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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Sooner or later almost everyone 
comes to realize that the cheapest 
product available is usually not the 
best, and this statement certainly 
applies to heating choices. Despite 
the continued ballyhoo about how 
economical, clean and safe natural 
gas is, the facts still speak for 
themselves: Electricity is the 
cleanest and safest method of space 
and water heating available today— 
and it can be the most economical, 
too—if the right choices are made. 

Today’s standard production 
model air-to-air heat pumps are 
three times as efficient as the 
highest-efficiency gas furnace pro¬ 
duced. Most new ground water heat 
pumps are averaging 350 percent 
efficiency and provide lower 
operating cost than any gas systems 
available. 

Also, when gas is used for space or 
water heating, the toxic fumes pro¬ 
duced from combustion must be 
vented outside of the home, a 
process which equates to a 6 percent 
energy loss. 

On the other hand, when electri¬ 
city is used for space and water 
heating, no toxic fumes are pro¬ 
duced and no venting is needed. 

This allows your home to be more 
airtight and consequently more 
energy efficient. In addition, if a 
ground water heat pump is utilized, 
up to 60 percent of the average 
family’s hot water needs can be pro¬ 
vided from captured waste heat as 
the unit cools your home. 

So the next time you see or hear 
an advertisement saying that 
natural gas is cheap heat, we’ll con¬ 
cede that point, but when someone 
prints or advertises that gas is bet¬ 
ter or safer than electricity, just 
think ’’Bull!” and call Southeastern 
for the “rest of the story,” we’ll even 
tell you about our $400 rebate on 
ground water heat pumps and our 
$300 rebate for add-on heat pumps; 
and remember “We’ll keep the 
lights on for you.” Happy New 
Year! 
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Dwain displays a couple of the by-products from the 
ostrich farming operation. The empty egg shells are 
valuable, and the feathers are used by Nevada 
showgirls. 

Dwain and Ray Harbison, manager of member 
services and industrial development for SEIEC, scan 
one of the several ostrich producers' magazines that 
are now in business. 

Dwain often wears gloves to work with the birds, 
especially if one is angry. This ostrich is fairly passive. 

Ostrich farm 
People driving by Dwain 

McFarland’s rural Thompson- 
ville farm are treated to an 
unusual sight—a sight so 
unusual, in fact, that a few have 
run into a ditch and had to be 
pulled out with a tractor. 

McFarland has a herd of 
ostriches on his farm and aside 
from being unusual, they’re also 
quite interesting. He also has 
some emus and rheas. 

His sons, Jeremy, 22, and 
Jason, 18, work with him in the 
operation. For the most part, the 
operation involves raising 
newborn ostriches to the age of 
about three months. “That’s the 
hardest part,” Dwain says, “and 
I’m raising them for Southwind 

12b 

Farms, in Indiana. At present, 
none of the birds actually belong 
to me.” 

He notes that his is one of 
several “satellite” farms South- 
wind uses to spread the risk 
around, since raising young 
ostriches is a chancy proposi¬ 
tion, and the birds are frightfully 
expensive. 

“A guaranteed fertilized egg 
will sell for about $1,200,” he 
says, “so it’s understandable 
that they’d want to be careful. 
You have to keep an eye on the 
chicks all the time, and make 
sure they’re kept fairly warm 
and dry. They’re a lot like 
baby chicks, but much more 
valuable.” 

While eggs are expensive, 
Dwain says that there is a boom¬ 
ing market for other things, too. 
For example, a blown-out shell 
may bring as much as $100, and 
feathers, which the birds pro¬ 
duce in abundance, are worth 
good money, too. “Most of them 
are cleaned up, maybe dyed, and 
end up in Las Vegas or Reno, as 
part of a showgirl’s costume,” he 
explains, adding, “there’s a 
really good market there. Their 
skin makes a good leather, and 
there’s a market for that, too.” 

But there’s an even more prac¬ 
tical reason for growing 
ostriches, he emphasizes. “The 
whole industry is gearing up to 
produce ostriches for sale as 
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meat,” he says, “because it’s a 
good-tasting meat that’s low in 
fat and cholesterol. I’ve tried it, 
and it tastes like beef. It was 
really good.” 

At present, however, meat is 
in short supply since the birds 
are so expensive. A two-to-three 
year-old breeding pair will sell 
for $65,000-75,000, he says. 
“There aren’t many people sell¬ 
ing them yet, but there will be a 
lot of meat on the market when 
there is a good flock built up. 
And that day is coming, he adds. 

“I’ve been in the business 
since 1987,” he says, “and I 
have about 40 birds here now.” 

Whatever happens to the meat 
market, Dwain says, the birds 
are interesting to work with. A 
day-old chick will be about the 
size of a full-grown Bantam 
chicken, and will weigh from 
three to three and a half pounds. 
As they get bigger, they develop 

an interesting trait—they make 
a strange “huffing” noise. “All 
our birds are African Black 
ostriches,” Dwain explains, 
“and their sound imitates that of 
a lion, and is scares off 
predators. Even so, they have a 
defense of their own. They have 
a kick that just won’t quit, and 
unlike horses, they kick forward. 
They’ll give you warning, and 
most won’t kick unless they’re 
provoked, but when they do, 
they can really hurt you. We’ve 
got some half-inch chipboard 
panels here that they’ve kicked 
holes in. They can peck pretty 
hard, too. Sometimes they just 
peck out of curiosity, or to be 
sociable, but when they peck in 
anger, you know you’ve been 
pecked.” 

The African Blacks he raises, 
he notes, are smaller and less 
aggressive than some of the 
other breeds, and are easier to 

handle. They’ll reach a height of 
about 8 feet to the top of the 
head, and may weigh as much 
as 350-400 pounds. 

“They’ll lay an egg nearly as 
big as a football,” Dwain says, 
“and they’re edible, too. As 
much as they’re worth, you’d be 
crazy to eat a good one, but I had 
an unfertilized egg that had 
cracked, so it wasn’t any good 
for anything else. I invited a 
bunch of friends and relatives 
over and made an omelette. We 
couldn’t eat it all. They say the 
eggs are equivalent to about 
three dozen chickens’ eggs, and 
I believe it.” 

The big birds’ antics are part 
of what makes them so interest¬ 
ing, and what cause people to 
drive off the road while watch¬ 
ing. “They have an incredible 
dance that they sometimes do,” 
Dwain says. 

While the young are fragile 

Eggs from different breeds of ostrich show different 
textures. A good mature bird may lay as many as 80 
eggs in a year. 

Dwain shows that ostriches will peck if they have a 
chance. This friendly peck would be painless, but an 
angry bird can do some harm. An ostrich struts his stuff. 
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and require a lot of tender loving 
care, the older birds are tough 
enough to withstand a lot. 
Dwain recalls coming home dur¬ 
ing a raging hailstorm and 
expecting to find a lot of the 

birds injured. Instead, there 
were just dozens of black 
mounds out in the field. The 
birds had tucked their heads 
under their wings and sat out 
the storm in complete safety. 

“They’re tough birds, once they 
mature,” he says, “and tough or 
not, they’re certainly unusual. 
That’s what makes working 
with them so interesting. I’m 
glad I got into the business.” 

New members of your cooperative 
Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family 

in November 1992! 

Charlene Bebout Charles West David A. Codec Richard L. Cook Jr. 

Lisa Griswold Tony Winsor Douglas R. Grounds Rhonda Bath 

Lloyd Dale Hobbs Deborah L. Yarber Danny G. Hunter Allen Bozarth 

Bryan Mitchell Ronald E. Wasielewski William H. Kraemer Bruce W. Chantelois 

Woodrow Parnell Jr. Sheila K. Gibbons David Parks R.W. Dare 

Cathy Smith Larry K. Murphy Randy L. Smithson John Dublo 

Rene Voss Randy A. Shafer Brad J. Swan Pamela L. Forbes 

Kenneth Bryce Lane Leslie P. Dunstan Willie's Corner Eric Goins 

Greg Beers Beulah Harrelson Shane Winters Richard Hayes 

Kevin Brown John Korte Lester E. Arnold Sandra K. Jones 

Coal Carbon, Inc. Thomas J. Neal Troy D. Dishner Brenda Krajnak 

Robert T. Deaton Randy G. Phillips Alvin Key Keith E. Redman 

Sammy Joe Dudley John K. Voges Jeffrey W. Ovington Randall E. Stephens 

Gary Foulk John Woolard Shawnee Marketing Arthur H. Wagner 

Lennita Goyer Jeff Barnes Thomas G. Dvorshock John T. Wilson 

Joey B. Heflin Kevin Berrong M. Hayduk Dan L. Woodland 

Raymond A. Kerley Shannon Burnett Jack Lanham Robert Bourland 

Scott Mobley Ruby Deloris Cox Rita L. Pankey Roger L. Eastwood 

Julie Rogers Joseph Drone Tammy Rister Rick Maddox 

Stacey Strunk Sabrina Duplantis Carl Vonessen Don Ray Robertson 

Power Outage 
If you power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are in the 
“ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
panel just below the meter socket If the breaker is in the 
“OFF’ position, check all of your wiring from the meter 
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring appears to 
be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These phone numbers 
are monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to ac¬ 
cept your outage and emergency calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman on weekdays (from 4:30 
p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to report outages 
or emergencies. If you do not receive an answer or if the 
phone is busy, please call 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611 
(COLLECT) to report your outage or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering your 
call the account name and location number as it appears 
on the envelope that contains your billing tickets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Most of us have become accustom¬ 
ed to performing (or having some¬ 
one else to perform) regular 
maintenance on our cars, trucks, 
lawn mowers, and home heating 
systems. Few of us, however, do any 
maintenance at all on our home 
electrical systems. Although a 
properly installed home electrical 
system is remarkable durable, they 
do require regular care and atten¬ 
tion. There are hundreds of elec¬ 
trical connections in the average 
house, including those in the main 
service panel. Each home also has 
several electrical “junction” or 
“connection” boxes, which are nor¬ 
mally located in the attic or base¬ 
ment. In addition to these, each light 
switch and receptacle is a connec¬ 
tion point. 

All homes, regardless of construc¬ 
tion type, experience vibration, 
which over long periods of time can 
produce loose connections. Because 
they resist current flow, loose con¬ 
nections produce heat, and when 
the circuits are not in use, loose con¬ 
nections cool. This action of 
repeatedly heating and cooling a 
connection causes it to loosen even 
further. The old adage, “A stitch in 

time saves nine,” applies and it is 
usually wiser to perform preventa¬ 
tive maintenance on a home’s elec¬ 
trical system than to repair or 
replace damaged components. 

If you have lights that blink, 
flicker, or suddenly become 
brighter, you may have a loose con¬ 
nection problem. If you have light 
switches or receptacles that must be 
wiggled to get them to function, you 
definitely have a connection prob¬ 
lem. Often it can be solved by simply 
replacing the switch or receptacle 
involved. 

If you are having problems with 
the wiring inside of your home, we 
recommend that a competent elec¬ 
trician check your home’s system, 
starting with the main service panel. 
It is often surprising how circuit logs 
can loosen in just a few years; 
however, we don’t want such a 
check to be shocking—don’t forget 
that main service panels contain 
energized conductors—even when 
all circuit breakers are in the “off’ 
position! Next thoroughly check the 
particular circuit that’s causing the 
problem. With proper test equip¬ 
ment, it shouldn’t take long to find 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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The Southern Illinois Power Co-operative generating plant is located south of Marion on the Lake of Egypt. 
The shorter smokestacks are from the first three units, which were built in 1963, and the tall one serves 
the fourth unit, built in 1978. 

Rebates offered 
Southern Illinois Power Co¬ 

operative’s newest unit at its 
power plant south of Marion is 
nearly 15 years old, so SEIEC is 
offering rebates to members who 
install add-on heat pumps or 
geothermal heat pumps. While 
the two might seem unrelated, 
they’re really not. 

There are several reasons to 
encourage members to install 
such units, according to Tim 
Reeves, SIPC assistant general 
manager. “As time goes by,” he 
says, “our members use more 
and more electricity, and our 
power plant can only supply so 
much. If we get into a situation 
where we have more demand 
than supply, we’ll either have to 
buy electricity somewhere else, 
increase our generation ca¬ 
pacity, or try demand side 
management before we reach 

that point.” 
With that in mind, the idea 

behind rebates is to postpone the 
day when new generation be¬ 
comes necessary. 

Before we get too far along, we 
should note that there is no new 
construction planned in the 
immediate future. Reeves em¬ 
phasizes, but SIPC is watching 

Tim Reeves, assistant general manager of SIPC, notes that the power 
co-op has base and intermediate power available, but may need to 
provide for peaking power in the not-too-distant future. 
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its capacity and load growth 
carefully to be sure it’s not 
caught short. 

Three distribution coopera¬ 
tives own SIPC, which is a 
generation and transmission 
co-op, or G&T. Southeastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative, 
Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative and Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association are the 
three owners of SIPC. “Our 
member-cooperatives are work¬ 
ing on power requirements 
studies,” Reeves says, “and our 
power needs are naturally based 
on their needs. We’ll base our 
needs on what the member- 
co-ops project, and we’ll decide 
what to do. I don’t see a need for 
major construction anytime 
soon, though.” 

Reeves notes that most elec¬ 
trical systems have three dif¬ 
ferent kinds of generators: base 
load, intermediate and peaking. 
The cooperative has four units. 
Numbers one, two and three are 
rated at 33 megawatts (MW) 
each. They were built in 1963. 
Unit four was completed in 
1978, with 173 MW. SIPC’s base 
load is served by the newest 
unit, which runs constantly. 
When it doesn’t have the ca¬ 
pacity on its own, units one, two 
and three are fired up and put 
into use. That provides the 
intermediate load. SIPC doesn’t 
have a peaking plant, and that 
will be the next type of gen¬ 
eration needed by the power 
cooperative. 

Peaking units are used very 
seldom: perhaps a few hours in 
the course of a year. They’re 
needed on the very hottest 
weekdays, when mines and fac¬ 
tories are running, people are up 
and around, and air conditioners 
are running full blast. They’re 
also needed in the dead of 
winter, on those bitterly cold 
days when it’s all you can do to 
keep your home warm no mat¬ 
ter what you try. 

The problem with peak power 
is that when we need a lot of 
electricity, so does everybody 
else: it’s just not there to buy. 

Fortunately, peaking plants are 
the least expensive to buy, and 
take the least time to get “on 
line.” If they have a down side, 
it’s that the electricity from 
them is relatively expensive. 

“If we build,” Reeves says, 
“we’ll probably build a gas or oil- 
fired combustion turbine unit, or 
one which will burn either fuel. 
It won’t be very big, and won’t 
add to our manpower needs. We 
may locate it near the site of the 
greatest need, rather than at the 
Marion plant.” 

But before the plant is given a 
great deal of priority, rebates are 
a major part of the plan, and 
that’s why SEIEC is offering 
them. 

“It wasn’t all that long ago,” 
Reeves says, “that everybody 
who generated and sold power 
thought in terms of the ‘supply 
side’. If people used electricity, 
you built the capacity to serve it. 
If your load grew, you built a 
new plant. You can’t do that 
any more. Plants are incredibly 
expensive, and they require a 
lot of antipollution equipment 
that’s also expensive. While 
interest rates are low now, 
there were several years where 
interest expense was a real 
problem.” 

Now the “demand side” is 
getting some attention. The idea 

of demand side management is 
to maximize the use of existing 
power plants, trying to use the 
power that they generate as effi¬ 
ciently as possible. We’re trying 
to move usage from on-peak 
hours to off-peak hours, and 
from seasonal peak times to non¬ 
peak times. If we can accomplish 
these goals, it will enable the 
co-op to save money. Since the 
co-ops are owned by their mem¬ 
bers and operated on a not-for- 
profit basis, those savings are 
passed on to you, the member. 

“We hope to encourage those 
members who don’t have air 
conditioning to look at a heat 
pump, if they’re getting ready to 
buy. A heat pump is very effi¬ 
cient for heating a home, and 
does a good job of cooling, too. A 
geothermal heat pump, while 
quite a bit more expensive, is 
better yet. It’s the most efficient 
form of heating and cooling that 
exists. 

“With the rebate program 
we’ve got going,” he concludes, 
“we hope to encourage people 
who need to replace a furnace 
or air conditioner with a heat 
pump, which serves as both. We 
hope that people who are think¬ 
ing of building a new home will 
ask their contractor to install a 
heat pump. We think they’ll be 
good for us and the member.” 

SIPC has its headquarters at this newly remodeled and enlarged building 
near the power plant. 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
the cause. Don’t forget to check 
the ground connection on the 
home’s service entrance. This 
often can be a source of prob¬ 
lems on older houses with gal¬ 

vanized or copper water pipes 
that were used for grounding 
purposes. Sometimes those 
water pipes have been replaced 
with non-conductive plastic, 
rendering the home without 

an effective ground. 
Good luck and as always, give 

us a call at 1-800-833-2611, 
“We’ll keep the lights on for 
you.” 

New members of your cooperative 
Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family 

in December 1992! 

Matthew Meeker Mary H. Cooper Samuel C. Yoder Linda Maddox 
Sabrina D. Banks Leada Fisher Joe Nicklin Michael Moore 
Raymond D. Cook II Timothy E. Lewis Aaron Askew Vicky S. Patterson 
Tara Frailey Shawn T. Murphy Maurice 1. Hall Don Sanders 
Stacey L. Irvin Brenda Roberts Edward E. Roedel Douglas L. Shriver 
Vickie Lampley Steve L. Shales Jeffrey R. Brantley Clarence D. Street 
Robert A. McGrew James M. Teddy M. Joyce Cody David L. Whitcomb 
Robert E. Mandrel! II Joseph R. Willis James A. Cox Betty McAnelly 
Richard K. Moore Terry Clements Bridgette Harper Rick King 
Greg Peebels Ann Craig James McVicker Lonny Schutt 
Jama Schmidt Ernest Godwin Recess Health Club James E. Krumery Jr. 
Southern Land Co. Chris F. Jones John Robinson Cheryl Aldridge 
Louis Szynkowski David M. Lowe Carl E. Smith Roy C. Brown 
Vivian Beasley Dolly McNary Michelle B. Tucker Don Coonce 
Had G. Harmon Donald R. Mercer Michael R. Alexander Jerry L. Crockett 
Michael L. Vaughn John V. Murphy Mickey D. Cluster Billy Hiatt 
Denise M. Clutter Judith A. Pemberton Steven Dailey William Dale Meyer 
Thomas M. Martin Mark Schwarm Johnny Gomez Michael C. Reel 
Eric A. Armstrong Ivan G. Steele Ruby Key James D. Russell 
Diana Clippard Lee E. Wallace Allen McCree Gary T. Suits 

Power Outage 
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1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are in the 
“ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
panel just below the meter socket If the breaker is in the 
“OFF’ position, check all of your wiring from the meter 
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring appears to 
be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These phone numbers 
are monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to ac¬ 
cept your outage and emergency calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman on weekdays (from 4:30 
p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to report outages 
or emergencies. If you do not receive an answer or if the 
phone is busy, please call 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611 
(COLLECT) to report your outage or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering your 
call the account name and location number as it appears 
on the envelope that contains your billing tickets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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THE SOOTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

‘‘Don’t confuse me with the facts, 
I’ve already made up my mind,” 
is the adage ABC apparently had 
in mind when they aired their 
PrimeTIME LIVE segment on the 
Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion. The program, which was a 
“warmed over” version of last year’s 
SIXTY MINUTES broadcast, fea¬ 
tured the comments of Jack Van 
Mark, a former member of the 
Harold Hunter team, which was 
placed in power to dismantle the 
REA program. Although their goal 
was not accomplished while in 
office. Hunter, Van Mark, and James 
Miller continue to attack the REA by 
way of innuendos and half truths. As 
former government officials, they 
are accepted (and projected) by the 
news media as experts on rural 
electrification. 

In truth, they are professional 
bureaucrats who were placed in 
office by the political patronage 
system. If ABC had wanted to pre¬ 
sent an accurate analytical view of 
rural electrification, they should 
have visited some of the almost 
1,000 electric cooperatives which 
serve 75 percent of the land mass of 
the continental United States. If they 
had, they would have found the 
average cooperative serving five 
customers per mile, compared to the 
44 customers per mile of the average 
municipal utility, or the 34 cus¬ 
tomers per mile of the average 

investor-owned utility. 
They would have also discovered 

that the average revenue per mile of 
an electric cooperative is $6,505 
compared to $69,787 for munici¬ 
pals, and $56,582 for investor- 
owned utilities. If they had visited 
Southeastern, we would have shown 
them information, supplied by 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, indicating an annual 
federal subsidy of $93.37 per con¬ 
sumer for municipal utilities, $61.89 
per consumer for investor-owned 
utilities, and $46.25 per consumer 
for electric cooperatives, and asked 
them to use their investigative 
prowess to pursue the issue. 

In their defense, however, 
PrimeTIME did visit Hilton Head 
Island and emphasized the fact that 
an electric cooperative served the 
well known resort. They failed to 
mention, however, why the coopera¬ 
tive served the island, and the fact 
that the same cooperative serves 
some of the poorest and most 
desolate areas of South Carolina. 
PrimeTIME did, on the other hand, 
interview an authority on Rural 
Electrification: Congressman Glenn 
English of Oklahoma. As a matter of 
fact, over 90 minutes were taped 
with Congressman English — but 
not one second of it was aired! Why? 
Were they afraid to present the 
opposing view? Only their editors 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Pictured is the new 42,000 square-foot National Guard facility located adjacent to the Williamson County 
Airport, just west of Marion. The building is a combination National Guard Armory and Organizational 
Maintenance Shop. 

Guard locates in Marion 
The Illinois National Guard 

has moved into Marion, and 
that’s a good thing for many 
SEIEC members all over our ser¬ 
vice territory. For one thing, the 
new 42,000 square-foot facility 
is served by the co-op, and 
many of the people who staff the 
facility will undoubtedly live on 
co-op lines. 

The $2.3 million facility has 
about 15 full-time people, with 
about five more planned for in 
the future. And there are several 
hundred area men from Salem 
south who are involved in the 
part-time aspects of the Guard. 
The headquarters, which was in 
East St. Louis, has just relo¬ 
cated, according to Captain 
David Matakas, who came from 
Springfield to manage the 
facility. 

Matakas notes that the 700- 
man unit is somewhat unusual 
in that it is a traditional infantry 
battalion, rather than light 
infantry or mechanized infantry, 
like most units now are. 

“We’ll probably go one way or 
the other before too long,” he 
says, “but I don’t know which 
way we’ll go.” 

Matakas notes that the build¬ 
ing is not yet completely staffed, 
since only about half the head¬ 
quarters unit relocated to 

Marion during the move. A new 
unit has taken over the old 
facility, he adds, and some of 
those at the Marion facility have 
moved from Carterville, where 
they had been working out of a 
temporary building. 

The building, which is located 
adjacent to the Williamson 
County Airport, is a combination 
National Guard Armory and 
Organizational Maintenance 
Shop. 

There seems to be a fairly good 
prospect of a Guard air operation 
moving in, Matakas says, but 
that’s not definite. “It would be 
a boon to the area, though,” he 
says, and would result in some 

Captain David Matakas 

temporary construction jobs at 
the airport, since there’d need to 
be some additional taxiways and 
hardstand areas built. The main 
runway is fine, though.” 

He adds that the Guard is 
looking for young men to fill out 
the battalion’s ranks, and em¬ 
phasizes that there are several 
advantages to joining. “It’s a 
part-time job that pays well,” 
he says, “and we offer college 
tuition, too. That’s an important 
point to consider these days. 
Years ago, when a young man 
got out of high school, he could 
go to work at the mill. Now, he 
needs college. We can provide 
that.” 

While military organizations 
are in the midst of a serious 
downsizing, Matakas notes that 
the Guard isn’t suffering so 
much from that problem, be¬ 
cause it offers a good investment 
in training at a relatively low 
cost. 

“And the Guard’s good for an 
area,” he stresses. “We live in 
the community, we train in the 
community, and we’re part of 
the community. That’s one of 
the real benefits of being in the 
Guard. We hope to increase our 
presence here, and contribute 
to the well-being of Southern 
Illinois.” 
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Use the earth 
for heating, cooling 

It’s hard to believe, but the 
most economical and efficient 
energy source for heating and 
cooling your home is in your 
yard. It’s called geothermal 
heating and cooling, and it gets 
its energy from the heat natu¬ 
rally stored within the soil. 

We in the U.S. tend to think of 
it as a really new kind of tech¬ 
nology, but it’s not. In Europe, 
where energy costs have histori¬ 
cally been high, it’s been right at 
home for years. Geothermal has 
comfort, efficiency and environ¬ 
mental safety going for it, as well 
as economy. 

The Wall Street Journal said 
in a 1990 article, “You can 
heat and cool your home for 30 
to 40 percent less than with 
natural gas or straight elec¬ 
tricity — while at the same time 
doing your bit to protect the 
environment.” 

Geothermal heating and cool¬ 
ing is creating year-round com¬ 
fort in the Oklahoma State 
Capitol, and entire residential 
subdivisions have been de¬ 
veloped in Illinois, Indiana and 
Ohio to take advantage of this 
efficient type of home energy 
system. 

SEIEC offers a rebate to mem¬ 

bers who are interested, because 
this type of system combines the 
wise use of energy resources 
with the lowest possible oper¬ 
ating cost. Such a system not 
only heats and cools a home 
efficiently, but as a byproduct it 
provides free hot water for much 
of the year. We offer the rebate 
because the system is fairly 
expensive to install, and is 
beneficial to both the member 
and the co-op. 

The geothermal system’s 
main component is a looping 
series of plastic pipe buried in 
the ground. An anti-freeze liquid 
is circulated through the pipe 
and into the home. This liquid 
collects stored solar energy from 
the soil, heat that constantly 
builds up within the ground as 
the sun shines on the earth. 

In the winter, the heat is 
brought into the house through 
the system. In the summer, the 
system is reversed so that the 
heat is carried out and absorbed 
by the ground. 

Independent laboratory tests 
have shown that the geothermal 
system heats up to four times 
more efficiently than fossil-fuel 
systems, and is 30 percent 
more efficient than other air¬ 

conditioning methods. Cus¬ 
tomers who have the system 
installed find that they get $4 to 
$5 worth of heat for every dollar 
of electricity it uses. 

The system uses no flame or 
internal combustion, favorable 
points in the safety and environ¬ 
ment categories. It is quiet, and 
it provides an even air flow so 
that there are no warm or cool 
“pockets” in the house. Other 
Illinois co-ops have promoted 
geothermal heating and cooling, 
and their members report being 
very satisfied with their units. In 
1991, ground was broken for a 
31-acre subdivision south of 
Quincy. What makes this new 
residential subdivision unique 
for Illinois was that every home 
on its 25 lots will be heated 
and cooled with the geothermal 
system, a first for Illinois. 

Matt Holtmeyer, developer of 
the Hidden Cove subdivision, 
says, “I’m committed to geo¬ 
thermal because it’s the most 
efficient heating and cooling 
system available. When the 
homeowner has lower utility 
bills, that adds value to the 
homes I build.” 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
can answer the question, but if 
this is indicative of investigative 
journalism, we all might as well 
get our news update from the 
smear tabloids sold at local 
supermarkets. 

Our new President has taken 
a bold and courageous step in 
his plan to cut the deficit. It is an 
action that is long overdue, and 
one that must be pursued for 

the sake of our Nation and our 
children. Part of that plan in¬ 
cludes a proposal to end loan 
subsidies for rural electric coop¬ 
eratives. If the President’s pro¬ 
posal is successful, there should 
never again be a media attack on 
the rural electric cooperatives — 
but there will be, because the 
real truth has not yet come out. 
The truth is: Some cooperative 
are now serving lucrative loads. 

such as Hilton Head Island, 
which are coveted by other 
power suppliers, power sup¬ 
pliers whose basic philosophy 
is that rural cooperatives are 
indeed necessary, but only 
necessary to serve unwanted, 
unprofitable loads. Unfortu¬ 
nately, it now appears they have 
recruited a powerful ally to fur¬ 
ther their cause. 

New members of your cooperative 
Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family 

in January 1993! 

Donald D. Funke 
Carl E. Case 
Alice J. Hall 
Lee Ann Landis 
Juanita Mayer 
Dale Pinkham 
Lyle Sabatto 
James Twomey 
Kenneth R. Chumbler 
Rhonda Klutts 
Banterra Bank 
Garold James Hood 
Willard Lyn Miller 
Wayne C. Thieman 
Kevin L. Greenwood 
Stanley S. Lewis 
Clinton E. Price 
Chris Shewmaker 
Judy A. Turner 

Christopher G. Cooper 
Lena A. Johnson 
Lawrence R. Labertew 
Jason Rix 
Andy D. White 
Madelyn J. Douglas 
Jeff Wargel 
Forrest Cobb 
Gannett Outdoor 
L&J Producers Inc. 
David Brookshire 
Sonia R. Gathright 
Charlotte Henry 
Richard W. Lustig 
Shannon L. Nuth 
Adam Rametta 
Jason M. Smith 
Mark Ray Webb 
David J. Dudman 

Robert Mitchell 
Wilma Cruson 
Jack Large 
Dawn M. Pritchett 
Scott Frampton 
Patrick N. Lambrecht 
Monty R. Parker 
John L. Goolsby 
Greg Simmons 
Clarence R. Carpenter 
Steven V. Fuson 
Noble F. Johnston 
William F. McReynolds 
Nels Schimmelpfennig 
Rhonda Branson 
M&F Partnership 
American Petrol Tech 
Country Village Inn 
Halco 

Sunshine Signs 
Mary L. Canup 
Benny C. Gayer 
Larry Hyde 
Donald J. McClenahan 
William J.V. Parsons 
Hilda M. Russell 
Jay Scott Stella 
Abigail Dawn Wiggins 
Michael Hawkins 
Linda S. Sachsel 
John Dishman 
Kelvin D. McCoy 
Moreland D. Steele Sr. 
Pak (Joe) Fung 
Jerry L. Larson 
Kathleen J. Ray 
James D. Lenardson 
Mike Smith 

William Chaffin 
Larry G. Goss 
Melody Krumery 
Gary L. Radloff 
Larry Omohundro 
Hugh Craig 
James J. Scherrer 
Donald E. Campbell 
Fulkerson Oil Co. 
Hardin Co. Water Co. 
River Enterprises Inc. 
Patties Country Inn 
James Blades 
Phillip G. Tucker 
Coal Processors 
Jon D. Mann 
Robert Earl Anderson 
Anthony Spinazola 

Power Outage 
If you power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are in the 
“ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
panel just below the meter socket If the breaker is in the 
“OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter 
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring appears to 
be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These phone numbers 
are monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to ac¬ 
cept your outage and emergency calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman on weekdays (from 4:30 
p.m. through 7:30 am.) or on weekends to report outages 
or emergencies. If you do not receive an answer or if the 
phone is busy, please call 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611 
(COLLECT) to report your outage or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering your 
call the account name and location number as it appears 
on the envelope that contains your billing tickets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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THE SOOTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

‘‘I’m with the government, and I’m 
here to help you,” is an old line which 
seldom fails to elicit a few chuckles. It’s 
disturbing however, that such a com¬ 
ment is considered humorous. 

For in fact, the government is us and 
we are the government, and it is our 
purpose to accomplish collectively, 
what singularly we cannot. Govern¬ 
ment help should not be viewed 
humorously nor should it be abused. 

In order to ensure that government 
help is not being abused, each program 
should be periodically reviewed to 
determine its benefit/cost ratio. Cer¬ 
tainly some programs will have to be 
cut or modified if the budget is ever to 
be balanced. 

Years ago this nation made a com¬ 
mitment to universal electric service 
and as a result, all electric suppliers 
receive some type of federal subsidy. 

Rural electric cooperatives such 
as Southeastern, obtain loans from the 
Rural Electrification Administration at 
an interest rate of 5 percent. Such 
loans usually stipulate that 30 percent 
of the amount of the loan applied for, 
be obtained from private lenders at 
prevailing market rates. The difference 
between the 5 percent and the govern¬ 
ment’s cost of money is a subsidy 
(assuming that the government pays 
more than 5 percent for money it 
borrows). Last year this subsidy 
averaged $46.25 for each member 
served. 

Municipal electric utilities are 
systems owned and operated by city 
governments. They obtain their capital 
by selling bonds which are tax exempt. 
The loss of tax revenue or subsidy 
that results from the tax exemption 
equated to $858 million in 1990, 
or about $93.37 for each customer 
served. 

Investor-owned utilities such as 
Commonwealth Edison, CIPS and 
Illinois Power receive tax credits, 
which are, in fact, a subsidy. Enacted 
tax laws allow these utilities to use 
a portion of federal taxes collected 
from consumers, but not paid to the 
Treasury, as a type of interest free 
loan. In 1990 this equated to a pooled 
amount of $61 billion. With interest, 
the cost of the government for this 
arrangement was $5.1 billion ‘or 
$61.89 for each customer served. 

Of the three subsidized types of 
electric suppliers, only rural electric 
cooperatives have been targeted for 
subsidy elimination. Investor-owned 
utilities will actually see their subsidy 
increased as a result of proposed 
investment tax credits. 

President Clinton’s bold and coura¬ 
geous move to cut the budget is one 
that must be taken to ensure the future 
of our nation; we ask only that all 
programs be carefully reviewed and 
judged without bias or under political 
influence, before any final decisions 
are made. 
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James Suits, superintendent, in 
front of the main building. 

Illinois has a “new” correc¬ 
tional facility in an old com¬ 
pound, and the inmates really 
get a boot out of it. It’s what’s 
popularly known as a “boot 
camp prison.” As grueling as it 
seems to be at first glance, it 
offers inmates a chance to serve 
a five-year sentence in 120 days, 
with an additional 90 days with 
an electronic bracelet and close 
supervision. 

More importantly, if offers 
them an opportunity to turn 
their lives around, says Jim 
Suits, superintendent. The 
facility is a branch of the Vienna 
Correctional Center, and is 

This sign greets all new arrivals. 

A haircut is a part of the process. 

located in the former Illinois 
Youth Center at Dixon Springs. 

The “Impact Incarceration 
Program,” or IPP, as the boot 
camp is properly known, is for 
youthful offenders who, in the 
opinion of the Illinois Depart¬ 
ment of Corrections (IDOC), 
can benefit from such incar¬ 
ceration. Such inmates are 
already convicted, and must 
meet six criteria: They must 
have a sentence of five years 
or less, must be a first-time 
offender serving a sentence 
for a non-violent offense, and 
must be aged 17-29 years. They 
also must be offered the option 
by the courts, must be volun¬ 
teers for the program, and must 
meet medical and mental health 
screening requirements. 

It is a rough program, and the 
“Impact” in its title is appro¬ 
priate. It has all the appearances 
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BOOT 
of a “kill or cure” solution to the 
inmates’ problems and the prob¬ 
lems they cause society. 

“We get them in here,” Suits 
says, “and we spend the first few 
hours breaking them down, and 
then we start to build them back 
up. There’s a lot of military 
flavor to it, and there’s a lot of 
hard work. We’re trying to instill 
a lot of discipline in young peo¬ 
ple who may never have had any 
before.” 

Suits notes that most of the 
inmates —the facility will hold 
220 men and 10 women — are in 
for drug-related offenses. “We 
have a lot of them come in for 
car theft, home invasion and 
crimes like that, and those are 



Everything is done at double time. A stern lecture 

An obstacle course gives a feeling of Escape attempts are 
accomplishment. discouraged. 

AMP! 
often drug-related, too,” he says. 

The inmates are brought to 
the facility in a station wagon or 
van, and upon arrival, receive 
instruction before getting out of 
the car. They’re told to “Exit the 
vehicle” at a run, and to line 
up “nose and toes” against a 
nearby wall. That done, shout¬ 
ing instructors explain the situa¬ 
tion to them. 

With barking mouths often 
within inches of his ear, the 
offender is told that until further 
notice, his first name is “Inmate,” 
and that he is not to speak 
without first getting permission. 
He learns to do an “about face” 
to the right, and is drilled in that 
procedure until he knows it; also 

learning that he must first shout 
“Yes, SIR!” before complying. 

It is explained what will hap¬ 
pen to him if he tries to escape, 
and what will happen to him if 
he tries to assault a member of 
the staff. Both activities are 
sternly discouraged — to say the 
least. 

They are then double-timed 
in for a haircut and a shave, 
which are very similar (Women 
receive a three-inch haircut). 
With more mouth-to-ear instruc¬ 
tion, sometimes in both ears 
at the same time, they learn 
that when they’re told to do 
something, there’s only one 
suitable reply; “As fast as I 
can, SIR!” followed immediately 
by quick compliance. 

They’re taken in and shown 
their bunks, and given white 
clothing. “The white is for new 
people,” Suits explains, “so we 

can tell them from the inmates 
who’ve been here for a while. We 
keep a special eye on the newer 
people, because they may need 
extra guidance.” 

Inmates are quickly moved 
into a rigidly structured routine 
that is intended to build them 
back up, in a positive way. 

“We get them up at 5:30 
a.m.,” Suits says, “and we keep 
them going until 9:30 p.m. We 
have the normal routine things 
such as cleanup around the 
area, shaving, bedmaking and 
so on, and we send work parties 
out on cleaning details to nearby 
towns and highways. We have 
them do a lot of work, without 
power tools. Since confidence 
and skills-building are an impor¬ 
tant part of our mission, we have 
a lot of physical training.” 

Surprisingly, since inmates 
are given a chance to shorten 
their term considerably, there is 
still a fairly hefty dropout rate. 
“We lose about 32 percent,” 
Suits says, “because life is easier 
in the penitentiary. We have a 
lot of physical training, and they 
don’t. We don’t allow smoking, 
and they do. There’s no oppor¬ 
tunity at all to loaf here. We 
don’t have TV, and they do in 
other facilities. It’s easy to be an 
18-year-old 240-pounder there, 
and it’s not here. Even so, we’ve 
turned out some 1,222 people 
since we opened the facility here 
in October, 1992, and I believe 
they’re better persons when 
they leave than when they 
come. 

“We also have schooling and 
substance abuse counseling that 
are required parts of the pro¬ 
gram. School is held every 
evening for two hours, and 
attendance is required. Most 
people who come here don’t 
have a high school diploma, and 
97 percent of those who leave 
have their General Equivalency 
Degree,” he adds. 

Religious services are offered 
for members of all faiths. 

Meals are taken in shifts, and 
inmates are required to stand in 
the chow line at attention, sit at 
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the dinner table at attention, 
and eat at attention. Talking is 
forbidden. Inmates may take as 
much food as they want, and 
must eat all they take. An occa¬ 
sional small offense is punished 
by having the inmate eat stand¬ 
ing, at attention, with the tray 
held in one hand. Inmates are 
given 10-12 minutes to eat. 

Inmates are permitted to have 
only the clothing issued them, 
and shaving and personal care, 
gear. An inmate may correspond 
with anyone he wants to, being 
permitted to send three letters a 
week at state expense. While 

incoming letters are permitted, 
there are no parcels nor publica¬ 
tions allowed. After 30 days, 
inmates are permitted to make 
one ten-minute collect telephone 
call per week. To keep expenses 
down, inmates are encouraged 
to communicate with friends, 
family and business associates 
through written correspondence. 

Bunks are to be made in the 
manner specified in the Inmate 
Orientation Manual, and posses¬ 
sions are stowed in a foot locker, 
also in a prescribed manner. 

The mission statement of 
IDOC, the manual says, is to pro¬ 

tect the public from criminal 
offenders through incarceration, 
supervision, and programs and 
services designed to return 
appropriate offenders to the 
community with skills and 
attitudes that will help them 
become useful and productive 
citizens. And it points out, 
“There are various alternatives 
available for you to enhance 
your future. You bear the re¬ 
sponsibility of making those 
choices.” 

The Impact Incarceration pro¬ 
gram gives many young people 
a “boot” in the right direction. 

New members of your cooperative 
Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family 

in February 1993! 
Patricia Brace 
Albert Cottonard 
Kelli Gunter 
Christopher Jerrells 
Virgil I. Losier 
Barbara E. Rice 
Bank of Marion 
John W. Bozarth Jr. 
Tracy M. Carretti 
Robert D. Doty 
Clyde J. Jones 

Kelley E. Mann 
Donetta Reed 
David L. Stone 
Charles Tate 
Debra Camden 
Christy Grammer 
Kindra Mumbower 
Ronald Cobb 
Charles E. Craven 
Ralph H. Harkins Jr. 
Jerry F. Jones 

Lonnie G. Mitchell 
Edra Sloan 
Robert D. Bausch 
Paul A. Brace 
Barbara J. Chrestman 
Richard Fredrichsen 
Tim D. Leffler 
Greg L. Morris 
Susan D. Sheldon 
H.l. Suter 
James D. Tuttle 

Custom Stainless 
Frederick Gustave 
Mitch Smoot 
Shannon Rose Conradi 
Carol Elam 
Jason 0. Henton 
Larry R. Lingle 
Russell J. Ramsey 
John R. Wade 
Darrell Bowman 
James Bradshaw 

Robin Cook 
Steven R. Hahn 
Theresa Levault 
Tina Powell 
Bruce Slimp 
Gena B. Tanner 
Jerry L. Whitt 
Arnold J. Dejong 
Joe Mandekich 
Kevin Kent Upton 

Power Outage 
If you power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are in the 
“ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
panel just below the meter socket If the breaker is in the 
“OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter 
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring appears to 
be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These phone numbers 
are monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to ac¬ 
cept your outage and emergency calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman on weekdays (from 4:30 
p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to report outages 
or emergencies. If you do not receive an answer or if the 
phone is busy, please call 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611 
(COLLECT) to report your outage or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering your 
call the account name and location number as it appears 
on the envelope that contains your billing tickets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Several years ago there was a 
popular television program known 
as “To Tell the Truth.” The pro¬ 
gram’s format involved having three 
individuals claim to be the same 
character. In fact, only one of the 
three was actually who or what he 
or she claimed to be; the other two 
were imposters. The irony of the 
whole situation was that some of the 
imposters were so well cued that 
they appeared more convincing 
than the genuine individual. After a 
few tantalizing minutes, however, 
the real truth always came out, with 
the imposters confessing their real 
identities and occupations. 

Recent events such as NBC’s fake 
gas tank explosions and the ma¬ 
ligning of rural electrification by 
“PrimeTIME Live” and “Sixty 
Minutes” suggest that “To Tell the 
Truth” is a phrase whose meaning 
is no longer understood by the three 
major networks. General Motors 
with its big dollar clout was able to 
get NBC to come clean on their 
deception. Rural Electric Coopera¬ 
tives, however, have been unable to 
get either ABC or CBS to come forth 
“To Tell the Truth” about the rural 
electrification program. 

Both networks made an issue of 
the fact that Hilton Head Island is 

served by an electric cooperative, 
but they didn’t tell why. “To Tell the 
Truth” the networks must inform 
their viewers that Hilton Head was 
considered “undesirable” after the 
Civil War and it became a home for 
freed slaves, remaining a pocket of 
poverty for decades before becoming 
a popular resort. “To Tell the Truth” 
they must inform their viewers that 
electric service was extended to the 
island years before it reached its cur¬ 
rent prosperity level. “To Tell the 
Truth” they must inform their 
viewers that the residents of Hilton 
Head Island and their mainland 
neighbors did for themselves what 
the local power company would not 
do — extend electric service to an 
island occupied by poor farmers and 
fishermen. “To Tell the Truth” the 
networks must show their viewers 
that an electric system, like an 
interstate highway system, requires 
constant repair and maintenance; 
therefore, the job of rural electri¬ 
fication is not done as they have 
repeatedly stated in earlier programs. 

We’ve heard the suave, well cued 
imposters; now it’s time for the real 
PrimeTIME Live and Sixty Minutes 
to come forth “To Tell the Truth” 
about rural electrification. 
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History — fun or dry? 
Charles Blackman, a lifelong 

resident of the Harrisburg area, 
has been converted. From a man 
with only a little interest in the 
History of Saline County, he 
became a man with a lot of 
interest in Southern Illinois 
history. 

More than that, he wants to 
share that history with others. “I 
try to make it clear,” he says, 
‘‘that the history of Saline 
County is a history of Southern 
Illinois, and that there isn’t just 
one or the other.” 

But we’re getting ahead of 
ourselves. Blackman had been 
vaguely aware of where some of 
his ancestors had come from 
and how long the family had 
been in the area. When his wife 
LaVoyce died after almost 49 
years of marriage, he got into 
researching his family in a big 
way. 

“It was part of the healing 
process for me,” he says, 
“because losing her had hit me 
particularly hard. We’d been 
square dance partners for years 
and were always together. 
I’d taken care of her as she’d 
gamely fought a two-year battle 
with cancer, and I needed 
something.” 

Interestingly, the “something” 
he settled on came about largely 
by accident. He’d been doing 
some cleaning and found an old 
paper bag full of letters and other 
papers from the late 1940s. 

“All the stuff was interesting,” 
he says, “but I couldn’t make 
any sense of it. So I started 
researching. It was more just 
idle curiosity at first, then I 
began to realize it was more 
for our son Greg and his three 
daughters. And other kids, too. 

“I want kids to know that 
history isn’t some dull, dusty old 
stuff that happened years ago — 
I go around to schools and give 
presentations. I tell kids that 
history is now, and that the past 
is just part of it. I hope to give 
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them more of a feel for how 
interesting it can be if you 
approach it right.” 

What follows is a “short form” 
history of his family, as far as he 
has found so far. He emphasizes 
that it’s a work in progress. 

Charles Blackman has traced his 
family back for many years, and 
learned a lot of history in the 
process. He tells school kids that 
history can be interesting and 
enjoyable. 

In the eleventh century, the 
surname of Randolph, or Randoll 
as it was sometimes called, 
appeared with regularity in 
England and Scotland. Many of 
the Randolphs were knighted 
and were land owning Royalty. 
Always, they were loyal to the 
King. Into this family, William 
Randolph was born in 1570. To 
William’s first marriage, four 
children were bom, one of whom 
was Thomas Randolph, the 
noted English playwright and 
Poet Laureate in the reign of 
King James I. 

William’s second marriage 
was to Dorothy Lane West, with 
whom he had eight children. 
Two of their sons were Richard 
Randolph, born in 1620 and 
Henry Randolph I, bom in 1623. 
1993 

Henry Randolph I was the first 
of the Randolphs to immigrate to 
the Colonies, arriving in Virginia 
in 1642. He served the Virginia 
colony well, for shortly after 
1643 he was appointed by King 
Charles I, to Clerk of Henrico 
County, and soon became cap¬ 
tain in the militia. In 1656, he 
was appointed Clerk of The 
Assembly, and continued to 
serve when Charles II regained 
the throne. 

Henry’s brother, Richard, 
never immigrated to the col¬ 
onies, although Richard’s son, 
William Randolph would in 
1672. 

This William Randolph, con¬ 
tinued to carry on the traditions 
of the family. He married well, 
and became just as active in 
government as had his Uncle 
Henry Randolph. William and 
his wife, Mary, had nine chil¬ 
dren, most of them attaining 
prominence. A grand-daughter, 
Jane Randolph, would marry 
and bear a son, and name him 
Thomas Jefferson, destined to 
become the third President of 
the United States. 

When the colonies sued for 
independence from England 
and the revolution began, the 
Randolphs’ loyalties were torn 
between their mother country 
and relatives, and their new 
home in North America. They 
chose to join the revolution. 
Henry’s great-great-grandson, 
William Randolph IV, would 
become a Captain in the Colonial 
Army, serving from 1776 to 
1779. 

After winning the Revolu¬ 
tionary War, and later the War 
of 1812, the new nation of The 
United States of America found 
itself the owner of an immense 
amount of land. France had lost 
their war with England, and in 
so doing, lost their claims to all 
land on the continent east of the 
Mississippi River to England. 
And when England was defeated 



by the colonies, they in turn lost 
the land and the colonies as well. 
Furthermore, France, desper¬ 
ately needing money, had sold to 
the United States, all of their 
land west of the Mississippi 
River commonly known as The 
Louisiana Purchase. However, 
the part of New Orleans on the 
east side of the river was claimed 
by Spain as being a part of 
Florida. 

New Orleans was a very, very 
important piece of property. The 
Mississippi River was the main 
highway leading into the heart 
of the continent, and whoever 
controlled New Orleans could 
control all the traffic in and out 
of the river to the sea. Further¬ 
more, England still owned 
Canada, which nearly joined the 
Mississippi in the north. Spain 
or England, either together or 
separately, could cut the conti¬ 
nent in two. England, who still 
viewed their two defeats as two 
lost battles and embarrassments 
at the most, was constantly 
arousing the Indian Nations 
against the Revolutionists. 

Strategically located in the 
midst of all the rivers that led 
into the center of the continent 
lay Illinois. Foreign misadven¬ 
tures were a very real possibility 
and to protect the claims of The 
United States, it was important 
to have people living in the 
Illinois Territory. 

And so the territories were 

opened up to settlers for owner¬ 
ship. Land was offered at ex¬ 
tremely low prices, sometimes 
even free, and the great expan¬ 
sion into the west began. 

By 1800, some of Captain 
Randolph’s children had already 
moved across the border from 
Virginia into North Carolina. 
A grandson, William John 
Randolph, was born there in 
1796. 

William John married in 1820 
and by 1823 was headed west 
with his wife. Pearl and their 
family. Eventually they would 
reach the State of Illinois. There 
they would settle in the western 
part of Gallatin County, which 
would later become Saline 
County. There they raised their 
family, died and were buried — 
he in 1856, she in 1896. Their 
twelfth child was born in 
1840, a son named Thomas H. 
Randolph. 

In 1866, Thomas H. married 
Mary Keeseet. Thomas H. and 
Mary’s second child was a 
daughter, born in 1869. They 
named her Sarah Mulvaney 
Randolph. Sarah lived 76 years. 
In 1891, she married T.A. 
Tolbert. She bore him eight 
children. Five of her children 
lived to have families of their 
own and make her a grand¬ 
mother many times. 

One of her grand-daughters 
was LaVoyce Tolbert Blackman, 
the only child of one of Sarah’s 

sons, Robert Tolbert. LaVoyce 
will be remembered for her 
many years of work with senior 
citizens as an exercise instructor 
of Southeastern Illinois College, 
and for her devotion to the youth 
of The Little Egypt Cloggers. 

Sarah Mulvaney Randolph 
Tolbert died in 1946. She is 
buried in the Spring Valley 
cemetery in Independence 
Township, about nine miles 
south of Harrisburg. Sarah died 
never knowing that she was 
a fourth cousin to Thomas 
Jefferson, and that they shared 
a common grandfather. Nor that 
her people had played an impor¬ 
tant part in early American 
history. 

Like Sarah, we tend to mini¬ 
mize these early settlers as poor 
farmers. Make no mistake, they 
were far more than just poor 
farmers. Oft times they were 
the offspring of prominent aris¬ 
tocratic families of Colonial 
America and of Europe before 
Columbus. 

The Randolphs are just a few 
of the many who wrestled our 
towns and roads out of the 
forest-wilderness of Southern 
Illinois. This is where Illinois 
began, and those pioneers were 
the ones who made it happen. 
The strength of the spirit, and 
their high values of social order 
served them well, and we can be 
proud that Southern Illinois is a 
reflection of those values. 

New members of your cooperative 
new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family Welcome to all 

in March 1993! 
Jeff Barham 
Carol Crabtree 
Michael Furlong 
Jason Gross 
Tony D. Hughes 
Darryl Lang 
Spencer Mason 
Gerald L. Morris 
Brian Pheasant 
William L. Reed 
Dean Schuh 
Christal D. Summers 
Steven Wysong 
Leslie Finger 
Carroll Ankrom 
Jeri Dearing 
Lee Gaskin 

Crystal L. Spicer 
Dale Tyree 
Walter Draves 
Tony L. Mocaby 
Linda S. Spann 
Piap Oil Inc. 
Joe Stallings 
Thomas C. Decker 
PR Land Partnership 
Denise Snyder 
Bruce Bowers 
Tony D. Cullison 
John N. Gillespie, MD 
Kent A. Herron DC 
Dennis Hunt 
Tommie L. Lovell 
Sandra M. Maynard 

James K. Nighswander 
Kris Preslar 
Daniel L. Rentfro 
Michael Spaeter 
Kerry Britt Williams 
Cynthia Hopgood 
Richard Hillman 
Jerry Batson 
Taurus J. Doctorman 
David V. Matakas 
Ronnie L. Stevens 
Tom Worthen 
Mark Hardin 
Bill D. Norman 
Theodore Vanbuskirk 
D&H Service 
Carole Weber 

Jay C. Koechner 
Harold E. Peppers 
So. Illinois Coalition 
Bradley Brinker 
Jody M. Dry 
Terry A. Green 
Virginia Huckleberry 
Joseph Kerley 
Jackie S. McCabe 
Keith L. Meadows 
Tami Parks 
Pamela Raudenbush 
Jeffrey S. Robinson 
Jessica Spears 
John T. Wyant 
Nancy Eggertsen 
Jim Russell Sales Inc. 

Dennis L. Cowan 
Roberta L. Gagneon 
Jeanece H. Smith 
Ceclia M. Terrebonne 
Brian D. Barthel 
M&M Farms 
Walter S. Smith 
Kevin M. Williams 
Robert J. Dunbar 
Mike Cardinal 
Larry Kukla 
Richard Pool 
Anita Wright 
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Capital credits for 1992 
The most economical method 

of notifying members of their 
capital credit allocation is to fur¬ 
nish them with a multiplication 
factor, which when applied to 
the total electric bill for the year 
1992 will determine the notified 
of the amount of patronage. 
Notices will be mailed to large 
commercial consumers who are 
not on self billing. 

Self-billing members may 
determine their capital credit 
allocations from Southeastern 
by multiplying their bills paid 
(less tax) by a factor of .08122; 
for Southern Illinois Power 
Co-operative use a factor of 
.08422822. 

For those paying accounts 
under the Small Commercial 
Schedule, a factor of .08122746 
for Southeastern and .08423596 
for Southern Illinois Power 
Co-operative should be used. 

If you are unable to determine 
your 1992 allocation, the 
amount credited will be fur¬ 
nished on request. 

The bylaws of your coopera¬ 
tive provide that each member 
shall be notified of the amount of 
patronage capital credited to his 
account. Of the total allocation, 
approximately 36 percent is due 
to capital credit allocation re¬ 
ceived from the Southern Illinois 
Power Co-operative. 

A capital credit plan is an 
arrangement under which: (1) a 
cooperative and its members 
expressly agree that any pay¬ 
ment by any patron over the cost 
of serving him is capital fur¬ 
nished by the patron to the 
cooperative; (2) the Cooperative 
credits such patronage capital 
on its books to the patrons; and 
(3) such capital will be retired 
when, in the opinion of the board 

of trustees, such retirement will 
not impair the cooperative’s 
financial position. 

The capital credit plan pro¬ 
vides for service at cost for 
paying off the REA and CFC 
loans, for acquiring complete 
local ownership of the coopera¬ 
tive system, for giving all pa¬ 
trons full credit for all payments 
in excess of cost, and for the 
eventual repayment to the 
patrons of all capital furnished 
by them. Capital credits are not 
necessarily available in the form 
of cash, but are represented 
largely by investments in poles, 
wire, transformers and other 
equipment required to provide 
service. In general, no patronage 
capital can be retired until 
the cooperative has obtained 
enough capital to take care of all 
its needs. 

Nominating committee chosen 
As provided by the bylaws of 

SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, 
INC., a Nominating Committee 
was chosen April 27, 1993, con¬ 
sisting of the following coopera¬ 
tive members: 

District No. 1 
Tina Bauman, RR 1 Box 204, 

Sesser, IL 62884 

District No. 2 
W.D. Fisher, RR 1, Macedonia, 

IL 62860 

District No. 3 
Carl L. Smith, RR 5 Box 164, 

McLeansboro, IL 62859 

District No. 5 
Charles G. Cox, RR 1, Eldorado, 

IL 62930 

District No. 6 
Eugene Cobb, RR 4 Box 830, 

Marion, IL 62959 

District No. 7 
Richard C. Vinyard, 1714 

Highway 34 South, Harrisburg, 
IL 62946 

District No. 8 
David W. Wiman, RR 1 Box 

124A, Herod, IL 62947 

District No. 9 
John Rushing, RR 1 Box 439, 

Simpson, IL 62985 

District No. 10 
William E. Cullum, RR 1 Box 

116, Elizabethtown, IL 62931 
Blythe Wallace, P.O. Box 157, 

Rosiclare, IL 62982 

District No. 11 
Chester Davis, P.O. Box 542, 

Golconda, IL 62938 

The committee will meet at 
the office of the cooperative on 
Tuesday, June 8, 1993, at the 
hour of 10 a.m., for the purpose 
of nominating three (3) can¬ 
didates for three-year terms as 
Trustees of SOUTHEASTERN 
ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOP¬ 
ERATIVE, INC. Trustees whose 
terms are expiring include: Bill 
Cadle, RR 1 Box 56, Marion 
(District 6); Robert Tiberend, 
RR 3 Box 196, Benton (District 
1); and Neil Soward, P.O. Box 
457, Rosiclare (District 10). 

James J. Scherrer, Secretary 
Board of Trustees 
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THE SOOTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Someone once said that the biggest 
job Congress has is to get money from 
the taxpayer without disturbing the 
voter. With all of the ongoing discus¬ 
sion about taxes, and the growing 
budget deficit, it seems almost certain 
that you and your Cooperative are 
going to be subjected to some new 
taxes in the very near future. A “BTU” 
or “ENERGY” tax seems likely to be 
the first enacted. The “BTU” tax 
(sometimes jokingly referred to as the 
“Buy Thermal Underwear” tax) is 
actually a tax on the energy content of 
various fuels. The proposed rate is 26.8 
cents per million British Thermal Units 
(BTU) for all fuels except oil, which will 
be taxed at 61 cents per million BTU. 
This tax proposal is projected to raise 
$71.5 billion dollars in new revenues 
over the next five years. Although the 
BTU tax is often described as having 
a very moderate impact on taxpayers, 
it will in reality, increase the cost 
of almost all products and services, 
since all are energy dependent in 
some form or other. The BTU tax 
will also place a greater burden on 
rural Americans than it will on their 
urban counterparts. 

Another tax being considered is the 
value-added tax. This type of tax is 
already being used in some European 
countries and is essentially a national 
sales tax (with state and local govern¬ 
ment participation) which is added to 
each stage of a product’s distribution 
process. Such a tax added to all goods 

and services provided annually in the 
United States could generate $300 
billion a year in additional revenues. 

Still another suggested tax is the 
carbon tax. This tax proposes to 
increase coal cost by $30-$ 100 per ton. 
Almost 57 percent of the electricity 
produced in this country is generated 
from coal. Considering that coal costs 
are typically one-third to one-half of the 
cost of electricity, it is easy to imagine 
the results of such a proposal. Such a 
tax would devastate the coal mining 
economies of Southern Illinois and 
many other areas as well, and would 
contribute to the accelerated depletion 
of alternative fuels such as oil and 
natural gas. 

All taxes diminish the purchasing 
and saving factors of the private sector 
of the economy, thus creating new 
economic problems. On the other 
hand, the national debt must be 
addressed and most projections in¬ 
dicate that both reduced spending and 
new taxes will be required to restore 
our Nation’s fiscal health. Your Coop¬ 
erative paid $448,856 in taxes last 
year, and we, as well as you, are right¬ 
fully concerned about the impact of the 
proposed new taxes on the operation of 
Southeastern. We take pride in the fact 
that we have some of the lowest retail 
electric rates in the entire State and 
will strive to continue to maintain that 
position — and as always, "We’ll keep 
the lights on for you.” 
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Above, Joe Brocket!, left, president of the 
Benton Area Chamber of Commerce, and 
Ed Perry, executive director, look over the 
Rend Lake Water Festival's promotional 
book. At right, 18th century reproduction 
artisans Dale Hulsey, left, and A. K. Phillips, 
right, demonstrate their craft to a partici¬ 
pant at the St. Louis RV Show. 

Promoting Franklin County 
The people of Franklin County 

know they have a good place to 
live. They also know it would be 
a great place to visit, if you didn’t 
already live there. Trouble is, 
not enough outsiders know 
about the county’s attractions to 
make a difference. 

There are a lot of Franklin 
Countians who are trying to 
change all that. The Benton 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
(BACC) and the Franklin County 
Tourism Bureau (FCTB) are 
working diligently to promote 
tourism in the area. 

Benton is less than 100 miles 

from St. Louis and about 275 
from Chicago, and travelers 
from either city can drive the 
entire distance without getting 
off an interstate highway, if they 
want to. Watersports here are as 
good as you’ll find anywhere, 
and the Rend Lake Golf Course 
is a fine attraction, too. Eating, 
lodging and camping facilities 
are being built as needed, with 

many already in place. 
Ed Perry, Sr., BACC executive 

director, notes that the Rend 
Lake Water Festival has just 
completed its 22nd running, and 
that it was quite successful. 
Andra Suzanne Farthing, daugh¬ 
ter of Gary and Jamima Farthing 
of Carrier Mills was named 
queen of the event, and Brittney 
Noelle Wise, daughter of Ron 
and Linda Denbow of Benton 
was crowned Junior Miss. The 
1993 Little Miss Rend Lake 
is Gayla Ann Flure, daughter 
of Michael and Carla Flure of 
Pinckney ville. 

In addition to the queen con¬ 
tests, the week-long festival 
included many other activities. 
There was a carnival, a gospel 
sing, a variety show, bluegrass 
entertainment, and country and 
western singing and skits. 

Those who wanted to trot out 
their running skills were treated 
to a 5-K run, and the fest in¬ 
cluded what was billed as one 

of the finest car shows in the 
Midwest, with over 150 cars 
entered. A radio-controlled 
airplane and ultralight aircraft 
show was also a highlight of the 
water festival. 

Naturally, such an event 
would be incomplete without a 
parade, and this one did have a 
parade. There were more than 
100 units, ranging from the 
three queens to marching 
bands. The crowning event, 
called the “Festival Finale,” 
boasted good food and jazz 
music, and was held at the 
Benton Civic Center. 

“We came up with the idea of 
a pageant years ago,” Perry 
says, “and at that time the dam 
had just been built and the lake 
had filled up. We wanted to 
attract some tourism, and show 
off the area, too. At that time, it 
was held at the lake, but it’s 
since been moved into Benton. 
It’s changed over the years, and 
we’re still fine-tuning it.” 
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If you're on life-support 
equipment, we need to know 

While all that is going on, the 
FCTB also works to get the word 
out. Earlier this year, the organ¬ 
ization sponsored a booth at the 
St. Louis Recreational Vehicle 
Show, held at the Cervantes 
Convention Center. The show 
drew some 30,000 visitors 
during its five-day run, and 
volunteers from the bureau and 
employees of the Southern 
Illinois Arts and Crafts Market¬ 
place staffed the booth, handing 
out thousands of brochures 
highlighting Franklin County’s 
attractions. The bureau also 
sponsored a drawing for several 
prizes, which were donated by 
Franklin County businesses. 
More than 1,000 of the people at 
the show entered. 

As an added attraction, three 
local artisans entertained during 
the show. Dulcimer player 
Barbara Ernst and 18th century 
reproduction artists (wood¬ 
workers) A. K. Phillips and Dale 
Hulse displayed their skills. 

FCTB member Iva Dell Clay 
noted that visitors to the booth, 
and especially campers and R.V. 
enthusiasts, were genuinely 
interested in learning more 
about things to see and do in 
Southern Illinois, and especially 
Franklin County. 

While the various area promo¬ 
tional groups are trying to lure 
industries and tourists to 
Franklin County, efforts are 
underway to attract several 
hundred less-willing residents. 
Joe Brockett, president of the 
BACC, notes that efforts to have 
a super-maximum prison lo¬ 
cated in the county are pro¬ 
gressing, and that the county 
seems to be one of the front run¬ 
ners in the project. “If we get 
this prison,” he says, “it’ll mean 
several hundred new jobs for the 
area, and that’ll be good for all 
of us. We all need to really work 
together on this one.” 

After 22 years of putting 
together a water festival, and 
many other activities, it’s ob¬ 
vious that the people of the area 
can work together well. 

While Southeastern Illinois 
Electric strives to maintain the 
best possible service with a 
minimum of outage time, occa¬ 
sional outages — either planned 
or uncontrolled — do occur. 

Your cooperative needs to 
know the names and locations 
of cooperative members who 
depend on life-support equip¬ 
ment. We keep a registry of 
members on life-support equip¬ 

ment, and it is important that 
this information be accurate and 
current. We will make every 
effort to give priority to those 
members on life-support sys¬ 
tems when restoring service. 

If you or a member of your 
family depend on life-support 
equipment, please fill out the 
form below and mail it to us 
as soon as possible so we can 
update our records. 

Name:  

Phone No.  

Address:  

Type of support equipment:  

Is support equipment in use every day?  

If not, what days is it in use?  

What times of the day is it used?  

Do you have a standby generator for your life-support 
equipment? □ Yes □ No 

Doctor's Signature:   

Mail or bring this form to: 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

P.O. Box 251 
Eldorado, Illinois 62930 
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Report of Nominating Committee 
As provided by the bylaws of 
Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., a Nominating 
Committee, consisting of the 
following Cooperative members: 

Tina Bauman (District #1) 
W. D. Fisher (District #2) 
Carl L. Smith (District #3) 
Charles G. Cox (District #5) 
Eugene Cobb (District #6) 
Richard C. Vinyard (District #7) 

David W. Wiman (District #8) 
John Rushing (District #9) 
William E. Cullum (District #10) 
Chester Davis (District #11) 

met at the office of the Coopera¬ 
tive on June 8, 1993, at the hour 
of 10 a. m. for the purpose of 
nominating three (3) candidates 
for three-year terms as Trustees 
of Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. 

The undersigned presided as 
Secretary of the meeting. 

The following candidates were 
nominated: Bill Cadle (District 
#6) Robert Tiberend (District #1) 
Neil Soward (District #10) 

/s/ 
Secretary of the Meeting 
Tina Bauman 

New members of your cooperative 
Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family 

in April 1993! 
Tonya Blackman Larry Whorton Juanita Albright Amy L. Rogers Chuck Reinhardt 
Brandon Denison Sonny R. Conley Jimmie L. Bonner Mickey A. Segatto Thomas W. Rye 
Robert J. Grathler Mary Lou Doerge Lonnie R. Clark Larry W. Watson Steve L. Staton 
John R. Laughland Paul E. Langan Beulah Sue Elam Mary Lou Bozovich Carlyn Ward 
Bonnie L. Schmitz Bill Mallady Janet Johnosn Linda Corzine April L. Burton 
Josef Curiel Kendall Miles Charles McBrian Dennis R. Gelgut Michael J. Degrave Jr. 
Lesli F. Weekley Ronald C. Rassmusen Dennis Niemann Louis L. Johnson Robert A. Ford 
Frank L. Barnouski Jr. Wayne Seavers Robert Patterson Deanna M. Ray Gordon R. Lyell 
Richard D. Chapman David D. Simmons Mark Ross Don Treece Steve Micheletto 
Terry L. Crowe Gary Wyant Richard L. Smith Peter J. Slivinski Sr. Melissa Pankey 
James Harrigan John Jenkins David E. Trost James B. Barnes Barbara Rose 
Knight Bros. Inc. Gerald W. Cloninger Paul Suits Donita G. Bowers Stan Serati 
Jack W. Newberry Steven L. Felty Sr. John W. Davis Larry Clore Edgar Webb 
Kyle Oglesby Jesse L. Harris Bill J. Ford Todd Goodman Budget Inn 
Sonia J. Roe Richard B. Parsons Donald C. Lawrence Shawn Kanady 
Angie Schultz John F. Staples James C. Martin Joseph A. Mueller 
Matthew A. Strobel Peggy McBrode Omer Myers Deborah Crigger 

Power Outage  
If you power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

ykMcXrfe«c 
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1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are in the 
“ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
panel just below the meter socket If the breaker is in the 
“OFF’ position, check all of your wiring from the meter 
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring appears to 
be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These phone numbers 
are monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to ac¬ 
cept your outage and emergency calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may call 
.the home of your area serviceman on weekdays (from 4:30 
p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to report outages 
or emergencies. If you do not receive an answer or if the 
phone is busy, please call 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611 
(COLLECT) to report your outage or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering your 
call the account name and location number as it appears 
on the envelope that contains your billing tickets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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THE SOGTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

MIND YOUR OWN BUSINESS! 
That’s just what the owners of 
Southeastern will do when they 
attend the Cooperative’s Annual 
Meeting which will be held Tuesday, 
August 3rd of this year. 

Those members, who will attend, 
recognize that responsibility comes 
with ownership. They also recognize 
that no business organization ad¬ 
heres to American values and 
principles more soundly than do 
cooperatives. In a cooperative, mem¬ 
bers elect other members to serve as 
trustees. These trustees reside in the 
districts they represent and pay the 
same electric rates as their neigh¬ 
bors. The end result is trustees who 
want the same two things from their 
cooperative that every other mem¬ 
ber wants: Low rates and reliable 
service. 

Conversely, investor-owned utili¬ 
ties normally select their directors 
based on the number of shares the 
individual owns. Their directors 
often reside out of the area or out of 
state, and therefore are isolated from 
the rate and other concerns a coop¬ 
erative trustee has. Investor-owned 

utilities (lOU’s) are driven by one 
goal: Profit per share —all else is 
secondary. Simply put, lOU’s have 
a business structure in which deci¬ 
sion making flows from the top 
down, the exact opposite of a 
cooperative’s. 

Investor-owned utility annual 
meetings are held for the benefit of 
major stockholders who attend to 
hear plans for future profit making. 
Cooperative Annual Meetings, on 
the other hand, are open to all 
members, since all are equal in 
rights and voting privileges. 

So if you can, attend this year’s 
Annual Meeting and MIND YOUR 
OWN BUSINESS. 
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Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
P.O. Box 251, Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

Official Notice of 1993 Annual Meeting 
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN That the Annual 
Meeting of the mem¬ 
bers of SOUTHEASTERN 
ILLINOIS ELECTRIC CO¬ 
OPERATIVE, INC., will 
be held at the Southeastern 
Illinois College, Illinois 
Route 13, East of 
Harrisburg or South of 
Eldorado on College Drive, 
on August 3, 1993; that the 
period of registration for 
said Members will be from 
6 p.m. until 7 p.m.; busi¬ 
ness meeting of said Mem¬ 
bers will convene at 7 p.m. 
for the purpose of taking 
action upon the reports of 
Officers, Trustees, and 
Committees of said Coop¬ 
erative; for the election of 
three (3) Trustees for terms 
of three (3) years each, and 
for such matters as may 
be properly considered at 
such meeting. 

You are further notified 
that the number of Trustees 

to be elected at the 1993 
Annual Meeting is three (3) 
and that one each is to be 
elected from Districts 1, 6, 
and 10. 

Report of 
Nominating Committee 

As provided by the by¬ 
laws of SOUTHEASTERN 
ILLINOIS ELECTRIC CO¬ 
OPERATIVE, INC., a Nomi¬ 
nating Committee, con¬ 
sisting of the following 
Cooperative Members: 

Tina Bauman 
W.D. Fisher 
Carl L. Smith 
Charles G. Cox 
Eugene Cobb 
Richard C. Vinyard 
David W. Wiman 
John Rushing 
William E. Cullum 
Chester Davis 

District #1 
District #2 
District #3 
District #5 
District #6 
District #7 
District #8 
District #9 
District #10 
District #11 

met at the office of the 
Cooperative on June 8, 
1993, at the hour of 10 
a.m., for the purpose of 
nominating candidates for 

Trustee of SOUTHEAST¬ 
ERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC., for 
the terms expiring. 

The undersigned pre¬ 
sided as Secretary of the 
meeting. 

The following candidates 
were nominated: 

Robert Tiberend, RR 3 
Box 196, Benton (District 
1); Bill Cadle, RR 1 Box 56, 
Marion (District 6); and 
Neil Soward, P.O. Box 457, 
Rosiclare (District 10). 

DATED at Eldorado, 
Illinois, this 8th day of 
June, 1993. 

/s/ Tina Bauman 
Tina Bauman 
Secretary of the Meeting 

DATED at Eldorado, 
Illinois, this 23rd day of 
July, 1993. 

/s/ James J. Scherrer 
Secretary, Board 
of Trustees 

STAND UP AND BE COUNTED! 

Once a year your rural electric co-op 
holds a very important meeting. It’s 
YOUR meeting because it brings 
you up to date on co-op opera¬ 
tions and other business. 

As a consumer-owner, 
you’re invited to air your 
views, discuss things with 
your fellow members, and 
vote for directors to serve on the 
co-op board. Families are welcome, 
too, and it’s a good time to visit with folks 
you don’t see often enough. 

Remember - you have a voice and 
vote in co-op matters. Because we’re 

locally owned and controlled, we 
can better serve you. And that 

makes us different from 
other kinds of electric 

utlilities. 
Your presence 

counts -- your vote counts. 
Don’t miss your annual meeting! 

Don’t miss this special opportunity to 
help keep your co-op working for your 

benefit and your community! 
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Attend the 

Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Annual Meeting 
Tuesday, August 3 

Southeastern Illinois College 

(Illinois Route 13 east of Harrisburg) 
(or College Drive south of Eldorado) 

Registration begins at 6 p.m. 
Business meeting begins at 7 p.m. 

• Reports of officers 
• Election of directors 
• Other cooperative business 

$10 electric bill credit for 
all members attending the annual meeting 
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New members of your cooperative 
Welcome to all new SF-IEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family 

in May 1993! 
Matthew L. Adams 
John K. Page 
Marcy Roper 
Stevie G. Studeman 
Ellen Kay Freres 
Wayne Kelley 
Mable Simmons 
Elizabeth Ann Belt 
Gary W. Knorr 
Robert C. Brown 
Brad A. Carter 
Gloria J. Hadsall 
Myron Landis 
Michael A. Mascione 
Casey Odum 
Steven R. Rutland 
Michael Stewart 
Tahnee Vinyard 
Wuest Realty 
Lloyd Bratten 
Clifford Fry 
Edward Owen 
Joe A. Yates 
John N. Plumley 

Moye Farms 
M. Michael Booten 
Linda Craig 
Lee Duncan 
Lloyd German 
Gloria Lindsey 
Roy David Peck 
Chad Skurat 
Roy Baird 
Robert A. Frazer 
Betty McDaniel 
Marvin Beachy 
John D. Behl 
John Wells 
James G. Burroughs 
Tammy Covey 
Guy T. Janie 
Joseph H. Leidig 
Virginia Miller 
Patty Owens 
Robert Alvin Spence 
Daniel Sweeney 
E. Vopelak 
John P. Barger 

Don G. Colson 
Shelley Jones 
Gary Sanders 
Scott V. Darnell 
Danny Travelstead 
Jerry Pippin 
Fred Calvert 
Jeffrey Ray Dalton 
J. Glen Fitzgerald 
Earl R. Griffith II 
Rob Hancock 
Keith Ray 
David A. Wilson 
Edward L. Corn 
Denzil Hafford 
Glen C. Sanderson 
Ron Bear 
William L. Hansen 
Jeannie Bidabe 
Philip H. Burton 
David A. Haas 
Gail L. Kerley 
Sally Jo McWilliams 
Bill Newton 

Norman E. Rogers Jr. 
Teresa Stevens 
Mary V. Turner 
Harold Wilson 
Marian K. Bennett 
Dennis R. Cook 
Mary E. Nalley 
Jack L. Way 
Jan Dombrow 
James R. Bibbee 
Don Bailey 
Michael K. Cluck 
Sandra S. Dawson 
Alan Dale Fulkerson 
Doyle W. Hale 
Wayne Hames 
Paul H. Jones 
Charles Leroy Lewis 
Randall E. McElroy 
Dale W. Moore 
Billy L. Pace 
Michael 0. Parks 
Kenneth Sica 
Robert Varis 

Martha M. Eubanks 
Gale A. Storey 
James Hood 
Conard L. Kennedy 
Jeff Lober 
Robert L. Maynard 
Karen L. Morrow 
Jamie Parish 
Victor M. Ritter 
Denver Smith 
Brad White 
Melissa A. Hall 
Debra Jackanicz 
Ronelle Kondoudis 
Anthony A. Long 
Robert Mooneyham 
James Samuel Neunlist 
John C. Parkinson 
Michelle Rogers 
Richard W. Stewart 
Leland L. Willmore 
Dennis R. Roden Sr. 

Save $10 
on your next electric bill! 

Members attending the annual meeting August 3 will receive a $10 credit on 
their next electricity bill. Be sure to attend and take part in your annual meeting. 

Power Outage 

TERRY MOORE 

Golotio 

0 BOB BROWN 

| 273-261 

If you power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are in the 
“ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
panel just below the meter socket If the breaker is in the 
“OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter 
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring appears to 
be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These phone numbers 
are monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to ac¬ 
cept your outage and emergency calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of die above numbers, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman on weekdays (from 4:30 
p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to report outages 
or emergencies. If you do not receive an answer or if the 
phone is busy, please call 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611 
(COLLECT) to report your outage or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering your 
call the account name and location number as it appears 
on the envelope that contains your billing tickets. 

I -BOO 

TONY MASON 

Me* SnoeneetojpCJ 
Elfuolillr 9 ^ 

833-2611 CV/Showneelo*** 

1-800-833-2611 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Two facts of modern life are 
causing Southeastern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative to explore offering 
new services to our members. Before 
any decisions are made, we will be 
sure you are fully informed about 
the services and will have a chance 
to tell us whether or not you want 
the Cooperative involved at all. 

The first fact of modern life is that 
many of you no longer feel as secure 
in your rural home as you did when 
life was simpler. Rural areas are still 
pictured as the ideal location to raise 
a family or retire away from the hus¬ 
tle and bustle of the city, but rural 
crime has become a fact of life. In a 
survey conducted last winter, some 
72.5 percent of our members in¬ 
dicated that they were concerned 
over threats to their home, farm or 
business from burglary, other theft 
or fire when they are away from 
their property. 

A second fact of modern life is that 
not all members of our electric 
Cooperative want to be bothered 
with the chore of reading their own 
electric meter once a month and 
calculating their bills. While many 
of our members find it perfectly 
natural to read their meter and 
calculate their monthly bill, others 
find it an unwanted inconvenience 
to do so. As a result, your electric 
Cooperative is considering a new 
service that would allow members 
who want to continue reading their 
meter to do so, while providing 
automatic meter reading at extra 

cost to those who do not. At the 
same time, the Cooperative would 
be able to offer a modern electronic 
security system to those members 
concerned about threats to their 
home, farm or business, and provide 
automatic calling of emergency 
medical help for members in ill 
health. 

Why would a member want to pay 
a small fee not to have to read their 
meter on a monthly basis? The first 
reason might be simplicity. You 
would no longer have to mark your 
calendar every month to read your 
meter and send in your bill pay¬ 
ment. Instead, the Cooperative 
could remotely read your meter by 
telephone on the same day each 
month and mail you a bill. A second 
reason would be that the meter 
would be constantly monitored by 
electronic devices and if something 
happened to interrupt service to 
your home, the Cooperative would 
be notified immediately. The auto¬ 
matic meter reading equipment can 
monitor each location in the event of 
an outage, allowing us to find the 
cause without the member even 
being aware of the problem. 

An integrated remote meter 
reading and home security system 
provides total peace of mind for 
members. In addition to automatic 
meter reading, the system can 
detect unwanted home intrusion 
and can provide 24-hour household 
monitoring for fire, medical emer- 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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As is usually the case, there was a good turnout for the meeting. Here, the audience listens to a report. 

No rate hike — 
Southeastern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative members were 
reminded at their co-op’s annual 
meeting that it had been a 
decade since they’d had a rate 
increase, and that none was 
planned for this year. The 
meeting was held Tuesday, 
August 3, at Southeastern 

Illinois College, east of Harrisburg 
and south of Eldorado. 

James M. “Mick” Cummins, 
manager, announced the deci¬ 
sion that a rate hike would not 
be necessary. 

Three individuals were re¬ 
elected to the board of trustees 

of the co-op during the meeting. 
They were Robert Tiberend of 
Benton, Bill Cadle of Marion and 
Neil So ward of Rosiclare. 

In his remarks to some 1,000 
members and guests, Cummins 
noted that 1992 had been a flat 
year as far as electricity sales 
were concerned. “As a result of 
the unusually mild weather,” he 
reported, “total sales increased 

only 1.2 percent over 1991, and 
if our sales to the coal industry 
hadn’t been good, we might 
have had a decrease.” 

Cummins remarked that 
Southeastern’s power supplier. 
Southern Illinois Power Co¬ 
operative, had bought and 
used some $9 million worth of 
Southern Illinois coal in 1992, 

and that that money had main¬ 
tained a broad spectrum of jobs 
in the area. The future of the coal 
industry is uncertain, he added. 

again 
“Concerns about the relation¬ 

ship of coal to clean air and clean 
water are being voiced across 
our nation, with particular 
emphasis on high sulfur coal, 
which is so abundant in our 
area,” he said, adding, “We will 
make every effort to continue 
using Southern Illinois coal.” 

Cummins stressed that 
Southeastern is busy with its 
ongoing maintenance program. 
“Last year alone,” he said, “we 
replaced more than 175 miles of 
primary conductor and installed 
2,340 new poles to improve the 
quality and reliability of your 
service. Such commitments 
are continual, and require the 
backing of bankers such as the 
Rural Electrification Adminis- 
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The grand prize winners accepted their electric 
barbecue grills from Greg Cruse, SEIEC manager of 
administrative and financial services, who is on the 
right in both photos. Gordon Fowler of Herod is in the 
left photo, and Mrs. Clifford DeBose is pictured above. 

tration (REA), an agency whose 
function and purpose have been 
grossly distorted by a series of 
media attacks — attacks made 
with the obvious intent of trying 
to convince a new administra¬ 
tion that the job of rural elec¬ 
trification has been completed.” 

Kenneth Webb of Tunnel Hill, 
president, noted that while 
much of the area now has elec¬ 
tricity, the lines still need to be 
maintained. “Looking back over 
the last 20 years,” he said, “we 
see that we have gained over 
6,000 members and increased 
our annual sales from 227 mil¬ 
lion kilowatt-hours sold in 1972 
to over 548 million sold last 
year, an increase of 140 percent. 

“For the past 20 years we have 
upgraded our electrical facilities 
at an average cost of $2.3 million 
per year: Or in other words, we 
have spent $46 million since 
1972 improving and replacing 
an aging electric system, much 
of which was built in the late 
1930s and early ‘40s. We’ve 
done much of that work with 
money borrowed from the REA 
and the National Rural Utilities 
Cooperative Finance Corpora¬ 
tion. We plan to pay it all back, 
with interest, just as we always 
have,” he concluded. 

Jamie Scherrer of Shawnee- 
town, secretary-treasurer, re¬ 
ported that the co-op’s operating 
revenues for 1992 had amounted 

to $34,621,753, up slightly from 
the previous year’s $34,205,927. 
Operating expenses, he added, 
had increased from $31,970,236 
in 1991 to $32,948,088 in 1992. 
He reported that 66.5 percent of 
the co-op’s revenues went for 
purchased power, down slightly 
from 1991’s 67.6 percent. 
Southeastern paid out $448,856 
in taxes in 1992, he added. 

After the meeting the board 

met in reorganizational ses¬ 
sion and elected W.B. Pulliam 
of Galatia, president; Cadle, 
vice president, and Scherrer, 
secretary-treasurer. 

Other members of the Board 
of Trustees are William S. 
Richardson of Ewing, Victor 
Knight of McLeansboro, David 
Ramsey of Omaha, Roy D. Wise 
of Harrisburg and Gary W. Hise 
of Golconda. 

The men who were reelected to the Board of Trustees of Southeastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative are pictured being congratulated by James 
M. "Mick" Cummins, manager. From left are Robert Tiberend of Benton, 
Bill Cadle of Marion, Neil Soward of Rosiclare and Cummins. The three 
were reelected at the co-op's 55th annual meeting Tuesday, August 3, 
at the Southeastern Illinois College, east of Harrisburg and south of 
Eldorado. 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
gency, flooding or freezing. The 
security system can monitor 
home, farm buildings or busi¬ 
ness locations and automatically 
contact emergency personnel if 
an unwanted event occurs. 

Southeastern has always 
strived to be more than just a 
power company. We have al¬ 
ways been committed to be 
a positive and involved force 
within the communities we 
serve. In order to gauge the 

feelings of our membership 
about meter reading, security, 
and health concerns, we will 
be conducting a survey of our 
membership in late September 
or early October. We want to find 
out just how many of our mem¬ 
bers really want automatic 
meter reading services, security 
systems or health monitoring 
services. 

Approximately 2,000 South¬ 
eastern members will be se¬ 
lected randomly and will be 

asked to answer a few simple 
questions about their attitudes 
toward meter reading and their 
concerns about security threats 
to their farm, home or business. 
If you receive one of the surveys, 
please take the time to answer 
the questions and mail your re¬ 
sponse back to your Cooperative. 

Your response will help to 
ensure that your Cooperative 
continues to meet the needs of 
the membership. 

New members of your cooperative 
Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family 

in June 1993! 
Douglas S. Allsopp 
Marshall L. Davis 
Jeffrey B. Drummond 
Rosemary Frailey 
Douglas Jarman 
Dennis J. Millis 
Viola Parker 
Peggy Sheets 
Lucy M. Stewart 
Jeff Tidaback 
Nance E. Whittington 
Jeffrey H. Cornelius 
James R. Laningham 
US Postal Service 
Bret Neighbors 
Vance J. Aikman 
Joel N. Broadway 
Jonathan Duncan 
Jonathan Evans 
Gary Hathaway 
Carole M. Nelson 
Julia A. Rodriguez 
Michael A. Shapkoff 

John A. Strawser 
Lance Trousdale 
Brenda Vinson 
Malinda K. Williams 
John W. Hall 
Kenneth J. Berninger 
Gary L. Cole 
Patricia A. Deering 
Ron Fann 
Dorothy M. Garrison 
Mike Lowery 
Cheryl Moulton 
Terri D. Patton 
Rich Stalcup 
Traci Sturman 
Allen F. Vinson 
Angie Winters 
Jason Knight 
John Keith Schutt 
J. Mark Williams 
Debra Patton 
Kenneth Barnfield 
Randall Christopher 

Bob Durant Jr. 
Joseph A. Gerold 
Michael Jeter 
Carolyn Pierce 
Mitchell Rule 
Alan M. Simon 
William Stutzman 
Mary L. Veach 
David L. Willard 
Ronnie M. Williams 
Kevin B. Acosta 
Daniel! L. Bishop 
Sabrina Cook 
Donna Marie Dixon 
John M. Figus 
Darrell Hicks 
Mike R. Masters 
Derick Nalley 
Robert D. Proli 
William E. Stamer II 
Cynthia A. Sutton 
Judy West 
Mark Golden 

David C. Mock 
George P. Tomlinson 
Travis G. Loyd 
Andrew Thomas Jr. 
Vera M. Bonnell 
Lowell Drone 
Dean W. Durham 
Glen Gibbons 
Keith Milburn 
James E. Richardson 
Mike Sample 
Anna Mae C. Southerd 
James E. Swingle 
James A. Vincent 
Debra E. Williams 
Jeffrey D. Willis 
Margaret E. Beal 
Nancy Bishop 
Earl Colclasuere 
Jimmy A. Delaney 
Bradley N. Evilsizer 
Bart Loyd 
Mike L. O'Brien 

Kenneth R. Roach 
Teresa Stallings 
Wayne R. Thomason 
Michelle Wiltermood 
Mitzi Calhoon 
Barbara V. Duncan 
Charles R. Kerrigan 
Vaughn McCraw 
Steven Pester 
Don Shepard 
Janet L. Steckenrider 
Rhonda Vaughn 
Carie A. Russell 
Veronica Crain 
William T. Etheridge 
Cheryl Labelle 
Harold E. Marlow 
Shane M. Quertermous 
Kent Sickmeyer 
Betty R. Tatum 
Alice Wayland 
W.D. Sloan 

If your power goes 
these suggestions: 

off/ we offer 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in 
your service entrance panels. If you have 
breakers, make sure they are in the “ON” 
position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the 
main breaker just beneath the meter. If 
the breaker is between the “OFF” and “ON” 
position, check all wiring from the meter 
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, re-trip the breaker to the 

“ON” position. 
3. If you still do not have power, check 

with your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 1-800-833-2611, 24 
hours a day. Please give the party answering, 
your name, phone number and location 
number as listed on your billing envelope and 
other information requested. 

Call toll-free 1-(800)-833-2611 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Within a few days, some 2,000 
readers of The Southeastern Light 
will receive a one-page survey ques¬ 
tionnaire from the Cooperative 
asking members their opinion on 
new services some members are 
requesting. If you receive one of the 
questionnaires, it is important that 
you answer the few questions asked 
and return it to us in the postage- 
paid reply envelope. 

As we advised you last month, 
we occasionally get requests from 
members who want some alter¬ 
native to reading their own electric 
meter and looking up in the rate 
schedule the amount to be sent to 
the Cooperative. For some the hus¬ 
tle and bustle of modem life leaves 
little time for such activities. 

New technology makes it possible 
to place a small electronic device 
in the meter base that will auto- 
matically read an electric meter and 
send the reading to a computer 
located in the Cooperative office. 
The same device could also monitor 
your electric service and auto¬ 
matically notify the Cooperative in 
the event of a power failure. 

Southeastern is considering of¬ 
fering automatic meter reading and 
automatic outage notification ser¬ 
vice for those members willing to 
pay a small monthly fee to cover the 
cost of the service. 

The Cooperative is also evaluating 
if there are enough members con¬ 
cerned about the security of their 
farms, homes or businesses for the 

cooperative to offer 24-hour security 
monitoring service. 

Again, many members tell us they 
are concerned about the increase 
in rural crime the past few years. 
Others Eire concerned about the 
threat of fire when they are away 
from home, or that their heating 
system could fail at a critical time. 
Still other members say they would 
like to have a service that could 
summon emergency personnel in 
the event a family member requires 
medical assistance. 

An electronic device can be pro¬ 
vided that makes available a host of 
security services to provide peace 
of mind. In addition to automatic 
meter monitoring, this integrated 
device can detect unwanted home 
intrusion and provide 24-hour 
monitoring for fire, medical emer¬ 
gency and failure of such equipment 
as plumbing or heating systems. 

The key question facing South¬ 
eastern is, ‘‘Will there be a sufficient 
number of participants to recover 
the cost of providing such services?” 

In order to obtain an answer, 
a questionnaire is being mailed 
to a small sample of members 
chosen at random. The question¬ 
naire contains 15 questions that 
can be answered quickly by circling 
a number. If you receive one of 
the questionnaires, please take 
the few minutes necessary to com¬ 
plete it and mail it back to the Co¬ 
operative in the furnished postage- 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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The Governor's Southern Illinois Golf Classic is intended to raise funds, and a check for $10,000 for the 
Hayes Residence at the DuQuoin State Fair Grounds was presented to Governor and Mrs. Jim Edgar. From 
left are Betty Wells, Pete Micheletto, Governor and Mrs. Edgar. Wells and Micheletto are members of the 
Board of Trustees of the Rend Lake Conservancy District. 

Golf Classic! 
The heat was stifling and the 

humidity was high, but there 
was plenty of enthusiasm any¬ 
way around the clubhouse at the 
Rend Lake Golf Club. It was 
Friday, August 27, the day of 
the second annual Governor’s 
Southern Illinois Golf Classic, a 
fund-raiser to help finance the 
restoration of the Hayes home, 
the governors’ residence at the 
DuQuoin State Fairgrounds. 

In all, some 160 golfers turned 
out to shake hands with Governor 
and Mrs. Jim Edgar, to have 
lunch and to play a round of golf. 

12b 

Several area legislators were 
there, including Jim Rea, David 
Phelps, Bill O’Daniel, Larry 
Hicks and Larry Woolard. 

Kevin Davis, general manager 
of the Rend Lake Conservancy 
District, notes that the event was 
a great success, and all those 
who took part seemed to have a 
good time, even in spite of the 
weather. “This is the second 
year for the event,” he says, 
“and we were thoroughly de¬ 
lighted that our attendance was 
as high as it was. We had more 
than twice as many golfers this 

year as last, and we hope to see 
even more here next year.” 

At the beginning of the fes¬ 
tivities, Betty Wells and Pete 
Micheletto, both members of the 
Rend Lake Conservancy District 
Board of Trustees, presented the 
Edgars with a check for $ 10,000 
for the Hayes Residence fund — 
the reason for the event. 

Davis notes that in spite of the 
heat — or perhaps because of 
it — play was moderately fast, 
and the last golfers were off the 
course by about 4:30 p.m., after 
a noon start. 
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Top photo: A highlight of the meet was the opportunity to be photo¬ 
graphed with Governor and Mrs. Edgar. Pictured are, from left, Jim Gray, 
Ray Harbison, manager of member services and industrial development 
for SEIEC, the Edgars, Bob Thomason and Ed Harris. Above: Kevin Davis, 
manager of RLCD, left, and D. W. Davis, golf pro at the course, check 
the condition of a putting green. 

“It was good to have a lot of 
people here,” he says, “because 
there were many who hadn’t 
seen our ‘new nine,’ and we 
heard a lot of favorable com¬ 
ments about the latest addition. 
The course had been an 18-hole 
course. We added another nine 
lately, and turned it into a 
27-hole course. A lot of golfers 
had an opportunity to check out 
the new layout.” 

The event featured a shotgun 
start, with each foursome play¬ 

ing 18 holes from the place 
they’d started. 

As is customary during such 
events, there were several prizes 
offered. A Mariah Barchetta 19 
foot boat was on display for par¬ 
ticipants to shoot for, and would 
be given to the first golfer of the 
day to make a hole in one on the 
eighth hole. A 180 Bowrider, by 
Celebrity, was there to spur on 
those who hoped to sink a hole 
in one on the 26th. Neither boat 
was taken home by a happy 

golfer. A one-shot at the 12th 
hole would win a lucky golfer an 
E-Z-Go golf cart, and it sat safely 
on the clubhouse lawn at the 
end of the day, too. 

Other prizes were for “closest 
to the hole” contestants, and 
they went home with golfers. 
Warren Willis of West Frankfort 
won a Black and Decker Groom 
and Edger for being closest to 
the hole on the 16th, and Don 
Fairchild, Mt. Vernon, won a 
Ping “Answer 3” putter on the 
22nd hole. Lynn Heal of West 
Frankfort won a cellular phone 
on the fourth hole. 

Overall winners in the event 
have their names engraved on a 
trophy that stays in the club¬ 
house, and each takes home a 
smaller trophy, also. Winners 
this year were Don Lowery of 
Golconda, Ditto Basso of Sesser, 
Dean Mercer of Dalier and 
Debbie Montgomery of Marion. 

The golf course at Rend Lake, 
and the resort developments 
around it are an important part 
of the growing Southern Illinois 
tourism business, and South¬ 
eastern is proud to serve the 
complex and play a part in its 
growth. We’re looking forward 
to next year’s classic, and hope 
there are even more golfers there' 
then. To our way of thinking, 
any event that boosts Southern 
Illinois is a good cause! 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
paid reply envelope. 

Southeastern Illinois Electric 
strives to provide quality electric 
service while keeping the cost of 
service among the lowest avail¬ 

able in Illinois. If enough mem¬ 
bers want electronic meter 
monitoring or continuously 
monitored security systems, we 
will apply that same dedication 
to providing these services. 

As soon as the results of the 
survey are tabulated, we’ll share 
our members’ opinions with you 
in this space. And as always, 
“We’ll keep the lights on for 
you’’. 

New members of your cooperative 
new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family Welcome to all 

in July 1993! 
Michael J. Abell 
Brian Fortelka 
Michael Leadabrand 
Mary Moore 
Terry L. Pearcy 
Leslie L. Rapp 
Johanna Sweetin 
Cliff J. Thomas 
Lester Bryant 
Gary Carlton 
Mike Cook 
Jeff D. Deel 
Jesse L. Goddard III 
Shawn Hance 
Randy Jones 
David McBride 
Francisco Ochoa 
Charles T. Sanders 
Peter B. Stefko 
Pam Travis 
David L. Williams Sr. 
Gene Yoder 
Dutton-Logeman Hunt 
Wanda K. Glor 
Gayn Johnston 

R.L. Swaney 
Harold R. Barnes 
Roy L. Davis 
Kyle Davis 
Michelle Hopkins 
Jerry Leinenback 
Jeffrey L. Norris 
Gaila Fay Ping-Brown 
Alice R. Sheppard 
Jan Swetz 
Tom Davenport 
Ellis Ray Buchanan 
Robert D. Carter 
David Craig 
Stephen G. Febuary 
Robert S. Gullid 
Misti L. Hill 
James H. Kramer 
Jim McKenzie 
Terry Patyski 
Laura Schoon 
Anuchar Sucharitakul 
John R. Wadsworth 
Robert E. Wilson 
Nancy Butler 

Roger T. Elledge 
Ronald Goede 
Larry S. Lands 
Edward C. Spresser 
Wayne Bowers Jr. 
Terry Douglas Glover 
Mary Ann Evetts 
Ernie Johnson 
Robert L. Mailer 
Charles E. Palmer Sr. 
Wendell Presley 
Avery Simoens 
Richard M. Swift 
John W. Bennett 
Kristin Caldwell 
Gary M. Chamness 
Susan Decoursey 
Delbert A. Ford 
Leon Hammers 
Douglas W. Hord 
Norman L. Ledbetter 
Scott Mobley 
Thomas C. Rix 
Ida Smith 
Delores J. Swan 

L. Ray Wilkins 
Doyle R. Winters 
Jeffrey T. Brewer 
Barbara J. Enders 
Edrie Gruelle 
Clarence Mash 
Douglas Ray Asbridge 
Dale N. Crisp 
Sherry L. Leach 
Bernie Roberts 
Sarah E. Vinyard 
Shirley A. Mordaco 
Steve Pope 
Steven Kraus 
Don W. Albright 
Kim Johnson 
Willard C. Lang 
Lynette Sects 
Tonya Towns 
Ed Parker 
Melissa Hahn 
Jo Lynn Smalley 
Roy E. Ededitch 
Michael D. Odum 
Michael J. Soeder 

Darla Lampert 
Melissa J. Francis 
Robert L. Joiner Jr. 
Sherry M. Lowery 
Jerry D. Smith 
Kevin L. Turner 
Bradley S. Reed 
David Lawrence 
Lowell T. Smith 
Jeffrey K. Harding 
Elaine Orsan 
Tim Stotler 
Tamka Whitlock 
D. Dewayne Hobbs 
Leo Jones 
Jason Brent Royal 
Daniel S. Tirey 
Georgia K. Marshall 
James B. Garner 
Thomas O. Mahoney 
Cynthia L. Lewis 
Elizabeth Pennington 
Jack Pritchett 

Power Outage 
If you power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are in the 
“ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
panel just below the meter socket If the breaker is in the 
“OFF’ position, check all of your wiring from the meter 
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring appears to 
be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These phone numbers 
are monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to ac¬ 
cept your outage and emergency calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman on weekdays (from 4:30 
p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to report outages 
or emergencies. If you do not receive an answer or if the 
phone is busy, please call 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611 
(COLLECT) to report your outage or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering your 
call the account name and location number as it appears 
on the envelope that contains your billing tickets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

When members of Southeastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative pay 
their electric bills, they can be 
assured the bulk of their money 
stays in Southern Illinois. 

Out of every dollar spent, approxi¬ 
mately 10 percent leaves the area. 
The remaining 90 percent stays 
here and is used to purchase whole¬ 
sale power, to pay taxes and wages, 
and to reinvest in the upgrading and 
replacement of electrical facilities as 
needed. Vehicles, tires, fuel, and 
numerous other purchases are also 
made right here at home. Unlike 
our large public utility neighbors. 
Southeastern has no absentee 
investors and consequently no divi¬ 
dend checks are mailed out of the 
area, or out of state. Our investors 
are the 19,500 member/owners who 
live in, or operate a business in the 
10-county area of Southeastern 
Illinois. Each has invested in the 
Cooperative by purchasing a mem¬ 
bership which gives them the right 
and the responsibility to participate 
in the Cooperative’s Annual Meeting 
and the trustee selection process. 
This right to participate is a “return 
on investment.” It has real value 

and is the essence of democracy. It 
is this participation process that dif¬ 
ferentiates Southeastern from its 
investor-owned neighbors who 
operate for profit and who are 
responsible to out-of-state share¬ 
holders and out-of-state board 
members. Your Cooperative, on the 
other hand, is a home grown, locally 
owned, managed and regulated 
not-for-profit corporation that was 
created to provide electrical ser¬ 
vice to Southern Illinois. It is, in 
essence, “People selling power to 
themselves.” 

See you next month and as al¬ 
ways, “We’ll keep the lights on for 
you.” 
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Firefighters respond to a call. Since hydrants are not available in rural areas, rural districts need to bring their 
own water. The truck in the foreground, a tanker, serves that purpose. Fire districts that have to haul water 
usually have high fire-risk ratings, and Coriasco is proud that his district just received a seven rating from 
a rating organization. The previous rating had been nine. New districts start out with a 10 and work their 
way down. 

Rural firefighters 
While the Williamson County 

Fire Protection District is less 
than three years old, it’s going — 
pardon the expression — like 
a house afire. And Lindell 
“Sparky” Coriasco, chief, is 
pleased with his department’s 
progress. 

The organization came into 
being, he says, because munici¬ 
pal fire districts in the area, 
which had provided fire protec¬ 
tion in rural areas as best they 
could for many years, served 
notice tfiat they would no longer 
be able to provide that service. 
Much of the area is served by 
SEIEC. 

“They’re in cities and towns,” 
Coriasco explains, “and they 
were geared more for structural 
fires and that sort of thing. Since 
they didn’t have rural ‘substa¬ 

tions,’ they took a while to get to 
distant fires, and many times 
they’d arrive at a fire too late. 
And since they were designed to 
cope with in-town fires, they 
were set up to deal with pres¬ 
surized, municipal systems, 
with closely spaced hydrants. 

“We’re different out here. 
Many of the fires we deal with 
are weeds and brush, and we 
have to provide our own water.” 

At any rate, rural areas were 
given about a year to make other 
arrangements. 

There’s nothing like the threat 
of losing your fire protection 
to get your attention, and 
Williamson County residents 
acted fast. An initiative to fund 
a fire district was put on the 
ballot and passed. 

Coriasco, who’d been involved 

in firefighting for 26 years for the 
town of Herrin, had a big part in 
setting up. “It’s kind of unique 
to set up a fire department 
from the ground up,” he says, 
“especially going from city to 
rural. Things have gone pretty 
well, though. 

“We’re set up to serve the un¬ 
incorporated areas of Williamson 
County,” he adds, “and we have 
four stations to do that. A fifth is 
getting ready to go. We try to 
have each one in about the mid¬ 
dle of a circle 10 miles in diame¬ 
ter, so almost everybody in the 
district will be no more than five 
miles from a station.” 

The main headquarters is in a 
former car dealership just east 
of Marion, and another is in 
Carterville. Crab Orchard and 
Corinth are both homes to 
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substations, and Johnston City 
will have one soon. Each station 
is set up for 18 volunteers.” 

“We also have contracts with 
the Creal Springs, Stonefort, 
Hurst and Cambria fire depart¬ 
ments to help if there’s a fire 
close to them. That’s called an 
‘automatic response’ — if there’s 
a nearby fire, they go. We have 
those agreements because with¬ 
out them we couldn’t provide 
the protection on a five-mile 
radius basis. There are 263 
square miles of unincorporated 
areas in Williamson County, and 
that takes some covering.” 

He adds that the Lake of Egypt 
Fire Protection District serves 
parts of southern Williamson 
County. 

There are 76 firefighters — 
three of them women — in the 
volunteer outfit, and more are on 
the way. “We’ll have 90 when 
the fourth station is up,” Coriasco 
says. 

“The vast majority of our peo¬ 
ple are Illinois Firefighter II 
certified, and the rest are train¬ 
ing for it. There’s always some¬ 
one who needs certification, so 
we just keep at it all the time,” 
he adds. 

Since there are no convenient 
fire hydrants out in the rural 
areas, he notes, “carrying 
water” is an important part 
of rural firefighting activities. 
With that in mind, each station 
has a “tanker,” or a truck 
whose primary function is to 
do nothing but haul water for the 
“pumpers,” which are used to 
spray the water on a fire. Each 
substation has a tanker and 
a pumper, as well as a brush 
truck, and the main station has 
two pumpers, one tanker and an 
equipment van. 

“Each firefighter has a pager,” 
Coriasco says, “and in the event 
of a fire, the nearest station 
immediately sends a pumper 
and a tanker. The main station 
sends a pumper, and all the 
other stations send tankers. 

“We set up a Fold-a-Tank, 
which looks an awful lot like an 
above-the-ground swimming 

pool, at the site. The tanker 
simply backs up to it. A fireman 
flips a switch and a valve opens, 
allowing the water to cascade 
into the tank. It takes a minute 
or less to run the 2,250 gallons 
from the truck into the tank. 
While the pumper is spraying 
the water on the fire, the tanker 
is going back for more. Such a 
water shuttle is essential in rural 
areas, and may involve several 
tankers.” 

By way of illustration, he cites 
a fire the volunteers fought not 
long ago. A barn containing 
6,000 bales of hay caught fire 
and the firefighters rushed to the 
scene. By the time the fire was 
out, the barn was gone and so 
was the hay — but the volun¬ 
teers had trucked and sprayed 
some 28,500 gallons of water in 
about four hours. “We couldn’t 
save the structure,” Coriasco 
says, “because once hay gets 
started it’s nearly impossible to 
put out, but we were able to save 
the surrounding buildings, and 
that was an accomplishment in 
itself.” 

While city fire departments 
have all those hydrants handy, 
the same isn’t true of rural fire 
districts. Water acquisition is 
often a matter of finding a handy 
watering hole and sticking a 
filtered hose into it. 

The district is working on 
that problem by installing “dry 
hydrants.” A dry hydrant is just 
a length of six-inch PVC piping 
that is installed in a permanent 
water hole, such as an old 
mining strip pit that has filled 
up. 

“There’s a section of pipe 
that’s about four feet long and 
that’s perforated on one side,” 
Coriasco says, “and it goes into 
the water horizontally, with the 
perforations on the lower side. 
Then there’s an elbow that 
comes up to the surface, and 
there’s a fire department fitting 
on it. The tankers can fill up at 
dry hydrants. We have 11 in¬ 
stalled now, and there are 10 
more that we plan to put in soon. 
We expect to install about 10 a 
year until we have 50 or so 
scattered fairly evenly over the 
territory.” 

While the need to haul water 
is one of the things that separate 
the rurals from the urbans, it’s 
also one of the things that makes 
rural firefighting difficult. And 
it’s also one of the reasons rural 
fire departments have troubles 
with insurance ratings. He notes 
that fire departments are rated 
on a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being 
excellent and 10 being awful. A 
new department begins with a 
10 (and higher insurance rates). 

Lindell Coriasco, chief of the Williamson County Fire Protection District, 
right, talks with fireman Eric Scott at the scene of a fire call near Marion. 
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and tries to work its way down. 
“We’re doing well in that 

respect,’’ Coriasco says, “and 
I’m really pleased with that. The 
ISO is an independent rating 
organization that rates fire 
departments for insurance 
purposes, and rural districts 

who have to rely on tankers 
typically have high ratings 
because of that. We’re not 
thrilled with our rating, but 
we’re getting better. The in¬ 
spector who came down from 
Chicago recently to evaluate us 
and gave us a seven, partly 

because of how impressed he 
was with our water shuttle. 
We’re going to keep working on 
our whole program. We’re going 
to have the system up as good as 
motivated, conscientious people 
can make it.” 

New members of your cooperative 
Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family 

in August 1993! 
Chris L. Bennett Michael Browning ABC Home Health Serv John S. Rich Michael Green 

Edwin R. Byrne Richard D. Clarida George Eickelman Marshall Ross Steven D. Horn 

Terry M. Crisp Jason Crawford Anthony A. Alsip Roy W. Tipton Paul Lampley 

Richard D. Doerr Mark Evans Timothy D. Belford Kenneth R. Turnage Brenda L. Mills 

Bobby Harris Jr. Homer F. Bossong Van Brymer Stephen R. Barrett Jonathan Peppersack 

Todd Lauster Donald G. Carlton Virginia Lee Clover Chris Furlong Susan Russell 

Allan S. Mickelson Kirby D. Davis Hobert Cruse Doug Anderson James A. Smith 

Joe Parino James Lee Dunn Randy Feazel Kenneth Borta Janis Tapley 
Melissa G. Turner Patricia J. Stearns William Hinds Kathy Boswell Ronald Bump 

Victor V. Vicari Randall J. Lubbert Cop-A-Tan Allen Cobb Jack A. Wasson 

Maurice H. Boisjolie Kerry A. Moore Stephen D. Densford Dewain E. Davis Barney J. Grimm 

Veda A. Crain Dolores Regnas William Grisley Rodger A. Gill Frankie W. Johnson 

Freda's Fashions Robert J. Suttner Kenneth G. Jones Roy G. Goforth Brad M. Hall 

Arvid E. Grigg Diane Vonderheide Guy L. Martin Philip Hicks Misty J. Hutchinson 

Chris Jones Linda Briley Mike Murphy Linda Irene Johnson William Lindsey 

Lorene 0. Lopez Bruce W. Davis Steve Roye James D. Mattingly Chester Nosalik 

Julie Manion Patricia Ann German Jeffrey L. Trego Daron Pearce Thomas J. Pruemer 

Troy Millenbine Billy D. Gulledge James R. Allen Deborah L. Rash Mark Sattelberg 

Leda Gogn Rivas Mary S. King Ronald Brown David L. Seagle Kevin Smith 

Paula J. Sloan Emerson McDonald Glenn Dawson Ronnie L. Spider Brenda K. Taylor 

Jose Antonio Torres Melanie Manley Donna Goodwin James 1. Teston Dennis L. Uhles 

Steven R. Williams Phillip R. Morris Travis Harmon Dale E. Ward Mary Becker 

Dale A. Cain Sr. Riley Roberts George Kudlinski Randy R. Eddleman Bill C. Headrick 

Michael R. Woodall 
Erman W. Beaty 

Mark Terry 
Matthew W. Troxel 

Robert Mack 
Janet K. Meneese 

Brent Henley 
Kevin Wells 

Harold McKinney 

Power Outage 
If you power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are in the 
“ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
panel just below the meter socket If the breaker is in the 
“OFF’ position, check all of your wiring from the meter 
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring appears to 
be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone l-80fr833-2611 or 273-2611. These phone numbers 
are monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to ac¬ 
cept your outage and emergency calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman on weekdays (from 4:30 
pm through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to report outages 
or emergencies. If you do not receive an answer or if the 
phone is busy, please call 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611 
(COLLECT) to report your outage or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering your 
call the account name and location number as it appears 
on the envelope that contains your billing tickets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Most residents of Saline and adjacent 
counties are aware of the on-going 
debate concerning whether to renovate 
the Harrisburg City Hall or to abandon 
it in favor of a new facility. Few in¬ 
dividuals are aware, however, that the 
old Harrisburg City Hall was the birth¬ 
place of Southeastern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative; for it was there on 
September 13, 1938, that a group of 75 
farmers from Saline, Gallatin and 
Franklin counties met with REA 
advisors to investigate the feasibility of 
electrifying rural southern Illinois. The 
Harrisburg Daily Register headlined 
the story with “FARMERS SHOW 
INTEREST IN ELECTRIC PLAN” with 
the body of the article reading: 

“According to the plan outlined 
this morning. Saline County 
would become the hub of a sys¬ 
tem of power lines serving farm 
homes in a large section of 
southern Illinois. Power would 
probably be bought for transmis¬ 
sion over lines built with money 
borrowed from the REA . . . ?” 

Two prime factors motivated the for¬ 
mation of the Cooperative: the need 
for electricity and the need for jobs. 
In 1938. southern Illinois was con¬ 
siderably poorer than the rest of the 
state, as it was still trying to recover 
from the “one-two punch” of the Great 
Depression and the 1937 Flood. 

Southeastern Cooperative was incor¬ 
porated on October 5, 1938, and by 

November there were 550 paid up 
members — no easy task considering 
the difficulty of coming up with the 
required $5 membership fee. In addi¬ 
tion, the Cooperative was in the pro¬ 
cess of applying for its first loan of 
$811,000 and there was great concern 
among potential members about the 
massive debt being undertaken. 

Nevertheless, the loan was applied 
for on November 28 and approved by 
the REA on December 9, which in itself 
is rather remarkable considering the 
two-year waiting period which is com¬ 
mon for loans made today. 

Southeastern’s first official head¬ 
quarters was established at the County 
Farm Advisor’s office located in the 
Court House at Harrisburg. Regular 
monthly meetings were held there 
until January of 1939, when the 
Cooperative relocated to a one-room of¬ 
fice located in the second story of the 
Pruett Building in Harrisburg. Due to 
the limited space of the one room 
office, board meetings were sometimes 
adjourned and then reconvened at 
more spacious locations such as 
the First Methodist Church and the 
Harrisburg City Hall. 

In 1940, the Cave-In-Rock Public 
Electric Utility requested Southeastern 
provide backup service to augment 
Cave-In-Rock’s own inadequate 
system. A short time later, the Coop¬ 
erative acquired all of the Public 
Electric Utility facilities and has served 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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John Crowe is pictured with some of his handiwork: one of two stone fireplaces he built to restore the inn. 
Some of the old lath and plaster is visible just to the right of the stonework. 

Restoring a Mulkeytown Landmark — 
Brazilla Silkwood would be proud 

A century or so ago, the 
Shawneetown-Kaskaskia trail 
was home to many structures 
built to cater to the swarms of 
travelers who made their way up 
and down the trail between two 
of the most important cities in 
Downstate Illinois. 

Today, as far as can be 
determined, there is only one 
wooden one left. Located near 
Mulkeytown (Franklin County), 
the Silkwood Inn did a thriving 
business for many years. Then 
it drifted off into the backwater 
of history as the towns it con¬ 
nected slid into near-oblivion 
and highways and railroads 
undercut the trail’s importance. 

It was built in 1826 by Brazilla 
Silkwood, who was careful to 
locate it about halfway between 
the two major towns along what 
had once been an Indian trail. It 
served as a family home, inn, 
stagecoach stop and post office. 

Silkwood, a young Virginia 

native, built the place solidly; 
the entire two-story structure 
was built of hand-hewn logs, 
which were “chinked” with 
cement and covered with siding 
on the outside, and lath and 

plaster inside. 
Interestingly, when the inn 

was built, Illinois had been a 
state for just 10 years, and 
was still considered part of the 
“wild west.” While that term 
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From left. Ruby Henderson, Chloe Davis, and Jean and John Crowe go 
over albums depiciting the inn's restoration. While much has been done, 
there's still much to do, they note. 

conjures up visions of cowboys 
on horseback driving herds of 
cattle, such was not the case at 
Mulkeytown. There were herds 
of livestock, but not cattle. The 
Silkwood Inn is remembered as 
a good livestock stop because 
there were plenty of trees 
around it for the herds to roost 
in — during the occasional 
turkey drive. 

Silkwood, who also farmed, 
prospered as time went by, and 
his inn became well-known as a 
place for orphans, who were 
given a home there. 

There is a touch of romance 
about the place, too. It seems 
that Silkwood, on a trip to 
Georgia in 1830, had become 
acquainted with a young slave 
woman named Priscilla. Her 
master had since died and she’d 
been sold to a Cherokee chief. 
During that tribe’s forced reloca¬ 
tion eight years later, it had 
stopped in Jonesboro and 
Silkwood, there on a business 
trip, recognized Priscilla. He 
bought her freedom for $1,000 
in gold, and took her to his 
home, where she was accepted 
as a member of the family. 

“The Priscilla hollyhocks” are 
well-known locally, too. It was 
said that Priscilla had taken 
some hollyhock seeds with her 
when she was moving to Indian 
Territory, and planted them at 
the inn when she lived there. 
They are still there, still lending 
some romance to the legend of 
the inn. 

Even before Silkwood had 
built his inn, Kaskaskia had lost 
its status as territorial capital. 
When Illinois gained statehood, 
Vandalia became the capital. 
Between the advent of railroads, 
better highways and a new 
capital, the Shawneetown- 
Kaskaskia road lost some of its 
importance, and the building 
gradually fell into disrepair, 
finally being sold out of the 
family in the early 1970s. 

The new owners fixed the 
place up until it was a show- 
place, then sold it in 1974 
to John and Jean Crowe, a 

Lockport, Illinois couple who 
were looking for property to 
invest in and retire to. By that 
time, the separate kitchen was 
long gone, replaced by an addi¬ 
tion to the house. At any rate, 
the Crowes bought the inn and 
the 119 acres that went with it, 
unaware that it was the historic 
Silkwood Inn. “I was looking for 
a farm,” says John, who was 
a welder at a General Motors 
plant, “and we just kept going 
south until we found one we 
could afford. This was it.” 

They didn’t do much with the 
place, and their daughter lived 
in it for a while. In 1983 a 
kitchen grease fire burned the 
place down to the log shell, and 
Crowe was about to bulldoze it. 
While the Crowes, northern 
transplants, didn’t know that 
the structure had a history. 
Ruby Henderson, a lifelong area 
resident, certainly did. She and 
several friends had been trying 
for years to figure out a way to 
save the historic structure, and 
she approached the Crowes. “I 
talked and talked,” she says, 
“and I know I just had tears in 
my eyes. We wanted so much to 
save the old building. It was just 
providential that it was bought 
by outsiders who had no knowl¬ 
edge of its history, but who were 
willing to listen to our pleas. It 
turned out that John not only 

agreed to give the building and 
some land to the Mulkeytown 
Area Historical Society, but he 
moved it there —about 150' — 
and has done a great deal of the 
restoration work, too.” 

Since then, there have been 
some $30,000 raised and spent 
to restore the building, and it’s 
nearly finished. “A man donated 
some one by six tongue and 
groove lumber for the floor,” 
John says, “and we thought we 
had that done. It turned out that 
we were short about a hundred 
square feet. We’re still looking 
for more. We hope to rebuild the 
separate kitchen eventually, too.” 

Crowe and Henderson note 
that there have been dozens 
of people who have given gen¬ 
erously of their time, money and 
labor, and that they’re still 
looking for more. They have 
held several fundraisers, and the 
nearby Wal-Mart store in West 
City has been particularly 
helpful. Henderson and her 
sister, Chloe Davis, published 
a book entitled “Mulkeytown 
Memories,” and the proceeds 
from the sale of it and an earlier 
book, “The Silkwood Inn: Illinois 
Landmark,” have gone toward 
the restoration of the building. 

Anyone interested in getting 
in touch with Mrs. Henderson 
can write to her at Rte. 1, Box 7, 
Mulkeytown, IL 62865. 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
the community ever since. 

In 1946, the Cooperative’s of¬ 
fice and warehouse were re¬ 
located to the Corner of Route 45 
and Church Street occupying a 
three-story brick building which 
had formerly housed a wholesale 
grocery business. That same year 
the Pope-Hardin Power Com¬ 
pany, which served Golconda 
and Elizabethtown, proposed to 
sell those systems to the Coop¬ 
erative. Pope-Hardin operated its 
own steam generating plant 
to serve its 480 Golconda cus¬ 
tomers and purchased wholesale 
power from the Rosiclare Lead & 
Fluorspar Mining Company for 
resale to its 273 Elizabethtown 
customers. Both the Golconda 
and Elizabethtown systems 
were originally constructed by 
CIPS, which sold them to Pope- 
Hardin in 1935. In May of 1948, 
the Cooperative formerly ac¬ 
quired all of the Pope-Hardin 
Power Company’s facilities. 

By 1951, the Cooperative had 
outgrown its Church Street 
facility and began to look for a 

site to construct a new head¬ 
quarters. Delegations from 
Eldorado, Harrisburg, and 
Raleigh presented proposals to 
the Cooperative’s board of trus¬ 
tees and on March 11, 1951, the 
board voted 8 to 3 to relocate to 
a five and one-half acre tract 
donated by Judge S.D. Wise, a 
Harrisburg attorney, who re¬ 
sided in rural Eldorado. 

In the early 1950s, the 
Rosiclare Lead & Fluorspar 
Mining Company initiated pro¬ 
posals to sell the electric dis¬ 
tribution system it had operated 
since 1914. Neither CIPS nor 
Illinois Power were interested in 
the system but the Cooperative 
was, and entered into lengthy 
negotiations with the Mining 
Company. The Cooperative’s ef¬ 
forts were impeded, however, by 
an REA ruling which prohibited 
rural electric cooperatives from 
serving towns of 1,500 or more 
population. Eventually the 
task was accomplished and on 
December 19, 1956, the Coop¬ 
erative purchased all of the 
Rosiclare system. 

From its conception in 1938 
on till 1963, the Cooperative 
purchased all of its wholesale 
power needs from CIPS. Since 
October of 1963, however, all 
wholesale power has been pro¬ 
vided by the Southern Illinois 
Power Co-operative, a 272- 
megawatt generating plant 
located south of Marion, Illinois. 
This plant serves Southeastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative, as 
well as Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative at Dongola and 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative at 
Steeleville. Collectively the plant 
serves over 40.000 customers 
and generates power solely from 
locally mined coal and carbon 
refuse material, purchasing 
over $9 million dollars of these 
products in 1992. 

Today Southeastern has grown 
to be the largest electric coopera¬ 
tive in the State, serving over 
19,500 members with an elec¬ 
tric distribution system valued 
at over 62 million dollars — and it 
all started with an idea conceived 
by 75 farmers who met in the 
Harrisburg City Hall 55 years ago. 

Power Outage 
If you power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are in the 
“ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
panel just below the meter socket If the breaker is in the 
“OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter 
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring appears to 
be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These phone numbers 
are monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to ac¬ 
cept your outage and emergency calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman on weekdays (from 4:30 
p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to report outages 
or emergencies. If you do not receive an answer or if the 
phone is busy, please call 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611 
(COLLECT) to report your outage or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering your 
call the account name and location number as it appears 
on the envelope that contains your billing tickets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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