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Participants in the 1991 tour with Senator Alan Dixon. 

"Youth to Washington" Essay Contest 
Each June more than 1,200 high 

school juniors and seniors travel to 

Washington, D.C., to participate in 
the Rural Electric Youth Tour. 
During the week, they learn about 
Washington, D.C., government, 
cooperatives and rural electrifica¬ 
tion. The students are selected and 
sponsored by their local rural elec¬ 
tric cooperatives. The Youth Tour 
is coordinated by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion (NRECA). 

The board of directors of 
Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive has sponsored a “Youth to 
Washington” essay contest since 

1965. Twelve finalists visit Springfield 
in April, and two grand prize win¬ 
ners win week-long, expense-paid 
visits to Washington, D.C., in June. 

The program grew out of a sug¬ 

gestion in 1957 by then-Senator 
Lyndon B. Johnson, who urged 
“sending youngsters to the national 
capital where they can actually 
see what the flag stands for and 
represents.” Later he would greet 
the students as President of the 
United States. 

The finalists will visit Springfield 
April 29 for “Illinois Rural Electric 
and Telephone Youth Day.” Plans 
are to meet legislators and tour 
the State Capitol complex in the 
morning. During the afternoon 
the students will tour the sites of 
Springfield. 

Then, in June, students from 38 
states will meet and visit with the 
members of the Illinois Congres¬ 
sional delegation, visit the White 
House, tour the city’s historical 
monuments, attend educational 

seminars and get to know students 
from other parts of the country. 

If you attend a high school in the 
area served by Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative (Anna- 
Jonesboro, Century, Cobden, 
Dongola, Egyptian, Goreville, 
Joppa, Meridian, Metropolis, 
Shawnee or Vienna high schools), 
you can win a trip to Washington, 
D.C., June 12-19, on the Rural 
Electric Youth Tour. 

Students are encouraged to enter 
the essay contest. The title for this 
year’s competition is “Cooperatives: 
Building A Better America.” A rep¬ 
resentative of the Cooperative is 
visiting area schools duringjanuary 
and February to explain the contest. 

Start making plans now to enter 
the essay contest. You will be glad 
that you did. 
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Area phone outage information 

Whom to call-numbers to call- 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.4:00 pjn., Monday through Friday 

Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 

Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during 

regular office hours. This is Monday 

through Friday between the hours of 

8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

Call Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 

or Ken Corzine 827-4202 Dongola 

or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 

or *Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 

or *Robin Ramage 524-3516 Metropolis 

or *Larry Keller 524-3518 Metropolis 

*Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are utility 

servicemen. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there might not be 

anyone at home to answer their phone. 
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Senator Alan Dixon talks with the group 



From left: SIEC representatives Amy Fisher, Sherri Hartline, 
U.S. Rep. Glenn Poshard, Randy Hite, and Tara Yancey, 
Miss Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. 

If you do not receive information at 
your school, please note the contest 
rules and the entry form included in 
this issue. For further information, call 
1-800-762-1400. 

Park. 

the 1992 Youth Tour 

monies at the Tomb of the Unknowns Tara Yancey with two other Illinois students. 
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Youth to Washington Contest Rules 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

Dongola, Illinois 62926 

1. Who may enter contest: 
Any high school student (except members of immediate family of any board member or employee of 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative) in the 11th year (junior) enrolled in any high school in the area 
served by this Cooperative. 

2. Basis of selecting contestants: 
Contestants will be selected by writing an essay of not less than 600 words and not exceeding 1,000 

words, entitled: 
“COOPERATIVES BUILDING A BETTER AMERICA” 

3. Form of entry: 
Essay should be typed, on 8V2 by 11" paper, double-spaced, one side only. 

4. Mailing entry blanks: 
Entry blanks must be postmarked or received in the office of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, 

Dongola, Illinois 62926, not later than March 2, 1992. 

5. Mailing essays: 
Essays must be postmarked or received in the office of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative by March 

16, 1992. 

6. Judging: 
No less than three judges will be used to score the written essays. We feel that Cooperative personnel 

should act as advisers to the judges on accuracy of facts. All identification is removed from the essays 
prior to the judging. 

Judging must be completed by April 1, 1992. The following point system will be used: 
Student’s knowledge of the subject 50% 
Originality of paper  25% 
Composition (Organization, word choice, spell) 25% 

Contestants are not to be present for judging. 

High school juniors! 
“Youth-to-Washington” Essay Contest 

“Cooperatives: Building A Better America” 

I would like to enter the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative essay contest. 
Please furnish the research materials to: 

Signature    

Mailing address    

Mail to: Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 100, Dongola, IL 62926. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
j 

Office closing 
The SIEC office will be closed Wednesday, February 12, to honor Abraham Lincoln, 

and on Monday, February 17, to honor George Washington. 
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SI EC provides satellite TV equipment 
to Goreville Community High School 

Goreville Community High School 

The board of directors of 
Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive unanimously approved installa¬ 
tion of a satellite system at Goreville 
Community High School. Hamilton 
County Telephone Cooperative 
installed the 10-foot aluminum 
mesh dish, receiver and descram¬ 
bler in January. 

In 1988, SIEC provided complete 
satellite systems to Egyptian, 
Vienna, Joppa, Massac, Century, 
Meridian, Anna-Jonesboro and 
Dongola high schools. Shawnee 
College and the Regional Alter¬ 
native Programs facility also re¬ 
ceived complete satellite systems. 
The Goreville school was contacted, 
but declined the satellite system at 
that time. 

SIEC personnel visited Goreville 
recently and learned that the school 
was very interested in having 
a unit installed if one was still 
available. 

The system includes a 10-foot 
black aluminum mesh dish capable 
of receiving both C and Ku band 
broadcasts from satellites orbiting 
the earth 23,200 miles in space. 
In addition, a remote control 
IRD (receiver with built-in descram¬ 
bler) and a dish actuator were 
installed. 

Achievements in satellite tech¬ 
nology hold great promise as a 
mechanism for curriculum en¬ 
hancement in small rural schools. 
The need for offering broad and 
varied curriculum is one of the 

most frequent concerns of these 
schools. Hamilton County Tele¬ 
phone Cooperative also offers 
Rural TV program packages that 

have educational value. 
SIEC is happy to make this new* 

technology available to students in 
our service area. 

Notice 
To report outages during regular office hours, you must call 

1-800-762-1400 or 827-3555. Do not call Massac County linemen at 
their private residences during regular office hours. 

To report outages after hours, on weekends or on holidays, use 
the emergency numbers published for your convenience. Once 
the outage has been reported, linemen will be away from their 
telephones and therefore unable to answer additional calls. 

Please call the Dongola emergency numbers if you cannot reach 
your area linemen. 
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Area phone outage information 

Whom to call—numbers to call— 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.4:00 pjn., Monday through Friday 

Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 

1 800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 

Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during 

regular office hours. This is Monday 

through Friday between the hours of 

8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

Call Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 

or Ken Corzine 827-4202 Dongola 

or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 

or #Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 

or *RobinRamage 524-3516 Metropolis 

or Harry Keller 524-3518 Metropolis 

*Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are utility 

servicemen. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there might not be 

anyone at home to answer their phone. 

Attention, ATV's and snowmobilers: 

Guy wires on utility poles can be 
hard to spot as you speed across 
the countryside. When skimming 
over the landscape, be alert for 
obstacles such as trees, fences, 
other snowmobilers and utility pole 
guy wires. 

Keep alert, because these guys 
can hurt you. 
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Larry Lingle Dare Aden 

iMI 

Robin Ramage Sam Rider 

Linemen attend electric meter school 
During the month of January, 

SIEC linemen, from left, Larry 
Lingle, Dare Aden, Robin Ramage, 
and Sam Rider attended electric 
meter school at the lab facilities 
of Electric Laboratories & Sales 
Corporation in Mattoon. 

The meter school is offered to 

employees of electric cooperatives 
and municipals. Information on 
types and designs of meters, register 
ratios and multipliers, electronic 
metering, sockets and meter ap¬ 
plications, primary and padmount 
metering, and reactive metering 
were topics on the agenda. 

The electric meter is a highly 
calibrated and accurate device. 
Few commodities are measured as 
accurately. Linemen attending this 
type of school are better prepared 
to provide quality service to coop¬ 
erative members. 

Dirty humidifiers may cause health problems 
Consumers should be alert to 

possible health hazards resulting 
from dirty room humidifiers, 
according to the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission (CPSC). 
The CPSC has found that bacteria 
and fungi often grow in the tanks 
of portable and console room 
humidifiers and can be released 
in the mist. Breathing dirty mist 
may cause lung problems ranging 
from flu-like symptoms to serious 
infection. This information is of 
special concern to allergy or asthma 
suffers whose symptoms may be 
increased. 

Film or scum appearing on the 
water surface, on the sides or bot¬ 
tom of the tank, or on exposed 
motor parts may indicate that the 
humidifier tank contains bacteria 

or fungi. A crusty deposit or scale 
may also form with the tank or on 
parts in the water. This scale is com¬ 
posed of minerals that have settled 
out of the water creating a surface 
on which bacteria or fungi may 
grow. 

Minerals can also be released in 
the mist and settle as fine white 

dust. This white dust may contain 
particles that are small enough to 
enter the lungs. The health effects 
from inhaling this humidifier dust 
are not clear; any impact on human 
health will depend upon the types 
and amounts of minerals found in 
the water used. 

To reduce the possibility of 
health hazards from dirty room 
humidifiers, the staff of the CPSC 
recommends that you take the 
following precautions: 

• Do not allow film and scale to 
develop in your humidifier. If 
possible, change the water in your 
room humidifier daily. Empty the 
tank before you fill it. If the tank 
is not removable, clean it often 
according to manufacturer’s 
instructions. 

• Use distilled or demineralized 
water in your room humidifier to 
reduce the buildup of scale and the 
release of dust; tap water contains 
more minerals. Use demineraliza¬ 
tion cartridges or filters if supplied 
or recommended for use with your 
humidifier. 

• Drain and clean the tank of 

your room humidifier before you 
store it. Clean it after summer 
storage. Remove dust on the outside 
of your unit. 

• Clean your room humidifier 
well and often during the heating 
season. Be sure to unplug the 
humidifier before cleaning. Fol¬ 
lowing the manufacturer’s sug¬ 
gested cleaning methods. If chlorine 
bleach or other cleaning product or 
disinfectant is used, make sure 
to rinse the tank well to avoid 
breathing harmful chemicals. Use a 
brush or other scrubber to clean the 
tank. Be careful not to damage the 
motor or to scratch the inner sur¬ 
face. Clean or replace sponge filters 
or belts when needed. 

• Maintain the relative humidity 
in your home between 30 and 50 
percent if possible. Humidity levels 
above 60 percent may allow mois¬ 
ture to build up indoors and con¬ 
dense on surfaces, where bacteria 
and fungi can settle and grow. You 
can measure humidity with an 
instrument called a hygrometer, 
available at your local hardware 
store. 
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Change in wildfire protection responsibilities 
Protection of private lands from the destruction 

caused by wildfire is taking a positive course, according 
to representatives of the Illinois Department of Con¬ 
servation and the Shawnee National Forest. For many 
years these two agencies, under a cooperative agree¬ 
ment and with the assistance of local fire departments, 
protected much of the private land from destructive 
wildfire within the 11 county area of the Shawnee 
National Forest. Local fire departments, with the 
assistance of the Conservation Department, are now 
protecting these private lands. 

Conservation director Brent Manning said one 
reason for the change is that funding for the program 
has been greatly reduced. “However, and more impor¬ 
tantly, through the efforts of local rural fire depart¬ 
ments, these organizations are very capable in the 
protection of the natural resources in their area,” 
Manning said. 

“We believe the state can work effectively with the 
local rural fire departments, fire protection districts 
and the Forest Service, even with our limited resources, 
to ensure that wildfire protection does not suffer. We 
now have memorandums of understanding with the 
majority of the rural fire departments in this area,” 
Manning said. “In addition, through such programs as 
the Rural Community Fire Protection and the Federal 
Excess Property Program, many of these fire depart¬ 
ments have improved their capabilities in the suppres¬ 
sion of wildfires.” 

Rodney K. Sallee, forest supervisor for the Shawnee 
National Forest, emphasized his agency will continue 
cooperating with the Department of Conservation and 
the rural fire departments to provide efficient and 
effective fire protection. 

“Shawnee National Forest personnel will continue 
to fight fires on National Forest lands,” Sallee said. 
“The rural fire protection districts, local fire depart¬ 
ments and the Department of Conservation will handle 
all fires on private, rural lands, and we will provide 
back-up assistance as required.” 

Anyone who detects an uncontrolled or unattended 
fire on private land should report it to the Fire 
Protection District or the Department of Conservation. 
Fires on Shawnee National Forest lands should be 
reported to the Shawnee National Forest. Telephone 
numbers for reporting or questions about protection 
boundaries are: 

For Department of Conservation District Foresters: 
Egypt Project (Alexander, Johnson, Pulaski and Union 
counties), 995-2568; and Ozark Project (Gallatin, 
Hardin, Massac, Pope and Saline counties), 949-3729, 
Kinkaid Project (Jackson and Williamson counties), 

687-2622. 
For the Shawnee National Forest: Forest Supervisor’s 

Office, 253-7114; Elizabethtown Ranger District, 
287-2201; Jonesboro Ranger District, 833-8576; 
Murphysboro Ranger District, 687-1731, and Vienna 

Ranger District, 658-2111. 

Report fires in Alexander County to: 
Horseshoe Lake Fire Protection District 
Tamms Volunteer Fire Department 

Report fires in Gallatin County to: 
Equality Fire Department 
Shawneetown Fire Department 

Report fires in Hardin County to: 
Cave-in-Rock Fire Department 
Elizabethtown Fire Department 

Report fires in Jackson County to: 
Campbell Hill Fire Department 
Tower Rock Protection District 
Fountain Bluff Fire Department 
Makanda Township Fire Department 

Murphysboro/Pomona/Somerset 
Fire Protection District 

Report fires in Johnson County to: 
New Burnside Fire Department 
Lake of Egypt Fire Department 
Vienna Fire Department 
Cypress Volunteer Fire Department 
Belknap Volunteer Fire Department 

Report fires in Massac County to: 
Massac County Fire Protection District 

Report fires in Pulaski County to: 
Karnak Volunteer Fire Department 
Mounds Volunteer Fire Department 
Mounds City Volunteer Fire Department 
Olmsted Volunteer Fire Department 
Pulaski Volunteer Fire Department 
Ullin Volunteer Fire Department 

Report fires in Saline County to: 
Carrier Mills Fire Department 
Equality Fire Department 
Stonefort Fire Department 

734-2141 
747-2321 

276-4242 
252-3131 

289-3220 
287-2011 

426-3012 
565-2400 
763-4242 
457-4131 

687-2107 

252-7813 
993-2011 
658-2341 
657-2551 
634-9300 

524-6200 

634-2223 
745-9421 
748-9221 
748-9212 
748-9124 
845-3451 

252-3421 
276-4242 
777-2920 

Report fires in Union County to: 
Alto Pass Fire Department 833-2211 
Anna Volunteer Fire Department 833-2211 
Dongola Volunteer Fire Department 827-3500 
Jonesboro Fire Department 833-2211 
Wolf LakeAVare Fire Protection District 833-5812 
Cobden Volunteer Fire Department 833-2211 

Report fires in Williamson County to: 
Lake of Egypt Fire Protection District 993-2011 
Stonefort Fire Department 777-2920 
Williamson County 

Fire Protection District 997-6541 

Maps showing detailed boundaries of each protec¬ 
tion district may be seen at the offices of the Fire 
Protection Districts, the Fire Departments, the Illinois 
Department of Conservation, or the Shawnee National 
Forest. 
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Employees in first aid class, from left: Cindy Aden, Terry Grissom, Barry Clark, Charles Holtzclaw, Gary Roach, 
AIEC instructor James Nevel, Steve Hoffman, and John Rendleman. 

Employees learn lifesaving and first aid 
During January SIEC em¬ 

ployees attended classes in 
lifesaving techniques and first 
aid in the basement meeting 
room at cooperative headquar¬ 
ters. AIEC personnel conducted 
the classes and all active em¬ 
ployees were required to attend. 

The lifesaving course is de¬ 
signed by the American Red 
Cross to teach skills to use in 
respiratory and cardiac emer¬ 
gencies. A respiratory emer¬ 
gency is a situation (such as 
near-drowning or choking) that 
makes it difficult or impossible 

for a person to breath. A cardiac 
emergency occurs when the 
heart is not working properly or 
when the heart stops beating. 

A respiratory or cardiac emer¬ 
gency can happen to an adult, to 
a child, or to an infant. Em¬ 
ployees learned about these 
emergencies and how to give 
first aid, whether the victim is an 
adult, a child, or an infant. The 
course taught employees: 
• How to give first aid for chok¬ 

ing and other emergencies. 
• How to recognize when some¬ 

one needs CPR. 

• How to give CPR to someone 
whose heart has stopped. 

• How to use the emergency 
medical services (EMS) 
system. 

• How to reduce the risk of 
dying from a heart attack. 

• How to recognize the signals 
of a heart attack and give first 
aid to reduce the chance that 
the victim’s heart will stop. 

• How to reduce the risk of 
injury to children and infants. 

The standard First Aid course 
taught the following effec¬ 
tive ways to respond in an 
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Area phone outage information 

Whom to call-numbers to call- 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 pjn., Monday through Friday 

Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 

1 800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 

Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during 

regular office hours. This is Monday 

through Friday between the hours of 

8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

Call Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 

or Ken Corzine 827-4202 Dongola 

or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 

or *Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 

or *Robin Ramage 524-3516 Metropolis 

or #Larry Keller 524-3518 Metropolis 

*Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are utility 

servicemen. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there might not be 

anyone at home to answer their phone. 

Terry Grissom practices first aid technique while Charles Holtzclaw 
receives treatment. 
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emergency: 
• The four basic emergency 

action principles. 
• How to perform rescue 

breathing. 
• How to provide first aid to a 

choking victim 
• How to recognize the signs 

and symptoms of a heart 
attack. 

• How to perform CPR. 
• How to control bleeding. 
• How to care for shock. 
• How to care for burns. 
• How to care for bites and 

stings. 
• How to care for fractures, 

dislocations, sprains, and 
strains. 

• How to care for victims of 
poisoning. 
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• How to care for victims 
of diabetic emergencies, 
strokes, and seizures. 

• How to care for victims of heat 
and cold emergencies. 

• How to perform rescues. 
The employees learned that 

legally, a victim must give con¬ 
sent to be helped before a person 
trained in first aid may assist 
him or her. The law assumes 
that an unconscious person 
would give consent. State “Good 
Samaritan” laws give legal pro¬ 
tection to rescuers who act in 
good faith and are not guilty 
of gross negligence or willful 
misconduct. This legal protec¬ 
tion varies from state to state 
and citizens should know the 
state law. 

Roger Acuff administers aid to Gary Roach during a simulated situation. 



Your home's energy appetite 
Everything that happens in 

the world depends on the move¬ 
ment and exchange of energy. 
The fatness or thinness of our 
bodies is directly due to the scar¬ 
city or abundance of calories, the 
units of heat in our food. Heat, or 
lack of it, affects everything it 
touches. Know your enemy is an 
old adage. Know your friend 
might be a new adage to make 
the most of heat’s services. 

While other citizens scream to 
the heavens about the soaring 
cost of gas and electricity, let us 
make some mental notes about 
heat and how you two can work 
together most effectively. 

Fact: 72 percent of a home’s 
energy costs are from heating 
... as in a furnace; and from 
lack of heating . . . such as in air 
conditioning; 10 percent are 
from water heating. 

Your job is to channel and con¬ 
tain usable energy for which you 
have paid. When manufacturers 
include footnotes that “savings 
include fuel cost increases of 10 
percent per year,” then this is 
the time to determine that not 
one smidgen of heat or cold is 
going to get out of doing a fair 
share of work for you. 

You are going to go on an 
energy diet! 

First — know three ways in 
which heat moves: 

Conduction — by transmis¬ 
sion through a conveyor; as 
through burners on an electric 
stove. 

Convection — by transfer of 
heat through a fluid; as from hot 
water heater through water lines 
to faucets. 

Radiation — by the emission 
of waves or particles of energy 
through the air; as by radiator 

or fireplace. 
Did you notice that the three 

ways heat moves is through 
solids, liquids and air? That does 
not leave much, does it? So your 
first assignment is to stop all 
leaks! 

As an added incentive, for 
every $2 you can shave and save 
off your utility bills, you will be 
allowed to put $3 in your pocket. 

Why? Because an estimated 
one-third of all the money you 
earn goes for Federal, State and 
local taxes ... so you would 
have to earn $3 in order to spend 
$2 on wasted energy! 

Here are some free clues to get 
you started on your energy diet. 

Heating and Air Conditioning 
(72 percent); 

• Thermostat: figure on 
saving 3 percent for every 
degree down in winter, and 4 
percent up in summer. 

• If you have radiators, cover 
the wall behind with reflective 
foil. 

• Preventive maintenance 
saves fuel and repair expense. 

• Filters are on your side! 
Keep them clean. 

• Partake of free sunshine 
heat in winter; in summer 
spray paint rollup shades silver 
or white to keep heat out of 
windows. 

• Figure a 3 percent increase 
in fuel bills for each child run¬ 
ning in and out of the house. 
Lock them in or out! (Just 
kidding!) 

• If given the choice, choose 
a light-colored roof. 

• Practice humidity control. 
Death Valley’s humidity is 20 
percent. . . yours is probably 10 
percent. Properly humidified air 
can make you feel more com¬ 

fortable at a lower temperature 
in winter. 

• An electronic air cleaning 
unit zaps dust, smoke and 
bacteria and collects up to 95 
percent of foreign irritants out of 
household air. Since a film of 
dust on radiator or baseboard 
unit reduced efficiency, this 
could save you money. 

• You can save about 90 per¬ 
cent of the energy required for 
air conditioning if you can sub¬ 
stitute a fan or attic ventilator. 

• Warm air rises. To get it 
back down where the bodies are, 
how about trying one of the old 
four-bladed ceiling fans from the 
good old days. 

Water Heater (10 percent): 
• Insulate the hot water lines 

every place you can trace them. 
Consider an insulation blanket 
on the water heater itself. 

• Be sure to keep the water 
heater’s interior free of sediment 
so the heater can do its job. 

• Experts say that a home 
water heater can be set at 125 
degrees unless you have a 
dishwasher, and then it should 
be set at 130 to 135 degrees. Did 
you ever read the fine print 
on any box of dishwashing 
detergent? The fine print says 
that water should be from 140 to 
160 degrees. The reason is that 
detergent is broken down into 
chemicals to do the dishwashing 
work at that temperature range. 
At 140 degrees the chemical 
release will be slow, and at over 
160 degrees it will be too fast 
to do the job. Could improper 
water temperature be the simple 
reason why so many people 
complain about how their dish¬ 
washers work? 

Office closing The Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative office will be 
closed Friday, April 17, in observance of Good Friday. 
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The reigning Miss SIEC, Maria Nekola, Anna, during a recent parade. 

Cooperative maintains 
life-support registry 

Public Act 83-632, effective 
September 20, 1983, required 
public utilities to maintain a 
“registry” of persons who de¬ 
pend on electrically operated 
life-support equipment. 

“Every public utility company 
which furnishes electricity to 
residential customers shall 
maintain a registry of those 
individuals who are dependent 
on an electrically operated 
respirator, dialysis machine 
or any other electrically oper¬ 
ated life-support equipment. 
The existence of the registry 
shall be reasonably publicized 
by the public utility to its resi¬ 
dential customer and the gen¬ 
eral public. It shall be the 
responsibility, however, of any 
individual relying on any life- 
support equipment to notify 
the public utility providing elec¬ 
trical service of his or her de¬ 
pendency on such life-support 
equipment.” 

Although the law requires that 
the existence of the registry shall 
be reasonably publicized by the 
utility, the individual is respon¬ 
sible for notifying the utility of 
the existence of the life-support 
equipment. 

We are requesting that con¬ 
sumers who have life-support 
equipment provide us with writ¬ 
ten certification of the use of the 
life-support equipment and the 
period for which it is to be used. 
By using the registry, those 
involved shall be consulted 
before turning off power or 
restoring power after an inter¬ 
ruption. A “good faith” effort 
shall be made to restore power 
first to those persons on the 
registry and to notify persons on 
the registry of anticipated power 
interruptions. 

Please call during office hours 
to request your certification 
form. Our toll-free WATS line is 
1-800-762-1400. 

Statement of 
Nondiscrimination 

Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative is the recipient of 
federal financial assistance from 
the Rural Electrification Ad¬ 
ministration, an agency of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
and is subject to the provisions 
of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, as amended. Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, as amended, the Age 
Discrimination Act of 1975, as 
amended, and the rules and 
regulations of the U.S. Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture which pro¬ 
vide that no person in the United 
States on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, or handicap 
shall be excluded from participa¬ 
tion in, admission or access 
to, denied the benefits of, or 
otherwise be subjected to dis¬ 
crimination under any of this 
organization’s programs or 
activities. 

The person responsible for 
coordinating this organization’s 
nondiscrimination compliance 
efforts is Larry Lovell. Any 
individual, or specific class of 
individuals, who feels that this 
organization has subjected them 
to discrimination may obtain 
further information about the 
statues and regulations listed 
above from and/or file a written 
complaint with this organiza¬ 
tion; or the Secretary, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, D.C. 20250; or the 
Administrator, Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration, 
Washington, D.C. 20250. Com¬ 
plaints must be filed within 180 
days after the alleged discrimi¬ 
nation. Confidentiality will 
be maintained to the extent 
possible. 

Incorrect number 
A telephone number listed in 

the February JAMUP article 
dealing with rural fire protection 
was incorrect. In Massac 
County, report fires to the 
Massac County Fire Protection 
District by calling 911 or 
524-3200. 

Notice 
To report outages during regular office hours, you must call 

1-800-762-1400 or 827-3555. Do not call Massac County 
linemen at their private residences during regular office hours. 

To report outages after hours, on weekends or on holidays, 
use the emergency numbers published for your convenience. 
Once the outage has been reported, linemen will be away from 
their telephones and therefore unable to answer additional 
calls. 

Please call the Dongola emergency numbers if you cannot 
reach your area linemen. 
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Bored holes 165 feet deep were drilled, in which %-inch pipe was 
inserted to make up the earth loop. 

New heating/cooling 
for SI EC office 

Members and employees of 
SIEC will soon see the results of 
more than two years of plan¬ 
ning and investigating various 
methods of heating and cooling 
the Cooperative office. By the 
time you read this article, a new 
geothermal heat pump system 
should be up and operating in 
the office. 

The need for improvement in 
this area has become increas¬ 
ingly more apparent over the 
last two years. The majority of 
the old heating system was 
installed when the Cooperative 
building was constructed in the 
early fifties. Many of the ceil¬ 
ing heating panels have since 
“shorted out” and are no longer 
operative. Thermostats and 
relays controlling the panels 
have also been a source of 
trouble, through sticking and/or 
malfunctioning. We have ex¬ 
perienced several days of either 
no heat or extremely too much 
heat in various areas of the 
office. The water-cooled air con¬ 
ditioning system has also re¬ 
quired more than normal main¬ 
tenance to keep it operational. 
We have been able to limp 
through the past few summers 
with daily oiling and a con¬ 
siderable amount of patching 
up. It was apparent to go any 
longer with the existing systems 
would require large outlays of 
money, with no guarantee of 
long-term operation. In view of 
all of this, your board of directors 
voted to install a completely new 
system. The geothermal heat 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Ground source heat pumps 
gaining in popularity 

The earth is the largest, most 
efficient solar collector available. 
The temperature of the ground 
remains about 50 degrees 
throughout the year. Although 
this temperature is not warm 
enough in itself to heat a home, 
there is a tremendous amount of 
heat available from this source. 
The only thing needed is a 
dependable way to move the 
heat from this collector and 
deliver it to the home in a usable 
form. 

The ground source heat pump 
is such a system. This system 
circulates water through a 
closed loop buried in the ground, 
picking up the BTUs. It then 
takes these BTUs to a compres¬ 
sor where they are removed 
from the water and delivered to 
the home at a temperature of 
about 110 degrees. Since this 
heat is already present the only 
cost is for moving and removing 
the BTUs. This cost is a small 
amount compared to the cost of 
producing heat. In fact, this 
system will provide 3V2 to 4 
times the heat, per unit of cost. 

The air-to-air heat pump, 
much more efficient than a stan¬ 
dard system, only produces 1V2 

times the heat per unit of cost. 
Due to extremes of temperature 
it must operate in, it has been 
prone to service problems. The 
constant temperature of the 
ground, increases the efficiency 
and reliability of the ground 
source heat pump. 

The installation of the ground 
source heat pump is relatively 
simple. The inside unit — which 
consists of the compressor, the 
water-to-air exchanger and the 
blower unit — takes up no more 
room than other systems. The 
rest is installed outside, under 
ground. The ground loop can 
either be trenched, installed in 
uncased wells 100 to 150 feet 
deep, or submerged in a body of 

water. 
The advantages 

1. There can be extraordinary 
energy savings — up to 70 per¬ 
cent in some cases. 

2. Ground source heat pumps 
do not require a defrost cycle 
in the heating mode. The de¬ 
frost cycle and the related 
strains it puts on an air source 
heat pump have been directly 
linked to poor performance 
and shortened equipment 
life. 

3. There is no outdoor equip¬ 
ment required. This solves the 
noise pollution problem outdoor 
fan coil units create. 

4. While it is recommended 
that supplemental heat be used 
in many areas, the size and 
operation frequency is substan¬ 
tially reduced when compared to 
air source heat pumps. 

5. If service should be re¬ 
quired, the equipment is in¬ 
doors, not outside where the 
serviceman is at the mercy of 
weather extremes. 

6. The system provides year- 
round comfort; heating, cooling, 
dehumidification and a con¬ 
siderable portion of the hot 
water requirements. 

7. It is a wise investment 
— there is normally a rapid 
payback (two to seven years — 
depending on fuel/system com¬ 
parison) and any home equipped 
for future energy conservation is 
more marketable. 

8. Since there is no com¬ 
bustion, no chimney or flue is 
required and no combustion 
gases in conditioned space. 

9. Since the system sees no 
changes other than fluctuation 
in heating or cooling load re¬ 
quirements, the system’s perfor¬ 
mance is not affected by changes 
in the weather conditions. 

10. The system is all-electric 
— no valuable fossil fuels are 
consumed and there is no need 

for the expense of using a second 
utility; even if it’s available. 

11. The earth-coupled heat 
pump system has benefited from 
the attention given a growing 
technology. The systems are 
extremely reliable, utilizing 
components developed and in¬ 
corporated after years of re¬ 
search, testing and experience. 

12. Two-thirds or more of the 
heat energy used comes in¬ 
directly from the sun — a re¬ 
newable, non-polluting energy 
source. 

13. No defrost cycle and 
having the compressor indoors 
are two factors which contribute 
to the earth-coupled heat 
pump’s long life. Studies have 
indicated an average life of 19 
years for ground source heat 
pumps — substantially greater 
than the average life of air source 
heat pumps. 

14. The polybutylene pipe 
used in closed-loop earth- 
coupled applications is war- 
ranteed for 25 years, with an 
estimated useful life in excess of 
50 years. 

The disadvantages 
1. Initial first cost is higher 

than conventional systems 
(however, see positive point 7). 

2. A common complaint of 
new heat pump owners is “the 
air feels cool.” Individuals who 
have been accustomed to the 
warmer air temperatures pro¬ 
vided by resistance or fossil fuel 
furnaces will notice that the air 
from the ductwork is cooler. 
However, moving air the same 
as or slightly warmer than body 
temperature will feel cool. This 
will not be a problem if you are 
forewarned. It is easy to under¬ 
stand that air entering a struc¬ 
ture around 90-110 degrees 
Fahrenheit or more can warm it 
to 68-75 degrees or warmer if the 
equipment is properly sized. 
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Vertical Loop 
Of the two types of closed-loop installations, the vertical loop technique requires less space and affects 
yard and lawn less than the horizontal loop installation. 

Horizontal Loop 
The horizontal loop installation takes advantage of coupling the heat pump with a large area of earth 
and avoids having to drill a vertical hole. 
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Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.0. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President Milo Thurston Pulaski County 

Vice pres. George R. Inman Pulaski County 

Sec.-treas. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 

Lawrence Wilke Massac County 

Guy Casper Johnson County 

Bob J. Dry Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss Alexander County 

Manager Larry Lovell 

Attorney Ronald E. Osman 

Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 

Area phone outage information 
Whom to call-numbers to call- 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 pjn., Monday through Friday 

Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 

1 800 762-1400 

or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 

Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll free line is for use only during 

regular office hours. This is Monday 

through Friday between the hours of 

8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

Cali Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 

or Ken Corzine 827 4202 Dongola 

or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 

or ‘Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 

or ‘Robin Ramage 524-3516 Metropolis 

or ‘Larry Keller 5243518 Metropolis 

*Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are utility 

servicemen. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there might not be 

anyone at home to answer their phone. 

(Continued from page 12a) 
pump system was chosen for 
several reasons. 

• It is the latest high-tech, high- 
performance system on the 
market. 

• Through extremely high 
efficiency, operating costs are 
low. 

• There is no outdoor equipment 
exposed to the elements, thus 
a longer equipment life and 
low maintenance costs. 

• It has a very clean operation 
and is environmentally safe, 
with no hazardous flames or 
fumes exhausted in the air. 

• And very importantly, it is 
operated by electricity. 

The geothermal heat pump 
operates so efficiently because it 
basically only transfers heat 
from one area to another. In the 
winter months heat is collected 
from the ground through a fluid 
that is circulated through a 

The essay contest winners and 
runners-up were announced the 
week of April 1. Winners will 
also be congratulated in the May 
issue of the JAMUP. 

The Cooperative was invited 
to visit nine area schools. Essay 
materials were furnished to 166 
students and 73 essays were 
submitted to be judged. 

The banquet to honor the 
essay winners was held April 9 
at the Ranch House Restaurant 
in Karnak. Parents, teachers and 
school officials were invited 

special “closed loop” pipe, 
buried in the earth, and then is 
transferred into the building. 
During summer months, the 
heat moving process is reversed, 
taking heat from the building 
and returning it to the earth. 

For our particular system, the 
earth loop consists of a special 
%-inch pipe installed in vertical 
bore holes in the open area just 
south of the office building. 
More than 6,000 feet of pipe was 
buried in which an antifreeze 
solution will be circulated, to 
make the heat exchanges. On 
the inside three different units, 
totaling 19 tons of heating and 
cooling capacity, will move the 
conditioned air throughout the 
building. 

We are very proud of the new 
system and invite all our mem¬ 
bers to stop in and get a “first 
hand” view and feel of its 
operation. 

to share the students’ special 
night. The winning essays 
entitled “Cooperatives Building 
a Better America” were pre¬ 
sented during the program. 

Finalists will attend “Illinois 
Rural Electric and Telephone 
Youth Day” in Springfield April 
29. Grand prize winners will 
travel to Washington, D.C., 
June 12-19 for the “Youth to 
Washington” tour sponsored by 
the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives and SIEC. 

Join the underground. 
A group of people ore enjoying comforts and savings 

you may not be aware of. Some of them may be your 
neighbors. They have joined the underground and their 
numbers are growing. They have installed a geothermal 
system at their homes. Their household heating, cooling 
and hot water needs are being provided by a clean, 
inexpensive fuel supply—the energy within the earth 
around their home. By installing a geothermal system, 
they are taking advantage of a low-cost, low- 
maintenance system that pays for its installation cost in 
just a few years. You don’t need a password to join. Just 
contact your electric cooperative. 

Essay judging completed April 1 
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Two Century High School students from Ullin are winners of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative's "Youth 
to Washington" essay contest. Rodney Miller, son of Billy and Kaye Sue Miller, and Buffy Lee Sims, daughter 
of Gerald and Sandra Sims, are the grand prize winners of the trip to the nation's capital June 12-19. They 
were selected as grand prize winners from the 73 area high school students who entered this year's contest 
by writing an essay on the topic "Cooperatives: Building a Better America." Miller and Sims joined 10 other 
finalists for a trip to Springfield April 29 for "Illinois Rural Electric and Telephone Youth Day." Miller and 
Sims presented their grand prize-winning essays at SIEC's essay banquet April 9. Congratulating them is 
Milo Thurston, Pulaski, president of the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative board of directors. 

Essay banquet April 9 
Winners in the SIEC “Youth 

to Washington” essay contest 
received recognition during a 
banquet at Ranch House Res¬ 
taurant, Karnak, April 9. 

Grand prize winners of the 
expense-paid tour of Washington, 
D.C., are Buffy Sims, Century 
High School, daughter of Gerald 
and Sandra Sims, Ullin, and 
Rodney Miller, Century High 
School, son of Bill Miller and 
Kaye Sue Miller, Ullin. 

The runners-up in the con¬ 

test are: Rodger Goins, Barry 
Henard, Matthew Corzine, Leslie 
Cruse, and Mindy Goins of 
Dongola Unit School; Eric 
McClellan, Rodney Davis, and 
Kimberly Palmer of Century 
High School; Jennifer L. Vaughn, 
Meridian High School; and Jill 
Reardanz, Vienna High School. 

Parents, sponsoring teachers, 
school administrators, essay 
judges and cooperative person¬ 
nel were also invited to attend. 
Maria Nekola, “Miss Southern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative of 
1991,” was also present at the 
gathering. 

Following the dinner, the two 
winners presented their essays 
entitled “Cooperatives Building 
a Better America.” 

John Freitag, assistant to the 
manager of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 
narrated a slide presentation of 
activities during the seven days 
of the trip. Freitag is the tour 

(Continued on page 12b) 
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1992 Nominating Committee 
to meet June 18 

Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative 

618/827 3555 P.0. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President Milo Thurston Pulaski County 

Vice pres. George R. Inman Pulaski County 

Sec.-treas. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 

Lawrence Wilke Massac County 

Guy Casper Johnson County 

Bob J. Dry Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss Alexander County 

Manager Larry Lovell 

Attorney Ronald E. Osman 

Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call-numbers to call- 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.4:00 pjn., Monday through Friday 

Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 

1 800 762 1400 

or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 

Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during 

regular office hours. This is Monday 

through Friday between the hours of 

8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

Call Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 

or Ken Corzine 8274202 Dongola 

or Ron Medlin 827 3579 Dongola 

or ‘Perry Dailey 5245627 Metropolis 

or ‘Robin Ramage 524-3516 Metropolis 

or ‘Larry Keller 5243518 Metropolis 

*Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are utility 

servicemen. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there might not be 

anyone at home to answer their phone. 

Members to serve on the 1992 
Nominating Committee were 
appointed by Milo Thurston, 
president of the board of direc¬ 
tors of Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, at the 1991 annual 
meeting held August 1. The 
committee will meet at the 
cooperative headquarters. Route 
51 north of Dongola, on June 18 
at 8 p.m. to consider nominees 
for election to the board of direc¬ 
tors at the 1992 meeting of the 
members. 

The following were appointed 
to the 1992 Nominating Com¬ 
mittee to represent their respec¬ 
tive counties: 

Alexander County delegate — 
Rick Goodman, Route 2 Box 
350AA, McClure, IL 62957, and 
alternate — Jack Thomas, P.O. 
Box 68, Miller City, IL 62962 

Johnson County delegate — 
Jerry Corzine, Route 1 Box 
12IB, Cypress, IL 62923, and 
alternate — Charley Littleton, 
Route 1 Box 113, Cypress, IL 
62923 

Massac County delegate — 
Derril Bremer, Route 1 Box 510, 

(Continued from page 12a) 
director for the 1992 “Youth to 
Washington” tour. 

SIEC board president Milo 
Thurston presented each finalist 
a Willie Wiredhand Achieve¬ 
ment Award as high commen¬ 
dation for the quality of their 
essays. 

These 12 students and “Miss 
Southern” participated in 
“Rural Electric and Telephone 

Brookport, IL 62910, and 
alternate — Larry Fisher, Route 
1 Box 131, Karnak, IL 62956 

Pulaski County delegate, Paul 
Helman — Route 2 Box 221 Villa 
Ridge, IL 62996, and alternate — 
Robert Heisner, Route 1 Box 10, 
Grand Chain, IL 62941 

Union County delegate — 
Orris Mosby, Jr., Route 1 Box 
274, Jonesboro, IL 62952, and 
alternate — Fred Pitts, Route 1 
Box 131, Buncombe, IL 62912 

The bylaws of the cooperative 
provide that nominations to the 
board of directors may be made 
by: (1) nominating committee (2) 
petition received not less than 
25 days prior to the actual 
meeting, signed by 15 or more 
active members, or (3) an active 
member from the floor at the 
annual meeting. The three-year 
terms of the directors are ex¬ 
pired alternately so that each 
year elections are held for a por¬ 
tion of the board. At the 1992 
annual meeting elections will be 
held for a director from each of 
the three counties: Alexander, 
Pulaski and Union. 

Youth Day” in Springfield 
April 29. 

Sims, Miller and Nekola will 
join about 65 essay contest win¬ 
ners from electric and telephone 
cooperatives around the state 
for the June 12-19 tour of 
Washington. 

All high school juniors in SIEC 
service territory were eligible to 
enter the essay contest. 

Office closing 
The cooperative office will 

be closed Monday, May 25, 
to observe Memorial Day. 
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Cooperatives Building a Better America 
This is one of two winning 

essays in the Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative “Youth to 
Washington” essay contest. 
This essay was written by Buffy 
Sims of Ullin, a student at 
Century High School. Next 
month we will print the winning 
essay by Rodney Miller of Ullin, 
also a student at Century High 
School. 

“We are not here to play, to 
dream, to drift. We have hard 
work to do and loads to lift.” 
These simple words, written by 
Maltbie Davenport Babcock in 
her famous poem “Be Strong,” 
urge people not to give up when 
life becomes difficult. Likewise, 
Thomas Edison did not give up 
after inventing the light bulb; he 
went further. Edison established 
the first central electrical sys¬ 
tem, and thus helped establish 
the American concept of coop¬ 
eratives. Without the develop¬ 
ment of cooperatives, this 
country would still be in the 
dark, both literally and figura¬ 
tively. Today, however, we do 
not have to worry about living 
and working by candlelight. 
As cooperatives built a better 
America, the door to an entirely 
new world was opened merely 
by plugging in an appliance or 
turning on a light switch. With 
the establishment of American 
cooperatives, this country pro¬ 
gressed from a world of darkness 
to a nation lighting the torch of 
progress and prosperity for the 
entire world. People will not 
progress by playing, dreaming, 
and drifting, and neither will 
cooperatives, but by completing 
hard work and lifting hard loads, 
cooperatives will meet the chal¬ 
lenge of the future by continuing 
their commitment to building a 
better America. 

A cooperative is defined as “a 
user-owned and democratically 
controlled business in which 
benefits are received in propor¬ 
tion to use.” They were estab¬ 
lished to improve bargaining 
power, reduce costs, and acquire 

products or services that were 
once unavailable. In addition, 
cooperatives also allow their 
members to obtain market 
access and opportunities, im- 

Buffy Sims 

prove product and service 
quality, or to simply increase 
income. Because of their vast 
array of opportunities and goals, 
cooperatives have proven them¬ 
selves to be effective and effi¬ 
cient means of conducting 
business. 

An agribusiness cooperative 
embodies the production of 
clothing or food, the distribution 
of materials, the marketing of 
goods, the transportation of 
supplies, and other various 
activities meeting the needs of 
people. A vast number of these 
products and services utilized by 
people daily originate from this 
type of cooperative. In addition, 
regardless of their residence or 
lifestyles, these products are 
made available to all who need 
them. 

As the American economy 
becomes more complex, our 
cooperatives are doing the same. 
No matter the type, all coopera¬ 
tives share the same objectives: 
to provide services such as 
marketing, insurance, or electric 
power; to provide these services 
at extremely low costs; or to 
upgrade mutual irrigation com¬ 

panies and artificial breeding 
cooperatives. As the American 
economy continues to grow, 
our nation’s cooperative link to 
progress will also expand and 
prosper. 

To service area rural residents 
with affordable, efficient elec¬ 
trical service, the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration was 
established on May 11, 1935. 
The cooperatives which de¬ 
veloped as a result of this act are 
nonprofit electric utilities owned 
and controlled by the members 
they serve. Their development 
was a key attraction of city life, 
and once they expanded into 
rural areas, our nation’s coun¬ 
tryside shared the light of 
progress. Previously, rural 
residents were required to pay 
$2,000-$3,000 per mile to re¬ 
ceive electricity from the city, 
but rural electrical cooperatives 
offered them pardon from such 
exorbitant costs. 

The goals of rural electric 
cooperatives, including our local 
Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative, are quite simple. They 
are controlled democratically, 
have open membership, em¬ 
phasize service rather than 
profit, return profit margins 
to member owners, continue 
education, and cooperate with 
other organizations such as 
itself. Although these goals 
encompass many facets of 
development, they are being 
attained daily as our local coop¬ 
eratives strive to continue build¬ 
ing a better nation for America. 

Since the establishment of the 
Rural Electrification Adminis¬ 
tration, 99% of the nation’s rural 
areas have acquired electric 
service. There are now nearly 
9,500 member-owners covering 
over 1,970 miles. No other 
types of cooperatives have more 
significantly-contributed to 
America’s development than 
rural electric cooperatives. Their 
relentless commitment to the 
residents of our nation’s coun¬ 
tryside has enabled the rural 
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American to walk hand in hand 
with his urban brother in the 
quest of progress and prosperity. 

As Americans emerged from 
primitive darkness with the 
establishment of cooperatives, 
the dreams of America’s people 
began to be fulfilled. If Thomas 
Edison had never envisioned his 
dream of electrical power, re¬ 
sulting in the invention of the 
first light bulb, this country 

might still be working, play¬ 
ing, and sleeping in the dark. 
American cooperatives have 
extended their reach to all parts 
of the country, from either a 
large, metropolitan city or an 
area where the closest neighbor 
is several miles away. Those 
people who do not play, dream, 
or drift, but fight to be strong 
without surrendering to ob¬ 
stacles are the very ones who 

produce the lights which shine 
brightest throughout America. 
As Americans continue to work 
diligently to make cooperatives 
spirit is glowing all around our 
nation, and it will continue to 
radiate with the dreams and 
aspirations pioneered by our 
cooperatives in their pursuit to 
build a better America for all. 

Hoffman 

Lingle 

Rendleman Dailey 

Job Training and Safety Conference 
SIEC employees Perry Dailey, John Rendleman, Larry Lingle 
and Steve Hoffman attended the 47th Annual Job Training 
and Safety Conference in Springfield on March 25 and 26. 
They joined electric cooperative personnel from throughout 
the state for two full days of informational programs and 
training sessions provided by manufacturers and suppliers in 
cooperation with the Association of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives. The 1991 Safety Awards and Hot Line School Cer¬ 
tificates were also awarded during the meeting. 

Essay judges 
met April 1 
Essay judges met at cooperative 
headquarters April 1 to finalize 
the results of the "Youth to 
Washington" contest. Clockwise 
from left: Margaret Shotton, 
administrative assistant. Southern 
Illinois Power Co-operative, 
Marion; Carolyn Holm, English 
instructor, Shawnee Community 
College; and Art Aikman, professor 
at SIU, Curriculum and Instruc¬ 
tions, Carbondale. 
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Cooperatives Building a Better America 
This is one of two winning 

essays in the Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative “Youth to 
Washington’’ essay contest. 
This essay was written by 
Rodney Miller, a student of 
Century High School. 

Cooperatives and America 
have been a winning combina¬ 
tion throughout our history. In 
helping others, cooperatives 
have extended a hand in 
building a better America from 
the time the Pilgrims landed on 
the shores of this country and 
signed the Mayflower Compact. 
They have committed their lives 
to one another, and the modern 
electric cooperative that lights 
up the country side across 
America today is a daily re¬ 
minder of the commitment. 
Cooperatives have taken a col¬ 
lection of many strengths and 
resources and turned them into 
a single entity. It is the “E 
Pluribus Unum”—one out of 
many—idea that is engraved on 
this country’s coins. Using this 
idea the cooperatives have stood 
out among other enterprises in 
building America because they 
are owned by the people they 
serve, and are subject to their 
control, creativity, and member- 
owner support. Today, millions 
of people have grasped Abraham 
Lincoln’s idea of “we the peo¬ 
ple” and put it to work in their 
daily lives, providing goods and 
services to meet the needs of 100 
million people served by 
cooperatives. Cooperatives have 
laid the foundation for a unified 
rural and urban nation, and they 
are still continuing their daily 

Rodney Miller 

quest to build a better America. 
One out of every four 

Americans belongs to a coop¬ 
erative. Some 50,000 coopera¬ 
tives provide Americans with a 
variety of goods and services 
ranging from life insurance, 
agriculture, credit, housing, 
health care, telephone, and 
travel associations to electric 
cooperatives. Many of these 
members may not even know 
they belong to a cooperative, but 
the underlying principle allows 
them to enjoy a more productive 
and prosperous lifestyle. 

Cooperatives are found in 
rural, urban, and suburban 
areas all over America. Owned 
by the people they serve, coop¬ 
eratives operate at cost, not for 
a profit, thereby providing more 
for less. Each type of cooperative 
follows the same concept of 
member ownership and mem¬ 
ber decision-making, and in 
addition to providing jobs and 
services in the areas they serve, 
cooperatives pay taxes back to 

the communities through real 
estate, sales, excise, and motor 
fuel taxes. They do not pay 
federal income tax because they 
do not make a profit, and 
patronage refunds are returned 
to the members of the coopera¬ 
tive if they have an excess of 
receipts. Also, the excess may be 
used for operating capital, or it 
may be invested in expanding 
the cooperative to better serve 
its members. 

Those who reap the rewards of 
membership in a cooperative 
also invest something of 
themselves, since cooperatives 
do not operate independent of 
others. Cooperative owners, like 
American citizens, are obligated 
to get into the act and participate 
in the operation of the organiza¬ 
tion. Their collective thinking, 
questioning, debating, and 
display of multiple brain power 
are actual strengths of any 
cooperative. These member 
owners are the co-op, and when 
they join together, they accom¬ 
plish projects and goals. * 

These cooperative ventures 
have enabled America to 
become a country envied by 
residents around the world, 
causing many of these people to 
risk everything to reach our 
shores. Cooperatives have 
brought modem conveniences 
and labor-saving devices to all 
areas of the country. They 
operate factories, school, homes, 
and farms, and because of them, 
“we the people” benefit most 
from their commitment to build 
a better America for all of us. 

(Continued on page 12c) 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.0. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President Milo Thurston Pulaski County 

Vice pres. George R. Inman Pulaski County 

Sec.-treas. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 

Lawrence Wilke Massac County 

Guy Casper Johnson County 

Bob J. Dry Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss Alexander County 

Manager Larry Lovell 

Attorney Ronald E. Osman 

Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call-numbers to call- 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.4:00 pjn., Monday through Friday 

Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 

Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during 

regular office hours. This is Monday 

through Friday between the hours of 

8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

Call Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 

or Ken Corzine 827-4202 Dongola 

or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 

or *Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 

or ‘Robin Ramage 524-3516 Metropolis 

or ‘Larry Keller 524-3518 Metropolis 

‘Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are utility 

servicemen. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there might not be 

anyone at home to answer their phone. 

"Look Up 
and Live' 

Bare wire 
7200 volts 

Bare wire 
connected to earth 

YOU AWARE? 

ground rod ^ 

I {I h 

1 

that electric lines 
along roads and 
through fields 
are BARE! 

The high-voltage lines along 
your road and across our service 
area are installed in accordance 
with the National Safety Codes 
set out for utilities. The wires are 
located at specified heights and 
distances to take full advantage 
of nature’s insulators, air and 
space. Even so, it is always a 
good idea to stop and have a look 
overhead before performing any 
task in the general vicinity of 
power lines. Be mindful of the 
potential danger involved— 
“Look Up and Live.” 
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Minding Your Business, 

Thursday 
August 6, 1992 

Registration 5:00 p.m. 
Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

Each member 
registering 

will receive $10 credit 
on electric bill 

Miss S.I.E.C. Beauty 
Pageant 
Business Meeting 
Election of Officers 
Entertainment — 
Shawnee Trio 
Early Bird Prizes 
Attendance Prizes 
Food & Beverages 

Right-of-way spraying 
scheduled for mid-summer 

In mid-summer, aerial right- 
of-way spraying will take place 
in parts of Johnson and Union 
counties. The work will be done 
by Gary’s Right-of-Way Service, 
Inc., of Poteet, Texas. 

The cooperative will spray the 

right-of-way in these counties to 
control the density of brush and 
vegetation on rough terrain. 
Right-of-way maintenance 
reduces the number of outages 
caused by growth of this type. 

Jodene Porterfield, 
SI EC billing clerk 

Get to know 
your employee 

Elaine Jodene Porterfield 
started her cooperative career at 
age 18 immediately following 
graduation from Dongola High 
School. She worked 10 years as 
cashier-receptionist and in the 
years since that time has worked 
as records clerk, payroll clerk, 
and the majority of the time as 
billing clerk. 

Jodene has lived in Dongola 
all her life. Her husband, Delano 
Porterfield, recently retired after 
working many years as an 
assistant audit manager for the 
State of Illinois Office of 
Education. 

Their daughter, Jan Porter¬ 
field, lives in Nashville, 
Tennessee, and works as an 
associate contract administrator 
in an engineering firm. 

Jodene enjoys crafts, 
ceramics, collects antique irons 
and loves to read. 

Office closing 
The office of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative will 

be closed Friday, July 3, to observe Independence Day. 

(Continued from page 12a) 
Through the cooperative 

spirit, America has become a 
nation of abundance which has 
been unprecedented in history, 
and a forerunner of freedom 
which has made it the envy of 
the world. Lymar Abott once 
said: “A nation is made great, 
not by its fruitful acres, but by 
the men who cultivated them; 
not by its great forest, but by the 
men who use them; not by its 

mines, but by the men who 
build and run them. America 
was a great land when Colum¬ 
bus discovered it; Americans 
have made of it a great nation.” 
A vast, unexplored wilderness 
grew into a great nation in an 
astonishingly short period of 
time. Of course, the rich natural 
resources of the land were major 
factors in the growth; however, 
the cooperative effort stimulated 
Americans to pioneer a conti¬ 

nent, subdue the elements, and 
nourish a civilization that would 
eventually spread from sea to 
shining sea. That same coopera¬ 
tive spirit is alive and well today 
as cooperatives provide Ameri¬ 
cans with a vast array of goods 
and services. Consequently, 
cooperatives have allowed our 
own citizens and those of other 
nations to view American 
initiative and ingenuity at their 
best. 
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Let's get technical. . . 

What is the purpose of a transformer? 
Most of our members know 

what a transformer looks like. 
They often describe one as “the 
thing that looks like a garbage 
can” near the top of a pole. 
However, many are not aware of 
the function of a transformer: 
Just what is it? What does it do? 

That “garbage can” is a steel 
tank containing thousands of 
feet of wire coiled around a 
special laminated steel core, and 
then filled with an insulating oil. 
Transformers increase voltage 

for efficient long-distance 
transmission and the lower 

voltage for use at farms, homes 
and businesses. 

When electricity is generated 
at a power plant, its voltage is 
fairly low, less than 30,000 volts. 
To be sent over transmission 
lines for long distances, the 
voltage must be given a boost. 
Transformers at generating 
stations may increase it to as 

much as 765,000 volts. 
When electricity reaches the 

area where it is to be used, the 
voltage is reduced through 
substation transformers. It 
travels at 7,200 volts through 
the rural electric cooperative’s 
distribution lines to your farm, 
home or business. There elec¬ 
tricity encounters another 
transformer, where the voltage 
is reduced to your require¬ 
ments—240/120 volts for most 

services. 
Transformers vary in size and 

style. It is not unusual to find 
one rated 1,000 kilovolt amperes 
(kva) or more serving a big 
power user, while a transformer 
serving a typical new home is 
usually rated 10 or 15 kva 
(roughly 10 or 15 horsepower). 
The pole-mounted ’’garbage 
can” style is the most recog¬ 
nizable, but pad-mounted 
transformers can be found at 

ground level on sites where elec¬ 
tricity is provided through 
underground lines. They look 
like big green boxes. 

Only cooperative equipment is 
allowed on a transformer pole. 
Typically, this could include the 
transformer and meterbase. 

Pad-mounted transformers are commonly found in subdivisions where 
underground wiring is used. They are padlocked to prohibit unauthorized 
entry. 
12d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/June 1992 



JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI 

published by Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Dongola, Illinois 

Budget 
billing 
available 

A budget billing payment plan 
is available to residential con¬ 
sumers of Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative. 

Budget billing allows cus¬ 
tomers to pay a fixed amount for 
11 months of each year. In the 
12th month, the customer’s 
billing will be adjusted to bring 
the account up-to-date. The 
budget amount each consumer 
pays will be based on the past 12 
months history. 

To qualify for budget billing, a 
customer: 

1. must be a residential con- 
(Continued on page 12b) 

Alan Pinkstaff of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperative's Safety 
and Training Department demonstrates the correct procedure for rescu¬ 
ing an injured worker from an aerial bucket device. This instruction was 
included in the SIEC safety meeting. May 19, 1992, as a part of the 
ongoing safety training program. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Shawnee College — Ullin 
August 6, 1992 

Registration 5:00 p.m. Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

Each member registering will receive one $10 credit on electric bill 

Early Bird Prizes 
Business Meeting 
Reports of officers 
Miss SIEC Beauty Pageant 

• Bar-B-Q • Soda 

Shawnee Trio 6:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m. 
Election of three officers 
Live Line Safety Demonstration 
Attendance prizes 

• Coffee • Chips 
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Marketing/Rebate 
program begins 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827 3555 P.0. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Milo Thurston Pulaski County 

Vice pres. George R. Inman Pulaski County 

Sec.-treas. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 

Lawrence Wilke Massac County 

Guy Casper Johnson County 

Bob J. Ury Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss Alexander County 

Manager Larry Lovell 

Attorney Ronald E. Osman 

Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call-numbers to call- 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 pjn., Monday through Friday 

Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 

1-800-762 1400 

or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 

Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during 

regular office hours. This is Monday 

through Friday between the hours of 

8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

Call Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 

or Ken Corzine 827-4202 Dongola 

or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 

or ‘Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 

or ‘Robin Ramage 524-3516 Metropolis 

or ‘Larry Keller 524-3518 Metropolis 

*Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are utility 

servicemen. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there might not be 

anyone at home to answer their phone. 

The management of Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative is 
pleased to announce a rebate 
program is now available for 
members installing certain high- 
efficiency electric heating and 
cooling systems in their homes. 
The program, approved by the 
board of directors at the May 
meeting, targets add-on heat 
pumps and geothermal systems. 
Both systems, though unique in 
their individual applications, 
have several similarities. 

Both are: 
1. Highly efficient — meaning 

low operating costs for the 
member. 

2. Good loads for the 
Cooperative — meaning steady 
usage of electricity without sud¬ 
den high demands for increased 
electrical supply during extreme 
temperatures. 

3. Clean, safe, high-tech 
systems adding comfort and 
value to your home. 
Add-on heat pump 

The add-on heat pump is an 
excellent choice for replacing a 
worn out or inefficient central air 
conditioner. Not only do you get 
efficient cooling in the summer, 
you have a super-efficient 
heating system available for 
those mild days and nights that 

Budget billing 
(Continued from page 12a) 
sumer with a rate classification 
of 01 or 03. 

2. must have been connected 
for at least one year. 

3. must have a good payment 
record with the cooperative. 

Customers wanting to change 
to budget billing will be allowed 
to do so in September of each 
year. If you are interested in 
changing to budget billing, or if 
you have questions about bud¬ 
get billing, please contact the 
office by August 20. Ask for the 
billing supervisor. 

are so common during our 
Southern Illinois fall, winter, and 
spring seasons. The heat pump 
transfers sufficient heat from the 
outside air to the inside to com¬ 
fortably heat your residence, 
down to an outside temperature 
of about 30 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Below this balance point of 
approximately 30 degrees 
Fahrenheit, the heat pump can¬ 
not move enough warm air to 
provide the needed warmth, so 
the fossil fuel furnace (gas or oil) 
kicks in. Since there are no elec¬ 
tric resistant strip heaters in the 
add-on heat pump, there is no 
sudden demand for high electric 
supply, which can be very 
beneficial to the Cooperative in 
keeping down operational costs. 
Therefore, your Cooperative 
encourages you to consider the 
add-on heat pump when replac¬ 
ing an existing system or when 
building new. SIEC is offering a 
$300 rebate to all members for 
add-on heat pumps installed 
after January 1, 1992. 
Geothermal system 

Much has been published 
about geothermal or ground 
source heating and cooling in 
recent years. The April issue of 
this publication contained 
extensive information on its 
many advantages over conven¬ 
tional fossil fuel systems. We 
simply think it is the best and 
have installed geothermal at the 
Cooperative headquarters build¬ 
ing. We invite you to come and 
experience the comfort and 
quietness of its operation. 
Whether building a new home or 
replacing existing heating and 
cooling, take a look at geother¬ 
mal. We are offering a $400 
rebate for systems installed after 
January 1, 1992. 

Please note the rebate pro¬ 
gram is retroactive to January 1, 
1992. Call for details and rebate 
application forms. 
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Live Line Safety Demonstration 
During the business meeting, see the Live Line Safety Demonstration. Find out what can happen 

when a tree limb, wet kite string and mylar balloon come in contact with an electric line. It shows 
that electricity can be dangerous and must be respected. 

Annual Meeting 
highlights 

Grand Prize 
25" RCA Portable 

Television and Stand 

Courtesy of Southern 
Illinois Electric 

Cooperative 

All registration cards will be 
returned to the “cage'' for 
this drawing. The drawing 
takes place after the beauty 
pageant finals. 

Entertainment 
The Shawnee Trio 

The Shawnee Trio and Mary Jones, will provide the entertain¬ 
ment at the annual meeting of the members of Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative to be held in the Shawnee Community College 
gymnasium, August 6, 1992. The Shawnee Trio consists of Joann 
Toler — alto, June Morgan — II soprano, Deloris Burchyett — 
soprano and pianist — Mary Jones. 
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Miss SIEC Beauty Pageant 
Eligible young ladies may 

enter the Miss Southern Illinois 
Electric beauty pageant by sub¬ 
mitting the entry form attached. 
RULES: 16-22 years of age, 
never married, and a member of 
a family who has an active mem¬ 

bership currently receiving 
power from the Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative. Previous 
first place winners are not eligi¬ 
ble. Entrants will be judged in 
interview, swimsuit and evening 
gown. 

Interview 40%: General knowl¬ 
edge, achievements, vocabulary, 
voice 

Swimsuit 30%: Beauty, poise, 
posture 

Evening Gown 30%: Beauty, 
charm, grace 

PRIZES: First Prize — $150 cash, 
trophy, sash, and all-expense 
paid trip to Washington, D.C. 
June, 1993 

Second Prize — $100 cash, gift, 
and alternate to Washington, 
D.C. in the event the first prize 
winner is unable to go. 

Third Prize — $75 cash, gift 

Miss Congeniality — Trophy 

Consolation Prizes —$50 cash 
to each non-winner. 1991's queen, Maria Nekola, with Milo Thurston, board president. 

Beauty pageant entry form 
I agree to abide by the rules set forth herein and I herewith give my permission for 
the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative to use my picture and name for any publi¬ 
city purposes in connection with the contest. I understand that if I should win the 
contest and be unable to participate in cooperative activities, an alternate may be 
selected in the manner described. 

Name Phone  

Address  

Account No.   Age   Date of Birth   
(obtain from billing book) 

Parents’ Name   

If living with other than parents give name and address of person you live with. 

I certify that this information is true to the best of my knowledge. Please accept my 
entry in the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative Beauty Contest. 

Signed   
(Applicant) 
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1972 capital credits 
to be returned 

Most of you know that Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative is a non-profit organization. Any 
profits or margins generated by the cooperative 
are allocated and redistributed to the members in 
the form of capital credits. 

In late 1986, your cooperative began returning 
capital credits to its members. The first dis¬ 
tribution covered the margins earned through 
1959. Since this first retirement, the board has 
subsequently authorized the return of the margins 
for the years 1960 through 1972. 

At the July meeting, the board authorized the 
return of the capital credits for the year 1972. The 
total amount authorized for return from margins 
earned in 1972 is $131,084. Of this amount, 
$78,519 is for capital credits allocated and 
returned to your cooperative from Southern 
Illinois Power. The total now authorized for return 
amounts to nearly $850,000. We will begin mail¬ 
ing the 1972 capital credit checks to you later this 
year. 

Pamela Renee Rich, "Miss Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative 1992.” 

Miss Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Pamela Renee Rich, 18, daughter of Don and 

Lucille Rich of Anna, is the new “Miss Southern,” 
crowned at the annual meeting of the cooperative 
members held at Shawnee Community College, 
Ullin, August 6. 

Pam is a graduate of Anna-Jonesboro Com¬ 
munity High School and is enrolled at Southern 
Illinois University majoring in elementary 
education. 

In high school she was active in FHA-HERO, 
Student Council, Spanish Club, Key Club and 

yearbook staff. She was a member of Beta Club, 
Mu Alpha Theta, Honor Society, and an Alpha 
Peer Leader. 

Pam has been named in the Who’s Who Among 
American High School Students and also the 
recipient of the DAR Good Citizen Award. She was 
a 4-H member and officer for many years. 

As part of her prize. Miss Southern will accom¬ 
pany the Illinois essay winners in June 1993 on 
the “Youth to Washington” tour. 

New billing books 
New billing books will be mailed in September for your October 1 meter 

reading. If you have not received the book by October 1, call your 
Cooperative office at 827-3555 or 1-800-762-1400. 

Please note: If you are on budget billing you will not receive a book. 
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Ellen Ruth Bremer of Metropolis won the early bird 
prize, a Cobra cordless telephone furnished by SIEC. 
Jim Kaufman, SIEC office manager, presented the 
gift. 

Jack and Alice Hastings of Belknap won the RCA 
25-inch portable color television and stand furnished 
by SIEC. Office manager Jim Kaufman made the 
presentation. 

First runner-up Kimberly Ann 
Corzine, 17, daughter of Troy 
Corzine of Dongola and Patsy 
Shelby of Anna. Kim is a 1992 
graduate of Anna-Jonesboro 
C.H.S. and plans to attend Shawnee 
College to receive a degree as a 
legal secretary. High school ac¬ 
tivities included FHA, FBLA, Pep 
Club, Art Club, cheerleader, march¬ 
ing band, and team sports. 

Second runner-up April Renee 
Poole, 16, daughter of Jackie and 
Joyce Poole of Anna. April is a 
senior at Anna-Jonesboro C.H.S. 
and plans to attend Shawnee 
College to earn a bachelor's degree 
in nursing. Her high school ac¬ 
tivities include FHA, FBLA, Spanish 
Club, Art Club, Student Council 
and yearbook staff. 

The contestants chose Sheba 
Durham, 16, daughter of Gracie 
Mae Durham of Ullin as Miss 
Congeniality. Sheba is a junior at 
Century High School and plans to 
attend Shawnee College in the 
future. Her school activities include 
FHA, French Club and cheerleader. 
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Beauty pageant judges, from left: Richard Bortz, Vocational Education, 
SIU Carbondale; Art Aikman, Curriculum Instruction, SIU Carbondale; 
Dorothy Chamness, Marion, franchise holder of the Miss Southern Illinois 
Scholarship pageant; and Melissa Snyder, Troy, “Miss Southern Illinois 
of 1991." 

Orris Mosby, Jonesboro, chairman 
of the Nominating Committee, read 
the minutes of the June committee 
meeting. 

Shanell Williams, 16-year-old daughter of James and Diana Williams, Tamms; Heather Szczerba, 17-year-old 
daughter of Ben and Laurie Johnson, Cobden; "Miss Southern," Pam Rich, 18-year-old daughter of Don and 
Lucille Rich, Anna; Gail Jordan, 16-year-old daughter of Darrell and Fern Larry, Olmsted; Kim Corzine, first 
runner-up, 17-year-old daughter of Troy Corzine, Dongola, and Patsy Shelby, Dongola; Sheba Durham, "Miss 
Congeniality," 16-year-old daughter of Grade Mae Durham, Ullin; Betty Jo Williams, 16-year-old daughter 
of Billy and Donna Williams, Anna; Rachael E. Barnhill, 16-year-old daughter of Tom and Sandra Barnhill, 
Joppa; Elly Suttles, 16-year-old daughter of Tracy and Donna Suttles, Metropolis; April Poole, second 
runner-up, 16-year-old daughter of Jackie and Joyce Poole, Anna; and Wendy Jones, 17-year-old daughter 
of Dennis and Donna Jones, Grand Chain. 
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Rate increase 
For the first time in nine years, your coop- the financial obligations of the cooperative. It 

erative is going to need a rate increase. Major also ensures that any one class of service is not 
contributing factors are inflationary increases required to overpay its share. 
in labor, equipment and materials, increases The new rates become effective with your 
in interest expense, and projected increases in bills payable in October for usage beginning 
the cost of fuel. You have all seen cost-of-living on September 1. The overall increase is 
increases for food, clothing and vehicles over modest when compared to the inflationary 
the past nine years. Those same increases increases we have all experienced over the 
affect the electric utility business. For exam- past nine years. Even with the increase, your 
pie, a bucket truck that we purchased last year rates will continue to be among the lowest in 
cost 40 percent more than a similar truck pur- Illinois. 
chased in 1983. We have seen comparable Nearly 95 percent of you read your own 
increases in poles, wire, insulators and other meter each month. You have either already 
equipment. received or will soon be receiving the new 

To properly design the new rates, the board billing packets. These packets will contain the 
of directors hired a consultant to conduct a new rate charts. For your information, listed 
cost of service and rate analysis. The cost of below are comparisons of SIEC’s three most 
service and rate analysis was necessary to common rates, namely: Farm and Home, Rate 
insure that each classification of service pays 01; All Electric, Rate 03; and Small Commer- 
its fair share of the revenue necessary to meet cial, Rate 04. 

Farm and Home — Rate 01 
Present Rate New Rate 

Facility Charge (minimum) $8.75 $10.00 

First 500 kwh $0.0885 $0.0925 

Over 500 kwh $0.0575 $0.0610 

All Electric — Rate 03 
Present Rate New Rate 

Facility Charge (minimum) $8.75 $10.00 

First 500 kwh $0.0885 $0.0925 

Next 500 kwh $0.0575 $0.0610 

Over 1,000 kwh $0.0540 $0.0560 

Small Commercial — Rate 04 
Present Rate New Rate 

Facility Charge (minimum) $8.75 $10.00 

First 1,000 kwh $0.0950 $0.1010 

Next 2,000 kwh $0.0775 $0.0835 

Over 3,000 kwh $0.0565 $0.0625 

Abandoned property and 1991-92 uncashed checks 
Abandoned property 

The abandoned property list as of January 31, 
1985, includes the following names with their last 

known addresses. Refund checks issued to these 
members were returned because of no forwarding 
address: 

M.H. Jacobs, Olmsted 
Orville Johnson, 

c/o Richard Johnson, Tamms 
Earl D. Thompson, Olive Branch 

Charles F. Laughlin, Salem 
Vernon Crawford, Eagle Lake, Fla. 
Leon M. Chew, Herrin 
Susie Stone, McClure 

Catherine Smith (deceased), 
c/o Dora Hancock, Jonesboro 

Bill Burton, Belknap 
Gene Field, McClure 

1991-92 uncashed checks 
Checks issued to the following were returned 

because of no forwarding address. 
Joe Lentz, c/o Pat Orsburn, Route 2 Box 175, Tamms, IL 62988 
Stephanie L. Snodgrass, ROB 32, Brookport, IL 62910 
Amos Coleman, Tamms, IL 62988 
Robert Halliburton, POB 133, Pulaski, IL 62976 
Donna Kay Fritz, POB 195, Mounds, IL 62964 
Veronica Joplin, 2062 Linden Ave. #3E, Waukegan, IL 60087 

Lisa R. Ralls, Route 2, Cobden, IL 62920 
John L. Buskohl, Route 1 Box 344, Chester, IL 62233 
Edwin Burris, Route 1 Box 158, Tamms, IL 62988 
William L. Ashworth, 202Vi N. Main St. #4, Anna, IL 62906 
Mike Slate, Route 1 Box 265, Golconda, IL 62938 
Michael Matt, POB 126, McClure, IL 62957 
Tim R. Pearl, POB 215, Jonesboro, IL 62952 
Gary R. Wolf, Route 2 Box 47, Cobden, IL 62920 
David & Brenda Logsdon, Route 1 Box 196, Kansas, IL 61933 
Mildred E. Darnell, Route 3 Box 363, Metropolis, IL 62960 
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1991 margins allocated to members 
Margins from 1991 in the 

amount of $783,868.90 plus an 
additional amount of $44,462.98 
in unclaimed capital credit 
checks from years 1953 through 
1967 have been allocated to 
members who received electric 
service from Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative during 
1991. The factor used for the 
allocation is 0.078762462. 

To calculate your specific 
allocation, multiply your annual 
electric bill total (less state taxes) 
in dollars times the factor above. 
This is the amount of capital 
credits earned and credited to 
your patronage capital account. 

For example, if you paid 
$1,000 for electricity during 
1991, you would multiply 
that amount by the factor of 
0.078762462 which would yield 
a credit to your patronage capi¬ 
tal account of $78.76. This 

amount is available for refund¬ 
ing in future years when the 
board of directors determines 
that financial conditions will per¬ 
mit its return. Capital credits 
have been returned for margins 
earned through 1971. Addi¬ 
tionally, the board has author¬ 
ized the return of capital credits 
for margins earned in 1972, and 
those checks will be mailed later 
this year. 

Please remember, to receive 
capital credits, you must be a 
member and have electric ser¬ 
vice in your name. If your ser¬ 
vice is in someone else’s name, 
capital credits will be assigned to 
them. If your service is in the 
name of a deceased person, it 
would be helpful if you would 
contact the cooperative and 
have the service changed to your 
name. 

Random meter check 
Ninety-five percent of our 

members read their own meters. 
The majority of these people 
send in accurate readings. 

Periodically we perform a ran¬ 
dom meter check to verify the 

accuracy of the readings sent in 
by the members. 

You may see SIEC service¬ 
men in your area reading 
meters! 

Office closing 
The Cooperative office will be closed Wednesday, 

November 11, to honor those Americans who have served their 
country in the defense of our freedom. 

HOME GROWN 
AND PEOPLE 

OWNED. That defines your local 
cooperatives. And 

they're part of a network of 
47,000 throughout the United 
States. 

Co-ops serve about 120 
million people — nearly half 
the U.S. population — and 
have been providing goods and 
services, efficiently and 
economically, for many, many 
years. For example, there are 
co-ops for electric and tele¬ 
phone service, housing, 
insurance, food, health and day 
care, farm marketing and 
supply, credit unions and news 
services. 

Owned by those they serve, 
co-ops can be found every¬ 
where from coast to coast. 
Whether they're big or small, 
co-ops arc committed to 
meeting people's needs and 
helping their communities 
prosper. 

So check out your local, 
home-grown co-ops; they're 
workint: hard for you 
and your neighbors. 
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Look up and live safely! 

Farming is most 
dangerous occupation 

IF you asked someone on the 
street to name a physically dan¬ 
gerous occupation, the answer 
might be coal mining or high- 
rise construction. However, 
National Safety Council statis¬ 
tics show that farming has the 
highest fatality rate of any 
occupation in the United States. 

In 1991, agriculture claimed 
44 fatalities per 100,000 workers 
compared to 42 in 1990 and was 
the only occupation to see a 
significant increase. Agriculture 
has recorded the highest rate of 
accidental work deaths for seven 
out of the last 10 years. 

Statistics show nearly 1,400 
farmers, ranchers, and others 
involved in agriculture were 
killed on the job in 1991. About 
125,000 suffered disabling 
injuries. There were also 300 
children under the age of 14 who 
were killed in farming accidents. 
Increased death rates from can¬ 
cer and other diseases caused by 
long-term exposure to farm 
chemicals and environmental 
hazards are not included in 

these accident figures. 
Safety isn’t expensive, but 

deaths and injuries are. The 
price tag for deaths and injuries 
in U.S. agriculture cost pro¬ 
ducers more than $3 billion. 

“The public perception is 
that mining is more dangerous, 
because miners usually die 
in groups and the events are 
covered by television,” says 
Owen R. Smith, Southern 
Illinois University-Carbondale 
agricultural mechanization 
specialist. “Farmers typically 
die alone, often while doing jobs 
they should not have attempted 
alone.” 

Public perception also affects 
government spending priorities, 
Smith says. Nearly $100 million 
is spent each year on mining 
safety, while only $1 million is 
spent on farm safety, he notes. 
“That’s less than $1 per farmer, 
and much of this money goes for 
accident data collection, rather 
than accident prevention.” 

“Farmers and ranchers are in 
a different position than most 

other occupations,” says Larry 
Williams, a farm safety spe¬ 
cialist. “Mines and construction 
sites often employ a safety 
specialist. However, farmers and 
ranchers must be their own 
safety specialist.” Williams says 
even with an increase in agricul¬ 
tural education, there is still an 
increase in the agriculture death 
rate. “There are too many peo¬ 
ple dying on America’s farms,” 
he explains. 

The leading cause of agricul¬ 
tural deaths was tractor rollover 
accidents. Rollover protective 
structures (ROPS) would elimi¬ 
nate these deaths. Williams also 
recommends seat belts on trac¬ 
tors in addition to the ROPS. The 
use of extreme caution would 
prevent the tractor rollovers. 

Two specific age groups of 
farming participants face greater 
danger in their work place than 
their non-farming counterparts, 
said Lorna Kirby of the Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois Agriculture 
Extension academic staff. 

“Farm children face hazards 
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that their urban cousins do not. 
The other age group includes 
those producers who do not 
retire at age 65 as do their off- 
farm cousins,” Kirby said. 

The National Safety Council 
statistics show that seasons 
affect accident rates. Harvest 
time is the worst, but planting 
season runs a close second. 
Workers tend to operate com¬ 
plicated equipment they aren’t 
familiar with and under produc¬ 
tion pressures for long periods of 
time. Accident rates go up late in 
the day and in the hour before 
mealtimes. Most accidents can 
be attributed to carelessness 
often caused by fatigue or stress. 

Improved safety education 
will reduce the accident rate. 
Farm children need to know 
proper safety procedures and 
precautions. Establishing a “No 
Rider” policy for tractors is 
another way to prevent tragedy. 
Farm operators should review 
safety practices and conduct 

periodic safety training sessions 
for their employees. 

This year’s harvest is near, 
and farmers throughout the 
Cooperative service area will 
once again be hard at work 
bringing in this year’s crops. 
This is also the time of year 
when your Cooperative sees an 
increase in guy wire, pole and 
line damage. Take time to check 
for hidden obstacles before you 
start harvesting or before you 
move equipment. 

If your vehicle, or equipment 
attached to it, contacts an elec¬ 
tric line, remain in the vehicle 
and call for help. If you must 
leave the vehicle, jump free of it 
so you are not touching the 
ground and the vehicle or equip¬ 
ment at the same time. Always 
have someone call the Coopera¬ 
tive office as soon as possible to 
report contact with power lines 
or damage to poles or other 
equipment. Think safety first! 

Get to know your employee 

George 

Carl D. George began his 
cooperative career immedi¬ 
ately following graduation 
from Dongola High School in 
the fall of 1953. 

The Cooperative had just 
launched the resale depart¬ 
ment. Truck loads of plumb¬ 
ing fittings and fixtures, 
freezers, refrigerators, washers, 

dryers, small appliances and 
appliance parts of all descrip¬ 
tion were arriving daily. He 
recalled the hours spent 
sorting tow sacks full of parts 
and fixtures that had to be 
inventoried and put into 
stock. 

Carl moved into the engi¬ 
neering department as work 
order clerk in 1955, was 
named assistant engineer a 
few years later, and then 
system engineer in the spring 
of 1977. 

Carl married the former 
Aneta Hileman. The couple 
have two sons, Larry and 
Rick, and three grandchil¬ 
dren. Carl continues to op¬ 
erate a farm and raise a few 
cattle. His hobbies are reading 
and gardening. He tends two 
large gardens each growing 
season and especially enjoys 
sharing the fruits of his labors 
with his friends and neighbors. 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.0. Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Milo Thurston Pulaski County 

Vice pres. George R. Inman Pulaski County 

Sec.-treas. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 

Lawrence Wilke Massac County 

Guy Casper Johnson County 

Bob J. Ury Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss Alexander County 

Manager Larry Lovell 

Attorney Ronald E. Osman 

Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call-numbers to call- 
and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday 

Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 
1 800 762 1400 

or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 

Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during 
regular office hours. This is Monday 
through Friday between the hours of 
8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

Call Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 
or Ken Corzine 827-4202 Dongola 
or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 
or *Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 
or *Robin Ramage 524-3516 Metropolis 
or Tarry Keller 524-3518 Metropolis 

*Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 
Ramage and Larry Keller are utility 
servicemen. Once outages start, they will 
be out working and there might not be 
anyone at home to answer their phone. 
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1992 door prizes 
Annual meeting August 6, 1992 

PRIZE DONOR 

Early Bird 
Stinger electronic bug killer Oil Field Electric 

George Barringer, Dongola West Frankfort 
Toastmaster Snackster Brownstown Electric Suppl\ 

David & Mary Ann Gearing, Cypress Brownstown, Ind. 
First Alert fire extinguisher Oil Field Electric 

Harold Tapley, Karnak West Frankfort 
Magnetic base worklight Jim Wilson Company 

Steven Pritchett, Grand Chain Cape Girardeau, Mo. 
Cobra cordless telephone SIEC 

Ellen Ruth Bremer, Metropolis 

Igloo 36 qt. fun pack cooler Oil Field Electric 
Gordon Conant, Villa Ridge West Frankfort 

$10 gift certificate B J Foods 
and Dongola 

$10 electric credit SIEC 
Perry Miller, Metropolis 

Black & Decker cordless screwdriver Oil Field Electric 
Jerry Willoughby, Miller City West Frankfort 

Gift subscription Midwestern Antiques Gazette Democrat 
Dale Mowery, Tamms Anna 

Serpentine desk folder Stiles Office & Art Supply 
Olas Cook, Anna Carbondale 

Black & Decker Dustbuster Oil Field Electric 
Keith Pick, Grand Chain West Frankfort 

21 lb. Power Plus detergent Fruit Belt Service Company 
Duane Hoffner, Dongola Vienna 

1 yr. subscription Cairo Citizen 
and Cairo 

$10 electric credit SIEC 
Phillip Brown Dongola 

Stanley 20-pc. socket set Oil Field Electric 
William Parker, Villa Ridge West Frankfort 

Gift subscription River Country Outdoors Gazette Democrat 
Lewis Evers, Belknap Anna 

Presto Poplite hot air corn popper Oil Field Electric 
Dorothy Houseright, Karnak West Frankfort 

Mr. Coffee coffeemaker Ledbetter, Toth & Assoc. 
Darrell Larry, Olmsted Springfield, Mo. 

US Mint 1991 proof set Henry A. Petter Supply Co. 
and Paducah, Ky. 

$10 electric credit SIEC 
Henry Tripp, Jr., Dongola 

PRIZE DONOR 

First Alert fire extinguisher 
Raymond McElmurry, Jr., Pulaski 

1 yr. subscription 
and 

$ 10 electric credit 
Catherine Dillow, Cobden 

15-in. electric jumbo fry pan 
Glenn Hoffner, Dongola 

Sony AM/FM Walkman 
Thomas Barnhill, Metropolis 

Stihl Cap & $20 coupon 
and 

$10 electric credit 
Norma Lauderdale, Goreville 

Mr. Coffee iced tea pot 
Waymon Butler, Pulaski 

Presto Kitchen Kettle 
Lawrence Burzynski, Metropolis 

Living plant 
Harry Foss, Metropolis 

Rival hand held blender 
Leonard Stratemeyer, Belknap 

Ray 0 Vac Workhorse lantern 
Edwin Eddleman, Anna 

Black & Decker can opener 
James Land, Buncombe 

1 yr. subscription 
and 

$10 electric credit 
Tracy Suttles, Metropolis 

Regal electric knife 
Melvin Lessar, Tamms 

Presto Fry Baby 
Nathaniel Lowery, Joppa 

GE AM/FM clock radio 
Barry Hileman, Dongola 

12-in. 3-speed oscillating fan 
Donald Childers, Goreville 

West Bend Quik Drip 10-cup coffeemaker 
George McCommons, Dongola 

Oil Field Electric 
West Frankfort 

Dongola Tri-County Record 
Dongola 
SIEC 

United Utility Supply Coop. 
Louisville, Ky. 

Oil Field Electric 
West Frankfort 

John McCarver's Repair 
Buncombe 
SIEC 

Big D Electric Co. 
Eldorado 

Oil Field Electric 
West Frankfort 

Fisher's Florist 
Dongola 

Oil Field Electric 
West Frankfort 

Guy Gray Supply Co. 
Paducah, Ky. 

Oil Field Electric 
West Frankfort 

Cairo Citizen 
Cairo 
SIEC 

Oil Field Electric 
West Frankfort 

Electric Laboratories 
Mattoon 

Oil Field Electric 
West Frankfort 

Fletcher-Reinhardt Co. 
St. Louis, Mo. 
WaterFurnace of Illinois 
Jacksonville 

Grand Prize 
RCA color TV with remote control 

Jack Hastings, Belknap 

Winner 
SIEC 

Abandoned property 
Abandoned property as of 
12/31/87 

The abandoned property list 
as of December 31, 1987, in¬ 
cludes the following names with 
their last known addresses. 
Refund checks issued to these 
members were returned because 
of no forwarding address. 

Jerry Rose, Cape Girardeau, 
Mo. 

Dennis J. Holt, Karnak 
Stan Dietzman, Jacksonville, 

N.C. 

Michael J. Webb, Leesburg, 
Fla. 

Wayne Davis, Olive Branch 
Robin V. Goskie, Olive Branch 
A.T. Edmonds, St. Louis, Mo. 
O.E. Johnson, Anna 
Walter Cronin, Jonesboro 
Mike Piotrowski, Metropolis 
Carole R. Lentz, Cape 

Girardeau, Mo. 
John J. Olivo, Beebe, Ark. 
Irene McElmurry, Pulaski 
Brenda K. Johnson, 

Jonesboro 

Roscoe Poole, Anna 
Charles Laughlin, Salem 
Jimmy E. White, Paducah, 

Ky. 
William A. Jones, Troy 
Marvin Scot Baker, Jonesboro 
Allan Corson, Hobe Sound, 

Fla. 
Earl Boyd, Anna 
Velma Dillow, Cobden 
Kay Swink, Anna 
Robert Wilson, Metropolis 
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Back 
to 
school 
Our employees continue their 

education the year ‘round 
Our employees continue their education the year ‘round. For employees of 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, the school season is all year ‘round. 
Employees attend classes and workshops tailored to the many skills demanded 
for your cooperative’s successful operation. 

Employee workshops cover a broad range of topics—power line repair and line 
safety, office computer training, secretarial skills, accident investigation and 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation are just a few. Management personnel and 
directors also attend classes to further their education in member-owned utility 
operations. 

Technology and operation methods are ever changing. That’s why your electric 
cooperative offers continuing education for its personnel. The knowledge and skills 
of our personnel will affect you, the member, down the line. 
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Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.0. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President Milo Thurston Pulaski County 

Vice pres. George R. Inman Pulaski County 

Sec. trees. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 

Lawrence Wilke Massac County 

Guy Casper Johnson County 

Bob J. Ury Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss Alexander County 

Manager Larry Lovell 

Attorney Ronald E. Osman 

Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call—numbers to call— 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m„ Monday through Friday 

Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 

Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during 

regular office hours. This is Monday 

through Friday between the hours of 

8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

Call Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 

or Ken Corzine 827-4202 Dongola 

or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 

or ‘Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 

or *Robin Ramage 524-3516 Metropolis 

or ‘Larry Keller 524-3518 Metropolis 

*Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are utility 

servicemen. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there might not be 

anyone at home to answer their phone. 

SIEC utility serviceman Enloe Clemons during instruction at the 1992 
Hot Line Maintenance School conducted September 28 through October 
2 on the campus of Lincoln Land Community College in Springfield by 
the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 

Vegetation management 
for rights-of-way 

Sam Brown, meter tester lineman 

October 7 and 8, Sam Brown, 
SIEC meter tester lineman, and 
Ken Corzine, cooperative line 
superintendent, attended vege¬ 

tation management classes at 
SIU at Carbondale. The sessions 
were sponsored by the Division 
of Continuing Education and 
several of the country’s major 
brush control chemical manu¬ 
facturers. 

The two-day workshop pro¬ 
vided both observation and 
hands-on learning experiences. 
Manual ground, aerial by heli¬ 
copter, and other available 
application methods were dem¬ 
onstrated on test plots as well as 
the rates of application. 

During the program different 
chemicals were evaluated, 
multiple combinations and 
multiple effects were discussed, 
and a variety of products were 
compared. 
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Apprentice lineman Dennis 
Abercrombie completed "climbing 
school" earlier this year while 
attending a two-week school 
conducted by the AIEC. He studied 
safe pole-climbing techniques and 
participated in classroom electrical 
theory and application. Dennis also 
attended the two-week under¬ 
ground distribution school in 
Springfield in October. 

Accountant Loraine McGee joined 
cooperative accountants from 
throughout the state October 13 
for the IEC Accountants' Associa¬ 
tion fall workshop. Tom Lewis, 
Ph.D. of Creighton University, con¬ 
ducted a one-day seminar on the 
intermediate and advanced con¬ 
cepts of budgeting for electric 
distribution cooperatives. Loraine 
became accountant at SIEC in 
January 1991. 

Get to know your employee 

Eddleman 

Janet Eddleman is assistant 
engineer at SIEC. She began 
her career at the cooperative 
in September 1962. This fall 
marked her 30th year of 
service. 

Janet spent her early school 
days in Florida. During her 
high school years, the family 

moved back to Southern 
Illinois and she graduated 
from Anna-Jonesboro Com¬ 
munity High School. 

Janet worked as cashier- 
receptionist for 10 years. She 
was promoted in 1972 to 
payroll clerk, in 1978 to work 
order clerk, and in 1984 to 
assistant engineer. 

Her responsibilities as assis¬ 
tant engineer include check¬ 
ing bad poles, staking out new 
service, maintaining maps 
and records, defining 
materials for work orders, and 
related activities. 

Janet is married to Leroy 
Eddleman. They have two 
married sons, Mark and Dana. 
The family operates a grain 
and livestock farm in rural 
Dongola. 

Janet spends most of her 
work day out of doors regard¬ 
less of the weather. When 
asked to name her favorite 
hobby or pastime she replied, 
“I enjoy outdoor activities.” 

Happy Thanksgiving 

The directors and employees of Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative wish you and yours a happy and pleasant 
Thanksgiving. 

The Cooperative office will be closed Thursday, November 26, 
and Friday, November 27, for the Thanksgiving holidays. 
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Satellite TV services available 
to members of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Call toll-free 1-800-44RURAL (447-8725) 

ECONOMY PACK $8.95 
Arts & Entertainment 
CNN 
Country Music Television 
Discovery 
ESPN 
Family Channel 
Headline News 
Nashville Network 
USA 
WON 
WTBS 

BASIC SERVICE $12.95 
Arts & Entertainment 
CNN 
Country Music Television 
Discovery 
ESPN 
Family Channel 
Headline News 
Nashville Network 
USA 
WON 
WTBS 
KTVT 
Learning Channel 
Nickelodeon 
Nostalgia 
Travel Channel 
Weather Channel 
WPIX 

If you have the Economy Pack, 
Basic or Expanded Basic you 
will receive both east and west 
feeds if they are available. 

G5 BASIC $8.95 
Arts & Entertainment 
CNN 
Discovery 
ESPN 
Family Channel 
Headline News 
Nashville Network 
USA 
WON 
WTBS 

EXPANDED BASIC $19.95 
Arts & Entertainment 
CNN 
Country Music Television 
Discovery 
ESPN 
Family Channel 
Headline News 
Nashville Network 
USA 
WON 
WTBS 
KTVT 
Learning Channel 
Lifetime 
Nickelodeon 
Nostalgia 
Travel Channel 
Weather Channel 
WPIX 
Black Entertainment 
MTV 
Prime Network 
VH-1 
WABC 
WRAL 
WXIA 
WSBK 
WWOR 

Any Basic without ESPN $1.00 
less. 

PREMIUM SERVICES 
PT24 $3.95 
WABC—New York 
WRAL—Raleigh 
WXIA—Atlanta 

SKYLINE $3.00 
KTLA—Los Angeles 
WSBK—Boston 
WWOR—New York 

NETLINK $5.95 
KCNC, KMGH, KRMA, KUSA, 
KWGN (All out of Denver) 

SSN $8.55 
Prime Ticket, HSE, Prime 
Sports, Prime Sports NW, 
Sunshine Network, Prime Net¬ 
work, MSGN, NESN, KBL, 
PASS, HTS, Sport South 

MTV—VH-1 $2.75 
COMEDY CHANNEL $.50 
LIFETIME $.70 
KTLA $1.05 
CNBC $.75 

To receive MTV/VH1, Comedy 
Channel, Lifetime or CNBC you 
must be subscribed to one of the 
Basic services. 

To Receive KTLA by itself you 
must be subscribed to Expanded 
Basic 

MOVIES 
HBO $7.95 
CINEMAX $7.95 
SHOWTIME $7.95 
MOVIE CHANNEL $7.95 
DISNEY $7.95 
FLIX $7.95 

Any two of HBO, Cinemax, 
Showtime, Movie Channel, 
Disney or Flix $14.95 
Any Three: $20.95 
Any Four: $27.95 
Any Five: $33.95 
Any Six: $39.95 

To receive Flix you must be 
subscribed to Showtime, Movie 
Channel or both services 

You will receive all feeds 
available for these movie 
channels 
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Chris L. Bennett named SI EC office manager 

Chris L. Bennett, office manager 

Chris L. Bennett assumed the 
duties of office manager of 
Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative on October 26. Bennett 
was named to fill the vacancy 
created by the resignation of Jim 
Kaufman. 

A native of Fairfield, Bennett 
graduated from the University of 
Evansville in 1975 with a bache¬ 
lor of science degree in business 
administration. Shortly thereaf¬ 
ter he joined Adams Electrical 
Co-Operative in Camp Point as 
an accountant. He was pro¬ 
moted to office manager in 1979 
and served in that position until 
he was named to succeed Bill 
Endicott as manager of Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Coop¬ 
erative at Fairfield on August 15, 
1988. He resigned as manager of 
Wayne-White Counties Electric, 
effective on November 30, 1990. 
Before accepting his new posi¬ 
tion with SIEC, Bennett was 
general manager of Daffron & 
Associates, a data processing 
consulting firm with headquar¬ 
ters in Bowling Green, Missouri. 

Chris and his wife Debbie 

have made their home in Anna. 
Chris’ hobbies are bow hunting, 
turkey hunting and hand guns. 
He is a newcomer to Southern 

Illinois and is very impressed 
with the beauty of the region 
and the various recreational 
opportunities. 

Office closing notice 
The Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative office will be closed Friday, 

December 25, to celebrate Christmas and Friday, January 1, to welcome 
the New Year. 
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Electric Cooperative 

618/827 3555 P.0. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President Guy Casper Johnson County 

Vice president George R. Inman Pulaski County 

Sec.-treas. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 

Lawrence Wilke Massac County 

Bob J. Ury Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss Alexander County 

Milo Thurston Pulaski County 

Manager Larry Lovell 

Attorney Ronald E. Osman 

Editor Carol L. Wilhoit 

Office Manager Chris L. Bennett 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call—numbers to call— 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.4:00 pjn., Monday through Friday 

Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 

1 800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 

Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during 

regular office hours. This is Monday 

through Friday between the hours of 

8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

Call Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 

or Ken Corzine 827-4202 Dongola 

or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 

or *Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 

or *Robin Ramage 524-3516 Metropolis 

or * Larry Keller 524-3518 Metropolis 

*Please note that Perry Dailey, Robin 

Ramage and Larry Keller are utility 

servicemen. Once outages start, they will 

be out working and there might not be 

anyone at home to answer their phone. 

Shawnee Community College scholarship 
For several years. Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative has made funds 
available to Shawnee Community College for scholarships awarded to 
students living in households receiving electricity from SIEC. Ron Medlin 
(left). Member Services Director, recently presented a check to Dr. Larry 
Choate (right). Dean of Instructional Services for SCC. 

Confusion about insurance 
It has come to our attention that members of Southern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative have received mail recently about 
insurance. There is some confusion about Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative and the insurance company. The name 
of the insurance company is Reserve National Insurance 
Company. Southern Illinois Electric is not affiliated with 
the company and does not endorse its policies. 

The mail, sent simply to “Postal Patron Local,’’ has a return 
address bearing the words: “A National Association of Rural 
Cooperative Members.” The group has no known affiliation 
with any rural electric cooperative. 

If you receive any mail about insurance or anything else, and 
you are not sure of its legitimacy, double check. If a salesman 
suggests he represents a firm affiliated with rural electrifica¬ 
tion, ask questions and get written proof of any affiliation. 

Your electric cooperative’s good will has been built on more 
than 50 years of trust. Don’t let someone trade on that good 
will and trust to sell you insurance, or anything else. 

If Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative can be of any assis¬ 
tance in answering any questions you may have, please feel 
free to call 1-800-762-1400 or 827-3555 in Dongola. 
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Get to know your employee 

Keller 

Barbara J. Keller is a billing 
clerk in the SIEC billing 
department. She joined the 
cooperative family in May 
1965. This year she cele¬ 
brated her 27th anniversary 
with the company. 

Barbara grew up in Anna 
and graduated from Anna- 
Jonesboro Community High 
School. She married Terry 
Keller and has made Dongola 
her hometown since then. 

She began her co-op career 
as a salesperson in the resale 
department. She especially 
remembers how complicated 
it was back then to learn 
the resale inventory and ter¬ 
minology. Freezers, washers, 
dryers, stoves, refrigerators, 
televisions, small appliances 

of all kinds, and repair parts 
were stocked by the depart¬ 
ment. They also sold and 
provided service for water 
pumps. 

The cooperative discon¬ 
tinued the resale department, 
and in 1986 Barbara became 
a billing clerk where she con¬ 
tinues to work at present. 
Working on the billing side re¬ 
quired her to learn an entirely 
different kind of cooperative 
business procedure. 

Barbara and Terry have a 
daughter, Deena Swink, and 
two grandsons, Cory and 
Caleb. When asked about 
hobbies or favorite pastimes, 
Barbara said she enjoys her 
church, her sorority, and her 
grandsons. 

Directors: • by® 1 'v Thomas Keller 
Guy Casper, President Pamela Lentz 
George R. Inman, Vice President Larry Lingle 
David L. Martin, Secretary'-Treasurer 
Richard D. Moss 
Raymond C. Snell 

Don Martin 
Loraine McGee 
LaRue Parr 

Milo F. Thurston Roti Medlin Teddy Earnhart Jodene Porterfield 
Glenn Tripp Carol L. Wilhoit Janet Eddleman Robin J. Ramage 
Bob Ury R. Dennis Abercrombie Bobbie Fisher John Rendleman 
Lawrence Wilke Roger D. Acuff Terry L. Grissom Betty Reynolds 

Employees: 
Cindy Aden Steve Hoffman Sam Rider 
Dare Aden Charles Holtzclaw Gary L. Roach 

Larry Lovell, Manager Sam Brown Lamar Houston, Jr. Cathleen Taylor 
Chris L. Bennett Barry Clark Barbara Keller Leonard Temke 
Kenneth L. Corzine Enloe Clemons Larry Joe Keller Stanley Jay Treat 
Carl D. George Perry Dailey Linda Keller Michael Williams 
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EMERGENCY STANDBY GENERATOR 
CONNECTION ON METER POLE 

Overcurrenl 
Protection for 
Generator 

Notes 
1. All enclosures must be weatherproof. 
2. All metallic nipples between enclosures must use locknuts 

and insulated grounding bushings. Each grounding bushing 
must be bonded to system ground. Check with local coop 
to see if use of PVC is permissable. 

3. The double pole-double throw switch must be of same 
amperage rating as meter loop main disconnect because 
it always carries full load current in normal (upper) 
position. 

4. The receptacle mounted in wp box and the pigtail and the 
2 connectors on the pigtail must be rated to handle the 
output amperage (watts divided by volts) of the standby 
generator. 

Male inlet 

Standby generator needs double-throw switch 
A portable generator or alter¬ 

nator, used at home as an emer¬ 
gency power supply source, can 
be a wonderful device in times of 
power loss. 

However, even the most useful 
device can cause serious prob¬ 
lem if not used correctly. 

One of the most common mis¬ 
conceptions about portable 
generators is that they can be 
plugged directly into a house’s 
circuitry and be used to sub¬ 
stitute for the loss of power 
during an outage. Plugging such 
a power source directly into 
your home’s circuits can cause 
serious electrical problems, 

Jim R. Kaufman resigned his 
position with Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative in early 

including burned out and badly 
overloaded circuits, creating a 
fire hazard. 

Portable power units are 
designed and rated to handle 
specific power loads, which 
should be carefully adhered to at 
all times. Trying to operate an 
entire household circuit system 
on a portable unit is asking for 
trouble. In addition, when power 
is fed into your household cir¬ 
cuits from a portable unit it is 
also being fed into your outside 
lines, energizing otherwise 
“dead” lines during outages. 
Such action can lead to severe 
damage to the system, as well as 

October to accept a position as a 
regional vice president with the 
National Rural Utilities Coopera¬ 

create a serious safety hazard. 
Double-pole switches installed 

at the meter box can prevent 
power from a portable source 
from entering incoming lines, 
reducing the potential for 
serious problems. 

If you own such a unit or are 
planning on purchasing one, 
make sure you know the oper¬ 
ating limits of this device. If you 
are not sure, please feel free to 
ask for advice from the person¬ 
nel at SIEC. They can be helpful 
in giving you specific wiring 
guides as set by the National 
Electrical Code. 

tive Finance Corporation, with 
headquarters in Washington, 
D.C. His region includes the 
states of Illinois, Iowa and South 
Dakota. 

Jim Kaufman joins NRUCFC 
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