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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

“Economic development,” a phrase 
seldom used 20 years ago, has, in the last 
few years, been thrust into prominence. 
“Economic development” has become 
the subject of numerous community 
meetings, not only in our area, but 
across the nation. Economic develop¬ 
ment has been born out of the necessity 
to attempt to retain what little industrial 
base the nation has left and hopefully 
to attract new manufacturing and ser¬ 
vice industries. 

Ideally, the industries atttracted 
should be either totally new industries 
—those that have never existed before, 
or industries attracted from other coun¬ 
tries. Community enticement measures 
such as tax relief, free construction sites 
and so forth are justifiable to attract 
industries which, in turn, offer long¬ 
term benefits to the community. 
Unfortunately there have been some 
situations in which businesses have 
only offered short-term benefits, jump¬ 
ing from community to community 
and state to state, taking what con¬ 
cessions are offered and then relocating 
after a few years. Another economic 

development “point to ponder” is 
the value of state and/or community 
concessions to foreign-owned industries 
that compete directly with domestic 
counterparts. 

Nevertheless, economic development 
is a valuable concept which must be 
implemented if the nation is to prosper. 
A recently released report by the Coun¬ 
cil on Competitiveness revealed that the 
U.S. standard of living declined in 1990 
for the first time in eight years. The 
report also noted that, during the past 
18 years, the United States’ standard of 
living has grown slower than Japan’s, 
Germany’s, Canada’s, Italy’s, Great 
Britain’s and France’s. 

As a matter of fact, the U.S. has the 
slowest growth rate of any of the seven 
nations compared. Defining standard of 
living as the per capita gross domestic 
product, Japan’s standard rose almost 
80 percent in the period 1972 through 
1990, Italy’s rose 64 percent for the 
same period, Canada’s rose 55 percent, 
Germany’s rose 48 percent, and the 
United States’ rose S3 percent. 

It took community effort to build this 
great nation and community effort can 
revive our faltering economy. If your 
community is presently involved in 
economic development or considering 
it, please give us a call. Southeastern has 

a full-time economic development 
representative who is available for 
assistance and advice, regardless of 
where you purchase your electrical 
energy. 
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The old substation at Rosiclare has 
been replaced, and the trans¬ 
formers from it are being used in a 
temporary sub at the new Kerr- 
McGee mine near Raleigh. Here, a 
crane lifts the transformer out of 
old facility. 

A helicopter enables us to inspect lines in rough country speedily and 
efficiently, and from a perspective we couldn't otherwise get. Here, the 
chopper comes in to land. 

System m 
It’s nothing new to long-time 

members that we’re a little obsessed 
with maintenance and upgrading, 
and we’re still at it. While it’s not as 
exciting a topic as some, the truth 
is that if you have a big system of 
poles and lines strung out over 
more than 3,000 miles of rough 

Each mark on the map means something. This section deals with the country, you have to take good care 
area near the Shetlerville Substation. of it. We’re doing our best. 
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Jimmy Scott, left, flies the helicopter. Robin Holloway, right, does a lot 
of the map work. He notes that while it's interesting work, it does have 
its ups and downs. 

ie transformers, outgrown by the Rosiclare load, will do nicely as a temporary 
|the new mine. Here, the last unit is put into place. 

ntenance continues 
Every year, we engage the services 

of Helicopters, Inc., a Louisville, 
Kentucky-based firm, and their 
pilot flies our inspectors over lines 
that would be incredibly difficult 
to get to any other way — except 
perhaps on foot. “But that’s 
not cheap either,” notes Robin 
Holloway, east district supervisor. 
“By the time you have a man drive 

out as close as he can get to a loca¬ 
tion, and then walk to it, you’ll have 
a lot of time and vehicle expense 
involved, and you can’t inspect for 
cracked insulator tops or poletop 
rot, either.” 

So, the ‘copter puts our inspec¬ 
tors above the poles, so they can see 
them from a perspective they’d miss 
from the ground. While it’s fairly 

ILLINOIS 

expensive to fly a chopper, the truth 
is that they can permit a good 
inspection — especially in rough 
country — for far less than trying to 
do it any other way. 

In many ways, helicopter inspec¬ 
tions are easier than other methods, 
but it has its “ups and downs,” too. 
Holloway did a lot of the inspection 
this year, and admits that he enjoys 
the job — on a good day. “It’s 
interesting,” he says, “and it’s a 
change of pace. It also allows us to 
get a look at the system from an 
angle we don’t get so see it from 
very often. But it’s not always fun.” 

Naturally, he has a system map 
book on his lap, and he marks it 
with any problems he sees, so they 
can be corrected. But that causes 
problems. “It’s really an experience 
to sit there in a helicopter that’s 
going up and down, and maybe 
being blown around a little, too. 
Since you’re there to mark the map, 
you have to keep your eyes focused 
on it. Since you’re there to inspect 
the system, you have to keep 
focused on the hardware going 
by, too. That can be a problem 
sometimes.” 

Holloway notes with a laugh 
that he spent a particularly rough 
morning “making the rounds” not 
too long ago, in rough country and 
windy conditions. “We stopped at 
a litde cafe for lunch,” he says, “and 
I remember having a Seven-Up and 
salad crackers. And I ate them very 
carefully.” 

At any rate, SEIEC and Southern 
Illinois Power Co-operative usually 
engage the helicopter and a pilot 
for a couple of weeks in the fall, and 
share the expenses, to keep the costs 
down a little. Then, we have him fly 
us over our distribution lines for a 
week, and the power co-op inspects 
their transmission system on the 
other week. It works out well for 
both of us. Incidentally, SIPC 
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inspects its lines twice a year, so 
sometimes when you see the chop¬ 
per flying over power lines, we’re 
not necessarily involved. 

While all that was going on, we 
were busy with other work, too. As 

Clarification 
In our November feature about 

long-time former residents re¬ 
turning home, we mentioned Bob 
Butterworth, and his Navy service. 
In talking to Bob about his ex¬ 
periences, we erroneously arrived at 
the conclusion that Bob was a Navy 
“Seal,” or a member of an elite 

many of you probably know, Kerr- 
McGee is building another mine 
near Galatia, and SEIEC will pro¬ 
vide electricity to the new facility. 
We’re building a two-mile extension 
off an existing 69,000-volt line to 

special operations group. Such is 
not the case, Bob emphasizes. He 
adds that while his unit occasionally 
cross-trained with the Seals, he was 
never a member of the group. 
“They’re the greatest,” he says, “and 
I have nothing but respect for them. 
But I was never a member.” We 
regret the error. 

serve the mine. 
Eventually, Kerr-McGee will build 

its own substation for the facility, 
but we’re building a temporary 
substation at the mine for the time 
being. Some time ago, we built a 
new sub at Rosiclare, to replace the 
one that was built in the late 1950s. 
While the sub had been outgrown, 
the transformers in it were still 
usable, so we decided to move them 
to the new mine site, where they’ll 
do nicely — and economically. 

The photos on these pages show 
some of the activities involved in 
helicopter patrolling and trans¬ 
former relocation. 

Welcome new members 

Welcome to all 
November 1991! 

new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family in 

Alan Newman Jeffrey E. Lund Billie Jo Toler Linda Sue Johnson Carol Hall 
William J. Young Dennis J. McDaniels Jeff Wiggs Mark Lappin Joyce Harner 
Allen D. Adams Cathy McIntosh Maurice W. Wilhoit Joani L. Motsinger Daniel W. Johnson 
Hiram Dunn Patrick G. Mascal Ellen Lambert Oren Peoples Richard L. Johnson Sr. 
Carlos Baker Shane Mullen Jason T. Logsdon Deborah A. Perkins Joyce H. Jones 
Dianne S. Bell Wanda Mundt Palmer T. Richardson Gina G. Rone Hargis Todd Levault 
Michael D. Blades Harry G. Nappier Angela Robinson Sherry L. Russell Anthony D. Miles 
William J. Bradley William G. O'Leary Michael W. Troop Jeffrey Stone Sylvia Overholser 
Becky Casey Pamela K. Pease Scott White Robert J. Zbonski James B. Porter 
Judith Courter Bonnie N. Pennell Donald Little William L. Bailey David V. Robinson 
James Czerwinski Allan Reach New Adventure Oil Inc. Elizabeth A. Clark Donald L. Spooner 
Katherine Demuth Lyren Ann Rix Mae Louise Labotte Tammy L. Diefenbach Robert Walters 
Charlette Hilton Dave Schoenecke Bob McIntosh Robin R. Dorris Angie R. Wolfe 
Mike Hise Fred Sieveking Robert W. Frailey Kevin Adams Gary Maze 
Bill! Jo Hutchison Sharon Stanley Tonya Garrett Michael Lee Duke 
Connie Kubitz Loren M. Stoltz Golconda Rural Health Linda L. Emery 
Eric Lang Craig A. Thompson Gary L. Gray Donna Foshee 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 

entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 

in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the "OFF" position, 

check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 

If the wiring appears all right, retrip the breaker to the "ON" 

position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 

to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 

phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 

- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 

the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 

and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611, or 800-833-2611. 

These numbers are monitored around the clock to accept your 

emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 

location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 

information requested. 

12d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/January 1992 



CO 

THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Another year has passed, and we at 
Southeastern would once again like to 
express our gratitude to all of those 
members who, over the course of 1991, 
contributed to the progress of their 
Cooperative by: 

Paying their bills promptly 
Providing right-of-way 
Allowing interfering trees to be cut or 

trimmed 
Pulling out stuck Cooperative vehi¬ 

cles and numerous other actions which 
benefitted the entire membership. 

Cooperative philosophy is not unlike 
the principles upon which our nation 
is founded. As a matter of fact, one 
might substitute “We the Members” in 
lieu of the Constitutional phrase “We 
the People” and the end result would be 
a pretty good description of a coopera¬ 
tive. All members benefit from positive 
activities such as those mentioned 
above; conversely it is detrimental to the 
entire membership when some mem¬ 
bers elect not to pay their bills on time 
or take other actions which increase the 
operating costs of the Cooperative. 

Benjamin Franklin recognized these 
principles when he and his neighbors 
established the first American coopera¬ 
tive, The Philadelphia Contributorship 
for the Insurance of Houses From Loss 

by Fire, an organization created in 1752, 
which is still providing service. 

There are numerous cooperatives 
operating in the United States today. 
There are telephone cooperatives, farm 
marketing and supply cooperatives, 
food cooperatives, credit cooperatives, 
insurance cooperatives, and many 
others. All are different, and yet all have 
two things in common. First, they are 
non-profit and secondly, they provide 
a necessary service, a service which in 
many instances would not be available 
had it not been for those pioneers who 
joined together collectively to promote 
their “general Welfare.” Sounds familiar 
doesn’t it? 

Best wishes to each of you in ninety- 
two, and as always, “We’ll keep the lights 
on for you.” 
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Kevin Davis, right, general manager of the Rend Lake Conservancy District, points 
out a planned expansion to Ray Harbison, SEIEC manager of member services 
and industrial development. The district never forgets that the delivery of water 
is its main function. This plant (inset) is part of that effort. 

Davis replaces Foster at RLCD, 
goals to remain the same 

Larry Foster, long time manager 
of the Rend Lake Conservancy 
District (RLCD), has retired. Kevin 
Davis, an employee of the district 
since 1977, has been chosen to 
replace him. 

Davis notes that things are not 
going to change a great deal under 
his management. “We’ll keep all the 
good, and try to make it better,” he 
says. 

One of the good things that will 
be kept and, hopefully, improved 
on, is the district’s economic 
development efforts. 

People who made a living in 
those industries, and who spent 
money in area communities, aren’t 
spending like they used to — if at all. 
Lots of young people who’ve grown 
up here have had to leave to find 
work. 

But it’s not all gloom and despair. 
The district, along with many other 
area entities, hopes to do something 
about that problem. Long a factor 
in Southern Illinois recreational 
and water supply activities, RLCD 
has been improving the quality of 

life in the area for years, Davis 
notes, and it is now deeply into 
industrial development. “The legis¬ 
lature passed a law in 1983 giving 
us legal authority to get into indus¬ 
trial development,” he adds, “and 
recent legislation also allows us to 
lease land for a period of 99 years. 
We have several good tracts of land 
with rail and highway access, and all 
utilities, ready to go. 

“There are many good reasons 
for a company to locate in our area, 
“Davis says, “although many people 
tend to think of Southern Illinois as 
a backwater. Actually, that’s far 
from the case. I’m going to do my 
best to make sure anybody who 
needs an office location or dis¬ 
tribution facility or plant site — or 
who has a tourism idea — knows 
about our advantages.” 

One of those advantages, he 
stresses, is that this part of the state 
is crisscrossed by interstate high¬ 
ways, half a dozen major rail lines, 
and has its share of airports, too. It 
is also located between two of the 
most heavily traveled rivers in the 
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Mazie Hamilton, seated, and 
Elizabeth Files are an important 
part of the work force. 

U. S., and has a trained labor force. 
The district has done much to 

boost the area’s development, sim¬ 
ply by providing a good water sup¬ 
ply to some 60 communities in a 
seven-county area, but there’s more. 
In addition to “carrying water” for 
some 250,000 or so people, RLCD 
has taken several big steps in 
opening the area for recreational 



use. 
“We have an 18-hole tournament 

golf course,” Davis says, “and we’re 
in the process of adding nine more 
holes. The course was designed by 
Lawrence Packard as a 27-hole 
course, years ago, and we only built 
18, because the projected player 
demand just wasn’t there. Things 
have changed dramatically now. 
We’ve been promoting our area, 
and the course, heavily, and it’s 
filled to capacity. 

“We’ve done a lot of work to 
make the course better, and the 
golfing press has noticed. Golf 
Scene Magazine rated our course as 
the number one course in the area, 
and we get a lot of players from 
St. Louis now. 

“We’ve just let bids for the con¬ 
struction. We expect to spend the 
rest of the year building, and we’ll 
be playing on the third nine holes 
in 1993,” he adds. 

While it was expectable that the 
course would reach its capacity, 
something unexpected has hap¬ 
pened, too. Greens fees have been 
reduced by $2, for residents of 
Jefferson and Franklin Counties. 

While there are those who would 
disagree, there’s more to life than 
golf, and the district is into other 
activities, too. 

As concerns for the quality of the 
state’s groundwater supply deepen, 
the district’s original purpose, pro¬ 
viding abundant quality water at 
affordable prices, becomes even 
more important. That is not being 
neglected. The district has built 
several new storage tanks, and has 
added miles of line, too. It has also 
built some “loops” that enable it to 
supply water from different direc¬ 
tions. If there’s a failure in one part 
of the system, customers can be sup¬ 
plied from another direction. The 
size of the district makes it possible 
to take advantage of the economies 
of scale, Davis says, so rates are the 
lowest in the state. 

“We have more tourism efforts in 
the works,” Davis says, “and we’re 
cooperating with everyone we can 

to boost tourism and recreation in 
the Rend Lake area. We want peo¬ 
ple to think ‘Rend Lake’ when they 
think recreation. We’re working on 

Forest fire protection changes 
For many years the Illinois Department of Conservation and the 

Shawnee National Forest — under a cooperative agreement and with 
the assistance of local fire departments — protected much of the 
private land in the 11 southernmost counties of Illinois from forest 
fires. 

That changed on October 1. Since then, local fire departments, 
along with the Conservation Department, have been handling the 
chore. Rodney K. Sallee, Forest Supervisor for the Shawnee National 
Forest, emphasized that his agency will continue cooperating with 
the Department of Conservation and the rural fire departments to 
provide fire protection. 

“Shawnee National Forest personnel will continue to fight fires 
on National Forest land,” Sallee Said. “The rural fire protection 
districts, local fire departments and the Department of Conservation 
will handle all fires on private, rural lands, and we will provide back¬ 
up assistance as required.” 

Sallee notes that anyone who detects an uncontrolled or unat¬ 
tended fire on private land should report it to the fire protection 
district or the Department of Conservation. Fires on Shawnee 
National Forest lands should be reported to the Shawnee National 
Forest. Telephone numbers for reporting or questions about pro¬ 
tection boundaries are: For Department of Conservation district 
foresters: Ozark Project (Gallatin, Hardin, Massac, Pope and Saline 
Counties), 949-3729, Kinkaid Project (Jackson and Williamson 
Counties), 687-2622. 

For the Shawnee National Forest: forest supervisor’s office, 
253-7114. Elizabethtown Ranger District, 287-2201, Vienna ranger 
district, 658-2111. 

Phone numbers for participating fire departments and fire pro¬ 
tection districts in SEIEC’s service area are listed below. 

Gallatin County: 
Equality Fire Dept. 276-4242 
Shawneetown Fire Dept. 252-3131 

Hardin County: 
Cave-in-Rock Fire Dept. 289-3220 
Elizabethtown Fire Dept. 287-2011 

Johnson County: 
New Burnside Fire Dept. 252-7813 
Lake of Egypt Fire Dept. 993-2011 
Vienna Fire Dept. 658-2341 
Cypress Volunteer Fire Dept. 657-2551 
Belknap Volunteer Fire Dept. 634-9300 

Saline County: 
Carrier Mills Fire Dept. 252-3421 
Equality Fire Dept. 276-4242 
Stonefort Fire Dept. 777-2920 

Williamson County: 
Lake of Egypt Fire Protection District 993-2011 
Stonefort Fire Dept. 777-2920 
Williamson County Fire Protection District 997-6541 

Maps showing detailed boundaries of each protection district may 
be seen at the offices of the fire protection districts, the fire depart¬ 
ments, the Illinois Department of Conservation, or the Shawnee 
National Forest. 
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highway signage over on Interstate 
170 to promote Rend Lake as a 
recreation destination.” 

“We have a restaurant here,” he 
says, “and a banquet room, tennis 
courts, the Manor Executive Apart¬ 
ments right near the golf course, 
and there’s a 10-station trap 
shooting range with a clubhouse 
and catering facilities, too. We’re 
working to improve the trap range,” 
he continues, “because there are 
getting to be fewer and fewer of 
them, and people will drive a 
long way to use them. We hope to 
attract more trapshooters and trap 

shooting events.” 
Davis notes that the district 

was one of the organizations that 
pushed heavily for the prison in the 
area, and worked hard to get the 
Southern Illinois Artisans’ shop 
built nearby, too. 

“We’re working aggressively to 
get a resort,” Davis says, “and we’re 
hoping for a resort complex on a 
140-acre site near the golf course. 
We’re looking at a convention 
center/hotel, marina, theme park, 
service station, a retirement village, 
condominiums and executive cot¬ 
tages, among other things.” 

Davis, a 15-year veteran of the 
district, is well-suited to “take over 
the reins.” He grew up in Mt. 
Vernon, attended schools there, and 
attended Rend Lake College and 
Southern Illinois University- 
Carbondale, where he got a bache¬ 
lor’s degree in accounting. He went 
on to get a master’s degree in 
business administration from SIU- 
Edwardsville. His wife, Jane, teaches 
kindergarten in Ina. They have two 
children. Daughter Amanda is 15, 
and son Nathaniel is 5. The family 
lives in the country near Mt. 
Vernon. 

Welcome new members 
Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family in December 

1991! 
Fred Bain 
David E. Baldwin 
Glenda S. Barnes 
Mrs. Dorothy Brown 
Jarrett Broy 
Rudy P. Bunevac Jr. 
Mike Burnett 
Robert E. Carlson 
Eric A. Conner 
Nina Crisenberry 
Tim Ford 
Bobby L. Gillespie 
Dallas Dean Hale 
Charles D. Hausser 
Joe Jackson 
Ruth Ann Kunce 
Cecil E. Labotte 
Judith R. McCormick 
Dennis D. Monarch 
Corey Perry 
Madeline Ramsey 
Paul A. Rivich 
Barbara S. Roach 
Tabitha Russell 

Chad Threlkeld 
Terri Walters 
Mike Wayland 
John R. Williams 
Rick Avery 
Jay W. Bussler 
Tom Haag 
Arthur Charles Martin 
James L. Anderson 
Pamela Barton 
Richard Beckett 
Frankie Campbell 
Michele D. Davis 
Leroy Dupes 
Jack W. Forbes Sr. 
Rita F. Foster 
Alexander M. Grom 
Dorothy L. Jackson 
Renee L. Johnson 
Douglas A. Murrell 
John B. Price 
John Robey 
Joe Serpico 
Cheryl Taylor 

Roma B. Tyler 
Jeff Vandermier 
Vera Visk 
John H. Hammon 
Earl Hampton 
Ronald Nash 
William H. Taylor 
Michael 0. Milligan 
Bobbie Jean Martin 
Gary A. Jones 
John L. Wells 
Bradley Walker 
Tom Johnson 
Wallace Howard 
Chris Hines 
Rick Gwin 
Joann Bollinger 
Russell Drone 
Jim Milleville 
Roy G. Ford Jr. 
Eugene Dodd 
Kendall Marvel 
Thomas L. Caldwell 
Randy Williams 

Kevin Travelstead 
Ernest E. May 
Garland D. Schnake 
Karen Smith 
Roy Walker Comm, Inc. 
Mary A. Anderson 
Lloyd Baggett 
Richard A. Belcher 
William D. Clevenger 
James L. Dawe 
Michael T. Day 
Elizabeth P. Fisher 
Shannon L. Fisher 
Chris E. Follmer 
Robert J. Foster 
Ronda Renee Fox 
Sherry Hampton 
Lindell Horn 
Karen Imhoff 
George Krahulec 
Tammy Leathers 
Carmen Limas 
Winnie M. Little 
Cheryl Lowery 

Willis J. Milam 
Edward E. Miller 
Donovan K. Nalley 
Todd Peeples 
Renea Perry 
Jesse W. Childers 
Roy S. Riddle 
Debra Robasse 
Pamela Schellhardt 
William E. Schneider 
Gilbert Smothers Jr. 
Mark P. Snow 
Scott Sprague 
Marvin M. Vandyke 
Nancy Wilkins 
Marc Lamczyk 
Brian K. Marz 
Diana Milligan 
Edward F. Owen Jr. 
Jeff K. Wilson 
Jeff L. Wilson 

If your power goes 
these suggestions: 

off. we offer 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in 
your service entrance panels. If you have 
breakers, make sure they are in the “ON” 
position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the 
main breaker just beneath the meter. If 
the breaker is between the “OFF” and “ON” 
position, check all wiring from the meter 
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, re-trip the breaker to the 

“ON” position. 
3. If you still do not have power, check 

with your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 1-800-833-2611, 24 
hours a day. Please give the party answering, 
your name, phone number and location 
number as listed on your billing envelope and 
other information requested. 

Call toll-free 1 -(800)-833-2611 
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™E SOOTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Occasionally there are individuals 
who refer to Southeastern and other 
electric cooperatives as government 
agencies. Nothing could be farther from 
the truth. 

Your Cooperative, and all other 
not-for-profit cooperatives, are owned 
entirely by those individuals who use 
the services provided. These owner/ 
users are more commonly known as 
“members.” Both the State of Illinois 
and the United States of America are 
members of Southeastern, but ironical¬ 
ly neither has a greater vote or influence 
than any other individual member. 

Southeastern presently has two 
bankers who hold mortgages on its 
property. One of these bankers, the 
Rural Electrification Administration, is 
a federal agency; the other banker, the 
National Rural Utilities Cooperative 
Finance Corporation, is an independent 
organization. Both stipulate, in their 
loan agreements to Southeastern, that 
certain criteria must be met and each 
provides numerous guidelines for com¬ 
plying with the stipulated criteria, but 
neither is active in the day-to-day opera¬ 
tions of your Cooperative. 

Those activities are delegated to the 
management of Southeastern by your 
trustees; trustees who are also owners/ 
users of the system, and who live in the 

districts of the members they represent. 
This arrangement results in an or¬ 
ganization that is capable of responding 
to diverse user needs with much more 
flexibility than investor-owned utilities, 
which have board members and officers 
that often reside out of state. 

In essence, your Cooperative is a 
locally owned, locally controlled or¬ 
ganization that has existed since 1938, 
not to create profits for out-of-state 
shareholders, but to fulfill the needs of 
its membership. 

At age 54, we are not as old as the 
oldest American cooperative, which will 
celebrate 240 years of business in 1992, 
but we are looking forward to our 
second 50 years of serving you, the 
owners and users of Southeastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/March 1992 12a 



; ? -i. 

Little 
Creek 

RCHERY 
RANGE 

■MA 

3D TARGETS I.B.0 

Sue Jackson owns the range, which she built to keep her archer husband, Leonard, home. She notes that 
she's had limited success at that. As a non-archer, she plans to get into the sport herself soon. Her son-in- 
law, Jerry Stacey, is pictured with her. 

Hunters hone skills 
at archery range 

A deer target, barely visible in the woods, adds realism 
to the course. The three stakes are for men, women 
and children competitors. 
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Boaz lines up on a target. He emphasizes that a good 
bow is a must for successful shooting, whether for 
hunting or targets. 



AKCHI 

Levi Boaz, foreground, and Jeana Hill prepare to shoot Jason Stacey removes arrows from a Moose target, 
a target. Mrs. Jackson notes that many women and The targets are placed at random distances, since 
children are getting into archery. judging range is an important skill. 

What started out as an attempt to 
keep a husband at home has turned 
into a thriving Southern Illinois 
business, and has enabled many 
Eddyville-area hunters to put 
venison in their freezers with a lit¬ 
tle more certainty, too. 

“My husband, Leonard, is a really 
avid bowhunter and is deeply into 
tournament archery, too,” says Sue 
Jackson, “and I decided to build a 
place to have practice shoots and 
tournaments to keep him home.” 

With that in mind, she set up a 
clubhouse, an archery target range 
and a “walk through” shooting 
range that offers shots at many of 
the kinds of animals that might be 
found in the woods around her 
place, which is about two miles 
north of Eddyville. 

She notes that some of the 
animals that populate her range are 
not likely to be found in the adja¬ 
cent woods, but that hunters who 
hope to improve their skills against 
moose, buffalo and bear have an 
opportunity to do that at Little 
Creek Archery Range. 

“It’s built around a 36-acre area,” 
she says, “and it takes an individual 
hunter about an hour or an hour 
and a half to get through it. I try to 
set it up so no more than four peo¬ 
ple go at one time, because it tends 
to get time consuming. If there’s a 
family group that’s bigger, though, 
it’s okay.” 

The range is only part of the 
business, though. There are tourna¬ 
ment target shoots on the last 
weekend of every month, and they 
draw good crowds. 

“Archery is just exploding in 
popularity,” says Bobby Boaz, a fre¬ 
quent competitor in the shoots, 
“and there are more and more peo¬ 
ple getting involved. The range here 
has 20, 30, 40 and 50-yard stations, 
and a lot of people come strictly to 
shoot targets, without ever going 
out to try for the animals.” 

Both remark that archery is 
getting more popular, and that 
more and more people are getting 
involved. There are classes for 
peewees, and other youth classes, 
too. Levi Boaz, who’s five, shoots 

every week. 
Sue, who sheepishy. admits that 

she’s never drawn a bow, expects to 
change that soon. “It’s kind of sur¬ 
prising how many women there are 
getting involved in archery,” she 
says, “and I’m glad to see that. My 
daughter-in-law, Jeana Hill, shoots 
regularly, and does pretty well. 

Boaz, who admits to having gone 
a bit overboard on his equipment, 
has a tournament-class bow that cost 
a bit over $1,100. “You can spend 
more,” he says, “and you can do 
pretty well with less, too. You can 
get into tournament archery and 
serious shooting for about $250, but 
it’d be better to spend a little more.” 

Inexpensive department store 
bows, he adds, are usually badly 
outclassed in tournaments, and 
don’t do as well for hunting as you 
might expect, either. 

“They just can’t seem to get the 
consistency in them that’ll allow you 
to shoot good groups,” he says, 
“and if you can’t shoot good groups, 
you can’t do well in hunts or 
tournaments. Some of them will do 
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well to put five arrows into a group 
the size of a dishpan at 30 yards, 
and that’s not good enough for 
matches or hunts.” 

The walk-through range is set up 
much like a hunter might walk 
through the woods, and has target 
stations with the animals partially 
obscured, much as they would be in 
the wild. The first is a mountain 
lion, and there is a photo posted on 
a nearby tree, telling where the 
scoring zone is. A heart shot will get 
a shooter eight points, while one in 
the lung area is worth five. Shooters 
are scored on each target, just like 
they would be at a target shoot. 

One difference is that there is no 

specific yardage. The “hunter” is 
required to estimate that, just like 
he would in the field. There are 
three stakes in the ground at each 
target, and they’re painted in 
fluorescent colors. The men’s stake 
is orange, the women’s is green and 
the children’s is white. The shooter 
must be touching the stake with one 
foot when he or she shoots at the 
target, in order to score. 

“It’s pretty realistic,” Sue says, 
“and it’s a big help to people who 
want to sharpen their hunting skills 
before deer season. I think it really 
improves your chances of getting a 
deer.” 

Interestingly, the range, which 

has been open since last July, closed 
after the deer season. A howl of pro¬ 
test went up, and she reopened it. 
“We’ve had 220 people come here 
to go through the range since the 
deer season ended,” she says with a 
laugh, “and I was really surprised. 
I thought shooters just wanted to be 
in shape for hunting, but there’s a 
lot more to it than that.” 

She notes that while the course is 
helpful during the winter, it offers 
a very nice scenic walk during the 
summer, too. 

The range is open Tuesdays 
through Saturdays, from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m., and you can reach Sue — 
usually —at (618) 672-4316. 

Welcome new members 

Welcome to all new SELEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family in January 1992! 

Charles L. Acordi David Dodd Jon L. Tankersley Robert W. Sherrod Jr. Candi Miller 
James V. Cowsert Janet L. Burrus Wm. H. Parrott Brett Webster Herbert A. Stivers 
MH&A Morris Trust Brent Gregory Bryan Abell Ohio River Dock Corp. Darrel Willis 
William K. Page Elmer R. Lewis Lillian A. Boglino Jacalyn Ciarlo April Bayne 
Julia L. Ponton Judy Morgan Zoe Ann Doyle Alan Jones John A. Good 
Richard G. Stanfield Daryl G. McCoy Tina R. Ledbetter Robert L. Newgent Curtis F. Hicks 
James F. Tucker Jerry L. Norris Earl C. Spohr James L. Poe Mike Minnick 
David L. Bear Randy E. Ridgeway Stephanie S. Weir Ivan Ryan Billy D. Godbey 
Robert C. Barter Richard Banks Howard G. Smith Robert Thorn George P. Thiel 
Barry E. Desser Darrell D. Craig Kim Foster Dave C. Heckel Arthur G. Zumwalt 
Scott Fiss 
Brenda J. Rochford 
David S. Summers 

Rockie Metheny 
Gary Paxton 
Robert N. Ragsdale Jr. 

Daisy P. Hardy 
Merle G. McDanel 
Twyllia Sivok 

James N. Anderson 
Anna Mae Carter 
Keith R. Engelkens 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 

entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 

in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the "OFF" position, 

check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 

If the wiring appears all right, retrip the breaker to the "ON" 

position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 

to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 

phone *618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 

- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 

the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 

and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611, or 800-833-2611. 

These numbers are monitored around the clock to accept your 

emergencyjoutage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 

location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 

information requested. 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Many years ago. Sears, Roebuck & 
Company (just Sears for the younger 
folks) used to rate its catalogue items 
as “Good,” “Better” and “Best.” 
These same descriptive terms are 
still applicable today, when com¬ 
paring heating systems. For exam¬ 
ple, propane is a GOOD heating 
choice. Older propane units (50-60 
percent efficiency) have annual 
heating costs that are comparable to 
electric resistance heating (electric 
baseboard, ceiling cable and electric 
furnaces). Newer propane furnaces 
(85-95 percent efficiency) have 
annual heating costs that are com¬ 
parable to the older (150 percent 
efficiency) heat pumps and in 
general, they are more efficient than 
electric resistance heat units. They 
are not, however, competitive with 
the newer 200 percent efficiency 
heat pumps. The disadvantages of 
propane include locating and re¬ 
filling the storage tank, as well as 
product price instability. 

Natural gas is a BETTER heating 
choice. Newer, high efficiency 
natural gas furnaces have annual 
heating costs that are less than elec¬ 
tric baseboard, ceiling cable or elec¬ 
tric forced air. These units also hold 
a slight edge on newer high effi¬ 
ciency heat pumps. Disadvantages 

of natural gas include its limited 
availability, the increased main¬ 
tenance requirements of the newer 
high efficiency units, and the ob¬ 
vious disadvantage of having an 
explosive material in your home or 
on your property. 

The BEST choice of heating sys¬ 
tems is electricity. It’s clean, safe 
and reliable. Heat pumps, for exam¬ 
ple, have a back-up system which is 
activated automatically in the event 
of compressor failure. Electricity is 
a flameless heat, and unlike gas 
systems, no combustion occurs in or 
near your home; consequently, 
there is no need to vent toxic fumes. 
When electric space heating is 
combined with cooking and water 
heating, there is only one utility bill 
to pay, an advantage for today’s 
busy families. The only disadvan¬ 
tage of electric heat is, as noted 
above, that it can cost more. 

Sears never had an “ultimate” 
classification, but the electric heat 
industry does. It’s known as the 
“ground water” and “ground source 
heat pump.” These units are 350 
percent efficient and operate for less 
than any natural or propane gas 
units available. They offer reliability 
and exceptionally quiet operation 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Kay and her son, Jody, in the new milking parlor. She notes that she bought out a defunct Michigan farm 
for the livestock, and that the addition of the equipment was a surprise. 

Goat farm 

Joanne Wiseman, a Carmi nurse, feeds some kids while a spec¬ 
tator looks on. 
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This fellow took just enough time from 
his eating chores to have a photo taken. 
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At left, Joanne Wiseman, left, Cindy Phelps and Kay 
take time out in front of Kay's Kid Barn for a picture 
with some of their kids. Above, there's a certain 
amount of pick and shovel — and pitchfork — work 
involved in goat farming, and Cindy has a go at 
cleaning the kid barn. 

Taiwan gets Kay Kimmel’s 
goat. In fact, that island nation 
gets many, many of them. The 
former McLeansboro High 
School Home Economics and 
English teacher, who lives near 
Broughton, just shipped some 
700 head to Taiwan, and expects 
to send more as time goes by. 

Interestingly, she didn’t get 
into the goat business on pur¬ 
pose at all. “My husband, Joe, 
and I had a quarterhorse 
business,” Kay says with a 
chuckle, “and he started talking 
about getting a goat to keep the 
horses company, because they 
have a calming influence on 
them. I didn’t want any part of 
that. I said, ’Don’t bring a goat 
on this farm.’ Now we have a 
hundred of them, and no horses 
at all.” 

Actually, there are more than 
a hundred, most of the time. The 
farm, which they call “Kimmel’s 
Korner,” is home to about three 
hundred animals, the number 
varying considerably as ship¬ 
ments take place. Besides 
Taiwan, Kay notes that Mexico 
is a good market for the animals. 

and so are Canada and Turkey. 
The operation is growing so 

fast you’d think they were rais¬ 
ing rabbits or alley cats, and Kay 
finds that somewhat amusing, 
too. “We saw this operation for 
sale up in Michigan,” she says, 
“and we decided to just buy it 
out to get the livestock for an 
export deal, and I thought we 
could use a little of the hard¬ 
ware, because the price was 
right. It turned out to be like 
buying a horse, where the initial 
purchase is just the beginning. 
Now, we’re building a new 
milking barn, and putting in 
piping and bulk tanks and 
things like that.” 

While the operation is coming 
up with a fairly impressive milk¬ 
ing setup—they will soon be able 
to milk eight goats at a time— 
they are not producing milk for 
the market. It, along with much 
of the produce from their 
360-acre farm, goes to feed 
goats. “They like oats, barley 
and alfalfa or clover,” Kay says, 
“and we have to buy some of the 
hay and oats for them.” 

It takes a lot of work to 

animals up and ready for 
shipment—especially for export 
— and goats are no exception. 
Kay, who sells some 1,000 
animals a year, emphasizes that 
she doesn’t produce all the goats 
on her farm, but buys many 
from others, and finds a market 
for them. Her husband, Joe, who 
is an insurance underwriter, 
helps a lot. “He’s probably our 
fastest milker,” Kay says, “and 
he does a lot of the other work, 
too.” 

Joanne Wiseman, a nurse 
from Carmi, does a lot of the 
feeding of the baby goats, and 
Cindy Phelps helps. There are a 
couple of men, John Fowler and 
Fred Leullen, who work part 
time, doing whatever is 
necessary. Daughter Kathy, 
who’s 22 now, helped a lot 
before landing a department 
store job in Mt. Vernon. Son 
Jody also helped, until he left for 
pre-law school at the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
(He’s home now recuperating 
from back surgery). Son Jeremy 
helps, too. 

“A young woman, Emily get 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
since there are no outside air 
exchangers. A bonus with this 
unit is it can supply up to 60 per¬ 
cent of your water heating needs 
as it cools your home. The only 
disadvantage of these units is 
the installation expense which 
can be considerably higher than 
other systems. 

Despite this fact, several 

Southeastern members, after 
considering total operating 
costs, have installed these units 
and are extremely pleased with 
their performance. 

If you would like informa¬ 
tion on this system or addi¬ 
tional facts or figures on any 
of the above systems, please 
phone YOUR Cooperative at 
1-800-833-2611 and they will be 

provided, and as always “We’ll 
keep the lights on for you.” 
P.S. All cost comparisons were 

made using Southeastern’s all¬ 
electric residential rates. Actual 
costs might vary if a comparison 
were made using energy costs 
from another electric coopera¬ 
tive or public utility. 

Smith, helps during the sum¬ 
mers, when she’s not attending 
vet school,” Kay says, “and she 
helped a lot before she left, too.” 

Kay notes that goats are 
popular in many parts of the 

world because they convert feed 
well, and make excellent milk¬ 
ing or meat animals. “It’s 
interesting that in Taiwan the 
government sets the price of 
milk, and a farmer there gets 

about $60 a hundredweight. 
Here, it’s about $20. It’s no 
wonder there’s a good market 
for them there. I hope to be ser¬ 
ving that market for a long 
time.” 

Welcome new members 

Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a 
part of the cooperative family in February 1992! 

Bonnie Dilg 
William Haney 
Donna S. Manning 
G. Jay Stone 
Trena M. Bueno 
Sharon Grathler 
Tony L. Littrell 
Ruby Odum 
James Price 
Lorraine Royster 
Robert Thompson 
Vernell R. Darnell 
Tonya R. Walker 
Naomi Ruth Baker 
Stephen Brent Clark 
Charles D. Collins 
Randy Scott Francis 

James E. Hayden 
Frank M. Lee 
Laura J. Paddick 
Bessie M. Perryman 
Priscilla Russell 
Carol Varnum 
Michael B. Zachritz 
Robert J. Lamphear 
Robert 0. Blomquist 
Bryan Hampton 
James Louis Robinson 
James A. Dooley 
Donald M. Johnson 
Earl R. Minson 
Venus Ann Taylor 
James Burnett 
Richard Lee Jack 

D. Michael McIntosh 
Lori J. Patterson 
Steve Roach 
John Rubin 
Thelma Walker 
Billie L. Smith 
Mike Newton 
Harry L. Barnes 
Martha Clarke 
Cindy Craig 
John E. Gordon 
Modene Hutchcraft 
Valerie Longmire 
Evelyn Peebles 
Brian D. Potter 
Forrest Scruggs 
Theresa Wood 

William C. Alsip 
David T. Shea 
Jayma L. Bowers 
Linda Womack 
Lafarge Corporation 
Elva Joann Gray 
Helen A. Jones 
Ron P. Neitzke 
David C. Volkening 
Troy Goines 
Toby Jones 
Earl Ray Murphy 
Luther Phillips Jr. 
William Robasse 
Betty L. Stricklin 
Kenneth S. Wehrle 
Patty Stella 

Elmer E. Jackson Jr. 
Doug Broadway 
Bobby G. Clay Jr. 
Mike Dodd 
Shawn Hadler 
Mary Lou Kniffen 
Tara McDonald 
Claude Pence 
Angela J. Powers 
James T. Tucker 
Leslie Joe Yarber 
William Diefenbach 
Twin Oaks Realty 
Kevin Paul Ewell 
Murl Combs 
Little D Drilling 

If your power goes 
these suggestions: 

off. we offer 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in 
your service entrance panels. If you have 
breakers, make sure they are in the “ON” 
position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the 
main breaker just beneath the meter. If 
the breaker is between the “OFF” and “ON” 
position, check all wiring from the meter 
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, re-trip the breaker to the 

“ON” position. 
3. If you still do not have power, check 

with your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 1-800-833-2611, 24 
hours a day. Please give the party answering, 
your name, phone number and location 
number as listed on your billing envelope and 
other information requested. 

Call toll-free 1 (800)-833-2611 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

More than 70 years ago, President 
Woodrow Wilson said, “This nation 
would be nothing if it consisted of 
each of us; it is something because 
it consists of all of us banded to¬ 
gether in a common cause.” South¬ 
eastern’s founders possibly had 
Wilson’s words in mind in early 
1938 when they were going door to 
door soliciting friends and neighbors 
to sign up as members of South¬ 
eastern Illinois Electric Cooperative. 

The end result of their efforts has 
culminated in an organization of 
19,000 members “banded together 
in the common cause” of providing 
electric service to themselves — 
something the existing power com¬ 
panies were unwilling to do in the 
late thirties. This “home grown” 
effort has resulted in a people-owned 
electrical supply system which con¬ 
tributes annually to the local econ¬ 
omy through employee wages, the 
local purchasing of vehicles, hard¬ 
ware, and various other materials, 
as well as taxes. 

Yes TAXES. 
Contrary to popular conception, 

cooperatives, although exempt from 
income taxes, do pay all the other 
taxes that any corporations would 
pay including property and sales 
taxes. Your Cooperative paid almost 

THREE MILLION dollars in taxes in 
1990 ($2,936,020 to be exact), and 
our power supplier, Southern Illinois 
Power Co-operative at Marion, paid 
almost FOUR MILLION dollars 
($3,842,813) for the same period, 
not to mention the $2,290,126 col¬ 
lectively paid by Egyptian Electric 
and Southern Illinois cooperatives, 
respectively located at Steeleville 
and Dongola. In total, these four 
Southern Illinois electric coopera¬ 
tives paid more than nine million 
dollars in taxes for 1990. 

So the next time a “Sixty Minutes” 
commentator or an investor-owned 
utility spokesman refers to your 
Cooperative as being a non-tax¬ 
paying entity, just grin and wonder 
about the credibility of the rest of 
what they’re saying. 
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almost The road to war 

Jones has a photo of his plane hanging in the cafe he owned and 
operated, and which his son. Bob, owns now. 

Orval Jones remembers the 
day he went to war. It was 
February, 1943. He was 18 and 
nervous. 

Jones, who owned and oper¬ 
ated Burton’s Cafe in Whittington 
(Franklin County) for some 12 
years before retiring about three 
years ago, recalls that the deci¬ 
sion to join the military wasn’t 
a hard one. 

“I joined,” he says, “because 
I knew they were going to get me 
anyway, and I wanted to get into 
flying.” He’d been interested in 
flying for as long as he could 
remember. Nearly 10 years 
earlier, in 1934, one of the food 
companies promoted a young 
aviator’s club, and “Junior” had 
sent in and joined. He still has 
the certificate they sent him. 

Anyway, he decided to enlist 
in the hope of getting in the Air 
Corps, rather than waiting to be 
drafted, since most draftees 
went into the infantry. 

His trip started when he 
boarded a train in DuQuoin, 

heading for Chicago. Lorene, his 
wife of almost two years, stayed 
home. After a very brief stopover 
in the windy city, he went on to 
Sheppard Field, near Wichita 
Falls, Texas, where he took basic 
training. 

From there he went to a suc¬ 
cession of fields and up through 
a succession of ever-larger 
airplanes, until he got into the 
copilot’s seat of a B-29. As it 
turned out, he never did get into 
the war. 

“After I got out of basic,” he 
says, “they put me into a little 
Piper Cub. They gave you 10 
hours in that, to see if you had 
any aptitude for flying.” 

But it wasn’t really as simple 
as that. He remarks with a 
chuckle that the powers that be 
didn’t feel comfortable entrust¬ 
ing expensive machinery to just 
anybody, and insisted that he 
have some college. “So they 
shipped me — and a lot of other 
guys — off to Knoxville College, 
in Tennessee, and gave us some 

crash college courses,” he says, 
adding, “Lorene joined me 
there, and we managed to stay 
together most of the time until I 
went overseas. That was where 
they checked us out in the Cub. 
Our son, Bob, was born there, 
too.” 

Fully established as a col¬ 
lege man, and having made 
it through the Cub indoctrina¬ 
tion, Jones got into the sys¬ 
tem in a big way. He took his 
primary training at Souther 
Field, near Americus, Georgia, 
then took advanced training at 
Greenwood, Mississippi. Since 
the Army Air Corps had multi- 
engine plans for him, his next 
stop was Columbus, Mississippi, 
where he trained in a twin- 
engined craft. 

From there, he went to 
Randolph Field, near San 
Antonio, Texas, and attended 
flight instructor’s school. From 
there, he returned to Columbus, 
to teach flying to other young 
men. 

After a stint there, Orval went 
to another Columbus — Ohio — 
to Lockbourne Army Air Force 
Base, to take flight training in 
the B-17. Before he knew it, he 
was on his way to Smoky Hill 
Army Air Base, Salina, Kansas, 
where there was a B-29 school, 
and he got involved in a different 
kind of operation. While most 
heavy aircraft were used for 
bombing, some were used as 
camera planes. Their job was to 
photograph the results of others’ 
efforts, and bring the photos 
back for assessment. Using the 
photos, experts would try to 
decide which target would be hit 
next, and how hard. 

“Since we didn’t carry bombs,” 
Jones says, “we had room and 
carrying capacity for more fuel, 
and our bomb bays had been 
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converted to hold six 639-gallon 
tanks, in addition to what regu¬ 
lar B-29s held. We also had 
a photo navigator, which the 
bombers didn’t have.” 

While he didn’t get into the 
war, he did manage to get an 
adventure or two into his service 
life, and a training mission in a 
B-29 was one of the hairiest. 
“We’d gone to Cuba,” he says, 
“and we’d just finished re¬ 

fueling. We were used to 10,000- 
foot runways, and we didn’t 
have that where we were, but 
what we had should have been 
enough. 

“Anyway,” he continues, 
“we’d started to take off, and 
just after we’d gotten to the 
point of no return, where it’s too 
late to stop and theoretically too 
late to go on, one of the crew 
members got on the intercom 
and told the pilot that the num¬ 
ber four engine was on fire.” 

With little choice, the pilot 
decided to try to take off, and 

Jones notes that there was 
many a fervent prayer said by 
the time the plane reached the 
end of the runway. 

“We all inhaled deeply, to 
kind of ‘suck the plane off the 
ground’,” he says, “and we got 
airborne. There was a general in 
the tower at the airport, and he 
told us to drop our bomb bay 
fuel tanks, and we did. Then we 
found out that the bomb bay 

doors wouldn’t close. We man¬ 
aged to get about a thousand feet 
of altitude, and he told us to bail 
out.” 

Nobody wanted to do that. The 
crew asked for permission to 
try to land. With permission 
granted, the pilot brought the 
plane in. “It was the smoothest 
landing I’d ever seen,” Jones 
says. 

He was shipped out to 
Okinawa, where he celebrated 
his 21st birthday. The island 
had been captured and turned 
into a base for use against 

Japan, and he got there just 
about in time to see the war end. 

His group was still in business, 
though, and he still has some 
photos they took of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki after they were 
bombed with atomic bombs. 

And there were still sights 
to be seen, and adventures to 
face. “There was a doctor from 
Chicago there,” Jones says, 
“and he’d managed to get 
hold of a couple of pigs that he 
wanted to trade to some of the 
people in the hills for a couple of 
poisonous snakes, which he was 
going to send back to the univer¬ 
sity for research purposes. 

“We decided to go get them for 
him, and we started out up this 
little road that was little more 
than a wide path. We got back 
with no difficulty, although it 
was interesting.” 

His outfit, the 1st Photo 
Reconnaissance Squadron, went 
on to map the island of Formosa, 
or Taiwan, and parts of main¬ 
land China. 

Like most servicemen, he 
remembers the day he was mus¬ 
tered out: August 14, 1946. He 
immediately headed for home. 

He’d worked a while at the 
Mt. Vernon car shops before 
leaving, and went back to work 
there, building railroad cars. 
“They got a big order for refrig¬ 
erator cars,” Jones says, “and 
they didn’t need as many 
welders for that, so it became 
obvious that the job wasn’t 
going to last much longer. I went 
to work for the Ziegler Coal 
Company. Our daughter, Nancee, 
was born during that time.” 

As time went by, Lorene got a 
job working at Burton’s Cafe, 
which the Joneses later bought. 
They operated it until their 
retirement a few years ago. 
Their son. Bob, bought it, and 
Nancee works there, too. 

The Joneses, having sunk 
their roots deeply into Southern 
Illinois soil, go back every winter 
to Texas, a place where they 
spent an interesting part of their 
youth. But after all that travel¬ 
ing, Whittington’s still home. 

Jones, a six-footer, gives an idea of the size of a B-29. 
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Nominating committee chosen 
As provided by the bylaws of 

SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, 
INC., a Nominating Committee 
was chosen April 28, 1992, con¬ 
sisting of the following coopera¬ 
tive members: 

District No. 1 
Melanie Bauman, RR 1, Sesser, 

IL 62884 

District No. 3 
Lanzel Edmonds, RR 5, 

McLeansboro, IL 62859 
Carl L. Smith, RR 5, 

McLeansboro, IL 62859 

District No. 4 
Ivan Ryan, RR 2, Galatia, IL 

62935 

District No. 5 
Charles G. Cox, RR 1, Eldorado, 

IL 62930 

Lloyd Williams, RR 1 Box 186, 
Omaha, IL 62871 

District No. 7 
John W. Ward, RR 2 Box 157, 

Harrisburg, IL 62946 

District No. 8 
David W. Wiman, RR 1 

Box 124A, Herod, IL 62947 

District No. 9 
John Rushing, RR 1 Box 439, 

Simpson, IL 62985 
Joseph C. Whitehead, RR 1 

Box 694, Tunnel Hill, IL 
62991 

District No. 11 
Chester Davis, P.O. Box 542, 

Golconda, IL 62938 

The committee will meet at 
the office of the cooperative 
on Tuesday, June 9, 1992, at 

the hour of 10 a.m., for the 
purpose of nominating four 
(4) candidates for three-year 
terms as Trustees of SOUTH¬ 
EASTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC. Trustees 
whose terms are expiring in¬ 
clude: Victor Knight, RR 5 
Box 209, McLeansboro (Dis¬ 
trict 3); W.B. Pulliam, RR 2, 
Galatia (District 4); David 
Ramsey, RR 2 Box 644, Omaha 
(District 5); and Kenneth R. 
Webb, RR 1 Box 674, Tunnel 
Hill (District 9). 

David Ramsey, Secretary 
Board of Trustees 

Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family in March 1992! 

Wheeler Engine Service 
Billy H. Carter 
Terry Gwaltney Sr. 
Joe Jack 
Debra A. Lutes 
Melanie Mercer 
Neil A. New 
Ralph D. Riley 
Curtis H. Shirley 
James J. Williams 
Eric Lee Ferrell 
F. Shannon Frailey 
Misty Walker 
Ron Adams 
Jason Blackburn 

Kennard Crabbe 
John H. Gingerich 
Heartland Maritime Co. 
Todd Kalaher 
Joe Neal McPherson 
Debra Owens Schram 
Michael E. Clark 
Eddie Billingsley 
Robert J. Harrison 
H.J. Lanham 
Wilburn L. Belford 
Thayne L. Church 
H&H Haws 
Larry Lambert 
Carolyn R. McRoy 

Mid-5 Emp & Train, In 
Michael D. Petty 
Bill Ruemmler 
Michael Spicer 
Mike P. Williams 
Bryan S. Fogle 
Robert C. McCabe 
Jeff R. Williams 
Kevin Baldwin 
William Blackorby 
Michael A. Donohue 
M. Hollis Harris 
Roger High 
Garry B. Kelley Jr. 
Debbie Morris 

Judy York 
Robin Myers 
E. Louise Fisher 
Donald G. Hopkins 
Jack Bowen 
Eddie B. Foster Jr. 
Steven K. Hill 
Beverly A. Lambert 
Mario L. Maduro 
Clarence F. Moody 
Jack Reed 
Amy Shadowens 
Roger Wallace 
Brinkley Freight Serv. 
Kenneth H. Foster 

Sarah Mundz 
Dana Womble 
Carl E. Bellamy 
Mary Ann Burk 
Robert E. Flatt 
Mark W. Hastle 
Jerry E. Hoffmann 
Rosetta M. Knox 
Eric 0. Reed 
Robert H. Zappa 
Stephen E. Smith 
Keith Harris 
Wm. Killingsworth 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 

entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 

in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the “OFF" position, 

check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 

If the wiring appears all right, retrip the breaker to the "ON" 

position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 

to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 

phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 

- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 

the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 

and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611, or 800-833-2611. 

These numbers are monitored around the clock to accept your 

emergencyfoutage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 

location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 

information requested. 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

It’s almost impossible to watch a 
news broadcast or read through a 
newspaper without encountering 
some form of harsh criticism about 
the United States. It appears that the 
majority of our energy and effort is 
spent looking for reasons why things 
can’t be done, rather than trying to 
find solutions to our problems. 

If this had been the attitude of 
the American colonist in 1776, we 
would probably still be part of the 
British Commonwealth today. If this 
had been the attitude of Americans 
in 1932, we might still be in the 
Great Depression. 

The key to our past and future 
successes is our “can do” attitude. 
Like the story of The Little Engine 
That Could, we as a nation can con¬ 
quer the seemingly invincible prob¬ 
lems of national debt, unemploy¬ 
ment, health care, education, drug 
abuse, racial division, and moral 
decay. We can build the best cars, 
the best tractors, the best televi¬ 
sions, and the best VCRs in the 
world right here in the U.S.A. — and 
we can put thousands of people back 
to work by doing it. 

It can happen, but only if 
Americans make it happen. We can¬ 
not sit and wait for the good guy on 
the white horse to rescue us. We 
have to do it for ourselves; and 
we must be united in our efforts. 

Abraham Lincoln warned us that “a 
house divided against itself cannot 
stand,” but we have not listened. 
Our corporations have become 
importers instead of manufacturers 
— the blame for which must be 
equally shared by government, 
business and labor. 

In the past, history books have 
accredited our success to the fact 
that we were a “melting pot of 
immigrants” with diverse ethnic 
and racial groups contributing to the 
construction of a great nation. What 
has made us strong in the past 
now serves to weaken us, but only 
because we have allowed it to 
happen. By not putting America 
first, we have encouraged racial 
and ethnic division. By not putting 
America first, we have encouraged 
poverty, unemployment, drug 
abuse, and substandard medical 
care. By not putting America first, 
we have allowed our cities, roads 
and sewers to deteriorate. By not 
putting America first, sewers and 
water systems have not been ex¬ 
tended into our rural areas. By not 
putting America first, our govern¬ 
ment (which is us) has forgiven over 
thirteen billion dollars in foreign 
debt in recent months, but can only 
afford 650 million to rebuild its own 
inner cities. 
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Andrew Hamp shows the Economy engine that he modelled in miniature, in brass. Economy engines, sold 
by Sears, Roebuck and Company, were built in other brands, too. 

Andrew's antiques — 
Herod man enjoys old engines 

Andrew Hamp of rural Herod 
is an old engine enthusiast, and 
he kind of came by it naturally. 
He grew up around such 
engines, and has fond memories 
of his childhood, when his father 
worked with them. 

He has such fond memories, in 
fact, that he has built—from 
scratch—a brass engine very 
much like the ones used to 
pump water and oil, and to run 
grist mills and the like, back 
before electric motors took over 
much of those chores. 

Hamp started collecting the 
old engines a few years ago, and 
cleaned a few of them up, 
painted them, and started show¬ 

ing them at nearby cultural 
fests. They met with a fair 
amount of enthusiasm, and he 
kept going with the hobby. 

One of his engines, a 7.5 
horsepower Economy, was sold 

by Sears, Roebuck and Com¬ 
pany years ago. A skilled 
machinist, he decided to model 
it in brass, and set out to do that 
little chore in his spare time. 
About three years, and 300 
hours of work later, he has a 
beautiful little engine that’ll run 
with the best of them. 

”1 made everything but a few 
little springs and things like 
that” he says, “and I had to have 
the flywheels cast by a guy in 

Indiana who does foundry work. 
I sent him a handmade Micarta 
wheel, and he cast it in brass for 
me. 

When I got it back, the 
castings were kind of rough and 
scaly, because he’d cast it in 
sand, and I cleaned them up and 
machined the hole in the center. 
You can still see some of the 
sand pitting around the spokes, 
but that doesn’t bother me. You 
can see it on the originals, too.” 

Whatever the case, the little 
engine is impressive, and will 
run like a top, using lamp oil- 
white gas—to power it. While 
many of the bigger engines 
boasted magneto ignition, his 
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gets its spark from a battery and 
a Model T Ford coil. 

While we refer to the engine as 
all brass, Hamp points out that 
that’s not exactly true. The 
piston is steel, for durability. 

’’I’d have to say that this is my 
father coming out in me,” Hamp 
says with a chuckle, “because 
he was one of the world’s great 
tinkerers, and he could make 
just about any engine run. 

”In fact, when we set out to 
build the house we live in now, 
in 1960, we poured the base¬ 
ment floor using a homemade 
concrete mixer with one of these 
engines. I still have the engine 
out in the garage, and I show it 
at various shows. When dad set 
out to build the mixer, I watched 
him, and he really enjoyed it. He 
found a big 55-gallon drum that 
was thicker in the middle than 
at the ends, and found a big old 
ring gear from a wheat or oat 
binder, and it fit around the mid¬ 
dle of the barrel just perfectly. 

’’Then,” Hamp continues, “he 
found a little pinion gear that’d 

(Continued on page 12d) 

With the engine running smoothly, 
there's little more to do than to 
keep it going with coolant, lubricat¬ 
ing oil and fuel. The engines were 
simple and reliable, Hamp notes. 

Sand pitting from the casting process are visible on this part, just as 
they're visible on Hamp's engine. 

A small sampling of several engines that Hamp keeps in his garage. The 
small upright in the right side of the photo was used to run a concrete 
mixer when the Hamps built their house. 

Hamp tweaks the throttle of the little engine he built. 
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(Continued from page 12c) 
work, and we were in business. 
It did a real good job.” 

The old engines, which would 
run on just about any flammable 
gas or liquid, helped people 
move inland, away from the 
streams that provided water 
power, while offering some 
advantages over steam engines. 
They were later replaced by 
more modern gasoline or diesel 
engines, or—especially in the 
last half-century—by electric 
motors. Even so, they’re an 
important part of history, and 
it’s good to see that somebody’s 
still interested in keeping ‘em 
running. 

The engines, for the most part, had few parts, and they were simple 
and robust. 

Welcome new members 

Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family 
in April 1992! 

Caroll Basham 
Lawanda F. Bruening 
Ivan Dennis 
Pauline Garavaglia 
Brenda Horton 
George H. Karch 
Shane A. Maze 
Don Nolen 
William Poe 
Sherri Robinson 
Dillard 0. Scruggs 
Southern Seven Health 
M. Eugene Thomas 
Roy Baumann 
Susan L. Barney 

Debbie Corso 
Joy Langhans 
Freda L. Parks 
Rollman Estate Farms 
Karen Stallman 
John D. Waller 
Michael W. Elliott, MD 
Theresa A. McFarland 
Roy L. Weedon 
David B. Dewey 
Barry Blair 
Jeffrey R. Calvert 
Rose Dismore 
Jason Eric Gulley 
Donald G. Howton Sr. 

Andy L. Lampley 
Ronald M. Mitchell 
Lee Parrott 
Thereasa Quaglia 
Agnes Roe 
George Seaman 
Earl Stalans 
Mary E. Warren 
Corina Bellamy 
Mary M. Burkitt 
Rex L. Eisenhauer 
Brian Lemmons 
Kenneth D. Reineking 
Thomas G. Sadowski 
Tammy Street 

Norman D. Burley 
Lowell V. Grigg 
Rebecca Baker Paul 
General Belt Serv. Inc. 
William L. Braggs 
Richard Darby 
Sharon Dobbins 
Art Gunnels 
William K. Jenkins 
Cindy May 
Debra A. Morris 
Richard G. Pisoni 
Kenneth B. Rath 
Joan N. Rottmann 
Gregory 0. Smiley 

Orville Swafford 
Travis Wyant 
Community Chapel Ch. 
Dawn M. Clearwater 
Maudine Fornes 
Jeannette O'Connor 
Rosilea Rodgers 
Kenn Scharringhausen 
Christy Utley 
Ronald F. Combs 
Roger Dale Henson 
Darrell E. Tarrant 
B&M Resources Inc. 

If your power goes 
these suggestions: 

off. we offer 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in 
your service entrance panels. If you have 
breakers, make sure they are in the “ON” 
position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the 
main breaker just beneath the meter. If 
the breaker is between the “OFF” and “ON” 
position, check all wiring from the meter 
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, re-trip the breaker to the 

“ON” position. 
3. If you still do not have power, check 

with your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 1-800-833-2611, 24 
hours a day. Please give the party answering, 
your name, phone number and location 
number as listed on your billing envelope and 
other information requested. 

Call toll-free 1 -(800)-833-2611 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

A couple of months ago, this 
column compared various heating 
systems and classified propane as a 
GOOD heating choice. Older pro¬ 
pane systems compared favorably 
with electric baseboard and electric 
forced-air furnaces, and the newer 
high-efficiency propane units were 
cost competitive with older electric 
heat pumps, but couldn’t compete 
with the new high efficiency electric 
heat pumps. 

All of these facts are still true; 
however, there is a way to convert 
a GOOD propane unit into a BETTER 
system, one that uses both gas and 
electricity to warm your home. 
This breakthrough in technology is 
known as the ‘‘Add On” electric heat 
pump and it can be retrofitted to fit 
any existing or new central propane, 
natural gas or oil heating system. 
These units are capable of supplying 
up to 80 percent of your heating 
needs and 100 percent of your 
cooling needs. 

‘‘Add On” heat pumps function 
just like regular electric heat pumps 
except the auxiliary heating system 
which supplies heat under emer¬ 
gency or extreme conditions is not 
electric. It is propane, natural gas 
or oil. ‘‘Add On” heat pumps are 

slightly more expensive to purchase 
and install; however, their operating 
characteristic provides for a savings 
for both the member and Coopera¬ 
tive. Savings for individual mem¬ 
bers can range from 10 to 30 percent 
on annual heating costs, dependent 
on the type of auxiliary fuel utilized. 
The Cooperative saves because its 
electrical system is used more effi¬ 
ciently with increased kilowatt-hour 
sales during off-peak, low-demand 
periods. 

To encourage installation of these 
units, your Cooperative is offering a 
$300 rebate to those members who 
install an add-on heat pump in con¬ 
junction with their existing gas or oil 
furnace. This rebate is also available 
to new home builders when an add¬ 
on heat pump is installed with a gas 
or oil furnace. The rebate is retroac¬ 
tive to January of 1992, and mem¬ 
bers installing these units will be 
eligible for Southeastern’s special 
heat rate if they cook and heat water 
with electricity. 

Please contact Ray Harbison at 
1-800-833-2611 for more details. 
Stay tuned next month for the 
announcement of another rebate 
and remember, “We’ll keep the 
lights and HEAT on for you.” 
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Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
P.O. Box 251, Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

Official Notice of 1992 Annual Meeting 
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN That the Annual 
Meeting of the members 
of SOUTHEASTERN IL¬ 
LINOIS ELECTRIC COOP¬ 
ERATIVE, INC., will be 
held at the Southeastern 
Illinois College, Illinois 
Route 13, East of Harris¬ 
burg or South of Eldorado 
on College Drive, on 
August 4, 1992; that the 
period of registration for 
said Members will be from 
6 p.m. until 7 p.m.; busi¬ 
ness meeting of said Mem¬ 
bers will convene at 7 p.m. 
for the purpose of talking 
action upon the reports 
of Officers, Trustees, and 
Committees of said Coop¬ 
erative; for the election of 
four (4) Trustees for terms 
of three (3) years each, and 
for such matters as may 
be properly considered at 
such meeting. 

You are further notified 
that the number of Trustees 
to be elected at the 1992 

Annual Meeting is four (4) 
and that one each is to be 
elected from Districts 3, 4, 
5, and 9. 

Report of 
Nominating Committee 

As provided by the by¬ 
laws of SOUTHEASTERN 
ILLINOIS ELECTRIC CO¬ 
OPERATIVE, INC., a Nomi¬ 
nating Committee, con¬ 
sisting of the following 
Cooperative Members: 
Melanie Bauman 
Carl L. Smith 
Lanzel Edmonds 
Ivan Ryan 
Charles G. Cox 
Lloyd Williams 
John W. Ward 
David W. Wiman 
John Rushing 
Joseph C. Whitehead 
Chester Davis 

District #1 
District #3 
District #3 
District #4* 
District #5 
District #5 
District #7 
District #8 
District #9 
District #9 
District #11 

met at the office of the 
Cooperative on June 9, 
1992, at the hour of 10 
a.m., for the purpose of 
nominating candidates for 
Trustee of SOUTHEAST¬ 
ERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC 

COOPERATIVE, INC. for 
the terms expiring. 

The undersigned pre¬ 
sided as Secretary of the 
meeting. 

The following candidates 
were nominated: 

Victor Knight, RR 5 Box 
209, McLeansboro (District 
#3) 

W.B. Pulliam, RR 2, 
Galatia (District #4) 

David Ramsey, RR 2 Box 
644, Omaha (District #5) 

Kenneth R. Webb, RR 1 
Box 674, Tunnel Hill (Dis¬ 
trict #9) 

DATED at Eldorado, 
Illinois, this 9th day of 
June, 1992. 

/s/ Melanie Bauman 
Melanie Bauman 
Secretary of the Meeting 

DATED at Eldorado, 
Illinois, this 17th day of 
July, 1992. 

/s/ David Ramsey 
David Ramsey 
Secretary, Board 

of Trustees 



Attend the 

Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Annual Meeting 
Tuesday, August 4 

Southeastern Illinois College 
(Illinois Route 13 east of Harrisburg) 
(or College Drive south of Eldorado) 

Registration begins at 6 p.m. 
Business meeting begins at 7 p.m. 

• Reports of officers 
• Election of directors 
• Other cooperative business 

$10 electric bill credit lor 
all members attending the annual meeting 

Report of Nominating Committee 
As provided by the bylaws of 

Southeastern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 

erative, Inc., a Nominating Commit¬ 
tee, consisting of the following 
Cooperative members: 

Melanie Bauman (District #1) 
Carl L. Smith (District #3) 
Lanzel Edmonds (District #3) 
Ivan Ryan (District #4) 
Charles G. Cox (District #5) 
Lloyd Williams (District #5) 
John W. Ward (District #7) 

David W. Wiman (District #8) 
John Rushing (District #9) 
Joseph C. Whitehead (District #9) 
Chester Davis (District #11) 

met at the office of the Cooperative 
on June 9, 1992, at the hour of 10 
a.m. for the purpose of nominating 
four (4) candidates for three-year 
terms as Trustees of Southeastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

The undersigned presided as 
Secretary of the meeting. 

The following candidates were 
nominated: 

Victor Knight (District #3) 
W.B. Pulliam (District #4) 
David Ramsey (District #5) 
Kenneth R. Webb (District #9) 

DATED at Eldorado, Illinois, this 
9th day of June, 1992. 

/s/ Melanie Bauman 
Melanie Bauman 
Secretary of the Meeting 
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Welcome new members 
Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family 

in May 1992! 

Gene L. Adams Keith Chenault Dean Gilkey David L. Parvin Douglas W. Pruitt 
Michael E. Ballance Jane Davis Kathy Henry Thad J. Tucker Barbara A. Sampsell 
Charles Blockley Robin Annet Farthing Ashley Johnson George D. Aurand Quint Sturgill 
Eddie Campbell Annette L. Gass Edith 1. Kunce Rachel Dorris Tina Williams 
Lorene Comstock Dr. William Harryman Leighann Leonberger Paul Glover Tommy Gentry 
Curtis Erwin Deborah J. Isaacs Kathleen McGee Carol Hastings Georgia M. Steele 
Violet Garrison Robert J. Koehn Lonnie G. Nelson Jeffrey L. Lee John D. McCain 

Bert G. Grob Marion J. Lee Mark A. Petro Jeff Newcomb Clifford Debose 
Gordon Higginson Bruce Linsley Brett Ramey Donald E. Poole Ed Garner 
Andy Kinsey Kenneth Mateycak Jeffrey Smith C. Ron Reynolds Kim L. Lemon 

Jerry D. Lawrence Thomas W. Patton Steven S. Tolbert Katheryn Steinbach Marvin K. Mullinix 

William B. Lewis Terry E. Phillips Laura Tuttle Chad Warren Troy W. Rhinehart 
Sarah A. McVicker Frank C. Ross Robert G. Weisz Ron Zinkan Ralph Ochinero 

Hannah Palmer Karen Stephenson Gary L. Kincaid Richard Thompson Frank N. Hacker 

Leroy Pfaltzgraff Floyd B. Turner Tom Broy Northshoreland Prop. George E. Ions 

Linda Kay Ritchie Lisa Webster Olga Meadows Sherri Conley Robert E. Orr 
James Ronald Webb Van D. Doty Sharon Keppner David W. Futrell Triple L Pumping 
John P. Tucker Thomas K. Waghorn Don M. Murphy Pat Lawler Susan E. Riser 

Richard A. Waide Glen C. Farmer Kevin D. Rice Mary Mathis Lawrence Crook 
Anthony J. Tedeschi Angela Johnson Jim Still Kristi Pulliam Thomas M. Gabriel 

Denny L. Laughead Ronald H. Magsig David W. Wilier Danny Wilson Donald R. Hall 

Jeffrey Davis Sharon D. Poshard Debbie Morris Opal Ford Steve Laird 

Richard A. Goetsch Rhonda L. Smith Frances A. Chalupa Jim Harmon Tim Mitchell 

David McCracken Michael E. Vosbein Elizabeth L. Conkle Lee W. Jones Terry L. Penny 
David J. Ore Wesley L. Krummrich William C. Everly Jr. James Stev Pritchard Richard Raubach 

Mark Robinson Bob Blades Bryan G. Hubbard Scott Baker Eric B. Shadley 

Bryan K. Soits K. Baichtal Deborah Marshall Arnold S. Brown Randy D. Taber 

Vic Winning Edward Blankenship April M. Myers John Fitzpatrick Thomas Zawada 

Dennis K. Adams Pamela J. Cain Terry Ward Judi Hafford Dana Communications 

Kevin R. Austin Patricia R. Christie Bill Dunham Jerry D. Jennings Donna J. Ramey 

Clarence J. Bayles Jr. Josef Dreesbach Vonda Hafford Ronald McCoy Gregory A. Smith 

Cynthia L. Brown Lori Fischer Julie R. James Michael R. Payne 

Power Outage  
If you power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are in the 
“ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
panel just below the meter socket If the breaker is in the 
“OFF’ position, check all of your wiring from the meter 
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring appears to 
be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These phone numbers 
are monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to ac¬ 
cept your outage and emergency calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman on weekdays (from 4:30 
p.m. through 7:30 am.) or on weekends to report outages 
or emergencies. If you do not receive an answer or if the 
phone is busy, please call 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611 
(COLLECT) to report your outage or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering your 
call the account name and location number as it appears 
on the envelope that contains your billing tickets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Mind your own business! That’s 
just what the owners of South¬ 
eastern did when they attended the 
Cooperative’s Annual Meeting held 
August 4 of this year. 

Those members, who were able to 
attend, recognize that with owner¬ 
ship comes responsibility. They also 
recognize that no business organiza¬ 
tion adheres to American values and 
principles more soundly than do 
cooperatives. In a cooperative, mem¬ 
bers elect other members to serve as 
trustees. These trustees reside in the 
districts they represent and pay the 
same electric rates as their neigh¬ 
bors. The end result is that these 
trustees want the same two things 
from their cooperative that every 
other member wants: low rates and 
reliable service. 

Conversely, investor-owned utili¬ 
ties normally select their directors 
based on the number of shares the 
individual owns. Their directors 
often reside out of the area or out of 
state, and therefore are isolated from 
the rate concerns a cooperative 
trustee has. Investor-owned utilities 
(lOU’s) are driven by one goal: profit 
per share —all else is secondary. 

Simply put, lOU’s have a business 
structure in which decision making 
flows from the top down, the exact 
opposite of a cooperative’s. 

Their annual meetings are held for 
the benefit of major stockholders 
who attend to hear plans for future 
profit making. Cooperative Annual 
Meetings, on the other hand, are 
open to all members, since all are 
equal in rights and voting privileges. 

So, if you were unable to attend 
this year’s Annual Meeting, the big 
news was that there will be no rate 
increase in 1992. (There’s been none 
since 1983). Also, in August of this 
year, about $185,000 in capital 
credit refunds will be made to those 
members who received service in 
1962, and if you can, attend next 
year’s Annual Meeting to mind 
your own business. 

P.S. Your Cooperative is offering a 
$400 rebate on geothermal (ground 
water) heat pumps. If you’ve in¬ 
stalled one since January 1 of 
this year, or intend to do so soon, 
please contact Ray Harbison at 
1-800-833-2611 for additional 
information. 
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The area men who were reelected to the board of trustees of Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative at 

the organization's annual meeting August 4 at Southeastern Illinois College are pictured with Joseph R. Hale, 
attorney, and James M. “Mick'' Cummins, manager. From left are W. B. Pulliam of Galatia, David Ramsey 

of Omaha, Victor Knight of McLeansboro, Kenneth R. Webb of Tunnel Hill, Hale and Cummins. 

Your annual meeting report 
Some 795 members attending 

Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative’s annual meeting 
August 4 at Southeastern Illinois 
College got some good news. 
Their co-op will not have a 
rate increase this year and 
will soon return some $185,000 
in capital credits to mem¬ 
bers who received service in 
1962. And, noted James M. 
“Mick” Cummins, manager, the 
member-owned utility is in good 
financial shape and growing 
well. 

During the business session, 
four area men were reelected to 
the co-op’s governing board. 
They are Victor Knight of 
McLeansboro, David Ramsey of 
Omaha, W. B. Pulliam of Galatia 
and Kenneth R. Webb of Tunnel 
Hill. 

In his address to the members, 
Cummins noted that, while 
the co-op is presently enjoying 
healthy growth, the area’s eco¬ 
nomic well-being is in doubt. 

“A recent study by the state 
indicates that 16 of Illinois’ 42 
coal mines could close by 1995 
as a result of the federal Clean 
Air Act,” he said, adding, “three 
of those mines are served by 
your cooperative, and almost all 
are located in Southern Illinois. 

“If the state’s projections are 
accurate,” he continued, “these 
mine closings and the corre¬ 
sponding loss of jobs will have a 
negative impact on South¬ 
eastern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive and the rest of Southern 
Illinois as well.” 

Cummins noted that SEIEC’s 
power supplier, Southern Illinois 

Power Co-operative, or SIPC, 
had installed a 173-megawatt 
generator near Marion in 1978. 
“That unit contributes to the 
local economy by providing 
jobs,” he said, “and it will be 
able to operate in compliance 
with clean air requirements for 
several years into the future. 
Obviously, however, this one 
unit cannot solve all the area’s 
problems. We commend our 
legislators for their efforts to 
maintain the Illinois coal market 
and protect those jobs.” 

Comparing costs of co-op elec¬ 
tricity with that from neigh¬ 
boring investor-owned utilities, 
or lOUs, Cummins noted that 
IOU customers using 2,000 
kilowatt-hours of electricity 
during summer months paid an 
average of $50.90 more than 
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co-op members paid for the 
same amount of electricity. 

“However,” he continued, 
“low price means little if it’s not 
combined with reliability. In 
1991, we replaced 70 miles 
of primary conductor, and we 
installed monitoring equipment 
on five substations to improve 
the quality of your service and to 
identify problem areas, so we 
can better control costs.” 

He added that the co-op plans 
to add monitoring equipment to 

19 other substations as time 
goes by. 

Knight, president, told his 
audience that the co-op’s work 
crews had extended service to 
some 443 new members, and 
had upgraded services for 230 
existing members. “They also 
replaced 1,650 poles,” he added. 
He noted that the trustees had 
continued to further their educa¬ 
tion about cooperative business 
by attending programs spon¬ 
sored by the National Rural 

Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion. “This enables them to 
make decisions which we hope 
will assure Southeastern’s suc¬ 
cess for many years to come. 
The majority of your trustees 
have completed these courses 
and received certification, and 
the others are nearing the com¬ 
pletion of their certification,” he 
added. 

Ramsey, secretary-treasurer, 
noted that SEIEC’s operating 
revenues for 1991 amounted to 

Clockwise from top right: SEIEC's 
Greg Cruse with grand prize winner 
Mrs. Charles Bradley; Robert W. 
Patton, from the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives, left, 
demonstrates the dangers of 
electricity; The Phelps Brothers 
sing; SEIEC President Victor Knight 
speaks; David Ramsey, secretary- 
treasurer, gives his report; Becky 
Cadle sings; Manager Mick 
Cummins reports; Cruse and 
another grand prize winner, Mrs. 
James Hall, Jr. 
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$34,205,927, as compared to 
$32,200,121 the previous year. 
“Our total operating expenses 
were $31,970,236, or $1,627,549 
more than the year before. Our 
net margins this year came to 
$3,376,611, or $1,223,260 less 

than for 1990. We paid out 
$461,108 in taxes,” he added. 

After the business session 
the board met in reorganiza- 
tional session and elected Webb 
president; Pulliam, vice presi¬ 
dent; and James “Jamie” 

Scherrer of Shawneetown, 
secretary-treasurer. 

Musical entertainment was 
provided by Becky Cadle of 
Marion and the Phelps Brothers, 
an Eldorado gospel quartet. 

Welcome to all 

Welcome new members 
new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family 

in June 1992! 

Bill Atkisson Jr. Larry Scott Page Betty M. Baker Louis D. Rader Dale W. Pierce 

Fred Brownen Bill Schnake Bridget E. Davis Ron Thetford Geo. J. Rolando 

Walter T. Eickelman Stan Higginson Emery's 2-Way Comm Brad Belt Frank Throgmorton 

David Kevin Hunt D.L. Rosendahl Harold D. Goot N. Wayne Maynard William B. Webb 

Roger Marvel Philip Spicer Shirley Hoo Loeffler Lan Webb Joseph C. Frick 

Jimmy D. Owens Thomas F. Crosby Rick Orlandini David Odell Ray K. Harper 

Ella Tullock Jo Ann Benefield Paul Rash Gary Beistle Kenneth Layne 

Barbara Andrews Dale E. Carney Kristie Woodall Mike Downey Cathy Merry 

Deon R. Eaton Donald G. Hagler Thomas S. Huffine David W. Fletcher C&J Newton 

Ivan Miller Jim Lamkin Rosiclare Softball Lg Russell L. Hale Donald R. Pruitt 

Bradley G. Swiger Glen E. Messer Jr. Laura M. Brown Kenneth Mayberry Marsha Stanley 

Brad Melvin Richie Russell Norman R. Cushard Barbara Oxford Matthew Walquist 

Riverside Florist David L. Wallace M.J. Boaz Henry D. Roedl Kenneth E. Witt 

Mary Walden Claunch Eric Bunting Eladio Chatto Jr. MD E. Lynn Hearn Marilyn Glenn 

Neal W. Heflin Ernest E. Heinrich Thomas Hamblin Benjamin Klein Jon W. Jines 

Randy Montgomery Lisa E. Paris Margaret Mansker Mark A. Simonetti Rodney Lingle 

Tom Thompson Jr. Carl E. Abbott Rodger Myrick Thomas B. Buchanan Steven R. Miller 

Tom G. Ashman James K. Powless Brad Stauffer Edward Martin Cusic Wm. J. O'Shea 

Joe D. Darling Richard E. Robinson Lonnie R. Young Darrell R. Davis Angela Robbins 

Evadine Duncan Mike Shawn Williams James Covey Jr. Letha Handy Rachel Thompson 

Phillip A. Gendeman Michael L. Martin James F. Henshaw Renie Johnston Jeri Beth Webb 

Debbie J. Holmes Strictly Hickory Mark W. Smith Cory D. Melvin 

John Moore Anthony W. Marler Lisa Dawn Dawes Mike Murray 

Power Outage 
If you power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are in the 
“ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
panel just below the meter socket If the breaker is in the 
“OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter 
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring appears to 
be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These phone numbers 
are monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to ac¬ 
cept your outage and emergency calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman on weekdays (from 4:30 
p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to report outages 
or emergencies. If you do not receive an answer or if the 
phone is busy, please call 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611 
(COLLECT) to report your outage or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering your 
call the account name and location number as it appears 
on the envelope that contains your billing tickets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Summer’s soaring temperatures 
and winter’s icy days can contribute 
to the early demise of many heating 
and cooling systems. 

There is one system, however, 
that is somewhat immune to Mother 
Nature’s whims. That system is the 
ground water heat pump. Despite 
the constant air temperature fluc¬ 
tuation that we in Southern Illinois 
experience, the ground temperature 
remains moderate the year around, 
and a ground water heat pump takes 
advantage of that constant tem¬ 
perature, resulting in a system that 
is not only more energy efficient, but 
is also more reliable than a com¬ 
parable air-to-air unit. 

The end result is an “ultimate” 
system that is 350 percent efficient 
and will operate for less than any 
natural gas or propane units cur¬ 
rently available. The system is also 
exceptionally quiet, since it has no 
outside air exchanger, and in addi¬ 
tion, can supply up to 60 percent of 
your water heating needs as it cools 
your home. 

Your Cooperative is offering a 

$400 rebate on each installed 
system. If you’ve installed a unit 
since January 1 of this year, or 
intend to do so soon, please contact 
Ray Harbison at 1-800-833-2611 for 
additional information. 
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In the middle of one of his dog training pastures (left) is where Glen likes 
to be. He sold off most of his Hereford herd and put in "varmint wire" 
to make the pastures useful for running dogs. Above, while he has many 
conventional beagles, Glen is trying to get an all-white strain going, too. 

Doggone! It's a beagle farm 
Many people fuss about “the 

dog days of summer,” when 
it’s hot and sultry and nobody 
moves if they can help it. Glen 
Johnston, who lives just north of 
Akin, is in dog days all the time 
— and he enjoys it. He went to 
the dogs — more specifically 
beagles — as a boy and has been 
enthusiastic about them since. 

He has more than a hundred 
of the compact dogs and has a 
lively breeding and training 
business going. He’s working to 
produce a line of white beagles, 
and results so far look promis¬ 
ing. He specializes in registered 
rabbit dogs. When he’s not 
dogging it, he serves as road 
commissioner for Eastern 

Franklin County. 
“I’ve had beagles for about as 

long as I can remember,” he 
says, “and I’ve always been 
crazy about them. When I was a 
kid, we lived over where Rend 
Lake is now. Beagles weren’t all 
that common then, but I got 
hold of a three-quarter beagle — 
the owner said the other quarter 
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was ‘something else,’ and I did 
a lot with that dog.” 

He notes that when he was 
growing up, he would put out 
box traps for rabbits. “I’d take 
one of those little rascals and 
turn him out for the dog to run, 
and when the rabbit was tired, 
I’d catch him and take him 
home. That was supper.” 

In his teens, Glen earned 
spending money by breeding, 
training and selling beagles. 
Like many Southern Illinoisans, 
he had to move north to find a 
good-paying job. He married his 
high school sweetheart, who had 
grown up near Macedonia, and 
they wound up in Chicago 
Heights, where he worked for 
Montgomery Ward. They spent 
17 years there before the pull of 
Southern Illinois got to them, 
and they moved back to do a lit¬ 
tle farming and beagle raising. 
Carolyn also works as a part- 
time mail carrier. 

It turned out that Glen was a 
lot more enthusiastic about dog 
farming than the other kind, so 
he sold off most of his Hereford 
brood cows and fenced in the old 

pasture with varmint enclosure 
wire, turning the two 40-acre 
pastures into a running ground 
for the dogs. 

“In order for our beagles to 
have training in the wild,” Glen 
says, “we rent or lease 250 acres 
for additional running grounds. 
We keep wide paths mowed so 
the dogs and rabbits can be 
viewed. I try to run the beagles 
weekly. “I call my place a 
‘beagle farm’ because I use the 
acreage for training beagles,” he 
says with a chuckle. 

He still uses rabbits to train 
the dogs, but he doesn’t catch 
them in box traps and recycle 
them for supper. Instead, he gets 
domestic rabbits and turns them 
out. While the rabbits add some 
of the needed realism, he says, 
it’s not really the same. 

“Domestic rabbits don’t have 
enough of a scent to enable the 
dogs to catch on to ‘em, so the 
dogs have to work harder. Once 
the rabbits are out in the wilds 
for a while, they pick up an odor, 
and the dogs can get after ‘em 
then,” he says. 

Even so, once a good dog gets 

a whiff of a rabbit, things start 
happening quickly, and a very 
excited dog is often the result. 
And a very excited rabbit 
hunter, too, Glen says. 

It is a fact of life that animals 
kept in close quarters are prone 
to health problems unless care is 
taken to prevent such things, 
and Glen stresses that his opera¬ 
tion is about as clean as you’ll 
find anywhere, and the dogs 
are well taken care of. “All 
our beagles are on a monthly 
routine medication of heart 
worm preventive and wormer. 
The animals are vaccinated with 
a seven-way medication to pre¬ 
vent parvo and distemper. 

“We clean and disinfect our 
pens three times a week,” Glen 
says, “and the concrete under 
them is flushed into a gutter 
which flows into a small sewage 
lagoon. We use Sevin dust 
weekly to control insects such as 
ticks, fleas and mosquitoes.” 

He adds that the dogs and 
their digs are frequently in¬ 
spected by Department of Agri¬ 
culture personnel and AKC 
representatives. 

Glen measures one of his "conventional'' dogs. 
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Welcome new members 
new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family Welcome to all 

in July 1992! 

John Harris 
Tim Anderson 
Glen L. Bishop I 
Michael Carlton 
Michelle Davidson 
Stan Edmister 
Gary Fravel 
Jeff Hargett 
Jerry D. Houseman 
James L. Johnson 
William R. Kaid 
David T. Lyons 
Angela M. McRoy 
Donna J. Mays 
Pamela Jo Mooneyham 
William E. O'Neal 
Robert N. Sanders 
Roberta Dawn Shaw 
Steven L. Shreve 
Debbie Twitty Spicer 
Michele Sturgill 
Charles Vandevord 
Danny R. York Jr. 
Benton Country Club 
Horseshoe Bend Camp 
Andrew J. Becker 
J. Leviner 

Steven H. Frey 
Steve Herren 
James Cox 
Dallas C. Bailey 
Dick A. Brooks 
Alicia Cooper 
Patti Doggett 
John W. Eibeck Jr. 
Dana K. Grace 
David E. Harrison 
Timothy E. Issler 
Donald R. Jones 
Bill Keefer 
Marc P. McClenahan 
John A. Macari 
Gary Melville 
W.D. Newbold 
Charles E. Polk 
Daniel A. Seiock 
Dawn M. Shelton 
Bonnie Leeper Smith 
Edmond M. Staub 
Dennis Summers 
James Wilce 
Deri D. Warren II 
Ray D. Bollinger 
Seaforth Mineral & Ore 

Wes Cain 
Garry Adcock 
David Angelly 
Roy J. Krasselt Jr. 
Daniel W. Adcock 
Steven D. Bailey 
Cathy Brown 
Penny Corso 
Patrick M. Duffee 
Laren W. Evans 
James Scott Hamilton 
Kenny Holloman 
John R. Jackson 
Lola Mae Jones 
Jesse Lukanic 
John McPeak 
James C. Marling Sr. 
Michelle Mitchell 
Paul Nichols 
Darcy D. Roberts 
David E. Shaffer 
Rex Shoot 
Gregory Scott Smith 
Steven L. Stillinger 
Steve M. Terrell 
Gay Williams 
Terri Griffith 

Brushy Creek Coal Co. 
Village of Pittsburg 
Harold W. Sweet 
Dennis Clark 
Danny 0. Harlow 
Bob Lindsay 
Valerie Mason 
David C. Sweetin 
Robbi Williford 
Archie Alexander 
Kyle D. Brockett 
David Cook 
April Dunn 
Vicki C. Jackson 
Clayton E. Kinsey 
Robert W. O'Neal 
Tina Pulliam 
Martin D. Walker 
Clarence W. Wolf 
Carey L. Harbison 
Paula Robbinson 
Charles W. Murphy 
Dan Williams 
Dennis J. Winn 
Violet Allen 
Jeannette P. Bullard 
Ronald K. Daub 

Stephen E. Hanson 
A. Dean Kendall 
Edna R. McConnell 
Daron Pearce 
Jan Schierbaum 
Wampum Co. 
Karen Addison 
Chris D. McDowell 
Timothy L. Simmons 
Howard Lee Rice 
Robert Williams 
Michael Wilson 
Ronnie R. Austin 
Jack Cantrell 
Julie Dodd 
Ronald L. Hart 
Mary R. Kight 
Cecil Melvin 
Dennis Pearce 
Cynthia K. Tennessen 
Ricky R. Wayland 
Rose Marie Cowsert 
Angela Nicol 
Edwin A. Ullrich 

Power Outage 
If you power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are in the 
“ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
panel just below the meter socket. If the breaker is in the 
“OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter 
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring appears to 
be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These phone numbers 
are monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to ac¬ 
cept your outage and emergency calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman on weekdays (from 4:30 
p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to report outages 
or emergencies. If you do not receive an answer or if the 
phone is busy, please call 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611 
(COLLECT) to report your outage or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering your 
call the account name and location number as it appears 
on the envelope that contains your billing tickets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Some 148 years ago, a group of 
weavers opened a shop in Rochdale, 
England. The rules of operation 
these weavers established for them¬ 
selves came to be known as the 
Rochdale Principles, and it is from 
these “Principles” that most present 
day cooperative charters have 
emerged. Some of the most impor¬ 
tant aspects of these principles are: 
1. An open membership to all who 

use the services or products of 
the cooperative. 

2. The concept of one vote per 
member regardless of political or 
economic status. 

3. A not-for-profit operation. 
Rural electric and telephone com¬ 

panies are the businesses most 
commonly recognized for their coop¬ 
erative structure. However, there 
are many others. Land of Lakes 
Dairy Products is a cooperative, as 
is the Western Fuels Association, 
and the more familiar Farm Service 
(FS) Company. 

When President Roosevelt and 
his staff conceived the idea of the 
Rural Electrification Administration 
(REA), it was thought that extending 
power liens into rural America 
would improve the standard of 
living for farmers, as well as relieve 
some of the massive unemployment 
prevalent in 1935. 

Roosevelt recognized it would 
take skilled labor, rarely available at 
that time, to build new power lines 
into the depths of rural America. He 

envisioned that the investor-owned 
Electric Companies would not only 
use their existing employees, but 
would also recruit and train thou¬ 
sands of new employees to accom¬ 
plish the massive project. 

The investor-owned Electric 
Companies, however, showed little 
interest in obtaining funds from the 
Rural Electrification Administration 
either to relieve unemployment, or 
to electrify rural America. 

Rebuked by the lack of interest of 
the Electric Companies, a Rural 
Electrification Act was signed into 
law in 1936, which gave preference 
for financing to non-profit entities 
such as cooperatives, public utility 
districts and municipalities. Never¬ 
theless, funds were also made 
available to Electric Companies 
who would commit to extend their 
facilities into rural areas. However, 
only 25 Electric Companies elected 
to do so. 

There are still several places today 
in Southeastern’s service area 
where an investor-owned Electric 
Company has a power line on one 
side of the road and your Coopera¬ 
tive has a line on the other. In 
general, these conditions exist 
because many years ago the Electric 
Company would not tap its line to 
provide electric service to small 
farmsteads even though loan funds 
were available for that purpose. This 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Spanish architectural style adds to the uniqueness of San Damiano 

Catholic retreat 
and retirement community 

overlooks Ohio River 
A religious retreat and retire¬ 

ment community is opening 
near Rosiclare. A parcel of land 
made up of 178 acres located on 
the bluffs of the Ohio River has 
been purchased for the estab¬ 

lishment of a retreat center of 
San Damiano and Shrine of the 
Good Shepherd, according to 
Mark Migas, administrative 
manager. 

“The facility will be a retreat 

center for use by older people to 
use in private religious and rec¬ 
reation purposes, and will con¬ 
sist of of cottages and a main 
lodge. The lodge will contain 
facilities for various religious 
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functions, meetings and confer¬ 
ences for use by area churches, ” 
he adds. 

The main building is built 
much like old Spanish struc¬ 
tures, and has a fountain and 
statue of Christ the King in front. 
There is a bell tower with a 
fresco, and the structure will 
have an imported tile roof. 

There are three duplexes com¬ 
pleted as well as two fourplexes. 
A coffee shop is open Sunday 
afternoons. Tours of the build¬ 
ing, shrine and grounds are 
available Sunday afternoons, 
too, and there are rooms for rent. 
Persons under 21 years of age 
are not permitted overnight, and 
reservations are necessary. 

‘‘We’re in the process of build¬ 

ing a shrine,” Mark says, ‘‘and 
we have a 24-foot monolith of 
granite with the 23rd Psalm 
engraved on it. We’re going to 
build a 35-foot statue of Christ, 
the Good Shepherd, as funds 
permit. It’s going to be 35-feet 
tall, and when it’s done, it’ll be 
the tallest such statue in North 
America. 

“Right now,” he continues, 
“there’s just a power pole there, 
so people can get an idea of 
how tall it’ll be, and how it’ll be 
visible from the river. People can 
look at it and say, ‘Oh, yeah. 
That’s where it’s going to be, 
and how tall it’ll stand.’ South¬ 
eastern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive donated the pole and put it 
in, and we really appreciate 
that.” 

Mark notes that the religious 
purpose of the retreat is to pro¬ 
vide a place of spiritual renewal 
and to commune with the Lord 
through nature. 

“It is the hope of the Catholic 
Shrine Pilgrimage that this 
facility will be used for formal 
and private spiritual retreats, 
parish retreats, special group 
and non-profit and religious 
organizations’ meetings and 
conferences. We believe all will 
find the use of San Damiano a 
place of spiritual and emotional 
uplifting,” he adds. 

While its primary purpose 
is as a religious retreat, Mark 
emphasizes that San Damiano 
can also serve as a base for 
touring Southeastern Illinois. 
“There are many scenic and 
tourist attractions within just a 
few miles, including Cave-in- 
Rock State Park, Garden of 
the Gods, Old Slave House, 
Shawneetown, Tower Rock, and 
Illinois Iron Furnace. There are 
also Dixon Springs Park, Lake 
Glendale and Pounds Hollow,” 
he adds. 

“People can come here just for 
peace and quiet,” he says, “or 
they may want to join others in 
a lively game of horseshoes, 
lawn bowling, or card playing. 
Or they may just want to watch 
the boats as they go up and 

down the Ohio, or fish the river.” 
Although situated in a rural 

and rustic area, San Damiano is 
close to hospitals, restaurants, 
grocery stores and doctors: most 
are within ten minutes’ drive. 

While situated in the wilds, 
the retreat is not terribly remote, 
nor is it primitive. All cottages 
have individual controls for 

Mark Migas 

heating and air conditioning, 
and all have telephones and 
television. There are decks over¬ 
looking the Ohio. Some have 
handicapped-equipped baths. 
Parking is at each unit. 

“We’re just a two-hour drive 
southeast of Belleville, of an 
hour north of Paducah,” Mark 
says, “and we offer a clean, 
peaceful and safe place to relax 
and get away.” 

San Damiano is located 25 
miles south of Harrisburg, and 
two miles south of the intersec¬ 
tion of Routes 146 and 34. An 
all-weather blacktop road leads 
to the Pope-Hardin County line 
and to the entrance to San 
Damiano. 

For more information, contact 
the facility at Rt. 1, Box 106, 
Golconda, IL 62938, or (618) 
285-3507. 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
situation serves as a reminder 
that your Cooperative was 
available for you fifty years ago. 

we’re available today, and we So if you’re building some- 
will be available tomorrow to thing new or remodeling, give us 
provide all of your electrical ser- a call and remember, we will 
vice requirements. keep the lights on for you! 

Welcome new members 
new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family Welcome to all 

in August 1992! 

Scott A. Blatter 
Allan D. Leonard 
Gaston A. Sailliez 
Bill J. Eisenhauer Jr. 
Ranson L. Holderman 
Rickey V. Key 
Richard Sexton 
James M. Melvin 
Mark Fausett 
Steven S. Browning 
Michael R. McGee 
Bill Morgan 
Raymond Swift 
Sherry Walker 
Leslie Chester 
Russell Davis 
Brett Horton 
Danny C. Little 
Timothy W. Rose 
Shannon Baugher 
Gary McCoy 
Dennis Mohr 
William J. Watson 
Stacy Ballhagen 
James B. Boucherie 
Gerald Goines 
Ivan E. Keith 
Steve Quertermous 
Robert D. Vaughn 

Carolyn S. Hall 
Paul Rametta 
Jerry W. Davis 
Anthony Fazzolare 
Lisa L. Jansco 
Mark C. Norris 
James H. Bright 
Robert L. Stein 
Anita S. Abernathy 
Pat Fletcher 
John R. Malone 
Leroy O'Steen 
Mary Thirlaway 
Todd Washer 
Kenneth Clark 
Kathy C. Dixon 
Darrel W. Hungate 
Eric Messmer 
Timothy L. Varble Sr. 
Tony R. Byford 
Dena A. Miles 
Pirate's Cove 
Rex D. Wemmer 
Michael L. Baysinger 
Sara L. Duffy 
Ronald C. Hain Sr. 
Larry D. Mason 
Frank J. Slivinski 
Henry K. Vaughn 

Cathy Hatton 
Ron Rumsey 
James R. Duncan 
Rickie Hobbs 
M. Jihan 
Mark Phemister 
Mary Lou Craig 
D.J. Williams 
Wayne Boaz 
Charles Gum 
Harry C. Marshall 
Jeffrey A. Olkoski 
Joyce Timmerman 
Mark Zimmerman 
Mike Conner 
Dennis C. Dortch 
Don Jenkins 
Roy Riddle 
Janis Smith 
Gloria J. Drake 
Tina R. Miles 
Bennie Wayne Walker 
Brian Abbott 
Linda L. Boner 
Frank Farris 
Donald C. Hunter 
Keith Oxford 
Fred Smith 
Gregory A. Williams 

Lisa Williams 
Charles E. Crider Jr. 
Robert Hinson 
Dan Pingsterhaus 
Donald M. Badgley 
George Berlin Jr. 
Daniel P. Conway 
Charles W. Evans Jr. 
Joseph D. Goolsby 
Lisa L. Isom 
William R. Link 
(Dr.) Roger Pine 
Wallace M. Reams 
Martin A. Troutt 
John W. Wells 
Kevin S. Zwick 
Chris Dial 
Dan Lamar 
Robin Winchester 
James L. Ellis 
Mike Keltner 
Victor Randolph 
Jason Bailey 
Robert Berman 
Lewie M. Dodd Sr. 
Kenneth D. Gaddis Jr. 
Stacey Hall 
Jason W. Lee 
James D. Long 

Barbara J. Potts 
Theresa Robertson 
Charles W. Vaughan 
Michael Whittington 
Allison B. Abell 
Rachel V. Houchins 
Scott McKenzie 
James Corrie 
Dean Evans 
Billy W. Barnett 
Wm. R. Stevens 
Cord Barger 
Ronald J. Carmen 
Jerry D. Durham 
Virgil J. Gaidelis 
Kelly Hance 
Mark W. Lewis 
Arthur M. McDermott 
Junetta K. Ray 
Chuck S. Tippy 
Kirk D. Wallace 
Collen Williams 
Scott Darnell 
Ray Huelsmann 
Anita L. Kelley 

Power Outage 
If you power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are in the 
“ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
panel just below the meter socket If the breaker is in the 
“OFF’ position, check all of your wiring from the meter 
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring appears to 
be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These phone numbers 
are monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to ac¬ 
cept your outage and emergency calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman on weekdays (from 4:30 
p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to report outages 
or emergencies. If you do not receive an answer or if the 
phone is busy, please call 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611 
(COULECT) to report your outage or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering your 
call the account name and location number as it appears 
on the envelope that contains your billing tickets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Your Cooperative has elected to 
participate in the state-funded Low 
Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP). This program is 
designed to aid low-income, elderly, 
and handicapped households to pay 
for winter heating costs. In addition 
to the above-mentioned categories, 
the program in some instances may 
help members whose power has 
been disconnected due to their 
inability to pay. 

The program, which is effective 
this fall, offers utility bill assistance 
to members who meet specific 
income, age or disability guidelines 
as follows: 

Number of persons 
living in household 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

Gross income for 30 days 
prior to application date 

$ 625 
843 

1,061 
1,279 
1,497 
1,715 
1,933 
2,151 

To apply for the program, you 
must provide proof of all income for 
the past 30 days, have social se¬ 

curity numbers for all household 
members, and have current utility 
bills or rent receipts if utilities are 
included in your rental cost. If 
you are currently receiving Aid to 
Families with Dependent Children, 
you will be required to provide 
your medical eligibility card in 
addition to the above mentioned 
information. 

Members who feel that they may 
be eligible for this program should 
contact their area agency. 

For Saline, Hamilton and Gallatin 
counties, the agency is: Wabash 
Area Development, Inc., 100 North 
Latham Street, Enfield, IL 62835, 
Phone: 618/963-2387. 

For Franklin, Williamson and 
Jefferson counties, the agency is: 
Volunteer Services, Inc., 2309 West 
Main Street, Marion, IL 62959, 
Phone: 618/997-4371. 

For Pope, Hardin, Johnson and 
Massac counties, the agency is: 
Shawnee Development Council, 
Inc., P.O. Box 298, Karnak, IL 
62956, Phone: 618/634-2281. 
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This shows many of the potentially hazardous electrical situations portrayed in the exhibit. At far left, a boy 
climbing a tree may well get a lethal he shock, while a woman just below him on the roof of the house may 
get her television antenna into the wires. The man in the tractor in the background has maneuvered an auger 
into a power line. As long as he stays inside the tractor cab, he is probably fairly safe, insulated by the tractor's 
tires. However, the person rushing to his aid is in danger by touching the tractor. The backhoe operator could 
well get into an underground line or the overhead line as well. The man carrying the ladder in the foreground 
is headed for trouble, and so is the girl going to the aid of the driver of the small truck, which has hit a pole 
and become energized when a line fell on it. A little girl climbing into the substation is obscured, and so are 
a couple of "disasters-in-the-making" inside the house. The display points out all these hazards and more. 

4,000 see electrical safety exhibit c 
A child climbs a utility pole, 

another scales the fence of an 
electrical substation. A girl sits 
in a bathtub drying her hair 
with a blow dryer. A farmer has 

a grain auger in a 7,200-volt 
power line, and his daughter 
runs up to warn him. A car 
careens into a pole and is ener¬ 
gized. A man working with a 
television antenna loses control 

of it, and a backhoe digs into an 
underground power line. 

All these scenarios and more 
are depicted in what almost has 
to be the most dangerous seven 

square feet anywhere. 
Seven square feet? 
That’s right. It’s a model, 

and all the people who are “in 
harm’s way” are also models. 
It’s a good thing. The reason so 
many people are exposed to 
danger is to show others how to 
avoid trouble by treating elec¬ 
tricity with respect. 

Some 4,000 school children 

were able to see what happens 
when electricity is misused, 
during the Illinois Conservation 
Fair held October 6-9 and 13-15 
at the State Fairgrounds in 

DuQuoin. 
Five Southern Illinois electric 

cooperatives, including South¬ 
eastern, took part in the safety 
demonstration, by providing one 
of some 30 “stations” children 
from seven counties were able to 
visit. Many of the other exhibits 
related to soil and water conser¬ 
vation, notes Margaret Fertaly, 
resource conservationist for the 
Perry County Soil and Water 
Conservation District, who was 

one of many resource people 
involved. 

“The state requires that 
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Students from Judy Arnold's fifth grade class at Marion's Longfellow 
School watch as Royce Carter explains the dangers of carelessness 
around electricity. 

Carter, manager of marketing and member services for Wayne-White 
Counties Electric Cooperative, Fairfield, discusses electrical safety with 
seventh graders from Pam Eaton's and Rockne Berg's classes, from 
Pinckneyville's District 204. In all, some 4,000 kids saw the display, put 
on by five southern Illinois Electric cooperatives. 

Ray Harbison, manager of member 
services and industrial develop¬ 
ment for SEIEC, takes a turn at the 
display. 

ing Conservation Fair activities 
children have eight hours of con¬ 
servation instruction,” she says, 
“and this activity is recognized 
as fulfilling that requirement, so 
a lot of teachers bring their 
classes here for that purpose. It’s 
a good opportunity to expose a 
lot of young people to conserva¬ 
tion in an efficient way.” 

There are stations — usually 
about 30 on any given day — set 
up around the fairgrounds, and 
some 30 minutes are allocated at 
each one, with groups moving 
through the process in a fairly 
efficient manner. 

While it may seem a little out 
of place to have an electrical 
exhibit at a conservation fair, it 
makes a great deal of sense to 
Southeastern. Since the fair is 
geared to children in the kinder¬ 
garten through eighth grade 
groups, it provides an ideal 
opportunity to reach young peo¬ 
ple who are old enough to under¬ 
stand the message, and who are 
perhaps getting old enough that 
they may be tempted to climb 
a power pole or get into a 
substation. 

The display is graphic enough 

to give strong second thoughts 
to such youths. It is energized 
with low-voltage electricity that 
comes in through a transformer, 
and it is roped off with warning 
signs. A presenter uses a dry, 
wooden stick to move the 
“victims” into contact with elec¬ 
tricity, to show what can happen 
when people and electricity mix. 
There is a fat, blue arc and a 
burning odor. The audience is 
warned that electricity is always 
seeking a way to get to ground, 
and when it goes through a 
human body to get there, it often 
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does great harm. 
The presenter points out that 

electricity is powerful stuff, 
that it has been referred to as 
“controlled lightning,” and the 
fact that it can do a lot of good 
work is proof that it can also do 
a lot of damage. “The secret,” he 
concludes, “is to keep it under 

control. Properly controlled 
and contained, it’s a powerful 
servant. Out of control, it’s 
potentially lethal.” 

Resource people came from a 
mixture of government agencies 
and volunteers, Fertaly notes, 
and they represented Jackson, 
Franklin, Perry, Williamson, 

Washington, Jefferson and 
Randolph counties. 

Other electric cooperatives 
taking part were Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative, 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association, Wayne-White Coun¬ 
ties Electric Cooperative and Tri- 
County Electric Cooperative. 

New members 
Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family 

in September 1992! 

Renee Smith Norbert Gersitz Jeffrey S. Nix D.W. Bailey Daniel L. Field 
Cheryl Blum Richard Hankins Connie S. Pipkins John R. Benner Stephen G. Haney 
Roy A. Brown Sally L. Holman Douglas Tanner Cindy Bowers Mike Holland 
Ronald L. Crawford Carmel Jent Andrew Williams C Mills Amish Menn Ch Larry Humphries 
Evan Evans Stephen Maier Michael Shank Jerry A. England Barbara R. Larue 
Norman Grant Richard K. Pegg Robert L. Aaron Robby E. Galyean David M. Mitchell Jr. 
Jeffrey R. Jones G.L. Russell Jr. Kris Belcher Jerry Hutto Arnold M. Stevens 
Lighthouse Tabernacle Steven Szczeblewski Elizabeth A. Black Robert Leffingwell Tim Stafford 

Paul W. Miller William West De Ann Conkle Chad Menees Albert L. Walker 
Pearl Newcombe Billy J. Agin Jr. Bruce Droit Robert R. Myers Julia A. Furlong 
William F. Palmer Tracey Agnew Vicki Hans Dale Norris Richard F. Berry 
Paul Robinson Kevin P. Boulds Christopher Head Larry Richardson Robert Allen Gibbs 
Frank L. Wilkie Jr. Marvin E. Caraker Treva Howell Glenn E. Walker Kenneth Souders 

Judy Couey Thomas Ehrstein Timothy Roy Jones Angel Zito Bill R. Short 

Thomas L. Wozniak James S. Frankenfield Clarence Mayabb James Ward Gregory A. Jeralds 

Nancy K. Beaty Lucinda Jo Halleran Danny J. Ren Joe Arview II Travis W. Stewart 

James L. Bishop Jr. Judy Kincaid Dianne E. Solomon James Benard R. Scott Levant! 

Robert H. Combs Michelle McDermott Bryan Taylor Marlon D. Brown Kenneth Hongoltz 

Herman Derossett Clinton Mondy Tam Winkler-Reynolds Donald V. Cutsinger 

Power Outage 
If you power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are in the 
“ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
panel just below the meter socket If the breaker is in the 
“OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter 
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring appears to 
be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These phone numbers 
are monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to ac¬ 
cept your outage and emergency calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman on weekdays (from 4:30 
p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to report outages 
or emergencies. If you do not receive an answer or if the 
phone is busy, please call 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611 
(COLLECT) to report your outage or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering your 
call the account name and location number as it appears 
on the envelope that contains your billing tickets. 

1-800-833-2611 

12d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/November 1992 



co 

™E SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

The national debt was one of the 
most discussed topics in the recent 
presidential debates. This debt 
which first reached the trillion dollar 
level in 1981 has since ballooned to 
almost four trillion dollars, and 
some economists feel it will ap¬ 
proach $15 trillion or more by the 
year 2000. Although there have 
been several attempts by the federal 
government to “hog tie” this mon¬ 
ster, nothing to date has been 
successful. A tax increase was 
attempted, but the end result was a 
situation in which $168 was spent 
for each $100 of new taxes collected. 

We now have a federal govern¬ 
ment which spends $3,250,000 
a minute around the clock and 
is paying almost 200 billion dollars 
a year in interest payments. A 
recent Washington Post article said 
that each American family’s share 
of the national debt is $65,000. 
This article added perspective by 
stating, “Every family today is 
making payments on an imaginary 
home that it will never enter . . . 
only the mortgage is real.” Another 
way to view the debt would be to 
imagine a wallet full of one thousand 
bills. Such a wallet would have 
to be 250 miles thick to hold four 

trillion dollars! 
Where did we go wrong? Some 

blame the $100 billion Vietnam 
War, others blame the social pro¬ 
grams of the sixties, and many 
blame the combination of the two. 

Certainly the loss of self-confidence 
in our own ability to produce the 
best quality products in the world 
has had a devastating effect on our 
economy; the end result being 
industries which have long since 
shut their doors and eroded our tax 
base. For years each political party 
has blamed the other’s actions for 
the problem; however, if America is 
to remain economically viable and 
regain her position as the world’s 
leading industrial nation, the time 
has come for the blaming to stop 
and the corrective actions to begin. 

Conquering the debt is critical to 
the revitalization of rural, as well as 
urban America. It is also critical for 
the future welfare of our children. As 
a nation, we can no longer afford to 
engage in economic shortsighted¬ 
ness. Failure to address the national 
debt problem will result in a con¬ 
tinual erosion of life style for our 
generation, and will force our chil¬ 
dren and grandchildren to bear our 
debt burden. 
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No-till 
forces switch to 

flint knapping 
The unlikely combination of 

no-till farming and the prolifera¬ 
tion of artifact collectors turned 
John Mondino into a flint 
knapper. The rural Mulkeytown 
resident notes that he was pretty 
content with walking freshly 
plowed fields and picking up 
artifacts, but when many area 
farmers switched over to no-till 
or low-till farming practices, he 
was no longer able to pursue his 
hobby. 

“Since farmers don’t plow as 
deep with no-till,” he explains, 
“they don’t turn up as many 
artifacts as they used to, so they 
got harder and harder to find. 
With more and more people 
getting interested, artifacts got 
really scarce.” 

There’s more to it than that, 
though. His curiosity got the 
best of him. “I decided that if I 
couldn’t find any points, I could 
try to make them. I wanted to 
see if I could do as good a job as 
prehistoric man had done.” 

With that in mind, he set 
out — some 20 years ago — to 
get into flint knapping. It was a 
humbling experience. “I had to 
learn by trial and error,” he 
says, “and my first 10 years 
were really disappointing. Then 
I got some instruction and 
criticism, and things started 
looking up. I’ve been pretty well 
satisfied with my efforts since 
then, but while I was learning, I 
developed a healthy respect for 
the toolmakers who made all 
those points I’d found over the 
years.” 

He returned recently from 
a “knap-in” in Fairview Heights, 
where he worked with students 
and other knappers. “There 

are meetings pretty much all 
over the country,” he says, 
“where ‘rock beaters’ get to¬ 
gether and have swap meets 
and instructional get-togethers. 
I really enjoy that kind of ac¬ 
tivity, and it gives me an op¬ 
portunity to sell some of the 
flint I’ve collected and the tools 
I make, too. I used to sell points 
and blades and so on, but now 
I’ve gotten to where I sell tools 
and supplies.” 

He adds that there is still a 
lively market for points and 
knives at pioneer get-togethers 
and such activities, which have 
become quite popular over the 
last several years. 

“I have a good line of ancient 
tools,” he says, “mostly made 
from deer antlers. I also make 
contemporary tools. I make a 
percussion flaker out of alumi¬ 
num with a rounded copper 
point that does a good job of con¬ 
centrating the weight at the tip, 
where it’s needed. I have a pres¬ 
sure flaker, too, that’s used to 
flake off tiny pieces after the 
piece that’s being worked on has 
its preliminary shape. I also have 
reproductions of ancient ones, 
which were made out of antler 
tines or bone.” 

He has flint from virtually all 
over the U.S., and has some 
that’s been thermally treated. It 
seems that flint works better 
after it’s been heated, so he 
bought a kiln. “I start the stone 
heating and increase the tem¬ 
perature about 100 degrees at a 
time, until I get it up to 500-650 
degrees,” he adds, “then I let it 
cook for an hour or two. You can 
tell the difference when you 
break open the stone and look at 

it. The heated stone has an oily 
sheen to it that the raw stuff 
doesn’t have.” 

The heating technique is not a 
new one by any means; stones 
were being heated in cooking 
fires thousands of years ago. 
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The kiln makes things a little 
simpler. John has another 
modern piece of equipment that 
an ancient flint knapper might 
well have envied, too: a rock 
saw. “It’s better because it saves 
material,” he says. “If you take 
a stone the size of a big grape¬ 
fruit and break it open, you’ll do 
well to get two points out of it. 
Cut it open with a saw, and you 
can get four, and maybe five. It’s 
a good way to economize on 
material costs.” 

John, who remembers the 
frustration of trying to learn 
without instruction, now teaches 
flint knapping to those who are 
interested in learning. “It’s fairly 

simple,” he says, “and you can 
learn the basics in a couple of 
hours, if you have an instructor. 
Then you just need a couple of 
tons of rock to work on —you 
make pieces and make some 
more, and take them back to 
your instructor for criticism. 
Depending on your enthusiasm 
and dexterity and a lot of other 
factors, you can be making some 
pretty good points in a couple of 
years. And things are easier now 
than when I started. There are 
some pretty good books on the 
market.” 

He notes that a student can 
speed up the learning process, 
and improve his techniques 

quicker, by attending knap-ins 
and learning from different 
people. 

“I have my own techniques 
and my own way of working, 
and so does everyone else. 
Sometimes a beginner can get 
the basics from one person, then 
learn his own style from some¬ 
body else, who does things just 
a little differently. That’s part of 
what makes flint knapping such 
a fascinating hobby. I think 
we’ll see more people getting 
interested as the pastime be¬ 
comes more well known, and as 
artifacts get harder to find. 

“Even so, it’s an interesting 
hobby in its own right.” 

ohn, who jokingly refers to flint knappers as 
'rock beaters,” makes some gravel. 

John displays one of the flint blades he made and hafted with an 
antler section, just as prehistoric man did. 
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New members of your cooperative 
Welcome to all new SEIEC members who officially became a part of the cooperative family 

in October 1992! 

Sam V. Aikman 
Richard Cochran 
Sam Dixon 
Randy Hewlett 
Hattie Ferr McDaniel 
John Ragsdale 
Tarri R. Yarber 
Richard C. Eickelmann 
Donna J. Graziano 
Peggy Jenkins 
Ronald W. Murphy 
Doris J. Whitaker 
Eloda Fisher 
Brian C. Small 
Adrian Bowers 
Trevor Julian 
John J. Scherrer 
Rodney Allen 
David Booker 
Mark Deangelo 
Sheila F. Hunt 
Dorothy Lovell 
Don N. Olano 
Charles H. Riley 
Robin S. Seets 

Ora A. Thomas 
Boyd L. Williams 
M. Marilee Luckett 
Rick Stiller 
Dolores G. Brown 
Terry L. Conner 
Ralph R. Frampton 
Bryan Ledford 
G.D. Meiners 
Ernest Somerfield 
Cindy A. Derousse 
Tanya R. Feltz 
Jean A. Holliday 
N. J. Lindsey Jr. 
Phillip Norton 
Charles M. Colyer 
Bruce Herman 
Sheila R. Thompson 
Joseph A. Cox 
Richard Kinneman 
Catherine J. Meeks 
Rebecca E. Banker 
Robert Bradley 
Bobby Deppen 
Margaret A. Joiner 

Linda L. Martens 
David Oxford 
Randy B. Rogers 
Walter L. Sipple Jr. 
Robert Thompson 
Joe E. Witterman 
Michael L. Grant 
Lee J.C. Joy 
Kenneth Blankenship 
Stacy Craig 
Lyndell Haney 
Audrey Lynn 
Joseph W. Morgan 
Mary A. Wilson 
Chad Donna 
Charlotte J. Goines 
Ned Jeffords 
Timothy J. Morris 
Ronald Studer 
Jim Davidson 
William A. Lively 
Stanley R. Voile 
Robert Wemmer 
Cathy J. Raymer 
James Cauthron 

Harley Bone 
C. Robin Cornelius 
Norman Haudrich 
Lary Larsen 
Cynthia L. Nicholson 
Lola E. Resher 
Joe D. Samford 
Greg Tarrant 
J.D. West 
Stephen K. Young 
Michael Lindle 
Bill Lawson 
Kenneth P. Weber 
Cave In Rock Flowers 
Mike Elko 
Everett L. Hilliard 
Fereby M. Lyles 
Beth A. Pate 
Linda L. Stofan 
Kevin W. Warren 
Marie A. Delaney 
Patrick McCloskey 
Kim Worley 
Charles N. Wenzel 
Edmon Butler 

Robert L. Cooper 
Ronald Gentry 
Mike Isaacs 
Jerry L. Mathis 
Anthony T. Raes 
Gordon C. Tennant 
Dave Williams 
Ronnie Elliott 
Richard E. Ridgeway 
Dana M. Rider 
Pat Carlile 
Jeff Dawson 
Christopher Griffin 
Darren Shawn King 
Ronald G. Paranto 
Richard C. Robinson 
Tim G. Wallace 
J.L. Wood 
Joseph D. Keefer 
Linda Sourbis 
Jill Roberts 

Power Outage 
If you power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are in the 
“ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker 
panel just below the meter socket If the breaker is in the 
“OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter 
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring appears to 
be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611. These phone numbers 
are monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to ac¬ 
cept your outage and emergency calls. 

5. In the event that you are unable to contact the 
Cooperative at either of the above numbers, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman on weekdays (from 4:30 
p.m. through 7:30 a.m.) or on weekends to report outages 
or emergencies. If you do not receive an answer or if the 
phone is busy, please call 1-800-833-2611 or 273-2611 
(COLLECT) to report your outage or emergency situation. 

6. Please be prepared to give the party answering your 
call the account name and location number as it appears 
on the envelope that contains your billing tickets. 

1-800-833-2611 
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