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From the 
Managers Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

ICE STORMS 
Nothing is more devastating to an electric system 

than an ice storm, and it appears that we are going to 
get more than our share this winter. The ice from one 
storm doesn’t even melt away and we are hit with 
another one. Fortunately, out of the three weekend 
storms, the icing stopped in time before we had really 
serious problems. In any of the three storms, conditions 
were right that continued rain or a little change in 
temperatures could have caused ice buildups that 
would have caused massive damage to our electrical 
system. 

The storm on Sunday, December 30, 1990, did cause 
us a lot of problems and a lot of our members were 
without electrical service for the better part of the day, 
but it could have been a lot worse. We started en¬ 
countering problems about 2 a.m. on the northern part 
of the system, but the problems were relatively few and 
were widely scattered. Around 6 a.m. we started having 
trouble on the southern half of the system and the 
problems were many and pretty well general over all 
of the southern system. Fortunately, it stopped icing 
early Sunday and since the major problems were 
limited to the southern half of the system, we were able 
to send all the crews from the Steeleville office to assist 
in restoring service. We also were able to obtain two 

crews from the contractor that is doing tree trimming 
and line construction work for us. 

The electric cooperatives in the state do have an 
emergency work plan whereby we can call on other 
cooperatives to assist us, but in this case the storm 
was so widespread that most cooperatives south of 

Springfield were also having some problems and could 
not release any crews until the weather cleared and they 
could be sure that they were in the clear. The storm 
was more severe on the eastern side of the state and 
some people were expected to be out of service until 

sometime on Tuesday, New Year’s Day. For our part, 
we probably had between 2,000 and 3,000 members out 
of service during some time on Sunday and by 6 p.m. 

we had all but a couple of hundred back in service. The 
bulk of those were in service by 8 p.m., with the rest 
being picked up by 11 p.m. 

Our biggest problems were conductor breaks and 
trees down on top of the lines. Many of the conductor 
breaks were caused by trees either falling on the line 
or tree limbs getting on the lines and causing the lines 
to burn down. Fortunately, the icing occurred over the 
area that we just mowed the last couple of years and 
our right-of-ways were in pretty good shape to handle 
such a storm. What gave us quite a bit of trouble is trees 
that people do not want cut or trimmed to any great 
extent. The worst of these types of trees are the pine 
trees. Pine trees just can not handle any amount of 
weight and once they get ice covered, they simply will 
bend over and get across the line if they are tall enough. 
When that happens and we cannot reach them from 
the road with our aerial bucket, we really only have two 
choices and they are to cut the trees down or leave the 
members out of service. When people have been out 
of service for hours and the forecast is for near zero 
temperatures, there really is no decision to be made 
and the trees come down. That may not sit too well with 
the property owner, but we simply can not let people 
sit in the cold and dark because we cannot top a tree 
that is on the line. 

As with any outage of this size, the phone rings con¬ 
stantly and members have trouble getting through to 
one of the offices. We were taking calls at both offices 
and trying to get them answered as quickly as possible, 
but it is an uphill battle in situations such as this. Many 
members were concerned about the cold and wanted 
to know how soon they would be back in service, but 
there really is no way that we can know how long 
it will take. With so many lines out and no way of 
knowing the extent of the damage until we really go 
to work on each line, there is no way of guessing how 
long it might take. When we have major problems 
during cold weather, each members should make con¬ 
tingency plans for a prolonged outage. If you have no 
source of heat at all, you should locate friends or 

Office closing 
Our offices will be dosed Tuesday, February 12, 

for Lincoln’s Birthday and Monday, February 18, 
for Washington’s Birthday. 
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relatives who may have heat and plan to spend some 
time with them. If your house drops below freezing 
inside, you should take precautions to protect the water 
system and anything else that might be damaged by 
freezing. If you tough it out, you should conserve heat 
by opening exterior doors as little as absolutely pos¬ 
sible. Don’t worry about the food in your freezer 
because it will be fine for a couple of days if you resist 
the temptation to look inside to see how it is doing. 
If food in your refrigerator is a concern, simply put 
the food in the garage. Chances are, if it is freezing 
outside, your garage is as cold or colder than your 
refrigerator. As in any situation, common sense should 

apply and I personally would not sit in a dark and cold 
house if there were other alternatives and there usually 
are alternatives to any situation. Rest assured that we 
are doing the best we can when we get into storm situa¬ 
tions, but even our best efforts may not get your service 
restored before you need to take action to safeguard 
the health and safety of your family members. 

REA FINANCING 
During the Reagan administration it was an ex¬ 

pressed goal to eliminate the REA program and many 
attempts were made to either do away with the program 
or severely limit the amount of financing available from 
the federal government. The Bush administration said 
that they have no intention of doing away with REA, 
but actions and news releases may indicate otherwise. 
A case in point is a news release that was carried by 
a number of papers recently which tried to compare 
the REA loan program with the savings and loan 
disaster and intimated that the program was in serious 
trouble and the taxpayer would have to bail it out. The 
article was written by the same individual that wrote 
similar propaganda during the Reagan administration 
and contains the same distortions and lack of truth. 

Yes, there are four or five G&T cooperatives that are 
having financial problems, most which are related to 
participation in nuclear plant construction or new 
generating stations that recently came on line and loads 
did not grow to the point where a great deal of the 
additional capacity was needed. Before your can really 
understand the situation, you need to know how REA 
cooperatives are structured. Egyptian Electric Coopera¬ 
tive is termed a distribution cooperative in that we pur¬ 
chase power at wholesale and sell at retail to you, the 
ultimate consumer. There are close to 1,000 distribu¬ 
tion cooperatives like Egyptian in the U.S. G&T 
cooperatives are generation and transmission coopera¬ 
tives like Southern Illinois Power Cooperative. They 
own the generating plants and transmission lines and 
their function is to generate the power and to deliver 
it at transmission voltages to the distribution coopera¬ 
tive’s substations. There are 57 G&T cooperatives at the 
present time. Most distribution cooperatives borrow 
70 percent of their requirements from REA and 30 per¬ 
cent from the cooperatives’ own financial organization, 
CFC. CFC raises its funds on the open money market. 
During the last 15 years or so, most or all of the major 
funding for G&T loans has come from the Federal 
Financing Bank through loans guaranteed by REA. The 
interest rate on these loans is the government’s cost of 
money plus a service charge. The interest rate to 
distribution cooperatives is 5 percent on the funds bor¬ 
rowed from REA and whatever CFC cost of money is. 
Right now the CFC seven-year rate is about 10 percent. 

The distribution loan program is in very strong 
shape and debt payments are being made. In fact, if 
the banking industry loans were in as good as shape 
as the REA distribution loan program, the taxpayer 
would not have to bail out a single bank or savings and 
loan association. The fact is that the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration (REA) has done a lot better 

Coping with winter outages 
It is easy to become accustomed to a continuous, 

uninterrupted supply of electricity. Supply can be 
cut off by storms, weather, or other accidents. When 
there is an interruption we often find ourselves 
unprepared. 

When your power goes off, there are severed steps 
to follow to prepare yourself for this situation. Check 
your main fuse, or resetting a circuit breaker may 
restore your electricity. After yoou have checked 
these and you determine that the problem in not 
at your home, check to see if your neighbors have 
electricity, if possible. Next call the cooperative 
office to report the outage. We can serve our mem¬ 
bers quickly if they have their account number and 
pole location available. Having this information 
before placing your call helps to promptly untie our 
telephone lines. The office will dispatch a crew as 
quickly as possible to locate the trouble area. 
Unplug appliances with electronic components, 
such as microwaves, televisions, and VCR’s. This 
will eliminate damage to appliances from voltage 
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fluctuations due to this problem. Also, appliances 
with electrical motors—freezers, refrigerators, air 
conditioners, water pumps—should be unplugged. 

To make an outage easier to cope with, always 
keep an adequate supply of the following on hand. 
Keep these items in a cool dry place. All members 
of the family should know where to find these 
supplies: 
• flashlights • extra batteries 
• battery-operated radio • basic first-aid supplies 
• candles and matches • small supply of water 

Never go near downed power lines; let qualified 
people from the cooperative office handle these 
situations. 

When the electrical outage occurs in the winter, 
certain precautions are needed. Dress warmly by 
wearing several layers of clothing, which provides 
better insulation than a single layer. 

Have your family move to a single room as much 
as possible, preferably one with few windows. 
Ideally, this room should be on the south side of the 



managing its loan program that the federal regulators 
did in looking after the banking industry. So, you can 
forget about having to bail out distribution coopera¬ 
tives because their credit situation has been and is 
excellent. 

The G&T picture is admittedly not quite as strong, 
but is far from a disaster. Because of the projected need 
for generation in the future, many G&T’s invested in 
new expensive power plants that were not totally 
needed when they came on line. Also, some par¬ 
ticipated in nuclear plants where costs got completely 
out of hand. The problems were compounded in some 
states where commissions would not permit the G&T 
to put the plants into the rate base and bill the cus¬ 
tomer. Thus, a handful of G&T’s had trouble meeting 
their debt payments and were in default. However, 
these same borrowers have been working with REA and 
CFG to restructure their debt and it does appear they 
are successfully working it out and will repay their 
loans. Again, if you look at the overall REA program 
and the handful of borrowers that are having any prob¬ 
lem at all, there is little cause for concern that the pro¬ 
gram is going down the tube. To even link it to the 
savings and loan debacle is outright distortion and 
something we came to expect from the Reagan adminis¬ 
tration. Perhaps if they had spent less time in trying 
to eliminate REA and spent more time on monitoring 
the S&L’s instead of turning them loose to loot the 
federal treasury, the country would be in a whole lot 
better shape. 

With regard to the distribution loan program, the 
budget deal worked out calls for a 25 percent reduc¬ 
tion in the amount of money available for loans this 
fiscal year. REA has about a two-year backlog of loan 
applications and those cooperatives that are unable to 
wait for their application to be processed can accept 
a 100 percent guaranteed loan. That means market 

rates for the entire loan as opposed to 5 percent 
interest on the portion borrowed from REA. Egyptian 
Electric has a loan application pending and we will 
probably have to make a decision some time this year 
as to what we are going to do. Obviously, if we opt for 
a guaranteed loan, it will mean higher interest costs, 
which must ultimately be recovered from you, the con¬ 
sumer. As your manager, I have no problem with the 
REA loan program taking a cut like everyone else if 
that is what it takes to turn the country’s fiscal affairs 
around and put them on the right track. What I per¬ 
sonally have a problem with as a taxpayer is that we 
can apparently write off six or nine billion dollars of 
military debt for Egypt and that doesn’t hurt the 
budget, but let some domestic program that benefits 
the people in this country ask for something and it is 
labeled as a budget buster. The REA program is 
probably one of the most successful programs ever 
attempted by the federal government and the loan 
repayment record is probably unequaled by any other 
federal lending or guarantee program, yet if you were 
to believe the propaganda that is being put out you 
would conclude that the REA program is one of the 
major reason for the nation’s economic ills. The basic 
truth is that we can throw away money worldwide by 
trying to protect our so called friends’ interests around 
the world and by giving them free military aid and 
equipment and we are led to believe that it does not 
hurt the budget. On the other hand, we are told that 
domestic programs that benefit the people in this coun¬ 
try are not affordable. While we are spending our 
billions protecting our “good friends,” they are using 
their billions to buy up this country and export our 
jobs overseas. We are then told that the solution to the 
problems caused by this type of foreign policy is to 
eliminate the REA program and other domestic pro¬ 
grams. I don’t buy it. 

house to gain the maximum heat from sunlight. 
Shut off this room from the rest of the house. It 
could be a room with a fireplace, wood stove, or an 
alternate heat source. Follow operating instructions 
if another heat source is used. For example, if you 
use a kerosene heater, adequate ventilation is a 
must. Store all fuels outside the home for safety 

reasons. Properly maintain wood stoves and fire¬ 
places throughout the year to prevent problems 
when emergencies arise. 

If it has been determined that the power outage 
will be extended, other measures may be necessary. 
Unplug everything in your home. Turn off breakers 
or remove fuses. You may want to leave one lighting 
circuit on so you will know when the electricity 
returns. Be sure to keep doors on refrigerators and 
freezers closed as much as possible to prevent air 
loss. Keep curtains closed on all windows except the 
south windows when the sun is shining. This will 
supply some passive solar heat in the daytime 
hours. Keep draperies closed at night. 

Following these suggestions will make it easier 
to cope with a power outage. Think ahead and 
prepare for an emergency by having a plan in your 
household. Remember to stay calm. Your electricity 
will be on as quickly as possible. The cooperative 
will work around the clock to restore your electrical 
service. 
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Satellite TV services available 
to members of Egyptian Electric 
Call toll-free 1-800-44RURAL (447-8725) 

Premium services 

No. 1-RTV 
$9.50 

PT24 WABC-New York F2-04 
HAMILTON COUNTY TELEPHONE CO-OP $4.00 WBBM-Chicago F2-02 

WXIA-Atlanta F2-12 
HIGHWAY 142 EAST OAHLGREN. IL 62828 

$5.50 Stardust Theater G2-02 

Basic services SelTV Selectv Sl-09 
$9.95 Selectv S2-09 

WGN Gl-03 
WPIX S3-09 

WTBS Superstation TBS Gl-18 

KTVT S3-05 
$1.70 

TNN Gl-02 Skyline WWOR-New York Gl-15 
CNN Gl-07 $3.00 KTLA-Los Angeles S3-15 
Headline News Gl-08 WSBK-Boston S3-03 
ESPN Gl-09 HBO HBO-East Gl-23 
CBN—Family Channel Gl-11 $7.95 HBO-West Gl-01 
USA-E Gl-21 
USA-W F3-10 Cinemax Cinemax East Gl-19 

Weather Channel G3-13 $7.95 Cinemax West F3-23 

Lifetime-E F3-17 Disney Disney East Gl-04 
Lifetime-W G3-20 $7.95 Disney West Gl-24 
Nickelodeon-E G3-10 
Nickelodeon-W G3-22 Netline KDVR-Denver Fl-20 

Country Music TV Gl-13 $5.95 KWGN-Denver Fl-14 

Nostalgia Channel F4-21 KRMA-Denver Fl-12 

Learning Channel F3-02 KUSA-Denver Fl-02 
Travel Channel F3-16 

KCN C-Denver Fl-04 
Discovery Channel Gl-22 
Superstation TBS Gl-18 KMGH-Denver Fl-06 
Arts and Entertainment Gl-12 

SEN Starion Entertainment 
$9.95 Network S3-19 

-RTV Minus ESPN $9.00 

SSN Fl-07 Fl-10 Fill 
RTV Plus KDVR, KWGN and KRMA $7.95 Fl-24 S3-21 F4-22 

Denver $14.50 

No. 4-RTV + II—RTV$ Minus ESPN $14.00 
Any 2 Combination of Disney, HBO or Cinemax for 
$14.95—or get all three for $20.95. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437. If there is a delay, please 
remain on the line until the call 

is answered. 
MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, 
and other information requested. 
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HIGH BILL COMPLAINTS 
As we expected, we have been getting a number of 

telephone calls from members who can not believe the 
amount of power they used during the last billing 
period, and some have tried to tell us that it was not 
cold and their furnace hardly ran. While we did not 
have the below zero temperatures of last winter, the 
weather from mid-December to mid-January was cold, 
damp and overcast. If you will recall how long the ice 
and snow stayed around, it will tell you that it never 
really was warm enough to do any real thawing. When 
we have weather such as that with little or no sunshine, 
it does take a lot of energy to maintain inside tem¬ 
peratures. That holds true whether the home is 
occupied or not because if the inside and outside 
temperatures are not the same, you are going to have 
heat loss. The lack of sunshine increases energy usage 
because solar heating does add heat to a house through 
the windows and absorption by the roof. For the past 
month or so, heating systems have had to make up for 
a lot of energy that was lost because we have had nearly 
continuous overcast weather. 

The accounts where we read the meter really were 
hit with the effects of the cold weather because their 
billing period ran from approximately December 15 
to January 15, and nearly the entire month was cold 
and overcast. The increase in bills was especially dra¬ 
matic because the prior billing period was very mild. 
Usages doubled or tripled over the previous month in 
a great many cases. While the self-billed accounts also 
saw a considerable increase, the December bill was 
moderated somewhat by the fact that only about half 
of the cold weather showed up in the December bill. 
However, their January bill will have more cold weather 
in it and should be higher than the December bill. 

I guess the natural tendency is to suspect the meter 
as being defective, but I can assure you that such is not 
the case. While it is always possible for a meter to go 
bad, it is very rare for it to speed up. The more likely 

case when a meter goes bad is for it to quit entirely 
or for the disc to slow down and not record all the 
usage. Meters are very reliable and accurate, but like 
any mechanical device they do wear with time and use, 
and the meter’s only moving parts, the disc and the 
dials, are affected by wear and friction. The results of 
that wear and friction, in just about every case are in 
your favor, not the cooperative’s. 

1990 
We ended 1990 in about the same manner we ended 

1989, making budget projections because of a cold 
December. While December 1990 was not as cold as 
December 1989, the cold, overcast and damp weather 
did require a lot of energy for heating and we exceeded 
budget projections by nearly three million kilowatt- 
hours, in terms of wholesale purchases. For the year, 
we had budgeted to purchase 191,600,000 kwh from 
Southern Illinois Power Co-operative and actually 
purchased approximately 195,600,000 kwh. That is 
extremely close and on the surface makes me look as 
though I have a crystal ball, but the truth is that 
although we hit the goal, we did not exactly get there 
the way I had projected on a monthly basis. With all 
the electric heating and air conditioning on our system, 
a few degrees one way or the other can make my pro¬ 
jections look good or bad. 

Financially, the cooperative had a good year even 
though December was a bad month. While it may seem 
strange to have a big month in sales and still have a 
bad month financially, it all had to so with the way we 
purchase wholesale power and sell to you at retail. Our 
wholesale purchase month runs from midnight of the 
first to midnight of the last day of the month. On the 
retail side, the billing month for the self-billed accounts 
is whenever the member reads the meter. For the billed 
accounts, the retail month runs approximately from the 
fifteenth to the fifteenth. Consequently, when we have 
a month like December where most of the cold weather 
was in the second half of the month, we do not collect 
the revenue for those sales from the billed accounts 
until the January bill. Thus, we pay for it in December 
and collect it in January. It usually averages out from 
year to year, but for the last two years we have had the 
situation where we have had a bad December from a 

revenue standpoint, but the new year sure gets off to 
a good start. It’s similar to farming where you have a 
couple of really high expense months, but hopefully 
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have a couple of high revenue months later on to make 
it up. 

SECURITY UGHTS 
We have made the decision to switch over to high- 

pressure sodium lights, and mercury vapor lights will 
not be available after our present stock of eight or nine 
lights is exhausted. We will continue to maintain the 
existing mercury lights, except where the entire head 
of the light must be replaced. In those instances, the 
mercury head will be replaced with a sodium head once 
our stock of replacement mercury heads is exhausted. 

What the new policy means to you is that probably 
somewhere down the road you will have to take a 
“yellow” light if your current light goes bad or you want 
a new or additional light installed. We have around 
2,600 lights installed and I would imagine that not 
everyone will like the sodium lights, but we have several 
reasons for making the switch. From your standpoint, 
there are a couple of advantages to sodium lights. They 
put out more light and the light output will not 
deteriorate as fast as mercury lights. I know that a lot 

of people do not believe the yellow lights are as bright, 
but the light we will use will put out about 17 percent 
more lumens than a mercury light, so you are going 
to get more light for the same dollars. 

From our standpoint, sodium lights use less energy 
and will put less peak demand on our substations. The 
lights do cost almost twice as much as a mercury light, 
but we will recover our costs in energy savings over the 
life of the lights and will be putting less peak demand 
on the power station. Looking at the cost of future 
generation and upcoming environmental costs, any¬ 
thing we can do to reduce peak load requirements 
certainly merits serious consideration. 

In order to avoid stocking two lights and confusion 
and errors, we are going to stand firm with regard to 
only sodium lights being available. 

We will stock only sodium, so there is no point in 
anyone getting upset with an employee because they 
are told that they can no longer have a mercury light. 
We rent lights strictly as a service to the membership 
and if you would prefer to install your own light, you 
are free to do so. The only requirement we have is that 

Cooperative adds 
capacity for future 

Providing adequate capacity to handle future loads 
and improving service quality and reliability are 
primary concerns for your electric cooperative. A 
number of improvements are under way on the 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative system, including major 
rebuilding of five substations. With the addition of the 
new Shawnee substation south of Murphysboro and 
15,000 kva of additional transformer capacity in other 
stations, Egyptian Electric should be in good shape 
from a capacity standpoint will into the next century. 

Your cooperative uses a construction work plan to 
organize two years of system improvements on our elec¬ 

trical system. We put a considerable amount of money 
into the system during 1990, and we continue with 
work in 1991. 

All of the completed and planned work adds up to 
a great deal of money, but it is the kind of investment 
we need to make in order to be assured that we can 
provide the kind of service you expect, when you need 
it. The investment we are making in substations during 
the two years should put your cooperative in pretty 
good shape for the next ten years or more, unless unan¬ 
ticipated growth occurs. 

This is a shot of the placing of the second transformer 
in the Keller substation, thus increasing the station 
from 2,500 kva to 5,000 kva. We also uprated the 
Finney substation from 3,750 kva to 7,500 kva and 
the Grassy substation from 2,500 kva to 5,000 kva. 
With the new station and other station uprates, we 
have added 16,250 kva to the total system capacity. 
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you can not install your own light on our transformer 
pole or any of our primary voltage poles. For safety 
reasons, we can not allow you to put a light on a pole 
that carries lines energized at 7,200 volts. We will not, 
of course, maintain a light that you install. 

FARM SHOW 
I don’t usually publicize events in this space, but we 

do help sponsor the Southern Illinois Farm Show and 
I do want to call your attention to it. It will be at Rend 
Lake College again this year and will be held from 

March 8-10. Information on the show is reproduced 
elsewhere in this center section and it looks as though 
this year’s show has a little something for everyone. 

While we are a sponsor of the show, our sponsorship 
is limited to helping in the planning and the setting 
up of the actual show. We usually assist in planning 
the electrical hookups and help the various vendors get 
established in their assigned slots. This year we will also 
be providing the electrical safety display that we have 
been taking around to the schools in our area. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437. If there is a delay, please 
remain on the line until the call 

is answered. 
MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, 
and other information requested. 

During the past year we have been involved in a number of projects to 
increase system capacity, with the major project being the construction 
of the new Shawnee substation south of Murphysboro. These photos 
show the station as it is under construction and the moving of the new 
7,500-kva transformer into the station. The transformer weighs approx¬ 
imately 40,000 pounds and costs $95,000. The entire station will cost 
in excess of $225,000 when it is completed and in service. 
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31st annual 

Southern Illinois 
Farm Show 

March 8-10 
Rend Lake College, Ina, Illinois 

Friday, March 8 — 12 noon to 7 p.m. 
Saturday, March 9 — 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Sunday, March 10 — 12 noon to 5 p.m. 

HIGH SCHOOL DAY 
Friday, March 8 

Tours, contest, exhibits, 
prizes and much 

more! 

FARM SAFETY DAY 
Saturday, March 9 

Farm and electrical safety specialists 
on-hand with seminars, discussions and 

demonstrations on up-to-date safety 
practices 

LAWN & GARDEN DAY 
Sunday, March 10 

The latest in lawn, 
garden and landscape 

materials from local 
professionals. 

“Let’s Talk Combines” 
sponsored by VCV Inc. of Lebanon 

Sc St.John Welding of Kansas and South Dakota 
10 a.m.-l p.m., Friday 

2 p.m.-5 p.m., Saturday 

“Diesels in Distress” 
How to Reclaim Lost Power 

and Efficiency 
10 a.m.-12 noon, Saturday 

Kl Show Sponsors 
College of Agriculture, Southern 

Illinois University at Carbondale 

Cooperative Extension Service 
(University of Illinois) 

Rend Lake College, Ina 

Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
Egyptian 

Monroe County 
Southern Illinois 
Tri-County 
Wayne-White Counties 
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From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

BUDGET BILLING 
Since it is now early March when I am writing this, 

we should be by the really cold months and the larger 
heating bills. Because of the colder, overcast weather 
this winter, heating bills were up and some members 
had trouble paying unexpectedly large bills. If 

unexpectedly large bills or just plain uneven bills are 
a problem for you, you should consider budget billing. 
We do offer that service, but we find that few people 
take advantage of it and more should probably avail 
themselves of it. 

I am again calling your attention to this service 
because our budget billing year runs from June through 
May and if you want to have the lowest budget payment 
possible, you need to start in June. The way we work 
the plan is to look at your total annual usage in the 
past and make an estimate for the next twelve months. 
You then pay a uniform monthly payment until the 
next May when we balance out the account and either 
bill you the amount you underpaid or give you a credit 
against the next budget year for the amount you 
overpaid. Hopefully, if the year is typical and your 
usage patterns do not change, the adjustment either 
way should be very little in May. In fact, we do monitor 
the accounts and if it should be an abnormal year with 
regard to weather and your usage is up considerably, 
we will probably contact you and raise the budget 
amount so that you will not owe a large balance in May. 
The goal is to come as close to zero as possible in the 
May adjustment. 

If you start the budget plan in June, we average your 
total expected bill over twelve months and that makes 
for the smallest payment. If you heat with electricity 
and decide you want to get on the program in 
December, your beginning average payment will be 
higher because we have less months through May in 
which to recover the higher winter heating usage. No 
matter when you start, budget billing costs you no more 
or less for your electrical service than you presently pay 

on a monthly basis. For some people it just makes it 
easier for them to be able to pay their utility bill. 

The fact that few people avail themselves of the 
service is due in large part to human nature. We tend 
to not want to pay more that we actually owe in a low 
month, but would like to pay less than what we actually 
owe in a high month. We don’t want to pay more than 
we owe because we somehow think we are losing 
interest on the money, but the realities probably are 
that we don’t keep that money invested anyway and 
there wasn’t any interest money to lose. I doubt whether 
too many members draw money out of savings each 
month to pay their utility bill. Most people are probably 
like me in that I deposit my paycheck and pay the 
monthly bills as they come due. Granted there are those 
that do a better job of money managing, but I probably 
fall in the large majority. Actually, if you start budget 
billing in June and heat and air condition with electri¬ 
city, the cooperative gets a little ahead in June, is 
behind after the air-conditioning season, gets ahead 
before the heating season and is again behind after the 
heating season. Between heating and the May bill we 
hopefully gain enough back to be pretty close to what 
you should have paid. Thus, if you look at it over the 
whole year you are probably ahead about half the time 
and behind the other half, so you have use of the money 
about the same amount of the time as you have under 
the regular monthly payment plan. 

I personally am on budget billing at my own home 
because I like knowing what my payment will be each 
month. We live in Steeleville and the utility rate we pay 
under does have the higher summer rate, so bills can 
fluctuate considerably. With budget billing we don’t 
have to worry about those large fluctuations. I, in fact, 
watch my balance on the bill and have been paying a 
little more than the budget amount each month to 
make sure I don’t wind up with a large adjustment in 
May. The utility would, of course, make the same 
adjustment in my payment amount if they thought I 
was getting too far behind, but I prefer to stay on top 
of it myself. 

If you think budget billing is something that would 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed on Friday, March 29, 

in observance of Good Friday. 
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help you pay your monthly bill, call one of our offices. 
The billing supervisor will look at your past billing 
history and will return your call to discuss the program 
and the amount you have to pay each month. It won’t 
cost anything to check it out, so give us a call if you 
have any interest at all. 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 
All of the substation work called for in our two-year 

construction plan has been completed. The new 
Shawnee substation went on line on March 1 and is 
serving approximately 500 accounts in the area south 
and southwest of Murphysboro. With the transformer 
additions and other improvements we made in many 

of our substations, we should be in excellent shape to 
handle any peaks that might occur in the next 10 years. 
There is, of course, no way of predicting when a piece 
of oil-filled equipment, such as a transformer or 
breaker, might fail, but barring that type of event our 
station reliability ought to be very good. Thanks again 
for your patience during the times we had to take 
outages to make these necessary improvements. 

PREPAID METERING 
We are still looking for a few volunteers in the 

Carbondale-Murphysboro area to participate in this 

pilot project. If you think you might be interested and 
can stop by our Murphysboro office, we do have a 
demonstration unit set up whereby you can see how 

the system works. The feedback we have gotten thus 
far from those that have the prepaid meters has been 
very positive, but we need a few more of you to try it 

so that we can get feedback from a good representative 
cross section of our membership. It is a form of budget 
billing, but you control how much you pay each time 
and when you pay it. You also have access to informa¬ 
tion off the display in your home as to how much you 
are using at any given time and you can make economic 
and conservation decisions based on those readings. 

Statement of nondiscrimination 
“Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association has filed with the 

federal government a compliance assurance in which it assures the 
Rural Electrification Administration that it will comply fully with 
all requirements of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the 
rules and regulations of the Department of Agriculture issued 
thereunder, to the end that no person in the United States shall, on 
the ground of race, color, or national origin, be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected 
to discrimination in the conduct of its program and the operation 
of its program and the operation of its program facilities. Under this 
assurance, this organization is committed not to discriminate against 
any person on the ground of race, color, or national origin in its 
policies and practices relating to treatment of beneficiaries and 
participants including rates, conditions, and extension of service, 
use of any of its facilities, attendance at and participation in any 
meetings of beneficiaries and participants of the exercise of any rights 
of such beneficiaries and participants in the conduct of the opera¬ 
tion of this organization.” 

“Any person who believes himself, or any specific class of 
individuals, to be subjected by this organization to discrimination 
prohibited by Tide VII of the Act and the rules and regulations issued 
thereunder may, by himself or a representative, file with the Secretary 
of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 20250, or the Rural Electrification 
Administration, Washington, D.C. 20250 or the organization, or all 
a written complaint. Such complaint must be filed not later than 180 
days after the alleged discrimination, or by such later date to which 
the Secretary of Agriculture or the Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion extends the time for filing. Identity of complaints will be kept 
confidential except to the extent necessary to carry out the purpose 
of the rules and regulations.” 

Add a heat pump and save 
If you heat with gas or oil and are going to replace 

you central air unit or are considering the installation 
of central air in your home, you should consider an 
add-on heat pump. Egyptian Electric is offering a $300 
rebate to those members who install an add-on heat 
pump unit in conjunction with their gas or oil furnace. 
The rebate is also available to new home builders where 
an add-on heat pump in installed with a gas or oil 
furnace. 

Perhaps you believe your heating system should have 
provided more heat for the hard-earned money you 
spent on fuel this past winter. Or maybe you’re 
thinking about installing or replacing your central air 
conditioner before summer. In both cases take a look 

at the efficient add-on electric heat pump. Only the 
heat pump can provide year-round living comfort, sup¬ 
plying nearly 80 percent of your home heating needs 
and all of your cooling requirements. 

The heat pump does not produce heat. It simply 
transfers it. In the winter the pump extracts heat from 
the cold outside air and pumps it into the house. And 
it does it efficiently, too. For every kilowatt-hour the 
pump requires to operate, it produces the equivalent 

of anywhere from one to three kilowatt-hours in heat, 
depending upon conditions. That 100 percent to 300 
percent efficiency is the highest of any heating system 
available, well above the 65 percent seasonal efficiency 
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of the average oil furnace in use. 
During the cooling season, the heat pump reverses 

its cycle and pumps heat outdoors like a conventional 
air conditioner. And the advantage of its “reverse” is 
that you don’t have to buy a separate unit for cooling. 
What is a heat pump? 

A heat pump is an extremely efficient year-round 
heating and cooling system that runs on electricity. 
During the summer, the heat pump “pumps” the heat 
inside your home to the outside, cooling and dehu- 
midifying your home in the process. In the winter, the 
heat pump “pumps” heat from the air outside to the 
air inside, heating your home. 
How does it work? 

Heat energy actually moves from a warm area to a 
cool area. This is why we insulate, to keep the warmth 
in our homes and not to keep the cold out. 

The heat pump takes advantage of this same prin¬ 
ciple. In the summer, the compressor moves the freon 
through the inside coil (evaporator) where it absorbs 
heat in the air. It then cycles through the outside unit 
(condenser) where the outside air is cooler than the 
coils. The heat radiates to the outside air, cooling the 
freon before it returns to the inside to absorb more 
heat. 

In the winter, the flow of freon is reversed. It flows 
through the outside unit (now the evaporator) where 



it absorbs heat from the outside air. From there, it goes 
to the inside coil where it radiates it’s heat to the inside 
cooler air. It is then returned to the outside unit again 
to absorb more heat energy. 

What is the difference between a heat pump 
and an add-on heat pump? 

When you install a heat pump, your contractor will 
install a complete heating package, including the out¬ 
side condenser unit, the inside evaporator coil and an 
air handler. The air handler contains the auxiliary elec¬ 
tric resistant heat strips and the fan that moves the air 
through the duct system. 

When you install an add-on heat pump, your con¬ 
tractor will use your existing furnace (electric, propane, 
fuel oil or natural gas) for the auxiliary heat and the 
fan. He will “add” the outside condenser unit and the 
inside evaporator coil to this existing system. 

When the outside temperature falls below the 
balance point, (where the home’s heat loss and the heat 

pump input are equal) your existing furnace will then 
begin to work in conjunction with the heat pump. If 
you have a fossil-fueled furnace, this creates less of a 
demand on your electric supplier as resistance heat has 
an extremely high demand. 

An add-on heat pump is normally less expensive to 
install and, depending on the system and type of 
auxiliary heat, can be less expensive to operate than 
a package heat pump. 
How much can I save? 

Your actual savings will depend on your home and 
the heat pump used. Normal savings range from 10 per¬ 
cent to 30 percent. 

Egyptian Electric has computer programs that will 
calculate the proper size equipment for your home and 
the savings that you might expect. 

Please contact your nearest cooperative office for any 
questions you might have. Remember, Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric is here to serve you, its members. 

Are you tired of 
Are you tired of being surprised when 

your electric bill unexpectedly jumps from 
one month to the next? At Egyptian 
Electric, we’re trying something now that 
might help you. We’re eliminating monthly 
bills altogether. We’ve even eliminated the 
need to read your meter each month. To 
get rid of these inconveniences and 
others, we’re introducing a pilot project 
using PowerStat, an easy, convenient 
prepayment metering system. You simply 
pay as much or as little as you want to in advance. 

With PowerStat, unpredictable electric 
usage is a thing of the past. A 
PowerStat terminal is located in your home 
and has a digital display that tells you 
what your current usage is, how much you 
used yesterday, how much you used last 
month, and how much money you have 
remaining. Using the digital display, you 
can accurately control the amount you 
spend. 

How PowerStat works 
The amount you pay is encoded on a 

magstrip card called a “PowerCard,” which 
is then given to you. Upon receiving the 
PowerCard, you simply slide it through a 
PowerStat located 
in your home. The 
PowerStat 
records the 
amount you’ve 
purchased and 
provides your 
electrical needs 
up through the 
amount purchased. 

The PowerStat allows you to monitor the 
amount remaining. So when you need more, 
you simply purchase another PowerCard 
for the amount you desire. 

unexpected bills? 
How you can manage 
your usage. 

In addition to displaying the dollar amount 
of electricity you have left, the 
PowerStat can also display your current 
rate of usage. And by flipping electric 
items on or off while 
reviewing the PowerStat 
display, you can actually 
see how much any 
electrical item is now 
costing you. This also 
allows much more accuracy in energy 
conservation since you learn which 
appliances are the most costly to use, 
especially since the displays are in dollars 
and cents, not kilowatt-hours. 

Who can participate? 
As this is a pilot project, Egyptian 

Electric is looking for 30 residences in 
the Murphysboro-Carbondale area that will 
be willing to participate in the project. 
Those residences with some type of 
electric heat will be given first priority, 
as they will receive the most benefit from 
the energy conservation features of the 
PowerStat. Second priority will be those 
with air conditioning. If you would like to 
be considered as a prospective 
participant, please contact the 
Murphysboro district office at 684-2143. 

Electric are proud to be a 
participant in this joint 
project with the Illinois 
Department of Energy and 
Natural Resources. It is 
just one of the many 
ways that we are 
investigating as to how your 
Cooperative can serve you 
better. 

We at Egyptian 
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Satellite TV services available 
to members of Egyptian Electric 
Call toll-free 1-800-44RURAL (447-8725) 

HAMILTON COUNTY TELEPHONE CO-OP 

HIGHWAY 142 EAST DAHLGREN. ft. 62828 

Basic services 

WGN Gl-03 
WPIX S3-09 

KTVT S3-05 
TNN Gl-02 
CNN Gl-07 

Headline News Gl-08 

ESPN Gl-09 

CBN—Family Channel Gl-11 
USA-E Gl-21 
USA-W F3-10 
Weather Channel G3-13 
Lifetime-E F3-17 
Lifetime-W G3-20 
Nickelodeon-E G3-10 

Nickelodeon-W G3-22 
Country Music TV Gl-13 

Nostalgia Channel F4-21 
Learning Channel F3-02 
Travel Channel F3-16 

Discovery Channel Gl-22 
Superstation TBS Gl-18 

Arts and Entertainment Gl-12 

No. 2-RTV II—RTV Minus ESPN $9.00 

No. 3-RTV + —RTV Plus KDVR, KWGN and KRMA 
Denver $14.50 

No. 4-RTV + U—RTV$ Minus ESPN $14.00 

Premium services 

PT24 WABC-New York F2-04 

$4.00 WBBM-Chicago F2-02 
WXIA-Atlanta F2-12 

$5.50 Stardust Theater G2-02 

SelTV Selectv Sl-09 

$9.95 Selectv S2-09 

WTBS 
$1.70 

Superstation TBS Gl-18 

Skyline WWOR-New York Gl-15 

$3.00 KTLA-Los Angeles S3-15 
WSBK-Boston S3-03 

HBO HBO-East Gl-23 

$7.95 HBO-West Gl-01 

Cinemax Cinemax East Gl-19 

$7.95 Cinemax West F3-23 

Disney Disney East Gl-04 

$7.95 Disney West Gl-24 

Netline KDVR-Denver Fl-20 

$5.95 K W GN-Denver Fl-14 
KRMA-Denver Fl-12 

KUSA-Denver Fl-02 

KCNC-Denver Fl-04 

KMGH-Denver Fl-06 

SEN Starion Entertainment 
$9.95 Network S3-19 

SSN Fl-07 Fl-10 Fl-11 

$7.95 FI-24 S3-21 F4-22 

Any 2 Combination of Disney, HBO or Cinemax for 
$14.95—or get all three for $20.95. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437. If there is a delay, please 
remain on the line until the call 

is answered. 
MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, 
and other information requested. 
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From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

This past winter and spring have seen some unusual 
weather, with ice and wind causing major damage in 
the state. Except for the ice in late December, we have 
escaped major damage, but systems in the northern 
part of Illinois and Indiana had catastrophic damage 
in mid-March. Major ice buildup hit Eastern Illini Elec¬ 
tric cooperative on March 12, and three systems in 
Indiana were similarly hit. Eastern Illini had hundreds 
of miles of line down and approximately 2,000 poles 
broken off, so they called on other cooperatives to assist 
them in restoring service. 

Since individual cooperatives serve relatively small 
areas, a storm usually affects the whole system and we 
can not call crews from unaffected parts of the system, 
because there are none. Larger private utilities that may 
serve over a large portion of the state can usually sum¬ 
mon crews from other parts of the state that are not 
affected to assist in localized damage. To make up for 
relatively small service areas, we have an emergency 
work plan on a statewide basis that is coordinated by 
our statewide association. When a cooperative has 
major storm trouble, it simply calls the state associa¬ 
tion and informs them of its men and equipment 
needs. The statewide then starts contacting other 
cooperatives that are not affected by the storm to line 
up help for those in trouble. The statewide maintains 
a list of men and equipment that each cooperative can 
spare to assist in emergencies and they do an efficient 
job of calling out help and coordinating where men 
and equipment are to go. 

In the March storm we were not called on to assist 
Eastern Illini, but we were requested to furnish assis¬ 
tance to Tipmont Electric Cooperative, headquartered 
in Linden, Indiana. They had damage similar to 
Eastern Illini and had approximately 8,000 members 
out of service with over 500 poles broken off. We 
responded with four men and two trucks and our men 
left on a Friday morning and returned the next week 

Sunday. They said the damage was unbelievable and 
they were told that the ice buildup on the small con¬ 
ductors was three inches in diameter. With that kind 
of ice and wind with it, there is no electrical system in 
the world that is going to stand up and take it. If the 
conductor doesn’t break under the ice load, the poles 
or crossarms will, so it is just a matter of which one 
goes first. Even the steel towers of the high voltage 
transmission lines could not take the load and the arms 
holding the wires collapsed under the load. 

I was a little reluctant to send our crews out of state 
and that far from home, but I felt that if we could help, 
we should. The forecast for the next week sounded 
good and as it turned out, we had minimal trouble 
while the crews were gone. Our men helped to get a 
lot of people back in service and I am sure the members 
of that cooperative really appreciated their efforts. 
Aside from getting people back in service, I am sure 
that we have established some goodwill in Indiana and 
may be able to get assistance from them if we should 
ever get into a similar situation. 

Just a reminder that May is the month when we start 
the new budget billing year, so if you want to be on 
budget billing with the lowest average monthly bill, now 
is the time to contact our billing department. As I said 
last month, budget billing is not of value to everyone, 
but if unexpectedly large bills are a problem for you, 
you ought to think about levelized payments under the 
budget billing plan. 

Add-on heat pumps 

The air-conditioning season is still a couple of 
months away, but you need to keep in mind our rebate 
program for add-on heat pumps in the event you need 
to replace your central air unit. If you heat with gas 
or oil and replace your central air unit, we will pay you 

$300 if you install an add-on heat pump in lieu of a 
regular air-conditioning unit. The rebate will pay most 

of the additional cost and you will then have the option 
of heating with electricity or whatever fuel you are 
using. That is a nice option to have when fuel prices 
fluctuate and the new heat pumps are very competitive 
over a wide temperature range. I know it is hard to 
think about heating when the central air unit is out and 
it is hot and humid, but that is the opportune time to 
consider installing an add-on heat pump because you 
can do it with little additional cost to you. 

(Continued on page 12b) 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
Outage calls 

I know I have said this before, but the wind damage 
we had last week leads me to believe that I did not get 
the word out. We use call diverting at the Steeleville 
office when a staff member at Murphysboro is taking 
outage calls. The system is slow in that after you reach 
the Steeleville office there is a dead time during which 
the call is being diverted to Murphysboro. Apparently 
a lot of people think nothing is happening and hang 

up before the call goes through. The system is indeed 
working, so please stay on the line to give it a chance 
to work. We would really prefer to have call forwarding 
because it is almost instantaneous, but it will not be 
available in the Steeleville area until the Percy ex¬ 
change is upgraded to an electronic exchange. Because 
of economic considerations, we are told that an 
upgrade will not happen for several more years. In the 
meantime, we will have to make do with the technology 
that is available to us. 

Are you tired of unexpected bills? 
Are you tired of being surprised when 

your electric bill unexpectedly jumps from 
one month to the next? At Egyptian 
Electric, we’re trying something now that 
might help you. We’re eliminating monthly 
bills altogether. We’ve even eliminated the 
need to read your meter each month. To 
get rid of these inconveniences and 
others, we’re introducing a pilot project 
using PowerStat, an easy, convenient 
prepayment metering system. You simply 
pay as much or as little as you want to in advance. 

With PowerStat, unpredictable electric 
usage is a thing of the past. A 
PowerStat terminal is located in your home 
and has a digital display that tells you 
what your current usage is, how much you 
used yesterday, how much you used last 
month, and how much money you have 
remaining. Using the digital display, you 
can accurately control the amount you 
spend. 

How PowerStat works 
The amount you pay is encoded on a 

magstrip card called a “PowerCard,” which 
is then given to you. Upon receiving the 
PowerCard, you simply slide it through a 
PowerStat located 
in your home. The 
PowerStat 
records the 
amount you’ve 
purchased and 
provides your 
electrical needs 
up through the 
amount purchased. 

The PowerStat allows you to monitor the 
amount remaining. So when you need more, 
you simply purchase another PowerCard 
for the amount you desire. 
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How you can manage 
your usage. 

In addition to displaying the dollar amount 
of electricity you have left, the 
PowerStat can also display your current 
rate of usage. And by flipping electric 
items on or off while 
reviewing the PowerStat 
display, you can actually 
see how much any 
electrical item is now 
costing you. This also 
allows much more accuracy in energy 
conservation since you learn which 
appliances are the most costly to use, 
especially since the displays are in dollars 
and cents, not kilowatt-hours. 

Who can participate? 
As this is a pilot project, Egyptian 

Electric is looking for 30 residences in 
the Murphysboro-Carbondale area that will 
be willing to participate in the project. 
Those residences with some type of 
electric heat will be given first priority, 
as they will receive the most benefit from 
the energy conservation features of the 
PowerStat. Second priority will be those 
with air conditioning. If you would like to 
be considered as a prospective 
participant, please contact the 
Murphysboro district office at 684-2143. 

We at Egyptian Electric are proud to be a 
participant in this joint 
project with the Illinois 
Department of Energy and 
Natural Resources. It is 
just one of the many 
ways that we are 
investigating as to how your 
Cooperative can serve you 
better. 



Satellite TV services available 
to members of Egyptian Electric 
Call toll-free 1-800-44RURAL (447-8725) 

Premium services 

No. 1-RTV 
$9.50 

PT24 WABC-New York F2-04 
HAMILTON COUNTY TELEPHONE CO-OP $4.00 WBBM-Chicago F2-02 

WXIA-Atlanta F2-12 warn HIGHWAY 142 EAST DAHLGREN. IL 62828 
$5.50 Stardust Theater G2-02 

Basic services SelTV Selectv Sl-09 
$9.95 Selectv S2-09 

WON Gl-03 
WPIX S3-09 WTBS Superstation TBS Gl-18 

KTVT S3-05 
$1.70 

TNN Gl-02 Skyline WWOR-New York Gl-15 
CNN Gl-07 $3.00 KTLA-Los Angeles S3-15 
Headline News Gl-08 WSBK-Boston S3-03 
ESPN Gl-09 HBO HBO-East Gl-23 
CBN—Family Channel Gl-11 $7.95 HBO-West Gl-01 
USA-E Gl-21 
USA-W F3-10 Cinemax Cinemax East Gl-19 
Weather Channel G3-13 $7.95 Cinemax West F3-23 
Lifetime-E F3-17 Disney Disney East Gl-04 
Lifetime-W G3-20 $7.95 Disney West Gl-24 
Nickelodeon-E G3-10 
Nickelodeon-W G3-22 Netline KDVR-Denver Fl-20 

Country Music TV Gl-13 $5.95 KWGN-Denver Fl-14 

Nostalgia Channel F4-21 KRMA-Denver Fl-12 

Learning Channel F3-02 KUSA-Denver Fl-02 
Travel Channel F3-16 

KCNC-Denver Fl-04 Discovery Channel Gl-22 
Superstation TBS Gl-18 KMGH-Denver Fl-06 
Arts and Entertainment Gl-12 

SEN Station Entertainment 
$9.95 Network S3-19 -RTV Minus ESPN $9.00 

SSN Fl-07 Fl-10 Fill 
RTV Plus KDVR, KWGN and KRMA $7.95 Fl-24 S3-21 F4-22 

Denver $14.50 

No. 4-RTV + II—RTV$ Minus ESPN $14.00 
Any 2 Combination of Disney, HBO or Cinemax for 
$14.95—or get all three for $20.95. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437. If there is a delay, please 
remain on the line until the call 

is answered. 
MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, 
and other information requested. 
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Easy tips for managing home energy use 
There are many ways to save electricity, but saving 

is only one part of home energy management. Enjoy¬ 
ing the benefits of electricity is a big part, too. Elec¬ 
tricity brings you comfort, convenience, power and 
value. Use it wisely and safely. 

Here are some easy tips for managing your home 
energy use. 

Major appliances 
When buying a major appliance, shop for efficiency. 

For example, many new electric heat-pump water 
heaters are twice as efficient as the models commonly 
found in homes today. Consumer information on 
energy efficiency is included on the label for most 
major appliances. 

Air leaks 
It is hard to make an older home too “air tight.” An 

eighth-inch crack around a door lets in as much air as 
a hole the size of a basketball. Weatherstrip and plug 
air leaks for savings and comfort year-round. About 
one-tenth of all air leaks passes through electric switch 
and outlet plates on uninsulated walls. Inexpensive 
foam insulators that fit behind the switch plates pay 
back fast. 

Heating and cooling 
Heating and cooling are your biggest energy users. 

To get the most out of your system, clean air filters 
regularly. Dust vents or baseboards, and do not block 
them with furniture or drapes. Every few years have 
a service professional check your system to increase 

both savings and comfort. 

Windows 
Be window wise. Shade your windows from the sum¬ 

mer sun. During winter days, let the sun shine in: then 
cover windows at night to keep the heat from escap¬ 
ing. Use close-fitting shades or mount drapes from floor 
to ceiling for best results. 

Hidden power users 
Don’t forget to manage hidden electricity users. Well 

pumps, sump pumps, pool pumps, space heaters, 
waterbed heaters, furnace fans, dehumidifiers, self¬ 
cleaning ovens and hobby tools all use electricity. Keep 
them well maintained. Put a timer on your waterbed 
heater; keep the bed covered. 

Lighting 
Enjoy quality lighting indoors and out by investing 

in efficient bulbs. Shop to get more “lumens”—or light 
output—per ’’watt.” New quiet, color-corrected fluores¬ 
cent lights can be three to 10 times cheaper over the 
long haul than standard bulbs, even considering the 
initial higher purchase price. 

Showerhead 
The one energy-saving device with the quickest 

payback for most families is the water-saving 
showerhead. Splurge $8 to $15 for a high-quality model 
that gives a good spray of 1.5 to 2 gallons per minute, 
and you may like it more than your old water-wasting 
showerhead. 

Places to Look: 

Hide and seek with air leaks 
Many places can be easily overlooked 

in the search for heat loss. The diagram 
is a checklist of places for you to look. 

On a chilly day, when there’s a 20 
degree difference between the outside 
and inside of your home, run your hand 
across the places shown. If you feel a rush 
of cold air, you’ve won the high-and-seek 
game with a leak. You can now caulk it, 
weatherstrip it, patch it or cover it with 
insulated drapes. Doing any of these will 
save you heat and money. 

So play hide and seek with leaks—and 
save your heat. 
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From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

LINE CONTRACTS 
Every once in awhile we have an incident happen 

where a vehicle or farm machinery come into contact 
with the primary phase wire and in some cases the tires 
are burned off the vehicles or equipment. The ques¬ 
tion then comes up as to what should the person do 
who is either inside the vehicle or on a tractor when 
the tires are smoking and the powerline is in contact 
with the vehicle or equipment? The number one rule 
is that no matter what, do not step out of a car or off 
a tractor when a power line is making contact with 
either the vehicle or farm equipment. The general 
recommendation would be that unless there is danger 
of the vehicle or equipment catching on fire, stay inside 
or on top, if it is a tractor, until a utility lineman tells 
you the line is dead and it is safe to dismount. 

If there is a danger of fire and you believe it is 
necessary to abandon the vehicle or equipment, it is 
imperative that you jump free of the vehicle or equip¬ 
ment and do not touch it once you hit the ground. I 
repeat, you must jump free and do NOT touch the vehi¬ 
cle or equipment once you hit the ground. To step out 
of a vehicle or off a tractor could be fatal. 

Why are you safe in a car or on a tractor, but in mor¬ 
tal danger if you step out of the vehicle or off the trac¬ 
tor? The simple answer is that while you are in the car 
or on the tractor, you are not the path to ground that 
the current is taking. The reason that the tires are 
smoking or burning is that the current is going through 
the tires to ground and is causing the tires to heat up 
and in some cases, burn. If you step out of a vehicle, 
the instant your foot hits the ground and you are still 
in contact with the vehicle, you are now the path to 
ground because your body will offer less resistance to 
current flow than the tires. Thus, the current will flow 
through your body and the results can be fatal. 

Why does the power stay on after the line falls on 
a vehicle or farm equipment? The reason is that the 
tires act as an insulator and keep the automatic circuit 
breakers from tripping off the line. Our circuit 

breakers are designed to trip at twice the rates load cur¬ 
rent. Thus, a 50 amp circuit breaker will trip if the fault 
current exceeds 100 amps of current. Unfortunately, 
tires will let enough short circuit current to leak over 
to cause them to heat up, but offer too much resistance 
to allow enough short circuit current to flow that would 
trip the automatic circuit breaker. Thus, there is a good 
chance that the tires will catch on fire and burn and 
the line will stay energized until a better ground con¬ 
tact is made. Sometimes, when the tires burn to the 
point where they blow, the rims will then make con¬ 
tact with the ground and the ground contact is good 
enough that there will be sufficient short circuit cur¬ 
rent to trip the breaker. You can not, however, ever 
assume that the line is dead. 

To summarize, a downed power line should be 
handled as follows: 

1. Always assume that it is energized. Do not touch 
it and immediately call the electric utility. 

2. If you are in a vehicle or on a tractor and a power 
line comes into contact with it, stay where you are 
unless there is a danger of a fire. Assume that the line 
is energized until a utility worker tells you otherwise. 
If help comes along, tell them to stay clear of the line 
and the vehicle or equipment and to call the electric 
utility for assistance. 

3. If you must leave the vehicle or equipment, jump 
completely clear and do not touch any part of it once 
you hit the ground. Do not step out or off anything 
that is contact with an electric wire. Once you are clear, 
stay away until a utility worker tells you that the line 
is de-energized. Also, keep everyone else away no mat¬ 
ter how knowledgeable they may think they are. Only 
a utility lineman is qualified to tell you when it is safe. 

The final word is not to panic when you get into a 
situation where a power line is down on top of your 
vehicle or a piece of farm equipment. Take a minute 
to think that you are still alive and unless you were hurt 
in a crash, you are uninjured. If you stay calm and 
assess your situation calmly, your chances are excellent 
that you will come through it in great shape. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
While it seems to us that we just had an annual 

meeting, it is that time of year when we have to do the 
planning and make the arrangements to hold the next 
one. The annual meeting for 1991 has been set for 
July 25, so you might want to mark your calendars. 
Elsewhere in this section is additional information in 

(Continued on page 12b) 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
regard to the annual meeting. 

SPRAYING 
It is that time of year when we will again be spray¬ 

ing right-of-ways. We plan to operate a crew out of each 
office and our spraying season will run approximately 
from mid May to mid September. Spraying is one of 
the tools we use to control brush on the right-of-ways 

in order to provide you reliable service at an economic 
cost. All of our applicators are state tested and we use 
only those chemicals that are EPA approved. 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed on Monday, May 27, 

in observance of Memorial Day. 

Five outstanding area high school students will represent Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association in the 
nation's capital during a week-long tour this summer. The five were grand prize winners in the cooperative's 
"Youth to Washington" essay contest. From left are Kevin Leifer, EECA board president; Elizabeth Gerlach, 
Steeleville High School student; Eric Faulkner, Deryk McDowell, Angie Snyder and Jennifer Lecocq, all students 
at Murphysboro High School, and Harry Kuhn, Egyptian Electric manager. The five students were selected 
at Egyptian Electric's essay banquet on Tuesday, April 16, in Carbondale. They will tour Washington, D.C., 
from June 14-21, with some 60 other students representing other Illinois electric and telephone cooperatives. 
The Egyptian Electric students entered the contest by writing essays on the topic "Election Reform: Should 
Campaign Spending be Limited?" 

Five students earn Washington trip 
Five area high school students have won all-expense- 

paid trips to the nation’s capital this summer in 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association’s “Youth to 
Washington” contest. Eric Faulkner, Jennifer Lecocq, 
Deryk McDowell and Angie Snyder, all of Murphysboro 
High School; and Elizabeth Gerlach of Steeleville High 
School are the five grand prize winners. 

The students wrote on the subject “Election Reforms: 
Should Campaign Spending be Limited?” The winners 
were joined by other finalists and their parents at the 
cooperative’s essay banquet in Carbondale on Tuesday, 
April 16. 

The winners were chosen from entries submitted by 
area high school students. Other top finalists included: 
Schavonne Richardson, Steeleville High School; 
Rebeca Lynn Korando, Mississippi Valley High School; 
and Toby Harms of Marissa High School. 

Faulkner is the son of Judy Faulkner, Lecocq is the 
daughter of Daniel and Judith Lecocq, McDowell is the 
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son of David and Denise McDowell, Snyder is the 
daughter of David and Mary Jane Snyder and Gerlach 
is the daughter of Kenneth and Judy Gerlach. 

All the finalists were part of a group representing 
Egyptian Electric at “Rural Electric and Telephone 
Youth Day” in Springfield on Wednesday, April 10. 
Some 150 students from areas downstate Illinois met 
with state government leaders and toured the many 
sites of the state capital. 

The five winning students will represent Egyptian 
Electric on the “Youth to Washington” tour June 14-21. 
During the week-long tour they will visit the many 
historic sites of Washington, D.C., and meet with 
government officials and U.S. Senators and Con¬ 
gressmen from Illinois, including Congressmen Glenn 
Poshard and Terry Bruce and Senators Alan Dixon and 
Paul Simon. 

Harry Kuhn, manager of Egyptian Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, welcomed the group and praised the students’ 



efforts. “It’s inspiring to see these talented young peo¬ 
ple who are interested in learning more about coop¬ 
eratives and government. Our experience has been that 
the students who participate eventually evolve to posi¬ 
tions of leadership. We think that you have a lot to look 
forward to.” 

Judges at the essay contest were Dr. David Kenney, 

professor of political science at Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale and former director of the 
Illinois Department of Conservation, Victor Turner, 
staff assistant to Congressman Glenn Poshard; and 
John Freitag, Youth to Washington Tour Director at 
the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 
Springfield. 

Nominating Committee appointed 
To: Members of Egyptian Electric Cooperative 

Association 
Pursuant to the By-Laws of the Cooperative and in 

compliance with the United States Department of 
Agriculture Rural Electrification Administration 
Revised Bulletin 20-19, notice is hereby given to the 
members of the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion that the Cooperative will hold its 53rd annual 
meeting of its members on Thursday evening July 25, 
1991, at 7:30 p.m., in the Steeleville American Legion 
meeting room located on the west side of town and a 
block south of Broadway. 

Notice is further given that the terms of office of 
directors Hubert L. Chapman, Carbondale; Dale A. 
Smith, Cutler; and John E. Steele, Campbell Hill; will 
expire at said annual meeting. 

Notice is further given that the board of directors 
of the Cooperative have appointed the following 
named persons as a nominating committee: 

Homer Bunselmeyer 
Stuart Langrehr 
Melvin Paul 
Irvin E. Phoenix 
Leonard Priebe 
Mike Robison 
William Schrader 
Carl Stanfield 
Richard Winter 

Rockwood 
Evansville 
Marissa 
Ava 
Campbell Hill 
Hurst 
Pinckneyville 
Carbondale 
Pinckneyville 

Notice is further given that the above nominating 
committee will meet at the Steeleville office of the 

Cooperative, located at the west edge of Steeleville, 
Illinois, on Monday, June 3, 1991, at 8 p.m., for the 
purpose of nominating candidates for election to the 
board of directors, and that all members interested may 
attend said meeting and participate. 

The by-laws also provide that the nominating com¬ 
mittee, upon making their nominations, shall prepare 
and post at the office of the Cooperative, at least 30 
days before the annual meeting, a list of nominations 
for directors. 

The by-laws further provide that any 15 or more 
members may make other nominations in writing over 
their signature not less than 25 days prior to the 
meeting. Additional nominations may be made from 
the floor at the meeting. 

The by-laws provide that each active member shall 
be entitled to one vote upon each matter submitted to 
a vote at the meeting of the members and that proxy 
voting is prohibited. 

A member having questions regarding the above 
proceedings may contact any officer or member of 
the board of directors for clarification or further 
information. 

Copies of the by-laws of the Cooperative are available 
and can be obtained at the Cooperative offices located 
at Steeleville and Murphysboro, or mailed to you upon 
your request. 

Respectfully submitted, 
John E. Steele, Secretary 

Air conditioner check-up time 
Isn’t this time of year great? 

Spring breezes are just right for 

line-drying clothes, airing out the 
house and enjoying outdoor ac¬ 
tivities. The weather isn’t too hot or 
too cold. It just doesn’t seem right 
to be thinking about your air con¬ 

ditioner, does it? However, before 
you realize it, summer will arrive 
with its hot, muggy weather. Plans 
for reliable summer air condi¬ 

tioning should begin now with a 
spring check-up of your central or 
window air conditioning unit or 
heat pump system. 

You can take care of most of 
the maintenance. Clean the coils, 

replace the filters, lubricate the 
motor and check the belts. Review 
your owner’s manual for proper 
start-up procedures. During the 
summer, regular maintenance pro¬ 
cedures should also include keeping 
grass, leave, shrubbery and other 

obstructions away from outside 
units. Indoor coils should be 

cleaned with a vacuum cleaner or 
brush periodically, while outdoor 
coils are sprayed with a garden 
hose. Be sure the vents in your 

home are not blocked by furniture, 
curtains or rugs. 

If your equipment needs ser¬ 
vicing, contact a reputable repair¬ 
man. He can take care of the more 
difficult tasks such as checking ther¬ 
mostats and sensors, recharging the 

refrigerant and testing pressure. 

Well-maintained air conditioning 
equipment will not only keep you 
more comfortable this summer — 
it will operate more efficiently and 
save you money! 
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Are you tired of unexpected bills? 
Are you tired of being surprised when 

your electric bill unexpectedly jumps from 
one month to the next? At Egyptian 
Electric, we’re trying something now that 
might help you. We’re eliminating monthly 
bills altogether. We’ve even eliminated the 
need to read your meter each month. To 
get rid of these inconveniences and 
others, we’re introducing a pilot project 
using PowerStat, an easy, convenient 
prepayment metering system. You simply 
pay as much or as little as you want to in advance. 

With PowerStat, unpredictable electric 
usage is a thing of the past. A 
PowerStat terminal is located in your home 
and has a digital display that tells you 
what your current usage is, how much you 
used yesterday, how much you used last 
month, and how much money you have 
remaining. Using the digital display, you 
can accurately control the amount you 
spend. 

How PowerStat works 
The amount you pay is encoded on a 

magstrip card called a “PowerCard,” which 
is then given to you. Upon receiving the 
PowerCard, you simply slide it through a 
PowerStat located 
in your home. The 
PowerStat 
records the 
amount you’ve 
purchased and 
provides your 
electrical needs 
up through the 
amount purchased. 

The PowerStat allows you to monitor the 
amount remaining. So when you need more, 
you simply purchase another PowerCard 
for the amount you desire. 

How you can manage 
your usage. 

In addition to displaying the dollar amount 
of electricity you have left, the 
PowerStat can also display your current 
rate of usage. And by flipping electric 
items on or off while 
reviewing the PowerStat 
display, you can actually 
see how much any 
electrical item is now 
costing you. This also 
allows much more accuracy in energy 
conservation since you learn which 
appliances are the most costly to use, 
especially since the displays are in dollars 
and cents, not kilowatt-hours. 

Who can participate? 
As this is a pilot project, Egyptian 

Electric is looking for 30 residences in 
the Murphysboro-Carbondale area that will 
be willing to participate in the project. 
Those residences with some type of 
electric heat will be given first priority, 
as they will receive the most benefit from 
the energy conservation features of the 
PowerStat. Second priority will be those 
with air conditioning. If you would like to 
be considered as a prospective 
participant, please contact the 
Murphysboro district office at 684-2143. 

We at Egyptian Electric are proud to be a 
participant in this joint 
project with the Illinois 
Department of Energy and 
Natural Resources. It is 
just one of the many 
ways that we are 
investigating as to how your 
Cooperative can serve you 
better. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437. If there is a delay, please 
remain on the line until the call 

is answered. 
MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, 
and other information requested. 
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From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

SUMMER WEATHER 
The last couple of weeks of May have been very 

warm, and the ninety-day forecast I saw last week 
predicted above-normal temperatures and below- 
normal moisture. That sounds like a hot and dry sum¬ 
mer and means that the air conditioners will get a 
workout. That will mean higher electric bills and there 
is not a whole lot we can do about it if we want to be 
dry and comfortable. We can, of course, help ourselves 
a little by making sure that the furnace filters are always 
clean so that there is no restriction of the air flow and 
we can set up the thermostat a little. In this area with 
its high humidity, drying out the air is probably more 
important to our comfort level than the actual tem¬ 
perature and we really don’t need to keep our homes 
as cool as we might think in order to be comfortable. 
So, if higher cooling bills raise your personal tem¬ 
perature, you might try raising your thermostat settings 
and see if you can still maintain the humidity at a com¬ 
fortable level. 

While they may be forecasting a hot summer, the one 
thing that you do have going for you is that your 
cooperative does not increase the rate during the sum¬ 
mer season, so you do not pay a penalty for running 
your air conditioner. 

LINE CONTACTS 
Since I wrote last month’s article, we had another 

situation where a spray rig hooked a guy wire and 
pulled the line over on top of the rig. Fortunately, 

everyone concerned did exactly what they should have 
done and no one was injured. The operator of the rig 
stayed in the truck and everyone else stayed clear. A 
call was immediately made to us and we took steps to 

de-energize the line and all ended well. The key to a 
happy ending to such a situation is everyone remaining 
calm and taking the correct action, as was done in this 

case. In case you did not see last month’s magazine, I 
will repeat the general procedure to follow when a 
power line is down on a vehicle or piece of equipment. 

It is as follows: 
1. Always assume that the line is energized. 
2. Unless there is fire or danger of fire, the oc¬ 

cupants of the vehicle or the operator of the equipment 
should stay put. 

3. If there is fire or a real threat of fire and you must 
abandon the vehicle or equipment, jump clear. Under 
no circumstances should you ever step out or off 
something that is in contact with an electric line, 
because the instant your foot hits the ground and you 
are still in contact with the vehicle or equipment, you 
are the path to ground for the current and the results 
can be fatal. 

4. Anyone on the ground is just as much at risk, so 
it is extremely important that no one on the scene 
touch any portion of the vehicle, equipment or the 
power line. Tell everyone on the scene to stay entirely 
clear and have someone call the utility. 

5. It is not safe to dismount until a lineman from 
the utility tells you it is safe to do so. 

6. It is not uncommon for the current to leak over 
the vehicle’s tires and causing them to heat up and 
smoke and possibly burn. Smoking tires do not mean 
your vehicle is necessarily about to burn up, so calmly 
assess your situation before taking any action. 

I normally do not repeat something this soon, but 
in the interest of getting the word to those who do not 
read this space each month, I will take a chance on 
boring the rest of you. 

ACID RAIN 
As most everyone knows by now, an acid rain bill 

did become law and the potential impact is making the 

Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association 

annual meeting 
Date — July 25, 1991 
Where — American Legion Hall 

South Chester Street 
Steeleville 

Time — 7:30 p.m. 
Speaker — Lewis Baumgartner, "the world's 

worst farmer," from Ragweed 
Ranch in Cockleburr County. 
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news on a regular basis. There has been quite a bit of 
activity to try to keep the Illinois coal industry viable 
and to require state utilities to install scrubbers and 
burn Illinois coal as opposed to burning western coal. 
We, of course, do have a wet scrubber on our largest 
unit and are committed to burning southern Illinois 
coal, and what is being proposed probably wouldn’t 
affect us that much except that we do have a very vested 
interest in the coal mining industry remaining viable 
and healthy in southern Illinois. Without a healthy 
mining industry we won’t be able to buy coal at 
prices that are competitive with imported coal. Also 
a considerable amount of the electrical load and the 
economy of southern Illinois are tied to coal and the 
loss of the industry would hurt us all. 

I noted with interest that when it was proposed that 
utilities be required to install scrubbers, there was 
opposition to giving the utilities the unqualified right 

to pass along the costs. The argument made was that 
utilities might gold plate the scrubbers and pass the 
costs along to the consumers. I suppose being a utility 
manager that I am somewhat biased, but I can never 
understand why utilities are suspected of sinister 
motives or are accused of mismanagement or greed 
whenever it is necessary to raise rates. Almost every¬ 
thing else in our economy goes up each year, except 
what farmers may get for their product, and little for¬ 
mal protest is made. We may gripe a little and com¬ 
plain about the high cost of everything, but we don’t 
see any groups forming to fight the high cost of 
groceries or cars or new homes. 

What seems to be lacking on the part of the general 

public and some people who push causes, such as acid 
rain control, is a clear understanding that there is a 
real cost associated with these causes and there is no 
free lunch. For every dollar we spend on air pollution 
control or PCB disposal, we in turn must collect that 
dollar from you. Our only business is to sell you elec¬ 
tricity and you are our only source of revenue. Every 
law that mandates us to spend money is really a direct 
tax on you and we are the collectors. Right now, we 
charge you over a penny per kilowatt-hour for pollu¬ 
tion control costs and while that does not seem like 
much, if you use 2,000 kilowatt-hours a month it costs 
you $20 a month. 

Many people would say that they would gladly pay 
the $20 for clean air, and I would too, but there are 
similar costs in the price of your car and many other 
things you buy. Down the road it will be in your dry 
cleaning bill, in bakery products and many other things 
that will be affected by the clean air bill. Whatever the 
costs and whether or not you would gladly pay them 
or not, the realities are that the ultimate consumer has 
to pay the bill and that is you and I. Businesses have 
no choice but to pass along the cost they incur and we 
really shouldn’t fault them for charging us for things 
we say we want and are willing to pay for. 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed on Thursday, July 4, 

in observance of Independence Day. 

and other problems Surges, noise 
Ever notice all of your digital 

clocks suddenly flashing 12:00 and 
it’s not lunch time? You probably 
had a power interruption. 

Normal power interruptions we 
wouldn’t have noticed with round 
or analog clocks can disrupt our use 
of computers, VCR’s and the other 
electronic devices in our homes. 

Several devices are available for 
protecting your equipment. Know¬ 

ing something about the cause of 
power interruptions can help you 
choose the right protection. 

There are four main kinds of 
power disturbances that can affect 
electronic equipment—surges or 
spikes (also called transients), noise, 
voltage fluctuation and power 
outages. Surges and noise account 

for nearly 90 percent of all power 
disturbances. 

Sensitive electronic recording 

equipment is often needed to iden¬ 
tify spikes or surges because they 
don’t last long enough to be seen. 
These brief spikes can push voltage 
levels five to 10 times above normal. 
They can also cause computer pro¬ 
grams to stop running, erase data 
stored in memory and damage com¬ 
puter hardware and other elec¬ 
tronic equipment. 

The most common cause of 
low-level spikes and surges is the 
switching on and off of household 
electric motors. To be sure elec¬ 
tronic equipment is undisturbed, it 
should be connected to a specifi¬ 

cally dedicated circuit that is pro¬ 
tected by a surge suppressor. At $20 
to $60 these are the least costly of 
the protective devices. 

These suppressors will also con¬ 
trol electrical “noise.” This “noise” 
can be created by radio transmis¬ 

sions, fluorescent lights, light 
dimmers, etc. Noise can cause unex¬ 
plained computer “glitches.” 
less than 30 milliseconds (1000 
milliseconds = 1 second) can cause 
computer memory loss and equip¬ 
ment damage. You wouldn’t even 
notice it. Voltage fluctuations are 
usually indicated by flickering or 
dimming lights, or a shrinking TV 

screen. Again, low or high voltage 
can result from overloaded house¬ 
hold circuits or the starting of 
motors. Continued, uncorrected 

fluctuations can cause early failure 
of internal electronic parts. Power 
outages involve the total interrup¬ 
tion of electricity and generally 
results from damage to the utility 
lines (lightning, auto wrecks, etc.) or 
from circuit overloads in the home. 
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Outdoor work a pleasure with electric tools 
Tired of pulling your guts out to start your lawn 

mower? Is your gas-powered weed trimmer refusing its 
meals? Are you fed up with food from your patio grill 
that tastes like crude oil? Are the mosquitoes threaten¬ 
ing to carry you and your loved ones away? 

Often, it is too hot for hassles. Fortunately, there is 
an electric alternative for almost every outdoor task— 
from mowing grass to lighting the charcoal to zapping 
bugs—that will leave more time for enjoyable pursuits. 

One flip of a switch on an electric mower takes the 
place of repeated and often fruitless pulls on a starter 
rope. An enlightened member says, “You usually can’t 
hear for two hours after using a gas mower. If everyone 
used electric mowers there would be a lot less noise. 
All you hear with an electric is the click of the grass 
being cut.” 

An electric weed trimmer never runs out of gas and 
its fuel doesn’t need mixing. A couple of electric bug 
zappers can replace countless cans of insecticide— 
without harming the environment. 

And if you’ve ever suffered through a cookout unable 
to get the charcoal started (despite repeated dowsings 
with lighter fluid), try an electric charcoal lighter. This 
device is a coil that works like the burner on your elec¬ 
tric stove. You place the coil on a bed of charcoal, cover 
it with more charcoal, and plug it in. Minutes later the 
charcoal is ready to use, without the fuss, the explo¬ 
sion, the smell or the taste of lighter fluid. 

Better yet, get an electric grill. These grills are safe, 
with no open flames or danger of explosion. Use 
hickory or mesquite chips to create the flavor of a char¬ 
coal fire without the mess. And they are efficient too, 
costing about 15 cents per cookout to operate. Turn 
it on high for 10 minutes and it’s ready to cook. 

Often, yard work leaves a mess of leaves and grass 
clippings behind. Cleanup is no problem with an elec¬ 
tric leaf blower. This device is a powerful fan that 
directs a blast of air where you point it. They come in 
handy when autumn drops a tree full of leave in your 
yard. 

If painting the house is on your “to-do” list, trade 
in your brush for an airless paint sprayer. Painting with 
a sprayer eliminates brush marks and actually uses less 
paint than a brush or roller. And it can cut in half the 
time it takes to paint. 

If the cord is a problem, cordless equipment is 
available. In the past, rechargeable, battery-powered 
equipment lacked power. New technology has changed 
this, however. Cordless models may be your best bet 
if you don’t have a lot of outdoor electric outlets. 

If you invest in battery-powered equipment, do the 
recharging at night when demand for electricity is 
traditionally low. 

In many cases, adding strategically placed outlets is 
cheaper than buying several extension cords. 
Generally, 200 feet is the longest practical length for 

an extension cord. Beyond this, a voltage drop occurs 
that may cause your equipment to function improperly. 
The National Electrical Code specifies a ground fault 
circuit interrupter (GFCI) for any outdoor electric 
outlets. The GFCI will shut off the power quicker than 
the blink of an eye should a short circuit occur. If your 
home doesn’t have GFCI outlets, you should consider 
replacing them. In any case, always use three conduc¬ 
tor cords and double-insulated tools. 

Given a choice, most people would rather go fishing 
than cut the grass at this time of the year. So why not 
make your yardwork as pleasant as possible? Do it 
electrically. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437. If there is a delay, please 
remain on the line until the call 

is answered. 
MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, 
and other information requested. 
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Standby power 
Insurance against Mother Nature 

Purchasing a standby generator is comparable to 
buying fire insurance — you may never need it, but 
it is invaluable when trouble arrives. 

Although our electrical system is highly dependable 
and reliable, it is subject to the whims of Mother Nature 
— tornadoes, ice storms or destructive high winds. 

How well are you prepared to handle a prolonged 
outage? Now is the time to take inventory of your home 
and farm. Determine how you would pump water, milk 
cows, handle feed, keep pipes from freezing, as well as 
provide heat and ventilation for livestock. How will you 
heat your own home, keep frozen and perishable foods 
from spoiling and operate sump pumps and other 
necessary equipment? 

Now is the time to sit down and carefully inventory 
your electrical needs. Assume that you will experience 
extended outages that could cause you not only incon¬ 
venience, but also financial loss. The cooperative does 
not sell standby generators, but we do have personnel 
available to help you analyze your load and make 
proper recommendations. And also remember, that 
standby generators are not normally stocked in any 
quantity, so don’t plan on purchasing one after an 
outage occurs. 

Remember, too, the installation of any standby 
equipment requires a positive double-throw type of 

switch. Operating a standby generator without a 
properly installed double-throw switch is extremely 
dangerous and could result in financial liability. 

Let us help you guard against any of those “acts of 
God” no one can foresee. 
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Invitation from the 
board of directors 
to the annual meeting Liefer 

On behalf of the board of directors of Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, I extend a personal invitation to 
attend your cooperative’s 53rd annual meeting. The 
meeting will be held at Steeleville’s American Legion 
Hall on Thursday, July 25, 1991. The hall is air- 
conditioned and has been very comfortable the past 
annual meetings in spite of the summer heat. 

Registration will began at 6 p.m., and each member 
registering will receive an attendance gift. All members 
registered by 7:30 p.m. will be included in the draw¬ 
ing for 10 “early bird” prizes, which will be $20 credits 
to be applied on an electric bill. At the conclusion of 
the meeting, all members present will be eligible for 
the drawing of other attendance prizes as well as the 
two grand prizes of a $100 credit to be applied to an 
electric bill. There will also be a drawing for the 
Anniversary prize, which will be a 20-inch color TV 
with remote control. 

As in the past few years, we are planning a very short 
business meeting to conduct the necessary business 
affairs of the cooperative, and we will conclude the 
meeting with Lewis Baumgartner as our guest speaker. 
Additional information on Mr. Baumgartner is in¬ 
cluded elsewhere in this section. His presentation has 
been well received by many annual meeting groups, 
and I believe you will also enjoy him. 

From past experience, the most effective method of 
getting word to the members about the annual meeting 
is for those reading this announcement to tell others 
about the meeting. Please help us out and remind your 
friends and neighbors about the annual meeting. Bet¬ 
ter yet, bring them with you and let’s have a big turnout. 

This is your opportunity to participate in the opera¬ 
tion of your cooperative, and we promise to keep the 
meeting short and get you home at a reasonably early 
hour. 

Kevin L. Liefer, President 
Board of Directors 

Official Notice 
    

Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative 
Association 

53rd Annual Meeting 
July 25, 1991 7:30 p.m. 

American Legion Hall 
South Chester Street 

Steeleville, Illinois 
Action will be taken on the following 
matters: 
1. Report on the number of members present, in 

order to determine the existence of a quorum. 
2. Reading of the notice of the meeting and proof 

of the due publication or mailing thereof, or 
the waiver or waivers of notice of the meeting 
as the case may be. 

3. Reading of unapproved minutes of previous 
meeting of the members and the taking of 
necessary action thereon. 

4. Presentation and consideration of reports of 
officers, trustees and committees. 

5. Election of board members. 
6. Unfinished business. 
7. New business. 
8. Adjournment. 

John E. Steele, Secretary 
Board of Directors 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
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Minutes of the Nominating Committee 
The Nominating Committee, in compliance with the 

by-laws of the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion, met in Steeleville, Illinois, in the office of the 
Cooperative, on June 3, 1991, at 8 p.m., to nominate 
candidates for the office of director of the Cooperative 
to serve for a three-year term and to be voted upon by 
the membership of the Cooperative in its annual 
meeting to be held on July 25, 1991, in the Steeleville 
American Legion Hall. 

Attorney William Broom opened the meeting by 
stating that the purpose of the Nominating Commit¬ 
tee is to nominate candidates for the office of director 
of the Cooperative, and that the terms of Mr. Hubert 
Chapman, Mr. Dale A. Smith, and Mr. John E. Steele 
were expiring this year. 

A roll call of the members of the Nominating Com¬ 
mittee was taken, and all members were present. 

Attorney Broom stated that the first order of business 
would be to select a chairman and a secretary of the 
meeting. 

Mr. Richard Winter was duly selected as chairman 
of the Committee, and Mr. William Broom was selected 
as secretary of the meeting. 

The chairman requested the secretary to read 
the minutes of the last year’s Nominating Commit¬ 

tee meeting. 
The chairman instructed the Committee that three 

or more nominations could be made by the Commit¬ 
tee and placed on the ballot. Following a discussion on 
this, it was unanimously agreed to nominate three 
candidates. 

Mr. Carl Stanfield nominated Mr. Hubert Chapman, 
Mr. William Schrader nominated Mr. Dale A. Smith, 
and Mr. Leonard Priebe nominated Mr. John E. Steele 
for the office of director of the Cooperative. Mr. Stuart 
Langrehr moved that the nominations be closed and 
that they be nominated by acclamation. The motion 
was seconded by Mr. Irvin Phoenix and was unani¬ 
mously carried, and that their names be placed on the 
ballot to be voted upon at the annual meeting of the 
members on July 25, 1991. 

There being no further business, motion was duly 
made and seconded that the meeting be adjourned. 
Motion carried. 

Richard D. Winter Chairman 
Michael D. Robison Melvin Paul 
Carl R. Stanfield Homer Bunselmeyer 
Stuart J. Langrehr Leonard Priebe 
Irvin Phoenix William T. Schrader 

Lewis Baumgartner 
is guest speaker 
at annual meeting Baumgartner 

In this age of information and communication, when 
the answer is only a phone call away; in this day of the 
computer, supplying lightning fast calculations and 
analysis; in a time when management skill and brain 
power are more important than a strong back, one man 
has missed it all. He is Lewis Baumgartner—World’s 
Worst Farmer. 

In support of his claim, Lewis says it’s not just opinion, 

he has a banker and several neighbors who will vouch 
for him. 

Lewis was born and raised in rural Cockleburr 

(Callaway) County, Missouri. After several years as a 
farm building contractor, Lewis sold his building 
business and bought a farm in 1979. “That was just 
about the perfect time to buy a farm, if you didn’t plan 
on farming too long,” he says. 

Annual meeting registration 
instructions: last name please 

The membership will be divided alphabetically, 
by the last name. There will be two lines im¬ 
mediately inside the entrance doors for regis¬ 
tering members. Be sure that you get in the 
correct line, as it speeds up registering and keeps 
the line moving. Members must be registered by 
7:30 p.m. to qualify for the “early bird” prizes. 
Registration will begin as early as 6 p.m. 

Entrance to the hall will be through the double 
doors on the south side, from the walkway 
between the Legion Hall and the new bowling 
alley building. Access to this walkway is from the 
front parking lot towards the bowling alley, 
or from the west parking lot behind the ball 
diamond. These entrances will be clearly marked, 

and Cooperative employees will be located 
around the area to help direct you to the meeting. 
The club room doors will be locked, so there will 
be no entering from the club room. 

53rd Anniversary prize — 20-inch color TV with remote 
Early Bird Prize 

10 Credits for $20 
on Electric Bills 

Annual Meeting Grand Prizes 

Two $100 Credits 
on Electric Bills 

Free Gift 

To Each Registered Member 

Drawing for Attendance Prizes—(Must be present to win prizes) 
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From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

LINE CONTACTS 
Sometimes it seems that bad things happen in 

bunches, but since I wrote last month’s article we had 
yet another incident where a line was knocked down 
and ended up on top of the farm equipment. Again, 
no one was hurt and everyone did the right thing. 
Three such incidents in about a month’s time with no 
injuries is evidence that if you stay calm and assess the 
situation and take the correct action, there is no reason 
for anyone to be injured. As with most threatening 
situations, the secret is to try and remain calm, so if 
you find yourself in such a predicament, resist the urge 
to bail out, take the time to assess your situation and 
get your thoughts in order before taking any action at 
all. The saying that one of my pinochle opponents uses, 
“Think Long, Think Wrong,” does not apply when you 
find yourself with a power line on top of your car or 
farm equipment. 

COMPUTER EQUIPMENT 
With more and more computers being used in 

business and in the home, more members are be¬ 
coming concerned about quality and reliability of the 
electrical service. We work at trying to maintain reliable 
service, but temporary and permanent faults are a fact 
of life on electrical systems. Rural systems, with their 
many miles of line and exposure to wind, lightning and 
farm machinery, are more apt to experience temporary 
outages than a system that is located in a town and 
somewhat shielded by buildings. Our system is de¬ 
signed whereby automatic circuit breakers will momen¬ 
tarily interrupt the service when a fault occurs and you 
will see a light blink and much of your digital equip¬ 
ment must be reset. In the case of a computer, data 
could be lost due to such a blink. If the fault is tem¬ 
porary, such as a lightning flashover or an animal con¬ 
tact, the circuit will restore the power. If the fault will 
not clear, the breaker will trip three times and lock out 
on the fourth operation. Thus, if your equipment is sen¬ 

sitive to this type of fault clearing, you should purchase 
equipment to protect your computer against instan¬ 
taneous primary line trips. We really can not eliminate 
automatic reclosers from the system because without 
them, we would have a sustained outage every time we 
had a fault on the system and that is not acceptable 
to anyone. We do have a planned outage program 

whereby we will try to contact you if you need to know 
when we interrupt the power for construction or 

maintenance purposes. We limit this to those people 
who really need to know about a planned interruption, 
so if you fall in that category, let us know and we will 
put you on the call list. 

Along with power interruptions there are sometimes 
other disturbances on the electrical system that may 
cause problems for some computer systems. For the 
amount of money invested in a computer system and 
the amount of time that is spent entering data that 
could be lost, it makes sense to purchase line condi¬ 
tioning and surge protection equipment for your com¬ 
puter system. If you are just playing around on a 
computer, it probably doesn’t make that much dif¬ 
ference to you, but if your work on the computer is 
important or critical to your business, an investment 
in protective equipment makes sound business sense. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
It is that time again and your attention is directed 

to the official notice of the meeting that is elsewhere 
in this section. I would like to take this opportunity to 
personally invite you to attend and will again promise 
that we will keep the meeting as short as possible. For 
those of you that may not have attended a meeting for 
a number of years, the hall is air conditioned and is 
usually quite comfortable, even though the outside 
temperatures might be quite high. I think you will enjoy 
the speaker, so why not mark your calendars and spend 
a couple of hours with us on July 25th? 

RATES 
As most of you know, your cooperative has not raised 

rates for quite a few years and the real cost of electricity 
has declined considerably when inflation is taken into 
consideration. We are presently in the process of 
looking at our rates and our overall financial outlook 
and will make a decision in July or August, at the latest, 
as to whether or not a rate increase will be necessary 
this fall. Overall, most or all of our everyday costs have 
been increasing, but the biggest increase we are seeing 
right now is in the cost of fuel at the Lake of Egypt 
power plant. Right now we are estimating that the 1990 
cost of fuel, that is passed along to Egyptian Electric, 
will be over $400,000 more than the same amount of 
power would have cost last year. For a number of years 
the cost of fuel was declining, but it appears that the 
acid rain legislation and other factors are driving some 
of the smaller mines from the market, and with less 
sellers, the price is going up a little. When a tenth of 
a penny per kilowatt-hour means almost $200,000 in 
wholesale costs to Egyptian, it does not take a great deal 
of increase in the price of fuel to increase wholesale 
costs by half a million dollars. Since the cooperative 
does not have any kind of fuel adder in its rates, 
increases in fuel costs will have to be recovered through 
a general rate increase. 

CONSTRUCTION 
With the end of the rain and improvement in ground 

conditions we are working on a couple of projects that 
are in our two year construction work plan. The Giant 
City blacktop line rebuild project is underway again 
and the work is being done by a contractor. If all goes 
well, we hope to wrap up that particular project this 
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year, but it is going to take some good weather this fall 
and early winter in order to get the job done. The other 
project we have going at the moment is a line re¬ 
phasing south of Steeleville. Voltages in the area south 
of Steeleville are not as good as we would like to see 
them and the new line will take care of that situation. 

As those of you who are in the area of construction 

know, it has been necessary to interrupt your service 
a number of times in order to do the work. We realize 
this is an inconvenience to you, but the work is neces¬ 
sary to improve the overall quality of your electrical 
service and we ask for your patience and cooperation 
during the times we find it necessary to interrupt the 
power. 

Six students representing Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association on the 1991 Youth to Washington tour 
June 14-21 witnessed their government in action, meeting with Congressman Glenn Poshard. The students 
were part of a contingent of 58 outstanding youth leaders from downstate Illinois who participated in the 
annual tour of Washington, D.C., sponsored by the electric and telephone cooperatives of Illinois. With 
Congressman Poshard are, from left, Elizabeth Gerlach of Percy Schavonne Richardson of Steeleville, Eric 
Faulkner of Carbondale, and Deryk McDowell, Jennifer Lecocq and Angie Snyder, all of Murphysboro. During 
the week-long trip to the nation's capital the students visited the National Cathedral, U.S. Capitol, Smithsonian 
museums. Ford's Theatre, George Washington's home at Mount Vernon, Supreme Court, FBI Headquarters, 
the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, National Geographic and a host of memorials and monuments. 
They were greeted by foreign diplomats during a unique reception at the Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia. 
En route to Washington, they toured the Civil War battlefields at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437. If there is a delay, please 
remain on the line until the call 

is answered. 
MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, 
and other information requested. 
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From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The 1991 annual meeting is history and from my 

standpoint, it was a good meeting. We had a really nice 
crowd in attendance and in the eight years I have been 
your manager, it was second in size only to the crowd 
we had the year we celebrated the cooperative’s 50th 
birthday. A final count of the registration cards gave 
a total of 297 registered members in attendance, with 
a total of approximately 450 in the hall. The meeting 
was probably one of the shortest that we have had and 
I think most people probably enjoyed the speaker. We 
hope that all those that attended will come back next 
year and some of you that did not attend will try to 
make the next one. 

RATES 
As I reported to the members in attendance at the 

annual meeting, one of my primary responsibilities as 
manager of this cooperative is to prepare budgets and 
make recommendations to the board of directors as to 
the financial aspects of the cooperative. After reviewing 
budget projections for this year and actual experience 
for the first six months and taking a look at projected 
expenses for next year and anticipated revenues, I have 
recommended to the board of directors that rates be 
increased this fall. They have accepted that recommen¬ 
dation and rates will be increased, starting with the 
October bill. 

Why a rate increase at this time in view of the fact 

that the cooperative has done very well the last eight 
years? The primary reason is, of course, that expenses 
are increasing at a much faster rate than revenues are 
growing. While we are experiencing a little load 
growth, it is small and some years is entirely offset by 
mild weather. The year 1990 is a good example because 
we sold less that year than the year before. Revenues 

have been holding around the $12,500,000 range, so 
there has not been much help from the revenue side 
to offset inflationary increases in expenses. The other 
negative factor is that non-operating income, which is 

the interest we earn from investing our operating 
reserves, has dropped considerably due to interest rates 
falling. We have also invested a substantial amount of 
the reserves in the system in the past year and a half. 

From an expense standpoint, the biggest increase we 
are seeing is in the cost of the fuel adder that is passed 
along to us in the wholesale power we buy from 
Southern Illinois Power Co-operative. For a number 
of years I have been telling you that cheaper fuel has 
been enabling us to hold the line on rates and that 
situation is turning around somewhat. With more and 
more mines shutting down, there are less sellers in the 
market and the prices have gone up accordingly. In 
1989 we paid the power cooperative approximately 
$37,000 in fuel adders. In 1990 that figure grew to 
$127,000 and for this year it is projected to be $460,000. 
Budget projections for 1992 estimate the fuel pass¬ 
through to Egyptian to be approximately $615,000. The 
fuel adder is simply additional fuel costs that are above 
the average fuel price the power cooperative has 
included in the base wholesale rate, and these are costs 
that must be recovered from the wholesale customer. 
Unlike many utilities, Egyptian does not have a fuel 
adder in its rate to the member because over 8,000 of 
the members are self-billed and there is no way to 
incorporate a pass-through into a self-billed system. 
Thus, we have to make general increases as the need 
arises. Expenses, other than fuel, rise every year and 
since it has been six years since the last increase, six 
years of inflation have had a considerable effect on 
total expenses. 

During the past year and a half we have invested a 
considerable amount of additional money in system 
improvements and these additional investments have 
dropped the operating capital reserves by over a 
million dollars. This drop in reserves, coupled with the 

drop in interest rates, will mean that our investment 
income in 1991 will be about $150,000 less than it was 
last year. This drop comes directly off our bottom line. 

The net effect of the increased expenses and 
declining interest income is a swing of over three 

quarters of a million dollars in net margins and is more 
than the system can absorb. If my estimates for 1992 

came out right on target, margins generated from the 
actual operation of the system would be break-even or 
less. In this day and age, break-even doesn’t sound too 
bad to some people, but the cooperative needs to do 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
better in order to meet its mortgage requirements and 
to maintain a strong financial position. In the good old 
days when we borrowed all of our capital needs from 
the Rural Electrification Administration, REA wasn’t 
too concerned about margins as long as you main¬ 
tained the system and paid off your debt. However, 30 
percent of our borrowed capital needs now come from 
the Wall Street financial market and those suppliers 
of capital do not consider break-even operations too 
good of a risk. They want to see a greater ability to pay 
debt service, hence our mortgage now requires that we 
earn minimum margins equal to half our annual 
interest expense. That is a minimum and, in order to 
attract capital at a competitive rate, we really need 
margins in the range of one to two times our annual 
interest expense. Our annual interest expense is 
approximately $460,000, so this cooperative should 
generate margins in the half million to a million dollar 
range in order to maintain a position with the rest of 
the utility industry. 

Now that I have covered some of the reasons for an 
increase, the natural question would be as to how it 
will affect you individually. Anticipating that there 
would probably be the need for an increase, the board 
of directors did retain a rate consultant to review our 
financial position and our current rates to determine 
how adjustments should be made, if any increases were 
necessary. The consultant’s assessment of the coopera¬ 
tive’s financial position agreed with my assessment and 
the board of directors has accepted his recommenda¬ 
tions as to rate design. As all utilities are finding, more 

capital costs must be covered up front in the rates 
because of the investments involved in providing ser¬ 
vice. Consequently, the facilities charge in the residen¬ 
tial rate will be increased from $8.00 a month to $10.00 
a month. Energy charges will be increased by two-tenths 
of a penny per kwh. Thus, if you use 500 kwhs per 
month, your total bill will go up $3.00 per month. If 
you use 1,000 kwhs per month your total bill will go 
up $4.00 per month. For each additional 1,000 kwhs 
per month of energy usage, your total bill will increase 
an additional $2.00. If you rent a security light from 
the cooperative, that charge will increase from $6.00 
to $6.50 per month. It has been at least eight years since 
the last increase in the security light rate. 

This became rather lengthy, but I did want to pro¬ 
vide a few details as to why a rate increase is necessary 
and how it will affect you directly. No one likes to 
increase rates, especially me because it is my respon¬ 
sibility to recommend the increases, but I believe one 
is necessary at this time. The last increase was made 
in 1985 and after the tax change was made in January 
of 1986, the overall change was about a two percent 
increase in costs to the member. Thus, the last eight 
years have been pretty good and the cooperative is in 
a good financial position with rates that are very com¬ 
petitive in the area and across the state of Illinois. 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed Monday, September 2, 

in observance of Labor Day. 

What to 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

do if the power 
4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 

— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437. If there is a delay, please 
remain on the line until the call 

goes off 
is answered. 
MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, 
and other information requested. 

Be CAREFUL 
A close pass at your field's edge may net you a few more rows, 

but extended farm implements can also snag a power pole guy wire. 
The result is a harvest of hazard. During the busy planting season and 
the rush of harvest —at all times —use care around electric lines 
and equipment. Look out . . . and live to see 
another crop grow. fcvruLz, 

12d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/August 1991 



Egyptian 
Messenger. 
ian Mp«;<;pnnpr nuhlKhpH hv thp Fnvntian Flprtrir Cnn The Egyptian Messenger, published by the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association, 

with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

I 1 ' ■■■ — 

From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

RATES 
For those that might have missed last month’s col¬ 

umn, I am going to repeat last month’s announcement 
that there will be a rate increase this fall, effective with 
the October bill. I won’t repeat the reasons for the 
increase, except that it is primarily due to increasing 
fuel costs, decreases in interest income and six years 
of general inflation of all costs. 

Based on recommendations made by a rate consul¬ 
tant retained by the board of directors, the rate increase 
will affect you in the following manner. The monthly 

facilities charge is being increased from $8 to $10 and 
two-tenths of a penny is being added to the kwh 
charges. Thus, if you use 500 kwh per month, your bill 
will increase $3 per month. If you use 1,000 kwh per 
month, your bill will increase $4 per month. For each 
additional 500 kwh per month of usage, your bill will 
increase an additional $1. If you rent a security light 
from the cooperative, that charge will increase from 
$6 per month to $6.50 per month. 

The three-phase general service rate will be increased 
correspondingly. The present facilities charge will be 
increased from $16 per month to $20 per month and 
the energy block prices will also be increased. Invest¬ 
ment and labor costs associated with three-phase lines 
require the additional revenue above the general ser¬ 
vice single phase rate. 

New billing packets will be mailed to the self-billed 

members before the October bill is due and we will 
probably be making that mailing during the first week 
of October. If you are a self-billed member and have 
not received a new packet by the twentieth of October, 
please call one of our offices. 

WINTER HEATING ASSISTANCE 
If you have been reading the paper this summer and 

kept up with the state budget process, you are probably 
aware that cuts were made in the program to assist low 
income people with their energy bills. For the past 
two years that program was called REAPP and your 

cooperative did participate in the program. It appears 
that REAPP is by the boards and we are not sure just 
what is going to replace it, if anything. About all we 
can tell you for sure is that there will most likely be 
substantial cuts in the program, income eligibility stan¬ 
dards will be lowered so less people qualify for assis¬ 
tance and it will probably take longer to get an 
appointment to apply for assistance. 

We don’t know what the answer is for low-income 
people who cannot pay their energy bills, but I per¬ 
sonally do not believe that social welfare costs should 
be forced upon private business, whether it be utilities 
or any other business, such as grocery stores. If govern¬ 
ment policy or other factors have created a situation 
in this country where a segment of the population can 
no longer afford the basic necessities of life, it ought 
to be the responsibility of government to rectify the 
situation and help those who need help. That may 
mean that the rest of us are going to have to pay more, 
but that is what it may take to get the “silent” majority 
to rise up and make their elected representatives aware 
that they expect action on some of the nation’s most 
pressing social problems. 

Since we know that the program is going to be cut, 
but we do not know to what extent, the only good 
advice I can give to those who received assistance last 
year is to not assume that you will receive assistance 
this year or that it will be in the same amount as last 
year. If you are going to need assistance, apply early 
because it may take some time to get an appointment 
to discuss your application. Above all, do not let your 
bills slide on the assumption that you will get assistance, 
because it may not be forthcoming, and do not ignore 
our notices. I do not know what we will be able to do 
for people who cannot pay, but I can assure you that 
we do not have a whole lot of patience or under¬ 
standing for those who simply ignore our notices and 
then want to work something out when their bill is way 
past due and we are at the door to disconnect the ser¬ 
vice for nonpayment. I cannot assure you that we will 
be able to work out something that is satisfactory to 
both you and the cooperative if you talk to us early, 
but I can assure you that it is a lot less likely if you 
ignore us in the hope that we will go away or we will 
not disconnect in the winter months. If you assume 
that, you will be wrong on both counts. The last thing 
we want to do is to disconnect a member for nonpay¬ 
ment, but we have to be assured that we are going to 
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collect what is due. If a member refuses to work with 
us, we can only assume that he has no interest in paying 
and once disconnection proceedings start, it is a little 
late to be talking about making arrangements. 

TRANSFORMER FAILURE 
On the afternoon of August 8, we lost the Mur- 

physboro substation transformer during a severe 
lightning storm. The failure was only partial in that we 
only lost service on one phase of the three-phase 
transformer, but it will be necessary to send the trans¬ 
former to a repair facility and it will be lost to us for 
16 to 20 weeks. After determining that the transformer 
had indeed failed, we were able to shift the load from 
Murphysboro substation to other substations, with the 
new Shawnee substation picking up about half of the 
load. We then arranged for a crane and a lowboy to 
pick up our 7,500-KVA spare transformer at the 
Carterville substation and move it to Murphysboro. 
That was accomplished that evening, but because of 
weather we were not able to energize the transformer 
and put the station back into service until the next 
afternoon. 

The Murphysboro transformer was the largest 
transformer on the system and was rated at 10,000 
KVA. Assuming that it will have to be totally rewound, 
total costs to make the switches and have the trans¬ 
former repaired will approach $80,000. The actual 
rewinding is estimated to be approximately $71,000. 
Fortunately, we do carry replacement value insurance 

on our substation equipment and most, if not all, the 
costs should be covered by our insurance. While the 
repair cost does seem very high, a new transformer of 
the same size would probably be in the $120,000 to 
$130,000 range. I believe our original cost in 1973 was 
around $28,000, so that gives you an idea as to how 
some of our costs have increased and the merit in car¬ 
rying replacement cost insurance. 

This was our first substation transformer failure in 
at least 28 years and that is an extremely good track 
record. It either means that we have been very lucky 
or that we have good transformers and our stations are 
well protected. It is probably a combination of all three, 
but we have indeed been fortunate in regard to losing 
station transformers. When the transformer failed, the 
outage time was a little longer than we would normal¬ 
ly have experienced in this type of situation because 
there was really no indication that the transformer had 
failed. The other two phases stayed in service and the 
backup fuse on the failed phase did not even blow. I 
would guess that it would be a very rare occasion for 
a transformer to fail and not blow the high side fuses, 
but it happened in this case. Because the fuse did not 
blow, we initially thought the outage was due to a 
breaker trip on the line, but after checking it out and 
determining that the problem had to be in the station, 
we took voltage readings and found one phase was not 
energized out of the transformer. At that point, we then 
proceeded to switch all load off the station and de¬ 
energized the transformer. 

Add a heat pump and save 
If you heat with gas or oil and are going to replace 

your central air unit or are considering the installation 
of central air in your home, you should consider an 
add-on heat pump. Egyptian Electric is offering a $300 
rebate to those members who install an add-on heat 
pump unit in conjunction with their gas or oil furnace. 
The rebate is also available to new home builders where 
an add-on heat pump is installed with a gas or oil 
furnace. 

Perhaps you believe your heating system should have 
provided more heat for the hard-earned money you 
spent on fuel this past winter. Or maybe you’re 
thinking about installing or replacing your central air 
conditioner before summer. In both cases take a look 

at the efficient add-on electric heat pump. Only the 
heat pump can provide year-round living comfort, sup¬ 
plying nearly 80 percent of your home heating needs 
and all of your cooling requirements. 

The heat pump does not produce heat. It simply 
transfers it. In the winter the pump extracts heat from 
the cold outside air and pumps it into the house. And 

it does it efficiently, too. For every kilowatt-hour the 
pump requires to operate, it produces the equivalent 
of anywhere from one to three kilowatt-hours in heat, 
depending upon conditions. That 100 percent to 300 

percent efficiency is the highest of any heating system 
available, well above the 65 percent seasonal efficiency 
of the average oil furnace in use. 

During the cooling season, the heat pump reverses 
its cycle and pumps heat outdoors like a conventional 
air conditioner. And the advantage of its “reverse” is 
that you don’t have to buy a separate unit for cooling. 
What is a heat pump? 

A heat pump is an extremely efficient year-round 
heating and cooling system that runs on electricity. 
During the summer, the heat pump “pumps” the heat 

inside your home to the outside, cooling and dehumidi- 
fying your home in the process. In the winter, the heat 
pump “pumps” heat from the air outside to the air 
inside, heating your home. 
How does it work? 

Heat energy actually moves from a warm area to a 
cool area. This is why we insulate, to keep the warmth 
in our homes and not to keep the cold out. 

The heat pump takes advantage of this same princi¬ 
ple. In the summer, the compressor moves the freon 
through the inside coil (evaporator) where it absorbs 
heat in the air. It then cycles through the outside unit 
(condenser) where the outside air is cooler than the 
coils. The heat radiates to the outside air, cooling the 

12b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/September 1991 



freon before it returns to the inside to absorb more 
heat. 

In the winter, the flow of freon is reversed. It flows 
through the outside unit (now the evaporator) where 
it absorbs heat from the outside air. From there, it goes 
to the inside coil where it radiates its heat to the inside 
cooler air. It is then returned to the outside unit again 
to absorb more heat energy. 
Why is it so efficient? 

Most heating systems convert energy from one form 
to another to create heat, (gas to a flame, liquid to a 
flame and electric energy to heat energy). Therefore, 
they can only give out as much heat energy as the 
original form contained (most cannot even convert at 
100 percent efficiency because heat escapes up the flue 
with hot exhaust gases). 

A heat pump does not change energy forms to create 
heat. It simply moves free heat in the outside air to the 
inside. The only energy it needs is for the compressor 
motor, which “pumps” the freon through the system. 
Because it is just moving heat and not creating it, a heat 
pump is from 100 percent to 300 percent efficient, 
depending on the unit and the outside air temperature. 
Why do I need auxiliary heat? 

As the temperature difference between the air inside 
your home and the air outside increases, the amount 
of heat energy (BTU’s) needed inside also increases. 
Conversely, as the outside air temperature decreases, 
the amount of heat energy (BTU’s) that the heat pump 
can absorb from it decreases. Where the two rates are 
equal is called the balance point. Below this, the heat 
pump cannot supply enough heat energy to maintain 
the inside air temperature. This is when some type of 
auxiliary heating system is required. This can be from 
either a fossil-fueled furnace or electric resistance heat. 

You could oversize the heat pump to give 100 per¬ 
cent of the heating needs, but then in the summer air 
conditioning mode, it would not run enough to remove 

the humidity in the house. As relative humidity is a 
large factor in cooling comfort, a heat pump should 
be sized to the cooling load requirement. 
What is the difference between a heat pump and 
an add-on heat pump? 

When you install a heat pump, your contractor will 
install a complete heating package, including thf out¬ 

side condenser unit, the inside evaporator coil and an 
air handler. The air handler contains the auxiliary elec¬ 
tric resistant heat strips and the fan that moves the air 
through the duct system. 

When you install an add-on heat pump, your con¬ 
tractor will use your existing furnace (electric, propane, 
fuel oil or natural gas) for the auxiliary heat and the 
fan. He will “add” the outside condenser unit and the 
inside evaporator coil to this existing system. 

When the outside temperature falls below the 
balance point, (where the home’s heat loss and the heat 
pump input are equal) your existing furnace will then 
begin to work in conjunction with the heat pump. If 
you have a fossil-fueled furnace, this creates less of a 
demand on your electric supplier as resistance heat has 
an extremely high demand. 

An add-on heat pump is normally less expensive to 
install and, depending on the system and type of aux¬ 
iliary heat, can be less expensive to operate than a 
package heat pump. 
How do I qualify for the rebate? 

If you install an add-on heat pump with a fossil- 
fueled auxiliary heat system, (fuel oil, propane or 
natural gas) in your existing or new home, Egyptian 
Electric will send you a $300 rebate. 

To qualify, contact either the Murphysboro or 
Steeleville office prior to installation. You will be asked 
to sign a rebate application and will be given a certifica¬ 
tion form to give to your heating and air conditioning 
contractor. When your heating and air conditioning 
contractor has installed the heat pump, he should send 
the certification form to Egyptian Electric. Egyptian 
Electric will then issue a check to you, made out to you 
and your contractor. 
How much can I save? 

Your actual savings will depend on your home and 
the heat pump used. Normal savings range from 10 per¬ 
cent to 30 percent. 

Egyptian Electric has computer programs that will 
calculate the proper size equipment for your home and 
the savings that you might expect. 

Please contact your nearest cooperative office for any 
questions you might have. Remember, Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric is here to serve you, its members. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437. If there is a delay, please 
remain on the line until the call 

is answered. 
MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, 
and other information requested. 
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Think 'safe' 
Responsible 

electric accident control today 
The accident you avoid 

is as important as the ones that really happen 

No scene depicts the character and suc¬ 
cess of the United States quite as well as 
that of modern farm equipment harvesting 
an abundant crop of wheat or barley or 
com. The technology and ingenuity of those 
machines has helped the American farmer 
continue to enjoy bountiful harvests to feed 
our nation's population and a great portion 
of the world's population as well. When you 
move into your fields to tend your crops, 
please exercise Responsible Electric Acci¬ 
dent Control Today (RE-ACT) to make your 
harvest as safe as it is rewarding. 

Modem farming requires the use of large, 
complex machinery. Each year a tragic 
number of accidents are caused by careless 
handling of farm equipment around electric 
power lines. Your power supplier urges you 
to use caution at all times — to watch for 
overhead power lines and utility poles and 
to avoid any contact with this potentially 
lethal power equipment. 

Insist that hired hands and family members 
alike learn to survey their working areas 
carefully before engaging farm equipment 
in work activities. Have every worker assure 
himself that the equipment he is using will 
not come into contact with power lines or 
power support equipment. 

12d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/September 1991 



CO 

Egyptian 
Messenger. 

The Egyptian Messenger, published by the Egyptian C.nr Electric Cooperative Association, 
with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

From the 
Manager^ Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

BILLING PACKETS 
As I write this, we are planning for the billing packets 

to be available for distribution on the rural routes on 
Monday, October 7. If you have not received yours by 
the time you are reading this, please call one of our 
offices and we will mail you another packet. We had 
very quick delivery last year with very few returns for 
incorrect addresses, so it appears that our address 
records are accurate and most packets should be 
deliverable. Packet mailing time is always a busy 
time around the office because it involves getting 

approximately 8,500 packets put together and sorting 
them by zip codes and routes. We have done it enough 
that the whole process goes fairly smooth, but it does 
take a lot of extra hours to get the job done. 

OUTAGES 
It seems as though we are in that time of year when 

we have outages that occur during good weather for 
no apparent reason. There usually are a variety of 
reasons for the outages, but it does seem that when we 
switch from hot weather and high loads to cooler 
weather we have a number of cases of trouble due to 
arcing. It may be due to the fact that as electrical con¬ 
nectors and meter bases heat up and expand during 
hot weather and high load conditions, there may be 
a tendency for them to become a little loose when 

things cool down. If there is not a tight fit, arcing can 
occur and eventually the connector or meter base burns 

up. If the connector or splice fails due to this arcing 
and it is on a main line, we can have a number of 
members out of service due to one little piece of 
equipment. 

This is also the time for farmers to be active in the 
harvest fields and with the large equipment they now 
operate. It is not unusual to have several outages due 
to lines being torn down by farm equipment. It is also 
the time of year when wildlife such as squirrels are very 
active and we always have a number of outages or line 
blinks due to their contacting our primary lines or 

getting on top of transformers and blowing the trans¬ 
former fuse. 

This is also the time of year when the wood cutters 
start thinking about getting out into the woods to cut 
their next year’s wood supply. We never get through 
a wood cutting season without having a few trees 
dropped through our lines and we urge everyone to 
look for a power line before cutting a tree. If it looks like 
the tree could reach the line, it most likely will and that 
tree is best left standing. If you do drop a tree and it 
falls on a power line, please stay away from it until one 
of our employees determines that it is safe to remove it. 

Even experienced tree cutters can misjudge a tree 
and have it fall where they did not intend. Last week 
the highway department dropped a tree into Southern 
Illinois Power Co-operative’s 69,000-volt line along 
Keller highway and knocked out the transmission tie 
between the Murphysboro and Campbell Hill switching 
stations. The end result was a 35-minute outage on the 
Shawnee, Keller and Cora substations. Fortunately, no 
one was injured but it does point to the need to use 
extreme caution when felling trees that are adjacent 
to power lines. No amount of wood is worth anyone 
getting injured and we would rather drop trees for you 
that are a hazard to our lines. 

NEW CONSTRUCTION 
This has not been a banner year thus far in terms 

of new services on the system. Through September, we 
have constructed 120 new services as compared to 168 
during the same period in 1990. Last year was less than 
the year before, so the area is definitely slumping in 
terms of new home construction and other construc¬ 
tion activity. Assuming that the other utilities are 
experiencing a similar trend, it does verify that we 
definitely are feeling the effects of the recession and 
we have not seen any kind of turn around in our end 
of the business. A 20 percent drop in our new services 

certainly affects the utility business, but probably not 
as much as the construction industry and the businesses 
that service the construction industry. Whether it be 
wiring material, plumbing fixtures, carpeting, ap¬ 

pliances or lumber, a slump in construction hurts many 
people and some of the employment news we have 
heard in the last couple of weeks certainly does not 
indicate that the situation will turn around soon in our 
service area. 

Construction other than new service is progressing 
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as planned and, while the dry summer and fall certainly 
did not help the farmers, it made it easier to get line 
construction trucks off the roads. The Giant City line 
rebuild is making good progress and a little over two 
miles remain to be rebuilt. We are pulling off that 
project for a few weeks to reconductor the circuit 
between the Murphysboro and West Carbondale 
substations, but should be back on it in November. 
Most of the remaining portion to be rebuilt can be 
reached from the road, so we should be able to work 
on it even it if should start raining again. Assuming 
that new service work is not going to suddenly boom, 
it appears that we will be able to finish all of the work 
that was in our two year construction work plan 
sometime before next spring. We had submitted a loan 
application to the Rural Electrification Administration 
to finance the projects in the two-year work plan, but 
as yet the loan has not been approved. We expect that 
it will probably be approved fairly soon and those 
funds will be used to reimburse general funds as 
needed to finance future construction. All the construc¬ 
tion activity during the past two years was financed out 
of our operating reserves and is one of the reasons that 
our interest income dropped considerably during the 
past two years. With the completion of this two year 
construction program, I foresee that the need for new 

system additions and improvements should decrease 
considerably for a number of years, unless we ex¬ 
perience a sudden increase in the rate of growth. 

PARADES 
If you attended one of the parades in either Sparta, 

Chester, Campbell Hill, Steeleville or Murphysboro, 
you probably saw our float. The float did rather well 
this year and we placed either first or second in all of 
the parades. We got back into the float building busi¬ 
ness as a way of celebrating the cooperative’s fiftieth 
birthday and have continued it since then. We do it 
primarily as our small contribution to the towns in our 
service area to help them keep their parades going. The 
employees design the floats and donate their time and 
I think they do a good job in representing your coop¬ 
erative. I personally thought we had a really nice float 
this year and with most parades having some kind of 
patriotic or honoring past heroes theme, it fit right in. 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed on Monday, 

November 11, in observance of Veteran’s Day. 

Cooperatives: Meeting people's 
October has been designated as Cooperative Month 

to give us a chance to pause and recognize the many 
different cooperatives and the many different ways they 
go about meeting people’s needs. 

The 1991 theme of Cooperative Month, “Meeting 
People's Needs,” is very appropriate when you consider 
electric and telephone cooperatives. The short-term 
goal of these organizations was to bring electricity and 
phone service to rural areas where for-profit investor- 
owned utilities refused to serve. In a broader sense, 
though, the aim has always been to improve the lifestyle 
of rural citizens—bringing them the modern advan¬ 
tages available to city dwellers. 

The top priority of the cooperatives is to provide 
their member-owners with dependable senice at the 

lowest possible cost. 
In recent years, the needs of small towns and rural 

areas have expanded as the economy of those ter¬ 
ritories have suffered. The electric and telephone 
cooperatives—solid structures in their communities— 

are logical channels through which assistance can be 
furnished. 

Already, through cooperatives, funding for house¬ 
hold projects to increase energy-efficiency has been 
administered. The cooperatives are a system already 

in place to help their friends and neighbors. It wasn’t 
necessary to set up a bureaucracy. 

The electric and telephone cooperatives of Illinois 
have taken on a leadership role in rural economic 
development. They are working with other organiza¬ 
tions to help attract new business and industry to their 
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communities. 
The fact that Egyptian Electric Cooperative is locally 

owned and controlled also means that it serves the 
entire community. Whatever benefits the cooperative 
and its member-owners, benefits everyone. The mem¬ 
ber has a voice and a vote in cooperative matters, a true 
example of-democracy in action. The aims of coopera¬ 
tives can be summed up in the theme, “Meeting 
People’s Needs.” 

In Illinois, 26 electric distribution cooperatives, two 
generation and transmission cooperatives and seven 
telephone cooperatives serve more than 176,000 farms, 
homes and businesses. The statewide service organiza¬ 
tion is the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 
located in Springfield. 

Throughout the U.S., cooperatives have been 
organized for credit unions, florists, farm marketing, 
health and day care—or anything else that can be pro¬ 
vided efficiently and economically. They are all 
working together to build a better community. 
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Play it safe during harvest 
They say you reap what you sow. 
If in fact actions lead to the 

resulting consequences, many 
accidents could be avoided if time 
is taken to think safety first. 

All year round, on the farm, in 
the home, or driving down the road, 
safety must be a conscious priority. 
Specifically during harvest time, 
many avoidable accidents occur in 
rural areas. 

Modern farming requires the use 
of large complex machinery. Each 
year, a tragic number of accidents 
are caused by careless handling of 
farm equipment around electric 
power lines. Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative urges you to use 
caution at all times—to watch for 
overhead power lines and utility 
poles to avoid any contact with this 
potentially lethal power equipment. 

Insist that hired hands and family 
members learn to survey their 
working area carefully before 
operating farm equipment. Have 
every worker make sure the equip¬ 
ment he is using will not come into 

contact with power lines, poles or 
power-support equipment. 

Although you may have no power 
lines in your fields, they are usually 
present in equipment storage areas 
and grain storage areas. 

Be sure paths from equipment 
storage areas to fields and from 
fields to grain storage areas are safe 
routes. There should be ample 
clearance for combines, pickers, 
balers, front end loaders, stackers or 
any other equipment you’re moving 
about your farm. 

If there is any question about 
whether equipment will clear a 
power conductor, assume it won’t 
and take a different route. 

More often than not, power lines 
follow property lines. When you 
reach the end of a field and turn 

your equipment, there’s a very good 
chance power lines will be nearby. 
Always be alert to power lines along 
your property lines. They may even 
be hidden by trees or brush, so take 

precautions to ensure your equip¬ 
ment doesn’t make contact. 

Grain augers and bins are often 
used along property lines, too, since 
such placement makes the best use 
of the land. Again, be sure the 
augers don’t contact power lines. 

Crop-storage equipment such as 
augers, balers and stackers can be 
extended in height to exceed elec¬ 
tric code clearances for power lines. 
Take precautions to be sure the 
stacking equipment won’t contact 
the lines. It only takes one mistake 
to bring tragedy. 

If contact is made while you are 
on die equipment, remain on the 
machine and call for help. Have a 
family member or neighbor call the 
cooperative and a crew will be sent 
to disconnect power. 

If no one is around to help, 
jump free of the equipment to the 

ground. Be sure that at no time you 
or anyone touches the equipment 
and the ground at the same time. 

Make it a safe autumn season. 
Think “safety first.” 
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Satellite TV services available 
to members of Egyptian Electric 
Call toll-free 1-800-44RURAL (447-8725) 

HAMILTON COUNTY TELEPHONE CO-OP 

HIGHWAY 142 EAST DAHLGAEN. K. 62828 

Basic services 

No. 1-RTV WGN Gl-03 
$9.50 WPIX S3-09 

KTVT S3-05 
TNN Gl-02 
CNN Gl-07 
Headline News Gl-08 
ESPN Gl-09 
CBN—Family Channel Gl-11 
USA-E Gl-21 
USA-W F3-10 
Weather Channel G3-13 
Lifetime-E F3-17 
Lifetime-W G3-20 
Nickelodeon-E G3-10 
Nickelodeon-W G3-22 
Country Music TV Gl-13 
Nostalgia Channel F4-21 
Learning Channel F3-02 
Travel Channel F3-16 
Discovery Channel Gl-22 
Superstation TBS Gl-18 
Arts and Entertainment Gl-12 

No. 2-RTV II—RTV Minus ESPN $9.00 

No. 3-RTV + —RTV Plus KDVR, KWGN and KRMA 
Denver $14.50 

No. 4-RTV + II—RTV* Minus ESPN $14.00 

Premium services 

PT24 WABC-New York F2-04 
$4.00 WBBM-Chicago F2-02 

WXIA-Atlanta F2-12 
$5.50 Stardust Theater G2-02 

SelTV Selectv Sl-09 
$9.95 Selectv S2-09 

WTBS 
$1.70 

Superstation TBS Gl-18 

Skyline WWOR-New York Gl-15 
$3.00 KTLA-Los Angeles S3-15 

WSBK-Boston S3-03 

HBO HBO-East Gl-23 
$7.95 HBO-West Gl-01 

Cinemax Cinemax East Gl-19 
$7.95 Cinemax West F3-23 

Disney Disney East Gl-04 
$7.95 Disney West Gl-24 

Netline KDVR-Denver Fl-20 
$5.95 K W GN-Denver Fl-14 

KRMA-Denver Fl-12 

KUSA-Denver Fl-02 

KCNC-Denver Fl-04 

KMGH-Denver FI-06 

SEN Station Entertainment 
$9.95 Network S3-19 

SSN Fl-07 Fl-10 Fl-11 
$7.95 Fl-24 S3-21 F4-22 

Any 2 Combination of Disney, HBO or Cinemax for 
$14.95—or get all three for $20.95. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437. If there is a delay, please 
remain on the line until the call 

is answered. 
MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, 
and other information requested. 

12d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/October 1991 



Egyptian 
Messenger. 
ian Messenaf^r ouhli^hpH hv thp Fnvntian Flprtrir r.nm The Egyptian Messenger, published by the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association, 

with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

f ■ ■ ■——— 

the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

60 MINUTES 
Many of you probably saw the 60 MINUTES broad¬ 

cast on Sunday, October 27, that included a story on 
the REA. I saw it and my reaction was that it was fairly 
typical of many so-called investigative reports in that 
it wanted to present a particular point and was not too 
interested in presenting opposing viewpoints. They 
chose to give air time to the former administrator, Mr. 
Hunter, who was appointed by President Reagan, but 
did not present the current administrator views. I do 
not know if they talked to him, but if they did, one can 
only conclude that he did not say what they wanted to 
hear. Also, they did not present the views of Mr. Robert 
Bergland, the former Secretary of Agriculture and the 
current chief executive office of NRECA, our national 
association. Mr. Bergland is the chief cooperative 
spokesman, so if they were interested in a balanced 
report, they certainly would have included him in the 
program. 

Much of the program was devoted to the telephone 
side of the REA program and I am not really familiar 
with how their loan program works, so I will confine 
my remarks to the electric side of the loan program. 
Your cooperative does borrow money from the Rural 
Electrification Administration and the current bor¬ 
rowing rate is 5 percent. REA insured loans are for 
a thirty-five year period. Since 1973, distribution 
cooperatives borrow a portion of their needs from 
sources other than REA and in our case it is from the 
Cooperative Finance Corporation (CFC). We currently 
borrow 30 percent of our capital needs from CFC and 
it is at CFC’s cost of money that it raises on the Wall 
Street bond market. That rate today is 8.75 percent and 
the notes are refinanced every seven years at the 
then current interest rate. G&T cooperatives, such as 
Southern Illinois Power Co-operative, borrow under 
the guaranteed loan program whereby REA only 

guarantees the loan and the funds are obtained 
elsewhere. In the past, the Federal Financing Bank has 
bid on the loans and the interest rate has been the 

government’s cost of money plus a service charge. Thus, 
there is no subsidy in the guaranteed program and the 
Federal Financing Bank actually makes a little money 
off the service charge. 

The TV program gave the impression that REA loans 
were made to communities, but such is not the case. 
Insured loans are made to rural electric cooperatives 
and while the cooperatives may be headquartered in 
towns, it would be a rare case where a cooperative 
served the town in which it was headquartered. The 
Rural Electrification Act of 1936 specifically prohibited 
cooperatives from providing service to towns over 
1,500 in population who were already receiving cen¬ 
tral station service. Since most towns of any size were 
already receiving central station service from private 
utilities because it was profitable to do so, only the 
smallest of towns remained unserved and were picked 
up by electric cooperatives. My home town in North 
Dakota is probably typical in that it had less than 100 
people when the cooperative brought in electrical ser¬ 
vice in 1948. 

It is true that today we serve many areas that would 
not be considered rural, but it is a case of the towns 
expanding out into our service areas and not a case 
of the cooperatives building into towns. All the sub¬ 
divisions and other urban loads that Egyptian Electric 
serves today were woods, fields and pastures when our 
lines were originally built. You have to keep in mind 
that the electric cooperatives went where no one else 
wanted.to go to do ajob no one else wanted to do and 
it was the right thing to do then and it is the right thing 
to do today. The intent was to provide service to 
everyone in the rural areas on a fair and equitable basis 
and that is still the intent today. We intend to serve 
every load in our service area, whether it be a home, 
a business or a resort and there is no valid reason why 

we should not serve them. 
While the opponents of the program have always 

pointed to some of the loads the cooperatives serve, 
the fact is that the loans are made to the cooperatives 
to build electrical facilities to serve all of the customers 
in their service area and the type of customer should 
and does not make any difference. While 60 MINUTES 
would like to infer that loans were made for the benefit 
of a ski resort or an ocean resort, that is not the case. 
When Egyptian Electric borrows money to improve and 

expand its system, it is for the benefit of all its members 
and not a specific load or individual and that is the 
case with all of the electric cooperatives. Electric 
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cooperatives can only borrow money from REA for the 
purpose of either building new electrical facilities to 
serve new members or for the purpose of expanding 
the electrical capacity of the present system. We can 
not borrow money for operating purposes, so money 
for trucks and equipment, buildings and daily opera¬ 
tions must be generated internally. Thus, there is no 
way for loan funds to benefit anyone but the coopera¬ 
tive in a direct way. Indirectly, all members benefit 
when loans are used to upgrade the system. 

The broadcast did at least get one thing right when 
they acknowledged in the beginning of the program 
that the Rural Electrification program has been one of 
the most successful government programs ever at¬ 
tempted. The Rural Electrification Administration has 
loaned billions to electric cooperatives and never has 
there been any kind of scandal or accusations made 
that there was any kind of fraud or that anyone made 
off with the loan funds. Billions of dollars have been 
loaned to distribution cooperatives and less than fifty 
thousand dollars has defaulted and that was in the very 
first years of the program. That is a little different than 
the savings and loans’ mess where no government 
money was even involved and yet it will cost the tax¬ 
payers more than $250 billion to bail out and there 
appears to be a lot of room for charges of fraud and 
theft. 

Mr. James Miller, the budget director in the Reagan 
administration, would like you to believe that if REA 

were eliminated the government could save a billion 
dollars a year. Those are the same statements he made 
when he was budget director and I am beginning to 
see why we are now in the budget mess we are currently 
facing. The truth is that the current budget calls for 
approximately 450 million dollars to be loaned in the 
insured program this fiscal year. Under credit reform 
the budget only shows the direct cost to the govern¬ 
ment and that is the difference between the interest 
rate the government pays and the rate it receives. That 
difference is approximately 120 million dollars. Adding 
to that the cost of running the agency and you are in 
the neighborhood of 145 million dollars in the elec¬ 
tric program. I do not know what is involved in the 
telephone program, but the total of the two will be a 

long way from a billion dollars. Mr. Miller apparently 
can not distinguish between loans and grants and 
maybe that explains why he never could get a handle 
on the budget problems. I personally feel that if he and 
his other administration associates had spent less time 
on trying to eliminate a proven and successful program 
and spent a little more time watching the savings and 
loan industry, his time would have been better spent 
and the country would be a lot better off today. 

Should there be a subsidy to the electric cooperatives 

at all? That is really a question for each person to 
decide, but a lot will probably depend on where each 
person lives. One living in a big city might feel that 

a subsidy to a rural area is uncalled for, but they fail 
to recognize that private utilities get government sub¬ 
sidies in the income tax they pay and the investment 
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credits they received in the past. The day after the 60 
MINUTES program ran, I saw in the newspaper that 
22 Southern Illinois communities received grants for 
sewer projects and other programs. That goes on 
nationwide every day and those grants are no less a sub¬ 
sidy than charging less than the government’s cost of 
money on REA loans. I would venture to guess that 
everyone receives benefit of some form of government 
subsidy every day, we just don’t know about them or 
recognize them as subsidies. Most subsidies occur 
because it is perceived to be in the public interest to 
provide tax dollars for that purpose. Human nature 
being what it is, we don’t always see the benefit in other 
peoples subsidies, but I guess we have to look at the 
big picture. If each of us could eliminate government 
spending that we do not agree with, I guess there would 
be little need for taxes, but I am afraid that we wouldn’t 
like the end result. 

Since the actual subsidy to electric cooperatives in 
the form of low interest rates is relatively small in the 
overall budget picture, why the constant push to 
eliminate the program? Probably for a number of 
reasons, some having to do with philosophy and some 
with money. Most of the hear on the program is 
probably generated by a very few groups of staunch 
conservatives who are philosophically opposed to 
government being involved in private enterprise. They 
would be the same people who would like to sell TVA 
and Bonneville Power Administration to private power 
companies. They are, of course, not opposed to the 
government spending billions on questionable military 
projects in their home areas. One other probable 
source of support to do away with the REA program 
is the private utility industry. They would, of course, 
like to serve the load that is growing out into the 
cooperatives’ service area and pass the profits along 
to their stockholders. Also, I guess it does look a little 
bad for them when a small cooperative with consumer 
densities of five customers a mile can compete with 
utilities that might have 30-40 customers per mile of 
line. While those opposed to the program would like 
us to believe that they are only interested in looking 
after the welfare of the taxpayer, you always have the 
feeling that you have heard that line before and it is 

time to grab your pocketbook. 

SCAM 
It seems as though someone is always coming up with 

a new way to cheat people out of their money and I 
read about one the other day that all electric consumers 
should be aware of. I don’t recall the article exactly, 
but the gist was that a couple of men called on a con¬ 
sumer claiming they represented the electric utility and 
were there to do a wiring inspection. Naturally, they 
claimed they found a serious problem and even made 
a pretext of placing several calls to “headquarters’’ to 
discuss the problem. The end result was that they said 

that if the problem was not corrected immediately, they 
would have to turn off the electric service and the con¬ 
sumer wound up paying them over $800.00 to fix a 



non-existent problem. 
If someone should appear at your door claiming to 

represent us and wants to perform an inspection, there 
are a couple of things to keep in mind and they apply 
in other situations. First, you are responsible for the 
facilities on your side of the meter and we do not work 
on your facilities. Since we do not work on your side 
of the meter, we are not going to be coming around 
to inspect your facilities. We may refuse to connect a 
service if we see an obvious safety hazard on your side, 
but we would not offer to fix it for you and demand 
money on the spot. We would leave it up to you to cor¬ 
rect the problem and notify us when you were ready 
to have the service connected. 

Secondly, about the only situation where we would 
demand payment on the spot is when collecting past 
due bills and the situation has reached a point where 
we are at the door to either collect or disconnect the 
service. If it is a case where you perhaps owe construc¬ 
tion charges, we tell you the amount you owe and that 
it is due before we will schedule the work. Other than 
paying a past due bill, I would highly recommend 
calling one of our offices when someone shows up at 
your door claiming to represent us and demanding 
money for any reason. 

The best advice I can give you is to call us anytime 
someone shows up at your door, claiming to represent 
us and is there for other than routine matters, such as 
check reading your meter or perhaps inspecting our 
facilities up to the meter. If money is involved and it 
is not for a past due bill, call us first. Just make sure 
that you are the one doing the calling and you per¬ 
sonally talk to us. Do not let them make the call and 
all you hear is their side of the conversation. This 
sounds like rather basic advice, but con artists make 

their living off people who are trusting and a lot of 
them make their living trading off the good name of 
some legitimate company. 

Along those lines, and while it may not be a scam, 
we have insurance companies who try to trade off our 
name and lead our members to believe that we endorse 
their product. The names they use are sometimes so 
close to our national association’s name (National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association), that it is easy to 
assume that it is associated and endorsed by us. The 
facts are that we do not endorse any insurance com¬ 
panies and we give our membership mailing list to no 
one. Since I get my mail on a rural route even though 
I live in Steeleville, I sometimes get the letters these 
companies send out and it is usually addressed to rural 
patron or rural box or something of that nature. Since 
they do not have your specific address, that should be 
the first clue that they are not associated with us and 
should alert you to carefully read as to just who they 
are. 

As with other scams or misrepresentations, if they 
claim association with us, call and check before you 
part with your money. Other than this magazine, 
anything you receive from us in the mail will have your 
specific address and will be identified as coming from 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative. If it does not have our 
name on it, there is about a 100 percent chance we do 
not know about it. 

Office closings 
Our offices will be closed Thursday, November 28, 

and Friday, November 29, for the Thanksgiving 
holidays. 

Add a heat pump and save 
If you heat with gas or oil and are going to replace 

you central air unit or are considering the installation 
of central air in your home, you should consider an 
add-on heat pump. Egyptian Electric offers a $300 
rebate to members who install an add-on heat pump 
unit in conjunction with their gas or oil furnace. The 
rebate is also available to new home builders where an 
add-on heat pump in installed with a gas or oil furnace. 

Perhaps you believe your heating system should have 
provided more heat for the hard-earned money you 
spent on fuel last winter. Or maybe you’re thinking 
about installing or replacing your central air condi¬ 
tioner. In both cases take a look at the efficient add-on 
electric heat pump. Only the heat pump can provide 
year-round living comfort, supplying nearly 80 percent 

of your home heating needs and all of your cooling 
requirements. 

The heat pump does not produce heat. It simply 
transfers it. In the winter the pump extracts heat from 

the cold outside air and pumps it into the house. And 

it does it efficiently, too. For every kilowatt-hour the 
pump requires to operate, it produces the equivalent 

of anywhere from one to three kilowatt-hours in heat, 
depending upon conditions. That 100 percent to 300 
percent efficiency is the highest of any heating system 
available, well above the 65 percent seasonal efficiency 
of the average oil furnace in use. 

During the cooling season, the heat pump reverses 
its cycle and pumps heat outdoors like a conventional 
air conditioner. And the advantage of its “reverse” is 
that you don’t have to buy a separate unit for cooling. 
How do I qualify for the rebate? 

To qualify, contact either the Murphysboro or 
Steeleville office prior to installation. You will be asked 
to sign a rebate application and will be given a certifica¬ 
tion form to give to your heating and air conditioning 
contractor. When your heating and air conditioning 
contractor has installed the heat pump, he should send 

the certification form to Egyptian Electric. Egyptian 
Electric will then issue a check to you, made out to you 
and your contractor. 

Please contact your nearest cooperative office for any 
questions you might have. Remember, Egyptian Elec¬ 

tric is here to serve you, its members. 
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HAMILTON COUNTY TELEPHONE CO-OP 

HIGHWAY 142 EAST DAHLGREN, IL 62828 
TELEPHONE 736-2211 / 643-S110 

1-800-44RURAL 

PREMIUM SERVICES 
PT24 WABC - New York F2-04 

$3.95 WBBM - Chicago F2-02 

WXIA - Atlanta F2-12 

BASIC SERVICES 

SKYLINE KTLA - Los Angeles S3-15 

$3.00 WSBK - Boston S3-03 

WW7OR - New York Gl-15 

ID to 
CO 05 

05 cs 
F-H fH 

o u 

§ 

o 

g 
CQ 

w 
Q cn 
W 
Q o 

in 
05 

00 

Arts & Entertainment 

CNN 

Country Music Television 

Discovery 

ESPN 

Family Channel 

Headline News 

Nashville Network 

USA 

WGN 

_WTBS 

KTVT 

Learning Channel 

Lifetime 

Nickelodeon 

Nostalgia 

Travel Channel 

Weather Channel 

_WPiX 

Black Entertainment 

MTV 

Prime Network 

VH-1 

WABC 

WBBM 

WXIA 

WSBK 

WW0R 

Gl-12 

Gl-07 

Gl-13 

Gl-22 
Gl-09 

Gl-11 

Gl-08 

Gl-02 
Gl-21 
Gl-03 

Gl-18 

S3-05 

Fl-02 

G3-20 

G3-19 

F4-21 

Fl-09 

G3-13 

S3-09 

Fl-20 
G3-17 

T3-17 

G3-15 

F2-04 

F2-02 

F2-12 

S3-03 

Gl-15 

Any Basic without ESPN $1.00 Less J 

NETLINK KCNC - Denver F2-22 

$5.95 KMGH - Denver F2-03 

KRMA - Denver F2-18 

KUSA-Denver F2-01 

KWGN - Denver F2-17 

HBO East Gl-23 

$7.95 West Fl-13 

CINEMAX East Gl-19 

$7.95 West Fl-23 

SHOWTIME East Gl-05 

$7.95 West Gl-16 

MOVIE CHANNEL East G1-10 

$7.95 West Gl-14 

DISNEY East Gl-04 

$7.95 West Gl-24 

SSN Home Team Sports, HSE, KBL, MSG, 

$8.55 Midwest Sports, Pass, Pacific Sports, 

Prime Network, Prime Sports NW, 

Prime Sports, Prime Ticket, Sport 

South Sunshine Network 

(f= ' ' ^ 
Any two of 

HBO, Cinemax, Showtime, Movie Channel, or Disney 

$14.95 

Any three: $20.95; Any four: $27.95; All five: $33.95 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437. If there is a delay, please 
remain on the line until the call 

is answered. 
MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, 
and other information requested. 
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Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Tear 
Directors   

Kevin Liefer 

Archie Hamifton 

John E. Steete 

W. Dean Bame 

Hubert L. Chapman 

Employees 

Harold I. Dycus 

Raymond C. Mufhohand 

Date A. Smith 

Edward C. Timpner 

Wiffiam Broom, Attorney 

Harry Kuhn, Manager 

Orvitte Aims 

Scot Aims 

Dana Bayer 

Don Boffman 

Ahna Boucher 

Mite Chamness 

Brenda Ctetand 

Bryce Cramer 

Daman Daitey 

Gten Degenhardt 

Bryan Diercts 

John Donovan 

Michaet Eftis 

Tom Emsting 

Linda Ftorreich 

Don Forty 

Merte Fuhrfop 

Cart Goetting 

Jim Grothaus 

Charles Gueterstoh 

Larry' Hartman 

Terry Hope 

Lester James 

Wittiam Korando 

Wayne Luedeman 

Diane Maxwett 

Art Pontow 

Bob Poole 

Norman Quittman 

Dean Reiman 

Witbert Schnepet 

Aaron Schuster 

Harold' Shields 

David Sickmeyer 

Jo Ann Simmons 

Jim Smith 

Richard Stein 

Roger Stuva 

Gerald Thies 

Linda Wittiamson 

Judy Wo tiers 

May the doorway to your home wehome friends— 

May your windows reflect the love that glows within — 

May every room be filled with smiles of joy. 

Christmas blessings to you and to all who dwell beneath your roof. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/December 1991 10a 



From the 
Managers Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

STORM DAMAGE 
I am writing this in early December and we have just 

experienced high w inds over most of the system last 
week and had a glaze of ice at the beginning of this 
week. That gets the winter off to a rough start and 
perhaps now would be a good time to explain how we 
operate under heavy storm damage situations. If we 
have a storm such as the one that occurred last Friday 
night (November 29), we will work straight through 
without sleep or rest until everyone is back in service 
because we believe we can get service restored in 24 
hours. 

If the damage is such that we do not believe we can 
restore service in a day, we will work through the first 
night and then pull the crews in for rest and sleep in 
the succeeding nights. While we hate to have people 
out of service and we are not out working, you quickly 
reach a point where it is not safe for the men or pro¬ 
ductive for them to be stumbling around in the dark 
when they are over tired and need rest and sleep. It 
is really better for everyone concerned for the men to 
get some rest during the dark hours and be ready to 
go at first light, than it would be to try and work beyond 
everyone’s limits. 

So, if we have a major ice storm and you are out of 
pow-er and do not see us working after nine or ten 
o’clock in the evening, you can assume that we have 
reached a point where the men are tired and we are 
working 16-to-18-hour days, rather than around the 
clock. 

It is always a problem when we are restoring service 
when people are without service, but they see that their 
neighbor has light and they have a hard time under¬ 
standing why they do not have service. To understand 
why this happens, you first have to visualize how our 
electrical system is arranged. Basically, we have 17 
substations, and each station serves a defined area of 
the system. All of our substations are interconnected 

to other stations, but the normal mode of operation 
is to operate with the interconnections open so that 
each station serves its designated area in isolation from 
the other stations. 

Operating in this manner means that the normal 
outages we experience during the year are confined 
to a much smaller area. If all stations were operated 
together, you would have the potential to lose several 
stations because of a relatively minor incident and that 
is not acceptable. With the interconnections in place, 
however, we do have the ability to shift load from one 
station to another in the event of an equipment failure 
in a station and can thus shorten outages a great deal. 
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With the isolated operation of the substations, it does 
mean that you might be on the very edge of a substa¬ 
tion’s area boundary and your neighbor across the road 
is served off another station. If we lose the station 
serving you, you will be in the dark but your neighbor 
may have lights because his station is still in service. 

The other factor that comes into play in determining 
whether you and your neighbor are both out is the 
manner in which the power is delivered from the sta¬ 
tion to your home. We have as many as four circuits 
leaving each substation and each of those circuits con¬ 
sists of three phases or, in less technical terms, each 
circuit consists of three energized wires and one neutral 
wire. As the circuits wind their way through the substa¬ 
tion areas, single phase taps are made off the three- 
phase line and for most of you, that is how you receive 
your service. A small number of members require 
three-phase service and they actually take service off 
all three wires, but the vast majority utilize single-phase 
service. Thus, it depends on what phase you are on as 
to whether or not you might be affected by an outage. 

If you live along a three-phase line and are connected 
to what we call Phase A and your neighbor across the 
road is connected to Phase B, he will be out of power 
but you will not if the outage is limited to only Phase 
B on that circuit. By spreading the load over three 
phases, we can balance the load on the substation 
transformer and it also limits the number of people 
affected by single-phase outages. So, if you are out and 
your neighbor is not, you are not being slighted, it just 
means your neighbor was luckier this time but may not 
be the next time. 

When we are faced with major damage and it is going 
to take days to restore service, we do have to establish 
priorities. First, if the high-voltage lines serving the 
substations are damaged, we must fix those First 
because it makes little sense to have our circuits ready 
for power and have no way of getting the power to the 
substations. Next, we must make sure that the substa¬ 
tions themselves are ready for service because without 
serviceable stations we can not deliver the power. Once 
the power supply is in operation, we then must look 
at which lines we will work on First and those must, of 
course, be the main three phase feeder lines out of the 
station because they are our means of delivering the 
power out into the substation areas. Once the main 

lines are back in service, we then work on the single¬ 
phase lines that provide service to most of you. 

Which feeder lines and which single-phase lines get 
worked on First is a matter of priorities and judgement. 
Loads that are critical to public health and welfare are 
going to get service first. That would be water supplies 
for drinking and FireFighting, medical facilities, sewage 
treatment plants and other such facilities that are 
critical to the public’s health and well-being. After those 
loads are taken care of, it is a matter of deciding where 
we can most effectively spend the hours we have 
available to us. If it is going to take 40 man hours to 
rebuild a line to get service to one individual whereas 
those same hours might restore service to 200 members 



if we worked on another line, I believe that you would 
want us to spend those hours where we could do the 
most good. If you happen to be the individual that 
requires the 40 man hours, that may not seem fair at 
the time, but it makes sense to heat 200 homes as 
opposed to heating only one. 

In the event of any outage, we are going to do our 
best to get you back in service. If we pass you by, it is 
because we may have problems down the road that pre¬ 
vent us from getting power to your location or we sim¬ 
ply have to spend our time where it will benefit the 
most people. It is similar to the situation where you 
want to invest your money to get the best return. We 
try to do the same thing with our time by investing it 
where it will achieve the greatest return. We may make 
mistakes, but we are using our best judgement at 
the time. 

GROUND SOURCE HEAT PUMPS 
One very efficient means of heating and cooling that 

we have not promoted a great deal is the ground source 
heat pump. It is a fairly new concept as far as residen¬ 
tial heating and cooling, but is gaining in popularity 
and we probably have 8-10 such systems in our service 
area. The heat pumps most of us are familiar with 
extract heat from outside the air in the heating mode 
and discharge heat into the outside air in the cooling 
mode. A ground source heat pump, on the other hand, 
extracts heat from the ground or discharges heat into 
the ground, depending on whether it is in the heating 
or cooling mode. It manages this heat exchange 
through fluid filled pipes that are buried either ver¬ 
tically or horizontally in the ground. If the unit is 
heating, it circulates the fluid through the pipes and 
as the fluid makes its circuit, it picks up heat from the 
ground. The unit’s compressor then extracts the heat 

from the fluid and puts it into the home. The cooling 
cycle is just the reverse. 

The system is very efficient because you are work¬ 
ing with ground temperatures that are very uniform 
and are around 50 degrees. It is a lot easier to extract 
heat from something that is 50 degrees than it is to 
extract heat from outside air that might be 10 degrees. 
Conversely, it is easier to dump heat into something 
that is 50 degrees as opposed to dumping it into out¬ 
side air that might be 95 degrees. An air-to-air heat 
pump — such as I have and I have discussed fairly 
often — is very efficient, but because of the tem¬ 
peratures that it has to work with, a ground source heat 
pump is much more efficient. Also, there is no outside 
unit with a ground source heat pump. Everything is 
inside the house with no exposure to the outside 
elements and it is a very quiet operating system. 

The reason I am discussing this system at this 
time is that Bryce Cramer, the Murphysboro Of¬ 
fice Manager, is building a new home outside of 
Murphysboro and is installing such a system. He is 
planning to have an open house to show the system 
and is extending an invitation to any member that 
might have an interest in such a system and want to 
learn more about it. Elsewhere in this section is infor¬ 
mation on the date and time and directions on how 
to get to Bryce’s house. If you have an interest in 
the cleanest, quietest and most-efficient heating and 
cooling system on the market, plan to attend. 

Office closings 
Our offices will be closed on Wednesday, 

December 25, for Christmas and on Wednesday, 
January 1, for New Year’s Day. 

Twelve Days of Christmas 
From 1558 until 1829 the Catholics in 

England were not pernnitted to prac¬ 
tice their faith openly. Twelve Days of 
Christmas was written as a catechism 
song for young Catholics. There are two 

The Partridge in a pear tree is Jesus 
Christ 

Two Turtle Doves — Old and New 
Testament 

Three French Hens — Faith, Hope and 
Charity 

Four Calling Birds — Four Gospels 
Five Golden Rings — First five books of 

the Old Testament 
Six Geese a laying — Six days of 

Creation 

levels of meaning, one surface meaning 
and one hidden meaning known at that 
time only to Catholics, in which each 
element was a symbol for a religious 
reality, helping the children remember: 

Seven Swans a swimming — Seven gifts 
from the. Holy Spirit 

Eight Maids a milking —Eight Beatitudes 
Nine Ladies dancing — Nine fruits of the 

Holy Spirit 
Ten Lords a leaping — Ten Command¬ 

ments 
Eleven Pipers piping — Eleven Faithful 

Disciples 
Twelve Drummers drumming — Twelve 

points of belief in the Apostles Creed 
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WaterFurnace Field Day 
Date: February 1, 1992 

Time: 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Where: Home of Bryce Cramer 

Sponsored by: Williams Heating and Air Conditioning 

Directions: Go west out of 
Murphysboro on Rt. 149, xh mile 
to top of the hill, turn left on 
County Road 1795 (approxi¬ 
mately 200 yards east of the 
Lake Murphysboro entrance 
road). Go 300 yards to the lane 
on the west side of brick home 
on the left, turn left on lane and 
follow lane 1,000 feet. 

Energy efficient light bulbs 
When would it pay to buy a light 

bulb costing $22 instead of one 
costing 90 cents? When you use it 
enough for the extra efficiency to 
be important, and that may be less 
time than you think, says Bill Peter¬ 
son, Extension Ag Engineer at the 
University of Illinois. 

A recent entry into the lighting 
market is a screw-in fluorescent 
light using 18 watts that produces 
just as much light as a 75-watt 
regular incandescent bulb. While 
the price is about $22, the life is 
10,000 hours, compared with about 
750 hours for the ordinary in¬ 
candescent bulb. That means you 
would use 13.3 ordinary 75-watt 

bulbs (costing $12) during the 
lifetime of one fluorescent bulb. 

Also, in that time, the electricity 

to run the 18-watt fluorescent, 
screw-in bulb (at $.06 per kwh) will 
cost $10.80 while the electricity to 
run the 75-watt incandescent bulbs 

will cost $45. The cost of bulb and 
electricity for the 10,000 hours will 
total about $33 for the fluorescent 
bulb and $57 for the incandescent 
bulbs. 

Another way to compare is to 
calculate yearly bulb replacement 
cost, plus energy cost, plus interest 
on the extra money invested in the 
fluorescent bulb. Peterson’s calcula¬ 
tions, assuming bulbs operate two 
hours per day, show a yearly cost of 
$1.58 per year less for the fluores¬ 
cent light. 

If the light is operated only one 
hour per day, the incandescent bulb 

is cheaper. But savings increase to 
$3.31 per year when the light is 
operated 10 hours per night. 

from the February 1991, 
IFEC Quarterly Report 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: < 

1. Check your main fuses or circuit 
breakers. 

2. Check your meter pole. If you have 
breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE -NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437. If there is a delay, please 
remain on the line until the call 

is answered. 
MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, 
and other information requested. 
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