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General Manager's Comments by Chris L. Bennett 

What causes the power to go out? 
Have you ever been right in the mid¬ 

dle of something when the power goes 
out? Have you ever been entering data 
into a computer and lose it due to an 
outage? I certainly have, and I really 
don’t like it! Have you ever wondered 
what causes those outages? 

When you think of the power going 
out, a lot of obvious things come to 
mind—did I pay my bill? Oh, it’s 
storming again, or there must be a fuse 
out in my breaker box. Those are all 
reasons for the power to be out also, but 
I’ve assembled a little information you 
might find interesting about why the 
power goes out—other than for lack of 
payment, of course! 

Your Cooperative is dedicated to pro¬ 
viding you service, and we want it to be 
as reliable and uninterrupted as pos¬ 
sible. To do so requires a lot of effort 
on our part, but we feel service is all 
we have to sell. With that in mind, I 
obviously want to point out all the 
reasons you were out of power that were 
not within our control. Additionally, 
I’ll tell you the reasoning behind the 
outages that were within our control. 

I have categorized our outages into 
nine (9) groups as shown in the accom¬ 
panying chart. Please understand that 
we are presenting to you all outages that 
we are aware of—those where the power 
being supplied by us, on “our side” of 
the meter, is interrupted. Please also 
realize your Cooperative serves approxi¬ 
mately 13,300 member-owners with over 
3,200 miles of distribution and 200 
miles of transmission line. It’s very 

possible for us to incur more than one 
outage at a time, and for them to be 
totally unrelated. Your Cooperative is 
serving the rural areas of parts of eleven 
(11) counties and averages approxi¬ 

mately 4 meters per mile of distribution 
line. As you can see by the chart, the 
outages, in total, are decreasing as we 
work to rebuild and replace our system, 
making it stronger and less vulnerable 
to the wind and weather conditions. As 
you know, however, certain outages are 
unavoidable regardless of our efforts. 

Power Supplier outages are due to 
our supplier(s) interrupting our source 
of electricity, before it gets delivered to 
you. We have no control over it, as often 
times the supplier may not either. Con¬ 
struction/Maintenance outages are those 
times we have to interrupt the flow of 
electricity in order to do some needed 
repairs or changes and are unable to 
feed those members from another 
source or direction. 

Mother Nature/Weather outages are 
those due to storms, lightning, wind ice, 
etc. that are beyond our control. Our 
upgraded maintenance programs will 
continue to help us improve upon these 
outages. In 1989, we had many, many 
outages due to the ice storm in March. 
Equipment Problems are those outages 
caused by transformers, breakers, con¬ 
ductor and other similar equipment. 
Trees cause many of our outages as they 
blow into the lines and transformers. 
We are continually working to keep our 
lines cleared of trees and brush, but it’s 
a never-ending battle. Unfortunately, 
outages caused by trees we are not 
allowed to trim affect those other than 

the tree owner. Animal outages are 
those often over looked by everyone— 
these are caused when an animal crawls 
onto a transformer, regulator, breaker 
or other equipment resulting in the 
outage. We only know of outages due to 
animals when the animals are found at 

(Continued on page 14d) 
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Sophomores, Juniors, Seniors: E 
Win a Free Trip to Washingtol 

One boy and one girl will receive an expense paid trip to 
Washington, D.C., June 15-22, 1990. 

A boy and girl finalist will be selected from each of the fol¬ 
lowing area high schools: Carmi, Cisne, Clay City, Edwards 
County, Fairfield, Grayville, McLeansboro, Norris City and 
Wayne City. (A minimum of 10 finalists will be selected.) 

The finalists will participate in “Illinois Rural Electric Youth 
Day,” April 18, 1990. 
Eligibility: 

Any high school sophomore, junior, or senior living within 
the Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative service area 
is eligible. They need not live in a home receiving electricity 
from the Cooperative. 

Members of the immediate family of the board of directors, 
employees and winners of previous Washington, D.C. trips are 
not eligible. 
Topic: 

Clean air, clean coal legislation; what will it do to our area? 

ESSAY DEADLINE 
Essays and entry blanks must be received by noon, March 21, 1990. 
Enter now! 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative, P.O. Drawer E, Fairfield, 
Illinois 62837 

Please send an entry blank and information concerning this sum¬ 
mer’s “Youth to Washington” essay contest. 

Name   Date   

Parent’s Name  

Address  

Telephone No. 

High School _ 

Age. Sex: Male. Female. 

Class Year 

Blake Wood of Fairfield and Lynne M. 
Cunningham of McLeansboro are pictured 
with John Freitag, tour director. 

Form: 
Length — not less than 500 

nor more than 1,000 words. 
Typed on 8!4 x 11-inch paper, 
double-spaced and on one side 
only. Footnote information 
source. Number each page. Do 
not type your name on the essay; 
type it on a separate sheet. 
Preliminary judging will be made 
by number. 
Information: 

May be obtained from Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Cooper¬ 
ative office, Fairfield, Illinois, or 
schools in the cooperative area. 
Entry: 

Deliver the essay to the teacher 
in charge or mail to Wayne- 

White Counties Electric Cooper¬ 
ative, Drawer E, Fairfield, Illinois 
62837, no later than March 16, 
1990. 

Sponsored by 

Wayne-White Counties 
Fairfield, Illinois 

Serving Rural America 

Cooperative 
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Now Your 

Washington trip 
blends fun, 

learning 
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(Continued from page 14a) 
the scene, I’m sure other outages we 
refer to as “unknown” are caused by 
animals that weren’t killed. Vehicles 
and Public Caused outages are 
those resulting from vehicles hitting 
poles, guy wires are other similar 
incidents relating to public activi¬ 
ties where contact was made with 
our plant and the outages resulted. 
Member Caused outages are those 

resulting when a member of the 
Cooperative, receiving service from 
us, is operating faulty equipment 
that may overload a breaker on the 
line, or causes where they may come 
into direct contact with our lines 
with his equipment causing a direct 
fault on his line leaving he and his 
neighbors without power. Miscel¬ 
laneous Other outages are those 
outages due to non-reoccurring 

incidents and “unknowns.” 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 

Cooperative is proud of our outage 
record and our efforts to provide 
you electrical service, but we will 
never quit trying to improve upon 
it. The next time the power goes 
out, guess what was the cause, then 
call us in a day or two to see if you 
were right! 

Outage history 
Number of outages 

Cause of outage 
Year-to-date 

10/89 
For 

1988 
the period 
1987 1986 Average 

Power Supplier 19 10 74 28 32.75 
Construction/Maintenance 47 84 106 106 85.75 
Mother IMature/Weather 259 210 324 237 257.50 
Equipment Problems 144 165 158 236 175.75 
Trees 61 56 127 104 87.00 
Animals 32 40 26 38 34.00 
Vehicles/Public Caused 28 63 47 42 45.00 
Member Caused 22 10 15 23 17.50 
Misc. Other 21 44 43 45 38.25 

TOTAL 633 682 920 859 773.50 

Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

Satellite dish needed $10.00 hookup fee 
Choose your own programming 

HBO/Cinemax/Disney—All three $20.95 per month 
Disney —$7.95 per month HBO/Cinemax— $14.95 
HBO —$7.95 per month HBO/Disney —$14.95 
Cinemax—$7.95 per month Cinemax/Disney —$14.95 
Starion Premier Cinema —$9.95 per month 
Stardust Theatre —$5.50 per month 

Basic package —$9.95 
CNN 
ESPN 
Headline News 
CBN The Family Channel 
USA Network 
Nickelodeon 
Lifetime 
KTVT Dallas 
The Travel Channel 

per month 
WPIX New York 
WGN Chicago 
The Weather Channel 
Country Music Television 
The Discovery Channel 
The Learning Channel 
The Nostalgia Channel 
The Nashville Network 
Superstation TBS WTBS Atlanta 

Prime Time 24 $3.95 per month 
Skyline Silver $3.00 per month 

Phone 618-842-2196 
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General Manager's Comments by Chris L. Bennett 

Here comes that "thing" again! 
I certainly felt this title would get 

your attention, and unfortunately, it’ll 
probably be the only humorous part of 
this month’s column. I once had a 
minister that I thought to be the best—I 
was always amazed at his ability to han¬ 
dle any situation without being out¬ 
wardly flustered. There was only one 
except that he never could contain— 
when the church needed more money 
and he had to preach on tithing, he was 
outwardly, inwardly, and every other 
way flustered, and he couldn’t contain 
his ability to speak about it without 
evident signs of uncomfortableness, 
sweaty palms, and such. Well, I know 
how he feels right now as I must tell you 
your Cooperative will again be using the 
Wholesale power Cost adjustment, 
beginning with your March 1 st electric 
statement. 

Wayne-White last increased its assess¬ 
ments in April of 1987, basing those 
rates on the current average cost of pur¬ 
chased power at that time. Additionally, 
projections were made of future oper¬ 
ating costs for the balance of the system. 
Once all costs and projections were 
gathered, the current revenue assess¬ 
ments were generated. The current 
assessments were very effective when 
power costs stayed within the current 
average, but once such costs increased, 
the revenue being generated was no 
longer able to cover the additional 
power costs, and the projected oper¬ 
ating costs Your Cooperative is now in 

that position—our assessments are not 
meeting our power costs. 

The Wholesale Power Cost Adjust¬ 
ment is designed to meet the excess pur¬ 

chased power costs only—no additional 
operating costs are included in the 
adjustment. If the cost goes up by 1 per¬ 
cent, the adjustment would reflect that 
increase only. Two alternatives to this 
procedure come to mind. One would be 
the constant revision of our revenue 
assessments, which would be an ex¬ 
tremely time consuming and expensive 
process as power costs fluctuate from 
season to season anyway. The second 
alternative would be to make a general 
increase in the revenue assessments, 
making it high enough to meet system 
needs for a longer period of time. All 
of these methods would work, but the 
fairest to you, our member, is using the 
adjustment clause only when needed, 
and keeping your assessments as low as 
we can for as long as we can. 

On your March 1st bill you’ll notice 
the adjustment clause. You can verify its 
calculation by multiplying the shown 
factor by the shown kwh usage. If you 
have any questions or concerns over the 
fuel adjustment, please feel free to give 
me a call so we can discuss it. 
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Wayne-White Counties 
53 YEARS OF SERVICE 

P < 
Attend Wayne-White 

Counties 
Electric 

Cooperative 
53rd Annual Meeting 

Friday night, March 16 
Fairfield Community High School 

Celebrate 
St. Patrick's Day 

With your friends and neighbors at Registration at 5 p.m. 
Wayne-White Electric's annual meeting Free pork chop and fish dinner at 5 p.m. 

Serving from 5 p.m. til 7 p.m. Business meeting begins at 7 p.m. 

Entertainment by 
The Village Singers 

of 
Norris City-Omaha-Enfield High School 

Grand prize—20-inch color television 

Door prizes for every family 

Attendance prizes 
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Officers and directors seated 
from left: Jerry Carter, Richard 
Rubenacker, Vernon Gwaltney, 
Robert Drake and Jay Fyie, at¬ 
torney. Standing from left: Chris L. 
Bennett, manager; Jack Kelsey, 
Larry Hosselton, Stanley E. 
Greathouse, Robert D. Glover and 
James T. Walsh. 



Know your employees 

Ken Nordmann 
Ken Nordmann has been with 

WWCEC since 1966 and has 
been employed with electric 
co-ops for 26 years, having been 
an employee of Clinton County 
Electric Cooperative, Breese, 
before coming to work here. 
“They didn’t have a formal 
apprenticeship program here 
then,” he says, “but technically, 
I’d have been an apprentice 
lineman when I started.” He’s 
been foreman of the hotline crew 
for the last 10 years. 

Ken was born in Clinton 
County and attended schools 
there. After graduating from 
high school he held several jobs, 
including maintenance man at a 
factory and a guide at a game 
preserve. He also did refrigera¬ 
tion work for Meissner Brothers, 
a large farm supply firm, and has 
studied electronic technology 
at United Electrical School in 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

Ken and his wife, Theresa, who 
have been married 30 years, have 
three daughters and two sons. 
They’re also the proud grand¬ 
parents of three girls and two 
boys. 

A member of the Knights 
of Columbus, Ken attends St. 
Edward’s Catholic Church in 
Fairfield, where he used his 
woodworking and carving skills 
to remodel the alter furniture. 

His hobbies include wood¬ 
working and carving, and one of 
his specialties is making wood 
decoys. He also enjoys fishing 
and oil painting. 

Nordmann 

Tamara Ruhl 
Tamara Ruhl, executive sec¬ 

retary, came to work at WWCEC 
some 10 years ago, after several 
years of parenting and farming 
with her husband, Larry, on 
the family’s spread near Geff. 
She came here as a cashier in 
February 1979. 

Born in Mt. Vernon and raised 
in Mill Shoals, Tamara went to 
Mill Shoals grade schools, spent 
her first year in high school at 
Mills Prairie and graduated from 
East Richland High School in 
Olney. She attended the Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois for a year and met 
Larry there. 

She worked at the U. of L, 
and later, when Larry was in 
Vietnam, spent a year working at 
Michigan State University. A true 
army wife, she also worked for 

the purchasing department at 
Fort Stewart, Georgia before 
taking time off to get the family 
going. The Ruhls have two sons 
and a daughter. Scott, who’s 

Ruhl 

22, works and attends college. 
Jennifer, 20, is a student at 
Johnson Bible College in 
Knoxville, Tennessee, and is 
active in the choir. Kevin, 18, is 
a student at Wabash Valley Col¬ 
lege in Mt. Carmel, studying ag 
production. 

Although she “left” college, 
Tamara hasn’t quit working on 
her education, and is now a stu¬ 
dent at Frontier Community Col¬ 
lege in Fairfield. She expects to 
graduate in May with a degree in 
general studies. She is listed in 
“Who’s Who Among American 
College Students,” and has 
served on an advisory committee 
for the secretarial programs at 
Frontier. In May 1988 she be¬ 
came a certified professional 
secretary. 

Tamara lists her hobbies as “a 
lot of reading,” her college 
studies and playing the piano 
and organ. The family is active in 
the Geff Christian Church where 
she plays the organ. 
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General Manager's Comments  by Chris L. Bennett 

"Return to Sender" 
As of July 1, 1990, we are meeting a 

request many of you have made to 
employees, directors and myself. Be¬ 
ginning with your July billing statement, 
you will receive the added benefit of a 
return envelope for mailing your pay¬ 
ment and reading back to us. We have 
received many requests for this service, 
and we feel it will be beneficial to you 
and your Cooperative alike. The return 
envelope will not only give you the 
means of mailing your payment and 
reading, it will also aid us in identifying 
payments when we process our daily 
mail. Our mail comes to the office in an 
unsorted “pile” or bag, which is then 
dumped on a counter top and sorted 
manually. Those in our accounts 
receivable department need to process 
payments promptly, those in accounting 
want their mail, and so it goes. The big¬ 
gest portion of our mail is payments. A 
separate envelope, easily identified due 
to its size and/or color, will quickly 
enable us to pick those payments and 
readings out of the stack and process 
them more efficiently. 

Our monthly billing statement is 
being slighdy revised to fit the envelope, 
also. It will look the same as it is now, 
only it will be slightly larger. The 
envelope itself, however, will be light 
green in color and will be a “2-way” 
envelope—the return envelope will be 
the same one in which you received 
your billing statement. More detailed 
instructions will follow as July 1 ap¬ 
proaches, but all you will do is simply 
pull out an inside flap, insert your 
return information, and fold and seal 
the flap as you would any other en¬ 
velope. These envelopes are great! They 
are being widely used by other busi¬ 
nesses offering the services of a return 

envelope. Also, they avoid additional 
costs to your Cooperative, and to you 
the member-owner, by not requiring the 
time consuming job of inserting a 
smaller return envelope in the large 
mailing envelope, no additional costs 
involved in a totally separate envelope, 
and savings on postage as the weight 
and bulk will be less than two separate 
envelopes. The use of an envelope over 
our present post-card billing will give us 
each some additional benefits, also. By 
your monthly statement being enclosed 
in an envelope, your privacy will be 
maintained as your billing amount and 
other information will not be open 
for all to see, and it will afford us 
a medium to better communicate 
with you through the use of special 
mailings that we can enclose with your 
statements. 

In part of our service area, there have 
been locations where members could go 
and pay their bills directly. These loca¬ 
tions were useful but were not available 
to all of our members. While we ap¬ 
preciate the efforts of those collectors 
in processing payments, we feel the 
“2-way” envelope, with the added con¬ 
venience of being pre-addressed, will 
benefit every member and provide bet¬ 
ter communication to our members. 
Your Cooperative is here to serve you 
and we feel this added benefit and con¬ 
venience will be greatly appreciated by 
all. When you receive that first state¬ 

ment, please feel free to take a few 
moments and write down your com¬ 
ments about this service and any further 

enhancements you would like to see. 
Enclose them with your payment, 
addressed to my attention, and I’ll 
gladly review them and get back to you. 
I’m always grateful for your input. 
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Electricity 
and 

your health 
Scare headlines overlook 

uncertainties of recent studies 
They make eye-catching headlines: “Cancer-power 

line link cited in study.” “Radiation alert.” “Power lines 
and appliances—Are you at risk?” 

A recent article in a national women’s magazine 
advised readers to beware of power lines, computer ter¬ 
minals and electric blankets. Newspapers have reported 
on one health scientist’s findings showing “a statistically 
significant link between cancer and human exposure 
to electromagnetic fields.” 

These should not be thought of as final statements 
on the issue, but rather as incomplete reports of 
ongoing research into the effects of electric and 
magnetic fields (EMF) on humans. 

Concerns about a link between power lines and 
illness, especially cancer, have been raised for more 
than a decade. It’s understandably an emotional issue 
because electricity is so much a part of our lives. Since 
electricity was introduced into homes and businesses 

more than 100 years ago, the small risks it can pose 
are far outweighed by its benefits. 

The Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) in Palo 
Alto, California, the not-for-profit research body of the 
U.S. electric utility industry, is conducting the world’s 
most extensive study on EMF exposure. 

Since 1973, EPRI has been a sponsor of EMF 
research, putting more than $25 million into scientific 
studies. The Institute is participating in 30 studies at 
a cost of approximately $6 million a year. Five electric 
utility systems and 130,000 employees are involved. 
Results are expected in 1992. 

The latest thoughts on EMF 
First, some background: Electric and magnetic fields 

are invisible forces given off wherever electricity is con¬ 
ducted. The strength of these fields drops quickly as 
distance from the source increases. 

EMF sources— Most of us are exposed to EMF at all 
times, since electricity is such a familiar part of our 
routine. Sources include household wiring and water 
pipes, kitchen appliances, TVs, computers, electric 
blankets, heater wires in floors and ceilings, and cer¬ 
tain clocks, as well as electric power lines. At ordinary 
levels, the EMF currents from these sources are much 
lower than the human body’s own electrical activity. 

Health studies— Three main types of study are 
under way. Epidemiological studies examine statistical 
links between illnesses and possible causes. Exposure 
studies measure the amount of EMF exposure persons 
are actually getting. Laboratory studies look at the 
exposure of tissues, cells and whole animals to EMF 
fields. 

And their results— So far, the main thing that 

various studies have in common is uncertainty. One 
researcher finds no statistical link while another sees 
some sort of connection. However, even studies that 
report some health effect from EMF have shown the 
amount of risk to be very small. 

Causes of illness other than EMF have not been ruled 
out. For example, a highly populated neighborhood 
might have a higher density of power lines, but it would 
also have more traffic, noise, air pollution and ex- 
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posure to hazardous chemicals. Older homes with 
water pipe leaks could cause water contamination. 

Two studies have shown that the incidence of cancer 
among children living near high-current density power 
lines may rise from one in 10,000 to about two in 
10,000 by living near a major electric line. Experimen¬ 
tal errors, though, may mean there is no risk in this 
group. Other similar studies have shown no increase 
in cancer among children who live near power lines. 

Sensational vs. scientific 
New study results in this field are continually 

emerging. Unlike the strong ties between tobacco 
smoking and disease, there is incomplete evidence of 
a weak link between EMF exposure and cancer— 
frightening headlines notwithstanding. 

Sensational TV, reports may draw your attention, but 
remember that in the scientific arena, the news isn’t 
quite so alarming. 

A case in point: 
New York state telephone workers 

The contrasting results of two studies of telephone 
workers in New York state show how inconclusive the 
research into EMF is at this stage. They point to the 
importance of solid scientific research over emotional, 
uninformed overreaction. 

The first study— Two different types of studies were 
carried out by Professor Genevieve Matanoski and col¬ 
leagues at Johns Hopkins University. The objective: to 
see whether telephone workers are at a higher risk of 
cancer due to EMF exposure. 

The first study, sponsored by EPRI, looked at 1.2 
million male telephone employees nationwide, active 
and retired. From this group, 222 fatal leukemia cases 
were detected during the period 1975-1980. This group 
was matched by age, company and year of hire with 
a second control group of employees. EMF exposures 
of workers in each group were then estimated ac¬ 
cording to jobs they held and the time spent in each 
job. 

Findings— Work on this study continues, but initial 
results showed no evidence of increased risk of 
leukemia among telephone linemen. 

The second study— Funded mainly by the National 
Institute of Environmental Health studies, this study 
was based on a smaller population than the first. It set 
out to identify all cases of cancer at its onset, rather 
than at death as the first study did. Records of ap¬ 
proximately 50,000 men employed by the New York 
telephone company from 1976-1980 were matched with 
the New York State Cancer Registry. The rate of cancer 
among linemen was then compared to that of other 
telephone company employees and New York males 
in general. 

Findings— The results were unexpected, since the 
first study, showed no connection between leukemia 
and EMF. three main conclusions were: 
• Some active workers appear to have an increased 

risk of developing leukemia. 
• Incidence rates for almost all types of cancer are 

highest among cable splicers, who work atop utility 
poles and likely receive higher EMF exposures. 

• Breast cancer, very rare among males, was detected 
among men working on central office switching 
equipment. 

Differing results? 

The second study cannot be considered a firm 
indication of the amount or source of risk in EMF 
exposure. The actual number of cancer cases is very 
small. Overall cancer rates of the telephone linemen 
were lower than those of New York state males in 
general. 

Among the 50,000 men involved in the New York 
telephone workers study, 12 leukemia cases were 
found. When this population is divided into subgroups 
for analysis, the number of cases is even smaller and 
more susceptible to random error. Also, the actual 
amounts of exposure to EMF could only be guessed at. 

The research continues 

For its ongoing research, the Electric Power Research 

Institute has created an instrument to better measure 
EMF exposures. It is a portable meter than can be worn 
by a worker to record EMF exposures for weeks at a 
time. 

It is through more accurate research that scientists 
will gain a clearer understanding about electric and 
magnetic fields and any risks they may pose. 

WARNING: 
IF YOU THINK THE POWER IS OFF 
WHEN THE SWITCH IS OFF 
YOU'RE WRONG. 
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Energy shortage 
Electric power shortages in the United States within 

the next decade may bring the government to for¬ 
mulate a national energy policy. 

Frank H. Lennox, director of research for Washington 
D.C.-based Science Concepts Inc., predicted wide¬ 
spread energy shortages because utility companies are 
not investing in new plants. 

“At the present rate of growth, the country will need 
100 new large generating plants by 1998,” said Lennox. 
“Currently, those plants are nowhere on the horizon.” 

Lennox said power plants now in operation can pro¬ 
vide adequate power to the country until 1998 only at 
a 1 percent growth rate. However, from 1987 to 1988, 
nationwide electrical demand grew 4.5 percent. 

During the 1970s and 1980s, many manufacturing 
companies shifted from their own energy source of 
huge coal-fired furnaces to using electrical energy pro¬ 
vided by regional utilities. 

Changes to industrial electrical processes has 
increased energy efficiency by 26 percent nationwide 
since 1973, according to Lennox. The changes also 
placed greater demand on power generation plants 
than ever before. 

Because of growing demand, Lennox said, fossil fuel 
power generation plants recently reached a new peak, 
demanding the importation of one million barrels of 

= energy policy? 
oil per day to meet its needs. Unless new non-oil 
burning plants are constructed, oil-fired capacity may 
increase oil imports two million barrels per day by 
1995. 

He said the country must look to clean coal tech¬ 
nology and new light-water nuclear reactors to meet 
the need of supplying energy and keeping the coun¬ 
try from becoming deperxlent on uncertain supplies 
of oil. Changes in regulation of the utilities industry 
are needed. 

Utility companies have become reluctant to build 
new plants because regulating bodies in the past have 
stopped some of the plants from becoming operational 
after utilities have invested millions of dollars. 

In the future, Lennox said, construction must be tied 
to operational permits. This would guarantee that 
utilities constructing new plants would be able to 
operate them, once completed. 

“We must begin to recognize that we are turning a 
corner regarding the need for more power,” said 
Lennox. “Some areas will experience shortages soon. 
Five years down the road we will need to build clean 
coal plants and advanced nuclear power plants.” 

Science Concepts Inc. works with energy trade 
associations, the U.S. Department of Energy and private 
energy concerns in developing energy’ projects. 

Attention: farmers, electrical contractors, grain bin distributors 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative wants 

you to be aware of new changes in the National Elec¬ 
tric safety Code that has come about with its 1990 
edition. These change specifically address the place¬ 
ment of grain bins in relation to overhead power lines, 
whether alongside the road, up a lane, across country, 
etc. 

Before your site location is final, please contact the 
Engineering Department as to placement of the bin to 

determine the distance needed for the overhead power 
lines. 

Failure will result in additional charges to you or the 
owner of the bins if the Cooperative is required to alter 
its facilities accommodating the grain bins to comply 
with the National Electric Safety Code. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact our Engineering 
Department. We want to help your installation, not 
hinder it! 

Office closing 
The office will be closed Friday, April 13, 

in observance of Good Friday. 
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WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS • 618-842-2196 

NEWS 

General Manager's Comments by Chris L. Bennett 

Your 53rd Annual Meeting of Members 
On March 16, 1990, a demonstration 

of our free democracy as a nation, and, 
individually, as a cooperative was given. 
On this date, the 53rd Annual Meeting 
of Members for Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative was held in the 
Fairfield Community High School, 
attended by nearly 1,000 member- 
owners and guests. 

The evening started with our 
members registering their attendance 
and thus becoming eligible for various 
attendance prizes, reviewing, at their 
leisure, various displays on our satellite 
television programs, an electrical farm 
safety program, and an example of our 
newest service to members—the radio 
controlled water heater and the credit 
afforded to members who volunteer for 
its service. Already we’re getting many 
inquiries into this new program. The 
Norris City-Omaha-Enfield High School 
“Village Singers” provided a great hour 
of entertainment before the business 
meeting was called to order. 

Board President, Jerry Carter, gave 
his report on “Change: Our Coopera¬ 
tive Challenge for the 90s”, giving a 
brief history of the Cooperative’s 
changes, challenges, and struggles 
through the decades. Our Treasurer, 
Vernon Gwaltney, gave a very positive 
report on the financial condition of the 
Cooperative, but noted the recent 
storms and lost loads of the past two 
years have taken their toll on our cur¬ 
rent assessment schedules. He further 
stated we are being forced into a review 
of our current assessments for their ade¬ 
quacy in meeting our needs. My report 
to our members followed the Treas¬ 

urer’s. My report was presented in con¬ 
junction with a video presentation 
about the year’s activities and plans for 
1990. If you or a group you are a part 
of would like to see this report or have 
it presented at one of your meetings, 
please feel free to contact me so we can 
arrange a date to do so. 

Three incumbent directors. Vernon 
Gwaltney, Robert Glover, and James 
Walsh, were all unanimously re-elected 
to their positions as Directors for the 
Cooperative. The Member Advisory 
Committee members were all intro¬ 
duced, with a brief description of their 
services as provided to the Cooperative 
and ultimately you, our members. If you 
would be interested in serving on this 
advisory board, please contact me. Our 
Youth to Washington winners and our 
special guests were then introduced. We 
were very fortunate to have Representa¬ 
tive Larry Hicks with us. 

It was a great evening of fellowship 
and business—just what a cooperative 
and its members should have and 
expect! 

The registration table was a busy place. 
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Three board directors were re-elected to three-year terms during WWCEC's annual meeting of members March 
16 at Fairfield Community High School. From left are Robert D. Glover of Mr. Erie, James T. Walsh of Carmi, 
Vernon Gwaltney of Fairfield and Manager Chris L. Bennett. 

Gwaltney, Glover, Walsh reelected 
at WWCEC's 53rd annual meeting 
Profiles of newly elected directors 

Bob Glover 
Robert Glover of Mt. Erie has been on the board 

since 1975, and he served as treasurer in 1978. He 
farms about 2,000 acres and has a diversified opera¬ 
tion involving corn, soybeans, wheat, hogs and cattle. 
He also has a farm supply business. 

Born in Edwards County, he attended Albion schools 
and graduated from what was then Albion Community 
High School. He went into the Army in 1945 and served 
in Japan until his discharge in late 1946. 

Bob and his wife, Dorothy, were married on his birth¬ 
day, December 15, 1946, at a farm in Edwards County 
and moved to Wayne County two years later. They have 
two sons and three daughters. Bruce, the oldest, farms 
near Mt. Erie, and daughter Glenda Duke teaches 
school at Johnsonville. Another teacher daughter, 
Linda Wickham, lives in Cisne and teaches at Mill 
Shoals, The third daughter, Judy Pszczlkowski, is a 
registered nurse at Olney Hospital. The younger son, 
Ray, farms with Bob. 

Bob’s farm supply operation, which has been in 
business since 1961, handles dry and liquid fertilizer, 
anhydrous ammonia, lime and rock, and feed and 
agriculture chemicals. 

Vemon Gwaltney 
Vernon Gwaltney of rural Fairfield has been on the 

Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative board 
since 1984, has served on the labor committee and is 
now treasurer. He completed the National Rural Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association director certification 
course last year. He is a grain farmer, operating an 800 
to 900-acre farm and doing some custom farming. He 
produces corn, soybeans and wheat. 

Born in White County and raised near Carmi, he 
attended Southern Illinois University-Carbondale, 
where he received a bachelor’s degree in agriculture 
and a master’s in agriculture economics. 

He has served on the Wayne County Ag Extension 
Council, the Wayne County 4-H Extension Council and 
the Wayne County Executive Committee. A past presi¬ 
dent of the Wayne County Corn Growers, he is still a 
member of that organization. He is also a member and 

past master of the Burnt Prairie Masonic Lodge 668, 
and is a member of the New Hope General Baptist 
Church, of which he is a trustee. He also serves on the 
Fairfield Community High School board. 

Mrs. Gwaltney—Mary Lou—helps as needed around 
the farm, does substitute teaching and “takes care of 
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the house.” They have a son, Kiley, 16, and two daugh¬ 
ters: Kayla, 14, and Katy, 9. 

The Gwaltneys are active in youth exchange pro¬ 
grams, and have hosted two Japanese and a Brazilian 
in their home. Kiley and Kayla have gone tojapan, too. 

Gwaltney lists hunting and following the two older 
children’s basketball careers as his hobbies. 

Jim Walsh 
Jim Walsh of Carmi is a relative “old timer” on the 

board, having served since 1981. Born in Evansville, 
Indiana, and raised in Carmi, Jim farms about 3,000 

acres, with a diversified operation that includes hogs, 
polled herefords, and corn and soybeans. 

Jim graduated from Carmi High School and is also 
a graduate of Lockyear’s Business College. He is a direc¬ 
tor of the White County Soil Conservation District. 

Judy, his wife of 23 years, is operating room and 
emergency room supervisor at Carmi Township 
Hospital. 

The Walshes have three children. Daughter Chanda 
moved to Orlando, Florida, not long ago, and daughter 
Carrie and son Trent still live at home. 

Blake Wood, last year's Youth Tour 
winner, told of his experiences in 
Washington, D.C. 

President Jerry Carter speaks. 

These children found the safety exhibit fascinating. 

The water heater switch program was introduced. 

Switch and Save program offered 
Sign up for our "Switch and Save" program and save $3 per month! 
You can save money by letting us install a radio-controlled timer on any 
electric hot water heater. The switches will be operated only during the 
months of December, January and February, and in July and August. 
We provide the switch at no cost to you. During the annual meeting, 
members were encouraged to contact Royce Carter at WWCEC in order 
to Switch and Save! 
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Some 1,000 members and guests turned out for the 53rd annual meeting, and a goodly number of them 
are pictured above. During the business session, they reelected three directors and heard reports from the 
manager and officers. Members were told that there is no rate increase in the near future, but that a com¬ 
bination of storm damage and increasing costs may force one in a year or so. 

Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

Satellite dish needed $10.00 hookup fee 
Choose your own programming 

HBO/Cinemax/Disney—All three $20.95 per month 
Disney—$7.95 per month HBO/Cinemax— $14.95 
HBO—$7.95 per month HBO/Disney —$14.95 
Cinemax —$7.95 per month Cinemax/Disney —$14.95 
Starion Premier Cinema —$9.95 per month 
Stardust Theatre —$5.50 per month 

Basic package —$9.95 per 
CNN 
ESPN 
Headline News 
CBN The Family Channel 
USA Network 
Nickelodeon 
Lifetime 
KTVT Dallas 
The Travel Channel 

month 
WPIX New York 
WGN Chicago 
The Weather Channel 
Country Music Television 
The Discovery Channel 
The Learning Channel 
The Nostalgia Channel 
The Nashville Network 
Superstation TBS WTBS Atlanta 

Prime Time 24 $3.95 per month 
Skyline Silver $3.00 per month 

Phone 618-842-2196 
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General Manager's Comments by Chris L. Bennett 

The benefits of demand 
I recently read a very interesting 

article in a leading business newspaper, 
summarizing changes in costs for dif¬ 
ferent items over the past three years. 
I couldn’t keep from wondering what 
their prices will be for 1990. Several 
items were listed, and I want to mention 
a few of them. 

In 1987, an Oldsmobile Cutlass 
Supreme Coupe sold for $11,953, for 
$13,276 in 1988, and $14,950 in 1989. 
Since 1987, the price of this automobile 
has risen over 25 percent. Looking far¬ 
ther down the list, I see where the price 
of Levi jeans has gone from $18.37 in 
1987 to $22.00 in 1989, increasing 
almost 20 percent in the same three year 
period. Everyone knows and under¬ 
stands the importance of a college 
education, but we also know it’s expen¬ 
sive. It, too, has increased the last three 
years. Using an Eastern college under¬ 
graduate program, a year in school cost 

$6,202 in 1987, and $6,944 in 1989—an 
increase of approximately 12 percent 
during a student’s stay from freshman 
to junior. One of the nation’s, if not the 
world’s, leading fast food restaurants, 
famous fqr their big, double hamburger 
sandwiches, has increased their prices 
almost 10.5 percent during this 
period—from $1.45 to $1.60, recom¬ 
mended pricing. We spoke earlier of the 
price changes of a particular auto¬ 
mobile, but the fuel to run it hasn’t 
changed quite as rapidly. Reflecting an 
increase of just 8.33 percent, the price 
of regular unleaded gasoline rose from 

96 cents per gallon to $1.04 per gallon. 
Everyone likes a beautiful lawn, and 
comparatively, it’s one of the more 

inexpensive luxuries. The average price 
for one year of fertilizer and pesticide 
treatment, as compared for this article, 
showed an increase of only 5 percent as 
prices changed from $400 to $420 per 
year. 

Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative has been more fortunate 
than the above industries apparently, or 
else we look at things a little differently. 
As we are a not-for-profit, member- 
owned cooperative and can pass along 
the benefits of being so to our owners, 
you have experienced no increase in 
your electric assessments since 1987— 
the rate you were paying for electricity 
at the end of 1987 is the same as you 
were paying at the end of 1989. Your 
electric bill today varies only by the 
number of kilowatt-hours you use, and 
the marginal fuel adjustment we have 
just added to the last three month’s bills. 
As you think of the above items and 
their annual price increases, please 
realize your cooperative’s own cost of 
power raised also, but we were able to 
withhold any such increases from you. 
Now, we know an increase is going to 
be necessary in 1991. Other prices are 
having their effects, and our current 
assessments no longer meet our ex¬ 
penses. At this point, the amount of an 
increase is unknown, but it will be no 
more than necessary. 

One more thing I would like to men¬ 
tion about that article, the cost of a 

funeral increased less than 1 percent 
during the three year period. Now that 

shows you what demand and stability in 
business can do! Let me hear from 
you. ... 
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Know your employees 

Debbie Barnard 
Debbie Barnard is the newest 

WWCEC employee, having hired on 
just last January as a secretary- 
receptionist. Born and raised 
near luka, Debbie attended grade 
schools there, and went to Salem 
High School. She has taken some 
classes at Frontier Community Col¬ 
lege, Fairfield, and hopes to earn a 
degree in business law. Before 
coming here, she worked for three 
years in the county treasurer’s 
office. 

Debbie and her husband, Robert, 
live near Fairfield, and have two 
children. Son Eric is 12, and daugh¬ 
ter Chonda is eight. 

Debbie notes that she enjoys a lot 
of outdoor activities including 
riding her palomino parade horse. 
She water skis and enjoys camping 
and walking. 

The Barnards attend Cumberland 
Chapel, a small church near their 
home. 

Bob Flechs 
Bob Flechs, grounds/maintenance 

man, will have been at WWCEC 24 
years in August. Born in Okmulgee, 
Oklahoma, Bob moved to Illinois 
when he was 17 because he had a 
brother in Olney. He graduated 
from Olney High School, then 
worked at Caterpillar in Peoria for 
three years before going into the 
Army in 1952. “I had ’overseas 
duty’,” he says, “because I went to 
Alaska. It wasn’t a state then, so the 
Army called it overseas.” He spent 
two years in the service, and spent 
several years in the oilfields before 
coming to Wayne-White. 

He married his wife, Lee, in 1957. 
They have three children. Son 
David is 31 and teaches at Norris 
City, while another son, Terry, 25, 
lives in Boston and is a computer 
programmer who also plays in a 
rock band. Daughter Kimberly, 16, 

lives at home. The Flechs have two 
grandsons. 

Bob plays and collects old guitars, 
especially Martins and Gibsons. He 
has a 1933 Gibson that he says is the 

oldest one he knows of in the area. 
He’s active in the RLDS Church. 

Pat Gammon 
Pat Gammon, engineering clerk, 

is something of a long-time em¬ 
ployee at Wayne-White, having 
been here 15 years. She was born 
and raised in White County, at Mill 
Shoals, and attended grade school 
there. She went to Mills Prairie 
High School. She has since taken 
some classes at Frontier Community 
College, Fairfield, and some cor¬ 
respondences courses as well. 

Before coming to Wayne-White, 
Pat put in 20 years at Airtex in 
Fairfield, and a year as a medical 
records secretary at Fairfield 
Memorial Hospital. She works 
weekends in a Fairfield flower shop. 
Pat and her husband, Jim, also a 
Mill Shoals native, live in Fairfield. 
They didn’t have any children, but 
helped rear three nephews, the first 
two are grown and gone, and the 
last is a junior at Eastern Illinois 
University. 

Pat likes to read and bake, and 
exercises three to five times a week. 
A slender person, she exercises to 
keep her cholesterol level down. 

The Gammons are members of 
the Ellen Moore United Methodist 
Church in Fairfield. 
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General Manager's Comments  by Chris L. Bennett 

This Spring has certainly been an 
unpredictable one. The weather and 
Mother Nature have had a drastic 
impact on many of our member-owners’ 
farming and other agricultural plans, 
but also on our members’ whose oc¬ 
cupations are construction work re¬ 
lated, etc. Your Cooperative has also 
been affected in numerous ways. 

Although the extremely cool and mild 
conditions are marvelous for sleeping 
and enjoying the great evenings, they’re 
costing each of us more money in the 
form of higher power costs. As the days 
warm up, our members and businesses 
begin to turn on their fans and air con¬ 
ditioners, adding to the Cooperative’s 
kwh sales and allowing us to further 
economize those kwh purchases from 
our power supplier. It may seem strange 
but the more kwh used by our members, 
the lower their cost as purchased by 
your Cooperative. Those savings in 
lower costs are then passed along to you. 

The extremely wet conditions are 
limiting our access to roads and fields 
where our heavier trucks can work 
without causing road and field damages, 
and as many of you have noticed, it 
allows many of our poles to lean in the 
standing water and soft mud as the 
winds blow against them. Storms and 
tornadoes have been very active in May 
and June, causing outages to over 6,000 
members in May and to every one of 
our members in June, and tearing down 
a great deal of conductor and breaking 
many of our poles. These outages were 
quickly repaired and service restored by 
our capable employees, but it was very 
unfortunate the damage was of the 
magnitude it was. The counties of 
Edwards, Hamilton, White, Clay and 
Wabash were the hardest hit, and I 

certainly wish to express my apprecia¬ 
tion to our members of those counties 
for their patience. Once the power is 
returned to normal, it still takes a lot of 
time and effort by our employees to 
get our plant rebuilt and operational 
for the normal stress of day to day 
activities. I like to think some good 
can come of all things, as our employees 
were able to critique our actions during 
the most recent storms to discuss how 
we could better utilize our man power, 
improve our weaknesses in training 
of new personnel, evaluate present 
equipment and equipment needs, and 
improve our overall efficiency in 
restoring service to areas when hit 
so drastically by a storm. As most 
emergencies create, a great deal of 
curiosity was shown by people from 
other parts of the area not affected, 
and such traffic hampers ours, as well 
as many others, progress in getting our 
facilities repaired and your electrical 
service restored. I wish we could control 
this situation better, but hope most 
people will understand and try to let 
emergency people and vehicles have 
priority. Our outage per member per 
year is better now than required by 
REA, but we’re still working to improve 
it for you. 

Your electric Cooperative is a service 
organization and we’re proud of the 
service we provide to our members. 
However, we, too, are subject to the 
effects of Mother Nature—not only on 
an outage basis, but the costs of re¬ 
pairing those outages. 1989 was an 

extremely expensive year for us due to 
the tornado in January, and the ice 
storm in March. I’m certainly hopeful 
1990 won’t try for a record. Let me hear 
from you.... 
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Katrina Sims, Norris City, and Anson Rinesmith, Wayne City, will represent Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative on the 1990 "Youth to Washington" tour sponsored by the electric and telephone cooperatives 
of Illinois. The two joined with more than 60 students representing other Illinois cooperatives, and more than 
1,500 nationwide on the June 15-22 tour to the nation's capital. Sims and Rinesmith were the grand prize 
winners at Wayne-White Electric's "Youth to Washington" essay contest banquet on Wednesday, May 16. 
With them are cooperative directors Stanley Greathouse, Johnsonville, and James Walsh, Carmi. From left 
are Greathouse, Rinesmith, Sims and Walsh. 

Sims, Rinesmith win Washington tour 
Katrina Sims, Norris City, and 

Anson Rinesmith, Wayne City, were 
chosen May 16 to represent Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Coop¬ 
erative on the 1990 “Youth to 
Washington” tour sponsored by the 
electric and telephone cooperatives 
of Illinois. The tour was set for June 
15-22. 

Things were suspenseful enough 
without any additional zest being 
factored into the selection process, 
but flooding and a violent storm 
made things even worse. The storm 

hit just as the judges conferred, 
making it necessary to wind up the 
festivities by flashlight 

Some 40 students had written 
essays in the contest, and there were 
10 finalists. WWCEC directors Jim 
Walsh and Stanley Greathouse both 
addressed the group, and stressed 
that the co-op places great em¬ 
phasis on the Youth to Washington 
program. 

Rick Hays, editor of the 
McLeansboro Times-Leader\ Steve 

Lee, Flora High School teacher, and 

John Freitag, assistant to the mana¬ 
ger of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, were the 
judges. 

Following the program WWCEC 
Manager Chris L. Bennett and 
D. Royce Carter, manager of mar¬ 
keting and member services, went 
right to the field, where they spent 
the night and the following day 
helping the cooperative’s linemen 
restore service. 

Office closing 
The office of Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative will be closed Wednesday, July 4, to 

observe Independence Day. 
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Know your employees 

Steve Moore 
Steve Moore came to WWCEC 

after holding several jobs with a 
widespread group of Southern 
Illinois firms. He was a member of 
the forestry crew, and was injured 
after about two years here. He 
helped in the warehouse, and 
became warehouseman when his 
predecessor, Jim Wade, retired. 

Born in Olney, Steve was raised 
in the Merriam area. He attended 
Merriam grade schools and Mills 
Prairie High School. He worked at 
AMF in Olney for six years, spent 
about six months in the oilfields, 
then went to work for General Tire, 
before coming here. 

Steve is responsible for the 
warehouse and yard, and spends a 
fair amount of his time salvaging 
materials from lines that are retired, 
so the hardware can be re-used. At 
home, Steve does some part-time 
farming, raising grain and livestock 
on 330 acres. He has served on the 
Merriam School Board for 11 years 
and is active in the RLDS Church. 

He and his wife, Pat, live near 
Burnt Prairie. They have three 
daughters; Cindy is 20, Erica’s 15 
and Julie’s 14. 

Steve enjoys guns and coin 
collecting. 

Moore 

Don Jones 
Don Jones is a relative “old 

timer” at WWCEC, having hired on 
as a groundman in 1963, about 
27 years ago. Born in Albion, in 
Edwards County, Don attended 
schools there, graduating from 
Edwards County High School. 

He worked in the oilfields, for a 
car dealer, “And so on,” he says, 
before coming to the co-op. He had 
had some training in working with 
regulators, and started working 
toward breaker and regulator 
repair here. After almost five years 
of working on such equipment, also 
known as oil circuit reclosers, Don 

Jones 

became the recognized expert, 
and has specialized in OCR main¬ 
tenance for about 10 years now. A 
foreman, he works out of truck 9. 

Don and his wife, Donna Kay, 
have been married 28 years, and 
live about two miles north of 
Fairfield. They have two sons. 
Jeff is 27 and Terry’s 22. In ad¬ 
dition, they have one grandson, 
Christopher. 

Don’s interests include being 
outdoors, hunting, riding three- 
wheelers and just getting out and 
around. He’s a member of the Elks 
Club. 

Switch and Save program offered 
Sign up for our "Switch and Save" program and save $3 per month! You 
can save money by letting us install a radio-controlled timer on any electric 
hot water heater. The switches will be operated only during the months of 
December, January and February, and in July and August. We provide 
the switch at no cost to you. During the annual meeting, members were 
encouraged to contact Royce Carter at WWCEC in order to Switch and Save! 
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Water heaters for sale 
We are offering 52-gallon Mor-Flo water heaters for sale to our 
members for just 

$ 1 94a 50 plus tax 

And 
We are offering a $ 100 rebate 
Your cost, just $94.50 plus tax 
And, you can save even more by taking advantage of our Switch and 
Save program. 

Come in and see us or call Royce Carter, manager of marketing and 
member services. 

Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

Satellite dish needed $10.00 hookup fee 
Choose your own programming 

HBO/Cinemax/Disney—All three $20.95 per month 
Disney —$7.95 per month HBO/Cinemax— $14.95 
HBO —$7.95 per month HBO/Disney —$14.95 
Cinemax —$7.95 per month Cinemax/Disney —$14.95 
Starion Premier Cinema —$9.95 per month 
Stardust Theatre —$5.50 per month 

Basic package —$9.95 per 
CNN 
ESPN 
Headline News 
CBN The Family Channel 
USA Network 
Nickelodeon 
Lifetime 
KTVT Dallas 
The Travel Channel 

month 
WPIX New York 
WGN Chicago 
The Weather Channel 
Country Music Television 
The Discovery Channel 
The Learning Channel 
The Nostalgia Channel 
The Nashville Network 
Superstation TBS WTBS Atlanta 

Prime Time 24 $3.95 per month 
Skyline Silver $3.00 per month 

Phone 618-842-2196 
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Chris L. Bennett 

General Manager's Comments  by Chris L. Bennett 

Ten years from now? 
Have you ever wished you could peek 

into the “future,” if only for a moment, 
and, of course, see only those things 
which are positive or good? At your 
Cooperative, we are constantly trying to 
plan ahead, looking into what we feel 
are the future needs of you, our mem¬ 
bers, and then planning the necessary 
steps to meet those needs. 

I recently came across an article on 
an electric utility credit analyst, James 
Asselstine, who spoke of his views into 
the future, based upon his industry 
experiences in the past. I would like to 
mention several of his comments as 
many of them parallel what your 
Cooperative is also seeing for the future. 

Asselstine suspects the electric in¬ 
dustry will look considerably different 
by the year 2000, with such changes 
coming deliberately and incrementally. 
The effects of government regulation, 
increased competition, transmission 
access, environmental protection, and 
mergers on increasing demand and 
shrinking supply will be both positive 
and detrimental, depending upon 
which side of the fence you’re on. The 
reliability of the nation’s electric systems 
in the next decade will be threatened by 
a trend of peak demand repeatedly 
exceeding forecasts throughout the 
nation as per a recent study of the North 
American Electricity Reliability Council. 

Utilities are not relying solely on the 
construction of new generating plants 
to meet future demands, but instead are 
relying on load management, conserva¬ 
tion, maintenance of older generating 
units, etc. as alternatives. Additionally, 

environmental concerns over acid rain 

and global warming are being debated 
among special interest groups and the 
government, and the possible costs of 
compliance will ultimately be paid by 
the utilities, who will in turn be passing 
such costs to those purchasing their 
electricity. Such concerns could result 
in many of the current, older plants 
being closed down as a cost-effective 
way of meeting possible regulatory 
demands. Either way, electricity produc¬ 
tion may be lowered, unless new plants 
are started, and if so, the applicable cost 
will be much higher. 

In the 1970s, a great deal of plant con¬ 
struction was being done nationwide, 
and it was felt capacity was going to be 
available for many years into the future. 
It now appears this feeling of security 
may be shortlived. State regulators seem 
to be adapting a more aggressive and 
careful role as to construction regula¬ 
tions, and such a position is going to 
result in utilities being more reluctant 
to invest in newer and bigger plants. 

If the old adage about changes 
coming slow is true, the cycle now 
beginning might not conclude until the 
next century. Let me hear from you.... 
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The winning essays—here they are 
Every year, Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 
sponsors an essay contest, with finalists winning a day-long 
trip to tour Springfield and the historic sites there, and 
two winners receive trips to Washington, D.C. As usual, 
there were several very good essays, and it was difficult to 
pick the winners. Katrina Sims and Anson L. Rinesmith 
were finally selected as winners, and their essays are 
printed here. 

By 
Katrina Sims 

Our present situation concerning coal and the reduc¬ 
tion of acid rain is inadequate in satisfying all needs. 
However, there have been many proposals on im¬ 
proving the situation. This report will cover two. 

The first of the two proposals for acid rain reduc¬ 
tion refers to the Bush-Mitchell Compromise, (Sharp, 
1990). Senator Robert C. Byrd’s efforts to maintain 
CCT (clean coal technology) in acid rain reduction, 
have tremendously helped to push the issue. Senators 
of both parties agreed on a compromise called the 
Clean Air Act Amendment. These parties had different 
opinions on smog, acid rain, and air toxics. One of 
their main concerns is the money involved in CCTs. 
This compromise agrees with CCTs in four ways. The 
project to clean our coal and environment would not 
be permanent unless So2 (sulfur dioxide), levels in the 
air increased. 

CCTs would receive more help from Bush and 
Mitchell because of the new nitrogen proposals. This 
proposal would save 2 million tons in NOx (nitrogen 
oxide) and would not allow the trading of 502 reduc¬ 
tion reduction for NOx. This will help the electric 
utilities, coal industries, and allow for energy growth 
of certain areas. However, this proposal does not 
include central ideas for a cap on emissions and the 
commercial trading of emissions. 

The second and newest proposal for acid rain reduc¬ 
tion refers to the proposal by representative Philip R. 
Sharp. He gathered some ideas for his proposal from 

his colleagues. Sharp’s proposal will reduce the fol¬ 
lowing problems: 
a) blunting some of the extra costs imposed on utility 

ratepayers in states that must do extra reductions 
for others; 

b) achieving extra, early reductions in the Midwest and 
Southeast, thus making more allowances available; 

c) reducing allowance problems for the “Class of ‘85 
(utilities experiencing special circumstances in the 
1985-1987 period), for some units under 75 mega¬ 
watts, and for others overlooked by H.R. 3030; 

d) preventing monopolization or hoarding of allowances; 
e) reducing severe regional economic and employment 

impacts of H.R. 3030.” 
These suggestions will force all units of industrial 

coal to apply the risk or benefit factors of excess 
emissions. Both clean and dirty sources of coal will 
be subject to a range of 3.8 million ton level reduction 
rate of harmful emissions. 

Also, this proposal will follow through with the class 
of “85” provisions. The administration allows up to 1.2 
lbs. of harmful emission as the increase for utilities 
rises. This will keep the retribution of cost given to coal 
industries that maintain a 10 billion ton reduction goal 
of harmful emissions. 

All clean coal industries receive retribution based on 
their 1985 emission rate. This observ ation is compared 
with their emission rate of 85-87. If this procedure puts 
the coal company at a disadvantage, they may choose 
a provision that is more accepting to their situation. 
However, coal industries burning 100 percent or more 
neither need or receive retributions on cost. 

In addition, the proposal will include workability 
provisions in contracts for coal industries. One of the 
main concerns of the coal industry, (Meritt, 1989) is 

that such proposals of switching from high-sulfur to 
low-sulfur coal will endanger research into clean-coal 
technology' that can endanger the nation’s future 
energy resources. However, Sharp’s proposal helps to 
address these issues by stimulating the use of pollution 
control technology in both coal and gas usage. Such 
technolog)' could provide more regional employment 
for those effected by unemployment predicted under 
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H.R. 3030. Although a requirement of more NOx is 
required, only certain coal industries will be affected. 
The reduction NOx will reduce the percentage of emis¬ 
sions from a 2 million ton rate to a 2.5 million ton rate. 

Recently the proposal has provided energy for 
emergencies such as lack of gas, and industrial ac¬ 
cidents which affect our environment. The president 
may declare an emergency so energy needs can be met. 

The last issue of this proposal required the EPA 
(Environmental Protection Agency) to set new source 
performance standards for 802 and NOx within 
three years of established law enforcement. This 
would preserve citizens rights to sue for civil and 

By 
Anson L. Rinesmith 

"Accord reached on Clean-Air bill"—or has it? 
Senate leaders and President George Bush’s administra¬ 
tion agreed Thursday, March 1, 1990, on a compromise 
clean-air bill to control emissions from automobiles, 
power plants and factories. Opposition is expected to 
come from senators representing regions that would 
be hit by sharp increases in electric rates or by lay-offs 
in coal mining. Support is expected from the senators 
representing corn farming regions. This law will affect 
Southern Illinois residents in many ways. 

Some major provisions of the compromise are: auto 
emissions, city standards, acid rain and toxic pollutants. 
All of these have their positive and negative sides to 
them. 

Auto Emissions—This particular provision con¬ 
cerns the car manufacturers whose cars are emitting 
an amount of carbon monoxide that is considered 
unsafe by the E.P.A. and certain other organizations. 
In order to meet these standards, car manufacturers 
would have to cut tailpipe emissions responsible for 
the smog, starting in 1993, with 100 percent of all new 
vehicles covered by 1995. While costing the manufac¬ 
turers millions of dollars to meet these provisions, the 
price increase would be absorbed by the consumer. On 
the other hand, vehicles would have to get better gas 
mileage to meet these standards. Also, a higher per¬ 
centage of ethanol will have to be added to all types 

of gasoline in order for it to burn cleaner. Although 
this is an inconvenience to gas corporations, this is very 
good for Southern Illinois corn farmers. Ethanol is of 
course made from corn so this means that the price 
of corn will rise and the amount of corn being sold will 

increase. 
City standards—This second provision is to require 

that all metropolitan areas, such as St. Louis and 
Chicago, that have problems with their air, clean the 

criminal law penalties. 
In conclusion, I think our government and coal 

industries are doing all they can to clean coal for the 
reduction of acid rain. Each year, billions of dollars are 
being spent for scrubbers, (technological buildings 
used to clean coal). The coal industry continues to 
research new ways to facilitate the reduction of acid 
rain through combustion modifications and scrubber 
improvements, (Merritt, 1989). The joint efforts of the 
coal industry, concerned individuals and legislators, 
can facilitate the reduction of acid rain through such 
proposals as Sharp is introducing into the legislature. 

air by the year 1993. Cities failing to meet the clean- 
air standards for smog, carbon monoxide, and airborne 
particulates would have to make specified improve¬ 
ments until the health standards are met. 

Acid rain —This third provision is basically aimed 
at utility plants around the state. These plants would 
have to cut down sulphur-dioxide emissions by 10 
million million tons a year from the 1980 levels by the 
end of the decade. 

Toxic pollutants—This last provision targets oil 
refineries, chemical plants, coal firing plants and other 
factories. These corporations would have to use the 
most advanced technology available to cut emissions 
of 192 toxic chemical, including cancer-causing sub¬ 
stances, and they would also have to meet specific 
health specifications to limit risks to the people near 
a plant early in the next decade. This method of cutting 
down toxic emissions is not only time consuming but 

also very expensive, with costs ranging from 5 to 10 
million dollars. 

Another means of cutting down toxic air pollutants 
is the use of scrubbers. This method of cleaning the 
air is not quite so time-consuming but is quite a bit 
more expensive. These costs might range anywhere 
from 10 million to 20 million dollars. Congress believes 
that the eight states, including Illinois, which have soft 
coal, should bear the brunt of this expense. Of course, 
they would pass this on to the consumer in the utility 
bills. These eight states are lobbying to have all states 
to bear the expense. 

Another proposed plan to cut down toxic pollutants 

is to completely shut down the coal firing plants. This 
plan would work but Illinois’ coal miners have already 
been laid off enough. The number of Illinois coal 
miners has already dropped steadily since 1979. 
Coming with this drop is also a drop in the number 
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Table 1. 
U.S. coal mine employment 

1979-1987 

Year Prod. Office Total 
79 250,226 10,203 250,429 
80 242,148 10,895 253,603 
81 238,557 11,181 249,738 
82 236,027 11,427 241,454 
83 177,613 10,300 187,973 

Year Prod. Office Total 
84 184,693 9,929 194,622 
85 172,951 9,452 182,403 
86 163,331 8,905 172,236 
87 146,871 7,837 154,708 

of production and office workers. (See Table 1) In the 
past, Illinois has displaced 13,515 tons of coal; had an 
output of 4,441 tons of coal; displaced 3,064 coal 
miners; and had earnings of only 36,804 dollars. Illinois 
has also had 112.8 million dollars in direct losses and 
311.84 million dollars in indirect losses, coming to a 
total of over 420 million dollars in losses in revenue 
2. (See Table 2) 

In conclusion, if this bill becomes a law Wayne 
County residents and those in the surrounding area 

will be affected in several ways. An advantage to local 

farmers will be that the increased percentage of ethanol 
in gasoline will create a greater demand for corn, thus 
raising the price. On the other hand, all the added 
equipment cars will be required to have may skyrocket 
the price of automobiles. Most important, if the eight 
states that have added scrubbers to their plants have 
to pay the expense themselves, area residents will see 
a substantial increase in their utility bills. 

Table 2. 
Employment and economic consequences of H.R. 2666 

Coal displaced 
13,515 

Output Miners Dis. Earnings Direct losses 
4,441 3,064 $36,804 112.6 mil. 

Indirect losses 
311.84 mil. 

Total losses 
421.9 mil. 
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Chris L. Bennett 

General Manager's Comments by Chris L. Bennett 

The unknowns of electric 
and magnetic fields (EMF) 

Much discussion is being made about 
electric and magnetic fields, most of 
which is being sensationalized by the 
media as a “cancer” causing monster. I’d 
like to make a few comments on the sub¬ 
ject of EMF, but I’m not willing to 
discuss it as an expert who knows all the 
facts as at this time, they really aren’t 
known—those of us in the electric 
business are as anxious as everyone else 
to find out the facts. Is EMF dangerous? 
Nobody knows—yet! 

Annually, the government and elec¬ 
tric utilities are spending approximately 
$15 million to research the health 
effects of EMF. Electric and magnetic 
fields are created by electric charges. An 
electric field results when one electric 
charge exerts a positive or negative 
force on another. These charges are 
measured in volts per meter. A mag¬ 
netic field is produced by electric 
current in relation to other moving 
charges. The field strength depends on 
the magnitude of the current or am¬ 
perage over distance. EMF is present 
wherever electric current flows, such as 
home wiring, kitchen appliances, televi¬ 
sions, computers, electric blankets, and 
transmission lines. Exposure to EMF 
from living near an electric transmis¬ 
sion line may be steady and relatively 
strong, but it would not have the inten¬ 
sity of exposure from using an electric 
blanket. 

The main health concern centers on 
studies indicating that at high levels of 
exposure to EMF, there is a slightly 
higher incidence of cancer. Discrepancy 
comes when some studies have shown 
no connection between them at all, 
some studies have generally eliminated 
the possibility that EMF exposure causes 
cancer in healthy cells, and the pos¬ 

sibility that it may, under certain con¬ 
ditions, promote the growth of existing 
cancer cells is still not proven. EMF is 
not on the National Cancer Institute’s 
list of major, proven cancer risks, which 
includes cigarette smoking. Statistics 
suggest that a person probably would be 
more likely to get struck by lightning 
than to become an EMF victim. 

Until we have better information on 
whether or not EMF poses a health risk, 
there are three basically important deci¬ 
sions that must be made by each of us 
as member-owners and users, by those 
of us who work for electric systems, and 
by all of us as a society as it is global: 

We could do nothing, figuring there 
is not enough evidence to justify any 
action; 

We could decide there is some basis 
for concern and limit our exposures 
with small investments of money and 
effort; or 

We could decide the potential risk is 
serious enough to call for immediate 
aggressive programs of regulation and 
control. 

At your Cooperative, we have more 
detailed information on studies done so 
far and I’ll be happy to share it with any 
of you. I’ll also update you on this topic 
in future newsletters from time to time. 
I encourage you to read articles about 
EMF, but caution you to read beyond 

the headlines as such intensive studies 
usually can’t be summarized in a sen¬ 
tence or phrase. I’d certainly welcome 
copies of any articles you feel I should 
be aware of. 

Stay in touch with us and call with 
your questions on EMF. By staying 
informed, we will be able to make the 
best judgements. Let me hear from you. 
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Water heater 
SPECIAL 
52-gallon Mor-Flo electric water heaters 
regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost—$106.66 
• R-20 insulation • The amazing Lime Eliminator—self-cleaning — 
• Eight-year warranty reduces lime buildup automatically 

Available at Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative office in Fairfield 
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Play it safe during harvest 
They say you reap what you sow. 
If in fact actions lead to the 

resulting consequences, many ac¬ 
cidents could be avoided if time is 
taken to think safety first. 

All year round, on the farm, in 
the home, or driving down the road, 
safety must be a conscious priority. 
Specifically during harvest time, 
many avoidable accidents occur in 
rural areas. 

Modern farming requires the use 
of large complex machinery. Each 
year, a tragic number of accidents 
are caused by careless handling of 
farm equipment around electric 
power lines. Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative urges you to 
use caution at all times — to watch 
for overhead power lines and utili¬ 

ty poles to avoid any contact with 
this potentially lethal power 

equipment. 
Insist that hired hands and fami¬ 

ly members learn to survey their 
working area carefully before 
operating farm equipment. Have 
every worker make sure the equip¬ 

ment he is using will not come into 
contact with power lines, poles or 
power-support equipment. 

Although you may have no power 
lines in your fields, they are usual¬ 
ly present in equipment storage 
areas and grain storage areas. 

Be sure paths from equipment 
storage areas to fields and from 
fields to grain storage areas are safe 
routes. There should be ample 
clearance for combines, pickers, 
balers, front-end loaders, stackers or 
any other equipment you’re moving 
about your farm. 

If there is any question about 
whether equipment will clear a 
power conductor, assume it won’t 
and take a different route. 

More often than not, power lines 
follow property lines. When you 
reach the end of a field and turn 
your equipment, there’s a very good 

chance power lines will be nearby. 
Always be alert to power lines along 
your property lines. They may even 
be hidden by trees or brush, so take 
precautions to ensure your equip¬ 

ment doesn’t make contact. 
Grain augers and bins are often 

used along property lines, too, since 
such placement makes the best use 
of the land. Again, be sure the 
augers don’t contact power lines. 

Crop-storage equipment such as 
augers, balers and stackers can be 
extended in height to exceed elec¬ 
tric code clearances for power lines. 

Take precautions to be sure the 
stacking equipment won’t contact 
the lines. It only takes one mistake 
to bring tragedy. 

If contact is made while you are 
on the equipment, remain on the 
machine and call for help. Have a 
family member or neighbor call the 
cooperative and a crew will be sent 
to disconnect power. 

If no one is around to help, jump 
free of the equipment to the 
ground. Be sure that at no time you 
or anyone touches the equipment 
and the ground at the same time. 

Make it a safe autumn season. 
Think “safety first.” 
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Farm electrical safety checklist 
Service pole and service entrance 

YES NO 
    Do farm family members and all 

hired farmhands know where and 
how to disconnect power in the case 
of an electrical emergency? 

    Are disconnects, especially main 
breakers, regularly turned off and 
turned back on to ensure free 
action and good contact? (Manufac¬ 
turers of circuit breakers claim that 
they should be opened and reclosed 
once per month.) 

    In case of fire, can the electricity be 
shut off to that particular building 
on fire without shutting off elec¬ 
tricity to the water pump? 

Animal housing 

YES NO 
    Do animals enter a building or 

drink at the stock tanks without 
hesitation? 

    Is the water piping (metallic) and 
service entrances of buildings 
properly grounded? (NOTE: Check 
for corrosion of grounding system 
by animal waste.) 

    Is the farmer using an industry- 
made electric fencer which bears 
the UL label? 

    Are heat lamps in farrowing houses 
hanging by the cord only? In case 
of drop, are there guards on the 
fixture? 

    Are the lights enclosed in globes 
and guards (where required)? 

    Is the wiring suitable for wet condi¬ 
tions (because of the humidity 
created by the animals’ respiration)? 

    Does all wiring appear to be in good 
condition and free from damage by 

rodents? 

Grain-handling equipment 

YES NO 
    Are overhead lines out of the way 

of augers and winged-type farm 
equipment? 

    Do all motors have correctly-sized 
overcurrent protection? 

    If magnetic starters are used, are 
heater coils of the proper size? 

Machine shed 
YES NO 
    Is the grounding bayonet on drop 

cords, power tools, etc., intact? 
    Is the service entrance properly 

grounded? 
    Are all receptacles in use properly 

grounded? 
    Are drop cords of adequate size for 

the appliance or machine it is 
serving? 

    Are drop cords put away after use 
so machinery can’t run over them? 

    Are power tools such as circular 
saws, table saws, drills, jig saws, etc., 
left unplugged when not in use so 
that a child couldn’t accidentally 
turn them on? 

    Is it adequately lighted? 
    Are drop cords in good condition 

with no sign of insulation damage? 

General 

YES NO 
    Do children know whom to call in 

case of an electrical emergency? 
    Do family members know first aid 

for electrical shock and/or burns? 
    Are GFI’s installed where required? 
    Do appliances function satisfac¬ 

torily without giving a tingle to user 
when turned on? 

    If lightning protection is installed, 
are all wires leading to ground? 

    Are all electrical fittings on the gas 
pump of explosion-proof type? 

    Before trees are planted, has proper 
siting been provided to avoid 
nearby overhead and underground 
power lines? 

    Are trees free and clear of overhead 
electrical lines? 

    Before new buildings are con¬ 
structed, have the buildings been 
cleared of nearby overhead and 
underground power lines? 

    Can tractors equipped with end 
loaders be raised to the most upper 
position and clear all overhead elec¬ 
trical lines? 

Items checked NO indicate a potential elec¬ 
trical safety hazard. Proper action should be taken 
immediately to ensure safety. 
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General Manager's Comments by Chris L. Bennett 

Meter accessibility 
A problem common to many 

cooperatives and other electricity sup¬ 
pliers is the placement of the electrical 
meter. The meter is the recording device 
which records your kwh consumption 
for the month. We refer to it as a 
“reading,” but the meter is actually 
recording all the kwhs consumed since 
that meter was first put into service, or 
since it was last reset to all zeros. As we 
are all billed on a monthly basis, we take 
a reading of the meter at the beginning 
of each month, deduct from it the 
reading at the beginning of last month, 
an compute our kwh usage for the cur¬ 
rent month. Last month, my own meter 
recorded 1,539 kwh, and my meter read 
25,415 kwh. 

Access to the meter is a requirement 
of the Cooperative. We routinely read 
the system’s meters to verify the accuracy 
of members’ previously submitted 
readings, to record a reading when a 
member has failed to send one in, or to 
compute a final bill for a member being 
disconnected. We also require access to 
the meter for “testing” purposes. An 
electrical meter, like any other piece of 
mechanical equipment, needs 
maintenance from time to time. We 
systematically check every system meter 
on a cyclical basis, ensuring your meter 
is accurately recording your actual con¬ 
sumption. However, we do, on occasion, 
check a given meter at a member’s 
request because they feel it may be run¬ 
ning “fast,” or recording more kwh than 
actually being used. Although this is 
always possible, it is highly unlikely. Not 
only is a meter a highly tuned instru¬ 
ment, it is also a mechanical device, and 
as such, it is subject to the elements, 
especially the sun. Like a fine watch, if 
its accuracy is affected at all, it will 

generally “slow” down. I’m sure each of 

you can relate to a watch wearing out or 
being exposed to water or other ele¬ 
ments, grinding to a slower pace until it 
ultimately stops altogether. 

Your meter is also one of the best ways 
for us to confirm you have electrical ser¬ 
vice into your home. If your area is faced 
with an outage during the day, our crews 
will often stop at a home to check the 
meter to see if service has been restored. 
Likewise, if the outage is at night and no 
one was home to leave a light on, the 
meter will usually be turning slowly due 
to small electrical appliances in use. 

It’s very important to us that your 
meter be accessible by our employees. 
Unfortunately, we have found where 
some members have enclosed their 
meters during home improvements. 
This, of course, prevents our access to 
the meter for any of the above reasons, 
and unfortunately, causes for some 
added expense to the member later as 
they will be required to make the meter 
accessible. If you are planning some 
remodeling and you know it will affect 
your metering location, call us so we can 
work with you to relocate it. Let me hear 
from you ... 
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Choosing the proper light bulbs 
When it comes to selecting light bulbs, most folks 

don’t waste much thought over which ones to buy. Yet, 
making the right selection could be one of the best cost¬ 
saving steps consumers can take. 

Most people buy light bulbs with one thing in mind: 
price. The cheaper the bulb, the better. However, in the 
long run, the least expensive bulb might not be the one 
with the lowest price. 

Take, for instance, the standard incandescent light 
bulb. Since most homes use this “garden variety” bulb, 
it would stand to reason that these bulbs are all pretty 
much alike—so why not buy the one with the lowest 
price. 

Not so. Price is just one of several items to look for 
when buying bulbs. 

Wattage is the first consideration. However, a com¬ 
mon misconception about light bulbs is that their 
wattage has a direct relation to their light output. 

Actually, the number of watts refers to how much 
energy the bulb uses. Two 100-watt bulbs will use the 
same amount of energy, but may give off different 
amounts of light. 

The light output is measured in lumens. A bulb’s 
lumens rating would indicate the actual output or 
brightness. Thus, a bulb with twice as many lumens as 
a second bulb will give off twice as much light as the 
second bulb. 

Another item to watch is bulb life. This figure will 
give you the average number of hours of use you can 
expect before the bulb burns out. 

Here are a few tips on how to use the bulbs more 
efficiently once you have them: 

Instead of using two or more low-wattage bulbs, switch 
to one bulb of higher wattage. For example, four 25-watt 
bulbs use the same amount of energy as one 100-watt 

bulb. However, the 100-watt bulb produces twice as 
much light as four 25-watt bulbs. 

Use a three-way bulb in table and floor lamps. This 
will give you a choice of settings, allowing you to use 
the lowest (and least expensive to operate) setting when 
the full output of the light is not needed. 

Keep your light bulbs clean. This may sound a bit too 
tidy for some folks, but dirt and dust can reduce a bulb’s 
light output by as much as 50 percent. 

You may want to use long-life bulbs in ceiling fixtures. 
These bulbs can last up to three times as long as stand¬ 
ard bulbs, but may produce only 80 percent of the light 
of a standard bulb. They are cost effective for other 
places inside and outside the home also. 

Fluorescent bulbs are better than their incandescent 
cousins, are three to five times more efficient than stand¬ 
ard incandescents and last 10 to 20 times longer. 
Fluorescents can be quite effective in the kitchen and 
laundry area. Anywhere they are used, they save energy. 

Two types of fluorescent tubes are readily available: 
the standard cool white (CW) and the warm white (WW). 
They are generally available at most discount and 
grocery stores. 

A common misconception about fluorescent lights is 
that turning them on burns more electricity than burn¬ 
ing them for an extended period of time. That’s not the 
case. As with any light, turning a fluorescent light on 
and off many times will cause it to burn out more 
quickly. But this has nothing to do with energy 
consumption. 

The rule of thumb is when leaving a room for more 
than 15 minutes, turn the fluorescent light off. 
Fluorescents cost more to buy than incandescents, but 
over the long haul, offer the best lighting value. 

Anson L. Rinesmith (second from 
left) of Wayne City is the Illinois 
delegate alternate on the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion Youth Consulting Board. The 
Wayne City High School student 
was honored in Springfield August 
22 during the 49th annual meeting 
of the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives (AIEC). With 
Anson are, from left, Stanley E. 
Greathouse of Johnsonville, 
James T. Walsh of Carmi, and 
Chris L. Bennett of Fairfield. 
Greathouse and Walsh are direc¬ 
tors of the electric cooperative, and 
Bennett is manager. 
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Outdoor work a pleasure with electric tools 
Tired of pulling your guts out to start your lawn 

mower? Is your gas-powered weed trimmer refusing its 
meals? Are you fed up with food from your patio grill 
that tastes like crude oil? Are the mosquitoes threaten¬ 
ing to carry you and your loved ones away? 

Often, it is too hot for hassles. Fortunately, there is 
an electric alternative for almost every outdoor task— 
from mowing grass to lighting the charcoal to zapping 
bugs—that will leave more time for enjoyable pursuits. 

One flip of a switch on an electric mower takes the 
place of repeated and often fruitless pulls on a starter 
rope. An enlightened member says, “You usually can’t 
hear for two hours after using a gas mower. If everyone 
used electric mowers there would be a lot less noise. 
All you hear with an electric is the click of the grass 
being cut.” 

An electric weed trimmer never runs out of gas and 
its fuel doesn’t need mixing. A couple of electric bug 
zappers can replace countless cans of insecticide— 
without harming the environment. 

And if you’ve ever suffered through a cookout unable 
to get the charcoal started (despite repeated dowsings 
with lighter fluid), try an electric charcoal lighter. This 
device is a coil that works like the burner on your elec¬ 
tric stove. You place the coil on a bed of charcoal, cover 
it with more charcoal, and plug it in. Minutes later the 
charcoal is ready to use, without the fuss, the explo¬ 
sion, the smell or the taste of lighter fluid. 

Better yet, get an electric grill. These grills are safe, 
with no open flames or danger of explosion. Use 
hickory or mesquite chips to create the flavor of a char¬ 
coal Fire without the mess. And they are efficient too, 
costing about 15 cents per cookout to operate. Turn 
it on high for 10 minutes and it’s ready to cook. 

Often, yard work leaves a mess of leaves and grass 
clippings behind. Cleanup is no problem with an elec¬ 
tric leaf blower. This device is a powerful fan that 
directs a blast of air where you point it. They come in 
handy when autumn drops a tree full of leave in your 
yard. 

If painting the house is on your “to-do” list, trade 
in your brush for an airless paint sprayer. Painting with 

Use electric tools safely 
As with all tools, indoor or outdoor, safety comes 

first. Here are a few things to remember when taking 
electricity outdoors: 

Never use electric equipment around water or on wet 
ground. 

Use only extension cords rates for outdoor use. An 
indoor cord won’t hold up to the abuse. They also won't 

be weather resistant. 
Make sure extension cords are sized for the equip¬ 

ment you are using—16-3 minimum for hedge trim 

a sprayer eliminates brush marks and actually uses less 
paint than a brush or roller. And it can cut in half the 
time it takes to paint. 

If the cord is a problem, cordless equipment is 
available. In the past, rechargeable, battery-powered 
equipment lacked power. New technology has changed 
this, however. Cordless models may be your best bet 
if you don’t have a lot of outdoor electric outlets. 

If you invest in battery-powered equipment, do the 
recharging at night when demand for electricity is 
traditionally low. 

In many cases, adding strategically placed outlets is 
cheaper than buying several extension cords. 
Generally, 200 feet is the longest practical length for 
an extension cord. Beyond this, a voltage drop occurs 
that may cause your equipment to function improperly. 
The National Electrical Code specifies a ground fault 
circuit interrupter (GFCI) for any outdoor electric 
outlets. The GFCI will shut off the power quicker than 
the blink of an eye should a short circuit occur. If your 
home doesn’t have GFCI outlets, you should consider 
replacing them. In any case, always use three conduc¬ 
tor cords and double-insulated tools. 

Given a choice, most people would rather go fishing 
than cut the grass at this time of the year. So why not 
make your yardwork as pleasant as possible? Do it 
electrically. 

mers, drills and vacuums; 14-3 minimum for lawn 
mowers and chain saws: 12-3 for electric sanders, 

snowblowers and heaters. 
Carefully inspect all cords for cracks in the insula¬ 

tion. Replace them immediately if damaged. 
Be sure to read and follow all instruction booklets 

that come with the equipment you buy. Often, safety 
glasses and gloves are recommended by the 
manufacturer. 

indoors or out 

Member-Owned • Member-Controlled • Living Better Electrically • Member-Owned • Member-Controlled • Living Better Electrically 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/September 1990 14c 



Three longtime employees of Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 
have been honored for 25 years of service. Silver Anniversary certificates 
were presented to the three August 22 in Springfield during the annual 
meeting of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. With Wayne- 
White Counties Electric manager Chris L. Bennett (far right) are (from 
left) Richard Hubele, foreman; Paul Leon Carter, journeyman lineman, 
and Voris Thomason, foreman. Two other Wayne-White employees, 
Howard Lee and Joyce Vaughn, were also honored, but were unable to 
attend the meeting. 

Training taken 
to new heights 

For Wayne-White linemen, its 
always safety First when working 
around electricity. And as with 
everything else, practice makes 
perfect. 

Wayne-White linemen practiced 
skills that would be needed to 
preform a pole-top rescue during a 
training session in August. If an 
accident were to occur on the top of 
a pole, a lineman would have to 
know how to get his co-worker to the 
ground as quickly as possible to be 
able to administer first-aid. 

Jim Nevel, an instructor from the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC), gave the train¬ 
ing class as part of Wayne-White’s 
monthly safety training sessions. 

Using a 120-pound dummy, each 
lineman took a turn practicing 
lowering the dummy from the pole 
to the ground in four minutes or 
less—the amount of time that would 
be available in the case of heart 
failure. 

Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

Satellite dish needed $10.00 hookup fee 
Choose your own programming 

HBO/Cinemax/Disney —All three $20.95 per month 
Disney —$7.95 per month HBO/Cinemax— $14.95 
HBO —$7.95 per month HB0/Disney — $ 14.95 
Cinemax —$7.95 per month Cinemax/Disney —$14.95 
Starion Premier Cinema —$9.95 per month 

Basic package —$9.95 
CNN 
ESPN 
Headline News 
CBN The Family Channel 
USA Network 
Nickelodeon 
Lifetime 
KTVT Dallas 
The Travel Channel 

per month 
WPIX New York 
WGN Chicago 
The Weather Channel 
Country Music Television 
The Discovery Channel 
The Learning Channel 
The Nostalgia Channel 
The Nashville Network 
Superstation TBS WTBS Atlanta 

Prime Time 24 $3.95 per month 
Skyline Silver $3.00 per month 

Phone 618-842-2196 
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Dale Warren 
is new 
cooperative 
manager 

Dale Warren, manager of purchasing and special services for Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, has been named manager of the 13,300 member, not-for-profit electric utility 
based in Fairfield. Wayne-White Counties board president Jerry Carter made the announce¬ 
ment September 26. Warren, a 41-year veteran with the cooperative, assumed the manager’s 
duties effective immediately. 

Chris Bennett submitted his resignation to the board of directors Tuesday evening, September 
25, after serving as cooperative manager since August 1988. Carter said Bennett’s resignation 
was the result of a difference in philosophy between Bennett and the board of directors. 

“There was a difference of philosophy between Bennett and the board of directors and we 
simply decided the difference was too great to be resolved,” Carter said. “The board deter¬ 
mined it would be in the best interest of Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative and its 
members to seek a change in management at this time.” 

The top management spot at Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative will not be new 
to Warren. He served as acting manager for a nine-week period in 1977 while a manager search 
was being conducted. Carter said Warren has the complete support of the board of directors 
and he will look forward to working with him on behalf of the members of the cooperative. 

Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative serves more than 13,300 members over 3,221 
miles of energized line. Members live in mostly rural portions of Wayne, White, Edwards, 
Wabash, Hamilton, Jefferson, Gallatin, Richland, Clay, Franklin and Marion counties. It is a 
not-for-profit, member-owned electric utility with 51 local area employees. 
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Water heater 
SPECIAL 
52-gallon Mor-Flo electric water heaters 
regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost—$106.66 
• R-20 insulation • The amazing Lime Eliminator—self-cleaning — 
• Eight-year warranty reduces lime buildup automatically 

Available at Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative office in Fairfield 

Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

Satellite dish needed $10.00 hookup fee 
Choose your own programming 

HBO/Cinemax/Disney—All three $20.95 per month 
Disney —$7.95 per month HBO/Cinemax— $14.95 
HBO —$7.95 per month HBO/Disney —$14.95 
Cinemax —$7.95 pier month Cinemax/Disney —$14.95 
Starion Premier Cinema —$9.95 per month 

Basic package —$9.95 per 
CNN 
ESPN 
Headline News 
CBN The Family Channel 
USA Network 
Nickelodeon 
Lifetime 
KTVT Dallas 
The Travel Channel 

month 
WPIX New York 
WGN Chicago 
The Weather Channel 
Country Music Television 
The Discovery Channel 
The Learning Channel 
The Nostalgia Channel 
The Nashville Network 
Superstation TBS WTBS Atlanta 

Prime Time 24 $3.95 per month 
Skyline Silver $3.00 per month 

Phone 618-842-2196 
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Cooperative Month October 1990 

COOPERATIVES 
BUILDING YOUR COMMUNITY 

By Bob Bergland 

People, snowflakes, and 
cooperatives have a myste¬ 
rious way of displaying a 
seemingly endless diversity 
in a virtually identical de¬ 
sign. In all three, the simi¬ 
larity and diversity work 
together to create some of 
the most powerful forces 
on the planet, whether it’s a 
thick, pure blanket of white 
spreading as far as the eye 
can see, or the people of 
Russia and Eastern Europe 
moving irresistibly toward 
greater freedoms, or a 
worldwide cooperative 
movement that relies on de¬ 
mocracy and self-govern¬ 
ment to fill basic human needs. 

During October we celebrate the diversity 
and similarity of co-ops and what they mean 
to people everywhere. In the 1960s, many 
thought of a co-op as a health-food grocery 
store where they worked for a few hours a 
month. To many young parents today, the co¬ 
op means the day-care center. To farmers, it’s 
a source of supplies for their businesses and a 

way to market their products. 
To residents of New York 
City, it’s a grand old building 
that allows them to own their 
home. To many people out¬ 
side a city or town, it means 
electricity. To the more than 
50 million members of credit 
unions, the co-op provides 
convenient financial services 
at affordable rates. 

All different, but all 
owned by the people they 
serve. Co-ops can be small 
clubs or giant businesses that 
show up on the Fortune 500. 
But they are all democrati¬ 
cally controlled, not for profit 
but to fill service or product 

needs of their members. 
So the next time you flip on a light switch, 

deposit money in your credit union, unpack a 
sack of groceries, see a field of new-fallen 
snow, or meet a friend, take a minute to think 
about the power of diversity and similarity, and 
how people have shown that through coopera¬ 
tion they can use those forces to take control of 
their lives. 

Bob Bergland, Executive Vice President 
and General Manager, National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 

& 
COOPERATIVES 

BUILDING 
YOUR COMMUNITY 
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Capital credits legislation allows 
cooperatives to retain funds 

Invested capital of Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative and other Illinois electric and telephone 
cooperatives will be preserved for the benefit of the 
more than 170,000 cooperative members statewide 
under a bill signed into law recently by Gov. James R. 
Thompson. The legislation exempts the capital credits 
of Illinois electric and telephone cooperatives from 
provisions of the Illinois Uniform Disposition of 
Unclaimed Property Act. 

Until enactment of House Bill 2936, if a member of 
an electric or telephone cooperative could not be 
located to receive payments due from their 
cooperative, the funds were paid over to the State of 
Illinois after a seven-year waiting period. The new law 
will allow the funds to be used by the cooperative for 
the benefit of the general membership of the 
cooperative. 

The bill was' introduced in the Illinois General 
Assembly by Rep. Larry Woolard (D-117, Carterville) 
and Rep. Todd Sieben (R-73, Geneseo) and co-spon¬ 
sored by Sen. William O’Daniel (D-54, Mt. Vernon), 
Sen. James Rea (D-59, Christopher), Rep. Larry Hicks 
(D-108, Mt. Vernon), Rep. David Phelps (D-118, 
Eldorado) and approximately 45 other senators and 
representatives. 

’’Electric and telephone cooperatives are not-for- 
profit corporations, owned and controlled by the 
members they serve,” Dale Warren, manager, Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Cooperative, Fairfield, 
explained. “Cooperatives must set rates high enough 
to cover their cost of operation and also take in enough 
funds to repay debt and to invest in their physical 
plant,” Warren said. ’’Any excess of income over 

expenses received by an electric or telephone 
cooperative is credited to the individual accounts of 
each member, and is returned to the members as soon 
as the cooperative’s financial condition permits,” 
Warren explained. “The goal of cooperatives in Illinois 
is to return capital credits to their members on no more 
than a 20-year rotation basis.” 

Because of the time lag in refunding capital credits 
to members, occasionally members cannot be located 
to receive their funds. Before enactment of House Bill 
2936, if a member could not be located to receive 
capital credit refunds, the money was turned over to 
the state’s Department of Financial Institutions under 
provisions of the Illinois Uniform Disposition of 
Unclaimed Property Act. The bill signed by Gov. 
Thompson was effective immediately and changes that 
practice to allow the cooperatives to keep the funds for 
the benefit of the members. 

”We are extremely pleased with the support this 
legislation received in the Illinois General Assembly 
and from the public at large,” Warren said. “The bill 
will have little financial impact on the State of Illinois 
but it is significant to the Illinois electric and telephone 
cooperative members. It will also mean a significant 
reduction in the amount of paperwork electric and 
telephone cooperatives must keep track of due to 
unclaimed capital credits.” 

The legislation to exempt electric and telephone 
cooperative capital credit from the Unclaimed Prop¬ 
erty Act was strongly supported by Wayne-White Coun¬ 
ties Electric Cooperative, the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives and the 33 other electric and 
telephone cooperatives in Illinois. 

Be alert during harvest season 
This year’s harvest is near, and farmers throughout 

the Cooperative service area will once again be hard 
at work bringing in this year’s crops. This is a happy 
and an anxious time as farmers prepare to reap the 
benefits of their hard work during the summer months. 

Unfortunately, this is also the time of year when your 
Cooperative sees an increase in guy wire, pole and line 
damage. We at Wayne-White Counties Electric realize 
that you have important tasks on your mind during this 
time of year. We share in your concern to complete 
these tasks. However, today’s equipment is larger and 

puts the operator of the vehicle farther away from 
hazards and obstacles around the perimeter of the field. 
This makes it easier to overlook guy wires and other 
objects hiding near the edge of the field. 

This year, do yourself and Wayne-White Counties 
Electric a favor. Take time to check for hidden obstacles 

before you start harvesting or before you move your 
irrigation system. This is even more important if you 
have new employees helping during the harvest season. 
Don’t let the guy wires or poles hitch a ride on your 
equipment this year. 
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General Manager's Comments  by Dale Warren 

After remaining stable for almost 
four years, electric rates for mem¬ 
bers of Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative were increased 
November 1. Members will see the 
effect of the increase on the electric 
bills they receive during January. 

For a member using residential 
average of 1,000 kilowatt-hours of 
electricity per month, the increase 
will amount to approximately 
$17.00, including the facility charge 
and taxes. Members on the Coopera¬ 
tive’s electric heat rate using 3,000 
kilowatt-hours of electricity per 
month will see an increase of ap¬ 
proximately $12.00 per month, 
including the facility charge and 
taxes. 

The overall increase is less than 
the 18 percent cost-of-living increase 
since Wayne-White last adjusted 
rates in April 1987. And the increase 
is well under the recent increase of 
some 30 percent in the cost of pro¬ 
pane, gasoline, and diesel fuel. 

The Cooperative was forced to 
increase rates to members to meet 
the requirements of the Coopera¬ 
tive’s lenders: the Rural Electri¬ 
fication Administration and the 
National Rural Utilities Cooperative 
Finance Corporation. 

During the past two years a major 

ice storm, two tornadoes and other 
storms have cost the Cooperative 
more than $762,000. In addition to 
storm damage costs, the Coopera¬ 
tive has been notified by its power 
supplier that the cost of bulk power 
for distribution to Wayne-White 
members will increase nearly 
$500,000 during 1991. 

The Cooperative absorbed the cost 

of storm damage and increases in 
inflation over the past four years, 
but could not continue into 1991 
without a rate increase or we would 
be violating the terms of our loans 
agreements with our major lenders. 

The board of directors and 
employees are striving to keep 
Wayne-White a well-managed and 
financially sound Cooperative work¬ 
ing for the benefit of its members. 

I encourage members with ques¬ 
tions about their rates or the opera¬ 
tions of their Cooperative to contact 
the Cooperative office. 

Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative serves more than 
13,300 members over 3,200 miles of 
energized line located in mostly 
rural portions of Wayne, White, 
Edwards, Wabash, Hamilton, Jeffer¬ 
son, Gallatin, Richland, Clay, Frank¬ 
lin, and Marion counties. 
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Electricity costs compared to other consumer goods 

I 

Everyone knows that things cost more today than before and it's commonly thought that electricity 
is among the culprits. The fact is, however, electricity has remained a bargain. Since 1967 home 
financing has shot up 506 percent; gasoline is about 408 percent higher and new cars cost 
at least 197 percent more. If you were to break down a typical eight-hour workday into how 
your earnings were spent, you'd find that the biggest chunk goes to federal taxes, accounting 

for one hour and 55 minutes of your labor each day. State and local taxes account 
for another 57 minutes of work. One of the smallest bites comes from 

electricity. On average, you need only work nine minutes out of each 
eight-hour work day to pay for the electricity you used in operating your 
household. That's pretty good considering that since 1967 the average 

American household has doubled its demand for 
electricity for air conditioning, heating, cooking, 

entertainment and so on. Because 
electricity is invisible, we 
simply never notice all the 
work it's doing every second, 
every day, all year long. 
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Increase in Cost Since 1967 
(from Panola-Harrison Electric’s 

(Texas) “Co-op News”) 
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Climbing 
school 
Three employees of Wayne-White 
Counties Electric Cooperative 
developed their skills recently 
during a "Climbing School." With 
Alan Pinkstaff, instructor, standing 
right, are, from left, David Bailey, 
line clearance apprentice; Mike 
Richardson, apprentice-lineman; 
and Keith Ellis, apprentice-lineman. 
Efficient and safe pole-climbing 
techniques were taught, along with 
classroom studies of electrical 
theory and application. The two- 
week intensive school, sponsored 
by the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, was held 
at Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, Fairfield, from 
October 15-26. 

How do you 
Taxes 2 hours 52 minutes 
Housing 1 hour 29 minutes 

'spend' your time? Food 
Miscellaneous 

1 hour 1 minute 
47 minutes 

Have you ever asked yourself, “What happens to Transportation 41 minutes 
all my time?” If so, these figures from the Tax Foun- Clothing 22 minutes 
dation, Inc. may help shed some light on the length Medical 20 minutes 
of time the average U.S. taxpayer works each day to Recreation 19 minutes 
meet some typical living expenses: Utilities, electricity 9 minutes 

Emergency preparedness 
(Editor’s note: Your electric cooperative 
works closely with government agencies 
and law enforcement authorities through¬ 
out the 11 counties in which it serves. 
We have cooperated with these organiza¬ 
tions in preparedness planning for any 
type of disaster, not just an earthquake. 
Much of the following information 
applies regardless of the type of disaster.) 

We are not firmly convinced that 
anyone can predict an earthquake 

to the day, but the fact that this part 
of Illinois lies within an area known 
to be vulnerable to earthquakes may 
encourage you to do some prepara¬ 
tion, just to be on the safe side. 
We’re listing tips that will help you 
prepare for an earthquake or other 
natural disasters. 

Most of what we’re suggesting are 
quick, simple things you can do 
right away, without going to a great 
deal of expense. Here are a few 

quick ideas gleaned from earth¬ 
quake preparedness manuals: 

• Check with your insurance 
agent. Most homeowners’ policies 
don’t cover earthquake damage, 
and coverage isn’t very expensive. 

• Have food and water for at 
least three days for every person in 
the family. Food should be canned 
or otherwise easily storable, but 
need not be exotic backpacking or 
camping stuff. Under stress, you’ll 
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be more comfortable with the 
familiar. Some experts recommend 
storing food, water, a flashlight, 
spare batteries, blankets and a first- 
aid kit in large plastic trash con¬ 
tainers that are kept in a safe place. 

• Store a campstove and lantern, 
and extra fuel. You may need to 
cook and keep warm. A gasoline 
stove and siphon hose would be 
handy, and you could use the 
hose—carefully—to get gas from 
your car, if necessary. 

• Have an A-B-C fire extin¬ 
guisher handy and know how to 
use it. 

• Have a stock of extra medica¬ 

tions if you need special medicines. 
• Use a steel strap to strap your 

water heater to a wall. Some recom¬ 
mend two straps, top and bottom, 
fastened to studs with 3/16 inch 
x 3 inch lag screws. 
• If you have a gas water heater, 
you may want to use a flexible gas 
pipe leading in to it. This applies to 
gas cookstoves, too (Note that some 
building codes prohibit flex piping; 
act accordingly). 

• Secure tall shelves to the wall, 
near the top, to keep them from 
falling over on you. Put heavy 
items—and those that are fragile or 
have great sentimental value—on 

lower shelves. You may want to add 
a “lip” to the bottom of each shelf 
to keep things from falling off. 

• Learn where your utility 
shutoffs are. If you smell gas, you’ll 
need to shut it off. If you have 
broken wiring, you’ll need to shut 
your electricity off; if you have 
broken water pipes, you’ll need to 
shut that off. Note that if a wrench 
or other tool is needed, you should 
have one handy. 

For more information, contact 
the Illinois Emergency Services and 
Disaster Agency, Division of Plan¬ 
ning and Analysis, 110 East Adams, 
Springfield, IL 62706. 

Home emergency supplies 
This suggested list consists of items usually available 

in a home and used regularly. It is designed to help 
your family identify and organize them for any 
emergency. Quantities of emergency supplies should 
be adequate for at least 72 hours. A two-week supply 
of water, food, medicine and other consumable items 
is recommended as a minimum reserve. 

Check list Survival 
□ Water—2 qts. to 1 gal. per person per day 
□ First Aid Kit—sample and freshly stocked 
□ First Aid Book — (American Red Cross, Standard First Aid & 

Personal Safety) 
□ Food 
□ Can opener (non-electric) 
□ Blankets—or sleeping bag for each member of family 
□ Radio — portable, battery operated 
□ Spare batteries 
□ Essential medication and glasses 
□ Fire extinguisher—A-B-C type 
□ Flashlight—fresh and spare batteries and bulb 
□ Watch or clock—battery or spring-bound 
□ Smoke detector—battery operated 
□ Escape ladder—for second story of home 
□ Food for pets 
□ Money 

Sanitation supplies 
□ Large plastic trash bags for trash, waste, water protection, 

ground cloth 
□ Large trash cans 
□ Bar soap 
□ Liquid detergent 
□ Shampoo 
□ Toothpaste and toothbrushes 
□ Pre-moistened towelettes 
□ Deodorant 
□ Denture cleanser 
□ Feminine supplies 
□ Infant supplies 
□ Toilet paper 
□ Powdered chlorinated lime add to sewage to deodorize, disinfect 

and keep away insects 
□ Newspaper to wrap garbage and waste 
□ Household bleach 

Security Foods 
□ Sugar candies 
□ Sweetened cereals 
□ Hard candies 

Safety and comfort 
□ Sturdy shoes—for every family member 
□ Heavy gloves—for every person clearing debris 
□ Candles 
□ Matches—dipped in wax and kept in a waterproof container 
□ Clothes —complete change kept dry 
□ Knife or razor blades 
□ Garden hose—for siphoning and fire fighting 
□ Tent 
□ Hat or cap —protection from sun, rain and cold 

Cooking 
□ Barbeque —hibachi, camp stove, chafing dish, fireplace, etc. 
□ Fuel for cooking equipment charcoal, lighter fluid, fuel for camp 

stove, presto logs 
□ Plastic knives, forks, spoons 
□ Paper plates and cups 
□ Paper towels 
□ Heavy duty aluminum foil 

Tools and supplies 
□ Axe, shovel, broom 
□ Crescent wrench—for tuning off gas main 
□ Screwdriver 
□ Pliers 
□ Hammer 
□ Coil of% inch rope 
□ Plastic tape 
□ Pen and paper 
□ Plastic sheeting 
□ Deck of cards, toys for children 
□ Coil of baling wire 

Food 
□ Ready-to-eat (unbreakables) 
□ Canned meats 
□ Canned & dried fruits and vegetables 
□ Peanut butter 
□ Powdered and canned milk 
□ Infant care: canned milk and bottles 
□ Canned juices 
□ Crackers 
□ Soup 
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WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS • 618-842-2196 

NEWS 

The Santa Claus issue has been around for a very 
long time, as has this well-loved piece titled “Yes, 
Virginia, There Is a Santa Claus.” 

It was written in 1897 by Francis P. Church, who was 
the editor of the now-defunct New York Sun. He wrote 
it in response to this letter: 

“Dear Editor: I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends 
say there is no Santa Claus. Papa says, ‘If you see it in the 
Sun, it’s so.’ Please tell me the truth. Is there a Santa 
Claus?”— Virginia O ’Hanlon 

“Dear Virginia: Your little friends are wrong. They have 
been affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age. They do 
not believe except what they see. They think that nothing 
can be which is not comprehensible by their little minds. 
All minds, Virginia, whether they be men’s or children’s, 
are little. 

“In this great universe of ours, man is a mere insect, an 
ant, in his intellect, as compared with the boundless world 

around him, as measured by the intelligence capable of 
grasping the whole of truth and knowledge. 

“Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as cer¬ 

tainly as love and generosity and devotion exist, and you 
know that they abound and give to your life its highest beauty 

and joy. Alas! How dreary would be the world if there were 
no Santa Claus. It would be as dreary as if there were no 

Virginias. 

“There would be no childlike faith then, no poetry, no 
romance to make tolerable this existence. We should have 
no enjoyment, except in sense and sight. The eternal light 

with which childhood fills the world would be extinguished. 
“Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not believe 

in fairies! You might get your papa to hire men to watch 
in all the chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus 
coming down, but what would that prove? Nobody sees Santa 
Claus, but that is no sign that there is no Santa Claus. 

“The most real things in the world are those that neither 
children nor men can see. Did you ever see fairies dancing 
on the lawn? Of course not, but that’s no proof that they are 
not there. Nobody can conceive or imagine all the wonders 
that are unseen and unseeable in this world 

“You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what makes the 
noise inside, but there is a veil covering the unseen world 
which not the strongest man nor even the unified strength 

of all the strongest men that ever lived, could tear apart. 

“Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance, can push aside 

that curtain and view and picture the supernatural beauty 
and glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world 
there is nothing else real and abiding. 

“No Santa Claus! Thank God he lives, and he lives forever. 

A thousand years from now, Virginia, nay 10 times 10,000 
years from now, he will continue to make glad the heart of 
childhood. ” 
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Rural insurance ? ? ? 
Wayne-White Coun¬ 

ties Electric Coopera¬ 
tive has learned from 
several members that 
they have received 
information about med¬ 
ical insurance through 
the mail from a firm 
identifying itself as "A 
NATIONAL ASSOCIA¬ 
TION OF RURAL COOP¬ 
ERATIVE MEMBERS." 

The information 

seems to imply that 
this insurance is avail¬ 
able through, or spon¬ 
sored, by WWCEC. 

We want you to 
know that Wayne- 
White has not made 
any such insurance 
available to members 
through the coopera¬ 
tive or through any 
other organization. 

Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

Satellite dish needed $10.00 hookup fee 
Choose your own programming 

HBO/Cinemax/Disney—All three $20.95 per month 
Disney —$7.95 per month HBO/Cinemax— $14.95 
HBO —$7.95 per month HBO/Disney —$14.95 
Cinemax —$7.95 per month Cinemax/Disney —$14.95 
Starion Premier Cinema —$9.95 per month 

Basic package —$9.95 per 
CNN 
ESPN 
Headline News 
CBN The Family Channel 
USA Network 
Nickelodeon 
Lifetime 
KTVT Dallas 
The Travel Channel 

month 
WPIX New York 
WGN Chicago 
The Weather Channel 
Country Music Television 
The Discovery Channel 
The Learning Channel 
The Nostalgia Channel 
The Nashville Network 
Superstation TBS WTBS Atlanta 

Prime Time 24 $3.95 per month 
Skyline Silver $3.00 per month 

Phone 618-842-2196 
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