
Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

New Year's resolutions 
At the beginning of each year, many of us make 

resolutions regarding how we want to live our lives in 
the coming year. At Illinois Rural Electric Co., one of 
our resolutions has remained the same for many years. 
We now call it a Mission Statement and it goes as 
follows: We want to provide, market, and maintain 
good electric services and other services that meet the 
needs and expectations of all members and that 
enhance the welfare and economic development of the 
cooperative’s service area at the lowest rates that will 
assure the financial soundness of the cooperative. 

Now here’s a resolution that you can make. Resolve 

to contact us this year and let us know how we are doing 
in our goal of providing good service to you. Whether 
it’s a complaint or a compliment, we want to hear from 
you. We want to continue to do the things we are doing 
right, while at the same time, we want to work on areas 
of our service that may need improvement. 

We often hear from members when a bill seems too 
high, the power is off, or some other type of problem 
exists. This is good, because we are here to serve our 
members and if they are having a problem with their 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO. 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
2-12 South Main 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 
Ph: (217) 742-3128 — 1-800-468-4732 
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Closed all day Saturday, Sunday and 
Holidays. 

HOLIDAYS OBSERVED: 
New Year’s Day, Good Friday, 
Memorial Day, July Fourth, 
Labor Day, Veteran’s Day, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

service, we want to know about it so we can get it 
corrected. 

We also occasionally hear from members as a result 
of the good service we provide: “The serviceman was 
there within 30 minutes,” “Weatherization assistance 
really helped,” “Received helpful and courteous ser¬ 
vice when I called in.” 

This is good too because it lets us know we are doing 
our jobs well, and everyone appreciates a pat on the 
back. 

Keep in mind that we supply electricity to about 
9,500 meters over a five-county area. For this reason, 
we operate under a set of guidelines that must apply 
equally to all members. Also keep in mind that we are 
here to serve you, so you need to tell us if we are doing 
a good job. 

There are several ways you can go about letting us 
know what kind of a job we are doing. If you know the 
board director in your area, you can talk with him. He 
is one of the people whom you have elected to help 
set policy concerning how the cooperative is run. 

You can also call the cooperative’s main office in 
Winchester. Simply explain your concern to the switch¬ 
board operator, and she will connect you with the per¬ 
son who can help you. One other avenue you have for 
communication is to write a letter. This remains one 
of the least expensive and most effective ways to 
express your thoughts. 

Once again, we are here to serve you, but you have 
a responsibility to let us know how we can best do that. 
Let us hear from you. 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. members can 
now call the Cooperative toll free 

by using our new hot line. 

In Illinois, call 

1 -800-HOT-IREC (1-800-468-4732) 

You may also still call 

(217)742-3128. 
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Jill S. Gettings (center) of Eldred and Jenica J. 
Myers of Perry represented Illinois Rural Electric 
Co., Winchester, on the 31st annual "Youth to 
Washington" tour last June. From left are tour 
director John Freitag, Gettings and Myers. The 
visitors' agenda included a Ford's Theater perfor¬ 
mance, Arlington National Cemetery, a Potomac 
River cruise and the battlefield of Gettysburg. 

Washington, D.C. 

one-week 

The Illinois Rural Electric Co. board of directors has voted to participate in the Youth to Washington 
Tour again this year. As in the past, the winners will receive an all-expense-paid trip to Washington, 
D.C. Fill in the coupon below and mail it in or contact IREC at 1-800-HOT-IREC or (217)742-3128 
if you know of a high school sophomore or junior who would be interested. 

If you are interested in winning a trip to Washington, D.C., fill in this coupon and mail it to: 
Attn: Mark E. Martin 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
2-12 S. Main 
Winchester, IL 62694 

Name Age 

Address 

Parents'name 

Phone number 

High School 

Class □ Sophomore □ Junior 
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Do you have an electric water heater? 
If you do, you should be on the special water heater 

rate. To find out if you are, you can check your bill 
to see if you are receiving a credit for any kilowatt- 
hours used between 500 and 900. Each kwh used in this 
range will show a 5 cent credit. As an example, if your 
total bill was for 879 kwh, and you were on the water 
heater rate, you should see an $18.95 (379 kwh x 5 
cent) credit in the box marked “electric water heater 
savings.” You can see that a savings of as much as $20 
per month could be realized by being on the water 
heater rate. 

To get on this special rate, just fill out the coupon 
below and return it to Illinois Rural Electric Co. One 

of our employees will visit your house to check the 
water heater and make sure that you start receiving this 
credit on your bill. 

Should you need to replace your present water 
heater, keep in mind that IREC has 80-gallon electric 
water heaters available for purchase by members, 
for only $125 plus tax. This heater has low-wattage 
elements, a built-in lime fighter, insulation to R-20, 
meets all ASHRAE 90 standards and must be installed 
on IREC lines. 

For more information, call 742-3128 or 1-800- 
HOT-IREC. 

To all members who have an electric water heater 
If you have turned in the coupon below before, you are on the electric water heater rate and a 

credit is showing on your electric bill and you don't have to turn in this one. 
But, if you have an electric water heater and have not turned in a coupon, then you are paying 

more for your kilowatt-hours to heat water and we urge you to turn in this coupon. 
The all-electric homes and offices are on the rate. 

This can save you up to $20 each month. 

NAME  ADDRESS   

TOWN  PHONE   

□ Yes, I would like a new water heater, from IREC. 

□ I am the home owner. 

□ I would like for you to check my water heater and put me on the special rate. 

Signed  

IMPORTANT 
If you have an electric water heater you must send in the COUPON to Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

so one of our employees can check the heater and see that you get on the WATER HEATER RATE 

Clip and Mail To: Attn: Steve Wisdom, Illinois Rural Electric Co., 2-12 South Main St., Winchester Illinois 62694 

iffOiit With Hie Old! 
‘' In With The New! 

As we step from the old 

year into the new, we 
extend best wishes to our 

consumer-owners and 

their families. 

Health, happiness and 
prosperity head our list of 
wishes. And with our 

wishes comes our pledge 

that stays the same year 
in, year out — reliable ser¬ 
vice for you. 
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Board meeting report 

The board of directors met at the cooperative’s office 
in Winchester on Monday, December 3, 1990, at 1:30 
p.m. Nine directors were present, along with the 
general manager, the office manager, the director of 
member and public relations, and the cooperative’s 
attorney. Two directors were absent. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed 
and approved as mailed. The board then reviewed the 
financial report. The general manager noted that 
revenues were a little over budget for October while 
the cost of power was also above budget. He then went 
through the overages and underages on the expense 
side of the budget. When all questions were answered, 
the financial report was approved as presented. 

The directors then went over the accounts paid 
report. There were a couple of questions concerning 
refund of overpayments and some advertising that had 
been done. When those questions were answered, the 
accounts paid report was approved. 

The chairman then asked the director of member 
and public relations to give the marketing and eco¬ 
nomic development report. Mark Martin gave the 
number of appliances sold in October and November. 
He pointed out that the Member Service Department 
had done a larger volume of business than usual in 
October, so both revenue and expense figures were 
above budget. He then commented on several eco¬ 
nomic development activities within the service area. 
The general manager then gave a report relative to the 
grain handling rate. More than one million kilowatt- 
hours were sold in excess of the base for the 1,069 
members who had signed up for the program. The rate 
will be in effect again in March, April, May and June, 
1991. 

The chairman then asked for comments regarding 
the recently held directors’ tour of the east side of the 
IREC service area. The board enjoyed touring the 
Winchester Generating Plant, which is of 1938 vintage 
and still in operation. Another highlight was the tour 
of the Burrus Seed Plant near Arenzville. It was felt that 
this planned tour was a good way for the directors to 
learn more about our service territory. 

The next agenda item was the discussion of two 
Illinois Department of Transportation agreements. The 
state was asking us to subordinate the surface rights 
of two of our easements for the purpose of building 
bridges. The attorney advised that there was nothing 
unusual about the agreements and that everything 
seemed to be in order. The board then passed a resolu¬ 
tion approving these subordination agreements. 

The chairman then asked the manager to report on 
the plans for the director/manager retreat. Ed Gant 
stated that last year’s location was not available on 
January 10-11, 1991. The board decided to stay with 
the agreed dates and look for another location. Gant 
then went over some of the tentative agenda items for 
the program which included Bob Patton from AIEC 
to help with a board evaluation, Jeff Smith from Elec¬ 
tric Lab to talk about a SCADA system, and Mark 
Harper from CFG to talk about the key ratio trend 
analysis. The manager will finalize the details. 

The manager then gave a report on the Soyland 
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board meeting. The minutes were approved and the 
financial report was given. The 1991 operating budget 
was considered, in which a slight increase in energy 
charges to distribution co-ops is proposed. The Clinton 
Plant was shut down on October 13 for refueling. The 
board went into executive session and, upon returning 
to the general session, they instructed Mr. Ed Williams 
to write a job description and begin a search for an 
executive vice-president. 

The board then further discussed some of the 
highlights of the Soyland budget. Illinois Rural’s cost 
of power is projected to increase somewhat each year 
through 1994 and then level out to the year 2009. 

The next agenda item was a report on the AIEC 
board meeting. The minutes were approved and the 
financial report was given. Robert Ripplemeyer gave 
the NRECA report in which he talked about the pro¬ 
posed REA loan fund reduction and the upcoming 
annual meeting. Reports were also given from the legal 
and public affairs committee and the facility needs 
committee. 

Plans were then discussed for IREC directors to 
attend the NRECA annual meeting February 3-6, 1991. 
Available training courses were discussed as well as the 
agenda for the meeting. 

The board refunded one membership according to 
policy. The general manager reported on two accidents 
that had occurred in November. 

Several items were handled under other business. 
The Energy Resource Conservation loan program was 
discussed. This program, which has been available since 
August, 1988, allows members to borrow up to $6,000 
at an interest rate of 5 percent for purposes of making 
their homes more energy efficient. The program has 
been used quite effectively, and, after some discussion, 
it was decided that IREC would continue to offer this 
program through June 1, 1992. 

Also under other business, was the purchase-of- 
power agreement between Soyland Power Cooperative, 
Inc., Illinois Rural Electric Co. and J & M Energy. The 
attorney reported that he had reviewed the contract, 
but he still had some questions that he had not been 
able to get answered. The item was tabled until the 
attorney could make a recommendation. 

Still under other business, the 1991 auditing contract 
was discussed. The general manager presented a pro¬ 
posal from Clifton, Gunderson Co., Certified Public 
Accountants of Springfield, and outlined the terms. 
The manager recommended that the agreement be 
approved, and, after some discussion, the board passed 
a motion directing the manager to execute the contract. 

The final item under other business was a discussion 
concerning the purchase of winter jackets for em¬ 
ployees. A sample jacket was presented and, following 
some discussion it was decided that the employees 
would be offered these jackets at a cost of one-half the 
purchase price. The cooperative would pay the other 
half. 

The board approved 55 applications for member¬ 
ship. There being no further business to come before 
the board, the meeting was adjourned. 



Bylaw section on board nominations 
Section 4. Nominations. It shall be the duty of the 
Board of Directors to appoint, not less than ninety (90) 
days nor more than one-hundred sixty (160) days 
before the date of the meeting of the members at which 
directors are to be elected, a committee on nominations 
consisting of not less than five (5) nor more than eleven 
(11) members who shall be selected so as to give 
equitable representation on the committee to the 
geographical areas served or to be served by the 
Cooperative. No officer or member of the board of 
directors shall be appointed a member of such com¬ 
mittee. The committee shall prepare and post at the 
principal office of the Cooperative at least forty-five 
(45) days before the meeting a list of nominations for 
directors and such nominees shall be selected from the 
respective director districts of the cooperative service 
area scheduled for election under Section 2 of this 
Article. In addition, any fifteen (15) or more members 
may make other nominations for directors in the 

respective director districts scheduled for election 
under Section 2 of this Article, in writing, over their 
signatures not less than forty-five (45) days prior to the 
meeting and the secretary shall post the same at the 
same place where the list of nominations made by the 
committee is posted. The secretary shall mail with the 
notice of the meeting a statement of the number of 
directors to be elected from each district and showing 
separately the nominations made by the committee on 
nominations and any nominations made by petition 
for each director district. The members may, at any 
meeting at which a director or directors shall be 
removed, as provided in Article III, Section 6, elect a 
successor or successors thereto without compliance 
with the foregoing provisions with respect to nomina¬ 
tions. Not withstanding anything in this section con¬ 
tained, failure to comply with any of the provisions of 
this section shall not affect, in any manner whatsoever, 
the validity of any election of directors. 

Confusion about insurance 
It has come to our attention that members of Il¬ 

linois Rural Electric Co. have received mail recently 
about insurance. There is some confusion about 
IREC and the insurance company. The name of the 
insurance company is Reserve National Insuarnce 
Company. IREC is not affiliated with the company 
and does not endorse its policies. 

The mail, sent simply to “Postal Patron Local,” 
has a return address bearing the words: “A National 
Association of Rural Co-operative Members.” The 
group has no known affiliation with any rural elec¬ 
tric cooperative. 

If you receive any mail about insurance or 
anything else, and you are not sure of its legitimacy, 
double check. If a salesman suggests he represents 
a firm affiliated with rural electrification, ask ques¬ 
tions and get written proof of any affiliation. 

Your electric cooperative’s good will has been 
built on 50 years of trust. Don’t let someone trade 
on that good will and trust to sell you insurance, or 
anything else. 

If Illinois Rural Electric Co. can be of any 
assistance in answering any questions you may have, 
please feel free to call 742-3128. 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. members can now call the 
Cooperative toll free by using our new hot line. 

In Illinois, call 

1-800-HOT-IREC (1-800-468-4732) 
You may also still call (217)742-3128. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/February 1991 14a 



High school sophomores and 
Win a free one-week trip to 
Who is eligible? 

High school sophomores and juniors 
Any high school sophomore or junior attending 

school within the Illinois Rural Electric Co. service area 
or living in a residence served by the cooperative may 
enter. Members of an immediate family of any board 
member or employee of a rural electric cooperative are 
not eligible. 

The contest rules 
Each student will be required to write an essay on 

one of the following topics: “Community and Economic 
Development: What role should rural electric coopera¬ 
tives play?”; “Energy Efficiency and Energy Resources 
of the Future: What can be done to assure an adequate 
supply of energy in the future?”; “Election and Cam¬ 
paign Reform: What changes, if any, could be made that 
might help improve the election process?”; or “Elec¬ 
tric Cars: What is their future?” and submit it to Illinois 
Rural Electric Co., 2-12 S. Main St., Winchester, Illinois 
62694, on or before March 15. Essays are to be typewrit¬ 
ten on SV* by 11-inch paper, one side only, double 
spaced and are not to exceed 1,000 words. Washington, 
D.C., trip winners will be required to attend Illinois 
Rural Electric Co.’s annual meeting and give a brief 
presentation about their Springfield and Washington 
trips. Resource material will be mailed to you upon 
receipt of the entry coupon, or may be picked up at 
Illinois Rural Electric Co.’s member service department 
in Winchester, or call (217)742-3128. 

One student from each side of the Illinois River will 
be awarded an all-expense-paid, seven-day trip to 
Washington, D.C., June 14-21. 

Seated from left are Jill S. Gettings of Eldred and 
Jenica J. Myers of Perry, who represented Illinois 
Rural Electric Co., Winchester, on the 1990 annual 
"Youth to Washington" tour. John Freitag, tour direc¬ 
tor, is with the students. 

In addition 
Eighteen finalists (one from each high school within 

IREC’s service area) will receive a free trip to the state 
capital Wednesday, April 10, in Springfield, which 
includes: 
• Get-acquainted session at the Hilton Hotel with 

other students from cooperatives throughout the 
state. 

• Tour of Springfield’s historic sites including 
Lincoln’s Home, Lincoln’s Tomb, the State Capitol, 
The Vietnam Memorial, and the Old State Capitol. 

• Enjoy a lunch with Senators, Representatives and 
other elected officials. 

• Chaperones and all arrangements for the day aie 
to be taken care of by Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
Transportation will be provided from Illinois Rural 
Electric Co.’s office in Winchester. 

Use the coupon below to enter. 

If you are interested in winning a trip to Washington, D.C., fill in this coupon and mail it to: 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
2-12 S. Main 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 
ATTN: Mark E. Martin 

Name  Age  

Address  

Parents’ name  

Phone Number  

High School  

Class □ Sophomore □ Junior 
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Capital experience 
ighteen students in high schools within 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. service area will 

e the opportunity to win one-day tours to 
Ingfield, and two of the 18 will win week-long, 

pxpenses-paid tours to Washington, D.C. in 
cooperative’s essay contest. The day in 

ingfield will include visits to historic and 
ernment sites. The Washington tour features 
rels to many of that city’s attractions, as 

as a side trip to the national battlefield at 
rysburg. 



Board meeting report 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s office 

in Winchester on Monday, January 7,1991, at 1:30 p.m. 
All directors were present, along with the general 
manager, the office manager, the director of member 
and public relations, and the Cooperative’s attorney. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed 
and approved as mailed. The board then reviewed the 
financial report and asked the manager if he had any 
comments. Manager Robert E. Gant noted that reve¬ 
nues for November were above budget, and so was the 
power bill. He then answered questions concerning the 
figures on the expense side of the financial report, after 
which, the board approved the report as mailed with 
the minutes. The accounts paid report was also 
reviewed and approved after several questions were 
answered. 

The chairman then asked Mark Martin, Director of 
Member and Public Relations, to give the marketing 
and economic development report. Martin gave the 
number of appliances sold in October and November, 
and briefly reviewed the Member Services Department 
report. He then discussed the upcoming Youth Tour 
program and asked the board if we wanted to par¬ 
ticipate. It was decided that IREC would again spon¬ 
sor two students to go to Washington, D.C., in June, 
based on an essay contest. After all questions were 
answered, the board moved to the next agenda item. 

The 1991 operating budget was then considered. The 
general manager explained on change to the original 
budget proposal that had been made as a result of the 
finance committee meeting. He then deferred to the 
finance committee chairman, Glen Pulliam, who 
briefed the board on the discussions of his committee 
and moved to approve the budget as presented. The 
motion was seconded and, after all questions were 
answered, a vote was taken, and the 1991 budget was 
approved. 

The board then reviewed transportation bids for the 
purchase of three new vehicles. Bids were let for two 
service trucks and one meter department truck. After 
review of the bids, a motion was passed to accept the 
low bid for each truck. 

The next item of business was to consider six 
months of delinquent accounts from July 1989 through 
December 1989. These accounts, which had been 
turned over to a collection agency, totaled $15,929.86. 
There followed some discussion as to ways we could 
reduce this amount in the future. Following the discus¬ 
sion, the board voted to write off the delinquent 
accounts in question. 

The chairman then gave a report on the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperative’s regular board meeting. 
William Griswold stated that the minutes were accepted 
and the treasurers’ report was given. The National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association’s report cen¬ 
tered around REA loan funds being cut. The facility 
needs committee reported on a recommendation that 
would call for renovation of part of the existing AIEC 
office as well as the addition of new space. Renovation 
and new construction would total about 3,800 square 
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feet. The AIEC board voted to go ahead with the project 
with funding to come from member cooperatives, 
based on the same formula used to assess dues. The 
IREC board approved paying our share for this renova¬ 
tion project. Continuing with his report, Griswold 
stated that Gordon Olsen gave a marketing report, Earl 
Struck gave a legislative report, and Randy Rings gave 
a legal report. It was noted that drug testing will 
become mandatory and IREC will be required to test 
employees in order to comply with the law. Finally a 
report was given on the number of members con¬ 
tributing to the Action Committee for Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion for the 1990-91 year. This concluded the report 
on the AIEC regular board meeting. 

Plans were made for those directors interested in 
attending Course 540.2 “Understanding the Financial 
and Statistical Report.” This is one of the Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives’ continuing education courses and 
it is required for certification. It was also noted that 
Course 300.2, “Principles of Supervisory Management” 
will also be held in January for rural electric coopera¬ 
tive employees. 

Under the next agenda item, final plans were made 
to attend the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association’s annual meeting in February. Bill Griswold 
was selected as voting delegate with Jeral Miller as alter¬ 
nate for the NRECA annual meeting. Griswold was also 
selected as delegate with Miller as alternate for the 
National Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance Corpora¬ 
tion’s (CFG) annual meeting, which is held in conjunc¬ 
tion with NRECA’s annual meeting. The board voted 
to change the date of the regular February meeting to 
February 11, 1991, to avoid conflict with the NRECA 
annual meeting. 

The board then discussed a date for the 1991 annual 
meeting of Illinois Rural Electric Co. members. The 
date set for the meeting was Wednesday, July 10, 
1991, with the meeting to be held at the Scott county 
fairgrounds. 

The board then considered a resolution on the retire¬ 
ment of capital credits. This item had been previously 
considered by the finance committee, and, after some 
discussion, a resolution was approved to return to the 
members capital credits in the amount of $118,099.70 
for the year 1964. 

The Soyland board report was given by the manager. 
He noted that the meeting was held at the Clinton 
Nuclear Plant and the board had the opportunity to 
meet Bob Harbour, the new Executive Vice President 
at Soyland Power Cooperative, Inc. The Soyland board 
approved an intermediate term loan application to 
CFC in the amount of $45,000.00. Jim Greenwood 
reported that the Pearl Plant was in good shape, there 
was still a vibration at the Baldwin Plant, and the 
Clinton Plant was shut down for refueling. As it was 
shut down, the Soyland board toured the Clinton Plant 
at the conclusion of the board meeting. 

The manager reported on one accident in December. 
Under other business, plans were discussed for the 

board/manager retreat with a tentative agenda being 
handed out. It was noted that the grain handling pro¬ 
motional rate will be evaluated at this meeting. 

There being no further business to come before the 
board, the meeting was adjourned. 



Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

We're working to 
keep your rates stable 

The cost of almost everything continues to go up, and 
our cost for electricity is no exception. We are con¬ 
tinually looking for ways to control this cost as it greatly 
affects the rate that you, the member, pay for the elec¬ 
tricity you use. 

As you may be aware, Illinois Rural Electric Co. pur¬ 
chases power from our generation and transmission 
cooperative, Soyland Power Cooperative, Inc. This 
power is then distributed over our lines to you, the end 
user. The calculation for our cost of power is com¬ 
plicated and involves several factors. One of those fac¬ 
tors is centered around our demand for electricity— 
in other words, the amount of electricity we need to 
be able to supply at a given time. 

Let me stop right there and say that approximately 

70 percent of the overall cost of supplying electricity 
to our members is the amount we are charged by our 
power supplier. If we can control that cost, then we 
have gone a long ways towards stabilizing the rates to 
our members. That is why we are constantly looking 
at alternative ways for controlling our power costs. 

To put this all together then, by controlling our 
demand for electricity we can manage our power costs. 
And by managing our power costs, we are better able 
to stabilize rates to our members. 

One of the ways that several other cooperatives 
throughout the state are looking at to control demand 
is by installing a load-control switch on electric water 
heaters. When activated, this switch will shut the power 
off to the water heater during the time periods when 
the demand for electricity is at or near its peak. This 
normally results in little or no inconvenience to the 
members, especially if they have a large storage tank 
like the 80-gallon water heaters being sold at IREC’s 
Member Service Department. 

The water heater load-control switch is one method 
we are currently looking at to help stabilize your elec¬ 
tricity rates. We would appreciate hearing your ques¬ 
tions or comments concerning the water heater switch 
as we continue to search for ways to provide you with 
the electric services and other services that meet your 
needs and expectations at a price you can afford. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO. 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
2T2 South Main 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 
Ph: (217) 742-3128 — 1-800-468-4732 

MAIN OFFICE HOURS: 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Closed all day Saturday, Sunday and 
Holidays. 

HOLIDAYS OBSERVED: 
New Year’s Day, Good Friday, 
Memorial Day, July Fourth, 
Labor Day, Veteran’s Day, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Closed Good Friday 

The offices of Illinois Rural Electric Co. will be 
closed on Friday, March 29, in observance of 
Good Friday. 
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Directors of the Illinois Rural Electric Co. board accepted a check from the Greene County Economic 
Development Corp. as the final payment of a $24,000 low-interest loan made in September 1990. Standing 
are (from the left) Ed Gant, IREC manager; Joe Lakin, secretary-treasurer of Greene County Economic 
Development Corp. (GCEDC); Bill Griswold (Greene County), president of the IREC board; Russell Meece 
(member) and Lynn Seely (president) of the GCEDC; Merton Pond (Scott County); and Robert A. Brown (Scott 
County). Seated are (left to right) Francis Toppmeyer (Calhoun County); Jeral Miller (Pike County); Alan Heaton 
(Morgan County); Glen Pulliam (Pike County); and Tom Camerer (Greene County). IREC board members not 
in the picture include Ronald Myers (Pike County); John Early (Greene County); and J.M. Sapp (Pike County). 

Economic development loan repaid 
IREC provides short-term financial help 

The board of directors of Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
recently met with representatives from the Greene 
County Economic Development Corp. to receive the 
final payment of a loan made to the Greene County 
organization in September 1990. 

The loan funds were used to help purchase the land 
where the Greene County Prison Work Camp will be 
built. It was also used to help purchase some adjoining 
acreage that will be used as an industrial park area. The 
Committee For A Correctional Facility in Greene 
County has exceeded its fund-raising goal, so the 
money was available at this time to repay the loan from 

IREC and avoid any further interest charges. 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. is currently working on 

securing a $75,000 no-interest loan from REA, which 
will be re-loaned to the Greene County group to be 
used for economic development activities. 

Robert E. Gant, general manager of IREC, said, “This 
group has worked hard to get what they want and we 
are glad we were able to help them along the way. 
There are other organizations in our service area with 
community and economic development ideals, and we 
would certainly welcome the opportunity to work with 
them, also.” 

Grain handling rate in effect again 
Many farmers with grain handling facilities signed 

up for the grain drying rate last fall and took advan¬ 
tage of 5'A cent kilowatt-hours to dry, maintain, and 
move their grain. The reduced rate was effective for 
all kilowatt-hours used over their calculated average 
usage. 

It came at just the right time for many producers, 
since much of the grain that was harvested was at 
a moisture level that prohibited storage. The rate 
was in effect for the months of September, October 
and November, enabling your cooperative to sell 
some extra electricity without being penalized for 
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any extra demand on our system. 
Now the rate is in effect again. For the months of 

March, April, May and June, farmers with grain bins 
can receive the 5 Vz cent/kwh rate to maintain and move 
their grain. If you were on this rate last fall, you will 
automatically be put back on it this spring unless 
you have made other arrangements with the billing 
department. 

If you were not on this rate, but think you might 
qualify, call the office at 1-800-HOT-IREC. We can give 
you your average usage figure and answer any ques¬ 
tions you may have about this program. 



CMeM Counts! 
Your cholesterol level is one of the most 

important numbers you can know. A quick, 

simple test conducted by your doctor or health 

care provider will indicate if your cholesterol 

level is in the healthy range. 

Lowering a high cholesterol level can reduce 

the risk of heart disease. A change in diet may 

be all that’s needed to achieve a better score. 

More than half a million Americans die of 

heart attacks each year. Nearly 5.5 million more 

suffer symptoms of heart disease. 

We urge you to learn all you can about 

cholesterol. You’ll help yourself and your family. 

Don't forget IREC annual meeting 
Wednesday, Inly 10 

Scott County 4-H Fairgounds — Winchester 

DEPENDABLE 
JETCLEAN™ 

DISHWASHERS 

Maytag. • Nobody 
else builds 
dishwashers like 
Maytag. 

■ extra large capacity washer with energy¬ 
saving HANDWASH® System for small loads 
and delicates ■ variable water level selections 
■ 3 wash-rinse temperatures ■ 2 wash/spin 
speeds ■ 5 wash cycles ■ bleach and fabric 
softener dispenser. Mode| WLW3700B 

■ 18.2 cu. ft. no-frost refrigerator ■ adjustable 
split-level shelves ■ equipped for optional 
icemaker ■ door shelf holds six-pack ■ energy- 
saver switch ■ twin vegetable pans ■ meat pan 
■ rolls out on wheels. Model CTX18EL 

Complete Line of 
Hotpoint & Maytag Appliances 
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Board meeting report 
Prior to the start of the regular board meeting, the 

directors met with several representatives from the 
Greene County Economic Development Corp. and 
received the final payment on the $24,000 loan that had 
been made to that organization in September 1990. 
The loan had been made for the purchase of land at 
the prison work camp site and the adjoining industrial 
park area. 

The board of directors met at the cooperative’s office 
in Winchester on Monday, February 11, 1991, at 1:30 
p.m. Nine directors were present, along with the 
general manager, the office manager, the chief engi¬ 
neer, the director of member and public relations and 
the cooperative’s attorney. Two directors were absent. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed. 
It was noted that the amount of the Soyland loan 
application, which was reported on last month, should 
have been $45,000,000 instead of $45,000. After this 
correction was made, the minutes were approved. 

The board then considered the financial report and 
asked the manager if he had any comments. Robert E. 
Gant reviewed the revenue and expense figures for the 
month, and, since these were December figures, he also 
reviewed the revenue and expense figures for the year. 
Overall, revenues were slightly below budget, expenses 
were slightly below budget, and margins were slightly 
above budget. After all questions were answered, the 
financial report was approved. The accounts paid 
report was then reviewed and approved. 

Next on the agenda was a staff report from Ron 
Coultas, chief engineer. As this was his first report to 
the board, he explained about his educational back¬ 
ground and his work history. He then talked about who 
is in the engineering department and their job respon¬ 
sibilities. He also talked about some of the current 
projects within the department as well as some of the 
projects in the planning stages. Some of the items 
touched upon included franchise negotiations, up¬ 
dating system maps, long-range planning, the prison 
work camp, computer use within the department, and 
how a SCADA system could benefit the cooperative. 
The board then thanked Mr. Coultas for his report. 

The marketing and economic development report 
was then given. Mark Martin reported on the number 
of appliances sold in the Member Service Department. 
He updated the board on the Youth to Washington 
essay contest program and finished by answering ques¬ 
tions relative to his written report. 

Gant then explained that each year CFG asks the 
general manager to certify that certain requirements 
have been met relative to last year’s loan activities. He 
reviewed the requirements and informed the board 
that the cooperative has complied with each item on 
the certification form. The board then passed a motion 
that the general manager submit the annual certifica¬ 
tion of compliance. 

The next agenda item was the discussion of a drug- 
free workplace policy. The manager explained that 
a policy must be in place to comply with the Illinois 
Drug-Free Workplace Act. He then presented, for 
the board’s consideration, a substance abuse policy 
that would comply with all the regulations and would 
fit the cooperative business as far as meeting regula¬ 
tions for education for supervisors and employees. 
After some discussion, the board approved this policy 
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as Policy Bulletin No. 516. 
The board then took up the discussion of a super¬ 

visory control and data acquisition (SCADA) system. 
This type of system is used to monitor loads at substa¬ 
tions and can be used to control loads in an effort to 
reduce the cooperative’s peak demand for electricity. 
Controlling the demand for electricity, in turn, helps 
keep the cost to the member down, so this type of 
system is worth looking in to. The board passed a 
resolution directing the manager to further study this 
type of system and return with some cost figures and 
justification for the expense. 

The board/management retreat was discussed and it 
was felt by those in attendance that the agenda was a 
good one and that the meeting is worthwhile if all of 
the directors could attend. This will be kept in mind 
when deciding on a date and location for next year. 

The chairman then gave the report of the regular 
AIEC board meeting. The minutes were approved and 
the financial report was reviewed. Robert Ripplemeyer, 
the NRECA representative, reported on the insured 
loan program and its effects on the cooperatives. He 
also discussed the agenda for the annual meeting of 
NRECA. Reports were also heard on the Youth to 
Washington program, activities of the EEE Department, 
current legislative bills, and on-going litigation in 
Illinois. This concluded the chairman’s report on the 
AIEC meeting. 

The board members then gave their comments on 
the recently held NRECA annual meeting. More than 
10,900 rural electric leaders from 46 states attended the 
meeting where 67 resolutions were approved, new 
officers were elected, reports were given, and nationally 
known speakers were heard. Directors attending felt 
it was a good meeting and they also liked the exposi¬ 
tion area and the conferences held prior to the annual 
meeting. 

The general manager then gave the report on the 
regular Soyland board meeting. Gary Wobler was 
introduced as the new manager at Southwestern Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, Inc. The minutes were approved and 
the financial report was reviewed. Reports were also 
heard on the energy supply summary for December 
1990, the status of the Clinton plant and the Pearl plant, 
and the proposal from Illinois Power relative to the 
closing date under the Soyland settlement. The board 
then passed a resolution concerning drug testing for 
truck drivers under the federal and state motor carrier 
acts. This concluded the manager’s report on the 
Soyland board meeting. 

The Member Relation and Member Meeting Com¬ 
mittee set a date of February 26, 1991, to meet to 
discuss plans for the 1991 annual meeting on July 10. 

There were no accidents to report for January. 
Under other business, the 1990 report for the 

RELCO Credit Union was distributed to the directors, 
along with a note from the RELCO president thank¬ 
ing IREC for the use of its facilities to carry out credit 
union business. Manager evaluation forms were then 
distributed to directors with the executive committee 
to meet prior to the March meeting to review the 
evaluations. 

Twenty-five applications for membership were 
approved. There being no further business to come 
before the board, the meeting was adjourned. 



High Line News 
ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO. WINCHESTER, ILLINOIS 

Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Nominating committee to meet May 13 
One of the principles of the cooperative form of 

business is that the business is governed by an elected 
board of directors. These directors are elected by the 
members of the cooperative and serve to represent 
their interests. The IREC board is made up of one 
representative from each of the eleven districts in our 
territory. These representatives serve three-year terms 
and are elected during the annual meeting. 

Candidates for these positions can be determined by 
one of two ways. One way is to be selected by the 
nominating committee. This committee is made up of 
members from each of the five major counties that we 
serve. They, along with their alternates, are selected by 
the board of directors and are charged with finding 
qualified people to fill any upcoming vacancies on the 
board. You can find the list of people on the nomi¬ 
nating committee, along with their alternates, in the 
board report section of this publication. The commit¬ 
tee will meet May 13 at 10 a.m. at the IREC head¬ 
quarters in Winchester. 

The other way for a person to become a candidate 
is by petition. With this method, any 15 or more 

members may make a nomination for director in the 
respective director districts scheduled for election, in 
writing, over their signatures not less than 45 days prior 
to the meeting. These nominations will be posted at 
the cooperative’s office, along with the nominations 
made by the nominating committee. 

Districts where directors will be elected this year 
are: District 5 (southeastern Pike/northern Calhoun); 
District 9 (Calhoun); District 10 (southwestern Greene); 
and District 11 (southeastern Greene). Present directors 
in those positions arejeral Miller, Francis Toppmeyer, 
Tom Camerer, and William Griswold, respectively. 

You, as members, will be mailed a statement indi¬ 
cating the number of directors to be elected from each 
district along with the nominations made by the nomi¬ 
nating committee and those made by petition. This will 
come with your notice of the annual meeting. So plan 
now to attend your annual meeting in Winchester on 
July 10, 1991, and take part in this democratic process. 

July 1991 
SU/f MOJf TUE WED THU FRJ SAT 

1 2 3 4  5 6 

l 8_ 9 

10 
1J 12 13 

14 15 16 n 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 

FOR SALE: 80-gallon water 
That’s right! Illinois Rural Electric Co. is offering 

these high-efficiency, large-capacity, electric water 
heaters to our members for just $125, plus tax. That 
is a delivered price and installation is available. 

Since this program began in late 1986, the coopera¬ 
tive has sold more than 500 water heaters at this price. 
These water heaters have an insulation value of R-20, 
and the heat is retained for a long period of time, so 
operating costs should not be much different with this 
heater than a 50-gallon tank with standard insulation. 
And these 80-gallon heaters have a ten-year warranty 
on the tank. 

Another benefit of these heaters is that they fit right 

heaters for $125 
in with the load-control program the cooperative is 
presently considering. With 80-gallons of hot water 
being kept hot by R-20 insulation, it would be unlikely 
that your would experience any inconvenience if the 
power were shut off to your heater for three or four 
hours. This would also be an advantage should you 
experience an unplanned outage caused by weather, 
animal, auto accident, etc. 

So, if you are in the market for a new water heater, 
you should definitely consider the purchase of one of 
these energy efficient models available from Illinois 
Rural Electric Co. To find out more about them, call 
the Member Service Department at 1-800-HOT-IREC. 
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Rural TV programming Qplllljfjh 
One-time $15.00 authorization fee li^^flE£3 

Basic Service 
CNN 
Country Music TV 
Discovery 
ESPN 
Family Channel 
Nostalgia Channel 

Headline News 
Learning Channel 
Lifetime 
Nashville Network 
Nickelodeon 
WTBS 

Superstar Connection 
(WPIX, KTVT, WGN) 

Travel Channel 
USA Network 
Weather Channel 

$ 9.95 

G1 package $ 7.95 
Arts & Entertainment ESPN USA Network 
CNN Family Channel WGN (Chicago) 
Country Music TV Headline News WTBS 
Discovery Nashville Network 

Expanded basic $15.95 
Arts & Entertainment Lifetime Skyline Silver 
CNN Nickelodeon (WSBK, TKLA, WWOR) 
Country Music TV Nashville Network Superstar Connection 
Discovery Nostalgia Channel (WPIX, KTVT, WGN) 
ESPN Prime Network Travel Channel 
Family Channel PrimeTime 24 USA Network 
Headline News (WABC. WBBM, WXIA) Weather Channel 
Learning Channel WTBS 

Premium services 
Basic Plus (Includes Basic and Netlink $14.75 per mo. HBO and Disney 14.95 per mo. 
Netlink wfo Basic Cinemax and Disney 14.95 per mo. 

(KCNC, KMGH, KUSA, KRMA, KWGN) 5.95 per mo. HBO, Cinemax, and Disney 20.95 per mo. 
HBO 7.95 per mo. PrimeTime 24 3.55 per mo. 
Cinemax 7.95 per mo. Skyline Silver 3.00 per mo. 
Disney 7.95 per mo. Superstation TBS 1.75 per mo. 
HBO and Cinemax 14.95 per mo. Arts & Entertainment w/Basic .50 per mo. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO. 
MAILING ADDRESS: 

2-12 South Main 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 
Ph: (217) 742-3128 — 1-800-468-4732 

MAIN OFFICE HOURS: 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Closed all day Saturday, Sunday and 
Holidays. 

HOLIDAYS OBSERVED: 
New Year’s Day, Good Friday, 
Memorial Day, July Fourth, 
Labor Day, Veteran’s Day, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. members can 
now call the Cooperative toll free 

by using our new hot line. 

In Illinois, call 

1-800-HOT-IREC (1-800-468-4732) 

You may also still call 

(217)742-3128. 
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Safety is 

LOOKING UP 

Springtime, and things are looking up. Snow and cold are behind you. 
And you'll be up for home projects—UP in a tree cutting out dead limbs, 
UP on the roof cleaning out gutters, UP a ladder scraping old paint off 
your house. 

In the midst of these busy weekend chores, safety is top priority. So, 
when you're climbing that tree, walking on the roof and moving that 
ladder—LOOK UP. Make sure you and your work tools clear any 
overhead electric power lines. A moment of caution can add up to a 
longer life. 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

Good for ALL Illinois 
An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Board meeting report 

The board of directors met at the cooperative’s office 
in Winchester on Monday, March 4,1991, at 1:30 p.m. 
All directors were present, along with the general 
manager, the office manager, the chief engineer, the 
director of member and public relations, and the 
cooperative’s attorney. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed 
and approved as mailed. The board then reviewed the 
financial report and asked the general manager for his 
comments. Robert E. Gant noted that total revenues 
for January were below budget while total operating 
expenses for the month were above budget. After all 
questions were answered, the financial report was 
approved as presented. The accounts paid report was 
also reviewed and approved after discussion. 

The chairman then asked the director of member 
and public relations to give the marketing and eco¬ 
nomic development report. Mark Martin gave the 
number of major appliances sold for the months of 
January and February. He then reviewed the Member 
Service Department report for January and finished by 
answering questions relative to a couple of economic 
development activities mentioned in his written report. 

The board then heard a presentation of further 
engineering and marketing data relative to the super¬ 
visory control and data acquisition (SCADA) system 
that is being investigated. Ron Coultas, chief engineer, 
handed out a booklet he had put together which 
projected demand and fixed costs for IREC under 
various assumptions. Some projected savings were also 
given for various load management scenarios. There 
was a good deal of discussion on this agenda item 
before it was decided that the finance committee would 
meet to decide how to fund this project. 

A report from the member relation and mem¬ 
ber meeting committee was then heard. Francis 
Toppmeyer, chairman, said the committee had met on 
February 26, 1991, to discuss plans for the 1991 annual 
meeting on July 10. He recommended that the meeting 
be conducted similarly to last year’s with a registration 
prize to be given, food to be available, exhibitors asked 
to be present, and entertainment in the morning and 
afternoon. After brief discussion, the board approved 
the recommendation of the committee. 

The next agenda item was the appointment of the 
1991 nominating committee. Directors whose terms 
expire this year include: Jeral Miller, District 5; Francis 
Toppmeyer, District 9; Tom Camerer, District 10; and 
William Griswold, District 11. The nominating com¬ 
mittee and their alternates are as follows: Robert 
Pembrook (Greene County), Eugene Rawlins (alter¬ 
nate); Ed VanBebber (Morgan County), Eric Lakin 
(alternate); Mike Hurrelbrink (Scott County), Ed Frost 
(alternate); Paul Borrowman (Pike County), Jim Gay 
(alternate); August Nolle (Calhoun County), and John 
Nolle (alternate). The nominating committee will meet 
at 10:00 a.m. at the Winchester headquarters on May 13, 
1991, to decide on nominees for these positions. 

The chairman then asked the manager to report on 
the regular Soyland board meeting. Gant stated that 
Gary Wobler, manager at Southwestern Electric 

Cooperative, Inc. was seated on the Soyland board. 
Soyland’s annual meeting will be held on March 20, 
1991 in Springfield. The finance committee recom¬ 
mended authorizing the sale of up to $15 million in 
bonds. A resolution concerning controlled substances 
was approved. The Soyland board went into executive 
session to discuss some legal suits that are pending. 
Upon return to the general session, the meeting was 
adjourned. This concluded the report on the Soyland 
board meeting. 

The board then unanimously approved a resolution 
to nominate William Griswold and Robert E. Gant to 
serve on the Soyland board of directors. They further 
resolved that Jeral Miller be designated as the alternate 
director. 

The chairman then gave a report on the regular 
meeting of the Association of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives board of directors. The minutes and financial 
report were approved. A report was given on the 
NRECA annual meeting. More than 10,900 represen¬ 
tatives from 46 states attended and saw 67 resolutions 
adopted. REA financing was discussed a great deal. The 
Legal and Public Affairs Department gave a legislative 
report and the Facilities Needs Committee approved 
bids on the building renovation project. A report was 
given on various court cases of interest as was a report 
on the number of ACRE members. This concluded the 
chairman’s report of the AIEC meeting. 

One membership was refunded according to the 
bylaws. The board then took up the discussion of a co¬ 
generation contract with J & M Energy. The attorney 
explained the contract would actually be between 
Soyland, Illinois Rural Electric Co., and J & M Energy. 
He further explained that we are bound by law to 
accept the electricity produced by approved co¬ 
generators using certain natural resources to generate 
electricity and that Soyland must pay the avoided cost 
for that energy. After discussion relative to this mat¬ 
ter, the board passed a resolution to enter into the pur¬ 
chase agreement with Soyland and J & M Energy. 

The general manager had no accidents to report for 
the month of February. Under other business, the 
manager reminded the directors of the upcoming IEC 
Course 550.2 “What Cannot Be Delegated”. The board 
then approved, after discussion, the execution of REA 
loan papers that would allow Illinois Rural to continue 
to loan money to members for energy conservation 
purposes. Also under other business, the manager 
reported on the status of the $75,000 loan for the 
Greene County Economic Development Corp. REA still 
needed some additional information, which has been 
supplied. The board passed a resolution to requisition 
the funds from REA. It was also decided that the policy 
committee would meet on March 18, 1991, to review 
and update the cooperative’s policies. 

Twenty-nine applications for membership were 
approved. The board then went into executive session 
to discuss some legal matters and the contractual 
arrangement between the board and the manager. 
Upon returning to the general session, and with no fur¬ 
ther business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned. 
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Across the 
y f Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

The cooperative—It's your business 
A cooperative is something special — a unique way 

of doing business. It’s an organization providing a ser¬ 
vice to its owners. The owners are you. 

Your electric cooperative is people working together 
for people, not profit. That’s way your participation 

is so vital to the co-op’s continuing success. It’s the 
leadership you elect — the board of directors — that 
guides the operation of the co-op and sets the kind of 
policy that puts people first. 

Cooperation is based on the principle of people 
working together, pooling our efforts and cooperating 
to provide a needed service to improve the quality of 
life for our families and our communities. 

Local ownership, local control, non-profit operation, 
and cooperation — we think its the best way to serve 
you. 

If you have comments, suggestions or questions 
about your electric co-op, please call. We want to hear 
from you. 

It’s your business. 

Choose and save 
Choose and Save ... that’s the name that’s been given 

to Illinois Rural Electric Co.’s new water heater pro¬ 
gram. IREC members who heat their water with elec¬ 
tricity can choose to have a radio-controlled switch 
put on their heater and save on their water heating 
costs. 

After carefully reviewing the latest cost-of-service 
study, we have come to the realization that we cannot 
offer the uncontrolled electric water heating rate as it 
now exists. Simply put, it is costing more to deliver the 
electricity than we are realizing in revenues by selling 
it. We could, however, continue to offer the present 
rate if we knew that the water heaters would not come 
on during the peak demand for electricity. 

That is where the radio-controlled switch comes in. 
This switch allows us to shut the power off to the heater 
at times when the demand for electricity is the greatest, 
and that normally happens only a few hours a year. 

“But won’t I run out of hot water?”, you ask. Unless 
your usage is great during those few hours a year when 

your water heater is switched off, you shouldn’t. Also 
keep in mind that you can still purchase a high- 
efficiency 80 gallon electric water heater from Illinois 
Rural Electric Co. for just $125 plus tax, delivered. That 
should be enough hot water to carry most families 
through the times when the power is off to the heater. 

Remember, the power will only be shut off to the 
water heaters during the peak demands for elec¬ 

tricity. That’s just a few times a year, and we are only 
concerned with the months of December, January, 
February, July and August, as far as power costs are con¬ 
cerned. But by controlling our demand during those 
five months, we can keep our power costs from going 
up as fast. In turn, that helps stabilize the cost to you, 
the member, without any inconvenience. 

So think it over. Call us to find out more about how 
it works. And when someone asks if you want to sign 
up for this program ... Say yes to Choose and Save. 

Attend your 
Annual Meeting 

July 1991 
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Seven area students representing Illinois Rural Electric Co. joined with more than 120 others from downstate 
Illinois in Springfield April 10 for "Rural Electric and Telephone Youth Day." The students toured the State 
Capitol and met with Governor Jim Edgar, and visited Abraham Lincoln's home and neighborhood, the Old 
State Capitol, the Illinois Vietnam Veteran's Memorial and the Lincoln Tomb. At the State Capitol they met 
with State Senator Vince Demuzio and learned more about the General Assembly and the legislative process. 
From left are Adrienne Acuff of Pittsfield, Emily Hurst of Chapin, Laura Benz of Kane, Tim Hurley and Phil 
Robeen of Hardin, chaperone Mark Martin of IREC, Chris Bennett of Griggsville and Senator Demuzio. The 
day-long activities were sponsored by the electric and telephone cooperatives of Illinois. 

The winners of the week-long "Youth to Washington" 
tour are Chris Bennett (second from left) of Griggsville 
and Laura Benz of Kane. With the winners are 
Thomas H. Moore (right), general manager of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, and Mark 
Martin of IREC. 

Look out. 
A close pass at your field's edge may net 
also snag a power pole guy wire. The resu 
season and the rush of harvest—at all time 
Look out . . . and live to see another crop 

Storekeeper Dick Shive retires 
A fixture at the IREC 

Member Service Department 

has retired after nearly 25 

years of service with the 

cooperative. Dick Shive was 

hired on December 16, 1966, 

shortly after the Member Ser¬ 

vice Department came into 

existence. So for the last 24 

plus years, when you called 

IREC about a wiring job, a 

major appliance purchase or 

Shive repair, or just about anything 

on your side of the meter, 

there was a good chance you talked to Dick. He has 

made a lot of acquaintances over the years, and his 

experience will certainly be missed. He retired effec¬ 

tive March 31, 1991. 

Dick had the opportunity to pass on some of his 

knowledge of the job before retiring. Since November 

1, 1990, Jim Bigelow has been training to take over 

Dick’s duties. So since April 1, 1991, Jim has been the 

storekeeper in the Member Service Department. He 

looks forward to giving you the same good service that 

you received from Mr. Shive. Stop in and visit with him. 
Congratulations to Dick on what we hope has been 

a rewarding career and good luck to Jim as he takes 

over the reins. 
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WE’RE WITH YOU 
ALL THE WAY. 

Most likely you’re not always aware of our 
presence, but every time you flip a switch, we’re 
right there to serve you. 

It’s one of the best partnerships going. We’re 
committed to providing you with the best 
service possible — both efficiently and 
economically. 

In return, we invite you to share your ideas, 
thoughts and suggestions with us. 

After all, the best partnerships always work two 
ways. And hearing from you — our consumer- 
owners — is one of the best parts of our job. 

Energy saving tips 
• Automatic temperature 

Consider the advantages of a clock thermostat 
for your heating system. The clock thermostat will 
turn the heat down for you automatically at a 
regular hour before you retire and turn it up 
again before you wake. While you can easily turn 
your thermostat back at night and up again in the 
morning yourself, the convenience of a clock ther¬ 
mostat may be worth the $40 to $90 cost to you. 

• Efficient cooling 
When you use air conditioning, set your ther¬ 

mostat as high as possible; 78 degrees F is often 
recommended as a reasonably comfortable and 
energy-efficient indoor temperature. 

• Water heater wrap 
Buy a water heater with thick insulation on the 

shell. While the initial cost may be more than one 
without this conservation feature, the savings in 
energy costs over the years will more than repay 
you. 

• Quicker cooking 
Use pressure cookers and microwave ovens if 

you have them. They can save energy by reducing 
cooking time. 

• Hang those clothes 
Save energy by using the old-fashioned clothes¬ 

line. As a bonus, clothes dried outdoors often 
seem fresher and cleaner than those taken from 
a mechanical dryer. 

• Cleaner is brighter 
Keep all lamps and lighting fixtures clean. Dirt 

absorbs light. 

At home ... at 
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Board meeting report 

The board of directors met at the cooperative’s office 
in Winchester on Monday, April 1, 1991, at 1:30 p.m. 
All directors were present, along with the general 
manager, the office manager, the director of member 
and public relations, and the Cooperative’s attorney. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed 
and approved as mailed. The board then considered 
the financial report and asked the manager if he had 
any comments. Robert E. Gant stated that revenues for 
the month were above budget while overall operating 
costs were also slightly over budget. After all questions 
were answered, the financial report was approved. The 
accounts paid report was then reviewed and approved 
after all questions were answered. 

The board then met with two representatives of 
the Greene County Economic Development Corp. 
(GCEDC) to discuss the terms of the loan agreement 
between IREC and the GCEDC. It appears that both 
parties agree on the terms and the Greene County 
group will have the funds as soon as REA sends them. 

The marketing and economic development report 
was then given. Mark Martin reported on the number 
of appliances sold in February and March. He then 
went over the Member Service Department report and 
reported on an economic development conference he 
had attended. He concluded his report with a brief 
discussion of the Youth to Washington essay contest. 

The board then heard a report from the policy com¬ 
mittee. Merton Pond, chairman, reported that the com¬ 
mittee had met on March 18 and discussed possible 
changes in several policies. After explaining the 
proposed changes, the board voted to send Policy 308 
on reconnections and consumer deposits back to the 
committee for further review. They then approved the 
amendments to Policies 309— Member Service Depart¬ 
ment, 331—general policy covering extension of 
underground primary distribution (URD) and sec¬ 
ondary voltage electric service, 401—purchases of 
operations and maintenance materials and services 
and 402—purchase of materials, equipment, services 
for capital investments as recommended. They also 
approved Policy 517—nepotism, as presented. There 
was also some discussion on a policy relative to capital 
credits payments to estates. The staff was asked to 
report in June on what impact such a policy might have 
on the cash flow of the cooperative. 

The chairman then asked the manager to report on 
the regular meeting of the Soyland board. The Soyland 
staff was commended on the recent informational 
meetings that were held throughout the state. Resolu¬ 
tions were passed requesting a line of credit with CFG 
and authorizing an agreement between Illinois Rural 
Electric Co., Soyland, and J&M Energy for 700 KW of 
co-generation. Under the legal report, the FRIER II case 
is completed and determination in the FRIER I case 
is due by June 1. The Clinton plant is back on line at 
full power. 

The manager further reported that the 1991 Soyland 
annual meeting had been held on March 20 in 
Springfield. Reports were given by the president, the 
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treasurer and the manager. Delegates to the board were 
elected for the coming year, and a report was given for 
Applied Energy Systems of Illinois. Officers elected 
were: Joe Fellin, president; Ken Heinzmann, vice presi¬ 
dent; Robert E. Gant, secretary-yreasurer; Robert Smith, 
assistant secretary. Ed Williams was elected executive 
vice-president. 

Alan Heaton, chairman of the load building and sales 
promotion committee, gave a report on his commit¬ 
tee’s meeting which was held just prior to the board 
meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss 
marketing ideas for a controlled water heating pro¬ 
gram. After hearing the committee’s recommendation, 
the board voted to adopt the “Choose and Save” water 
heater program and begin the advertising portion of 
the program right away. Implementation of the pro¬ 
gram will begin later this year with the final details on 
the steps for implementation to be brought to the 
board at a later date. 

Plans were made for directors to attend the legis¬ 
lative planning conference in Washington, D.C., from 
April 28—May 1, 1991. 

The chairman then reported on the regular meeting 
of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives’ 
board of directors. The minutes and financial report 
were approved. Bob Ripplemeyer gave the NRECA 
report in which he talked about several items that could 
be discussed at the legislative planning conference. 
Staff reports were given from the Energy, Environment, 
and Engineering Department, the Member Services 
Department and the Legal and Public Affairs Depart¬ 
ment. The upcoming legislative planning conference 
was again discussed at length. This concluded the chair¬ 
man’s report on the regular AIEC board meeting. 

The cooperative’s attorney reported on a couple of 
lawsuits that had been filed in Scott County and with 
the Illinois Commerce Commission. With the recent 
filing, there were no results to report, but he will keep 
the board informed on the progress of these cases. 

Under other business, the general manager reported 
that he had been contacted concerning an economic 
development project in Pike County. A group is 
wanting to study the feasibility of establishing a lake 
somewhere on Bay Creek. The IREC board agreed to 
help with the cost of printing a brochure to help the 
group in fund-raising efforts for the feasibility study. 

The board approved 31 applications for member¬ 
ship. There were no loss-of-time accidents to report for 
the month of March. There have been no loss-of-time 
accidents during 1991, and the board passed a resolu¬ 
tion congratulating all of the employees on this 
accomplishment. 

The board then went into executive session to discuss 
the contractual agreement between the board of direc¬ 
tors and the general manager. Upon returning to the 
general session, there was unanimous approval to 
accept a one-year agreement with the manager with the 
terms and conditions set out in the contract. 

There being no further business to come before the 
board, the meeting was adjourned. 



Winchester 
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Attend yourannuaimeetmg. 

First Alert rechargeable flashlight will be attendance prize 
Each registered member attending IREC’s annual 

meeting this year will receive a First Alert rechargeable 
flashlight just for showing up. 

But that’s not all. You will also have a chance to win 
any of a number of prizes to be given away July 10. 
Prizes will be given away by Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

as well as by the exhibitors at the meeting. You could 
win $25 credit on your electric bill, one of several 
small appliances, or the Early Bird prize—a Hotpoint 
microwave oven. Many exhibitors also offer prizes on 
this special day. But remember, you must be present 
to win. 

Capital credits checks will be distributed again 
During the January board meeting, directors voted 

to distribute capital credits again this year. A total of 
$118,099.70 will be returned to members who received 
electric service in the year 1964. The amount members 
will receive will be dependent on the amount of elec¬ 
tricity they purchased during that year. 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. will send a letter to the 

members who have a refund due them. Those who 
respond to the letter prior to the annual meeting may 
pick their checks up at the annual meeting July 10. 
There will be a booth set up for those members wanting 
to know if they have a refund coming. 

So plan to attend your cooperative’s annual meeting. 
You might even take home a little money. 

Health screening tests to be available 
Blood pressure testing and cholesterol screening will Hospital of Pittsfield. These special services will be 

be available at your annual meeting this year through available to all IREC members, so we hope you will take 
Baker’s Pharmacy in Winchester and Illini Community advantage of them. 

Country Spirit Band will provide entertainment 
Three men and three women make up this six-piece members of the house band for the Decatur Opry. 

country and western band. They come from the You’ll enjoy the variety this band displays, so come 

Decatur area and some of the group are former listen to a few of your favorite songs. 

Members' Bargain Table 
Last year was the third year for the Members’ 

Bargain Table. Its continued success commands that 
we have it again this year. You can look for bargain 
prices on items that you want—things like heating 
pads, smoke detectors, clock radios, and light bulbs. 

And that’s not all. Come see all the bargains that are 
available July 10. For a more complete listing, con¬ 
sult your annual meeting booklet that you will 
receive just ahead of the meeting. 
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ANNUAL MEETING 

DEPENDABLE 
JETCLEAN™ 

DISHWASHERS 

Maytag. • Nobody 
else builds 
dishwashers like 
Maytag. 

CAPACfl'* 
20.7 CU. FT. 

REFRIGERATOR WITH HUGE 

6 31 CU. FT. FREEZER & TEXTURED DOORS' 

Forth® 
long run. Mod* 

CTW1EK 

CHEST FREEZER! 

■ 15.0 cu. ft. food freezer 

■ built-in lockHglidingwire 

basket ■ defrost water drain 

■ adjustable temperature 

control ■ textured lid. 

Model FH15CK 

FEDDERS 
WORLD CLASS 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONERS 

• 5-year limited warranty 
on compressor 

• Adjustable automatic 
30” RANGE WITH 

SELF-CLEANING OVEN 

© 

  

MAYTAG 
R 

■ ' 1 

thermostat 
• Air Exchanger 

Everything 
Marked Down 

on this Day 

ANNUAL MEETING DAY 
WEDNESDAY. JULY 10, 1991 
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Your invitation to the 53rd annual meeting 
Dear Member: 

Your Board of Directors joins me in extending to you an invitation to attend our big 
53rd Annual Meeting and Electrical Fair to be held at the Scott County 4-H Fair Associa¬ 
tion Building, Winchester, starting at 9:30 a.m., D.S.T., July 10, 1991. 

Registration will start at 8 a.m. 
There will be musical entertainment on stage throughout the day, in which our members 

have always displayed much interest. 
We hope that each of you will find time to come to our Annual Meeting this year, so 

that by your interest and cooperation we directors, who have tried in the past year to 
guide your cooperative, will find that you are backing us up. It will be a chance to meet 
old friends and acquaintances and, in general, have a good time. 

Around July 1, you will receive the program of the meeting. On the back cover, you’ll 
find a registration card, which will save you time and possibly eliminate standing in line 
to register Annual Meeting Day. 

We’re hoping to see you! 

William Griswold, President 

DRAWINGS FOR PRIZES 
from Exhibitors & IREC 

All Day Long! 
 For Co-op Members Only  

Early 

Bird Award 

Hotpoint 

MICROWAVE 

FREE 

C NMCA 

Business 
Meeting: 
(In the Morning) 
Elections of Directors 
Progress Reports 

12 MEMBERS WILL BE AWARDED $25 
CREDIT ON THEIR ELECTRIC BILLS. 

Names will be drawn from those mem¬ 
bers registered at the Annual Meeting. 

6 drawings will be made at 9:30 a.m. 
just ahead of the entertainment by 
Country Spirit Band. 

6 drawings will be made throughout the 
morning program. 

Fairgrounds 
Exhibits 

Farm Automation Equip¬ 
ment, Material Handling 
Equipment, Heating and 
Cooling Systems, Home 
Appliance, and Entertain¬ 
ment Equipment 

LUNCH 
available on the grounds 
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Board meeting report 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s office 

in Winchester on Monday, May 6, 1991, at 5 p.m. All 
directors were present, along with the general manager, 
the office manager, the chief engineer, the director 
of member and public relations, the cooperative’s 
attorney and representatives from REA and Clifton, 
Gunderson & Co. 

The following agenda items were discussed and/or 
acted upon: 

1. The minutes of the previous meeting were re¬ 
viewed and approved with one minor correction. 

2. The financial report was reviewed and approved 
as presented. 

3. The accounts paid report was reviewed and 
approved. 

4. The marketing report was reviewed and accepted. 
5. The chief engineer gave an explanation of the pro¬ 

posed two-year work plan. He answered questions 
concerning the work plan, after which it was 
approved. 

6. Representatives from Clifton, Gunderson & Co. 
gave the audit report. They answered several ques¬ 
tions and the report was approved. 

7. The general manager explained and the board 
approved the updated financial forecast. 

8. A loan application to REA, based on the two-year 
work plan and the financial forecast, was approved. 

9. The chairman of the load building and sales pro- 

More on Choose and 
If you have been reading lately about your coopera¬ 

tive’s latest program called Choose and Save, then you 
know that IREC will be installing radio-controlled 
switches for members who wish to remain on the con¬ 
trolled electric water heating rate. In fact, if you are 
presently on this rate, you should have received a let¬ 
ter explaining how the program works. 

But the program is available to all IREC members. 
Here’s how to qualify. First of all, you need to be 
heating your water with electricity. If you are now 
heating water with electricity but are not on this rate, 

call the office. It could save you some money. If you 
are in the market for a new water heater, consider the 
80-gallon, high-efficiency, electric water heater that 
IREC has for sale for $125 plus tax. That’s a delivered 
price, and, for a little extra, we will install it. 

Secondly, you need to agree to have a radio- 
controlled switch installed that allows IREC to tem¬ 
porarily interrupt the power to the heater during peak 
demand periods. The switch helps control the demand 

motion committee reported on his committee’s 
meeting to discuss an implementation plan for the 
Choose and Save water heater program. The board 
approved the committee’s recommendation as 
presented. 

10. The general manager reported on the April 17, 
1991, meeting of the Soyland board. 

11. The chairman reported on the April 18, 1991, 
meeting of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives’ board. 

12. A report was given concerning the meetings held 
and issues discussed as part of the Legislative 
Planning Conference held in Washington, D.C., 
from April 27 through May 1, 1991. 

13. The cooperative’s attorney updated the board on 
pending legal matters. 

14. There were no loss of time accidents to report for 
the month of April. The board again recognized 
the employees for their accomplishment in this 
area with a resolution of congratulations. 

15. 36 applications for membership in the cooperative 
were approved. 

16. Under other business, the board passed a resolu¬ 
tion authorizing the continuance of the 401(k) 
savings plan for employees. The board authorized 
the chairman to attend the 1991 Chairman of The 
Board Conference. 

17. There being no further business to come before 
the board, the meeting was adjourned. 

Save 
for electricity, which, in turn, helps keep power costs 
down. By installing one of these switches, you are 
helping to delay an increase in the controlled water 
heating rate. 

There are several other benefits you can gain by 
signing up for the Choose and Save program. Some of 
those include: (1) five years of free maintenance on the 
elements and thermostats for your water heater; (2) no 
inconvenience to you, since the water heater is a 
storage device and stores enough hot water to last 
several hours with normal use; and (3) the cooperative 
will provide, install, and maintain the water heater 
switch. 

So help yourself to the savings and help your elec¬ 
tric cooperative keep costs down. Say yes to Choose and 
Save. For more information on this program, call your 
co-op office toll-free at 1-800-HOT-IREC. Information 
will also be available at the annual meeting on 

Wednesday, July 10, so plan to attend. 

Office closing The offices of Illinois Rural Electric Co. will 
be closed Thursday, July 4. 
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Across the 
Manager’s 

by Robert E. Gant 

More on Choose and Save 
Your cooperative’s newest program called Choose 

and Save, is going well. Responses to recent mailings 
and articles in the Illinois Rural Electric News have 
been coming in at at steady pace. Choose and Save is 
a program involving installation of radio-controlled 
switches on water heaters. By participating, members 
can remain on, or go onto, the co-op’s controlled elec¬ 
tric water heating rate. 

The program is available to all IREC members. 
Here’s how to qualify. First of all, you need to be 
heating your water with electricity. If you are now 
heating water with electricity but are not on this 
rate, call the office. It could save you some money. 
If you are in the market for a new water heater, 
consider the 80-gallon, high-efficiency, electric water 
heater that IREC has for sale for $125 plus tax. That’s 
a delivered price, and, for a little extra, we will install 
it. 

Secondly, you need to agree to have a radio- 
controlled switch installed that allows IREC to tem¬ 

porarily interrupt the power to the heater during peak 
demand periods. The switch helps control the demand 
for electricity, which, in turn, helps keep power costs 
down. By installing one of these switches, you are 
helping to delay an increase in the controlled water 
heating rate. There are 
several other benefits you 
can gain by signing up for 
the Choose and Save pro¬ 
gram. Some of those in¬ 
clude: (1) five years of free 
maintenance on the ele¬ 
ments and thermostats for 
your water heater; (2) no 
inconvenience to you, since 
the water heater is a storage 
device and stores enough 
hot water to last several 
hours with normal use; and 
(3) the cooperative will pro¬ 
vide, install, and maintain 
the water heater switch. 

Don’t miss out. Help 
yourself to the savings and 
help your electric coopera¬ 
tive keep costs down. 
Say yes to Choose and Save. For more information 
on this program, call your co-op office toll-free at 
1 -800-HOT-IREC. 

FOR SALE: 80-gallon water 
That’s right! Illinois Rural Electric Co. is offering 

these high-efficiency, large-capacity, electric water 
heaters to our members for just $125, plus tax. That 
is a delivered price, and installation is available. 

Since this program began in late 1986, the 
cooperative has sold more than 500 water heaters at 
this price. These water heaters have an insulation value 
of R-20, and the heat is retained for a long period of 
time, so operating costs should not be much different 
with this heater than a 50-gallon tank with standard 

insulation. And these 80-gallon heaters have a ten-year 
warranty on the tank. 

Another benefit of these heaters is that they fit right 

heaters for $125 
in with the load-control program of the cooperative. 
With 80-gallons of hot water being kept hot by R-20 

insulation, it would be unlikely that you would 
experience any inconvenience if the power were shut 
off to your heater for three or four hours. This would 
also be an advantage should you experience an 

unplanned outage caused by weather, animal, auto 
accident, etc. 

So, if you are in the market for a new water heater, 
you should definitely consider the purchase of one of 
these energy efficient models available from Illinois 
Rural Electric Co. To find out more about them, call 
the Member Service Department at 1-800-HOT-IREC. 
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Rural TV 
Satellite TV programming 

For IREC members with decoders 

One-time $15.00 authorization fee 

Basic Service 
CNN 

Country Music Television 

Discovery Channel 

ESPN 

Family Channel 

18 channels 
Headline News 

Learning Channel 

Lifetime 

Nashville Network 

Nickelodeon 

Nostalgia Channel 

Superstar Connection 

(KTVT, WGN, WPIX) 

Travel Channel 

USA Network 

Weather Channel 

WTBS 

$ 9.95 

G1 package 11 channels $ 7.95 
Arts & Entertainment ESPN USA Network 

CNN Family Channel WGN 

Country Music Television Headline News WTBS 

Discovery Channel Nashville Network 

Expanded basic 28 channels $15.95 
Arts & Entertainment Lifetime Superstar Connection 

Black Entertainment Television MTV (KTVT, WGN, WPIX) 

CNN Nashville Network Travel Channel 

Country Music Television Nickelodeon USA Network 

Discovery Channel Nostalgia Channel VH-1 

ESPN Prime Network Weather Channel 

Family Channel PrimeTime 24 WSBK 

Headline News (WABC, WBBM, WXIA) WTBS 

Learning Channel WWOR 

Premium services A' La Carte 
Cinemax 7.95 per mo. Arts & Entertainment w/Basic .50 per mo. 

Disney 7.95 per mo. Basic Plus (Includes Basic and Netlink) $14.75 per mo. 

HBO 7.95 per mo. Netlink w/o Basic 

Showtime 7.95 per mo. (KCNC, KMGH, KUSA, KRMA, KWGN) 5.95 per mo. 

The Movie Channel 7.95 per mo. PrimeTime 24 

Any 2 services 14.95 per mo. (WABC, WBBM, WXIA) 3.55 per mo. 

Any 3 services 20.95 per mo. Skyline Silver 

Any 4 services 27.95 per mo. (KTLA, WSBK, WWOR) 3.00 per mo. 

Any 5 services 33.95 per mo. WTBS 1.75 per mo. 
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tastic 
Ideas 

Rummer 

That good old stand-by, the electric fan, can help you save money on air 
conditioning. 

Whole House Fans 

In the heat of the night when temperatures are at or below 82 degrees, whole 
house fans can be the ticket to savings of up to 50 percent on your cooling 
costs. Exhaust the warm, stale air by putting one in your attic (if you have 
good attic ventilation), or the central hall or stairway. 

Ceiling Fans 

A ceiling fan can help too. By moving air, the effect of evaporation makes 
you feel more comfortable at warmer temperatures. And, it only uses about 
the same amount of electricity it takes to light a 15-watt light bulb. 

Window and Exhaust Fans 

In an open area, window fans are very effective, or use your fan for exhausting 
moist air from the bathroom or kitchen. 

Portable Fans 

Place a portable fan facing away from your window air conditioning unit to 
help spread the cool air around. The fan helps move cool air into other rooms 
and down hallways. Just as hot air rises, cool air sinks to the floor, so put 
the portable fan on the floor for best results. 
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Two students representing Illinois Rural Electric Co. on the 1991 Youth to Washington tour June 14-21 
witnessed their government in action, meeting with Congressman Dick Durbin. The students were part of 
a contingent of 58 outstanding youth leaders from downstate Illinois who participated in the annual tour 
of Washington, D.C., sponsored by the electric and telephone cooperatives of Illinois. With Congressman 
Durbin are, from left, Chris Bennett of Griggsville and Laura Benz of Kane. During the week-long trip to the 
nation's capital the students visited the National Cathedral, U.S. Capitol, the Smithsonian museums. Ford's 
Theatre, George Washington's home at Mount Vernon, the Supreme Court, the FBI Headquarters, the Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts, National Geographic Headquarters and a host of memorials and monuments. 
They were greeted by foreign diplomats during a unique reception at the Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia. 
En route to Washington, D.C., they toured the Civil War battlefields at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 



Board meeting report 

The board of directors met at the cooperative’s office 
in Winchester on Monday, June 3, 1991, at 5 p.m. Ten 
directors were present, along with the general manager, 
office manager, chief engineer, director of member and 
public relations and cooperative’s attorney. One direc¬ 
tor was absent. 

The following agenda items were discussed and/or 
acted upon: 

1. The minutes of the previous meeting were 
reviewed and approved as mailed. 

2. The financial report was reviewed and approved 
after one correction was noted. 

3. The accounts paid report was reviewed and 
approved after several questions were answered. 

4. The marketing report was reviewed and 
accepted. 

5. A report was heard on the meeting of the 
nominating committee. 

6. The general manager then gave a report on a 
study he was doing relative to a policy on the payment 
of capital credits on estates. 

7. The chief engineer reported on his discussions 
with other cooperatives concerning the different types 
of water heater controls available. The board directed 

Mr. Coultas to order 200 Scientific Atlanta SA205 
switches. 

8. The operation and maintenance report was 
given and approved. 

9. The cost estimate revisions on REA Form 740c 
were approved. 

10. The general manager reported on the May 15, 
1991, meeting of the Soyland board. 

11. The cooperative’s attorney briefed the board on 
pending legal matters. 

12. The chairman reported on the May 16, 1991, 
board meeting of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. 

13. Two memberships were returned according to 
the bylaws. 

14. The accident report was given. 
15. Under other business, plans were made to attend 

the 1991 legislative barbeque in Springfield. The 
general manager was given approval to attend the 
National Managers’ Conference in August. 

16. 35 applications for membership in the 
cooperative were approved. 

17. There being no further business to come before 
the board, the meeting was adjourned. 

Thinking about buying an air conditioner? 
An important way to use energy efficiently and 

wisely, as well as minimize cooling costs, is to purchase 
a more energy-efficient air conditioner. Before buying 
an air conditioner, you should be able to answer these 
questions for the dealer: How large is the area to be 
cooled? Is it well insulated? How many windows 
(including sizes) are there and are they weather strip¬ 
ped? When buying an air conditioner, the secret is to 
spend less on the purchase, get maximum comfort for 
your dollar and spend less to operate the unit. 

What do efficiency ratings mean? The purpose of 
rating the efficiency of an air conditioner is to indicate 
the relative amount of energy needed to provide a 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO. 
MAILING ADDRESS: 

2-12 South Main 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 
Ph: (217) 742-3128 — 1-800-468-4732 

MAIN OFFICE HOURS: 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Closed all day Saturday, Sunday and 
Holidays. 

HOLIDAYS OBSERVED: 
New Year’s Day, Good Friday, 
Memorial Day, July Fourth, 
Labor Day, Veteran’s Day, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

specific cooling output. The more efficient the equip¬ 
ment, the less energy used for equivalent cooling 
requirements. 

The energy efficiency ratio (EER) is a mathematical 
ratio involving the cooling output measured in British 
thermal units per hour (Btuh) divided by the electrical 
power input (watts). The greater the EER, the more 
efficient the unit, the more cooling capacity available 
for each kilowatt-hour (kwh) of electricity. For example, 
a window air conditioner unit with an 8,000-Btuh 
capacity rating and an EER of 8.0 will cost about 33 
percent less to operate than a model with an EER of 6.0. 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. members can 
now call the Cooperative toll free 

by using our new hot line. 

In Illinois, call 

1-800-HOT-IREC (1-800-468-4732) 

You may also still call 
(217)742-3128. 
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High Line News 
ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO. WINCHESTER, ILLINOIS 

Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Let us hear from you 
We often hear from members when a bill seems too 

high, the power is off, or some other type of problem 

exists. This is good because we are here to serve our 
members and if they are having a problem with their 
service, we want to know about it so we can get it 
corrected. 

We also occasionally hear from members as a result 
of the good service we provide: The serviceman was 
there within 30 minutes, weatherization assistance 
really helped, or received helpful and courteous ser¬ 
vice when I called in. 

This is good too because it lets us know we are doing 
our jobs well, and everyone appreciates a pat on the 
back. 

Regardless of whether you have a complaint or a 
compliment, we want to hear from you. We want to con¬ 
tinue to do the things we are doing right, while at the 
same time, we want to work on areas of our service that 
may need improvement. 

Keep in mind that we supply electricity to about 
9,500 meters over a five-county area. For this reason, 
we operate under a set of guidelines that must apply 
equally to all members. Also keep in mind that we are 
here to serve you, so you need to tell us if we are doing 
a good job. 

There are several ways you can go about letting us 
know what kind of a job we are doing. If you know the 
board director in your area, you can talk with him. He 
is one of the people you have elected to help set policy 
concerning how the cooperative is run. You can also 
call the cooperative’s main office in Winchester. Simply 
explain your concern to the switchboard operator, and 
she will connect you with the person who can help you. 
One other avenue you have for communication is to 
write a letter. This remains one of the least expensive 
and most effective ways to express your thoughts. 

Once again, we are here to serve you, but you have 
a responsibility to let us know how we can best do that. 
Let us hear from you. 

May we say thanks to our members 
• Who call promptly to notify the office when 

a power outage occurs, telling us exactly where 
the trouble is located and the cause. 

• Who grant right-of-way for construction and 
maintenance of line to serve your neighbors, 
providing adequate and reliable electric ser¬ 
vice to everybody on the system. 

• Who notify the office when moving so electric 
service can be transferred to the new owner 
or disconnect if no one will be using power. 

• Who keep television antennas, silo-filling 
pipes and other equipment clear of falling 
distance on all electric lines. 

• Who teach children all the rules of electric 
safety, both indoors and outdoors. 

• Who are careful when using trucks and farm 
machinery around poles, lines and guy wires. 

• Who use extreme care when cutting trees near 
your electric lines. 

• Who report anything that is wrong with the 
lines such as bad pole, broken buy wires, 
broken strands on the line conductors and 
cracked or broken insulators. 

• Who keep signs, fence wires, nails and other 
hazards off the poles for the safety of our 
linemen. 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. members can now call the Cooperative 
toll free by using our new hot line. 

In Illinois, call 1-800-HOT-IREC (1-800-468-4732) 
You may also still call (217)742-3128. 
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Four members of Illinois Rural Electric Co. were retained as directors in elections held during the cooperative's 
53rd annual meeting July 10 in Winchester. From left are directors Thomas Camerer of Eldred, Jeral Miller 
of Pittsfield, Francis Toppmeyer of Golden Eagle and William Griswold of Rockbridge and manager Robert E. 
Gant. 

Your annual meeting 
A new program designed to 

reduce costs for Illinois Rural Elec¬ 
tric Co. members is drawing con¬ 
siderable interest. 

Reporting to members attending 
the cooperative’s 53rd annual 
meetingjuly 10 at the Scott County 
4-H Fairgrounds, Winchester, 
Robert E. Gant, manager, discussed 
the cooperative’s “Choose and 
Save” program. The program 
involves the installation of a radio- 
controlled switch near or on electric 
water heaters. The switch allows the 
cooperative to temporarily inter¬ 
rupt electric power to the water 
heater for relatively brief periods 
during IREC’s peak demand times. 

“The ‘Choose and Save’ program 
will decrease demand and reduce 
wholesale power costs,” Gant said. 
“These switches operate like ther¬ 
mostats on the water heater,” 
he added, “except that they are 
operated based upon the system 
demand.” 

Gant went on to say that the 

switches are installed free of charge 
to members and IREC will provide 
maintenance on the water heater 
thermostat and heater element for 
five years. Those members par¬ 
ticipating in the program will pay 
six cents per kilowatt-hour for water 
heating usage, he added. Gant said 
there is no inconvenience, since the 
load controlling will be done only 
during a limited period of time and 
only during the cooperative’s five 
peak months. He said the program 

not only provides direct benefits to 
participants, but is advantageous to 
all members because it can reduce 
demand charges in the coopera¬ 
tive’s wholesale power bill. He said 

the cooperative is exploring other 
similar demand reduction pro¬ 
grams. Gant said interested mem¬ 
bers should contact Illinois Rural 
for more information about 

“Choose and Save.” 
William Griswold of Rockbridge, 

in his president’s report, countered 
critics of the nation’s rural elec- 

These youngsters like the "Pedal 
Power" bicycle demonstration 
display. 

trification program who contend 
that electric cooperatives have 
outlived their usefulness. “The mis¬ 
sion of rural electrification is an 
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ongoing one,” he said, adding that 
there is a continuing need to main¬ 
tain adequate, efficient, low-cost ser¬ 
vice to electric cooperative mem¬ 
bers, as well as to upgrade existing 
lines. 

Griswold said electric coopera¬ 
tives receive about $50 per year per 
consumer in federal assistance, 
much less than for other electric 
utilities. He said municipal utilities 
receive about $93 per consumer per 
year, while investor-owned utilities 
receive about $65 per consumer per 
year in federal assistance. 

Treasurer J.M. Sapp of Pleasant 
Hill reported that IREC had a 
good financial year in 1990. Total 
revenue was $10,740,007, with 
$7,114,579 going for wholesale 
power. Margins were $340,908 for 
the year. 

Capital credits checks totalling 
$118,090 were available for mem¬ 
bers of the cooperative who re¬ 
ceived service during 1964. It was 
the third consecutive year of such 
capital returns, and more than 
$300,000 has been distributed in 
that time. 

Four members were reelected 
to the board of directors during 
the business session: Jeral Miller 
of Pittsfield, District 5; Francis 
Toppmeyer of Golden Eagle, 
District 9; Thomas Camerer of 
Eldred, District 10; and Griswold, 
District 11. 

Following the meeting, the board 

met in a reorganizational session 
and elected officers: Griswold, 
president; Miller, vice president; 
Glen Pulliam of New Canton, 
secretary; Robert A. Brown of 
Winchester, treasurer;John T. Early 
of White Hall, assistant secretary, 
and Ronald K. Myers of Griggsville, 
assistant treasurer. 

Members have shown significant interest in the "Choose and Save" 
program. 

A number of Illinois Rural Electric Co. employees and one director received service and safety awards during 
the 53rd annual meeting of the cooperative July 10 in Winchester. Front row, from left, are Dennis Taylor 
of Winchester, 15 years service and 15 years safety; Larry Weder of Winchester, 15 years safety; Clayton 
DeHart of Barry, 25 years service; Bill Jefferson of Winchester, 25 years service; Sandy Wynn of Winchester, 
15 years service and 15 years safety; and Russell Neff of Winchester, 25 years service. Second row, from 
left, are Ronnie Stice of Winchester, 10 years service and 10 years safety; Dwight Ala of Winchester, 
15 years service; Gary Furniss of New Canton, 25 years service; Robert E. Gant of Winchester, 25 years 
service; Robert A. Brown (director) of Winchester, five years service; Herman Holford of Winchester, 25 years 
service and 25 years safety; and David Roth of Winchester, 10 years service and 10 years safety. Not present 
for the photo was Randy Long of Murrayville, 10 years service and 10 years safety. 
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Board meeting report 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s office 

in Winchester on Monday, July 1, 1991, at 5 p.m. All 
directors were present, along with the general manager, 
the office manager, the chief engineer, the director of 
member and public relations, and the cooperative’s 
attorney. 

The following agenda items were discussed and/or 
acted upon: 

1. The minutes of the previous meeting were re¬ 
viewed and approved as printed. 

2. The financial report was reviewed and approved 
after discussion. 

3. The accounts paid report was reviewed and 
approved after several questions were answered. 

4. The marketing report was heard and accepted. 
5. The chairman of the annual meeting planning 

committee reported on his committee’s June 24 
meeting. 

6. An update was given on the supervisory control 
and data acquisition (SCADA) program as well as 
an update on the Choose and Save program. 

7. The chairman of the policy committee reported on 
his committee’s meeting which was held just prior 
to the board meeting. Following the report, policy 
bulletin 340, concerning the payment of capital 
credits to estates, was adopted. 

8. A resolution was passed to execute a subor¬ 
dination of surface rights for public road pur¬ 
poses with the Department of Transportation, State 
of Illinois. 

9. A resolution was passed directing the general 
manager to write off to the reserve the delin¬ 

quent accounts for the period from January 
1990 to July 1990. 

10. The general manager reported on the June 19, 
1991, meeting of the Soyland board. 

11. One membership was returned according to the 
bylaws. 

12. The chairman reported on the June 20,1991, board 
meeting of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. 

13. The board passed a resolution directing the 
general manager to pay the 1991-1992 AIEC dues, 
with one-half of the total amount to be paid on 
July 1,1991, and one-half to be paid onjanuary 1, 

1992. 
14. Plans were discussed for the upcoming AIEC an¬ 

nual meeting on August 20, 21, & 22, 1991. William 
Griswold was elected as director on the AIEC 
board with Jeral Miller elected as alternate. 
Griswold was also chosen as the voting delegate for 
the Illinois members meeting of NRECA and for 
the 50th annual meeting of members of AIEC with 
Miller chosen as alternate for both meetings. 

15. The accident report was given. 
16. Under other business, the electric service contract 

with the Department of Corrections for the prison 
work camp in Greene County was discussed and 
then tabled. The chairman reported on the Chair¬ 
man of the Board Conference he had attended 
fromjune 8-12, 1991. 

17. 35 applications for membership in the cooperative 
were approved. 

18. There being no further business to come before 
the board, the meeting was adjourned. 

VACATION TIME FOR YOU DOESN’T 
MEAN YOUR METER TAKES OFF TOO! 

Your electric bill will not show a dramatic 
decrease just because you take your vacation for 
a couple of weeks. 

Your meter will still measure . . . 

• your electric water heater 
• your refrigerator and freezer 
• your clocks, attic fans, heating or air- 

conditioning equipment, lights and TV sets 
with the “instant-on” feature 

Together we can determine what your meter should do while you’re away. So please contact us. 
We want you to have a happy vacation and a welcome and comfortable return to your home. 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Electricity use in agriculture 
An estimated $2 billion worth of electricity was pur¬ 

chased by U.S. farmers in 1990 to dry grain, irrigate 
crops, cool milk, ventilate buildings, illuminate work 
areas and provide a host of other services. According 
to figures from the USDA Economic Research Service, 
production agriculture’s total purchase of electricity 
has stayed near the $2 billion level for the past several 
years, even with the general decline in farm numbers. 
In fact, 1990’s $2 billion estimate is only 3 percent less 
than 1984 on-farm expenditures for electric energy. 

There are a variety of factors which influence yearly 
electricity purchases by the farm sector. According to 
the National Food and Energy Council (NFEC), a non¬ 
profit association working with electric utilities serving 
agriculture, these factors include weather (affecting 
crop drying and irrigation particularly), the per-unit 
price (cents per kilowatt-hour), total agricultural out¬ 
put for the year, and the degree of on-farm processing 
needed for the commodities produced. 

The NFEC points out that U.S. agriculture provides 
a very steady and important market for electricity. Even 
with changes in the number of farms and average size 
of each operation, total agricultural output, and related 
electricity consumption, has remained relatively con¬ 
stant. The total bushels of grain to be dried, acres of 
land to be irrigated, gallons of milk to be produced, 
and pounds of beef, pork, and poultry to be grown has 
remained nearly the same. There are simply fewer farm 
operators, farming large and more productive opera¬ 
tions, that generate this total energy requirement. 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1990 

Electricity Expenditures For U.S. Farm Production 

$2,060 billion 

$1,878 billion 

$2,156 billion 

$2,231 billion 

$2.0 billion (estimate) = 3% drop in dollars 
received, compared 
to 1984 expenditures 

0 0.25 0.50 0.75 1.00 1.25 1.50 1.75 2.00 2.25 2.50 

Billions of Dollars 
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Back to school 

Our employees continue their 
education the year ’round 
Freshly sharpened pencils, binders thick with clean white 

notebook paper, sighs of relieved parents—all sure signs that a 
new school session is under way. Autumn brings to mind a fresh 
awareness of education, just as surely as it brings falling leaves 
and jack-o’-lanterns. 

For the employees of your electric cooperative, the school 
season is all year ’round. Employees attend classes and 
workshops tailored to the many skills demanded for your 
cooperative’s successful operation. 

Employee workshops cover a broad range of topics—power line 
repair and line safety, office computer training, secretarial skills, 
accident investigation and cardiopulmonary resuscitation are 
just a few. Management and board directors also attend classes 
to further their education in consumer-owned utility operations. 

Technology and operation methods are ever changing. That’s why 
your electric cooperative offers continuing education for its person¬ 
nel. Those changes will affect you, the member, down the line. 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

2171742-3128 2-12 S. Main Street 

Winchester, IL 62694 
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Is the 
REA a 
dinosaur? 
Times change, but rural America 
still depends on REA to light the way. 

The Rural Electrification Administration. When it 
was born out of Roosevelt’s New Deal in 1935, less 
than 11 percent of the country’s farms had electri¬ 
city. During the next five decades, the REA loaned 
money that helped stretch power lines across 
America’s plains, hills and valleys. Farms and rural 
homes that were shrouded in black when the sun 
went down now glimmered with electric lights. Rural 
residents could enjoy conveniences that city dwellers 
had taken for granted since the turn of the century. 

Today, some people think the REA was a noble 
effort that has outlived its usefulness. After all, 98.8 
percent of the farms in the U.S. are electrified. 
Investor-owned power companies snake electric lines 
into territories they once ignored as unprofitable. 
Towns and cities grow and gobble up electric 
cooperative territory, reducing the number of 
cooperative members left to share the expense of 
rural electric utility operation. 

The REA has been attacked in recent years as out¬ 
dated, ready for that old closet filled with buggy whips 
and Burma-Shave signs. At a time when a bloated 
federal budget cries out for cutbacks, some look to 
the REA as a likely target for the axe. 

Is the REA a dinosaur that doesn't know it 
should be extinct? 

Not as long as we want food on our tables. Not as 
long as we want rural areas to remain populated and 
productive. 

Much criticism of the REA stems from mistaken 
notions about that agency. 

First, look at the federally stated purpose of the 
REA: to provide financing for the construction and 
operation of generating plants, transmission and 
distribution lines or systems to provide initial and con¬ 
tinued adequate, efficient and low-cost electric service 
to persons in rural areas. 
• Is this still necessary? The REA continues 

working to electrify 1.2 percent of America’s farms 
that are not receiving electricity. In addition, 
there’s the ongoing, demanding job of maintain¬ 
ing adequate, efficient low-cost service to electric 
cooperative members throughout the U.S. 

Though some electric com¬ 
panies are now interested in ser¬ 
ving certain rural areas, electric 
cooperatives provide universal 
coverage, serving many regions 
no other electric utility wants to 
serve. A number of sparsely 
populated, rugged and remote 
areas would receive no electri¬ 
city without electric cooperatives and the REA. 

• Isn’t the REA a big burden on the federal 
budget? In 1988, rural electric cooperatives paid 
back nearly $4 billion more than they borrowed 
from the REA and the Federal Financing Bank. 
Electric cooperatives in Illinois and all over the 
country are rightfully proud of their repayment 
record. For the service they provide to 25 million 
Americans—including 600,000 in Illinois—coop¬ 
eratives are not a burden to the rest of the U.S. 

• But don’t electric cooperatives receive more 
federal help than other electric utilities? 
Actually, electric cooperatives get much less 
assistance. Cooperatives receive about $50 per 
consumer per year, while investor-owned utilities 
receive about $65 per consumer annually. Munici¬ 
pally-owned electric utilities get about $93 per 
customer. Still, electric cooperatives are singled 
out by opponents as a drain on U.S. taxpayers. 
Incidentally, electric cooperatives pay all taxes 
except income tax, because they are not-for-profit 
organizations. 
Electric cooperatives are also proving to be vital 

in the push to revive the rural economy. Indepen¬ 
dently and as a whole, they have worked to promote 
their territories as sites for industrial and residential 
development. The cooperatives are also logical bodies 
to help carry out state and federal rural development 
legislation, since they are already in place. 

Already backed by a record of great achievement, 
perhaps even greater successes for the REA and 
America’s electric cooperatives lie ahead. 
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Board meeting report 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s office 

in Winchester on Monday, August 5, 1991, at 5 p.m. 
Ten directors were present, along with the general 
manager, the office manager, the chief engineer, the 
director of member and public relations, and the 
cooperative’s attorney. One director was absent. 

The following agenda items were discussed and/or 
acted upon: 
1. The minutes of the previous board meeting were 

reviewed and approved as mailed. 
2. The minutes of the reorganization meeting held 

immediately after the annual meeting on July 10, 
1991, were read and approved. 

3. The general manager gave the financial report. 
After several questions were answered, the report 
was approved. 

4. The accounts paid report was reviewed and 
approved after several questions were answered. 

5. The marketing report was heard and accepted. 
6. The board discussed the 1991 annual meeting. 
7. The board approved a service agreement with the 

Illinois Department of Corrections for the Greene 
County Prison Work Camp. 

8. The chief engineer gave an update on the SCADA 
system and the Choose and Save program. 

9. Two telecommunication agreements were 
approved. 

10. An agreement with the Corps of Engineers was 
renewed. 

11. Approval was given for an updated certificate of 
authority for REA. 

12. The legal services agreement with the cooperative’s 
attorney was renewed. 

13. The general manager reported on the July 17,1991, 
meeting of the Soyland board. 

14. The chairman reported on the July 18, 1991, board 
meeting of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC). 

15. Plans were reviewed for the 50th annual meeting 
of AIEC. 

16. Plans were discussed for the upcoming Region V 
meeting of the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA). 

17. The cooperative’s attorney gave the legal report. 
18. There were no accidents to report. 
19. Under other business, the board discussed the 

increasing costs for right-of-way agreements at 
several railroad crossings. Also discussed were 
economic development activities in Greene 
County. 

20. 57 applications for membership in the cooperative 
were approved. 

21. There being no further business to come before 
the board, the meeting was adjourned. 

Play it safe during harvest 
They say you reap what you sow. 
If in fact actions lead to the resulting consequences, 

many accidents could be avoided if time is taken to 
think safety first. 

All year round, on the farm, in the home, or driving 
down the road, safety must be a conscious priority. 
Specifically during harvest time, many avoidable 
accidents occur in rural areas. 

Modern farming requires the use of large, complex 
machinery. Each year, a number of tragic accidents are 
caused by careless handling of farm equipment around 
electric power lines. Illinois Rural Electric Co. urges 
you to use caution at all times—to watch for overhead 
power lines and utility poles to avoid any contact with 
this potentially lethal power equipment. 

Insist that hired hands and family members learn to 
survey their working area carefully before operating 
farm equipment. Have every worker make sure the 
equipment he is using will not come into contact with 
power lines, poles or power-support equipment. 

Although you may have no power lines in your fields, 
they are usually present in equipment storage areas and 
grain storage areas. 

Be sure paths from equipment storage areas to fields 
and from fields to grain storage areas are safe routes. 
There should be ample clearance for combines, pickers, 
balers, front end loaders, stackers or any other equip- 
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ment you’re moving about your farm. 
If there is any question about whether equipment 

will clear a power conductor, assume it won’t and take 
a different route. 

More often than not, power lines follow property 
lines. When you reach the end of a field and turn your 
equipment, there’s a very good chance power lines will 
be nearby. Always be alert to power lines along your 
property lines. They may even be hidden by trees or 
brush, so take precautions to ensure your equipment 
doesn’t make contact. 

Grain augers and bins are often used along property 
lines, too, since such placement makes the best use of 
the land. Again, be sure the augers don’t contact power 
lines. 

Crop-storage equipment such as augers, balers and 
stackers can be extended in height to exceed electric 
code clearances for power lines. Take precautions to 
be sure the stacking equipment won’t contact the lines. 
It only takes one mistake to bring tragedy. 

If contact is made while you are on the equipment, 
remain on the machine and call for help. Have a family 
member or neighbor call the cooperative and a crew 
will be sent to disconnect power. 

If no one is around to help, jump free of the equip¬ 
ment to the ground. Be sure that at no time you or 
anyone touches the equipment and the ground at the 
same time. 

Make it a safe autumn season. Think “safety first.” 



P -^1 Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

How are we doing? 
This month’s issue contains articles about a couple 

of programs your cooperative is implementing to try 
to keep your cost for electricity down. These are just 
two of the many services that are available to IREC 
members. Others include budget billing, appliance 
sales and service, low-interest loans for energy ef¬ 
ficiency improvements, free energy audits, satellite TV 
programming, and cash rebates for certain electric heat 
installations, to name a few. 

As we develop these programs, we always try to keep 
in mind who the programs are for as well as the mis¬ 
sion of the cooperative. Of course the programs are 
developed for YOU, the member, and our MISSION 
STATEMENT is as follows: WE WANT TO PROVIDE, 
MARKET, AND MAINTAIN GOOD ELECTRIC SER¬ 
VICE AND OTHER SERVICES THAT MEET THE 
NEEDS AND EXPECTATIONS OF ALL MEMBERS 
AND THAT ENHANCE THE WELFARE AND ECO¬ 
NOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE COOPERATIVE’S 
SERVICE AREA AT THE LOWEST RATES THAT 
WILL ASSURE THE FINANCIAL SOUNDNESS OF 
THE COOPERATIVE. 

The two programs discussed elsewhere in this 
newsletter, as well as those mentioned earlier in this 
article, were developed in consideration of the mem¬ 
bership and the mission statement. We feel that these 
programs benefit not only those who have grain bins 
and electric water heaters, but the entire membership, 
because we can spread our fixed costs over a larger base 
of kilowatt hour sales. 

The bottom line is this: We’re here to serve you. You 
expect quality service at a reasonable price and that’s 
what we try to provide. 

Grain handling rate 
being offered again 

Last fall and this past spring, many area farmers 
took advantage of Illinois Rural Electric Co.’s 5!4 

cent grain handling rate. Now that rate is in effect 
again. For the months of September, October, 
November, March, April, May and June, farmers with 
grain bins can receive this rate to move, dry, and main¬ 
tain their crops that they may wish to store on the 
farm. 

If you qualify for this rate, then any kilowatt-hours 
used over your base will be billed at this 514 cent 
rate. For example, if your established base usage 
is 1,200 kwh and you used 1,800 kwh in September, 
the 600 kwh over your base would be billed at 514 
cents/kwh instead of 10 cents/kwh (assuming the 
general farm and home service rate). That’s a savings 
of $27 compared to the standard rate. While your 
usage and savings figures will vary, this is definitely 
a program you should consider. 

If you were on this rate before, you will automatically 
be on it again this fall. To learn more about how 
this program works, or to find out what your updated 
base usage is, just call the Illinois Rural Electric office 
at 1-800-HOT-IREC. The call is free, and it could save 
you some money. 

You can still 
'Choose and Save' 

We have had real good response from members 
wishing to sign up for the Choose and Save program. 
Over one-third of the consumers on the controlled 
electric water heater rate have agreed to have the 
switch installed. But that still leaves nearly two-thirds 
of the water heater accounts that we have not heard 
from. 

On October 1, 1991, the uncontrolled electric water 
heating rate went into effect. It is slightly higher than 
the controlled rate. This means that if you have an elec¬ 
tric water heater but have not signed up to have a 
switch installed, you could save some money by saying 
yes to Choose and Save. 

In addition, IREC will maintain your water heater 

elements and thermostats for five years. We will also 
maintain the switch at no charge to you and you will 
be helping to keep power costs for the co-op down. All 

of these things can help save you money. And all with 
no inconvenience to you. 

So if you want to find out more about how the 
Choose and Save program can save you some money, 
call the office at l-8()()-HO I -IREC. It’s not too late to 
get signed up. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/October 1991 12a 



Cooperative Month October 1991 

COOPERATIVES 
MEETING PEOPLE'S 

NEEDS 
By Bob Bergland 

When you think of something 

you need, chances are a coopera¬ 

tive provides it somewhere. From 

food and shelter to financial ser¬ 

vices and child care, cooperatives 

meet human needs in almost as 

many ways as you can think of. 

Just look around you. 

Chances are you begin every day 

with the products and services of 

cooperative businesses — from 

the morning news to your fruit 

juice to the butter on your toast (the news 

service, Associated Press, is a co-op and so are 

Sunkist Growers, Ocean Spray, and Land 

O’Lakes, just to cite a few familiar names). 

If your day’s activities take you to a credit 

union, you are doing business with another co¬ 

op. The day-care center in your neighborhood 

may well be a co-op, not to mention your 

health-care system or your insurance firm. 

Most of the dairy products and produce at 

your grocery store comes from co¬ 

ops; and, so may your electric and 

telephone service. 

In addition to meeting these 

specific needs for goods or ser¬ 

vices, co-ops offer another benefit 

— the opportunity to voice ideas 

and opinions that can make a 

difference. 

A cooperative business is 

owned by the people who use it, 

providing them with a say in the 

organization. Whether it’s a farmer getting 

products into a grocery store through a mar¬ 

keting co-op or a city dweller owning a share 

of the co-op apartment building, co-ops can 

help fill the very basic need to be “in charge.” 

October has been designated as Coopera¬ 

tive Month to give us a chance to pause and 

recognize the many different co-ops and the 

many different ways they go about meeting 

people’s needs. 

Bob Bergland, Executive Vice 
President and General Man¬ 
ager, National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association 
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Standby power 
Insurance against Mother Nature 

Purchasing a standby generator is comparable to 
buying fire insurance — you may never need it, but 
it is invaluable when trouble arrives. 

Although our electrical system is highly dependable 
and reliable, it is subject to the whims of Mother Nature 
— tornadoes, ice storms or destructive high winds. 

How well are you prepared to handle a prolonged 
outage? Now is the time to take inventory of your home 
and farm. Determine how you would pump water, milk 
cows, handle feed, keep pipes from freezing, as well as 
provide heat and ventilation for livestock. How will you 
heat your own home, keep frozen and perishable foods 
from spoiling and operate sump pumps and other 
necessary equipment? 

Now is the time to sit down and carefully inventory 
your electrical needs. Assume that you will experience 
extended outages that could cause you not only incon¬ 
venience, but also financial loss. The cooperative does 
not sell standby generators, but we do have personnel 
available to help you analyze your load and make 
proper recommendations. And also remember, that 
standby generators are not normally stocked in any 
quantity, so don’t plan on purchasing one after an 
outage occurs. 

Remember, too, the installation of any standby 
equipment requires a positive double-throw type of 

switch. Operating a standby generator without a 
properly installed double-throw switch is extremely 
dangerous and could result in financial liability. 

Let us help you guard against any of those “acts of 
God” no one can foresee. 
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Board meeting report 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s office 

in Winchester on Tuesday, September 3, 1991, at 5 p.m. 
Ten directors were present, along with the general 
manager, the office manager, the chief engineer, the 
director of member and public relations, and the 
cooperative’s attorney. One director was absent. 

The following agenda items were discussed and/or 
acted upon: 

1. The minutes of the previous board meeting were 
reviewed and approved as mailed. 

2. The general manager gave the financial report. 
After some discussion, the report was approved. 

3. The accounts paid report was reviewed and 
approved after several questions were answered. 

4. The marketing report was heard and accepted. 
5. The finance committee reported on a meeting with 

the Greene County Economic Development Com¬ 
mittee and recommended the release of $20,000 
from the $75,000 loan fund so an Economic 
Development Director could be hired for Greene 
County. After some discussion, the board ten¬ 
tatively approved the release of the money con¬ 
tingent upon the receipt of a proposed plan for 
payback of the funds. 

6. After hearing a report on the grain handling rate 
study, the board approved the grain handling rate 
for the fall of 1991 and the spring of 1992. 

7. The board went into executive session to discuss 
a couple of legal matters. 

8. Upon returning to the general session, the 

manager gave a report on the August 28, 1991, 
regular meeting of the Soyland board. 
9. Those who attended gave comments on the August 

21 and 22, 1991, AIEC annual meeting. 
10. The chairman then gave a report on the August 

22, 1991, regular meeting of the AIEC board. 
11. The general manager gave a report on the national 

managers’ conference he had attended. 
12. Plans were made to attend the NRECA Region V 

meeting, which will be held in Springfield this year. 
13. One membership was refunded according to the 

bylaws. 
14. There was one loss-of-time accident to report. 
15. Under other business, the general manager 

reported on the progress of obtaining right-of-way 
from the railroads in our area. The chief engineer 
then updated the board on the progress of getting 
the SCADA system installed. He also briefed the 
board on the discussions of an interruptible rate 
for Panhandle Eastern Pipeline Company. Also 
under other business, a purchase power agreement 
was executed for power supply at the Greene 
County prison work camp. The chairman handed 
out new committee appointments. It was suggested 
the policy committee review the connect fee policy 
when it met. 

16. 35 applications for membership in the cooperative 
were approved. 

17. There being no further business to come before 
the board, the meeting was adjourned. 

3-year limited warranty 
Battery included 
$6.60 plus tax 

Available at Member Service Dept. 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Keeping the lights on 
I like to think that we provide pretty good electric 

service for the consumers in our community. And we’re 
always working to do an even better job. 

That’s why it’s puzzling to hear suggestions that we 
should make a major overhaul in the way we provide 
electricity. I have to remind myself, though, that not 
everyone knows how we go about providing that elec¬ 
tricity. So I thought it would be worthwhile to comment 
on some of those questions that I hear every now and 
then. 

Often, these suggestions for a sweeping change in 
our electric service come from national columnists or 
broadcast media. It’s perhaps understandable that they 
may not understand small town and rural communities 
very well. 

Many of their questions center on the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration, a federal agency that pro¬ 
vides loans and loan guarantees to consumer-owned 
utilities like ours. These loans help the nation’s 1,()()() 
consumer-owned electric systems provide thinly 
populated areas with electricity at a cost and quality 
comparable to cities. 

ISN’T THE JOB OF 
RURAL ELECTRIFICATION DONE? 

It’s true that virtually everyone has electricity. And 

we work hard to keep it that way. People continue to 
move in to rural areas, subdivisions spring up, and lines 
must be upgraded and replaced. Those projects are 
expensive, and REA loans have helped keep electric 
bills affordable. 

WHAT ABOUT AREAS THAT LOOK 
MORE SUBURBAN THAN RURAL? 

A few rural electric systems serve some high-growth 
areas around cities and towns. Even those systems still 
only serve an average of 17 to 20 consumers for each 
mile of line. City utilities have about 35 ratepayers per 
mile. (The average rural electric system serves five con¬ 
sumers per mile.) It’s harder to provide service with 
so few people paying the bills. Low-cost loans through 
the REA, and the not-for-profit nature of consumer- 
owned utilities, have helped make up for some of the 
difference. 

I’VE HEARD THAT SOME RURAL ELECTRIC 
SYSTEMS SERVE SKI AND BEACH RESORTS 

I’m familiar with those examples. Often, just a few 
miles away you’ll find families not nearly as well off. 
Resort developments help even out electric bills, 
making them more affordable for everybody in the ser¬ 
vice area. Most communities, including ours, welcome 
and even encourage economic development. It pro¬ 
vides jobs and improves the quality of life. Some rural 
areas blessed with natural beauty can use that to attract 
businesses to capitalize on those qualities, actually 
helping the local utility and its consumers. 

It’s also important to note that REA assistance is in 
the form of loans, which are repaid with interest. These 
days rural electric systems are repaying the government 
$2.7 billion a year. In fact, they are repaying a lot more 
than they are borrowing. 

While I’m leery of drastic changes to something that's 
working well, of course things evolve over the years. 
The leaders of consumer-owned electric utilities across 
the country are constantly reexamining how they can 
do their jobs better, and that includes debating the role 
of the REA. One example of the kind of change that 
has taken place over the past 10 years is that the 
amount of REA loans has declined more than 40 

percent. 
We think we’ve got a good system in place to make 

sure you have reliable and affordable electricity. And 
we’re working to keep it that way. 

Office closing 
The offices of Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

will be closed Thursday, November 28, 
for Thanksgiving. 
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Rural TV 
Satellite TV programming 

For IREC members with decoders 
One-time $15.00 authorization fee 

i^Rurai s^Rural 

Basic Service 
CNN 

Country Music Television 

Discovery Channel 

ESPN 

Family Channel 

18 channels 
Headline News 

Learning Channel 

Lifetime 

Nashville Network 

Nickelodeon 

Nostalgia Channel 

Superstar Connection 

(KTVT, WGN, WPIX) 

Travel Channel 

USA Network 

Weather Channel 

WTBS 

$ 9.95 

G1 package 11 channels $ 7.95 
Arts & Entertainment ESPN USA Network 

CNN Family Channel WGN 

Country Music Television Headline News WTBS 

Discovery Channel Nashville Network 

Expanded basic 28 channels $15.95 
Arts & Entertainment Lifetime Superstar Connection 

Black Entertainment Television MTV (KTVT, WGN, WPIX) 

CNN Nashville Network Travel Channel 

Country Music Television Nickelodeon USA Network 

Discovery Channel Nostalgia Channel VH-1 

ESPN Prime Network Weather Channel 

Family Channel PrimeTime 24 WSBK 

Headline News (WABC, WBBM, WXIA) WTBS 

Learning Channel WWOR 

Premium services A' La Carte 
Cinemax 7.95 per mo. Arts & Entertainment w/Basic .50 per mo. 

Disney 7.95 per mo. Basic Plus (Includes Basic and Netlink) $14.75 per mo. 

HBO 7.95 per mo. Netlink w/o Basic 

Showtime 7.95 per mo. (KCNC, KMGH, KUSA, KRMA, KWGN) 5.95 per mo. 

The Movie Channel 7.95 per mo. PrimeTime 24 

Any 2 services 14.95 per mo. (WABC, WBBM, WXIA) 3.55 per mo. 

Any 3 services 20.95 per mo. Skyline Silver 

Any 4 services 27.95 per mo. (KTLA, WSBK, WWOR) 3.00 per mo. 

Any 5 services 33.95 per mo. WTBS 1.75 per mo. 
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Services offered by 
Illinois Rural Electric Co/s 

Member Service Department 
1. Complete line of Hotpoint and Maytag ap¬ 

pliances, and Fedders Air Conditioners. 
2. Craftmaster Service Saver electric water heaters. 

$125 plus tax, delivered. (Installation available). 
3. Complete home and farmstead wiring. 
4. Computer sizing of WaterFurnace heating, cen¬ 

tral air conditioning and water heating systems. 
5. Installation and repair of underground wiring. 
6. Repairs on all major appliances. 
7. Electric baseboard heat installations 
8. Recommendation of proper insulation and ven¬ 

tilation. Also sale of insulation 
9. All service calls in our service area include 

30 minutes of work and “no mileage charge.” 

$25 for one man service call, $35 for two man 
service call. After first 30 minutes $15 per hour 
per man. 

10. Repair of inoperative equipment and wiring. 
11. Complete electric installations for grain drying 

and grain and feed handling equipment. 
12. Satellite TV programming and equipment sales. 
13. Over-the-counter sales of wiring equipment to 

IREC members. 
14. Sale of portable electric space heaters. 
15. Special sale on all major appliances at our 

annual meeting. 
16. Financing available to qualified members. 

Service is our business 

Murrayville 
serviceman to retire 

Ora Lee Anders, IREC’s serviceman in the Murrayville 
area, will be retiring early next year. His official retire¬ 
ment date will be January 3, 1992, but his last day of 
work was October 31, 1991. 

Ora was hired as a groundman on August 23, 1948, 
and served his apprenticeship on the construction 
crew. He became serviceman for the Murrayville area 
in July of 1960 and has served in that position since 
then. 

Congratulations to Ora on a successful career with 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. and best of luck in the future. 

For service after hours, members in the Murrayville 
service area should call Randy Long at (217)673-6921. Anders 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO. 
MAILING ADDRESS: 

2T2 South Main 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 
Ph: (217) 742-3128 — 1-800-468-4732 

HOLIDAYS OBSERVED: 
New Year’s Day, Good Friday, 
Memorial Day, July Fourth, Labor Day, 
Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

MAIN OFFICE HOURS: 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Closed all day Saturday, Sunday and Holidays. 
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Board meeting report 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s office 

in Winchester on Monday, October 7, 1991, at 5 p.m. 
Ten directors were present, along with the general 
manager, the office manager, the chief engineer, the 
director of member and public relations, and the 
cooperative’s attorney. One director was absent. 

The following agenda items were discussed and/or 
acted upon: 

1. The minutes of the previous meeting were re¬ 
viewed and approved as mailed. 

2. The general manager gave the financial report. 
After some discussion, the report was approved. 

3. The accounts paid report was reviewed and 
approved after several questions were answered. 

4. The board then met with two representatives of the 
Greene County Economic Development Commit¬ 
tee. Lynn Seely, president, and Bob Walters, 
economic development director, discussed eco¬ 
nomic development activities they are working on 
and answered several questions from the board. 

5. The marketing report was heard and accepted. 
6. The chief engineer updated the board on the 

installation of the SCADA system. 

7. A lease agreement for land at the new tower site 
was considered and approved. 

8. A large power contract with the City of Roodhouse 
was considered and approved. 

9. The board authorized the general manager to sign 
for any changes in the 401(k) plan that would be 
necessary to be in compliance with the law. 

10. The general manager gave a report on the 
September 18, 1991, Soyland board meeting. 

11. The chairman gave a report on the September 19, 
1991, AIEC board meeting. 

12. The board approved participation in the 1991-92 
Continuing Education Program. 

13. The board considered several capital expenditure 
items and approved getting bids for the purchase 
of those items. 

14. The manager gave a recap of the recently held 
NRECA Region V meeting for those directors who 
were unable to attend, while the directors who did 
attend also made comments. 

15. The manager reported on one loss-of-time 
accident. 

16. Under other business, the general manager 
and chief engineer reported on the progress of 
obtaining right-of-way from the railroads. They 
also discussed the need for service franchises with 
the towns located within our service area. One ERC 
loan was approved for a member to purchase and 
install a WaterFurnace system. Also under other 
business, the employee health insurance plan was 
reviewed and it was decided to continue with the 
present coverage. Plans were made to attend the 
NRECA annual meeting. The legal report was 
given by the attorney. It was noted that the FRIER 
I case has reached a conclusion since the Illinois 
Supreme Court refused to hear the appeal of 
Powell et. al. 

17. 55 applications for membership in the cooperative 
were approved. 

18. There being no further business to come before 
the board, the meeting was adjourned. 

BRING ON THE TURKEY AND TRIMMINGS! 

Thanksgiving, of course, is much more than 
the bird and all the trimmings. 

Each of us can be thankful for everything 
that benefits our families, friends and 
communities — our quality of life. 

We, especially, benefit from you, our 
consumer-owners. And, we’re thankful for your 
involvement and commitment to help us better 
serve you and our community. 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving! 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Need help with 
winter heat bills? 

Members who could use help paying their electric 
bills this winter should know that we once again have 
some programs in place to give income-eligible house¬ 
holds some assistance with their winter energy bills. 

The primary program available to our members is 
LIHEAP or Low Income Housing Energy Assistance 
Program, which replaces last year’s REAPP program. 
This program began last year with state and federal 
funding. Assistance is based on the number of people 
in your household and your gross income. To see if 

your household qualifies, please refer to the “Income 
Eligibility” chart that accompanies this article. 

LIHEAP is coordinated by several organizations in 
the IREC service area. The areas served by each of these 
agencies, addresses and phone numbers accompany 
this story. If the income chart shows you are eligible 
for assistance under LIHEAP, you should contact the 
agency that serves your geographic area to apply. 

The guidelines for the 1991 LIHEAP program are 
as follows: 

1. Grants are being awarded on a first-come, first- 
served basis as long as the funding holds out. You 
should apply immediately. 

2. To apply, you will need Social Security cards for 
each member of your household and proof of income 
(check stubs, unemployment records or employer 
verification). If you are on welfare, please take your 
green card. Also, take your current energy bill, if paid 
directly, or your current rent receipt if energy costs are 
included in your rent. An overdue bill or cut-off notice 
is not required. 

More details on the LIHEAP program are available 
from the coordinating agencies, or call Illinois Rural 
Electric Co. at 1-800-HOT-IREC. 

Income eligibility: 
Family Size 30-day Income Family Size 30-day Income 

1 $ 607 5 1,436 
2 814 6 1,643 
3 1,021 7 1,850 
4 1,228 8 2,057 

County Office Locations Phone 
Adams Two Rivers Regional Council Franklin Sq., Quincy 217-224-8171 
Brown Two Rivers Regional Council Mt. Sterling 217-773-2422 
Calhoun 111. Valley Econ. Dev. Corp. P.O. Box 553 Hardin 618-576-2218 
Cass MCS Jacksonville, Beardstown i 217-243-9404 
Creene 111. Valley Econ. Dev. Corp. Courthouse Carrollton 217-942-6824 
Jersey 111. Valley Econ. Dev. Corp. Courthouse Jerseyville 618-498-3210 
Macoupin 111. Valley Econ. Dev. Corp. Gillespie 217-839-4431 
Morgan MCS 345 W. State Jacksonville 217-243-9404 
Pike Two Rivers Regional Council Pittsfield 217-285-5424 
Scott MCS Jacksonville, Winchester 217-243-9404 

Holiday 
office 

closing 

The offices of Illinois Rural Electric Co. will be closed 
Tuesday afternoon, December 24; Wednesday, December 
25, and Wednesday, January 1. The board and employees 
wish you the best of holidays. 
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DIRECTORS 

William Griswold, president 
Jeral A. Miller, vice president 

Robert A. Brown, treasurer 
Ronald K. Myers, assistant treasurer 

Glen Pulliam, secretary 
John T. Early, assistant secretary 

Thomas H. Camerer 
F. Alan Heaton 
Merton L. Pond 

J.M. Sapp 
Francis J. Toppmeyer 

EMPLOYEES 

Ronald K. Coultas 
Donald L. Long 
Mark E. Martin 
Lucien Nash 
Timothy G. Vasilko 
Steven L. Wisdom 
Dwight A. Ala 
Ora L. Anders 
Thomas H. Anders 
Harold W. Baird 
Kevin E. Baird 
Terry S. Barnard 
James L. Bettis 
James V. Bigelow 

Robert E. Gant, 
Julie A. Day 
Clayton E. DeHart 
C. Robert Dolen 
Edward L. Dolen 
Jerry R. Faulkner 
Melvin L. Funk 
Gary L. Furniss 
D. David Gant 
Gary L. Harbison 
Herman J. Holford 
David L. Huff 
Charles W. Jefferson 
Louis D. Kemper 
Jamie P. Killday 

general manager 
Joseph M. Killday 
Donald W. King 
Albert W. Kirchner 
Donna J. Lawson 
Walter D. Lewis 
Ronald D. Little 
Craig S. Long 
Herbert L. Long 
Randall B. Long 
David E. McKinney 
Perry L. Moore 
Buddy J. Moss 
Marilyn B. Neff 
Russell D. Neff 

William R. Patton 
Lynn E. Rimbey 
David J. Roth 
Kenneth C. Roundcount 
Sabrina K. Schnake 
Charles L. Settles 
Danny E. Smith 
Joann Stice 
Ronnie T. Stice 
Dennis W. Taylor 
Larry C. Weder 
Sandra J. Wynn 

Be of good health and good cheer this holiday season! 

We extend our heartfelt best wishes to you 
and your family as you ring out the old year 
and welcome the new. 

And, here are some energy tips to help you 
celebrate: 

• Install an automatic timer on holiday 
lights for safety and efficiency 

• Use twinkling bulbs for energy-efficient 
holiday lighting instead of constant-on 
bulbs 

• If you have a self-cleaning oven, use this 
cycle after you finish baking to take 
advantage of the heat that’s present 

Contact us for more tips. We’ll be delighted 
to help you have a happy, safe and energy- 
efficient holiday. 
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Dirty humidifiers may cause health problems 
Consumers should be alert to 

possible health hazards resulting 
from dirty room humidifiers, 
according to the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission (CPSC). 
The CPSC has found that bacteria 
and fungi often grow in the tanks 
of portable and console room 
humidifiers and can be released in 
the mist. Breathing dirty mist may 
cause lung problems ranging from 
flue-like symptoms to serious infec¬ 
tion. This information is of special 
concern to allergy or asthma suf¬ 
ferers whose symptoms may be 
increased. 

Film or scum appearing on the 
water surface, on the sides or bot¬ 
tom of the tank, or on exposed 
motor parts may indicate that the 
humidifier tank contains bacteria 
or fungi. A crusty deposit or scale 
may also form with the tank or on 
parts in the water. This scale is com¬ 
posed of minerals that have settled 
out of the water creating a surface 
on which bacteria or fungi may 
grow. 

Minerals can also be released in 
the mist and settle as fine white 

dust. This white dust may contain 
particles that are small enough to 
enter the lungs. The health effects 
from inhaling this humidifier dust 
are not clear; any impact on human 
health will depend upon the types 
and amounts of minerals found in 
the water used. 

To reduce the possibility of 
health hazards from dirty room 
humidifiers, the staff of the CPSC 
recommends that you take the 
following precautions: 

• Do not allow film and scale to 
develop in your humidifier. If pos¬ 
sible, change the water in your 
room humidifier daily. Empty 
the tank before you fill it. If the 
tank is not removable, clean it 
often according to manufacturer’s 
instructions. 

• Use distilled or demineralized 
water in your room humidifier to 
reduce the buildup of scale and the 
release of dust; tap water contains 
more minerals. Use demineraliza¬ 
tion cartridges or filters if supplied 
or recommended for use with your 
humidifier. 

• Drain and clean the tank of 

your room humidifier before you 
store it. Clean it after summer 
storage. Remove dust on the outside 
of your unit. 

• Clean your room humidifier 
well and often during the heating 
season. Be sure to unplug the 
humidifier before cleaning. Fol¬ 
lowing the manufacturer’s sug¬ 
gested cleaning methods. If chlorine 
bleach or other cleaning product or 
disinfectant is used, make sure to 
rinse the tank well to avoid breath¬ 
ing harmful chemicals. Use a brush 
or other scrubber to clean the tank. 
Be careful not to damage the motor 
or to scratch the inner surface. 
Clean or replace sponge filters or 
belts when needed. 

• Maintain the relative humidity 
in your home between 30 and 50 
percent if possible. Humidity levels 
above 60 percent may allow mois¬ 
ture to build up indoors and con¬ 
dense on surfaces, where bacteria 
and fungi can settle and grow. You 
can measure humidity with an 
instrument called a hygrometer, 
available at your local hardware 
store. 

Electric heat tapes: 
Potential fire hazard 

Homeowners and mobile home residents who use 
electric heat tapes to prevent exposed water pipes from 
freezing are being cautioned by government safety 
experts to inspect the tapes for possible fire hazards. 

According to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC), 500 house fires in the last seven 
years are believed to have been caused by electric heat 
tapes. 

Also known as pipe heating cables, heat tapes con¬ 
sist of two wires enclosed in molded plastic insulation 
that emit heat due to electrical current passing through 
the wires when the cable is plugged into an outlet. 

The tapes are commonly used in crawl spaces and 
in the substructure of homes and mobile homes and 

are usually energized after the first freezing tem¬ 
peratures. Some heat tapes are plugged in year-round 
and a thermostat located in the power supply cord of 
the heat tape turns on the tape whenever the outdoor 
temperature approaches freezing. 

CPSC reports that improper installation by con¬ 
sumers is a frequent cause of home fires. 

In one study of 35 fires, agency investigators learned 
that 40 percent of the heat tapes were “overwrapped,” 

that is, the tape was lapped over itself when the con¬ 
sumer installed the tape around the pipe. 

The safety agency offered the following suggestions 
for consumers: 

• Inspect all heat tapes now or have a licensed elec¬ 
trician check them for proper installation or deterio¬ 
rated electrical insulation. Refer to any installation 
instructions that accompanied the heat tape when you 
bought it. 

• If you are purchasing new heat tapes or cables, 
know the diameter of the pipe you are protecting as 
well as the total length of the pipe. Manufacturers nor¬ 
mally suggest specific lengths of tape for certain pipe 
lengths and diameters. Match your specific needs to the 
heat tape you are buying. 

• Older heat tapes should be checked for bare wires 
or for cracks in the plastic insulation; in such cases, 

replace the heat tape immediately. 
• Not all heat tapes may be used on plastic pipes; 

check to make certain the heat tape you are using is 
recommended specifically for the plastic pipe in 
question. 

• Finally, manufacturers emphasize that heat tapes 
should never be used over the thermal insulation on 
a pipe or near flammable objects. Inspect previously 
installed tapes to make certain these fire hazards do 
not exist in your home.) 
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Board meeting report 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s 

office in Winchester on Monday, November 4, 1991, 
at 1:30 p.m. All directors were present, along with 
the general manager, the office manager, the chief 
engineer, the director of member and public relations, 
and the Cooperative’s attorney. 

The following agenda items were discussed and/or 
acted upon: 

1. The minutes of the previous meeting were 
reviewed and approved as mailed. 

2. The general manager gave the financial report. 
After some discussion,the report was approved. 

3. The accounts paid report was reviewed and 
approved after several questions were answered. 

4. The chief engineer gave a progress report on the 
right of way situation with the railroads, the interrupt¬ 
ible rate study he has been working on, and the SCADA 
system. The director of member and public relations 
then gave the marketing report and the economic 
development report after which the board voted to par¬ 
ticipate in the Youth to Washington program for 1992. 

5. The board went into executive session to discuss 
the wage and salary plan. 

6. Upon returning to the general session, the board 
discussed some of the recent activities of the Greene 
County Economic Development Committee. 

7. The attorney then briefed the board on the status 
of several pending legal matters. 

8. The general manager gave a report on the October 
16, 1991, regular meeting of the Soyland board. 

9. Plans were made for two directors to attend the 
upcoming CFC Capital Management Seminar. 

10. The chairman then gave a report on the October 17, 
1991, regular meeting of the AIEC board. 

11. Plans were made for one director to attend the 
upcoming continuing education course 510.2 — 
“Understanding Electric Utility Operations.” 

12. The manager reported on current CFC interest 
rates on loan funds. 

13. Plans were made to attend the NRECA annual 
meeting in February 1992. 

14. There were no accidents to report and the board 
passed a resolution recognizing the employees’ safe 
work habits. 

15. 47 applications for membership in the coopera¬ 
tive were approved. 

16 Under other business, the board approved get¬ 
ting estimates on some construction work in the main 
office in preparation for the installation of the SCADA 
equipment. 

17. There being no further business to come before 
the board, the meeting was adjourned. 

If it blinks—it's working 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. is served 

by a complex system of electric 
distribution lines subject to many 
possible occurrences that cause 
momentary outages or “blinks.” 

Blinks in your electric serv ice are 
usually an indication that some¬ 
thing has come in contact with the 
electric lines. Usually these prob¬ 
lems can be traced to tree limbs, 
squirrels, birds, lightning and even 
cattle or horses rubbing against the 
guy wires. When the electric line 
senses a problem, the breaker 
(which is located on the power line) 
goes into operation. The breaker 
will shut the line off for just an 
instant so the line may clear itself. 
If it doesn’t clear the first time, it 
may blink two or three times before 
it shuts the whole line off. Then, the 
cooperative line crews will be dis¬ 
patched to clear the line. Were it 
not for these breakers out on the 
lines doing their jobs, lines and 
substations could be destroyed, 
causing many consumers to be 
without power. 
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We realize these blinks are a 
nuisance to our members because 
of the need to reset digital clocks 
and VCRs, etc. However, these 
blinks are a blessing in disguise. If 
it were not for the oil-filled reclosers 

utilities experience these brief 
outages, and these appliances are 
the biggest “tattletales” for electric 
utilities. In most cases, if it were not 
for the clocks you would never 
know the power had “flickered” or 

(automatic circuit closers that reset 
after the blink), each of these 
instances may have been a long 
outage. Illinois Rural regrets these 
inconveniences, but is pleased 
that not all “blinks” were lengthy 
outages. 

Electronic equipment such as 
microwave ovens, digital clocks, 
VCRs and computers are so sen¬ 
sitive that the slightest blink may 

gone off for a short time. 

We have no control over squir¬ 
rels, birds, lightning, cattle and 
horses, but we can have some con¬ 
trol over trees and tree limbs. If you 
see limbs on the main lines, please 
contact us—we’ll be out to cut the 
limbs out of the lines. 

Remember—the next time you 

see your lights blink, you know the 
system is working right!! 

cause interruptions. All electric 
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