
Virtual reality 
Seeing what's not yet there 

Imagine a world in which doc¬ 
tors practice delicate, life-saving 
surgery without ever piercing 
the skin. Imagine experiencing 
life on other planets, without 
ever leaving the ground. 

This world already exists in an 
emerging software technology 
called “virtual reality,” allowing 
human beings to jump through 
the computer screen and enter a 
three-dimensional universe that 
looks and sounds “real” but 
isn’t. 

Virtual reality — or VR — is 
considered the next frontier in 
the growing galaxy of computer 
technology. Scientists, educa¬ 
tors, researchers and dreamers 
say it could change our lives as 
much as the telephone or televi¬ 
sion set. Its applications extend 
to space exploration, medicine, 
communications, architecture, 
military training, education 
and, of course, culture and 
entertainment. 

Some have called it electronic 
LSD, but its pioneers say it’s too 
diverse, too advanced and too 
interactive to be compared to a 
mind-altering drug. Besides, it’s 
legal. 

“VR doesn’t threaten the body 
mentally or physically,” said 
A. J. Redmer, executive director 
for the Virtuality Group for 
Spectrum Holobyte and Cyber¬ 
studio, makers of VR software. 

VR systems have been in 
development for more than a 
decade and are used routinely 
by the Pentagon and the Na¬ 
tional Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, where mere 
mortals can soar to the surface 
of Mars at will. Pilots who flew 
sorties over Baghdad in the 
Persian Gulf War trained in vir¬ 

tual reality simulators and sur¬ 
geons have used VR to conduct 
realistic practice operations. In 
Japan, customers can design 
computer models of ideal 
kitchens, step into them and 
then “move” cabinets or refrig¬ 
erators around to their liking. 

Researchers say VR will allow 
future doctors to explore the 
inside of the human body and 
give “virtual” adventurers the 
experience of visiting prehistoric 
Earth, exploring Venus or sitting 
in the dugout of a Cubs or 
Cardinals game. It may also give 
amazing new options to the 
handicapped. In 30 years, pio¬ 
neers say, a VR system will be 
plugged into every home. 

At the moment, however, the 
technology is expensive (up 
to several hundred thousand 
dollars) and, some say, still 
rudimentary. 

“VR is about where television 
was in the 1940s,” said Jas 
Morgan, music and arts editor of 
Mondo 2000, a Berkeley, Calif., 
magazine specializing in the 
effects of high technology. 

VR uses a “head-mounted 
display,” which is a pair of gog¬ 
gles that presents your eyes with 
a computer-generated, three- 
dimensional image. We’re not 
talking plastic 3-D glasses. 
These are sophisticated (but 
bulky) viewers in which you can 
shape the figures in the artificial 
world. You can “fly” to the other 
side of the room by simply point¬ 
ing your finger. On your hand is 
a special glove that allows you to 
grasp objects in this virtual 
environment and move them. 

The environment you see 
looks surrealistically perfect, like 
a cartoon, and the images can 
get out of focus. The quality of 
the headsets and the program¬ 
ming can vary. It depends on 
what the system is designed to 
do. But leaders in the field say 
that virtual reality will get better 
and cost less in a few years. 

Virtual reality has long been 
near and dear to science fiction 
writers and producers. A vir¬ 
tual reality center called the 
Holodeck is a mainstay on the 
popular TV show “Star Trek: the 
Next Generation.” VR themes 
are also prominent in such 
movies as “Total Recall” and 
“The Lawnmower Man.” 

In fact, experts say VR’s enter¬ 
tainment value will create wide¬ 
spread demand for it. It may also 
generate the money needed to 
expand the technology. 

An arcade version of virtual 
reality is being marketed by 
Spectrum Holobyte of Alameda, 
Calif., in conjunction with two 
other companies. Virtuality, an 
interactive computer entertain¬ 
ment system, costs about $3.50 
for a four-minute game. 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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IVEC members, now you can get maximum comfort, energy and cost savings from 
a system designed to use natural energy from the earth. 

What is a geothermal system? 
Geothermal is the safest, most-energy-efficient, 

pollution-free heating and cooling system available. 
Basically it looks like a normal furnace, but that’s 
where the similarity ends. Because it burns no fossil 
fuel, it emits no pollutants, thus, no chimney is 
required. Therefore, it can be installed almost any¬ 
where, in a basement, crawlspace, attic or closet. 
Geothermal is a complete home heating system. In the 
summer, select the cooling mode on the thermostat and 
the geothermal system is your complete home cooling 
center. Geothermal can also supply most of your 
domestic hot water requirements. Customers report savings up to 60 percent heating their homes. 
Cooling cost reductions of 50 percent are not uncommon with a geothermal system. 

Horizontal 
closed 

loop 

Better than 
the best 

gas furnace 

You’ll think your energy 
bill is on a crash diet. But 
reduced energy costs are 
common with a geothermal 
system. 

Economical 

Safe 

jr Clean 

Hr Competitive 

* *Cash rebates* * 
• Illinois Valley Electric will rebate $75 per kw installed up to a 

maximum $3,000.00 for the all-electric geothermal system. 
• Ask about IVEC’s off-peak rate of 3.75 cents/kwh for more 

savings combining geothermal heating with ETS secondary 
heating. 

* *For more details* * 
• Call Illinois Valley Electric at toll free 800-654-1088 or the 

following WaterFurnace dealers 
• Philhower Electric Plumbing & Heating, Main Street, 

Tiskilwa, IL 61368, (815) 646-4481 
• Turczyn Heating and Air Conditioning, 1328 Pulaski 

Street, Peru, IL 61354, (815) 223-0715 
• Energy Specialists Co., 224 N. Main Street, Toluca, IL 

61369, (800)782-7491 
• Ottawa Heating & Air-Conditioning, 632 First Ave., Ottawa, 

IL 61350, (815) 433-1811 
• Johnson Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration, P.O. Box 

53, 107 E. Mill St., Kewanee, IL 61443, (309) 852-2610 

ETS (electric thermal storage) heating 
The secondary heating concept for all¬ 
electric off-peak systems 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative is offering a spe¬ 
cial reduced rate for off-peak heating with electricity. 
Electric thermal storage heating is used during the 
limited number of on-peak hours when the primary- 
electric heat is automatically interrupted. During this 
interruption, the ETS (electric thermal storage) 
secondary heat source is required to earn the off-peak 
rate. While other methods of providing secondary heat 
will work, the least costly and very effective method 

is the installation of an ETS heater. It is also the only 
way to qualify for the all-electric off-peak rate. 
Warm room heating 

Some extra large homes may need more than one 
ETS unit; however, we suggest you start with one unit 
in the “living” area of the house. Other units can be 
added if you find it is necessary. This “Warm Room 
Concept” of heating certain areas in your home is the 
cheapest method of providing the secondary heat 
needed for Illinois Valley Electric’s special off-peak 
rate. 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M.-4:30 P.M. 
Monday through Friday 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 

P.O. Box 70 
Route 6 & 34 West 

Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

Your board of directors 
President, Earl Bates, Kewanee, District 2; Vice President, John Scott, Neponset, 
District 8; Secretary-Treasurer, Joe Danielson, Princeton, District 7; Ralph Freebairn, Ottawa, 
District 5; Vincent Fredrickson, Victoria, District 9; John Knueppel, Cambridge, District 1; 
Marion Rieker, Sheffield, District 3; Robert Sondgeroth, Mendota, District 4; and Dorothy 
Wilson, Hennepin, District 6. 

Newly elected President has many promises to keep 
During the election campaign, both major-party 

presidential candidates acknowledged the role 
of electric cooperatives in preserving the rural 
economy. 

As far as attitudes about electric co-ops, here’s 
what was said during the campaign. A com¬ 
parison of statements made in response to a 
request from the National Rural Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Association, can indicate what we can expect 
for the next four years, as well as what might have 
been. 

George Bush applauded co-ops for “an out¬ 
standing job of improving the quality of life in 
rural America” and said he recognizes the dif¬ 
ficulties of serving sparsely settled areas. 

“I am pleased that rural electric systems have 
taken great strides in meeting increasing amounts 
of their credit needs through the private sector,” 
he said. 

“This administration will continue working to 
ease the credit crunch and to limit the burden of 
excessive federal regulation. We will also keep 
working to promote research and development 
and to expand tax incentives for innovation and 
investment. Your leadership can play an impor¬ 
tant role in working with us to spur economic 
growth, and I look forward to your cooperation.” 

Bill Clinton credited rural electric leaders for 
bringing “great benefits to their communities” 
and said that as president he “would build 
on this solid foundation to bring about rural 
development.” 

He added that he and his running mate “both 
come from rural communities and understand the 
need for a comprehensive strategy to rebuild rural 
America.” 

Clinton charged that the Reagan and Bush 
administrations “have completely neglected the 
needs of rural America. The way they have run 

Bush Clinton 

the Rural Electrification Administration is con¬ 
clusive proof. ... It now takes years and years to 
get an REA infrastructure loan approved. This 
cannot continue.” 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

Rural development gets a boost 
The U.S. Congress approved $1 million of 

funding for a new rural cooperative development 
program. The money will expand existing coop¬ 
erative development activities throughout the U.S. 
by creating regional cooperative development 
centers. The centers will provide technical assis¬ 
tance, business development, education and 
training to meet the needs of rural communities. 

According to Judy Ziewacz, the director of the 
National Rural Cooperative Development Task 
Force, a broad coalition of organizations dedicated 
to reinvigorating America’s public investment in 
cooperative development. “This $1 million ap¬ 
propriation by Congress represents the first major 
investment of new funding for U.S. cooperative 
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development in the last decade.” 
The funding is part of the 1993 fiscal year which 

began October 1 within the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Extension Service Budget. 

In other rural development news, the Rural 
Electrification Administration (REA) has quad¬ 
rupled the maximum size of its interest-free rural 
development loans to $400,000. 

The agency’s assistant administrator for eco¬ 
nomic development, Blaine Stockton, said the 
increase came in response to complaints from 

some REA borrowers that the previous cap of 
$100,000 was too small for many projects. 

New rules published in the summer also allow 
borrowers to apply for loans more frequently. 

REA can make up to $12.4 million in zero- 
interest development loans this fiscal year. Next 
year, Stockton hopes to launch the agency’s rural 
development grant program. So far, the rural 
development loan program has provided 262 
loans totaling $22.7 million since it began in 1989. 

Dual-Source Heating Program 
Heat electrically at low cost.. . 

IVEC Members • . . 
You can heat your home 
for 3.75<P per kilowatt-hour! 

Heat^ritth 
electeicityll 

If you have or will have electric heat installed in your home, ask us about supplemental electric 
thermal storage (ETS) heating. You can lower peak demand and provide savings for yourself 
and all cooperative members. 

Join Illinois Valley Electric’s Dual Source Heat Program and qualify for the S.TSC per kilowatt- 
hour rate. At times of peak electrical use, when your primary electric heat source is automatically 
switched off for a short period, the ETS unit is the secondary source of warmth. 

Also, rebates of $75.00 per KW installed up to $3,000.00 for all-electric installations are offered 
when you purchase the ETS unit. You can take advantage of the low Dual Electric Heat Rate 
when you control your primary electric heat at certain times during the months of December, 
January and February. 

With an ETS heater, your all-electric home can have a secondary electric heat source. And, 
it’s less expensive than other secondary sources, such as gas or fuel oil furnaces. 

ETS heating is most suited for members who have existing electric baseboard, ceiling cable 
electric heating, electric furnace or heat pump. The ETS unit contains ceramic bricks which 
have high heat retention characteristics. The bricks are placed around electric heating elements 
that will operate on off-peak times. 

Our Dual Source Heating Program also combines using primary electric heat with 
a fossil fuel backup. A $400.00 maximum rebate qualifies for this option and you 
can heat at the 3.75c per kilowatt-hour rate. 

This special off-peak dual heat rate is based on a differential from the Schedule A “end block” 
rate. The differential will always be in place allowing electric heat to be a competitive energy 
source. 

Contact the Member Services Department at Illinois Valley Electric 
for more details at toll free 800-654-1088. 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
Is this your account number? 

0000530500 Ca|| toM_free _ 800-654-1088 
If your name appears in this center section, mixed in with copy, you 
will receive a nice prize. 
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Enhance Your Communications!!! 
Portable or mobile radio and telephone service 

from 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
II 

Route 6 & 34 West © Princeton, Illinois 61356 
Providing 

MOTOROLA 
COMMUNICATION PRODUCTS 

Throughout the life of their product line, Motorola continually verifies 
dependability and quality for all your communication requirements. 

radio service 
* Offering 

area-wide coverage 
* Reach your people 

in the field or on the road 

The Radio System features the following specifications: 
★ The 800 MHZ Frequency Trunking System “pools” several radio channels so that 

all users in a given area have automatic access to any free channel. 
★ A trunked system provides added privacy to conversations. 
★ Interruptions from outside conversations are almost impossible. 
★ Operation is simple: After the volume level is set, the push talk button is the only 

control needed. 
All these features for as little as $7.00 per month. 

Optional Telephone Interconnect 
★ If your mobile radio is equipped for telephone, by merely the push of the phone 

button, your mobile radio connects you to a commercial telephone line. After the 
dial tone is heard, your mobile radio ’’becomes” a telephone. 

This feature for as little as $11.45 per month. 

For information about or ordering radio equipment — 
Call Toll Free 800-654-1088 — 

ask for the Member Services Department 
or 

PROCOMM U.S.A. P 
Toll-Free 800-322-0981 

MOTOftOLJK 

IVEC and Pro-Comm U.S.A. have entered into a contract appointing Pro-Comm as exclusive 
marketing representative for the IVEC trunked radio system. IVEC has made this appointment 
to ensure that its current and future customers have the availability of the most professional 
and technical information available as to their equipment needs. Pro-Comm is a division of 
Quad City Two-Way, Inc., which is a factory authorized Motorola Service Center, the largest 
radio service and sales business in western/north central Illinois and eastern Iowa. 

Pro-Comm sales representative are: 
• Rick Peterson • NAPA Auto Parts Store, Princeton • Sandie Greenan 

Marketing Manager Dick Heaton Marseilles 
(800)322-0981 (815) 875-6419 (815) 795-5414 
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What do blinking digital clocks 
have to do with trimming trees? 

Coming home to a digital clock flashing “12:00” 
is an annoyance at best. It’s a tell-tale sign that 
your power as been interrupted, even if for only 
less than a second. 

It may be small consolation, but it’s highly likely 

that the power “outage” lasted only as long as it 
takes a tree limb to touch a power line while 
swaying in the breeze. 

Most systems that distribute electricity use pro¬ 
tection devices on their lines. When these devices, 
called reclosers, sense a disturbance, they actually 
open or by some other means break the circuit, 
and very briefly interrupt the flow of electricity 
through that section of line. 

This disturbs your digital clocks or timers, true. 

but it also protects the equipment and in many 
cases, prevents a prolonged outage. The protec¬ 
tion device recloses, reconnecting the circuit. If 
the disturbance which tripped the device in the 
first place is still present, it will interrupt service 
again briefly and try to reclose again. Most protec¬ 
tion devices will go through this process three 
times before the line goes dead. 

The disturbance to the line is often caused by 
tree branches. This explains why most electric 
utilities have an aggressive tree-trimming pro¬ 
gram in place. But, back to the flashing clocks. 

There are some solutions to the problem. You 
can buy digital clocks and appliances with back¬ 
ups for the digital display. These days, many 
clocks, timers on computers, video tape recorders 
and kitchen appliances are designed to take 
a battery that will take over during power 
interruptions. 

Think about your landscaping plans and 
don’t plant trees near the line, or recognize that 
branches should be trimmed when or before they 
grow near lines. Illinois Valley Electric Coopera¬ 
tive asks that you report trees that need to be 
trimmed away from power lines. Do not try 
cutting or trimming these trees yourself. Any con¬ 
tact with live electrical lines is life-threatening. 

Board Room 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to 
order by president Earl Bates at 11:40 a.m. on 
Tuesday, November 24, 1992, with all directors 
present. Manager T.L. Christensen and attorney 
Gary Barnhart were also present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the 
past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board 
concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 
reviewed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or 
moved on: 

1. A motion was made and approved to approve 
IVEC’s future Power Requirement Study done 
by AIEC. 
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2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

A motion was made and approved to retain 
Federated Insurance as the cooperative in¬ 
surance carrier for 1993. 
A motion was made and approved to lease 
radio/microwave equipment and tower space 
to Illinois Power Company at the Deer Park, 
Kewanee and Princeton Towers. 
A motion was made and approved to have a 
tower loading study done for the Deer Park 
Tower and to approve leasing tower space to 
a radio station of Mendota and Ottawa. 
A motion was made and approved to replace 
an above ground fuel tank at the Ottawa 
outpost. 
A motion was made and approved to change 
the delinquent notice sent to members when 
delinquent in their electric bill. 
A motion was made and approved to ap¬ 
prove sending students to the 1993 Illinois 
Rural Electric Youth Day in Springfield and 
the Youth to Washington trip held in June 
1993. DeWayne Stevens 

The next board meeting is scheduled for 
December 22, 1992, at 11 a.m. The January board 
meeting will be held on January 26, 1993. The 
February meeting is scheduled for the 23rd. 



Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

* * * Available options and programs * * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, and others are for convenience and safety. 

* * * Featuring this montii * * * 
What is a Dual Energy heating system 

in the "off-peak" concept? 
It is a system which combines two energy sources— 

electricity as a primary source and an alternate fuel, 
such as gas or oil, as a secondary source. If you have 
a gas or oil system in your home now, you can benefit 
by adding an electric system as the primary source. 

The off-peak heating rate is 3.75 cents kilowatt-hour. 

Look over this list and find the programs 
that fit your needs and call us. 

• Dual energy space heating with electricity as primary source at off-peak rate of 3.75 cents 
kwh —$75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate —back-up heat for 
geothermal and dual energy "all-electric" systems 

• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak) 
• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for IVEC members only — 

$125.00 rebate if controlled by timer clock 
• An $8 per month credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled by timer clock 
• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 
★ 300% efficiency —ground source GTS ★better than gas furnace ★clean energy 
★ off-peak rate of 3.75<t kwh with ETS secondary heating ★ economical/affordable 
★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) —Ku-Band (32 channel) 
• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Basic Service $11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — 

Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo.— other program selections available 
• Air conditioning load leveler credit of $20 for summer months of July and August —$40 total 

benefit —no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 
• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month 

• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 
• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service —low monthly rates 
• Six bill payment locations throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 
• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 
• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage. 

Some of these programs are featured in detail with this month's REN issue. If you want more infor¬ 
mation about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member Services Department 
at toll-free 800-654-1088. 
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Virtual reality 
(Continued from page 12a) 

To play, you step into a round 
metal booth and strap on a back¬ 
pack while an attendant fits a 
helmet over the top half of your 
face. Staring at the wraparound 
liquid crystal screen inside the 
helmet, you see a large platform 
floating in space. Players say it 
feels like they’re standing on the 
platform. 

Rotate your head to see four 
other platforms connected by 
staircases. You’re handed a 
“controller” that looks like a 

joystick but is more sophisti¬ 
cated. A gun barrel materializes 
on the screen and then you look 
for a gun-toting villain to shoot. 
Unlike video games or TV, VR 
takes physical movement and 
users of the new arcade game 
say it can be exhausting. 

“In VR, you have to mentally 
focus the same way as in real 
life,” said Redmer. “It’s not com¬ 
parable to looking at a flat com¬ 
puter or television screen. There 
is no way of representing the 
experience of VR without ac¬ 
tually doing it. It’s like you’re 
there and you interact with the 

environment you’re in.” 
VR advocates agree it is 

limited only by human imagina¬ 
tion. Others question whether 
the new technology will help 
people interact with the world or 
avoid “actual” reality altogether. 

“It’s very important that peo¬ 
ple not fear these technologies as 
they come along and also not 
embrace them blindly,” said 
Morgan. “Interactivity is one of 
the saving graces of this tech¬ 
nology. VR can be a great way 
to communicate human expe¬ 
rience to one another. 

—Rural Electric News Service 

The answer: a garage, 
a bush, and a dog. 

The question is, “What kind of things stand between your 

electric meter and accurate billing?” 

Your electric cooperative’s meter readers need easy 

access to your meter so that your billing will be 

correct. Sometimes, the reader will find that a 

garage has been added to a home and the meter 

is now locked indoors, j j Or, a small bush has 

grown into a big obstacle right in front of the meter. 

Then there’s the family dog who’s left outside 

to protect the property. 

\ V I* not only makes the meter reader’s job 

difficult, but it can make it dangerous, too. Take a moment to 

check your meter. If you can’t get to it, neither can we. If you 

have questions or need to make arrangements for our access, 

just call. 
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Seeing 
infrared 

Hamlets in rural England use 
them to trace burglars. California 
firefighters use them to find 
smoldering hotspots. Persian 
Gulf war pilots located targets 
with them. And, astronomers 
hope someday to use them to 
look “inside” faraway stars. 

The device so in demand in so 
many arenas these days is the 
infrared video camera, a new 
generation of infrared tech¬ 
nology that can help people see 
the world around them quite dif¬ 
ferently than before. 

The theory behind how the 
camera works is based on this 
fact: A warm object emits more 
radiation than a cool one. 

The camera can produce a pic¬ 
ture based on this difference in 
radiation, allowing us to view 
images lost to the human eye. 

For example, because the eye 
responds to visible light, it can 
miss the glowing embers be¬ 
neath the ash at a fire site. It also 
can’t tell whether an insulated 
cup holds hot or cold liquid. 
And, it can’t see in the dark. An 
infrared video camera can help 
it do all three. 

Scientists predict a host of 
uses for the emerging tech¬ 
nology, including aiding in com¬ 
mercial aircraft landings at night 
and in foul weather, and night 
surveillance. 

For years, older infrared tech¬ 
nologies have been used in the 
electrical, construction and pet¬ 
rochemical industries. They 
have been used to help detect 
leaks and stress patterns, con¬ 
trol oil pollution and conduct 
land surveys and medical anal¬ 
yses. But the new platinum- 
silicide cameras are said to 
offer a low-cost, video-quality 
alternative. 

Scientists have used them to 
pierce the interstellar dust and 
look into distant regions of the 
universe, and NASA has long 
lobbied for an infrared space 
telescope, which leading as¬ 
tronomers term “of fundamental 
importance for almost all as¬ 
pects of astronomy.” 

Such a telescope could provide 
a view “almost a thousand times 
more sensitive than Earth-based 
telescopes,” according to as¬ 
tronomers, who have dubbed 
this the “decade of the infrared.” 
The telescope’s advanced detec¬ 
tors would reportedly enable it 
to measure the infrared signals 
from distant planetary bodies to 
get clues to their nature. 

In a more down-to-earth use of 
the infrared video camera, the 
hamlets of Halmore, Purton and 
Hinton in Gloucestershire in 
rural England have installed 
the cameras on telegraph poles 
outside of town. The cameras 
record the comings and goings 
of all who enter and exit the 
villages in an effort to stop the 
growing number of break-ins by 

traveling urban thieves. 
The police who view the tapes 

likely see an array of ghostly 
images, because infrared video 
gives a still-recognizable but dif¬ 
ferent view of a person’s body 
than regular video. 

Faces still look like faces, but 
familiar characteristics such as 
eye and hair color are absent 
from an infrared image, whereas 
other features, such as the 
warmer eye sockets, are pro¬ 
nounced. The nose and ears are 
usually cooler than the rest of 
the face and are darker on the 
image, while the mouth will 
appear darker or lighter, de¬ 
pending on whether a breath is 
being taken or let out. 

An infrared or thermal image 
is essentially a portrait of any 
given scene’s temperature. It is 
the inner light that is measured, 
not the outer. One drawback, 
researchers say, is that many 
objects radiate with similar 
intensity and therefore there is 
little contrast in infrared images. 
Highlighting the contrast is a 
major goal in infrared camera 
technology. 

English astronomer Sir 
William Herschel demonstrated 
the basic difference between 
light and heat in the early 19th 
century, using a prism to split 
sunlight into its spectral bands, 
according to Scientific American. 
As he moved a thermometer 
through the bands, he found 
that the temperature rose from 
the blue end of the spectrum to 
the red. The temperature con¬ 
tinued to rise beyond the red, 
where there was no visible light. 
The invisible light beyond 
the red became known as the 
infrared. 

—Rural Electric News Service 
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* * * Available options and programs* * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, and others are for convenience and safety. 

* * * Featuring this month * ** 

Example of . . . 
Warm room concept 
installations 

Electric thermal storage heating is a 
clean, safe, comfortable and reliable 
secondary method of heating your 
home during "on peak" times when 

primary electric heat is interrupted. This heating choice is growing in 
popularity in America because it is 100 percent efficient and provides 
consumers with considerable savings in heating costs. These savings 
are realized by members taking advantage of off-peak electric rates 
offered by Illinois Valley Electric. 

The off-peak rate is 3.75 cents per kilowatt-hour. 

Look over this list and find the programs 
that fit your needs and call us. 

• Dual energy space heating with electricity as primary source at off-peak rate of 3.75 cents 
kwh — $75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat 
for geothermal and dual energy "all-electric" systems 

• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak) 

• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for IVEC members only — 
$125.00 rebate if controlled by timer clock 

• An $8 per month credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled by timer clock 

• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 
★ 300% efficiency — ground source GTS ★better than gas furnace ★clean energy 
★ off-peak rate of 3.75<t kwh with ETS secondary heating ★economical/affordable 
★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 

• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Basic Service $11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — 
Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. — other program selections available 

• Air conditioning load leveler credit of $20 for summer months of July and August — $40 total 
benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 

• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month 

• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 
• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 

• Six bill payment locations throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 

• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 

• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage. 

If you want more information about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member 
Services Department at toll-free 800-654-1088. 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M.-4:30 P.M. 
Monday through Friday 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 

P.O. Box 70 
Route 6 & 34 West 

Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

Your board of directors 
President, Earl Bates, Kewanee, District 2; Vice President, John Scott, Neponset, 
District 8; Secretary-Treasurer, Joe Danielson, Princeton, District 7; Ralph Freebairn, Ottawa, 
District 5; Vincent Fredrickson, Victoria, District 9; John Knueppel, Cambridge, District 1; 
Marion Rieker, Sheffield, District 3; Robert Sondgeroth, Mendota, District 4; and Dorothy 
Wilson, Hennepin, District 6. 

What is the . . . 
Wholesale power cost adjustment? 

We occasionally receive inquiries about the 
wholesale power cost adjustment figure that 
appears on monthly bills and are asked why it is 
necessary. In order to better understand what the 
Wholesale Power Cost Adjustment Clause is and 
how it works, we first need to define some terms. 

The first term we come to is Base Power Costs. 
When your cooperative purchases power from our 
wholesale power supplier, Soyland Power Cooper¬ 
ative, we do so under a wholesale power contract. 
This wholesale power contract states the amount 
we will be charged for each kilowatt-hour we buy. 
The wholesale contract also contains a statement 
that allows the power supplier to pass along to the 
cooperative any increases or decreases in the cost 
to generate our electricity. At the time your coop¬ 
erative determines its rates, it does so using a cur¬ 
rent average cost of power. This becomes the 
Base Cost of Power, which is built into your rate 
schedule. Our base cost is 6.6 cents per kwh. 

The next definition required is that of Opera¬ 
tion and Maintenance Expenses. These ex¬ 
penses are for building new line and maintaining 
your facilities, as well as operating the office. In 
short, it includes all the expenses that the coop¬ 
erative incurs in doing business, except the cost 
of purchased power. 

EXPENSES REVENUES 

The term Net Rate, as used here, means the 
rate under which the cooperative provides the con¬ 

sumer service, excluding the State Utility Tax and 
the Wholesale Power Adjustment. 

Now, how does all this fit together? In Figure 1, 
we see that in order for the cooperative to meet 
its financial obligations and remain solvent, the 
Revenue must equal the Expenses. The Revenue, 
of course, is produced from the Net Rates, and 
Expenses are comprised of the Base Power Cost 
and the Operation and Maintenance Expenses. 

As our power supplier has had to pay fixed costs 
for new generating plants and fuel used to gener¬ 
ate our electricity, these increases have been 
passed on to the cooperative, as shown in Figure 2. 

EXPENSES REVENUES 

As you can see, the Expenses are beginning to 
exceed the Revenue, and the cooperative will not 
be able to pay all its bills unless it receives addi¬ 
tional revenue. This is where the Wholesale Power 
Adjustment Clause comes into the picture. 

The Wholesale Power Adjustment Clause states 
that whenever the actual cost of power is greater 
(or less than) the Base Cost of Power, an amount 
equal to this difference plus 10 percent line loss 
is to be added to the Net Rate. The 10 percent fac¬ 
tor represents the difference between the number 
of kilowatt-hours that are purchased from the 
wholesale power supplier and the number of 
kilowatt-hours sold to IVEC member-consumers. 
All electric distribution systems have what is 
known as System Losses. The losses are due to the 
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Figure 3 

wmm. 

KWH 
PUR 

CHASED 

KWH 
SOLD 

LOSSES For the month of December 1992  $.0687009 
Base Cost of Power — (In Rate) $.0660000 

Difference $.0027009 
10% Losses — System Losses $.0002700 

Wholesale Power Cost Adjustment  $.0029709 
Figure 4 

miles of line, transformers, and other equipment 
necessary to provide service. If the Wholesale 
Power Cost Adjustment was simply the difference 
between the actual cost of power and the base 
cost, it would fall short of producing the actual 
dollar difference by about 10 percent when applied 
to the actual kilowatt-hour sales to the members. 
Figure 3 illustrates this point. 

Let us now take a look at a typical calculation 
of your Wholesale Power Cost Adjustment in 
Figure 4 using the actual cost of power purchased 
in December 1992. 

This is the figure shown on your January 
monthly bill for December kwh usage. You may 
ask, “Will a credit be given if the actual cost of 

power falls below the base cost of power?” Yes, the 
credit is computed exactly the same and ensures 
that the adjustment only allows the cooperative 
to collect sufficient revenue to meet the variations 
in the cost of power from its supplier on a monthly 
basis as shown in Figure 5. 

EXPENSES REVENUES 

Board Room 
3E©jp@if^ 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to 
order by president Earl Bates at 1:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, December 22, 1992, with all directors 
present except Ralph Freebairn and Marion 
Rieker. Manager T.L. Christensen, attorney Gary 
Barnhart and REA Representative Stuart Churchill 
were also present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. Directors re¬ 
ported on various meetings and related coopera¬ 
tive activities attended during the past month. 
Staff personnel reports submitted to the board 
concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 
reviewed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or 
moved on: 

1. The NRECA and CFC annual meeting will be 
held in Dallas Texas, February 14 through 
February 17, 1993. 

2. A motion was made and approved that IVEC 
not subscribe to RECNET, a video service 
training program for the year 1993. 

3. A motion was made and approved to au¬ 

thorize the manager to sign the NRECA 
Employee Retirement package. 

4. A motion was made and approved to au¬ 
thorize the cooperative to participate in the 
NRECA Deferred Compensation Program for 
eligible cooperative employees. 

5. A motion was made and approved for the 
manager to sign an agreement with WGLC 
radio for rental space on the Deer Park Tower 
and for upgrading the tower to allow for 
additional rentals. 

6. A motion was made and approved to renew 
a maintenance contract with Motorola, Inc. 
for the radio/microwave equipment. 

7. A motion was made and approved to transfer 
1991 bad debts owed to the cooperative and 
turn them over for collection. 

8. A motion was made and approved to accept 
a bid from O & M Services to inspect poles for 
1993. 

9. A motion was made and approved to accept 
a bid from Electric Labs to inspect meters for 
1993 subject to language in the contract. 
10. A motion was made and approved to draw up 

an agreement with Kevin Allicks Trenching 
for 1993 and to authorize the manager to sign 
the agreement. 

The next board meeting was scheduled for 
January 26, 1993, at 11 a.m. The February 
board meeting will be on February 23, 1993. The 
March meeting is scheduled for the 23rd. 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
Is this your account number? 

0002236500 Ca|| to||_free _ 800-654-1088 
If your name appears in this center section, mixed in with copy, you 
will receive a nice prize. 
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IVEC members . . . Low, Low Price . . . 
★ save on the cost of a new electric 60- 

or 80-gallon water heater. 
if earn credit on your monthly bill. 

Purchase a 
new SEPCO 
energy 
efficient 
water heater 
from IVEC 

You Can Heat 

and . . . 
• earn monthly credit 
with a timer switch 

$8.00 

$125.00 
From your cooperative 

Need a new 
water heater? 

Should you need to replace your 
existing water heater, keep in mind 
that IVEC has 60-gallon and 80- 
gallon water heaters available 
for $125.00 to members only. If 
the timer clock is installed, the 
$125.00 will be rebated to you 
after 30 days. 

IVEC members . . . 
Do you have an 
electric water heater? 

If you do, you should consider 
installing a "timer clock" provided 
by Illinois Valley Electric to receive 
an $8.00 per month credit. This is 
a guaranteed savings that totals 
$96.00 per year. 

No obligation. For details, call our Member Services Department 
toll-free 800-654-1088. 

IVEC provides Rural TV service 
There are lots of reasons people choose Rural TV as their satellite TV service. 

Many popular channels packed full of entertainment for the whole family — 
super stations from coast to coast, the latest movies, up-to-the-minute news, 
and college and professional sports. Plus one-stop satellite shopping for 
equipment and programming all at affordable prices. But maybe the best reason 
of all to go with Rural TV is that it’s provided by people you know, right here 
at your cooperative. Nobody knows more about providing satellite TV service. 

★ IVEC provides and installs complete Uniden satellite television systems 

★ Check our low installation price!!!! $1,997.50 

★ C-Band (24 channels) and KU-Band (32 channels) 

★ Ask about our TV program subscriptions — low monthly rates. 
• Economy pack service — $8.95 mo. • Basic service — $11.95 mo. 

Call toll-free 1-800-654-1088 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative Ask for a Member Services Representative 
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Member Services 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative's 
Crime Watch program 

What is it? 
Illinois Valley Electric’s Crime Watch program 

is designed to help state and local law enforcement 
agencies reduce crime by using radio-equipped 
vehicles to report suspicious persons, fires, 
crimes, accidents and other emergencies to 
the appropriate law enforcement or emergency 
agency. 

How does it work? 
All radio-controlled cooperative vehicles will be 

clearly marked with Crime Watch decals easily 
seen by cooperative member-owners and the 
public. The operators of the radio-equipped 
vehicles who observe crimes or other events they 
view as potential crimes report to their dispatchers 

who, in turn, notify the police or other appropriate 
law enforcement or assistance agency. 

Why was it developed? 
The program is designed to help increase police 

effectiveness by increasing the number of their 
eyes and ears in the rural community. By in¬ 
creasing this number, we can become a deterrent 
to crime. 

Why an Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
rural Crime Watch program? 

Why us? Because we’re there — and we care. 
We care about our neighbors and our communi¬ 
ties; as cooperative personnel, we set an example 
for cooperative togetherness and, together, we can 
help solve an increasing community problem — 
rural crime. 

Individually, we all make contributions to a 
safer and better way of life. A rural Crime Watch 
program allows us to offer a unified visible service 
to our service areas. 

IVEC MEMBERS . . 

Scheduled meter reading dates for 1993 

FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

28 28 29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Many members try to assist our meter readers by making their meters more 
accessible during the meter reading dates each month. For your convenience, above 
are the meter reading dates for February, March and April. With your efforts and con¬ 
tinued assistance, 1993 will be another problem-free meter reading year. 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative thanks you in advance for your cooperation. 

- NOTICE - 
Princeton Perspective 10 Trade Show 

February 19, 20, & 21, 1993 at Bureau County Fairgrounds 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

will be exhibiting its marketing programs at the show. 
Be sure to attend!!! 

• Free parking, entertainment and door prize drawings. 
Many other area businesses will be showing their 
products 

Sponsored by the Princeton Chamber of Commerce 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

Membership 
Records/ Billing 

Having trouble paying 
your electric bill? 

If Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative members 
should have trouble paying their electric bills on 
time, it is suggested that they contact IVEC’s 
billing department and explain the problem. It is 
each member’s responsibility to keep payments 
current with monthly billing statements from the 
cooperative. There are deferred billing plans 
available and several area community service 
agencies which may provide assistance with 
utility bills. 

The Illinois Residential Affordable Payment 
Plan (IRAPP) has been replaced by the Residen¬ 
tial Energy Assistance Partnership Program 
(REAPP). 

The purpose of REAPP, like IRAPP, is to help 
low-income members afford the electricity they 
consume each month. If your household income 
is at or below 125 percent of the poverty level, 

you’ll qualify for REAPP. We urge you to contact 
the agency that serves your county for financial 
assistance if you need help to pay your electric bill 
in a timely manner. 

Community service agencies are: 
Tri-County Opportunities Council 
405 Emmons Avenue 
P.O. Box 610 
Rock Falls, Illinois 61071 
Telephone: (815) 625-7830 

Carver Community Action Agency 
120 East Main Street 
P.O. Box 28 
Galesburg, Illinois 61402-0028 
Telephone: (309) 342-0158 

Project NOW 
Community Action Agency 
P.O. Box 1179 
Rock Island, Illinois 61201 
Telephone: (309) 793-6350 

Remember — we can help!! 
Please do not hesitate to call your 
cooperative for assistance if you have 
a payment problem. 

Postdated checks 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative cannot 

accept postdated checks to be held and deposited 

Please do not send postdated checks to your 
cooperative. All checks are deposited promptly 
and if a check is returned by a bank due to being 
postdated or due to insufficient funds, there will 

at some later date. 
The large number of payments handled on a 

daily basis makes it impractical to give special 
handling to certain payments. Also, following 
special handling instructions for certain payments 
involves additional expenses. 

Moreover, our auditors require that all pay¬ 
ments be deposited on the same day received. 

be a $10 additional charge passed on to you. Your 
payment to take care of the returned check and 
additional charges must then be made by means 
other than personal check. 

If you mail your payment, be sure to mail it early 
enough to be certain it will be in the office not later 
than the 20th of the month to take advantage of 
the discounted net amount. Helen Temple 

Statement of nondiscrimination 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc., Princeton, Illinois 

is the recipient of Federal financial assistance from the Rural 
Electrification Administration, an agency of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, and is subject to the provisions 
of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended. 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, 
the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, and the 
rules and regulations of the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
which provide that no person in the United States on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age or handicap shall 
be excluded from participation in, admission or access to, 
denied the benefits of, or otherwise be subjected to dis¬ 
crimination under any of this organization’s programs or 
activities. 

The person responsible for coordinating this organiza¬ 
tion's nondiscrimination compliance efforts is T.L. 
Christensen. General Manager. Any individual, or specific 
class of individuals, who feels that this organization has 
subjected them to discrimination may obtain further 
information about the statutes and regulations listed above 
from and/or file a written complaint with this organization; 
or the Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
Washington, D.C. 20250; or the Administrator, Rural 
Electrification Administration. Washington, D.C. 20250. 
Complaints must be filed within 180 days after the alleged 
discrimination. Confidentiality will be maintained to the 
extent possible. 
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On the outside looking in. 

Some electric utility customers are bound to feel that way. 
The office is in a faraway city, unexplained policies are enforced, 
and your only contact with them is your monthly bill. It’s not the 
“cooperative way” of doing business. An electric cooperative is 
something special. It’s an organization providing a service to its 
owners. And the owners are you. That’s why your participation 
is so vital to its continuing success. That’s why your attendance 
at the Annual Meeting is so important. It’s the leadership you 
elect from among your neighbors — the board of directors — that 
guides the operation of the cooperative and sets the kind of 
policy that puts people first. Local ownership, local control, not- 
for-profit operation...We think it’s the best way to serve you, the 
cooperative way. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 
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It’s not a book yet. 

Starting a project doesn’t mean the job is done. Some people have 
said the rural electrification program isn’t needed anymore because most 
of the country has electricity. They think the job was done when power lines 
were put up 50 years ago. They should consider this: The entire system of 
power plants and lines must be maintained constantly to make sure all 
members have reliable service. An ice storm is a reminder of that. Some 
25 million Americans in 46 states rely on their electric cooperatives for a 
better quality of life. As long as they work, play and raise families there, the 
REA’s job isn’t done. 

And the annual cost to U.S. taxpayers? Less than it costs to build 50 
miles of interstate highway...and less than other electric utilities receive in 
federal subsidies. Electric cooperatives are about people doing things for 
themselves, and thanks to these people, the final chapters on rural America 
haven’t yet been written. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 
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* * * Available options and programs* * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offer? you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, and others are for convenience and safety. 

• Dual energy space heating with electricity as primary source at off-peak rate of 3.75 cents 
kwh — $75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat 
for geothermal and dual energy "all-electric" systems 

• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak) 

• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for IVEC members only — 
$125.00 rebate if controlled by timer clock 

• An $8 per month credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled by timer clock 

• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 
★ 300% efficiency — ground source GTS ★better than gas furnace ★clean energy 
★ off-peak rate of 3.75C kwh with ETS secondary heating ★economical/affordable 
★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 

• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Basic Service $11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — 
Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. — other program selections available 

• Air conditioning load leveler credit of $20 for summer months of July and August — $40 total 
benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 

• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month 

• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 

• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 

• Six bill payment locations throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 

• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 

• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage. 

If you want more information about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member 
Services Department at toll-free 800-654-1088. 

* * * 

High-efficiency electric water heaters at a 
special price of $125.00 for IVEC members only. 

Earn $8 per month credit on your electric bill 
with timer clock 

$125.00 Rebate if water heater controlled by 
timer clock. 

* Featuring this month* * * * * * 

Look over this list and find the programs 
that fit your needs and caU us. 

12b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/March/April 1993 



IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M.-4:30 P.M. 
Monday through Friday 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 

P.O. Box 70 
Route 6 & 34 West 

Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

Your board of directors 
President, Earl Bates, Kewanee, District 2; Vice President John Scott, Neponset, 
District 8; Secretary-Treasurer, Joe Danielson, Princeton, District 7; Ralph Freebairn, Ottawa, 
District 5; Vincent Fredrickson, Victoria, District 9; John Knueppel, Cambridge, District 1; 
Marion Rieker, Sheffield, District 3; Robert Sondgeroth, Mendota, District 4; and Dorothy 
Wilson, Hennepin, District 6. 

IVEC to sponsor 
youth tour 

Illinois Valley Electric Coop¬ 
erative is again sponsoring its 
Youth to Washington, D.C., and 
Youth to Springfield programs 
this spring. We want to en¬ 
courage high school students to 
learn more about government 
and their role in it and provide 
a select group of student leaders 
with a chance to get an up-close 
look at their government. Last 
year we changed our program to enable more 
students to participate. Twenty-three high schools 
in IVEC’s service area have been contacted and 
provided information about the new program. 
Each school has the responsibility to select two 
students to represent their system. 

Illinois Valley Electric will then sponsor these 
two sophomore or junior students from each par¬ 
ticipating high school on an all-expense paid 
bus trip to Springfield on Wednesday, April 21. 
Governor Jim Edgar has declared April 21 as 
Illinois Rural Electric Youth Day. During the day, 
the students and their counterparts from other 
north-central Illinois high schools will meet their 
elected Senators and Representatives at the 
Capitol and learn first-hand about the workings 
of state government. We plan to invite Comptroller 
Dawn Clark Netsch to speak with the students at 
a special luncheon and also hope to meet with 
Governor Edgar. 

In addition, the students will tour the historic 

4 

rj~\ 

y 328l 
\ 

sites of Springfield during the day. 
Illinois Valley Electric will also sponsor four 

finalists of these participating students on a week- 
long, all expense paid trip to Washington, D.C., on 
June 18-25. During the week in the nation’s 
capital, the Illinois student contingent will meet 
with Senators Carol Moseley Braun and Paul 
Simon, Representatives Lane Evans and Robert 
Michel; and, they will tour the many sites of 
Washington, D.C. 

Illinois Valley Electric’s four Youth to Washington 
representatives will be selected from the con¬ 
tingent that tours Springfield on April 21. The four 
students will be chosen from 12 semi-finalists who 
qualified based on their responses to questions on 
their application forms during the bus trip and 
luncheon session in Springfield. The four finalists 
to go to Washington, D.C., will be chosen by 
judges from our state associarion during an inter¬ 
view process at the Youth Tour dinner on the way 
home. 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
Is this your account number? 

0000308501 Ca|| to||_free _ 800-654-1088 
If your name appears in this center section, mixed in with copy, you 
will receive a nice prize. 
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IVEC members . . . Low, Low Price . . . 
★ save on the cost of a new electric 60- 

or 80-gallon water heater. 
* earn credit on your monthly bill. 

Purchase a 
new SEPCO 
energy 
efficient 
water heater 
from IVEC 
You Can Heat 

• earn monthly credit 
with a timer switch 

$8.00 

$125.00 
From your cooperative 

Need a new 
water heater? 

Should you need to replace your 
existing water heater, keep in mind 
that IVEC has 60-gallon and 80- 
gallon water heaters available 
for $125.00 to members only. If 
the timer clock is installed, the 
$125.00 will be rebated to you 
after 30 days. 

IVEC members . . . 
Do you have an 
electric water heater? 

If you do, you should consider 
installing a "timer clock" provided 
by Illinois Valley Electric to receive 
an $8.00 per month credit. This is 
a guaranteed savings that totals 
$96.00 per year. 

No obligation. For details, call our Member Services Department 
toll-free 800-654-1088. 

IVEC MEMBERS . . 
Scheduled meter reading dates for 1993 

MARCH 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 

APRIL 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 

C
O

 
C

s
l h

o
 

C
O

 

30 

MAY 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31 

Many members try to assist our meter readers by making their meters more 
accessible during the meter reading dates each month. For your convenience, above 
are the meter reading dates for March, April and May. With your efforts and continued 
assistance, 1993 will be another problem-free meter reading year. 

Illinois Valley Electric thanks you in advance for your cooperation. 
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Enhance Your Communications!!! 
Portable or mobile radio and telephone service 

H from 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

<8> 

II 
Route 6 & 34 West 

radio service 

Princeton, Illinois 61356 
Providing 

MOTOROLA 
COMMUNICATION PRODUCTS 

Throughout the life of their product line. Motorola continually verifies 
dependability and quality for all your communication requirements. 

* Offering * Reach your people 
area-wide coverage in the field or on the road 

The Radio System features the following specifications: 
★ The 800 MHZ Frequency Trunking System “pools” several radio channels so that 

all users in a given area have automatic access to any free channel. 
★ A trunked system provides added privacy to conversations. 
★ Interruptions from outside conversations are almost impossible. 
★ Operation is simple: After the volume level is set, the push talk button is the only 

control needed. 
All these features for as little as $7.00 per month. 

Optional Telephone Interconnect 
★ If your mobile radio is equipped for telephone, by merely the push of the phone 

button, your mobile radio connects you to a commercial telephone line. After the 
dial tone is heard, your mobile radio ’’becomes” a telephone. 

This feature for as little as $11.45 per month. 

For information about or ordering radio equipment — 
Call Toll Free 800-654-1088 — 

ask for the Member Services Department 
or 

PRO'COMM U.S.A 
Toll-Free 800-322-0981 

ftfOTOffOLA 
CommumcMtons 

IVEC and Pro-Comm U.S.A. have entered into a contract appointing Pro-Comm as exclusive 
marketing representative for the IVEC trunked radio system. IVEC has made this appointment 
to ensure that its current and future customers have the availability of the most professional 
and technical information available as to their equipment needs. Pro-Comm is a division of 
Quad City Two-Way, Inc., which is a factory authorized Motorola Service Center, the largest 
radio service and sales business in western/north central Illinois and eastern Iowa. 

• Quad Cities area 
Rick Peterson 
Marketing Manager 
(800)322-0981 

Pro-Comm sales representative are: 
• Princeton-Bureau counties • LaSalle-Putnam counties 

NAPA Auto Parts Store Sandie Greenan 
Dick Heaton Marseilles 
(815)875-6419 (815)795-5414 

• Henry-Bureau counties 
Ott Owens 
(800)322-0981 
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IVEC payment centers to serve your area 
Illinois Valley Electric has established six locations to pay electric 

bills in addition to its office facilities in Princeton. This added 
convenience is another service to benefit IVEC members. 

Announcing a new collection/payment location in 
Peru-LaSalle area to replace the Oglesby Bank at Peru Mall. 

Citizens First National Bank of Peru 
925 Shooting Park Road 

Peru, Illinois 
(formerly Colonial Bank and Trust Co., LaSalle County) 

☆ Galva Area 
First Illini Bank 

112 N. Exchange Street 
Galva, Illinois 61434 

☆ Ottawa Area 
First National Bank of Ottawa 

701 LaSalle Street 
Ottawa, Illinois 61350 

☆ Princeton Area 
Citizens First National Bank of Princeton 

606 South Matin Street 
Princeton, Illinois 61356 

☆ Sheffield Area 
First Bank of Sheffield 

113 South Main Street 
Sheffield, Illinois 61361 

☆ Kewanee Area 
Peoples National Bank of Kewanee 

207 North Tremont Street 
Kewanee, Illinois 61443 

☆ Peru-LaSalle Area 
Citizens First National Bank of Peru 

925 Shooting Park Road 
Peru, Illinois 61354 

Note: All questions relating to your energy usage, or to a billing problem, 
must be directed to the billing department at the main office in Princeton. 

The centers can only accept and process member payments. 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
provides Rural TV service 

There are lots of reasons people choose Rural TV as their satellite TV service. 
Many popular channels packed full of entertainment for the whole family — super 
stations from coast to coast, the latest movies, up-to-the-minute news, and college 

and professional sports. Plus one-stop satellite shopping for equipment and 
programming all at affordable prices. But maybe the best reason of all to go with 
Rural TV is that it’s provided by people you know, right here at your cooperative. 
Nobody knows more about providing satellite TV service. 

★ IVEC provides and installs complete Uniden satellite television systems. 

★ Check our low installation price!!!! $1,997.50 

★ C-Band (24-channel) and Ku-Band (32-channel) 

★ Ask about our TV program subscriptions — low monthly rates. 
• Economy Pack Service — $8.95 mo. • Basic Service — $11.95 mo. 

Call toll-free 1-800-654-1088 Ask for a Member Services Representative 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

Put a little security in your night! 
Sign up today for a rental security light and no maintenance headaches 

Rent a light from IVECU! 

Here's an excellent opportunity 
for less than $12.00 per month! 

Name 

Clip and mail to: 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative. Inc. 
Attention: Security Light 
P.O. Box 70 Princeton, IL 61356 
or call toll free 1-800-654-1088 

  Date  

Address 
(RR # and Box #) 

Home Phone  

(City) 

Work Phone 

(Zip Code) 

Location Number Account Number 
(Listed on your bill) 

Security Light Installation: Meter Pole  

Face the Light: South  West . 

(Listed on your bill) 

Transformer Pole  

North East 
I would like Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative to install a new 100-watt high-pressure sodium vapor security 
light at the above location for a period of 12 months. Service will continue at the end of the time period unless 
either party gives written notice for discontinuance. IVEC will install, service, maintain and provide electricity 
to operate the light from dusk to dawn. I agree to pay the rental charge for the light per month after installation. 
I understand the security light remains the property of Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative. 

Member Signature    

William Uher 

Board Room 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to 
order by president Earl Bates at 12:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, January 26, 1993, with all directors 
present except Vincent Fredrickson. Manager T.L. 
Christensen and attorney Gary Barnhart were also 
present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the 
past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board 
concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 
reviewed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or 
moved on: 
1. A motion was made and approved to accept 

a bid from EIR Testing and Maintenance, Inc. 
of Hastings, Minnesota, to do OCR maintenance. 
The IVEC crews and EIR Testing will begin this 
program in the spring of 1993. 

2. WGLC radio station in Oglesby has most of 
their equipment installed on the Deer Park Tower 
and will begin using the tower soon. 

3. A five year outage report for the IVEC ter¬ 
ritory was shown and the average outages for the 
five years is 2.6717. 

4. It was reported that the IVEC auditing firm 
of Bowlby, Anfinson, Crandall & Haedt, Ltd. of 
Austin, Minnesota, has merged with Larson, 
Allen, Weishair and Company (LAWCO). The 
cooperative will receive the same services as in the 
past. 

5. The board chose Saturday, August 7, 1993, 
for the IVEC Annual Meeting. The meeting will be 
held at the Princeton High School. More details on 
the meeting will occur in the REN at a later date. 

The next board meeting is scheduled for 
February 23, 1993, at 9 a.m. The March board 
meeting will be held on March 23, 1993. The 
board meeting for April is scheduled for the 27th. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/March/April 1993 12g 



f ■'IJT T /1 
I Rural Electric News Service | 

CROSSWIRES 

ACROSS 
1. Put up with 
6. Roughen the 

surface of 
11. “ du lieber!” 
14. Deed holder 
15. Get progressively 

thinner 
16. Udderance? 
17. REC’s favorite 

game show? 
19. Lowest Army 

rank: abbr. 
20. Compass point: 

abbr. 
21. Reading 

material? 
22. Henry Ford's son 
24. Take a nap 
25. Country’s 

Conway 
26. Helpful 

suggestions 
29. Predicament 
31. Earthenware pot 
32. Like melted 

chocolate 
33. Livestock feed 
36. Say something 
37. Comedian Milton 
38. First gardener 
39. Corporal’s 

superior: abbr. 
40. Symbol of love 
41. Sacred song 
42. Vincent Van 

Gogh’s  
Night 

44. War site (1853-56) 
45. Using oars 
47. Female deer 
48. Russian 

mountain range 
49. Billions of years 
50. Ghost’s greeting 
53. Dust cloth 
54. REC’s favorite 

saying? 
58. Chewed and 

swallowed 
59. Jumps up 
60. Olympic gymnast 

Comaneci 
61. Spy novelist 

Deighton 
62. Kind of daisy 

N O A y i 3 A 3 X 0 

V 1 a V N 1 S d V 3 1 
IAI H 0 i 3 3 AA s IAJ H 0 

0 O a S N O 3 S 
s 3 O a 0 N 

V 3 IAI 1 y 0 A y y V 
IAI 1 V s d i y V 3 yl 
IAJ V a V 3 i y 3 a 
3 A y A 3 0 0 O X 

3 d V y 0 s 3 0 
A 1 1 1 AA i 3 Z 0 
1 3 S a 3 IAI 1 V d 
1 A d 3 N T 1 A IAI s 
O O IAI y 3 d V ■ y 
H 0 V d d n 0 S 1 

1 

0 o 

3_J_ 

^ V_ 
v y_ 

o H 

o s 

i A a 

V_M 
3 N M 

The answers 

DOWN 
1. Female pigs 
2. Christmas poem 

beginning 
3. Add to a poker pot 
4. Tennis court 

divider 
5. Baby-book 

author 
6. Manner 
7. Unruffled 
8. news service: 

abbr. 
9. Marshy area 

10. No-toll road 
11. REC’s favorite 

city? 
12. Commandment 

work 
13. With passion 
18. Pencil puzzle 
23. Go down a bit 
24. Actor Van Dyke 
25. Fig or fig 
26. Plays a part 
27. Pull along the 

ground 
28. REC’s favorite 

car? 
29. Regretful 
30. Revolver 

inventor 
32. Toothed wheel 
34. George Bush’s 

alma mater 
35. Jane Austen book 
37. Mass of ice 
38. “Working or not” 
40. Star Wars 

character 
41. Gift 
43. “ Reveille” 

(Kay Kyser hit) 
44. Ice cream holder 
45. The R in REC 
46. Talk pompously 
47. Use a divining rod 
49. Catch sight of 
50. Murder-mystery 

requirement 
51. “Buckeye State” 
52. Arabic country 
55. Put a spell on 
56. The wild West? 
57. Roofing material 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M.—4:30 P.M. 
Monday through Friday 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 

P.O. Box 70 
Route 6 & 34 West 

Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

  Your board of directors 
President, Earl Bates, Kewanee, District 2; Vice President, John Scott, Neponset, 
District 8; Secretary-Treasurer, Joe Danielson, Princeton, District 7; Ralph Freebairn, Ottawa, 
District 5; Vincent Fredrickson, Victoria, District 9; John Knueppel, Cambridge, District 1; 
Marion Rieker, Sheffield, District 3; Robert Sondgeroth, Mendota, District 4; and Dorothy 
Wilson, Hennepin, District 6. 

Legislation helps co-ops and cities 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative supports a 

bill in the Illinois General Assembly to preserve 
the right of city-owned utilities to serve in annexed 
territory and permit cities and cooperatives to 
enter into service area agreements to define their 
respective service territories. We believe that some 
of those who are opposing this legislation do not 
understand the full scope of the problems the bill 
seeks to remedy. In the absence of meaningful 
negotiations, electric cooperatives were left with 
no alternative than to seek a legislative solution 
to what is a statewide problem. Following ap¬ 
proval of the bill by the House Committee on 
Agriculture and Conservation, municipal officials, 
through their state agency, have agreed to meet 
and negotiate with electric cooperatives. 

Let me explain the legislation and what electric 
cooperatives are seeking to accomplish. 

House Bill 666 was approved by the House 
Committee on Agricultural and Conservation 
March 16 by vote of 20-1 with one voting present. 
It is now awaiting action by the Illinois House of 
Representatives. The bill permits service area 
agreements between municipalities and electric 
cooperatives in Illinois and provides for compen¬ 
sation to an electric cooperative that loses retail 
service following municipal annexation. Any ser¬ 
vice area agreements that are negotiated between 
cities with municipal utilities and electric coopera¬ 
tives would be subject to approval of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission. Nothing in House Bill 
666 would require cities to enter into agreements 
with cooperatives but only sets up the framework 
for those cities and cooperatives that desire such 
an agreement. Service area agreements will avoid 
duplication of cooperative and city electric facili¬ 
ties and provide for long-range planning for 
economic and residential growth. 

Under House Bill 666, municipalities would con¬ 

tinue their long-standing right to determine who 
would have the exclusive right to provide retail 
electric service in annexed areas. In no way is the 
legislation anti-city nor will it “stunt the growth 
of communities.” The bill does require that if a 
city exercises its power to provide electric service 
in annexed territory previously served by an elec¬ 
tric cooperative, the municipality would have to 
compensate the cooperative for its facilities in 
those areas. Twenty-seven other states already 
require annexing municipalities to compensate 
electric cooperative for such loses. Only if the 
municipality elects not to purchase the coopera¬ 
tive’s facilities would it be required to grant the 
cooperative a franchise to serve in newly annexed 
territory. 

We firmly believe this is an issue of fairness. 
Electric cooperatives are required by federal law 
to serve all farms, homes, and businesses within 
their service territories. Cooperatives extended 
electric service into the rural country side when 
neither municipal utilities nor investor-owned 
utilities were willing to extend their lines beyond 
the boundaries of the cities. Cooperatives invested 
vast sums to build facilities that now serve an 
average of only four meters per mile of line com¬ 
pared with an average of 83 meters per mile of line 
served by municipalities. As a result of cooperative 
electric service being available, areas around many 
municipalities have developed into attractive sub¬ 
divisions and industrial and commercial areas. 
These are the most densely populated portions of 
electric cooperative service territories and are 
likely targets for municipal utilities seeking to ex¬ 
pand their electric service base. We feel that it is 
only fair that when these territories, developed at 
great expense by an electric cooperative, are taken 
over by a city utility, the cooperative should be 
compensated. Without the electric cooperatives. 
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these areas would not have been developed and 
would not exist. 

At the present time, in the absence of any rules 
governing relations between municipal electric 
systems and electric cooperatives, cooperative 
facilities are taken over in annexed territory or 
duplicate facilities are built, and the cooperative 
is left with a stranded investment that must be 
paid for by the remaining smaller base of coopera¬ 
tive members. We want to clarify a misconception 
about the bill. It would not restrict the right of 
municipalities to provide electricity to residents 
in newly annexed territory as some mayors have 
alleged. Rather, it would preserve the right of cities 

to serve such newly annexed territory but require 
that cooperatives be treated fairly by requiring the 
city to compensate the cooperative for facilities it 
is forced to abandon or that will remain under¬ 
utilized. 

Illinois electric cooperatives remain committed 
to working with counties and municipalities, 
including municipalities with municipal electric 
systems, to encourage economic development and 
orderly growth within our respective service 
territories. Only by working together in a spirit of 
trust and cooperation can we hope to conquer the 
many problems that face both rural areas and our 
city centers. [ Wayne Vietz 

Rural leaders stand up to REA attacks 
Rural leaders have protested a 

series of political attacks on the 
Rural Electrification Adminis¬ 
tration and its programs that 
help maintain strong rural 
communities. 

The ABC PrimeTIME Live 
news show, Reader’s Digest, a 
Washington research group, and 
even Mobil oil corporation have 
targeted the lending programs of 
the REA as a cause of the federal 
budget deficit. 

“Ridiculous,” says Bob 
Bergland, executive vice presi¬ 
dent of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion, which represents the 1,000 
consumer-owned electric utili¬ 
ties serving 25 million people in 
46 states,. 

“The time-tested success 
story of private, locally owned 
cooperatives teamed with the 
support of intelligent public law 
(REA) has produced results in 
sparsely populated, low-income 
areas like no other model in the 
country,” Bergland wrote in a 
December letter to the Clinton- 
Gore Transition Team. 

The letter came in response 
to a proposal in a book by the 
progressive Policy Institute, a 
Washington research group. 
The book. Mandate for Change, 
said ‘‘the REA long ago accom¬ 
plished its mission,” a charge 
Bergland termed one of the 
“discredited proposals from the 
Reagan-Bush years.” 

Bergland told the transition 
team, “Today’s challenges in 

the heartland — rural poverty, 
substandard housing, the need 
for adequate water and waste 
treatment . . . demand our best 
ideas, new energy, and a sup¬ 
portive new Administration.” 

But Bergland directed 
his harshest criticism at a 
January 21 ABC PrimeTIME 
Live report that quoted a former 
Reagan and Bush Administra¬ 
tion official who referred to 
the REA and its programs as 

“foolishness.” 
“ABC PrimeTIME Live last 

night served up the most dis¬ 
honest report on a federal pro¬ 
gram I’ve ever seen,” Bergland 
said in a letter to Richard 
Kaplan, Executive Producer of 
PrimeTIME Live. 

“This is a time for a fresh look 
at what works in this country,” 
Bergland wrote. “In such a 
review, the REA will stand out as 
one of the best investments in 

Electric co-ops repay REA 
$3.2 billion on loans in 1992 

Consumer-owned electric utilities paid the federal govern¬ 
ment more than $3 billion in loan interest and principal 
repayments during the 1992 financial year that ended 
September 30. 

At the same time, those electric cooperatives borrowed just 
over $600 million from the government’s Rural Electrification 
Administration, for net loan repayments to the U.S. Treasury 
of more than $2.6 billion. 

The REA and its two main lending programs, direct loans 
to expand and extend electric service and loan guarantees 
to build power plants and transmission lines, are essential 
to financing the 1,000 consumer-owned electric utilities 
nationwide. 

What rural electric co-ops repay 
to the federal government 

(in millions of dollars) 

1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 
Repayments 4,731 2,222 2,778 3,579 3,235 
Loans 780 938 874 690 609 

Net Repayments 3,951 1,284 1,904 2,889 2,626 
Source: REA 
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people, basic infrastructure and 
the very foundation of quality of 
life in rural America.” 

He said ABC’s show “used 
only Reagan political appointees 
to ’inform’ the public. No at¬ 
tempt was made to explain how 
REA works in the 1990s or to 

talk with the people who make 
things work in the countryside.” 

Other attacks against the REA 
were printed in the January 
1993 issue of Reader’s Digest, 
and in a Mobil oil advertisement 
published in the January 21 edi¬ 
tion of The New York Times. 

Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), 
chair of the Senate Agriculture 
Committee, responded to the 
Reader’s Digest article saying, “I 
have been a champion of legis¬ 
lation that would provide an 
aggressive role for REA in revi¬ 
talizing rural America.” 

Member Services 

IVEC payment centers to serve your area 
Illinois Valley Electric has established six locations to pay electric 

bills in addition to its office facilities in Princeton. This added 
convenience is another service to benefit IVEC members. 

Announcing a new collection/payment location in 
Peru-LaSalle area to replace the Oglesby Bank at Peru Mall. 

Citizens First National Bank of Peru 
925 Shooting Park Road 

Peru, Illinois 
(formerly Colonial Bank and Trust Co., LaSalle County) 

☆ Galva Area 
First Illini Bank 

112 N. Exchange Street 
Galva, Illinois 61434 

☆ Ottawa Area 
First National Bank of Ottawa 

701 LaSalle Street 
Ottawa, Illinois 61350 

☆ Princeton Area 
Citizens First National Bank of Princeton 

606 South Main Street 
Princeton, Illinois 61356 

☆ Kewanee Area 
Peoples National Bank of Kewanee 

207 North Tremont Street 
Kewanee, Illinois 61443 

☆ Sheffield Area 
First Bank of Sheffield 

113 South Main Street 
Sheffield, Illinois 61361 

☆ Peru-LaSalle Area 
Citizens First National Bank of Peru 

925 Shooting Park Road 
Peru, Illinois 61354 

Note: All questions relating to your energy usage, or to a billing problem, 
must be directed to the billing department at the main office in Princeton. 

The centers can only accept and process member payments. 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
Is this your account number? 

0002349500 
Call toll-free - 800-654-1088 

If your name appears in this center section, mixed in with copy, you 
will receive a nice prize. 
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A lot of work goes into a kilowatt-hour 
A kilowatt-hour is 1,000 watts used for an hour — most of us 

already know that. But what does it actually mean? We can 
understand it better when we convert that lonely kwh into a 

more homely reference. 
For instance, in our kitchen we would have to beat a batter 
mixture at an incredible speed, steadily for 10 hours, to 
generate energy equal to one kwh. A person would have to 

pedal an old-fashioned treadle sewing machine at top speed 
for 13 hours to equal a kwh. 

A person working steadily with a hand pump for one hour can 
pump 4,000 gallons of water out of a 25-foot well. An electric powered 

pump, using a kilowatt per hour (about one horsepower), would pump 
10,000 gallons out of the same well. 

A 150-pound person, climbing a 1,000 foot flight of stairs would have 
to climb those stairs nearly 18 times to generate the energy of one kwh. 

Just so you know, the average Illinois Valley Electric residential 
customer uses approximately 805 kwh per month. 

— Source: MEA’s Power Lines 

IVEC MEMBERS . . 

Scheduled meter reading dates for 1993 

MAY 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FBI SAT 

1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31 

JUNE 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FBI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 

JULY 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FBI SAT 

1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Many members try to assist our meter readers by making their meters more 
accessible during the meter reading dates each month. For your convenience, above 
are the meter reading dates for May, June and July. 

Board Room 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called 
to order by president Earl Bates at 10 a.m. on 
Tuesday, February 23, 1993, with all directors 
present except Vincent Fredrickson, John Scott 
and Dorothy Wilson. Assistant manager Jack Best 
and attorney Gary Barnhart were also present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the 
past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board 
concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 
reviewed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or 
moved on: 
1. Reports were given from various board mem- 

12d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/May 1993 



bers on the NRECA, NRTC, CFC, and Feder¬ 
ated Insurance annual meetings held in Dallas, 
Tex., February 14 through February 17. 

2. WGLC’s radio equipment is installed on the 
Deer Park Tower and the station went on line 
February 1. WGLC is located in Oglesby. 

3. A motion was made and approved to hire 
Stanley Consultants of Muscatine, Iowa, to do 
a sectionalizing study before maintenance on 
OCR’s begins in July. 

4. The auditing firm of Larson, Allen, Weishair 
and Company (LAWCO) located in Austin, 
Minn., audited IVEC’s books March 1 through 
March 3. An audit report will be given to the 
board of directors on March 23, 1993. 

5. A motion was made and approved to sign a 
tower rental agreement between IVEC and 
Illinois Power. An equipment rental agreement 
is being negotiated. 

6. A motion was made and approved to send 
members of the board to the Legislative 
Conference on May 2 through May 7. 

7. A report was given on the February 11 through 
13 ice storm. IVEC called in crews from 
Jo-Carroll and Com Belt Electric to help restore 
power to the members. 

The next board meeting is scheduled for 
March 23, 1993, at 11 a.m. The April board 
meeting will be held on April 27, 1993. The May 
meeting is scheduled for the 25th. 

CNN HEADLINE NEWS ESPN USA NICKELODEON CDN WGN 
WPIX K/VF [.H ETIMIIW | gp,il ^1)111^NASHVILLE 
NETWORK WTBS DISCOVERY NOSTALGIA CHANNEL 
LEARfPW Cf u UTPY MUSIC V TRAVif . CHANNEL 

E 24 JkYJftE SLwTJIurTJS JfAFtOUST A&E miSJK: ;!!V>E 24 JkYJKE CLJE<? wlfTJS JTAF.DUST 
THEATRE STARIQN PREMIER THEATRE HBO CINEMAX 
DISNEY CNN Hb.l .llllifc'lt S -SFNMSA NICKELODEON 
CBN WGN WPIX KTVT LIFETIME WEATHER CHANNEL 
NASHVILLE R EP/iIlRI! VfTES l^nCGII EU V NOSTALGIA 
CHANNEL LEAANiNG CHANNEL COUNIRY MUSIC TV TRAVEL 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
provides Rural TV service 

There are lots of reasons people choose Rural TV as their satellite TV service. 
Many popular channels packed full of entertainment for the whole family — super 
stations from coast to coast, the latest movies, up-to-the-minute news, and college 

and professional sports. Plus one-stop satellite shopping for equipment and 
programming all at affordable prices. But maybe the best reason of all to go with 
Rural TV is that it’s provided by people you know, right here at your cooperative. 
Nobody knows more about providing satellite TV service. 

★ IVEC provides and installs complete Uniden satellite television systems. 

★ Check our low installation price!!!! $1,997.50 

★ C-Band (24-channel) and Ku-Band (32-channel) 

★ Ask about our TV program subscriptions — low monthly rates. 
• Economy Pack Service — $8.95 mo. • Basic Service — $11.95 mo. 

Call toll-free 1-800-654-1088 Ask for a Member Services Representative 
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* * * Available options and programs* * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, and others are for convenience and safety. 

* * *Featuring this month* * * 

System:GT 
Geothermal heating * Cooling * Hot water 

All-electric geothermal heating and cooling 
systems will offer these benefits: 
* $75.00 per kw rebate up to $3,000.00 
★ 300% efficiency 
★ Off-peak rate of 3.75<P kwh with ETS 

secondary heating 
* Better than gas furnace — affordable price 

Look over this list and find the programs 
that lit your needs and call us. 

• Dual energy space heating with electricity as primary source at off-peak rate of 3.75 cents 
kwh — $75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat 
for geothermal and dual energy “all-electric" systems 

• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak) 

• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for IVEC members only — 
$125.00 rebate if controlled by timer clock 

• An $8 per month credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled by timer clock 

• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 
★ 300% efficiency — ground source GTS ★better than gas furnace ★clean energy 
★ off-peak rate of 3.75* kwh with ETS secondary heating ★ economical/affordable 
★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 

• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Economy Pack $8.95 mo. — Basic Service 
$11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. — other program selections available 

• Air conditioning load leveler credit of $20 for summer months of July and August — $40 total 
benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 

• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month 

• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 

• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 

• Six bill payment locations throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 

• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 

• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage. 

11 yon want more information about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member 
Services Department at toll-free 800-654-1088. 
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Enhance Your Communications!!! 

n 
Route 6 & 34 West 

Portable or mobile radio and telephone service 
^ from 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Providing 

MOTOROLA 
COMMUNICATION PRODUCTS 

Throughout the life of their product line. Motorola continually verifies 
dependability and quality for all your communication requirements. 

* Two-Way ^ * Offering * Reach your people 
radio service area-wide coverage in the field or on the road 

The Radio System features the following specifications: 
★ The 800 MHZ Frequency Trunking System “pools” several radio channels so that 

all users in a given area have automatic access to any free channel. 
★ A trunked system provides added privacy to conversations. 
★ Interruptions from outside conversations are almost impossible. 
★ Operation is simple: After the volume level is set, the push talk button is the only 

control needed. 
All these features for as little as $7.00 per month. 

Optional Telephone Interconnect 
★ If your mobile radio is equipped for telephone, by merely the push of the phone 

button, your mobile radio connects you to a commercial telephone line. After the 
dial tone is heard, your mobile radio ’’becomes” a telephone. 

This feature for as little as $11.45 per month. 

For information about or ordering radio equipment — 
Call Toll Free 800-654-1088 — 

ask for the Member Services Department 
or 

PRO-COMM U.S.A 
Toll-Free 800-322-0981 

IVEC and Pro-Comm U.S.A. have entered into a contract appointing Pro-Comm as exclusive 
marketing representative for the IVEC trunked radio system. IVEC has made this appointment 
to ensure that its current and future customers have the availability of the most professional 
and technical information available as to their equipment needs. Pro-Comm is a division of 
Quad City Two-Way, Inc., which is a factory authorized Motorola Service Center, the largest 
radio service and sales business in western/north central Illinois and eastern Iowa. 

Pro-Comm sales representatives are: 
• Quad Cities area • Princeton-Bureau counties • LaSalle-Putnam counties • Henry-Bureau counties 

Rick Peterson NAPA Auto Parts Store Sandie Greenan Ott Owens 
Marketing Manager Dick Heaton Marseilles (800)322-0981 
(800)322-0981 (815)875-6419 (815)795-5414 
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SystemCT ^ 
Geothermal heating, cooling and water heating Wth 

electricity 

Heat and cool with 300% efficiency / 

IVEC members, now you can get maximum comfort, energy and cost savings from 
a system designed to use natural energy from the earth. 

What is a geothermal system? 
Geothermal is the safest, most-energy-efficient, 

pollution-free heating and cooling system available. 
Basically it looks like a normal furnace, but that’s 
where the similarity ends. Because it burns no fossil 
fuel, it emits no pollutants, thus, no chimney is 
required. Therefore, it can be installed almost any¬ 
where, in a basement, crawlspace, attic or closet. 
Geothermal is a complete home heating system. In the 
summer, select the cooling mode on the thermostat and 
the geothermal system is your complete home cooling 
center. Geothermal can also supply most of your 
domestic hot water requirements. Customers report savings up to 60 percent heating their homes. 
Cooling cost reductions of 50 percent are not uncommon with a geothermal system. 

Horizontal 
closed 

loop 

Better than 
the best 

gas furnace 

You’ll think your energy 
bill is on a crash diet. But 
reduced energy costs are 
common with a geothermal 
system. 

^ Economical 

•fr Safe 

ft Clean 

# Competitive 

* *Cash rebates* * 
• Illinois Valley Electric will rebate $75 per kw installed up to a 

maximum $3,000.00 for the all-electric geothermal system. 
• Ask about IVEC’s off-peak rate of 3.75 cents/kwh for more 

savings combining geothermal heating with ETS secondary 
heating. 

* *For more details* * 
Call Illinois Valley Electric at toll free 800-654-1088 

^ or the following WaterFurnace dealers: 
• Philhower Electric Plumbing & Heating, Main Street, 

Tiskilwa, IL 61368, (815) 646-4481 
• Turczyn Heating and Air Conditioning, 1328 Pulaski 

Street, Peru, IL 61354, (815) 223-0715 
• Energy Specialists Co., 224 N. Main Street, Toluca, IL 

61369, (800)782-7491 
• Ottawa Heating & Air-Conditioning, 632 First Ave., Ottawa, 

IL 61350, (815) 433-1811 
• Johnson Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration, P.O. Box 

53, 107 E. Mill St., Kewanee, IL 61443, (309) 852-2610 

ETS (electric thermal storage) heating 
The secondary heating concept for all- 
electric off-peak systems 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative is offering a spe¬ 
cial reduced rate for off-peak heating with electricity. 
Electric thermal storage heating is used during the 
limited number of on-peak hours when the primary- 
electric heat is automatically intermpted. During this 
interruption, the ETS (electric thermal storage) 
secondary heat source is required to earn the off-peak 
rate. While other methods of providing secondary heat 
will work, the least costly and very effective method 

is the installation of an ETS heater. It is also the only 
way to qualify for the all-electric off-peak rate. 
Warm room heating 

Some extra large homes may need more than one 
ETS unit; however, we suggest you start with one unit 
in the “living” area of the house. Other units can be 
added if you find it is necessary. This “Warm Room 
Concept” of heating certain areas in your home is the 
cheapest method of providing the secondary heat 
needed for Illinois Valley Electric’s special off-peak 
rate. 
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New tools for the elderly 
and others in need 

One’s best friend may be 
a dog, but the elderly and 
chronically ill may find a more 
useful companion in HANG — a 
generation of devices designed 
to help the handicapped live 
more independent lives. 

HANG (home-assisted nursing 
care) is being developed by 
Stephen Kaufman of HealthTech 
Services Corp. of Northbrook 
(near Chicago) and is designed to 
take on many of the tasks that 
once could only be performed by 
expensive round-the-clock medi¬ 
cal personnel. 

The robot starts in the morn¬ 
ing with a wake-up call and a 
reminder of daily activities. If a 
person does not answer back 
or if problems arise, HANG is 
designed automatically to make 
phone calls for help to health¬ 
care coordinators and family 
members, as well as to com¬ 
munity emergency services. 

When asked, HANG provides 
instructions on changing dress¬ 
ings and how to perform various 
medical chores. It can take blood 
pressure, pulse and temperature 
readings, and dispense pills. 

“Senior citizens want to stay 
in their own homes, but often 
they are forced to move to a 
retirement village or a nursing 
home because they feel a need 
for continuously available 
support,” Kaufman said in a 
recent report. 

“Many people can’t afford a 
private nurse at home 24 hours 
a day, and the truth is they don’t 
really need a live-in nurse; they 
need HANG.” 

The machine stands about 
four feet tall, resembling a locker 
with a video display terminal on 
top. It has a drawer that opens to 
release blood-pressure moni¬ 
toring equipment and another 
opening through which medi¬ 
cations and other items are 
dispensed. 

HANG is expected to reach the 
market within two years. 

Besides general problems suf¬ 
fered by the elderly, there are 
about one million Americans 
immobilized by accidents or 
illnesses such as multiple 
sclerosis, muscular dystrophy 
and Guillain-Barre syndrome. At 
least one new high-tech device 
— the Iowa electronic elbow — 
is designed to help return in¬ 
dependence to these people. 

Electrobionics Corp. of Ankeny, 
Iowa, is just beginning to market 
the elbow after years of research 
and development funded by the 
State of Iowa and private in¬ 
vestors. Although electronic 
limbs have existed for a long 
time, the elbow is designed to 
help a patient’s existing but non¬ 
functional arm work again. 

It consists of an orthopedic 
brace with a programmable 
actuator attached. The device 
runs the elbow through a range 
of motion, stopping at desired 
positions. The patient can con¬ 
trol the device through shoulder, 
head or foot movements. 

The elbow was a technological 
and design challenge, according 
to its maker. Bob Singer, presi¬ 
dent of Electrobionics. 

“It’s completely different 
than anything that’s out there 
today,” he said. “It’s actually 
easier to design and build an 
artificial limb. We’re creating 
robotics systems that take the 
paralyzed limb along for the 
ride,” which is difficult because 
of problems with weight and 
load. 

Although the number of peo¬ 
ple who would benefit by the 
elbow is considered small. 
Singer said, “We want to help 
the people who have no options, 
no technology and no choice but 
to remain paralyzed without 
function.” 

And he has bigger applica¬ 
tions in mind. 

“I have a vision of a complete 
upper extremity system that will 
control the elbow, wrist and 
hands and make paralyzed peo¬ 
ple functional.” 

For those who have lost limbs, 
the technology just keeps get¬ 
ting better. In June 1992, a 
Swedish woman became the 
world’s first recipient of artificial 
legs attached to permanent 
anchors in the bone. 

Many amputees find that hard 
work in rehabilitation combined 
with high technology can mean 
a return to full mobility, in¬ 
cluding sports. 

At Moss’s Gail Analysis Labo¬ 
ratory in Philadelphia, for 
example, patients are custom- 
fitted with leg prostheses 
through the use of video cameras 
and “force plates” in the floor 
that measure a patient’s steps 
precisely. 

Like sensitive scales, the elec¬ 
tronic plates record the pressure 
as a patient steps down and they 
measure side-to-side and front- 
to-back forces. A computer- 
driven laser shows the force and 
direction of the step as a bright 
red line, and a two-way mirror 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
* * * Available options and programs* * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, and others are for convenience and safety. 

* * *Featuring this month* * * 
A/ Rural T.V. Program for IVEC Members!!! 

• Complete satellite T.V. systems 
installed by IVEC 
Low price of $1,997.50 
Finance 24 months —10% APR 

****** 

• TV Programming Available by IVEC 
Basic Service — $ 11.95 mo. 
HBO-Cinemax-Disney other 
selections at low monthly rates!! 

Look over this list and find the programs 
that fit your needs and call us. 

• Dual energy space heating with electricity as primary source at off-peak rate of 3.75 cents 
kwh — $75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat 
for geothermv.. and dual energy "all-electric" systems 

• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak) 
• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for IVEC members only — 

$125.00 rebate if controlled by timer clock 
• An $8 per month credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled by timer clock 
• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 
★ 300% efficiency — ground source GTS ★better than gas furnace ★clean energy 
★ off-peak rate of 3.75<£ kwh with ETS secondary heating ★ economical/affordable 
★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 
• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Economy Pack $8.95 mo. — Basic Service 

$11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. — other program selections available 
• Air conditioning load leveler credit of $20 for summer months of July and August — $40 total 

benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 
• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month 
• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 
• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 
• Six bill payment locations throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 
• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 
• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage. 

If you want more information about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member 
Services Department at toll-free 800-654-1088. 

unlden 
Satellite Television Systems 

UST 4400 Super 
• Built-in Descrambler 
• Wireless Remote 
• Standard C-Band 
• 24 Channel 

Ku Band Optional 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M.—4:30 P.M. 
Monday through Friday 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 

P.O. Box 70 
Route 6 & 34 West 

Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

Your board of directors 
President, Earl Bates, Kewanee, District 2; Vice President, John Scott, Neponset, 
District 8; Secretary-Treasurer, Joe Danielson, Princeton, District 7; Ralph Freebairn, Ottawa, 
District 5; Vincent Fredrickson, Victoria, District 9; John Knueppel, Cambridge, District 1; 
Marion Rieker, Sheffield, District 3; Robert Sondgeroth, Mendota, District 4; and Dorothy 
Wilson, Hennepin, District 6. 

Member rights, responsibilities and advantages 
We hate to admit it, but sometimes we have a 

tendency to forget that all of our members haven’t 
always received their electricity from an electric 
cooperative. You may not all know about the 
advantages of receiving electricity from an elec¬ 
tric cooperative — your rights, your privileges and 
your responsibilities. 

If you receive your electric service from an elec¬ 
tric cooperative, you should know: 

• You are a member of the cooperative and as 
a member your are legally part-owner of it. 

• You have a right to attend your annual 
members’ meeting and vote on co-op directors. 

• You have a responsibility to keep up with 
developments affecting your cooperative. 

• Your cooperative was established by local 
activists at a time when existing utilities refused 
or neglected to serve the area where you live now. 

• Most electric cooperatives have received 
loans from the federal government to build and 
extend their systems. Some subsidy is involved, 
but this is not unique in the utility business. All 
types of electric utilities, including the investor- 
owned utilities (IOU) and municipally owned 
utilities, benefit in one way or another. In fact, 
studies show that federal subsidies to electric 
cooperatives are not as large as those to the lOUs 
and municipal utilities. 

Why do I receive REN magazine? 

Electric cooperatives began publishing periodi¬ 
cals such as this in the 1940s to communicate 
with their members when the cooperatives were 
being attacked in extensive advertising and pub¬ 
licity campaigns. Today, distorted and otherwise 
inaccurate information is still a problem and the 
attacks by our competition continue today. 

Your electric cooperative relies on the REN 
magazine, not only to relay information about 
your business, but also to encourage you to use 
electricity wisely and safely. Promoting electrical 

safety can help save the lives of cooperative 
members and can save money. 

Promoting wise use of energy can benefit you 
in a number of ways, including these: 

• Helping shave electricity use during peak 
periods of the day or season. Lowering peak 
demand helps hold the line on everyone’s rates. 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative and partici¬ 
pating members will be doing this by using load 
management controls on electric heat systems, 
water heaters, and air conditioners. 

• Helping our members make informed deci¬ 
sions in purchasing new, efficient technology, 
such as the ground source heat pump and the new 
energy efficient air source heat pump. These two 
comfort conditioning systems operate three to four 
times more efficiently than the highest efficiency 
fossil fuel furnace. Both systems can do this 
because instead of burning a fuel to make heat, 
they simply move existing heat from one place to 
another. In the case of the ground source heat 
pump; it moves heat from the earth, where the 
temperature is a constant 50 degrees year round, 
into your home. The air source heat pump moves 
heat molecules from the air into your home. 

When something comes up, 
IVEC won’t let you down 

Wind, rain, summer or winter storms are just 
a few things that can cause damage and interrupt 
your electric service. Our professional and ex¬ 
perienced crews are trained to put things back in 
order as fast as possible. As your locally owned 
electric cooperative, we take pride in serving our 
members. Our commitment to you and our com¬ 
munity is to never let you down, no matter what. 
In fact, every member of the co-op staff—from 
linemen to receptionists and managers —are 
there to assist you. So when trouble pops up, 
so do we. It’s all part of being a co-op. And we 
wouldn’t have it any other way! 
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Roper Organization completes survey 
Consumers unclear who serves them 

Consumers tend to identify incorrectly the type 
of electric utility that serves them, according 
to a recent survey by The Roper Organization. 
National figures show 76.9 percent of consumers 
are served by investor-owned electric companies, 
12.6 percent by publicly owned electric com¬ 
panies such as municipal utilities, and 10.5 per¬ 
cent are served by consumer-owned electric 
cooperatives. However, when asked what type of 
utility provides their electricity, 30 percent said 
investor-owned, 37 percent said publicly owned, 
and 9 percent said cooperative. Twenty-four per¬ 
cent said they don’t know. The survey on attitudes 
toward rural and urban communities was com¬ 
missioned by the National Rural Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Association in Washington, D.C. 

Rural Americans feel their community 
is better off than the U.S. as a whole 

Just about every American feels his or her com¬ 
munity is better off than the nation as a whole, but 
nowhere is this more true than in rural America, 
according to a recent survey by The Roper 
Organization. 

Rural Americans agree the country is on the 
wrong track, but they are the only group of Ameri¬ 
cans where a solid majority feels its own commu¬ 
nity is going in the right direction. Six in 10 rural 
Americans say their community is headed in the 
right direction compared with 47 percent nation¬ 
wide who say the same. In fact, fully two-thirds 
(66 percent) of rural Americans say they are opti¬ 
mistic about the future of their community, com¬ 
pared with 54 percent for the nation as a whole. 

The survey on attitudes toward rural America 
was commissioned by the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association in Washington, D.C. 

Where Americans say they want to live 
Rural America is where more Americans would 

prefer to live — if they could — although not in 
overwhelming numbers, according to a recent 
survey by The Roper Organization. One-third of 
Americans say they would choose to live in small 
towns or rural areas. Only 1 in 10 say they would 
choose to live in a large city. Other choices are 
a medium-size city (21 percent) or a suburban 
area (also 21 percent), and 16 percent would 
like to live in a small city. The survey on attitudes 
toward rural America was commissioned by the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association in 
Washington, D.C. 

Rural people feel American Dream 
is alive and well 

Rural Americas are still believers in the 
American Dream at a time when others are 
expressing their doubts, according to a recent 
survey by The Roper Organization. One in five 
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rural Americans (21 percent) say the American 
Dream is very much alive, compared with 16 
percent for people from all parts of the country. 
The survey on attitudes toward rural America 
was commissioned by the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association in Washington, D.C. 

Places people want to live 

Source: The Roper Organization 
Consumers are loyal to electric co-ops 

Cooperatives and publicly owned electric com¬ 
panies appear to have the most customer sat¬ 
isfaction or loyalty, according to a recent survey 
by The Roper Organization. Among consumers 
who say their electric service is currently being 
provided by an electric cooperative, 57 percent 
say they would prefer to maintain the type of 
electric service they now have, while 56 per¬ 
cent of those who are served by a publicly owned 
company say the same. Only 29 percent of con¬ 
sumers who believe they have an investor-owned 
electric company say they would like to keep 
what they have — nearly 50 percent would choose 
one of the other two forms of utility ownership. 
The survey on attitudes toward rural and ur¬ 
ban communities was commissioned by the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association in 
Washington, D.C. 

Electric service is highly regarded 
Americans give high ratings of satisfaction 

with their electric service, according to a recent 
survey by The Roper Organization. More than 
8 in 10 Americans (83 percent) say they Eire 
very to reasonably satisfied with the service 
they get from their electric company. By com¬ 
parison, slightly more than two-thirds indicate 
they are as satisfied with the local telephone 
service (68 percent) or their cable TV company 
(64 percent.) The survey on attitudes toward 
rural and urban communities was commissioned 
by the National Rural Electric Cooperative Asso¬ 
ciation in Washington, D.C. 



Quarterly operating statement 

Report for January 1, 1992 to December 31r 1992 

Account Description 1991 1992 Statistics and Revenue Data 1991 1992 

Operating Revenue and Patronage Capital.. $7,627,221 $7,985,894 Number Connected Consumers  83 87 

Cost of Purchased Power     4,683,080 4,876,651 Average KWH Used  11,789 11,855 

Distribution Expense-Operation  257,838 260,643 Average Bill  $1,363 $1,424 

Distribution Expense-Maintenance  486,794 389,847 No. KWH Purchased  72,894,837 73,973,519 

Consumer Accounts Expense  199,821 196,477 No. KWH Sold & Used by Co-op  66,187,467 66,554,126 

Customer Service and Line Loss Percent  92% 9.7% 

Informational Expense  161,081 160,850 Cost Per KWH Purchased  6.424 6.594 

Administrative & General Expense  536,855 665,908 Cost Per KWH Delivered  11.854 12.214 

Operation & Maintenance Expense  6,325,469 6,550,376 Member Cost Per KWH  11.564 12.014 

Depreciation & Amortization Expense   128,098 154,924 Miles Energized  1,744 1,750 

Tax Expense-Property  42,427 50,285 Revenue Per Mile  $4,373 $4,563 

Tax Expense - Other  77,381 79,264 Total Expense Per Mile  $4,482 $4,650 

Interest on Long-Term Debt  1,244,950 1,303,419 Total Cooperative Payroll  $1,137,560 $1,077,765 

Cost of Electric Service  7,818,325 8,138,268 Total Out-of-Pocket Direct Expenses 

Patronage Capital & Operating Margins ... (191,104) (152,374) Reimbursed to Employees  $3,989.46 $2,854.21 

Nonoperating Margins - Interest  86,341 44,172 Total Director Per Diem Days  252 243 

Nonoperating Margins - Other  45,608 (24,084) Total Director Per Diem Amount  $18,900.00 $18,250.00 

Extraordinary Items  463 142 Total Out-of-Pocket Direct Expenses 

Patronage Capital or Margins  (58,692) (132,144) Reimbursed to Directors  $11,045.12 $12,844.00 

the present employee safety program for IVEC. 
Dave Diederich of AIEC attended the board 
meeting and is helping with the safety program 
review. 

3. IVEC will host a seminar on Transient 
Voltage and Surge Suppression on April 7. The 
seminar will be conducted by Champion, Inc. of 
Sun Prairie, Wisconsin. 

4. It was reported that House Bill 666, Mu¬ 
nicipal Annexation was voted on by the Agricul¬ 
ture Committee on March 18, 1993. The bill 
passed in committee by 20 to 1. The bill is 
scheduled to be voted on in the Illinois House in 
April. 

5. A motion was made and approved to proceed 
with the 180 and 1180 project east of Princeton. 
The contractor for the project is J.F. Edwards. 

6. A motion was made and approved .to au¬ 
thorize quotes on a load management system. 

7. A motion was made and approved to change 
the Saturday, August 7, 1993, date for the 1993 
IVEC Annual Meeting to Tuesday, August 3, 1993. 
A breakfast will be served before the meeting. 
More details will follow later. 

The next board meeting is scheduled for 
April 27, 1993, at 11 a.m. The May board meeting 
will be held on May 24, 1993. The June board 
meeting is scheduled for the 22nd. 

1% Board Room 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to 
order by president Earl Bates at 9:20 a.m. on 
Tuesday, March 23, 1993, with all directors 
present except Joe Danielson. General manager 
T.L. Christensen, attorney Gary Barnhart, auditor 
Zane Juncker and Dave Diederich of AIEC were 
also present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the 
past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board 
concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 
reviewed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or 
moved on: 

1. Auditor Zane Juncker of Larson, Allen 
and Weishair and Company attended the board 
meeting to give the 1992 Auditor’s Report. 

2. A motion wad made and approved to review 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
Is this your account number? 

0000613500 _ „ orkriL -^00 
Call toll-free — 800-654-1088 

If your name appears in this center section, mixed in with copy, you 
will receive a nice prize. 
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Member Services Kenneth J. West 

IVEC payment centers to serve your area 
Illinois Valley Electric has established six locations to pay electric 

bills in addition to its office facilities in Princeton. This added 
convenience is another service to benefit IVEC members. 

☆ Galva Area 
First Illini Bank 

112 N. Exchange Street 
Galva, Illinois 61434 

☆ Ottawa Area 
First National Bank of Ottawa 

701 LaSalle Street 
Ottawa, Illinois 61350 

☆ Princeton Area 
Citizens First National Bank of Princeton 

606 South Main Street 
Princeton, Illinois 61356 

☆ Sheffield Area 
First Bank of Sheffield 

113 South Main Street 
Sheffield, Illinois 61361 

☆ Kewanee Area 
Peoples National Bank of Kewanee 

207 North Tremont Street 
Kewanee, Illinois 61443 

☆ Peru-LaSalle Area 
Citizens First National Bank of Peru 

925 Shooting Park Road 
Peru, Illinois 61354 

Note: All questions relating to your energy usage, or to a billing problem, 
must be directed to the billing department at the main office in Princeton. 

The centers can only accept and process member payments. 

IVEC MEMBERS . . 
Scheduled meter reading dates for 1993 
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Many members try to assist our meter readers by making their meters more 
accessible during the meter reading dates each month. For your convenience, above 
are the meter reading dates for June, July and August. 

**"Holiday closing*** 
The Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative office will be closed on Monday, May 31, in observance 

of Memorial Day. Please call toll free 800-654-1088 to report emergencies. This service is available 
24 hours per day. Have a safe and enjoyable summer!! 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

IVEC MEMBERS!! Subscribe to Rural TV . . . 
Satellite TV Equipment and Programming Available 

Call Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative • Phone 800-654-1088 
There are over 150 unscrambled channels available plus the following subscriptions: 

Expanded Basic 28 channels for $19.95 per month 
Arts& Entertainment WWOR Lifetime 
Discovery Channel ESPN Family Channel 

"Learning Channel WTBS "Nostalgia Channel 
Nickelodeon CNN Prime Network 

"Travel Channel VH-1 USA Network 
Weather Channel MTV WSBK 

Country Music Television 
Headline News 
Nashville Network 
PrimeTime 24 (WABC, WXIA, WBBM) 
Superstar Connection (KTVT, WGN, WPIX) 

"Black Entertainment Television 
'unscrambled channels 

Basic Service 17 channels for $11.95 per month 
Nashville Network 
Family Channel 
Nickelodeon 
USA Network 

Discovery Channel Country Music Television 
Headline News "Learning Channel 

"Nostalgia Channel Superstar Connection (KTVT, WGN, WPIX) 
"Travel Channel Cartoon Network 

'unscrambled channels 

ESPN 
CNN 
WTBS 

G5 Package 10 channels for $8.95 per month 

Arts & Entertainment 
Family Channel 

CNN 
Headline News 
WGN 

Discovery Channel 
Nashville Network 
WTBS 

Our premium channels 
Programs Per Mo. 

HBO $7.95 
Cinemax 7.95 
Disney 7.95 
Showtime 7.95 
The Movie Channel 7.95 

INITIAL SET UP CHARGE 
(ONE TIME FEE): $10.00 

TO CHANGE SERVICE 
SUBSCRIBED TO: $5.00 

HBO, Cinemax, Showtime, The Movie Channel 
and Disney Combinations 

Any 2 services 14.95 
Any 3 services 20.95 
Any 4 services 27.95 
All 5 services 33.95 

ESPN 
USA Network 

uniden 
Satellite Television Systems 

Full one-year warranty 

on every satellite component 

ADDRESS CHANGES: . ..$1.00 
Satellite Sports Network 8.55 
Home Team Sports MSG PSN Rock Mountain 

REHIT CHARGE:   ..$5.50 
HSE PASS PSN Upper Midwest 
KBL Network Pacific Sports Sport South 
Midwest Sports Prime Ticket Sunshine Network 

Call toll free 
1-800-654-1088 
Ask for a Member 

Services Representative 

Complete satellite television systems installed by IVEC! 
* * * Check this low installation price!!!! * * * 

Special Price (C Band-24 Channel) $1,480.00 
Sales Tax $ 92.50 

Equipment Price + Tax $1,572.50 
Installation  $ 425.00 

Total Price $1,997.50 
Financing available — 24 months — 10% APR 
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Illinois would be dark 
without us 

In 86 of the state’s 102 counties, elec¬ 
tric cooperatives are faithfully serving 
more than 600,000 citizens. They were 
formed years ago by people who 
united to improve their lives. 
Though the first mission was to 
bring electricity to remote areas, 
today the role of these not-for- 
profit utilities has expanded to 
help better the quality of life in 
many other ways. Now an estab¬ 
lished part of their communities, 
the electric cooperatives are working 
to attract and keep local businesses, to 
provide safe water supplies, to provide 
up-to-date TV and telecommunications, 
to support civic, social and youth activi¬ 
ties. They are good neighbors, and they 
still have a lot of work to do. As long as 
there are people living in that three-fourths 
of Illinois, the electric cooperatives will be 
there to serve them. 

Federal subsidies to electric utilities per consumer 

Municipal utilities Investor-owned utilities Electric cooperatives 
$92.47 $60.17 $39.48 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 

(Continued from page 12a) 
superimposes the line on the 
video of the moving leg. 

Electronic arms that can grasp 
and hold are helping arm and 
hand amputees as well, and 
special appliances have been 

devised that allow patients 
to attach tennis and squash 
rackets, billiard cues, croquet 
mallets and the apparatus of 
other games to otherwise un¬ 
used stumps. 

Whether it’s a talking robot. 

an elbow from Iowa or an elec¬ 
tronic arm, “state-of-the-art” 
is now an important factor in 
enhancing the lives of the handi¬ 
capped and disabled. 
— Rural Electric News Service. 
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Biotech produce — coming soon 
to a grocer near you 

There may be more than ran¬ 
domly arranged greens in your 
salad of the future. Some of the 
genetic material inside those 
vegetables could be tossed 
around as well. 

The long-delayed biotech 
revolution in agriculture is 
finally coming, and it means 
either the answer to all farmers’ 
and grocers’ problems or the 
possible end of civilization as we 
know it, depending on who you 
talk to. 

Agriculture biotechnology, or 
genetic engineering, involves 
altering plants or animals by 
splicing DNA, the series of genes 
that makes an ear of corn an ear 
of corn or a human a human. 

The first of many new crops 
invented through biotechnology 
is due on grocery store shelves in 
early fall. It is the Flavr Savr 
tomato, the product of eight 
years and $20 million in re¬ 
search by Calgene Inc. and the 
Campbell Soup Co. One of the 
tomato’s genes has been modi¬ 
fied to retard spoilage, and its 
developers say that means con¬ 
sumers can soon have a ripe and 
tasty alternative to the often 
pale, mushy and bland variety 
now available at non-harvest 
time. The new tomato will be 
more expensive than the kind 
that is harvested green and 
chemically ripened. 

“Your backyard tomato is 
the gold standard,” said Steve 
Benoit, vice president of mar¬ 
keting for Calgene Fresh, a sub¬ 
sidiary of Calgene, Inc. “That’s 
what we’re striving for.” 

Benoit said the first Flavr Savr 
won’t be backyard quality “but 
the technology will allow us to 
eventually introduce those heir¬ 
loom varieties. This is the first 
step. This will be a taste that 
reminds you of the backyard.” 

Calgene CEO Roger Salquist 
predicts the company will sell 
$500 million worth of Flavr 

Savrs by the end of the decade, 
but the tomato has already 
become a lightning rod for a 
growing controversy over tech¬ 
nological manipulation of the 
food supply. 

Some growers, consumer 
groups, environmentalists and 
even chefs oppose rearranging of 
genes in produce. 

There is no evidence of any 
health threat from the high-tech 
tomato, but it is the target of a 
vocal “Pure Food Campaign” by 
anti-biotech activist Jeremy 
Rifkin, who has called for a 
boycott. Public acceptance of the 
tomato could signal the future 
for hundreds of other genetically 
engineered plants being de¬ 
veloped with a total $1 billion 
investment by various biotech 
companies. Among them is corn 
that resists insects, diseases 
and herbicides; raspberries that 
stay fresh longer; potatoes with 
less starch to improve frying; 
cheaper and more nutritious 
oils; and BST, the controversial 
growth hormone that makes 
cows produce more milk. After a 
fierce opposition campaign by 
Rifkin, BST’s approval is now 
languishing at the Food and 
Drug Administration. 

Today’s genetic manipulation 
of plants is relatively simple: 

Want to make carrots with more 
beta-carotene? Find their beta- 
carotene gene. Take it out. 
Speed up its time clock. Put it 
back. Rifkin and other oppo¬ 
nents fear that simple process 
could lead to more complex and 
controversial technology. 

An experiment at one com¬ 
pany, for example, involves 
inserting a flounder gene into a 
tomato to help it withstand 
freezing. Is this some violation of 
natural law? What would it 
mean to vegetarians and certain 
religious groups? Are there 
unforeseen environmental or 
biological effects? And, what 
happens when human genes 
start making it into the gourmet 
section? 

Henry Miller, director of FDA’s 
Office of Biotechnology, com¬ 
pares genetic engineering to 
crossbreeding plants. In a news¬ 
paper article, he pointed out that 
vaccines against measles, 
rubella and polio were geneti¬ 
cally engineered. 

“For decades, genes have 
been transferred from one spe¬ 
cies to another ... to yield com¬ 
monly available food plants, 
including oats, rice, currants, 
potatoes, tomatoes, wheat and 
corn,” he wrote. “The tech¬ 
niques of what some call the 
‘new biotechnology’ — gene 
splicing, tissue cultures and 
the rest — essentially speed up 
and target with greater precision 
the kinds of genetic improve¬ 
ment long carried out by other 
methods.” 

But even some in the biotech¬ 
nology industry say the govern¬ 
ment has gone too far in easing 
safety tests for genetically en¬ 
gineered foods. Under new 
regulations, producers do not 
need USDA permits to grow 
most gene-altered versions of 
corn, potatoes, tomatoes, soy¬ 
beans, tobacco and cotton. At 

(Continued on page 12d) 
ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/July 1993 12a 



Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
* * * Available options and programs* * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, and others are for convenience and safety. 

* * * Featuring this month* * * 
Control air-conditioning costs 

with a "load leveler" 
Enjoy the summer season and keep cooling costs 
economical with electricity. Help reduce summer 
peak demand and earn a $20 credit on your electric 
bill for July and August. 

The Earned Credit — $40.00 over two months 

Look over this list and find the programs 
that fit your needs and caU us. 

• Dual energy space heating with electricity as primary source at off-peak rate of 3.75 cents 
kwh — $75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat 
for geothermal and dual energy "all-electric" systems 

• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak) 

• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for IVEC members only — 
$125.00 rebate if controlled by timer clock 

• An $8 per month credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled by timer clock 

• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 

★ 300% efficiency — ground source GTS ★better than gas furnace ★clean energy 

★ off-peak rate of 3.75c kwh with ETS secondary heating ★economical/affordable 

★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 

• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Economy Pack $8.95 mo. — Basic Service 
$11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. — other program selections available 

• Air conditioning load leveler credit of $20 for summer months of July and August — $40 total 
benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 

• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month 

• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 

• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 

• Six bill payment locations throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 

• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 

• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage. 

If you want more information about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member 
Services Department at toll-free 800-654-1088. 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M.-4:30 P.M. 
Monday through Friday 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 

P.O. Box 70 
Route 6 & 34 West 

Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

Your board of directors 
President, Earl Bates, Kewanee, District 2; Vice President, John Scott, Neponset, 

District 8; Secretary-Treasurer, Joe Danielson, Princeton, District 7; Ralph Freebairn, Ottawa, 

District 5; Vincent Fredrickson, Victoria, District 9; John Knueppel, Cambridge, District 1; 

Marion Rieker, Sheffield, District 3; Robert Sondgeroth, Mendota, District 4; and Dorothy 

Wilson, Hennepin, District 6. 

'Youth to Washington' winners 
Four outstanding area high school students have 
won all-expense-paid tours to Washington, D.C., in 
the Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative "Youth to 
Washington" competition. April Larson of Knoxville, 
Brad Beemer of Mendota, Kim Taets of Annawan and 
Heather Atkinson of Oneida were selected winners 
during interviews on April 21. They will join other 
students from across Illinois on the Washintgon tour 
June 18-25. Two other students, Thad Croft of Depue 
and Suzanne Frank of Annawan were named runners- 
up. These six were among 33 area students who ob¬ 
served state government in action April 21, when they 
met with Sen. Todd Sieben in Springfield as they rep¬ 
resented Illinois Valley Electric on "Illinois Rural 
Electric and Telephone Youth Day." The area students 
were among some 200 Illinois high school students 
who also met with Illinois Comptroller Dawn Clark 
Netsch, keynote speaker during a noon luncheon. The 
students also toured many of the historic sites of 
Springfield, including the Old State Capitol, Lincoln's 
Home and Neighborhood, Lincoln's Tomb and the 
Illinois Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Representing 

Illinois Valley Electric were, front row, from left: Linda 
Lorenzen, chaperone from Illinois Valley, Florije 
Zendeli of Mendota, Anjali Patel, Julie Weberski of 
LaSalle, Senator Todd Sieben, Beth Kuster, Tera 
Vujakovick of Kewanee, Thad Croft of Depue, Barry 
Burkman, chaperone from Illinois Valley. Second Row: 
Carrie Borkgren of Cambridge, April Larson of 
Knoxville, Jennifer McKown of Williamfield, Suzanne 
Frank of Annawan, Jill Headley and Manda Gerard of 
Galva. Third Row: Heather Brown of Putnam County, 
Tanya Hepner of Cambridge, Zack King of Oneida, 
Brad Beemer of Mendota, Beth Dobrich of Depue, 
Courtney Edwards and Darin Croegaert of Princeton. 
Fourth Row: Gail Norton, Angie Bennett of Neponset, 
Margaret Papp of Wyanet, Kim Stoner, Janice Casolari 
of Hall, Kim Taets of Annawan, Heather Atkinson of 
Oneida. Fifth row: Elizabeth Papp of Wyanet, Brian 
Garcia of Putnam County, Rhonda Milburn, Kim 
Winslow of Stark County, Shawn Stalvey of Knoxville, 
Allison Koch and Tim Billhorn, both of LaMoille. The 
day-long activities were sponsored by the electric and 
telephone cooperatives of Illinois. 
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Board Room 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called 
to order by president Earl Bates at 11 a.m. on 
Tuesday, April 27, 1993, with all directors present 
except Marion Rieker. General manager T.L. 
Christensen, attorney Gary Barnhart, and REA 
representative Stuart Churchill were also present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the 
past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board 
concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 
reviewed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or 
moved on: 

1. It was reported the Illinois Youth Day held 
in Springfield on April 21, 1993, went well. Thirty- 
three students from area schools attended. Out 
of the 33 IVEC-sponsored students, four were 
picked through a testing procedure to go to 
Washington, D.C., in June for the National Youth 
to Washington trip. 

2. It was reported that Illinois Power Company 
is installing equipment on IVEC’s radio towers at 
Deer Park and Kewanee. The company will soon 
begin using IVEC towers and equipment for their 
communications system. 

3. A motion was made and approved to accept 
the Auditor’s Report given at the March 23, 1993, 
board meeting. 

4. A motion was made and approved to accept 
an agreement with Electric Labs to do meter 

testing for 1993. 
5. A motion was made and approved to ac¬ 

cept an agreement with Kevin Allicks for 1993 

to do trenching. 
6. A motion was made and approved to renew 

membership dues to National Rural Telecom¬ 
munications Council for 1993. 

7. A motion was made and approved to renew 
membership in the Princeton Chamber of Com¬ 
merce for 1993. 

8. A motion was made and approved to buy 
surge protectors for cooperative members to pur¬ 
chase for their homes. IVEC crews would install 
them. Some insurance companies may also give 
a discount for having surge protectors. 

9. A motion was made and approved regarding 
the 1993 Annual Meeting. There will be no news¬ 
paper advertising, only radio announcements 
one or two days before the Annual Meeting on 
August 3, 1993. The breakfast and registration 
will begin at 8 a.m. and run until 10 a.m. The 
meeting will begin at 10 a.m. A $5 credit will be 
given towards the members electric bill at regis¬ 
tration time. 

10. It was reported that O&M Services has 
tested 3,001 poles for IVEC during 1993. 

11. A motion was made and approved to 
renegotiate all large power and interruptible rate 
contracts due to Soyland Power Cooperative’s rate 
change taking effect June 15, 1993. 

12. It was also approved to initiate necessary 
changes in IVEC’s water timer and air condi¬ 
tioning incentives to reflect Soyland Power 
Cooperative’s new demand price signal. 

13. A motion was made and approved to pur¬ 
chase phase 1 of the load management program 
that was discussed at the board meeting. 

The next board meeting is scheduled for 
May 25, 1993, at 10 a.m. The June board meeting 
will be held on June 22, 1993. The July board 
meeting is scheduled for the 27th. 

IVEC MEMBERS . . 

Scheduled meter reading dates for 1993 

JULY 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

AUGUST 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

C
O

 
C

N
J 

29 30 31 

SEPTEMBER 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 

12d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/July 1993 



Member Services 

How does IVEC decide which 
electric lines to fix first? 

When an outage occurs, restoring electrical 
power is often a complicated process. Damage 
done by wind, ice or other bad weather usually 
occurs at several points in the distribution system. 
The idea is to get the power back on for everyone 
in the most efficient manner. 

When a wide-spread outage occurs, the first 
location the repair crew checks is the substation. 

Linemen then work their way out on the main 
distribution line, restoring service to the main 
feeder lines, then lines serving groups of homes 
and finally individual consumers. 

Fixing the power at an individual home first is 
useless if the main line is dead. No electricity 
would flow into the home anyway. By repairing 
the main line first many more people would have 
their power restored. 

The diagram shows that Step A would be repairing the main 
distribution line. Since there is no damage leading to houses 
4 and 5, this would automatically restore their power. Next, 
(Step B), the problem with the tap line leading off the main 
line would be cleared up. This would restore power to 
houses 1 and 2. After the high voltage lines are repaired, 
power to individual members (house 3 in the diagram) would 
be restored (Step C). The entire system would then be in 
good working order. 

You can control your thermostat 
and reduce your electric bill 

The single most important way consumers have 
of reducing their summer energy costs is the air 
conditioning thermostat. Air conditioning and 
heating are the largest users of energy in the 
home. The recommended “normal” summer 
setting is 78 degrees. For each degree you lower 
the setting, you bill will increase significantly — 
as much as 8 percent. 

Two-Way Radio and Telephone Service 
Offering area wide coverage Reach your people — in the field or on the road. | Offering Motorola quality products 

The Radio System Offers the Following Specifications: The 800 MHZ frequency trunking system "pools" several 
radio channels so that all users in a given area have automatic access to any free channel — privacy — no fade area. 

All features for as little as $7.00 per month. 
Optional Telephone Interconnect: If your mobile radio is equipped for telephone, by merely pushing the phone button, 
your portable or mobile radio connects you to a commercial telephone line. After the dial tone is heard, your radio 
"becomes" a telephone. 

This feature for as little as $11.45 per month. 
Call Toll Free 800-654-1088 — Ask for a Member Services Representative 

***Notice of holiday closing# * * 

The Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative office 
will be closed on Monday, July 5, in observance 
of the July 4th holiday. Please call toll free 
800-654-1088 to report emergencies. This service 
is available 24 hours per day. Have a safe and 
enjoyable summer!! 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
Is this your account number? 

0001778501 
Call toll-free - 800-654-1088 

If your name appears in this center section, mixed in with copy, you 
will receive a nice prize. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/July 1993 12e 



IVEC members . . . Mark your calendar!!! 

1993 Annual 
Meeting 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
Tuesday morning, August 

Schedule of events 
^Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. 
^Breakfast available beginning at 8:00 a.m. in cafeteria 
^Annual meeting to begin at 10:00 a.m. 
^Registration prize — $5.00 credit coupon 
^Marketing and load management exhibits 

3rd, 1993 
Special display 

The State of Illinois' E-85 
Ethanol Demonstration car 
will be present at the annual 
meeting. Come and see this 
vehicle that is designed to 
operate on a high-ethanol 
fuel made from corn. 

Princeton High School Auditorium 
103 South Euclid Avenue 

Princeton, Illinois 

Special bargain table!! Discounted prices to IVEC members only! 

  All of these items available at low prices   
Long life light bulbs/130V (4-pak) 
(40, 60, 75, 100W sizes available) 
Halogen energy efficient lamps 
18-watt compact fluorescent lamps 
1-qt. yogurt maker 
Power peeler 

Digital oral thermometer with 
disposable covers 
1-qt. electric tea kettle 
Digital bath scales 
AM/FM digital clock radio 
Curly fry cutter 

Clock/Timer 
Ice cream freezer—4 qt. 
6-outlet surge suppressor 
25-ft. extension cord 
20-inch box fan 

Limited availability of some Bargain Table items. Cooperative has right to substitute. 

Drawing 
For Grand Prize 

Black & Decker 
Electric Cordless 
Lawnmower 

Plus other prizes to be awarded 
after meeting including: 

Royal Dirt Devil hand vac w/attachment kit 
Maverick deluxe electric indoor grill 
Broil King hot electric serving tray 
Black & Decker Toast-R-Oven broiler 
Shop-Vac 5 gallon wet-dry vac 
Cheyanne 28" solid oak and glass table lamp 
Litex Crown 52 hugger ceiling fan 
GE Spacemaker AM/FM clock radio 
11" electric cool touch skillet 
10C programmable Quick Drip 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
New Illinois Valley Electric program 
offers the latest in home lightning protection 

If you have a houseful of sensitive electronic 
equipment and cringe every time a big storm rolls 
in, you are a prime candidate for Illinois Valley 
Electric’s newest program, SurgeGuard. 

For SurgeGuard, we’ve teamed up with the 
experts from the LEA/Dynatech Company to offer 
comprehensive home protection from extreme 
surges of voltage that are primarily caused by 
lightning. 

With this SurgeGuard Program, LEA/Dynatech’s 
patented Meter Socket Adapter is installed by an 
Illinois Valley Electric serviceman between the 
meter base and the meter itself. This adapter 
safely diverts excess electrical surges to ground. 
This protection plan includes LEA/Dynatech’s 
extended 10-year equipment warranty as well as 
coverage up to $5,000 per “standard equipment’’ 
damage or $2,000,000 per residence if the adapter 
should fail. Standard equipment includes stoves, 
refrigerators, washers, dryers, etc. 

An optional SurgeGuard Program Plus program 
includes everything offered in the above program 
— and more. In addition to the above standard 
equipment coverage, SurgeGuard Program 
Plus also covers “electronic equipment” that is 
plugged into LEA/Dynatech's Plug-In Protector. 
Electronic equipment includes TVs, VCRs, 
computers, stereos and other home devices that 
incorporate extensive electronic circuitry and 
components. 

The board of directors, at their April 27th 
meeting, initiated a surge protection program for 
interested Illinois Valley Electric members. 

Illinois Valley Electric will provide the Surge- 
Guard equipment and installation for a total of 
$176.00. This includes the meter socket adapter, 
labor and 10 year product warranty. Also, a 10 
year extended warranty against “consequential 
damages” to standard home appliances is another 
feature in this package. 

In addition, the cooperative has selected an 
“optional” plug-in protector device for inside the 
home to protect sensitive electronic equipment 
such as TVs, VCRs, computers, and stereos that 
require more shielding from power surges. This 
also brings additional benefits with a lifetime 
warranty on the product and “consequential 
damages” to all electronic equipment when used 
in conjunction with the above meter socket surge 
protection adapter. This unit sells for $68.75 and 
the member installs this plug-in device to operate 
his electronic equipment. 

In offering this protection, Illinois Valley Electric 

will advise members that a discount on their 
home-owners insurance premium may be possible 
if they contact their respective insurance carriers. 

The cooperative has ordered the home protec¬ 
tion units and expects delivery within 3 to 4 
weeks. 

SurgeGuard Program 
Member price list 1993 

* * * Meter socket adapters* * * 
Surge protection for member electronic ap¬ 

pliances and equipment. Included is a total home 
protection warranty against consequential dam¬ 
ages to all standard home equipment such as 
refrigerators, freezers, pumps, etc. Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative will install device at meter 
socket upon order from member. 

MSA 120/240 (200 amp) Home Protector 
Meter Socket Plug-In Device $137.50 
Labor to Install Device  38.50 

*$176.00 

* Includes adapter, installation and 10 year 
product warranty which includes replacement of 
unit if destroyed while protecting home. 

* * * Plug-in protectors — optional* * * 

Protects sensitive electronic equipment such as 
TVs, VCRs, computers, stereos and other home 
devices requiring more protective shielding. 
Member installs this simple plug-in device inside 
home. 

Two outlet TTC 215 
Transient Tamer * $68.75 

* Includes lifetime warranty on plug-in device and 
lifetime warranty against consequential damages 
to all electronic equipment when used in conjunc¬ 
tion with MSA Home Protector Adapter as listed 
aboVe- j Robert D. Young 

Our greatest goal at Illinois Valley Electric is to 
provide you with reliable, trouble-free electric 
service. However, like the weather, some things 
are out of our control. Something as easy as 
SurgeGuard can effectively protect your home 
from electrical surges. 

If you would like more information on Illinois 
Valley Electric’s new SurgeGuard Program, 
please call the Member Services Department at 
1-800-654-1088. 
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Getting the job done 

□GETHER 
Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Not far from the Mississippi River in 

western Illinois, there’s a new subdi¬ 

vision in which all of the houses are heated and cooled by geother¬ 

mal systems. The geothermal system’s underground liquid-filled 

loops carry energy from within the soil, a method four times more 

efficient than fossil-fuel systems. The local electric cooperative 

played a big role in getting this low-cost heating and cooling system 

installed throughout the subdivision. All around Illinois, electric 

cooperatives are encouraging their members to install a geother¬ 

mal system because it is the leader in safety, comfort and economy. 

The geothermal system improves the quality 

of life for members, something that electric 

cooperatives have been doing for more than 

five decades. They are working in all kinds of 

ways to make life better in rural areas. It’s a 

job that’s far from over, and it takes people 

working together to accomplish it. There’s a 

word for this. Cooperation. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 

(Continued from page 12a) 
the FDA, new rules allow foods 
produced by genetic engineering 
to be regulated under existing 
rules for foods developed by 
traditional methods. 

As for the Flavr Savr, Benoit 
says it will be openly labeled 
when its hits stores, and he 
believes consumers will be 

receptive. 
Members of the public who are 

aware of genetic engineering are 
wary, according to a survey con¬ 
ducted for the USDA. It suggests 
that public education is crucial 
for commercial success, al¬ 
though Benoit counters that 
consumers have more pressing 
worries than whether a gene in 

their tomato has been rearranged. 
“We’re going to tell folks 

genetic engineering is used and 
we think it’s going to give them 
a reason to believe for the first 
time that when somebody says 
it is a vine-ripened tomato it 
really is a vine-ripened tomato,’’ 
he said. 

— Rural Electric News Service 
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Of the 14 million people with 
diabetes in the United States, 
about half don’t know they have 
it. The consequences of living 
undiagnosed with diabetes — 
the nation’s seventh leading 
cause of death — can be fatal. 

The American Diabetes Asso¬ 
ciation aptly labels this chronic 
disease a “silent killer.” Its sig¬ 
nifying trait is high blood sugar, 
triggered by an inability to turn 
food into fuel. 

Ordinarily, the body converts 
food into a form of sugar called 
glucose. With the aid of insulin, 
a hormone produced by the 
pancreas, glucose travels from 
the blood to the cells to be used 
for energy or reserved until 
needed. 

People with diabetes, how¬ 
ever, either can’t produce in¬ 
sulin, secrete too little of it, or 
have difficulty using this life- 
sustaining hormone. Glucose 
accumulates in their blood, 
raising blood-sugar levels. Left 
untreated, high blood sugar can 
lead to the build up of poisonous 
acids called ketones in the blood 
and urine, causing possible 
coma or death. 

Although there is no cure for 
diabetes, high blood sugar can 
be controlled with proper treat¬ 
ment and nutritional planning. 
Before diabetes can be con¬ 
trolled, however, you must 
know you have it. 

Fortunately, there are warn¬ 
ing signs: insatiable thirst, 
excessive hunger, frequent 
urination, unusual weight loss, 
extreme fatigue and irritability. 
All may indicate the onset 
of the two most prevalent types 
of diabetes, insulin-dependent 
diabetes and non-insulin- 
dependent diabetes. In the 
first, symptoms appear sud¬ 
denly. Treatment includes 
daily insulin injections, coor¬ 
dinated with special meal plans 
and regular exercise. Those 
most at risk of insulin-dependent 
diabetes (once called juvenile- 
onset diabetes) are children 

Your health 

Measuring 
the odds 

and young adults. 
The more common non- 

insulin-dependent diabetes 
typically occurs in people over 
40, who are overweight and 
have a family history of diabetes. 
Here, the warning signs come on 
slowly and may include blurred 
vision, slow healing cuts or 
bruises and numbness or tin¬ 
gling in the hands and feet. In 
this case, people normally pro¬ 
duce some insulin, and therefore 
usually don’t require insulin 
injections. Instead, they regulate 
their blood-sugar levels with 
carefully supervised diets and 
exercise programs. 

Some pregnant women de¬ 
velop a less common form of 
the disease called gestational 
diabetes. Though most regain 
normal sugar levels after giving 
birth, certain women with 
gestational diabetes have an 
increased risk of developing non¬ 
insulin-dependent diabetes. 

Diabetes is believed to be a 
genetic, or inherited, disease, 
posing greater risk to some 
groups, such as Hispanics, 
African Americans and American 
Indians. No one has studied 
whether diabetes is more wide¬ 
spread in rural or urban areas. 

Still, experts conceded that the 
factors hindering rural health 
care — low-income and limited 
access to medical providers and 
facilities — make dealing with 
diabetes harder for those in rural 
areas. 

Good health care is critical for 
people with diabetes, because 
when blood-sugar levels remain 
too high for too long, vital organs 
undergo life-threatening damage. 
Some diabetics may not realize 
they have diabetes until they 
develop a complication, such as 
kidney or heart disease, or cir¬ 
culatory problems that can lead 
to lower-limb amputations. 

Colorado’s Eastern Plains 
Diabetes Project is one of 27 
federal programs geared toward 
reducing the frequency and 
improving the treatment of two 
preventable diabetes-related 
complications: eye disorders and 
high blood pressure. 

Project coordinators have 
asked health care providers in 
this rural region to refer patients 
with diabetes to the Eastern 
Plains program. That way, par¬ 
ticipants can receive reminders, 
by mail or phone, about eye 
exams, blood pressure screen¬ 
ings and follow-up appointments. 

About 3,500 people living 
in the Eastern Plains have 
diabetes, and the network is 
in touch with 1,200 of them. 
Connie Fetters, director of 
Colorado’s Diabetes Control 
Program, says the project serves 
a crucial purpose, noting that 
the symptoms of diabetic eye 
disease or hypertension often go 
undetected. 

Similarly, indications of dia¬ 
betes also may appear vague, 
says Dawn Satterfield of the 
Centers for Disease Control. 
Some people, she explains, sim¬ 
ply adapt to the warning signs. 
“They’ll get up to go to the 
bathroom four or five times a 
night and not think anything of 
it, not realizing that this is a sign 
of diabetes.” 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
* * * Available options and programs* * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, and others are for convenience and safety. 

* * * Featuring this month * * * 
Security light rentals for approximately 
$12 per month —call us for details 
★ No maintenance headaches 
★ Free installation and service 
★ Automatic —no light switch 

Look over this list and find the programs 
that lit your needs and call us. 

• Off-peak space heating with electricity as primary source at special rate of 3.75 cents kwh — 
$75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat 
for geothermal and dual energy "all-electric" systems during interruptible periods. 

• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak) 

• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for IVEC members only — 
$125.00 rebate if controlled when "on-peak" periods occur 

• A $10 per month off-peak credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled for 
the months of June, July, August and September 

• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 

★ 400% efficiency — ground source GTS ★better than gas furnace ★clean energy 

★ off-peak rate of 3.75<P kwh with ETS secondary heating ★economical/affordable 

★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 

• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Economy Pack $8.95 mo. — Basic Service 
$11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. - other program selections available 

• Air conditioning off-peak credit of $10 for summer months of June, July, August and 
September — $40 total benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 

• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month 

• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 

• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 

• Six bill payment locations throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 

• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 

• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage. 

• Installation of home lightning protection equipment and devices 

I! you want more information about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member 
Services Department at toll-free 800-654-1088. 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M.-4:30 P.M. P.O. Box 70 
Monday through Friday Route 6 & 34 West 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

ATTN: IVEC MEMBERS!! 
Mark your calendars today 

1993 Annual meeting Registration starts at 8:00 a.m. 
Tuesday Morning — August 3rd Breakfast starts at 8:00 a.m. 

REA's Huff says agency's work not complete 
James Huff, administrator of the Rural Elec¬ 

trification Administration (REA), says REA is in 
an ideal position to create much-needed jobs and 
generally enhance the quality of life for people in 
small town and rural communities. 

Huff told Congress that “The agency has been 
able to accomplish many things for rural America. 
But there remains a significant role for REA in the 
areas of management, financial, and technical 
advancement assistance.” 

Included in that assistance, said Huff, is a small 
loan program that has created more than 7,000 
jobs in rural areas since 1989. 

Huff said that under that REA economic de¬ 
velopment loan program, the agency has made 
339 loans for a total of $28.6 million to electric and 
telephone utilities. By reloaning this assistance to 
local businesses and community organizations, 
local consumer-owned utilities have funded 
business startups and expansions, and com¬ 
munity projects such as fire stations, town halls, 
and child care centers. He said that in the last four 
years the program has created 7,613 jobs. 

Huff credited the success of that program to the 
fact that these projects are handled through 
locally owned utilities “closely connected to rural 
America.” 

He described a new REA program to help rural 
communities use telecommunications to link their 
schools and hospitals with large medical centers 
and universities. 

Huff said, “Today, America’s agricultural 

REA administrator James Huff testifies before House 
subcommittee. 

industry competes and communicates in a global 
market, with the family farm and other natural 
resource industries no longer providing the 
primary support for the rural economy. Rural 
America is in transition and needs the infrastruc¬ 
ture to participate fully in the new global economy.” 

“REA’s work is far from complete. Rural 
America is changing, and REA can and should 
play a role in the changes,” Huff concluded. 

Electric co-ops seek budget fairness'for rural consumers 
Rural electric and government leaders have 

been discussing possible changes to Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration loan programs since 
President Clinton proposed reducing assistance 
from the REA in his February speech to Congress. 

The discussions began after Clinton’s prelimi¬ 

nary budget called for raising the REA interest 
rate from the current 5 percent, to a level that 
matches wnat the U.S. government pays to bor¬ 
row money, currendy about 7 percent. 

Rural electric utilities worry that the effect of 
(Continued on page 12f) 
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IVEC members . . . Low, Low Price . . . 
★ save on the cost of a new electric 60- 

or 80-gallon water heater. $125.00 
Purchase a 
new SEPCO 
energy 
efficient 
water heater 
from IVEC 
You Can Heat 

• earn credit for four months 
with optional control device 

$10.00 

From your cooperative 

Need a new 
water heater? 

Should you need to replace your 
existing water heater, keep in mind 
that IVEC has 60-gallon and 80- 
gallon water heaters available 
for $125.00 to members only. If 
a control device is installed, the 
$125.00 will be rebated to you 
after 30 days. 

IVEC members . . . 
Do you have an 
electric water heater? 

If you do, you should consider a 
"control device" provided and 
installed by Illinois Valley Electric 
to receive a $10.00 credit. This is 
a guaranteed savings that totals 
$40.00 over the four months of 
June, July, August and September. 

No obligation. For details, call our Member Services Department 
toll-free 800-654-1088. 

Board Room 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to 
order by president Earl Bates at 11:45 a.m. on 
Tuesday, May 25, 1993, with all directors present. 
General manager T.L. Christensen and attorney 
Gary Barnhart were also present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the 
past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board 
concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 
reviewed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or 
moved on: 
1. It was reported 64 students will partici¬ 

pate from across the state in the Youth to 
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Washington Tour June 18 to June 25. 
2. It was reported the AIEC Annual Meeting will 

be August 24 through August 26, 1993, at the 
Holiday Inn East in Springfield. 

3. A motion was made and approved to accept the 
Nominating Committee names for the Annual 
Meeting, August 3, 1993. The committee will 
meet at Princeton headquarters on June 22, 
1993, at 3:30 p.m. 

4. A motion was made and approved to change 
the board meeting date of August 24, 1993, to 
August 23, 1993, due to a conflict with the 
AIEC Annual Meeting date. 

5. It was reported that Carl Dufner of AIEC will 
do a geothermal and all electric rate study for 
the board to consider. 

6. Management was instructed to obtain quotes 
for a communications paging system to work 
in conjunction with the IVEC load manage¬ 
ment system. 

The next board meeting is scheduled for 
June 22, 1993, at 10 a.m. The July board meeting 
is on July 27, 1993. The board meeting for August 
will be held on the 23rd. 



1993 Annual Meeting 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

Princeton High School Auditorium 
103 South Euclid Avenue • Princeton, Illinois 

Tuesday morning, August 3, 1993 
* Registration Begins at 8:00 A.M. ★ Meeting will start at 10:00 A.M. 

★ Complimentary breakfast to be served in cafeteria beginning at 8:00 A.M. 

*** Complimentary breakfast *** 
Scrambled eggs * * Sausage 
Hash browns Juice and coffee 

* Ham 
* Rolls 

♦♦♦Registration prize*** 
$5.00 credit coupon to be awarded to IVEC members upon 

registration. This credit can be used on your next electric bill. 

***Entertainment*** 
Prior to meeting in auditorium beginning at 8:00 A.M. 

Featuring: Marilyn Haslam Piano Music 

• Marketing and load management exhibits 
• EnergySTeller exhibit for auditing electric usage in your home 
• High blood pressure check — American Red Cross 
• Soyland Power Cooperative information table and exhibit 
• Rural TV subscription and satellite dish antenna installation exhibit 
• 800-MHZ radio system and telephone interconnect exhibit 
• Electrical safety demonstration and pedal power display 

Special 
Display 

E-85 
Ethanol 

Demonstration 
Car 

Special bargain table!! Discounted prices to IVEC members only! 
  All of these items available at low prices   
• Long life light bulbs/130V (4-pak) 

(40, 60, 75, 100W sizes available) 
• Halogen energy efficient lamps 
• 18-watt compact fluorescent lamps 
• 1-qt. yogurt maker 
• Power peeler 

Limited availability of son 

• Digital oral thermometer wit 
disposable covers 

• 1-qt. electric tea kettle 
• Digital bath scales 
• AM/FM digital clock radio 
• Curly fry cutter 

Bargain Table items. Cooperative 

i • Clock/Timer 
• Ice cream freezer—4 qt. 
• 6-outlet surge suppressor 
• 25-ft. extension cord 
• 20-inch box fan 

has right to substitute. 

Drawing 
For Grand Prize 

Black & Decker 
Electric Cordless 
Lawnmower 

Plus other prizes to be awarded 
after meeting including: 

Royal Dirt Devil hand vac w/attachment kit 
Maverick deluxe electric indoor grill 
Broil King hot electric serving tray 
Black & Decker Toast-R-Oven broiler 
Shop-Vac 5 gallon wet-dry vac 
Cheyanne 28" solid oak and glass table lamp 
Litex Crown 52 hugger ceiling fan 
GE Spacemaker AM/FM clock radio 
11" electric cool touch skillet 
10 cup programmable Quick Drip coffee pot 
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IVEC members!! 
Control air-conditioning costs 
and earn an "off- peak" credit 

"Must have a control device installed by May 31st for full benefit" 

Enjoy the summer season and keep cooling costs economical with electricity. 
Help reduce summer peak demand and earn "credit" on your electric bill. 

Save on 
air conditioning 

costs 
$10.00 credit for 

months of June, July 
August and September 

$40.00 
over lour months 

* *The Earned Credit* * 
For the months of June, July, August and September only — if the member limits the hours 
of operation of the central air conditioner, the cooperative will issue a credit of not less than 
$10.00 on the member's monthly electric bill. The control device must be controlling the 
member's air conditioner for thirty (30) days before the credit can be applied. Absolutely no 
installation cost to the member. The $10.00 monthly credit will be allowed only if a minimum 
400 kilowatt-hour usage for each household is recorded. Contact Illinois Valley Electric's 
Member Services Department at toll free 1-800-654-1088 for more information. 

(Continued from page 12c) 
that proposal would be to raise electric rates for 
rural people compared to neighboring city con¬ 
sumers. Federal assistance to city utilities, rural 
leaders point out, is untouched by the Clinton 
proposals. The government aids customers in 
cities in two ways: through tax breaks to utilities 
owned by investors, and by allowing city-owned 
utilities to sell tax-exempt bonds. 

“We’re working with the authorizing commit¬ 
tees of the House and Senate, and the administra¬ 
tion to see if some agreement can be struck,’’ says 
Bob Bergland, executive vice president of the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association in 
Washington, D.C. “Whatever changes we agree to, 
we need to be treated fairly.’’ 

One possible alternative being considered in the 
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REA discussions is tying the REA loan rate to the 
tax-free bond rate. 

In addition to the REA proposals that single out 
rural utility consumers, rural leaders worry about 
the cumulative effect of other proposals, such as 
the proposed energy tax. This proposal could 
disproportionately affect communities heavily 
dependent on the energy-intensive agriculture 
industry.' 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
Is this your account number? 

0001694503 
If your name appears in this center section, 

mixed in with copy, you will receive a nice prize. 

Call toll-free - 800-654-1088 



Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
CM 

New Illinois Valley Electric program 
offers the latest in home lightning protection 

If you have a houseful of standard or sensitive elec¬ 
tronic equipment and cringe every time a big storm 
rolls in, you are a prime candidate for Illinois Valley 
Electric’s newest program, SurgeGuard. 

This protection may enable the member to obtain a 
discount on his/her home owners insurance premium 
by contacting their insurance carrier. 

* * * Meter socket adapters* * * 

Surge protection for member electronic appliances and equipment. Included is a total home 
protection warranty against consequential damages to all standard home equipment such as 
refrigerators, freezers, pumps, etc. Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative will install device at meter 
socket upon receiving order from member. 

MSA 120/240 (200 amp) Home Protector 
Meter Socket Plug-In Device  
Labor to Install Device   

Total cost *$176.00 

♦Includes adapter, installation and 10 year product warranty which includes replacement of 
unit if destroyed while protecting home. Illinois sales tax will apply to the equipment. 

* * * Plug-in protectors—optional* * * 

Protects sensitive electronic equipment such as TVs, VCRs, computers, stereos and other 
home devices requiring more protective shielding. Member installs this simple plug-in device 
inside home. 

Two outlet TTC 215 Transient Tamer *$68.75 

* Includes lifetime warranty on plug-in device and lifetime warranty against consequential 
damages to all electronic equipment when used in conjunction with MSA Home Protector 
Adapter as listed above. Illinois sale tax will apply to the equipment. 

$137.50 
38.50 

IVEC MEMBERS . . Dave Ziano 

Scheduled meter reading dates for 1993 

AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 1 2 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 
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Getting the job done 

□GETHER 
Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

The horse and buggy pulls up to 

the lantern-lit farmhouse, and the 

kindly old man with the black bag 

goes up to comfort the expectant 

mother. A charming but bygone image, since today many rural 

areas have no health care personnel or facilities close by. How¬ 

ever, as they’ve dealt with so many other needs, local residents 

are working together to provide for themselves. In one central 

Illinois county, two directors of an electric cooperative led the 

effort to bring medical personnel into a small-town clinic. That’s 

one of the things that makes an electric cooperative different 

from other utilities. The people who work for it or serve on its 

board are part of the community, like the members they serve. 

As locally owned businesses, they have a stake in the well-being 

of their members. They are working to attract and keep jobs in 

the area, to bring in good supplies 

of clean water, to improve the 

rural health care situation. Success 

comes when many people work 

together toward a common goal. 

And the electric cooperatives are 

one of America’s great success 

stories. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 

(Continued from page 12a) 
Myths about the disease also 

can blur its real risks, adds 
Satterfield. One myth says that 
diabetes is rare, when in fact, 
every 60 seconds at least one 
person is diagnosed with it. Told 
they have what doctors call 
12d 

“borderline diabetes,” or diag¬ 
nosed with “a touch of sugar,” 
some people might feel safe 
ignoring the potential dangers of 
diabetes. 

But, Satterfield insists: 
“There’s no such thing as a 
‘touch of sugar.” With diabetes. 

it’s always serious.” 
The American Diabetes Asso¬ 

ciation has a simple test you 
can take to assess your risk of 
diabetes. To receive it, contact 
your local ADA chapter, or call 
1-800-232-3472. 

— Rural Electric News Service 
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Rosie the robot: 
Coming to your home soon? 

Scrubbing toilets tops the list 
of dreaded household chores — 
but a robot wouldn’t mind doing 
the dirty deed, or at least it 
wouldn’t complain. 

Metal maids with electronic 
brains could be just beyond the 
bathroom doorway. But don’t 
look just yet for Rosie, the 
aproned robot who lovingly kept 
house for the space-aged Jetson 
cartoon family. 

Service robots are faceless, 
often armless and definitely 
don’t wear aprons. Already there 
are dozens of Roscoes, Obies and 
Maxwells running around hos¬ 
pitals delivering food, medicine 
and patient charts. There are 
robots who scrub toilets and 
polish mirrors in a pilot project 
for the U.S. Postal Service. 
There’s even a security robot 
that quietly patrols the Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art, 
checking for fires, intruders 
and high humidity that might 
damage priceless paintings. 

But so far there actually isn’t 
a version of the Jetsons’ ficti¬ 
tious Rosie to work in the home. 

“We are still in the very early 
stages of attempting to develop 
a useful household robot. 
. . . There is still a great deal 
of debate about it,” said Jeff 
Burnstein, managing director 
with the International Service 
Robot Association. “A home 
is not as structured, and it is 
much more complex than, say, 
a hospital. There are still many 
technical hurdles to clear and 
there is the high cost to the 
consumer.” 

A household robot will cost 
around $50,000, and is at least 
three years and $15 million 
worth of research away from 
becoming a reality. Some argue 
no amount of robotic dusting 
and mowing could justify that 
sum for an average household. 

but Gay Engelberger, Marketing 
Director for Transitions Re¬ 
search Corporation (TRC) in 
Dansbury, Conn., says it’s worth 
the high price. 

“We believe these household 
robots could also serve as impor¬ 
tant aids to the elderly, infirm 
and homebound,” she said. 
“Although the initial price tag is 
high ... it could end up as a cost¬ 
cutting measure in the big pic¬ 
ture. Any delay in putting people 
in nursing homes would help the 
economy and greatly improve 
the individual’s quality of life.” 

Consider someone who lives 
alone and uses a cane or walker 
to get around. “If this person 
goes to a great deal of time and 
pain to travel from the bedroom 
to the living room and then 
finally sits down to read, only to 
remember the reading glasses 
are back in the bedroom, it’s 
a desperately sad situation,” 
Engelberger said. “I think sheer 
frustration sometimes puts peo¬ 
ple in nursing homes.” 

Engelberger’s group has ap¬ 
plied for federal grant money to 
get “Help Mate Junior” — a 
robot with attached refrigerator, 
portable phone and medical 

equipment — off the drawing 
board and into the home. 

Junior also would have 
drawers and compartments for 
items such as tissues, medicines 
and reading glasses. 

To navigate from kitchens to 
bathroom without bumping into 
garbage cans or children, house¬ 
hold robots might use ultrasonic 
sonar systems. Tim Orwig, 
communications director with 
Cybermotion, a company in 
Roanoke, Va., specializing in 
security robots, likened the 
system to “a bat winging its way 
through the dark. It sends out 
sounds too high for humans to 
hear, which bounce off the walls 
and echo back information. The 
robot’s on-board computer sys¬ 
tem ‘hears’ the information and 
sends it to a computer console — 
which could be several miles 
away, but which acts like a 
police dispatcher — and tells it 
where to go next.” 

Service robots get their energy 
from batteries, Orwig explained. 
A security robot might rove for 
eight hours non-stop over miles 
of hallways and corridors before 
a programmed message tells it 
to head for the recharging unit to 
plug itself in for a three-hour 
recharge. 

That may sound like a quick 
nap for a tired robot, but Orwig 
warned against comparing the 
mechanical helpers to people. 

At around 450 pounds, with 
the dimensions and look of a 
squat, roving refrigerator, ser¬ 
vice robots don’t look anything 
like the friendly cartoon, Rosie. 

“These are smart machines, 
but they are not mechanical 
persons,” said Orwig. “The 
myth about them is indeed a 
myth: They can’t replace people. 
They can augment people and 
do the jobs that are too boring, 
too dangerous and too tedious.” 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
* * * Available options and programs* * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, and others are for convenience and safety. 

* * * Featuring this month * ** 
Energy$Teller service 

★ Become familiar with the benefits of the 
Energy$Teller 

★ Budget electric usage in your home 

★ Check consumption by appliances in your home 
or workplace 

★ Learn how much your equipment costs to operate 

Look over this list and find the programs 
that lit your needs and call us. 

• Off-peak space heating with electricity as primary source at special rate of 3.75 cents kwh — 
$75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat 
for geothermal and space heating “all-electric" systems during interruptible periods. 

• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak rate schedules) 
• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for IVEC members only — 

$125.00 rebate if controlled when “on-peak" periods occur 
• A $10 per month off-peak credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled for 

the months of June, July, August and September 
• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 

*400% efficiency — ground source GTS * better than gas furnace * clean energy 
* off-peak rate of 3.75? kwh with ETS secondary heating * economical/affordable 
*$75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 

• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Economy Pack $8.95 mo. — Basic Service 
$11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. — other program selections available 

• Air conditioning off-peak credit of $10 for summer months of June, July, August and 
September — $40 total benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 

• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month 
• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 
• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 
• Six bill payment locations throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 
• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 
• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage. 
• Installation of home lightning protection equipment 

I! you want more information about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member 
Services Department at toll-free 800-654-1088. 

DISPLAY UNIT FEATURES: 

ENERGY ^TELLEN_ 

22.86 1 E 0 ® @ 0 E 
11.431 Ea@@0® 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M.—4:30 P.M. 
Monday through Friday 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 

P.O. Box 70 
Route 6 & 34 West 

Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

Your board of directors  
President, Earl Bates, Kewanee, District 8; Vice President, John Scott, Neponset, 
District 1; Secretary-Treasurer, Joe Danielson, Princeton, District 3; Ralph Freebairn, Ottawa, 
District 5; Vincent Fredrickson, Victoria, District 9; Robert Angus, Ottawa, District 6; Marion 
Rieker, Sheffield, District 2; Robert Sondgeroth, Mendota, District 4; and Dorothy Wilson, 
Hennepin, District 7. 

Highlights of annual meeting report. . . 
I would like to discuss three areas that demon¬ 

strate to Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative mem¬ 
bers a commitment to you to provide increased 
service at stable rates while capitalizing on mar¬ 
keting opportunities and dealing with such serious 
problems as capital financing and municipal 
annexation. 

The first area is line loss. A distribution coop¬ 
erative purchases bulk power for distribution to 
its members. Under an ideal system, bulk power 
purchases would evenly match kilowatt-hour 
sales, but this is not possible. Our cooperative goal 
has been to maintain line loss at less than 10 per¬ 
cent of power purchased. We are pleased that 
since 1990 we have been able to keep our line 
losses at less than 10 percent and make maximum 
economic use of the kilowatts purchased for 
delivery to our members. 

The second measure of service to our members 
where we have made considerable progress over 
the past few years is in the average hours of outage 
per consumer. This measures the reliability of our 
system. In 1992 our members were off only 1.22 
hours per member over the entire year, to our 
knowledge the best year ever for the cooperative. 
We have prepared a tabulation of average outage 
hours per year from 1974 to the present. Using 

a five-year rolling average to eliminate the ex¬ 
treme cases where the system suffered severe 
ice or windstorm damage, our tabulation shows 
that during the period between 1974 and 1985 
the outage hours steadily increased, peaking 
during the period 1980-1984 when the average 
hours of outage was 9.51 hours per member. 
Since then, as improvements in the system took 
hold, the average hours of outage steadily declined 
and our recent record is one we are very proud 
of. 

The final measure of our commitment to our 
membership that we would like to discuss — and 
the bottom line for most members — is the subject 
of rates. In 1984 Illinois Power Company cus¬ 
tomers were paying an average of 6.769 center per 
kilowatt-hour at the 1,000 kilowatt-hour level 
of consumption. Illinois Valley members were 
paying almost exactly double that amount. During 
the ensuing eight years, Illinois Power Company 
rates have increased by just over 51 percent while 
Illinois Valley rates have increased approximately 
3V2 percent. 

There is still greater rate disparity than we 
would like between Illinois Valley Electric and sur¬ 
rounding utilities but we have come a long way 
to ensuring rate stability for our members. 

Outage Hours per Consumer Line Loss 
5-Year Rolling Average Year % 

Year % Year % 1975 12.10 
74-78 5.39 82-86 6.75 1980 13.30 
76-80 7.39 84-88 7.01 1985 10.18 
78-82 8.17 86-90 5.01 1990 9.35 
80-84 9.51 88-92 2.67 1992 9.81 
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Enhance Your Communications!!! 
Portable or mobile radio and telephone service 

from 

niinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
ii 

Route 6 & 34 West Princeton, Illinois 61356 
Providing 

MOTOROLA 
COMMUNICATION PRODUCTS 

Throughout the life of their product line. Motorola continually verifies 
dependability and quality for all your communication requirements. 

radio service area-wide coverage 
* Reach your people 

in the field or on the road 

The Radio System features the following specifications: 
★ The 800 MHZ Frequency Trunking System “pools” several radio channels so that 

all users in a given area have automatic access to any free channel. 
★ A trunked system provides added privacy to conversations. 
★ Interruptions from outside conversations are almost impossible. 
★ Operation is simple: After the volume level is set, the push talk button is the only 

control needed. 
All these features for as little as $7.00 per month. 

Optional Telephone Interconnect 
★ If your mobile radio is equipped for telephone, by merely the push of the phone 

button, your mobile radio connects you to a commercial telephone line. After the 
dial tone is heard, your mobile radio ’’becomes” a telephone. 

This feature for as little as $11.45 per month. 

For information about or ordering radio equipment — 
Call Toll Free 800-654-1088 — 

ask for the Member Services Department 
or 

PRO-COMM U.S.A MOTOROLA 
CommunctOont 

Toll-Free 800-322-0981 
IVEC and Pro-Comm U.S.A. have entered into a contract appointing Pro-Comm as exclusive 

marketing representative for the IVEC trunked radio system. IVEC has made this appointment 
to ensure that its current and future customers have the availability of the most professional 
and technical information available for their equipment needs. Pro-Comm is a division of Quad 
City Two-Way, Inc., which is a factory authorized Motorola Service Center, the largest radio 
service and sales business in western/north central Illinois and eastern Iowa. 

Pro-Comm sales representatives are: 
• Quad Cities area • Princeton-Bureau counties • LaSalle-Putnam counties • Henry-Bureau counties 

Rick Peterson NAPA Auto Parts Store Sandie Greenan Ott Owens 
Marketing Manager Dick Heaton Marseilles (800)322-0981 
(800)322-0981 (815)875-6419 (815)795-5414 
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IVEC members . . . 
★ save on the cost of a new electric 60- 

or 80-gallon water heater. 

Purchase a M~^~= 

new SEPCO 
energy 
efficient 
water heater 
from IVEC 
You Can Heat 

and . . .   
• earn credit for four months 
with optional control device 

$10.00 

Low, Low Price . . . 

$125.00 
From your cooperative 

Need a new 
water heater? 

Should you need to replace your 
existing water heater, keep in mind 
that IVEC has 60-gallon and 80- 
gallon water heaters available 
for $125.00 to members only. If 
a control device is installed, the 
$125.00 will be rebated to you 
after 30 days. 

IVEC members . . . 
Do you have an 
electric water heater? 

If you do, you should consider a 
"control device" provided and 
installed by Illinois Valley Electric 
to receive a $10.00 credit. This is 
a guaranteed savings that totals 
$40.00 over the four months of 
June, July, August and September. 

No obligation. For details, call our Member Services Department 
toll-free 800-654-1088. 

Board Room 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to 
order by president Earl Bates at 11:30 a.m. on 
Tuesday, June 22, 1993, with all directors present 
except Ralph Freebaim. Manager T.L. Christensen 
and attorney Gary Barnhart were also present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the 
past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board 
concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 
reviewed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or 
moved on: 
1. A motion was made and approved to adopt the 

recommendations to alter the A1 and B1 rates 
to conform to the new Soyland demand rates. 

2. A motion was made and approved to ap¬ 
point manager Christensen and director Joe 
Danielson to the Soyland board of directors for 
1993-94. 

3. A motion was made and approved to authorize 
the president and secretary to sign a System 
Agreement and Shared Radio System and 
Confidentiality Agreement between Illinois 
Power Company and Illinois Valley Electric. 

4. A motion was made and approved to pay dues 
to NRECA for 1994. 

5. A motion was made and approved to renew 
subscriptions to the RE Magazine. 

6. A motion was made and approved to appoint 
Vincent Fredrickson as voting delegate for 
CFC and Marion Rieker as voting delegate for 
NRECA at the NRECA Region V meeting in Des 
Moines, Iowa, in September. 

The next board meeting is scheduled for 
July 27, 1993, at 10 ajn. The August board 
meeting is August 27, 1993. The September 
meeting is scheduled for the 28th. 
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MEMember ServiceCES 

Tips for buying fluorescent 
Choosing fluorescent lighting needn’t be a 

mystery. For greatest energy efficiency, replace 
incandescents with fluorescents only in places 
where the lights stay on for several hours, and 
choose the minimum wattage needed to illumi¬ 
nate the area. 

Since light bulbs are often not returnable, check 
lamp and bulb measurements to ensure a good fit. 
If in doubt, take fixtures or shades with you to the 
store. Some recessed fixtures and track lights may 
need socket extenders, and some bulbs will work 
most efficiently with aluminum reflectors. 

To preserve your present level of lighting, 
use the chart that shows rough equivalents of 
fluorescent and incandescent wattages. A com- 

Is your home wiring safe? 
Electricity has become such a part of our lives 

that people take it for granted. 
This can be costly and dangerous thinking. 
The wiring in your home requires maintenance 

and regular inspection. Wiring wears out just like 
anything else. 

Each time any new electrical load is added to 
your home you should review the part of your elec¬ 
trical system which will handle the new load. 

If your home’s electric wiring hasn’t been pro¬ 
fessionally inspected within the past several years, 
contact a qualified electrician. 

Indoor checklist 
□ I check electrical cords for frays and nicks. 
□ I make sure plugs and prongs aren’t loose or 

worn. 
□ I don’t place cords where they could be tripped 

over or receive excessive wear (like under rugs). 
□ I never use an electric tool or appliance if my 

hands or feet are wet or if I’m standing in water 
or on damp ground. 

□ I know the location of my fuse box or circuit 
breaker panel. 

□ I equip my home with an approved fire ex¬ 
tinguisher for electrical fires and check it 
periodically. 

□ I never attempt to do home wiring improve¬ 
ments myself. 

□ I insert specially designed plastic caps in low 
wall outlets when not in use to protect small 
children. 

□ I teach my children these safety rules of in- 
home electrical safety. 

□ I look for Underwriter’s Laboratory label on 

lighting 
pact fluorescent bulb generally gives off a little 
less light than its “equivalent” incandescent 
bulb. 

Rough equivalents 
Fluorescent Incandescent 

5 watt 20 watt 
7 watt 25-32 watt 
9 watt 40-45 watt 

11 watt 45-60 watt 
15 watt 55-65 watt 
18 watt 70-75 watt 
27 watt 90-100 watt 
30 watt 1 50 watt 

every appliance I buy. 
□ I don’t risk overloading wall outlets with 

adapters. 
□ I turn off and repair any appliance that sput¬ 

ters, stalls, or gives the slightest shock. 

Make your kitchen 
energy efficient 

Wise energy use in your kitchen can save you 
time and money — a good deal for anyone’s busy 
schedule and pocketbook. 

Here are some helpful hints to get you started: 
• Use cold water rather than hot to operate 

your food disposer. 
• Install an aerator in your kitchen sink faucet. 
• Never boil water in an open pan — water will 

come to a boil faster and use less energy in 
a covered pan. 

• Match the size of pan to the heating element; 
more heat will get to the pan — less will be 
lost into the air. 

• Use pressure cookers and microwave ovens. 
They reduce cooking time and save energy. 

Contact us for more everyday wise-use energy 
tips. Being thrifty and efficient always pays off. 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
Is this your account number? 

0002474500 
If your name appears in this center section, 

mixed in with copy, you will receive a nice prize. 

Call toll-free - 800-654-1088 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
New Illinois Valley Electric program 
offers the latest in home lightning protection 

If you have a houseful of standard or sensitive elec¬ 
tronic equipment and cringe every time a big storm 
rolls in, you are a prime candidate for Illinois Valley 
Electric’s newest program, SurgeGuard. 

This protection may enable the member to obtain a 
discount on his/her home owners insurance premium 
by contacting their insurance carrier. 

* * * Meter socket adapters* * * 

Surge protection for member electric appliances and equipment. Included is a total home 
protection warranty against consequential damages to all standard home equipment such as 
refrigerators, freezers, pumps, etc. Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative will install device at meter 
socket upon receiving order from member. 

MSA 120/240 (200 amp) Home Protector 
Meter Socket Plug-In Device $137.50 
Labor to Install Device   38.50 

Total cost *$176.00 

* Includes adapter, installation and 10 year product warranty which includes replacement of 
unit if destroyed while protecting home. Illinois sales tax will apply to the equipment. 

* * * Plug-in protectors—optional * * * 

Protects sensitive electronic equipment such as TVs, VCRs, computers, stereos and other 
home devices requiring more protective shielding. Member installs this simple plug-in device 
inside home. 

Two outlet TTC 215 Transient Tamer *$68.75 

* Includes lifetime warranty on plug-in device and lifetime warranty against consequential 
damages to all electronic equipment when used in conjunction with MSA Home Protector 
Adapter as listed above. Illinois sale tax will apply to the equipment. Paul Yucas 

IVEC MEMBERS . . 
Scheduled meter reading dates for 1993 

SEPTEMBER 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FBI SAT 

1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

C
O

 
C

M
 27 28 29 30 

OCTOBER NOVEMBER 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FBI SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FBI SAT 

1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30 

31 
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Getting the job done ,, . 3 J Youths or Distinction. I hey are 

TOGETHER 
Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

young men and women from 

across Illinois who have shown 

outstanding qualities at school and 

in their communities. Each year, a new group of high school 

students earns the opportunity to visit the seats of government 

in Springfield and Washington, D.C. They are sponsored by 

their local electric cooperative with the help of teachers and 

neighbors. Along with the tired feet they always get after miles 

of sightseeing, these students return home with some first-hand 

lessons about our government and its history. They meet their 

representatives in the capitals, and they see the importance of 

their own responsibilities as citizens. These young people 

have the chance to meet 1,200 others like 

them who come from all across the 

United States. They come home 

with a lot of snapshots, but they get 

a lot of experience, too. That’s why 

the cooperatives sponsor Rural 

Electric Youth events. The inspiration 

and understanding that young people 

get today prepares them to be problem 

solvers tomorrow. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 
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Getting the job done 

TOGETHER 
Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

People in rural Illinois do a lot of 
things very well. They grow a good 
crop, bake a great pie, and design a 
dandy computer program, to name 
just a few. One thing they’re espe¬ 

cially good at is cooperating. Rural people formed electric coop¬ 
eratives to improve their own lives and enjoy the conveniences 
that townspeople had. During the Flood of 1993, we’ve seen over 
and over how all kinds of people with different backgrounds and 
different interests have united for a common goal — to help each 
other. They are cooperating. The Electric Cooperatives of Illi¬ 
nois have been there, too, because they are members of the 
communities they serve. Aside from the effort they put into 
restoring electric service as quickly and safely as possible to 
stricken areas, the cooperatives have joined other 
groups and individuals who went the 
extra mile to help. Employ 
ees, vehicles and equip¬ 
ment went in to battle 
the flood waters and 
help the victims. 
Many members of 
the cooperatives 
were also on the 
scene as volunteers. 
It’s not surprising. 
Cooperating is just 
one of our natural 
talents around here. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
* * * Available options and programs* * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, and others are for convenience and safety. 

* * * Featuring this month* * * 
Two-way mobile or portable radio 
system featuring a 800-MHZ 
frequency trunking capability 
★ For as little as $7.00 per month 
★ Optional mobile or portable 

telephone service 
★ Wide area coverage available 
★ Motorola communications equipment 

Look over this list and find the programs 
that fit your needs and call us. 

• Off-peak space heating with electricity as primary source at special rate of 3.75 cents kwh — 
$75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• All-electric residential rate — for controlled energy usage 
• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat 

for geothermal and space heating "all-electric" systems during interruptible periods. 
• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak rate schedules) 
• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for IVEC members only — 

$125.00 rebate if controlled when ”on-peak" periods occur 
• A $10 per month off-peak credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled for 

the months of June, July, August and September 
• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 

★ 400% efficiency — ground source GTS ★better than gas furnace ★clean energy 
★ off-peak rate of 3.75<C kwh with ETS secondary heating ★ economical/affordable 
★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 
• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Economy Pack $8.95 mo. — Basic Service 

$11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. — other program selections available 
• Air conditioning off-peak credit of $10 for summer months of June, July, August and 

September — $40 total benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 

• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month 
• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 
• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 
• Six bill payment locations throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 
• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 

• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage. 
• Installation of home lightning protection equipment 

If you want more information about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member 
Services Department at toll-free 800-654-1088. 

12b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/October 1993 



Across the 
manager's desk 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M.—4:30 P.M. P.O. Box 70 
Monday through Friday Route 6 & 34 West 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

New director districts in 1993 
provide more equitable representation 

Pursuant to the provisions of Article XII, Sec. 1, 
the Board of Directors proposed to the mem¬ 
bership at the 1992 annual meeting last year that 
the Bylaws of the cooperative be amended by the 
adoption of the following resolution: 

To provide equitable representation, the map 
dividing the Cooperative into nine districts pur¬ 
suant to Article IV, Sec. 3(g) shall be and the same 
is hereby amended to the map proposed by the 
Directors to the Membership, said map being 
dated April 27, 1992. That, upon the adoption of 
the map dated April 27, 1992, the map desig¬ 
nating the districts of the Cooperative shall be a 
permanent part of these Bylaws in accordance 
with Article IV, Sec. 3(g). 

That, as a result of the creation of the new direc¬ 

tor districts set out in the foregoing paragraph, it 
is necessary to temporarily modify Article IV, 
Sec. 2 for the purpose of implementing elections 
to the new districts and said elections shall be held 
in the following fashion: (First election for three 
directors held at 1993 annual meeting.) 

No. 1 . . . . John Scott, Neponset 
No. 2 . . . . Marion Rieker, Sheffield 
No. 3 . . . .Joe Danielson, Princeton 
No. 4 ... . Robert Sondgeroth, Mendota 
No. 5 ... . Ralph Freebairn, Ottawa 
No. 6 .... Robert Angus, Ottawa 
No. 1 ... . Dorothy Wilson, Hennepin 
No. 8 .... Earl Bates, Kewanee 
No. 9 . . . . Vincent Fredrickson, Victoria 

SYSTEM MAP 
AND NEW DIRECTOR 
DISTRICTS 

Districts From Which Members Are Elected 
To Govern Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
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Member Services 

IVEC members . . . 
★ save on the cost of a new electric 60- 

or 80-gallon water heater. 

Purchase a 
new SEPCO 
energy 
efficient 
water heater 
from IVEC 

You Can Heat 
ele( 

Low, Low Price . . . 

$125.00 
From your cooperative 

Need a new 
water heater? 

Should you need to replace your 
existing water heater, keep in mind 
that IVEC has 60-gallon and 80- 
gallon water heaters available 
for $125.00 to members only. 

If a control device is installed, the 
$125.00 will be rebated to you 
after 30 days. 

and ... * 
• earn off-peak credit for four 
months with optional control device 

$10.00 

- IVEC members . . . 
Do you have an 

fi, 
electric water heater? 

If you do, you should consider a 
"control device" provided and 
installed by Illinois Valley Electric 
to receive a $10.00 credit. This is 
a guaranteed savings that totals 
$40.00 over the four months of 
June, July, August and September. 

No obligation. For details, call our Member Services Department 
toll-free 800-654-1088. 

IVEC MEMBERS . . 
Scheduled meter reading dates for 1993 

OCTOBER 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 

NOVEMBER 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 

DECEMBER 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31 
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IVEC payment centers to serve your area 
Illinois Valley Electric has established six locations to pay electric 

bills in addition to its office facilities in Princeton. This added 
convenience is another service to benefit IVEC members. 

☆ Galva Area ☆ Ottawa Area 
First Illini Bank First National Bank of Ottawa 

112 N. Exchange Street 701 LaSalle Street 
Galva, Illinois 61434 Ottawa, Illinois 61350 

☆ Princeton Area ☆ Sheffield Area 
Citizens First National Bank of Princeton First Bank of Sheffield 

606 South Main Street 113 South Main Street 
Princeton, Illinois 61356 Sheffield, Illinois 61361 

☆ Kewanee Area ☆ Peru-LaSalle Area 
Peoples National Bank of Kewanee Citizens First National Bank of Peru 

207 North Tremont Street 925 Shooting Park Road 
Kewanee, Illinois 61443 Peru, Illinois 61354 

Note: All questions relating to your energy usage, or to a billing problem, 
must be directed to the billing department at the main office in Princeton. 

The centers can only accept and process member payments. 

Board Room 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to 
order by president Earl Bates at 12:45 p.m. on 
Tuesday, July 27, 1993, with all directors present 
except Dorothy Wilson. Manager T.L. Christensen, 
attorney Gary Barnhart and REA representative 
Stuart Churchill were also present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the 
past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board 
concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 
reviewed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or 
moved on: Carl Ault 

1. A motion was made and approved to amend 
the current 1992-93 two year work plan for a com¬ 
plete system sectionalizing plan and a new Bureau 
Substation and to have a Borrower’s Environmental 
Study done on the proposed Bureau Substation site. 

2. The board was advised that REA has ap¬ 
proved the Ottawa Emergency Storm Work plan 
but has not yet approved the two year work 
plan for 1992-93. Several emergency work plan 
projects have been started in the Ottawa area. 

3. A motion was made and approved to adopt 
a new all electric residential rate. This new rate 
would not require a backup heating system. 

4. A motion wad made and approved to pay 
dues to AIEC in two installments for 1993-94. 

5. A motion was made and approved to adopt 
a resolution requesting a grant or loan from REA 
for Manlius Subdivision pending a final request 
from the Manlius Development Corporation. 

The next board meeting is scheduled for 
August 27, 1993, at 10 a.m. The September board 
meeting was scheduled for September 28. The 
October meeting has been tentatively scheduled 
for the 26th. 

24-hour emergency dispatch service 
IVEC members! Call 800-654-1088 to report power failures. 
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1993 Annual 

Meeting highlights 

The registration table was a busy place. The T.J. Fitzgerald family of 
Utica won the grand prize. 

Members look over the offerings 
at the popular bargain table. 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative manager T.L. 
Christensen, left, congratulates Robert H. Angus of 
Ottawa on his election to the Illinois Valley board of 
directors. The election was held during Illinois Valley's 
54th annual meeting of members Tuesday, August 3, 
at Princeton High School. Reelected to three year 
terms on the board were Joe Danielson of Princeton 
and Earl Bates of Kewanee. 

Grand prize winner 
Thomas Joe Fitzgerald, Utica 

Black & Decker cordless lawnmower 

Drawing prize winners 

Other prize winners . . . 
George Twidell, Princeton 

Elmer W. & Genevieve Koster, Arlington 

Anthony Fedder, Spring Valley 

James & Mary Graham, Ottawa 

Orville F. Wexell, Cambridge 

John W. Gross, Wyanet 

John Sondgeroth, Mendota 

Wm. L. Uher, Tiskilwa 

Frank Sleaford, Tampico 

Charles Green, Princeton 

Kenneth Bartman, Mineral 

William Simon, Princeton 
Marion Westergreen, Knoxville 

Other prize winners . . . 
Robert J. & Donna J. Dobbels, Cambridge 

Floye Resor, Princeton 

Edith Kays, Ottawa 

Dave Conway, Joliet 

Carl L. Cherrie, Princeton 

Readus H. Quickie, Sheffield 

Ronald & Maxine Hochstatter, Wyanet 

Duane Wexel, Cambridge 

John J. & Gail E. Desalvo, Princeton 

Thomas R. Truedson, Sheffield 

Nancy & Virden Wright, Arlington 

Clifford L. Varland, Marseilles 

Roy K. & Mary L. Fearman, Hennepin 

Other prize winners . . 
Ellsworth Young, Hennepin 

Anthony A. Pavinato, Spring Valley 

William A. & Odetta D. Leff, Altona 

John'J. Bartoli, Princeton 

Donald L. & Shirley J. Bradley, Princeton 

Joseph Eigsti, Buda 

Joe & Louise Stremlau, Mendota 

Franics C. Zimmerman, Sheffield 

William J. & Mary L. Cole, Princeton 

John E. Spiegel, Kewanee 

Martha Gorden, Cambridge 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
Is this your account number? 

0003239003 Cal| to||_free _ 800-654-1088 
If your name appears in this center section, mixed in with copy, you 
will receive a nice prize. 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
New Illinois Valley Electric program 
offers the latest in home lightning protection 
If you have a houseful of standard or sensitive 

* * * Meter socket adapters* * * 

A. Surge protection for member electric appliances and equipment. Included is a total home 
protection warranty against consequential damages to all standard home equipment such 
as refrigerators, freezers, pumps, etc. Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative will install device 
at meter socket upon order from member. 

MSA 120/240 (200 amp) Home Protector 
Meter Socket Plug-In Device  $137.50 
Labor to Install Device  38.50 
Tax  8.59 

*$184.59 
* Includes adapter, installation and 10 year product warranty which includes replacement 
of unit if destroyed while protecting home. 

* * * Plug-in protectors—optional* * * 

B. Protects sensitive electronic equipment such as TVs, VCRs, computers, stereos and other 
home devices requiring more protective shielding. Member installs this simple plug-in 
device inside home. 

Two outlet TTC 215 Transient Tamer  *$68.75 
Tax  4.30 

$73.05 
* Includes lifetime warranty on plug-in device and lifetime warranty against consequen¬ 
tial damages to all electronic equipment when used in conjunction with MSA Home 
Protector Adapter as listed above. 

C. Provides dial-up phone line protection including FAX machines, telephone answering 
machines and dial-up modems. Member installs this simple plug-in device inside home. 

Two outlet TTM 215 Transient Tamer *$75.00 
Tax  4.69 

$79.69 
* Includes lifetime warranty on plug-in device and lifetime warranty against consequen¬ 
tial damages to phone line equipment when used in conjunction with MSA Home Protector 
Adapter as listed above. 

* * * Universal surge protectors* * * 

D. Surge protection for services rated 200 amps or over where 3 phase power (120/240V) is 
required to operate equipment. This protection device is installed at the AC service distribu¬ 
tion panel by member’s electrical contractor or electrician. 

USP-L 120/240—3 Phase Protector *$231.74 
Tax  14.48 

$246.22 
* Includes protector only and 5 year product warranty for replacement of unit if destroyed 
while protecting equipment. This device does not offer a warranty for consequential 
damage if member’s equipment is destroyed by lightning. 

electronic equipment and cringe every time a big 
storm rolls in, you are a prime candidate for Illinois 
Valley Electric’s newest program, SurgeGuard. 

This protection may enable the member to obtain 
a discount on his/her home owners insurance 
premium by contacting their insurance carrier. 
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Common-sense 
health tips can ease 
harvest-time stress 

Harvest time is one of the most dangerous times 
of the year for one of the country’s most dangerous 
occupations — farming. 

“Increased pressure to get crops out of the 
fields may cause additional stress to farmers 
and increase the risk for injuries caused by 
carelessness,” says Paul Gunderson, a safety 
specialist at the National Farm Medicine Center. 

American farmers have to cope with more 
stress than an average worker, according to the 
National Safety Council. Droughts, floods, pests, 
long hours, money problems and other com¬ 
plications can lead to frustration for farmers 
and their families and contribute to agriculture- 
related work accidents and illness. In 1991, 
U.S. farmers suffered 1,400 deaths and 140,000 
disabling injuries, according to the Council. These 
statistics place farming among the three most 
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dangerous occupations. 
Here are some tips from the National Farm 

Medicine Center and National Safety Council that 
may help ward off unnecessary problems: 
• Acknowledge that stress exists in your life. 

That’s your first line of defense. 
• Don’t minimize your reactions to stress. Buried 

stress can cause problems. 
• Discuss problems with family, friends, clergy 

or a professional counselor to help reduce 
anxiety. 

• Eat a well-balanced diet and limit caffeine, 
alcohol and tobacco. 

• Get enough sleep. 
• Keep machinery in good condition to reduce 

breakdown that can result in stressful days. 
—Rural Electric News Service 



Bright lights make 
SAD people happier 

When the reds, yellows and 
oranges of fall come upon us, 
about 10 percent of the popula¬ 
tion gets the blues. 

The moodiness and depres¬ 
sion that set in with the first 
signs of winter now have a 
name — seasonal affective dis¬ 
order, or SAD. 

And one of the ways people are 
fighting this malady is by sitting 
in front of a bright light radiating 
from a box about the size of a 
microwave oven. 

Doctors, clinics, laboratories 
and universities around the 
world are investing millions of 
dollars each year to investigate 
the effect light has on our health, 
our productivity and our sense 
of well-being. 

What researchers have found 
may make a profound difference 
in the way we live, work and 
travel in the future. 

SAD research, which has been 
going on for about a decade, 
indicates that millions of people 
may suffer from severe depres¬ 
sion, crying spells, feelings of 
guilt and helplessness, cravings 
for sweets and junk food, list¬ 
lessness, and even suicidal 
behavior between September 
and March, when nights are 
long. 

SAD usually shows up after 
age 21. About 85 percent of 
the documented cases involve 
women. There are more re¬ 
corded cases in the North than in 
the South. 

New, preliminary research 
suggests that the retinas of SAD 
sufferers are usually sensitive to 
light during the winter, when 
there is less light available 
during the day. Some theories 
on the cause of SAD suggest a 
problem with the body’s internal 
rhythms, and the retina is part 
of a direct nerve pathway to the 
part of the brain suspected of 

containing the body’s clock, 
according to Dr. Raymond Lam, 
who presented the research at a 
meeting of the American Psy¬ 
chiatric Association. 

It is this suspected relation to 
the body clock that could make 
SAD research important for 
everyone, even non-sufferers. 

One treatment for SAD is light 
therapy, which was first intro¬ 
duced by Dr. Normal Rosenthal, 
a psychiatrist with the National 
Institute of Mental Health. 
Patients are instructed to sit for 
between 30 minutes and three 
hours every morning and eve¬ 
ning in front of a metal box con¬ 
taining bright, full-spectrum 
artificial light. They engage in 
some kind of activity — such as 
sewing or reading — and glance 
into the light periodically. 

Many patients report a vast 
improvement in their moods 
after using the lights. That is 
prompting researchers to come 
up with new ways of incor¬ 
porating the energizing power of 
light into our lives. 

University scientists and 
private industry are in the 
process of developing architec¬ 

tural lighting and portable 
lamps that could one day make 
light therapy available in homes, 
offices, restaurants and hotel 
rooms. Some claim that light 
therapy helps workers on the 
night shift sleep better during 
the day and perform better at 
night. Some who travel have 
used the lights to help reduce 
the sleepiness induced by jet lag. 

There is growing evidence 
that exposure to certain inten¬ 
sities of light at specific times of 
day and for particular durations 
can cure some kinds of insomnia 
and improve health. 

Dr. Wayne London, a psy¬ 
chiatrist who researches the 
effects of artificial living condi¬ 
tions, contends there is evidence 
of a relationship between light 
and some cancers, premenstrual 
syndrome and sick days in 
schoolchildren. He cites “cir¬ 
cumstantial” evidence that light 
may even affect Alzheimer’s 
disease, alcoholism, multiple 
sclerosis and possibly even 
fertility. 

Researchers such as George 
Brinard, a neuroscientist at 
Thomas Jefferson University 
in Philadelphia, foresee light 
therapy that will be incorporated 
into building design in much the 
way we use indoor heating and 
air conditioning today. 

Indeed, the light boxes now 
available — which range in size 
from portable ones that may sit 
on a desktop to bulkier models 
about the size of a refrigerator — 
can reportedly be intrusive and 
cumbersome to use, but that 
may be changing. 

One new invention looks like 
an ordinary lamp but can be pro¬ 
grammed by a microprocessor 
to reproduce the intensity of a 
mid-summer Hawaiian sunrise. 
That, researchers say, could pro- 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
* * * Available options and programs* * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, and others are for convenience and safety. 

* * * Featuring this month* * * IVEC Payment Centers 
to serve your area. 

• Galva Area  .First Illini Bank 
112 North Exchange Street 

• Princeton Area.... .Citizens First National Bank 

SIX 606 South Main Street 
• Kewanee Area .... .Peoples National Bank 

AREA 207 North Tremont Street 
• Ottawa Area   .First National Bank of Ottawa 

BANKS 701 LaSalle Street 
• Sheffield Area .... .First Bank of Sheffield 

to accept and 
113 South Main Street 

process payments • Peru-LaSalle Area .Citizens First National Bank of Peru 
925 Shooting Park Road 

Look over this list and find the programs 
that fit your needs and call us. 

• Off-peak space heating with electricity as primary source at special rate of 3.75 cents kwh — 
$75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• All-electric residential rate — for controlled energy usage 
• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat 

for geothermal and space heating "all-electric" systems during interruptible periods. 
• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak rate schedules) 

• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for IVEC members only — 
$125.00 rebate if controlled when "on-peak" periods occur 

• A $10 per month off-peak credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled for 
the months of June, July, August and September 

• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 
★ 400% efficiency — ground source GTS ★better than gas furnace ★clean energy 
★ off-peak rate of 3.75<t kwh with ETS secondary heating ★economical/affordable 
★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 
• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Economy Pack $8.95 mo. — Basic Service 

$11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. — other program selections available 
• Air conditioning off-peak credit of $10 for summer months of June, July, August and 

September — $40 total benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 
• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month 
• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 
• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 
• Six bill payment locations throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 
• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 
• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage. 
• Installation of home lightning protection equipment 

I! you want more information about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member 
Services Department at toll-free 800-654-1088. 
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Across the 
manager's desk 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M.-4:30 P.M. P.O. Box 70 
Monday through Friday Route 6 & 34 West 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

Economic development in rural America 
Economic development should be nurtured 

in “natural economic ecosystems,” not within 
artificial urban or rural political boundaries, says 
the head of the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association. 

“The activities of a logical economic group don’t 
start or stop at the city line nor at the boundaries 
separating rural and suburban or urban areas,” 
Bob Bergland, executive vice president of NRECA, 
said at a Senate hearing on reorganizing the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. NRECA is the 
Washington, D.C.-based service organization 
for the nation’s 1,000 consumer-owned electric 
utilities. 

“We should look for redefinitions based on 
real economic relationships, and recast program 
efforts in the USDA to focus on these realities.” 

Noting that successful development efforts 

require several strong community services, 
Bergland said, “Development should be centered 
around an area with a good school, a good hos¬ 
pital, and a basic economic motor.” Otherwise, he 
added, economic development produces little 
more than “a few jobs here, a few jobs there.” 

Chuck Bingman, a public administration expert 
at George Washington University in Washington, 
D.C., agreed. 

“The idea of changing our concept of develop¬ 
ment boundaries and shifting the USDA away 
from a department for farmers to a department for 
rural concerns in very attractive,” he said. 

Sen. Byron Dorgan (D-N.D.), who chaired the 
hearing, said “Our success or failure in providing 
direction for USDA will greatly affect not only the 
future of rural America but the economic and 
social health of the entire country.” 

REA: a resource for job growth 
Since 1987, rural electric development loans 

have been available for approved projects that 
spark the rural economy. The funds come from 
the interest income from rural electric system 
loans with the Rural Electrification Adminis¬ 
tration, an agency of the federal government’s 
Department of Agriculture. These “cushion of 
credit” loans are made by the REA to rural elec¬ 
tric systems for rural development projects in 
their communities. 

The rural development projects loans cover a 
wide spectrum of projects falling into three basic 
groups: new or expanding rural businesses — 
usually small industrial or manufacturing opera¬ 
tions; industrial park buildings or business 
incubators; and public work projects — mostly 
water and sewer systems, fire stations and com¬ 
munity buildings. The largest group is the small 
industries, often with 50 or fewer employees. 
These businesses, experts say, can help local 
economies the most. 

Here’s a sampling of the kinds of projects and 
loan amounts across the nation: 
• To the electric cooperative in Martinsville, 

Indiana — $220,000 for a sewer extension. 

• To the co-op in Aitkin, Minnesota — $80,000 for 
a fire truck. 

• To the rural electric co-op in Somerset, 
Kentucky — $100,000 for environmental im¬ 
provements at a battery factory. 

• To a Tennessee electric cooperative in 
Meriwether — two loans of $100,000 for a 
county health care facility and to expand a boot 
factory. 

• To the electric membership cooperative in Red 
Springs, N.C. — $75,000 for a model turkey 
farm. 

• To the Vermillion, South Dakota cooperative 
— $100,000 for the expansion of a nursing 
home. 

• In Port Orford, Oregon, to the utility for the 
expansion of a plant that manufactures boat 
hatches. 

• To the co-op in Delhi, New York — $50,000 for 
a bread bakery using a new type of commercial 
oven. 

• To a Scottville, Michigan, electric cooperative 
— $100,000 for expansion of a fruit and vege¬ 
table storage, marketing and processing 
company. 
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Often-overlooked 
energy-saving measures 

Some ways to protect the environment — 
recycling, composting, switching to environ¬ 
mentally safe products — have become popular 
choices for home owners. The following home 
energy-saving tips —even though they’re often 
overlooked — help protect the environment too, 
because they help you use your energy more 
efficiently, according to the National Rural Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association and the Edison 
Electric Institute, two national electric utility trade 
associations. Chester Bloom 

Insulating doors and windows 

Start with your home’s biggest energy wasters 
— the windows and exterior doors. You lose 
more of your heating and cooling dollars through 
these — per square inch — than through any other 
part of your home. For instance, heat passes 
through a window with a single pane of glass 14 
times faster than through a well-insulated wall. 
So, even with an attic full of insulation, you still 
can be wasting money and energy through your 
windows and doors. 

Install storm or double-pane windows to cut this 
energy drain in half. Add storm doors to create the 
same insulation effect there. 

Caulking and weatherstripping 

After insulating your windows and doors, don’t 
overlook their caulking and weatherstripping 
needs. Almost 40 percent of your monthly heating 
and cooling bill could be going through cracks due 
to poorly caulked and weatherstripped doors and 
windows. 

Caulking a rubber-like material that can expand 
or contract, seals air leaks around each pane of 
window glass, and between the door and window 

frames and the house. Weatherstripping is a 
flexible material (foam rubber, felt, or aluminum) 
that helps to assure a snug fit between the parts 
of windows and doors that open and close. 
Caulking and weatherstripping keep outside air 

out, and inside air in. 

Duct sealing 

These are the ducts that carry heated or cooled 
air to the registers in each room of your house. 

Doing a checkup here can save 10 to 15 per¬ 
cent on your energy bill. All ductwork should 
be sealed at the joints to prevent leakage. Ducts 
located in unconditioned areas of your home 
(attic or crawlspaces) should be insulated. 

Water heating 

In the average American house, water heating 
is the second largest energy user. Save water and 
the energy needed to keep it hot by maintaining 
an energy-efficient water heating system and con¬ 
serving hot water. 

Start with the water heating tank itself: 

• Get the right size water heater. Keeping more 
hot water on hand than you need can waste 
energy. 

• For every 10 degrees you can lower the 
temperature, you can save about 6 percent 

of your water heating energy. 
• If the sides of your water heater feel warm to 

the touch, you may need more insulation. 
Wrap a water heater blanket around the 
water heater, especially if the water heater is 
located in an unheated area of your home. 

• In addition to insulating the water heater, you 
will also save money by insulating the hot 
water pipes leaving the water heater. 

Low-flow shower heads and faucet aerators 
reduce water flow, saving both water and energy. 
Aerated showerheads and faucets mix air with 
water to maintain pressure, and low-flow shower- 
heads pulse the water flow. These simple devices 
are easily installed,and can reduce the amount of 
water and energy used by 50 percent. 

Thermostat set-back 

A set-back thermostat allows you to change the 
temperature setting, or turn off your heating or 
cooling system, at preset times. Each morning 
when you leave, and each evening when you 
return, the temperature changes to save energy, 
automatically. Heating or cooling is done only 
when someone is home. 

By using these easy and cost-effective, energy¬ 
saving guidelines, you can stay comfortable all 
year-round, and still save money. 

For more information on saving energy all 
around your house, call Illinois Valley Electric’s 
marketing department. 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
Is this your account number? 

0000764000 Ca|1 to,|_free _ 800-654-1088 
If your name appears in this center section, mixed in with copy, you 
will receive a nice prize. 

12d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/November 1993 



Six Steps 
to Safety 

Don’t put your life on the line 

* * * Notice of holiday closing ^ * * 
The Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative office 

will be closed on Thursday, November 11, in 
observance of Veterans Day and Thursday and 
Friday, November 25 and 26, in observance of 
Thanksgiving. Please call toll free 800-654-1088 
to report emergencies. This service is available 
24 hours per day. Have a happy Thanksgiving 

24-hour emergency 
dispatch service 

IVEC members! 
Call 800-654-1088 

to report power failures 

IVEC MEMBERS . 

Scheduled 
meter 

reading 
dates for 

1993 

NOVEMBER 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 

DECEMBER 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 

oo 
C

N
 29 30 31 

Two-Way Radio and Telephone Service 
Offering area wide coverage Reach your people — in the field or on the road. Offering Motorola quality products 

The Radio System Offers the Following Specifications: The 800 MHZ frequency trunking system "pools” several 
radio channels so that all users in a given area have automatic access to any free channel — privacy — no fade area. 

All features for as little as $7.00 per month. 
Optional Telephone Interconnect: If your mobile radio is equipped for telephone, by merely pushing the phone button, 
your portable or mobile radio connects you to a commercial telephone line. After the dial tone is heard, your radio 
"becomes" a telephone. 

This feature for as little as $11.45 per month. 
Call Toll Free 800-654-1088—Ask for a Member Services Representative 
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IVEC members . . . 
★ save on the cost of a new electric 60- 

or 80-gallon water heater. 

ir The water heater is “free" if control 
device is applied!! 

Need a new 
water heater? 

Install a 
new SEPCO 
energy 
efficient 
water heater 
from IVEC 
You Can Heat 

and . . . 

only $ 1 25.00 
Should you need to replace 

your existing water heater, keep 
in mind that IVEC has 60-gallon 
and 80-gallon water heaters 
available for $125.00 to mem¬ 
bers only. 

If a control device is installed, 
the $125.00 will be rebated to 
you after 30 days. 

* 

IVEC members . . . 
yi. Do you have an 

electric water heater? 

• earn off-peak credit for four 
months with optional control device 

$10.00 
credit 

If you do, you should con¬ 
sider a "control device" pro¬ 
vided and installed by Illinois 
Valley Electric to receive a 
$ 10.00 credit. This is a guaran¬ 
teed savings that totals $40.00 
over the four months of June, 
July, August and September. 

No obligation. For details, call our Member Services Department 
toll-free 800-654-1088. 

Board Room 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called 
to order by president Earl Bates at 12:40 p.m. 
on Friday, August 27, 1993, with all directors 
present. Manager T.L. Christensen and attorney 
Gary Barnhart were also present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the 
past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board 
concerning the activities in their respective 
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departments during the previous month were 
reviewed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or 
moved on: 
1. A motion was made and approved to adopt a 

municipal rate to begin with the September 
billing period. 

2. A motion was made and approved to have a 
Cost of Service Study done on municipal rates. 

3. A motion was made and approved to apply for 
a franchise with the city of Manlius for future 
electric service to the area. 

4. A motion was made and approved to purchase 
an air conditioning system with temperature 
control for the Deer Park Radio Tower building. 

The next board meeting is scheduled for 
September 28, 1993, at 10 a.m. The October board 
meeting is October 26, 1993. The November 
meeting has been scheduled for the 23rd. 



Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

Geothermal heating, cooling and water heating 

c°oj 
eot 

?Ci*y 
Heat and cool with up to 400% efficiency 

IVEC members, now you can get maximum comfort, energy and cost savings from a 
system designed to use natural energy from the earth. Better than the best gas furnace! 

What is a geothermal system? 
Geothermal is the safest, most-energy-efficient, 

pollution-free heating and cooling system available. 
Basically it looks like a normal furnace, but that’s 
where the similarity ends. Because it burns no fossil 
fuel, it emits no pollutants, thus, no chimney is 
required. Therefore, it can be installed almost any¬ 
where, in a basement, crawlspace, attic or closet. 
Geothermal is a complete home heating system. In the 
summer, select the cooling mode on the thermostat and 
the geothermal system is your complete home cooling 
center. Geothermal can also supply most of your 
domestic hot water requirements. Customers report savings up to 60 percent heating their homes. 
Cooling cost reductions of 50 percent are not uncommon with a geothermal system. 

Another 
benefit!! 

Install 
System :GT® 

now and earn 
$500.00 

Cash Rebate 
Special rebate of $500.00 paid 
by Soyland Power Coopera¬ 
tive, Decatur. Rebate offer 
expires Nov. 30, 1993. 

* *Cash rebates* * 
• Illinois Valley Electric will rebate $75 per kw installed up to a 

maximum $3,000.00 for the all-electric geothermal system. 
• Ask about IVEC’s off-peak rate of 3.75 cents/kwh for more 

savings combining geothermal heating with ETS secondary 
heating. 

* *For more details* * 
yy Call Illinois Valley Electric at toll free 800-654-1088 
w or the following WaterFurnace dealers: 

• Philhower Electric Plumbing & Heating, Main Street, 
Tiskilwa, IL 61368, (815) 646-4481 

• Turczyn Heating and Air Conditioning, 1328 Pulaski 
Street, Peru, IL 61354, (815) 223-0715 

• Energy Specialists Co., 224 N. Main Street, Toluca, IL 
61369, (800)782-7491 

• Ottawa Heating & Air-Conditioning, 632 First Ave., Ottawa, 
IL 61350, (815) 433-1811 

• Johnson Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration, P.O. Box 
53, 107 E. Mill St., Kewanee, IL 61443, (309) 852-2610 

ETS (electric thermal storage) heating 
The secondary heating concept for all- 
electric off-peak systems 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative is offering a spe¬ 
cial reduced rate for off-peak heating with electricity. 
Electric thermal storage heating is used during the 
limited number of on-peak hours when the primary- 
electric heat is automatically interrupted. During this 
interruption, the ETS (electric thermal storage) 
secondary heat source is required to earn the off-peak 
rate. While other methods of providing secondary heat 
will work, the least costly and very effective method 

is the installation of an ETS heater. It is also the only 
way to qualify for the all-electric off-peak rate. 
Warm room heating 

Some extra large homes may need more than one 
ETS unit: however, we suggest you start with one unit 
in the “living” area of the house. Other units can be 
added if you find it is necessary. This “Warm Room 
Concept” of heating certain areas in your home is the 
cheapest method of providing the secondary heat 
needed for Illinois Valley Electric’s special off-peak 
rate. 
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On the outside looking in. 

Some electric utility customers are bound to feel that way. 
The office is in a faraway city, unexplained policies are enforced, 
and your only contact with them is your monthly bill. It’s not the 
“cooperative way” of doing business. An electric cooperative is 
something special. It’s an organization providing a service to its 
owners. And the owners are you. That’s why your participation 
is so vital to its continuing success. That’s why your attendance 
at the Annual Meeting is so important. It’s the leadership you 
elect from among your neighbors — the board of directors — that 
guides the operation of the cooperative and sets the kind of 
policy that puts people first. Local ownership, local control, not- 
for-profit operation...We think it’s the best way to serve you, the 
cooperative way. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 

(Continued from page 12a) 
vide a refreshing awakening 
for an apartment dweller in 
Manhattan in February. There 
are also glasses and hats de¬ 
signed to provide the necessary 
light to the eyes. 

Rosenthal surmises that SAD 
could be an evolutionary hold¬ 

over from prehistoric days when 
cave dwellers needed to bulk up 
and slow down to survive the 
winter. 

But now other researchers are 
finding evidence of a reverse 
SAD syndrome. They have dis¬ 
covered that some depression 
is triggered in summer for some 

people. This new information, 
combined with all that is known 
about winter depression, is ad¬ 
ding tantalizing hints that 
climate and the seasons may af¬ 
fect human behavior and the 
mental state more than modern 
science ever knew. 

— Rural Electric News Service 
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Lighting the 
Christmas tree: 

From glass eggs to bubble bulbs 
Some fascinating firsts are lost in the mists of 

history, but believe it or not we know who had the 
first electrically lighted Christmas tree. 

The man who illuminated Christmas was one 
Edward H. Johnson, a vice-president of Thomas 
Edison's newly formed Edison Electric Company. 
It was Christmas 1882, just three years after 
Edison unveiled his new electric light bulb. 

Johnson didn’t seek publicity for his electric 
Christmas tree, but a reporter for the now- 
defunct Detroit Post and Tribune spied the tree in 
Johnson’s New York City home. 

He wrote: “There at the rear of the beautiful 
parlors was a large Christmas tree presenting a 
most picturesque and uncanny aspect. It was 
brilliantly lighted with many colored globes about 
as large as an English walnut and was turning 
some six times a minute on a little pine box. There 
were 80 lights in all encased in these dainty glass 
eggs, and about equally divided between white, 
red and blue. As the tree turned, the colors alter¬ 
nated, all the lamps going out and being relit at 
every revolution. The rest was a continuous 
twinkling of dancing colors, red, white, blue, 
white, red, blue, all evening.” 

The electric tree was a sensation among the 
monied class at the turn of the century, according 
to Phillip Snyder, who researched the history of 
the Christmas tree for a book called “The Christmas 
Tree Book.” 

Within a few years, the wealthy were sparing no 
expense to construct the grandest, most brilliantly 
illuminated trees that 1890s technology allowed. 

Christmas tree parties became big social events. 
In 1895, President Grover Cleveland put electric 
lights on his White House Christmas tree. A few 
years earlier, the New York Hospital put an elec¬ 
tric tree in its children’s ward. 

“It was so arranged as to revolve slowly, and as 
it moved electric lights shone from each of its 
boughs. The children, many of whom had never 
seen anything half so fine, shouted with delight,” 
wrote a New York Times reporter who visited the 
hospital to see the tree — still a novelty in 1891. 

But it didn’t take long for the trees to spark 
controversy. A few years after it had waxed 
euphoric over the hospital tree, the New York 
Times was concerned that the whole electric 
Christmas tree idea was getting out hand. 

“The little children of the rich have grown 
critical with overabundance, and nothing short 
of an electric tree, with fairy effects . . . satisfies 
them,” an editorialist wrote. In those days the 
lights, and the electricity to run them through a 
Christmas season, could cost $2,000. 

The early electric trees were customized in 
every sense of the word. Each bulb was hand- 
wired. Individual bulbs were bought or even 
rented for the season. Wiring a tree required hiring 
a skilled electrician. 

In 1903, the Ever-Ready Company of New York 
began manufacturing ready-made strings of elec¬ 
tric lights. An “outfit,” as they were called, con¬ 
tained 28 sockets with General Electric (GE) 
bulbs, and cost $12, about what a laborer earned 
in a week. 

Throughout the early decades of the century, 
the primary unit of the electric tree, the bulb, 
was being refined. The original Christmas tree 
bulbs were tiny replicas of the classic lightbulb. 

In about 1910, GE went to a ball-shaped bulb, 
(Continued on page 12d) 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

* * * Available options and programs* * * 

For Illinois Valley Electric members 
Your cooperative offers you the following special options and incentive programs. Some 
are designed to save you money, some are for earning credit on your electric bill, some 
are for your entertainment, and others are for convenience and safety. 

* * * Featuring this month* * * 
li you depend on life-support equipment 
Your cooperative needs to know the names and location of 

cooperative members who depend on life-support equipment. We 
keep a registry of members requiring life-support equipment, and 
it is important that this information be current and accurate. Every 
effort will be made to give priority to restore service to members 
on life-support systems. 

Call toll-free 800-654-1088 for more information. 

Look over this list and find the programs 
that fit your needs and call us. 

• Off-peak space heating with electricity as primary source at special rate of 3.75 cents kwh — 
$75.00 per kw rebate up to $400.00 for installation 

• All-electric residential rate — for controlled energy usage 

• Electric thermal storage (ETS) secondary heating to qualify for off-peak rate — back-up heat 
for geothermal and space heating "all-electric" systems during interruptible periods. 

• General service rates (optional off-peak and on-peak rate schedules) 

• High-efficiency electric water heaters at a special price of $125.00 for IVEC members only — 
$125.00 rebate if controlled when ”on-peak" periods occur 

• A $10 per month off-peak credit on billing statement if electric water heater is controlled for 
the months of June, July, August and September 

• All-electric geothermal heating and cooling systems 
★ Up to 400% efficiency — ground source ★better than gas furnace ★clean energy 
★ off-peak rate of 3.75<F kwh with ETS secondary heating ★economical/affordable 

★ $75 per kw rebate up to $3,000 for all-electric installation 

• Satellite television dish antenna systems — C-Band (24 channel) — Ku-Band (32 channel) 

• Rural TV satellite program subscription packages — Economy Pack $8.95 mo. — Basic Service 
$11.95 mo. — HBO $7.95 mo. — Cinemax & Disney $14.95 mo. — other program selections available 

• Air conditioning off-peak credit of $10 for summer months of June, July, August and 
September — $40 total benefit — no cost to member for installation of monitoring equipment 

• Rental security lights for approximately $12 per month — no maintenance headaches 

• Energy$Teller service at no cost to help you budget electric usage in your home 

• Two-way radio systems and telephone interconnect service — low monthly rates 

• Six bill payment locations throughout IVEC's service area for your convenience 

• Life-support equipment registry for dependent IVEC members 

• Off-peak irrigation rate for controlled electric usage. 

• Installation of home lightning protection equipment 

If you want more information about the above programs, contact Illinois Valley Electric's Member 
Services Department at toll-free 800-654-1088. 
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Across the 
manager's desk 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M.-4:30 P.M. P.O. Box 70 
Monday through Friday Route 6 & 34 West 
Telephone (800) 654-1088 Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Emergencies — call toll-free 800-654-1088 — 24-hours a day 

Electric vehicles: helping the environment 
Electric vehicles are prime examples of how 

electric use helps save the environment. Just nine 
miles of driving an electric truck eliminates two 
pounds of carbon dioxide emissions from the 
atmosphere. Using an electric lawnmower instead 
of a gasoline-powered mower for two hours also 
eliminates two pounds of carbon dioxide. So does 
heating a home with a heat pump in place of a gas 
furnace, or faxing a 20-page document instead of 
mailing it. 

Electric-powered vehicles provide a hopeful 
solution to the problem of providing transporta¬ 
tion without pollution. A car or truck fueled only 
by kilowatts has zero emissions, an example of the 
wiser and wider use of electricity in action. And 
while electric vehicles (EVs) are expected to be 
generally available by the mid 1990s, converting 
existing gasoline vehicles is a viable option now. 

At the first International Electric Grand Prix 
held last year in California, most of the 60 entries 
were conversions, and for good reason. Production 
model EVs sell for $50,000 and up, while conver¬ 
sions can be completed for less than $15,000. 

Among the exhibitors at the international 
event was a 1985 GMC pickup truck, the work of 
Arizona Electric Power Cooperative, a generation 
and transmission co-op in Benson, Arizona. 
“Eevee,” as the truck is known affectionately, was 
on display to demonstrate that any vehicle can be 
converted to electric power using off-the-shelf 
components. Inside, replacing the gasoline parts 
is a 120-volt, DC motor rated at slightly more than 
20 horsepower. Power for the motor comes from 
20 six volt golf cart batteries wired in a series. 

Driving an electric vehicle requires some 
planning. Eevee’s driving range is about 40 miles. 
Then, the batteries require an eight- to 10-hour 
charge. But, she gets an impressive two miles per 
kilowatt-hour on the highway, requires no an¬ 

tifreeze and weighs 900 pounds less than her 
gasoline counterpart. 

Otherwise, this electric vehicle drives like any 
other five-speed pickup, although drivers report 
it is odd at first to watch volt meters and amp 
meters instead of a gasoline gauge, and the hum 
of batteries is a very different sound from the roar 
of a gasoline-powered engine. 

Facts at a glance 
Critics claim REA costs taxpayers billions 

of dollars. The fact is, federal subsidies for 
rural co-op power amount to less than $1 a 
year for every American — and benefit each 
one of them. That’s not New Deal. Or a big 
deal. Just a good deal. 

• Rural electric co-ops serve 25 million 
Americans in 46 states. 

• Rural electric co-ops serve in more than 
80 percent of the nation’s 3,136 counties. 

Federal subsidies per consumer 

Municipal — $93.37 
lOU’s — $61.89 
Co-ops — $46.25 

Revenue per mile of line by type of utility 

Municipal — $69,787 
lOU’s — $56,582 
Co-ops — $ 6,505 
IVEC — $ 3,437 

Consumers per mile by type of utility 

Municipal — 44 
lOU’s - 34 
Co-ops — 5 
IVEC — 3 

You could be a REN prize winner!!! 
Is this your account number? 

0000864000 ^ ^ „    Call toll-free — 800-654-1088 

If your name appears in this center section, mixed in with copy, you 
will receive a nice prize. 
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IVEC members . . . 
★ Save on the cost of a new electric 60- 

or 80-gallon water heater. 

* The water heater is 
device is applied!! 

Install a 
new SEPCO 
energy 
efficient 
water heater 
from IVEC 

“free" if control 

Need a new 
water heater? 

only $ 1 25.00 
Should you need to replace 

your existing water heater, keep 
in mind that IVEC has 60-gallon 
and 80-gallon water heaters 
available for $125.00 to mem¬ 
bers only. 

If a control device is installed, 
the $125.00 will be rebated to 
you after 30 days. 

You can heat 

el, 

and 

IVEC members . . . 
* Do you have an 

electric water heater? 

• earn off-peak credit for four 
months with optional control device 

$10.00 credit 

If you do, you should con¬ 
sider a “control device" pro¬ 
vided and installed by Illinois 
Valley Electric to receive a 
$ 10.00 credit. This is a guaran¬ 
teed savings that totals $40.00 
over the four months of June, 
July, August and September. 

No obligation. For details, call our Member Services Department 
toll-free 800-654-1088. 

Board Room 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to 
order by president Earl Bates at 10:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, September 28, 1993, with all directors 
present. Manager T.L. Christensen was also 
present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the 
past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board 
concerning the activities in their respective 

departments during the previous month were 
reviewed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or 

moved on: 
1. A motion was made and approved to hire a 

technical consultant to advise the cooperative on 
technical matters having to do with the radio 
system. 

2. A motion was made and approved to au¬ 

thorize management to set up a paging and load 
management system on separate contracts with 
Metamora Telephone Company. 

3. A motion was made and approved to pur¬ 
chase two additional repeaters, one each for the 
Deer Park Radio Tower and one for the Kewanee 
Radio Tower and to raise the wide-area radio 
dispatch basic rate effective immediately. A letter 
will be mailed to existing customers with an 
explanation of the rate change. 

4. A motion was made and approved to in¬ 
crease rates for radio tower rentals. 

The next board meeting is scheduled for 
October 26, 1993, at 10 a.m. The November board 
meeting is November 23, 1993. The December 
meeting is scheduled for the 28th. 
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IVEC members . . . 

Put a little security in your night! 
Sign up today for a rental security light and no maintenance headaches 

Rent a light from IVEC!!! 

Here's an excellent opportunity 
for less than $12.00 per month! 

Name 

Clip and mail to: 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Attention: Security Light 
P.O. Box 70 Princeton, IL 61356 
or call toll free 1-800-654-1088 

  Date  

Address 
(RR # and Box #) 

Home Phone  

Location Number  

(City) 

Work Phone 

(Zip Code) 

Account Number 
(Listed on your bill) 

Security Light Installation: Meter Pole  

Face the Light: South West _ 

(Listed on your bill) 

Transformer Pole  

North East 
I would like Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative to install a new 100-watt high-pressure sodium vapor security 
light at the above location for a period of 12 months. Service will continue at the end of the time period unless 
either party gives written notice for discontinuance. IVEC will install, service, maintain and provide electricity 
to operate the light from dusk to dawn. I agree to pay the rental charge for the light per month after installation. 
I understand the security light remains the property of Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative. 

Member Signature   

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
provides Rural TV service 

There are lots of reasons people choose Rural TV as their satellite TV 
service. Many popular channels packed full of entertainment for the 
whole family — super stations from coast to coast, the latest movies, 
up-to-the-minute news, and college and professional sports. Plus one- 
stop satellite shopping for equipment and programming all at affordable 
prices. But maybe the best reason of all to go with Rural TV is that it’s 
provided by people you know, right here at your cooperative. Nobody 
knows more about providing satellite TV service. 
★ Financing available —15% down—24 months @ 8% APR 

★ IVEC provides and installs complete Uniden satellite television systems. 

★ Check our low installation price! $1,997.50— Uniden 4400 7'A' Winegard Dish System. 

★ C-Band (24-channel) and Ku-Band (32-channel) 

★ Check our easy “do it yourself ’ installation —$999.00— Uniden 4300 6'fixed position dish 
system. 

★ Ask about our TV program subscriptions — low monthly rates. 
• Economy Pack Service — $8.95 mo. • Basic Service — $11.95 mo. 

Call toll-free 1-800-654-1088 Ask for a Member Services Representative 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/December 1993 12e 



Member Services 

Safety tips for rural homeowners 
If you’re a rural homeowner who maintains a 

few acres beyond the city limits, there are impor¬ 
tant safety tips that can make your use of elec¬ 
tricity safer and more efficient. While electricity 
is one of the safest forms of energy, the absence 
of electrical codes and inspections in rural areas 
means that homeowners must take greater 
responsibility for recognizing unsafe wiring 
and other hazardous conditions. Here are a few 
guidelines that can save lives, property and 
money: 

Use ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCI) 

Use wherever electricity, water, and you come 
together. GFCI’s are electrical-protection devices 
that sense a ground fault or short and instantly 
disconnect the circuit. Unlike fuses and circuit 
breakers that depend on heavy overloads or shorts 
to function, GFCI’s sense even small electrical 
faults and disconnect the circuit before anyone is 
injured. This is particularly important for outdoor 
and farmstead electric use in operating power 
tools, lawn trimmers, hedge clippers, power spray 
washers, and all electric use around swimming 
pools and hot tubs. Some GFCI’s are designed to 
replace standard outlets; other portable units 
simply plug into existing outlets and can be 
moved from one location to another. For new 
homes and additions, the National Electrical Code 
requires the use of GFCI’s in garages, bathrooms, 
and on outdoor receptacles. Around pools, use 
GFCI’s on lighting fixtures, recirculating pumps 

and on all receptacles within 20 feet of the pool. 
Ground fault circuit interrupters can be pur¬ 

chased at any major hardware and electric sup¬ 
ply store. Harland Cederberg 

Check wiring in barns and outbuildings 

If you have a detached shop, storage building, 
or even a barn for horses or other livestock, 
specific wiring materials and methods must be 
used, especially where dusty or moist conditions 
exist, or where heat lamps will be used. Typical 
hazards include improper grounding, residential- 
type fixtures that are not designed for use in 
barns, and undersized heat lamp circuits.^ 

FVEC MEMBERS . . . 

Scheduled 
meter reading dates 

for 1993 
DECEMBER 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31 

* * * Notice of holiday closing # * * 

The Illinois Valley Electric Coopera¬ 
tive office will be closed on Thursday, 
December 23, and Friday, December 24, 
in observance of the Christmas holiday. 
The office will be closed on Friday, 
December 31, in observance of New Year’s 
Day. Please call toll free 800-654-1088 
to report emergencies. This service is 
available 24 hours per day. 

Have a very merry Christmas and 
happy new year!!! 
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Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
Enhance Your Communications!!! 
Portable or mobile radio and telephone service 

A from 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative ® Princeton, Illinois 61356 
Providing 

II 

Route 6 & 34 West 

MOTOROLA 
COMMUNICATION PRODUCTS 

Financing available — 15% down • 24 months • 8% APR 

* Two-Way ^ * Offering * Reach your people 
radio service area-wide coverage in the field or on the road 

The Radio System features the following specifications: 
★ The 800 MHZ Frequency Trunking System “pools” several radio channels so that 

all users in a given area have automatic access to any free channel. 
★ A trunked system provides added privacy to conversations. 
★ Interruptions from outside conversations are almost impossible. 
★ Operation is simple: After the volume level is set, the push talk button is the only 

control needed. 
All these features for as little as $7.00 per month. 

Optional Telephone Interconnect 
★ If your mobile radio is equipped for telephone, by merely the push of the phone 

button, your mobile radio connects you to a commercial telephone line. After the 
dial tone is heard, your mobile radio ’’becomes” a telephone. 

This feature for as little as $11.45 per month. 

For information about or ordering radio equipment — 
Call Toll Free 800-654-1088 — 

ask for the Member Services Department 
or call 

PRO'COMM U.S.A. 

Toll-Free 800-322-0981 
IVEC and Pro-Comm U.S.A. have entered into a contract appointing Pro-Comm as exclusive 

marketing representative for the IVEC trunked radio system. IVEC has made this appointment 
to ensure that its current and future customers have the availability of the most professional 
and technical information available as to their equipment needs. Pro-Comm is a division of 
Quad City Two-Way, Inc., which is a factory authorized Motorola Service Center, the largest 
radio service and sales business in western/north central Illinois and eastern Iowa. 

Pro-Comm sales representatives are: 
• Quad Cities area • Princeton-Bureau counties • LaSalle-Putnam counties • Henry-Bureau counties 

Rick Peterson NAPA Auto Parts Store Sandie Greenan Ott Owens 
Marketing Manager Dick Heaton Marseilles (800)322-0981 
(800)322-0981 (815)875-6419 (815)795-5414 
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One word 
makes the difference. 
It brightens the room 

when you walk into it, and lightens 
the load when you have a problem that’s 
bigger than you are. It describes that human 

tendency to help a neighbor or a stranger. It makes 

life a lot easier in the countryside, and it continues to 

work - creating jobs, providing drinkable water, helping 

teachers in their classrooms and entertaining families in their 

homes. It’s a proven success story. One word makes a difference. 

Cooperation. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 

(Continued from page 12a) 
which was colored with translucent paint. 

In the early days of the century, there was much 
more variety in tree lights. Each light was con¬ 
sidered a separate work of art — with bulbs shaped 
like strawberries, clowns, snowmen, roses and 
Santa Claus. By the end of World War II, however, 
such detail seemed quaint. 

The 1950s saw a brief vogue of bubble lights, 
the long narrow bulbs with colored liquid inside 
that bubbled at the temperature of an average 

light bulb. For a time, no tree was without its 
string of bubbling lights. 

By the 1960s, the bubble light was almost 
gone from the American landscape, a victim of 
oversaturation. 

In the 1970s the new star of Christmas tree 
lights was the midget bulb — a tiny twinkling light 
that gave a fresh look to the Christmas tree. The 
softer, more pastel colors could be clustered closer 
together for an effect like the nighttime sky. 

— Rural Electric News Service 
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