
Change air filters during fall and winter 
Now that you do not need your air conditioner, 

there’s no need to worry about cleaning or 
changing air filters, right? 

Wrong! 

In fact, air filters may need even more attention 
in the winter than in summer months. During the 
winter, your home is tightly sealed and air quali¬ 
ty becomes even more important during the cold 
and flu season. 

Air filters are inexpensive items, but rarely get 
the credit or attention they deserve. You could be 
paying for that mistake in higher utility bills and 
poor air quality in your home, office or business. 

Think for a minute — when was the last time 
you changed that air filter, or has it been changed? 
Do you even know where it is located? 

People spend most of their time indoors, espe¬ 
cially in the winter, when air pollution levels 
indoors are greater than those outdoors. 

Changing the filter is simple 

Changing or cleaning the air filter in a comfort 
system is an easy job, yet very few people change 
them on the recommended monthly basis. Some 
units run for months with the same filters. 
Running systems without a clean filter is an 
invitation to costly repairs and health problems 
down the road. 

A simple reminder is change your filter about 
the same time you get your monthly utility bill. 
Even just a slightly dirty filter can reduce the 
capacity of a typical home air conditioning 
system. The worse the condition, the lower the 
performance. 

Running a system without a filter lets all the 
dust and dirt collect on the blowers and coils, 
insulating them and producing “drag” that 
shortens the systems life and increases operation 
costs. 

Check monthly 

Clean filters also mean cleaner air indoors, 
advises the Air-conditioning and Refrigeration 
Institute. 

Filters come in various forms and designs to do 
different jobs. Standard filters, such as throw¬ 
away fiberglass or washable metal mesh, catch 
the larger, more visible particles of dust or dirt that 
circulate through a forced air system. 

They should be checked every two months 
under normal conditions and every 30 days 
during peak use. 

Mark your calendars now! 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Association 

Annual Meeting of Members 
Saturday, March 20, 1993 
Crestwood School, Paris 

Watch for more details in next month's newsletter 
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March Motorola madness — plan to attend 
Be ready for the spring planting season 

Want to know how to be better prepared for the 
spring planting season? Save precious time and 
money with a Motorola two-way radio from E.E.C. 
Services. 

Once again, Edgar Electric and its communica¬ 
tions subsidiary, E.E.C. Services, will hold a 
meeting for all current radio users and persons 
interested in learning more about the mobile radio 
system. The meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
March 3, at 7 p.m. at the cooperative head¬ 
quarters and garage. For those of you who have 
been at the meeting before, don’t worry, there will 
be plenty of room!! 

E.E.C. Services has just lowered prices on all 

radios and accessories. Even lower show prices on 
radios will highlight the meeting, along with sale 
prices on certain radio accessories. E.E.C. Services 
will be giving away a free MTX basic radio 
along with other door awards so don’t miss this 
opportunity. These prices will not be offered again 
this year, so March is definitely the time to buy! 

Anyone interested in learning more about these 
easy-to-use mobile radios or would like to attend 
the meeting, should contact Angela Griffin during 
business hours at 463-4145 or 1-800-635-4145. 
Announcements will be sent to current radio 
users. 

Reduce cooperative costs and member costs 
avoid disconnection 

Disconnecting a member’s electric service for 
non-payment is probably the worst job we have 
to do. It has never been a pleasant job for em¬ 
ployees, but to keep bad debts down — a cost 
every member shares — we must do it. 

Edgar Electric makes several attempts to alert 
members of a delinquent account. Delinquent 
notices are mailed approximately five days after 
the monthly due date. A delinquent notice clearly 
states the date of disconnection if payment is not 
made. For members who provided us with their 
telephone numbers, Edgar Electric goes one step 
further to remind members of their past due 
account. Approximately two days before discon¬ 
nection of service, Edgar Electric’s billing depart¬ 
ment uses a phone notification system to inform 
members of a delinquent bill and the disconnect 
date. 

When an Edgar Electric employee arrives at the 
residence to collect or disconnect the service, it is 
too late to request an extension agreement. There 
is a collection trip charge of $20 for the first time 
and a $40 charge for each time after that. All 
disconnected accounts must be paid in full prior 

to reconnection. 
We understand the various financial difficulties 

of our members from time to time. If you cannot 

pay a monthly electric bill, an agreement can be 
written to extend the due date. This agreement 
must be completed prior to the day of discon¬ 
nection. To file an agreement, a member in good 
standing must contact Edgar Electric’s billing 
department during normal business hours. 
Letters and notes by mail or left in the night 
depository are not acceptable. This procedure has 
strict guidelines and may only be used for emer¬ 
gency situations. The due date will not be 
extended beyond the end of the month. 

The billing department is willing to work out a 
payment arrangement that will benefit both 
parties. We make these payment arrangements as 
a service and a privilege to our members. When 
this promise is not fulfilled as mutually agreed 
upon, we will not feel obligated to extend this 
courtesy the next month. 

Members qualifying for state assistance should 
notify the billing department to make special 
arrangements. 

Don’t make your situation worse by adding 
additional charges to your account. Contact the 
billing department prior to disconnect date on the 
delinquent notice and make arrangements with 
the billing department for paying your electric 
statement. 

Happy New Year 
from Edgar Electric Co-operative 

and its subsidiaries, 
EEC Services and Edgar Propane Supply 
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Bundle Up! 

Winter’s on the way! And we offer these 
cold-weather tips so you and your family can 

stay comfortable when the temperature drops: 

• Dress warmly in loose-fitting, layered, 

lightweight clothing. Outer garments 

should be tightly woven and water repel- 

lant; wear a hat. 

• Watch for frostbite and other symptoms 

of cold-weather exposure. 

• Test your windows and doors for airtight¬ 

ness. They may need caulking and/or 
weather-stripping. 

• Check out your home’s insulation. Make 
sure your attic floor or top-floor ceiling is 
insulated. 

For more tips on preparing for winter, contact 

us. We’ll be happy to provide warm advice for 

those cold days and chilly nights! 

Attention 
owners of electric 

water heaters! 
Call Edgar Electric 

during normal business 
hours to find out how 
you can upgrade your 
old water heater to a 

new high-efficiency water 
heater for free! 

Cooperative facts 
A cooperative is a member-owned and -controlled 

business organization. The controlling board of 
directors — all volunteers — are elected from the 
membership. Any profit made by the cooperative 
is retained to repay debt and to keep the coopera¬ 
tive financially sound. 

Edgar Propane Supply 
a division of 

E.E.C. Services, Inc. 

Phone: 465-5800 
or 1-800-465-5800 

Along with Edgar Electric Cooperative — 
we are Your Total Energy Supplier! 

Statement of nondiscrimination 
It is the policy of Edgar Electric Co-operative Association to assure that no person in the United States shall, on 

the ground of race, color, national origin, age, sex, or on the basis of handicap, be excluded from participation in, 
be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination in the conduct of its business and the operation 
of its facilities. Under this assurance, this organization is committed not to discriminate against any person on the 
ground of race, color, age, sex, national origin or the basis of handicap in its policies and practices relating to applications 
for service or any other policies and practices relating to treatment of beneficiaries and participants including rates, 
conditions and extension of service, use of any of its facilities, attendance at and participation in any meetings of 
beneficiaries and participants or the exercise of any rights of such beneficiaries and participants in the conduct of 
the operations of this organization. 
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Operating statement — October 1992 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $5,367,329.19CR $4,971,972.37CR $479,908.07CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 3,449,043.00 3,446,304.72 325,460.00 
Transmission Expense 8,171.68 1,177.88 -0- 
Distribution Expense — Operation 160,379.40 139,572.09 11,795.05 
Distribution Expense — Maintenance 316,016.20 283,408.69 54,806.28 
Consumer Accounts Expense 
Customer Service and 

168,941.43 159,056.51 17,268.14 

Informational Expense 42,137.88 62,772.28 7,481.37 
Administrative & General Expense 448,217.59 488,394.32 51,957.94 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 4,592,907.18 4,580,686.49 468,768.78 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 207,063.80 225,156.28 22,819.04 
Tax Expense — Property 48,200.00 50,710.00 5,071.00 
Tax Expense — Other 53,986.85 46,353.23 4,901.60 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 146,539.24 141,878.61 14,181.51 
Interest Expense — Other 36,705.46 39,114.27 5,229.69 
Other Deductions 2,375.70 -0- -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 5,087,778.23 5,083,898.88 520,971.62 

Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 279,550.96CR 111,926.51 41,063.55 
Nonoperating Margins — Interest 114,341.27CR 108,893.11CR 11,496.69CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Other 
Other Capital Credits and 

5,535.38CR 6.076.81CR 568.88CR 

Patronage Dividends 13,108.31CR 13,799.94CR 13,799.94CR 

Patronage Capital or Margins 412,535.92CR 16,843.35CR 15,198.04 

Manager's report to the board — October 1992 
Statistics and Revenue Data October 1991 September 1992 October 1992 

Number Connected Consumers 4,910 4,914 4,925 

Average kwh Used 1,150.7 957.1 860.6 
Average Bill $125.04 $102.60 $96.30 

No. kwh Purchased 6,723,149 4,521,415 4,836,740 

No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 5,649,750 4,703,249 4,238,548 

Line Loss Percent 16.0% -4.0% 12.4% 

Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.05466 $0.07852 $0.06729 

Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.06504 $0.07548 $0.07679 

Member Cost Per kwh $0.10939 $0.10881 $0.11375 

Miles Energized 1,466 1,470 1,469 

Revenue Per Mile ($428.23) ($355.65) ($334.90) 

Total Expense Per Mile $379.92 $338.82 $354.64 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 
may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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Current Hi-lights 
published by Edgar Electric Co-operative 
Paris, Illinois 
Telephone 463-4145 

Edgar Electric Co-operative Association 
Annual meeting of members 

Saturday, March 20, 1993 Crestwood School, Paris 

Member registration begins at 7 a.m. 
Pancake and sausage breakfast served 7 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
Business meeting begins 10 a.m. 

Grand prize awards: 
from Edgar Propane Supply — a gas grill and 250 gallons of propane 
from E.E.C. Services — a 25-inch color television 
from Edgar Electric Co-operative — a Black & Decker cordless electric lawn mower 
sales before and after meeting 

Craft booth: 
Enjoy beautiful crafts available for purchase — Craft tables from: Wanda Herrington, Pat McDaniel, Lydia 

Laufman. Great Easter gifts! 

Babysitting service!!! 
We hope this makes things easier for our members who have children and would like to attend the annual 
meeting. Games and fun for children under age 10 while you attend the meeting. 

Display booths horn the following: 
Free electric water heater giveaway — sign-up for members, some conditions apply 
Geothermal heating, cooling and water heating systems from WaterFumace of Illinois 
Two-way Mobile Telecommunications and Paging Services available for E.E.C. Services and Motorola, Inc. 
Satellite equipment and programming from "Rural TV" and E.E.C. Services 
Clark-Edgar Rural Water District information booth 
Edgar Propane Supply — your 24-hour propane supplier 

Additional door awards 
Door awards donated by area merchants include savings bonds, water distillers, 

tools, household apphances, security lights, safety supphes and much, much more!! 

Business meeting: 
New board members will be elected. The board secretary, board president and the general manager of 

the cooperative will give their yearly reports. A presentation will be given regarding the Edgar Electric's 
new subsidiary, Edgar Propane Supply, highlighting the past year's success of the business. 

For you the member: 
Edgar Electric's annual meeting is your opportunity to become informed on the events and trends that will 

affect you and your cooperative. This privilege is not readily available to people who are served by other 
types of electric utilities. You, as a member, also have an opportunity to meet with and elect the people who 
represent you as your board of directors. Please join with fellow cooperative members and the directors and 
employees of Edgar Electric at the annual meeting and pre-breakfast meeting. 
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On the 'cutting edge' of lawn mowing! 
Black and Decker, an established leader in elec¬ 

tric lawn mower technology, has recently in¬ 
troduced a revolutionary cordless electric 
mower that is efficient, rugged, light, quiet, rust 
proof and cordless! 

The Environmental Protection Agency claims 
that using a gasoline powered lawn mower for one 
hour generates as many pollutants as driving an 
automobile 50 miles. The National Consortium for 
Emissions Reductions agrees, commenting that 
the nation’s 83 million gas-powered mowers 
produce as much pollution as 3.5 million new 
cars. 

Black and Decker’s long-hoped-for cordless 
electric mower has a patented blade computer- 
designed to minimize air drag thereby reducing 
the amount of power required to swing it. 

Other notable features: 
• a high density polymer deck computer- 

designed to maximize air flow for superior bagging 
performance or dispersal. Polymer is rust and cor¬ 
rosion resistant and is an excellent sound muffler. 

• one-handed, single-lever wheel height 
adjustment 

• a sealed lead-acid battery containing no 
liquid. This allows the mower to be stored and 
charged in any position 

• a two-step charging procedure — step 1 is of 
three-hour duration to bring the charge up to 80 
percent of full capacity. The mower can then be 
used immediately. Step 2 is a trickle charge of 17 
hours. A single 20 hour charge will cut up to 
10,000 square feet of actual lawn surface or about 
lA acre. 

• the battery is completely recyclable and will 
be disposed of by Black and Decker. After about 
7 years (expected battery life) take the mower to 
your dealer for a replacement battery. 

• winter storage in a cold shed or a garage is 
recommended after the battery has been fully 
charged. 

Annual 
> Meeting 

Grand Prize 

• deck and blade specifically designed to max¬ 
imize power and efficiency for a smooth, clean cut 
and excellent grass dispersal or superior bagging. 

Cordless electric lawn mowing —It’s the 
lawncare breakthrough you’ve been waiting for! 
Enjoy incredible freedom from storing volatile gas, 
breathing noxious fumes, destroying your hear¬ 
ing and disturbing your neighborhood. 

Exercise your right 
as a member. 

Participate in your 
Annual Meeting! 

Reminder 
March is Motorola Madness Month 

Wednesday, March 3rd, 1993 
7 p.m. at the cooperative office 

and garage 

• See for yourself how a Motorola two- 
way radio with telephone options can 
enhance your farm and business 
operations. Get ready for the spring 
busy season! 

• Call the Member Services Department 
for more information 
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Farm safety awareness can save lives 
Farming has been identified as one of the 

most dangerous occupations in our country — 
hazardous not only to the farmer but also to 
the farm family. Paris Community Hospital and 
Carle’s Center for Rural Health and Farm Safety 
along with several county organizations hope to 
help minimize farm dangers to the entire farm 
family by promoting safety awareness. 

The Farm Safety Program will be held on March 
18 from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the 4-H Fairgrounds 
located north of Paris on Route 1. In addition to 
Paris Community Hospital and Carle’s Center 
for Rural Health and Farm Safety, co-sponsors 
include Edgar Electric Co-operative, Edgar County 
Cooperative Extension Service, Edgar County 
Sheriff’s Department, Edgar County Farm 
Bureau, Farm Bureau Women’s Committee, 
Edgar County Special Service Area Ambulance, 
Central Illinois Public Service, Illini FS, Kansas 

Ambulance Service, Northern Edgar County 
Ambulance and the Paris Fire Department. 

Information will be presented on how to avoid 
injuries and deaths on the farm and how to react 
to accidents as effectively as possible to minimize 
the damage. Program participants will witness a 
demonstration of extrication from farm ma¬ 
chinery. In addition to health presentations from 
physicians, there will be information on how to get 
emergency help as quickly as possible if you 
should have an accident and what to do until help 
arrives. 

Health screenings will be available including 
blood pressure check, cholesterol screenings, and 
a special cholinesterase blood test to monitor 
exposure to certain chemicals. 

For more information regarding the Farm Safety 
Program, contact Angela Griffin at 463-4145 or 
1-800-835-4145. 

— insulate your water heater! A blanket of savings 
Have you ever heard the age-old advice to 

keeping warm at night? Throw a blanket on! 
One may not think this theory applies to water 

heaters, however, it’s true. An insulated blanket 
added to the water heater will give your household 
budget a warm feeling year-round. 

If your goal is to improve the efficiency of your 
water heater and save dollars at the same time, 
purchase a specially designed water heater wrap 
or blanket. These inexpensive wraps reduce heat 

loss which in turn reduces operating costs. Pipe 
wraps are also available which function the same; 
reducing heat loss. 

A water heater blanket and pipe wrap can save 
about 10 percent in operating costs. For a family 
of four, this can mean a saving of $25 or more per 
year. The cost of the blankets range from $10 to 
$15, so the purchase will more than pay for itself 
in a year. 

Take the "lug" 
out of drinking water 
The Tap Works distiller not only effectively 
removes most contaminants from your 
drinking water, it also removes the “lug.” 
That’s something to think about when you 
“lug” home bottled water. 

Contact Edgar Electric Co-operative for more information 
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Operating statement — November 1992 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $5,869,287.68CR $5,669,797.66CR $697,825.29CR 

t Cost of Purchased Power 3,824,497.00 3,931,525.56 485,220.84 
% Transmission Expense 8,171.68 1,177.88 -0- 
T Distribution Expense—Operation 174,357.00 151,873.38 12,301.29 
- Distribution Expense—Maintenance 351,194.79 312,238.98 28,830.29 

Consumer Accounts Expense 
Customer Service and 

182,018.75 169,115.93 10,059.42 

Informational Expense 45,678.75 69,458.66 6,686.38 
Administrative & General Expense 489,450.00 524,101.36 35,707.04 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 5,075,367.97 5,159,491.75 578,805.26 

' Depreciation & Amortization Expense 228,374.23 248,011.10 22,854.82 
h Tax Expense —Property 53,059.00 55,781.00 5,071.00 

Tax Expense—Other 61,889.15 50,629.44 4,276.21 
f Interest on Long-Term Debt 160,756.00 156,258.87 14,380.28 

Interest Expense—Other 39,910.94 46,621.03 7,506.76 
Other Deductions 2,375.70 -0- -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 5,621,732.99 5,716,793.19 632,894.31 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 247,554.69CR 46,995.53 64,930.98CR 
Nonoperating Margins —Interest 125,492.88CR 119,978.88CR 11,085.77CR : 
Nonoperating Margins—Other 
Other Capital Credits and 

6,126.01CR 6,687.18CR 610.37CR 

Patronage Dividends 13,108.31CR 13,799.94CR -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 392,281.89CR 93,470.47CR 76,627.12CR 

| Manager's report to the board — November 1992 
^ Statistics and Revenue Data November 1991 October 1992 November 1992 

! Number Connected Consumers 4,894 4,925 4,926 
Average kwh Used 873.9 860.6 1,349.2 
Average Bill $101.76 $96.30 $140.76 

S No. kwh Purchased 4,675,747 4,836,740 7,368,331 
!■■ No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 4,276,997 4,238,548 6,646,325 

Line Loss Percent 8.5% 12.4% 9.8% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.08030 $0.06729 $0.06585 | 

^ Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.08778 $0.07679 $0.07301 

PL Member Cost Per kwh $0.11807 $0.11375 $0.10520 

Miles Energized 1,466 1,469 1,469 

Revenue Per Mile ($350.41) ($334.90) ($483.00) 

Total Expense Per Mile $364.23 $354.64 $430.83 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 

H may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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Spring is just around the corner 

Spring time means tornado season. Al¬ 
though tornadoes can occur anytime, peak 
months are March through August. 

There are two types of tornado alerts. 
A tornado watch means atmospheric con¬ 
ditions are right for a tornado to develop, 
stay tuned to news broadcasts for further 
information. A tornado warning means 
one has been sighted in the area or will 
occur. 

If a warning has been issued, your family 
should seek shelter immediately. The 
best shelters are basements or storm 
shelters. If your home does not have a 
basement, move to a small room such 
as a bathroom or closet in the center of 
the house. 

If you are in your vehicle, do not try to 
out-run a tornado. If you cannot escape the 
path of the tornado, stop and get away from 
the vehicle. Lie flat with your head covered 
in a low area such as a ditch or a ravine. 
One of the major causes of tornado deaths 
and injuries is flying debris so be sure and 
keep your head covered. 

Do not stay in a mobile home during a 
tornado. Evacuate the home to find a low 
area where you can lie down and cover 
your head. It might be wise to also check 
rules and regulations concerning “hold¬ 
down” equipment for new or used mobile 
homes. 

Your family should have an emergency 
plan and know exactly what to do if a tor¬ 
nado should hit. Each home should have 
basic emergency supplies such as a port¬ 
able radio, batteries, and flashlights on 
hand in the basement or closet. Being safe 
is being prepared. 
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A super fridge in the near future 
Appliance giants Whirlpool Corp, and Frigidaire 

Co. have been selected as finalists in a contest to 
build, by next summer, prototypes of a super¬ 
efficient, environmentally friendly refrigerator. 
The contest is sponsored by a consortium of elec¬ 
tric utility companies. The prototypes must bet¬ 
ter DOS’s existing electricity usage standards by 
25 to 50 percent. The resulting appliances will use 
no CFC’s as a cooling medium. 

This is the opening phase of the “Golden 
Carrot” program announced by the utility consor¬ 
tium in 1991 through which the group plans to 
put up money and other incentives to manufac¬ 
turers to spur development of energy efficient, 
environmentally sensitive household appliances. 
Other appliances that may also be entered in 
the competition are water heaters, washers and 
dryers, and air conditioners. 

As reported in the December 1992 issue of the 
Illinois Rural Electric News, a microwave clothes 
dryer is being field-tested by the Electric Power 
Research Institute (EPRI) that promises reduced 

energy use and less drying time while being 
kinder to fabrics than available dryers — electric 
or gas. 

Refrigerators are huge energy consumers. One 
that is 15 years old will use about 1,700 kilowatt- 
hours per year. Even the newest models on the 
market today use about 700 kwh yearly. The 
prototypes for Westinghouse and Frigidaire are 
expected to use between 350 and 525 per year. 
And, the new models are not expected to cost 
much more to buy than those available now. 

That not only means a reduction in the energy 
bills of the owners of the appliance but also a 
reduction in the amount of generation capacity for 
the nation’s electric utilities. 

The EPA believes widespread use of these new 
super-efficient refrigerators could cut yearly 
energy consumption nationwide by between three 
billion and six billion kilowatt-hours. That would 
equate to five million to 10 million barrels of oil 
burned. 

A reminder on disconnection for nonpayment 
In a measure to reduce the cost of collections. The telephone system serves as a reminder to 

Edgar Electric uses a telephone notification sys¬ 
tem on all delinquent accounts before discon¬ 
nection occurs. 

The phone notification system consists of a 
pre-recorded message stating that according to 
cooperative records, an account has not been paid. 
The message encourages the member to contact 
the billing department if they feel the message is 
in error, or to make payment promptly to avoid 
disconnection. A disconnection date is also stated. 

Annual meeting coverage 
Due to the delivery date of this magazine, see 

next month’s issue for highlights and details of 
this year’s annual meeting of members held on 

members alerting them when an account is not 
paid. This system helps the cooperative by re¬ 
ducing costs and eliminating the need for a 
lineman to request payment from a member while 
on collections. 

Please remember that if you contact the billing 
department prior to the delinquency, we make 
every effort to work out a solution both parties can 
accept. This call simply serves as a reminder to 
all members. 

Saturday, March 20, 1993. 
A complete listing of all area merchants who 

donated awards will also be given. A big thank you 
to all those businesses and individuals! 

You're standing on the most efficient 
heating and cooling system on Earth . . . 

The most efficient heating and cooling source on Earth is the earth. And a 
new geothermal ground source heat pump can put it to work in your home. 

Tap the Earth’s constant temperature — right beneath your feet — and enjoy 
clean, safe heating and cooling comfort. It even provides your hot water. 

Ask us today about a new geothermal ground source heat pump. You have 
a standing invitation. 
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northerly winds 

A planting plan that would help reduce energy consumption 

in the house. 

Saving energy by design 
Spring planting season 
just around the corner 

Planting a tree, shrub or vine can provide 
benefits greatly outweighing the cost. Well- 
planned landscaping cannot only provide energy 

savings, but also can increase the beauty and 
value of your home. 

Planting trees that lose their leaves on the 
southern and western sides of your home provide 
summer shading to cool your home, lowering 
summer cooling costs. This will also help lower 
peak demand during the hot, humid days of 
summer. In winter these same trees will allow the 
sun to shine in the home to provide natural lights 
and warmth to your home. 

Planting evergreen shrubs and trees on the 
northern and western sides of your home creates 
a natural winter windbreak, cutting winter 
heating costs. 

Shading your air conditioning unit with a tree 
or shrub saves energy and helps lengthen the life 
of the unit by easing the strain. Just be sure not 
to block the air circulation necessary to run the 
machine efficiently. 

Vines are another quick and beautiful energy 
saver. Deciduous vines provide quick-growing 
shade on the walls of your home. 

Call a professional landscaper to help you 
choose the right vine, shrub, or tree to fit your 
homes design and location. 

And a quick reminder ... be sure to find out if 
there are underground lines you need to avoid 
when digging. And, don’t plant tall growing trees 
under power lines. 

For energy savings, beauty and noise reduction, 
nothing beats landscaping. 

March Motorola Madness 
Attended by area radio users 

E.E.C. Services, Inc., a subsidiary of Edgar 
Electric Cooperative, recently sponsored its 
annual radio promotional meeting on Wednesday, 
March 3, 1993, at the cooperative headquarters. 
Current users of the private mobile radio system 
and potential users attended this special, once-a- 
year price reduction event. 

At the meeting, Tom Hentz, general manager of 
the cooperative, discussed how the mobile radio 
system operates and the advantages of the Edgar 
system. Hentz also discussed future upgrades for 
the system such as wide area coverage and pos¬ 
sible increases in the height of the tower to 
improve coverage in outlining areas of the radio 
service area. 

Winners of the door awards were: umbrellas — 
Larry Macey, Penny Peterson; Speaker Mic — 
Dan Winans; Battery Eliminator — Jim Kindred; 
D-ring/Clip — Eric Tate; and the grand prize, and 
MTX 800 Basic Radio went to John and Linda 
Beauchamp. 

Thanks to all who attended and made this event 
a success! 

Extend your daylight hours 
for pennies a night! 

For just pennies a night, you can extend your 
daylight hours and discourage thefts and van¬ 
dalism. Edgar Electric can furnish you with a high 
pressure sodium light rental for just $8 per month. 
The light must be installed on an existing meter 
pole. The low monthly cost covers the electricity 
it uses, the installation and the maintenance. Call 
Edgar Electric for details on security light pur¬ 
chases as well. 

ffice closed 
observance 

of 
Good Friday 
and Easter 

Friday, April 9, 1993 
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Operating statement — December 1992 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $6,408,258.1 SCR $6,410,355.83CR $740,558.17CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 4,190,336.00 4,402,070.40 470,544.84 
Transmission Expense 8,171.68 1,177.88 -0- 
Distribution Expense — Operation 186,485.37 163,755.81 11,882.43 
Distribution Expense — Maintenance 378,037.69 344,735.36 32,496.38 
Consumer Accounts Expense 
Customer Service and 

195,417.68 188,743.16 19,627.23 

Informational Expense 49,704.93 79,958.23 10,499.57 
Administrative & General Expense 546,337.88 585,997.88 61,896.52 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 5,554,491.23 5,766,438.72 606,946.97 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 249,718.85 271,010.23 22,999.13 
Tax Expense — Property 57,918.00 60,852.00 5,071.00 
Tax Expense — Other 62,504.62 54,768.06 4,138.62 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 175,429.64 170,356.25 14,097.38 
Interest Expense — Other 43,159.57 52,815.09 6,194.06 
Other Deductions 2,375.70 -0- -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 6,145,597.61 6,376,240.35 659,447.16 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 262,660.57CR 34,115.48 81,111.01CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Interest 136,487.36CR 131,082.12CR 11,103.24CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Other 
Other Capital Credits and 

6,711.93CR 7,233.12CR 545.94CR 

Patronage Dividends 13,108.31CR 13,799.94CR -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 418,968.17CR 186,230.66CR 92,760.19CR 

Manager's report to the board — December 1992 
Statistics and Revenue Data December 1991 November 1992 December 1992 

Number Connected Consumers 4,892 4,926 4,925 
Average kwh Used 945.9 1,349.2 1,376.3 
Average Bill $109.33 $140.76 $149.30 
No. kwh Purchased 5,228,104 7,368,331 7,397,009 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 4,627,412 6,646,325 6,778,101 
Line Loss Percent 11.5% 9.8% 8.4% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06998 $0.06585 $0.06361 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.07906 $0.07301 $0.06942 

Member Cost Per kwh $0.11733 $0.10520 $0.10973 

Miles Energized 1,467 1,469 1,469 

Revenue Per Mile ($357.29) ($463.00) ($512.05) 

Total Expense Per Mile $357.10 $430.83 $448.91 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 
may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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Current Hi-lights 
published by Edgar Electric Co-operative 
Paris, Illinois 

Telephone 463-4145 

Thomas J. Hentz, right, manager of Edgar Electric Co-operative Association congratulate Phil Hess of Chrisman 
on his election to the board of directors of the not-for-profit member-owned electric utility. Hess was elected 
to finish out the remaining two years of the term of Glenn Bishop of Chrisman who resigned after moving 
from the cooperative's lines. Bishop had been an Edgar director for 19 years. Reelected to three-year terms 
during the annual meeting of members held Saturday, March 20, at Crestwood School Gymnasium were, 
from left. Tom Murphy of Marshall, Garold Farthing of Hindsboro and Ralph C. Wright of Paris. Approximately 
700 members and guests attended the cooperative's 54th annual meeting. 

Your 54th annual meeting 
Phil Hess of rural Chrisman is a new member 

of the governing board of Edgar Electric Co¬ 
operative Association. He was elected to the Edgar 
board during the 54th Annual Meeting of Edgar 
members held Saturday, March 20, at Crestwood 
School Gymnasium. Hess will serve the remain¬ 
ing two years of the term of Glenn Bishop of 
Chrisman who resigned after 19 years of service 
on the Edgar board. 

Reelected to three year terms during the annual 
members meeting were Ralph C. Wright of Paris, 
Tom Murphy of Marshall and Garold Farthing of 
Hindsboro. 

An estimated 700 members and guests heard 
cooperative board president Joe Welsh of Marshall 

report that the cooperative’s newest venture, 
Edgar Propane Supply, was successfully launched 
last year with some of the areas lowest gas prices. 
“We find it extremely gratifying that the price of 
propane dropped 10 cents a gallon when Edgar 
Propane Supply entered the market,” Welsh said. 

Another subsidiary operation of the not-for- 
profit electric cooperative is a communications 
division which provides services to Edgar and 
Clark counties that are not readily available to 
area residents such as satellite equipment and 
programming, local and wide area paging systems 
and two-way mobile telecommunications services 
especially compatible to farms and small busi- 

(Continued on page 12c) 
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Grand prize drawings: 
Edgar Propane Supply Edgar Propane Supply 

Drawing for 250 gallons of free propane — PGS gas grill with propane filled Pig 
registration to have taken place at propane 
booth. Drawn from propane registration box. 

Linzy Mason, Marshall, IL 

Jeff Haddix, Paris, IL 

EEC Services, Inc. Communications Edgar Electric Co-op. Assoc. 
Division and Parkway Furniture Black & Decker cordless electric lawnmower 

25-inch color television 
Linzy Mason, Marshall, IL 

Donald & Faye Camp, Paris, IL 

Annual Meeting door prize list — March 1993 
A big thanks to those who helped make our annual meeting a success 

Donor Prize Winner 
Tapworks water distiller 
Monte Eagle Hat & T-shirt 

Road Atlas 

Goodyear hat 
Blue/white umbrella 
Westbend power peeler 
Gift certificate 
Road Atlas 

Goodyear hat 
Monte Eagle Hat & T-shirt 

Tapworks water distiller 
Panasonic superlights set 
Gift certificate 
Goodyear hat 
Clock timer 
Road Atlas 

Goodyear hat 
Tapworks water distiller 
Goodyear hat 
Road Atlas 

Pioneer seed hat set 

Tapworks water distiller 
Monte Eagle Hat & T-shirt 

Sweatshirt 

Road Atlas 

Goodyear hat 
5 pack oil & one filter 
Clock timer 
Gift certificate 
Monte Eagle Hat & T-shirt 

Goodyear hat 
Road Atlas 

Tapworks water distiller 
Pioneer seed hat set 

Grab bag 
Goodyear hat 
Pioneer seed hat set 

Road Atlas 

Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Allen Victor, 

Monte Eagle Products, Inc. 
Terry Elston, 

State Farm Insurance 
Uliana Tire Co. 
Motorola, Inc./George Gagliardo 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Pearman’s Pharmacy 
Terry Elston, 

State Farm Insurance 
Uliana Tire Co. 
Allen Vietor, 

Monte Eagle Products, Inc. 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Pearman’s Pharmacy 
Uliana Tire Co. 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Terry Elston, 

State Farm Insurance 
Uliana Tire Co. 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Uliana Tire Co. 
Terry Elston, 

State Farm Insurance 
Denny Pine, Sales Rep. 

Pioneer Seed 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Allen Vietor, 

Monte Eagle Products, Inc. 
Greg Ingrum, Dist. Sales Mgr., 

Akin Seed Co. 
Terry Elston, 

State Farm Insurance 
Uliana Tire Co. 
Mooney Ford, Chrisman 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Pearman’s Pharmacy 
Allen Vietor, 

Monte Eagle Products, Inc. 
Uliana Tire Co. 
Terry Elston, 

State Farm Insurance 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Denny Pine, Sales Rep. 

Pioneer Seed 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Uliana Tire Co. 
Denny Pine, Sales Rep. 

Pioneer Seed 
Terry Elston, 

State Farm Insurance 
Uliana Tire Co. 
Countryside Chevrolet, Inc. 
Keith Hooper, 

Brownstown Electric 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 

Goodyear hat 
Oil change & free car wash 
Brownstown, Indiana spice assortment 

Bernadine Hanna 
Ella Wallace 

Franklin & Marion Wallace 

Forrest & Alberta Nay 
Marie J. Ross 

Asbury Church 

Robert Pendley 

Thomas & Joan Mattingly 
Ben & Irma Jean Hammond 
David & Dorothea Bland 

John & Zella Cassady 

Jeanne Perisho 
Lyle & Marjorie Hutchings 

Fruin & Lund Farms 

Charles & Wanda Herrington 
Dennison Methodist Church Parsonage 

Dean & Grace Poorman 

Bell Ridge Church 

Dolson Townshouse 
Evelyn L. Simons 

Ed & Kathryn Sheehy 

Margaret L. Neibarger 

Tom & Sandra Neal 
Abel L. Archer 

John E. McMullen 

Ralph Judy 

Joseph C. Rardin 

Arthur L. & Bea Mae Camp 
Pine Grove Community Club 

Fredric Alwardt Tapworks water distiller 
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Denny Pine, Sales Rep. 
Pioneer Seed 

Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Uliana Tire Co. 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Greg Ingrum, Dist. Sale Mgr., 

Akin Seed Company 
Terry Elston, 

State Farm Insurance 
Uliana Tire Co. 
W.E.S.C.O. 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Uliana Tire Co. 
Hevi-Duty Electric 
Pearman’s Pharmacy 
Electric Laboratories & Sales Corp. 
Pearman’s Pharmacy 
Paris Rural King Supply 
Linkon Auto Supply 
Kenny Miller & Associates 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Edgar County Bank & Trust Co. 
WaterFurnace of Illnois 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Gary Harris, O&M Services 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Buck & Son Plumbing 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 

Hawkeye Inspection Company 
Mike Mooney, Inc. 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Motorola, Inc./George Gagliardo 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
Marrs Furniture Store 
Altec 
Citizens National Bank, Paris 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Assoc. 
First Federal Bank and 

O&M Services 
Fletcher-Reinhardt Co. 

Pioneer seed hat set 

Grab bag 
Goodyear hat 
Tapworks water distiller 
Sweatshirt 

Road Atlas 

Goodyear hat 
Mercury vapor security light 
Tapworks water distiller 
Grab bag 
Goodyear hat 
Dictionary 
Gift certificate 
Electric knife 
Gift certificate 
Cooler 
Creeper 
Picture 
Portable heater 
$50 savings bond 
Steam iron 
Tapworks water distiller 
Skil saw 
Ice crusher 
Westbend electric skillet 
Bar-B-Grill 
Mr. Coffee maker 
Tapworks water distiller 
42-piece cordless screwdriver & 

accessory set 
Electric calculator 
Free oil change 
Air compressor 
Blue/white umbrella 
Curly fry cutter 
Picture 
Gift of members’ choice 
$50 savings bond 
Tapworks water distiller 
2 tickets-Card/Cub game 

St. Louis, MO 8/8/93 
12-in. oscillating fan 

New Hope Church 

Herschel Miller 

Jimmie L. & Joan Simons 
James & Kathy Russell 

John & Linda Beauchamp 

Lucille Wyrick 
Earl M. Wallace 
Wayne & Beulah Lahti 

Shiloh Townshouse 

Carl R. & Rosetti Gallington 

Oliver M.E. Church 
Patricia Winans 
Kidley Community Church 
Stephen S. & Ellen Webb 
Leland & Betty Joan Buckner 
Homer F. Dodd 
Wayne & Arista Fitzjarrald 
Robert W. Nelson 
Ralph & Doris Pantle 
Cash D. Wright 
Norman & Ettsyell Rhoads 
Wayne D. Clapp 
Clarence & Beverly Douglas 
Pleasant Hill Church 

J. Lewis & Florence Stoelting 
Virgil & Grieda Nonman 
Wilma Stone 
Halloran Brothers 
Linda Davidson 
George F. Moss 
Donald & Violet Gallington 
John & Levena Delap 
Geraldine Arbuckle 
James E. Buckley 

Paul & Opan Shuman 

(Continued from page 12a) 
nesses. “More than $70,000 circulated back to 
Edgar Electric Co-operative as a direct result of 
the subsidiary organizations,” Welsh advised 
members. 

Edgar general manager Tom Hentz told mem¬ 
bers that the board of directors is extremely 
pleased with the rapid acceptance by members of 
Edgar Propane Supply. Besides providing a stable, 
low cost supply of propane for Edgar and Clark 
county residents, Hentz said the purpose of the 
new propane gas business is to provide income 
to the electric cooperative to offset future rate 
increases. He said the subsidiary operation is an 
attempt by the board of directors to help deal with 
the high cost of electric power the cooperative 
purchases for distribution to its members. 

Hentz said the board of directors adopted a new 
mission statement last year which states in part, 
that the electric cooperative, together with its 
wholly owned subsidiary, EEC Services, Inc., 
“exists to the serve the changing needs of its 
members and customers by improving their 
quality of life, by actively supporting community 
development, and by identifying and serving their 
members’ and customers’ energy needs.” He said 
the subsidiary activities provide services and 
advantages to area residents which they would not 
realize if were not for Edgar Electric. 

Hentz said Edgar Electric Co-operative and its 
operations continues to be the primary focus of the 
organization. In the coming year the cooperative 
will undertake a major pole replacement program 
which will involve replacing approximately 1,700 
poles. Hentz said the electric system was built in 
the 1940s with a large portion of the electric plant 
40 to 50 years old. “We have several distribution 
lines which will be replaced during 1994,” Hentz 
said. “These construction projects are designed to 
maintain an adequate, reliable power supply for 
our entire membership.” 

Assistant Secretary-Treasurer John Fell of 
Kansas reported to members that operating 
revenues were down sightly in 1992 due to 
unusually mild weather. As a result, cooperative 
ended 1992 with net margins of $164,846 com¬ 
pared with $418,968 a year earlier. 

At the conclusion of the annual meeting of 
members, the board of directors met to reorganize 
for the coming year. Welsh was reelected presi¬ 
dent and Jon Farris of Hume was reelected vice- 
president. Fell was elected secretary-treasurer to 
replace Glenn Bishop and Dave Hollis of Paris was 
elected assistant secretary-treasurer. 

Edgar Electric Co-operative Association pro¬ 
vides electric service to 4,891 members over 1,467 
miles of energized line in portions of Clark, Coles, 
Douglas, Edgar and Vermilion counties. 
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5 Operating statement — January 1993 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $573,540.40CR $699,679.27CR $699,679.27CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 386,482.00 441,159.00 441,159.00 
Transmission Expense -0- 223.40 223.40 
Distribution Expense — Operation 16,541.47 13,659.43 13,659.43 
Distribution Expense — Maintenance 33,848.11 22,526.08 22,526.08 
Consumer Accounts Expense 11,257.26 11,571.46 11,571.46 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 4,086.88 7,976.91 7,976.91 

^ Administrative & General Expense 45,750.22 43,909.22 43,909.22 
^ Operation & Maintenance Expense 497,965.94 541,025.50 541,025.50 
f Depreciation & Amortization Expense 22,195.10 23,062.30 23,062.30 
I Tax Expense — Property 5,071.00 4,858.00 4,858.00 

Tax Expense — Other 5,810.02 5,556.31 5,556.31 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 14,903.39 14,122.09 14,122.09 

. Interest Expense — Other 3,112.70 6,098.57 6,098.57 
Other Deductions -0- -0- -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 549,058.15 594,722.77 594,722.77 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 24,482.25CR 104,956.50CR 104,956.50CR 

;i Nonoperating Margins — Interest 10,714.56CR 11,167.95CR 11,167.95CR 
I Nonoperating Margins — Other 

Other Capital Credits and 
402.23 483.48CR 483.48CR 

! Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 34,794.58CR 116,607.93CR 116,607.93CR 1 

Manager's report to the board — January 1993 
Statistics and Revenue Data January 1992 December 1992 January 1993 ! 

f Number Connected Consumers 4,887 4,925 4,920 
H Average kwh Used 1,031.7 1,376.3 1,287.6 

Average Bill $116.39 $149.30 $141.05 
No. kwh Purchased 5,557,471 7,397,009 7,255,527 

p No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 5,041,757 6,778,101 6,334,820 
r Line Loss Percent 9.3% 8.4% 12.7% 
' Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06954 $0.06361 $0.06080 ; 
p Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.07666 $0.06942 $0.06964 
- Member Cost Per kwh $0.11485 $0.10973 $0.11116 

Miles Energized 1,467 1,469 1,470 
Revenue Per Mile ($397.99) ($512.05) ($483.90) 
Total Expense Per Mile $374.27 $448.91 $404.57 , 

Should your power go off .... 
; Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
: call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 
" may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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The students who represented Edgar Electric on the "Illinois Rural Electric and Telephone Youth Day" in 
Springfield April 21 are pictured here with Angela Griffin, chaperone from Edgar Electric, and Senator Harry 
"Babe" Woodyard. From left are Griffin, Stacia Pantle of Paris, Amanda Medsker of Marshall and Woodyard. 

Edgar sends two on Springfield tour 
Two students representing Edgar Electric 

Co-operative Association got a first-hand look at 
state government in action on Wednesday, April 21, 
when they met with Senator Harry “Babe” 
Woodyard at the State Capitol in Springfield. 

The Edgar Electric representatives were part of 
a group of more than 200 students from downstate 
Illinois who participated in “Illinois Rural Electric 
and Telephone Youth Day.” In addition to meeting 
with their area legislators, the students also met 
with Illinois Comptroller Dawn Clark Netsch, who 
delivered the noon keynote address to the group. 

Netsch, the first woman to be elected to a con¬ 
stitutional office in Illinois, spoke to them at 
some length about the state’s economic situation. 
“Wherever I go,” the former law professor said, 
“I try to tell people about the system. If they 
understand it, they’ll be better able to take part 
in its activities, and it works better when a lot of 
people are involved.” 

She added that the state had a $30-billion 
budget for this year and that her office would write 
some 15-million checks in the same time frame. 

“We’re facing a financial crisis,” she said. 
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“because on April 15, a date your parents will no 
doubt remember as tax day, we had $900,000 to 
spend. On that same day, we had $829-million in 
bills. 

“It sounds kind of crass,” she continued, “but 
it’s true: In a very real sense, a great deal of 
government is about money. We have to decide 
who pays, and where the money goes. State 
money and how it’s spent represents some of the 
most important decisions in state government.” 

Karla Miller of Carbondale, the Illinois represen¬ 
tative on the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association Youth Consulting Board (YCB), told 
of her experiences during the year that had passed 
since she had been on the Youth Day tour, and 
noted that she had had some interesting travel 
experiences. She urged those who were going on 
the Youth to Washington tour to seek election to 

the YCB, as she had. 
And she also urged them to get active politically. 

“When I spoke to a group a few months ago,” she 
said, “I said that the problem isn’t that adults 
aren’t listening to youth, it’s that youth aren’t 
saying anything. While I believe that’s a problem, 
I don’t think it’s enough to just talk. I think we 
have to do something. We sometimes think we 
can’t do much, but if we start, maybe others will 
see what we’re doing and start doing something, 
too.” 

After the luncheon, the students toured many 
of the historic sites of Springfield, including the 
Old State Capitol, Lincoln’s Home and Neighbor¬ 
hood, Lincoln’s Tomb and the Illinois Vietnam 
Veteran’s Memorial. The day-long activities were 
sponsored by the electric and telephone coopera¬ 
tives of Illinois. 

Clean, clear water for $85 
Now you can enjoy fresh-tasting water without bringing 
home expensive bottles home from the store. A Tap works 
electric distiller removes up to 99% of most drinking 
water contaminants, and fits on your countertop. Call 
Edgar Electric Cooperative today and enjoy clear water 
tomorrow. 

(217) 463-4145 
(800) 635-4145 

A blown fuse or tripped breaker 
You have a blown fuse or a tripped breaker. 

Don’t just reset the breaker or replace the fuse 
and forget it. Investigate the circuit to find the 
problem. 

That blown fuse or tripped breaker is your 
electrical protective system sending you a 
message. A message that there is a problem 
that needs your attention. 

The problem might be as simple as a bad 
breaker, although fuses and breakers rarely go 
bad. 

The problem might be as serious as a short 
circuit that could cause fire or electrocution. 

Fuses and breakers do not interrupt the cir¬ 
cuit for no reason. When your electrical sys¬ 
tem talks to you, be sure and listen. 

 What to do if a fuse "blows"  
1. Unplug the appliance caus- 2. Shut off the main power 

ing the problem. switch on the fuse box. 

If a circuit breaker is tripped: 
1. Unplug the offending 

appliance. 
2. Reset the circuit breaker 

according to instructions 
(call an electrician if you 
need help). 

3. Replace the burned use with 
a new one of the correct 
size. 

4. Turn on the main power 
switch. 

NOTE 

ALWAYS keep a flashlight 
and extra fuses handy; 
stand on a dry surface 
when touching fuse/ 
breaker box. 
Never use a penny or 
aluminum foil to replace a 
fuse. 

If you can't find the problem and the circuit breaker or fuse keeps shutting off the power, call an electrician. 
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Capital credit allocation 
In the early part of May, all present Edgar 

Electric Co-operative members should have 
received a capital credit notice. This notice is not 
a billing statement. 

Like any business, money collected over and 
above the cost of operation is returned to the 
owners. This is exactly what happens in Edgar 
Electric’s case. The revenue, called margins, is 
allocated to our members in the form of capital 
credits and held for a later date. Until then, the 
capital may be invested in facilities or applied 
towards debt payment. As energy costs rise and 
members continue to use more electricity, our 
capital credit accounts continue to grow. 

Even though capital credits are currently being 
refunded only to estates, each member should 
take an interest in keeping their capital credit 
account up to date. If you have a joint member¬ 
ship, members should inform the cooperative of 
changes in marital status. 

An account left in a member’s name one year 
past the date of the member’s death will forfeit any 
additional capital credits. Please keep your latest 
card with other important papers so all accounts 
can be transferred as soon as possible. 

If there are any questions or changes concerning 
your membership or capital credit account, please 
contact the cooperative office. 

Don't mix power lines and antennas 
Electric power lines simply don’t mix with antennas. Tour contact with a metal 

object and a power line can be serious, even fatal. 
When installing an antenna, do not work alone. Better yet, play it safe and call 

in a professional. If you do decide to install it, the ground should be dry. Tou 
should cany the antenna horizontally to avoid accidental contact with power 
lines. And, you should place the antenna well outside falling distance of a power 
lines. And once the antenna is in place, ground it securely. 

'Fan' 
tastic 
Ideas 
for 

Summer 

That good old stand-by, the electric fan, can help you save 
money on air conditioning. 

Whole House Fans 
In the heat of the night when temperatures are at or below 

82 degrees, whole house fans can be the ticket to savings 
of up to 50 percent on your cooling costs. Exhaust the warm, 
stale air by putting one in your attic (if you have good attic 
ventilation), or the central hall or stairway. 

Ceiling Fans 
A ceiling fan can help too. By moving air, the effect of evapora¬ 

tion makes you feel more comfortable at warmer temperatures. 
And, it only uses about the same amount of electricity it takes 
to light a 15-watt light bulb. 

Window and Exhaust Fans 
In an open area, window fans are very effective, or use your 

fan for exhausting moist air from the bathroom or kitchen. 

Portable Fans 
Place a portable fan facing away from your window air con¬ 

ditioning unit to help spread the cool air around. The fan helps 
move cool air into other rooms and down hallways. Just as hot 
air rises, cool air sinks to the floor, so put the portable fan on 
the floor for best results. 
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Operating statement — March 1993 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $ 1,627,165.43CR $1,890,001.70CR $576,222.42CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 1,134,882.84 1,193,743.94 353,594.00 
Transmission Expense -0- 523.40 150.00 
Distribution Expense — Operation 41,799.34 30,057.47 15,697.68 
Distribution Expense — Maintenance 78,995.57 75,607.21 28,075.13 
Consumer Accounts Expense 
Customer Service and 

53,195.16 56,517.43 17,264.92 

Informational Expense 13,078.47 23,678.94 8,760.37 
Administrative & General. Expense 122,449.40 157,258.33 60,303.31 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 1,444,400.78 1,545,386.72 483,845.41 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 66,759.57 70,726.53 23,997.89 
Tax Expense — Property 15,213.00 14,574.00 4,858.00 
Tax Expense — Other 15,509.06 16,032.33 4,985.64 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 41,864.16 41,233.23 13,963.88 
Interest Expense — Other 8,587.43 17,427.81 5,907.25 
Other Deductions -0- -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 1,592,334.00 1,705,380.62 537,558.07 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 34,831.43CR 184,621.08CR 38,664.35CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Interest 31,949.71CR 34,734.35CR 12,615.22CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Other 
Other Capital Credits and 

787.93CR 1,493.85CR 468.20CR 

Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 67,569.07CR 220,849.28CR 51,747.77CR 

.. 

Manager's report to the board — March 1993 
Statistics and Revenue Data March 1992 February 1993 March 1993 

Number Connected Consumers 4,877 4,921 4,910 
Average kwh Used 839.0 1,115.4 1,015.7 
Average Bill $97.14 $123.75 $116.26 
No. kwh Purchased 4,816,646 6,296,437 5,522,160 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 4,091,619 5,488,800 4,987,069 
Line Loss Percent 15.1% 12.8% 9.7% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.08306 $0.06337 $0.06403 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.09778 $0.07269 $0.07090 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.11781 $0.11269 $0.11638 
Miles Energized 1,467 1,470 1,470 
Revenue Per Mile ($333.94) ($425.57) ($400.89) 
Total Expense Per Mile $370.91 $389.86 $365.69 

fas-- 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 
may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 

' 
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Paris, Illinois 
Telephone 463-4145 

One of America's great success stories! 
Recent attacks on REA in the press and on TV 

have led many Americans to think that REA and 
rural electric cooperatives are just one more 
example of government waste. But this is not 
true; in fact, it is just the opposite. REA and the 
cooperatives are one of America’s great success 
stories. In partnership with REA, people in the 
rural areas take charge and get things done — for 
themselves and their communities. 

REA’s job is not done! 
REA’s foes paint a picture of a Depression Era 

dinosaur kept alive by “special interests.” They 
claim that REA’s job is done . . . and REA should 
be done in. But the facts are much of America’s 
vital infrastructure has been allowed to decay — 
with an estimated replacement cost of $100 
billion annually for the next 20 years. Meanwhile, 
rural electric co-ops in partnership with REA have 
provided reliable and affordable electric service 
over 75 percent of the U.S. landmass for more 
than 50 years. The annual cost to taxpayers? $182 
million — less than it costs to build 50 miles of 
interstate highway. The truth is, America’s rural 
electrification program is the envy of the world, 
and costs taxpayers less than any other type 
of electric utility subsidy (refer to facts at a 
glance). 

REA and the rural electric co-ops are 
about people doing things for themselves! 

REA is no giveaway. It’s a system of loans that 
help people in small towns and rural America help 
themselves. Because local members own their 
electric system, they make sure the job gets down 
as efficiently as possible. Public investment has 
paid off in better education, better health care and 
more income opportunities. It’s proof that is you 
want something done right, do it yourself. 

REA exists to fulfil the nations promise 
of universal electric service — a commit¬ 
ment to fairness for all Americans! 

People have heard government insulted for so 
long, they assume any attack is true until proven 
otherwise. Rural electric co-ops and their partner¬ 

ship with REA are living proof that a government 
program can work. REA is an investment program 
in our country, in our communities and in our 
people. 

At an annual cost of less than $ 1 per American, 
the people of this country are guaranteed elec¬ 
tricity wherever they choose to live or travel. And 
no top-heavy, out-of-touch bureaucracy runs the 
show. Co-ops represent local, community control 
— and complete accountability. 

Dare the critics to show you a better ex¬ 
ample of people using public resources to 
further the common good. Isn’t that what 
American democracy is supposed to be all 
about? Aren’t the REA and electric co-ops a 
model for the rest of the nation? Spread the 
word! 

Facts at a glance 
Critics claim REA costs taxpayers billions 

of dollars. The fact is, federal subsidies for 
rural co-op power amounts to less than $ 1 a 
year for every American—and benefit each 
one of them. That’s not New Deal. Or a big 
deal. Just a good deal. 

• Rural electric co-ops serve 25 million 
Americans in 46 states. 

• Rural electric co-ops serve in more than 
80 percent of the nation’s 3,136 counties. 

Federal subsidies per consumer 

Municipal — $93.37 
lOU's - $61.89 
Co-ops - $46.25 

Revenue per mile of line by type of utility 

Municipal — $69,787 
lOU's - $56,582 
Co-ops — $ 6,505 

Consumers per mile by type of utility 

Municipal — 44 
lOU's - 34 
Co-ops — 5 
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Open house set for Edgar Propane Supply 
To show appreciation to its customers, Edgar 

Propane Supply has announced an Open House 
celebrating its first year of success. The Open 
House will be held on Friday, July 23, from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the American Legion Pavilion 
in Paris. 

For that day only, a special contract price will 
be given to those individuals or businesses that 
sign contracts for propane purchases. The mini¬ 
mum contract amount is 1,000 gallons. This 
special price is good that day only. Door prizes will 
also be awarded on the hour. 

All current customers of Edgar Propane Supply 

will receive an invitation in the mail regarding the 
open house. All persons interested in learning 
more about Edgar Propane Supply and would like 
to attend the open house should contact Carrie 
Eveland at 465-5800 or 1-800-343-5800 for a 
reservation. We look forward to seeing you there 
and serving you in the future! 

summer time fun is just around the comer! 

Set your grill ready for the picnic season! 

Propane cylinder exchanges 

available at 

FURRY'S 76 QUICK STOP in PARIS 
Propane cylinder fills 

available at 

T&J PHILLIPS 66 in MARS 

Propane cylinder 

fills also available 

at ED CAR 

PROPANE 

SUPPLY IN PARIS 

Route 1 North 

Office closing 
Our office will be closed on 

Monday, July 5, in observance of 
Independence Day. 

Thinking about buying 
an air conditioner? 

An important way to use energy efficiently and 
wisely, as well as minimize cooling costs, is to pur¬ 
chase a more energy-efficient air conditioner. 
Before buying an air conditioner, you should be 
able to answer these questions for the dealer. How 
large is the area to be cooled? Is it well insulated? 
How many windows (including sizes) are there 
and are they weatherstripped? When buying an 
air conditioner, the secret is to spend less on the 
purchase, get maximum comfort for your dollar 
and spend less to operate the unit. 

What do efficiency ratings mean? The purpose 

of rating the efficiency of an air conditioner is to 
indicate the relative amount of energy needed to 
provide a specific cooling output. The more effi¬ 
cient the equipment, the less energy used for 
equivalent cooling requirements. 

The energy efficiency ratio (EER) is a mathemat¬ 
ical ratio involving the cooling output measured 
in British thermal units per hour (Btuh) divided 
by the electrical power input (watts). The greater 
the EER, the more efficient the unit, the more 
cooling capacity available for each kilowatt-hour 
(kwh) of electricity. For example, a window air 
conditioner unit with an 8,000-Btuh capacity 
rating and an EER of 8.0 will cost about 33 per¬ 
cent less to operate than a model with an EER of 6. 
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Energy tips for a cooler summer 
• Turn off all unnecessary lights. They produce 

heat that your air conditioner must remove. 
• Use a microwave oven, electric skillet or other 

small appliances for meal preparation. This 
keeps your kitchen cooler than using the range 
or oven. 

• Use low wattage fans to help circulate air 
indoors. 

• Don’t run your air conditioner out of habit. On 
cooler, less humid days, turn the unit off and 
open the windows. 

Here are some tips that may help minimize the 
effect of hot weather on your electric bills. 
• Set your air conditioning thermostat at 78 

degrees while you’re home, raise the ther¬ 
mostat setting 5 or more degrees when you will 
be away from home for several hours. 

• Don’t turn the thermostat to a lower setting to 
speed up cooling. 

• Keep the air conditioner filter clean. A dirty 
filter causes the unit to run longer to move the 
same amount of air. 

• Make sure indoor registers are free of dust and 
clear of furniture and other obstructions, so air 
can circulate freely. 

• Keep the outside unit clear of grass or shrubs 
to allow proper air flow over the condensing 
coils. 

• Block out sunlight to your windows by closing 
draperies, blinds, or shades inside. 

• Use appliances that produce heat and moisture 
in the early morning or late evening hours, 
whenever possible. 

Edgar Propane Supply 
a division of 

E.E.C. Services, Inc. 

Phone: 465-5800 
or 1-800-343-5800 

Along with Edgar Electric Cooperative — 
we are Your Total Energy Supplier! 

You can control your 
vacation electric bill 

Going on vacation? If you 
expect your electric bill to be 
lower because of your absence, 
better follow these suggestions: 

• Turn off the electric water 
heater 

• Turn off the air conditioner. 
• If you have two refrigera¬ 

tors, transfer all food into one 
refrigerator, then unplug the 
empty one. Besides saving elec¬ 
tricity by not using the empty 
one, the full refrigerator will 
operate more efficiently. 

• Turn off or unplug all those 
automatic appliances that do not 
need to operate in an empty 
house — cable or Rural TV 
equipment, attic fan, pool pump, 
well pump, dehumidifier, water- 
bed heaters, etc. 

The only way to use no 

electricity is to trip the main 
breaker. That will shut every¬ 
thing off. But for most of us, that 
is not a practical option. 

To reduce usage shut off 
everything that doesn’t ab¬ 
solutely need to be on because 
while you’re away the automatic 
appliances will continue to 
automatically operate. 

And keep in mind, when you 
come home, you will turn every¬ 
thing on again. All those ap¬ 
pliances you use to maintain 
comfort, clean the clothes, cook 
with, etc. will operate for a num¬ 
ber of hours to restore equilib¬ 
rium to the house. Consequently 
most, if not all, of those kilowatt- 
hours you saved while on vaca¬ 
tion will be used to get back into 
the before-vacation routine. 
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Operating statement — April 1993 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $2,124,750.93CR $2,475,792.70CR $585,791.00CR 

Cost of Purchased Power 1,478,360.68 1,543,409.87 349,665.93 

Transmission Expense -0- 673.40 150.00 

Distribution Expense — Operation 58,958.57 50.226.09 12,168.62 

Distribution Expense — Maintenance 99,791.51 94,061.27 18,454.06 

Consumer Accounts Expense 71,087.19 70,946.19 14,428.76 

Customer Service and 

Informational Expense 22,975.26 30,504.32 6,825.38 

Administrative & General Expense 195,765.69 211,121.78 53,863.45 

Operation & Maintenance Expense 1,962,938.90 2,000,942.92 455,556.20 

Depreciation & Amortization Expense 89,163.42 94,790.28 24,063.75 

Tax Expense — Property 20,284.00 19,432.00 4,858.00 

Tax Expense — Other 19,818.16 21,555.71 5,523.38 

Interest on Long-Term Debt 56,783.84 54,874.36 13,641.13 

Interest Expense — Other 11,517.76 23,144.51 5,716.70 

Other Deductions -0- -0- -0- 

Cost of Electric Service 2,124,506.08 2,214,739.78 509,359.16 

Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 244.85CR 261,052.92CR 76,431.84CR 

Nonoperating Margins — Interest 42,593.84CR 45,878.75CR 11,144.40CR 

Nonoperating Margins — Other 1,485.97CR 7,150.48CR 5,656.63CR 

Other Capital Credits and 

Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 

Patronage Capital or Margins 44,324.66CR 314,082.15CR 93,232.87CR 

Manager's report to the board — April 1993 
Statistics and Revenue Data April 1992 March 1993 April 1993 

Number Connected Consumers 4,878 4,910 4,934 

Average kwh Used 869.6 1,015.7 1,046.4 

Average Bill $101.15 $116.26 $117.73 

No. kwh Purchased 4,784,929 5,522,160 5,486,747 

No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 4,241,726 4,987,069 5,162,804 

Line Loss Percent 11.4% 9.7% 5.9% 

Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.07178 $0.06403 $0.06373 

Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.08098 $0.07090 $0.06773 

Member Cost Per kwh $0.11784 $0.11638 $0.11426 

Miles Energized 1,467 1,470 1,470 

Revenue Per Mile ($346.92) ($400.89) ($409.93) 

Total Expense Per Mile $362.76 $365.69 $346.50 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 
may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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Edgar Electric earns outstanding 
safety accreditation award 

For the third time, Edgar Electric Co-operative 
Association has been recognized for its outstand¬ 
ing employee safety program. The award will be 
presented to cooperative employees at the annual 
meeting of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in August. Notification regarding 
recertification was received in May. 

Under the accreditation program, the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association reviews 
cooperative safety efforts every three years after 
the initial certificate is issued. A lengthy investiga¬ 
tion and evaluation is conducted to determine the 

effectiveness of the employee safety program. The 
entire electric system is inspected including 
vehicles, buildings, substations, and poleyards. It 
should be noted that the safety program includes 
all cooperative employees with an emphasis on 
the outside line crews. 

All Edgar Electric employees make safety a 
priority and are honored to be one of the 400 safety 
accredited organizations out of 1,100 rural elec¬ 
tric systems in the United States. Earning certi¬ 
fication makes honored cooperatives eligible for 
significant reductions in insurance rates. 

Personnel changes at Edgar Electric, 
Edgar Propane Supply 

Several personnel changes have been made at 
Edgar Electric Co-operative headquarters — some 
new faces and some changes of the guard. 

Peter Kollinger has been hired as assistant office 
manager and will eventually fill the position of 
office manager for the cooperative. Kollinger will 
replace Thomas Brock upon his retirement later 
this year. At this time, Kollinger replaces Allison C. 
Hammond, who took a position with an electric 
cooperative in Texas. Kollinger most recently was 
employed by Clay Electric Cooperative head¬ 
quartered in Flora, Illinois, and has worked for 
electric and telephone cooperatives for the past 10 
years. Kollinger and his wife, Kate, and his two 
children, Peter and Lauren, recently moved to the 
Paris area. 

There has been a changing of the guard for one 
key position at the cooperative. Jim Fleming has 

taken over the position of line superintendent, 
replacing Lester “Smitty” Smittkamp, a 46-year 
employee of the cooperative. Fleming recently 
held the position of journeyman lineman and has 
been employed at the cooperative for 17 years. 
“Smitty,” as he is known to employees and 
members alike, is currently working on special 
projects including a computer aided mapping 
project. 

Edgar Propane Supply, a subsidiary of Edgar 
Electric, has recently increased its office staff by 
hiring customer representative Carrie Eveland. 
Carrie is originally from the Martinsville area 
and currently resides in Paris with her husband, 
Danny, and her two children. Cole and Callie. 
Carrie was previously employed at Dlini FS in 
Paris for the past five years. 
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Two students representing Edgar Electric Co-operative Association on the 1993 Youth to Washington Tour 
witnessed their government in action during the week of June 18, meeting with Congressman Tom Ewing 
of Pontiac in the nation's capital. The students were part of a contingent of 66 outstanding rural youth leaders 
from downstate Illinois who participated in the annual tour of Washington, D.C., sponsored by the electric 
and telephone cooperatives of Illinois. From left are Amanda Medsker of Marshall, Stacia Pantle of Paris and 
Congressman Ewing. During the week-long trip to the nation's capital the students visited the National 
Cathedral, U.S. Capitol, Smithsonian museums, George Washington's home at Mount Vernon, Supreme Court, 
Bureau of Engraving, Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, National Geographic Society headquarters 
and a host of memorials and monuments. They also attended a performance at Ford's Theatre, and were 
greeted by foreign diplomats during a reception at the Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia. En route to Washington, 
D.C., they toured the Civil War battlefields at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 

Clean, clear water for $85 
Now you can enjoy fresh-tasting water without 
bringing home expensive bottles home from the 
store. A Tap works electric distiller removes up to 
99% of most drinking water contaminants, and fits 
on your countertop. Call Edgar Electric Cooperative 
today and enjoy clear water tomorrow. 

(217) 463-4145 
(800) 635-4145 

12b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/August 1993 



Service offered to get members in hot water! 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Association has a 

program that is sure to get its members in hot 
water! And keep them there! 

If your water heater is getting some age on it, 
your family can replace your old water heater with 
a new high-efficient water heater from Edgar 
Electric—FREE OF CHARGE! 

Qualifying for the water heater program is 
simple. First, the member must sign the water 
heater contract available at the cooperative office 
and follow the contract guidelines. Basically, the 
member agrees to use the water heater for the life 
of the equipment. Also, the member will provide 
a cooperative representative with reasonable 
access to the water heater for periodic 
maintenance inspections and to install an elec¬ 
tronic switch on the water heater. The member is 
responsible for the installation of the water heater. 

The key to the success of the water heater pro¬ 

gram is the electronic switch. When the 
cooperative is reaching its peak demand—when 
energy use is the highest, the switch controls 
energy use on the water heater by automatically 
shutting the unit off. This shut-off reduces the 
demand for electricity during the peak times 
which in turn reduces costs to the cooperative. 

This “shaving of peak” generally occurs on the 
hottest days of the year. It is important to note that 
the water heaters are shut off for only short 
periods of time. Generally, the homeowner will not 
realize the water heater is shut off due to the large 
tank capacity. 

If you are interested in finding out more about 
how you can help your family and the cooperative 
at the same time, contact the cooperative office 
during normal business hours regarding the FREE 
water heater giveaway. 

Extend your daylight hours for pennies a night!! 
Get the safety and convenience of an automatic 

security light from Edgar Electric and put more 
fun in your night life the whole year long. 

It’s an affordable way to welcome visitors, work 

or play outside after dark, and to protect your 
property year round. 

Call the cooperative office at 463-4145 for more 
details!! 

Cool-down exercises 
for summer! 

To cool down as the temperature heats up, 
here are a few wise-use energy exercises to 
help you keep comfortable—efficiently and 
economically. 
• Set your thermostat as high as possible: 

78 degrees is often recommended as a 
reasonably comfortable room temperature. 

• Set the fan speed on high except during 
very humid weather. When it’s humid, a 
low fan speed will remove more moisture 
from the air. 

• Clean or replace air-conditioning filters at 
least qnce a month. 

• Don’t place lamps or TV sets near your air- 
conditioning thermostat. 

By exercising some common sense and 
good judgment, you and your family can 
enjoy a cool and energy-efficient summer. 
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Operating statement — May 1993 

Account Description Last Year 
Year-to-date 
Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $2,575,017.29CR $2,955,799.27CR $480,006.57CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 1,790,211.36 1,844,453.87 301,044.00 
Transmission Expense -0- 823.40 150.00 
Distribution Expense — Operation 70,709.25 63,496.05 13,269.96 
Distribution Expense — Maintenance 117,813.44 141,917.43 47,856.16 
Consumer Accounts Expense 81,455.08 81,768.78 10,822.59 
Customer Service and 

Informational Expense 31,328.19 36,772.74 6,268.42 
Administrative & General Expense 255,627.04 259,422.75 48,300.97 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 2,347,144.36 2,428,655.02 427,712.10 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 111,649.14 118,886.78 24,096.50 
Tax Expense — Property 25,355.00 24,290.00 4,858.00 
Tax Expense — Other 25,003.84 25,705.70 4,149.99 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 71,046.70 68,779.29 13,904.93 
Interest Expense — Other 14,583.16 29,147.43 6,002.92 
Other Deductions -0- -0- -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 2,594,782.20 2,695,464.22 480,724.44 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 19,764.91 260.335.05CR 717.87 
Nonoperating Margins — Interest 52,908.71CR 57,111.96CR 11,233.21CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Other 2,095.90CR 11,359.28CR 4,208.80CR 
Other Capital Credits and 

Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 35,239.70CR 328,806.29CR 14,724.14CR 

Manager's report to the board — May 1993 
Statistics and Revenue Data May 1992 April 1993 May 1993 
Number Connected Consumers 4,888 4,934 4,927 
Average kwh Used 756.2 1,046.4 806.2 
Average Bill $90.59 $117.73 $96.15 
No. kwh Purchased 4,119,631 5,486,747 4,592,436 
No. kwh Sold and Used by 
Co-operative 3,696,252 5,162,804 3,972,326 
Line Loss Percent 10.3% 5.9% 13.5% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.07570 $0.06373 $0.06555 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.08437 $0.06773 $0.07579 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.12222 $0.11426 $0.12157 
Miles Energized 1,469 1,470 1,470 
Revenue Per Mile {$314.16} ($409.93) ($337.04) 
Total Expense Per Mile $320.35 $346.50 $327.02 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 
may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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just around the corner i 
When the nights get cooler and the days get 

shorter, you can always count on one thing to 
be right around the corner — Fall Festivals! 
Whether you visit festivals to seek caramel 
covered apples, browse craft booths or search 
through the flea markets, one thing remains 
true — you name it, they got it! 

Residents of east central Illinois have many 
opportunities to visit great weekend festivals 
without traveling too far from home. But be sure 
and mark your calendars for September 17 and 
18 when festivals happen in both Paris and 
Marshall. The Paris High School Homecoming and 
Paris Honeybee Festival and the Marshall Autumn 
Fest will both be held that weekend. 

The fact that these festivals are held the same 
weekend makes the weekend twice as enjoyable 
for area residents. While the festivals have a lot 
in common, each festival is unique so plan to 
attend both. 

The event held in Paris is a combination of the 
high school homecoming and a fall festival. For 
the shopper in you, visit the Arts & Crafts Galore 
on the courthouse lawn or the Flea Market held 
at the East Jasper Street Plaza. For the history 
buffs, enjoy the past in the present at the Edgar 
County Historical Society Museum Complex 
(404-414 N. Main Street). An Indian Village and 
Fur Trader's Camp, Civil War Re-enactments, and 
many displays and demonstrations will be held 
both days at the complex. If you get hungry, food 
vendors will offer everything from “elephant ears" 
to “corn dogs." And if you wish, visit either food 
tent sponsored by the Kiwanis Clubs of Paris. 
The Noon Club will host a Pancake Tent on the 

north side of the square while the Early Risers will 
sponsor “A Little Bit of Germany in Paris” on the 
south side of the square, featuring good German 
food, beverages and music. 

The Marshall Autumn Fest has something for 
everyone. Again, crafts, flea markets and a quilt 
show are a big draw to this festival. There is also 
plenty of food for your tastebuds’ delight. Besides 
the food vendors, a Fish and Chicken Dinner 
will be held on Friday night and a Pancake and 
Sausage breakfast will be held on Saturday. 
The Car Show and Swap Meet will be held on 
Sunday. 

At both festivals, entertainment will be provided 
for your enjoyment with something to suit 
everyone. Even more enjoyable — most entertain¬ 
ment is free! One event that really notes men¬ 
tioning is the “Salute to Elvis” presented by Bruce 
Borders. Borders, a mayor in Jasonville, Ind., is 
well-known for his Elvis impersonation show. 
Don’t miss Borders on Saturday night at the 
Marshall Autumn Fest. You might want to bring 
a lawn chair for this one. 

Whatever is your cup of tea, you definitely will 
be able to find it in Paris or Marshall the weekend 
of September 17 and 18. 

This article hardly scratches the surface when 
discussing the many fun things to do and see at 
the festivals. Watch the local newspapers for a 
schedule of festival events. If you need more 
information, contact the Paris Area Chamber of 
Commerce at 465-4179 or the 
Marshall Autumn Fest coordinators It 
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Edgar Propane Supply 
First year open house a success 

The area’s newest propane supplier, Edgar 
Propane Supply, a subsidiary of Edgar Electric 
Cooperative, recently celebrated its first year of 
operations with an Open House Celebration. 
Persons and businesses using Edgar Propane 
Supply attended the event. 

The Open House was held at the American 
Legion Pavilion in Paris and was very well at¬ 
tended. Because of that fact, the Open House will 
probably be held on an annual basis. Watch the 
newsletter next July or August for information 
regarding the event. 

Carrie Eveland, Mark Comer and Ken Miller of 

Edgar Propane Supply strive to provide excellent 
service and stable prices to their customers. And 
they also want to say a big “THANK YOU” for 
making the subsidiary such a success. 

Below is a list of all persons who won door prizes 
at E.P.S. Open House Celebration: 

Winner 
Scott Blair 
Jack Clark 
Harold Kintz 
Madison Baird 
George & Maxine Brinkley 
Ray Young 
Tony Grimes 
Russ Lewsader 
Cheryl Miller 
Zeddie Hammond 
Rick Mitchell 
Neil Porter 
Henry Walling 
Ray Farris 
Tina George 
Ernie Hamilton 
Ferrol Wright 
Tom Step 
Annabelle Vanesse 
Alisha Pride 
Eugene Tomlin 
John Zimmerman 
Dale Martin 
Lester & Betty Claypool 
Marivee Trogdon 
William Campbell 
Jeremy Welsh 
Pauline Beauchamp 
Tonia Manhart 
Mary Jane Rhodes 
Keith Trogdon 
Jim Neal 
Doug Wheeler 
Debbie Welsh 
Diana White 
Tom Henson 
Mr. & Mrs. John Kemper 
Letha Augustus 
Ray Aitken 
Don Gallington 
Brad Henson 
Joe Englum 
Leroy Brown 
Rita Goodman 
Jim McCulloch 
Larry Wooten 
Pat Winans 
Paul Colter 
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Prize Donated by: 
Hat Chemi-trol Tanks 
Shirt Rocket Supply 
Lottery tickets T.J. Phillips 66 
Extension cord Edgar Propane Supply 
Smoke alarm Edgar Propane Supply 
Hat Chemi-trol Tanks 
Hat Chemi-trol Tanks 
AM/FM clock radio Edgar Propane Supply 
Hat Chemi-trol Tanks 
Shirt Rocket Supply 
Extension cord Edgar Propane Supply 
Smoke alarm Edgar Propane Supply 
Lottery tickets Edgar Propane Supply 
Hat Chemi-trol Tanks 
Hat Warren Petroleum 
Fan Edgar Propane Supply 
Hat Chemi-trol Tanks 
Shirt Rocket Supply 
Extension cord Edgar Propane Supply 
Smoke alarm Edgar Propane Supply 
Lottery tickets T.J. Phillips 66 
Hat Chemi-trol Tanks 
Hat Chemi-trol Tanks 
AM/FM cassette clock radio American Welding 

Hat Chemi-trol Tanks 
Shirt Rocket Supply 
Extension cord Edgar Propane Supply 
Smoke alarm Edgar Propane Supply 

Lottery tickets Edgar Propane Supply 

Hat Chemi-trol Tanks 

Hat Warren Petroleum 

Dirt Devil Vacuum American Welding 
Hat Chemi-trol Tanks 

Shirt Rocket Supply 

Extension cord Edgar Propane Supply 

Smoke alarm Edgar Propane Supply 

Lottery tickets T.J. Phillips 66 

Hat Chemi-trol Tanks 
Hat Chemi-trol Tanks 

Ice cream freezer Edgar Propane Supply 

4 St. Louis baseball tickets Edgar Propane Supply 

Hat Chemi-trol Tanks 

Extension cord Edgar Propane Supply 

Smoke alarm Edgar Propane Supply 

$25 Suburban Propane 

Lottery tickets T.J. Phillips 66 

Hat Chemi-trol Tanks 

Hat Warren Petroleum 

1993 



Winner Prize Donated by: 

Paul Watson Cooler combo Edgar Propane Supply 
Norma Hammond $25 Chemi-trol Tanks 
Jerry Hart Extension cord Edgar Propane Supply 
Nikki Stewart Smoke alarm Edgar Propane Supply 
Angela Tate $25 Suburban Propane 
Mark Gilbert Lottery tickets T.J. Phillips 66 
Jake Payne Hat Chemi-trol Tanks 
Ed Sullivan Hat Warren Petroleum 
David Pride 250 gal. LP Edgar Propane Supply 
Ron Bailey Hat Chemi-trol Tanks 
Mary Barker Extension cord Edgar Propane Supply 
Doug Mace Smoke alarm Edgar Propane Supply 
Ralph L. Wright $25 Chemi-trol Tanks 
Randy Skinner Lottery tickets Edgar Propane Supply 
Greg Aronson Gas grill Edgar Propane Supply 

Harvest time is just around the comer. Not only 
are you extremely busy but so is your entire 
family. One way to improve efficiency on your 
farm and save yourself some footsteps is with a 
two-way mobile radio available at E.E.C. Ser¬ 
vices, a subsidiary of Edgar Electric Cooperative. 

These easy to use two-way portable radios 
provide your farm operation with a totally 

private means of communications unlike con¬ 
ventional type radios. The radios can also be 
purchased with an optional “telephone inter¬ 
connect” which ties the user to a commercial 
phone line. 

So if you want to learn more about these 
radios, contact Angela Griffin at 463-4145 or 
1-800-635-4145 during normal business hours. 

Be CAREFUL 
A close pass at your field's edge may net you a few more rows, 

but extended farm implements can also snag a power pole guy wire. 
The result is a harvest of hazard. During the busy planting season and 
the rush of harvest — at all times — use care around electric lines and 
equipment. Look out . . . and live. 

dm 

Office closing 

Our offices will be closed Monday, September 6, in observance of Labor Day. 
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Operating statement — June 1993 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $3,002,016.41CR $3,393,738.65CR $437,939.38CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 2,067,838.36 2,139,525.87 295,072.00 
Transmission Expense -0- 973.40 150.00 
Distribution Expense — Operation 82,350.71 79,778.38 16,282.33 
Distribution Expense — Maintenance 143,151.22 218,586.15 76,668.72 
Consumer Accounts Expense 
Customer Service and 

95,155.58 101,388.44 19,619.66 

Informational Expense 37,405.46 41,110.61 4,337.87 
Administrative & General Expense 300,887.99 320,646.00 61,223.25 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 2,726,789.32 2,902,008.85 473,353.83 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 134,221.83 143,048.30 24,161.52 
Tax Expense — Property 30,426.00 29,148.00 4,858.00 
Tax Expense — Other 29,000.53 31,012.64 5,306.94 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 85,133.34 82,347.81 13,568.52 
Interest Expense — Other 18,530.15 34,739.15 5,591.72 
Other Deductions -0- -0- -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 3,024,151.17 3,222,304.75 526,840.53 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 22,134.76 171,433.90CR 88,901.15 
Nonoperating Margins — Interest 63,263.34CR 68,134.93CR 11,022.97CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Other 
Other Capital Credits and 

2,493.87CR 16,045.78CR 4,686.50CR 

Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 43,622.45CR 255,614.61CR 73,191.68 

Manager's report to the board — June 1993 
Statistics and Revenue Data June 1992 May 1993 June 1993 

Number Connected Consumers 4,895 4,927 4,959 
Average kwh Used 710.1 806.2 721.2 
Average Bill $86.32 $96.15 $87.40 
No. kwh Purchased 3,955,402 4,592,436 4,337,798 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 3,475,737 3,972,326 3,576,612 
Line Loss Percent 12.1% 13.5% 17.5% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.07019 $0.06555 $0.06802 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.07988 $0.07579 $0.08250 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.12332 $0.12157 $0.12307 
Miles Energized 1,469 1,470 1,470 
Revenue Per Mile ($297.99) ($337.04) ($308.61) 
Total Expense Per Mile $292.29 $327.02 $358.40 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 
may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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B.S. — A new type of degree 

The B.S. game challenges players to make up words to achieve 
the degree. 

instruction booklet for the game. The cost of 
game also included a subscription to the campus 

Often parents dream of their children 
obtaining some sort of college degree. 
However, aspiring students may tread 
another four years of school. But in the 
age of microwaves, drive-up windows 
and remote controls, there is now a fast, 
and easy way to get your degree — a 
B. S. degree that is. 

The degree is earned by way of a wacky 
new game called “Balognabalogical 
Science.” The game allows players to 
earn an associate, bachelor, master or 
doctorate degree in none other than 
B.S. 

The object of the game is to move a 
game piece around the Balogney State 
University game board to obtain all four 
B. S. degrees. The game pieces resem¬ 
ble people you may have known in 
school — a yo-yo, a screwball, a crackpot 
and a ding-bat. The game is recom¬ 
mended for ages 11 to adult. 

The game was created by two Paris men, Paul 
Maynard and Kevin Marchant. Maynard, A.K.A. 
“Professor Dwayne W. Peabrain,” and Marchant, 
A. K.A. “Dean Sir Nixon Wilhelm Bugnutty,” said 
they will do just about anything to get people to 
buy their B. S. The two have been spotted in 
costume at local fairs and festivals promoting the 
game. 

The rules of the game are quite as original as 
the game itself. Each “student” at BSU rolls a die 
to collect vowels and consonants, thus creating 
new vocabulary words. It is easy to guess that 
these words are not necessarily found in Webster’s 
dictionary! Once a player’s opponents deem a 
nonsense word acceptable, the player moves his 
or her piece one space for every letter. 

As with other schooling, “report cards” are 
given out throughout the game. One wild-card 
report card states: “Your newest word sprained 
the Professor’s tongue — Give up two letters.” The 
B. S. U. vStudent Handbook contains photographs 
of the school’s faculty and also serves as the 

newsletter, “TALL TALES.” 
The game, which was created in March 1989, 

is completely handmade. “When Monopoly came 
out it was handmade,” said Maynard, “and today 
those original games that are unopened are worth 
thousands.” Both men spent a considerable 
amount of time actually producing the game. 
Making the handmade game pieces took 3,000 
hours alone. 

It is important to note that the game board was 
designed by Darrel Berry formerly of Paris. Darrel 
is the son of Allen and Patty Berry, of Paris. Patty 
is employed by Edgar Electric Co-operative. Darrel 
has remained a member of the cooperative family. 
He is employed at the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives in Springfield as a graphic artist. 

Christmas is just around the corner. If you 
need a gift for the person who has everything, 
maybe a B. S. game is just the right gift. To 
order the Balognabalogical Science game call 
1-800-79-GAMES. 
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Tips for a 
happy 

Halloween 

It’s October. Farmers harvest the crops. Fall is 
here and winter approaches with an unsteady 
pace. And on the last day of the month an eeriness 
lays across the land. It’s October 31! Halloween!! 

Halloween developed from ancient new year’s 
festivals and festivals of the dead. Customes from 
hundreds of years ago still play an important part 
of the holiday in the United States today. 

‘If your children are going to a Halloween party 
this year, they may bob for apples, a game that 
began in England. Stories of witches and ghosts 
still haunt young children as they try to out-scare 
their friends. Long ago, people of England and 
Ireland would carve beets, potatoes, and turnips 
to use as lanterns of Halloween. When the custom 
reached America, pumpkins began to be used. 
Today, we use jack-o’-lanterns for decorations. 

Ask any child what their favorite part of 
Halloween is and they will probably say trick-or- 
treating. Trick-or-treating is a fun experience for 
children but there are certain safety precautions 
one should take for a safe night. Children should 
wear light-colored clothing that motorists can 
easily see. Reflecting tape works great on cos¬ 
tumes. Costumes are best when made of a flame- 
resistant material. If your children are wearing 
masks, make sure the mask does not block their 
vision. Makeup can prevent this problem. Tell 
your children to visit only homes of people they 
know, or better yet, you should accompany them 
on their Halloween journey. It is important to 
trick-or-treat during your community’s restricted 
hours for your child’s protection. These guidelines 
will make your Halloween a safe one. 

Help for harvest time 
Harvest time is just around the comer. Not only 

are you extremely busy but so is your entire 
family. One way to improve efficiency on your 
farm and save yourself some footsteps is with a 
two-way mobile radio available at E.E.C. Ser¬ 
vices, a subsidiary of Edgar Electric Cooperative. 

These easy to use two-way portable radios 
provide your farm operation with a totally 

private means of communications unlike con¬ 
ventional type radios. The radios can also be 
purchased with an optional “telephone inter¬ 

connect” which ties the user to a commercial 
phone line. 

So if you want to learn more about these 
radios, contact Angela Griffin at 463-4145 or 
1-800-635-4145 during normal business hours. 
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October is Cooperative Month 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Association in Paris 

is one of 47,000 cooperatives throughout the 
United States that will participate in the annual 
Cooperative Month in October. This year’s theme 
is “Cooperatives — Part of Your Life, Part of Your 
Future.” 

About 120 million people in every state receive 
goods and services from cooperatives. Of that 
number, 25 million people receive services from 
member-owned electric cooperatives. There are 
approximately 1,000 electric cooperatives in the 
United States. Cooperatives exist foif various 
reasons including financial services, housing, 
insurance, day care, and news services. Some of 
the more well-known cooperatives provide goods 
and services such as farm marketing and farm 
supply. 

Edgar Electric Co-operative was incorporated in 
1938 and provides electric service to approxi¬ 
mately 5,000 members. The cooperative serves 
the counties of Edgar, Clark, Coles, Douglas 

and Vermilion. 
“An electric cooperative stands out as a different 

kind of electric utility because of the fact that it 
is locally owned and controlled,” said Tom Hentz, 
general manager of Edgar Electric. “Each member 
has a voice and a vote in the cooperative’s ac¬ 
tivities and can be elected to the co-op board as 
well,” Hentz added. “The cooperative way of con¬ 
ducting business is a true example of grassroots 
involvement and democracy in action,” Hentz 
explained. 

“Edgar Electric’s philosophy is based on what 
is good for the community is good for Edgar 
Electric,” Hentz stated. He explained that philoso¬ 
phy is the driving force of why Edgar Electric is 
involved in economic activities and subsidiary 
activities. “The theme for this year’s observance 
is the best Explanation anyone can give in de¬ 
scribing cooperatives,” Hentz added. 

“Cooperatives — Part of Your Life, Part of Your 
Future.” 

Illinois 
would be 
in the dark 
without us 

In 86 of the state’s 102 counties, electric 
cooperatives are faithfully serving more than 
600,000 citizens. They were formed years 
ago by people who united to improve their 
lives. Though the first mission was to bring 
electricity to remote areas, today the role of 
these not-for-profit utilities has expanded to 
improve the quality of life in many other 
ways. Now an established part of their 
communities, the electric cooperatives are 
working to attract and keep local businesses, 
to provide safe water supplies, to provide 
up-to-date TV and telecommunications, to 
support civic, social and youth activities. 
They are good neighbors, and they still have 
a lot of work to do. As long as there are 
people living in that three-fourths of Illinois, 
the electric cooperatives will be there to serve 
them. 
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Operating statement — July 1993 

Account Description Last Year 
Year-to-date 
Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $3,465,718.43CR $3,946,268.59CR $552,529.94CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 2,391,104.04 2,469,859.87 330,334.00 
Transmission Expense 1,166.84 1,123.40 150.00 
Distribution Expense — Operation 99,811.50 99,534.18 19,755.80 
Distribution Expense — Maintenance 184,791.63 276,676.65 58,090.50 
Consumer Accounts Expense 115,896.26 116,682.39 15,293.95 
Customer Service and 

Informational Expense 43,182.71 49,127.38 8,016.77 
Administrative & General Expense 353,374.09 371,154.43 50,508.43 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 3,189,327.07 3,384,158.30 482,149.45 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 156,864.65 167,301.51 24,253.21 
Tax Expense — Property 35,497.00 34,006.00 4,858.00 
Tax Expense — Other 34,266.63 33,182.53 2,169.89 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 99,506.98 95,959.04 13,611.23 
Interest Expense — Other 23,534.75 40,477.35 5,738.20 
Other Deductions -0- -0- -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 3,538,997.08 3,755,084.73 532,779.98 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 73,278.65 191,183.86CR 19,749.96CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Interest 75,577.50CR 79,022.09CR 10,887.16CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Other 3,082.69CR 20,399.54CR 4,353.76CR 
Other Capital Credits and 

Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 5,381.54CR 290,605.49CR 34,990.88CR 

Manager's report to 
Statistics and Revenue Data 

Number Connected Consumers 
Average kwh Used 
Average Bill 
No. kwh Purchased 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 
Line Loss Percent 
Cost Per kwh Purchased 
Cost Per kwh Delivered 
Member Cost Per kwh 
Miles Energized 
Revenue Per Mile 
Total Expense Per Mile 

the board -July 1993 
July 1992 June 1993 July 1993 

4,903 4,959 4,965 
763.1 721.2 970.8 

$92.11 $87.40 $110.50 
4,054,693 4,337,798 4,891,128 
3,741,348 3,576,612 4,819,872 

7.7% 17.5% 1.5% 
$0.07973 $0.06802 $0.06754 
$0.08640 $0.08250 $0.06854 
$0.12441 $0.12307 $0.11503 

1,469 1,470 1,471 
($324.44) ($308.61) ($385.98) 

$350.47 $358.40 $362.19 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 
may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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Current Hi-lights 
published by Edgar Electric Co-operative 
Paris, Illinois 

Telephone 463-4145 

Rural television viewers 
poised for giant leap 

E.E.C. Services to provide small-dish TV 

Do big things really come in small packages? If 
you are talking about the latest advancement in 
satellite technology, the answer is a resounding 
YES. 

“Imagine attaching a home satellite dish to your 
window sill or the corner of your deck ... a dish 
so small it virtually blends into the scenery,” 
says Bob Phillips, who heads the National Rural 
Telecommunications Cooperative (NRTC). Phillips 
isn't engaging in wishful thinking or offering a 
sci-fi view of the future. He is talking about direct 
broadcast satellite television (DBS-TV), a tech¬ 
nology already available in Europe and Japan but 
now ready for introduction in the United States. 

Phillips, whose non-profit group works to 
improve telecommunications services for rural 
consumers, says DBS-TV will be a dream come 
true for those who have longed for convenient, 
affordable crystal-clear television viewing. 
“There’s no need for a large dish, no need for a 
big cash outlay, no need to adjust and readjust 
the dish depending on the satellite transponder 
location, no need to put up with poor picture 
quality and no need to settle for a limited range 
of television viewing options,” says Phillips. “It all 
sounds to good to be true, but it’s real.” 

But what is it? 
According to Phillips, DBS-TV is the most 

advanced direct-to-home satellite technology ever 
developed. Using high-powered digital signals, a 
new generation of satellites is set to beam more 
than 150 channels of programming directly to an 
18-inch diameter home receiving dish. The dish, 
which has no moving parts and is installed in a 
fixed position, is connected to an in-home decoder 
box on the television set. The unit is similar in size 
to a VCR machine. 

Hughes Communications, the international 
satellite firm, will launch the nation’s first DBS 

A small receiver dish is used. 

satellite in late 1993 and begin transmission early 
the following year. Hughes will market the DBS 
service under the name “DirecTV.” “The 
remarkable thing about DBS is that is it works 
flawlessly no matter where you live in the con¬ 
tinental U.S.,” says Phillips. “People who have 
had to contend with a snowy television picture — 
or no picture at all — through their antennas will 
now be able to get picture-perfect reception.” 

NRTC is actively promoting DBS, says Phillips, 
because the new technology advances rural 
telecommunications services by giant leaps 
rather than baby steps. “Our member utilities are 
interested in improving the quality of life for all 
rural residents and DBS is a dramatic way to 
deliver on that commitment,” he adds. 

E.E.C. Services, Inc. — Communications Divi¬ 
sion will be offering DirecTV to area consumers 
in early 1994, when the service is scheduled to be 
initiated. E.E.C. Services will serve DBS cus- 
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tomers in Clark, Edgar and Coles counties while 
Vermilion and Douglas county residents will be 
served by Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative based 
in Paxton. 

The Hughes/NRTC programming package 
features a “Best of Cable” package with formats 
such as 24-hour national and international news, 
entertainment and the arts, children and young 
adult programming, music videos, movie classics, 
weather and home shopping as well as public 
affairs, sports and other special event telecasts. 
DBS also gives viewers the option to choose from 
a variety of subscription-only programs, including 
movies selected by viewers from a “video library”; 
sporting events such as professional boxing which 
may not be available over regular broadcast 
channels; and other limited-telecast programs 
such as live concerts. 

“DBS will ultimately deliver more than 150 
channels of entertainment programming and a 
number of other extras,” says Phillips. Those 
“extras” will likely include the ability to view high 

definition television (HDTV), a breakthrough for 
the U.S. viewing public. Also planned are graphic 
weather services, stock market and agricultural 
data services. Plus, the technology is so advanced 
that subscribers will eventually be able to receive 
personal messages through DBS and select 
teletexts of specific news and other information 
tailored to their individual needs. 

The projected retail cost for the 18-inch DBS 
dish ranges from $699 and $799 depending on 
which receiver the customer selects. The price of 
the small-dish system is much less than the 
cost of current large dish systems. Monthly ser¬ 
vice fees for DBS programming is expected to be 
comparable to monthly fees paid by cable 
subscribers. 

Phillips, who says television options for rural 
households have advanced only marginally since 
the 1960s, believes DBS offers an opportunity to 
fast-forward rural viewers into the 21st century. 
“Big things really do come in small packages,” he 
adds. 

For your winter heating needs call 
Edgar Propane Supply 

A subsidiary of Edgar Electric 

Phone: 465-5800 or 1-800-343-5800 
★ 24 hour emergency service ★ Competitive prices ★ Budget billing 
★ Drive-by fills or call-in delivery ★ Prompt and courteous service 

Office closings in November 
Thursday, November 11, in obser- Thursday, November 25, and Friday, 
vance of Veterans Day Remembrance November 26, in observance of 

Thanksgiving 

The cooperative: 
A cooperative is something special — a 

unique way of doing business. It’s an organiza¬ 
tion providing a service to its owners. Its 
owners are you. 

Your electric cooperative is people working 
together for people, not profit. That’s why your 
participation is so vital to the co-op’s con¬ 
tinuing success. It’s the leadership you elect 
— the board of directors — that guides the 
cooperation of the co-op and sets the kind of 

policy that puts people first. 
Cooperative is based on the principle of 

It's your business 
people working together, pooling their efforts. 
Many hands and many minds cooperate to 
provide a needed service — to improve the 
quality of life for our families, our community. 

Local ownership, local control, non-profit 
operation and cooperation as why we think it’s 

the best way to serve you. 
And, if you ever have any comments or 

questions about your electric cooperative, 
remember, it’s your business. All you have to 

do is call. We are here to serve you — the 
member! 
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F. Y.I. — 
Automated answering service 
improves outage reporting 

At Edgar Electric Cooperative, we strive to pro¬ 
vide our members with the best possible service. 
One area the cooperative really strives to improve 
quality of service is in regards to reporting power 
outages. 

A little over a year ago, Edgar Electric installed 
a telephone system that allows for automated 
answering functions. The automated service is 
used after hours and on weekends. 

The telephone system plays a recording to the 
caller with instructions on various options from 
which to choose. The caller has the choice to 
speak directly to an emergency service represen¬ 
tative. Or if the caller wishes to speed up the 
process, a recorded message may be left in the 
“voice mailbox.” Voicemail is similar to an 
answering machine. Messages in the voicemail are 
retrieved during the power outage to get as much 

information regarding the power outage as pos¬ 
sible. The more outage calls the line crews get, the 
quicker they can understand where the problem 
is located and how to repair the problem. 

It is important to note that when reporting 
power outages, members should have the proper 
account information before placing the call. This 
will speed up the process not only for you. but for 
all members affected by the power outage. A lot 
of time is wasted when members call in and tie 
up phone lines while looking for their account 
information. 

Edgar Electric strives to provide the best pos¬ 
sible service. We realize the inconvenience that a 
power outage may cause. The automated answer 
service is one way the cooperative can provide 
quality service when outages occur — as quickly 
as possible. 

When something comes up, we won't let you down. 
Wind, rain, summer or winter storms are just 

a few things that can cause damage and inter¬ 
rupt your electric service. 

Our professional and experienced crews are 
trained to put things back in order as fast as 
possible. 

As your locally owned electric cooperative, 
we take pride in serving our members. Our 

commitment to you and our community is 
to never let you down, no matter what. In 
fact, every member of the co-op staff — from 
linemen to receptionists and managers, full-time 
or part-time — is there to assist you. 

So when trouble pops up, so do we. It's all part 
of being a co-op. And we wouldn't have it any 
other way! 

Enjoy a beautiful show 
Most people would agree, autumn is a beautiful 

time of the year. Nature presents a beautiful color 
show as tress turn brilliant shades of yellow, 
orange and red. But have you ever wondered why 
leaves change their colors? 

Trees that lose their leaves every year are called 
deciduous trees. Deciduous trees lose their leaves 
at the end of each growing season. 

The color of the autumn leaves depends on 
several different things. The most important is the 

type of tree. Many maples will turn different 
shades of red. orange and yellow, while the 
ginkgo, also called the silver apricot tree, will turn 
only yellow. 

If you have a tree in your yard, especially a 
maple, you may notice that some years the tree 
is brightly colored and other years it may get a lit¬ 
tle color and then quickly turn brown. Why would 
the same tree look different year after year? 

The answer is because of the weather. 
Trees need plenty of rain throughout the sum¬ 

mer and into the fall to turn colors. The colors are 
a result of the substance in the leaves turning from 
chlorophyll, what makes the leaves green, to 
various kinds of sugars. Trees also need bright 
sunny days and cool nights to become colorful in 
the fall. If all of these ingredients are present, you 
can expect a beautiful, colorful feast for the eyes 
this autumn. 

So enjoy a ride in the country this fall and you 
will truly appreciate nature's show of colors. 
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Operating statement — August 1993 

Account Description Last Year 
Year-to-date 
Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $3,981,878.63CR $4,572,474.85CR $626,206.26CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 2,765,835.88 2,868,940.87 399,081.00 
Transmission Expense 1,177.88 1,273.40 150.00 
Distribution Expense — Operation 110,366.64 115,231.09 15,696.91 
Distribution Expense — Maintenance 212,298.55 322,138.55 45,461.90 
Consumer Accounts Expense 130,572.14 131,850.62 15,168.23 
Customer Service and 

Informational Expense 49,074.60 54,127.06 4,999.68 
Administrative & General Expense 395,000.18 417,055.49 45,901.06 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 3,664,325.87 3,910,617.08 526,458.78 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 179,582.93 191,608.93 24,307.42 
Tax Expense — Property 40,568.00 38,864.00 4,858.00 
Tax Expense — Other 37,957.52 37,626.94 4,444.41 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 113,772.68 109,937.30 13,978.26 
Interest Expense — Other 28,654.89 45,007.96 4,530.61 
Other Deductions -0- -0- -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 4,064,861.89 4,333,662.21 578,577.48 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 82,983.26 238,812.64CR 47,628.78CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Interest 86,384.61 CR 90,109.55CR 11,087.46CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Other 3,897.23CR 42,884.21CR 22,484.67CR 
Other Capital Credits and 

Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 7,298.58CR 371,806.40CR 81,200.91CR 

Manager's report to the board — August 1993 
Statistics and Revenue Data August 1992 July 1993 August 1993 

Number Connected Consumers 4,922 4,965 4,977 
Average kwh Used 889.1 970.8 1,123.4 
Average Bill $103.94 $110.50 $124.77 
No. kwh Purchased 5,028,573 4,891,128 6,350,226 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 4,376,299 4,819,872 5,591,034 
Line Loss Percent 13.0% 1.5% 12.0% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.07452 $0.06754 $0.06285 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.08563 $0.06854 $0.07138 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.11832 $0.11503 $0.11230 
Miles Energized 1,470 1,471 1,471 
Revenue Per Mile ($359.04) ($385.98) ($448.52) 

Total Expense Per Mile $357.73 $362.19 $393.32 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 

call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 

may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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Christmas 
in the 

Coun try 

The stars look down with quiet splendor 
On candles gleaming through the pines: 
The moon seems near in heaven’s luster. 
And how sublime its fullness shines! 
Tonight the rural people mingle. 
Unite their joys in glad refrain. 
As carols ring beyond the chapel 
With wondrous hope and peace again! 

Inez Franck 
"Ideals Magazine" 

The board of directors and employees 
of Edgar Electric Co-operative Association 

wish you a peaceful and 
joyous holiday season. 

The snowflakes ice the barnyard fences; 
Inside, the homebred hearth is warm; 
The holly gathered from the woodlands 
Is berry-red throughout the home. 
The kitchen smells of ham, and sausage. 
And bread that’s baked with loving care; 
The cedar bowed with satin ribbons 
Holds popcorn balls and angel hair. 

Holiday office closings 
Friday, December 24 Friday, December 31 
Monday, December 27 Monday, January 4 

Please have a safe and happy holiday season! 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/December 1993 12a 



Cooperative procedure change 
Monthly meter reading and cycle billing 

Will enable the Co-op to better serve members 
Edgar Electric Co-operative, in a move to reduce 

costs and improve service, will implement a new 
meter reading program beginning next year. 

The new program, which will begin June 1, 
1994, will replace the current policy that requires 
Edgar Electric members to report their own 
monthly meter readings. Much consideration on 
behalf of the cooperative board of directors and 
employees went into the decision to change the 
meter reading policy. 

With this decision, Edgar Electric will join a 
growing number of rural electric cooperatives that 
no longer ask residential members to read their 
own meters. The cooperative already reads most 
commercial meters. 

The decision to switch the meter reading policy, 
according to Edgar Electric general manager Tom 
Hentz, is based on several factors that include 
numerous requests from members. However, the 
main reason is that the program will reduce 
overall costs of operation. But Hentz prefers to 
emphasize the many other benefits this program 
will bring Edgar Electric and its members. 

When the policy changes, the cooperative will 
begin using cycle billing. Cycle billing will reduce 
the time difference between when the electricity 
is used and when it is billed. The cooperative’s 
current two-month billing lag makes it difficult for 
members to associate their usage habits and 
weather conditions to the amounts that they are 
billed. Cycle billing reduces cost by realigning 
employee work habits. “The billing department 
will have a more even work load, because we’ll be 
on a balanced cycle as opposed to a rush at the 
beginning and end of each month. It is way a 
providing better service to the members,’’ Hentz 
added. 

Monthly meter reading by cooperative person¬ 
nel will enable the cooperative to eliminate other 
procedures that have been a matter of concern. 
“By using meter readers, we should have fewer 
bill adjustments by providing more accurate 
readings throughout the system. Bill adjustments 
are a result of inaccurate or estimated readings. 
Adjustments will drop to a minimum,” Hentz 
stated. This increases efficiency at the cooperative 
and minimizes the inconveniences experienced by 
members whose bills must be adjusted. 

In addition, the billing department must es¬ 
timate bills when a member forgets to read the 
meter. An estimated bill is calculated on an 
average usage from the previous year. Obviously 
this procedure does not provide the member 
with a true reflection of their actual usage. This 

12b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/December 1993 

problem can be corrected with the cooperative 
reading the meter. 

The new procedure will provide members with 
a consistent number of days between each billing 
period. In the past for example, if a member forgot 
to read the meter on the first and waited until the 
10th of the month, the bill is based on more than 
30 days usage. Obviously, this increases the 
amount of the bill. It is vital that the meter is read 
on or about the same day of the month. 

Their are safety factors to consider regarding 
this new program. “Meter reading personnel will 
be in the field daily. They will help locate problems 
associated with the system before they become 
major,” Hentz added. Meter readers will routinely 
inspect cooperative facilities for safety hazards 
and damaged equipment. This will make the 
system more efficient — and safer. 

Other details, such as inaccessible meters, locked 
gates, and unfriendly dogs, will be noted on the 
initial field inspection of the service territory. 
These details are of primary concern. Please be 
assured that each situation will be considered and 
worked out with the members who are affected. 

Work on implementing the new meter reading 
program is now under way. Steps are being taken 
to make the transition as smooth as possible for 
our members. 

The change in the meter reading policy is a 
dramatic one since the 55-year-old cooperative 
has required members to read their own meters 
since the company’s inception. The change, Hentz 
said, will benefit members in many ways. “It will 
definitely be more convenient for our members 
because the task of going to the meter now falls 
on our shoulders.” 

The new meter reading program will provide 
members with better service while improving 
efficiency. If the cooperative can accomplish these 
goals and reduce our operating costs, then every¬ 
one benefits. 

When more details of the program become 
available, information will be presented in the 
cooperative’s monthly newsletter. Members will 
also receive a letter from the cooperative with 
exact date of the change and procedures that 
should be followed. 

But members should not hesitate to contact 
the office before the change with questions or 
comments. We ask for your patience and under¬ 
standing in advance. This is a large undertaking. 
There will, no doubt, be problems, but by working 
together we can overcome the problems for a bet¬ 
ter solution. 



One step closer to DBS 
Persons in Clark, Edgar and Coles counties will 

soon have the opportunity to receive a revolu¬ 
tionary new service that will dramatically change 
the way they watch television — forever. Direct 
broadcast satellite television (DBS-TV) is the 
newest in home satellite dishes that will deliver 
approximately 150 channels of quality entertain¬ 
ment, cable and specialty programming. 

E.E.C. Services, Inc., a subsidiary of Edgar 
Electric, is moving one step closer to DBS-TV. An 
early sign-up program for the DBS equipment is 
now being offered. Non-cabled residences in Edgar 
and Coles and all residences in Clark are eligible 
for the service. Equipment, which consists of an 
18-inch dish and receiving system, will become 
available in the spring of 1994. The costs of 
the system are approximately $699 and $799, 

depending on which receiver the customer chooses. 
No other satellite system on the market will 

have what DBS-TV will provide. Programs are 
transmitted by using powerful digital signals for 
the sharpest video and clearest audio quality. The 
dish is locked in a fixed position, ensuring consis¬ 
tent picture quality every day of the year. The 
fixed position of the dish reduces installation 
costs, and in some cases the customer may choose 
to install the dish himself. 

To receive more information on DBS-TV, per¬ 
sons living in Coles, Clark or Edgar counties 
should contact Angela Griffin at 463-4145 or 
1-800-635-4145. Persons living in Vermilion and 
Douglas counties will not be left out! Those per¬ 
sons should contact Dave Lithgow at Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative at 217-379-2131. 

Low income energy assistance 
The Low Income Energy Assistance Program 

(LIHEAP) is designed to assist eligible households 
pay for winter energy services. LIHEAP will pro¬ 
vide a one-time benefit to eligible households to 
be used for energy bills. The amount of the pay¬ 
ment is determined by household size, fuel type 
and income. 

What do you have to do? Contact the local 
agency that serves your area. The agency that 
serves east-central Illinois is the Embarrass River 
Basin Agency (ERBA). Anyone interested in 
applying for assistance should contact ERBA at 
465-4911 in Edgar County or 826-5663 in Clark 
County. 

Applications for assistance are accepted on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. When you apply 
for assistance you need the following: (1) Proof of 
gross income from all household members for the 
30-day period prior to application date; (2) A copy 
of your current heat and electric bills; (3) Proof 
of Social Security numbers for all household 

members; (4) If a member of your household 
received AFCD, you must bring their “Medical 
Eligibility Card” (5) If you rent your home, proof 
of your rental agreement, which must state your 
monthly rent amount. 

The agency will determine if you are eligible for 
assistance. If you are eligible, ERBA will make the 
appropriate payments to your energy provider(s) 
on your behalf or, in some cases, directly to you. 

Below are the income eligibility guidelines for 
the LIHEAP program. 

Income eligibility: 
30-days period to application 

Family size 30-day income 
$ 726 

982 
1,238 
1,494 
1,750 
2,006 

Edgar Electric 
Annual Meeting 
Plan to Attend 
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Manager's report to the board - - September 1993 
Statistics and Revenue Data September 1992 August 1993 September 1993 

Number Connected Consumers 4,914 4,977 4,983 

Average kwh Used 957.1 1,123.4 1,164.0 
Average Bill $102.60 $124.77 $127.41 

No. kwh Purchased 4,521,415 6,350,226 5,981,621 

No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 4,703,249 5,591,034 5,800,437 

Line Loss Percent -4.0% 12.0% 3.0% 

Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.07852 $0.06285 $0.06305 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.07548 $0.07138 $0.06502 

Member Cost Per kwh $0.10881 $0.11230 $0.11112 

Miles Energized 1,470 1,471 1,471 

Revenue Per Mile ($355.65) ($448.52) ($448.39) 

Total Expense Per Mile $338.82 $393.32 $383.20 

Operating statement — September 1993 
Year-to-date 

[: Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 

^ Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $4,492,064.30CR $5,215,558.86CR $643,084.01 CR 

Cost of Purchased Power 3,120,844.72 3,246,110.87 377,170.00 

J Transmission Expense 1,177.88 1,423.40 150.00 

f Distribution Expense — Operation 127,777.04 128,512.41 13,281.32 

Distribution Expense — Maintenance 228,602.41 360,562.57 38,424.02 

IT Consumer Accounts Expense 141,788.37 142,889.08 11,038.46 

f Customer Service and 
Informational Expense 55,290.91 60,746.20 6,619.14 

Administrative & General Expense 436,436.38 480,210.76 63,155.27 

Operation & Maintenance Expense 4,111,917.71 4,420,455.29 509,838.21 

r Depreciation & Amortization Expense 202,337.24 216,139.42 24,530.49 

i" Tax Expense — Property 45,639.00 43,722.00 4,858.00 

| Tax Expense — Other 41,451.63 41,529.12 3,902.18 

Interest on Long-Term Debt 127,697.10 123,372.16 13,434.86 

^ Interest Expense — Other 33,884.58 52,133.19 7,125.23 

T Other Deductions -0- -0- -0- 

T Cost of Electric Service 4,562,927.26 4,897,351.18 563,688.97 

Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 70,862.96 318,207.68CR 79,395.04CR 

Nonoperating Margins — Interest 97,396.42CR 101,502.47CR 11,392.92CR 

Nonoperating Margins — Other 5,507.93CR 47,987.00CR 5,102.79CR 

I Other Capital Credits and 
Patronage Dividends -0- 2,912.28CR 2,912.28CR 

i Patronage Capital or Margins 32,041.39CR 470,609.43CR 98,803.03CR 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 
may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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