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Co-op Comments 
In 1993, your Cooperative will be providing 

members a one-time rebate for installation of an 
electric water heater with a storage capacity of 40 
gallons or larger and enrolling in the Cooperative’s 
Load Management Program. Members installing 
a qualified water heater in a newly built structure 
or one that is replacing a fossil-fired unit will 
receive a rebate of $175. Members replacing an old 
electric water heater will receive $150. If you have 
recently purchased an electric water heater or if 
you are interested in purchasing one, please con¬ 
tact the Cooperative office. 

***** 

Menard Electric line crew getting ready to energize 

service to the new Pinecrest Subdivision. 

On January 3, 1993, Dwaine E. Heyen com¬ 
pleted 10 years of service with Menard Electric. 
Dwaine is a journeyman lineman working on the 
cooperative’s line crew. 

***** 

M. Orene Lynn will complete 25 years of service 
with Menard Electric Cooperative on February 1, 
1993. Orene is the assistant data processing 
operator working in the Cooperative office. 

***** 

As a reminder, with the cold winter chill filling 
the air, now would be a good time to replace the 
filter on your forced-air furnace. Remember, 
keeping the filter clean in your furnace will 
improve its efficiency and will help keep the 
operating cost to as low a level as possible. 

The first duplex is under construction in the Pinecrest 

Subdivision. 

New subdivision to be built on Cooperative lines 
Menard Electric Cooperative extended under¬ 

ground service to Pinecrest Subdivision located 
just east of Petersburg along Route 123. The 14 
lots in Pinecrest Subdivision will feature duplexes 
and condominiums. The subdivision is located 
within the PORTA School District and promises 

to be a welcome addition to the Petersburg area. 
Charles Muller & Son is developing Pinecrest 

Subdivision with the first duplex currently under 
construction. The Cooperative is extremely 
pleased to be able to provide electric service to the 
new residential area. 
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Board meeting report 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 
held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, 
December 22, 1992, in the office at Petersburg. 
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.. 
Central Daylight Time, by vice president Carroll F. 
Cline. Directors present in addition to Cline were 
Edward L. Allspach Michael E. Carls, Morris L. 
Bell, Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. Martin and 
James G. Graff. Directors Meredith L. Womer and 
Warren D. Goetsch were absent at roll call. Also 
present were manager Dorland W. Smith, special 
services coordinator Earl L. Pillsbury, and at¬ 
torney Charles K. Smith. 

After roll call the agenda for the meeting was 
approved and vice president Cline appointed 
director Brauer to serve as temporary secretary in 
the absence of secretary Worner. 

The minutes of the November 24, 1992, board 
meeting were approved as mailed to the board 
with the notice of the meeting. The Inventory of 
Work Orders for November 1992 in the amount 
of $38,832.00 was approved. The board con¬ 
sidered the approval of bills as represented by the 
list of checks mailed to the board with the notice 
of the meeting totaling $1,331,622.14. After 
discussion, the board approved the payment of 
the bills for the month of November. The board 
approved the application of 55 new members and 
12 applications for service permits. 

Manager Smith presented the Operating Report 
for November, 1992. At this point in the meeting 
president Warren D. Goetsch entered the board 
room and assumed the duties of the chairman. 
Manager Smith reviewed the Operating Statement, 
Balance Sheet and budget comparisons with the 
board. He pointed out that the margins for the 
month of November were approximately $170,000 
greater than budgeted for the month, however, 
year-to-date margins are approximately $400,000 
below budget. Manager Smith also pointed out 
the number of members served during the month 
of November was over 8,600 and approximately 
200 greater than the same period last year. 
Kilowatt-hour sales for the month of November 
were approximately 2-million over budget. 
Kilowatt-hour sales year-to-date are lagging be¬ 
hind budget by almost 12-million. The milder win¬ 
ter of 1991-92 and the cool, damp summer of 1992 
accounted for the reduced kilowatt-hour sales. 
The Outage Summary for the month of November 
reflected about the same number of outages 
as for November 1991. The average outage hours 
per member are approximately one hour less 
than for the same period of 1991. Manager Smith 
reported that the Cooperative had no recordable 
injuries or illnesses for the month of November. 
The Sick Leave Bonus Policy was reviewed and 
the results of the plan were given to the board. 
The board approved the continuation of the sick 
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leave bonus policy for the year 1993. 
The board approved the director’s special occa¬ 

sion vouchers for the month of November. The 
board reviewed the uncollectible accounts for the 
month of November and approved said accounts 
to be written off. 

After a short lunch break, the board reconvened 
and director Bell reported on the AIEC activities 
and their recent board meeting. 

Director Carls reported on Soyland activities, 
their recent board meeting and Soyland’s discus¬ 
sion with REA and CFC regarding it’s financial 
position. 

Manager Smith presented to the board for their 
consideration the 1992 physical inventory ad¬ 
justments. After discussion the board approved 
the adjustment to the physical inventory. 

The board considered the preliminary figures to 
the 1993 budget as presented by manager Smith. 
He indicated that the narrative and cash budgets 
were not completed and recommended that the 
board withhold their final approval until the 
January board meeting. 

Building Committee chairman Allspach then 
requested that attorney Smith and special services 
coordinator Pillsbury review with the board the 
recent actions of the City Council in regard to the 
Cooperative’s request to close 5th Street between 
Jackson and Douglas Streets. Warren Goetsch, 
who had been in attendance at the December 17th 
Petersburg City Council meeting, reported to the 
board that he had received a letter from the Mayor 
of Petersburg stating that they would desire to 
keep the communications open between the 
Cooperative and the City Council. After discussion 
the board recommended that president Goetsch 
answer the Mayor’s letter, requesting that the City 
Council appoint a committee to meet with a com¬ 
mittee of the Cooperative board to investigate 
possible solutions to the Cooperative’s location 
problem. 

The board adjourned to the kitchen for a presen¬ 
tation of the remote meter reading and security 
system that the Cooperative has been investi¬ 
gating this past year After presentation by system 
engineer David Crosnoe, the board recommended 
the Cooperative staff investigate further the 
possibilities of becoming involved in installing 
security systems and remote meter reading 
devices. 

The board then retired into executive session for 
the annual appraisal and salary consideration of 
the Cooperative’s manager. 

After coming out of executive session, there 
being no further business, the board meeting was 
adjourned at 10:20 p.m. 

The next meeting of the Cooperative board of 
directors will be held Tuesday, January 26, to 
begin at 7 p.m., central standard time. 



Recall of smoke detectors ordered 
Federal regulators announced Friday that six 

brands of battery powered smoke detectors are 
being recalled because they may not sound an 
alarm during a fire. 

The Consumer Product Safety Commission said 
anyone who purchased a smoke detector after 
July 10 should check the unit immediately to see 
if it is involved in the recall. 

The detectors were made by the Seatt Corp. 
Their brand names and model numbers are: 

Black & Decker, Slim Line, SMK100-200-300; 

Jameson Home Products Inc., Code 1 2000, Model 
A, C, and D: Walter Kidde Portable Equipment 
Inc., Kidde Smoke and Fire Alarm, KSA700; 
Safety First, Baby’s Room Smoke & Fire Alarm, 
244; Funtech, Safety’s Sake, Model A; Maple 
Chase, Firex, Model A and B. 

Owners of the Black & Decker units should call 
1-800-952-1331 or return the smoke detector to 
a Black & Decker service center. Owners of any 
of the other brands should call 1-800-492-4949. 

Gas and electric water heaters — 
Is there much of a difference? 

For the past few years, the propane industry has 
told us that a propane water heater can heat the 
same amount of water for about half what an elec¬ 
tric unit costs to operate. But is this the whole 
truth? For a family of four, a typical propane water 
heater would use approximately 12-13 gallons 
of propane per person per month. This would 
amount to 48-52 gallons of propane used on a 
monthly basis. With the average price of propane 
between .70 and .80 per gallon, your monthly 
water heating costs for a propane water heater 
could be between $33.60 and $41.60. In com¬ 
parison, an electric water heater will use between 
100 and 125 kilowatt-hours per person per month 
for the same household of four. That would 
amount to 400 to 500 kilowatt-hours, at 10 cents 
a kilowatt-hour under Menard Electric rates, your 
monthly water heating costs would be between 
$40 and $50. 

Realizing there are some differences in the 
operating costs, the Cooperative has implemented 

two programs in an effort to help offset the cost 
of heating your water electrically. Members who 
install an electric water heater with a 40-gallon 
storage capacity or larger and then enroll in our 
Load Management Program are eligible to receive 
a one-time rebate. If the water heater is installed 
in a newly built structure or if the electric unit is 
replacing a fossil-fired unit, the member receives 
$175. If the new water heater is installed to replace 
an existing worn out electric unit, the member will 
receive $150. 

Under the cooperative’s load management 
program, members who use 1,000 kilowatt-hours 
monthly receive a $12 per month credit. With the 
fact that an electric water heater has a higher 
degree of efficiency and the members have access 
to our two innovative programs, an average new 
electric water heater could cost a member any¬ 
where from $28 to $38 a month. So as you can see, 
the difference in operating costs of the two units 
is very small. 

Use care when 
using portable heaters 

Portable space heaters help us keep costs down 
while keeping warm. However, all portable 
heaters present some danger. Since they give off 
heat, parts of them will be hot and will burn 
someone touching them. All may ignite nearby 
flammable materials, so keep this type of heater 
at least two feet away from them. All portable 
heaters require special care when used in the 
presence of children. Special care should be taken 
with electric heaters to keep them away from 
water, because water and electricity make a lethal 
combination. 

Do choose a certified heater. 
Do make sure it is properly connected. 
Do read labels and follow all warnings and 

instructions. 
Do keep clear space around the heater. 
Do keep a window or door partially open at all 

times when you use an unvented fossil fuel heater. 
Don't use or store flammable liquids near any 

portable space heater. 
Don't put clothes on or over the heater to dry. 
Don’t use a heater as a “foot warmer,” as the 

surface may be hot enough to cause burns. 
Don't stand close to a heater while wearing long 

robes, nightgowns, or other clothing that may 
catch fire. 

Don't let children play around the heater. 
Don't put the heater in locations where people 

can bump into them or trip. 
Don’t let dirt build up inside the heater. 
Don't use a portable electric heater in a 

bathroom. 
Don't forget regular inspections. 
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Geothermal advantages 
e Low operating costs with 

efficiencies of 300% to 
450%. 

e Provides a large portion of 
your domestic hot water 
requirements for just 
pennies. 

e Geothermal rate is 
available for qualified all¬ 
electric homes at 5.75 
cents per kilowatt-hour 
during the billing months of October-May. 

e A one-time rebate of $333 per ton. 

• Because there is no flue, the system is environmentally 
safe. 

JMMESGN 
HOME PRODUCTS 

SMOKE 
ALARM 

3 year limited warranty 
Battery included 

$6.00 per smoke alarm 
(limit three per cooperative member) 
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Co-op Comments 
On February 17, Dorland W. Smith completed 

35 years of service with Menard Electric. Dorland 
is the manager of your Cooperative. 

* * * * * 

Kevin D. Reiser will complete five years of ser¬ 
vice with Menard Electric Cooperative on March 7. 
Kevin is the member services adviser for your 
Cooperative. 

***** 

On Saturday, June 5, Menard Electric Coopera¬ 
tive will hold its 56th Annual Meeting of Members. 
Why not mark your calendar now and plan to 
join your neighbors and attend the Cooperative 
meeting? 

***** 

In most homes, smoke detectors are something 
not normally noticed or thought about, yet they 
provide you with an early warning detection 
device which can save the lives of you and your 
family in case of fire. Smoke alarms that are bat¬ 
tery operated should be tested at least twice a 
year. If you are like most of us, the smoke alarm 
is often overlooked. So please take a moment and 
test your smoke alarms today. 

Rural 
insurance????? 

Recently it has been brought to our at¬ 
tention that Cooperative members have 
once again received information about 
medical insurance. 

The questionnaire and policy currently 
being distributed has been underwritten 
by the Reserve National Insurance Com¬ 
pany and it suggests that rural electric 
cooperatives endorse the product. 

We would like to inform everyone that 
Menard Electric Cooperative is not af¬ 
filiated with this organization and has not 
made any such insurance available to 
its members through this or any other 
company. 

Cooperative accepting meter reading applications 
Your Cooperative is cur¬ 

rently accepting applications 
for contractual meter readers 
in all parts of the Cooperative 
service territory. 

The meters are generally 
read on or about the 18th of 
each month. If you are in¬ 
terested in a meter reader 
position and would like to 
fill out a formal application, 
please complete the informa¬ 
tion at the right and return it 
to the Cooperative office. 

name 

address 

account number 

Mail to: 
Menard Electric Cooperative 
P.O. Box 200 
Petersburg, IL 62675 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its regular monthly meeting Tuesday, 
January 26, 1993, in the office at Petersburg. The 
meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m., Central 
Standard Time, by vice president Carroll F. Cline. 
Directors present in addition to Cline were Michael 
E. Carls, Morris L. Bell, Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. 
Martin, James G. Graff, and Meredith L. Worner. 
Warren D. Goetsch and Edward L. Allspach were 
absent. Also present were manager Borland W. 
Smith, special services coordinator Earl L. 
Pillsbury, staff assistant Gerald E. Hedberg, and 
attorney Charles K. Smith. 

After roll call the agenda for the meeting was 
approved. 

The minutes of the December 22, 1992, board 
meeting were approved as mailed to the board 
with the notice of the meeting. The minutes of 
the December 22, 1992, executive session were 
approved as presented to the board at the meeting. 

The Inventory of Work Orders for December, 
1992, in the amount of $37,687.72 was approved. 
The board considered the approval of bills as 
represent by the list of checks mailed with the 
notice of the meeting totaling $1,109,958.11. 
After discussion the board approved the payment 
of bills for the month of December. The board 
approved the application of 43 new members and 
19 applications for service permits. 

Manager Smith presented the Operating Report 
for the month of December 1992 and also for the 
year ending December 1992. Margins for the 
month were approximately $49,000 greater than 
were budgeted. Year-to-date margins were ap¬ 
proximately $380,000 less than were budgeted. 
Kilowatt-hour sales for the month of December 
were approximately 700,000 over budget. 
Kilowatt-hour sales for the year 1992 were under 
budget by approximately 11-million. The Coop¬ 
erative ended the year with equities of 35.3 
percent, and the TIER for 1992 was 1.42. The 
Outage Summary for the month of December 
reflected fewer outage hours than for the same 
month in 1991. The average consumer outage 
hours for 1992 were approximately 1.4 hours less 
per consumer than for the year 1991. The Safety 
Report contained no recordable injuries or ill¬ 
nesses for the month of December. The Coopera¬ 
tive experienced four recordable accidents in 
1992, one of which reflected 49 days lost time. 

The board approved the director’s special 
occasion vouchers for the month of December. 
The board also reviewed the total uncollectible 

accounts for the year 1992. 
The State of Illinois Prompt Payment Act was 

discussed and the new procedure for applying a 
penalty to the State of Illinois accounts was 
discussed and approved. 

The board approved agreements for electric ser¬ 
vice for three members. 

Special services coordinator Earl Pillsbury 
presented the special services report. After an¬ 
swering several questions in regard to the report 
and member services activity, the board approved 
Mr. Pillsbury’s report. 

Director Bell then reported on the activities 
of the AIEC, their recent board meeting and a 
committee meeting dealing with the AIEC dues 
formula. 

Director Carls reported on the Soyland activities 
and discussed with the board the activities with 
REA and CFC regarding Soyland’s financial 
condition. 

Vice president Cline reported on the activities 
of the annual meeting committee, which included 
setting the date for the upcoming annual meeting 
on June 5 at PORTA High School. He provided 
dates for the appointment of a nominating com¬ 
mittee and spoke on other activities relative to the 
annual meeting. 

The appointment of delegates and alternates 
to the NRECA annual meeting and associated 
meetings to be held in Dallas were discussed. 

Manager Smith presented an evaluation of the 
FAS 106 expense and after discussion the board 
recommended that recognizing this expense be 
postponed. 

The board discussed the capital credit refund 
status. The capital credit committee will meet in 
February and make a recommendation relative to 
capital credit refunds. 

The board considered the 1993 budget along 
with the 1993 cash budget. After discussion the 
budget for 1993 as presented was approved. 

Vice president Cline then read a letter that presi¬ 
dent Goetsch had received from the Petersburg 
City Council. The City has appointed two aider- 
men to work with the board committee and 
manager Smith was directed to find acceptable 
dates and make arrangements for the committees 
to meet. 

It was decided to hold the February board 
meeting at 6 p.m. on February 23. 

There being no other business the meeting was 
adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

12b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/February 1993 



w Rural Electrification 
It was right then and it is right now 

More than 56 years ago, rural people from across 
the country organized and formed rural electric 
cooperatives like Menard Electric Cooperative. 
Through their hard work and relentless dedica¬ 
tion, they literally lit up the countryside. Many 
celebrated by burying a kerosene lantern and 
many a tear of joy was shed when rural families 
saw emancipation from a life of near drudgery 
marching up the road in the form of utility poles. 

Things are different today. Most families in the 

countryside enjoy the benefits of electricity, and 
electricity has helped to make American agricul¬ 
ture the most productive in the world. 

But the job of rural electrification is far from 
over. There is always one more pole to set, one 
more substation to be improved, one more new 
consumer to be hooked up, and one more meeting 
of our members to assess the past and face the 
future. Rural electrification — it was right then, 
and it is right now. 

What to do when the power is off 
If your power goes off, please follow these 

guidelines to help your Cooperative achieve 
a fast and safe restoration of your electric 
service: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check the meter pole, and if you have a 

breaker on the pole, make sure it is in the 
“on” position. 

3. If your service is still out, check with your 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. Call the Cooperative office to report the 
outage. If you live within the 217 area code 

and have a telephone prefix of 632, 634, 
635, or 636, please cadi 632-7746. Members 
having any other telephone prefix should 
call 1-800-872-1203. 
5. Please give the person who answers the call 

your name and account number, and any 
information you have obtained concerning 
the outage. 

Note: If your power is off for any reason 
other than a breaker being off, please do 
not try to restore the service yourself. 

Look out 
and live! 

ii 

A close pass at your field's edge 
may net you a few more rows, but 
extended farm implements can 
also snag a power pole guy wire. The result is a lot of trouble. During the busy planting 
season and — at all other times, use care around electric lines and equipment. Look 
out . . . and live to see another crop grow. 
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Consider an air-to-air heat pump 
With spring around the corner and the ther¬ 

mometer beginning to climb ever so slightly, now 
would be a good time to begin thinking of re¬ 
placing that old, inefficient air conditioner. 

A good option to consider is an air-to-air heat 
pump. On outward appearance, it looks exactly 
like an air conditioner. During the summer, the 
heat pump cools your home as efficiently as a high 
efficient air conditioner. The air-to-air heat pump 
can also provide your home with comfortable 
efficient heat with efficiencies of up to 200 percent 
and operate in outside air temperatures as low as 
10 degrees. With this added dimension, members 

have the opportunity to save money during the 
winter and summer months. 

Another distinct advantage to the air-to-air heat 
pump is the Cooperative’s $250 per cooling ton 
rebate providing the newly installed air-to-air heat 
pump has a SEER of 10.0 or greater. This rebate 
will lower the cost of the air-to-air heat pump and, 
in many cases, makes it less expensive for a 
member to purchase than a conventional air 
conditioner. 

If you would like more information or details 
on an air-to-air heat pump, please contact the 
Member Services Department of your Cooperative. 

Irrigating electrically is still the way to go 
Some questions have surfaced recently as to 

whether or not natural gas irrigation systems may 

be more cost effective to operate. 
After taking a look at several different scenarios, 

irrigation systems that use electricity to power the 
pump and towers are still the best value for the 
dollar. 

For example, an electric irrigation system with 
a 50-horsepower pump operating 748 hours per 
year on Menard Electric’s Daily Interruptible Rate 
would cost $2,714. If a member was to consider 
replacing that electric system with a natural 

gas system, the member would have to buy the 
engine, gear head, generator and other mechani¬ 
cal devices. The engine would have to be sized 
larger than 50 horsepower in an attempt to ensure 
that this system could operate all the towers and 
do all of the pumping. 

If you would like for the Cooperative to take a 
look at your specific size requirements and answer 
any questions you might have, please feel free to 
contact the Cooperative office at your earliest 
convenience. 
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Co-op Comments 
On April 10, M. Suzanne Freeland of Petersburg 

will have completed 15 years of service with 
Menard Electric Cooperative. Sue is the data 
input operator working in the Data Processing 
Department. 

***** 

If you would like to save up to $144 a year on 
your electric bills, why not contact the Coopera¬ 
tive office today and ask about our Water Heater 
Load Management Program. 

***** 

Due to the snow, freezing rain, and wind during 
the past several months, many members are 
finding trees and bushes that have been damaged. 
With warmer weather just around the corner, 
Menard Electric Cooperative encourages everyone 
to please take a look around and make sure that 
these trees and bushes are not near power lines 
before any trimming is done. If you find power 
lines located near these trees or bushes, please 
contact the Cooperative office and let us take care 
of them. 

***** 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward L. Allspach of Mt. Pulaski 
celebrated their 45th wedding anniversary on 
February 26. Ed serves on the board of directors 
of your Cooperative. Congratulations to Ed and 
Shirley. 

***** 

Cutright 

Terry L. Cutright of Petersburg was recently 
promoted to area serviceman for the Petersburg 
area. His area of service includes the Petersburg, 
Tallula, Can trail and Oakford areas. Congratula¬ 
tions to Terry on his new assignment. 

***** 

Mr. and Mrs. Morris L. Bell of Chandlerville 
celebrated their 45th wedding anniversary on 
March 14. Morris is a director on the board of your 
Cooperative. Congratulations to Morris and Doris. 

Office closing 
The Cooperative office will be closed 

April 9, in observance of Good Friday. The 
office will resume normal working hours on 
Monday, April 12. 

Critics claim REA costs 
taxpayers billions of dollars. 
The fact is, federal subsidies 
for rural co-op power amounts 
to less than $1 a year for 
every American — and 
benefits each one of them. 

That’s not New Deal. Or a 
big deal. Just a good deal. 

• Rural electric co-ops 
serve 25 million Americans 
in 46 states. 

Facts at a glance 
• Rural electric co-ops 

serve in more than 80 
percent of the nation’s 
3,136 counties. 

Consumers per mile 
by type of utility 
Municipal — 44 
lOUs - 34 
Co-ops — 5 
Menard Electric — 3.52 

Federal subsidies 
per consumer 
Municipal — $93.37 
lOUs — $61.89 
Co-ops — $46.25 

Revenue per mile of 
line by type of utility 
Municipal — $69,787 
lOUs — $56,582 
Co-ops — $ 6,505 
Menard Electric — $ 5,210 
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Board meeting report 

Menard ElectricCooperative’s board of directors 
held its regular monthly meeting Tuesday, 
February 23, 1993, in the office at Petersburg. The 
meeting was called to order at 6 p.m., Central 
Standard Time, by president Warren D. Goetsch. 
Directors present in addition to Goetsch were 
Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. Cline, Morris L. Bell, 
Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. Martin, James G. Graff, 
and Meredith L. Worner. Edward L. Allspach was 
absent. Also present were manager Dorland W. 
Smith, special services coordinator Earl L. 
Pillsbury, staff assistant Gerald E. Hedberg, sys¬ 
tem engineer David H. Crosnoe, Earl W. Struck, 
director of Legal and Public Affairs Department, 
AIEC; and attorney Charles K. Smith. 

After roll call the agenda for the meeting was 
approved. 

The minutes of the January 26, 1993, board 
meeting were approved as mailed to the board 
with the notice of the meeting. 

Earl W. Struck, director of the Legal and Public 
Affairs Department of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, addressed the board on the 
Illinois Legislative initiative, the general make up 
of the Illinois General Assembly, and how some 
of the redistricting would affect various coopera¬ 
tives. He also addressed the board in regard to 
the new administration’s attitudes and policies 
toward the Rural Electrification Administration. 
Upon Earl Struck’s presentation and answering a 
few questions, he departed the room. 

The Inventory of Work Orders for January, 
1993, in the amount of $42,028.61 was approved. 
The board considered the approval of bills as 
represent by the list of checks mailed with the 
notice of the meeting totaling $1,234,174.80. After 
discussion, the board approved the payment of 
bills for the month of January. The board ap¬ 
proved the application of 45 new members and 19 
applications for service permits. 

Manager Smith presented the operating report 
for the month of January 1993. Margins for the 
month were approximately $100,000 greater than 
were budgeted. The Outage Summary and Safety 
Report were reviewed. Manager Smith com¬ 
mented on the year-end 1992, REA form 7 which 
had been mailed to the board. Several comments 
were made and he answered questions in regard 
to the form 7. He also presented the residential 
rate comparison as distributed by the AIEC, com¬ 
paring all the residential rates of the electric 
cooperatives and utilities in the state. The man¬ 
ager’s report was approved as presented. 

Manager Smith then explained the certification 
of compliance with CFC loans, of which the board 
approved said certification. 
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The board approved the director’s special occa¬ 
sion vouchers for the month of January. The 
board reviewed the uncollectible accounts and 
approved the accounts as listed, for write-off. 

System engineer David H. Crosnoe presented 
the two-year work plan for the years 1993-94 as 
completed by the consulting engineer, Gene E. 
Richter. He explained the work that was to be 
done each year in system improvements, normal 
repair, replacement and new substations to be 
built. The board adopted a resolution approving 
the two year work plan as presented by system 
engineer Crosnoe. 

Morris L. Bell reported on the recent activities 
of AIEC. Since there was no board meeting 
in February only the ongoing activities were 
summarized. 

Director Carls reported on the Soyland ac¬ 
tivities. The Soyland board meeting was to be held 
February 24. He pointed out the recent activities 
of the finance committee. 

The board then reviewed a short video sum¬ 
marizing the recent NRECA annual meeting and 
the directors that had attended the meeting com¬ 
mented on the various panel sessions and general 
sessions they attended. 

Director Cline, chairman of the Annual Meeting 
Committee, updated the board on the activities of 
the annual meeting committee. A handout had 
been selected, the Cass County Pork Producers 
will serve the barbecued pork chop meal and he 
reminded the board that nominating committee 
names were needed by the middle of March. 

Carroll Cline, chairman of the Capital Credits 
Committee, reported on the recent capital credit 
committee meeting. He recommended that capital 
credits to estates be retired in 1993, in the approxi¬ 
mate amount of $50,000. Another $50,000 to 
be retired if permission can be received from 
REA. 

Manager Smith then presented a request for 
payment of the interim assessment to the Missouri 
Electric Works Superfund Clean Up in the amount 
of $997.79. The board approved payment of the 
interim assessment. 

The board considered a date for a special 
meeting to execute the REA and CFC loan docu¬ 
ments on our recently approved loan. A special 
meeting will be held March 8 at 7 p.m. 

Manager Smith reminded the board of the 
upcoming Legislative Conference to be held in 
Washington, D.C., on May 1 through May 5. 

Next regular board meeting will be held 
March 23, at 7 p.m. 

There being no further business the meeting 
was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 



How to protect your electrical equipment 
Normal power interruptions we would never 

even have noticed before can now disrupt our use 
of computers, video recorders and other sophisti¬ 
cated electronic devices we have in our home. 

There are four main kinds of power distur¬ 
bances that can affect electronic equipment: 
(1) transient disturbances, (2) noise, (3) voltage 
fluctuations, and (4) power outages. 

These interruptions are often less than 30 
milliseconds in length but cause damage and loss 
of memory in computers and other electrical 
equipment. Your eyes, on the other hand, 
wouldn’t even notice a power outage unless it is 
longer than 500 milliseconds. 

Transient disturbances can be caused by 
switching on and off electrical motors such as air 
conditioners and fans. Very large transients are 
generally caused by lightning. 

Electrical noise can be created by radio trans¬ 
missions, fluorescent lights and light dimming 
systems. 

Voltage fluctuations are usually indicated by 
flickering or dimming lights. This low or high 
voltage fluctuation can result from overloaded cir¬ 

cuits or the starting of large electric motors. 
The fourth form of disturbance is power out¬ 

ages, which is the total interruption of electricity 
and generally results from damage to the utility 
line or from circuit overloads in the home. 

Although these forms of interruptions or surges 
can wreak havoc with your electrical equipment, 
there are two kinds of protective devices available. 

The first type, and less expensive form of 
protection, is a power enhancement device 
which simply improves the incoming power. 
These devices will reduce or eliminant the 
effects of electrical noise, transient surges 
and voltage fluctuations. 

The other type is a power synthesis device 
which uses incoming utility power to create 
an isolated supply of electricity. This type of 
equipment can provide complete protection 
against all types of power disturbances but 
can be expensive. 

If you have questions on power interruptions or 
want more information on how to protect elec¬ 
tronic equipment in your home or business, con¬ 
tact your Cooperative. 

Deck building or other construction 
With spring time almost here and a long 

winter season behind us, people are eager to get 
busy working on new construction projects, 
such as an addition to their home, building a 
new deck, or a storage facility. However, as you 
draw up your plans, Menard Electric Coopera¬ 
tive would like to caution you and provide you 
with a few words of advice. 

Keep in mind that you may have under¬ 
ground wiring running to your home near 
the area where you plan to build your deck 
or other structure. So, before you get the spade 
and shovel out of the garage, give the Coop¬ 
erative office a call and ask to have those 

underground lines located. 
When planning a deck or a room addition, 

make sure it will not interfere with our ac¬ 
cess to the meter. Having the railing of the 
deck up against the meter would make re¬ 
moving the meter, without damage to the 
deck and meter impossible. Meters which 
are enclosed inside room additions cause dif¬ 
ficulty in both meter reading, and making 
necessary repairs to the facilities in times 
of outages. 

We must have access to the meter at all times. 
So, please remember this when planning any 
construction. 

Cooperative services and programs 
• Budget Billing 

• Security Lighting 

• Electric Safety and Energy Consumption 
Education 

• Energy Audit 

• Heat Loss/Heat Gain Calculation 

• Rebate for electric water heater installation 

• Rebate for geothermal and air-to-air heat pump 
installation 

• Monthly rate reductions for members enrolled 
in Water Heater Load Management Program 

• Sale of smoke alarms available to members 

• Geothermal rate available at 5.75 cents per 
kilowatt-hour for energy used by the geother¬ 
mal system during eight months of the year. 

If you would like more information on any 
of the above programs or services, please con¬ 
tact the Cooperative office at 1-800-872-1203 or 
632-7746. 
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Emergency standby generator 
connection on meter pole 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Notes 
All enclosures must be weatherproof. 
All metallic nipples between enclosures must use 
locknuts and insulated grounding bushings. Each 
grounding bushing must be bonded to system ground. 
Check with local co-op to see if use of PVC is permissible. 
The double pole-double throw switch must be of same 
amperage rating as meter loop main disconnect because 
it always carries full load current in normal (upper) 
position. 
The receptacle mounted in wp box and the pigtail and 
the two male connectors on the pigtail must be rated to 
handle the output (watts divided by volts) of the standby 
generator. 
There are several variations to the above drawings, 
please contact your cooperative for specific guidelines 
before connecting and putting the equipment into use. 
We urge you to contact us before you purchase a 
generator. 

Warm spring weather is just around the corner 
and with it brings the threat of tornadoes. Illinois 
ranks eighth in the nation for the average number 
of tornadoes reported each year. Advanced warn¬ 
ing forecasts and early warning systems have 
helped reduce tornado fatalities since the 1950s. 
Knowing what to do when tornados approach can 
mean the difference between life and death. 

A tornado “watch” means that conditions are 
favorable for a tornado to develop. A tornado 
“warning” means a tornado has been sighted. 
When a tornado warning has been issued, you 
should take shelter, listen to your local weather 
station, and postpone any outside activities. The 
safest place to be when a tornado strikes is an 
underground shelter, such as a basement or storm 
cellar. However, a sturdy piece of furniture can 
provide protection and could save your life. 

In a school, the best tornado shelter is an interior 
wall on the lowest level. When a tornado ap¬ 
proaches, windows should be opened slightly, but 
stay away from them. Open windows can equalize 
pressure in a building and can help deter damage. 
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Co-op Comments 
The hot, sultry days of summer are just down 

the road. Now would be a good time to have your 
existing air conditioner serviced. Keeping your air 
conditioner in proper working order and the com¬ 
pressor clear of debris will ensure peak operating 
performance this summer. 

Well maintained air conditioning equipment 
will not only keep you comfortable during the dog 
days of summer, but it will also operate more effi¬ 
ciently and save you money. 

$ $ $ $ $ 

Darlene and Gene McGee of Petersburg will 
celebrate their 30th wedding anniversary on April 
27. Darlene is a clerk working in the Cooperative 
office. 

$ :|e $ :|e 

On April 23, David Crosnoe of rural Petersburg 
will have completed 20 years of service with 
Menard Electric. Dave is your system engineer. 

£ * sfe :|e $ 

Austin Jeffrey Schenkel is the newest member 
of the Menard Electric family. He was born 
December 19 to Jeffrey and Joni Schenkel of 
Athens. Welcoming Austin home was his big 
brother, Cody. Jeff is a third year apprentice 
lineman for the Cooperative. Congratulations!!! 

***** 

This spring and summer, Menard Electric 
Cooperative will continue our meter testing 
program. The Cooperative has secured the ser¬ 
vices of Electric Lab & Sales from Mattoon to test 
single-phase meters in the Barclay, Lanesville, 

Truck bids now 
being accepted 

Your Cooperative is accepting sealed bids 
through May 7, 1993, for a 1987 V^-ton GMC 
pickup with 93,871 miles. Bids are also being 
accepted for a 1988 GMC %-ton cab-and- 
chassis-only truck with 122,328 miles. The 
trucks will be available for inspection at the 
Cooperative office from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. 

Bids received will be opened Monday, 
May 10, 1993. Members of the Cooperative are 
invited to submit bids on the trucks. The 
Cooperative reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids. 

Office closing 
The Cooperative office will be closed 

Monday, May 31, in observance of Memorial 
Day. The office will resume normal business 
hours on Tuesday, June 1. 

and Warrensburg areas. Three-phase meters 
throughout the Cooperative’s service area will be 
tested as well. 

The Cooperative will also be testing poles this 
summer in the Barclay, Lanesville, Riverton, and 
Niantic area. 

These annual maintenance programs play a 
vital role in providing you with the most reliable 
service possible. 

Budget billing begins in June 
The billing month of June marks the beginning 

of the 1993-94 Budget Billing Program. The 
budget billing plan is a method whereby a mem¬ 
ber is rendered equal monthly bills for a maxi¬ 
mum of 11 months. The budget billing cycle 
begins with the June bill and ends with the April 
bill. The May bill shows a credit or debit de¬ 
pending upon whether the member's usage was 
higher or lower than the estimated amount over 
the previous 11 months. The monthly amount is 

determined by estimating the average kilowatt- 
hours used based on actual usage of the previous 
12 months. 

For new members the budget amount will be 
determined from an estimated usage based on the 
best available data. 

If you have any questions about this program 
or should you want to apply for Budget Billing, 
please contact the Cooperative office and we will 
be glad to send you the necessary information. 
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Board meeting report 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 
held a special board meeting Monday, March 8, 
1993, in the office at Petersburg. The meeting was 
called to order at 8 p.m.. Central Standard Time, 
by president Warren D. Goetsch. Directors present 
in addition to Goetsch were Edward L. Allspach, 
Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. Cline, Morris L. Bell, 
Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. Martin, James G. Graff, 
and Meredith L. Worner. Also present were 
manager Borland W. Smith, special services coor¬ 
dinator Earl L. Pillsbury, and attorney Charles K. 
Smith. After roll call the agenda for the meeting 
was approved. The purpose of the special meeting 
was the authorization and execution of the loan 
agreements and notes with REA and CFC for Loan 
“AN6.” 

Attorney Smith explained the resolutions that 
needed to be adopted in regard to said loans and 
read resolutions that were required by REA and 
CFC. After discussion the resolutions authorizing 
the officers to execute the loan agreements and 
notes of REA in the amount of $3,500,000 and 
CFC in the amount of $ 1,500,000 were approved. 

Manager Smith discussed with the board his 
recent visit with REA area director Tom Nusbaum 
and reported that REA considered the cooperative 
in good financial condition in spite of the reduced 
margins in 1992. Manager Smith also reported 
that he had supplied REA with a current budget 
and the most recent monthly operating report. 

There being no further business to come before 
the meeting, the meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. cen¬ 
tral standard time. 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 
held its regular monthly meeting Tuesday, 
March 23, 1993, in the office at Petersburg. The 
meeting was called to order at 7 p.m.. Central 
Standard Time, by president Warren D. Goetsch. 
Directors present in addition to Goetsch were 
Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. Cline, Morris L. Bell, 
Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. Martin, James G. Graff, 
and Meredith L. Worner. Edward L. Allspach was 
absent. Also present were manager Borland W. 
Smith, special services coordinator Earl L. 
Pillsbury, staff assistant Gerald E. Hedberg, 
Gordon M. Olsen, director of Communications 
Department, AIEC, and attorney Charles K. 
Smith. 

After roll call the agenda for the meeting was 
approved. The minutes of the February 23, 1993, 
board meeting and the minutes of the March 8, 
1993, special board meeting were approved as 
mailed to the board with the notice of this 
meeting. 

Inventory of Work Orders for February 1993 in 
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the amount of $69,256.71 was approved. The 
board considered the approval of bills as rep¬ 
resented in the list of checks no. 107754 through 
no. 108265 in the amount of $1,604,916.96. After 
discussion and questions, the board approved the 
payment of the bills for the month of February. 
The board approved 38 new applications for 
membership and 11 applications for service 
permits. 

Gordon Olsen, director of the Communications 
Department of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, reviewed the 1992 member survey. 
This survey was conducted on a statewide basis 
with Menard Electric Cooperative having an 
individual cooperative survey. It compared equip¬ 
ment usage, member demographics, and attitudes 
as compared to the surveys taken in previous 
years. The results of this survey will be used by 
the cooperative in preparing future marketing 
efforts for appliances, rates and services. 

Manager Smith presented the operating report 
for the month of February. Margins for the month 
were slightly over $59,000. The margins year-to- 
date are approximately $168,000 over budget. 
The outage summary for the month of February 
was reviewed. Manager Smith commented on the 
large number of outage hours due to the ice storm 
in the middle of February that interrupted seven 
substations for four to five hours. Other outages 
for the month were less than for the same period 
in 1992. The safety report indicated that there 
were no lost time accidents or illnesses for the 
month of February. The manager’s report was 
approved as presented. 

The board approved the directors special occa¬ 
sion vouchers for the month. Three agreements 
for electric service were approved. Gary Martin, 
alternate director of the AIEC, reported on the 
recent AIEC board meeting. After his comments, 
director Bell reported on the status of House Bill 
666, introduced by the electric cooperatives to pro¬ 
vide a legislative solution to municipalities an¬ 
nexing land in the cooperative service area. 

Director Carls reported on the Soyland activities 
and the board discussed the recent Soyland 
district meeting and the proposed Soyland whole¬ 
sale rate. 

Vice president Cline reported on the activities 
of the annual meeting committee. He reviewed the 
annual meeting progress and asked for sugges¬ 
tions of members to the nominating committee. 
The following names were submitted: Dennis 
Stevens, Ronald Walpole, J. Wayne Chilton, 
Joseph Sidwell, Don Hahn, Lynn Goers, Marjorie 
Leisman, Kent Weatherby and R. Wayne Cross. 
The board approved the preceding members as 



lilfiMF!, IHI-H 

Use the earth 
to your advantage 

The cleanest, safest and most efficient way to 
heat and cool your home is right under your feet. 
That’s right. By using the geothermal system and 
tapping into the earth’s unending fuel supply, the 
constant worth of the earth can provide you with 
low year round operating costs for heating, cooling 
and water heating. 

In addition to this tremendous advantage, the 
Cooperative offers members . . . 
• a $333 per cooling ton rebate 
• a geothermal rate at 5.75 cents per kilowatt- 

hour for kilowatt-hours used by the geothermal 
system for eight months of the year 

• a heat loss/heat gain calculation can be con¬ 
ducted on your home at no cost. 

• the Cooperative can also provide you with 
sizing calculations and estimated operating 
costs and compare these costs with any other 
system 
For more information on how the advantages of 

a geothermal heating and cooling system can 
benefit you, please contact the Cooperative office. 

Notice 
Menard Electric Coopera¬ 

tive’s 56th Annual Meeting 
will be held on June 5 at 
PORTA High School in Peters¬ 
burg. Why not mark your 
calendar and attend this year? 

s M 
June 

T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 E] 
6 7 8 9 10 1 1 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 

the nominating committee, which will meet on 
Wednesday, March 31 at Gillmore’s Restaurant 
south of Petersburg, for the purpose of nominating 
directors to be elected at the upcoming annual 
meeting to be held on June 5. 

The board considered an agreement for under¬ 
ground service for a subdivision near Sherman 
and approved said agreement with changes to 
be made at the suggestion of the Cooperative’s 
attorney. 

Gary Martin reported on the activities of the 

building committee and their recent meeting with 
the City Council Committee relative to the re¬ 
quested closing of 5th Street. 

Gerald Hedberg reported on the capital credit 
refund to estates. He noted that estate refunds had 
begun as we were into a new fiscal year and funds 
have been set aside to make these retirements. 

The next regular board meeting will be held 
April 27 at 7 p.m. Central Daylight Time. 

There being no further business the meeting 
adjourned at 11 p.m. 
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Edward L. Rogers retires 
On June 1, 1958, Edward L. Rogers began 

working for your Cooperative. After completing 
his apprentice lineman training, Ed served the 
Cooperative as either a lineman on the construc¬ 
tion crew or an area serviceman for most of his 34 
plus years in the Virginia, Chandlerville and 
Arenzville areas. During that time, Ed performed 
his duties above and beyond the call on numerous 
occasions. 

Reflecting on his career, Ed cited technology as 
the biggest improvement in electric distribution, 
“When I started, the Cooperative had one line 
truck. It was an old “A” frame with no hydraulics 
to aid in digging holes or placing poles.” Ed also 
indicated that a number of Cooperative programs, 
particularly the tree trimming and pole testing 
program made huge strides in providing our 
members with the most reliable service possible. 

During his retirement, Ed plans to relax and 
enjoy life by hunting and fishing whenever 
possible. Ed is an avid golfer, so during the spring, 
summer and early fall, the golf course will prob¬ 
ably be the best place to find him. 

The years of service and experience Ed provided 
the Cooperative will be sorely missed. On behalf 
of the board of directors and employees, we wish 

Spring and summer safety 
• When using electrical equipment outdoors, 

use grounded circuits protected with a ground 
fault circuit interrupter. 

• When using electric yard equipment (electric 
mowers, hedge trimmers, weed cutters, etc.) make 
sure they have three prong plugs and double 
insulation cords and always avoid damage of the 
service cable. 

• Avoid using electrical equipment outdoors 
during rain or in wet surroundings. 

• Be sure there is ample clearance between the 
top edge of farm machinery, including antennas 
and ladders, and the lowest overhead electric line 
under which the machine needs to travel. 

• Avoid raising irrigation well pipes and other 
portable equipment, such as grain augers, near or 
around overhead electric lines. 

• Avoid or reduce electrical equipment damage 
by installing lightning arrestors at building service 
entrance and on equipment, like submersible 
pumps. Check all grounding wire/ground rod con¬ 
nections at building service entrance. 

• Keep all belts and equipment safety guards 
in place during periods of operation. 

• If lamps frequently dim or TV picture appears 
to be irregular, have a qualified electrician check 
the wiring system. The condition may be caused 
by a loose connection or it may mean the wiring 
system needs a complete overhaul. 
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after more than 34 years 

Ed and Joanne Rogers 

Ed and Joanne many happy years of retirement. 
By the way, for members who Ed shared coffee 
with regularly, it is the impression of this author 
that from time to time, he still intends to make his 
normal rounds and visit with his friends and 
fellow members of Menard Electric. Good luck and 
congratulations, Ed! 

tips 

• When planting trees, be sure the tree is 
placed in a location where roots of the tree will not 
damage the foundation of the home or under¬ 
ground lines. If, in the event, a tree is damaged 
due to storms or has grown up into overhead 
power lines, the Cooperative would encourage you 
to contact the office so the tree can be trimmed. 
Please do not attempt to trim any trees located 
near an electric line. 



Co-op Comments 
Charlie and Marjorie Cowin of Petersburg will 

celebrate their fifth wedding anniversary on 
June 4. Charlie is a retired area serviceman for 
your Cooperative. 

***** 

Randy and Georgia Avery of Petersburg will 
celebrate their 20th wedding anniversary on 
June 8. Randy is a crew leader working on the line 
construction crew for your Cooperative. 

***** 

June marks the beginning of the 1993-94 
Budget Billing cycle. Under the Cooperative’s 
budget billing plan, members pay a level amount 
on their electric bill from June through April. The 
month of May is used to balance the account. If 
you are interested in the Budget Billing program, 
contact the Cooperative for more information and 
details. 

***** 

Members installing an electric water heater with 
a 40 gallon storage capacity and enrolling in our 
Load Management Program, can receive a $150 
rebate if the new water heater is replacing an old 
existing electric unit. If the new electric water 
heater replaces a fossil-fired unit or is installed in 
a newly built structure, a member would be 
eligible to receive $175. 

On April 20, Earl L. Pillsbury was elected Mayor 
of the City of Petersburg. Earl is the special ser¬ 
vices coordinator for your Cooperative. On behalf 
of the Cooperative, we would like to congratulate 
Earl and wish him the best in his new endeavors. 

***** 

James T. Haddick was re-elected to the 
Petersburg city council on April 20. James is a 
groundman/truck driver for your Cooperative. We 
congratulate James on his success. 

Menard Electric Cooperative board president Warren D. 
Goetsch is pictured with this year's Youth to 
Washington tour winners Heather Loyd and Joe 
Knuppel. Both students live in the Havana area. 

56th annual meeting set for June 5 
The 56th annual meeting of Menard Electric 

Cooperative will be held on Saturday, June 5, 
at the PORTA High School located at the west 
edge of Petersburg. Prior to the business meeting 
at 6:30 p.m., there will be a free pork chop dinner 
served by the Cass County Pork Producers. 
Displays will be set up for your review, including 
the always popular “bargain” table where small 
appliances can be purchased at reduced prices. 

During the business meeting members will hear 
reports from the officers and manager, as well as 
elect three directors to serve for a three year term. 

At the conclusion of the business meeting. 

members will be entertained by the Gospel 
recording group, “Two by Two.” 

For nearly 57 years, Menard Electric has been 
operated by those we serve. We have grown from 
a small rural electric cooperative serving just a few 
hundred members to an electric distribution 
system serving nearly 8,600 accounts in eight 
central Illinois counties. In large part, this success 
is due to the continued interest and dedication of 
you, the members. So mark your calendar now 
and join your neighbors as we all continue to 
secure the future of Menard Electric Cooperative. 
Hope to see you on June 5. 
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Air conditioner check-up time 
The weather right now is not too hot or too cold, 

but before long those hot, muggy days of summer 
will soon be upon us. Plans for reliable summer 
air conditioning should begin now with a spring 
check-up of central or window air conditioning 
units, or heat pump systems. 

You can take care of most of the maintenance; 
clean the coils, replace the filter, lubricate the 
motor and check the belts. During the summer, 
regular maintenance procedures should also 
include keeping grass, leaves and other objects 
away from the outside unit. Indoor coils should 
be cleaned with a vacuum cleaner or brushed 

Security lighting 
Your Cooperative offers two types of security 

lights which are available for a nominal monthly 
rental fee. We offer the mercury vapor light which 
has been popular for many years at a cost of $7.35 
per month and the high pressure sodium light at 
$6 per month. A recent study by the Cooperative 
indicated that the high pressure sodium light 
creates less Kw demand and uses fewer kilowatt- 
hours than the mercury vapor, while giving off the 
same or more light. 

The monthly rental fee includes all energy used 
by the light, as well as maintenance and instal¬ 
lation, provided it is installed on an existing 
Cooperative pole. 

If you would like a security light installed or 
should you wish to replace an existing mercury 

periodically. Outdoor coils can be sprayed with a 
garden hose. Review your owners manual for 
proper start up procedures. Make sure the vents 
in your home are not blocked by furniture, cur¬ 
tains or rugs. If your equipment needs servicing, 
contact a reputable repairman who can take care 
of the more difficult tasks, such as checking ther¬ 
mostats and sensors, recharging the refrigerant 
and testing pressure. 

Well maintained air conditioning equipment 
will not only keep you more comfortable this 
summer, but will operate more efficiently and save 
you money. 

vapor light with a high pressure sodium light, 
please complete the coupon below and mail it to 
your Cooperative. 

Security lighting 
I would like to have a high pressure 
sodium light installed. 
I would like to have a mercury vapor 
light installed. 
I would like to change my mercury 
vapor light to a high pressure sodium 
light. 

name address 

account no. telephone no. 

Good ideas to keep you cool this summer 
The thought of paying high electric bills due to 

air conditioning is not very far from many of our 
minds. As you know, the cost of air conditioning 
can be somewhat expensive. However, there are 
a couple of alternatives available that can keep 
you cool while at the same time, lower your 
operating costs. 

One alternative is an air-to-air heat pump. This 
system provides you comfortable climate control, 
not only in the summer, but if you desire, it can 
also heat your home efficiently. Menard Electric 
recognizes the tremendous benefit of this system 
and offers a rebate of $250 per cooling ton to any 
member who installs an air-to-air heat pump with 
a SEER of 10.0 or greater. In many cases, this 
rebate will make the cost of the air-to-air heat 
pump system less expensive to buy than a stan¬ 
dard air conditioner. 
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Another alternative is a geothermal heating and 
cooling system. With this system, you will not 
only have the most economical system on the 
market today for cooling your home, but for 
heating your home as well. As an added bonus, 
the geothermal system greatly reduces the cost of 
heating your domestic hot water. This type of 
heating and cooling system is slightly more 
expensive to install, however, Menard Electric 
Cooperative offers a rebate of $333 per cooling ton. 
With this rebate, the difference in installation 
costs due to this type of heating and cooling 
system is generally recovered through its energy 
savings in three to five years. 

If you are interested in one or both of these 
systems, or would like to have additional informa¬ 
tion, please contact the Member Services Depart¬ 
ment at your Cooperative. 



Pool clearances 
One way to enjoy the weather and to beat the 

heat of the summer is by taking a dip in a swim¬ 
ming pool. Realizing this, many people will begin 
construction of a swimming pool in their back¬ 
yard. Unfortunately, all too often members do not 
consider overhead power lines as they stake 
out the location of their new pool. Below is a 
diagram showing clearances of electric lines over 

and adjacent to the pool area which are required 
by the National Electric Safety Code. 

Menard Electric Cooperative would like to 
encourage all members installing a pool to contact 
our engineering department so that proper loca¬ 
tion and clearances can be determined. Failure to 
do so may result in additional costs to the member 
if a line has to be relocated. 

A. 

B. 
C. 
D. 

Clearance in any direction from the water level, edge of pool, base 
of diving platform, or anchored raft 22.0 
Clearance in any direction to the diving platform or tower 14.0 
Vertical clearance over adjacent land 151/2 

Underground supply cables shall not be installed within 5 ft. of a swimming pool or its 
equipment 

Primary 
(ft) 

25.0 
17.0 
I8V2 

auxiliary 

Meter reading dates 
Many members try to assist our meter can give our meter readers will aid in secur- 

readers by making the meter more accessible ing the meter reading and help improve our 
during scheduled meter reading dates, either billing procedures. 
by moving debris from the meter area or Listed below are the meter reading dates for 
restraining their dog(s). Any assistance you June, July and August. 

JUNE 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

6 7 

13 14 

20 21 

27 28 

3 4 5 

10 11 12 

15 16 17 18 19 

22 23 24 25 26 

29 30 

JULY 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

AUGUST 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31 
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Board meeting report 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 
held its regular monthly meeting Tuesday, April 
27, 1993, in the office at Petersburg. The meeting 
was called to order at 7 p.m.. Central Standard 
Time, by vice president Carroll F. Cline. Directors 
present in addition to Cline were Edward L. 
Allspach, Michael E. Carls, Morris L. Bell, Robert 
I. Brauer, Gary L. Martin, James G. Graff, and 
Meredith L. Womer. At the time of roll call presi¬ 
dent Warren D. Goetsch was absent. Also present 
were manager Borland W. Smith, staff assistant 
Gerald E. Hedberg, auditor Ross L. Quint, and 
attorney Charles K. Smith. 

After roll call the agenda for the meeting was 
approved. The minutes of the March 23, 1993, 
regular board meeting were approved as mailed 
to the board with the notice of this meeting. 
Inventory of Work Orders for March 1993 in the 
amount of $49,381.33 was approved. The board 
considered the approval of bills as represented by 
the list of checks no. 108226 through no. 108778 
in the amount of $1,528,575.36. After discussion 
and questions, the board approved the payment 
of the bills for the month of March. The board 
approved 42 new applications for membership 
and 13 applications for service permits. 

President Warren D. Goetsch entered the board 
room and assumed the duties of president. He 
introduced auditor R.L. Quint who reviewed the 
1992 financial audit with the board. Quint pre¬ 
sented the notes to the audit and the necessary 
letters and certifications. After questions in regard 
to various items, the board accepted the audit as 
presented. 

Manager Smith presented the operating report 
for the month of March. Margins for the month 
were slightly over $61,000. Total margins for the 
year are approximately $380,000 over budget. 
Manager Smith reviewed the Outage Report for 

the month of March and the Safety Report that 
indicated one recordable incident, with no lost 
time due to the accident. He presented the board 
with 1992 revenue comparisons and total sales 
for all of the cooperatives within the state. The 

Manager’s Report was approved as presented. 
The uncollectible accounts as presented for 

write off, were approved. The board approved 
seven agreements for electric service. The special 
occasion vouchers for the directors for the month 
were approved. 

Director Bell reported on the activities of the 
AIEC, which included the current status of House 
Bill 666. This legislation would provide a solution 
where municipalities are annexing territory cur¬ 
rently being served by electric cooperatives. 

Director Carls reported on the recent activities 
of the Soyland board of directors. He announced 
that the board had adopted a new wholesale rate 
for its member cooperatives. Director Carls stated 
that the new Soyland rate should provide its 
members with a tool to encourage electric sales 
and the marketing of our product. He also dis¬ 
cussed the overall financial status of Soyland. 

Special services coordinator Earl L. Pillsbury 
entered the board room for the balance of the 
meeting and presented the Member Services 
Report for the first quarter of 1993. After an¬ 
swering several questions in regard to the report, 
the board approved the Member Services Report. 

Manager Smith reviewed with the board the 
new Soyland wholesale rate and the board re¬ 
viewed the necessary modifications to the irriga¬ 
tion rate for the interruptible times in 1993. 

Director Cline reported on the activities of the 
Annual Meeting Committee. He announced the 
entertainment and some of the final steps in 
the planning for the upcoming June 5th annual 
meeting. 

Staff assistant Gerald Hedberg reviewed the 
capital credit refunds to estates and announced 
that approximately $25,000 was being refunded 
this month with approximately $40,000 to be 
acted upon in the future. 

The next regular board meeting will be held May 
25 at 7 p.m. central daylight time. 

There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned at 10:30 p.m. 
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Three members of Menard Electric Cooperative have been reelected to the Cooperative's governing board. 
From left are James G. Graff of Middletown, Michael E. Carls of Virginia, Warren D. Goetsch of Williamsville 
and the Cooperative manager, Dorland W. Smith. The election took place during the 56th annual meeting. 

Co-op growth continues 
Menard Electric Cooperative 

continues to show steady 
growth, both in number of mem¬ 
bers and participation in the 
Cooperative’s various load man¬ 
agement and marketing pro¬ 
grams. During reports at the 
annual meeting June 5 in 
Petersburg, Menard Electric 

officials cited gains of 80 new 
services since January 1 this 
year and a continuing increase 
in membership uses for the load 
management programs. They 
said this sustained growth is the 
key factor for the Cooperative to 
maintain itself as a financially 
strong organization. 

Warren D. Goetsch of 
Williamsville, board president, 
said, “In order for the Coop¬ 
erative to continue as a finan¬ 
cially sound organization, we 
must experience growth either 
through our marketing pro¬ 
grams, with new members, or 
both. Fortunately, this has been 
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A pork chop dinner preceded the meeting. 

occurring in our service area. 
“When I became a director on 

the board of this Cooperative six 
years ago, I recall our member¬ 
ship level was hovering around 
the 8,000 mark. In December 
1992, over 8,600 bills were 
mailed out, the largest number 
in the Cooperative’s history. 
New lines must be extended to 
homes and businesses that are 
being built in our area, with 
approximately 80 new services 
having been connected on the 
Cooperative lines since the 
beginning of 1993.” 

Goetsch singled out the impor¬ 
tant role geothermal heating and 
cooling systems play in the 
Cooperative’s marketing pro¬ 
gram. He said the Cooperative 
has a 5.75 cents per kilowatt- 
hour rate for members who have 
all-electric homes with geother¬ 
mal systems. The rate is effec¬ 
tive between the September 
and May meter reading dates. 
“Members now have an alter¬ 
native to gas heat while at the 
same time giving the Coopera¬ 
tive more ways to market our 
product,” he added. 

During the business session, 
three members of the Coopera¬ 
tive were reelected to the board: 
Michael E. Carls of Virginia, 
District 3; James G. Graff of 
Middletown, District 7; and 
Goetsch, District 8. They were 
elected to three-year terms. 

The treasurer’s report of 
Robert I. Brauer of Oakford 
reflected the mild weather con¬ 

ditions during 1992. Brauer said 
total sales were down in 1992 
from the previous year. He noted 
that purchased power costs were 
up slightly in 1992, adding that 
other Cooperative expenses were 
$50,000 below those of 1991. 
Margins for 1992 were $205,838. 

Goetsch reported that the 
Cooperative returned capital 
credits in 1992 totalling $114,314 
to members who receive service 
from the Cooperative during the 
years 1945 through 1950. It was 
the first general retirement of 
capital credits for the Coopera¬ 
tive, he added. 

Manager Borland W. Smith 
told members attending the 
meeting of a rate revision this 
spring by Soyland Power Coop¬ 
erative, Menard’s wholesale 
supplier. “This rate change is a 
huge step and will allow Menard 
Electric Cooperative to market 
our product at a price that will 
be more competitive with other 
fuels,” he said. Smith added that 
the Cooperative’s various load 
management programs, in¬ 
cluding those for irrigation and 
water heaters, have helped the 
Cooperative to reduce its whole¬ 
sale costs significantly. 

Goetsch updated members on 
events in Washington, D.C., that 
affect electric Cooperatives. 
“As I am sure many of you are 
aware, the Rural Electrification 
Administration has come under 
a great deal of criticism lately. 
Even though we believe the 
criticism to be unjust, we feel 

everyone needs to play a part in 
getting our country back on its 
feet. 

“Last month the House Agri¬ 
cultural Committee approved an 
amendment to the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Act that, if passed into 
law, would increase the interest 
rate on some of the money bor¬ 
rowed from REA. It is our hope 
that other utilities will also 
have to make similar sacrifices. 
Remember, all utilities receive 
some assistance from the federal 
government. Rural electric 
Cooperatives, however, receive a 
lower annual assistance per 
member than any other utility.” 

Smith reiterated Goetsch’s 
comments about changes in the 
rural electrification loan pro¬ 
gram, noting, “The Coopera¬ 
tives are working on a solution 
that will allow us to have an ade¬ 
quate money supply at reason¬ 
able rates so that we will be able 
to maintain and operate the 
Cooperative’s physical plant.” In 
a written report prepared for the 
meeting, Smith outlined the 
importance of the Cooperative 
having access to such a money 
supply by pointing out that the 
Cooperative in November 1992 
received approval to borrow $5 
million, including $3.5 million 
from REA and the remaining 
$1.5 million from the National 
Rural Utilities Cooperative 
Finance Corporation. “These 
loans will be used to cover costs 
we have incurred for building 
new line and making improve¬ 
ments to our system,” Smith 
said. 

Prior to the meeting, members 
were served a free pork chop 
dinner. After the business 
meeting, entertainment was pro¬ 
vided by the gospel group “Two 
by Two” of Arenzville. 

Following the members’ 
meeting, the board met in a 
reorganizational session and 
reelected officers: Goetsch, 
president; Carroll F. Cline of 
Pleasant Plains, vice president; 
Meredith L. Worner of Manito, 
secretary; and Brauer, treasurer. 
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Attendance prizes — 56th Annual Meeting 
Menard Electric Cooperative 

June 5, 1993 
Supplier Gifts 
Brownstown Electric — Assortment of Spices — Buddy Romine, Ashland 
Burton Tree — Electric Weed Trimmer — Reece Kern, New Berlin 
Dalums Utility — 6 sets of 2 coffee mugs — Dick Dirks, Petersburg; E.F. 

Kramer, Riverton; Roger Hendricker, Arenzville; Dorothy Geary, 
Cantrall; Fleck Partnership, Buffalo; Harold Kaehlert, Dawson 

Drake-Scruggs — West Bend Percolator — Glenn Squires, Petersburg 
Electric Lab — Electronic bug killer — Glenn Fricke, Petersburg 
R.R. Kinyon —Sony AM/FM clock radio — Arthur Sarff, Havana 
U.S. Electric — Ceiling fan — Mary J. Gibson, Havana 
United Utility Supply — Presto electric fry pan — Crop Mate Fert., 

Petersburg 
WaterFurnace — Cheyenne touch lamp — G.S.&L. Fricke, Petersburg 

Menard Electric Cooperative prizes 
Harold V. Baker 
Rev. Robert L. Barth 
Mrs. Allen Bell 
Loida Breedlove 
Glenn Brown 
John H. Daniels 
Dale Demonbrun 
David F. Denzer 
Dale England 
Harold Everitt 
James Fischer 
Paul Fleener 
Esther A. Fricke 
Glen Gabehart 
Ralph Heinhorst 
S. Bart Henderson 
Lloyd Holliday 
Henry Hollinshead 
Elmer Meeker 
John E. Root 
Lester A. Ross 
Herbert Schone 
John R. Starrett 

Kilbourne 
New Berlin 
Cantrall 
Manito 
Springfield 
Cantrall 
Oakford 
Dawson 
Athens 
Mason City 
Arenzville 
Mason City 
Petersburg 
Petersburg 
Forest City 
Williamsville 
Petersburg 
Williamsville 
Mason City 
Petersburg 
Dawson 
Tallula 
Forest City 

Rival hand held blender 
Rival can opener 
Electric tea kettle 
Rubbermaid ice chest & thermal jug 
West Bend slow cooker 
Ice cream & yogurt freezer 
Electric pencil sharpener 
Sunbeam digital scale 
Skil cordless screwdriver set 
West Bend electric skillet 
West Bend yogurt maker 
20 ft. booster cable 
Rival hand mixer 
Steam & dry iron 
Cheyenne touch lamp 
Portable electric fan 
Hamilton Beach electric knife 
Electric grill (Early Bird) 
Magnavox clock radio 
West Bend coffeemaker 
Coleman flashlight set 
Electric curly cutter 
Electric ice crusher 

Proxy prizes 
Richard M. Barbour 
Owen Kramer 
Larry Lynn 
James M. McDonald 
Kenneth Reimer 

Ellsworth 
Chandlerville 
Oakford 
Mason City 
Tallula 

Coleman flashlight set 
Coleman flashlight set 
Coleman flashlight set 
Coleman flashlight set 
Coleman flashlight set 
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Board meeting report 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 
held its regular monthly meeting Tuesday, May 25, 
1993, in the office at Petersburg. The meeting was 
called to order at 7 p.m.. Central Daylight Time, by 
vice president Carroll F. Cline. Directors present in 
addition to Cline were Edward L. Allspach, Michael 
E. Carls, Morris L. Bell, Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. 
Martin, James G. Graff, and Meredith L. Womer. At 
the time of roll call president Warren D. Goetsch was 
absent. Also present were manager Borland W. 
Smith, special services coordinator Earl L. Pillsbury, 
staff assistant Gerald E. Hedberg, auditor Ross L. 
Quint, and attorney Charles K. Smith. 

After the roll call, the agenda for the meeting was 
approved with the addition of two items under other 
business. The minutes of the April 27, 1993, board 
meeting were approved as mailed to the board with 
the notice of this meeting. The Inventory of Work 
Orders for April 1993 in the amount of $88,887.57 
was approved. The board considered the approved of 
bills as represented by checks no. 108779 through 
no. 109059 in the amount of $2,274,406. After 
discussion and questions, the board approved the 
payment of the bills for the month of April. The board 
approved 56 new applications for membership and 
15 applications for service permits. 

Manager Smith presented the Operating Report for 
the month of April. Margins for the month were over 
$36,000. Total margins for the year are approxi¬ 
mately $438,000 over budget. He stated that the 
increased margins were due to approximately 2.6 
million additional kilowatt-hours sold year-to-date. 
Additional comments included the fact that the 
number of members being served was 138 more than 
for the same period last year. Smith indicated that 
the performance ratios and key indicators were well 
above the guidelines and the cash position of the 
Cooperative was in good condition for the month 
ending April 1993. The manager reviewed the 
Outage Report for the month of April. The Safety 
report indicated no recordable incidents for the 
month of April. The Manager’s Report was approved 
as presented. 

Manger Smith reviewed the report of the REA field 
auditor and his audit of the Cooperative’s construc¬ 
tion funds and Work Orders. The auditor stated 
that since the last audit over three years ago, the 
Cooperative had complied with the necessary 
requirements and regulations in handling construc¬ 
tion funds and work order accounting. 

Manager Smith also shared with the board a let¬ 
ter from the Chief of Operations of the REA Northeast 
Region in regards to last year’s performances. Since 
the Cooperative had not made the TIER goal for 
1992, REA required a copy of our budget, (which had 
already been furnished), and we are required to send 
a financial statement at the end of each quarter 
during 1993. Smith advised the board that the 
operating report for the first quarter ending March 
1993 had been forwarded to REA and CFC. 

The Cooperative has been advised that the recent 

loan, AN6, has been approved. All conditions have 
been met and loan funds are approved for release 
when necessary requisition has been completed by 
the Cooperative. 

The board approved the Directors Special Occasion 
Vouchers for the month. The board also approved 
three Agreements for Electric Service. The Uncol¬ 
lectible Accounts for write off were approved. 

Director Bell reported on the activities of AIEC, 
which included the current status of House Bill 666 
passed by both the House and Senate. It is now on 
the Governor’s desk for his signature. He reviewed 
the upcoming budget for AIEC and the plans for the 
selection of a new manager to replace Tom Moore, 
who will be retiring in January of 1994. 

President Goetsch entered the board room and at 
the end of director Bell’s report, assumed the duties 
of president. 

The Soyland activities were reported on by 
manager Smith. 

Directors Graff and Bell, and manager Smith 
reviewed with the board the activities of the recent 
legislative conference held in Washington, D.C. The 
prime concerns are the changes that are being 
recommended for the Rural Electrification Program. 
They advised the board that an agreement between 
NRECA and the legislators seemed to have been 
reached. Director Graff reported that he and manager 
Smith had also attended a Rural Water and Waste 
Water Disposal Seminar held in conjunction with 
the legislative conference. Many Cooperatives are 
working with rural water districts to assist them in 
obtaining funds to construct and operate rural water 
systems in areas where adequate water supply is 
lacking. 

Staff assistant Gerald Hedberg reviewed the capital 
credit refunds to estates and indicated that the goal 
of refunding $100,000 to estates during 1993 should 
be easily achieved. 

Director Cline, chairman of the Annual Meeting 
Committee, reviewed the plans for the Annual 
Meeting to be held on June 5. It was decided that the 
committee, officers and staff would hold a meeting 
on Wednesday, June 2, 1993, at 8 a.m. to finalize 
plans for the Annual Meeting. 

Under other business, manager Smith reported 
that the “Menard versus Riverton” controversy was 
being settled and that the parties had come to an 
agreement for settling their differences. 

Meetings of the Labor Committee were set for 
Tuesday, June 8, 1993. Negotiations with the Union 
should commence on or about June 23, 1993. 

Manager Smith discussed the possibility of renting 
part of the Marre property. The board agreed to 
negotiate with two businesses in the community to 
rent parcels of the property on a short term basis. 

The next regular meeting of the board will be held 
June 22, 1993, at 7 p.m.. Central Daylight Time. 

There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 
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Co-op Comments 
Mike and Christine Carls were blessed on 

June 14, 1993, with the birth of a daughter, 
Brittany Elizabeth. Mike is a director for your 
Cooperative serving the members in District No. 
3. We extend our congratulations to Mik'e and 
Chris on their new arrival and we welcome 
Brittany to the Cooperative family. 

***** 

On May 14 Doug and Robin Pettit celebrated 
their fifth wedding anniversary. Doug is an 
engineering technician working in the Coopera¬ 
tive office in Petersburg. 

***** 

Larry and Robin Power celebrated their fifth 
wedding anniversary on June 18. Larry is a third 
year apprentice lineman working on our line con¬ 
struction crew. 

***** 

On July 30, Robert and Tamara Burris will 
celebrate their fifth wedding anniversary. Bob is 
an area serviceman for the Cooperative, serving 
members in the Mason City, Middletown and 
Williamsville area. 

***** 

Janey and Vernon Ames will celebrate their 
25th wedding anniversary on August 1, 1993. 
Janey is a records clerk working in the Coopera¬ 
tive office. 

***** 

Alan D. Horn celebrated his 15th year of service 
with your Cooperative on June 26, 1993. Alan is 
a staking engineer for the Cooperative. 

On July 7 Mark and Cindie Bradley celebrated 
their 20th wedding anniversary. Mark is an area 
servicemen for your Cooperative serving members 
in the Mechanicsburg, Buffalo and Sherman areas. 

***** 

Carl and Robilee Atterberry celebrated their 
15th wedding anniversary on July 1. Carl is a 
retired general foreman, retiring in July of 1986. 

Congratulations to all!! 

Dorland Smith (right), manager of Menard Electric Co¬ 
operative, visits Country Hills Golf Course to offer best 
wishes during the grand opening of the public course. 
With Smith are Rod Robbins (left), golf professional 
at the course, and Glenn Simmering, president. The 
course is located about five miles northeast of 
Petersburg and is served by Menard Electric. 

Are you building a new grain bin? 
More and more farmers are building grain bins 

on their farms and storing the crops on site as 
opposed to taking it directly to the elevator. If you 
plan to be one of those farmers building a new 
storage bin, we encourage you to contact us and 
talk with one of our staking engineers. 

This will ensure that you will not be in violation 
of the National Electrical Code and that the new 

bin will not interfere with the surrounding elec¬ 
tric lines. Failure to contact the Cooperative may 
cost you money if the Cooperative is later forced 
to move its facilities to conform with the electric 
code. 

Our staking engineers can be reached Monday 
through Friday by calling the Cooperative office 
at 1-800-872-1203 or 632-7746. 
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Board meeting report 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 
held its regular monthly meeting Tuesday, 
June 22, 1993, in the office at Petersburg. The 
meeting was called to order at 7 p.m.. Central 
Daylight Time, by president Warren D. Goetsch. 
Directors present in addition to Goetsch were 
Edward L. Allspach, Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. 
Cline, Morris L. Bell, Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. 
Martin, James G. Graff, and Meredith L. Worner. 
Also present were manager Borland W. Smith, 
staff assistant Gerald E. Hedberg and attorney 
Charles K. Smith. 

The agenda for the meeting was approved as 
presented. Minutes of the May 25, 1993, board 
meeting were approved as mailed to the board 
with the notice of this meeting. 

The Inventory of Work Orders for May 1993 
in the amount of $70,220 was approved. The 
board considered the approval of bills as rep¬ 
resented by the list of checks no. 109060 through 
no. 109311 in the amount of $1,387,804.63. 
After discussion, the board approved the pay¬ 
ment of the bills for the month of May. The 
board approved 50 new applications for mem¬ 
bership and 23 applications for service per¬ 
mits. The board approved six electric service 
agreements. 

Manager Smith presented the Operating Re¬ 
port for the month of May. Margins for the month 
were approximately $200,000 less than bud¬ 
geted. Kilowatt-hour sales were under the amount 
budgeted due to the mild month of May and 
ample rainfall which reduced the amount of 
irrigation needed. Total margins for the year 
are approximately $200,000 over budget. Man¬ 
ager Smith indicated that the cash position 
of the Cooperative was better than anticipated 
for this time of the year. He noted the interest 
rates being paid on investments was down, 
and the interest rate the Cooperative is pay¬ 
ing CFC on variable loans was lower. Manager 
Smith reviewed the Outage Report for the month 
of May. The Safety Report indicated one re¬ 
cordable incident for the month of May with 
no lost time. The Manager’s Report was approved 
as presented. 

President Goetsch read a letter to the board 
he had recently received form REA in regard 
to comments on the audit of the Cooperative 
books for the period ending December 31, 1992. 
REA was recommending a change in the ac¬ 
counting of a deferred debit and after discussion 
a resolution was passed to expense the deferred 
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debit item, rather than to amortize it over a period 
of years. 

Special Occasion Vouchers for the directors 
were considered and approved for the month. 
The board reviewed the uncollectible accounts 
and approved the amount of $2,359.59 for write¬ 
off. 

Vice president Cline reviewed the annual 
meeting which was held on June 5. The directors 
added comments to the review for the manager to 
note. 

Director Bell reported on the AIEC activities. 
He presented the AIEC budget and proposed 
dues for 1993-94. After discussion a motion was 
approved to pay the AIEC dues, which Eire due 
July 1, 1993. 

Director Carls reported on the recent Soyland 
board meeting and related activities. He informed 
the board that the Soyland annual meeting will be 
held July 21 in Mt. Vernon. 

Director Brauer, chairman of the Labor Commit¬ 
tee, reported on the activities of the labor commit¬ 
tee and the upcoming union negotiations. 

President Goetsch made appointments of 
delegates and alternates to the AIEC annual 
meetings and NRECA and CFC regional meetings. 
Appointments to the standing committees were 
made and approved. The board elected Morris Bell 
as director to the AIEC board and Gary Martin as 
the alternate director. The board elected Michael 
Carls and manager Smith as Soyland board mem¬ 
bers and Carroll Cline as the alternate board 
member to Soyland. 

The board reviewed the settlement with the 
Village of Riverton and approved the franchise 
with Riverton, granted by their Village Board at 
their recent board meeting. 

Discussion was held in regard to board meeting 
dates and times for 1993-94. It was agreed the 
board would continue to meet on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. 

Manager Smith presented CFC’s request for con¬ 
tributing to the Integrity Fund for 1993-94, and 
the board approved the same. 

NRECA dues were discussed and the pay¬ 
ment of the dues for the year 1993-94 were 
approved. 

Stciff assistant Hedberg reported on the capital 
credit estate refunds. After discussion the 
board established a goal of refunding $100,000 on 
estates for the fiscal year 1993. 

There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned at 10:30 p.m. 



Your Cooperative must have access to its equipment! 
It has been brought to our attention that access 

to Cooperative equipment is becoming difficult in 
some locations. This equipment includes meters, 
underground cable, transformers and in some 
cases, overhead lines. 

In situations where equipment cannot be 
reached because of overgrown trees, newly built 
fences, patios, etc., Menard Electric Cooperative 
may have to enforce its “Right of Access” policy. 
This policy states that authorized representatives 
of the Cooperative shall have the right of access 
to the premises of the member at all reasonable 
times for the purpose of reading, testing or 
inspecting meters, connecting or disconnecting 
service, inspection of wiring and apparatus, and 
making repairs on lines or rights-of-way. Unrea¬ 
sonable deterrents to access of Cooperative facili¬ 
ties shall cause the service to be disconnected. 

In order to avoid this situation, please take a 
moment to look around and be sure that the 
flowers, bushes and/or trees you are planting will 
not interfere with overhead lines and are not in the 
right-of-way. Foliage that is planted in the right- 

of-way may be damaged in the event Cooperative 
facilities need to be worked on or inspected in the 
future. 

Should you have questions or concerns, please 
feel free to contact the Cooperative office. 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
is member-owned 

Menard Electric Cooperative is a member- 
owned Cooperative, and as such, margins 
(income minus expenses) are assigned to 
members on a pro-rated basis. For fiscal year 
1992, the allocation factor is .0162229258. 

To determine the amount of capital credits 
on an individual account, multiply the above 

factor by the amount paid for electric energy, 
excluding tax. As an example, energy pay¬ 
ments of $1,000 x .0162229258 equals 
$16.22 

If you would like to know more about the 
amount assigned to your account, please 
contact the Cooperative office. 

America should rely more on electricity 
America should use more electric power — not 

less — because it is more efficient, cheaper and 
reduces emissions compared to other technolo¬ 
gies, says Mark Mills, an energy consultant and 
physicist. 

Mills, a former consultant to the White House 
Office of Science and Technology Policy as well as 
the Environmental Protection Agency and Depart¬ 
ment of Energy, said a revolution in economic 
growth symbolized by the lighting of American 
over the last century has not stopped. 

“In 1986, the National Academy of Sciences 
said that in order to foster increased effi¬ 
ciency of electricity use should be promoted 
as well as electro-technologies and efforts to 
lower the real costs of electricity supply,” Mills 
said. 

“Many people have bought into the myth that 
we need to use less electricity to stabilize the 
economy,” he said. “We should run screaming in 
the opposite direction.” 

Mills cited documented research showing that 
electric alternatives to traditional technologies 
save energy from the fuel source to the point of 
use. For example, he said using an electric lawn- 
mower is 30 percent more efficient than the 
typical gasoline-powered mower. 

“Internal combustion engines are extremely 
inefficient,” Mills said. “They throw away 90 per¬ 
cent of the fuel they consume.” Electric engines 
are not only nearly 100 percent efficient, he 
said, but also significantly reduce environmental 
impact by using less energy overall. 

Source: North Dakota, February 1993 
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Money Saving Programs 
1-800-872>1203 or 632-7746 

We at Menard Electric Cooperative are here to serve you, our member owner. This is why 
we go to great lengths to provide you with the information you need. The following is a list 
of programs the Cooperative has developed to help improve the quality of your life. Should 
you need other information or have any questions please call the Cooperative office. Remember, 
it is our job to help. 

Geothermal Rate: 
Members who have an all electric home and use a geothermal heating system are 

eligible for our G.T. Rate. This rate provides our members with a substantial savings 
from the September meter reading through the May meter reading. Kwhrs used by the 
geothermal system during the above mentioned months will be billed at 5.75 cents per 
kwhr. 

Geothermal Rebate: 
Heating and cooling your home with a geothermal system is the most efficient and 

cost effective way to enjoy year-round comfort. In addition to its low operating cost to 
heat and air condition your home, the system can provide up to 60 percent of your 
domestic hot water requirements. We will be happy to run a cost analysis study on your 
home to see if a geothermal system will save you money. For members who install the 
system, the Cooperative will provide a one time rebate of $333 per ton. 

Air-to-Air Heat Pump Rebate: 
Air-to-air heat pumps have come a long way in recent years, providing members with 

a real alternative to propane or natural gas heat. Because of the extreme cold temperatures 
we experience in central Illinois, some form of back up heat may still be needed. Most 
members find that installing an air to air heat pump, gives them the opportunity to 
optimize their heating costs. Members installing a unit with a SEER of 10.0 or greater, 
are eligible for a rebate of $250 per ton. Often times this rebate will reduce the installa¬ 
tion cost to a level below a conventional air conditioner. The heat pump will air condi¬ 
tion your home for the same operating cost as a standard air conditioner. 

Electric Water Heater Rebate: 
Members who install an electric water heater with a 40-gallon storage capacity or larger 

and enroll in the Cooperative’s load management program are eligible to receive a one 
time rebate. If the new electric water heater is installed in a new structure or if it replaces 
a fossil fired unit the rebate amount will be $175. If the new electric model replaces an 
existing electric unit the rebate will be $150. 

Water Heater Load Management Program: 
Members who allow the Cooperative to control the heating elements of their water heater 

(for no longer than four hours in a given day) between June 15 and September 15, will 
receive a 3 cent per kwhr rate reduction from kwhr 600 to 1,000, every month of the 
year. This could mean a savings of up to $144 a year. 

For more information call Kevin Reiser 
1-800-872-1203 or 632-7746 
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Co-op Comments 
A new restructuring plan to go into effect 

November 1 by the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission will cause natural gas prices to 
increase over the next few years. One gas associa¬ 
tion estimated the price hike to the average home 
consumer to be $ 12 a year for the next three years. 
But, a lawyer in the Ohio Consumers Council’s 
office predicted the average household owners gas 
bill will shoot up $100 a year. 

***** 

With the heating season just around the comer, 
now would be a good time to weather proof your 
home. Apply weather stripping to doors and win¬ 
dows and caulk the cracks around all windows to 
help reduce infiltration. 

It would also be a good idea to have your fur¬ 
nace checked by a heating/cooling contractor to 
make sure it is in proper working order. Also, 
replace all furnace filters. 

'Ten commandments' 
of business 

1. Handle the hardest job first each day. Easy 
ones are pleasures. 

2. Do not be afraid of criticism — criticize your¬ 
self often. 

3. Be glad and rejoice in the other fellow’s 
success — study his methods. 

4. Do not be misled by dislikes. Acid ruins the 
finest fabrics. 

5. Be enthusiastic — it is contagious. 
6. Do not have the notion that success means 

simply money-making. 
7. Be fair and do at least one decent act every 

day. 
8. Honor the chief. There must be a head to 

everything. 
9. Have confidence in yourself. Believe you can 

do it. 
10. Harmonize your work. Let sunshine radiate 

and penetrate your relationships. 

Snowbirds — Give us a call before you leave 
If you are planning to head to a warmer climate 

this winter, please make arrangements for pay¬ 
ment of your electric bill. You can call, stop by the 
office or send a letter to notify us of your plans. 

Payment of your electric bill can be handled in 
various ways. You can make an advance payment 
of your anticipated usage. If you know the address 
of where you will be staying we can mail your bill 

to you, or you could make arrangements to have 
your bill paid by a friend or relative. In all cases, 
we would like to know how to get in touch with 
you or whomever is taking care of your farm or 
home while you are away. If there is an emergency 
or problem with your service while you are gone, 
it would be a big help to us to know whom to 
contact. 

Office closing 
The Cooperative office will be closed on Monday, September 6, 

in observance of Labor Day. The Cooperative office will 

resume normal working hours 

on Tuesday, September 7. 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its regular monthly meeting Tuesday, 
July 27, 1993, in the office at Petersburg. The 
meeting was called to order at 7 p.m.. Central 
Daylight Time, by president Warren D. Goetsch. 
Directors present in addition to Goetsch were 
Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. Cline, Morris L. Bell, 
Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. Martin and James G. 
Graff. Directors Edward L. Allspach and Meredith L. 
Worner were absent. Also present were manager 
Dorland W. Smith, special services coordinator 
Earl L. Pillsbury, staff assistant Gerald E. Hedberg 
and attorney Charles K. Smith. 

The agenda for the meeting was approved as 
presented. Minutes of the June 5, 1993, organiza¬ 
tional meeting of the board were approved as 
mailed to the board with the notice of the meeting. 
The minutes of the June 22, 1993, regular board 
meeting were approved as presented to the board 

at this meeting. 
The Inventory of Work Orders for June 1993 

was approved. The board considered the approval 
of bills as represented by the list of checks No. 
109312 through No. 109616 in the amount of 
$944,203.10. After discussion, the board ap¬ 
proved the payment of the bills for the month of 
June. The board approved 70 applications for 
membership and 14 applications for service 
permits. The board approved two electric service 
agreements. Manager Smith presented the 
Operating Report for the month of June. Margins 

for the month were approximately $90,000 less 
than budget. Total margins for the year are about 
$120,000 under budget. Manager indicated the 
cash position of the Cooperative was better than 
anticipated by the cash budget, however, there 
may be a need to use the line of credit for pay¬ 
ments during the next several months. Manager 
Smith reviewed the outage reports for the month 

of June. Outages were higher than for the same 
period last year, due to the tornado and number 

of storms that hit the Cooperative territory dur¬ 
ing June. Total outage hours for the year-to-date 
although above last year, are still within standard 

guidelines. The Safety Report indicated no re¬ 
cordable incidents for the month of June. The 
Manager’s Report was approved as presented. 

The board considered the Member Services 
Report, which was approved as presented. The 
directors’ Special Occasion Vouchers were con¬ 
sidered and approved for the month. The board 
reviewed the uncollectible accounts and approved 
the amount of $3,102.68 for write off. Director Bell 
reported on the AIEC activities. He reminded all 
directors that the AIEC annual meeting will be 
held on August 24, 25, and 26. 

Director Carls reported on the recent Soyland 
board meeting and Soyland annual meeting, held 
on June 21 in Mt. Vernon. He informed the board 
that the lawsuits between Soyland and RECC had 
been settled. 

Manager Smith discussed using cash transfers 
with the First of America Bank as a means of com¬ 
pleting future transactions with Soyland. 

Director Brauer, chairman of the Labor Com¬ 
mittee, reviewed with the board recent labor 
negotiations. After discussion, the labor contract 
as negotiated by the labor committee with IBEW 
Local No. 51 was approved. 

Manager Smith discussed the need for a line of 
credit for meeting cash requirements. He recom¬ 
mended that the board approve a resolution 
requesting the line of credit be increased to $1 
million. The board approved increasing the line 
of credit with CFC. 

Due to Soyland’s recent wholesale rate change, 
the board authorized Southern Engineering to 
make a retail rate study and prepare rate recom¬ 
mendations to the Cooperative for 1994. Manager 
Smith discussed the State of Illinois’ request to 
purchase a portion of the property at the south end 
of Petersburg for the purpose of revamping a 
bridge. After discussion, it was approved that the 
Cooperative work out a trade of that property for 
the State relinquishing part of its right-of-way in 
that area. 

Staff assistant Hedberg reported on refunds of 
capital credits to deceased members’ estates. 

Under other business, the board approved the 
employees attending the ACRE breakfast at the 
AIEC annual meeting in August. The next board 
meeting will be Tuesday, August 31 at 7 p.m. 

Their being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned at 10 p.m. 

Rural insurance??? 
They are at it again. It has been brought like to inform you that this organization is 

to our attention that the National Association in no way affiliated with Menard Electric, 
of Rural Co-op Members based in Oklahoma The Cooperative does not make available or 
City, Oklahoma, is sending information on recommend any health or life insurance to its 
insurance to our members. We would again membership. 
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Be alert during harvest season 
This fall farmers throughout the Cooperative 

service area will be hard at work bringing in this 
year’s crop. This is a happy and anxious time as 
farmers prepare to reap the benefits of their hard 
work during the summer months. 

Unfortunately, this is also the time of year when 
your Cooperative sees an increase in guy wire, 
pole, and line damage. We realize you have impor¬ 
tant tasks on your mind during this time of year 
and we do share in your concern to complete these 
tasks. However, today’s equipment is larger and 
puts the operator of the vehicle further away from 

hazards and obstacles around the perimeter of the 
field. This makes it easier to overlook guy wires 
and other objects hiding near the edge of the field. 

This year, do yourself and Menard Electric 
Cooperative a favor. Take time to check for hid¬ 
den obstacles as you go about your farm work. 
This is even more important if you have a new 
employee helping you during the harvest season. 
Don’t let a guy wire or pole hitch a ride on 
your equipment, damaging both machinery and 
Cooperative facilities. 

Is your crop dryer ready? 
Don’t wait till you start harvesting to find out 

if your crop dryer is going to operate properly. 
Take a few minutes now and run through the 
following checklist. It may save you hours or even 
days of harvest delay. 

• Inspect all wiring and panels for worn 
insulation, loose connections and worn-out circuit 
breakers. Also, check to be sure grounding wires 
are properly connected and not broken. 

• Make sure all guards, shields and overcurrent 
devices are properly installed and secured. 

• Check for worn bearings, pulleys, gear boxes, 
belts, shafts, etc. Pay particular attention to excess 
play in motor bearings. Bad bearings can ruin a 
motor. 

• Lubricate all equipment before you start it. 

If you are not sure of where to lubricate or what 
type of lubrication to use, consult your equipment 
dealer. 

• Test it. Run through a complete drying cycle 
to see that all timers and switches operate prop¬ 
erly. Let the motors run for several minutes to 
heat and distribute the new lubricant. Start the 
dryer at least twice to be sure the starting capaci¬ 
tors perform properly. 

• If you have added motors, it would be a good 
idea to check with the Engineering Department of 
Menard Electric Cooperative to make sure the 
electrical service is adequate to handle the addi¬ 
tional load. 

• Don’t forget to check over any fossil fuel-fired 
equipment used in conjunction with the dryer. 
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New employee 

Leo P. Savage 

Leo P. Savage began work¬ 
ing for your Cooperative on 
July 19, 1993, as an area 
serviceman. He is taking over 
the area once held by retired 
lineman Edward L. Rogers. 
Leo will be responsible for 
maintaining the Cooperative’s 
distribution system in the 
Beardstown, Virginia, Ashland, 
Arenzville, and Chandlerville 
areas. 

Due to his vast experience, 
Leo is a welcome addition to 
the Cooperative. We are sure 
he will prove to be a valuable 
asset in the years to come. 

Prior to his employment 
with Menard Electric, Leo 
worked 20 years for Central 
Illinois Public Service Com¬ 
pany, finishing his career 

there as a line foreman. Leo is 
also an instructor for the 
American Line Builders Ap¬ 
prentice Training Program for 
the IBEW Local Union No. 
51, No. 193 and the City of 
Chatham. 

Leo is a fellow member of 
the Cooperative, residing in 
the rural area of Bluff Springs 
with his two sons, Justin 
and Gary. During his leisure 
time, Leo enjoys playing golf, 
fishing, hunting and archery. 
He also spends a great deal of 
time at the ball park in the 
summer as he is a Little 
League coach in the city of 
Beardstown. 

We welcome Leo, Justin 
and Gary to our Cooperative 
family. 

Geothermal heating and cooling systems rate high 
Geothermal heating and cooling systems have 

proved to be a big success in many areas of the 
country. According to a recent survey commis¬ 
sioned by Associated Electric Cooperative, 301 
families that had installed a geothermal system 
were questioned and it was found that 99 percent 
would recommend it to a friend. 

The survey uncovered a number of interesting 
findings including the following: 
• 95 percent surveyed said the geothermal sys¬ 

tem had met or exceeded their expectations. 
• Consumers rated the geothermal system 9.5 out 

of 10 for air conditioning and 8.7 for heating. 

• 86 percent said the operating cost met or 
exceeded their expectations 

• 82 percent said the system was just as quiet as 
other heating source systems. 

• 87 percent were satisfied or very satisfied with 
the geothermal system installation. 

• 81 percent said the geothermal system produced 
the same or better heat. 

• 86 percent of the geothermal systems were 
equipped with a desuperheater, which transfers 
heat to the water heater for domestic hot water 
consumption. 

Check out these geothermal advantages 
It’s the most efficient heating and cooling 

system on the market. 
It heats your home in the winter and cools your 

home in the summer and substantially reduces 
your annual water heating cost. 

It is environmentally safe with no harmful gases 
emitted into the atmosphere. 

It is aesthetically appealing, as the unit is not 
visible from the outside. 
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The Cooperative offers a rebate of $333 per 
cooling ton. 

Qualified system can enroll in the Cooperative’s 
G.T. rate. Under this rate kwh’s used from the 
September meter reading through the May meter 
reading are billed at 5.75 cents per kwh. 

If you would like more details on the G.T. rate 
or the geothermal system, please contact the 
Cooperative office. 
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Co-op Comments 
On October 27, Don and Shirley Riser of Manito 

will celebrate their 20th wedding anniversary. 
Don is an area serviceman for your cooperative, 
serving members in the Manito, San Jose, Topeka 
and Forest City areas. 

***** 

Lawrence Kyes will have completed 30 years of 
service with your cooperative on October 28. Larry 
is an area serviceman serving members in the 
Havana, Kilboume, Bath and Easton areas. 

***** 

Halloween is October 31, and as we all know this 
is the time when all the little ghosts and goblins 
come out for trick-or-treats. This is also the day 
when everyone needs to take a few extra minutes 

to ensure the safety of your children. We, at 
Menard Electric, would like to wish everyone a 
happy and safe Halloween. 

***** 

With the thermometer just beginning to drop, 
some members’ thoughts turn to this year’s heat¬ 
ing season and that old inefficient furnace. If you 
find yourself in this situation, you may want to con¬ 
sider a geothermal heating and cooling system. 
This system will provide your home with year- 
round comfort at efficiencies of up to 400 percent. 

In addition to the low operating costs, Menard 
Electric Cooperative provides a $333 per cooling ton 
rebate to any member installing a geothermal sys¬ 
tem. If you are interested and would like to have 
more information on the advantages the geother¬ 
mal system provides, please contact the Member 
Services Department at your Cooperative. 

Make it a safe hunting season 
For many members the cool autumn air brings 

a renewed interest in the excitement and thrill 
of the hunting season. Unfortunately, in their 
enthusiasm to enjoy the outdoors, some hunters 
cause life-threatening situations by interfering 
with power lines. Over-zealous hunters are respon¬ 
sible for breaking insulators on power lines and 
creating other dangerous conditions each year. 

Taking target practice on insulators or birds 
sitting on power lines is not very sporting and may 
even be fatal if the line is damaged or broken. 
Damaged lines can snap and fall to the ground 
while still energized, creating a hazardous situa¬ 
tion to the hunter and anyone or anything walk¬ 
ing through the area. Random pot shots cam crack 

an insulator on the line, leaving damage that may 
not be noticeable from the ground. Over time, the 
crack can fill with moisture and cause a short, 
leaving members without service until the in¬ 
sulator is replaced. In some cases where the 
insulator is severely damaged, the line may 
become detached from the pole and drop to within 
a few feet of the ground. 

Shooting insulators and other electrical equip¬ 
ment is illegal and expensive and adds to the 
Cooperative’s operating expense. However, the 
cost is minimal compared to the potential for per¬ 
sonal injury or death. So this year, we encourage 
everyone to play it safe and enjoy the hunting 
season. 

Meter tampering is illegal and unsafe 
Tampering with your electric meter in an 

attempt to reduce or eliminate your electric bill is 
dangerous and illegal. It poses fire and safety 
hazards that could seriously injure or kill those 
“stealing” the electricity, as well as anyone else 
coming into contact with the electric facilities. 

Not only is meter tampering unsafe, it is also an 
offense against all honest, paying members. The 
loss of revenue resulting from meter tampering 
is an additional expense, which, like all other 

expenses, is paid by the members. 
Menard Electric Cooperative would like to 

remind everyone that the few dollars “saved” by 
tampering with the meter is not worth the risk of 
bodily injury or death. If you know of any “meter 
tampering” existing on the Cooperative lines, it 
is in your best interest to report these violations 
to the Cooperative office. You would be protecting 
yourself and others from a potentially dangerous 
situation. 
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Board meeting report 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s Board of Direc¬ 
tors held its regular monthly meeting, Tuesday, 
August 31, 1993, in the office at Petersburg. The 
meeting was called to order at 7 p.m.. Central 
Daylight Time, by vice president Carroll F. Cline. 
Directors present in addition to Cline were Edward 
L. Allspach, Michael E. Carls, Morris L. Bell, 
Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. Martin, James G. Graff, 
and Meredith L. Worner. Warren D. Goetsch was 
absent at time the meeting was called to order and 
entered the board room later in the meeting. Also 
present were manager Borland W. Smith, special 
services coordinator Earl L. Pillsbury, staff assis¬ 
tant Gerald E. Hedberg, and attorney Charles K. 
Smith. 

The agenda for the meeting was approved as 
presented. Minutes of the July 27, 1993, regular 
board meeting were approved as presented to the 
board with the notice of the meeting. 

The Inventory of Work Orders for July 1993 in 
the amount of $20,010.33 was approved. The 
board considered approval of bills as represented 
by the list of checks no. 109617 through no. 
109873 in the amount of $1,248,463.53. After 
discussion the board approved the payment of 
bills for the month of July. The board approved 
62 applications for membership and 18 applica¬ 
tions for service permits. 

Manager Smith presented the Operating Report 
for the month of July. Margins for the month were 
approximately $200,000 less than budget. Total 
margins for the year are about $320,000 under 
budget. TIER goals should be met if kilowatt-hour 
sales continue as projected. Outages for the month 
were considerably less than the same month last 
year. Year-to-date outages are about 20 percent 
greater than in 1992. The Safety Report indicated 
no recordable incidences for the month of July. 
Manager Smith reviewed the REA’s Borrower’s 
Statistical Profile and CFC’s Key Ratio Trend 
Analysis. These reports provide a method of com¬ 
paring the cooperatives operation during 1992 
with other cooperatives of similar size and geo¬ 
graphical location. The Manager’s Report was 
approved as presented. 

Special Occasion Vouchers were considered and 
approved for the month. The board approved one 

agreement for electric service. The board reviewed 
the uncollectible accounts and approved the 
amount of $1,615.57 for write off. 

System engineer David Crosnoe and accountant 
Chris Hinton discussed the possibility of the 
development of a subsidiary organization for 
security and meter reading purposes. President 
Goetsch appointed a committee of Carroll Cline, 
Chairman, James Graff and Meredith Worner to 
work with management and staff on the pos¬ 
sibility of developing such a subsidiary. 

Director Bell reported on the recent activities of 
the AIEC and the AIEC annual meeting. Other 
directors that had attended the AIEC annual 
meeting added their comments and reported to 
the other members of the board. 

Director Carls reported on the Soyland board 
meeting and activities of Soyland. He also men¬ 
tioned he and manager Smith were appointed to 
some new committees after the Soyland annual 
meeting and reported that he had been elected as 
assistant treasurer of the Soyland board. 

Manager Smith reviewed with the board the 
status of the CFC Integrity Fund. 

Director Brauer, chairman of the Labor Commit¬ 
tee, reviewed the recommendations of manage¬ 
ment in regard to the inside employees. After 
discussion the recommendations of the labor com¬ 
mittee in regard to wage and salary adjustments 
were approved. 

Director Martin, chairman of the Building 
Committee, reported on the investigation of the 
Menichetti property. After discussion the board 
approved the recommendation of the building 
committee to negotiate with the Menichetti family 
on the purchase of this property. 

Staff assistant Hedberg reviewed the status of 
refunds on capital credits to estates of deceased 
members. 

Under “other business” the board approved the 
contribution of $1,000.00 to the Rural Electric 
Cooperative Flood Relief Fund for use for Illinois 
residents. 

The next board meeting will be Tuesday, 
September 28, at 7 p.m. 

There being no other business the meeting 
adjourned at 10:30 p.m. 

    ^ 

Look up 
and live . . . 
safely! 
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The Cooperative needs access to its equipment 
Aggressive dogs, high weeds, shrubbery, decks, 

enclosed porches all can pose problems to the 
Cooperative when they become obstacles to 
reading the meter. 

Remember, Menard Electric needs to have 
access to its equipment, which includes meters, 
underground cable, transformers, overhead lines, 
etc. In situations where equipment cannot be 
reached due to obstacles created by the member, 
Menard Electric may have to enforce our “Right 
to Access” policy. This policy states: “Authorized 
representatives of the Cooperative shall have the 
right of access to the premises of the member at 
all reasonable times for the purpose of reading, 
testing or inspection of meters, connecting or 

disconnecting service, inspection of wiring and 
apparatus, and making repairs on lines or rights- 
of-way. Unreasonable deterrents to access of 
Cooperative facilities shall cause the service to be 
disconnected. ” 

In order to avoid this situation, please take 
a moment to look around your home to make 
sure all of the Cooperative’s equipment is ac¬ 
cessible. If you have a dog, please restrain the 
dog during the meter reading days. If you wish 
to have a calendar of those dates, please feel 
free to contact the Cooperative office. Your 
cooperation in this matter will certainly be 
appreciated by the meter reader, as well as 
Cooperative personnel. 

Meter reader applications now being taken 
Menard Electric Cooperative is currently taking applications for contractual meter readers 

throughout our service area. 
As you may recall, meter reading takes place each month during a pre-arranged three-day 

period. 
If you are interested in a meter reading position, please complete the following information 

and return it to the Cooperative office. 

Name 

Address 

Telephone No. Account No. 

When buying appliances, look beyond the price tags! 
:• Menard Electric Cooperative 

would like to encourage all of 
our members to look beyond the 
price tag when purchasing an 
appliance. Most major appliances 
sold today have a visible energy 
guide label attached to them. 
These labels indicate the effi¬ 
ciency of the unit. 

Remember, a more efficient 
appliance may cost a little more 
to purchase, but you may save a 
bundle in the long run due to its 
lower energy consumption. 
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Come See What Everyone 
Is Talking About in Home Comfort. 

Witness a geothermal heating and cooling system and 
“wet spray cellulose” insulation in a practical application 

Field Day 
Thursday, October 28, 1993 

p.m — / p.m. 

Two and one half miles northwest of 
Capital Airport. 

Hosted by Mr. and Mrs. Mark Rolens 

Free sandwiches and drinks served. 

Here’s your chance to see a geother¬ 
mal system in operation first hand. 
The geothermal heating and cooling 
system uses the stored energy from 
the earth to provide up to 60 percent 
saving on heating, cooling and water 
heating costs. 

A unique insulating material called 
“wet spray cellulose” will be on dis¬ 
play in the home. This type of insula¬ 
tion has a higher “R” value and is 
more effective in reducing air infiltra¬ 
tion than the more commonly used 
materials. 

Why not stop by and see what is 
getting the attention of home builders 
everywhere. 

Sponsored by: Menard Electric Cooperative 
and WaterFumace of Illinois 

Contractors: Collins Plumbing and Heating, Petersburg; 
Lamar-Hager Construction Company, Springfield; AHI, Springfield 

For more information, contact Kevin Keiser at: 
Menard Electric Cooperative 

Phone: (800)872-1203 
632-7746 
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Co-op Comments 
As a reminder to all hunting enthusiasts, we 

urge you to be extremely careful when around 
electrical equipment. Remember, damage to elec¬ 
trical equipment due to a gun shot is not only 
dangerous to you, but to other hunters as well. 

***** 

With the weather beginning to turn cooler, 
many members of Menard Electric are attempting 
to weatherize their homes. Applying caulk around 
windows and weather stripping around doors are 
relatively inexpensive ways to reduce the infiltra¬ 
tion of cold air into your home. Now would also 
be a good time to replace the air filter on your 
forced-air furnace. Remember, a heating system 

with a clean air filter will operate more efficiently 
and save you money this winter. If you have any 
questions about these or other weather proofing 
ideas, please contact the Member Services Depart¬ 
ment of your Cooperative. 

***** 

Phyllis McCoy of rural Petersburg will complete 
25 years of service with Menard Electric on 
November 4. Phyllis is the radio dispatcher for 
your Cooperative. Congratulations Phyllis!! 

***** 

Dorland and Marilyn Smith of Havana will be 
celebrating their 35th wedding anniversary on 
November 16. Dorland is the general manager of 
your Cooperative. Best wishes to Dorland and 
Marilyn. 

Earl L. Pillsbury retires 

In January 1967, Menard 
Electric Cooperative hired 
Earl L. Pillsbury as special 
services coordinator. His job 
was to develop and imple¬ 
ment programs and services 
that would improve the 
quality of life for all members 
of the Cooperative. 

During the past 26 and V2 

years, if an issue affected our 
members you could bet Earl 
was involved, often times in a 

leadership role. Whether he 
was championing the causes 
of our farmers and irrigators 
or performing administrative 
duties for the Cooperative, his 
dedication for perfection was 
always evident. 

Earl didn’t just limit his 
support to members of 
Menard Electric; he tried to 
help all citizens living in cen¬ 
tral Illinois. He was instru¬ 
mental in helping to develop 
Lincoln Land Community 
College into a premier learn¬ 
ing institution. 

More recently, the City of 
Petersburg was faced with 
some difficult problems that 
required a strong leader who 
could get things done. They 
didn’t have to look very far. 
This past April, Earl was 
elected mayor and has al¬ 
ready made a significant im¬ 
pact on the policies of the city. 

On September 30, 1993, 
Earl retired from Menard 

Electric, but, never fear, 
whenever the Cooperative is 
in need, we can always count 
on him for support. 

During his retirement Earl 
plans to spend time with his 
family and continue his work 
as mayor, as he helps to build 
for a brighter tomorrow in 
Petersburg. Earl is also look¬ 
ing forward to spending more 
time on his golf game, which, 
his playing partners say, is 
needed. 

Because of his leadership 
and guidance, Menard Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative is better 
today than when he arrived in 
1967. Due to the examples he 
set and the high standards he 
expected, all of the employees 
are better able to handle the 
challenges of the future. To 
many, these are accomplish¬ 
ments that are only dreamed 
of, but to Earl these were 
not dreams nor accomplish¬ 
ments, just Earl being Earl. 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its regular monthly meeting Tuesday, 
September 28, 1993, in the office at Petersburg. 
The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m.. Central 
Daylight Time, by vice president Carroll F. 
Cline. Directors present in addition to Cline were 
Edward L. Allspach, Michael E. Carls, Morris L. 
Bell, Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. Martin and 
James G. Graff. Directors Warren D. Goetsch and 
Meredith L. Worner were absent. Also present 
were manager Dorland W. Smith, special services 
coordinator Earl L. Pillsbury, staff assistant 
Gerald E. Hedberg and attorney Charles K. Smith. 

The agenda for the meeting was approved 
as presented. Minutes of the August 31, 1993, 
regular board meeting were approved as pre¬ 
sented to the board at this meeting. The Inventory 
of Work Orders for August 1993 in the amount of 
$48,249.43 was approved. The board considered 
the approval of bills as represented by the list of 
checks No. 109926 through No. 110126 in the 
amount of $1,531,016.95. After discussion, the 
board approved the payment of the bills for the 
month of August. The board approved 83 applica¬ 
tions for membership and 17 applications for ser¬ 
vice permits. 

Manager Smith presented the Operating Report 
for the month of August. Margins for the month 
were approximately $75,000 over budget bring¬ 
ing the total margins for the year to approximately 
$245,000 under budget. Outages for the month of 
August were approximately twice the number as 
for the same month last year. Outage hours and 
average outage hours per consumer are approxi¬ 
mately twice what they were in 1992. The Safety 
Report showed no recordable incidences for the 
month of August. Manager Smith reviewed the 
Cooperative’s Load Management efforts for the 
summer of 1993 and indicated there were five 
periods of control, with the average interruption 
lasting three hours. The Manager’s Report was 

Office Closing 
The Cooperative office will be closed 

Thursday, November 11, in observance of 
Veterans Day. We will re-open on Friday, 
November 12. 

The Cooperative office will also be closed 
November 25 and November 26 in obser¬ 
vance of Thanksgiving. 

approved as presented. 
Special Occasion Vouchers were considered and 

approved for the month. The board approved one 
Agreement for Electric Service. The board re¬ 
viewed the uncollectible accounts and approved 
the amount of $3,225.94 to be written off. Vice 
president Cline, on behalf of the Committee 
examining the development of a subsidiary 
organization, recommended that the board not 
consider this type of business venture at this time. 

Directors Martin and Bell and manager Smith 
reported on the recent Region V NRECA meeting 
held in Des Moines, Iowa. 

Director Bell reported on the activities of the 
AIEC and their work with the establishment of a 
self-insured worker’s compensation group. 

Director Carls reported on the Soyland board 
meeting and the activities of Soyland. 

Director Martin, chairman of the Building 
Co Timittee, reported that the Committee had suc¬ 
cessfully negotiated the purchase of the Menichetti 
family property on South 6th Street. The board 
approved the purchase of this property and 
authorized the general manager to sign the neces¬ 
sary closing documents. 

Staff assistant Hedberg reported on the status 
of refunds on capital credits to estates. The Capital 
Credit Committee will meet Tuesday morning 
October 5th at 8 a.m. 

Under other business, the board discussed the 
request from several members for disaster relief 
in the Mason County area. After considerable 
discussion, the board suggested the Cooperative, 
if requested, help in providing information to 
affected members in contacting various disaster 
relief agencies. The board discussed and approved 
a contract for janitorial services for the cooperative. 

The next board meeting will be Tuesday, 
October 26th at 7 p.m. Central Daylight Time. 

There being no further business the meeting 
adjourned at 10 p.m. 
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Second year for Geothermal Rate 
September marks the beginning of the second 

year for the Cooperative’s geothermal rate. The 
geothermal rate is in effect from the September 
meter reading through the May meter reading. 
Qualified members must have a geothermal sys¬ 
tem as their primary source of heating and cooling 
and must have an all-electric home. 

Under this rate, members will be billed 5.75 
cents per kilowatt-hour for all kilowatt-hours 
used by the geothermal system from September 
through May. In order to accurately register the 

kilowatt-hours used, a submeter will be installed 
on the geothermal system and read by a contrac¬ 
tual meter reader on a monthly basis. 

The geothermal system heats and cools more 
efficiently and at a lower operating cost than any 
other system on the market today. 

If you are interested in how a geothermal system 
can save you money, please contact the Member 
Services Department at your Cooperative. We can 
provide you with printed information and conduct 
a cost analysis study on your home. 

Beware of the padmount transformer? 
Question: What is big, green and could 

be dangerous? No, it’s not leftovers in the 
refrigerator. Answer: A padmount trans¬ 
former. In neighborhoods where there are 
no utility poles, electric wires run under¬ 
ground. These wires hook into a green metal 

box called a padmount transformer. If you 
have one in your yard, obey the warning 
sign and stay away. If you see a padmount 
transformer that is unlocked or open, please 
contact the Cooperative office as soon as 
possible. 

Waterlogged pumps can produce unnecessarily high electric bills 
Does the pump on your pressure water system 

start almost every time you run water? If it does, 
then the pressure tank is probably suffering from 
a common ailment known as “waterlogging.” In 
other words, it is too full of water. 

It is necessary to have a cushion of air above the 
water. The air is compressed as water is pumped 
into the tank and expands as water is withdrawn. 
The larger the air cushion, the more water the 
tank can deliver between any given extremes of 
pressure. 

Most farm water systems have pressure switches 
adjusted to start the pump when the pressure 
drops to 20 pounds and stop it when it reaches 40 
pounds. A 42-gallon pressure tank, the size used 
in many farm water systems, can deliver about 
seven gallons of water between pressures of 40 
and 20 pounds. 

The size of the air cushion will not remain 
constant. Water absorbs the air, so eventually 

the air cushion becomes so small that, by even 
drawing a very small amount of water, it will 
cause the pump motor to start and stop. 

Manufacturers have devised various methods to 
solve this problem. One method is to have an air 
valve controlled by a float inside the pressure 
tank. 

When the water level in the tank rises too high, 
the float opens an air valve and permits the pump 
to “sniff’ the air, which is carried into the tank 
with the water. 

Should the valve core begin to leak, do not 
replace it with an auto tire valve core. The auto 
tire core has a much stronger spring and the pump 
cannot suck air through the water. 

Frequent starting and stopping also causes 
undue wear on the pump and motor. 

Allowing the water pump to operate in a water¬ 
logged condition means an unnecessary main¬ 
tenance expense and a much higher electric bill. 

Are you planning to go away this winter? 
If you are planning to head to a warmer climate 

this winter, such as Arizona, California, or Florida, 
please make arrangements for payment of your 
electric bill. You can call, stop by or drop us a note 
to notify us that you will be gone and how long 
you plan to stay. 

While you are away, payment of your electric 
bill can be handled in various ways. You can make 
a pre-payment or arrangements can be made with 

a friend or relative to pay your bill for you. If you 
know the address where you will be staying, we 
can mail your bill to you. 

In any case, we would like to know how to get 
in touch with you or whomever is taking care of 
your farm or home while you are away. If there 
is an emergency or problem with service while you 
are gone, it would be a big help to know whom to 
contact. 
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Is your home wiring safe? 
Electricity has become such a part of our lives 

that people take it for granted. 
This can be costly and dangerous thinking. 
The wiring in your home requires maintenance 

and regular inspection. Wiring wears out just like 
anything else. 

Each time any new electrical load is added 
to your home, you should review the part of 
your electrical system which will handle the new 
load. 

If your home’s electric wiring hasn’t been pro¬ 
fessionally inspected within the past several years, 
contact a qualified electrician. 

Indoor checklist 
□ I check electrical cords for frays and nicks. 
□ I make sure plugs and prongs aren’t loose or 

worn. 
□ I don’t place cords where they could be tripped 

over or receive excessive wear (like under rugs). 

□ I never use an electric tool or appliance if my 
hands or feet are wet or if I’m standing in water 
or on damp ground. 

□ I know the location of my fuse box or circuit 
breaker panel. 

□ I equip my home with an approved fire ex¬ 
tinguisher for electrical fires and check it 
periodically. 

□ I never attempt to do home wiring improve¬ 
ments myself. 

□ I insert specially designed plastic caps in low 
wall outlets when not in use to protect small 
children. 

□ I teach my children these safety rules of 
in-home electrical safety. 

□ I look for an Underwriter’s Laboratory label on 
every appliance I buy. 

□ I don’t risk overloading wall outlets with 
adapters. 

□ I turn off and repair any appliance that sput¬ 
ters, stalls, or gives the slightest shock. 

Ground-fault circuit 
interrupters instantly 
detect shorts and shut 
off electricity before 
anyone is injured. 

Safety tips for rural homeowners 
If you’re a rural homeowner who maintains a 

few acres beyond city limits, there are important 
safety tips that can make your use of electricity 
safer and more efficient. While electricity is one 
of the safest forms of energy, the absence of elec¬ 
trical codes and inspections in rural areas means 
that homeowners must take greater responsibility 
for recognizing unsafe wiring and other hazardous 
conditions. Here are a few guidelines that can save 
lives, property and money: 
Use ground-fault circuit interrupters (GFCI) 

Use wherever electricity, water, and you come 
together. GFCI’s are electrical protection devices 
that sense a ground-fault, or short, and instantly 
disconnect the circuit. Unlike fuses and circuit 
breakers that depend on heavy overloads or shorts 
to function. GFCI’s sense even small electrical 

faults and disconnect the circuit before anyone is 
injured. This is particularly important for outdoor 
and farmstead electric use in operating power 
tools, lawn trimmers, hedge clippers, power spray 
washers, and all electric use around swimming 
pools and hot tubs. Some GFCI’s are designed to 
replace standard outlets; other portable units 
simply plug into existing outlets and can be 
moved form one location to another. For new 
homes and additions, the National Electrical Code 
requires the use of GFCI’s in garages, bathrooms, 
and on outdoor receptacles. Around pools, use 
GFCI’s on lighting fixtures, recirculating pumps 
and on all receptacles within 20 feet of the pool. 

Ground-fault circuit interrupters can be pur¬ 
chased at any major hardware and electric sup¬ 
ply store. 
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Board of Directors 
Edward L. Allspach Warren D. Goetsch 
Morris L. Bell 
Robert I. Brauer 
Michael E. Carls 
Carroll F. Cline 

James G. Graff 
Gary L. Martin 
Meredith L. Worner 

Cooperative personnel 
Borland W. Smith, Manager 
Janey L. Ames 
Randolph J. Avery 
Mark A. Bradley 
Robert P. Burris 
David H. Crosnoe 
Terry L. Cutright 
W.R. (Casey) Duncheon 
Terry W. Entwistle 
M. Suzanne Freeland 
James T. Haddick 
Ronny R. Harden 
Gerald E. Hedberg 

Dwaine E. Heyen 
Christopher P. Hinton 
Alan D. Horn 
Wayne E. Jones 
Kevin D. Keiser 
Lawrence D. Kyes 
M. Orene Lynn 
Phyllis A. McCoy 
Darlene M. McGee 
Evelyn P. McLaughlin 
Brock D. Meyer 
John D. (Dan) Morgan 
Douglas S. Pettit 

Larry D. Power 
Judith A. Powers 
Donald R. Riser 
Rhonda K. Satorius 
Leo P. Savage 
Jeffery D. Schenkel 
Troy S. Shafer 
John O. Shelton 
Corey M. Stone 
Marcel Verreault 
John H. Whitehurst 

Office closing 
The Cooperative office will be closed December 23 and 24 in observance of the 

Christmas holiday. The Cooperative will also be closed on Friday, December 31, in 
celebration of the New Year holiday. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL OF OUR MEMBERS AND BEST WISHES FOR THE 
NEW YEAR! 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its regular monthly meeting, Tuesday, 
October 26, 1993, in the office at Petersburg. The 
meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. Central 
Daylight Time by president Warren D. Goetsch. 
Directors present in addition to Goetsch were 
Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. Cline, Morris L. Bell, 
Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. Martin, James G. Graff, 
and Meredith L. Worner. Director Edward L. 
Allspach was absent. Also present were manager 
Dorland W. Smith, staff assistant Gerald E. 
Hedberg, attorney Charles K. Smith and Soyland 
manager Kent Wick. 

The agenda for the meeting was approved as 
presented. Minutes of the September 28, 1993, 
regular board meeting were approved as mailed 
to the board with the notice of this meeting. 

A member who had asked to address the board 
in regard to the Cooperative’s security deposit 
policy was then invited into the board room. After 
his presentation the board discussed his request, 
reviewed his account and agreed to waive his 
security deposit. 

The Inventory of Work Orders for September 
1993 in the amount of $60,552.84 was approved. 
The board considered the approval of bills as rep¬ 
resented by the list of checks no. 110107 through 
no. 110354 in the amount of $2,524,711.18. After 
discussion the board approved the payment of 
bills for the month of September. The board 
approved 61 applications for membership and 16 
applications for service permits. Manager Smith 
presented the operating report for the month of 
September. Margins for the month were approxi¬ 
mately $48,000 over budget, bringing the total 
margins for the year to approximately $200,000 
under budget. Manager Smith pointed out that the 
average residential kilowatt-hour consumption 
per month had been on the increase for the last 
several months and was now over 890 kwh per 
month. Outages and outage hours for the month 

of September were approximately the same as in 

September of 1992. Year-to-date, outage-hours 
and average outage-hours per member are ap¬ 
proximately twice what they were in 1992. The 
Safety. Report showed no recordable injuries 
or illnesses for the month of September. The 
Manager’s Report was approved as presented. 

Special Occasion Vouchers were considered and 
approved for the month. The board approved one 
agreement for electric service. The board reviewed 
the uncollectible accounts and approved the 
amount of $2,279.02 to be written off. The 
Member Services Report was considered. Manager 
Smith commented that there would be an open 
house, featuring a geothermal system and wet 
spray cellulose insulation coming up on October 
28. The Member Services Report was approved. 

Director Bell reported on the activities of the 
AIEC and with the assistance of manager Smith, 
discussed the progress of establishing a self- 
insured worker’s compensation group. He also 
discussed the Continuing Education seminars 
being put on by NRECA this winter, and recom¬ 
mended the board approve continued involve¬ 
ment in these seminars. Motion was approved. 

Soyland manager Kent Wick reviewed with the 
board Soyland’s debt restructuring activities and 
accomplishments this past year. After manager 
Wick completed his report, director Carls reported 
on the Soyland board meeting and made general 
comments on some other activities of Soyland. 

Staff assistant Hedberg reported on the status 
of refunds on capital credits to estates, and stated 
the Capital Credit Committee would attempt to 
meet before the November board meeting. 

Under other business the board was reminded 
that the area meeting for the Illinois Cooperative 
Worker’s Compensation group would be held 
November 9 at 6 p.m. at the Holiday Inn East. 

The next board meeting will be Tuesday, 
November 23 at 7 p.m., Central Standard Time. 
There being no further business the meeting 
adjourned at 10 p.m. 

Have a safe holiday season! 
As you and your family celebrate during the holiday 

season, we encourage the following wise-energy use 
practices: 

• Make sure your tree is placed away from fireplaces, 
candles, space heaters, electrical appliances and other 
heat sources that might dry it out, or ignite it. 

• Turn off tree lights overnight or when you’re away from 
home. 

• Keep paper decorations and tinsel away from hot lights. 

Above all, enjoy this festive time. And, greet the New Year 
with energy, health and happiness! 
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Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
If you need assistance to pay your electric 

bill, you may be eligible to participate in 
the Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP). For details of this program 
you may wish to contact an agent in your area. 

Logan, Mason and Menard counties residents should contact: 

Central Illinois Economic Development Corporation 
325 South Chicago Street 

P.0. Box 846 

Lincoln, IL 62656 

Phone (217)732-2159 

Macon County residents should contact: 

Decatur Macon Community Opportunities Corporation 

1122 East Marietta Street 

Decatur, IL 62521 

Cass and Morgan county residents should contact: 

MCS Community Services 

345 West State 

Jacksonville, IL 62651 

Phone (217)243-9404 

Sangamon County residents should contact: 

Sangamon County Department of Community Services 

200 South 9th Street, Room 311 

Springfield, IL 62701 

Phone (217)535-3120 

Tazewell County residents should contact: 

Tri-County Regional Planning Commission 

632 West Jefferson 

Morton, IL 61550-1540 

Phone (309)694-4391 

E lectrotechnologies 
Common characteristics in some 140 electric 

technologies include lower energy costs, lower 
emissions, increased productivity, higher manu¬ 
facturing production, better safety, less waste, 
higher quality, less required floor space, and new 
applications according to Clark W. Ceilings, a vice 
president of the Electric Power Research Institute. 
He and a number of other industry experts gave 
examples of more advanced electric technologies 
at recent industry meetings. 

• In the dairy industry, freeze concentration 
technology will create an array of fat- and lactose- 
free products, and put milk in the freezer section. 
Concentrated dairy products will have a two-to- 
three month shelf life and cut transport costs in 
half because more product, and less water is 
moved. 

• A new woven-lead-mesh battery by Electro 
Source Inc. for use in electric vehicles provides 
three times the energy density and four to five 
times the power of a conventional lead battery. 

• Microwave processes can dry fabric (now in 
the testing stage for home use), help the petro¬ 
chemical industry, bond softwood strips into a 
hardwood-quality finishable product, cure cyclic 
polymers, and render biohazardous medical waste 

harmless, all saving energy, time and money for 
users. Other medical-waste electric technologies 
are also available. 

• Dehumidification cut the air conditioning 
costs of a major fast-food chain by one-fourth. 
A hotel chain used dehumidification to stop 
carpet mildew damage and high replacement 
costs. 

• Using electric fryers, another fast-food chain 
increased the usable life of vegetable oil to three 
days from two while cutting costs dramatically. 

• New horizontal drum clothes washing tech¬ 
nologies may reduce water use by more than 50 
percent, cut detergent use and lower energy use. 

• Built into new buildings, cool storage air con¬ 
ditioning can reduce building size an construction 
cost through smaller, more efficient transfer 
mediums and higher efficiencies. 

• In waste-water treatment, electric tech¬ 
nologies helped Frito-Lay lower sewer treatment 
fees by $300,000 in one plant and increase the 
plant’s rate of return from 15 percent in 1992 to 
an expected 23 percent in 1993. 

• Foundaries now can use an electric process 
to clean and reuse sand for castings, rather than 
have it trucked away and landfilled. 

-TuPfJ U6HT£> off 
when you leave home unattended. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/December 1993 12c 



Mr. and Mrs. Mark Rolen's new home near Cantrall was the location for the cooperative's second geothermal 
field day. 

Successful field day held in October 
Approximately 80 members and guests at¬ 

tended Menard Electric’s second geothermal field 
day, held at Mr. and Mrs. Mark Rolen’s home near 
Cantrall. During the field day, members were able 
to see the geothermal system in operation, as well 
as learn about the advantages of wet spray cel¬ 
lulose insulation applied to the walls of the home. 

Those in attendance were pleasantly surprised 
by the comfort at which the geothermal system 
maintained the Rolens’ home, as well as the 
projected operating cost. Remember, a geothermal 
heating and cooling system is the most efficient 
system bn the market and can heat, cool and 

provide hot water at a lower operating cost than 
any other system available. 

The wet spray cellulose insulation provides a 
home with a higher “R” value per inch than other 
more commonly used materials. This means it 
can provide a greater reduction to heat loss in the 
winter and heat gain in the summer. Wet spray 
cellulose also covers and fills most cracks and 
seams, improving the home’s performance 
against air infiltration. 

If you are interested in a geothermal system or 
wet spray cellulose, please contact the Cooperative 
office. 

Gas ovens use electricity too! A lot of it 
Almost all new gas ovens use electricity to ignite 

the main burner as well as the range top burners. 
What the buyer isn’t told is that the oven igniter 
uses 380 watts (.38 kw) and they operate all the 
time the over burner is on. 

As a result, the oven igniters consume signifi¬ 
cant amounts of electricity. In fact, a gas range 
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may use more electricity to cook small items than 
a microwave oven. 

Not to be overlooked is the amount of electricity 
that must be consumed by the air conditioner to 
overcome the heat and the moisture created by 
the burning gas. 

from June 1993 Home Energy magazine 


