
Dongola 

Christopher Ritter 
Elaina Poulos 

1973 Century 
Joppa 

Robert Dickerson 
Connie Sue Agee 

1987 Dongola Garrol Ralls 
Lori Corzine 

1974 Century 
Dongola 

Martin Edward Jones 
Cindy Hoffner 

1988 Dongola Paul Marks 
Shelley Cooley 

1975 Century 
Joppa 

Ronald W. Inman 
Lynne Ann Oliver 

1989 Dongola 
Century 

Daniel Theis 
Stephanie Hard 

1976 Century 
Joppa 

Curt Jones 
Pamela Blaine 

1990 Dongola Larry Simmerman 
Missy Dale 

1977 Century 
Meridian 

Richard R. Brown 
Diana Bell 

1991 Dongola Randy Hite 
Sherri Hartline 

1978 Century 
Dongola 

Chad Wilson 
Vicki Hoffner 

1992 Century Rodney Miller 
Buffy Sims 
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This time of the year most people are outside 
enjoying the nice days . . . cleaning up, making 
home improvements, getting into the fields or just 
enjoying the nice weather. 

Whatever takes you outdoors this spring, 
remember to look up and be safe! Electric lines, 
both overhead and underground, can be deadly! 

Whether you’re moving tall farm equipment, 
flying kites, cleaning gutters or planting trees, be 
aware of the electric lines in the area. Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative, your member-owned 
utility, wants you to be safe and sound this spring. 
Electricity is a wonderful, often taken for granted 
servant. But remember not to take those electric 
lines for granted — they can be deadly! 

Look around! 
Watch the overhead power lines in the farmyard 

and near the fields! These lines carry deadly, high- 
voltage loads. Any contact between the lines and 
augers, combines, antennas or other equipment 
might be deadly. 

Don’t fly kites . . . 
. . . near power lines. Spring is ideal kite-flying 

weather, but keep those kids and kites away from 
the utility lines. Electric lines and kites form a 
deadly combination! 

Call before you dig! 
Putting in a brand new garden or planting trees 

this spring? Be sure that you don ’ t plant or dig near 
underground power lines. You might be shocked 
to find buried cables by accident. If in doubt, call 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative to find the 
location of underground lines in your area. 

Look up around the home or farm! 
When you are carrying metal ladders, long 

boards, pipes or poles, remember to be on the alert 
for any utility lines in the yard. When you’re 
on the roof making repairs, cleaning gutters or 
working on an antenna, be alert for any power 
lines within reach. 

During emergencies . . . 
stay clear of fallen electric lines. Call your elec¬ 

tric cooperative immediately! Never assume that 
a fallen power line is dead! 

Co-op WATS line for members 
1-800-762-1400 

Monday — Friday, 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 
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The Southern Illinois Power Co-operative generating plant is located south of Marion on the Lake of Egypt. 
The shorter smokestacks are from the first three units, which were built in 1963, and the tall one serves 
the fourth unit, built in 1978. 

Rebates offered for geothermal, add-on heat pumps 
Southern Illinois Power Co¬ 

operative’s newest unit at its 
power plant south of Marion is 
nearly 15 years old, and SIEC is 
offering rebates to members who 
install add-on heat pumps or 
geothermal heat pumps. While 
the two might seem unrelated, 
they’re really not. 

There are several reasons to 
encourage members to install 
such units, according to Tim 
Reeves, SIPC assistant general 
manager. “As time goes by,” he 
says, “our members use more 
and more electricity, and our 
power plant can only supply so 
much. If we get into a situation 
where we have more demand 
than supply, we’ll either have to 

buy electricity somewhere else, 
increase our generation ca¬ 
pacity, or try demand side 
management before we reach 
that point.” 

With that in mind, the idea 
behind rebates is to postpone the 
day when new generation be¬ 
comes necessary. 

Before we get too far along, we 
should note that there is no new 
construction planned in the 
immediate future, Reeves em¬ 
phasizes, but SIPC is watching 
its capacity and load growth 
carefully to be sure it’s not 
caught short. 

Three distribution coopera¬ 
tives own SIPC, which is a 
generation and transmission 

co-op, or G&T. Southeastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative, 
Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative and Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association are the 
three owners of SIPC. “Our 
member-cooperatives are work¬ 
ing on power requirements 
studies,” Reeves says, “and our 
power needs are naturally based 
on their needs. We’ll base our 
needs on what the member- 
co-ops project, and we’ll decide 
what to do. I don’t see a need for 
major construction anytime 
soon, though.” 

Reeves notes that most elec¬ 
trical systems have three dif¬ 
ferent kinds of generators: base 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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1993 Nominating Committee 
to meet June 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.0. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President Guy Casper Johnson County 
Vice president George R. Inman Pulaski County 
Sec.-treas. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 

Lawrence Wilke Massac County 
Bob J. Ury Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
Richard D. Moss Alexander County 
Milo Thurston Pulaski County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 

Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call—numbers to call— 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.4:00 p.m„ Monday through Friday 

Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 

1 800762-1400 

or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 

Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during 

regular office hours. This is Monday 

through Friday between the hours of 

8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

Call Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 

or Ken Corzine 827-4202 Dongola 

or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 

or ‘Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 

or ‘Robin Ramage 524 3516 Metropolis 

or ‘Larry Keller 524-3518 Metropolis 

‘Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are linemen. 

Once outages start, they will be out 

working and there might not be anyone 

at home to answer their phone. 

Members to serve on the 1993 
Nominating Committee were 
appointed by Milo Thurston, 
president of the board of direc¬ 
tors of Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, at the 1992 annual 
meeting held August 6. The 
committee will meet at the 
cooperative headquarters. Route 
51 north of Dongola, at 8 p.m. on 
Thursday, June 17, to consider 
nominees for election to the 
board of directors at the 1993 
meeting of the members. 

The following were appointed 
to the 1992-93 Nominating 
Committee to represent their 
respective counties: 

Alexander County delegate. 
Jack Thomas, P.O. Box 68, 
Miller City, IL 62962; and alter¬ 
nate, Richard R. Walker, 1 
East Cape Terrace, McClure, IL 
62957. 

Johnson County delegate, 
Charles Littleton, Route 1 Box 
113, Cypress, IL 62923; and 
alternate, Jerry Corzine, Route 1 
Box 12IB, Cypress, IL 62923. 

Massac County delegate, 
Larry Fisher, Route 1 Box 131, 
Karnak, IL 62956; and alternate, 

17 
Derril Bremer, Route 1 Box 510, 
Brookport, IL 62910. 

Pulaski County delegate, 
Robert Heisner, Route 1 Box 10, 
Grand Chain, IL 62941; and 
alternate, Kenneth R. Taake, 
Route 1 Box 32A1, Ullin, IL 
62992. 

Union County delegate, 
Fred Pitts, Route 1 Box 131, 
Buncombe, IL 62912; and alter¬ 
nate, Orris Mosby, Route 1 
Box 274, Jonesboro, IL 62952. 

The bylaws of the cooperative 
provide the nominations to the 
board of directors may be made 
by: (1) nominating committee (2) 
petition received not less than 
25 days prior to the actual 
meeting, signed by 15 or more 
active members, or (3) an active 
member from the floor at the 
annual meeting. The three-year 
terms of the directors are ex¬ 
pired alternately so that each 
year elections are held for a por¬ 
tion of the board. At the 1993 
annual meeting elections will be 
held for a director from each of 
the three counties: Alexander, 
Johnson and Massac. 

Office closing 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative office 

will be closed Monday, May 31, for Memorial 
Day. 
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University of Illinois CES and Shawnee 
Community College announce program collaboration 

At an open house March 17 for 
the new unit office for the Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois Cooperative Exten¬ 
sion Service located on the rustic 
campus of Shawnee Community 
College, Dr. Jack Hill, president of 
Shawnee Community College, 
and Dr. Don Uchtmann, director. 
University of Illinois Cooperative 
Extension Service, formally 
announced the collaboration of 
the two institutions. 

Dr. Hill gave a warm welcome 
to the Cooperative Extension 
Service and offered his support 
in the two programs working 
together. Dr. Uchtmann ac¬ 
cepted the welcome and pledged 
his support for programming. 

The new unit office will serve 
the five counties of Alexander, 
Johnson, Massac, Pulaski and 
Union. Satellite offices for each 
of the counties will remain open 
and will house a full-time sec¬ 
retary and community worker. 

After the official ribbon cut¬ 
ting, guests were invited to visit 
the different educational booths 
and educators set up around the 
room. 

USING YOUR NEW CES 
Your local County Extension 

Service has undergone dramatic 
changes this past year, the result 
is a revitalized CES — now in its 
new form and ready to work 
with you. 

Some things are new, but the 
CES mission to “help you put 
knowledge to work” hasn’t 
changed. Here are answers to 
some of the common questions 
you may have about your Exten¬ 
sion Service. 

What is CES? 

The Cooperative Extension 
Service is the educational 
outreach of the University of 
Illinois. For more than 75 years, 
the Cooperative Extension Ser¬ 
vice has provided practical, 
research-based programs to help 
families, individuals, farms, 
businesses and communities 
throughout Illinois. 

Extension is committed to 
addressing the issues that are 
important to you. Educational 
needs are identified at the local 
level and are a major factor in 
determining the local program. 
Specialized educators provide 
expertise and support to the 
local CES program. 

Where are these 
Extension educators? 

Specialized educators are 
based out of 21 Extension 
centers throughout Illinois. 
Educators from the Marion 
Extension Center and Mt. 
Vernon Extension Center serve 
Southern Illinois. These educa¬ 
tors work in the following areas: 

animal systems, crop systems, 
integrated pest management, 
farm business management and 
marketing, community leader¬ 
ship and volunteerism, eco¬ 
nomic development, small 
business management, nutrition 
and wellness, family life, natural 
resources management, youth 
development, horticulture, and 
consumer and family economics. 

How do I use CES? 

The local Extension Office in 
Mounds, Vienna, Metropolis, 
Anna is still your contact point 
to access CES programs and 
services. Your local staff are 
Deborah Simmons, Unit Leader; 
Sharon Miller and Sara Tutko, 
Pulaski/Alexander counties; 
Peggy Jean Smoot and Georgia 
Vinson, Johnson County; 
Belinda Schneider and Pat 
Johnson, Massac County; Jo 
Leadbetter and Maryanne 
Copeland, Union County. 

Stop by the Extension Satel¬ 
lite Office located in Pulaski/ 
Alexander counties at 124 North 
Oak Street, Mounds 62964, 
Phone 745-6310; Johnson 
County, 208 East Main, Vienna 
62995, Phone 658-5321; Massac 
County, 1438 West Tenth 
Street, Metropolis 62960, Phone 
524-2270; Union County, Route 
2, Box 305B, Anna 62906, 
Phone 833-6363. 

History of Shawnee Community College 
Shawnee Community College was organized 

as a Class 1 Community College in September 
of 1967. Created to serve Southern Illinois and 
its people, the college district covers all of 
Alexander, Massac, Pulaski and Union Coun¬ 
ties and parts of Johnson and Jackson 
counties. 

The main campus of Shawnee Community 
College is located on Shawnee Community 
College Road approximately seven miles east 
of Interstate 57 in southernmost Illinois. The 
site consists of 163 acres of gently rolling hills, 
thus making Shawnee Community College 

one of the most beautiful community college 
campuses in the state of Illinois. 

When the college first opened its doors in 
September 1969, classes were held on the 
“rustic” campus. Since that time the college 
has been tremendous enrollment growths 
which allowed for new buildings in 1976 and 
1989. In addition to the expansion on the main 
campus, the college also created extension 
centers in Anna, Cairo, Metropolis and West 
Vienna to accommodate students who desire 
educational opportunities but are unable to 
attend classes on the main campus. 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
load, intermediate and peaking. 
The cooperative has four units. 
Numbers one, two and three are 
rated at 33 megawatts (MW) 
each. They were built in 1963. 
Unit four was completed in 
1978, with 173 MW. SIPC’s base 
load is served by the newest 
unit, which runs constantly. 
When it doesn’t have the ca¬ 
pacity on its own, units one, two 
and three are fired up and put 
into use. That provides the 
intermediate load. SIPC doesn’t 
have a peaking plant, and that 
will be the next type of genera¬ 
tion needed by the power 
cooperative. 

Peaking units are used very 
seldom: perhaps a few hours in 
the course of a year. They’re 
needed on the very hottest 
weekdays, when mines and fac¬ 
tories are running, people are up 
and around, and air conditioners 
are running full blast. They’re 
also needed in the dead of 
winter, on those bitterly cold 
days when it’s all you can do to 
keep your home warm no mat¬ 
ter what you try. 

The problem with peak power 
is that when we need a lot of 
electricity, so does everybody 
else; it’s just not there to buy. 
Fortunately, peaking plants are 
the least expensive to buy, and 
take the least time to get “on 
line.” If they have a down side. 

Tim Reeves, assistant general 
manager of SIPC, notes that the 
power co-op has base and inter¬ 
mediate power available, but may 
need to provide for peaking power 
in the not-too-distant future. 

it’s that the electricity from 
them is relatively expensive. 

“If we build,” Reeves says, 
“we’ll probably build a gas or oil- 
fired combustion turbine unit, or 
one which will burn either fuel. 
It won’t be very big, and won’t 
add to our manpower needs. We 
may locate it near the site of the 
greatest need, rather than at the 
Marion plant.” 

But before the plant is given a 
great deal of priority, rebates are 
a major part of the plan, and 
that’s why SIEC is offering 
them. 

“It wasn’t all that long ago,” 
Reeves says, “that everybody 
who generated and sold power 
thought in terms of the ‘supply 
side.’ If people used electricity, 
you built the capacity to serve it. 
If your load grew, you built a 
new plant. You can’t do that 
any more. Plants are incredibly 
expensive, and they require a 
lot of antipollution equipment 
that’s also expensive. While 
interest rates are low now, 
there were several years where 
interest expense was a real 
problem.” 

Now the “demand side” is 
getting some attention. The idea 
of demand side management is 
to maximize the use of existing 
power plants, trying to use the 
power that they generate as effi¬ 
ciently as possible. We’re trying 
to move usage from on-peak 
hours to off-peak hours, and 
from seasonal peak times to non¬ 
peak times. If we can accomplish 
these goals, it will enable the 
co-op to save money. Since the 
co-ops are owned by their mem¬ 
bers and operated on a not-for- 
profit basis, those savings are 
passed on to you, the member. 

“We hope to encourage those 
members who don’t have air 
conditioning to look at a heat 
pump, if they’re getting ready to 
buy. A heat pump is very effi¬ 
cient for heating a home, and 
does a good job of cooling, too. A 
geothermal heat pump, while 
quite a bit more expensive, is 
better yet. It’s the most efficient 
form of heating and cooling that 
exists. 

“With the rebate program 
we’ve got going,” he concludes, 
“we hope to encourage people 
who need to replace a furnace 
or air conditioner with a heat 
pump, which serves as both. We 
hope that people who are think¬ 
ing of building a new home will 
ask their contractor to install a 
heat pump. We think they’ll be 
good for us and the member.” 

For more information on the 
rebates, contact Ron Medlin, 
member services director of 
SIEC, at 1-800-762-1400. 

SIPC has its headquarters at this newly remodeled and enlarged building 
near the power plant. 
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SIEC honored finalists and honorable mention essayists in the 1993 "Youth to Washington" essay contest 
at an April 16 banquet at Shawnee Community College. Present for the awards were, back row from left: 
Joshua Ames, Evelyn Blanchard, Kimberly Jo Wood, Daniel Carthell, Jerry Witzman, Scott Rheaume, Tim 
Baker, Tara Lewis, Robin Dale Rohlfing, Russell Tripp, Mark Sauerbrunn, Guy Casper, SIEC board president; 
and front row, from left: Carla Lingle, Stacey Lingle, Meredith Basse, Wendy Belt, Pam Rich, "Miss Southern," 
Chrystal Dawn Hale, Candice Bittle, and Tim Corzine. 

SIEC honors essayists 
Winners in the SIEC “Youth to 

Washington" essay contest 
received recognition during a 
banquet at Shawnee Commu¬ 
nity College, Ullin, April 16. 

Grand prize winners of the 
expense-paid tour of Washington, 
D.C., are Wendy Belt, Dongola 
Unit School, daughter of Vonda 
Belt of Anna, and Brad Belt 
of Lake of Egypt; and Scott 
Rheaume, Dongola Unit School, 
son of Cindy Needham of 
Dongola. 

The runners-up in the contest 
are: Mark Sauerbrunn, Massac 
County High School; Tim 
Corzine, Chrystal Dawn Hale, 
Carla Lingle, Joshua Ames, 
Becky Beisner, and Stacey 
Lingle, Dongola Unit School; 
Evelyn Blanchard, Meridian 
Community High; Jerry 
Witzman and Daniel Carthell, 
Century Unit School; and 
Russell Lee Tripp, Cobden 

Unit School. 
Students who received 

"Honorable Mention" are: 
Kimberly Jo Wood, Century 
Unit School; Meredith Basse and 
Tyler Hinkle, Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High; Sherrie 
Taylor, Vienna High School; 
Brent Young and Candice Bittle, 
Cobden Unit School; Tim Baker, 
Goreville Community High 
School; Tara Lewis, Massac 
County High School; and Robin 
Dale Rohlfing and Sonney J. 
Warren, Shawnee Community 
High School. 

Parents, sponsoring school 
administrators and teachers, 
essay judges and cooperative 
personnel were also invited to 
attend. Pamela Renee Rich of 
Anna, “Miss Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative of 1992," 
was also present at the gathering. 

Following the dinner, the two 
winners presented their essays 

entitled, "Cooperatives: A 
Unique Way of Doing Business.” 

John Freitag, assistant to the 
manager at the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 
narrated a slide presentation of 
last year’s activities during the 
seven days of the trip. Freitag is 
the tour director for the 1993 
“Youth to Washington” tour. 

SIEC board president Guy 
Casper presented a Willie 
Wiredhand Achievement Award 
to each finalist and honorable 
mention essayist as high com¬ 
mendation for the quality of 
their entries. 

The 13 finalists and “Miss 
Southern” participated in 
“Rural Electric and Telephone 
Youth Day,” in Springfield 
April 21. 

Rheaume, Belt and Rich will 
join abut 65 essay contest win¬ 
ners from electric and telephone 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Notice 
Right-of-way spraying 

scheduled for mid-summer 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.0. Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President Guy Casper Johnson County 

Vice president George R. Inman Pulaski County 
Sec.-treas. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 

Lawrence Wilke Massac County 
Bob J. Ury Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
Richard D. Moss Alexander County 

Milo Thurston Pulaski County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 

Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 
Whom to call-numbers to call- 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.4:00 pjn., Monday through Friday 
Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 

1 800-762-1400 
or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 

Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during 
regular office hours. This is Monday 
through Friday between the hours of 
8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

Call Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 
or Ken Corzine 827-4202 Dongola 
or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 
or *Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 
or *RobinRamage 524-3516 Metropolis 
or *Larry Keller 524-3518 Metropolis 

*Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 
Damage and Larry Keller are linemen. 
Once outages start, they will be out 
working and there might not be anyone 
at home to answer their phone. 

In mid-summer, aerial right- 
of-way spraying will take place 
in the southern portions of 
Union, Alexander, Pulaski 
and possibly Massac counties. 

The cooperative will spray the 

right-of-way in these counties to 
control the density of brush and 
vegetation on rough terrain. 
Right-of-way maintenance re¬ 
duces the number of outages 
caused by growth of this type. 

Getting to know your employees 

Sam Brown, SI EC meter tester 
lineman 

Sam Brown, meter tester 
lineman, came to work at 
SIEC in March 1971. He 
started his cooperative career 
as work order clerk in the 
engineering department. Two 
years later he chose to join 
the outside labor force as an 
apprentice in forestry. Since 
then he has worked as ap¬ 
prentice lineman, journey¬ 

man lineman on a construc¬ 
tion crew, and oil filled equip¬ 
ment lineman. 

The meter tester lineman is 
responsible for maximum 
meter efficiency. If a meter 
fails mechanically or is dam¬ 
aged, it is brought in for repair 
and testing. Meters are also 
routinely tested for accuracy 
and calibrated by machine. 

Brown was born and raised 
in the McClure area, working 
on the family farm during his 
school years. He is a graduate 
of Shawnee Community Unit 
School and Southeast Missouri 
State University, where 
he received a bachelor of 
science degree in business 
administration. 

Sam is married to the 
former Carole Sue Eddleman. 
The couple lives in rural 
Dongola. In his spare time, 
Sam is a co-founder and vice 
president of the National Lum 
and Abner Society, organized 
in 1984 to preserve and pro¬ 
tect old-time radio shows. 

Office closing 
The office of Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 

tive will be closed Monday, July 5, to observe 
Independence Day. 
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Cooperatives: A Unique Way 
of Doing Business 

(This is one of two winning 
essays in the Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative “Youth to 
Washington ’ ’ essay con tes t, 
written by Wendy Belt of Anna, 
a student at Dongola Unit High 
School.) 

On a warm summer night, not 
too many years ago, darkness 
blanketed a small midwest 
town. The dim glow of fireflies 
imprisoned in glass danced in 
the children’s eyes. As they were 
fascinated by their new candle, 
the unbridled imagination of 
youth was sparked; and in that 
one moment in time — a dream, 
as yet unrealized was shared — 
a dream of a new world in which 
illumination could be harnessed 
by mankind, a world in which 
people would not be totally de¬ 
pendent upon the celestial clock. 

’’Anything one man can 
imagine, many men can make 
real.” These poignant words 
were once expressed by Jules 
Verne, the sire of science fiction. 
History has repeatedly dem¬ 
onstrated that the vision of one 
man can be turned into a reality 
by many. Through the efforts 
of thousands of people, the 
dream of fifty years ago has 
become today’s reality in the 
form of electric cooperatives. 

For half a century, the coop¬ 
erative way of doing business 
has been shunned by businesses 
designed to profit the few 
through service to the many. 
The cooperatives continue, 
however, to bring electricity 
as well as a myriad of other 
services to the rural areas of the 
country. 

There is a distinct difference 
between cooperatives and other 
forms of business. The goal of a 
cooperative is to provide its 
members with high-quality ser¬ 
vices or products at reasonable 
prices. It is owned solely by the 
people it serves and operates at 
cost, not for profit. Also, any 

earnings in excess of operating 
expenses are returned to the 
members or re-invested in the 
cooperative. Unlike other forms 
of business, each member has 
one vote in the election of a 
board of directors, that hires 
staff and oversees the operation 
of the cooperative. In a coop¬ 
erative, people with common 
goals work together to provide 

Wendy Belt 

goods and services to their 
community. 

Various regional needs have 
spawned the development of 
many types of cooperatives to 
enable people to better achieve 
their collective goals. Coopera¬ 
tives found in rural, urban, and 
suburban areas all over the 
country have provided their 
members with food, jobs, 
schools, and hospitals, as well as 
numerous other services effi¬ 
ciently and economically. 

The cooperative approach 
appeals to a wide variety of 
people including farmers, taxi- 
drivers, parents, and home- 
owners. More than 60 million 
Americans belong to more than 
40,000 cooperatives that provide 
services ranging from daycare to 
farm marketing and electric ser¬ 
vice to health care and housing. 
All across America, the coopera¬ 

tive way of doing business has 
enabled people to join together 
to work for the common good of 
the members and achieve re¬ 
sults that none of them could 
achieve alone. 

The importance of coopera¬ 
tives upon communities and ser¬ 
vice areas is best demonstrated 
by the electric cooperatives. 
These play a large role in help¬ 
ing communities thrive. For 
example, electric cooperatives 
not only supply electricity to 
their members but also work to 
upgrade the lifestyles of those 
members by investing in the 
rural economy, playing a large 
part in the production of agricul¬ 
tural goods, bringing health 
information and medical testing 
into areas that have no hos¬ 
pitals, and offering many other 
quality-of-life services to the peo¬ 
ple they serve. By providing 
power and other services where 
they would otherwise be un¬ 
available, the electric coopera¬ 
tives make possible the growth 
of new business and industry in 
rural areas, resulting in eco¬ 
nomic benefit to the entire 
country. 

Rural electric cooperatives are 
ideally positioned to provide 
development and growth that 
are sensitive to local business 
conditions as well as responsive 
to the needs of rural communi¬ 
ties. The benefits to these com¬ 
munities provided by rural 
electric cooperatives are helping 
to balance the economics of 
agriculture and industry in rural 
areas and promote a sound 
farm and business economy for 
America. 

Life without electricity is hard 
to imagine, but it was not too 
long ago that rural electrification 
was just a dream. The first rural 
electric cooperatives were estab¬ 
lished in the 1930’s. Because of 
the shared visions, determina¬ 
tion, and hard work of a few 
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courageous rural residents, elec¬ 
tricity was brought to the farms 
of America. 

What was once a dream 
shared by a few not only has 
become today’s reality, but 
through the creativity and 
determination of many men, 
has developed into a thriving 
cooperative success. As we 
become the leaders of tomorrow, 
we will face many challenges, 
as our forefathers did many 
years ago. Hopefully, their suc¬ 
cess has instilled in us the same 
courage and determination that 
existed in them; and as we work 
toward maintaining and im¬ 
proving the dream of our prede¬ 
cessors, we must remember 
that electric cooperatives pro¬ 
vided the strong base upon 
which economic growth and 
stability have been built. Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow ex¬ 
presses this idea best in this 
stanza from his famous poem 
“The Builders”: 

Build today, then strong and sure 
With a firm and ample base; 

And ascending and secure 
Shall tomorrow find its place 

Cooperatives have provided 
the tool by which Americans 
have planned, initiated and 
achieved a reality filled with 
an abundance of opportuni¬ 
ties. They prove constantly 
that the most promising way 
of carrying the burdens of 
the future is hand-in-hand. 
Cooperative people can be 
justly proud of their accom¬ 
plishments and ability to work 
together as one to meet the 
challenges of tomorrow. This 
spirit of working together 
is the key to what makes 
cooperatives — a unique way of 
doing business. 

Essayists 
(Continued from page 12a) 
cooperatives around the state 
for the June 18-25 tour of 
Washington. 

All high school students 15-17 
years of age in the SIEC service 
territory were eligible to enter 
the essay contest. 

Washington tour winners, from left: Wendy Belt, daughter of Vonda Belt, 
Anna, and Brad Belt, Lake of Egypt; and Scott Rheaume, son of Cindy 
Needham, Dongola, Dongola Unit School; and Guy Casper, SIEC board 
president. 

Minding Your 
Thursday 

August 5, 1993 
Registration 5:00 p.m. 
Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

Each member registering 
will receive $10 credit 

on electric bill 
1. Miss S.I.E.C. Beauty 

Pageant 
2. Business Meeting 
3. Election of Officers 
4. Entertainment — 

The Phelps Brothers 
5. Early Bird Prizes 
6. Attendance Prizes 
7. Food & Beverages 

Business. 

SIEC 

Annual 
Meeting 

Shawnee College 
Ullin 

Essay judges met March 31 
Essay judges met at cooperative headquarters March 31 to finalize the 
results of the "Youth to Washington" contest. Clockwise from left: 
Margaret Shotton, administrative assistant. Southern Illinois Power 
Co-operative, Marion; Carolyn Holm, English instructor, Shawnee 
Community College; and Art Aikman, professor at SIU, Curriculum and 
Instructions, Carbondale. 
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ywi'tc 9uvited... 

Annual Meeting 
highlights 

portable 
television and stand 

Courtesy of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
All registration cards will be returned to the 
“cage” for this drawing. The drawing takes 
place after the beauty pageant finals. 

The Phelps Brothers 
The Phelps Brothers will entertain at the annual 
meeting of the members of Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative to be held in the Shawnee 
Community College gymnasium, August 5, 
1993. The four brothers, soloists in their own 
right — Larry, Carroll, David and Mike — form a 
unique combination of individual stylings and 
group dynamics. They are entertainers in song 
and also "ministers of song." 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Shawnee College—Ullin 

August 5, 1993 
Registration 5:00 p.m. Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

Each member registering will receive one $10 credit on electric bill 
Early Bird Prizes The Phelps Brothers 
Business Meeting Election of three officers 
Reports of officers Attendance Prizes 

Miss SIEC Beauty Pageant 
Food and beverages will be available in the cafeteria 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.0. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President Guy Casper Johnson County 
Vice president George R. Inman Pulaski County 
Sec.-treas. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 

Lawrence Wilke Massac County 
Bob J. Ury Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
Richard D. Moss Alexander County 

Milo Thurston Pulaski County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 

Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 

Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 
Whom to call-numbers to call- 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.4:00 pjn., Monday through Friday 

Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 

1 800 762 1400 

or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 

Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during 

regular office hours. This is Monday 

through Friday between the hours of 

8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

Call Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 

or Ken Corzine 827-4202 Dongola 

or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 

or 'Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 

or 'Robin Ramage 524-3516 Metropolis 

or 'Larry Keller 524-3518 Metropolis 

'Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are linemen. 

Once outages start, they will be out 

working and there might not be anyone 

at home to answer their phone. 

Cooperatives: 
A Unique Way 

of Doing Business 
(This is one of two winning 

essays in the Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative “Youth to 
Washington” essay contest. 
This essay was written by Scott 
Rheaume of Dongola, a student 
at Dongola Unit School.) 

As the girl sat against the attic 
wall, she was surrounded by 
forgotten objects. She placed 
her delicate fingers on the box, 
wiping away the dust, and pro¬ 
ceeded to open it gently. As she 
turned it over, a vast array of 
puzzle pieces tumbled to the 
floor. Pieces, as they were, con¬ 
tained nothing but confusion 
and dependency. As one, they 
created a beautiful picture with 
strength, depth and unity. 

This is the essence of a coop¬ 
erative. It supplies the border 
or framework which allows 
individuals to combine their 
talents, creating strength to 
achieve tasks or provide services 
otherwise unattainable. The 
cooperative proves daily that it 
is a caring and unique way of 
doing business. 

The cooperative form of busi¬ 
ness has become such a major 
component in our lives primarily 
because of the principles which 
have become its trademark. 
When a person becomes a 
member-user within a coopera¬ 
tive, he can become an active 
voice in decision making. He, 
like every other member, has a 
vote. This democratic control is 
a unique difference of a coopera¬ 
tive business. Likewise, no one 
is denied the services or goods a 
cooperative produces. It has 

a policy of open membership 
dependent upon an individual’s 
needs. Membership within a 
cooperative may cost as little as 
$5.00. For that amount, a mem- 

Scott Rheaume 

ber can obtain a service that 
is priced affordably, since the 
cooperative does not exist for 
profit but for efficiently and 
economically meeting the needs 
of the members. Any money 
received over the cost of main¬ 
taining the cooperative is re¬ 
turned to owner-members in 
proportion to their use of the 
cooperative’s service or into the 
cooperative for implementing 
new services for the members. 

The cooperative works dili¬ 
gently in keeping its members 
informed, for members will not 
value something that they do 
not understand. Through this 
increased understanding, the 
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cooperative becomes an essen¬ 
tial tool in addressing many 
problems within the communi¬ 
ties and regions they serve. 
Since the members are the 
residents of those areas, they 
have first-hand knowledge of the 
needs. Members, through ade¬ 
quate understanding of the 
many facets of the cooperative, 
can use it to implement various 
programs related to health care, 
loans, the environment or over¬ 
all economic conditions. All of 
these characteristics separate 
the cooperative from the other 
forms of business which lack the 
total commitment and demo¬ 
cratic personality of a nonprofit 
business. 

Another unique quality is the 
cooperation practiced among 
cooperatives. This cooperation is 
needed to create mutual support 
among the various kinds of 
organizations sharing the coop¬ 
erative purpose. Most businesses 
fail to work together because 
they are in competition in order 
to make the largest margin of 
profit. The cooperative, however 
is constantly finding new ways 
to better the lives of people, pro¬ 
viding comfort, relief in chores, 
economic advancement, and 
better recreational facilities. 
Through combines efforts of 
cooperatives, all people benefit, 
not just a few. 

Americans turned to the aid 
of electric cooperatives in the 

1930’s and 1940’s because they 
could find no other way to obtain 
electric service in rural areas. 
Their objective was not to own 
electric utilities for dollar gain, 
but to obtain the service that 
would make them a part of the 
electrified 20th century. The 
non-profit cooperative meshed 
well with this goal, too, because 
it did not require them to extract 
profits from anyone. 

After the Rural Electrification 
administration was established 
on May 11, 1935, rural electric 
cooperatives began developing 
in many rural areas where the 
services were needed. Before 
these cooperatives were estab¬ 
lished, rural residents were 
required to pay $2,000 to $3,000 
per mile to receive electricity. 

Today, there are 1,000 user- 
owned rural electric cooperative 
systems scattered across 46 
states delivering electricity to 25 
million rural Americans. Also all 
rural residents, regardless of 
where they live, now have 
access to electricity and the 
other services cooperatives 
provide. These systems serve 
about 12 million farms, homes, 
schools, churches, irrigation 
systems, commercial enter¬ 
prises and other establishment 
in 2,600 of the 3,141 counties or 
county type areas of the United 
States as well as Puerto Rico, the 
Virgin Islands and American 
Samoa. The cooperative busi¬ 

ness has been providing its 
members with high quality elec¬ 
tric service at reasonable prices 
for the last 58 years. 

Understandably, millions 
of people use the cooperative 
business daily since it exists to 
meet the special needs through 
efficient and economical service. 
Residents of urban, suburban 
or rural communities can use 
cooperatives for food supplies, 
credit, insurance as well as 
electric and telephone service. 
Cooperatives play a large role 
in today’s agribusiness. Many 
farmers use cooperatives for the 
distribution of products, for 
materials, marketing, transpor¬ 
tation, and various activities 
that help to meet their needs. 

Today’s cooperative has made 
the aspirations of many in¬ 
dividuals a reality. It is a unique 
combined effort of concerned 
individuals who find the coop¬ 
erative an ideal way to achieve 
so many difficult advancements. 
Like those pieces of a puzzle, 
members of a cooperative need 
it as the border to provide sub¬ 
stance for their many individual 
skills. Linking those skills pro¬ 
vides a strength that enables 
many seemingly insurmount¬ 
able obstacles to be only tem¬ 
porary setbacks. The principles 
which guide it and the member 
involvement make the coop¬ 
erative a basic part of many 
Americans’ lives. 

Budget billing available 
A budget billing payment plan is available to residential consumers of Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative. 
Budget billing allows customers to pay a fixed amount for 11 months of each year. In the 

12th month, the customer’s billing will be adjusted to bring the account up to date. The budget 
amount each consumer pays will be based on the past 12 months history. 

To qualify for budget billing, a customer: 

1. must be a residential consumer with a rate classification of 01 or 03. 
2. must have been connected for at least one year. 
3. must have a good payment record with the cooperative. 

Customers wanting to change to budget billing will be allowed to do so in September of each 
year. If you are interested in changing to budget billing, or if you have questions about budget 
billing, please contact the office by August 20. Ask for the billing supervisor. 
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Miss SIEC 
Beauty Pageant 

Eligible young ladies may enter the Miss 
Southern Illinois Electric beauty pageant by sub¬ 
mitting the entry form attached. 

Rules: 16-22 years of age, never married, and 
a member of a family who has an active member¬ 
ship currently receiving power from the Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative. Previous first-place 
winners are not eligible. Entrants will be judged 
in interview, swimsuit and evening gown. 

Interview 40%: General knowledge, achieve¬ 
ments, vocabulary, voice 

Swimsuit 30%: Beauty, poise, posture 

Evening Gown 30%: Beauty, charm, grace 

Prizes 

First Prize — $150 cash, trophy, sash, and all¬ 
expense paid trip to Washington, D.C., June, 
1994. 

Second Prize — $100 cash, gift, and alternate to 
Washington, D.C., in the event the first prize win¬ 
ner is unable to go. 

Third Prize — $75 cash, gift 

Miss Congeniality — Trophy 

Consolation Prizes — $50 cash to each entrant Pam Rich, Miss SIEC 

Beauty pageant entry form 
I agree to abide by the rules set forth herein and I herewith give my permission for 
the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative to use my picture and name for any 
publicity purposes in connection with the contest. I understand that if I should win 
the contest and be unable to participate in cooperative activities, an alternate may 
be selected in the manner described. 

Name  Phone  

Address  

Account No Age  Date of Birth  
(obtain from billing book) 

Parents* Name  

If living with other than parents give name and address of person you live with. 

I certify that this information is true to the best of my knowledge. Please accept my 
entry in the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative Beauty Contest. 

Signed  
(Applicant) 
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A barn belonging to Greg Patton of Miller City was collapsed by the force of the swift current of flood waters. 

Flood damage widespread 
At the time of this writing 

(August 2), we are keeping a 
watchful eye on the Mississippi 
River and its tributaries. We are 
bracing for a record crest at Cape 
Girardeau, predicted to be 49.0 
feet on August 4. This will be 17 
feet above flood stage. 

On July 15, the levee south of 
Fayeville and west of Miller City 
broke. It has flooded several 
thousand acres of prime farm 
and hunting land. Two of the 
cooperative’s single-phase lines 
in the Willard area south of 
Miller City have been washed 

away. At last count, 12 to 15 
poles are missing. These lines 
serve 59 connections in the 
Willard and Dogtooth Bend 
areas. Our members in this area 
have suffered disastrous losses. 

In addition, the river flooding 
has spread east toward Olive 
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Above: Turbulent flood waters 
push a goose hunting cabin 
against a meter pole in the 
Horseshoe Lake area. Right: 
A fishing cabin in the Lost 
Acres area of Horseshoe Lake 
is flooded. 
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Branch and north into the Unity- 
Sandusky areas. Miles of lines 
are surrounded by water. Thus 
far, the cooperative has been 
able to keep the most of these 
lines energized. Many of our 
members are remaining in their 
homes whenever possible. 

Other levees remain saturated 
from the high river levels for 
several weeks. Many sand boils 
have occurred and are being 
continuously monitored. The 
cooperative is concerned about 
the Mississippi River levee sys¬ 

tem from Gale north to just 
south of Grand Tower. In addi¬ 
tion, the Big Muddy and Clear 
Creek levees may be in jeopardy. 
A breach anywhere in these 
levees could create numerous 
problems for the cooperative. A 
major concern is for the McClure 
substation, serving the East 
Cape Girardeau area. 

Some areas are flooded be¬ 
cause creeks feeding into the 
Mississippi are backing up. The 
underground line serving the 
residents around Gale failed last 
week. Fortunately, the coopera¬ 
tive was able to use an alternate 
overhead feed to restore power 
to this area flooded because 
Clear Creek has backed up. 
Clear Creek backing up has 
also created problems east of 
Reynoldsville. 

At this time, the cooperative 
has approximately 100 meters 
disconnected because of the 
flooding. Countless others have 
evacuated their homes because 
the levees are in imminent dan¬ 
ger. It is impossible at this time 
to estimate the financial impact 
the flooding will have on the 
co-op. 

Safety is a major concern 
for our members and employees. 
As the water gets higher, poles 
may be in 10 feet of water. The 
hot phase of the energized lines 
may only be eight to 10 feet 
out of the water. It could create 
a hazard for people riding 
around in boats. We have been 
working very closely with the 
Illinois Emergency Management 
Agency, the State Police, the 
Conservation Police, the Coast 
Guard, and other county and 
governmental agencies to en¬ 
sure everyone’s safety. SIEC 
cautions everyone to treat all 
lines as energized and to report 
any hazards you may encounter. 

For those who may be using 
generators, we urge you to con¬ 
tact the cooperative to ensure 
the generators are properly 
hooked up. Improper hook-ups 
could endanger the lives of both 
you, our members, and our 
employees. 

ILLINOIS RURAL 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827 3555 P.0. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President Guy Casper Johnson County 
Vice president George R. Inman Pulaski County 

Sec.-treas. David L. Martin Massac County 
Glenn Tripp Union County 
Lawrence Wilke Massac County 
Bob J. Ury Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss Alexander County 

Milo Thurston Pulaski County 

Manager 
Attorney 
Editor 

Larry Lovell 
Ronald E. Osman 
Carol L. Wilhoit 

Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call—numbers to call— 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.4:00 pjn., Monday through Friday 

Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 

1 800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 

Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during 

regular office hours. This is Monday 

through Friday between the hours of 

8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

Call Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 

or Ken Corzine 8274202 Dongola 

or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 

or ‘Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 

or ‘Robin Ramage 524-3516 Metropolis 

or ‘Larry Keller 524-3518 Metropolis 

‘Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are linemen. 

Ojice outages start, they will be out 

working and there might not be anyone 

at home to answer their phone. 
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Get to know 
your employees 

Sam Rider is a construction 
foreman of a two-man crew. He 

came to work at SIEC in May 
of 1972 and has 22 years of 
cooperative service. 

Sam is a lifetime resident of 
Dongola and a 1961 graduate 
of Dongola High School. 

He is married to the former 
Nadine Rendleman of the 
Ware-Wolf Lake area. The cou¬ 
ple have two married children, 
Sandra and Stanley, and one 
grandson, Ethan. 

Sam farms as a hobby and 
raises grain and livestock. 

Sam Rider 

Abandoned property 
Abandoned property as of 
12/31/88 

The abandoned property list 
as of December 31, 1988, in¬ 
cludes the following names with 
their last known addresses. 
Refund checks issued to these 
members were returned because 
of no forwarding address. 
Betty L. Powell, Cache 
Helen Woolbright, Karnak 
David Miller, Jonesboro 

Howard Anderson, Brookport 
William E. Pfeifer, Tamms 
Donald Nichols, Cobden 
Carl C. Smith, Anna 
Jesse McBride, Collinsville 
Wallace Pogan, Brookport 

1992-1993 Uncashed checks 
Lucinda Pratt, Tamms 
Gary Pritchett, Goreville 
Jack Evans, Makanda 
Peggy Johnson, Metropolis 

Kenneth D. Meliza, Makanda 
Kevin D. Strauser, McClure 
Hugh Renfrew, LaCenter, Ky. 
Edward F. Bennett, Metropolis 
Robert Thompkins, Mounds 
Richard Michael, Dongola 
John D. Spencer, Belknap 
Charles A. Sharp, Karnak 
Richard L. Spurlock, Buncombe 
Jason D. Hileman, Anna 

New billing books 
New billing books will be mailed in September for your October 1 meter reading. If you have 

not received the book by October 1, call your Cooperative office at 827-3555 or 1-800-762-1400. 

Please note: If you are on budget billing you will not receive a book. 

Confusion about insurance 
It has come to our attention that members of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative have received mail 

recently about insurance. There is some confusion about Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative and the 
insurance company. The name of the insurance company is Reserve National Insurance Company. Southern 
Illinois Electric is not affiliated with the company and does not endorse its policies. 

The mail, sent simply to “Postal Patron Local,” has a return address bearing the words: “A National 
Association of Rural Cooperative Members.” The group has no known affiliation with any rural electric 
cooperative. 

If you receive any mail about insurance or anything else, and you are not sure of its legitimacy, double 
check. If a salesman suggests he represents a firm affiliated with rural electrification, ask questions and 
get written proof of any affiliation. 

Your electric cooperative’s good will has been built on more than 50 years of trust. Don't let someone 
trade on that good will and trust to sell you insurance, or anything else. 

If Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative can be of any assistance in answering any questions you may 
have, please feel free to call 1-800-762-1400 or 827-3555 in Dongola. 
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1992 margins 
allocated 
to members 

Margins from 1992 in the 
amount of $1,126,250.73 have 
been allocated to members who 
received electric service from 
Southern Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operative during 1992. The 
factor used for the allocation is 
0.107796252. To calculate your 
specific allocation, multiply your 
electric bill (less state taxes) in 
dollars times the factor above. 
This is the amount of capital 
credits earned and credited to 
your patronage capital account. 

For example, if you paid 
$1,000 for electricity during 
1992, you would multiply 
that amount by the factor of 
0.107796252, which would 
yield a credit to your patronage 
capital account of $107.80. This 
amount is available for refund¬ 
ing in future years when the 
board of directors determines 
that financial conditions will per¬ 
mit its return. Capital credits 
have been returned for margins 
earned through 1972. 

Please remember, to re¬ 
ceive capital credits you 
must be a member and have 
electric service in your name. 
If your service is in someone 
else’s name, capital credits 
will be assigned to them. If 
your service is in the name of 
a deceased person, it would 
be helpful if you would con¬ 
tact the cooperative and have 
the service changed to your 
name. 

Dale E. Taake (left) and Larry Lovell, manager 

Dale E. Taake is new director 
Dale E. Taake, a lifelong resi¬ 

dent of Pulaski County, is the 
newest director on the board 
of Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative. Dale and his wife, 
Amy, make their home in rural 
Ullin. He completed require¬ 
ments for a degree in agribusi¬ 
ness economics in 1983 at SIU- 
Carbondale. After graduating. 

Taake entered a partnership 
with brothers Ken and Mike as 
fourth-generation operators of 
their family row crop and beef 
cattle farm. 

Taake was elected at SIEC’s 
annual meeting August 5 to fill 
the unexpired term (August 
1995) of the late Milo Thurston. 

Office closing 
The cooperative office will be closed November 11 to honor 

those Americans who have served thei-r country in the defense 
of our freedom. 
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April Poole, "Miss Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 1993" 

Miss Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 1993 

April Poole, 17-year-old daugh¬ 
ter of Joyce and Jackie Poole 
of Anna, is the new "Miss 
Southern,” crowned at the 
annual meeting of the coopera¬ 
tive members held at Shawnee 
Community College, Ullin, 
August 5. April is a 1993 gradu¬ 
ate of Anna-Jonesboro Com¬ 
munity High School and is a stu¬ 
dent at Shawnee Community 
College, Ullin, where she will 
pursue a career as a registered 
nurse. While in high school she 
went through a basic nurses pro¬ 
gram and became a certified 
nurses assistant. Her activi¬ 
ties included Future Business 
Leaders of America, Future 

Homemakers of America, 
Spanish Club, yearbook staff. 
Art Club, and Student Council. 
She is an active church member 
and has participated in missions 
work in the states of Mississippi 
and Missouri. She is currently 
employed as a CNA at City Care 
Center in Anna, and also as 
activities leader at the Village 
Inn in Cobden. Her hobbies 
include swimming, waterskiing, 
shopping and spending time 
with family and friends. As part 
of her prize, in June 1994, Miss 
Southern will accompany the 
Illinois Youth Tour participants 
on the Youth to Washington 
Tour. 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.0. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President Guy Casper Johnson County 

Vice president George R. Inman Pulaski County 
Sec.-treas. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 

Lawrence Wilke Massac County 
Bob J. Ury Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
Richard D. Moss Alexander County 
Dale Taake Pulaski County 

Manager 
Attorney 

Editor 

Larry Lovell 
Ronald E. Osman 

Carol L. Wilhoit 
Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call—numbers to call— 
and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m„ 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 
1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 
Alexander Counties call: 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 
618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 
524-5627 Perry Dailey 
524-3516 Robin Damage 
524-3518 Larry Joe Keller 

* Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 
Damage and Larry Keller are linemen. 
Once outages start, they will be out 
working and there might not be 
anyone at home to answer their 
phone. 
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Contestants in gowns (from left): Taress Bosecker, 16-year-old daughter of John and Marilyn Bosecker, Villa 
Ridge; Deidra Clark, 17-year-old daughter of Dane and Diane Clark, Karnak; Melissa J. Woods, 17-year-old 
daughter of Carolyn Woods, Karnak; April Poole, "Miss Southern," 17-year-old daughter of Jackie and Joyce 
Poole, Anna; Lori Goins, 18-year-old granddaughter of Richard and Martha McMunn, Villa Ridge; Gail Jordan, 
"Miss Congeniality," 17-year-old daughter of Darrell and Fern Larry, Olmsted; Shannon Kraatz, first runner- 
up, 18-year-old daughter of Joe and Wilma Kraatz, Olmsted; Sheba Durham, 17-year-old daughter of Gracie 
Durham, Ullin; Heather Adams, 17-year-old daughter of Rex and Randy Adams, Tamms; Crystal Duke, 17-year- 
old daughter of Randy and Darlene Duke, Ullin; Julie M. Adams, 17-year-dld daughter of Julian and Linda 
Adams, Metropolis; Shannon Penrod, 16-year-old daughter of Jerry and Gloria Penrod, Dongola; Wendy Jones, 
second runner-up, 18-year-old daughter of Dennis and Donna Jones, Grand Chain; and Chrystal D. Hale, 
18-year-old daughter of David and 

First runner-up Shannon Kraatz, 
18, daughter of Joe and Wilma 
Kraatz, Olmsted, is a graduate of 
Saint Mary High School, Paducah, 
Kentucky, and plans to attend 
Southwest Missouri State Univer¬ 
sity in Springfield, Missouri, and 
major in business. 

Linda Hale, Dongola. 

Second runner-up Wendy Jones, 
18, daughter of Dennis and Donna 
Jones of Grand Chain, is a graduate 
of Century High School, Ullin, and 
plans to earn an associate degree 
in accounting at Shawnee College 
and then transfer to Murray State 
University. 

The contestants selected Gail 
Jordan, 17, daughter of Darrell and 
Fern Larry of Olmsted, as Miss 
Congeniality. Gail is a senior at 
Meridian High School and plans to 
become a cosmetologist when she 
graduates. 
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SIEC board president Guy Casper and manager Larry Lovell recognized the late Milo Thurston's contribution 
to SIEC by presenting a plaque to Thurston's family. Present for the award were, from left: Bob Thurston, 
Beverly Palmisano and Virginia Thurston. 

Mrs. Charles W. Marvel of Tamms won the RCA 
25-inch portable color television and stand furnished 
by SIEC. Office manager Chris Bennett made the 
presentation. 

Beauty pageant judges posed with the winners fol¬ 
lowing the awards. From left. Art Aikman, Curriculum 
Instruction, SlU-Carbondale; Rebecca Bruchhauser, 
Anna, “Miss Southern Illinois of 1992”; April Poole, 
Anna, “Miss Southern Illinois Electric of 1993”; 
Dorothy Chamness, Marion, franchise holder of the 
Miss Southern Illinois Scholarship pageant; Shannon 
Kraatz, Olmsted, first runner-up' Wendy Jones, Grand 
Chain, second runner-up; Gail Jordan, Olmsted, 
Miss Congeniality; and Richard Bortz, Vocational 
Education, SIU Carbondale. 
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SI EC makes telephone system changes 
The board of directors and 

management of Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative are 
constantly striving to improve 
service to its membership. One 
of the goals of the Cooperative is 
to communicate with its mem¬ 
bers effectively, accurately and 
efficiently. To attain this goal, 
the Cooperative recently up¬ 
graded its telephone system. 
The new system was configured 
and installed in cooperation with 
GTE and Fujitsu. 

The most conspicuous change 
will be noticed by those calling 
the Cooperative outside of nor¬ 
mal office hours. Before the 
change, the after-hours calls to 
the office would remain un¬ 
answered. Now, those calling 
will be greeted by a recorded 
message informing callers that 
they have reached Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative and 
the office is now closed. 

In conjunction with this, 
the manner in which after¬ 
hour outages are reported has 
changed. Previously, after-hour 
outages were reported by calling 
the personal phone numbers 
of Engineer Carl George, Line 
Superintendent Ken Corzine or 
Member Services Director Ron 
Medlin. Now, to report out¬ 
ages beyond normal working 
hours, members should call 
the regular office numbers of 
800-762-1400 (for calls origi¬ 
nating in southern Illinois 
only) or (618)827-3555. 

same recorded message, but will 
be instructed to stay on the line 
to report the outage. The call will 
automatically be routed to either 
Carl, Ken, or Ron. On rare 
occasions, when those three are 
unavailable, the caller will be 
given other phone numbers and 
instructed to call additional per¬ 
sonnel responsible for accepting 
the outage calls. 

Although it has been a practice 
for many years, the Cooperative 
is requesting that members no 
longer call the home phone 
numbers of Carl, Ken and 
Ron. The outages will be han¬ 
dled more efficiently by calling 
the regular office numbers. 
Callers in the Massac and Pope 
counties areas may continue to 
call the linemen assigned to 
that area, namely Perry Dailey, 
Robin Ramage or Larry Keller, 
or they can choose to call the 

regular office numbers. 
Before the changes, the Coop¬ 

erative had four phone lines: one 
incoming 800 line and three 
incoming/outgoing lines. The 
new system has been expanded 
to six incoming/outgoing phone 
lines (including the 800 number) 
to provide better service and 
allow for more flexibility. Now, 
more than one call at a time can 
ring in on the 800 line. However, 
please note the 800-762-1400 
number operates only when the 
call originates from Southern 
Illinois. 

Even though the system has 
been expanded to six phone 
lines, the majority of the calls 
during regular office hours are 
still being processed by the 
receptionist. However, during 
extended outages, callers may 
be greeted by a brief message 
giving information about the 
outage. A receptionist will an¬ 
swer after the message is given. 

The new phone system should 
be available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. It is equipped 
with a battery backup should 
the electrical power fail at the 
office. 

The new system was in¬ 
stalled and configured to be 
more responsive to the needs 
and to improve communica¬ 
tion with SIEC’s member¬ 
ship. If you should have any 
questions or comments, please 
do not hesitate to call the 
Cooperative. 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827 3555 P.0. Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Guy Casper Johnson County 

Vice president George R. Inman Pulaski County 
Sec. treas. David L Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 

Lawrence Wilke Massac County 
Bob J. Ury Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss Alexander County 
Dale Taake Pulaski County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 

Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 
Whom to call-numbers to call- 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m., 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 
1 800-762 1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 
Alexander Counties call: 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 
618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 
524-5627 Perry Dailey 
524-3516 Robin Ramage 
524-3518 Larry Joe Keller 

*Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 
Ramage and Larry Keller are linemen. 
Once outages start, they will be out 
working and there might not be 
anyone at home to answer their 
phone. 

SIEC board president Guy Casper presented a 25-year service award to 
Michael "Mick” Williams, Dongola, SIEC Oil Filled Equipment Foreman, 
during the annual meeting of members August 5. 

Getting to know your employees 
Lamar Houston is the SIEC 

utility serviceman in the 
North Area. He joined the 
cooperative ranks in January 
1973 and has 20 years of 
service. He began at the 
cooperative as an apprentice 
forestry man, advancing to 
lineman on a construction 
crew and has held his present 
classification for the past eight 
years. 

The responsibilities of a 
utility serviceman are to 
respond to outage calls, recon¬ 
nect and disconnect service, 
make collection calls, and do 
line maintenance. 

Lamar was born in Cairo 
and lived in Miller City most 
of his life prior to employment 
at SIEC. He is a graduate of 
Egyptian School and attended 
Shawnee College. 

He is married to the former 
Connie Nelson of Tamms. The 
couple resides in Tamms. 
They have three children: 
Derek, age 13; Kimberlee, age 
12; and Leslie, age 9. 

Houston’s favorite endeavor 

Houston 

is politics and he presently 
serves as chairman of the 
Democratic Party of Alexander 
County. He serves his com¬ 
munity on the board of direc¬ 
tors at the MAP Training 
Center at Karnak, Egyptian 
School, Alexander County 
Housing Authority, and 
Alexander County Building 
Commission. For relaxation 
he enjoys bowling on a league 
team. 
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1993 door prizes 
Annual meeting August 5r 1993 

PRIZE DONOR 

Early Bird 
Canvas travel bag & 16 SOW bulbs Heartland Travel, Waterloo 

Eddie Cockrel, Metropolis Schott Electric, Cape Girardeau 

Canvas travel bag & 16 60W bulbs 
Pearl Anderson, Karnak 

Heartland Travel, Waterloo 
Schott Electric, Cape Girardeau 

Volt pen & 16 60W bulbs 
Gene Jobe, Cobden 

Building Serv. Supp., Murphysboro 
Schott Electric, Cape Girardeau 

$20 off coupon/Stihl cap & folder 
David & Mary Gearing, Cypress 

McCarver's Repair, Anna 
Stiles Office Supp., Carbondale 

AT&T cordless telephone 
Georgette Norris, Thebes 

SIEC 
Dongola 

Box of assorted spices 
Cletus Eddleman, Dongola 

Brownstown Elec. Supply 
Brownston, Ind. 

16-inch stand fan 
Phillip C. Brown, Dongola 

Oil Field Electric Co. 
West Frankfort 

Cooler and water jug combo 
Dorothy Pullet, Pulaski 

Corzine's Hardware & Appl. 
Dongola 

Juice extractor 
Aoudy Eddleman, Grand Chain 

Oil Field Electric Co. 
West Frankfort 

Presto Kitchen Kettle 
Henry Schnaare, Karnak 

Diversified Electric Supp. 
North Little Rock, Ark. 

16-inch oscillating fan 
Dale Mowery, Tamms 

Oil Field Electric Co. 
West Frankfort 

Certificate for two entrees 
Clarence Lang, Sr., Dongola 

Tony's Steak House 
Marion 

The Iced Tea Pot 
Terry Lewis, Karnak 

Oil Field Electric Co. 
West Frankfort 

One-year subscription 
B.E. Britton, Villa Ridge 

Dongola Tri-County Record 
Dongola 

10/2 amp battery charger 
Larry Cheek, Ullin 

Oil Field Electric Co. 
West Frankfort 

Hamilton Beach can opener 
John E. Bosecker, Villa Ridge 

Earl Edmonds 
Anna 

Braun hand blender & chopper 
Bill Darnell, Anna 

Oil Field Electric Co. 
West Frankfort 

Rival electric ice crusher 
Darrell Larry, Olmsted 

Electric Laboratories & Sales 
Mattoon 

ITT wall phone 
Jerome Price, Olmsted 

Graybar Electric Co. 
St. Louis 

Black & Decker 3/8-in. reversing drill 
Paul Reed, Karnak 

Oil Field Electric Co. 
West Frankfort 

PRIZE DONOR 

12-in. oscillating fan 
Orris Mosby, Jr., Jonesboro 

Fletcher-Reinhardt Company 
St. Louis 

Motion activated floodlight 
Alberta Snow, Villa Ridge 

Oil Field Electric Co. 
West Frankfort 

Two 21-lb. boxes of FS detergent 
Vanis 0. Travis, Belknap 

Fruit Belt Service Co. 
Vienna 

Black & Decker cordless power driver 
George Bros. Farm, Olmsted 

Oil Field Electric Co. 
West Frankfort 

10-gallon shop vac 
Noah Horstman, Metropolis 

Gary's ROW Service, Inc. 
West Frankfort 

Black & Decker reversing drill 
Will Lance, Olmsted 

Oil Field Electric Co. 
West Frankfort 

One-year subscription 
Virginia Thurston, Pulaski 

Gazette Democrat 
Anna 

Four-foot shop light 
Robert D. Reineking, Metropolis 

Oil Field Electric Co. 
West Frankfort 

Ray-O-Vac sealed beam lantern 
Ray Hendrick, Ullin 

Guy Gray Supply Co. 
Paducah 

Skil Vk in. circular saw 
Rolla Lence, Cobden 

Oil Field Electric Co. 
West Frankfort 

Gasoline can-tainer 2.6 gal. 
Terry Davis, Tamms 

Karraker Feed & Seed 
Dongola 

Certificate for two entrees 
James & Pat Reynolds, Vienna 

Tony's Steak House 
Marion 

50 ft. garden hose 
John Gurley, Vienna 

Jim Wilson Company 
Cape Girardeau 

ITT wall phone 
Lelia Saltsman, Belknap 

Graybar Elec. Co. 
St. Louis 

$10 gift certificate 
Bill Childers, Buncombe 

Wal-Mart, Inc. 
Anna 

Black & Decker variable speed jig saw 
Ruth Hanle, Karnak 

Oil Field Electric Co. 
West Frankfort 

12-cup Mr. Coffee coffemaker 
Garold Blanchard, Grand Chain 

Ledbetter Toth & Assoc. 
Springfield, Mo. 

10-gal. shop vac 
Everett Schnaare, Olmsted 

Mil Soft Int. Sol. Inc. 
Abilene, Tex. 

Cold storage ice chest 
Bob Brewer, Metropolis 

WaterFurnace of Illinois 
Jacksonville 

Grand prize winner 
25-inch RCA color TV with remote & stand SIEC 

Charles Marvel, Tamms Dongola 

Office closing 
The directors and employees of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative wish you and yours a happy and pleasant 
Thanksgiving. 

The cooperative office will be closed Thursday. November 25, 
and Friday, November 26, for the Thanksgiving holidays. 
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Safety tips for rural homeowners 

Ground-fault circuit interrupters instantly detect shorts and shut off 
electricity before anyone is injured. 

If you’re a rural homeowner 
who maintains a few acres 
beyond city limits, there are 
important safety tips that can 
make your use of electricity safer 
and more efficient. While elec¬ 
tricity is one of the safest forms 
of energy, the absence of elec¬ 
trical codes and inspections in 
rural areas means that home- 
owners must take greater re¬ 
sponsibility for recognizing 
unsafe wiring and other haz¬ 
ardous conditions. Here are a 
few guidelines that can save 
lives, property and money: 

Use ground-fault circuit 
interrupters (GFCI) 

Use wherever electricity, 
water, and you come together. 
GFCI’s are electrical protection 
devices that sense a ground- 
fault, or short, and instantly 
disconnect the circuit. Unlike 
fuses and circuit breakers that 
depend on heavy overloads or 
shorts to function. GFCI’s sense 
even small electrical faults and 
disconnect the circuit before 
anyone is injured. This is par¬ 
ticularly important for outdoor 

and farmstead electric use in 
operating power tools, lawn 
trimmers, hedge clippers, power 
spray washers, and all electric 
use around swimming pools 
and hot tubs. Some GFCI’s are 
designed to replace standard 
outlets; other portable units 
simply plug into existing outlets 
and can be moved form one loca¬ 
tion to another. For new homes 
and additions, the National 

Electrical Code requires the use 
of GFCI’s in garages, bathrooms, 
and on outdoor receptacles. 
Around pools, use GFCI’s on 
lighting fixtures, recirculating 
pumps and on all receptacles 
within 20 feet of the pool. 

Ground-fault circuit inter¬ 
rupters can be purchased at any 
major hardware and electric 
supply store. 

Check wiring in barns 
and outbuildings 

If you have a detached shop, 
storage building, or even a barn 
for horses or other livestock, 
specific wiring materials and 
methods must be used, espe¬ 
cially where dusty or moist con¬ 
ditions exist, or where heat 
lamps will be used. Typical 
hazards include improper 
grounding, residential-type fix¬ 
tures that are not designed for 

use in bams, and undersized 
heat lamp circuits. 

To learn more about proper 
wiring around rural homes and 
farmsteads, check with your 
electric power supplier or obtain 
a copy of the Agricultural Wiring 
Handbook. This 88-page illus¬ 
trated handbook contains wiring 
plans for 14 types of farm struc¬ 
tures, along with specifications 
for lighting and motor use. The 
handbook is updated every three 
years to conform to the latest 
National Electrical Code. 

To order the Agricultural 
Wiring Handbook, contact the 
National Food and Energy 
Council, 409 Vandiver West, 
Bldg. 4, Suite 202, Columbia, 
MO 65202 or call 314-875-7155. 
The cost is $7.80 per copy, 
including postage and handling. 
It’s important to know the latest 
requirements for proper wiring. 

^ * i'm Satellite TV services available 
to members of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

  Call toll-free 1-800-44RURAL (447-8725)   
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Shawnee Community College scholarship 
Ron Medlin, SIEC member services director, recently presented the 
annual $500 Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative Scholarship check to 
Dr. Jack Hill, president of Shawnee Community College. The financial 
aid office awards the scholarship to a student who lives in a home served 
by the electric cooperative. 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call-numbers to call- 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 

Monday through Saturday 

Call Toll Free (from Southern Illinois) 

1 800762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

In Union, Johnson, Pulaski, and 

Alexander Counties call: 

1-800-762-1400 Dongola office 

618-827-3555 Dongola office 

In Massac and Pope Counties call: 

524-5627 Perry Dailey 

524-3516 Robin Damage 

524 3518 Larry Joe Keller 

* Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Damage and Larry Keller are linemen. 

Once outages start, they will be out 

working and there might not be 

anyone at home to answer their 

phone. 

Leslie A. Mayo 
is cashier-receptionist 

Leslie A. Mayo of Anna began 
SIEC employment September 27 

at the position of cashier- 

receptionist. 

Leslie is an Anna-Jonesboro 

Community High School gradu¬ 

ate and has attended Shawnee 

Community College. She re¬ 

cently worked at the Gazette- 

Democrat in Anna. 

She is the daughter of Harold 

and Kathy Mayo and grew up in 

Jonesboro. She is single and 

loves country music. Her fa¬ 

vorite sport is bowling and she 

enjoys walking for exercise. 

NOTE: Leslie assumed the 

position previously held by Betty 

Reynolds. Betty has moved into 

the billing department as a 

billing clerk. 

Leslie A. Mayo 
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'Super Max' prison facility to be served by SIEC 
On October 18, Governor Jim Edgar and 

Department of Corrections director Howard A. 
Peters III announced that the state of Illinois 
would construct the Super Max Prison in 
the Tamms area. The $60 million facility is 
expected to provide 200-250 construction jobs 
and 300 permanent jobs with an annual 
payroll in excess of $11 million. Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative will provide elec¬ 
tric service to the new facility. 

Peters said Tamms offered the best com¬ 
bination of factors for the prison. Terrain, cost, 
an impressive incentives package, community 
diversity and the need for jobs all helped to 
push Tamms over the top. Utility and land 
incentives are expected to save the state any¬ 
where from $800,000 to $1.4 million on the 

project. The Village of Tamms has offered 
free sewer and water for two years and SIEC 
offered the state its economic development 
rate for electrical service. 

It has since been announced a 200 bed work 
camp will be constructed adjacent to the 
prison. This will create an additional 85 jobs. 

State engineers and architects have started 
their preliminary site work. Their goal is to 
have the work camp operational by April 1995 
and the super-max prison ready for prisoners 
by October 1996. Cooperative personnel are 
continuing to work with the Village of Tamms, 
Southernmost Illinois Prison Committee 
members, Shawnee Community College 
employees and state officials to keep the 
project on schedule. 

DO YOU KNOW SPACE HEATER 
SAFETY FEATURES? 

Portable space heaters can help you and 
your family keep warm and cozy on those 
very chilly days. But, please make sure your 
heater provides these safety features: 

• A tip -over switch that shuts off the heater 
if it's knocked over. 

• An overheat sensor that shuts off the unit 
if the heater gets too hot. 

• A low surface temperature to help protect 
you and your family from burns. 

• A screen or grill to help prevent children 
from sticking fingers and objects into the 
heater. 

For heating a bathroom, choose a heater 
designed especially for bathroom use. 

If you need more space heater informa¬ 
tion, please contact us. We're happy to help 
you keep your home warm and comfortable. 

Office closings 
SIEC offices will be closed Friday, December 24, to celebrate the Christmas holiday and also 

Friday, December 31, to usher in the New Year of 1994. 
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Michael Williams Larry Joe Keller Stanley Treat Dennis Abercrombie 

Four attend hot line school 
SIEC employees Michael 

Williams, Larry Joe Keller, 
Stanley Treat and Dennis 
Abercrombie attended the Hot 
Line Maintenance School at 
Lincoln Land Community 
College in Springfield during 
October. Williams and Keller 
trained in underground distribu¬ 
tion and Treat and Abercrombie 
trained in first year distribution. 

The Hot Line School is an 
annual event coordinated by the 

AIEC Job Training and Safety 
Department of Springfield. 
Cooperative personnel and 
supplier, manufacturer and 
vendor representatives lead the 
discussion and instruction. 

The classes in first-, second-, 
and third-year distribution, un¬ 
derground electric service and 
rubber-gloving were in week- 
long segments. This year the 
school ran from September 27 
through October 15. 

Electric cooperatives, locally 
owned by the members they 
serve, maintain more than half 
the electric distribution network 
in Illinois. Our employees under¬ 
stand how vital electric service 
is to the well-being of farms, 
homes and businesses along our 
lines. Understanding new tech¬ 
niques will help our employees 
provide better service. 

Barbara J. Keller 

Barbara Keller retires after 28 years 
Barbara J. Keller retired 

September 13 after 28 years of 
cooperative service. 

Barbara joined the cooperative 
in May 1965 as a sales person 
in the resale department. The 
resale department was discon¬ 
tinued in 1986, and Barbara 
went to work in the billing 
department where she con¬ 
tinued until retirement. 

She grew up in Anna and 
graduated from Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School. She 

married Terry Keller, and 
Dongola became her hometown. 

The couple have a daughter, 
Deena Swink, and two grand¬ 
sons, Cory and Caleb. Barbara 
looks forward to having more 
time to enjoy her church, her 
sorority, and her grandsons. 
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