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EDGAR ELECTRIC ANNUAL MEETING 
at Crestwood School 

Look for more details 
in February issue of Current Hi-Lites 

Happy New Year 
from Edgar Electric Cooperative 
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Recycling—now is the time to start 
We all use products made from natural resources 

such as paper, aluminum and glass. We know how 
important recycling. Recycling saves trees, spares land, 
and conserves space in our landfills. What you may not 
be aware of is the hidden benefit of recycling which 
is the energy recycling saves. 

Producing recycled paper uses 30 to 55 percent less 
energy than making paper out of new trees. If you 
recycle a foot-tall stack of newspapers, you save enough 
energy to take a hot shower every day for a week. Also, 
considerable energy is saved by not having to take gar¬ 
bage from cities distant landfills. If everyone in the 
country recycled their newspapers, 250 million trees 
could be saved each year. 

Recycled glass uses only two-thirds the energy needed 
to manufacture glass from scratch. That means for 
every soft drink bottle you recycle, you save enough 
energy to run a television set for an hour and a 

half. Refillable bottles do not need to be melted 
down before they are reused, so they save four times 
as much energy. 

It takes an incredible amount of electricity to refine 
aluminum from ore. Recycling aluminum requires only 
one-tenth as much electricity as making the same 
aluminum from ore. Throwing away an aluminum can 
wastes as much energy as if you filled the can half full 
of gasoline and poured it on the ground. It takes barely 
as much energy as there is in a tablespoon of gasoline 
to recycle that can. If thrown in the trash, an aluminum 
can will remain trash 200 years from now unless it is 
picked up and recycled. 

Americans recycle approximately 29 percent of the 
paper and 27 percent of the glass we use. That leaves 
a lot of room for improvement. 

With just a little effort we can all help save energy 
through recycling. Now is the time to start. 

Caulking saves energy dollars 
Saving energy means saving money. Caulking is one 

of the easiest and most effective ways to make your 
home more energy efficient. Caulking seals cracks 
where heat can escape from your home in the winter 
or enter in the summer. It’s estimated that caulking can 
save the average home owner $40 to $85 per year in 
energy costs. 

The most typical places to caulk are around windows 
and doors and between foundations and walls. Since 
this is where energy escapes from your home, caulk¬ 
ing will generally pay for itself within a year. 

Caulking compounds are flexible materials generally 
composed of oil based, rubber, acrylic or synthetic 
materials. It is available in a cartridge that fits into an 
open barrel, trigger operated “gun,” that dispenses the 
caulk easily. 

Most caulking compounds last from one to 20 years 
depending on the material makeup. Silicones and syn¬ 
thetics last the longest and cost the most initially. We 
suggest you invest the extra dollars to avoid repeating 
the need to caulk so often. 

When to caulk: 
The best time to caulk is in the spring or early fall 

when outdoor temperatures are between 45 to 80 
degrees F. Caulking should be applied wherever two 
different building materials or parts of structure meet. 
Check your home for energy loss in the following areas: 
• Where window or door frames meet the siding of 

the house 
• Between window sills and siding 
• Between the air conditioner and window frame 
• Where the top of the foundation meets the wood 

frame or siding 
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• Around plumbing and pipes that come through the 
walls of the house 

• Where storm windows meet window frames 
• Where dryer vents pass through the outside walls 
• Around vest and fans 
• Around gutters and downspouts 
• Around electrical and gas service entrances, phone 

lines, and outdoor water faucets 

Wind chill 

temperature chart 
When the 

thermometer 
reads 

When the wind blows at the mph below 

it reduces the temperature to: 

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 

50 50 48 40 36 32 30 28 27 26 

40 40 37 28 22 18 16 13 11 10 

30 30 27 16 9 4 0 -2 -4 -6 

20 20 16 4 -5 -10 -15 -18 -20 -21 

10 10 6 -9 -18 -25 -29 -33 -35 -37 

0 0 -5 -21 -36 -39 -44 -48 -49 -53 

-10 -10 -15 -33 -45 -53 -59 -63 -67 -69 

-20 -20 -26 -46 -58 -67 -74 -79 -82 -85 

-30 -30 -36 -58 -72 -82 -88 -94 -98 -100 

-40 -40 -47 -70 -88 -96 -104 -109 -113 -116 

-50 -50 -57 -85 -99 -110 -118 -125 -129 -132 

-60 -60 -68 -95 -112 -124 -133 -140 -145 -148 



When you decide to re¬ 
model your home or 
build a new house, the 
opti ons for your 
home’s energy source 
may seem puzzling. 
They aren’t. 

Once youVe reviewed them, you’ll choose electricity. When 
electricity is your power of choice, you’ve chosen the safe, 
dependable, cost-effective alternative. No flames or fumes in 
the house. No fuel tanks to fill or sudden shortages. Just set 
the thermostat and relax. 

©NRECA 

Edgar Electric Co-operative Association 

217/463-1002 P.O. Box 190 
Paris, Illinois 61944 

An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Operating statement — October 1991 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $4,782,706.25CR $5,367,329.19CR $616,110.47CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 3,231,804.00 3,449,043.00 367,472.00 
Transmission Expense 1,642.02 8,171.62 $7,721.74 
Distribution Expense—Operation 148,605.93 160,379.40 20,148.03 
Distribution Expense —Maintenance 302,453.88 316,016.20 42,511.23 
Consumer Accounts Expense 
Customer Service and 

175,602.65 168,941.43 19,847.21 

Informational Expense 57,467.89 42,137.88 4,360.77 
Administrative & General Expense 369,905.62 448,217.59 46,356.18 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 4,287,481.99 4,592,907.18 508,417.16 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 195,883.15 207,063.80 21,118.62 
Tax Expense —Property 44,605.00 48,200.00 4,859.00 
Tax Expense—Other 45,856.21 53,986.85 4,200.50 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 150,756.77 146,539.24 14,864.99 
Interest Expense—Other 11,334.42 36,705.46 3,503.42 
Other Deductions 5,969.70 2,375.70 -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 4,741,887.34 5,087,778.23 556,963.69 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 40,819.01CR 279,550.96CR 59,146.78CR 
Nonoperating Margins —Interest 115,532.17CR 114,341.27CR 11,107.19CR 
Nonoperating Margins —Other 
Other Capital Credits and 

2,198.75CR 5,535.38CR 574.75CR 

Patronage Dividends 9,710.52CR 13,108.31CR 13,108.31CR 
Patronage Capital or Margins 168,260.52CR 412,535.92CR 83,937.03CR 

Manager's report to the board — October 1991 
Statistics and Revenue Data September 1990 August 1991 September 1991 

Number Connected Consumers 4,915 4,919 4,910 
Average kwh Used 939.3 1,101.0 1,150.7 
Average Bill $102.48 $119.48 $125.04 
No. kwh Purchased 4,834,803 5,580,490 6,723,149 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 4,616,553 5,415,810 5,649,750 
Line Loss Percent 4.5% 3.0% 16.0% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06910 $0.06681 $0.05466 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.07237 $0.06884 $0.06504 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.11064 $0.11001 $0.10939 
Miles Energized 1,468 1,467 1,466 
Revenue Per Mile ($354.75) ($413.32) ($428.23) 
Total Expense Per Mile $328.32 $383.47 $379.92 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 
may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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Edgar Electric's water heater program: 

Always great — just got better! 
The water heater is one appliance the homeowner 

does not think much about — until it no longer is pro¬ 
ducing hot water. The water heater is generally a 
reliable appliance that requires little maintenance. The 
problem is that most water heaters today will not last 
much longer than 10 years — some less than that. If 
your water heater is approaching or beyond 10 years 
old, save yourself some trouble later; change it out now. 

And has Edgar Electric got a deal for you! If you are 
an active member on our lines, Edgar Electric will 
replace your current water heater with a new high 
efficiency water heater. FREE! 

This high-quality water heater is available at the 
cooperative office located just north of Paris. To qualify 
for this special giveaway, the member must install the 
water heater on Edgar’s system under a contract for 
five years. A radio-control switch will be included on 
the water heater for future use. 

The cooperative is making this water heater available 
to its members because of this special timer. The timer 
controls the heating elements during our peak demand 
periods — when electric usage is highest. During these 
high-usage periods, the radio control will disconnect 
the electrical circuit to the water heater. No need to 

worry about not having any hot water. The 80-gallon 
tank stores the hot water which is available during these 
“control periods.” Most of the time, there is little or 
no noticeable effect on the homeowner. These control 

Enjoy a new 

high-efficiency 

water heater 

-FREE!!! 

periods are limited to the very hottest and coldest days 
and will last only a short period of time. 

Stop by the cooperative office and check out this 
great value for yourself. A water heater display is set 
up in our lobby for your convenience. Or call the 
cooperative office during business hours at 463-4145 
or 1-800-635-4145. Below, you will find a mail form for 
your convenience. 

YES, I want to take advantage of Edgar Electric's water heater program. I, the member, 
understand the water heater will be furnished to me as an active Edgar Electric member. 
The member will arrange for pick-up and installation in their home located on the cooperative's 
lines. All pick-up and installation charges associated with the water heater will be paid by 
the member. The member also understands that EECA will call me at a later date to schedule 
the installation of the radio-controlled switch as well as yearly maintenance inspections. 

Name  

Address  City  

! i 
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BE CAREFUL WITH THE TREES, PLEASE 
Are you planning to clear land or get rid of 

dead trees? 
Cutting down trees is serious business, and 

observing a few rules will help you accomplish 
your task safely. 
• Always look overhead and to all sides 

surrounding your cutting site. Make sure the 
tree will not come into contact with any 
power lines when it falls. 

• If a tree does fall into a power line, or you 
come across a tree that has already fallen, 
do not — under any circumstance — 
attempt to remove it. 

• Stay clear of the tree and the line, and call 
us soon as possible. We'll send a crew right 
away to take care of the problem. 
Contact us for more advice before you begin 

your tree-trimming. We'll be happy to share more 
safety measures with you. 

Life-support equipment 
Edgar Electric Co-operative strives to 

maintain the best possible service to all 
of our members. Uninterrupted service 
would be a manager’s dream — never an 
outage call. In reality, though, there are 
many factors present in the environment 
that are working against that dream: 
wind, lightning, ice storms, faulty equip¬ 
ment, trees, animals, and vehicles are a 
few examples of things that come into 
contact with the line to cause outages. In 
addition, many of the maintenance jobs 
that our crews perform require the line 
to be de-energized. These are planned 
outages and are usually quite short. 

Nevertheless, if someone were dependent 
on life-support equipment that operates 
on electric power, the planned outage 
could be very serious. 

In this issue we are running a clipout 
form to return to us if you are utilizing 
such equipment, as well as the steps to 
take in case of an outage. Your coopera¬ 
tive needs to know the names and loca¬ 
tions of our members on life-support 

equipment, and we keep a registry of 
these on file in our office. We will make 
every effort to give priority to restore ser¬ 
vice on life support systems. 
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Life-support registry 
If you or a members of your family depend on 

life-support equipment, please fill out the form 
below and mail to us. 

Name  

Phone  

Address  

Location number  

Type of support equipment  j 

Days of use  Time of use  

Do vou have an emergency standby generator to 
operate this equipment? 

Yes  No  
Mail the above form to: 

Edgar Electric Co-operative Association | 
P.O. Box 190 
Paris, IL 61944 



March Motorola 
Edgar Electric’s trunked radio system provides our 

area with a much needed communications system. This 
two-way mobile radio system is totally private and offers 
many benefits to the user. A telephone interconnect 
function allows the user access to mobile telephone 
capabilities as well. The system operates in a radius of 

35 to 40 miles from the tower site located just south 
of Paris. 

So be sure to mark your calendars for Thursday, 
March 5, at 7 p.m. when you will be able to take advan¬ 
tage of some of the lowest prices available on these 
Motorola radios. If s March Motorola Radio Madness 
at the cooperative office located north of Paris. At this 
promotional meeting, radio prices will be significantly 

Whatever you enjoy watching on television — 
sports, news, comedy programs or movies, E.E.C. 
Services, Inc. has a program package to meet your 
entertainment needs. Complete installation of 
satellite dishes is available as well. 

Don’t miss out on the enjoyment you deserve. 
Call us at 463-4145 or 1-800-635-4145 during 
business hours or stop by the cooperative offices. 

radio madness 
reduced for this special sale. Everyone attending the 
sale qualifies for a chance to win a free basic radio. 
Financing on all new radio purchases is available 
through Edgar Electric’s subsidiary, E.E.C. Services, Inc. 

Edgar Electric’s trunking system is proving to be 
a very successful system. The system today provides 
two-way mobile telecommunications to more than 
100 very satisfied customers. Stop by the promotional 
meeting that evening to learn more about how your 
family or business can benefit from private two- 
way radio telecommunications. Or call the Member 
Services department during business hours for more 
information! 

Let's keep in touch! 
We want to hear from you, our members. 
Please phone, stop by or send us a note 

whenever you have a question about your co-op’s 
service. Or, perhaps you might want to share ideas 
and thoughts with us. 

We especially want to visit with you during the 
co-op’s annual meeting. That’s when we all get 
together to discuss ways to keep our cooperative 
an important part of your life. 

Let’s hear from you! We value your opinions! 

Edgar Electric Annual Meeting 
Saturday, March 28 
at Crestwood School 

Paris 

When you're on the go . . . 
go with Motorola pagers from Edgar Electric 

"if you need me . . . beep me!" 

• rent or buy 
• 30-mile radius of Paris 
• many area options available 
• easy to use, portable 
Now everyone can reach you at a 
moment's notice be it friends, family, 
staff or clients . . . everyone! 
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Operating statement — November 1991 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $5,423,305.31 CR $5,869,287.68CR $501,958.49CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 3,653,802.00 3,824,497.00 375,454.00 
Transmission Expense 1,642.02 8,171.68 -0- 
Distribution Expense—Operation 162,172.27 174,357.00 13,977.60 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 332,394.84 351,194.79 35,178.59 
Consumer Accounts Expense 
Customer Service and 

191,147.65 182,018.75 13,077.32 

Informational Expense 59,808.37 45,678.75 3,540.87 
Administrative & General Expense 410,046.17 489,450.00 41,232.41 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 4,811,013.32 5,075,367.97 482,460.79 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 215,976.42 228,374.23 21,310.43 
Tax Expense —Property 49,118.00 53,059.00 4,859.00 
Tax Expense—Other 52,072.33 61,889.15 7,902.30 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 165,312.71 160,756.00 14,216.76 
Interest Expense—Other 13,995.38 39,910.94 3,205.48 I 
Other Deductions 6,566.67 2,375.70 -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 5,314,055.33 5,621,732.99 533,954.76 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 109,249.98CR 247,554.69CR 31,996.27CR 
Nonoperating Margins —Interest 127,222.81CR 125,492.88CR 11,151.61CR 
Nonoperating Margins—Other 
Other Capital Credits and 

2,697.15CR 6,126.01CR 590.63CR 

Patronage Dividends 9,710.59CR 13,108.31CR -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 248,880.53CR 392,281.89CR 20,254.03CR 

Manager's report to the board — November 1991 
Statistics and Revenue Data November 1990 October 1991 November 1991 

Number Connected Consumers 4,915 4,910 4,894 
Average kwh Used 939.3 1,150.7 873.9 
Average Bill $102.48 $125.04 $101.76 
No. kwh Purchased 4,834,803 6,723,149 4,675,747 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 4,616,553 5,649,750 4,276,997 
Line Loss Percent 4.5% 16.0% 8.5% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06910 $0.05466 $0.08030 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.07237 $0.06504 $0.08778 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.11064 $0.10939 $0.11807 
Miles Energized 1,468 1,466 1,466 
Revenue Per Mile ($354.75) ($428.23) ($350.41) 
Total Expense Per Mile $328.32 $379.92 $364.23 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we | 
may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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Current Hi-lights 
published by Edgar Electric Co-operative 
Paris, Illinois 

g».i Telephone 463-4145 

Cooperative will 
begin propane supply 
business April 1 

Following a comprehensive survey of its members, Edgar Electric 
Cooperative will launch on April 1 a full-service propane gas subsidiary. 
The cooperative’s nine-member board, after nearly three years of study 
and consideration of the possibility of the cooperative’s becoming a 
supplier of propane gas in this area, decided to launch the subsidiary 
operation, to be known as Edgar Propane Supply. 

The board’s decision was based heavily upon a survey conducted this 
past fall in which results indicated significant membership support for 
such an auxiliary business. The survey results indicated that a large 
percentage of Edgar Electric members support the concept of the 
cooperative becoming a propane sup¬ 
plier and would become customers, 
citing quality service and competitive 
prices as their major considerations. 

“We found, in the survey results, 
what the board and management 
determined to be sufficient member 
support to move forward with further 
analysis of whether the cooperative 
could meet the members’ needs,’’ Tom 
Hentz, manager, said. “The staff ex¬ 
amined the present propane market, 
assessed the cooperative’s capability to enter the market, and 
recommended to the board that the members’ interests would be served 
by establishing the propane subsidiary,’’ he added. 

“The membership’s needs are the most important factor in determining 
what a cooperative does,’’ explained Joe Welsh of Marshall, board 
president. “We found several years ago that a sufficient number of 
members of the cooperative wanted access to the same television 
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programming available at the time only in cities and towns. That enabled the 
cooperative to establish a subsidiary to provide Rural TV programming along 
with the satellite receiving equipment if necessary. 

“A combination of the cooperative’s needs to upgrade its own communica¬ 
tions capabilities and members’ needs for radio and telephone communica¬ 
tions led in 1988 to the addition of this service through EEC Services, Inc., 

which was started as the subsidiary I “The membership’s needs to offer Rural TV and satellite equip- 
are the most important ment,” Welsh added. 
factor in determining ^ ^ 
what a Cooperative does. communications and television 

operations — would be separate from 
the operation of Edgar Electric Cooperative and that electric rates would not 
be negatively affected. However, net income from the propane subsidiary would 
flow to Edgar Electric Cooperative and could help defray the need for future 
increases in electric rates. 

Welsh said the entry into the propane business also addresses members’ 
interests in the cooperative being a total energy provider. “Edgar Electric Co¬ 
operative is no stranger to the energy business. The rural electrification 

movement that began in this area in I “We believe the the 1930s brought energy in the form 
of electricity to farms and homes members responses during a c/uclal period of this na. 

to the Survey reflect tion’s history. The formation of 
a present-day Statement Edgar Electric in 1938 was a state- 
Of what they want their ment by its members that energy 
cooperative to be - was vltal- Wc ^lieve the me™bys' 

\ . responses to the survey reflect a 
a fuU-seryice energy present -day statement of what they 
organization.’’ want their cooperative to be — a full- 

service energy organization,’’ he 
said. As with the communications and television subsidiary, the sale of pro¬ 
pane will not be limited to members of the cooperative. “It’s good for our 
members for these subsidiaries to be successful, which has proven to be the 
case with EEC Services,” Hentz said. “The cooperative meets its members’ 
needs in a competitive manner, and it provides services to non-members at 
competitive prices with the benefits going to the cooperative.” 

Welsh stressed the fact that only commercial funding sources were used 
to finance the new venture. “No Rural Electrification Administration or Edgar 
Electric Cooperative money is being used to support the propane subsidiary. 
The subsidiary is separate from Edgar Electric and will have no negative im¬ 
pact on electric rates,” Welsh said. 

Hentz added that the propane business entry also offers Edgar Electric 
members the opportunity to participate in the cooperative’s new Dual Fuel 
program. “We are establishing a special rate for this program, which involves 
members’ use of electricity for primary home heating and propane as a back¬ 
up source during peak demand periods. (A separate article in this issue ex¬ 
plains the details of the Dual Fuel program.) 
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The members’ responses 
to the survey 

Yes 64% 
Should EEC Services 
expand into propane? 

No Response 19% 

No 14% 
Maybe or Unsure 3% 

Would you switch to EEC 

No 22% 

Feelings toward 
Edgar Electric Cooperative 
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Dual Fuel 
The affordable choice 

What is a Dual Fuel system? 
A Dual Fuel system combines two energy sources — electricity as a primary source and 

an alternative fuel as a secondary source. In this instance, LP gas, or propane will be the 
secondary fuel source. If you presently have a propane system, you may qualify to join the 
cooperative's new Dual Fuel program. By joining the program, you will realize lower annual 
heating costs. 

How does the system work? 
During most of the year, your home will be heated by electricity. The propane system will 

take over during Edgar Electric’s peak energy periods. These peak periods are when the 
cooperative’s wholesale power costs are the highest. An example would be the coldest or 
hottest days of the year. The transfer from one heating system to the other is automatic 
through radio-controlled switches at the cooperative office. Our increasing peak will be 
monitored by the engineering department. As our system reaches its peak, the radio-controlled 
switch transfers from one heating system to the other. The homeowner will not even realize 
the switch has been made. 

Improved efficiency 
This method of combining electricity with LP gas is a wise decision. During most of the 

year, you use electricity, a clean renewable energy source of proven efficiency. The LP gas 
will be in reserve for when the temperatures are at their peak. 

How much will it cost to install the Dual Fuel system? 
If you qualify, a 10-KW electric plenum heater will be installed in your LP furnace ductwork. 

The equipment will be provided to the member free of charge; however there will be a small 
installation charge. In most cases, the fuel savings will recoup the cost of installing the system 
in less than a year. After that, the savings are yours. 

How much trouble is it to install the system? 
In most cases, the Dual Fuel system can be installed quickly and easily. The electric heating 

system must be submetered. A meter and meter base will be provided by Edgar Electric 
Cooperative at no charge. 

Who can participate? 
Edgar Electric members who agree to install an electric plenum into their current LP gas 

heating system. A contract must be signed before the member can participate. The electric 
service and the heating system should be inspected first to see that all criteria for the program 
and equipment are met. 
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save 
with 

Edgar 
Electric 
Co-operative's 

What are the benefits of 
Dual Fuel? 

Participants of the program will realize 
immediate and future savings from reduced 
annual heating bills. They will also save by 
creating new off-peak kilowatt-hour sales, 
thus spreading the fixed costs of the coopera¬ 
tive across a broader base. Such new sales 
hold down the cost of electricity today and 
offer the potential of deferring any future rate 
increases. 

Dual Fuel rate 
A very attractive Dual Fuel rate is available 

at 3.5 cents/kwh and applies only to kwhs 
used for heating in a Dual Fuel application. 
This special rate applies for the kwhs used on 
the submeter, which will be read monthly by 
the member. A separate billing will be sent for 
the Dual Fuel rate. The regular household 
consumption is still billed under the regular 
service rate. 

Help yourself, help your neighbors 
The escalating cost of fuel, rising construc¬ 

tion rates and general inflation in our econ¬ 
omy will continue to play a major role in our 
energy needs. But how fast and by how much 
costs will rise depends on each of us. By bet¬ 
ter insulating our homes, wiser personal use 
of energy and through programs such as the 
Dual Fuel program, we can help control our 
energy costs. Participate in the Dual Fuel pro¬ 
gram and encourage your neighbors and 
friends to join you. Together, we can help con¬ 
trol power costs now and in the future. 

Whom do I need contact for 
more information? 

Contact employees of Edgar Propane 
Supply for more information on how a Dual 
Fuel system can be installed in your home. 
Learn first hand why Dual Fuel is the af¬ 
fordable choice. 
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High-efficiency 
electric water heaters available 
for Edgar Electric members 

Early this year, Edgar Electric Cooperative 
began a new electric water heater program. The 
cooperative had always had a good water heater 
program. It just got better. 

The new program will have two benefits. As an 
individual consumer, you will benefit from this 
program. Second, the water heater program will 
benefit the cooperative and all its active members. 

Now is the time to replace your old water heater 
with Edgar Electric’s new electric water heater 
program. This program is quite simple. If you are 
an active member, Edgar Electric will replace your 
current water heater with a new high-efficiency 
electric water heater, free of charge! 

This high-quality water heater is available at the 
cooperative office, located just north of Paris. To 
qualify, the member must install the water heater 
on Edgar’s system under a contract for the lifetime 
of the water heater. This contract also states that 
the member will allow an Edgar Electric represen¬ 
tative access to the water heater for installation 
of a radio-controlled switch. Edgar Electric must 
also be allowed access to the water heater for a 
yearly maintenance inspection. Delivery and 
installation of the water heater will be the mem¬ 
ber’s responsibility. 

The cooperative is making this free electric 
water heater available to its members because 
of this special switch. The switch controls the 
heating elements during Edgar Electric’s peak 
demand periods — when electric usage is highest. 
This is also when wholesale power costs are the 
highest. 

During these high-usage, high-cost periods, the 
switch will disconnect the electrical circuit to the 
water heater. There is no need to worry about not 
having any hot water. The 80-gallon tank stores 
plenty of hot water to be available during these 
“control periods.” These control periods are 
limited to the very hottest or very coldest days ol 
the year. Usually there is little or no noticeable 
effect to the homeowner. 

The water heater available to members of Edgar 
Electric is on display at the cooperative head¬ 
quarters. Stop by the cooperative office and 
check out this great value for yourself. Or call the 
cooperative during normal business hours at 
463-4145 or 1-800-635-4145. 
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Edgar Electric Co-operative Association 
Annual Meeting of Members 

Saturday, March 28, 1992 
Crestwood School, Paris 

Pancake and sausage breakfast 7 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
Member registration 7 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

Meeting begins 10 a.m. 

Craft tables from: 
The Wheeler Family Pat McDaniel 
Wanda Herrington Evelyn Hayes 

Babysitting service!!! 
We hope this makes things easier for our members 

who have children and would like to attend the annual meeting. 

Display booths: 
Geothermal Heating and Cooling Two-way Mobile Telecommunications 

Satellite equipment and programming from "Rural TV" 
Edgar Propane Supply 

Grand prize award: 
19-inch Magnavox color television 

Additional door awards: 
Includes savings bonds, microwave ovens, tools, 

household appliances, safety supplies and much, much more!! 

Business meeting: 
New board members will be elected. The board secretary, board president and 

the general manager of the cooperative will give their yearly reports. An introduc¬ 
tion and presentation will also be given regarding the Edgar Electric's new sub¬ 
sidiary named "Edgar Propane Supply." 

Edgar Electric's annual meeting is your opportunity to become informed of the 
events and trends that will affect you and your cooperative. This privilege is not 
readily available to people who are served by other types of electric utilities. You, 
as a member, also have an opportunity to meet with and elect the people who 
represent you as your board of directors. All employees will be on hand at the 
breakfast and the meeting to meet with cooperative members as well. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/March 1992 12g 



Operating statement —December 1991 
Year-to-date 

: Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 
^ Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $6,002,989.73CR $6,408,258.18CR $538,970.50CR 

Cost of Purchased Power 4,037,433.00 4,190,336.00 365,839.00 
Transmission Expense -0- 8,171.68 -0- 
Distribution Expense — Operation 176,275.29 186,485.37 12,128.37 

[ Distribution Expense — Maintenance 360,908.12 378,037.69 26,842.90 
Consumer Accounts Expense 
Customer Service and 

210,392.28 195,417.68 13,398.93 

Informational Expense 63,864.01 49,704.93 4,026.18 
Administrative & General Expense 458,232.96 546,337.88 56,887.88 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 5,307,105.66 5,554,491.23 479,123.26 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 236,204.31 249,718.85 21,344.62 
Tax Expense — Property 53,631.00 57,918.00 4,859.00 
Tax Expense — Other 56,068.07 62,504.62 615.47 

r Interest on Long-Term Debt 180,177.47 175,429.64 14,673.64 
Interest Expense — Other 18,831.34 43,159.57 3,248.63 
Other Deductions 7,163.64 2,375.70 -Or 

Cost of Electric Service 5,859,181.49 6,145,597.61 523,864.62 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 143,808.24CR 262,660.57CR 15,105.88CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Interest 139,336.93CR 136,487.36CR 10,994.48CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Other 

v Other Capital Credits and 
3.266.47CR 6,711.93CR 585.92CR 

- Patronage Dividends 9,710.59CR 13,108.31CR -0- 
, Patronage Capital or Margins 296,122.23CR 418,968.17CR 26,686.28CR 

l Manager's report to the board — December 1991 
Statistics and Revenue Data December 1990 November 1991 December. 1991 

l Number Connected Consumers 4,915 4,894 4,892 
Average kwh Used 1,152.4 873.9 945.9 

^ Average Bill $116.95 $101.76 $109.33 
No. kwh Purchased 6,876,690 4,675,747 5,228,104 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 5,664,060 4,276,997 4,627,412 
Line Loss Percent 17.6% 8.5% 11.5% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.05579 $0.08030 $0.06988 

; Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.06773 $0.08778 $0.07906 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.10284 $0.11807 $0.11733 

r Miles Energized 1,468 1,466 1,467 
Revenue Per Mile ($403.52) ($350.41) ($375.29) 
Total Expense Per Mile $371.34 $364.23 $357.10 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 
may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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Current Hi-lights 
published by Edgar Electric Co-operative 
Paris, Illinois 
Telephone 463-4145 

New propane service 
Board president Joe Welsh (right) of Marshall and secretary-treasurer 

Glenn Bishop (left) of Chrisman display the Edgar Propane Supply logo to be 
applied to the propane delivery truck. With Welsh and Bishop is Tom Hentz, 
manager. 

On the cover: 
Tom Hentz (right), Edgar Electric manager shows off the propane delivery truck the 
cooperative has purchased. With Hentz are, from left: Joe Welsh, Edgar president: 
Jim Fleming, assistant line superintendent; and Glenn Bishop, secretary-treasurer. 
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Manager Tom Hentz holds the Edgar Propane Supply logo in place while Jim Fleming, assistant line superinten¬ 
dent, prepares to tape the logo to the truck. 

Edgar Electric unveils new propane 
division at annual meeting 

Saturday, March 28, 1992, marked a new era for 
Edgar Electric Cooperative Association as mem¬ 
bers attending the 53rd annual meeting learned 
of a new venture of the cooperative. Accenting its 
longstanding mission to improve the quality of life 
for its members, the cooperative unveiled its plans 
of taking on the role as “Total Energy Supplier” 
with a new enterprise known as Edgar Propane 
Supply. 

This venture becomes an addition to EEC 
Services, Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of the 
electric cooperative that offers such programs as 
satellite television equipment and “Rural TV” 
programming, two-way mobile radio and tele¬ 

phone service, a pager system and geothermal 
heating and cooling systems. 

Manager Tom Hentz unveiled Edgar Propane 
Supply during the business section of the meeting, 
saying the retail propane sales division would 
open in April. Propane gas deliveries are expected 
to begin in July. A propane bulk truck has been 
acquired and an office at Edgar's Paris head¬ 
quarters is being set up. 

Hentz cited several reasons for offering propane 
service. An important factor was its potential 
tie-in to Edgar’s Dual Fuel rate. 

“A Dual Fuel system allows a household to use 
electricity for heating the home most of the time. 
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During times of peak electric demand, such as a 
bitter cold spell for example, a secondary fuel 
system heats the home. Households participating 
in the Dual Fuel program are on a special low 
electric heat rate. The more homes that are not 
demanding electric heat during peak electric use 
times, the lower Edgar Electric's cost of pur¬ 
chasing power,” Hentz said. 

The cooperative had been considering entering 
the propane business for several years. According 
to a market survey conducted by the cooperative 
staff, a majority of Edgar Electric members would 
like EEC Services to offer propane service. A 
majority of respondents also stated they would 
switch to EEC Services for their propane pur¬ 
chases. These results further justified exploration 
of the propane project. 

Hentz also pointed out that the revenue gener¬ 
ated by the subsidiary benefits all members, even 
those members who do not participate in the 
programs. “More than $70,000 flowed back to 

Edgar Electric as a direct result of our communica¬ 
tions division in 1991,” he stated, adding this 
helps postpone rate increases for cooperative 
members. 

Hentz emphasized the launch of the propane 
division would be totally financed through com¬ 
mercial sources. No tax dollars, Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration (REA) loans or Edgar Electric 
funds will be used. 

In his report to the members, board president 
Joe Welsh of Marshall stated that “neither I nor 
the board of directors will let the operations of the 
subsidiary corporation overshadow the impor¬ 
tance of electric goals. We will not allow the sub¬ 
sidiary to jeopardize the financial integrity of our 
electric system.” 

If members would like further information on 
Edgar Propane Supply or the new Dual Fuel rate, 
they should contact the propane division during 
the cooperative’s normal business hours at 
465-5800 or 1-800-343-5800 

Edgar Propane Supply 

Three directors re-elected to board 
A sunny day brought out a large number of 

Edgar Electric members as the cooperative hosted 
its 53rd annual meeting of members on March 28, 
at Crestwood School in Paris. 

Eash year prior to the meeting, the cooperative 
hosts a pancake and sausage breakfast for its 
members. Members may also browse the many 
display tables and craft booths held before the 
meeting. Once again, Lincoln Land Visiting 
Nurses Association provided free blood pressure 
testing for cooperative members. 

The business section of the meeting included 
elections for the cooperative’s board of directors. 
Re-elected to the board of directors for three-year 

terms were Glenn Bishop of Chrisman, David 
Hollis of Paris and Joe Welsh of Marshall. 

Also serving on the board are: Jon Farris of 
Metcalf, John Fell of Kansas, Garold Farthing 
of Hindsboro, Tom Murphy of Marshall, David 
Schiver of Martinsville and Ralph Wright of Paris. 

A highlight of the meeting was the unveiling of 
the cooperative’s newest division to EEC Services 
to be known as Edgar Propane Supply. (See 
related story for more information.) 

Edgar Electric Cooperative Association provides 
electric service to nearly 5,000 members on 1,470 
miles of energized line in Clark, Coles, Douglas, 
Edgar and Vermilion counties. 
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Scenes from your 
annual meeting 

Edgar Electric board of directors, seated left to right are: Joe Welsh, Jon Farris, Glenn Bishop, John Fell. 
Standing left to right are: Steve Garst (attorney) Garold Farthing, Ralph Wright, Tom Murphy, Dave Schiver, 
David Hollis, Tom Hentz (manager). 

Young and old alike enjoyed the craft booths at the 
meeting. A babysitting service is available during the 
meeting for members with children. 
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Dual Fuel 
The affordable choice 

What is a Dual Fuel system? 
A Dual Fuel system combines two energy 

sources — electricity as a primary source and an 
alternative fuel as a secondary source. In this 
instance, LP gas, or propane will be the secondary 
fuel source. If you presently have a propane 
system, you may qualify to join the cooperative’s 
new Dual Fuel program. By joining the program, 
you will realize lower annual heating costs. 

How does the system work? 
During most of the year, your home will be 

heated by electricity. The propane system will 
take over during Edgar Electric’s peak energy 
periods. These peak periods are when the coop¬ 
erative’s wholesale power costs are the highest. 
An example would be the coldest or hottest days 
of the year. The transfer from one heating system 
to the other is automatic through radio-controlled 
switches at the cooperative office. Our increasing 
peak will be monitored by the engineering depart¬ 
ment. As our system reaches its peak, the radio- 
controlled switch transfers from one heating 
system to the other. The homeowner will not even 
realize the switch has been made. 

Improved efficiency 
This method of combining electricity with LP 

gas is a wise decision. During most of the year, you 
use electricity, a clean renewable energy source 
of proven efficiency. The LP gas will be in reserve 
for when the temperatures are at their peak. 

How much will it cost to install 
the Dual Fuel system? 

If you qualify, a 10-KW electric plenum heater 
will be installed in your LP furnace ductwork. The 
equipment will be provided to the member free of 
charge; however there will be a small installation 
charge. In most cases, the fuel savings will recoup 
the cost of installing the system in less than a year. 
After that, the savings are yours. 

How much trouble is it to install the system? 
In most cases, the Dual Fuel system can be 

installed quickly and easily. The electric heating 
system must be submetered. A meter and meter 
base will be provided by Edgar Electric Coopera¬ 
tive at no charge. 

Who can participate? 
Edgar Electric members who agree to install an 

electric plenum into their current LP gas heating 
system. A contract must be signed before the 
member can participate. The electric service and 
the heating system should be inspected first to see 
that all criteria for the program and equipment are 
met. 

What are the benefits of Dual Fuel? 
Participants of the program will realize im¬ 

mediate and future savings from reduced annual 
heating bills. They will also save by creating new 
off-peak kilowatt-hour sales, thus spreading the 
fixed costs of the cooperative across a broader 
base. Such new sales hold down the cost of elec¬ 
tricity today and offer the potential of deferring 
any future rate increases. 

Dual Fuel rate 
A very attractive Dual Fuel rate is available at 

3.5 cents/kwh and applies only to kwhs used for 
heating in a Dual Fuel application. This special 
rate applies for the kwhs used on the submeter, 
which will be read monthly by the member. A 
separate billing will be sent for the Dual Fuel rate. 
The regular household consumption is still billed 
under the regular service rate. 

Help yourself, 
help your neighbors 

The escalating cost of fuel, rising construction 
rates and general inflation in our economy will 
continue to play a major role in our energy needs. 
But how fast and by how much costs will rise 
depends on each of us. By better insulating our 
homes, wiser personal use of energy and through 
programs such as the Dual Fuel program, we can 
help control our energy costs. Participate in the 
Dual Fuel program and encourage your neighbors 
and friends to join you. Together, we can help con¬ 
trol power costs now and in the future. 

Whom do I need contact 
for more information? 

Contact employees of Edgar Propane Supply for 
more information on how a Dual Fuel system can 
be installed in your home. Learn first hand why 
Dual Fuel is the affordable choice. 
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Grand prize winner: 
Hobert E. Dixon 

*% 

Edgar Propane Supply 
Door prize winner: 

19-inch Magnavox Tom and Janet Jones 

color television 250 gallons o! propane with purchase of 
propane from Edgar Propane Supply. 

Annual Meeting door prize list — March 1992 
A big thanks to those who helped make our annual meeting a success 

Donor Prize Winner 
Altec 

Hevi-Duty Electric 
Terry Elston, Agent, 

State Farm Insurance 
Denny Pine, Sales Rep., 

Pioneer Seed Company 
Keys Fertilizer Sales 
Winkler Chevrolet-Cadillac 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Terry Elston, Agent, 

State Farm Insurance 
Denny Pine, Sales Rep., 

Pioneer Seed Company 
Keys Fertilizer Sales 
Mike Mooney, Inc. 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Terry Elston, Agent, 

State Farm Insurance 
Denny Pine, Sales Rep., 

Pioneer Seed Company 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Brownstown Electric Supply 
Terry Elston, Agent, 

State Farm Insurance 
Denny Pine, Sales Rep., 

Pioneer Seed Company 
Greg Ingram, District Sales Mgr., 

Akin Seed 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Alan Victor, Manager, 

Veterinary and Poultry Supply 
Keys Fertilizer Sales 
Mike Mooney, Inc. 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Terry Elston, Agent, 

State Farm Insurance 
Denny Pine, Sales Rep., 

Pioneer Seed Company 
Keys Fertilizer Sales 
Winkler Chevrolet-Cadillac 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 

Gift of member choice from Amagift Gift 
Service Brochure 

Emerson clock radio 
Road atlas 

Pioneer Thermos Jug 

Certificate for 1 bag 12-12-12 fertilizer 
Certificate—Free oil change 
Tapworks water distiller 
Under cabinet can opener 
Road atlas 

Pioneer Thermos Jug 

Certificate for 1 bag 12-12-12 fertilizer 
Certificate—Free oil change 
Tapworks water distiller 
Clock radio 
Road atlas 

Pioneer Thermos Jug 

Tapworks water distiller 
Snack sandwich maker 
Road atlas 

Pioneer Thermos Jug 

Agri Gold jacket 

Pencil sharpener 
Hat and spotlight 

Certificate for 1 bag 12-12-12 fertilizer 
Certificate—Free oil change 
Tapworks water distiller 
Handmixer 
Road atlas 

Pioneer Thermos Jug 

Certificate for 1 bag 12-12-12 fertilizer 
Certificate—Free oil change 
Tapworks water distiller 
Cordless drill 
Tapworks water distiller 

Henry Walling 

Alice M. Siverly 

Glenn & Katherine Fell 

Paul & Charlotte Dawson 
Eugene & Jeanette Waller 
John H. & Mary Lou Guymon 

Paul S. Watson 

Linda Brinkerhoff 
Ben & Irma Jean Hammond 
William H. & Lafern Livvix 

Bruce A. Lowe 

Robert W. & Nina Baker 
Pine Grove Community Club 

Deloss & Jeannie Perisho 

Charles & Nancy Salisbury 
Mildred J. Ray 

Patricia Winans 
Serena Connelly 
Ovid & Dolly Mae Swinford 

Walter & Clara Striegel 

Ralph & Erma Kile 
Pauline Beauchamp 
Bruce & Lynn Trefz 
Gerald Morrill 
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Road atlas Terry Elston, Agent, 
State Farm Insurance 

Denny Pine, Sales Rep., 
Pioneer Seed Company 

Greg Ingram, District Sales Mgr., 
Akin Seed 

Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Edgar County Seed Co. 

First Federal Bank 
Keys Fertilizer Sales 
Winkler Chevrolet-Cadillac 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Terry Elston, Agent, 

State Farm Insurance 
Womens’ Committee, 

Edgar Co. Farm Bureau 
Hawkeye Inspection Co. 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Westinghouse Electric 
Kaiser Estech 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Citizens National Bank of Paris 
Marrs Furniture Store 
Terry Elston, Agent, 

State Farm Insurance 
Womens’ Committee, 

Edgar Co. Farm Bureau 
Fletcher-Reinhardt 
Keys Fertilizer Sales 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Kaiser Estech 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Edgar County Bank 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Terry Elston, Agent, 

State Farm Insurance 
Electric Lab & Sales Corp. 
Hawkeye Inspection Co. 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Mettam Safety Supply Co. 
Stanley Consultants 
Linkon Auto Supply 
Motorola, Inc. 
Parkway Furniture 
WaterFurnace of Illinois 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Edgar Electric Co-op. Assn. 
Buck and Son Plumbing 

Pioneer Thermos Jug Robert W. Nelson 

Agri Gold jacket 

Heating pad Warren & Marjorie Wallace 
Blue Great Heart Seed Hat, 1 bag Vigortone cat Paul D. Blockinger 

food 
Magnavox stereo clock radio Roy R. Henry 
Certificate for 1 bag 12-12-12 fertilizer 
Certificate—Free oil change Cash & Virginia Wright 
Tapworks water distiller Wm. & Barb Dickenson 
Road atlas 

Safety sign Janet L. McGill 

Westbend souper pot 
Tapworks water distiller 
Mercury vapor security light 
1 bag K-Life water softener salt substitute 
Potpourri pot 
Tapworks water distiller 
$50 Series “EE” savings bond 
Wood framed country scene 
Road atlas 

Tom & Janet Jones 
Maurice & Doris Johnson 
Asher Community Club 

Robert & Connie Bomgardner 
Madge Buckner 
Ray Young 
Charles Cash 

Safety sign Brenda K. Napier 

12-inch oscillating fan 
Certificate for 1 bag 12-12-12 fertilizer 
7-outlet power strip 
Tapworks water distiller 
1 bag K-Life water softener salt substitute 
Superlight 
$50 savings bond 
Air Poppery II popcorn popper 
Road atlas 

Warren E. & Melva Bell 

Raymond Huey 
Jack & Cora Crane 

Thomas & Nadine Babcock 
Ralph & Doris Pantle 
Clement Richey 

1 battery operated shoe polisher 
3/8-inch variable speed drill 
Tapworks water distiller 
Complete yellow rainsuit 
Zebco rod and reel 
Compass, foot pump, comfort cushion 
Blue/white umbrella 
Small microwave oven 
10 cup quick drip coffeemaker 
Tapworks water distiller 
Skillet/griddle 
Indoor BBQ grill 
Air cleaner 
Desk lamp 
Cordless screwdriver 
Goldstar microwave oven 
Sunbeam iron 

Lyle & Marjorie Hutchings 
Roscoe & Stella Walls 
Ralph Jones 

Edmund Hiddle, Jr. 
Walter Kimble 
Maurice & Esther Marrs 
Barkley Bros. 
Carroll Hinkle 
Casimer Trefz 
Gordon & Ruth Guymon 
Donald W. & Faye M. Camp 
Herman & Norma Seidel 
Dolson Townhouse 
Theodore & Ethel Stepp 
Wanita M. Keenen 
Rowland & Gwendolyn Gilbert 

When you're on the go . . . 
go with Motorola pagers from Edgar Electric 

• rent or buy 
• 30-mile radius of Paris 
• many area options available 
• easy to use, portable 
Now everyone can reach you at a 
moment's notice be it friends, family, 
staff or clients . . . everyone! 

"if you need me . . . beep me!" 
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Operating statement — January 1992 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $537,517.73CR $573,540.40CR $573,540.40CR : 

Cost of Purchased Power 374,850.00 386,482.00 386,482.00 
Transmission Expense -0- -0- -0- 

^ Distribution Expense — Operation 19,344.03 16,541.47 16,541.47 
Distribution Expense — Maintenance 32,334.09 33,848.11 33,848.11 
Consumer Accounts Expense 
Customer Service and 

12,150.61 11,257.26 11,257.26 

f Informational Expense 4,929.19 4,086.88 4,086.88 
[ Administrative & General Expense 38,278.41 45,750.22 45,750.22 

Operation & Maintenance Expense 481,886.33 497,965.94 497,965.94 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 20,307.20 22,195.10 22,195.10 
Tax Expense — Property 4,794.00 5,071.00 5,071.00 

l Tax Expense — Other 6,852.59 5,810.02 5,810.02 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 14,914.75 14,903.39 14,903.39 
Interest Expense — Other 3,821.92 3,112.70 3,112.70 
Other Deductions 596.97 -0- -0- 

=: Cost of Electric Service 533,173.76 549,058.15 549,058.15 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 4,343.97CR 24,482.25CR 24,482.25CR 

' Nonoperating Margins — Interest 11,775.15CR 10,714.56CR 10,714.56CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Other 
Other Capital Credits and 

2,326.55 402.23 402.23 

Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 
^ Patronage Capital or Margins 13,792.57CR 34,794.58CR 34,794.58CR 

Manager's report to the board — January 1992 
^ Statistics and Revenue Data January 1991 December 1991 January 1992 

; Number Connected Consumers 4,903 4,892 4,887 
Average kwh Used 962.8 945.9 1,031.7 

^ Average Bill $108.80 $109.33 $116.39 
No. kwh Purchased 5,860,868 5,228,104 5,557,471 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 4,720,473 4,627,412 5,041,757 

! Line Loss Percent 19.5% 11.5% 9.3% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06396 $0.06998 $0.06954 

^ Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.07941 $0.07906 $0.07666 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.11541 $0.11733 $0.11485 

Miles Energized 1,468 1,467 1,467 

Revenue Per Mile ($372.59) ($375.29) ($397.99) 
Total Expense Per Mile $363.20 $357.10 $374.27 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 
may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145 
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Current Hi-lights 
published by Edgar Electric Co-operative 
Paris, Illinois 

Telephone 463-4145 

An area student representing Edgar Electric Co-operative Association joined with approximately 175 others 
from downstate Illinois in Springfield on April 29 for "Rural Electric and Telephone Youth Day." The student 
toured the State Capitol and met with legislators, and visited Abraham Lincoln's home and neighborhood, 
the Illinois Supreme Court and State Library, the Old State Capitol, the Illinois Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
and the Lincoln Tomb. She also met Illinois Lieutenant Governor Bob Kustra, who spoke at a luncheon. At 
the State Capitol she also met with Representative Mike Weaver and learned more about the General Assembly 
and the legislative process. Representing Edgar Electric Co-operative was, from left, chaperone Angela Bruce 
from Edgar Electric and Heather Miller of Marshall, with Representative Weaver. The day-long activities were 
sponsored by the electric and telephone cooperatives of Illinois. 

They are at it again! 
The National Association of Rural Co¬ 

operative Members is an insurance agency 
that has again targeted Edgar Electric 
members for an advertising campaign to sell 
group insurance. We want all our members to 
know that Edgar Electric Co-operative 
Association is not affiliated or associated with 
this organization in any way. Edgar Electric 
Co-operative does not endorse any insurance 

companies. 
As well, our cooperative does not supply a 

list of our members’ names and addresses to 
these organizations. It is company policy not 
to release this information. 

If you should have any questions regarding 
this matter, please contact the cooperative’s 
Member Services Department. 
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Edgar Propane Supply 
a division of E.E.C. Services, Inc. 

Edgar Propane Supply 

Phone: 465-5800 or 1-800-465-5800 
Along with Edgar Electric Cooperative — 

we are Your Total Energy Supplier! 

Keep track of your capital credits 
During the month of April, all past and present 

Cooperative members received a capital credit 
notice. This notice is not a billing statement. 

Like any business, money collected over and 
above the cost of operation is returned to the 
owners. This is exactly what happens in Edgar 
Electric’s case. The revenue, or margins, is 
allocated to our members in the form of capital 
credits and held to a later date. Until then, the 
capital may be invested in facilities or applied 
toward debt payment. 

As energy costs rise and members continue to 
use more electricity, our capital credit account will 
continue to grow. Your capital credit can 
accumulate to quite a large amount over a long 
period. 

The capital credit account will continue to grow 
as long as the member is living, continues to 
receive service from the cooperative and as long 
as capital credits are distributed. If the member 
discontinues the service, the account will remain 
on file without any gain. If the member restores 
the service, the account is reactivated and growth 
will resume. 
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Even though capital credits are currently being 
refunded only to estates, each member should 
take an interest in keeping their capital credit 
account up to date. We all keep bank accounts, 
stock certificates and insurance policies current. 
Your capital credit account represents your 
ownership in the cooperative, so why not keep it 
current also? 

Most accounts are joint memberships. An 
example would be a membership issued to 
husband and wife. Again, these capital credits 
cannot be refunded until the membership is con¬ 
sidered an estate. This means both parties need 
to be deceased before the capital credits can be 
refunded. 

An account left in a member’s name after one 
year past the date of the member’s death will 
forfeit any additional capital credits. Please keep 
your latest card with other important papers so all 
accounts can be transferred as soon as possible 
after the death of a member. 

If there are any questions or changes concern¬ 
ing your membership or capital credit account, 
please contact the cooperative office. 



Let the yellow tag be your guide 
There’s more to buying an 

appliance than just looking at 
the price tag. It’s also impor¬ 
tant to compare energyguide 
labels. 

When buying an air condi¬ 
tioner, you should look for a 
higher number. Air condition¬ 
ers are labeled with an energy 
efficiency rating (EER), which 
is the ratio of the cooling 
capacity of the unit to the 
amount of electric power used 
by the unit. The higher the 
number, the more efficient 
the air conditioner. You will 

save money on operating 
costs as long as you own it. 

If you are looking at central 
air conditioning systems, 
check the SEER number 

(seasonal energy efficiency 
ratio). 

Our example illustrates a 
room air conditioner label. 

☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆ 

Office closing 
Edgar Electric Cooperative 
will be closed 
Memorial Day, Monday, May 25. 

Please have a safe and 
enjoyable holiday weekend. 
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Operating statement — February 1992 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $ 1,107,136.46CR $ 1,148,569.87CR $575,029.47CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 770,897.00 734,795.00 348,313.00 
Transmission Expense 232.28 -0- -0- 
Distribution Expense—Operation 30,493.16 27,344.81 10,803.34 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 45,368.45 53,869.77 20,021.66 
Consumer Accounts Expense 45,069.72 42,962.21 31,704.95 
Customer Service and 

Informational Expense 10,787.51 8,304.13 4,217.25 
Administrative & General Expense 82,320.23 81,214.47 35,464.25 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 985,168.35 948,490.39 450,524.45 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 40,724.93 44,449.89 22,254.79 
Tax Expense —Property 9,588.00 10,142.00 5,071.00 
Tax Expense —Other 13,079.83 11,250.57 5,440.55 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 28,693.02 28,322.56 13,419.17 
Interest Expense —Other 7,053.43 5,559.42 2,446.72 
Other Deductions 1,193.94 -0- -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 1,085,501.50 1,048,214.83 499,156.68 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 21,634.96CR 100,355.04CR 75,872.79CR 
Nonoperating Margins —Interest 23,000.01 CR 21,252.36CR 10,537.80CR 
Nonoperating Margins —Other 1,272.91 196.73 598.96 
Other Capital Credits and 

Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 45,907.88CR 121,804.13CR 87,009.55CR 

Manager's report to the board — February 1992 
Statistics and Revenue Data February 1991 January 1991 February 1992 

Number Connected Consumers 4,880 4,887 4,861 
Average kwh Used 1,129.5 1,031.7 1,058.5 
Average Bill $115.70 $116.39 $117.26 
No. kwh Purchased 6,031,931 5,557,471 5,677,813 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 5,511,723 5,041,757 5,145,130 
Line Loss Percent 8.6% 9.3% 9.4% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06566 $0.06954 $0.06135 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.07186 $0.07666 $0.06770 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.10419 $0.11485 $0.11240 
Miles Energized 1,468 1,467 1,467 
Revenue Per Mile ($398.12) ($397.99) ($399.57) 
Total Expense Per Mile $376.24 $374.27 $340.26 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 
may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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Edgar Electric to update phone system 
In an effort to improve service at the cooperative 

office, Edgar Electric has plans to update its cur¬ 
rent telephone system. The changeover date for 

the new phone system is July 9. 
“We’ve been concerned about our phone system 

for some time,” said Tom Hentz, manager of the 
cooperative, “and we are taking measures to 
improve the system and correct some problems 

with it.” The new telephone system adds in¬ 
coming telephone lines and other features. Edgar 
Electric’s telephone numbers will remain the 
same. 

During normal business hours, members will 
generally not notice the new automated telephone 
system. The major difference will be after hours 
in the situation such as a major outage. Presently 
there is one answering service employee answer¬ 
ing two telephone lines. 

For example, let’s say there is an outage af¬ 
fecting the Paris substation. A members calls in 
and gets a busy signal. The new phone system 

plays a recording letting the member know that 
the cooperative is having an outage in the Paris 
area. If the member has a rotary phone, he can 
stay on the line to talk to the answering service 
in the order the call is received. 

If the member has a touchtone phone, he may 
select from a menu to go to a “voice mailbox.” 
Voice mailbox is very similar to an answering 
machine. The member can leave his name, 
account number and location number to help our 
line crews identify where the problem is. The 
member may also leave other pertinent informa¬ 
tion regarding the outage for our crews to restore 
power as soon as possible. 

All Edgar Electric members will receive a letter 
from the cooperative in the last week of June. This 
letter will further explain how the new phone 
system works and how it will benefit the mem¬ 
bers. If you should have any other questions after 
receiving the letter, contact the cooperative office 
during normal business hours. 

Office closed 
Friday, July 3, 1992 

in observance of 
Independence Day 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/June 1992 12a 



Propane prices 
Prices are subject to change daily. 

Contact the office for current prices. 

After 30 days, finance charge applies 
250 gallons minimum fill 

Contract price 
Prices are subject to change daily. 

Contact the office for current prices. 

1,000 gallon minimum 
Contract must be signed before July 31, 1992 

Contract period ends March 1. 1993 
Entire contract must be delivered by March 1, 1993 

2 locations per 1,000 gallons contracted 
250 gallons minimum fill per location 

Cylinder fill service 
20 pound cylinders — $ 8.00 (includes tax) 
30 pound cylinders — $10.00 (includes tax) 

Lease tanks 
Lease a 500 or 1,000 gallon tank for $1.00 per year 

No installation charge on leased tanks if set before September 7. 1992 

Purchase prices for tanks 
500 gallon tank — $750.00 plus tax 

1,000 gallon tank — $1,350.00 plus tax 

Service specialities 
Our degree-day accounting system tracks when you need propane. We can place you 

on our automatic routing system and fill your tank when needed based upon your usage. 
Or, you can call us when you want a fill-up. The choice is yours. 

A special propane discount is available to Edgar Electric members who are participating 
in the "Dual-Fuel" program. Ask us about the details! 

Our minimum fill for a special trip is 250 gallons. There is an after hours charge for 
trips after 5 p.m. 

Our offices are located in the Edgar Electric Cooperative headquarters building and 
office hours are Monday — Friday, 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

We offer 24-hour service. Just call (800)343-5800 or (217)465-5800. Mark Comer or Ken Miller, 
energy specialists, are ready to take care of all your propane needs! 
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Members on life-support equipment 
Edgar Electric Co-operative maintains a registry 

of members who are dependent upon electrically 
operated life-support equipment. But, unless you 
notify us, we have no way of knowing that your 
location should be on our registry. If someone in 
your home uses life-support equipment, call our 
office and ask for the Member Services Depart¬ 
ment. We will add your account number and map 
location to our registry for Life-Support Members. 

Of course, Edgar Electric cannot guarantee 
uninterrupted service. Make provisions to operate 
your equipment manually or with a generator in 
the event of a power outage. 

Should a power failure occur, please call the 
office immediately and notify us of your medical 
emergency. We’ll make every reasonable effort to 
restore power first to those locations listed in our 
registry. 

On the other hand, if you were once on our 
Life-Support Members list and are no longer 
dependent on that equipment, please call the 
Member Services Department to bring our registry 
up to date. 

Notify your power supplier of 
life support equipment used in your home. 

Put our 
new 

propane services 
to work 

Edgar Propane Supply 

for you 
Reap maximum profits with the areas 

newest propane supplier. Before you lock into 
a contract price with your current supplier, 
call us first. We can offer competitive prices 
and service. It’s worth checking into and 
here’s why” 

• We work closely with you to find out 
what you need from your propane dealer. 

• We service our customers. We’re here for 
the long term to answer questions, supply 
your needs and assist in every way to get 
the most out of your hard-earned dollar. 

Call Ken Miller or Mark Comer Today! 
Paris, Illinois 

phone 1-800-343-5800 
local 1-217-465-5800 
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Operating statement — March 1992 

Account Description Last Year 

Year-to-date 

Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $ 1,606,660.69CR $ 1,627,165.43CR $478,595.56CR 

Cost of Purchased Power 1,115,781.00 1,134,882.84 400,087.84 

Transmission Expense 387.78 -0- -0- 

Distribution Expense — Operation 46,498.06 41,799.34 14,454.53 

Distribution Expense — Maintenance 54,653.70 78,995.57 25,125.80 

Consumer Accounts Expense 59,595.37 53,195.16 10,232.95 

Customer Service and 

Informational Expense 14,014.02 13,078.47 4,774.34 

Administrative & General Expense 128,448.38 122,449.40 41,234.93 

Operation & Maintenance Expense 1,419,378.31 1,444,400.78 495,910.39 

Depreciation & Amortization Expense 61,162.63 66,759.57 22,309.68 

Tax Expense — Property 14,382.00 15,213.00 5,071.00 

Tax Expense — Other 19,378.66 15,509.06 4,258.49 

Interest on Long-Term Debt 43,190.43 41,864.16 13,541.60 

Interest Expense — Other 11,130.14 8,587.43 3,028.01 

Other Deductions 1,790.91 -0- -0- 

Cost of Electric Service 1,570,413.08 1,592,334.00 544,119.17 

Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 36,247.61 CR 34,831.43CR 65,523.61CR 

Nonoperating Margins — Interest 34,165.16CR 31,949.71CR 10,697.35CR 

Nonoperating Margins — Other 1,756.08 787.93 591.20 

Other Capital Credits and 

Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 

Patronage Capital or Margins 72,168.85CR 67,569.07CR 54,235.06CR 

Manager's report to the board — March 1992 
Statistics and Revenue Data March 1991 February 1992 March 1992 

Number Connected Consumers 4,880 4,887 4,877 

Average kwh Used 1,129.5 1,031.7 839.0 

Average Bill $115.70 $116.39 $97.14 

No. kwh Purchased 6,031,931 5,557,471 4,816,646 

No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 5,511,723 5,041,757 4,091,619 

Line Loss Percent 8.6% 9.3% 15.1% 

Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06566 $0.06954 $0.08306 

Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.07186 $0.07666 $0.09778 

Member Cost Per kwh $0.10419 $0.11485 $0.11781 

Miles Energized 1,468 1,467 1,467 

Revenue Per Mile ($398.12) ($397.99) ($333.94) 

Total Expense Per Mile $376.24 $374.27 $370.91 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 
may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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New phone system installed 
at Edgar Electric 

Automated answering service to improve outage reporting 

One goal of the 
employees of Edgar 
Electric is to provide 
cooperative members 
with the best possible 
service. “We conduct 
surveys to learn ways 
that we can improve 
service to our mem¬ 
bers. One comment on 
the surveys that comes 
up again and again is 
in regard to the busy 
signal a lot of members 
get when they call the 
cooperative to report 
an outage,” said Tom 
Hentz, general manager 
of Edgar Electric Coop¬ 
erative Association. 

Therefore on July 9, 
the cooperative took a 
step to improve its 
after hours answering 
and outage reporting 
service by installing a 
new phone system with automated answering 
functions. 

The new telephone system is easy to operate 
and during the day members will not notice a 
difference. When calling after hours to the coop¬ 
erative, the member will hear a message gener¬ 
ated by the phone system as follows: 

Thank you for calling Edgar Electric Coopera¬ 
tive’s answering and outage reporting service. If 
you wish to speak to our emergency service rep¬ 
resentative, press 4 on your touch tone phone. If 
you wish to leave a recorded message stating your 

power outage informa¬ 
tion, please press 600. 
If you are dialing from 
a rotary phone, please 
hold and someone will 
be with you shortly. 

If you press 4 on a 
touch tone phone, your 
call will be directed to 
our answering service 
operator and will be 
answered in the order 
the call was received. 

If you press 600, 
your call will be di¬ 
rected to a “voice mail 
box” which is similar 
to an answering ma¬ 
chine. On your mes¬ 
sage please be sure to 
leave your name, ac¬ 
count number, loca¬ 
tion number and phone 
number where you can 
be reached. 

The day the coopera¬ 
tive switched to the new phone system, Edgar 
Electric’s service territory was hit with thunder¬ 
storms that created quite a few outages. “Overall, 
we were pleased with the after hours answering 
service. It was tricky at first learning a new phone 
system and taking care of outages at the same 
time, but the staff adapted well,” said Hentz. “We 
were especially pleased with the voice mailbox 
which made it easy and quick to get as much infor¬ 
mation about various outages as soon as possible 
from our members.” Hentz encouraged members 
to use the voice mailbox whenever possible. 
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Service offered at Edgar Electric 
gets cooperative members in hot water!! 

A couple of months ago, Edgar Electric Coopera¬ 
tive introduced a new program that is sure to keep 
its members in hot water! 

The cooperative is providing active members 
with a FREE water heater for home use. If your 
water heater is getting some age on it, read on to 
find out how this program can work for your 
family. 

To qualify, the member must sign the water 
heater contract available at the cooperative office. 
The contract is simple. Basically, the member 
agrees to use the water heater for the life of the 
equipment. A cooperative representative must 
have reasonable access to the water heater for 
periodic maintenance inspections and to install an 
electronic switch on the water heater. 

The key to the success of the water heater pro¬ 
gram is the electronic switch. When the coopera¬ 
tive is reaching its peak demand (when electricity 
costs the most money), the switch will auto¬ 
matically shut off water heaters on the program. 
The shut-off reduces the demand for electricity 
therefore decreasing costs to the cooperative. This 
“shaving of the peak” generally occurs on the 
hottest and coldest days of the year. The water 
heaters are shut off for only short periods of time. 
Generally, the homeowner will not realize the 
heater is shut off due to the large tank capacity. 

If you are interested in finding out more about 
the cooperative’s FREE water heater program, 
please contact the cooperative office during nor¬ 
mal business hours. 

m 

Extend your 
daylight hours 

for pennies a night!! 
Get the safety and convenience of an automatic security 

light from Edgar Electric and put more fun in your night life 
the whole year long. 

It’s an affordable way to welcome visitors, work or play 
outside after dark, and to protect your property year round. 

Call the cooperative office at 463-4145 for more details!! 
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You can control your electric bill while on vacation 
Going on a fun-filled vacation this summer? If 

you expect your electric bill to be lower because 
of your absence, better follow these suggestions 
to accomplish that goal: 

• Turn off the electric water heater 
• Turn off the air conditioner 
• Turn off or unplug all those automated ap¬ 

pliances that do not need to operate in an empty 
house such as attic fans, well pumps, dehu¬ 
midifiers, waterbed heaters, etc. 

The only way to use NO electricity while on 
vacation is to trip the main breaker. That will 
shut everything off. But for most of us, that is 

not a practical option. 
So to reduce usage while on vacation shut off 

everything that does not absolutely need to be on 
because while you’re away the automatic ap¬ 
pliances will continue to automatically operate. 

And keep in mind, when you come home, you 
will turn everything on again. All those appliances 
you use to maintain comfort, clean the clothes, 
cook with, etc. will operate for a number of hours 
to restore equilibrium to the house. Consequently 
most, if not all, of those kilowatt-hours you saved 
while on vacation will be used to get back into the 
before-vacation routine. 

More phone stickers will follow 
At the first of the month, the cooperative had 

mailed all members a letter stating that there 
would be a new phone system and how the system 
operated. One change to note, the original letter 
stated to press 6 to get into the voice mailbox 
where the number is now 600. 

Also included in the letters were glow-in-the- 
dark stickers for each electric account. “These 
stickers really helped the outage situation,” said 
Hentz. “The cooperative can serve members 
quickly if members have their account informa¬ 
tion available when calling in.” Hentz continued 
by stating that a lot of time is wasted when mem¬ 
bers call in and tie up phone lines while they look 
for the information. Hentz encouraged everyone 

to keep the stickers near their telephones. 
If any member did not receive the letter stating 

how the phone system works and the sticker 
enclosed, contact the cooperative office to get that 
information. Due to a shortage of materials, some 
members have not yet received their stickers but 
received postcards instead. When the additional 
stickers become available, they will be printed 
with account information and promptly mailed to 
the members. 

Anyone needing further information regarding 
the new phone system is encouraged to contact 
the cooperative office during normal business 
hours. 

Ceiling fans 
stir up 

energy savings 
A touch of nostalgia may do more than create 

the mood of a long-past, unhurried era. The 
slowly revolving blades of an electric ceiling fan 
are practical, as well as attractive. 

A fan may not drastically lower your electric 
bill, but it will raise the comfort level of a room. 
In the winter, the turning blades force the rising 
warm ear back down into the living area of a 
room. In the summertime, the constant motion 

helps circulate conditioned air or offers slight 
breezes, which gives you the opportunity to set 
your thermostat at a higher setting, which 
could, in turn, lower your expenses. 

You may discover extra advantages of a 
ceiling fan as well. If a fan is located above an 
open porch, screened porch or sunroom, the air 
movement may discourage insects. 
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Operating statement — April 1992 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $2,090,511.60CR $2,124,750.93CR $497,585.50CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 1,444,779.00 1,478,360.68 343,477.84 
Transmission Expense 387.78 -0- -0- 
Distribution Expense — Operation 64,427.34 58,958.57 17,159.23 
Distribution Expense — Maintenance 70,285.84 99,791.51 20,795.94 
Consumer Accounts Expense 
Customer Service and 

75,395.49 71,087.19 17,892.03 

Informational Expense 18,755.93 22,975.26 9,896.79 
Administrative & General Expense 177,356.69 195,765.69 73,316.29 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 1,851,888.07 1,926,938.90 482,538.12 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 81,681.16 89,163.42 22,403.35 
Tax Expense — Property 19,176.00 20,284.00 5,071.00 
Tax Expense — Other 24,299.72 19,318.16 4,309.10 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 57,287.79 56,783.84 14,919.68 
Interest Expense — Other 15,079.46 11,517.76 2,930.33 
Other Deductions 2,375.70 -0- -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 2,051,787.90 2,124,506.08 532,172.08 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 38,723.70CR 244.85CR 34,586.58CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Interest 45,548.43CR 42,593.84CR 10,644.13CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Other 
Other Capital Credits and 

2,257.99CR 1,485.97CR 698.04CR 

Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 86,530.12CR 44,324.66CR 23,244.41 CR 

Manager's report to the board — April 1992 
Statistics and Revenue Data April 1991 March 1992 April 1992 

Number Connected Consumers 4,903 4,877 4,878 
Average kwh Used 824.4 829.0 869.6 
Average Bill $97.79 $97.14 $101.15 
No. kwh Purchased 4,856,246 4,816,646 4,784,929 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 4,041,890 4,091,619 4,241,726 
Line Loss Percent 16.8% 15.1% 11.4% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06775 $0.08306 $0.07178 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.08140 $0.09778 $0.08098 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.12018 $0.01178 $0.11784 
Miles Energized 1,469 1,467 1,467 
Revenue Per Mile ($337.46) ($333.94) ($346.92) 
Total Expense Per Mile $327.69 $370.91 $362.76 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 
may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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Current Hi-lights 
published by Edgar Electric Co-operative 
Paris, Illinois 
Telephone 463-4145 

ura 
TV 

It's time 
to change the channel 

We’ve all seen the ads on our local TV 
stations —you know, the commercial that 
flashes scenes of full-length feature movies 
with the announcer who simply says: “The 
best movies on HBO . . . 

It would be nice to be able to see some of 
those movies on HBO, but many rural areas 
do not have access to this channel, or any 
other premium channel, for that matter. 

There is a choice. You can receive only 
a minimum of free television — the local 
channels — or you can choose to subscribe to 
Rural TV. For a low monthly cost, you can 
choose from programming packages that fit 
your family’s lifestyle with additional stations 
such as HBO, Showtime or the Disney 
Channel. And much, much more. 

Rural TV is similar to cable television 
however, the signal is transmitted via satellite 

instead of cable. Rural TV is available through¬ 
out the nation, and your cooperative is able to 
bring to your home. 

There is what some consider a drawback 
to Rural TV: You must have a satellite dish 
before your can subscribe. That’s where 
we can help. E.E.C. Services, a subsidiary 
of Edgar Electric, can get your family set 
up with a complete satellite system. Financ¬ 
ing is available as well. You can get equip¬ 
ment and service locally, from people you 
can trust. If you already own a satellite 
dish, call us for access to more news, more 
sports, more movies, more entertainment — 
locally. 

For more information call the member ser¬ 
vices department at the cooperative during 
normal business hours at 463-4145 or 
1-800-635-4145. 

Rural TV—you’ll be glad you changed the channel! 

Hollingsworth, Milbourn become certified linemen 
Two employees of Edgar Electric Cooperative 

recently completed training to become certified 
linemen. The employees are Greg Hollingsworth 
and Kent Milbourn, both of Paris. 

In seeking certification for the position, both 
men had extensive on-the-job training. Apprentice 
linemen of the cooperative are required to attend 
a “lineman’s school’’ each year of training. The 
school is operated by a major Illinois utility. The 
training process also includes understanding the 
basics of electricity and how electricity moves 

from the substation to the member’s home. 
Construction practices are stressed as well. 

Linemen are a very important link in the service 
we provide. They are the ones who do most of the 
work when we have a major power outage. They 
work in all kinds of weather and under all condi¬ 
tions to restore the service during storms that hit 
this area from time-to-time. 

Congratulations to both Greg and Kent for a job 
well done! 
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Main Distribution 

House 4 

House 3 

It's a matter of priorities 
Restoring electric service after a power outage 

This has been an unusually wet summer for our 
area, especially the latter part of July — which 
generally means thunderstorms and power 
outages. Because of this, let’s take a few moments 
to understand how power is restored after a major 
outage. 

Before discussing how power is restored, it is 

vital to understand the importance of members 
reporting their power outages. When a call is 
received from a member, line crews are dis¬ 
patched to the location where trouble was re¬ 
ported. Along the way if more calls are received, 
Edgar Electric line crews know the original call is 
not an “individual outage” but a more widespread 

Getting into hot water 
Have you though about your water heater lately? 

No one wants to be left without hot water. So 
don’t wait until your water heater quits before you 
think about replacing it. If the water heater is 
getting some age on it, replace it now and save 
yourself making a hasty decision later. 

Most older water heaters are often not energy- 
Tub bath 5 to 25 gallons 
Shower bath 3 gallons/minute 
Bathing an infant 2 gallons 
Shaving  2 to 3V2 gallons 
Hand washing 1 to 2 gallons 

efficient. Edgar Electric provides its members with 
free high-efficiency water heaters. Call the coop¬ 
erative office for more details! 

For your information, here’s how much water 
is needed for a number of typical household 
activities: 

Housecleaning 5 to 12 gallons 
Food preparation 3 to 6 gallons 
Hand dishwashing 3 to 4 gallons 
Dishwasher 5 to 10 gallons 
Clothes washing . . . . 25 to 40 gallons 

Call the cooperative office for more information on how to receive your free water heater!!! 
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House 5 

problem. 
The process of restoring power is a very logical 

process, which is illustrated by the accompany¬ 
ing drawing. It shows a simplified version of how 
the cooperative linemen restore service to each 
members’ home. 

For this illustration, we will assume that the 

cooperative has had numerous calls throughout 
the service area. The first location Edgar Electric 
line crews would check during a widespread 
outage is the source of the power, the substation. 
Then, following the power lines, the linemen work 
their way out to make repairs to main distribution 
lines. Since there is no damage to the lines leading 
to House 2 and House 3, repairing the main line 
would restore service to these homes. 

It is not practical to repair a small wire attached 
to a house if the main line has no power. No elec¬ 
tricity would flow into the home until the main 
line is repaired. And making repairs at individual 
homes first would mean that many other mem¬ 
bers would be left without power for an even 
longer period of time. 

Next, any problems with the “tap” lines leading 
off the main line would be cleared up repairing ser¬ 
vice to House 4 in the diagram. 

Finally, repairs are made to take care of prob¬ 
lems at individual homes. In this example, elec¬ 
trical service at House 1 and House 5 would be the 
last to be restored. 

Power outages are caused by a number of 
factors. These include power supply failures, tree 
limbs, animals, equipment failures, vandalism 
and environmental factors. 

The objective to correcting an outage situation 
is to restore power to as many homes as possible 
first and restore power to every members as soon 
as possible. Do not assume that your neighbors 
made the call — your home may be the only home 
without power. The key to our success is your 
telephone call reporting the power outage. 

Business office notes 
Payments 

As noted on your monthly statement, net 
payments are due in the cooperative office by 
the 10th of each month. If you send your pay¬ 
ment by mail, your payment must be post¬ 
marked on the 10th of the month to qualify 
for the net billing. 

All members have from the first to the 10th 
of the month to pay their electric statement 
and take advantage of the penalty-free net 
amount. 

If the 10th of the month falls on a weekend 
or a holiday, members may pay the net 

amount in the office on the next business 
day. 

Remember, payment made before the 10th 
of the month saves you money and avoids 
additional costs for your cooperative. 

Envelopes 
Due to the high cost of postage, Edgar 

Electric no longer mails out payment en¬ 
velopes to its members. However, we do give 
payment envelopes out over the counter at 
the cooperative office and each year at our 
annual meeting. 
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Operating statement — May 1992 

Account Description Last Year 
Year-to-date 
Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $2,546,609.95CR $2,575,017.29CR $450,266.36CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 1,727,992.00 1,790,211.36 311,850.68 
Transmission Expense 901.24 -0- -0- 
Distribution Expense — Operation 79,762.58 70,709.25 11,750.68 
Distribution Expense — Maintenance 103,966.91 117,813.44 18,021.93 
Consumer Accounts Expense 90,853.57 81,455.08 10,367.89 
Customer Service and 

Informational Expense 22,777.85 31,328.19 8,352.93 
Administrative & General Expense 222,549.43 255,627.04 59,861.35 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 2,248,803.58 2,347,144.36 420,205.46 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 102,435.50 111,649.14 22,485.72 
Tax Expense — Property 23,970.00 25,355.00 5,071.00 
Tax Expense — Other 30,463.52 25,003.84 5,185.68 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 72,276.72 71,046.70 14,262.86 
Interest Expense — Other 18,837.68 14,583.16 3,065.40 
Other Deductions 2,375.70 -0- -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 2,499,162.70 2,594,782.20 470,276.12 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 47,447.25CR 19,764.91 20,009.76 
Nonoperating Margins — Interest 57,782.60CR 52,908.71CR 10,314.87CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Other 2,862.45CR 2,095.90CR 609.93CR 
Other Capital Credits and 

Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 108,092.30CR 35,239.70CR 9,084.96CR 

Manager's report to the board — May 1 992 
Statistics and Revenue Data May 1991 April 1992 May 1992 

Number Connected Consumers 4,899 4,878 4,888 
Average kwh Used 770.7 869.6 756.2 
Average Bill $92.20 $101.15 $90.59 
No. kwh Purchased 4,064,032 4,784,929 4,119,631 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 3,775,556 4,241,726 3,696,252 
Line Loss Percent 7.1% 11.4% 10.3% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06969 $0.07178 $0.07570 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.07501 $0.08098 $0.08437 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.12121 $0.11784 $0.12222 
Miles Energized 1,467 1,467 1,468 
Revenue Per Mile ($319.66) ($346.92) ($314.16) 
Total Expense Per Mile $304.96 $362.76 $320.35 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 
may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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53rd District Senator Harry (Babe) Woodyard (R-Chrisman) received the Illinois Electric Cooperative Public 
Service Award Wednesday, August 26, during the 51st annual meeting of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in Springfield. With Woodyard (holding plaque) are, from left: Jon M. Farris of Metcalf, Ralph C. 
Wright of Paris, David Hollis of Paris, Bud S. Walls of Paris, Thomas J. Hentz of Paris, Glenn Bishop of Chrisman, 
Joe Welsh of Marshall and Woodyard. 

Woodyard receives I EC award 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Association rep¬ 

resentatives were on hand when 53rd District 
Senator Harry “Babe” Woodyard received the 
Illinois Electric Cooperative Public Service Award. 
Woodyard received the award on August 26, 
during the 51st annual meeting of the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) in Springfield. 

Several Edgar Electric representatives attended 
this year’s state association annual meeting. 
Representing Edgar Electric this year were two 
employees of the cooperative, Bud Walls, assistant 
manager, and Tom Hentz, general manager. Also 
attending the meeting were board members John 
Farris of Metcalf, Ralph Wright of Paris, David 
Hollis of Paris, Glenn Bishop of Chrisman, and Joe 
Welsh of Marshall. 

The AIEC annual meeting is much like an 
annual meeting held by Edgar Electric. Where 
Edgar Electric’s annual meeting is for you, the 
members, the AIEC is for members of the state 
association being the electric distribution coopera¬ 
tives. Budgets, selection of board of directors, and 
by-laws must be approved by the members of the 
state association. But the AIEC annual meeting 

goes further by providing electric cooperative 
members with guest speakers who discuss topics 
such as legislation which effect the cooperatives, 
REA regulations and lending requirements, and 
opportunities and challenges for the electric 
cooperatives in Illinois. All lectures and meetings 
are designed to make cooperative employees and 
board members better at working for you — the 
members of Edgar Electric. 

The AIEC annual meeting also takes the time 
to recognize people who work hard for electric 
cooperatives and rural America in general. Such 
is the case of Babe Woodyard and why he was 
given the recognition of the Service Award. When 
selecting individuals for the Public Service Award, 
the AIEC seeks out legislators and other govern¬ 
ment officials who meet two criteria: dedicated to 
public service for all citizens of Illinois; and pro¬ 
vide outstanding contributions and support for the 
rural electrification program. 

A big thanks to Harry “Babe” Woodyard for all 
the support and hard work he has done for Edgar 
Electric Co-operative and east central Illinois! 
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Couldn't be happier to have you!! Mr. and Mrs. Max Landes of Paris were Edgar Propane Supply's 
first customer. The Landes family has been members of Edgar Electric Co-operative for many years 
and said the switch to Edgar Propane Supply seemed only natural. Pictured with the tank furnished 
by Edgar Propane Supply from left to right are: Mr. and Mrs. Max (Lillian) Landes, Ken Miller and 
Mark Comer, both energy specialists from Edgar Propane Supply. Many area residents have made 
the switch and have been pleased with Edgar Propane Supply. Edgar Propane Supply began sell¬ 
ing propane during the summer months with a special contract pricing. Call 1-800-343-5800 

First customers of Edgar Propane Supply 

Our Reputation Is On The Line. 
It’s always been that way because our commit¬ 

ment to you, our members, is to provide the best 
electric service possible through that all-important 
line. 

But that’s just part of our commitment. We look 
for your suggestions and ideas that can enhance 
our service to you and the community. That’s our 

line of communication. 

So, whether the lines are visible or invisible, 
they’re equally important. Good electric service, 
open lines of communication — our lines are 
working hard for everyone’s benefit. 
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How the Tapworks distiller works 
When the distiller is turned on, the water is heated to 

212 F, killing bacteria, viruses, and other living or¬ 
ganisms. As the boiling water is converted to steam, it 
leave behind the contaminants. The water is then con¬ 
densed back into a liquid into the cooling coil, passes 
through the carbon filter and flows into the collection 
bottle. The results — pure clean drinking water! 

Your family deserves clean water 
Drinking water is an important part of a healthy 

diet. The water we drink must be clean and free 
of contaminants. Clean water can be obtained 
through producing distilled water. 

The greatest benefit of distilled water is not what 
it contains, but what it does not contain. A distiller 
can remove up to 99 percent of most tap water 
contaminants. 

Now you can have all the benefits of great 
tasting distilled water in your home without the 
inconvenience or cost of buying bottled water. By 
making distilled water in your home you will have 
control over the water your drink. Edgar Electric 
Co-operative has Tapworks water distillers avail¬ 
able for members to purchase for use in their 
homes. 

A Tapworks water distiller prevents mineral 
build-up in appliances such as coffeemakers, 
steam irons and humidifiers. The distiller requires 
no plumbing and plugs into any 120-volt outlet. 
One gallon of distilled water is produced in eight 
hours. The distiller shuts off automatically when 
the cycle is finished. The cost per gallon is 
approximately 40 cents. 

The filter in the spout is made of granulated 
activated carbon and should be replaced every 
30-60 days. One will notice the water starting to 
pick up unwanted tastes or odors when it is time 
to replace the filter. 

The cost of the system is $85 plus tax, and it 
comes with two filters. Additional filters may be 
purchased at the cooperative office. 

Harvest time safety: 
Have you checked 
everything? 

□ Watch out for overhead power lines. 
□ Wear appropriate protective equipment. 
□ Are helpers familiar with equipment 

they’re using? 
□ Shut off power before fixing or unclogging 

machines. 
□ Keep extended machinery away from 

power pole guy wires. 
□ Keep shields in place. 

This time of year, details weigh heavily on your mind. Money, weather — factors vital to your 
livelihood. The most important concern, though, should be safety. Tragedy can occur in that flash 
of a moment when you let your guard down — taking a short cut, overlooking basic safety rules. To 
ensure future harvests, always work the safe way. Your livelihood depends on it. 
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Operating statement — June 1992 

Account Description Last Year 
Year-to-date 
Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $3,030,130.88CR $3,002,016.41CR $426,999.12CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 2,016,766.00 2,067,838.36 277,627.00 
Transmission Expense 962.94 -0- -0- 
Distribution Expense — Operation 95,609.78 82,350.71 11,641.46 
Distribution Expense — Maintenance 131,988.48 143,151.22 25,337.78 
Consumer Accounts Expense 101,150.84 95,155.53 13,700.50 
Customer Service and 

Informational Expense 26,028.34 37,405.46 6,077.27 
Administrative & General Expense 264,427.43 300,887.99 45,260.95 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 2,636,933.81 2,726,789.32 379,644.96 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 123,197.15 134,221.83 22,572.69 
Tax Expense — Property 28,764.00 30,426.00 5,071.00 
Tax Expense — Other 35,249.62 29,000.53 3,996.69 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 87,079.87 85,133.34 14,086.64 
Interest Expense — Other 22,360.95 18,580.15 3,996.99 
Other Deductions 2,375.70 -0- -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 2,935,961.10 3,024,151.17 429,368.97 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 94,169.78CR 22,134.76 2,369.85 
Nonoperating Margins — Interest 69,452.93CR 63,263.34CR 10,354.63CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Other 3,384.77CR 2,493.87CR 397.97CR 
Other Capital Credits and 

Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 167,007.48CR 43,622.45CR 8,382.75CR 

Manager's report to the board - — June 1992 
Statistics and Revenue Data June 1991 May 1992 June 1992 

Number Connected Consumers 4,916 4,888 4,895 
Average kwh Used 832.9 756.2 710.1 
Average Bill $97.47 $90.59 $86.32 
No. kwh Purchased 4,512,855 4,119,631 3,955,402 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 4,094,645 3,696,252 3,475,737 
Line Loss Percent 9.3% 10.3% 12.1% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06399 $0.07570 $0.07019 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.07052 $0.08437 $0.07988 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.11846 $0.12222 $0.12332 
Miles Energized 1,466 1,468 1,469 
Revenue Per Mile ($335.83) ($314.16) ($297.99) 
Total Expense Per Mile $297.95 $320.35 $292.29 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 
may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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Current Hi-lights 
published by Edgar Electric Co-operative 
Paris, Illinois 
Telephone 463-4145 

Cooperative Month — October 1992 
Meeting people's needs — and more 

Through the years, neighbors have pitched in 
to help themselves or others in need, especially in 
rural areas. When an ailing farmer needed help, 
they banded together to get the harvest in. When 
power companies refused to build electric lines 
into sparsely populated areas, neighbors formed 
electric cooperatives and did it themselves. It’s 
appropriate that the 1992 theme of Cooperative 
Month is “Meeting People’s Needs.” Today, the 
electric cooperatives continue to improve the 
lifestyle of rural citizens, providing the modern 
advantages available to families which reside in 
urban areas. 

The top priority of the cooperatives is to provide 
their members with dependable service at the 
lowest possible cost. 

In recent years, the needs of small towns and 
rural areas have expanded as the economy of 
those territories have suffered. The electric and 
telephone cooperatives — solid structures in these 
communities — are logical channels through 
which assistance can be furnished. 

Already, through cooperatives, funding for 
household projects to increase energy-efficiency 
have been administrated. The cooperatives are a 
system already in place to help their friends 
and neighbors. It was not necessary to set up a 
bureaucracy. 

The electric and telephone cooperatives of 
Illinois have taken on a leadership role in rural 
economic development. They are working with 
other organizations to help attract new business 
and industry to their communities. Rural eco¬ 
nomic development not only benefits the mem¬ 
bers of the cooperative but the entire community. 

Cooperatives are also contributing to the well¬ 
being of young people. Events such as the annual 
“Youth to Washington” trip is one way the 
cooperatives are investing in the lives of their 
future members. 

Rural TV, which increases the availability of 

information and entertainment to rural residents, 
and two-way radio communication are other ways 
in which electric cooperatives are improving their 
members’ quality of life. Edgar Electric has been 
a leader in providing other services which en¬ 
hance the communities which it serves. 

Tom Hentz, manager of Edgar Electric Co¬ 
operative in Paris, explains, “A cooperative 
is locally owned and controlled. There are no 
stockholders. The members elect the board of 
directors from among their neighbors. The coop¬ 
erative is also a not-for-profit organization, and 
money that exceeds the cost of operations is 
returned to members as capital credits.” 

In Illinois, 26 electric distribution cooperatives, 
two generation and transmission cooperatives and 
seven telephone cooperatives serve more than 
176,000 farms, homes and businesses. The 
statewide service organization is the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, located in 
Springfield. 

MEETING PEOPLE'S NEEDS 
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Time for weatherizing your home is now 
We all know it is expensive to heat and cool your 

home. By making a few improvements around 
the house, you can reduce these costs. Efficient 
energy utilization and conservation is the key to 
saving money. 

More than half the heat that escapes from 
the house is through cracks and loose-fitting 
windows and doors. Weatherstripping materials 
will reduce air infiltration around these areas. 
There are various types of materials that you 
can use for weatherstripping. These materials 
have a wide variety of life, durability, and cost. 
Most of these materials are easy to install. The 
best ways to decide what is most suitable for 
your home is to visit a hardware or a building 
supply store. 

Caulking loose fitting windows and doors is 
another way of preventing air loss. Caulking com¬ 
pounds are materials used to fill, cover, and seal 
cracks and construction joints. Again, there are 
several types of caulking compounds from which 
to choose. With caulking, one needs to also con¬ 
sider the adhesiveness and the type of application 
that will work best. Replace old caulking that is 
cracking or flaking. Clean out old joints first to get 
good adhesion. Caulking can be accomplished 
with a few low-cost tools and a little practice to get 
a good seal. Be sure to follow the manufacturer’s 
instructions. 

As a general rule, apply caulking wherever two 
different materials or parts of the house meet. 
Some of these are: 

• Exterior joints where windows and door frames 
meet siding. 

• Corners formed by siding 
• Where exterior masonry fireplace chimney 

meets siding 

ins, ghosts and ghouls! 
Not to mention witches, black cats and jack-o’- 

lanterns. 
As your young ones, and older ones too, cele¬ 

brate Halloween, we remind you to help them 
have a good time, sensibly and safely. 

• Make sure there are enough adults in charge of 
the indoor and outdoor activities. 

• Hand out healthy treats instead of, or along 
with, the candy. Don’t take candy from 
strangers! 

• Know addresses and phone numbers of parties 
your teenagers might attend. 

A little common sense and care will put the 
finishing touches on a festive Halloween celebra¬ 
tion. And don’t forget to leave on the porch light 
for your goblins’ safe return home! 
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'"Remember — If 
you have a 1/16 
inch crack around 
a standard door, 
this will let in as 
much air as a hole 
in the wall this 

• Where porch meets siding 
• Joints between foundation and wall siding 
• Where the sill plate meets the foundation 
• All other exterior openings 

Again, efficient energy use and conservation is 
the key to saving energy dollars. By using these 
weatherstripping and caulking procedures, you 
will stop air and moisture infiltration into your 
home. These procedures will greatly decrease 
your home’s heating and cooling bills. 



For your winter heating needs 

Edgar Propane Supply 

Phone: 465-5800 or 1-800-343-5800 
Call to find out how we will become your full-service dealer 

The cooperative: It's your business 
A cooperative is something special — a 

unique way of doing business. It’s an organiza¬ 
tion providing a service to its owners. Its 
owners are you. 

Your electric cooperative is people working 
together for people, not profit. That’s why your 
participation is so vital to the co-op’s con¬ 
tinuing success. It’s the leadership you elect 
— the board of directors — that guides the 
cooperation of the co-op and sets the kind of 
policy that puts people first. 

Cooperative is based on the principle of peo¬ 

ple working together, pooling their efforts. 
Many hands and many minds cooperate to 
provide a needed service — to improve the 
quality of life for our families, our community. 

Local ownership, local control, non-profit 
operation and cooperation as why we think it’s 
the best way to serve you. 

And, if you ever have any comments or 
questions about your electric cooperative, 
remember, it’s your business. All you have to 
do is call. We are here to serve you — the 
member! 

Enjoy clean water 
with a Tapworks 
water distiller 

Drinking water is an important part of a healthy 
diet. The water we drink must be clean and free 
of contaminants. Clean water can be obtained 
through producing distilled water. 

The greatest benefit of distilled water is not what 
it contains, but what it does not contain. A distiller 
can remove up to 99 percent of most tap water 
contaminants. 

Now you can have all the benefits of great¬ 
tasting distilled water in your home without the 
inconvenience or cost of buying bottled water. By 
making distilled water in your home you will have 
control over the water your drink. Edgar Electric 
Co-operative has Tapworks water distillers avail¬ 
able for members to purchase for use in their 
homes. 

A Tapworks water distiller prevents mineral 
build-up in appliances such as coffeemakers, 
steam irons and humidifiers. The distiller requires 
no plumbing and plugs into any 120-volt outlet. 
One gallon of distilled water is produced in eight 
hours. The distiller shuts off automatically when 
the cycle is finished. The cost per gallon is 
approximately 40 cents. 

The filter in the spout is made of granulated 
activated carbon and should be replaced every 
30-60 days. One will notice the water starting to 
pick up unwanted tastes or odors when it is time 
to replace the filter. 

The cost of the system is $85 plus tax, and it 
comes with two filters. Additional filters may be 
purchased at the cooperative office. 
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Operating statement — July 1992 

Account Description Last Year 
Year-to-date 
Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $3,559,582.57CR $3,465,718.43CR $463,702.02CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 2,344,394.00 2,391,104.04 323,265.68 
Transmission Expense 449.94 1,166.84 1,166.84 
Distribution Expense — Operation 111,368.48 99,811.50 17,460.79 
Distribution Expense — Maintenance 168,765.29 184,791.63 41,640.41 
Consumer Accounts Expense 120,627.96 115,896.26 20,740.68 
Customer Service and 

Informational Expense 30,369.78 43,182.71 5,777.25 
Administrative & General Expense 318,498.80 353,374.09 52,486.10 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 3,094,474.25 3,189,327.07 462,537.75 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 144,022.20 156,864.65 22,642.82 
Tax Expense — Property 33,623.00 35,497.00 5,071.00 
Tax Expense — Other 40,220.13 34,266.63 5,266.10 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 102,048.10 99,506.98 14,373.64 
Interest Expense — Other 26,055.47 23,534.75 4,954.60 
Other Deductions 2,375.70 -0- -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 3,442,818.85 3,538,997.03 514,845.91 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 116,763.72CR 73,278.65 51,143.89 
Nonoperating Margins — Interest 80,871.29CR 75,577.50CR 12,314.16CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Other 3,869.65CR 3,082.69CR 588.82CR 
Other Capital Credits and 

Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 201,504.66CR 5,381.54CR 38,240.91 CR 

Manager's report to the board -July 1992 
Statistics and Revenue Data July 1991 June 1992 July 1992 

Number Connected Consumers 4,918 4,895 4,903 
Average kwh Used 916.0 710.1 763.1 
Average Bill $106.81 $86.32 $92.11 
No. kwh Purchased 5,148,498 3,955,402 4,054,693 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 4,504,889 3,475,737 3,741,348 
Line Loss Percent 12.5% 12.1% 7.7% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06364 $0.07019 $0.07973 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.07273 $0.07988 $0.08640 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.01179 $0.12332 $0.12441 
Miles Energized 1,467 1,469 1,469 
Revenue Per Mile ($369.02) ($297.99) ($324.44) 
Total Expense Per Mile $345.51 $292.29 $350.47 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 
may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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Need help with utility bills? 
Edgar Electric members who could use help 

paying their electric and heat bills this winter 
should know that energy assistance is available. 
The program is called LIHEAP — Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program. 

Assistance is based on the number of persons 
in the household and the gross monthly income. 
To find out if your household qualifies, please refer 
to the accompanying chart. 

The program is coordinated by the Embarrass 
River Basin Agency. This agency serves the coun¬ 
ties of Edgar, Clark, Coles, Douglas, Crawford, 
Lawrence, Jasper, Cumberland and Richland. 

Applications for assistance are accepted on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. Persons 
should bring the following information: proof of 
income, heat and electric bill, and social security 
cards of all members of the household. AFDC 
clients will need to bring medical cards or a 

pre-printed application if they do not have the 
card. A rent receipt is needed if utility bills are in 
a landlord’s name. 

For more information on the program, contact 
the Embarrass River Basin Agency at 465-4911 
in Edgar County or 826-5663 in Clark County. 

Income eligibility: 
30 days prior to application 

Family size 30 day income 
1 $625 
2 843 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

1,061 
1,279 
1,497 
1,715 
1,933 
2,151 

Bring on the 
turkey and trimmings! 

Thanksgiving, of course, is much more 
than the bird and all the trimmings. 

Each of us can be thankful for everything 
that benefits our families, friends and 
communities — our quality of life. 

We, especially, benefit from you, our 
members. And, we’re thankful for your 
involvement and commitment to help us bet¬ 
ter serve you and our community. 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving! 
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Leaving for the winter? 
The time is drawing near when many Edgar 

Electric members leave for the winter months. 
Please contact the cooperative to make arrange¬ 
ments for your electric accounts when away from 
home for an extended period. 

The first thing to do is to secure someone to read 
your meter. This person can turn in your meter 
reading along with his own statement. Please 
make sure your meter reader includes your 
account number with your reading. If no one is 
available, the cooperative will read the meter for 
a fee of $5 per month. This fee will be added 
to your statement. Please contact the office in 
advance if you would like us to read your meter. 

There are two ways to handle the payment of 
your electric statement. The first is to prepay a 

lump sum on your account. Your statement will 
show a credit amount on each statement. You 
may pay on your account later as the credits 
deplete. Upon your return, any additional credits 
will be carried to your next statement. 

The cooperative office can also forward your 
electric statement to your winter residence. 
Payments must be postmarked by the 10th of the 
month. This procedure allows plenty of time for 
payments to be returned to our office. 

If you will be leaving during the winter months, 
contact the cooperative office. We will set up a 
monthly statement arrangement that best fits 
your needs. You may also inquire on how to 
prepare your home for an extended winter 
vacation. 

Teens boost household 
utility bills 

Teenagers boost the typical American 
family’s electric bill by 54 percent, according 
to a recent study CMS Energy’s Consumer 
Power, Jackson, Miss. But, this comes as no 
surprise to anyone who has teens at home. 
Parents know all too well how much teen¬ 
agers love waterbeds, stereos, television, long 
showers, standing in front of an open re¬ 
frigerator, and many other activities that use 
a lot of energy. 

Edgar Electric's offices 
will be closed on the 
following days: 
Thanksgiving Thursday, November 26, & 

Friday, November 27 

Christmas Eve Thursday, December 24 
Christmas Day Friday, December 25 

New Year's Eve Thursday, December 31 
New Year's Day Friday, January 1 
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Deck the halls — with care 
Electricity keeps the coffee hot, bakes the 

cookies, lights the tree, plays your favorite 
Christmas carols, and warms your home. Elec¬ 
tricity lets you spend your valuable time on 
important things, by doing the work for you, 
reliably. 

Lights and decorations are an important part of 
the holiday season. Take a little extra time to 
decorate safely as well as beautifully. 

• Use only outdoor lights and cords in your 
yard or outside your home. 

• When decorating outdoors, keep ladders and 
decorations away from overhead power lines. 

• Inspect your cords and lights. Replace any 
cords you find that have cracked or loose sockets, 

or exposed wires. Also check for frayed, broken or 
scorched insulation. 

• Keep paper and tinsel away from hot lights. 
• Make sure your artificial tree is certified fire- 

resistant. Your natural tree should be well- 
watered: keep cords and lights away from the 
tree’s water dish. 

• Unplug cords when you string lights. Unplug 
lights before you go out or go to bed. 

• Have adequate lighting to welcome visitors 
and returning shoppers on dark winter nights. 

• Stop using any cord that gets hot to the touch 
during use. 

• Place electrical fixtures out of reach of 
children. 

A lot of work goes into a kilowatt-hour 
A kilowatt-hour is 1,000 watts used for an hour —most of us 

already know that. But what does it actually mean? We can 
understand it better when we convert that lonely kwh into a 

more homely reference. 
For instance, in our kitchen we would have to beat a batter 
mixture at an incredible speed, steadily for 10 hours, to 
generate energy equal to one kwh. A person would have to 
pedal an old-fashioned treadle sewing machine at top speed 

for 13 hours to equal a kwh. 
A person working steadily with a hand pump for one hour can 

pump 4,000 gallons of water out of a 25-foot well. An electric powered 
pump, using a kilowatt per hour (about one horsepower), would pump 
10,000 gallons out of the same well. 

A 150-pound person, climbing a 1,000 foot flight of stairs would have 
to climb those stairs nearly 18 times to generate the energy of one kwh. 

Just so you know, the average Edgar Electric residential customer 
uses approximately 949 kwh per month. 

— Source: MEA’s Power Lines 

For your information: 
Another bank added to payment locations 

Citizen’s National Bank of Paris is now 
accepting Edgar Electric Cooperative pay¬ 
ments. Reminder — payments made at area 
banks will not be accepted after the 10th of the 
month. Please have your statement with you 
when making payment to ensure proper credit 
to your account. Other area banks accepting 
Edgar Electric payments are: First Federal 
Bank (all locations), Edgar County Bank and 
Trust (all locations), and the Bank of Casey at 
Martinsville. 

Payments are also accepted at Edgar Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative headquarters. If the 10th of 
the month falls on a weekend or a holiday, 
members have until the next business day to 
make payments without being charged a 
penalty. A night depository box is available for 
use after cooperative business hours. Pay¬ 
ments left in the night box after 8 a.m. will not 
be posted until 8 a.m. the following day. 

Payments mailed to the cooperative must be 
postmarked on the 10th to be current. 
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Operating statement — August 1992 

Account Description Last Year 

Year-to-date 

Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $4,154,005.46CR $3,981,878.63CR $516,160.20CR 

Cost of Purchased Power 2,717,234.00 2,765,835.88 374,731.84 

Transmission Expense 449.94 1,177.88 11.04 

Distribution Expense — Operation 126,636.88 110,366.64 10,555.14 

Distribution Expense — Maintenance 224,414.08 212,298.55 27,506.92 

Consumer Accounts Expense 139,354.82 130,572.14 14,675.88 

Customer Service and 

Informational Expense 34,342.39 49,074.60 5,891.89 

Administrative & General Expense 365,257.81 395,000.18 41,626.09 

Operation & Maintenance Expense 3,607,689.92 3,664,325.87 474,998.80 

Depreciation & Amortization Expense 164,935.25 179,582.93 22,718.28 

Tax Expense — Property 38,482.00 40,568.00 5,071.00 

Tax Expense — Other 45,054.42 37,957.52 3,690.89 

Interest on Long-Term Debt 117,085.66 113,772.68 14,265.70 

Interest Expense — Other 29,749.99 28,654.89 5,120.14 

Other Deductions 2,375.70 -0- -0- 

Cost of Electric Service 4,005,372.94 4,064,861.89 525,864.81 

Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 148,632.52CR 82,983.26 9,704.61 

Nonoperating Margins — Interest 92,252.10CR 86,384.61CR 10,807.11CR 

Nonoperating Margins — Other 4,404.52CR 3,897.23CR 814.54CR 

Other Capital Credits and 

Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 

Patronage Capital or Margins 245,289.14CR 7,298.58CR 1,917.04CR 

Manager's report to the board - - August 1992 
Statistics and Revenue Data August 1991 July 1992 August 1992 

Number Connected Consumers 4,919 4,903 4,922 

Average kwh Used 1,101.0 763.1 889.1 

Average Bill $119.88 $92.11 $103.94 

No. kwh Purchased 5,580,490 4,054,693 5,028,573 

No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 5,415,810 3,741,348 4,376,299 

Line Loss Percent 3.0% 7.7% 13.0% 

Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06681 $0.07973 $0.07452 

Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.06884 $0.08640 $0.08563 

Member Cost Per kwh $0.11001 $0.12441 $0.11832 

Miles Energized 1,467 1,469 1,470 

Revenue Per Mile ($413.32) ($324.44) ($359.04) 

Total Expense Per Mile $383.47 $350.47 $357.73 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 
may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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Faith and hope for 

mankind... The 
Y> -y hoCiday season celebrates 

this optimism, renewing 

^ y our dedication to the 

principles and goals 

that brighten our 

lives and the lives of 

our neighbors. 

Edgar Electric 

Co-operative Association 

wishes you a peaceful and joyous 

holiday season. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/December 1992 12a 



Coping with winter outages 
Be prepared 

It is easy to become accustomed to a con¬ 
tinuous, uninterrupted supply of electricity. 
Supply can be cut off by storms, weather, or other 
accidents. When there is a sudden interruption we 
often find ourselves unprepared. Being prepared 
makes coping with winter outages easier. 

If an outage should occur, reset your circuit 
breaker or check your main fuse which may 
restore your electricity. If power is still not re¬ 
stored, check to see if your neighbors have 
electricity. 

Next call the cooperative office to report the 
outage. Cooperative answering personnel can 
serve members quickly when account numbers 
and pole locations are readily available. Having 
this information before placing your call helps to 
promptly untie our telephone lines. The office will 
dispatch line crews as quickly as possible to locate 
the trouble area. A reminder — never go near 
downed power lines; let qualified people from the 
cooperative office handle these situations. 

To make a winter outage easier to cope with, 
always keep an adequate supply of the following 
on hand. Keep these items in a cool, dry place. All 
members of the family should know where to find 
these supplies: 

• flashlights • extra batteries 
• battery operated radio • basic first-aid supplies 
• candles and matches • small supply of water 

Unplug appliances with electronic components, 
such as microwaves, televisions, and VCRs. This 
will eliminate damage to appliances from voltage 
fluctuations due to this problem. Also appliances 
with electrical motors — deep freezers, refrigera¬ 

tors, air conditioners, water pumps — should be 
unplugged. 

Your family should move to a single room of the 
house as much as possible, preferably one with 
few windows. Ideally, this room should be on the 
south side of the house to gain the maximum heat 
from sunlight. Shut off this room from the rest of 
the house. It could be a room with a fireplace, 
wood stove, or an alternate heat source. Follow 
operating instructions if another heat source 
is used. For example, if you use a kerosene heater, 
adequate ventilation is a must. Store all fuels 
outside the home for safety reasons. Properly 
maintain wood stoves and fireplaces throughout 
the year to prevent problems when emergencies 
arise. 

If it has been determined that the power outage 
will be extended, other measures will need to be 
taken as well. Unplug everything in your home. 
Turn off breakers or remove fuses. You may want 
to leave one lighting circuit on so you will know 
when the electricity returns. Be sure to keep doors 
on refrigerators and freezers closed as much as 
possible to prevent air loss. Keep curtains closed 
on all windows except the south windows when 
the sun is shining. This will supply some passive 
solar heat in the day time hours. Keep draperies 
closed at night. 

Following these suggestions will make it easier 
to cope with a power outage. Think ahead and 
prepare for an emergency by having a plan in your 
household. Remember to stay calm. Your elec¬ 
tricity will be on as quickly as possible. The 
cooperative will work around the clock to restore 
your electrical service. 

Dry clothes with microwaves 
Need to dry that wool sweater in a hurry? Stick 

it in the microwave. 
Microwave clothes dryer, that is. 
The Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI), 

the research arm of the electric utility industry, 
has invented a clothes dryer that “will bring the 
benefits of microwave technology to the laundry 
room,” said John Kesselring, senior project 
manager for EPRI. 

A microwave clothes dryer can dry clothes 
faster while saving 20 percent of the electricity 
used by conventional dryers. And because the 
microwave dryer operates at 100 degrees instead 
of the traditional dryer's 350 degrees, sensitive 
fabrics such as wool may be dried safely. 

Microwaving works the same for clothes as it 

does for food, says Kesselring: “When you heat 
something in a microwave oven, you are heating 
the water molecules in the food." Likewise, drying 
clothes in a microwave heats the water molecules, 
not the fabric. 

And while conventional dryers sometimes 
get as hot as 350 degrees, the microwave dryer 
operates at less than 100 degrees. That means 
fabrics are less likely to shrink. 

“Researchers have been striving successfully for 
decades to reduce the time spent on domestic 
chores,” Kesselring said. The microwave dryer 
“eliminates one more time-consuming step for 
today’s two-career families.” 

EPRI plans to field test its new dryer next year. 
Source: Rural Electric News Service 
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For your winter heating needs 

Edgar Propane Supply 

Phone: 465-5800 or 1-800-343-5800 
Call now to find out how we will become your full-service dealer 

Energy assistance is available 
If you are having difficulty paying heating bills, 

your family may qualify for energy assistance 
available through the State of Illinois. The pro¬ 
gram is called LIHEAP — Low Income Home 
Energy Assistance Program. 

The program is coordinated by the Embarrass 
River Basin Agency. This agency serves the coun¬ 
ties of Edgar, Clark, Coles, Douglas, Crawford, 
Lawrence, Jasper, Cumberland and Richland. 

Applications for assistance are accepted on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. Persons 
should bring the following information with them: 

proof of income, heat and electric bill, and social 
security cards of all members of the household. 
AFDC clients will need to bring medical cards or 
a pre-printed application if they do not have the 
card. A rent receipt is needed if utility bills are in 
a landlord's name. Assistance is based on the 
number of persons in the household and the gross 
monthly income. 

For more information on the program or to see 
if your household qualifies, contact the Embarrass 
River Basin Agency at 465-4911 in Edgar County 
or 826-5663 in Clark County. 
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Operating statement — September 1992 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $4,751,218.72CR $4,492,064.30CR $510,185.67CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 3,081,571.00 3,120,844.72 355,008.84 
Transmission Expense 449.94 1,177.88 11.04 
Distribution Expense — Operation 140,231.37 127,777.04 17,410.40 
Distribution Expense — Maintenance 273,504.97 228,602.41 16,303.86 
Consumer Accounts Expense 
Customer Service and 

149,094.22 141,788.37 11,216.23 

Informational Expense 37,777.11 55,290.91 6,216.31 
Administrative & General Expense 401,861.41 436,436.38 41,436.20 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 4,084,490.02 4,111,917.71 447,591.84 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 185,945.18 202,337.24 22,754.31 
Tax Expense — Property 43,341.00 45,639.00 5,071.00 
Tax Expense — Other 49,786.35 41,451.63 3,494.11 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 131,674.25 127,697.10 13,924.42 
Interest Expense — Other 33,202.04 33,884.58 5,229.69 
Other Deductions 2,375.70 -0- -0- 
Cost of Electric Service 4,530,814.54 4,562,927.26 498,065.37 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 220,404.18CR 70,862.96 12,120.30CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Interest 103,234.08CR 97,396.42CR 11,011.81CR 
Nonoperating Margins — Other 
Other Capital Credits and 

4,960.63CR 5,507.93CR 1,610.70CR 

Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 328,598.89CR 32,041.39CR 24,742.81 CR 

Manager's report to the board — September 1992 
Statistics and Revenue Data September 1991 August 1992 September 1992 

Number Connected Consumers 4,912 4,922 4,914 
Average kwh Used 1,010.8 889.1 957.1 
Average Bill $120.20 $103.94 $102.60 
No. kwh Purchased 5,445,233 5,028,573 4,521,415 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 4,964,860 4,376,299 4,703,249 
Line Loss Percent 8.8% 13.0% 4.0% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.06691 $0.07452 $0.07852 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.07338 $0.08563 $0.07548 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.12058 $0.11832 $0.10881 

Miles Energized 1,467 1,470 1,470 

Revenue Per Mile ($414.96) ($359.04) ($355.65) 

Total Expense Per Mile $358.17 $357.73 $338.82 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 
may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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