
Virtual reality 
Seeing what's not yet there 

Imagine a world in which doc¬ 
tors practice delicate, life-saving 
surgery without ever piercing 
the skin. Imagine experiencing 
life on other planets, without 
ever leaving the ground. 

This world already exists in an 
emerging software technology 
called “virtual reality,” allowing 
human beings to jump through 
the computer screen and enter a 
three-dimensional universe that 
looks and sounds “real” but 
isn’t. 

Virtual reality — or VR — is 
considered the next frontier in 
the growing galaxy of computer 
technology. Scientists, educa¬ 
tors, researchers and dreamers 
say it could change our lives as 
much as the telephone or televi¬ 
sion set. Its applications extend 
to space exploration, medicine, 
communications, architecture, 
military training, education 
and, of course, culture and 
entertainment. 

Some have called it electronic 
LSD, but its pioneers say it’s too 
diverse, too advanced and too 
interactive to be compared to a 
mind-altering drug. Besides, it’s 
legal. 

“VR doesn’t threaten the body 
mentally or physically,” said 
A. J. Redmer, executive director 
for the Virtuality Group for 
Spectrum Holobyte and Cyber¬ 
studio, makers of VR software. 

VR systems have been in 
development for more than a 
decade and are used routinely 
by the Pentagon and the Na¬ 
tional Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, where mere 
mortals can soar to the surface 
of Mars at will. Pilots who flew 
sorties over Baghdad in the 
Persian Gulf War trained in vir¬ 

tual reality simulators and sur¬ 
geons have used VR to conduct 
realistic practice operations. In 
Japan, customers can design 
computer models of ideal 
kitchens, step into them and 
then “move” cabinets or refrig¬ 
erators around to their liking. 

Researchers say VR will allow 
future doctors to explore the 
inside of the human body and 
give “virtual” adventurers the 
experience of visiting prehistoric 
Earth, exploring Venus or sitting 
in the dugout of a Cubs or 
Cardinals game. It may also give 
amazing new options to the 
handicapped. In 30 years, pio¬ 
neers say, a VR system will be 
plugged into every home. 

At the moment, however, the 
technology is expensive (up 
to several hundred thousand 
dollars) and, some say, still 
rudimentary. 

“VR is about where television 
was in the 1940s,” said Jas 
Morgan, music and arts editor of 
Mondo 2000, a Berkeley, Calif., 
magazine specializing in the 
effects of high technology. 

VR uses a “head-mounted 
display,” which is a pair of gog¬ 
gles that presents your eyes with 
a computer-generated, three- 
dimensional image. We’re not 
talking plastic 3-D glasses. 
These are sophisticated (but 
bulky) viewers in which you can 
shape the figures in the artificial 
world. You can “fly” to the other 
side of the room by simply point¬ 
ing your finger. On your hand is 
a special glove that allows you to 
grasp objects in this virtual 
environment and move them. 

The environment you see 
looks surrealistically perfect, like 
a cartoon, and the images can 
get out of focus. The quality of 
the headsets and the program¬ 
ming can vary. It depends on 
what the system is designed to 
do. But leaders in the field say 
that virtual reality will get better 
and cost less in a few years. 

Virtual reality has long been 
near and dear to science fiction 
writers and producers. A vir¬ 
tual reality center called the 
Holodeck is a mainstay on the 
popular TV show “Star Trek: the 
Next Generation.” VR themes 
are also prominent in such 
movies as “Total Recall” and 
“The Lawnmower Man.” 

In fact, experts say VR’s enter¬ 
tainment value will create wide¬ 
spread demand for it. It may also 
generate the money needed to 
expand the technology. 

An arcade version of virtual 
reality is being marketed by 
Spectrum Holobyte of Alameda, 
Calif., in conjunction with two 
other companies. Virtuality, an 
interactive computer entertain¬ 
ment system, costs about $3.50 
for a four-minute game. 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Electric cooperative member 
rights, responsibilities and advantages 

As bad as we hate to admit it, we sometimes 
have a tendency to forget that all of our customers 
haven’t always received their electricity from an 
electric cooperative. You may not all know about 
the advantages of receiving electricity from an 
electric cooperative, your rights, your privileges 
and your responsibilities. 

If you receive your electric service from an elec¬ 
tric cooperative, you should know: 

• You are a member of the cooperative and as 
a member you are legally part-owner of it. 

• You have a right to attend your annual 
members’ meeting and to vote on directors of the 
cooperative. 

• You have a responsibility to keep up with 
developments affecting your cooperative. 

• Your cooperative was established by local 
activists at a time when existing utilities refused 
or neglected to serve the area where you live now. 

• Most electric cooperatives have received 
loans from the federal government to build and 
extend their systems. Some subsidy is involved, 
but this is not unique in the utility business. All 
types of electric utilities, including the investor- 
owned utilities (IOU) and municipally owned 
utilities (Muny), benefit in one way or another. In 
fact studies show that federal subsidies to electric 
cooperatives are not as large as those to the lOUs 
and Munies. 
Why do I receive this magazine? 

Electric cooperatives began publishing 
periodicals such as this in the 1940s to com¬ 
municate with their members when the 
cooperatives were being attacked in extensive 
advertising and publicity campaigns. 

Today, distorted and otherwise inaccurate 
information is still a problem, and the attacks by 
our competition continue even today. 

Your electric cooperative relies on this 
magazine, not only to relay information about 
your business, but also to encourage you to use 
electricity wisely and safely. Promoting electrical 
safety can help save the lives of cooperative 
members and can save money. 
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Promoting wise energy use can benefit you in 
a number of ways, including these: 

• Helping shave electricity use during peak 
periods of the day or season. Lowering peak 
demand helps hold the line on everyone’s rates. 
We here at Rural Electric Convenience Coopera¬ 
tive Co. will be doing that using load management 
switches on your electric heat and water heater. 

• Helping our members make informed deci¬ 
sions in purchasing new, efficient technology, 
such as the ground source heat pump and the 
new, energy-efficient air source heat pump. These 
two comfort conditioning appliances operate three 
or four times more efficiently than the highest 
efficiency fossil fuel furnace. They can do this 
because, instead of burning a fuel to make heat, 
they simply move existing heat from one place to 
another. In the case of the ground source heat 
pump, it moves heat from the earth, where the 
temperature is a constant 50 degrees year round, 
into your home. The air source heat pump moves 
heat molecules from the air into your home. 
What are some of the other advantages of 
being a member of Rural Electric Conveni¬ 
ence Cooperative? 

There are lots of advantages to being a member 
of Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative. 

• You have trained professional linemen on 
call, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, to keep your 
electricity flowing. 

• You can get an energy audit done of your 
home—free of charge. Our trained personnel will 
look for and make recommendations on things 
that you can do to improve the efficiency of your 
home. 

If you are in need of a new heating and cooling 
system, we can size one for you at no charge. We 
can do that either from a floor plan for a new home 
or from doing an energy audit of your existing 
home. 

As you can see, there’s a lot to be said, and a 
lot of advantages to be had, for being a member 
of this rural electric cooperative. 
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Notice to Members 
Sun-Twin Space Heaters 

Inventory Buy Out of Distributor 
Limited Supply Available 
Units in Original Cartons 

Priced at 75% Off Suggested Retail 
You pay only $129.95 + tax 

Be prepared for outages 
Winter outages can be miserable. It’s almost 

always dark, always cold, always dismal. Try as 
we might, they’ll always be with us. 

But a winter outage doesn’t have to be disas¬ 
trous, and you can be relatively cozy if you do 
some planning and take a few precautions. 

When the power goes off, the first thing to do 
is disconnect those electric circuits that serve 
delicate electronic appliances and entertainment 
equipment. This will protect them from any 
surges that may occur when power is restored. 
When it is restored, wait for 15 to 30 minutes to 
ensure that the outage is over, then reconnect 
those circuits. 

If the lights go dim and stay that way, discon¬ 
nect those circuits that serve motor operated 
appliances. Dim lights mean that voltage coming 
into the home is not high enough to adequately 
serve motors — a low voltage situation. Operating 
motors at low voltage may damage them. 

Here are a few tips to help you weather a siege 
of bad weather: 
For warmth 

1. Several layers of lightweight clothing will 
keep a body warmer than one heavy piece. 

2. A backup heater can be used in good stead, 
but carefully. If the heater has a flame, ventilation 
must be provided. 

3. During an extended outage, use one room 
(preferably one on the sunny side of the house 
with few windows) in the house to conserve as 
much heat as possible. Open curtains during the 
day and close them at night. 
For light 

1. Know where the flashlight and fresh bat¬ 
teries are. 

2. For safety, place lighted candles in con¬ 
tainers such as coffee cans. 

3. Have extra lantern fuel on hand if lanterns 
are used for light. Refill the lanterns outdoors. 
For food 

1. Stock supplies of food such as canned meat, 
tuna, powdered milk and juices, cereal, peanut 
butter and crackers. 

2. Fill plastic jugs with water. 
3. Have throwaway plates, plastic silverware 

and a manual can opener on hand. 
During an extended outage 

Shut off the water supply (and the electricity to 
the pump, if you have one) and drain the system. 
Pour antifreeze into the plumbing fixtures in the 
bathroom and the kitchen. 
Have the following general items on hand 

1. Wind-up alarm clock 
2. Battery powered radio 
3. Extra blankets 
Prepare as if every winter outage will be a long 

one and you’ll not be caught short of creature 
comforts. You can be confident and rest assured 
that Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative Co. 
will work around the clock to restore service to all 
customers as quickly as possible. 
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Virtual reality 
(Continued from page 12a) 

To play, you step into a round 
metal booth and strap on a back¬ 
pack while an attendant fits a 
helmet over the top half of your 
face. Staring at the wraparound 
liquid crystal screen inside the 
helmet, you see a large platform 
floating in space. Players say it 
feels like they’re standing on the 
platform. 

Rotate your head to see four 
other platforms connected by 
staircases. You’re handed a 
“controller” that looks like a 

joystick but is more sophisti¬ 
cated. A gun barrel materializes 
on the screen and then you look 
for a gun-toting villain to shoot. 
Unlike video games or TV, VR 
takes physical movement and 
users of the new arcade game 
say it can be exhausting. 

“In VR, you have to mentally 
focus the same way as in real 
life,” said Redmer. “It’s not com¬ 
parable to looking at a flat com¬ 
puter or television screen. There 
is no way of representing the 
experience of VR without ac¬ 
tually doing it. It’s like you’re 
there and you interact with the 

environment you’re in.” 
VR advocates agree it is 

limited only by human imagina¬ 
tion. Others question whether 
the new technology will help 
people interact with the world or 
avoid “actual” reality altogether. 

“It’s very important that peo¬ 
ple not fear these technologies as 
they come along and also not 
embrace them blindly,” said 
Morgan. “Interactivity is one of 
the saving graces of this tech¬ 
nology. VR can be a great way 
to communicate human expe¬ 
rience to one another. 

—Rural Electric News Service 

The answer: a garage, 
a bush, and a dog. 

The question is, “What kind of things stand between your 

electric meter and accurate billing?” 

Your electric cooperative’s meter readers need easy 

access to your meter so that your billing will be 

correct. Sometimes, the reader will find that a 

garage has been added to a home and the meter 

is now locked indoors, j j Or, a small bush has 

grown into a big obstacle V ai right in front of the meter. 

Then there’s the family dog who’s left outside 

to protect the property. 

\ v H not only makes the meter reader’s job 

difficult, but it can make it dangerous, too. Take a moment to 

check your meter. If you can’t get to it, neither can we. If you 

have questions or need to make arrangements for our access, 

just call. 
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It’s not a book yet. 

Starting a project doesn’t mean the job is done. Some people have 
said the rural electrification program isn’t needed anymore because most 
of the country has electricity. They think the job was done when power lines 
were put up 50 years ago. They should consider this: The entire system of 
power plants and lines must be maintained constantly to make sure all 
members have reliable service. An ice storm is a reminder of that. Some 
25 million Americans in 46 states rely on their electric cooperatives for a 
better quality of life. As long as they work, play and raise families there, the 
REA’s job isn’t done. 

And the annual cost to U.S. taxpayers? Less than it costs to build 50 
miles of interstate highway...and less than other electric utilities receive in 
federal subsidies. Electric cooperatives are about people doing things for 
themselves, and thanks to these people, the final chapters on rural America 
haven’t yet been written. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 
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Demand-side management programs 
Save with these options 

The box in the picture is a 
Peak Switch, which is part of the 

SCADA (Supervisory Control 
And Data Acquisition) equip¬ 
ment Rural Electric Conven¬ 
ience has been talking about for 
months. The Peak Switch is all 
the participating members will 
see except for the credit on their 
electric bill. 

The long-awaited programs of 
peak demand control by your 
electric cooperative, with the 
help of members like you, is 
at hand. As the equipment is 
installed at the cooperative’s 
office, we are now ready to 
accept requests from those 

members who want to help 
themselves and the cooperative 
to control cost. 

The programs are made pos¬ 
sible with the Peak Switch 
installed on electric water 
heaters and air-conditioning 
equipment of members now 
served under the Residential 
and Farm Service Schedule 
rate (that are not enrolled in 
the Dual Fuel program). As 
you read about the peak saving 
programs, contact the coop¬ 
erative with any question you 
may have. 

Air conditioning program: 
$75 credit 

A member with a central air conditioning 
system, or individual room type unit on a dedi¬ 
cated circuit and allowing a Peak Switch to be 
installed, will receive a credit of $25 per month for 
July, August and September —a total of $75 
credit per year. 

Those members now enrolled in the Dual Fuel 
program have been assisting in Demand Side 
Management in the past and receiving the benefit 
of a lower rate for their electric heat and water 
heater. Now all members can participate and 
assist to control cost. 

Electric water heater: 
program: 1 month's free use 

A member with an electric water heater of 
more than 30 gallons, using a 240-volt circuit 
and allowing a Peak Switch to be installed, will 
receive a monthly credit on their electric bill 
of $3.50. 

The $3.50 per month for a 12-month period is 
equal to about one month’s electrical use of an 
electric water heater by an average cooperative 
family. 

Plan ahead for 
RECC's Annual Meeting 
of Members 
7 p.m. Thursday, June 17 
Auburn H.S., 
Auburn 

It's YOUR business 
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An invitation 
to Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative members 

district information meetings 
Members of Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative are invited to the 1993 District Meetings. Listed 

below are the District No., District director, date, time and location. All members are encouraged to 
participate, particularly if your board member is hosting the meeting. The meeting format will be 
informational and encourages members to ask questions in an open atmosphere. 

1993 District Meeting Schedule 
District 7 — Director Greg Wilson 
Date — March 23 Time — 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Location — Chatham 
Meeting Place — Glenwood Junior High School cafeteria 

District 8 — Director Richard Carpani 
Date —March 25 Time —7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Location — Raymond 
Meeting Place — Raymond-Lincolnwood High School auditorium 

District 9 — Director George Hart 
Date — March 30 Time —7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Location — Palmyra 
Meeting Place — Northwestern High School cafeteria 

District directors will conduct the meetings which are designed to give you information and 
encourage questions. Other board members as well as management and staff will be present. We are 
looking forward to sharing ideas and refreshments with you. 

A personal reminder will be sent to members residing in the District hosting the meeting, approxi¬ 
mately two weeks before each meeting. 

Additional member savings 
Any member with questions is encouraged to contact the cooperative office about electric heat 

and the Dual Fuel program. A member with a mercury vapor (blue) security light may also contact 
RECC about the High Pressure Sodium (gold) security light and save $1.50 per month without 
the loss of usable light. 

$129.95 
plus tax 

Notice to members 

Sun-Twin space heaters 
Inventory buy out of distributor 

Limited supply available 
Units in original cartons 

Prices at 75% off suggested retail 
You pay only $129.95 + tax 
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3“ Rural Electric News Service * * 

CROSSWIRES 

ACROSS 
1. Put up with 
6. Roughen the 

surface of 
11. “ du lieber!” 
14. Deed holder 
15. Get progressively 

thinner 
16. Udderance? 
17. REC's favorite 

game show? 
19. Lowest Army 

rank: abbr. 
20. Compass point: 

abbr. 
21. Reading 

material? 
22. Henry Ford's son 
24. Take a nap 
25. Country's 

Conway 
26. Helpful 

suggestions 
29. Predicament 
31. Earthenware pot 
32. Like melted 

chocolate 
33. Livestock feed 
36. Say something 
37. Comedian Milton 
38. First gardener 
39. Corporal’s 

superior: abbr. 
40. Symbol of love 
41. Sacred song 
42. Vincent Van 

Gogh’s  
Night 

44. War site (1853-56) 
45. Using oars . 
47. Female deer 
48. Russian 

mountain range 
49. Billions of years 
50. Ghost’s greeting 
53. Dust cloth 
54. REC’s favorite 

saying? 
58. Chewed and 

swallowed 
59. Jumps up 
60. Olympic gymnast 

Comaneci 
61. Spy novelist 

Deighton 
62. Kind of daisy 

N O A y i 3 A 3 X 0 

V 1 a V N 1 s d V 3 1 
1/M H 0 i 3 3 M s IA H 0 

O O a S N O 3 S 
s 3 O a 9 N 

V 3 i y 0 A y y V 
IAI 1 V s d i y V 3 HJ 

IAI V a V 3 i y 3 a 
3 A y A 3 0 0 9 X 

3 d V y 0 s 3 0 
A 1 i 1 M i 3 z 0 
1 3 s a 3 w 1 V d 
1 A d 3 N i 1 A IAI s 
O O Al y 3 d V 1 ■ y 
H O V d d n 0 S 1 a 

RJL1. 

0 
ITVH n 

i IMIO y 

9 S_ 
~1 [7 1 

ojo y o 
jJ A I a I v 
a  

sis 
ililv M 
3__N M 0_ 
N V l|s 

The answers 

DOWN 
1. Female pigs 
2. Christmas poem 

beginning 
3. Add to a poker pot 
4. Tennis court 

divider 
5. Baby-book 

author 
6. Manner 
7. Unruffled 
8. news service: 

abbr. 
9. Marshy area 

10. No-toll road 
11. REC’s favorite 

city? 
12. Commandment 

work 
13. With passion 
18. Pencil puzzle 
23. Go down a bit 
24. Actor Van Dyke 
25. Fig or fig 
26. Plays a part 
27. Pull along the 

ground 
28. REC’s favorite 

car? 
29. Regretful 
30. Revolver 

inventor 
32. Toothed wheel 
34. George Bush’s 

alma mater 
35. Jane Austen book 
37. Mass of ice 
38. “Working or not” 
40. Star Wars 

character 
41. Gift 
43. “ Reveille” 

(Kay Kyser hit) 
44. Ice cream holder 
45. The R in REC 
46. Talk pompously 
47. Use a divining rod 
49. Catch sight of 
50. Murder-mystery 

requirement 
51. “Buckeye State” 
52. Arabic country 
55. Put a spell on 
56. The wild West? 
57. Roofing material 
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New tools for the elderly 
and others in need 

One’s best friend may be 
a dog, but the elderly and 
chronically ill may find a more 
useful companion in HANG — a 
generation of devices designed 
to help the handicapped live 
more independent lives. 

HANG (home-assisted nursing 
care) is being developed by 
Stephen Kaufman of HealthTech 
Services Corp. of Northbrook 
(near Chicago) and is designed to 
take on many of the tasks that 
once could only be performed by 
expensive round-the-clock medi¬ 
cal personnel. 

The robot starts in the morn¬ 
ing with a wake-up call and a 
reminder of daily activities. If a 
person does not answer back 
or if problems arise, HANG is 
designed automatically to make 
phone calls for help to health¬ 
care coordinators and family 
members, as well as to com¬ 
munity emergency services. 

When asked, HANG provides 
instructions on changing dress¬ 
ings and how to perform various 
medical chores. It can take blood 
pressure, pulse and temperature 
readings, and dispense pills. 

“Senior citizens want to stay 
in their own homes, but often 
they are forced to move to a 
retirement village or a nursing 
home because they feel a need 
for continuously available 
support,” Kaufman said in a 
recent report. 

“Many people can’t afford a 
private nurse at home 24 hours 
a day, and the truth is they don’t 
really need a live-in nurse; they 
need HANG.” 

The machine stands about 
four feet tall, resembling a locker 
with a video display terminal on 
top. It has a drawer that opens to 
release blood-pressure moni¬ 
toring equipment and another 
opening through which medi¬ 
cations and other items are 
dispensed. 

HANG is expected to reach the 
market within two years. 

Besides general problems suf¬ 
fered by the elderly, there are 
about one million Americans 
immobilized by accidents or 
illnesses such as multiple 
sclerosis, muscular dystrophy 
and Guillain-Barre syndrome. At 
least one new high-tech device 
— the Iowa electronic elbow — 
is designed to help return in¬ 
dependence to these people. 

Electrobionics Corp. of Ankeny, 
Iowa, is just beginning to market 
the elbow after years of research 
and development funded by the 
State of Iowa and private in¬ 
vestors. Although electronic 
limbs have existed for a long 
time, the elbow is designed to 
help a patient’s existing but non¬ 
functional arm work again. 

It consists of an orthopedic 
brace with a programmable 
actuator attached. The device 
runs the elbow through a range 
of motion, stopping at desired 
positions. The patient can con¬ 
trol the device through shoulder, 
head or foot movements. 

The elbow was a technological 
and design challenge, according 
to its maker. Bob Singer, presi¬ 
dent of Electrobionics. 

“It’s completely different 
than anything that’s out there 
today,” he said. “It’s actually 
easier to design and build an 
artificial limb. We’re creating 
robotics systems that take the 
paralyzed limb along for the 
ride,” which is difficult because 
of problems with weight and 
load. 

Although the number of peo¬ 
ple who would benefit by the 
elbow is considered small. 
Singer said, “We want to help 
the people who have no options, 
no technology and no choice but 
to remain paralyzed without 
function.” 

And he has bigger applica¬ 
tions in mind. 

“I have a vision of a complete 
upper extremity system that will 
control the elbow, wrist and 
hands and make paralyzed peo¬ 
ple functional.” 

For those who have lost limbs, 
the technology just keeps get¬ 
ting better. In June 1992, a 
Swedish woman became the 
world’s first recipient of artificial 
legs attached to permanent 
anchors in the bone. 

Many amputees find that hard 
work in rehabilitation combined 
with high technology can mean 
a return to full mobility, in¬ 
cluding sports. 

At Moss’s Gail Analysis Labo¬ 
ratory in Philadelphia, for 
example, patients are custom- 
fitted with leg prostheses 
through the use of video cameras 
and “force plates” in the floor 
that measure a patient’s steps 
precisely. 

Like sensitive scales, the elec¬ 
tronic plates record the pressure 
as a patient steps down and they 
measure side-to-side and front- 
to-back forces. A computer- 
driven laser shows the force and 
direction of the step as a bright 
red line, and a two-way mirror 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Demand Side Management: 

Air-Conditioning Program 
To request this program, fill out this page, tear it out and 
send it to RECC with your bill. 

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative offers 
the qualifying member the opportunity to have a 
Peak Switch installed which allows the member’s 
air-conditioning system electrical supply to be 
interrupted during Peak Demand periods. The 
effect of this program is to assist in controlling 
Peak Demand, thus assisting in controlling power 
cost. 

Who Qualifies? Members with central air- 
conditioning or a xoom type unit on a dedicated 
circuit. Members in the Dual Fuel program 
are not eligible as they receive the benefit of 
a lower rate. The member’s electric service must 
be installed and wired in a safe and orderly 
fashion in accordance with the National Electrical 
Code. 

How Does It Work? The Peak Switch is 
installed on the unit or at the electrical panel. At 
the time of Peak Demand the electrical supply to 

I  

Name: 

Account Number: 

the unit is interrupted for- short periods of time 
until the Peak Demand period is past. 

Cost? The member incurs no cost for the 
installation of the Peak Switch and receives a 
credit of $25 per month on billing statements 
received in July, August and September. The 
Peak Switch must be installed on operational air- 
conditioning equipment before June 1 to receive 
the full $75 credit. Credit for installations after 
June 1 and before September 1 will be prorated 
as full months only. 

Emergency? In the event a member feels their 
air-conditioning system has malfunctioned due 
to the Peak Switch, contact the cooperative at 
1-800-245-7322 work days 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Other times, call (217)438-6197 and give the 
dispatcher your name, account number and 
telephone number. A serviceman will call you as 
soon as possible. 

Date: 

J 
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Demand Side Management CO 
CN 

Water Heater Program 
To request this program, fill out this page, tear it out and 
send it to RECC with your bill. 

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative offers 
the qualifying member the opportunity to have a 
Peak Switch installed which allows the member’s 
electric domestic water heater electrical supply to 
be interrupted during Peak Demand periods. The 
effect of this program is to assist in controlling 
Peak Demand, thus assisting in controlling power 
cost. 

Who Qualifies? Members with an electric 
water heater equal to or greater than 30 gallons 
in capacity and requiring a 240 volt circuit. 
Members enrolled in the Dual Fuel program 
are not eligible as they receive the benefit of 
a lower rate. The member’s electric service must 
be installed and wired in a safe and orderly 
fashion in accordance with the National Electrical 
Code. 

How Does It Work? The Peak Switch is 
installed either on the water heater or at the elec¬ 
trical panel, whichever is most accessible. At the 

time of Peak Demand, the electrical supply to the 
water heater is interrupted for short periods of 
time until the Peak Demand period is past. 

Cost? The member incurs no cost for the 
installation of the Peak Switch and receives a 
monthly credit of $3.50. The peak switch must be 
installed on an operational electric water heater 
before the first of a month to receive credit for that 
usage month. Disconnect of service anytime 
during a month will cause credit to stop with final 
billing. This credit is an estimated savings for the 
interruption of the water heater at Peak Demand. 

Emergency? In the event a member feels 
their water heater has malfunctioned due to 
the Peak Switch, contact the Cooperative at 
1-800-245-7322 work days 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Other times, call (217)438-6197 and give the 
dispatcher your name, account number, and 
telephone number. A serviceman will call you as 
soon as possible. 

Name:  Date: 

Account Number: 

J 
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Illinois would be dark 
without us 

In 86 of the state’s 102 counties, elec¬ 
tric cooperatives.are faithfully serving 
more than 600,000 citizens. They were 
formed years ago by people who 
united to improve their lives. 
Though the first mission was to 
bring electricity to remote areas, 
today the role of these not-for- 
profit utilities has expanded to 
help better the quality of life in 
many other ways. Now an estab¬ 
lished part of their communities, 
the electric cooperatives are working 
to attract and keep local businesses, to 
provide safe water supplies, to provide 
up-to-date TV and telecommunications, 
to support civic, social and youth activi¬ 
ties. They are good neighbors, and they 
still have a lot of work to do. As long as 
there are people living in that three-fourths 
of Illinois, the electric cooperatives will be 
there to serve them. 

Federal subsidies to electric utilities per consumer 

Municipal utilities Investor-owned utilities Electric cooperatives 
$92.47 $60.17 $39.48 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 

(Continued from page 12a) 
superimposes the line on the 
video of the moving leg. 

Electronic arms that can grasp 
and hold are helping arm and 
hand amputees as well, and 
special appliances have been 

devised that allow patients 
to attach tennis and squash 
rackets, billiard cues, croquet 
mallets and the apparatus of 
other games to otherwise un¬ 
used stumps. 

Whether it’s a talking robot. 

an elbow from Iowa or an elec¬ 
tronic arm, “state-of-the-art” 
is now an important factor in 
enhancing the lives of the handi¬ 
capped and disabled. 
—Rural Electric News Service. 
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Your health 

Of the 14 million people with 
diabetes in the United States, 
about half don’t know they have 
it. The consequences of living 
undiagnosed with diabetes — 
the nation’s seventh leading 
cause of death — can be fatal. 

The American Diabetes Asso¬ 
ciation aptly labels this chronic 
disease a “silent killer.” Its sig¬ 
nifying trait is high blood sugar, 
triggered by an inability to turn 
food into fuel. 

Ordinarily, the body converts 
food into a form of sugar called 
glucose. With the aid of insulin, 
a hormone produced by the 
pancreas, glucose travels from 
the blood to the cells to be used 
for energy or reserved until 
needed. 

People with diabetes, how¬ 
ever, either can’t produce in¬ 
sulin, secrete too little of it, or 
have difficulty using this life- 
sustaining hormone. Glucose 
accumulates in their blood, 
raising blood-sugar levels. Left 
untreated, high blood sugar can 
lead to the build up of poisonous 
acids called ketones in the blood 
and urine, causing possible 
coma or death. 

Although there is no cure for 
diabetes, high blood sugar can 
be controlled with proper treat¬ 
ment and nutritional planning. 
Before diabetes can be con¬ 
trolled, however, you must 
know you have it. 

Fortunately, there are warn¬ 
ing signs: insatiable thirst, 
excessive hunger, frequent 
urination, unusual weight loss, 
extreme fatigue and irritability. 
All may indicate the onset 
of the two most prevalent types 
of diabetes, insulin-dependent 
diabetes and non-insulin- 
dependent diabetes. In the 
first, symptoms appear sud¬ 
denly. Treatment includes 
daily insulin injections, coor¬ 
dinated with special meal plans 
and regular exercise. Those 
most at risk of insulin-dependent 
diabetes (once called juvenile- 
onset diabetes) are children 

Measuring 
the odds 

and young adults. 
The more common non¬ 

insulin-dependent diabetes 
typically occurs in people over 
40, who are overweight and 
have a family history of diabetes. 
Here, the warning signs come on 
slowly and may include blurred 
vision, slow healing cuts or 
bruises and numbness or tin¬ 
gling in the hands and feet. In 
this case, people normally pro¬ 
duce some insulin, and therefore 
usually don’t require insulin 
injections. Instead, they regulate 
their blood-sugar levels with 
carefully supervised diets and 
exercise programs. 

Some pregnant women de¬ 
velop a less common form of 
the disease called gestational 
diabetes. Though most regain 
normal sugar levels after giving 
birth, certain women with 
gestational diabetes have an 
increased risk of developing non¬ 
insulin-dependent diabetes. 

Diabetes is believed to be a 
genetic, or inherited, disease, 
posing greater risk to some 
groups, such as Hispanics, 
African Americans and American 
Indians. No one has studied 
whether diabetes is more wide¬ 
spread in rural or urban areas. 

Still, experts conceded that the 
factors hindering rural health 
care — low-income and limited 
access to medical providers and 
facilities — make dealing with 
diabetes harder for those in rural 
areas. 

Good health care is critical for 
people with diabetes, because 
when blood-sugar levels remain 
too high for too long, vital organs 
undergo life-threatening damage. 
Some diabetics may not realize 
they have diabetes until they 
develop a complication, such as 
kidney or heart disease, or cir¬ 
culatory problems that can lead 
to lower-limb amputations. 

Colorado’s Eastern Plains 
Diabetes Project is one of 27 
federal programs geared toward 
reducing the frequency and 
improving the treatment of two 
preventable diabetes-related 
complications: eye disorders and 
high blood pressure. 

Project coordinators have 
asked health care providers in 
this rural region to refer patients 
with diabetes to the Eastern 
Plains program. That way, par¬ 
ticipants can receive reminders, 
by mail or phone, about eye 
exams, blood pressure screen¬ 
ings and follow-up appointments. 

About 3,500 people living 
in the Eastern Plains have 
diabetes, and the network is 
in touch with 1,200 of them. 
Connie Fetters, director of 
Colorado’s Diabetes Control 
Program, says the project serves 
a crucial purpose, noting that 
the symptoms of diabetic eye 
disease or hypertension often go 
undetected. 

Similarly, indications of dia¬ 
betes also may appear vague, 
says Dawn Satterfield of the 
Centers for Disease Control. 
Some people, she explains, sim¬ 
ply adapt to the warning signs. 
“They’ll get up to go to the 
bathroom four or five times a 
night and not think anything of 
it, not realizing that this is a sign 
of diabetes.” 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Rural Hilights 
Board of directors: Jim Ayers, Richard Carpani, Kevin Duewer, George Hart, Curtis Hays, 
John H. Stephens, David White, Gregory Wilson, and Lyle Yeaman. 
Manager: Del England. 

RURAL ELECTRIC CONVENIENCE COOPERATIVE CO. 217-438-6197 AUBURN, ILLINOIS 

The new Board of Directors for Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative is pictured here. Standing from left 
are Curtis Hays (District 4), David White (District 1), Jim Ayers (District 3), Melvin Repscher (District 6), 
John Beatty (District 5) and Lyle Yeaman (District 2). Seated from left are: Daniel Lanterman, attorney, Greg 
Wilson (District 7), George Hart (District 9), Richard Carpani (District 8) and Del England, general manager. 

56th annual meeting is winner 
OH! What A Night — is the name of a song that 

could and should have been sung at the 56th 
annual meeting of members of Rural Electric 
Convenience Cooperative (RECC). All member^ 
present heard the news with the details on the 
RECC vs Soy land lawsuit and its consequences. 

All the members present voted on and witnessed 
the addition of two new district directors. All the 
members present saw and heard more information 
on the operation of your cooperative and energy 
conservation from cooperative management and 
industry displays than ever before. OH! What A 
Night. 

The festivities started with a beef ribeye steak 
sandwich dinner with all the trimmings prepared 
by Turasky's of Springfield. Displays from electrical 
safety to appliances to heating and cooling were 
available to the members for their examination and 
enjoyment. Auburn Emergency Squad performed 
blood pressure checks for members. The Town and 
Country 4-H group supplied child care for members 
wishing to concentrate on the meeting proceedings. 

In addition a child identification program was 
available for the parents and children to participate 

\in. It was also a pleasure to see Senator Karen 
Hasara and her husband there. 
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Prizes and I do mean lots of prizes. Forty-eight 
general attendance prizes were handed out along 
with 12 —$25 billing credits for members’ July 
bills. Robert Funk won the early bird prize: 
a 12-inch oscillating fan donated by Fletcher- 
Reinhart. Calvin Atchison of Glenarm won the 
grand prize. He had a choice of an electric lawn 
mower, a 10,000 BTU air conditioner or a 16 cubic- 
foot chest freezer. He chose the freezer, purchased 
from Auburn Appliance Center. Mr. Atchison 
commented, “It looks like it belongs in the house 
because of its size and color.” 

One member called the cooperative the day after 
the meeting to tell us she was going to call all her 
neighbors and let them know that they had missed 
a good annual meeting. She said, “I learned more 
at this annual meeting about my cooperative than 
all the other annual meetings put together.” 

Several other members had positive comments 
about the displays and the information which was 
made available. RECC would like to thank the 
organizations that displayed at the annual meeting. 
Auburn Appliance Center, WaterFumace of Illinois, 
and the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
all had exhibits. Without their help the quality of 
information presented could not have been attained. 

In addition, we appreciate the generosity of all the 
suppliers who donated attendance prizes. We thank 
them for helping to make the annual meeting more 
successful. Lastly, thanks to the caterer, the Auburn 
School System, the local media and V.F.W. Post 
8157 for making the annual meeting a success. 

We know there were some glitches. We will 
review the problem areas and try to correct them. 
If you are a member and have any suggestions, 
please send them to the Member Services Depart¬ 
ment at RECC. This is your annual meeting — 
without your ideas and comments we cannot suc¬ 
ceed and progress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Atchison of Glenarm are pictured 
with the freezer they chose as their grand prize. They 
had a choice of an air conditioner, an electric lawn 
mower or the freezer. He said, "It looks like it belongs 
in the house because of'its size and color." 

Manager Del England congratulates the new board 
members elected at the 56th annual meeting. From 
left are England, Curtis Hays, Melvin Repscher and 
John Beatty. 

Over 40 attendance gifts were drawn for members 
to take home. 

Manager Del England addresses the membership as 
to the past accomplishments and future challenges of 
RECC. 
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Getting the job done 

□GETHER 
Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

The horse and buggy pulls up to 

the lantern-lit farmhouse, and the 

kindly old man with the black bag 

goes up to comfort the expectant 

mother. A charming but bygone image, since today many rural 

areas have no health care personnel or facilities close by. How¬ 

ever, as they’ve dealt with so many other needs, local residents 

are working together to provide for themselves. In one central 

Illinois county, two directors of an electric cooperative led the 

effort to bring medical personnel into a small-town clinic. That’s 

one of the things that makes an electric cooperative different 

from other utilities. The people who work for it or serve on its 

board are part of the community, like the members they serve. 

As locally owned businesses, they have a stake in the well-being 

of their members. They are working to attract and keep jobs in 

the area, to bring in good supplies 

of clean water, to improve the 

rural health care situation. Success 

comes when many people work 

together toward a common goal. 

And the electric cooperatives are 

one of America’s great success 

stories. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 

(Continued from page 12a) 
Myths about the disease also 

can blur its real risks, adds 
Satterfield. One myth says that 
diabetes is rare, when in fact, 
every 60 seconds at least one 
person is diagnosed with it. Told 
they have what doctors call 
12d 

“borderline diabetes,” or diag¬ 
nosed with “a touch of sugar,” 
some people might feel safe 
ignoring the potential dangers of 
diabetes. 

But, Satterfield insists: 
“There’s no such thing as a 
‘touch of sugar.” With diabetes. 

it’s always serious.” 
The American Diabetes Asso¬ 

ciation has a simple test you 
can take to assess your risk of 
diabetes. To receive it, contact 
your local ADA chapter, or call 
1-800-232-3472. 

— Rural Electric News Service 
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crop, bake a great pie, and design a 
dandy computer program, to name 
just a few. One thing they’re espe¬ 

cially good at is cooperating. Rural people formed electric coop¬ 
eratives to improve their own lives and enjoy the conveniences 
that townspeople had. During the Flood of 1993, we’ve seen over 
and over how all kinds of people with different backgrounds and 
different interests have united for a common goal — to help each 
other. They are cooperating. The Electric Cooperatives of Illi¬ 
nois have been there, too, because they are members of the 
communities they serve. Aside from the effort they put into 
restoring electric service as quickly and safely as possible to 
stricken areas, the cooperatives have joined other 
groups and individuals who went the 

ees, vehicles and equip¬ 
ment went in to battle 
the flood waters and 
help the victims. 
Many members of 
the cooperatives 
were also on the 
scene as volunteers. 
It’s not surprising. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

extra mile to help. Emplov- 

Cooperating is just 
one of our natural 
talents around here 

Good for ALL Illinois 
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Rural Hilights 
Board of directors: Jim Ayers, John Beatty, Richard Carpani, George Hart, Curtis Hays, 
Melvin Repscher, David White, Gregory Wilson, and Lyle Yeaman. 
Manager: Del England. 

RURAL ELECTRIC CONVENIENCE COOPERATIVE CO. 217-438-6197 AUBURN, ILLINOIS 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Larry Black of rural Chatham is the 100th geothermal system to be rebated by 
RECC, and is also the first for our power supplier, Soyland Power Cooperative. 

100th geothermal system saving $ 
One hundred of anything is generally con¬ 

sidered a lot. RECC now has one hundred geo¬ 
thermal units installed in its service area. The 
owners of the 100th system are Mr. and Mrs. Larry 
Black of rural Chatham. The system is of the 
WaterFurnace brand and was sized for their 
existing home. 

Larry and Paula will be receiving a rebate from 
RECC of $1,000 within the next 30 days. In addi¬ 
tion, they will receive the very first $500 rebate 
from our power supplier, Soyland Power Coop¬ 
erative. RECC was the first cooperative in the 
Soyland system to request the rebate, which 
became available in August. 

Asked what attracted them to the geothermal 
system Mr. Black said, “The efficiency of the unit 
and the quick payback of the additional cost of the 
unit.” The geothermal unit—in conjunction with 
the dual fuel rate—will enable the Blacks to heat, 
cool and supply hot water in their home at a 
reduced cost for many years to come. 

The installer, Snell Plumbing, Heating and Air 
Conditioning of Virden, conducted a heat loss and 
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gain study with an estimated cost of operation for 
the Blacks at the time of bidding the installation. 
The system uses the Earth’s temperature to heat 
and cool the home with vertical wells bored about 
150 feet deep. This permitted the contractor to 
install the system with minimum disturbance to 
the yard. The well field is confined to an area 
about 10 feet by 20 feet, with the rest of the dig¬ 
ging needed to enter the home. 

Late-breaking news—We’ve just learned that 
the Blacks geothermal unit is not only RECC’s 
100th installation, but the first in Illinois to receive 
the extra $500 rebate from our power supplier, 
Soyland Power Cooperative. 

RECC thanks the many members who have 
installed geothermal systems or requested infor¬ 
mation about them. This type of heating and 
cooling equipment is not only efficient but is 
more environmentally safe than many other 
kinds. 

If any member or prospective member wishes 
more information about the geothermal system, 
please contact the cooperative office. 



Power Cost Adjustment goes in members' 
favor: 1 cent per kwh credit 

Positive circumstances have blessed RECC 
these past months. This good fortune is being 
passed on to the membership in the form of a 
Power Cost Adjustment credit on your September 
bill (August use). Please look at your billing state¬ 
ment to see how the credit reduced your electric 
bill by one cent for each kilowatt-hour used! 

The reduction of your bill is a perfect example 
of the benefits of an electric cooperative. Instead 
of the results of everyone’s hard work going 
to a shareholder or to some city department, 
the benefits come back directly to you, the 
member-owner. 

The board of directors and the management 
of RECC will continue to closely monitor the 
financial results of RECC operations as the 
cooperative strives to bring you the best electric 

service at the lowest possible cost. 
With everyone working together in a team spirit, 

we hope to have additional monthly bill reduc¬ 
tions (credits) in the future. 

Peak switch program is tested 
RECC’s peak switch program barely got set 

before it was severely tested. July 17, 1993, will 
be remembered as the hottest day in 1993. The 
heat index went to 115 degrees and every air con¬ 
ditioner on our system wanted to operate. This is 
the exact reason for the Peak Switch, SCADA, 
Demand Side Management Program. 

July 27 was an unusual day, and the call for 
electrical power was staggering. 

Added rebate for geothermal 
system . . . for a limited time 

Soyland Power Cooperative Ind., RECC’s power supplier, is offering for a limited time an 
additional $500 rebate for any geothermal system installed between August 1 and November 30, 
1993. The only restrictions are 1) The unit must be purchased by a distribution cooperative 
member and installed on the distribution cooperative member’s property served by the distribu¬ 
tion cooperative; 2) installed and placed in operation between August 1 and November 30, 1993; 
3) geothermal unit must be ARI 320 or 330 rated. 

RECC encourages any member who is considering a geothermal system to consider this added 
rebate. For more information contact the cooperative office. 

Help wanted: 
Would you like to spend two or three days each 

month reading meters in your neighborhood? 
How about serving as an information collection 
point during inclement weather? Your co-op is 

looking for responsible members who would like 
to serve as neighborhood meter readers or outage 
reporters. 

If you’re interested in either of these positions, 
please fill out the coupon and mail it to the co-op, 
and we’ll get back to you. 

Meter reader. To: Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative Co. 
P. O. Box 19 

outage reporter 
application 

Auburn, IL 62615 
I am interested in being a RECC neighborhood meter reader 

or outage reporter. Please send me a job application form. I 
am a member of Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative Co. coupon 

□ Meter reader □ Outage reporter 

Name 

Address 

Phone 
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Common-sense 
health tips can ease 
harvest-time stress 

Harvest time is one of the most dangerous times 
of the year for one of the country’s most dangerous 
occupations — farming. 

“Increased pressure to get crops out of the 
fields may cause additional stress to farmers 
and increase the risk for injuries caused by 
carelessness,” says Paul Gunderson, a safety 
specialist at the National Farm Medicine Center. 

American farmers have to cope with more 
stress than an average worker, according to the 
National Safety Council. Droughts, floods, pests, 
long hours, money problems and other com¬ 
plications can lead to frustration for farmers 
and their families and contribute to agriculture- 
related work accidents and illness. In 1991, 
U.S. farmers suffered 1,400 deaths and 140,000 
disabling injuries, according to the Council. These 
statistics place farming among the three most 

dangerous occupations. 
Here are some tips from the National Farm 

Medicine Center and National Safety Council that 
may help ward off unnecessary problems: 
• Acknowledge that stress exists in your life. 

That’s your first line of defense. 
• Don’t minimize your reactions to stress. Buried 

stress can cause problems. 
• Discuss problems with family, friends, clergy 

or a professional counselor to help reduce 
anxiety. 

• Eat a well-balanced diet and limit caffeine, 
alcohol and tobacco. 

• Get enough sleep. 
• Keep machinery in good condition to reduce 

breakdown that can result in stressful days. 
— Rural Electric News Service 
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Lighting the 
Christmas tree: 

From glass eggs to bubble bulbs 
Some fascinating firsts are lost in the mists of 

history, but believe it or not we know who had the 
first electrically lighted Christmas tree. 

The man who illuminated Christmas was one 
Edward H. Johnson, a vice-president of Thomas 
Edison’s newly formed Edison Electric Company. 
It was Christmas 1882, just three years after 
Edison unveiled his new electric light bulb. 

Johnson didn’t seek publicity for his electric 
Christmas tree, but a reporter for the now- 
defunct Detroit Post and Tribune spied the tree in 
Johnson’s New York City home. 

He wrote: “There at the rear of the beautiful 
parlors was a large Christmas tree presenting a 
most picturesque and uncanny aspect. It was 
brilliantly lighted with many colored globes about 
as large as an English walnut and was turning 
some six times a minute on a little pine box. There 
were 80 lights in all encased in these dainty glass 
eggs, and about equally divided between white, 
red and blue. As the tree turned, the colors alter¬ 
nated, all the lamps going out and being relit at 
every revolution. The rest was a continuous 
twinkling of dancing colors, red, white, blue, 
white, red, blue, all evening.” 

The electric tree was a sensation among the 
monied class at the turn of the century, according 
to Phillip Snyder, who researched the history of 
the Christmas tree for a book called “The Christmas 
Tree Book.” 

Within a few years, the wealthy were sparing no 
expense to construct the grandest, most brilliantly 
illuminated trees that 1890s technology allowed. 

Christmas tree parties became big social events. 
In 1895, President Grover Cleveland put electric 
lights on his White House Christmas tree. A few 
years earlier, the New York Hospital put an elec¬ 
tric tree in its children’s ward. 

“It was so arranged as to revolve slowly, and as 
it moved electric lights shone from each of its 
boughs. The children, many of whom had never 
seen anything half so fine, shouted with delight,” 
wrote a New York Times reporter who visited the 
hospital to see the tree — still a novelty in 1891. 

But it didn’t take long for the trees to spark 
controversy. A few years after it had waxed 
euphoric over the hospital tree, the New York 
Times was concerned that the whole electric 
Christmas tree idea was getting out hand. 

“The little children of the rich have grown 
critical with overabundance, and nothing short 
of an electric tree, with fairy effects . . . satisfies 
them,” an editorialist wrote. In those days the 
lights, and the electricity to run them through a 
Christmas season, could cost $2,000. 

The early electric trees were customized in 
every sense of the word. Each bulb was hand- 
wired. Individual bulbs were bought or even 
rented for the season. Wiring a tree required hiring 
a skilled electrician. 

In 1903, the Ever-Ready Company of New York 
began manufacturing ready-made strings of elec¬ 
tric lights. An “outfit,” as they were called, con¬ 
tained 28 sockets with General Electric (GE) 
bulbs, and cost $12, about what a laborer earned 
in a week. 

Throughout the early decades of the century, 
the primary unit of the electric tree, the bulb, 
was being refined. The original Christmas tree 
bulbs were tiny replicas of the classic lightbulb. 

In about 1910, GE went to a ball-shaped bulb, 
(Continued on page 12d) 
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Rural Hilights 
Board of directors: Jim Ayers, John Beatty, Richard Carpani, George Hart, Curtis Hays, 
Melvin Repscher, David White, and Lyle Yeaman. 
Manager: Del England. 
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Take extra care for holiday safety 
Before long the Christmas season will be here 

and most families will be getting their homes 
dressed for the festivities. But, don’t let the 
Christmas spirit override the safety aspect. 

Holiday safety begins when you select your 
Christmas tree. When choosing a live tree, sniff 
for the pine scent that accompanies a fresh, green 
tree. The bottom of the tree trunk should be sticky 
with sap. Bounce the trunk on the ground. If this 
causes a shower of falling needles, the tree is too 
dry and you should look for another one. 

At home, place the tree in water until you are 
ready to put it into a tree stand in the house. 

Before decorating the tree, check your strings 
of lights for cracks on frayed cords, exposed wires 
and broken sockets. Throw away faulty equip¬ 
ment immediately. Use only lights approved by 
Underwriters Laboratories (UL) or the Canadian 
Standards Association, which assure the product 
meets minimum safety requirements. Do not 
leave any light sockets empty. Children may put 
their fingers into the sockets, which could result 
in life-threatening shock. Always disconnect light 
strings while working on them. 

For outdoor decorations, use only lights rated 
for outdoor use. Avoid using bright flashing lights 
that could distract passing motorists. 

Wrap electrical tape around outdoor extension 
cord connections to make then waterproof. Keep 

connections above wet ground and hang outdoor 
sockets downward. If you must staple light strings 
to something, always use insulated staples. 

Artificial trees may be fire resistant, but few — 
if any — are fire proof. Flame-retardant chemicals 
may be sprayed on a live tree to make it less 
susceptible to fire. 

Never decorate a metallic tree with electric 
lights. Damaged insulation in the tree’s lighting 
system could charge the entire tree with electricity. 

Never use more than three standard size sets of 
light per single extension cord. 

Use only fireproof decorations. If small children 
will be near the tree, put any decorations that 
resemble candy or have sharp points or removable 
parts out of their reach. 

Avoid using glasswool or angel hair with spray- 
on snow. The two make a highly combustible 
combination. Never leave lighted candles unat¬ 
tended or place them in window sills. Use artificial 
boughs when decorating real candles. 

Do not burn your discarded Christmas tree or 
gift-wrapping paper in a woodstove or fireplace. 
This could produce a flash fire that burns in¬ 
tensely and sends sparks into a room or up the 
chimney to ignite creosote deposits. 

Finally, never leave your Christmas tree lights 
on for passing motorists to admire while you’re 
away from home. 

The cooperative way 
The cooperative way is that all members share 

in the good times as well as the tough times. We 
all shared in the ice storm of 1978. We all shared 
in the territory batdes. We all shared in the wind¬ 
storms, lighting and other challenges. 

Now positive circumstances have allowed Rural 
Electric Convenience Cooperative Co. to bring 
electrical power to you at a temporarily reduced 
cost that is being passed directly to you the 
member. This reduction is shared with the mem¬ 
bership through a Power Cost Adjustment Credit 
of $.01 per kilowatt-hour used in a given billing 
month. 

The credit has and will be available whenever 
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RECC can financially bring consistent electrical 
power to you at a reduced cost. The Power Cost 
Adjustment Credit may not always be $.01 per 
kilowatt-hour; however, whatever the savings are, 
that is what the credit will be based on. When it 
is not financially feasible the Power Cost Adjust¬ 
ment will not be used, or if needed in the other 
direction, it may be used as a cost adder. 

The commitment, support and participation of 
the membership is the lifeblood of a cooperative. 
Each and every one of the members need to make 
themselves aware of the procedures of the coop¬ 
erative and share in the triumphs as well as the 
difficult times. That is the cooperative way. 



Outdoor Holiday Lighting 
Contest Rules 

1. Contest will be restricted to Rural Electric 
Convenience Cooperative connected account 
locations. 

2. All participants will be grouped into one 
category. Any type or style of holiday lighting is 
eligible. 

3. Contestants must register on or before 
December 10, 1993. Registration may be made by 
phone or by mail. Information needed is: 

A. Name of account as shown on billing 
card. 

B. Address 
C. Phone number 
D. Is this a residence? yes no 
E. Is this the applicant’s residence or 

property? yes no 

4. Judging will be based on creativity, work¬ 

manship, overall effect and effort. The display 
must be visible at night and from a passable road 
to qualify. 

5. Judging will be conducted on the evenings 
of December 13-17 between the hours of 5 p.m. 
and 10 p.m. weather permitting. 

6. Participants will be individually judged in 
each director district and winners selected in each 
of the nine districts. First place winners will be 
eligible for the grand prize judging. Grand Prize 
will be awarded $100. Eight district winners of 
first place will be awarded $25 each. Nine second 
place winners will receive $15 each. Each winner 
will be denoted with a yard sign and pictured in 
the Rural HiLights. Presentation of awards will be 
December 20, 1993. 

7. Grand prize winner will not be eligible for 
grand prize the following year. 

Name  Account number of location to be judged  

Address   Residence? yes no 

Is this the applicant's residence or property? yes no 



One word 
makes the difference. 
It brightens the room 

when you walk into it, and lightens 
the load when you have a problem that’s 
bigger than you are. It describes that human 

tendency to help a neighbor or a stranger. It makes 
life a lot easier in the countryside, and it continues to 
work — creating jobs, providing drinkable water, helping 

teachers in their classrooms and entertaining families in their 
homes. It’s a proven success story. One word makes a difference. 

Cooperation. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 

(Continued from page 12a) 
which was colored with translucent paint. 

In the early days of the century, there was much 
more variety in tree lights. Each light was con¬ 
sidered a separate work of art — with bulbs shaped 
like strawberries, clowns, snowmen, roses and 
Santa Claus. By the end of World War II, however, 
such detail seemed quaint. 

The 1950s saw a brief vogue of bubble lights, 
the long narrow bulbs with colored liquid inside 
that bubbled at the temperature of an average 

light bulb. For a time, no tree was without its 
string of bubbling lights. 

By the 1960s, the bubble light was almost 
gone from the American landscape, a victim of 
oversaturation. 

In the 1970s the new star of Christmas tree 
lights was the midget bulb — a tiny twinkling light 
that gave a fresh look to the Christmas tree. The 
softer, more pastel colors could be clustered closer 
together for an effect like the nighttime sky. 

— Rural Electric News Service 
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