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Larry Lovell will become manager March 1 

Larry Lovell new cooperative manager 
Tim Reeves, manager of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative (SIEC), has announced his resignation, 
effective February 28. He will join the staff of Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative, Marion, March 1. 

Reeves has served Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive as manager since January 1, 1981. Tim joined the 
staff of SIEC July 1, 1980, in an administrative position 
after working six years at Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association in Steeleville, two of .nose years as assis¬ 
tant to the manager. 

Following the announcement of Reeves’ resignation, 
the board of directors held a special meeting December 
11 and selected Larry Lovell, SIEC office manager, to 
succeed Reeves, effective March 1. 

Lovell is a 16-year veteran of the SIEC staff. He 
moved up through the ranks from work order clerk in 
July 1973 to assistant engineer in 1976. He became 
member services director in March 1978 and was pro¬ 
moted to office manager in early 1981. 

Larry is the son of Jasper and Georgia Lovell of 
McClure. He grew up in McClure and graduated from 
Shawnee High School in 1965. From the fall of 1965 

through the spring of 1968 he studied electrical engi¬ 
neering at the University of Illinois. In 1975, he 
graduated from Southeast Missouri State Univer¬ 
sity with a major in math and a minor in business 
administration. 

Lovell has always enjoyed working with the youth in 
the community. He is past president of the Tri-County 
Khoury League and worked as coach in that league for 
14 years. He has also coached junior high boys’ basket¬ 
ball and high school girls’ softball. 

Larry attends St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Anna 
and serves on the Finance Council, Parish Council and 
teaches high school religion class. 

He is married to the former Diane Kluesner of 
Chaffee, Missouri. Diane is employed by Tammsco at 
Tamms. The couple have two children: Alysia, 17 and 
Jason, 14. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative serves more 
than 9,400 meters over 1,962 miles of energized 
lines. Members live throughout mostly rural areas of 
Johnson, Alexander, Massac, Union, Pulaski and Pope 
counties. 
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Small businesses! 
Weatberize and economize 

Small businesses that receive electric service from an electric 
cooperative may be eligible for assistance on energy conservation and 
weatherization projects. The Rural Small Business Energy Program, 
through the State of Illinois, provides matching grants not exceeding 
$5,000 for many types of work: 

— electric motor efficiency modifications 
— lighting retrofits 
— storm door and window replacement 
— caulking and weatherstripping 
— furnace and water heater modifications 
— electric load management systems 

Participating businesses must match the amount of the grant. All 
projects must show an energy savings payback of less than 10 years. 
A required energy audit approved by the electric cooperative can point 
out the most beneficial weatherization work that’s needed. 

For more information, contact Ron Medlin, Member Services Director, 
1-800-762-1400. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Program to assist small rural businesses 
A Rural Small Business Energy Program has been 

authorized by the Illinois General Assembly to provide 
financial assistance to small businesses receiving elec¬ 
tric service from an electric cooperative. The money 
is to be used for weatherization and energy conserva¬ 
tion purposes. 

Money for this program is made available from the 
state’s Petroleum Violation Fund. The fund cam e from 
penalties assessed by the federal government against 
oil companies for overcharges they made to consumers. 

A business served by an Illinois electric cooperative 
is eligible if the following apply: 

• The business has no more than 12 full-time 
employees. 

• The gross income of the business is less than $1.5 
million. 

• The business transacts the majority of its business 
within Illinois. 

• The owner(s) of the business resides in Illinois. 
• The owner(s) obtains at least 30 percent of their 

income from the business. 

Any applicant that received a grant through the 
Rural Home Energy Grant Program is not eligible for 
additional energy improvements from this program. 
Grants are not available for new construction. 

An energy audit of the business is required. This 
audit will help in determining the most beneficial 
improvements. All improvements must show an energy 
cost savings payback of less than 10 years. 

The applicant’s cooperative is required to review and 
verify all applicants before they are submitted to the 
Illinois Department of Energy and Natural Resources. 

The cooperative does not, however, approve or reject 
any applications. 

In most cases, the matching grant will not exceed 
$5,000. Participants will be required to match the 
amount of the grant. 

Eligible measures: 

• Caulking and weatherstripping 
• Furnace efficiency modifications 
• Replacement furnaces or boilers which means a 

replacement furnace or boiler which have an 
Annual Fuel Utilization Efficiency (AFUE) of 
greater than 90 percent 

• Furnace replacement burner (oil) 
• Intermittent pilot ignition devices 
• Replacement water heaters which means a device 

for heating water for domestic use which meets 
ASHRAE 90 Energy Efficiency Standards, as 
required by Illinois Public Law 84-276 

• Heat pumps, which means a device for heating or 
cooling with an SEER rating of 8.6 

• Insulation for ceilings, walls, floors, ducts, pipes 
and water heaters 

• Storm doors and windows 
• Electric motor efficiency modifications 
• Alternative fuels systems 
• Solar domestic water heaters 
• Electric load management systems 
• Lighting retrofits 

Those interested in learning more about this pro¬ 
gram may contact their electric cooperative or the 
Illinois Department of Energy and Natural Resources. 

What to do in case of an outage 
before calling the co-op or personnel 

1. Check all breakers or fuses. 
2. Check with your neighbors. See if their power 

is off, too. 
3. Give name that is on meter-reading book and 

correct location by line and pole if you have a 
billing book. 

4. Report any unusual conditions on the line— 

limbs, trees on line, flashes, etc. 
5. Report any trouble on your premises. 
6. Be sure the problem is not on your side of the 

meter. When cooperative personnel are called 
out and the problem is on the consumer’s side 
of the meter, a charge of $42 will be assessed. 

Area phone outage information 
Whom to call —numbers to call—and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday 
Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 1-800-762-1400 
or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 
Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during regular 
office hours. This is Monday through Friday 
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.f excluding 
holidays. 

After hours, including holidays 
Call Cad George 827-3689 Dongola 
or Ken Corzine 827-4202 Dongola 
or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 
or * Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 
or * Robin Ramage 524-3516 Metropolis 
* Please note that Perry Dailey and Robin Ramage 
are utility servicemen. Once outages start, they 
will be out working and there might not be anyone 
at home to answer their phone. 
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1989 group at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 

SI EC sponsors essay contest 
If you are a high school junior and attend classes at 

Anna-Jonesboro, Century, Cobden, Dongola, Egyptian 
Goreville, Joppa, Meridian, Metropolis, Shawnee or 
Vienna high schools, you can win a week-long trip to 
Washington, D.C.,June 15-22 and attend Illinois Rural 
Electric Youth Day in Springfield April 18. 

1990 marks the 27th year of the Rural Electric 
Youth Tour, which since 1964 has brought 25,000 
students from rural high schools all across the coun¬ 
try to Washington, D.C. 

The program grew out of a suggestion in 1957 by 
then-Sen. Lyndon B. Johnson who urged “sending 
youngsters to the national capital where they can 
actually see what the flag stands for and represents.” 
Later he would greet the students as President of the 
United States. 

In June approximately 1,200 students from 38 states 
will spend a week in Washington. They will meet and 
visit with the members of the Illinois Congressional 
delegation, visit the White House, tour the city’s 
historical monuments, attend educational seminars and 
get to know students from other parts of the country. 

Local rural electric cooperatives sponsor their own 

students in the annual tour that is coordinated by rural 
electric statewide organizations and the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, the Washington, D.C.- 
based service organization for the nation’s 1,000 
member-owned rural electric systems. 

In addition to the trip to Washington, SIEC contest 
winners and five boys and five girls chosen as runners- 
up will visit the state capital Wednesday, April 18, for 
“Illinois Rural Electric Youth Day” activities. This day 
includes special tours of the Illinois Capitol complex, 
Lincoln shrines and the Old State Capitol. Students will 
have an opportunity to visit with legislators and former 
Youth Tour participants during a luncheon program, 
featuring a prominent state official as the speaker. 

You are encouraged to submit an entry in the 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative essay contest. 
Watch this cooperative publication for the contest rules 
and prizes. A representative of the cooperative will visit 
area schools during January and February to encourage 
participation. If you do not receive information at your 
school, please call 1-800-762T400 for the necessary con¬ 
test materials. 
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Jim Kaufman 

Jim Kaufman named office manager 
Jim R. Kaufman, Dongola, joined Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative as office manager February 1. 
Kaufman, a Dongola native, had been an officer at 

First Bank and Trust Co., Cairo, since 1985 and most 
recently served as bank president. 

Before joining the bank in 1985, Kaufman was an 
instructor of accounting at Shorter College in Rome, 
Georgia, and assistant professor at Murray State 
University in Murray, Kentucky. He also practiced as 
a certified public accountant in Cairo from 1975 to 
1979. 

He holds a bachelor’s degree in accounting and a 
master’s degree in finance from Southern Illinois 
University in Carbondale. Kaufman also holds a 
master’s degree in accounting from the University of 
Arkansas. 

Kaufman is a member of the Dongola Unit 66 School 

Board, Southern Foundation Board, American Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants and Cairo Rotary Club, 
and president of Four County Bankers Federation. 

Jim and his wife, Debbie, have three children: Jay, 
18; Amber, 14; and Robert, 13. 
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Charles O. Cruse retires 
Charles O. (Charley) Cruse retired January 3 after 

completing 17 years of cooperative service. 
Charley started with the co-op in May 1973 as janitor. 

Six year later, in April 1979, he began his forestry 
apprenticeship. At the time of his retirement he had 
worked through the apprentice steps to become clas¬ 
sified a forestry journeyman. 

When asked what he would remember most about 
his work at the cooperative, Charley said, “I enjoyed 
my job because I liked the people I worked with.” 

Charley has lived in Union County all his life. He 
and wife, Leota, raised their family and still live on the 
family farm in rural Dongola. Their sons are both mar¬ 
ried but live close by. Gaylon and his wife, Eileen, are 
parents of a son, Trenton, and a daughter, Treena. 
Gerald and his wife, Janet, are parents of a daughter, 
Leslie, and a son, Lane. Future plans are to go camp¬ 
ing and do some fishing. As Charley put it, “I am going 
to work when I want to and not work when I don’t want 
to.” 

gitg 

What to do in case of an outage 
before calling the co-op or personnel 

1. Check all breakers or fuses. 
2. Check with your neighbors. See if their power 

is off, too. 
3. Give name that is on meter-reading book and 

correct location by line and pole if you have a 
billing book. 

4. Report any unusual conditions on the line— 

limbs, trees on line, flashes, etc. 
5. Report any trouble on your premises. 
6. Be sure the problem is not on your side of the 

meter. When cooperative personnel are called 
out and the problem is on the consumer’s side 
of the meter, a charge of $42 will be assessed. 

Area phone outage information 
Whom to call —numbers to call—and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday 
Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 1-800-762-1400 
or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 
Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during regular 
office hours. This is Monday through Friday 
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding 
holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 
Call Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 
or Ken Corzine 827-4202 Dongola 
or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 
or * Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 
or * Robin Ramage 524-3516 Metropolis 
* Please note that Perry Dailey and Robin Ramage 
are utility servicemen. Once outages start, they 
will be out working and there might not be anyone 
at home to answer their phone. 
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High school juniors invited 
to enter essay contest 

Students who are juniors (11th 
grade) enrolled in a high school in 
the area served by Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative are eligible to 
enter the Youth to Washington 
Essay Contest. Winners in the con¬ 
test earn all-expenses-paid tours 
to Washington, D.C., June 15-22. 
(Members of the immediate family 
of a board member or employee of 
SIEC are not eligible.) 

Contestants will be required to 
write an essay of not less than 600 
words and not more than 1,000 
words entitled “Electric Coopera¬ 
tives: Meeting the Challenges of 
Our Future.” The essay should 
be typed on 8V2 x 11-inch paper, 
double-spaced, and on one side 
only. 

Your entry blank must be post¬ 
marked or received in the office of 
Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, Dongola, Illinois 62926 not 
later than March 2. Essays must be 
in the office or postmarked by 
March 16. 

Three judges will score the essays. 
All identification is removed from 
the essays prior to the judging, 
which takes place April 2. The 
following point system will be used: 
student’s knowledge of the subject 
is 50 percent, originality of paper 
is 25 percent, and composition 

Daniel Theis, Dongola Unit School, 
and Stephanie Hard, Century Com¬ 
munity School, were last year's 
Washington tour winners. 

(organization, word choice, spelling, 
etc.) is 25 percent. Contestants do 
not have to be present for the 
judging. Contest results are called 
to the schools as soon as the winners 
are decided. All entries will receive 
certificates of award. 

There will be a banquet for the 
trip winners and their parents. The 
judges, high school principals, 
English instructors and cooperative 
personnel will also be invited. The 
first-place winners will present their 
winning compositions at the dinner 
meeting. 

Five boys and five girls will be 
chosen as runners-up and will be 
awarded a trip to Springfield on 
“Illinois Rural Electric Youth Day” 
April 18. While in the state capital, 
they will tour the Illinois State 
Capitol, visit Lincoln’s Home, 
and tour the House and Senate 
chambers. 

In the event that either of the 
first-place winners would be unable 
to take the trip to Washington, D.C 
the first runner-up will go as 
alternate. 

The cooperative will furnish cqn- 
test details to high school principals 
and English departments in the 
area. Research materials will be fur¬ 
nished upon receipt of the official 
entry form. 

High school juniors! 

“Youth-to-Washington” Essay Contest 
“Electric Cooperatives: Meeting the Challenges of Our Future” 

I would like to enter the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative essay contest. 
Please furnish the research materials to: 

I Signature    

Mailing address      

Mail to: Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 100, Dongola, IL 62926. 

!■ ! 
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Precision Spraying: 
Sponsored by: Top Air Mfg. 
Co. of Parkersburg and 
F. B. McAfoos of Benton 
1pm, Friday, March 9 

Let’s Talk Combines 
Sponsored by: VCV, Inc. of 
Lebanon, III. and St. John 
Welding of Kansas and S. Dakota 
6:30 pm, Thursday, March 8 
6:30 pm, Friday, March 9 

SHOW HIGHUGHTS 

» Over 90 Exhibits 
» Free Admission 
» Free Parking 
» Seminars 
» Demonstrations 

High School Day 
Friday, March 9 

Thursday^ March 8—12 noon to 7 pm 

Friday, March 9—9 am to 7 pm 

Saturday, March 10-9 am to 3 pm 

For Further Show Information Call or Write: 

Exhibits: 
Bryce Cramer 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Rt. 2, Box 5 
Murphysboro, III. 62966 
(618) 684-2143 

General Information: 
Ron Medlin 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
P. 0. Box 100 
Dongola, III. 62926 
(618) 827-3555 

16d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/February 1990 



JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI 

published by Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Dongola, Illinois 

The 1990 census: 
How do the numbers affect me? 

Households in the United States 
will receive the official census form 
about March 23. The Constitution 
demands an accurate tally of the 
citizens every 10 years. The impor¬ 
tance of an accurate census count 
cannot be ignored as census data 
affects schools, governments, and 
such services as housing, health, 
child care programs, senior citizen 
activities, and transportation routes. 

“Representatives shall be appor¬ 
tioned among the several States 
according to their respective num¬ 
bers. ... The actual enumeration 
shall be made within three years 
after the first meeting of the Con¬ 
gress of the United States, and 
within every subsequent term of 
ten years, in such manner as they 
shall by law direct.” —The U.S. 
Constitution 

The 1990 census will be the 
largest data collection and statistical 
operation in the nation. The federal 
government officially takes count of 
each person living in the sovereign 
United States, and areas which 
include Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, the Trust Territories of the 
Pacific Islands, plus American 
Samoa, Guam and the Northern 
Mariana Islands. 

The total population determines 
congressional, state, and local elec¬ 
tion district boundaries. The seats 
in the House of Representatives will 
be reapportioned in 1991, a change 
that will rely on census figures. 

The questions on income are 
used in the distribution of funds to 

communities, including school 
districts. Social service providers 

use the data in reaching and 
helping their clientele. Illinois and 
the U.S. Government uses census 
data to plan and implement com¬ 
munity projects and provide for 
new schools, additional government 
housing, park services, and grants to 
cities and counties. Businesses and 
industries use the data to decide 
plant locations and expansions. 

Nearly all households will receive 
a form requiring about 14 minutes 
to complete and mail back by 
April 1. A prepaid and pre-addressed 
envelope is provided. About 5 per¬ 
cent of the population will be asked 
to complete the long form. This 
form takes 43 minutes to complete. 
The questions are more thorough 
with regard to education, employ¬ 
ment income, occupation, ancestry, 
and housing. The information is 
confidential and will not be shared 

with any welfare agency, IRS, 
courts, police, or the military. These 
records are kept confidential for 72 
years. 

A census enumerator will visit 
each home that does not respond to 
the census form. If information is 
missing,illegible or inconsistent, a 
census employee will contact the 
person by phone or in person to 
complete the needed information. 
A $100 to $500 fine may be im¬ 
posed is a person refuses to answer 
questions. 

The first census was conducted in 
1790, two hundred years ago, to 
count four million persons in 1.2 
million households. The 1990 cen¬ 
sus will attempt to count an es¬ 
timated 250 million people in 106 
million homes. This year’s slogan 
urges people to “stand up and be 
counted.” 

New night depository 
A night depository for after hours and weekend payments is now 
available at the left side of the new front entrance. 
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Ken Corzine has been bandaged by Mick Williams and Lamar Houston but not without advice from Carol 
Duty and Loraine McGee. Carol's neat bandage application was administered by Loraine. 

Ron Medlin is preparing Carl George for bandaging while Bob Minor j0 Porterfield is adjusting the sling 
assists. on Pam Lentz. 

Co-op employees train 
for emergency medical situations 

During January SIEC employees 

attended a two-day training course 
to prepare them to respond to 
emergency medical situations. The 
course was conducted by AIEC per¬ 
sonnel, in conjunction with the 
American Red Cross. 

The course was designed to equip 
citizens to provide first aid to adult 
victims. The employees learned 

skills and techniques which will 

help them stay calm, make decisions 
in emergencies, take appropriate 
steps to keep a victim alive and keep 
injuries from becoming worse until 
EMS (Emergency Medical Services) 
arrive on the scene. 

The employees learned that 
legally, a victim must give consent 
to an offer to help before a person 

trained in first aid begins to help 
him or her. The law assumes that an 
unconscious person would give con¬ 
sent. State “Good Samaritan” laws 
give legal protection to rescuers 
who act in good faith and are not 
guilty of gross negligence or willful 
misconduct. This legal protection 
varies from state to state and 
citizens should know the state law. 
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11 -year-old dances way to Russia 
Courtney Yvonne Douglas of 

Metropolis, daughter of Yvonne 
and Charles Eichorn of Metropolis 
and Ray Douglas, Jr. of Karnak, has 
been taking dance lessons for eight 
years under the instruction of the 
Beverly Rogers Dance Studio in 
Paducah, Ky. 

Two years ago, Courtney was 
selected as a member of the Beverly 
Rogers Dancers. In December 
1989 these dancers were invited to 
perform in the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics 1990 Summer 
Performing Arts Festival for two 
weeks thisjune and July. The group 
will perform in Minsk, Leningrad 
and Moscow. The invitation was 
extended to the group based on 
outstanding talent, citizenship, and 
the knowledge that the performers 
would represent the “Youth of 
America” at their best. For par¬ 
ticipation in the performing group, 
students must audition and are 
selected on the basis of their talent, 
showmanship, attitude, and the 
ability to demonstrate technique 
training which they have learned in 
dance class. Courtney is required to 
take technique classes in ballet, jazz, 
and tap as well as performance 
classes three to five nights each 
week. Courtney is very committed 
to performance and dance. Only six 
dance groups from the United 
States are invited to participate in 
the USSR Summer Festival. 

Courtney has competed exten¬ 
sively through local, regional, and 
national competitions. She has per¬ 
formed in St. Louis, Memphis, 
Springfield and Knoxville, Tenn. 
She is scheduled to perform in 
Cincinnati in July. 

Courtney had a setback in August 
when she fell in gymnastics class 

Courtney Douglas 

and suffered a severe broken elbow. 
Several weeks of classes were missed 
due to two surgeries, but the show 
must go on, and Courtney resumed 
lessons while her arm was still in 
the cast. Courtney states that con¬ 
trolling your balance and per¬ 
forming pirouettes were the most 
difficult, and “Of course, I couldn’t 
do leaps or jumps for several 
months.” With much work and 
determination Courtney had 
made a comeback, placing first in 
all regional competitions since 
November. 

Courtney began dance instruc¬ 
tion before she began school. She 
has always enjoyed the classes, but 
especially blossomed during the 
yearly recitals. “I remember that 

after Courtney’s first recital, adults 
came up to me and wanted to know 
if I worked with her extensively at 
home, It didn’t take long before I 
was no help as I didn’t understand 
the dance terminology or counts 
required. She is self-driven. It 
doesn’t take much encouragement 
for Courtney to excel in whatever 
she sets out to do,” her mother said. 

Courtney, 11 years old, is a sixth 
grade honor student at Metropolis 
Middle School. She has received the 
Outstanding Academic Achieve¬ 
ment Award from the President of 
the United States for continuous 
“A” grade average, and perfect 
attendance awards. Courtney has 
taken piano lessons for five years. 
She is an active member of St. Rose 
Catholic Church, Metropolis. 

“I’m told that Russian food is 
much different than ours so I’m 
really glad that Moscow now has a 
McDonalds! I’m excited about the 
trip, not only to perform but to see 
all the sights. I know this is some¬ 
thing I’ll never forget. I’m really 
lucky!” 

Courtney is the granddaughter of 
Margaret Johnson and the late 
Gordon “Porky” Johnson of Ullin, 
and Raymond and Doris Douglas of 
Karnak. She has one brother, Eric, 
who attends Shawnee College. 

The costs of transportation, hotel 
accommodations, and costumes will 
approach four thousand dollars 
for each performer. Several fund¬ 
raising projects to help defray the 
cost of the trip are under way. All 
donations, which are tax deductible, 
can be made to Growth, Inc.— 
Paducah Ambassadors, Beverly 
Rogers Dancers, Commerce Center, 
417 South Fourth Street, Paducah, 
KY 42002. 

Co-op WATS line for members 
1-800-762-1400 

Monday—Friday, 8 a.m.—4 p.m. 
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Cooperative maintains life support registry 
Public Act 83-632, effective 

September 20, 1983, required 
public utilities to maintain a 
“registry” of persons who depend 
on electrically operated life-support 
equipment. 

“Every public utility company 
which furnishes electricity to 
residential customers shall maintain 
a registry of those individuals who 
are dependent on an electrically 
operated respirator, dialysis ma¬ 
chine or any other electrically 
operated life-support equipment. 
The existence of the registry shall 
be reasonably publicized by the 

public utility to its residential cus¬ 
tomers and the general public. It 
shall be the responsibility, however, 
of any individual relying on any life- 
support equipment to notify the 
public utility providing electrical 
service of his or her dependency on 
such life-support equipment.” 

Although the law requires that 
the existence of the registry shall be 
reasonably publicized by the utility, 
the individual is responsible for 
notifying the utility of the existence 
of the life-support equipment. 

We are requesting that con¬ 
sumers who have life-support equip¬ 

ment provide us with written 
certification of the use of the life- 
support equipment and the period 
for which it is to be used. By using 
the registry, those involved shall be 
consulted before turning off power 
or restoring power after an inter¬ 
ruption. A “good faith” effort shall 
be made to restore power first to 
those persons on the registry and to 
notify persons on the registry of 
anticipated power interruptions. 

Please call the cooperative during 
office hours to request your cer¬ 
tification form. 

Planning 
a new home? 

Before the final plans are drawn, while your dream home 
is still a picture in your mind—imagine the comforts of an 
“electric house.” No fumes, no flames, just the steady, ready 
flow of electricity—heating and cooling your home, lighting 
your property inside and out. Your electric cooperative can 
advise you on how electricity will fit into your plans. 

Statement of 
nondiscrimination 

“Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative has 
filed with the federal government a com¬ 
pliance assurance in which it assures the 
Rural Electrification Administration that it 
will comply fully with all requirements of 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
the rules and regulations of the Department 
of Agriculture issued thereunder, to the end 
that no person in the United States shall, on 
the ground of race, color, or national origin, 
be excluded from participation in, be denied 
the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to 
discrimination in the conduct of its program 
and the operation of its program and the 
operation of its program facilities. Under this 
assurance, this organization is committed not 
to discriminate against any person on the 
ground of race, color, or national origin in 
its policies and practices relating to treatment 
of beneficiaries and participants including 
rates, conditions, and extension of service, 
use of any of its facilities, attendance at and 
participation in any meetings of beneficiaries 
and participants of the exercise of any rights 
of such beneficiaries and participants in the 
conduct of the operation of this organiza¬ 
tion.” 

“Any person who believes himself, or any 
specific class of individuals, to be subjected 
by this organization to discrimination pro¬ 
hibited by Title VII of the Act and the rules 
and regulations issued thereunder may, by 
himself or a representative, file with the 
Secretary of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 
20250, or the rural Electrification Adminis¬ 
tration, Washington, D.C. 20250 or the 
organization, or all a written complaint. Such 
complaint must be filed not later than 180 
days after the alleged discrimination, or by 
such later date to which the Secretary of 
Agriculture of the Rural Electrification Ad¬ 
ministration extends the time for filing. Iden¬ 
tity of complaints will be kept confidential 
except to the extent necessary to carry out 
the purpose of the rules and regulations.” 

Office closing 
The Southern Illinois Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative office will be 
closed Friday, April 13; in 

observance of Good Friday. 
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SIEC's new look 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative has a new look. The young ornamental trees and shrubbery are not visible 
in these pictures. 

New sidewalk spans the width of the building and pro¬ 
vides safe and convenient access to the offices. The 
canopy protected entrance also contains the night 
depository for after hours and weekend payments. 

The limestone sign bears the cooperative identifica¬ 
tion and the rural electrification logo. 
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The information desk is centrally located in the new lobby. The public 
restroom with facilities for the handicapped is to the left of the desk. 

The new lobby is roomy and comfortable for those members who have 
to wait. The lobby, public restroom and new meeting room now occupy 
the space previously used by the resale department. The "old" front desk 
has been enclosed to create an office for the utility servicemen. 

Essay judging completed April 2 
The essay contest winners and 

runners-up were announced the 
week of April 2. Winners will also 
be congratulated in the May issue of 
the JAMUP. 

The cooperative was invited to 

visit five area schools. In addition, 
one area school requested contest 
material for classroom participation 
and two students entered using the 
clip-out furnished in the JAMUP. 
Information packets were furnish¬ 
ed to 145 prospective essayists and 
62 students submitted essays to be 
judged. 

The essay banquet to honor the 
winners was held April 12 at Millers’ 
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Restaurant (Porky’s) in Ullin. 

Parents, teachers and school offic¬ 
ials were invited to share the 
students’ special night. The winning 
essays entitled “Electric Coop¬ 
eratives: Meeting the Challenges of 
Our Future” were presented at the 
banquet. 

Finalists will attend “Illinois 
Rural Electric Youth Day” in 
Springfield April 18. Grand prize 
winners will travel to Washington, 
D.C., June 15-22 for the “Youth to 
Washington” tour sponsored by the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives and Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative. 

1990 

'Safety savvy' 
answers 
(from page 14d) 
Question Correct 

No. Answer Explanation 
1. a Many high-voltage lines 

(especially in towns) have 
a weatherproof coating to 
resist corrosion. No high- 
voltage lines can be con¬ 
sidered insulated. 

2. d Trimming trees near 
power lines is dangerous 
because of the hazards of 
falling limbs and elec¬ 
trical lines. Limbs conduct 
electricity. 

3. d Call the power company 
and give the correct loca¬ 
tion, then clear the area. A 
damaged line can fall at 
any time. 

4. b Most power companies 
will trim or cut a tree that 
could fall into their lines. 

5. d Too many people have 
slipped when trying to 
jump clear, or they have 
jumped into a line. If 
forced to leave the vehicle 
because of fire or other 
hazard, look out for other 
lines and jump away from 
the vehicle without touch¬ 
ing it and anything else at 
the same time. 

6. d Only a trained lineman 
can tell if a line is ener¬ 
gized or not. A “hot” and 
“dead” line look exactly 
the same. 

7. b Evaluate the situation 
carefully. If the victim 
must have care but is too 
close to the electrical 
lines, then carefully move 
them out of the area 
without touching any elec¬ 
trical lines. 

8. a Only trained linemen 
should touch or move a 
fallen power lines. A 
power line on the ground 
may be re-energized by 
automatic equipment at 
any time. 

Remember, both victim and res¬ 

cuer may be fatally injured if either 
of them contact an energized line! 



Computer 
skills contest 

Members of the Dongola F.F.A. 
chapter won recognition competing 
in the Computer Skills Contest dur¬ 
ing “High School Day” activities 
March 9 at the Southern Illinois 
Farm Show held at Rend Lake Col¬ 
lege near Ina. 

F.F.A. members from Anna-Jones- 
boro, Carmi, Dongola, East Rich¬ 
land, Mt. Vernon, Pinckneyville, 
and Valmeyer attended the meet. 
The computer contest is an annual 
event sponsored by Rend Lake Col¬ 
lege and Southern Illinois 
University. 

The Dongola team received first 
place, $100 cash from the Southern 
Illinois Farm Show Committee and 
a plaque donated by the colleges. 
Competing for Dongola were 
Michael Tarpley, Daniel Theis, 
Travis Schultz, Randy Cooley, and 
Stacy Hill. Dr. Richard Gray is the 
instructor and F.F.A. sponsor. 

In addition to team honors, 
Michael Tarpley received individual 
third-place honors, $15 cash from 
the Southern Illinois Farm Show 
Committee and a plaque from the 
colleges; Daniel Theis received 
individual fifth-place honors and a 
plaque from the colleges. Randy 
Cooley placed eighth in the 
individual competition. 

The Southern Illinois Farm Show 
is sponsored by the electric 
cooperatives of Southern Illinois, 
Rend Lake College and Southern 
Illinois University. The show is an 
effective tool in educating the 
farmer-consumer in up to date 
methods, innovations and techni¬ 
ques. 

Students representing Dongola F.F.A. won first place in the team event 
and other honors participating in the computer contest at the Southern 
Illinois Farm Show March 9. Ron Medlin, member services director of 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, presented the awards. From left: 
Ron Medlin, general chairman of the Southern Illinois Farm Show; Dr. 
Richard Gray, F.F.A. sponsor and computer instructor; Michael Tarpley, 
third-place individual award; Daniel Theis, fifth-place individual aware; 
Travis Schultz, computer team member; Randy Cooley, eighth-place 
individual, holding the team plaque; and Stacy Hill, computer team 
member. 

Elaine Schroeder receives 
cooperative scholarship 

The Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative Scholarship was 
awarded to Elaine Schroeder, 
18-year-old daughter of Robert and 
Betty Lang of Metropolis, following 
her enrollment for the fall and 
winter semester at Shawnee Com¬ 
munity College, Ullin. 

In order to qualify for the S.I.E.C. 
Scholarship, applicants must: be in 
the top 40 percent of their high 
school graduating class; live in a 
home served by S.I.E.C.; and be 
enrolled in at least 15 semester 
hours each semester. 

Elaine also received the Shawnee 
Community College trustee’s 
Scholarship, awarded to the top two 
students of each high school in the 
Shawnee College district who 
attend the college. 

Elaine graduated as Salutatorian 
from Joppa High School in 1989. At 
Joppa she was honored as the “Most 
Outstanding Business Student.” At 

Elaine Schroeder 

Shawnee she is enrolled in associate 
of accounting studies, a two-year 
associate of applied science degree 
program. She is an honor student 
and maintains a 3.6 grade point 
average. After two years at Shawnee 
she plans to transfer to Murray State 
and major in business management. 
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Edmunds 

Earl L. Edmonds 
retires 
March 23 

Earl L. Edmonds retired March 
23 following 33 years of service at 
the cooperative. 

Earl came to work in June 1957 
as a television and appliance repair¬ 
man. In addition, one year later he 
assumed the duties of two-way radio 
technician. He went to work as an 
apprentice on the forestry crew in 
October 1986 after the cooperative 
closed the resale department. At the 
time of his retirement, Earl was a 
forestry foreman. 

Earl expressed his sentiments 
about the cooperative when he 
related, “I have been very fortunate 
to have been apart of this organiza¬ 
tion for the past 33 years. 

“I am looking forward to having 
the time to do the things that I 
need and want to do. I like fishing 
and working around the home. 
I have served on the Anna Elemen¬ 
tary District 37 school board since 

1962 and been a member of the 
Illinois Association of School 
Boards for 12 years and now I want 
to devote more time to school board 
activities.” 

Earl and wife, Lola, have a mar¬ 
ried son living in Manchester, 
Missouri. The younger Edmonds, 
Dennis and his wife, Charla, have 
two children, David and Laura. 

Test your 'safety savvy' 
Power lines are ever-present in 

our environment and must be 
treated with respect. Often, 
accidents occur when people 
neglect to carefully look over their 
work site before starting a job. 
Failure to acknowledge the 
presence of power lines can be a 
tragic mistake. 

Below are several questions that 
will test your knowledge of power 
line safety. Take the quiz and com¬ 
pare your answers to those at the 
bottom of the page. 

Remember, electricity is a safe 
and reliable servant IF treated with 
respect. 

1. Overhead high-voltage lines (in 
most cases): 
a) Are not insulated 
b) Are insulated 
c) Are never in the way of 

construction or tree 
clearing 

d) Are high enough above 
the ground to not worry 
about 

2. Trimming or cutting trees near 
electrical lines: 
a) Is dangerous because of 

falling branches 
b) Is dangerous because 

branches can conduct elec¬ 
tric current 

c) Is dangerous because fall¬ 
ing trees or branches can 

knock down electrical lines 
d) All of the above 

3. If an overhead line is on or near 
the ground: 
a) Call the power company to 

report it immediately 
b) Keep people away from 

the line even though it is 
not sparking 

c) It is not safe to walk under 
or near the line 

d) All of the above 

4. When getting ready to cut or 
trim a tree, you notice electrical 
lines near the tree. You should: 
a) Cut the tree anyway 

because you have to get 
the tree down today 

b) Check with the power 
company before cutting 
the tree 

c) Pull the tree over with a 
winch line 

d) Take a coffee break and 
think it over 

5. If an electrical line falls on a 
truck or car, the driver should: 
a) Stay in the vehicle until 

help arrives 
b) Jump out of the vehicle 

immediately 
c) Step out of the vehicle 
d) Stay in the vehicle unless 

it’s on fire. Jump out only 
if necessary. 

6. You can tell if an electrical line 
is energized or “hot” by: 
a) Looking at it 
b) Listening for buzzing, arc¬ 

ing or sparking 
c) Checking nearby houses to 

see if they have power 
d) None of the above 

7. If someone is injured near 
downed (fallen) electrical lines: 
a) Begin CPR at once 
b) Move the victim carefully 

out of the area, then treat 
the injuries 

c) Wait for help to arrive 
d) All of the above 

8. A downed power line is safe to 
touch: 
a) Only by trained linemen 

who have “grounded” 
(shorted out) the line 

b) If it is not sparking 
c) If it is laying on the 

ground 
d) None of the above 

Look for answers on page 14b! 
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1990 Nominating Committee to meet 
Members to serve on the 1990 

Nominating Committee were 
appointed by Richard Moss, presi¬ 
dent of the board of directors of 
Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, at the 1989 annual meeting 
held August 4. The committee will 
meet at the cooperative headquar¬ 
ters, Route 51 north of Dongola, 
on June 14 at 8 p.m. to consider 
nominees for election to the board 
of directors at the 1990 meeting of 
the members. 

The following were appointed to 
the 1990 Nominating Committee to 
represent their respective counties: 

Alexander County—Frank 
Blakemore, P.O. Box 236, Olive 

Branch, IL 62969, and Rick 
Goodman, P.O. Box 92, McClure, IL 
62957 

Johnson County—Charley 
Littleton, Cypress, IL 62923, and 
Mark Gearing, Route 1 Box 221, 
Vienna, IL 62995 

Massac County—Larry Fisher, 
Route 1 Box 131, Karnak, IL 62956, 
and Bill Middagh, P.O. Box 815, 
Metropolis, IL 62960 

Pulaski County—Robert Heisner, 
Route 1 Box 10, Grand Chain, IL 
62941, and Herman Dumas, P.O. 
Box 24, Pulaski, IL 62976 

Union County—Fred Pitts, Route 
1 Box 131, Buncombe, IL 62912, 
and Orris Mosby, Jr., Route 1 Box 

52, Jonesboro, IL 62952 
The bylaws of the cooperative 

provide that nominees to the board 
of directors may be made by: (1) 
nominating committee (2) petition 
received not less than 25 days prior 
to the actual meeting, signed by 15 
or more active members, or (3) an 
active member from the floor at the 
annual meeting. The three-year 
terms of the directors are expired 
alternately so that each year elec¬ 
tions are held for a portion of the 
board. At the 1990 annual meeting 
elections will be held for a director 
from each of the three counties: 
Alexander, Johnson and Massac. 

Winners in the SIEC essay contest visited the state capital April 18 as a part of "Rural Electric and Telephone 
Youth Day" and met with Senator James F. Rea on the Senate floor. Also included in the day were tours 
of Lincoln's home and neighborhood, the Old State Capitol, the Illinois Vietnam Veterans' Memorial and 
Lincoln's Tomb. Representing Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative were, from left, Ron Medlin and Carol 
Duty, chaperones, Jason Cross and Jennifer Holderfield of Ullin, David Hefner of Perks, Crystle Henry, Missy 
Dale, Sen. Rea, Larry Simmerman, Jr., Gerhonda Johnson and David Schultz all of Dongola, Darby Jones 
and Ryan Story of Metropolis, Andrew Ulrich and Tabetha VanHooser of Grand Chain. The day-long activities 
were sponsored by the electric and telephone cooperatives of Illinois. 
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Electric Cooperatives: 
Meeting the challenges of the future 

As I reclined in the paint splat¬ 
tered chair on the porch, calm 
settled about me. I had just moved 
into a farm house, and I was 
becoming familiar with the various 
sounds of the place. A slight buzz¬ 
ing commenced, then a click as 
the security light penetrated the 
twilight. The hum of the dish¬ 
washer, going through its cycles, the 
blaring of the television and the 
rhythmic melody of music from 
the upstairs radio crept into the 
quietness. The light from the kit¬ 
chen window drew me toward the 
security of my home. 

Today, we take for granted all 
the conveniences we enjoy, conve¬ 
niences allowed by the availability 
of affordable electricity. In order 
for us to enjoy these, someone had 
to recognize the needs of the rural 
areas in the nation and to meet the 
challenge of bringing the electrical 
power to the countryside. 

Organizations which operate for 
profit could not understand why 
electricity was so necessary in rural 
areas. They were not densely popu¬ 
lated nor industrial; therefore, the 
amount of money necessary to run 
the lines could not be warranted. 
The rates required to guarantee a 
profit would be so high that few 
people could afford the electrical 
power. 

Even after the REA was estab¬ 
lished, profit organizations were 
not interested in applying for low 
interest loans to accommodate so 
few people. They were happy to 
remain in the urban areas where 

the margin of profit was greater. If 
rural areas were to advance eco¬ 
nomically, the work would have to 
be done by the residents of those 
areas. 

The early leaders met the chal¬ 
lenge and established the non-profit 
electric cooperatives. The con¬ 
sumers were not only the users but 
the owners. They had much to gain 
from their adventure and little to 
lose since economical progress had 
remained at a stand still without the 

This is one of two winning es¬ 
says in the Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative "Youth to 
Washington" essay contest. This 
essay was written by Missy Dale of 
Dongola, a student at Dongola 
Unit School. Next month we will 
print the winning essay by Larry 
Simmerman, Jr., of Dongola, also 
a student at Dongola Unit School. 

electrical power to enhance the 
agricultural facet or to draw busi¬ 
ness and industry. 

Those pioneers in the electric 
cooperatives can be proud of their 
successes. The face of rural America 
changed tremendously. From eco¬ 
nomic deprivation to economic 
progress, the rural areas became an 
important link in the nation’s chain 
of food and fiber. Rural residents 
became buyers of the cities’ goods. 

As the need for more electricity 
grew in the small communities and 
the agricultural areas, more chal¬ 
lenges arose. To insure that the con¬ 
sumers would have the energy 
necessary, the electric cooperatives 
initiated various methods of conser¬ 
vation. Consumers were taught to 
conserve through weatherization. 
They were given information on 
efficient appliances. The electric 
cooperatives have become involved 
in research projects which test 

smart houses to provide safe and 
efficient environments. 

Unlike profit organizations, the 
electric cooperative has a human 
side, a heart. It recognizes the prob¬ 
lems within the area it serves and 
tries to alleviate any hardships upon 
the consumer. For the elderly and 
low income families who need help 
in paying electrical bills, the electric 
cooperative provides information 
and allots government money to 
those in need. There are also pro¬ 
grams available for those small 
businesses under duress because of 
a decline in the economy. If a 
business fails, the economy of the 
area suffers. The electric coopera¬ 
tive works diligently to maintain 
economic stability by providing 
assistance in any way it can. 

The electric cooperative strives to 
meet the challenges of providing 
advantages to the sparsely popu¬ 
lated service area. A vast network of 
electrical lines must be maintained, 
and maintenance is done with the 
least amount of inconvenience to 
the consumer. We cannot appre¬ 
ciate this until a crises arises in the 
form of an ice storm or high, 
damaging winds. But, the advan¬ 
tages do not end in the main¬ 
tenance of the lines. Electric 
cooperatives work in curtailing 
crime, providing entertainment by 
rural television, upgrading the 
quality of education in the rural 
schools and improving the environ¬ 
ment by clean air technology. All of 
these are a testimony to the com¬ 
munity involvement of the electric 
cooperatives and our dependence 
upon it for effective leadership. 

The electric cooperative is a vital 
part of rural America. It does more 
than provide the electricity neces¬ 
sary to insure the quality of life we 
desire. We have come to rely upon 
the cooperative’s leadership to meet 
the difficulties of each generation. 
It in turn rewards the trust that we 
place in it by working to secure the 
future of our homes, by meeting the 
challenges. 
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From left Lawrence Wilke, representing Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative; Raymond Mulholland, rep¬ 
resenting Egyptian Electric Cooperative; and Kenneth Webb, representing Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, present a donation for the creation of the new Southern Illinois Power Co-operative Scholarship 
to Southern Illinois University-Carbondale Engineering and Technology Dean Juh Wah Chen and Robynn Rosen 
Nawrot of the SIU Foundation. The scholarship will be awarded annually to an SIUC electrical engineering 
major from Southern Illinois. 

SIU engineering scholarship endowment 
A scholarship to benefit local 

students majoring in electrical 
engineering was endowed by the 
electric cooperatives of southern 
Illinois at a March 8 ceremony in 
Carbondale. SIEC joined forces 
with Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
based in Steeleville, Southeastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative in 
Eldorado, and the Southern Illinois 
Power Co-operative in Marion to 

jointly gift the university’s College 
of Engineering and Technology. 

The first Southern Illinois Power 
Cooperative Scholarship will be 
awarded for the 1990-91 academic 
year. Entering freshmen as well as 
current SIUC electrical engineering 
students are eligible to apply. 
Applicants must be graduates of 
a Southern Illinois high school 
located south of Interstate 64. 

Preference will be given to those 
from families served by one of the 
electric cooperatives. 

Application forms are available 
through the SIUC College of 
Engineering and Technology 
Dean’s office by calling (618)453- 

4321. Completed forms must be 
filed by June 1. 

Miss Southern Illinois 
Electric enjoys regal year 

Tami Sue Wyatt of Karnak is the 
reigning Miss SIEC. She has been 
very proud to represent your 
cooperative and would like to share 
some of her exciting happenings 
with the readership. 

Quoting from her letter, Tami 
wrote: 

“I told you that I would keep you 
informed on what all I have been 
doing. Here is a list of some recent 
happenings: 

• Fall semester Editor-n-Chief of 
the Shawnee Community Col¬ 
lege Tempo newspaper 

• College Bowl member at SCC 
• Nominated to “Who’s Who 

Among American College 

Students” 

• The role of a young female 
Scrooge in the SCC production 
“Scrooge” 

• Beauty pageant judge at the 
Pope County Deer Festival 
November 1989 

• Participated in Dongola, Anna 
and Metropolis parades 

• Elected treasurer of the SCC 

Wildlife Club 
• Crowned Senior Miss Queen, 

Marion Holiday Inn January 

1990 
• Elected Shawnee Community 

College Homecoming Queen 
February 1990 

I will keep in touch. See you 
soon.” 

Tami Wyatt Wyatt 
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Twelve local high school juniors 
were recognized by Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative during 
a banquet Thursday, April 12. 

The students, 10 finalists and two 
winners, were participants in the 
electric cooperative’s “Youth to 
Washington” essay contest. Winners 
of the all-expense-paid trip to the 
nation’s capital this summer are 
Larry Simmerman, Jr., and Missy 
Dale of Dongola. Tami Sue Wyatt of 
Karnak, Miss Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric of 1989, will also be making the 
trip. 

The runners-up in the contest are 
David Hefner of Perks; Jason Cross 
and Jennifer Holderfield of Ullin; 
Ryan Story and Darby Jones of 
Metropolis; Andrew Ulrich and 
Tabetha VanHooser of Grand 
Chain; and David Schultz, Crystle 
Henry, and Gerhonda Johnson of 
Dongola. 

Those attending the event at 
Miller’s Restaurant (Porky’s) in 
Ullin included the students, their 
parents and sponsoring teachers, 
cooperative directors and staff 
members. 

Following the dinner, the two 

Office closing 
The cooperative office will 

be closed Monday, May 28, to 
observe Memorial Day. 

1990 winners presented their essays 
on the topic, “Electric Cooperatives: 
Meeting the Challenges of the 
Future.” 

Awards were presented to the 
essayists by Richard Moss of 
Tamms, president of the coopera¬ 
tive board. 

John Freitag, assistant to the 
manager for the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 
narrated a slide presentation 
that previewed the upcoming 
Washington trip. Freitag is the tour 
director for the 1990 “Youth to 
Washington” tour. 

Simmerman, Dale and Wyatt will 

join about 65 essay contest winners 
from electric cooperatives around 
the state for the June 15-22 tour of 
Washington. 

Juniors attending high schools in 
the cooperative service area were 
eligible to participate in the Youth 
Tour program. 

SIEC manager Larry Lovell said 
the cooperative is pleased to spon¬ 
sor this annual essay contest for 
area students. “The young people 
are our future, and it is encouraging 
that so many show an interest in 
learning about our organization 
and about state and federal govern¬ 
ment.” 

Essay judges completed their portion of the "Youth to Washington" 
contest April 2 at cooperative headquarters. Shown from left: Margaret 
Shotton, administrative assistant. Southern Illinois Power Co-operative, 
Marion; Carolyn Holm, English instructor, Shawnee Community College, 
Ullin; and Art Aikman, professor at SIU, Curriculum and Instructions, 
Carbondale. The judges total their scores for each essay to determine 
the winners. Sixty-two essays were submitted for judging. 
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Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive president Richard D. Moss of 
Tamms congratulates the winners 
of the cooperative's 1990 "Youth 
to Washington" essay contest. 
Larry Simmerman, Jr., left, and 
Missy Dale, right, both of Dongola, 
were the top finalists from 62 
entrants in this year's contest. 
They'll tour the nation's capital 
with more than 60 other high 
school students from the state 
and more than 1,500 nationwide 
on June 15-22. They joined 10 
other SIEC finalists for "Rural 
Electric and Telephone Youth Day" 
in Springfield on Wednesday, 
April 18, when they met with state 
officials and toured the sties of the 
state capital. 

Southern Illinois Electric Co-op honors essayists 
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Electric Cooperatives: 
Meeting the challenges of the future 

We were in the fourth quarter 
and the score was 64 to 67. We 
had possession of the ball with 12 
seconds left. The coach called time 
out. He got us into the huddle and 
said, “It’s going to take team work 
and cooperation.” We needed to 
score one three pointer. You need 
team work to form any kind of 
alliance. This is called cooperation. 

It was this same cooperation that 
brought electricity to rural America. 
Electric service was one of the key 
attractions of city life in those times, 
and was a contributing factor to the 
exodus of many rural residents— 
especially young people—from the 
farms and into the nation’s metro¬ 
politan areas. While rural electrifi¬ 
cation may have been technically 
possible, it was far from being 
economically feasible. 

As early as 1923, some efforts 
were made to find out how electric 
power could be used, not only in 
the farm house, but also in the 
operation of the farm itself. The 
National Electric Light Association 
organized a committee on the Rela¬ 
tion of Electricity to Agriculture 
(CREA). Its goal was to determine 
whether a profitable rural market 
for electricity existed. 

Cost and production records kept 
over an extended period of time 
proved that as the use of electricity 
increased, agriculture production 
increased even more sharply. At the 
same time, the overall expenses of 
the electrified farms dropped. 
However, power companies were 
still not willing to invest the money 

This is one of two winning essays 
in Southern Illinois Electric's 
"Youth to Washington" essay 
contest. This essay was written by 
Larry Simmerman, Jr., of Dongola, 
a student at Dongola Unit School. 

in what they considered to be a 
losing business, the electrification 
of rural areas. The New York Power 
Authority made the first compre¬ 
hensive study of electric distribu¬ 
tion costs. This study combined 
other technical reports began to 
show the practicality of service to 
rural consumers and may be said to 
have opened the door for the Rural 
Electrification Agency program. 

Meanwhile a growing number of 
farm leaders demanded access to 
have electric power. They wanted 
rural people to have electricity 
under conditions and at rates 
comparable to cities. A company 
operating in a rural area must 

extend its lines when there was at 
least one contracting consumer per 
mile, and that the company—not 
the consumer—should pay the 
entire cost of the extension where 
there were three or more customers 
to the mile. This was the forerunner 
of REA’s “area coverage” concept. 

This concept was made possible 
in actuality in 1935 when President 
Roosevelt signed the Executive 
Order creating the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Agency. For more than 50 
years, the cooperative way of doing 
business has brought electricity and 
telephone service to rural areas of 
the country shunned by businesses 
designed to profit the few through 
service to many. 

The cooperative way continues to 
hold firm while continuing to 
expand and meet new challenges. 
Today the REA is searching for new 
ways to provide continued services 
and goods to the consumer eco¬ 
nomically and efficiently. Research 
is being done in several different 
areas: one being the Electric Smart 
House. The Smart House is an 
experimental look into the future of 
the American home to see how 
efficient energy-use decisions can 
be made by computer technology, 
such as lights that automatically 
turn on or off when a person enters 
or exits a room, major appliances 
that will not kick on until rates are 
lower, and light sockets that remain 
dead until a plug is inserted... a 
definite safety feature for small 
children with inquisitive, poking 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Meet SIEC employees 

Gary L. Roach 

Gary L. Roach, Anna, began 
work April 23 in the position of 
janitor. Gary was born in Anna 
and attended Anna city schools 
through the elementary grades. 
During high school his family 
moved to Elgin. At the time of his 
hiring he was self-employed in 
the drywall business. 

While living in Elgin he met 
and married Emily Knight. They 
have three children: Jeremy, age 
14; Joshua, age 11; and Sarah, age 
five months. 

Gary likes to fish, but his 
favorite activity is music. He 
loves to sing and often performs 
as a soloist at church. 

Barry E. Clark 

Barry E. Clark, Dongola, was 
employed as warehouseman 
April 23. He was .born and grew 
up in Grand Chain, graduating 
from the Grand Chain High 
School. He has worked as an 
accountant for many years, but 
most recently in Carbondale. 

Barry is married to the former 
Julia Casper of Anna. They have 
five children: Amy Clark 
Ferguson; Brian, age 21; Greg, 
age 20; Jennifer, age 15; and 
Elizabeth, age 15. He says he has 
one married with one grand¬ 
child, two in college and two in 
high school. The children and 
their activities keep Barry and 
Julia constantly on the go. 

“If I had time for hobbies I 
would probably like to fish and 
hunt,” Clark stated. 

Terry L. Grissom 

Terry L. Grissom came to work 
April 3 to specialize in hydro axe 
right-of-way clearing. He is a 
native of Anna and graduated 
from Anna-Jonesboro Commun¬ 
ity High School. He has been a 
hydro axe operator for many 
years and has worked for local 
construction companies. 

He and his wife, the former 
Sharon Ames, have two children: 
Terry, age 20, and Angela, age 14. 

Terry did not have any hob¬ 
bies or pastimes to mention, but 
everyone who knows him says he 
just likes to “cut brush.” 

Right-of-way spraying planned 
Aerial right-of-way spraying will 

take place this summer in parts of 
Union, Alexander and Pulaski 
counties. 

The spraying will be done during 

early morning or late evening hours 
for best results. Gary’s Right-of-Way 

Service, Inc., Poteet, Texas, will be 
doing the application work. 

The cooperative ensures con¬ 

tinuous electric service and a 
minimum number of outages for 
the members by spraying the rough 
terrain and dense brush in these 
areas. 
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Reserve National Insurance 
Illinois cooperative members and 

other rural residents are being 
contacted by Reserve National 
Insurance Company, an Oklahoma 
company licensed to sell insurance 
in Illinois. The company literature 
and advertising materials are 

not sponsored by SI EC 
worded in such a way that coopera¬ 
tive members may misinterpret. 

Reserve National Insurance is not 
sanctioned by the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) or by Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative. 

Office closing 
The office of Southern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative 
will be closed Wednesday, 
July 4, to observe Independ¬ 
ence Day. 
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William "Bill" Merideth retires 

Merideth 

William “Bill” Merideth re¬ 
tired May 31 with 11 years of 
cooperative service. 

Bill began his co-op career 
back in August 1979 as janitor. 
He became staking engineer in 
October 1980 and then ware¬ 
houseman in April 1981. 

The first part of Bill’s educa¬ 
tion took place in Mounds City, 
but he always wanted to learn 
more and has studied all his life. 
In the U.S. Air Force he finished 
his formal education and began 
a course of studies that advanced 
him from aircraft mechanic to 
command headquarters main¬ 
tenance and materiel analyst. 
After retiring from the air force 

he pursued several associate 
degrees at Shawnee Community 
College. 

Bill and his wife, Mary, live in 
Cypress. She is the former Mary 
Woodard of McClure. They have 
three sons: Paul, who is married 
and lives in Cypress; Jimmy, an 
engineer on a river boat; and 
Jackie, a pilot of a river boat. The 
couple has seven grandchildren. 

When asked what the future 
had in store, Bill answered, “Fm 
going to do some carpenter work 
and odd jobs around my home 
that need done, but when Mary 
says ‘go fishing,’ I plan on 
dropping what I am doing and 
go fishing.” 

Firefighters and electricity 
A “Firefighters and Electricity” 

training session was conducted 
at the Karnak Fire Department 
May 14 by Dave Diederich, state 
association job training and safety 
director, and SIEC’s Ken Corzine 

and Ron Medlin. 
More than 20 firemen represent¬ 

ing fire departments in Vienna, 
Karnak, Grand Chain, Belknap and 
Massac County were present. 

The class is a 2-1/2 hour course on 

how to deal with electrical hazards 
encountered by firefighters. 

The safety with electricity train¬ 
ing program originated in 1984 and 
has helped to train 2,497 par¬ 
ticipants throughout the state and 
continues to be an immensely 
popular community service. 

(Continued from page 12a) 
little fingers. 

Another area of research is the 
Innovative Clean Coal Technology 
program. The program was de¬ 
scribed in a REN magazine as “a 
positive step toward utilizing coal in 
producing electricity under a 
process that is both environmen¬ 
tally safe and economically sound.” 

The Lake of Egypt power plant 
near Marion, Illinois, will serve as 

host site for the LNS burner, an 
experimental system designed to 
remove a major portion of sulfur 
dioxide and oxides of nitrogen 
during the combustion process. The 
purpose of the LNS burner tech¬ 
nology is to demonstrate that high 
sulfur coal (the predominate type in 
Southern Illinois) can be used in an 

environmentally sound manner. 
The emerging clean coal technology 

called “repowering” is supported by 
the rural electric program and by 
the Southern Illinois Power 
Co-operative, demonstrating their 
commitment to clean air. 

This research complements what 
Llewellyn King had to say in his 
address to rural electric leaders. He 
sees the future of fossil fuel genera¬ 
tion as a lot of clean coal, a lot of 
scrubbers and a return to natural 
gas. He says, “to clean up your coal 
before it’s voted out of office by a 
Congress that thinks it’s doing the 
right thing for the voters who 
are frightened by the greenhouse 
effect.” 

The concept of rural electrifica¬ 
tion holds the key to improving the 
quality of life in the Third World 
and developing countries. 

“These countries should be the 
beneficiaries of your work and the 

act of American genius that created 
rural electrification.” When you 
eradicate drudgery, human expec¬ 
tation goes up. Hope will go 
up ... rural electrification is the 
greatest gift we can give. The bot¬ 
tom line is are you competitive in 
your pricing and your service for 
your product. 

As you may have guessed from 
the beginning paragraph, I love the 
game of basketball. I love it because 
on our team it is helping each other 
out, so that when one of us scores, 
we all score. There are no heroes. 
We don’t need them. We have each 
other. 

And that is what the REA is all 
about: people working together, 
helping each other out, so that 
when one person benefits, all per¬ 

sons benefit, and in the end, 
everybody wins. 
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Southern lUinois Electric Cooperative 
Annual Meeting 

August 3r 1990 
Registration 5 p.m. — Meeting 7 p.m. 

Shawnee College 
Ullin, Illinois 

Each member registering will receive attendance gifts of a cap and an umbrella 

Sandwiches and soft drinks will be available 
A bargain table 

Drawing for early bird prizes before the meeting 
Drawing for attendance for prizes after the meeting 

Miss S1EC Beauty Contest 
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Capital credits allocated for 1989 
The board of directors of Southern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative has 
authorized the allocation of 
$858,172.91 in capital credits to its 
members for the year 1989. Of the 
$858,172.91, $348,846,50 represents 
capital credits received from 
Southern Illinois Power Co-operative. 

The allocation of capital credits 
represents an amount allocated to 
the account of each member who 
received service in 1989. This 
allocated amount cannot be used as 
a credit nor is it available in the 
form of cash until capital credits 
for the year 1989 are retired. In 
general, no capital credits can be 
retired until the cooperative has 
obtained enough capital to take 
care of all its needs. Capital credits 

are represented largely by invest¬ 
ments in poles, wire, transformers 
and other equipment required to 
provide service. 

Members may determine the 
approximate amount of their 
capital credit allocation for 1989 
by multiplying the total amount 
paid in electric bills for 1989 by 
a factor of .08855. 

If you wish to know your exact 
capital credit allocation for 1989, 
please submit a written request. To 
further explain, a capital credit plan 
is an arrangement under which: 

1. A cooperative and its members 
expressly agree that any payment 
by any patron over the cost of 
serving him is capital furnished 

by the patron to the cooperative. 
2. The cooperative credits such 

patronage capital on its books to 
the patrons, and 

3. Such capital credits will be 
retired when, in the opinion of 
the board of directors, such 
retirement will not impair the 
cooperative’s financial position. 

The capital credit plan provides 
for service at cost, for paying off 
REA and CFG loans, for acquiring 
complete local ownership of the 
cooperative system, for giving all 
patrons full credit for all payments 
in excess of cost, and for the even¬ 
tual repayment to the patrons of all 
capital furnished by them. 

Planned outages 
At times, during our construction 

work or our pole change-out work, 
we may have to “kill” or de-energize 
the lines in the areas we are 
working. 

We do this for the safety of our 
personnel. We try to plan our work 
to keep the lines dead for a mini¬ 
mum amount of time. We also try 
to notify anyone who has informed 
us that they are on a life support 
system or those who need to shut 
their computers or other sensitive 

equipment down. 
We know these planned outages 

are an inconvenience to you. But we 
also know the few minutes we 
spend on construction and main¬ 
tenance planned outages will save 
you outage time during a storm. We 
hope you will be understanding and 
considerate during these planned 
outages. We are only trying to 
make our system better and more 
dependable. 

Budget billing available 
A budget billing payment plan 

is available to residential con¬ 
sumers of Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative. 

Budget billing allows customers 
to pay a fixed amount for 11 
months of each year. In the 12th 
month, the customer’s billing will 
be adjusted to bring the account up 
to date. The budget amount each 
consumer pays will be based on the 
past 12 months history. 

To qualify for budget billing, a 
customer: 

1. must be a residential consumer 
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with a rate classification of 01 or 
03. 

2. must have been connected for at 
least one year. 

3. must have a good payment 
record with the cooperative. 

Customers wanting to change to 
budget billing will be allowed to do 
so in September of each year. 

If you are interested in chang¬ 
ing to budget billing, or if you 
have questions about budget bill¬ 
ing, please contact the office by 
August 20. Ask for the billing 
supervisor. 

1990 

On le Blink? 
You leave home at 8:00 

a.m. You return at 6:00 p.m. 
Your digital clock is blinking 
12:00. 

What happened? Most likely, 
a power fluctuation lasting a 
split second. Fluctuations of 
this kind affect equipment 
such as microwaves, digital 
clocks, VCRs and computers. 

The blinking does not 
signal a power outage or 
other trouble. It’s simply a 

symbol of our high-tech way 
of life. Before highly sensitive 

electronic appliances, you 
just couldn’t “see” the change 
in the flow of electricity 



New construction 
Construction and rebuilding of electric lines is 

a major part of providing dependable electric power. 
You may be interested in knowing that we are pro¬ 
ceeding with a work plan to build and rebuild electric 
lines in selected areas. The work plan calls for us 
to build new single-phase and three-phase lines, to 
convert single-phase lines to three-phase lines, to 
change to a larger wire size on existing lines, and 
to build additional three-phase lines to tie substations 
together. 

We have recently completed a new circuit out of the 
Unionville Substation that goes south and then west 
on the Unionville Road. This will improve line voltage 
in this area. We also rebuilt an existing three phase 
line from Enterprise School south toward Choate. 
We replaced all the poles and added larger wire. 
This line ties the Metropolis and Foreman Substations 
together. Tying substations together with large, three- 
phase lines allows us to use alternate feeds if we 
encounter trouble. For example, if a storm were 
to damage our Foreman substation and put it out 
of service, we would be able to use alternate feeds 
from our Metropolis and Karnak substations to tem¬ 
porarily serve most, if not all, of our members normally 
served by the Foreman substation. 

We presently have a contractor, Big D Electric of 
Eldorado, changing a single-phase line to a three-phase 
line in the Jonesboro area. This line goes from the 
Jonesboro substation on route 146 to Berryville and 
then to south of Jonesboro on route 127. This will allow 
us to tie our Mill Creek and Jonesboro substations 
together. We, at the same time, will construct a new 
three-phase line to the Anna-Jonesboro water filtering 
plant. This new three-phase line will serve as an alter¬ 
nate feed to the water filtering plant and to the Ware 
and Wolf Lake areas. 

Future plans call for another three-phase circuit 
going west out of the Jonesboro substation and the 
north on route 127 to the State Forest Preserve Road. 
This should improve our service in the Alto Pass 
area. We are also planning a three-phase line from 

A Big "D" Electric construction crew works on a 
three-phase conversion near the Anna-Jonesboro 
water filtering plant southwest of Jonesboro. 

Hillerman going west to south of Karnak on the Grand 
Chain-Joppa blacktop. This will give us another tie line 
between the Foreman and Karnak substations. 

All of this construction will make our Cooperative’s 
system more reliable and dependable. 

Maintenance is important, too 
Even though construction of lines is a major part of 

providing dependable electric power, maintenance is 
just as important. 

Beginning in 1985, your Cooperative has been doing 
extensive work changing out bad poles. We have been 
using our two construction crews, as well as an indepen¬ 
dent contractor, Oil Field Electric of West Frankfort, 
to change about 1,000 poles per year. Many of these 
bad poles were originally installed in the 1940s and 
1950s. 

Trees are a major source of outages in our area. We 

work two full-time forestry crews to try to keep up with 
the trimming. We recently purchased a hydro-axe, a 
large machine that will greatly help us with our right- 
of-way clearing. In addition, each summer we use aerial 
helicopter spraying in chosen areas. This summer, as 
reported in last month’s JAMUP, we will be spraying 
in the Union-Alexander-Pulaski county areas. 

Our pole change-out program and right-of-way 
clearing programs are necessary for us to provide 
you, our members, with dependable, reliable electric 
service. 
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Entrants sought for 1990 beauty pageant 
Eligible young ladies may enter the Miss Southern contest 

by completing and mailing the entry form on this page. Do not delay! 

RULES 
Entrant must be a member of a family who has an 

active membership currently receiving power from the 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. 

Entrant must be unmarried between the ages of 16 
and 22. 

Previous first-place winners are not eligible. 
Candidates will appear in formals and swimsuits 

(other than bikini). 
Cooperative does not bear the winner’s clothing 

expense. 

PRIZES 
First Prize: $100 cash, trophy, sash, and all-expense 

paid trip to Washington, D.C. 
Second Prize: $75 cash and gift. (In the event first 

place prize winner cannot go to Washington, the 
second prize winner has the opportunity). 

Third Prize: $50 cash and gift. 
Consolation Prize of $10 cash awarded to each entry. 
“Miss Congeniality” trophy awarded to contestant 

chosen by other entrants in competition. 

Entries will be judged as follows: Beauty: 25% 
Facial, 25% Figure; Poise: 10% Posture, 5% Grace; 
Personality: 15% Charm, 10% Grooming; Ability: 
5% Past Achievements, 5% Talent or Domestic 
Ability. 

Tami Wyatt 
Miss SIEC 1989 

r 
Beauty pageant entry form 

I agree to abide by the rules set forth herein and I herewith give my permission for the Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative to use my picture and name for any publicity purposes in connection with the 
contest. I understand that if I should win the contest and be unable to participate in cooperative 
activities, an alternate may be selected in the manner described. 

Name Phone 

Address    

Account No.  Age  Date of Birth ^ 
(obtain from billing book) 

Parents’ Name   

If living with other than parents give name and address of person you live with. 

I certify that this information is true to the best of my knowledge. Please accept my entry in the Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative Beauty Contest. 

Signed   
(Applicant) 
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1970 
capital 
credits 
returned 

The board of directors of 
Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive authorized the retirement of 
capital credits for 1970. This 
means that $50,238.97 of margins 
generated in 1970 will be refunded 
to members who received service 
during that year. 

Members of Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative receive electric 
service at cost. Any margins (profits) 
recorded in any one year are 
allocated back to the members in 
the form of capital credits. When 
financial conditions permit, the 
capital credits are refunded. Mem¬ 
bers who received service during 
1970 will receive their propor¬ 
tionate share of 1970 margins. 

The cooperative is returning cap¬ 
ital credits on a 20-year cycle; mar¬ 
gins earned in 1970 are returned in 
1990. The board and management 
of the cooperative hope that finan¬ 
cial conditions will allow them to 
continue returning capital credits 
on this 20-year cycle into the future. 

If you received service during 
1970, you will be receiving a refund 
check sometime this fall providing 
we have your current address. Many 
of you have been very helpful by 
locating and supplying us with 
addresses of past members or 
their relatives. If you have current 
address information on past mem¬ 
bers or their heirs, please contact 
Cathy Taylor at our office. You may 
call Cathy on our toll free number, 
which is 1-800-762-1400. 

iLum 

Miss Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 1990 

Tara Joy Yancey, 18, daughter of Roger and Kay Glasco of Anna, is the 
new “Miss Southern," crowned at the annual meeting of the cooperative 
members held at Shawnee Community College, Ullin, August 3. Tara 
is a 1990 graduate of Cobden High School and is a student at Southern 
Illinois University, Carbondale, where she plans to major in broadcasting 
communications and minor in business. She is the reigning Cobden Peach 
Queen and Union County Fair Queen. She is listed in the Who's Who 
Among American High School Students and is a member of the Society 
of Distinguished American High School Students and the National Honor 
Society. In high school her activities included varsity scholar bowl, press 
club editor, business manager of the yearbook, officer of the Southern 
Illinois Beta Club, math team, student olympiads, basketball, softball, 
varsity club, French Club and Pep Club. She is youth activity director 
and choir member in her church. As part of her prize. Miss Southern will 
accompany the Illinois essay winners in June 1991 on the “Youth to 
Washington" tour. 
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Beauty pageant judges, from left: Dorothy Chamness, 
Marion; Cheryl Patterson, "Miss Southern Illinois of 
1989," Marion; Richard Bortz, Vocational Education, 
SIU Carbondale; Art Aikman, Curriculum Instruction, 
SIU Carbondale. Dorothy Chamness is the franchise 
holder of the Miss Southern Illinois Scholarship 
pageant held each August in Marion. 

Mike Lowery of Metropolis won the grand prize, an 
RCA XL-100, 20-inch diagonal, stereo color television 
with stand furnished by SIEC. Jim Kaufman, SIEC 
office manager, made the presentation to Marla 
Lowery. 

Contestants from left: Yolanda Carter, 18-year-old daughter of Cora Carter, Unity; Nealy Michele Flamm, 
2nd runner-up, 18-year-old daughter of Larry and Kim Flamm, Cobden, and Toni and Kent Shoemaker, Ohio; 
April Michelle Ballance, 1st runner-up, 16-year-old daughter of Dennis Ballance and Phyllis Myers, Wolf Lake; 
Jennifer Rebecca Barnhill, 16-year-old daughter of Tom and Sandra Barnhill, Metropolis; Rebecca Darlene 
Mosley, 18-year-old daughter of John and Jeanette Kelly, Buncombe; Felicia Michelle Banks, 16-year-old 
daughter of Alma Banks, Tamms; Melanie Ladonn Korte, 18-year-old daughter of Marvin and Mary Korte, 
Belknap; Lori Ann Krueger, 17-year-old daughter of Gary and Rita Krueger, Metropolis; Janice Jennice Houston, 
17-year-old daughter of Robert and Debra Houston, Unity; Angie Rhodes, 17-year-old grandaughter of Clovis 
and Virgie Eudy, Jonesboro; "Miss Southern" Tara Joy Yancy, 18-year-old daughter of Roger and Kaye Glasco, 
Anna; Jennifer George, 18-year-old daughter of Preston and Virginia George, Grand Chain; "Miss Con¬ 
geniality," Mary Marie Steveson, 18-year-old daughter of Paul Steveson, Anna; Tammy Daniels, 16-year-old 
daughter of Curt and Evelyn Daniels, Anna; Kerri Ann Foster, 18-year-old daughter of Craig and Becky Foster, 
Dongola. 
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Howard Lovell of Thebes won the early bird prize, a five-inch General 
Electric Spacemaker color television and radio combination furnished by 
SIEC. Jim Kaufman, SIEC office manager, congratulated the winner. 

New billing books 
New billing books will be mailed 

in September for your October 1 
meter reading. If you have not 
received the book by October 1, 
please call your cooperative office 
at 827-3555 or 1-800-762-1400. 

Please Note: If you are on budget 
billing, you will not receive a book. 

No rate 
increase 

At the annual meeting of 
SIEC members August 3, presi¬ 
dent Richard Moss announced 
that there would be no rate 
increase this fall. There has not 
been an increase in rates since 
September 1, 1983. 

First runner-up April Michelle 
Ballance, 16, daughter of Dennis 
Ballance and Phyliss Myers, Wolf 
Lake. April is a senior at Shawnee 
High School and plans to attend 
Southeast Missouri State Univer¬ 
sity and pursue a degree in ra¬ 
diology. Her school activities 
include FHA officer, student coun¬ 
cil officer, yearbook staff officer, 
class officer, marching and concert 
band, softball, basketball, and pep 
club. Her hobbies are sewing, 
archery and water skiing. She 
enjoys dancing and meeting new 
friends. 

Second runner-up Nealy Michele 
Flamm, 18, daughter of Larry and 
Kim Flamm, Cobden and Toni and 
Kent Shoemaker, Ohio. She at¬ 
tends John A. Logan and is ma¬ 
joring in childcare. While a student 
at Cobden High School she was 
active in press club. Beta club, pep 
club and was editor of the school 
newspaper and class officer. Her 
hobbies are horseback riding, 
skiing and three-wheeling. She 
enjoys dancing, being outdoors, 
and spending time with her pet 
Chelsie. 

Fellow contestants in the contest 
selected Mary Marie Steveson, 18, 
daughter of Paul Steveson, Anna, 
as Miss Congeniality. Mary is a 
senior at Anna-Jonesboro Com¬ 
munity High School and plans to 
attend John A. Logan College. Her 
high school activities include Key 
Club, French Club, track, volley¬ 
ball, Students Against Drunk 
Driving officer, and Future Busi¬ 
ness Leaders of America. She 
enjoys playing softball on the 
womens' league and her job. 
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Abandoned property and 1989-90 uncashed checks 
Abandoned property 

The abandoned property list 
as of June 30, 1983, includes the 
following names with their last 
known address. Refund checks 
issued to these members were 
returned because of no forwarding 
address. 

Otis Kelley, Villa Ridge 
Jim Lindsey, Cairo 
Leotha Rhodes, Pulaski 
Quillie Bell, Villa Ridge 
Russell Kelley, Mounds 
Todd Hudson, Oglesby 
Matt Burges, Carbondale 
Mike Nelson, Belknap 
George Campbell, Metropolis 
Jerry Whelan, Karnak 
James Womack, Karnak 
H.C. Calvin, Olmsted 
Raymond Manley, Karnak 
Eastman Foster, Olive Branch 
William Buckner, Cobden 
William Ware, Cobden 
Richard Simners, McClure 
George Beans, Ullin 

Roger Gray, Carbondale 
Carolyn Palmer, Thebes 
Elmer Nolan Smith, Cobden 

1989-1990 uncashed checks 
Checks issued to the following 

were returned because of no for¬ 
warding address. 
Gary R. Williams, Route 1, 

Metropolis, IL 62960 
Dora J. Staton, 2547 Monroe St., 

Puducah, KY 42001 
William D. Clemons, Apt. 23E 

Rowe St., Roodhouse, IL 62982 
Danny K. Jones, Route 1, 

Brookport, IL 62910 
Pedro De La Cruz, Route 3, 

Cobden, IL 62920 
William Katris, Route 1 Box 90, 

Jonesboro, IL 62952 
Dorothy Davis, Route 1 Box 151, 

Anna, IL 62906 
Edward Leggans, Route 1 Box 124, 

Cobden, IL 62920 
Charlotte Demery, Route 2 

Box 44B, Dongola, IL 62926 

Paul Schultz, General Delivery, 
Mill Creek, IL 62961 

Donald R. Daniel, P.O. Box 521, 
Jonesboro, IL 62952 

John L. Farris, Olmsted, IL 62970 
Luella M. Watkins, Route 3 Box 33, 

Carbondale, IL 62901 
Ina Farris, Route 1 Box 103, Thebes, 

IL 62990 
Lisa L. Shipley, General Delivery, 

Wolf Lake, IL 62998 
Robert J. Reeves, Route 1 Box 509, 

Carbondale, IL 62901 
Deidra McHaney, Route 1 Box 501, 

Metropolis, IL 62960 
Robert E. Heal, 206 Cleveland St., 

Piqua, OH 45356 
Bessie C. Thompson, Route 1 

Box 208, Villa Ridge, IL 62996 
James E. Dick, P.O. Box 323, 

Vienna, IL 62995 
Robert Wayne Davis, Route 2, 

Calvert City, KY 42029 

President Richard Moss presented a 25-year service President Richard Moss presented a 25-year service 
award to Barbara Keller, Dongola, SIEC billing clerk, award to Betty Reynolds, Pulaski, SIEC cashier. 
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Don Martin 

Pole top rescue 
exercises at SI EC 

SIEC maintains the expertise of its employees 
through a systematic series of training programs. 
During monthly sessions, linemen review work pro¬ 
cedures and equipment operation, as well as first aid 
and rescue techniques. Practice is conducted on poles 
and unenergized lines in the cooperative’s pole yard 
behind the main office building. 

Recently employees used a manikin to practice “pole- 
top rescue,” a method of lowering an injured lineman 
from the top of a utility pole. The rescuer had to climb 
the pole, create a rope harness and lower the manikin 
to the ground in less than four minutes. 

Safety instructor James Nevel of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives reviewed the precise steps 
of rescue with the attending linemen. Following the 
demonstrations, each lineman then attempted to per¬ 
form the rescue in the allotted time. 

Lineman Don Martin took his turn, lowering the 
130-pound manikin to the ground. Later, lineman Tom 
Keller, with the pole crossarm removed, used his 
handline to tie the proper knots to create a harness 
around the chest and leg of the manikin. Several 
employees were able to complete the rescue in approxi¬ 
mately two minutes. 

Employees attend classes and workshops tailored to 
the many skills demanded for your cooperative’s sue 

Tom Keller 

cessful operation. Workshops cover a broad range of 
topics—power line repair and line safety, office com¬ 
puter training, secretarial skills, accident investigation 
and cardiopulmonary resuscitation are just a few. 
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Area phone outage information 

Whom to call—numbers to call- 

and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday 

Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 

1-800-762 1400 

or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:Q0 p.m., Saturday 

Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during 

regular office hours. This is Monday 

through Friday between the hours of 

8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

Call Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 

or Ken Corzine 827-4202 Dongola 

or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 

or ’Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 

or ’Robin Ramage 524-3516 Metropolis 

*Please note that Perry Dailey and Robin 

Damage are utility servicemen. Once 

outages start, they will be out working 

and there might not be anyone at home 

to answer their phone. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

618/827-3555 P.0. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Larry Lovell 

Manager and Executive Vice President 

President Milo Thurston Pulaski County 

Vice pres. George R. Inman Pulaski County 

Sec.-treas. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 

Lawrence Wilke Massac County 

Guy Casper Johnson County 

Bob J. Dry Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss 

Ronald E. Osman, 

Attorney 

Alexander County 

Jamup 

Editor Carol L. Duty 

4-H members listen carefully to Ron Medlin as he explains proper 
electrical wiring techniques. 

SIEC cares about 
today's youth 

Ron Medlin, SIEC member ser¬ 
vices director, worked in conjunc¬ 
tion with the Illinois Farm Elec¬ 
trification Council and the College 
of Agriculture, University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign, as a volun¬ 
teer instructor at the Illinois State 
4-H Conference, June 20 and 21. 

The Illinois State 4-H Conference 
is an annual event which takes 
place on the University of Illinois 
campus at Urbana-Champaign. 
Approximately 500 youngsters 
from 4-H organizations throughout 
the state assemble for four full 
days of educational workshops 

and recreational activities. 
During the hands-on electrical 

workshop the student learns correct 
methods for wiring electrical 
receptacles and light switches, 
including three-way and four-way 
switch applications. 

Ron works as a volunteer instruc¬ 
tor of electrical techniques at youth 
fairs and 4-H conferences many 
times during the year. Involvement 
in the education of today’s youth is 
just another way the Cooperative 
shows we care about the com¬ 
munities we serve. 

Coming up— 
More electrical usage!! 

Winter’s coming, and with it large 
kwh usage, and bigger electric bills! 

You’re the one using the power, 
but do your really know where it 
was used! Electricity is used for so 
many things each day we often take 
it for granted—we’re not conscious 
of how the usage adds up. 

If your home is heated with 
electricity, obviously the winter 
months will see an increase in 
usage. But, beyond heating, any 
number of seasonal factors could be 
the cause of increased winter usage: 

1. Greater usage of lights because 
of shorter daylight hours; 

2. Space heaters in home and other 
buildings; 

3. Livestock tank heaters; 
4. Electric blankets and heating 

pads; 
5. Increased use of clothes dryers; 
6. Increased cooking and baking 

because of the holidays; 
7. Holiday decorative lighting; 
8. More time spent inside can mean 

a greater use of all appliances. 
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Modern farming requires 
modern farm safety 

Electricity has played a major role in the astounding 
progress of American farming ... helping make Illinois 
and the nation the leading exporters in agricultural 
commodities. But electric power lines present serious 
potential hazards to farmers who don’t exercise care 
when working with tractors, combines, balers, augers 
and other large equipment. 

Watch out for overhead power lines when you are 
driving or towing farm equipment. If you have young 
farm hands who are responsible enough to operate 
farm equipment, impress upon them the importance 
of carefully surveying a work area or travel route to 
ensure that power lines are well out of the reach of any 
equipment. 

Keep in mind other basic safety measures as well dur¬ 
ing harvesting operations: Check out your equipment 
before you use it. Make sure your helpers are familiar 
with the equipment they use. 

Shut off power before unclogging or fixing a machine. Wear appropriate equipment. One careless 
moment can cause a tragic accident. Don’t let tragedy strike your farm. Make this a safe harvest ... for 
you and your neighbors. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Dongola, Illinois 

Jonesboro Elementary School receives NRECA/NREA mini-grant 
Editor's note: Late this spring, SIEC 

provided information to all area schools 
regarding electric cooperative mini¬ 
grants. Jonesboro Community Con¬ 
solidated School was one of four schools 
nationwide to receive one of these grants. 
The following is a news release from 

the school regarding its mini-grant 
application. 

The National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association/National 
Rural Education Association re¬ 
cently awarded four mini-grants to 
teachers nationwide to provide 
rural classroom teachers with addi¬ 
tional resources and to build com¬ 

munication between rural schools 
and local cooperatives. 

Patricia Buckner, elementary 
language arts teacher and guidance 
counselor in the Jonesboro Com¬ 
munity Consolidated School No. 43, 
recently received notification as 
being one of the four projects 
nationwide to receive funding. 

This classroom-based project 
features sixth-grade students’ inves¬ 
tigation of the science of energy by 
the design and implementation of 
a research tool to investigate the 
40-year-old school’s heat loss from 
its windows and the completion 
of a research paper or essay con¬ 

cerning the project. A related field 
trip to the local electric cooperative 
will extend students’ learning and 
interest. 

The students’ research papers 
and essay will be judged, and win¬ 
ners and runners-up will receive 
savings bonds. 

An article describing the project 
will be published in County 
Teacher, a journal of ideas and 
resources for rural teachers. What 
students in Southern Illinois are 
doing to investigate the science of 
energy will be shared with other 
rural teachers throughout the 
nation. 
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1990 door prizes 
Annual meeting August 3, 1990 

PRIZE DONOR PRIZE DONOR 

Early Bird 
Toastmaster 2-slice toaster 
Charles Inman, Grand Chain 

$20 worth of dry cleaning 
M.E. Church, Karnak 

Westclox electric clock 
Leonard Martin, Metropolis 

Presto Liddle Griddle 
Richard O. Laster, Jonesboro 

5-in. G.E. Spacemaker color TV/radio 
Howard Lovell, Thebes 

Oil Field Elec. Co. 
West Frankfort 

Jo-An Laundry 
Anna 

Electric Lab. & Sales 
Mattoon 

Gary’s R.O.W. Service 
Poteet, Texas 

S.I.E.C. 

Hamilton Beach 10-speed blender 
Garold Blanchard, Grand Chain 

3 pkgs. biodegradable garbage bags 
Walter Raby, Tamms 

1-year subscription Southern Illinois Outdoors 
Richard Laster, Jonesboro 

Service. Mate Wrench Set 
Delbert Steele, Dongola 

Norelco 4-cup coffee maker 
George Helman, Villa Ridge 

G.E. AM/FM digital clock radio 
Lester Korte, Belknap 

Oil Field Electric 
West Frankfort 

Fruit Belt Service Co. 
Vienna 

Gazette Democrat 
Anna 

Jim Wilson Company 
Cape Girardeau, MO 

Drake Scruggs Equip. 
Springfield 

Oil Field Electric 
West Frankfort 

First Alert fire extinguisher 
Van Hileman, Dongola 

Oil Field Electric 
West Frankfort 

Counselor bathroom scale 
Tressie Baccus, Karnak 

Gary’s R.O.W. Service 
Poteet, TX 

Presto Fry Daddy 
W.R. Stokes, Pulaski 

Stanley Consultants 
Muscatine, IA 

West Bend Food Processor 
Hazel Mae Davis, Dongola 

Big D Electric Co. 
Eldorado 

1 year subscription 
Larry Douglas, Belknap 

Cairo Citizen 
Cairo 

20" mechanic’s box 
Wilson Kruger, Metropolis 

Oil Field Electric 
West Frankfort 

Emerson AM/FM portable radio 
Clyde Douglas, Karnak 

Oil Field Electric 
West Frankfort 

Chloride Emergency Floor-Lite 
Henry Schnaare, Karnak 

Schott Electrical Distr. 
Cape Girardeau, MO 

Black & Decker electric knife 
Artie Eddleman, Dongola 

Big D Electric Co. 
Eldorado 

1-year subscription 
Kevin Smith, Karnak 

Dongola Tri-County Record 
Dongola 

Gift certificate catalog 
Derril & Geneene Bremer, Brookport 

Altec Industries 
Indianapolis, IN 

Cordless power screw driver 
Stephen Eller, Karnak 

U.S. Pole & Supply 
Atlanta, GA 

Potted plant 
Perry S. Miller, Metropolis 

Fisher’s Florist 
Dongola 

Rival 3'A qt. crockpot 
Henry Sundmacker, Jr., Brookport 

Oil Field Electric 
West Frankfort 

Igloo 54 quart cooler 
George Bodie, Mounds 

Brownstown Electric 
Brownstown, IN 

G.E. electric bright stick 
Steve Anderson, Karnak 

Big D Electric Co. 
Eldorado 

Black & Decker 3/8-in. cordless drill 
Bethel Church of Christ, Grand Chain 

Oil Field Electric 
West Frankfort 

Black & Decker car vac 
Audy Eddleman, Grand Chain 

T&R Service 
Colman, SD 

12-in. desk fan 
Warren Wiseman, Metropolis 

Fletcher-Reinhardt Co. 
Maryland Heights, MO 

Shop Vac wet/dry vacuum 
George Shelton, Jr., Brookport 

Oil Field Electric 
West Frankfort 

1975 U.S. Marine Corps medallion 
Helen Douglas, Karnak 

Henry A. Peter Supply 
Paducah, KY 

West Bend 12-in. electric skillet 
Coy Davis, Dongola 

United Utility Supply 
Louisville, KY 

Desk folder portfolio 
Ruth Hanle, Karnak 

Ray-O-Vac lantern 
George McCommons, Dongola 

Stiles Office Supplies 
Carbondale 

Guy Gray Supply 
Paducah, KY 

Grand prize winner 
RCA XL-100 20-inch diagonal color TV 

Mike Lowery, Metropolis SIEC 

October is Co-op Month 

COOPERATIVES 
BUILDING YOUR COMMUNITY 

Office closings 
The cooperative office will be closed 

Monday, November 12 to honor those 
Americans who have served their 
country in the defense of our freedom, 
and Thursday and Friday, November 22 
and 23, in observance of Thanksgiving. 
We at SIEC wish you and yours pleasant 
holidays. 
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Whose rates are lower? 
Although Southern Illinois Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative (SIEC) and Central 
Illinois Public Service (CIPS) both 
distribute electricity and appear to 
be the same, their philosophies and 
goals are vastly different. The goal 
of CIPS, or any investor-owned 
utility, is profit oriented; they want 
to make as much money as they can 
for their stockholders. SIEC’s goal 
is to provide electricity to its 
member-owners at cost. Any profits 
or margins generated by SIEC are 
redistributed to members in the 
form of capital credits. SIEC’s 
profits are returned to the users, 
not to investors who may live hun¬ 
dreds of miles away. 

SIEC and CIPS do not really com¬ 
pete against each other. < In the 
1960’s, management of the two 
entities worked out a territorial ser¬ 
vice agreement under the Electric 
Suppliers Act. Service areas were 
agreed upon and drawn out on 
maps. Basically, SIEC serves the 
rural areas while CIPS serves the 
cities and towns. The territorial ser¬ 
vice agreement has worked well and 
prevents duplication of service. 

Even though we don’t compete, 
employees and directors of 
Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive are sometimes asked why SIEC’s 
rates are higher than CIPS’s rates. 
Actually, SIEC’s rates may be lower 
than CIPS’s. Whose rates are lower 
really depends upon how much you 
use and in what months you have 
the most usage. 

Determining rates is complex and 
requires a detailed analysis of the 
total utility plant in service and of 
projected expenses. This analysis is 
called a Cost of Service Study. 
SIEC’s Cost of Service Study is bas¬ 
ed on the following objectives: 

1. To provide enough revenue to 
pay for operating expenses, 

2. To provide margins which will, 
in the long run, allow the 
cooperative to provide service to its 
members at the lowest possible cost, 

3. To assign costs to members 
based on the costs they create, and, 

4. To design rates that reflect the 
costs involved to serve its members, 
as closely as possible. 

Investor-owned utilities and SIEC 
not only differ in philosophies, they 

also differ in make-up of utility 
plant. Because investor-owned 
utilities such as CIPS serve mostly 
cities and towns, they have approx¬ 
imately 40 meters per mile of line. 
SIEC, which is mostly rural, has 4.8 
meters per mile of line. Usually, on 
SIEC’s lines, a transformer serves 
only one member. In an investor- 
owned utility’s territory, one 
transformer may serve five to 10 
customers. As you can readily see, 
SIEC’s dollar investment in distribu¬ 
tion utility plant per meter served 
is far greater than investor-owned 
utilities. 

Because the investment per meter 
is much higher, it is amazing that 
SIEC’s rates can compare to CIPS’s 
rates. But as the graphs of residen¬ 
tial rates on page 12c depict, SIEC’s 
rates are not only comparable to 
CIPS’s, but, at certain kilowatt-hour 
usage levels, are cheaper. You may 
also be interested in knowing that 
SIEC’s rates are also lower than 
most electric cooperatives in the 
State of Illinois. 

See charts on page 12c 

Helpful tips for energy savers 
Weather protection 

Test your windows and doors for air-tightness. Move 
a lighted candle around the frames and sashes of your 
windows. If the flame dances around, you need caulk¬ 
ing and/or weatherstripping. 
is Save on heating 

If you use electric furnace heating, consider a heat 
pump system. The heat pump uses thermal energy 
from outside air for both heating and cooling. Costs 
for heat pumps run from about $2,000 for a whole- 
house unit to about $425 for room size. But they can 
cut your use of electricity for heating by 20 to 40 per¬ 

cent and also might provide some savings in cooling 
costs. 

Water heater savings 
Check the temperature on your water heater. Most 

water heaters are set for 140 degrees F or higher, but 
you may not need water that hot unless you have a 
dishwasher. A setting of 120 degrees F can provide ade¬ 
quate hot water for most families. If you reduce the 
temperature from 140 degrees F to 120 degrees F, you 
could save more than 18 percent of the energy used 
at the higher setting. Even reducing the setting 10 

(Continued on page 12c) 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

6181827-3555 P.O. Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Milo Thurston Pulaski County 
Vice pres. George R. Inman Pulaski County 
Sec.treas. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 
Lawrence Wilke Massac County 
Guy Casper Johnson County 
Bob J. Dry Union County 
Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
Richard D. Moss Alexander County 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Attorney Ronald E. Osman 
Editor Carol L. Duty 

Area phone outage information 

Whom to call—numbers to call- 
and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.4:00 pjn., Monday through Friday 

Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 
1-800-762-1400 

or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 

Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during 
regular office hours. This is Monday 
through Friday between the hours of 
8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

Call Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 
or Ken Corzine 827-4202 Dongola 
or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 
or *Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 
or *Robin Ramage 524-3516 Metropolis 

*Please note that Perry Dailey and Robin 
Ramage are utility servicemen. Once 
outages start, they will be out working 
and there might not be anyone at home 
to answer their phone. 

Meet your SIEC employees 

Cindy L. Aden 

Cindy L. Aden, Dongola, 
began work August 20 in the 
position of clerk. Cindy is a 
Dongola native and a graduate of 
Dongola Unit School. Since high 
school, she has earned a two-year 
degree from Shawnee Commun¬ 
ity College. At the time of her 
employment she was a secretary 
at the Dongola Grade School. 

Cindy met her husband, 
Shaun, during high school. They 
have two children: Jessica Lynn, 
age 8, and Shea Micle, age 5. 

Cindy likes to bake cakes and 
pastries and putter in the yard; 
however, she spends a major por¬ 
tion of her time participating in 
the children’s activities and work¬ 
ing as church youth leader. 

Steven C. Hoffman 

Steven Hoffman, Dongola, was 
employed as janitor August 28. 
He was born in California, 
moved to Dongola in 1974, and 
graduated from Dongola Unit 
School. He spent some time 
working as an automotive 
mechanic but for the last several 
years has been project foreman 
at a local construction company. 

Steve married his high school 
sweetheart, the former Meachelle 
Mosley. The couple have three 
children: Eric Lee, age 10; Erin 
Marie, age 8; and Curtis Ross, age 
3. Steve and Meachelle both 
enjoy racquetball and Steve has 
collected several trophies from 
local and regional competition. 

Steve also is an officer in the 
local youth softball league. 

Happy Thanksgiving 
The directors and employees of Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative wish you and yours a happy and 
pleasant Thanksgiving. 

The Cooperative office will be closed Thursday, 
November 22, and Friday, November 23, for the Thanks¬ 
giving holidays. 
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Monthly Residential Rates 
500 kwh/month 

Monthly Residential Rates 
1,000 kwh/month 

SIEC CIPS Summer CIPS Winter SIEC CIPS Summer CIPS Winter 

Monthly Residential Rates Monthly Residential Rates 
3,000 kwh/month 5,000 kwh/month 

SIEC CIPS Summer CIPS Winter SIEC CIPS Summer CIPS Winter 

For four months out of each year, CIPS charges approximately 25 percent more for residential rates than 
they charge during the winter. Thus, they have a summer rate and a winter rate. SIEC's rate is the same 
year around. (Data compiled from the Illinois Electric Cooperative Residential Rate Comparisons, June 1990, 
Volume 19) 

(Continued from page 12a) 
degrees will save more than 6 percent in water-heating 
energy. 
^ Cook efficiently 

Never boil water in an open pan. Water will come 
to a boil faster and use less energy in a kettle or covered 
pan. 
is Light right 

Always turn three-way bulbs down to the lowest 
lighting level when watching television. You’ll reduce 
the glare and use less energy. 
is Ordering ‘Tips’ 

Tips for Energy Savers is a 30-page booklet contain¬ 
ing more than 150 ideas for saving energy and money 
in your car, home, and office, as well as suggestions for 
buying more efficient appliances. Published by the U.S. 
Department of Energy, copies of Tips may be obtained 
by phoning DOE’s Conservation and Renewable 
Energy Inquiry and Referral Service toll free at 
1-800-523-2929, or by writing CAREIRS at P.O. Box 
8900, Silver Spring, Md. 20907. 
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Satellite TV services available 
to members of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Call toll-free 1-800-44RURAL (447-8725) 

HAMILTON COUNTY TELEPHONE CO-OP 

HIGHWAY 142 EAST DAHLGREN. IL 62828 

TELEPHONE 736-221 1/643-51 10 

1-800-44RURAL 

BASIC SERVICES 
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Arts & Entertainment 

CNN 

CMT 
Discovery 

ESPN 
Family Chnl. 

Headline News 

TNN 

USA 
WON 

TBS 
Learning Chnl. 

Lifetime 
Nickelodeon 

Nostalgia Chnl. 
KTVT 
WPIX 

Travel Chnl. 

Weather Chnl. 

Prime Network 

Prime Time 24 

Skyline Silver 

F3- 
G3- 

F2-02/F2 

G1-15/S3 

Gl-12 
Gl-07 

Gl-13 
Gl-22 

Gl-09 

Gl-11 

Gl-08 
Gl-02 

Gl-21 

Gl-03 
Gl-18 
F3-02 

17/G3-20 
19/G3-22 

F4-21 

S3-05 

S3-09 

F3-16 

G3-13 

S2-19 

:04/F2-12 

-03/S3-15 

Basic with NETLINK $16.65 

Expanded with NETLINK $22.65 

Any package without ESPN $1.00 Less 

PREMIUM SERVICES 

PT24 WABC - New York F2-04 

$3.95 WBBM - Chicago F2-02 

WXIA - Atlanta F2-12 

SKYLINE KTLA - Los Angeles S3-15 
$3.00 WSBK - Boston S3-03 

WW0R-New York Gl-15 

NETLINK KCNC - Denver FI-04 
$5.95 KMGH - Denver Fl-06 

KRMA - Denver Fl-12 

KUSA - Denver Fl-02 
KWGN - Denver Fl-14 

HB0 East Gl-23 
$7.95 West F3-13 

CINEMAX East Gl-19 
$7.95 West F3-23 

DISNEY East Gl-04 

$7.95 West Gl-24 

SPC Starion Premier 

$6.95 Cinema S3-19 

SSN Home Team Sports, HSE, MSG 

$7.95 Midwest Sports, Prime Network, 

Pass, Prime Sports NW, Prime 

Ticket, PSN - Midwest - Rocky 

Mountain - Utah, Sunshine Net. 

Any Two of HB0, Cinemax or Disney 

$14.95 or Get All 3 For Only $20.95 
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Electric cooperatives are different 
Even though all electric utilities face common problems—and often arrive at the same, or similar, solutions 

to those problems—there are still major differences between electric cooperatives and investor-owned utilities. 
Illinois electric distribution cooperatives are mostly rural, while investor-owned utilities serve cities and 

urban areas. Illinois electric cooperatives serve only 5 percent of the state’s consumers, receive only 4 
percent of the state’s electric revenues, yet maintain 32 percent of the state’s total miles of electric 
distribution lines. From the illustration below, you can also see major differences in consumers 
per mile of line and in revenue per mile of line. 

But these are not the only differences between cooperatives and investor-owned utilities. 
Investor-owned utilities are profit oriented; their goal is to make money for their in¬ 
vestors. The goals of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, and of all Illinois electric 
cooperatives, can be summarized in the following six principles: 
1. Democratic control, expressed on the basis of one member, one vote. 

Open membership, indicating that cooperative membership should be 
open to those who have reasonable use for the service offered, and 
must never be denied on the grounds of race, religion, sex or 
national origin. 

3. Limited return on investment, eliminating the likelihood of 
speculation in cooperative stock. And emphasizing service 
rather than profit. 
Return of margins to member-owners in proportion 
to their use of the cooperative’s services. 
Continuing education, recognizing that coop¬ 
erative owners will not value and support 
something they do not understand. 

6. Cooperation among cooperatives to 
stimulate mutual support among the 
various kinds of user-owned 
organizations sharing the coop¬ 
erative purpose. 

So, when you think of 
electric utilities, 
remember ... There 
is a difference! 

Consumers 
Per Mile of Line 

Distribution 
Cooperatives 

4 

1 n vestor-O wned 
Utilities 

37 

Revenue 
Per Mile of Line 

Distribution 
Cooperatives 

$5,369 

1 n vestor-0 wned 
Utilities 

$65,415 

Consumers per Mile of Line 
Low consumer density means high investment per consumer served by an electric distribution 
system. This is a built-in handicap which electric cooperatives have had to overcome as they 
seek to achieve rate parity between their members and the customers of investor-owned utilities. 

Revenue per Mile of Line 
With about 9 times the consumer density, investor-owned utilities receive approximately 12 
times the revenue per mile received by electric cooperatives. 

Despite these handicaps. Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative's rates have remained com¬ 
petitive. In fact, SIEC's members enjoy some of the lowest electric rates in the state. 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

618/827 3555 P.0. Box 100 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 
President Milo Thurston Pulaski County 

Vice pres. George R. Inman Pulaski County 

Sec.-treas. David L. Martin Massac County 

Glenn Tripp Union County 

Lawrence Wilke Massac County 

Guy Casper Johnson County 

Bob J. Dry Union County 

Raymond C. Snell Alexander County 
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Manager Larry Lovell 
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Area phone outage information 

Whom to call-numbers to call- 
and schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday 

Call toll-free (from inside Illinois) 
1-800 762-1400 

or Call Dongola office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 

Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during 
regular office hours. This is Monday 
through Friday between the hours of 
8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

Call Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 
or Ken Corzine 827-4202 Dongola 
or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 
or ‘Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 
or ‘Robin Ramage 524-3516 Metropolis 

*Please note that Perry Dailey and Robin 
Ramage are utility servicemen. Once 
outages start, they will be out working 
and there might not be anyone at home 
to answer their phone. 
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Jonesboro substation gets new bay 
Improvements were completed at SIEC’s Jonesboro Substation the first 

week of November. The Jonesboro sub serves the areas of Cobden, Alto 
Pass, Ware, Wolf Lake, north of Anna, and south of Grand Tower. 

The original portion of the substation was rewired with heavier interior 
wire and connectors were replaced to carry today’s heavier loads. A bay 
was added out of the west side of the substation to allow the Cooperative 
to build an additional feeder line. The new feeder line, which is scheduled 
to be built next fall, will serve the sawmill and north on Illinois route 127 
toward Alto Pass. 

At present, one feed serves both west toward Ware and Wolf Lake and 
north on Illinois Route 127. A fault between Ware and Jonesboro affects 
the entire area north on Illinois Route 127 and vice versa. With the addi¬ 
tion of the new feeder line, problems west of the Jonesboro Substation 
would no longer affect members to the north and problems to the north 
will no longer affect members to the west. 

Valentine Day ice storm awards 
Employees who worked at Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative in central 
Illinois during the February ice storm were recognized by manager Larry 
Lovell (right) during the November safety meeting. "Valentine Day" ice 
storm awards were presented to (from left) Roger Acuff, Larry Lingle, 
LaRue Parr and Larry Keller. The men received pins, decals and cer¬ 
tificates of commendation for their work as "Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Emergency Workers '90." 
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Joyce Churchill 

Joyce L. Churchill 
retires after 42 years 

Joyce L. Churchill, cooperative 
accountant, will retire January 2, 
1991, after 42 years of cooperative 
service. 

Joyce started work in August of 
1949- as clerk receptionist at an 
hourly rate of $.65. This rate 
remained in effect until January 1, 
1950, when the minimum wage 
increased to $.75. In 1953 she took 
over the bookkeeper/accountant 

responsibilities. As she closes the 
accounts for 1990 she will have com¬ 

pleted 37 years in that position. She 
stated, “I feel like my life is a part 
of the ledgers and journals filed in 
the vault for posterity.” 

In those early days, Joyce recalls 
the office consisted of, “George 
Endicott, manager, Tom Reeves, 
office manager, John Hartline, 
engineer, Russ Holcomb, line super¬ 
intendent, Linna Mae Eddleman 
and Maijune Corzine, billing clerks, 
Alta Mae Hinkle, bookkeeper and 
Roy Dale, warehouseman.” The 
office was in the metal warehouse 
at the rear of the headquarters 
property and used half of the 
warehouse space. For some time 
they worked without the comforts 
of indoor plumbing. The building 
was almost open air, baking the 
employees in the summer and 
freezing them to death in the 
winter. In the early days the co-op 
worked two seven-man construction 
crews from dawn to dusk, plus 
additional contractor crews, to 
build the co-op lines. There was a 
constant flow of line hardware and 
materials through the building. 

When she began employment, 
her prior work experience included 
the shoe factory and store clerk. She 
had completed a business course at 
Draughn’s Business College in 

Upgrade of cooperative lines 
Upgrading Cooperative lines has 

been a top priority for the past few 
years. Building new three phase line 
and replacing 40 to 50-year-old 
poles helps ensure continuity of ser¬ 
vice to Cooperative members. 

The Engineering Department 

regularly checks for bad and rotten 
poles throughout the system. Dur¬ 
ing 1989, Cooperative construction 
crews changed out 325 poles while 
contractor crews changed out 680. 
1990 year-to-date, Cooperative con¬ 
struction crews changed out 342 
poles and contractor crews changed 
out 500. 

A contracting crew with Oil Field 
Electric, West Frankfort, Illinois, is 
presently working on pole change- 
outs between Karnak and Mermet. 
The pole changeout program 

will continue as long as weather 
permits. 

Another contracting crew with 
Big “D” Construction, Eldorado, 
Illinois, is upgrading the single 
phase line to a three phase between 
Grand Chain and Hillerman along 
the Joppa-Grand Chain blacktop. 
This new upgraded line will tie the 
Forman Substation with the Karnak 
Substation and allow the Coopera¬ 
tive an alternate feed to the Karnak 
community. The estimated comple¬ 
tion date of this improvement is late 
December. 

The next planned three-phase 
upgrade in the system will be from 
Ullin Substation south toward 
Olmsted and Meridian School to 
make a loop feed in this area. The 
estimated start-up date is early 1991. 

Paducah. She was 23 and the twins, 
Carole and Cheryl were five-year- 
olds. She has another daughter, 
Donna, and one son, Keith. 

Joyce commented on changes at 
the cooperative during the past 42 
years, “The most dramatic occur¬ 
rence was the outside personnel 
voting to unionize; the most out¬ 
standing improvement was the tran¬ 
sition from manual recordkeeping 
to computers; the most noteworthy 
accomplishment was the long 
awaited financial ability to retire 
capital credits to the members; and 
the most appreciated development 
was the workplace becoming a 
friendlier place for women.” 

Joyce looks forward to visiting 
with her children and seven grand¬ 
children and traveling. Everyone at 
the co-op wishes Joyce a long and 
happy retirement but realizes that 
she will never retire from “work.” 

Robert Minor 

Robert L. Minor 
retires January 2 

Robert L. Minor, forestry fore¬ 
man, will retire January 2, 1991, 
after 30 years of service at the elec¬ 
tric cooperative. 

Bob worked as a groundman and 
on clearing crews before his full 
time employment in 1963 as a 
forestry apprentice. He became 
forestryman journeyman in 1964, 
and groundman-truck driver in 
1965. Since July 10, 1979, he has 
been classified as forestry foreman. 

Good luck and best wishes for a 
happy retirement. 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

P.O. Box 100 
Telephone: 827-3555 

Dongola, IL 
1-800-762-1400 
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Ask yourself . . . 

Why rely on a heating fuel that means 
fumes and flame in your home, a fuel 

whose supply is at the mercy of 
unstable foreign politics? 

Why not choose the safest, clean¬ 
est and most efficient heating 
source - ELECTRICITY. With 

no tank to fill, no flame in the 
house and no dependence on 
international conditions, elec¬ 

tricity is the reasonable option. 
Unlike gas, propane or fuel oil 

you won’t have to cope with sud¬ 
den price jumps and short supplies 

as winter hits its frosty peak. 

If you’re building a new home or 
remodeling your existing home, 

ask yourself about the electric 
advantage, then ask your elec¬ 

tric cooperative for details. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
Office closing notice 

The SIEC office will be closed Tuesday, December 25, to celebrate Christmas, 
and Tuesday, January 1, to celebrate New Year’s Day. 
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