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Change in management 
Walter V. Truitt, Jr., general The board of trustees are ac- cooperative will be guided by the 

manager of SEIEC for the past five cepting applications for the mana- department managers. Please 
years, resignedjanuary 7, 1990, and ger’s position until February 19, give them your cooperation and 
has taken a position as general 1990. assistance, 
manager of Aiken Electric Coopera- During the time that the position 
tive in Aiken, South Carolina. of general manager is vacant, the 
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Evan Pickard—'witchi 
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' for long-lost graves 
Some 40 years ago, Loyd Pickard 

was out and about the area trying 
to help his fellow man, and his son, 
Evan, is continuing the family 
tradition. 

Loyd was one of the early direc¬ 
tors of Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, and invested many an 
hour trying to keep the young 
business going. He spent 25 years 
on the board. 

Evan, who’s 73, is involved in a 
different line of endeavor, but to 
many, it may seem equally impor¬ 
tant. He “witches” for graves, to find 
lost cemeteries so many people 
today can pay respects to heretofore 
lost ancestors and others can better 
trace their families’ origins. 

Evan, who lives on the family 

At left, Evan works with a pair 
of dowsing rods. He notes that 
nothing fancy is required, but 
that these have file handles for 
convenience. Above, Evan, with 
Mary Rea Eubanks, also a member 
of the Franklin Area Genealogical 
Society, checks the inscription on 
a headstone. 

farm northwest of Akin, got in¬ 
terested in the pastime about 
five years ago after reading an 
article about Max Spurgeon, a 
Pinckneyville man who could find 
graves much the same way “water 
witchers” locate a prime well¬ 
drilling spot. 

“I called Mr. Spurgeon,” he 
says, “to see if I could go over 
and visit him and maybe learn grave 
witching. He told me it works best 
if you’re a half-wit, so I figured I 
could go ahead with it.” 

He went over to Pinckneyville to 
visit Spurgeon, who has since died, 
and learned to use a pair of metal 
rods to locate graves. On his first 
try, he found a patch of disturbed 
ground big enough to be a grave, 
and he was on his way. 

“The dowsing rods can be made 
from any kind of metal,” he says, 
“and it doesn’t have to be anything 
fancy. I’ve used baling wire, and my 
first set was made from welding rod. 
I make mine about a foot long, or 
maybe a foot and a half, and I make 
a 90-degree bend about four inches 
from the end, and that part goes 
down into a couple of file handles, 
which are loose enough to the rod 
will rotate freely. Actually, that’s 
more of a convenience than a 
necessity. Plain bent rods would 
work just as well. I hold them out in 
front of me, about four inches or so 
apart, and if they cross, that in¬ 
dicates disturbed ground.” 

At any rate, he was ready to get 
into another facet of genealogy, 
since he and his wife, Dorothy, have 
been piecing together their family 

tree since they got married in 1957. 
“We spent our honeymoon in Knob 
Prairie Cemetery, where my great- 
great grandparents are buried,” he 
says with a chuckle. 

A couple of years ago, he and 
Dorothy completed a listing of 

those buried in cemeteries in 
Eastern Township, and have since 
turned their attentions to ceme¬ 

teries in Benton Township. Other 
members of the local genealogical 
society in West Frankfort are 
helping in the project. 

In a time of community ceme¬ 
teries and careful record keeping, 
it’s difficult to realize that there may 
be any number of lost graves and 
even whole cemeteries, but that is 
exactly the case. 

A lot of old cemeteries were in 

use before towns and churches were 
organized, he notes, and families 
would bury their dead in family- 
owned plots that few others knew 
about. Expecting to live there 
“forever,” they made no great effort 
to publicize the location of their 
burial plots. As they gradually died 
off or drifted away, the plots fell 
into disuse and were forgotten. 

“You have to do a lot of talking,” 
says Evan, who used to farm and 
manage the drivers’ license facility 
at Benton, “because you need a 
place to start. We look at death 
records, family bibles, newspaper 
obituaries and so on, to find grave 
sites. Many times there are no tomb¬ 
stones,” he says. 

He notes that the genealogical 
society is always on the lookout for 
lost cemeteries, and that there may 
well be several in the area. “We’d 
like to encourage hunters or hikers 
to let us know if they happen onto 
an old cemetery, or even a place 
that looks like it might have once 
been a burial ground,” he says. 

In all, he had found about a 
dozen cemeteries with his dowsing 
rods and, somewhat surprisingly, 
one was on his own farm, which 
has been in the family for over a 
century. 

“There are people who think our 
work’s a waste of time,” he says, “but 
I think it’s important to know where 
you came from, and there may be 
somebody who’ll go back to an old 
grave we’ve found and pay their 
respects to relatives whose burial 
place had been forgotten.” 
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Coping with a winter outage 

s: 

1. DO NOT use an emergency 
heater that is not designed for use 
inside the home. 

2. DO NOT use a kerosene heater 
in a tight room without opening a 
window. 

3. DO NOT use a gas outside grill 
to cook food inside the home (Use 

it in the garage or outside.) 
4. DO NOT go in and out of 

doors. Conserve heat by keeping 
doors closed. 

5. DO NOT drain the water 
heater without turning off the 
breaker that controls the heater. 
Remember to make sure the water 

heater is completely full of water 
before turning back on. 

1. DO call the cooperative and 
tell them that your service is off. 
Have your location number to give 
to the dispatcher. 

2. DO move into a single room 
and close off the rest of the home. 

3. DO stay away from fallen wire. 
4. DO turn off the electricity to 

motor driven appliances until the 
service has been restored. 

5. DO turn the heat pump ther¬ 
mostat to the emergency heat posi¬ 
tion before the service is restored. 
This will give the crankcase heater 
time to warm up the oil in the 
crankcase, reducing the possibility 
of damage to the compressor when 
it comes back on. It is best to wait 
six to eight hours before allowing 
the compressor to come back on. 

6. DO have a battery-operated 
radio to keep up on weather reports 
and flashlights for lighting. 

7. DO report to the cooperative 
if you see a line broken or any 
damage to the line. 

8. DO be patient. 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the "OFF" position, 
check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears all right, retrip the breaker to the "ON" 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 
and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611. This number 
is monitored around the clock to accept your emergen- 
cyfoutage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 
location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 
information requested. 
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Woolard bill would benefit co-op members 
If a bill recently introduced into 

the Illinois General Assembly by 
Representative Larry Woolard 
(D-117, Carterville) becomes law, 
members of electric and telephone 
cooperatives throughout the state 
will see benefits as capital to their 
co-ops will be preserved and paper¬ 
work will be reduced. The bill, HB 
2936 is co-sponsored by Rep. Todd 
Sieben (R-73, Geneseo) and ap¬ 
proximately 30 other members of 
the legislature representing cooper¬ 
ative service areas. 

Electric and telephone co-ops are 
not-for-profit corporations, owned 
and controlled by members they 
serve, Woolard explained, and 
while they do not earn profits 
as such, it is customary to hold 
operating margins in reserve, to 
minimize the need to borrow 
money in the event of major 
damage to their systems. 

“The money is credited to the 
individual account of each mem¬ 
ber,” the legislator said, “and it is 
returned to them as soon as it is 
possible to do so.” Most co-ops in 
Illinois are working hard to return 
capital credits to their members as 
soon as possible after they paid 
them in, on a regular basis. 

Not surprisingly, after several 
years, some members will have left 
the co-ops, and even the state. Co¬ 
ops try diligently to locate them, in 
the belief that they’re entitled to the 
money. Unclaimed capital credits 

Rep. Larry Woolard 

are now turned over to the State’s 
Department of Financial Insti¬ 
tutions under provisions of the 
Illinois Uniform Disposition of 
Unclaimed Property Act. 

Woolard’s bill would change that 
practice and allow the cooperatives 
to retain the funds. 

“The state acts as a ‘custodian’ 
of abandoned property until the 
owners are located,” Woolard 
explained, “and co-ops, if permitted 
to perform this function, can do the 
job more effectively. They have 
been established in local rural com¬ 
munities for over half a century, 
and are well-known throughout 
their service area. Former members 
are more likely to contact the 
cooperative rather than the state 

when inquiring about capital 
credits.” 

Woolard noted that it is impor¬ 
tant to realize that capital credits 
are a unique form of property, 
unlike any other property subject to 
the Act. These funds represent a 
donation of capital by members of 
the cooperative, intended to be 
used for the benefit of the entire 
membership in assuring adequate 
and reliable electric or telephone 
service in rural areas in future 
years. 

“Although co-ops succeed in 
delivering capital credits refunds to 
over 95 percent of their members,” 
Woolard said, “some former mem¬ 
bers simply cannot be located. In 
that event, isn’t it more equitable to 
have the funds retained by the 
cooperative for their original pur¬ 
pose, rather than paid to the State?” 

Woolard stressed that no other 
property would be exempted by the 
bill. “Other forms of unclaimed 
property, such as deposits and over¬ 
payments by the members, would 
be subject to the Unclaimed Prop¬ 
erty Act, just as they are for other 
energy and telecommunications 
providers.” 

In his remarks announcing his 
intention to introduce his bill, 
Rep. Woolard noted that there is a 
national trend toward such legisla¬ 
tion in recent years, in those states 

that have electric and telephone co- 
(Continued on page I6d) 
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Susie Cox, David Rash and Gilbert Oetjen, the SEIEC employees who did their best to salvage a Christmas 
Day for Mrs. Asbell. 
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Employees help brighten Christmas Day 
Thanks to the alertness of two 

Southeastern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative employees, a woman who 
may well have died on Christmas 
Day was live to greet the new 
decade. A routine outage call 
turned into a dramatic life-or-death 
situation for Sheila Asbell, who 
lives near Karber’s Ridge, but the 
line crew put a happy ending on 
a potentially disastrous turn of 
events. 

But we’re getting ahead of 
ourselves. 

Sheila, an LPN, had been called 
in to her job as a respiratory tech¬ 
nician at Hardin County General 
hospital in Rosiclare. She was on 
her way home, driving north on 
Route 34. It was 6:45 p.m. and dark. 
The temperature was 17 degrees F. 

“I remember thinking that I was 
nearly to my turnoff,” she says, “and 
I was really looking forward to 
getting back to my husband, Kevin, 
and our kids, Destiny and Craig.” 

Destiny, 10, had received an elec¬ 
tronic game for Christmas and had 
been enjoying it thoroughly when 
Sheila was called away. Craig, who 
was 19 months old, was having a 
good time, too. Sheila was looking 
forward to being with the family as 
they enjoyed the rest of Christmas 
Day. 

Her coat was on the seat beside 
her, and the heater was going. It was 
snugly warm in the car. 

Suddenly, without warning, she 
was on a patch of ice, skidding out 
of control. A small tree loomed 
larger than life in her windshield. 
She remembers bracing for the 
impact. She hit the tree, then a 
power pole. 

She went into the windshield, 
breaking one tooth and chipping a 
few more. “All the others were 

loosened some,” she says. She went 
into the steering wheel with enough 
force to bend the bottom under. 
She didn’t know it at the time, but 
she received a fairly severe bruise 
on her left knee, and a deep punc¬ 
ture wound the size of a quarter to 
her right knee. She had scalp cuts, 
too. 

The car slid into a ditch, behind 
a small knoll, and came to rest on 
the passenger side, pointing south¬ 
ward. The brown car might well 
have been designed to blend into 
the embankment it came to rest on. 

Sheila learned later that the 
initial impact had split her car’s bat¬ 
tery wide open. There were no 
headlights and no horn to signal for 
help. There was no way to run the 
engine so the heater could keep her 
warm. She tried to open the doors 
above her—on the driver’s side. 
Bent metal held them fast. “I 
thought about climbing out a win¬ 
dow,” she says, “and I tried to roll 
one down. They wouldn’t budge. It 
probably didn’t matter anyway. I 
don’t think I could have made it up 
the bank to the road.” 

As she began to get cold, Sheila 
tried to put her coat on. She doesn’t 
remember succeeding, but since it 
was covered with blood she assumes 
she did. She does remember getting 
into the back seat area and curling 
up to keep warm, as best she could. 

Fortunately—as it turned out— 
when she hit the power pole, it 
knocked out the power in a nearby 
home. The people who were sud¬ 
denly without power called SEIEC 
to report an outage. Gilbert Oetjen, 
line foreman, and David Rash, 
apprentice lineman, were on call 
that day, too. They went to find the 
problem. As they drove along, they 
noticed skid marks, but couldn’t see 
a car. “Let’s see if there’s a car 
there,” Oetjen said, “just in case.” 

They pulled over, and Rash 
climbed down the bank to take a 
look. Sure enough, there was a 
badly battered car. He played his 
flashlight beam into the windshield, 
looking around the front seat area. 

“I couldn’t see anybody,” he says, 
“so I yelled up to Gilbert, There’s 
nobody here!’ Then a bloody face 
came up out of the back seat. We 
were glad we stopped.” 

The two started to open the doors 
to get her out. No luck. They finally 
removed the left rear wheel, and 
that enabled them to free the rear 
door. 

Then it was decision time. Oetjen 
and Rash held a quick conference. 
Both were trained in first aid, and 
both were concerned about moving 
an accident victim. They knew 
Sheila and that she was a nurse. 
They asked whether she had any 
broken bones, or if there was some 
reason they shouldn’t move her. She 
was emphatic. “I want out!” she said. 
That ended the discussion. They 
helped her out of the car as care¬ 
fully as they could. 

While this was going on, another 
SEIEC employee was about to 
involve herself in the drama. Susie 
Cox, an eight-year part-time worker 
who had just become a full-time 
employee, was driving with her hus¬ 
band, Carl. 

They could see flashlights in the 
darkness as they neared the scene. 
Susie commented to Carl that it 
looked like the ’coon hunters were 
out in force. Then they saw the 
yellow truck. 

They stopped and offered to 
help. Susie and Carl helped Rash up 
the bank. “I always keep a couple of 
blankets in my car during the 
winter,” Susie says, in case I get 
stuck. We wrapped my coat and 
both blankets around Sheila. The 
blood had already dried on her face 
and some of it had frozen. We 
thought she was probably already in 
shock, so we started to get her into 
our car.” 

Sheila protested. “I’ll get your car 
all bloody,” she said. 

No matter. With her bundled in 
blankets and the heater going, the 
Coxes headed into Hardin County 
General—the hospital Sheila had 
left just a short while before. 

She was later taken to Lourdes 
Hospital in Paducah after the punc¬ 
ture wound in her knee was dis¬ 
covered. “You could see clear in to 
the bone,” he says, “and Kevin 
wanted to get me to a bone doctor, 
just to be on the safe side.” 

Sheila is recovering nicely now, 
and a Christmas that may well have 
been tragic is just a fading memory, 
thanks to the alertness and compas¬ 
sion of the SEIEC employees. 
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Woolard 
(Continued from page 16a) 

ops, and that passage of his bill 
would not bring any kind of finan¬ 
cial strain to the State. 

“In the past five years,” he said, 
“about $30,000 a year has been 

delivered to the State from all co¬ 
ops, and the average per members 
was $12.78. This legislation would 
increase the opportunity for coop¬ 
eratives to deliver former members’ 
money that is due them, noted 
Woolard, and will also reduce the 

Life-support equipment 
Southeastern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative strives to maintain the 
best possible service to all of our 
members. Uninterrupted service 
would be a manager’s dream— 
never an outage call. In reality, 
though, there are many factors 
present in the environment that are 
working against that dream: wind, 
lightning, ice storms, faulty equip¬ 
ment, trees, animals, and vehicles 
are a few examples of things that 

come into contact with the line to 
cause outages. In addition, many of 
the maintenance jobs that our crews 
perform require the line to be 
de-energized. These are planned 
outages and are usually quite short. 
Nevertheless, if someone were 
dependent on life-support equip¬ 
ment that operates on electric 
power, the planned outage could be 
very serious. 

In this issue we are running a 

burden of unnecessary paperwork 
from the backs of the co-ops.” 

Woolard’s bill is strongly sup¬ 
ported by Southeastern, the As¬ 
sociation of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative, and all other Illinois electric 
and telephone cooperatives. 

clipout form to return to us if you 
are utilizing such equipment, as well 
as the steps to take in case of an 
outage. Your cooperative needs to 
know the names and locations of 
our members on life-support equip¬ 
ment, and we keep a registry of 
these on file in our office. We will 
make every effort to give priority to 
restore service on life support 
systems. 

Life-support registry 
If you or a member of your family depend on life-support equipment, please fill out the form below and mail to us. 

Name   Phone  

Address   Location number   

Type of support equipment   —— 

Days of use   Time of use   

Do you have an emergency standby generator to operate this equipment? 

Yes   No   

Mail the above form to: 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
P.O. Box 251, Eldorado, IL 62930 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the “OFF" position, 
check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears all right, retrip the breaker to the "ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 
and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611. This number 
is monitored around the clock to accept your emergen- 
cyfoutage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 
location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 
information requested. 
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Electricity and your health 
Scare headlines overlook uncertainties of recent studies 

They make eye-catching 
headlines: “Cancer-power line link 
cited in study.” “Radiation alert.” 
“Power lines and appliances—Are 
you at risk?” 

A recent article in a national 
women’s magazine advised readers 
to beware of power lines, computer 
terminals and electric blankets. 
Newspapers have reported on one 
health scientist’s findings showing 
“a statistically significant link be¬ 
tween cancer and human exposure 
to electromagnetic fields.” 

These should not be thought of 
as final statements on the issue, but 
rather as incomplete reports of 
ongoing research into the effects of 
electric and magnetic fields (EMF) 
on humans. 

Concerns about a link between 
power lines and illness, especially 
cancer, have been raised for more 
than a decade. It’s understandably 
an emotional issue because electri¬ 
city is so much a part of our lives. 

Since electricity was introduced 
into homes and businesses more 
than 100 years ago, the small risks 
it can pose are far outweighed by its 
benefits. 

The Electric Power Research In¬ 
stitute (EPRI) in Palo Alto, Cali¬ 
fornia, the not-for-profit research 
body of the U.S. electric utility 
industry, is conducting the world’s 

most extensive study on EMF 
exposure. 

Since 1973, EPRI has been a 
sponsor of EMF research, putting 
more than $25 million into scien¬ 
tific studies. The Institute is par¬ 
ticipating in 30 studies at a cost of 
approximately $6 million a year. 
Five electric utility systems and 
130,000 employees are involved. 
Results are expected in 1992. 
The latest thoughts on EMF 

First, some background: Electric 
and magnetic fields are invisible 
forces given off wherever electricity 
is conducted. The strength of these 
fields drops quickly as distance 
from the source increases. 

EMF sources— Most of us are 
exposed to EMF at all times, since 
electricity is such a familiar part of 
our routine. Sources include 
household wiring and water pipes, 
kitchen appliances, TVs, computers, 
electric blankets, heater wires in 
floors and ceilings, and certain 
clocks, as well as electric power 
lines. At ordinary levels, the EMF 
currents from these sources are 
much lower than the human body’s 
own electrical activity. 

Health studies— Three main 
types of study are under way. 

Epidemiological studies examine 
statistical links between illnesses 
and possible causes. Exposure 
studies measure the amount of EMF 
exposure persons are actually get¬ 
ting. Laboratory studies look at the 
exposure of tissues, cells and whole 

animals to EMF fields. 
And their results— So far, the 

main thing that various studies have 
in common is uncertainty. One 
researcher finds no statistical link 
while another sees some sort of con¬ 
nection. However, even studies that 
report some health effect from EMF 
have shown the amount of risk to 
be very small. 

Causes of illness other than EMF 
have not been ruled out. For 
example, a highly populated 
neighborhood might have a higher 
density of power lines, but it would 
also have more traffic, noise, air 
pollution and exposure to hazar¬ 
dous chemicals. Older homes with 
water pipe leaks could cause water 
contamination. 

Two studies have shown that the 
incidence of cancer among children 
living near high-current density 
power lines may rise from one in 
10,000 to about two in 10,000 by liv¬ 
ing near a major electric line. 

Experimental errors, though, may 
mean there is no risk in this group. 
Other similar studies have shown 
no increase in cancer among 
children who live near power lines. 

Sensational vs. scientific 
New study results in this field are 

continually emerging. Unlike the 
strong ties between tobacco smok¬ 
ing and disease, there is incomplete 
evidence of a weak link between 

(Continued on page 22d) 
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Mining operations are well underway. 

Big Ridge—a new 
mine on an old site 

At a time when many Southern 
Illinois coal mining companies are 
“folding up their tents,” the Big 
Ridge mine is just hitting its stride. 
Located about five miles east of 
Harrisburg and a similar distance 
south of Eldorado, the mine is part 
of the Arclar operation, a family- 
owned and operated business based 
in Harrisburg. 

Joe Pearson, general manager of 
coal sales for the mine, notes that 
the mine, which is served by SEIEC, 
is a mixture of old and new. “If s a 
new underground mine built on an 
old restored strip mine,” he says, 
“and is named Big Ridge because 
it’s located on a ridge in the middle 
of a large expanse of otherwise-flat 
farmland.” Arclar—the name of the 
company—is derived from the 
names of the founders, Arthur and 
Clara Franks. 

It has been some five years since 
work began on the mine, although 
much of the activity was much less 

visible than today’s operations. “Bill 
Franks, chairman of the board, 
started putting the reserves together 
back in 1985,” Joe says, “and there’s 

a lot of work involved in that. 
There’s planning, groundwork 
and leasing properties. Then they 
started drilling and taking core 

samples, to prove out the seam. 
“We were into site preparation 

early in 1988, and we started 
sinking the slope in the fall of 1989. 
At about the same time, we were 
locating and building the above¬ 
ground structures,” he adds. 

Part of the process involved 
building a 69,000-volt power line 
from the nearest connection point 
with SEIEC, three miles away, and 
it involved a little more than just 
digging holes, setting poles and 
stringing wire. 

“We kind of expected to buy the 
right-of-way for the line,” Joe says, 
“but the farms in the area are 
generational. Instead of selling, 
farmers just leave them to their kids, 
and they’ve been in some families 
‘forever.’ Nobody wanted to sell. We 
went to the township to see if we 
could put the line right down the 
road right-of-way, and we got per¬ 
mission to do that. We used ‘low 
profile’ construction to minimize 
the impact.” 

In fact, minimizing the impact is 
an important part of the company’s 
game plan. “We paved one road, for 
two reasons, so it’d stand up better 
and to keep the dust down,” Joe 
says, “and we chipped and oiled 
another. We water the gravel down 

often so it won’t be so dusty for our 
neighbors, too.” 

When it began to look—with a 
good deal of certainty—that there 
would be a mining operation, Big 
Ridge, people started seeking 
employment. There were some 
8,000 applicants for the 200 or so 
jobs available. 

“We have good, experienced peo¬ 
ple here,” Joe says, “and we have a 
good operation. We like to think of 
ourselves as a family. We’re looking 
to the future with a little more 
optimism than many mine opera¬ 
tors, because we’re mining low- 
sulfur coal here, and we’ll be one of 
just a few mines meeting the rules 
if the acid rain legislation that’s 
been proposed is enacted into law.” 

He notes that the mine is in the 
Illinois No. 5 seam, like many other 
area mines are, but that its coal is 
cleaner burning. “The average coal 
coming out of the Illinois No. 5 
seam is 2.75 percent sulfur,” he says, 
“while ours is 1.5 percent or less, 
because we’re in what’s known as 
‘the quality circle’. We’ll be in pretty 
good shape for years to come, but 
I hate to think what this legislation’s 
going to do to the mining industry 
here, and I don’t believe it’s going 
to solve any real problem.” 

Part of the reason for building 
here, he says, is because the Franks 
Family has a deep commitment to 
Southern Illinois and its people. 
“They could have located in other 
places, but they chose to locate here 
for the good of the area. We were 
just voted “Southern Illinois Busi¬ 
ness of the Year’,” he says matter-of- 
factly, “and Bill was just chosen 
‘Businessman of the Year’ by the 
Harrisburg Chamber of Commerce. 
That’s a reflection on the fact that 
a good part of the idea was to open 
a mine that would create good jobs 
right here.” 

He’s a little proud that the mine 
won the “Sentinels of Safety” award 
in 1988, as the safest underground 
mine in the U.S., “A first for Illinois 
mines,” he adds. 

The safety, efforts to minimize 
environmental impact and good 
citizenship are all part of Arclar’s 
policy of commitment to Southern 
Illinois, a commitment shared by 
SEIEC. 
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Scott Bollman and Diana Roberson 
are new employees at Southeastern 

Diana Roberson 

could see people in towers looking 
at us with binoculars. It’s something 
to think all that’s gone now.” 

Diana says her interests include 
sewing, fishing, swimming and 
travel. She and her husband, 
Sidney, have three children. Vicci is 
13, Paul is 11 and Jillian is 9. The 
Robersons attend the Dorrisville 
Heights Baptist Church in Harrisburg. 

technic University at Pomona, 
Covina College and Azusa Pacific, 
where, “he says with a chuckle, 
“They taught me to spell Azusa.” 

An avid sportsman, Scott says he’s 
interested in “just about every sport 
there is,” but that he particularly 
enjoys playing baseball and basket¬ 
ball, and water skiing. “I’m going to 
learn snow skiing one of these 
days,” he says, and notes that he is 
also interested in music, and does 
a little drumming now and then. 

Scott and his wife, Tyra, live in 
Carterville with their two daughters, 
Amber, 7, and Blayn, 1 Vs. They 
attend the Community of Faith 
Church. 

Scott Bollman 

Diana Roberson, billing clerk, is 
a “new” SEIEC employee, but she’s 
a familiar face around the Eldorado 
headquarters. She worked off and 
on there for about a year, and was 
hired to stay in November, 1989. 

Born in Harrisburg, Diana 
spent her early school years in the 
Tucson-Sierra Vista, Arizona, area. 
The family came back to Pope 
County about the time she entered 
junior high, and she attended Pope 
County High School in Golconda. 

She has two degrees from South¬ 
eastern Illinois College, one in 
applied sciences, the other in liberal 
arts. She has a year in at Columbus 
College in Columbus, Georgia, and 
hopes to get a bachelor’s in com¬ 
puter science. 

Her year in Columbus, inciden¬ 
tally, is a result of her tour of duty 
in the Army, and she was stationed 
there for a while. “I was in the Army 
from 1974-78,” she says, and I spent 
about a year and a half in Germany. 
It’s interesting to watch whaf s hap¬ 
pening over there now. 

“I was stationed in Giessen,” she 
continues, “and some of us went 
over to the border one time. We 
went to an observation point, and 
we had to take off our name badges. 
We saw a big 12-foot fence, topped 
with barbed wire. About every 15 
minutes a jeep would go by with 
machine guns in the back, and we 

Scott Bollman, forestry journey¬ 
man, was hired on February 20. 
Born in Dixon, Illinois, Scott, who’s 
28, has divided his time between 
Southern Illinois and Southern 
California. He lived in Eagle Moun¬ 
tain, a desert mining town near the 
Arizona border until junior high 
school. The family moved back to 
Southern Illinois then, and his dad 
worked in a coal mine. Scott at¬ 
tended high schools in Sesser and 
Herrin. He worked with his dad, 
who had a tree trimming business, 
and moved back to California, 
where he was foreman/general 
manager for a Covina tree trim¬ 
ming firm. He came back to Illinois, 
then returned to California, where 
he had his own business. 

During all that back and forthing, 
Scott was attending colleges— 
several of them, in fact. He’s 
taken classes at John A. Logan in 
Carterville, California State Poly- 

ILLINOIS 

Kenneth G. Rich 

In Memoriam 
Kenneth G. Rich, 76, of 

Shawneetown died Saturday 
evening, February 24, in an 
Eldorado hospital following a 
lengthy illness. Mr. Rich was 
a trustee of Southeastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative 
for more than 21 years. He is 
survived by his wife Jean; a 
daughter, Sue, and three 
grandchildren. Funeral ser¬ 
vices were held at the Wright- 
Byassee Funeral Home in 
Shawneetown on February 27. 

Our sympathy is extended to 
Mrs. Rich and her family. 

RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/March 1990 22c 



(Continued from page 22a) 
EMF exposure and cancer—frightening headlines 
notwithstanding. 

Sensational TV reports may draw your attention, but 
remember that in the scientific arena, the news isn’t 
quite so alarming. 

The contrasting results of two studies of telephone 
workers in New York state show how inconclusive the 
research into EMF is at this stage. They point to the 
importance of solid scientific research over emotional, 
uninformed overreaction. 

The first study— Two different types of studies were 
carried out by Professor Genevieve Matanoski and col¬ 
leagues atjohns Hopkins University. The objective: to 
see whether telephone workers are at a higher risk of 
cancer due to EMF exposure. 

The first study, sponsored by EPRI, looked at 1.2 
million male telephone employees nationwide, active 
and retired. From this group, 222 fatal leukemia cases 
were detected during the period 1975-1980. This group 
was matched by age, company and year of hire with 
a second control group of employees. EMF exposures 
of workers in each group were then estimated accord¬ 
ing to jobs they held and the time spent in each job. 

Findings— Work on this study continues, but initial 
results showed no evidence of increased risk of 
leukemia among telephone linemen. 

The second study— Funded mainly by the National 
Institute of Environmental Health studies, this study 
was based on a smaller population than the first. It set 
out to identify all cases of cancer at its onset, rather 
than at death as the first study did. Records of approx¬ 
imately 50,000 men employed by the New York 
telephone company from 1976-1980 were matched with 
the New York State Cancer Registry. The rate of cancer 
among linemen was then compared to that of other 

telephone company employees and New York males 
in general. 

Findings— The results were unexpected, since the 
first study showed no connection between leukemia 
and EMF. Three main conclusions were: 

• Some active workers appear to have an increased 
risk of developing leukemia. 

• Incidence rates for almost all types of cancer are 
highest among cable splicers, who work atop utility 
poles and likely receive higher EMF exposures. 
• Breast cancer, very rare among males, was 

detected among men working on central office 
switching equipment. 

Differing results? 
The second study cannot be considered a firm indi¬ 

cation of the amount or source of risk in EMF 
exposure. The actual number of cancer cases is very 
small. Overall cancer rates of the telephone linemen 
were lower than those of New York state males in 
general. 

Among the 50,000 men involved in the New York 
telephone workers study, 12 leukemia cases were 
found. When this population is divided into subgroups 
for analysis, the number of cases is even smaller and 
more susceptible to random error. Also, the actual 
amounts of exposure to EMF could only be guessed at. 

The research continues 
For its ongoing research, the Electric Power Research 

Institute has created an instrument to better measure 
EMF exposures. It is a portable meter than can be worn 
by a worker to record EMF exposures for weeks at a 
time. 

It is through more accurate research that scientists 
will gain a clearer understanding about electric and 
magnetic fields and any risks they may pose. 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the "OFF" position, 
check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON" 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 
and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611. This number 
is monitored around the clock to accept your emergen- 
cyjoutage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 
location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 
information requested. 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Now that spring has arrived, it would 
be appropriate to reflect on the past 
year and review some highlights of your 
Cooperative’s operation for 1989. 

As most of you will recall, our corner 
of Southern Illinois was struck by a 
severe ice storm on the morning of the 
fifth of March, resulting in power 
outages for some of you, long hours of 
hard work for our employees and a cost 
to your Cooperative of over $175,000. 
However, all other things considered, 
1989 was a good year for Southeastern. 
1989 marked the sixth consecutive year 
that SEIEC has operated without a rate 
increase. It was a year that saw record 
kilowatt-hour sales of 474,505,128, 
which reflects a 6.73 percent increase 
over the previous year. It was a year in 
which a new record demand of 130,304 
kilowatts was placed on the system. 
SEIEC added 155 new members, paid 
over $2,730,400 to Federal, State and 
local taxing bodies, and authorized pay¬ 
ment of $283,981 in capital credits to 
those members who received service 
from 1959-1961. 

We are optimistic about 1990, hoping 
that it will be even a better year. There 
is, however, an ominous cloud on the 
horizon; namely the pending acid raid 
legislation. At this point and time, no 
one seems certain as to the impact the 
pending legislation might have on our 
area. All Southern Illinoians recognize 
the particular relationship of our area 

to the coal mining industry. Your 
Cooperative’s power supplier, Southern 
Illinois Power Co-operative, burned 
589,801 tons of Southern Illinois mined 
coal and carbon in 1989, in 1988, 
607,492 tons of this mixture were 
burned by SIPC. In addition, South¬ 
eastern serves several area coal mines: 
Arclar, Equality, Jader, Kerr-McGee, 
Lovilia, Peabody Eagle, Old Ben and Big 
Ridge. Logically, we also serve many of 
the employees of those mines, as well as 
employees in the related industries of 
trucking, material and equipment sup¬ 
ply, etc. The impact of adverse acid rain 
legislation would have far reaching con¬ 
sequences. From the largest area 
industries to the smallest corner grocery 
store, few, if any, in our area would 
escape it; therefore, we at Southeastern 
advocate and continue to support a 
cautious and prudent approach to 
insure that when and if controls are 
implemented, they will be workable, 
cost effective and produce the intended 
end result of cleaner air without over 
burdening any specific geographic areas 
of the nation. 

Sometimes a cloud appears omi¬ 
nously on the horizon, lingers a while 
and then produces a sunny day. We at 
Southeastern hope that an equitable 
clean air bill produces a sunny day for 
all of Southern Illinois. 

We look forward to serving you and 
your family in 1990. 
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Betsy Manning — 
Rockwell model 

The little girl pedaled her tricy¬ 
cle desperately, goaded on by sheer 
terror. Behind her, gaining fast, was 
a huge, slavering dog. She turned to 
look back, lost control and took a 
spill. The dog licked her face with 
a wet, raspy tongue. 

A tall, kindly man appeared, 
seemingly out of nowhere. He 
picked up the frightened girl and 
held her on his lap, brushing off the 
dust and comforting her with gen¬ 
tle words. 

Then, with a few deft strokes of 
a pen, he cartooned a series of 
panels showing a big dog chasing 
after a little girl, who was riding a 
tricycle. In the last panel, he put a 
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caption: “You see,” it read, “all he 
wanted to do was give you a kiss 
anyway.” 

The kindly gentleman was 
Norman Rockwell, the famous artist 
who spent many years serving up 
slice-of-life vignettes that portrayed 
Americans as they looked in the 
teens through the 1960s or so. The 
girl on the trike was Anne Elizabeth 
Campbell, and she was to become 
one of Rockwell’s favorite models. 
Her family and the Rockwells’ 
were friends and neighbors in 
Stockbridge, Massachusetts, where 
she lived with her father and 
mother and three sisters. 

The girl, incidentally, is now 
1990 

Betsy Manning, who lives with her 
husband, Lonnie, and their two 
children at Harrisburg Lake. “I still 
remember that adventure with the 
dog,” she says. “I was absolutely ter¬ 
rified. I thought I was going to be 
eaten alive by three million dogs!” 

From the time she was four years 
old until adolescence, she was one 
of his favorite models, and ap¬ 
peared in many of his drawings and 
paintings. She knew Rockwell as 
“Uncle Norman,” long before she 
knew he was famous. 

Her father, a doctor, was 
Rockwell’s physician, and a model 
for one of the artist’s more famous 
paintings: that of a doctor pre- 

Above is a figurine made from a 
Rockwell painting featuring Betsy, 
who's the girl on the left. At right, 
Betsy with the painting and 
another, which featured her doctor 
father. 



paring a syringe while a little boy 
bares his backside for a shot—all 
the while reading the doctor’s 
medical school diploma. It graced 
the cover of the March 15, 1958, 
issue of The Saturday Evening Post. 

“It was fun, in a way,” Betsy says, 
“but it was kind of difficult, too. Mr. 
Rockwell would pose everybody just 
the way he wanted them, and he’d 
have a photographer take several 
pictures. Then he’d do his paintings 
from the pictures. 

“I remember one where I had a 
particularly hard time. I was leaning 
against an upturned crate that was 
serving as a lemonade stand. Two 

boys were selling lemonade and I 

Betsy posed for both "The 
Lemonade Stand" and "The 
Circus." 
was drinking a glass, and he wanted 
my hands wrapped around the glass 
just so. I had trouble for the longest 
time,” she relates, “but finally every¬ 
thing was just exactly the way he 
wanted it, and the photographer 
took the pictures. He was really a 
stickler for the fine little details, and 
that’s what made his paintings so 
popular, I guess. But he was really 
patient in working with us.” 

Her upbringing contributed to 
the problem, she says. “I was a doc¬ 
tor’s daughter and Mom insisted 
that I should be ‘little miss prim and 
proper’. When Mr. Rockwell wanted 

spontaneity, I had a little trouble 
with it.” 

Another drawing is a case in 
point. Entitled “The Circus,” 
it depicts an older couple— 
supposedly grandparents—and a 
boy and girl enjoying the circus. “I 
was four,” Betsy says, “and I was 
supposed to sit there holding a 
balloon and a bag of popcorn in 
one hand and a lollipop in the 
other, and look excited, like the 

others did. He kept telling me to act 
more excited, and finally took a bag 
of popcorn and just threw it all 
around, kind of playfully, and I 
couldn’t help but laugh.” 

She noted that the couple in the 
drawing were a storekeeper and his 
wife from down the street. Half a 
dozen other people in the drawing 
were not there at all, and were sim¬ 
ply sketched in, she notes. 

“I can’t for the life of me remem¬ 
ber who the boy was in ‘The Cir¬ 
cus’,” she says, “and the ones in ‘The 
Lemonade Stand,’ either. But there 
were some girls I remember. They 
were in ‘The Check-Up’ with me, 
and I was looking at the gap in one 
girl’s teeth, while the other looked 
on. That was on the cover of the 
September 7, 1957, issue of The 
Saturday Evening Post. The girls were 
Eleanor Stevens and Mary Jean 
Martin. I don’t know what became 
of them.” A figurine was offered 
later, depicting Betsy and Mary 
Jean, but the third girl wasn’t 
included. Betsy has one of the 
figurines, which she treasures. 

She also has some autographed 
Rockwell paintings. Even though 
reproductions of “The Check-Up” 
hang on the walls of dentists’ offices 
all across the country, it was some 
20 years after she posed for it that 
she got a copy of her own. Her 
mother gave it to her as a Christmas 
gift. 

While Betsy was visiting 
Stockbridge from her New Mexico 
home, Rockwell stopped in to see 
Dr. Campbell about a shoulder 
problem, and Mrs. Campbell asked 

him to autograph a gift to Betsy. 
He inscribed, “To My favorite 
model, Betsy. Sincerely, Norman 
Rockwell.” 

While the Rockwell name con¬ 
jures up visions of wealthy and 
famous people, they were just 
another family of nice neighbors 
when Betsy was growing up. “He 
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was tall and thin and smoked a 
pipe,” she says with a chuckle, “and 
he always had a smile on his face. 
He was a nice guy, but not very 
talkative. I was too little to realize 
that he was a very famous man.” 

She recalls spending many a 
pleasant afternoon with Mrs. 
Rockwell—Mary—who fed her 
Cokes and cookies—a real treat in 
those days, she says. “Fd curl up on 
the couch sometimes,” she relates, 
“and Mr. Rockwell would often 

stroll through. He’d pop in and out 
of his studio fairly often, but he was 
almost always working steadily.” 

Betsy gave her mother fits, often 
sneaking over to visit Mary. “I was 
one of her favorites,” she says, “and 
we enjoyed each other’s company. 
Mom would tell me not to bother 
our neighbors, so Fd go across the 
street and kind of around the block, 
and Fd wind up in the Rockwells’ 
living room. Mary would occa¬ 
sionally give me a pad of paper 

and a set of pastels, and Fd draw 
pictures.” 

After she grew up and graduated 
from high school, Betsy headed 
west, to visit a sister in Albuquerque 
and look for a job. “I was kind of 
transient, as much as I hate to use 
that word,” she says, “and I saw a lot 
of the country.” 

While in New Mexico, she met 
Lonnie, who was born in Vermont 
and raised in Golconda. They were 
married shortly afterward. They’ve 
lived most of the time since then in 
New Mexico, although they did a 
fair amount of moving around. 
Their oldest son, Shawn, 15, was 
born in St. Louis, and 10-year-old 
Eric was born in Harrisburg. Jeff, 
23, Lonnie’s son, lives not far from 
them in Galatia with his wife, Tamy, 
and their daughter, Holly. “We like 
having the family nearby,” Betsy 
says, adding, “Lonnie’s mother, 
Margarette Phillips, and his grand¬ 
mother, Mildred Kennison, live in 
Eldorado.” 

Betsy, who works at Miss 
Becky’s Group Day Care Home in 
Eldorado, notes that she liked New 
Mexico in some ways, but that 
she’s glad to be living in Southern 
Illinois, where the weather’s dif¬ 
ferent and there’s a lot more water. 
“It was nice there,” she says, “but it’s 
nicer here.” 

Betsy displays a copy of a Rockwell print. She recalls the artist was very 
careful about the placement of her hands on the glass. 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the "OFF" position, 
check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears all right retrip the breaker to the “ON" 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 
and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611. This number 
is monitored around the clock to accept your emergen¬ 
cy/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 
location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 
information requested. 
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tHE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Cooperative. 
This word when used as an adjective 

indicates a willingness to help, and 
when used as a noun means an enter¬ 
prise that is owned and operated jointly 
by those who use its facilities or services. 

Southeastern was formed many years 
ago by a group of individuals who 
needed electric power and could not get 
it from the suppliers who, for the most 
part at that time, served only the larger 
towns and villages in our part of the 
State. It took a tremendous amount of 
“cooperation” between those pioneers 
to accomplish their task. Rights-of-way 
were given, trees were cut and in some 
instances power lines were constructed 
across open fields in order that families 
might have electric service. 

At Southeastern, we feel that the 
“cooperative” spirit is still present. 
Today, few totally new lines are con¬ 
structed; however, several of the initially 
constructed lines have been and must 
continue to be upgraded or replaced to 
provide Southeastern’s members with 
quality service. We appreciate the 
“cooperation” of our members on those 
respective lines. 

With the thought of “cooperation” in 
mind, Southeastern offers advice to 
those individuals who might be in¬ 
terested in establishing a new business 
in our area. If you have been giving con¬ 

sideration to such a project, please con¬ 
tact Ray Harbison, our Member Service 
Manager, at Southeastern’s Eldorado 
headquarters. We are “cooperating” 
with other organizations that have infor¬ 
mation on sites, utility availability and 
funding, and would be pleased to share 
this information with you. 

O ur assets give 
us our marching 
orders. 

They're young, they're 
old, they're couples 
just starting out, they're 
retirees. 

They're our rural 
electric consumer- 
members. 
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Fred and Debby Whitlatch 
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Whit's 
End 

Imagine, if you will, a man who 
has spent the better part of his adult 
life pulling pranks on others, teas¬ 
ing them about the onset of advan¬ 
cing age, and just generally having 
a good time bouncing friendly in¬ 
sults off them. 

Then imagine the same person 
nearing 40 years of age, a time 
widely recognized by many as a 
time of “going over the hill,” or 
declining. It’s probably only natural 
that such a person’s past victims 
might get together and do a little 
scheming to get back at him. 



It was partly that desire that got 
Debby and Fred Whitlatch involved 
in “Whit’s End,” their greeting card 
designing and mailing service they 
operate out of their rural West 
Frankfort home. 

“We have a friend who was a real 
practical joker,” Debby says, “and 
he was getting ready, as best he 
could, to turn 40. We decided to 
‘help’ him celebrate by turning the 
tables on him.” 

The “help” consisted of a long 
series of “over-the-hill” greeting 
cards that started arriving one 
a day, like vitamins, about 40 days 
before the birthday. They all ar¬ 
rived without return addresses 
or signatures. They did, however, 
include postmarks. Each bore some 
lugubrious theme related to aging 
and downhill-going; Tombstone, 
Arizona; Deadwood, South Dakota; 
Hill City, Nevada; and Sleepy 
Eye, Minnesota, were a few of 
the postmarks. 

The cards, all home-grown, car¬ 
ried aging messages, too. “It was 
December,” Debby says, “and the 
cards went along the theme of “On 
the first day of Christmas my true 
love sent to me: A countdown to 
senility.’ Following cards carried on 
the theme, with ‘two hearing aids, 
three bunion pads, four pairs of 

glasses, five golden canes’, and so 
on,” Debby says with a wicked smile. 

Debby, a former English teacher, 
and her husband, Fred, create the 
cards themselves. “We’ve got 120 
different ones,” she says, “and we’re 
adding new ones every day. I usual¬ 
ly do the words and Fred does the 
drawings. I joke that he’s a dentist 
by vocation and an illustrator by 
avocation and threat.” 

It seems odd that a business 
would get off to a start in such a 
whimsical fashion, but that’s exactly 
what happened. “When friends 
mentioned that they hoped to get 
back at someone, I told them what 
I had done to my sister-in-law, 
Mesha Slightom, who’d turned 30. 

“We were in Chicago,” she con¬ 
tinues, “and I knew we wouldn’t be 
able to ‘help’ her celebrate. We 
didn’t have a great deal of money, 
and I wanted to do something 
that really had some impact. It 
turned out that Fred was going to 
Minnesota, and my brothers-in- 
law were going camping out West, 
and somebody else was going to 
California, so I managed to get 
some 14 over-the-hill cards sent 
from different places. I have a bet¬ 
ter way of doing that now, though. 
She enjoyed it, so we decided to try 
it on the prankster friend who was 

turning 40.” 
At any rate, the one-a-day dose 

of depression was a hit with the 
recipient, who had no idea who was 
sending him all the friendly barbs, 
and the perpetrators, who enjoyed 
his discomfiture. 

“We knew his hobbies and 
interests and remembered some of 
the tricks he’d pulled,” Debby says, 
“so we were able to tailor the cards 
to him pretty well. We try to learn 
a lot about the recipient, so we can 
do a good job.” 

After the big day arrived and the 
victim had recovered his aplomb— 
what there was left of it—Debby 
revealed to him that she had been 
the source of all the dismal re¬ 
minders, and he suggested that she 
take the idea and turn it into a 
business. 

“So we decided to give it a try,” 
Debby says, adding, “I’ve received 
some local orders as well as some 
from Peoria, Johnston City, Chicago 
and Carbondale. We hope to get 
orders from all over the country, 
eventually. We hope to create our 
own line of over-the hill birthday 
cards, too.” 

She notes that anyone who wants 
to help a friend or family member 
celebrate a milestone can call her at 
her toll-free number, 800-827-2079. 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the "OFF" position, 
check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears all right retrip the breaker to the "ON" 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 
and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611. This number 
is monitored around the clock to accept your emergen¬ 
cy/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 
location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 
information requested. 
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From left Lawrence Wilke, representing Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative; Raymond Mulholland, rep¬ 
resenting Egyptian Electric Cooperative; and Kenneth Webb, representing Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, present a donation for the creation of the new Southern Illinois Power Co-operative Scholarship 
to Southern Illinois University-Carbondale Engineering and Technology Dean Juh Wah Chen and Robynn Rosen 
Nawrot of the SIU Foundation. The schoolarship will be awarded annually to an SIUC electrical engineering 
major from Southern Illinois. 

Co-ops endow SIUC electrical engineering scholarship 
A new scholarship endowment 

created by the electric cooperatives 
of Southern Illinois will benefit 
local students majoring in electrical 
engineering at Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale. Represen¬ 
tatives of the SIU Foundation and 
SIUC’s College of Engineering and 
Technology received a generous 
donation from the co-ops in a 
March ceremony in Carbondale. 

The gift was made jointly by the 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative based 
in Steeleville, Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative in Eldorado, 

Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive in Dongola, and the Southern 
Illinois Power Co-operative in 
Marion. 

“We feel that whatever we can do 
to further the education of local 
students in electrical engineering 
will benefit southern Illinois as a 
region,” said Kenneth Webb, a 
member of the board of directors of 
the Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative. 

The first Southern Illinois Power 
Co-operative Scholarship will be 
awarded for the 1990-91 academic 

year. Entering freshmen as well as 
current SIUC electrical engineering 
students are eligible to apply. 
Applicants must be graduates of 
a southern Illinois high school 
located south of Interstate 64. 
Preference will be given to those 
whose families are served by one of 
the electric cooperatives. 

Application forms are available 
through the SIUC College of 
Engineering and Technology 
Dean’s Office by calling (618)453- 
4321. Completed forms must be 
filed by June 1. 

Nominating committee chosen 
As provided by the bylaws of 

Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., a Nominating 
Committee was chosen April 24, 
1990, consisting of the following 
Cooperative members: 

District No. 1: Melanie Bauman, 
R. 1, Sesser, IL 62884 

District No. 2: Carroll H. Pearce, 
R. 1, Ewing, IL 62836 

District No. 3: Phyllis Jones, R. 1 
Box 214, Broughton, IL 62817 

District No. 5: Glen D. McCabe, 
R. 2, Omaha, IL 62871 

District No. 6: Eugene Roper, 
R. 4 Box 265, Marion IL 62959, and, 
Eugene Cobb, R. 4, Marion, IL 
62959 

District No. 10: William E. Cullum, 
R. 1 Box 116, Elizabethtown, IL 

62931, and, Blythe Wallace, P.O. 
Box 33, Rosiclare, IL 62982 

District No. 11: Chester Davis, 

P.O. Box 542, Golconda, IL 62938 
The Committee will meet at 

the office of the Cooperative on 
Monday, June 11, 1990, at the 
hour of 10 a.m., for the purpose of 

nominating three (3) candidates for 
three-year terms as Trustees of 
Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. Trustees whose 
terms are expiring include: Robert 
Tiberend, R. 3 Box 196, Benton, IL 

62812 (District 1); Bill Cadle, R. 1, 
Box 56, Marion, IL 62959 (District 

6); and Neil Soward, P.O. Box 457, 
Rosiclare, IL 62982 (District 10). 

Isl David Ramsey 
David Ramsey, Secretary 
Board of Trustees 
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™E SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

In the fall of 1989, construction was 
initiated on a 3,000-square-foot addition 
to Southeastern’s main headquarters at 
Eldorado. This new addition, which is 
now nearing completion, contains six 
offices, a meeting room and a mechani¬ 
cal room to house the air conditioning 
and heating units. Upon completion, 
these offices will be fully occupied. 

Even though no additional employees 
have been added, the construction of 
these facilities will alleviate an over¬ 
crowding condition in our Engineering 
Department and will provide needed 
space for employee training. In addition 
to the new construction, some minor 
remodeling is under way on the original 
building, which was constructed in 1953 
when your Cooperative had 10,862 
members, assets of $5.9 million and 
total operating revenues of $1,128,000. 
In 1966, some 13 years subsequent 
to the completion of the original struc¬ 
ture, two additions—a board room 
and a computer room—were installed. 
By that time, Southeastern had grown 
to 12,292 members, had assets of $10.2 
million and total operating revenues 
of 2.9 million dollars. 

In August of 1987, a “standing seam” 
steel roof was installed over the struc¬ 
ture’s flat room, which had been a 
source of leaks and a maintenance prob¬ 
lem for many years. Your Cooperative, 
based on 1989 figures, now has 18,518 

members, assets of $60,230,841 and total 
operating revenues of $30,589,607. 

Southeastern has grown steadily over 
the years despite the general decline in 
the area population as a whole. South¬ 
eastern members have reason to be 
proud of their Cooperative. As em¬ 
ployees, we are always looking for ways 
to improve the reliability and quality of 
your service, such as the recent addition 
of a toll free phone number, which is 
discussed further in this publication. 
This convenience number was installed 
as the result of a 1989 survey in which 
80 percent of the members polled 
requested such as access number. 

It is our hope that our new addition 
and the recendy installed toll free access 
number will enable us to serve you even 
better in the future than we have in the 
past. 

The building addition gives us 3,000 
square feet of space. 
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From left, Lee and Joyce at the start of the Anniversary Trail, so named because they completed it on their 
35th wedding anniversary. There are several interesting stone formations along the trails. Lee inspects a 
crop of shiitake mushrooms, which he started growing to add variety to the operation. 

A tranquil place 
John Denver had a song several years ago that touted 

the beauty of West Virginia, in which he referred to 
the state’s beauty as “almost heaven.” Lee and Joyce 
Ashby of rural Golconda have a place like that, too. 

But it’s in Pope County. 
The Ashbys have a lifestyle lots of people would 

enjoy, and they’re working toward making their 
place—Pine Meadows—into something that will pro¬ 
vide beauty and resources for many years after they’re 
gone. 

“I led a kind of turbulent life,” Lee says, “and I’ve 
gotten to where I though it’d be nice to move into a 
peaceful, relaxing atmosphere. Here, I can go a whole 
week without seeing another person, if I want.” 

The Ashbys, who taught school at Gillespie, were 
careful in their choice of a place to live in retirement, 
and had a list of desirable attributes they hoped to 
satisfy before buying. 

“We wanted a place that was near a good hard¬ 
surfaced road, and that offered a mixture of wooded 
and cleared,” Lee says, “and we wanted some cliffs and 
some hilly country. We were careful to find a place that 
would have electricity and telephone service, and we 
wanted water. We were interested in a place that 
offered some cultural activities fairly nearby, too. And, 
of course, we had a price figure in mind.” 
Joyce adds that they didn’t rush the process of 
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finding a place, but rather took their time. “We had 
our hearts set on a place in southern Missouri or 
northern Arkansas or this area,” she says, “but we really 
wanted to be sure it met our other criteria.” 

They cruised uphill and downdale for two years— 
and rolled up 6,000 miles on their car’s odometer— 
before finding the place they have now. They bought 
it in 1966. In some ways, the place showed a lot of pro¬ 
mise, but they knew they’d have to draw out the pro¬ 
perty’s advantages by investing a lot of time and work. 
And that’s exactly what they did. 

They decided to build their house in a little glen, 
tucked in behind some sandstone cliffs and looking out 
over a small clearing. A waterfall near the house pro¬ 

vides water for a small creek that runs through the 
clearing, providing a relaxing, sylvan scene that is hard 

to beat. 
The Ashbys decided to develop their property 

to a considerable extent, but with a careful mix: A 
Christmas tree farm would give them something to do 
and provide income, and it would also make much bet¬ 
ter use of marginal land that had been row-cropped 
in the past. 

Nature trails wend through the woods and back and 
forth across the creek, providing a soothing atmo¬ 
sphere. There is a tennis court and a pond for fishing 
and paddle boating. “We built a swimming beach with 
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trucked-in sand,” Lee says with a chuckle, “but there 
got to be so many snakes in the pond that we don’t 
swim in it any more.” 

Carefully selected trees were cut out of the woods, 
both to provide some timber and to give more sunlight 
and growing space for those remaining. 

The Ashbys believe in making the most efficient use 
of resources and have cut some of the trees into small 
lumber, which they make into bird houses for their 
place. They have 50 or so bluebird houses and some 
for wood ducks, too. “I like to watch wood ducks,” Lee 
says, adding, “I think the male wood duck is one of the 
most beautiful birds there is.” 

They also sell bird houses—and the cedar posts to 

mount them on. They have some holly that goes well 
with the Christmas tree business, and they make 
wreaths to sell, too. They bundle small pieces of wood 
together and sell it for kindling, and some of the larger 
pieces—especially walnut—are sold for lumber. The 
Ashbys have gotten into the business of growing 
Shiitake mushrooms, too. “It’s a little like the Christmas 
tree business in that it’s pretty labor intensive,” says 
Lee, who served as a county agricultural adviser in 
Arizona shortly after World War II, before returning 
to Illinois to teach. In addition to their Christmas trees, 
they have planted about a quarter of a million trees, 
just as a reforestation project. 

As Lee mentioned earlier, he had a fairly turbulent 
life—at least for a while—and he puts a fair amount 
of time and effort into providing a little serenity for 
those who will follow. And he keeps in touch with those 
who shared the turbulent times with him. 

A B-29 pilot during World War II, he hosts a reunion 
for his old crew once a year, on the anniversary of the 
day they almost didn’t make it back from a bombing 
mission. They had their reunion at the beginning of 
this month. 

A veteran of 21 missions over Japan, Lee returned 
to the Far East and flew B-50s during the Korean War. 
He retired recently from the Air Force Reserves, with 
the rank of colonel. 

The nature trails that meander through the property 
are sprinkled generously with signposts that carry 
soothing and inspirational thoughts. Pointing to one, 
Lee says, “This one pretty well sums up what I believe.” 
It’s a William James quote that says, “The best use of 
life is to invest it in something which will outlast life.” 

It’s a philosophy that many of us would do well to 
follow. 

3 Frankie 
Skobel 

J. Kittinger 435-5126 

724-4778 • Benton 

\ Outage Map 

Call toll-free 800-833-2611 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the “OFF" position, 
check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears all right, retrip the breaker to the "ON" 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 
and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611, or 800-833-2611. 
These numbers are monitored around the clock to accept your 
emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 
location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 
information requested. 
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Capital credits for 1989 
The most economical method of notifying members 

of their capital credit allocation is to furnish them with 
a multiplication factor, which when applied to the total 
electric bill for the year 1989 will determine the 
notified of the amount of patronage. Notices will be 
mailed to large commercial consumers who are not on 
self billing. 

Self-billing members may determine their capital 
credit allocations from Southeastern by multiplying 
their bills paid (less tax) by a factor of .10290359; for 
Southern Illinois Power Co-operative use a factor of 
.05680851. 

For those paying accounts under the Small Commer¬ 
cial Schedule, a factor of .09847990 for Southeastern 
and .05436654 for Southern Illinois Power Co¬ 
operative should be used. 

If you are unable to determine your 1989 allocation, 
the amount credited will be furnished on request. 

The bylaws of your cooperative provide that each 
member shall be notified of the amount of patronage 
capital credited to his account. Of the total allocation, 
approximately 36 percent is due to capital credit 
allocation received from the Southern Illinois Power 

Co-operative. 
A capital credit plan is an arrangement under which: 

(1) a cooperative and its members expressly agree that 
any payment by any patron over the cost of serving him 
is capital furnished by the patron to the cooperative; 
(2) the Cooperative credits such patronage capital on 
its books to the patrons; and (3) such capital will be 
retired when, in the opinion of the board of trustees, 
such retirement will not impair the cooperative’s finan¬ 
cial position. 

The capital credit plan provides for service at cost 
for paying off the REA and CFC loans, for acquiring 
complete local ownership of the cooperative system, 
for giving all patrons full credit for all payments in 
excess of cost, and for the eventual repayment to the 
patrons of all capital furnished by them. Capital credits 
are not necessarily available in the form of cash, but 
are represented largely by investments in poles, wire, 
transformers and other equipment required to provide 
service. In general, no patronage capital can be retired 
until the cooperative has obtained enough capital to 
take care of all its needs. 

We now have a 
Many of our members have told us that they would 

like to be able to call our office, but that they don’t 
necessarily want to get involved in a toll call. In fact, 
a survey we did showed that fully 80 percent of our 

It helps if you know 
During our last outage, we had many members who 

called us to let us know that they were out of service, 
and when we asked for their location number, were 
unable to supply it. Your location number is, to us, your 
“address,” just as surely as your street address or rural 
route address is how your Postal Service worker locates 

toll-free number 
members would like a toll-free number to call us on. 
With that in mind, we have installed a toll-free line for 
those who want to call. The number is 800-833-2611. 

your location number 
you. We have other ways of finding you, but they’re 
more difficult and time consuming. The illustration 
below shows where to look for your billing location 
number. Please have it ready when you need to call us, 
whatever the reason. Thanks! 

OFFICE HOURS 

Eldorado MONDAY thro FRIDAY 
8:00 ajn. 4:00 p.m. 

PLEASE HAVE BILL IN OFFICE 
ON OR BEFORE DUE DATE BELOW 

Rosiclare 8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Monday thru Wednetday 

Golconda 8:30 a_m. to 11:30 a.m. 
12:00 noon to 3:30 p.m. 
Each Thurcday and Friday 

DOE, JOHN 
RT 1 BOX 999 
ELDORADO, IL 62930 

READ METER ON 20TH METER// 20682 RTE H 
MIN BILL 5 LIGHT $6.00 
LOCATION/ I2-04-0 9-00 5o5ACCT# 01099999 
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THE SOGTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

This has been a busy month for your 
Cooperative. We, like many of you, have 
been impacted by excessive rains, which 
have saturated the ground around the 
root structure of trees, resulting in them 
being easily blown or falling because of 
their own unbalance onto power lines, 
causing outages for some of you. Due to 
the heavy rains or some other unknown 
reason, two chicken snakes, approx¬ 
imately six feet in length, climbed into 
our Carter substation, which is located 
in the Walnut Grove Community south 
of Harrisburg, and caused a loss of 
power from that substation on the 
evening of June 2. 

In addition, we have been busy 
negotiating an area service agreement 
with Central Illinois Public Service 
Company. Southeastern has had a 
similar agreement with the Illinois 

Power Company for many years, and it 
has worked well, eliminating the need 
for expensive litigation and duplication 
of facilities, as well as preventing 
individuals from becoming entangled in 
a dispute between two competing power 
suppliers. 

In conjunction with these efforts, we 

have once again approached the City of 
Marion in an effort to obtain a franchise 

to serve those areas of the city that 
have grown out to and encompassed 

Southeastern’s electric lines. 
When cities expand their corporate 

areas or annex new parcels of land, 
cooperatives surrender the right to 

serve any new home or business unless 
written permission is given by the city. 
Such written permission is normally 
known as a “franchise.” Your Coopera¬ 
tive has franchises to serve about 20 
incorporated villages, towns and cities 
in Southern Illinois. It is important to 
Southeastern’s 3,825 members who live 
in Williamson County, as well as to the 
14,675 members who live elsewhere, 
that each mile of existing line be utilized 
to the maximum, thereby ensuring that 
costs are kept as low as possible. 

In the electrical distribution industry, 
return on investment is partially deter¬ 
mined by the number of consumers per 
mile of line. Investor-owned utilities 
such as CIPS average about 34 con¬ 
sumers for each mile of distribution 
line. Your Cooperative has about six 
members per mile for each of the 3,000 
miles of line in operation. Therefore, it 
is easy to recognize the importance of 
maintaining and if possible, gaining 
members, rather than losing them. 

Southeastern’s effort in this endeavor 
is, as always, to ensure that each mem¬ 
ber receives the best service possible at 

the lowest possible cost. 
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Official Notice 
of Annual Meeting of Members 
Southeastern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative, Inc. 
P.O. Box 251, 

Eldorado, Illinois 62930 
Official Notice 

of 1990 Annual Meeting 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
That the Annual Meeting of the 
members of SOUTHEASTERN 
ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERA 
TIVE, INC., will be held at the 
Southeastern Illinois College, 
Illinois Route 13, East of Harrisburg 
or South of Eldorado on College 
Drive, on August 7, 1990; that the 
period of registration for said 
Members will be from 6 p.m. until 
7 p.m.; business meeting of said 
Members will convene at 7 p.m. for 
the purpose of passing on reports 
of officers covering the previous 
year, election of three (3) Trustees 
for terms of three (3) years each and 

for transacting such other business 
as may properly come before the 
meeting. 

You are further notified that the 
number of Trustees to be elected at 
the 1990 Annual Meeting is three 
(3) and that one each is to be elected 
from Districts 1, 6, and 10. 

As provided by the bylaws of 
SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS ELEC¬ 
TRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., a 
Nominating Committee, consisting 
of the following 
Members: 

Cooperative 

Melanie Bauman District #1 
Carroll H. Pearce District #2 
Phyllis Jones District #3 
Glen D. McCabe District #5 
Eugene Roper District #6 
Eugene Cobb District #6 
William E. Cullum District #10 
Blythe Wallace District #10 
Chester Davis District #11 

met at the office of the Cooperative 
on June 11,1990, at the hour of 10 
a.m., for the purpose of nominating 

candidates for Trustee of SOUTH¬ 
EASTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC. for the terms 
expiring. 

The following candidates were 
nominated: 

Robert Tiberend, Route 3—Box 
196, Benton (District 1) 

Bill Cadle, Route 1—Box 56, 
Marion (District 6) 

Neil Soward, P.O. Box 457, 
Rosiclare (District 10) 

DATED at Eldorado, Illinois, this 
18th day of July, 1990. 

Isl David Ramsey 

David Ramsey, Secretary 
Board of Trustees 

Tom Kouts is new engineer and operations manager 
Tom Kouts is SEIEC’s new en¬ 

gineering and operations manager, 
replacing Weldon Gray, who re¬ 
signed to take a job in Aiken, S.C. 
An Evansville, Ind., native, Tom 

Tom Kouts 

attended schools there, and at¬ 
tended Murray State University in 
Murray, Kentucky, where he studied 
engineering. 

After leaving college, he went to 
work for Central Illinois Public Ser¬ 
vice Co. (CIPS), working out of 
Mattoon. He managed to get in a 
year there, then went into the Army 
in 1965. He spent a year and a half, 
mostly in Korea, but with duties “all 
over the Pacific,” he says. He was an 

ammunition specialist. 
After being discharged in 1967, 

Tom went back to CIPS and attended 
night school at Lake Land Com¬ 
munity College, where he received 
an associate of arts degree and a cer¬ 
tificate in power engineering. 

In November 1976, Tom went to 
work at Western Illinois Power 

Cooperative (WIPCO), which was 
headquartered in Jacksonville and 
operated power plants at Pearl and 

near Winchester. He stayed there 
until WIPCO and Soyland Power 
Cooperative, Decatur, set up a 
power pooling agreement, and he 
was transferred to Decatur. At that 
time, WIPCO and Soyland were 
planning to merge into a single 
unit, with Soyland to emerge as the 
surviving corporation. Tom became 
an employee of Soyland when that 
merger took place and stayed there 
until coming to Southeastern. 

Tom and his w ife, Mary, have just 

found a place in Eldorado. They 
have two daughters. Amy Jo, 20, is 
majoring in psychology at Western 
Illinois University, Macomb, and 
Jodi Lynn, 18, will be a freshman at 
the University of Illinois in Urbana. 
She plans to major in Russian and 
attend medical school. 

Tom’s interests include stamp 
collecting, sailing, swimming and 
fishing. 
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Holloway is new district supervisor 
Robin Holloway has been pro¬ 

moted to district supervisor, a 
change from his position as jour¬ 
neyman lineman. He was employed 
at SEIEC in June 1979. 

Born in Harrisburg, Robin 
attended schools there for a few 
years until his father, James, went to 
work for Southern Illinois Power 
Co-operative, Marion. He graduated 

from high school in Marion and has 
taken courses at John A. Logan 
Community College in Carterville. 

Beginning in 1974, he started 
working in line construction, Robin Holloway 

worked for several area contrac¬ 
tors, and took on-the-job and class¬ 
room training. He has worked 
for SEIEC at the old Lake of Egypt 
headquarters, Eldorado, Marion, 
and Golconda. 

He and his wife, Janice, have 
two children, Jeff and Jaimie, and 
expect an addition to the family in 
late July. They have just moved to 
Eldorado. They are members of the 
Ferges Free Methodist Church, 
Ferges. 

Robin enjoys hunting and 
fishing. 

Scott Miller is rising baseball star 
Scott Miller, 14, son of SEIEC 

journeyman lineman Gerald Miller, 
has spent some busy summers these 
last few years and has done a little 
traveling, too. 

A little league pitcher, the 
Rosiclare youth played many out-of- 
town games and took part in a tour¬ 
nament in San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
last year. Earlier this month, he 
returned from Atlanta, Georgia, 
where his team—The Storm— 
played. He’s been to the state 

tournament twice and made the 
nationals once. 

Scott, who will be a freshman in 
high school next year, is a pitcher 
and can send a fastball smoking 
over the plate at 75 miles an hour, 
Gerald says. He’s been playing since 
he was 6. 

Jim Grief, pitching coach for the 
Paducah Community College, is 
manager of The Storm, and Scott 
works with him frequently. “I’ve 
seen a lot of improvement in Scott 

since he started working with Jim,” 
Gerald says with a touch of fatherly 
pride, “and I thought he was pretty 
good before.” 

Gerald notes that since its 1978 
beginning, several of The Storm 
veterans have gone on to play col¬ 
lege baseball and four of its alumni 
are now playing pro ball. If things 
continue to unfold as they have in 
the past, Scott Miller may add 
one more to one or both of those 
statistics. 

Save $10 
on your next electric bill! 

Members attending the annual meeting August 7 

will receive a $10 credit on their next electricity bill. 

Be sure to attend and take part in your annual meeting. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/July 1990 12c 



Attend the 

Southeastern IlPnois 
Electric Cooperative 

Annual Meeting 
Tuesday, August 7 

Southeastern Illinois College 
(Illinois Route 13 east of Harrisburg) 
(or College Drive south of Eldorado) 

Registration begins at 6 p.m. 

Business meeting begins at 7 p.m. 

• Reports of officers 

• Election of directors 

• Other cooperative business 

$10 electric bill credit for 
all members attending the annual meeting 

We now have a toll-free number 
Many of our members have told us that they would 

like to be able to call our office, but that they don’t 
necessarily want to get involved in a toll call. In 
fact, a survey we did showed that fully 80 percent 

of our members would like a toll-free number to call 
us on. With that in mind, we have installed a toll- 
free line for those who want to call. The number is 
800-833-2611. 

Call toll-free 800-833-2611 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 

entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the "OFF" position, 

check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 

If the wiring appears all right, retrip the breaker to the "ON" 

position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 

to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 

phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 

— 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 

the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 

and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611, or 800-833-2611. 

These numbers are monitored around the clock to accept your 

emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 

location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 

information requested. 
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™E SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Your Cooperative operates and main¬ 
tains more than 3,000 miles of distribu¬ 
tion line throughout 2,245 square miles 
of service area. Consequently from time 
to time one section of our service area 
may be hit by a severe storm while other 
areas are unaffected; therefore, mem¬ 
bers who experience outages are en¬ 
couraged to report them as soon as 
possible. 

We have installed a new toll free 
outage reporting number of 800/ 
833-2611 to make it easier for you to 
contact us. Sometimes, however, hun¬ 
dreds of members are trying to contact 
us at the same time, resulting in a busy 
signal for some of our callers. If you get 
a busy signal, please try again. Addi¬ 
tional employees are called into the 
Eldorado office to answer incoming 
calls when severe outages occur. 

Your calls help us to determine the 
severity of each storm and therefore 
alert us to the need for extra personnel. 
When reporting an outage, please have 
your location number available if pos¬ 

sible. This information enables us to 
identify the caller to a specific location, 
which is important since some of our 
members have identical names and 
many have more than one account. The 

number is located in the lower right of 
your record keeping envelope, just 

below your name and address. If you 
don’t have the number, we can look it 
up for you but this results in our phone 
lines being tied up longer than neces¬ 
sary while other members are waiting. 

Prior to calling the Cooperative, we 
suggest that you check your own fuses 
to see if they have blown. If you have 
breakers, check them to see if they are 
in the “on” position an don’t forget 
some members have breakers on meter 
poles, as well as in their home. 
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Bob Hardin and his mini-museum 

Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative members are an 
interesting and varied bunch. 
They’re talented, creative, resource¬ 
ful, and many have an entrepre¬ 
neurial bent that just won’t quit. 
Many have fascinating hobbies or 
have done interesting things. Some 
have helped others in desperate 
situations. 

We’ve written stories about 
several of them, so you could 
vicariously enjoy the variety of 
interests. We’ve told you about our 
visit with Lee and Joyce Ashby, 
retired schoolteachers who live near 
Golconda, and told you about their 
diversified operation involving a 
Christmas tree farm, nature trails, 
shiitake mushrooms and other 
interests, and about Scott Miller, a 
young Rosiclare baseball player. 

Tim Grounds of Johnston City, 
1988 World Champion goose caller, 
was featured, and so was Betsy 
Modglin and P.R.I.D.E., an Ullin- 
based organization that’s pro¬ 
moting tourism and economic 
development in the seven southern¬ 

most counties of Illinois. We also 
did a squib about Stephanie Brown, 
executive director of the Illinois 
Christmas Tree Growers’ Associa¬ 

tion and a forester and director of 
the Illinois Forest Resource Center, 
next door to the Dixon Springs 
Agricultural Center, in Pope 
County. We did a lengthy piece 
some time ago about Shannon 
Stewart of Galatia, who built a high- 
stepping Vari-Eze airplane from 
scratch, and we featured Bob 
Hardin of Elizabethtown and his 
Southern Illinois-boosting fluorspar 

Debbie Whitlach with daughter 
Elise 

mini-museum. The story was later 
used as a cover feature for the 
REN. Bob’s got a small permanent 
museum in the works now, too. 

We highlighted the activities of 
Evan Pickard of Akin, the grave 
witcher who’s trying to locate for¬ 
gotten cemeteries so they can be 
mapped, and we went to talk to 
M. Norris Webb of Frisco, who owns 
and operates the Frisco Game 
Preserve. That story, too, became a 
cover feature. We had a story on 

Betsy Manning with sons Eric, left, 
and Shawn 

Interesting 
Betsy Manning of Galatia, who was 
one of Norman Rockwell’s favorite 
models during her childhood in 
Stockbridge, Massachusetts. Look 
for her in this month’s REN, too. 

While many of our stories deal 
with hobbies that raged out of con¬ 
trol and turned into sideline or full¬ 
time businesses, there are other 
things going on, too. We did a story 
not long ago about three SEIEC 
employees—and members—who 
rescued a Karber’s Ridge woman 
from her wrecked car on Christmas 

day, and who may well have saved 
her life. 

Just a month or so ago, we 
dropped in on Debbie and Fred 
Whidach of West Frankfort and did 
a short story on Whit’s End, a 
growing business in which Debbie 
sends numerous humorous birth¬ 
day barbs to people heading “over 
the hill,” or already there, for that 

Oe 

John and Linda Roth and th 

Susie Cox, David Rash and Gilbert 
rescuers 

matter. Fred, a dentist, does the 

drawings. Look for them soon, in 
color, in the main body of the REN. 

We featured employee Larry 
Mitchell, who’s refereed basketball 
games for more than 25 years, and 

Dave White, another employee, who 
breathed new life into a worn-out 
1946 Dodge pickup, to drive back 
and forth to work. We had the good 
fortune to do a story on Natalie 
Palmer of Vienna, the 1988 Illinois 
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IcCuan readies a shotgun Stephanie Brown takes 
a call 

Betsy Modglin, SouthernMost 
Illinois booster 

Larry Mitchell, 
basketball referee 

Left to right: Mildred Martin, Eva Watson, Mabel Stannard 
and Mildred McCormick, historians. 

ople needed 

car Tim Grounds, goose caller 
Natalie Palmer, 

1988 rodeo queen 

High School Rodeo Queen, and we 
did a write-up on John and Linda 
Roth and their beautiful 1970 
Chevelle SS 396, too. 

Another story dealt with the 
“Trail of Tears” commemorative 
wagon train, and we penned one 
about the Pope Countians who, 
burned out of their museum, com¬ 
pleted a stem winder of a county 
history, anyway. We profiled Jim 
McCuan and his Midwest Shooting 

Sports, Ltd., which is just northeast 
of Corinth. Jim’s into “sporting 
clays,” a form of wingshooting that’s 
more realistic than trap or skeet. 

And we did a piece on employee 
David Douglas—or “Shoo-bear”— 
and his hiking trips into the 
Rockies. 

What we’re driving at is that, 
although we’ve profiled dozens of 
our members over the years, we’d 
like to do more. If you have a hobby 

or pastime or interest or sideline 
business you think would be in¬ 
teresting to our members, or if you 
know a member who does, please 
call us at the co-op, and we’ll get in 
touch. It’s a fairly painless process, 
and doesn’t cost you anything. If 
you call our toll-free number, even 
the phone call’s free. We’re at 
1-800-833-2611. Call us. We’ll be 
glad you did! 
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New director profile: James J. Scherrer 

Jamie Scherrer 

James J. “Jamie” Scherrer, 37, 
of Shawneetown, is SEIEC’s 
newest director. He was ap¬ 

pointed by the board of directors 
to complete the unexpired term 
of the late Kenneth G. Rich, also 
of Shawneetown. 

Bom in Shawneetown, Scherrer 
attended schools there and at¬ 
tended Southeastern Illinois 
College after graduating from 
Shawneetown High School. He 
has an AS degree in applied 
science. He’s been in sales for 16 
years, having grown up in the 
business. He is a third-generation 
farm equipment salesman. His 
grandfather started a dealership 
in Old Shawneetown in 1941, 
moved it to Ridgway in 1945, 
moved it to Eldorado in 1955, 
and back to Ridgway 20 years 

later. 
Scherrer farms, is an auc¬ 

tioneer, and sold federal crop 
insurance for several years. He is 
a member of the Illinois State 
Auctioneers Association, Illinois 
Farm Bureau, Gallatin County 
4-H Youth Council and the 
Knights of Columbus. An avid 
horseman, he used to do some 
barrel racing on quarter horses, 
but now limits himself to calling 
at such events. “There are people 
who can ride ’em and people 
who talk about it,” he says with 
a chuckle, “and I always tell 
everybody where I’m sitting.” 

He’s a member of the American 
Quarter Horse Association. 

Outage Map 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 

entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 

in the "ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the "OFF” position, 

check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 

If the wiring appears all right, retrip the breaker to the "ON" 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 

to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 

phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 

- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 

the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 

and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611, or 800-833-2611. 

These numbers are monitored around the clock to accept your 
emergencyloutage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 

location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 

information requested. 

Call toll-free 800-833-2611 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

On August the 7th, Southeastern held 
its 52nd Annual Meeting. This was my 
first meeting as your manager and I was 
very pleased that 799 members regis¬ 
tered and attended. I understand that 
your time is valuable. I also understand 
that many of you could not come 
because of other commitments; how¬ 
ever, we appreciate the continued sup¬ 
port of those who were able to attend, 
and especially appreciate the special 
efforts made by some who required 
assistance getting into the building. We 
plan to offer a tram or bus service at our 
next meeting to make things easier for 
you to get from the parking lot. 

In my address to the membership, I 
commented on several differences 
between electric cooperatives and 
investor owned utilities, and I com¬ 
mented on the 52 years of effort by our 
employees and Trustees which had con¬ 
tributed to the success of your Coopera¬ 
tive. I did not, however, credit those 
pioneer members, who in the late 1930’s 
had the initiative to form your coopera¬ 
tive and to do for themselves what 
they could not get the investor owned 

utilities to do: extend electrical service 
into rural Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, 

Hardin, Johnson, Massac, Perry, Pope, 
Saline, White, and Williamson counties. 
These pioneers labored for countless 

hours to achieve their goal. Some of 
these individuals were with us Tuesday 
evening, some would have been were 
they physically able, and some have 
passed on. These individuals gave us a 
lot to establish your cooperative and 
after they received their electric service 
they were pleased to give up a lot more. 
They were pleased to give up: wash¬ 
boards, outhouses, wells with hand 
pumps, kerosene lamps, wood-cooking 
stoves, gasoline powered washing 
machines, stove heated irons, hand- 
operated vacuums, and solar heated 
baths in a #2 wash tub. 

To these individuals and to other 
members who over the course of years 
have contributed to the progress of this 
Cooperative by providing rights-of-way, 
cutting trees and occasionally pulling 
our trucks from ditches and through 
snow, we express our sincere gratitude. 
Thank you. 
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Part of the crowd. As usual, the meeting was well-attended, with nearly 800 members 

Linda Berlin of Shawneetown, center, won the grand 
prize, a color TV. She's pictured with SEIEC's Greg 
Cruse and her daughter, Sudie. 
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SEIEC's Ray Harbison and 
Becky Cadle drew attendance 
prizes. 

Interested members foil 
the financial report duri 
the meeting. 



Ramsey 

Cummins 

Richardson 

EC employee Donna Russell was one of 
eral hundred who took the blood pressure 

Annual meeting 
The 800 Southeastern members 

who attended the annual meeting 
last month heard some good news. 
They learned that SEIEC had 
enjoyed a good year, and that no 
rate increase is expected this year. 
But they were reminded that trou¬ 
ble may lay in the future. 

“We are very concerned about 
the pending clean air legislation 
and its effect on our local economy,” 
said James M. “Mick” Cummins, 
manager, “since our power sup¬ 
plier, Southern Illinois Power 
Co-Operative, or SIPC, burns only 
locally produced coal, and the 
legislation will affect that usage.” 

He added that Southern Illinois 
coal, which is relatively high in 
sulfur content, does cause some 
emissions, and that SEIEC is, along 
with its sister cooperatives, looking 
for a solution to the problem. 

“While we are for clean air and 
support a serious, common-sense 
approach to the problem, we can¬ 
not support legislation that calls for 
a reduction in emissions for our 
state and allows for an increase in 
those same emissions for other 
states,” he stressed. 

Cummins noted that SIPC, which 

is owned by SEIEC, Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative, Dongola, 
and Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association, Steeleville, is pro¬ 
viding leadership in clean coal 
technology. 

“SIPC has entered into a project 
with the TransAlta Corporation and 
others to modify the combustion 
process of one of its 33-megawatt 
units. If this proves successful,” he 
said, “it will allow us and other 
utilities to continue to burn locally 
produced coal and still meet or 
exceed the proposed clean air 
standards.” 

On more “close-to-home” mat¬ 
ters, Cummins reported that the 
co-op had replaced 1,618 poles in 
1989, had extended service to 381 
new members, had upgraded or 
revamped services for 299 members 
and had installed 746 security lights. 
The co-op also built 56.4 miles of 
new line. 

W.S. Richardson of Ewing, presi¬ 
dent, noted that the 1990s will be a 
time of change and challenge for 
the member-owned utility, but that 
such changes are not new. 

“The founders of SEIEC were 
challenged in the 1930s to bring 

Three area men who were reelected to the board of directors of 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative are pictured with James M. 
“Mick” Cummins, manager of the member-owned utility. From left are 
Robert Tiberend of Benton, Neil Soward of Rosiclare, Bill Cadle of Marion 
and Cummins. The men were elected at the cooperative's annual meeting 
Tuesday, August 7, at Southeastern Illinois College. 
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central station electric service to our 
rural service territory. They met 
that challenge, and the quality of 
life in rural areas was better for it. 

“In the late 1960s,” he continued, 
“the leaders of the three southern¬ 
most cooperatives founded the 
power cooperative and built the 
generating plant near Marion, 
and the Lake of Egypt, which was 
needed to provide cooling water. 
They had to build the plant because 
the investor-owned utilities were 
raising their wholesale rates so high, 
and insisting on so many restric¬ 
tions, that the co-ops couldn’t see 
their way clear to keep buying elec¬ 
tricity from them.” 

He added that the three-unit 
plant worked fine until the 1970s, 
when it became necessary to build 
a new one to supply more capacity. 
The cost of that plant, along with 
skyrocketing coal prices, caused 
rates to soar for the first half of the 
1980s, at a time when much of 
Southern Illinois’ economy was in 
a severe slump anyway. 

“As the ‘80s came to a close, we 
had again achieved rate stability 

and our rural economy was again 
on the upswing,” he said. 

Richardson stressed that one of 
the greatest challenges facing the 
electric utilities in the 1990s will be 
coping with amendments to the 
Clean Air Act that will be con¬ 
sidered by Congress. 

“We are concerned that in the 
rush to deal with so-called acid rain 
in the northeastern part of the 
United States, Midwest utilities will 
have to bear an unfair burden, and 
that the restrictions on burning 
high-sulfur coal will break the back 
of the Illinois Coal industry,” he 
said. 

Richardson added that SEIEC is 
working to improve the area’s 
economy, and will continue those 
efforts. “You can look for your 
cooperative to be a positive force in 
our community, working with other 
agencies to foster economic de¬ 
velopment, to provide jobs for 
our members, and to improve the 
quality of life for all members of our 
service territory,” he said. 

David Ramsey of Omaha, secretary- 
treasurer, reiterated that 1989 had 

been a prosperous year for the 
cooperative, although net margins 
were slightly less than for last year. 
“Our operating revenue and pat¬ 
ronage capital came to $30,589,606 
last year, as compared to $29,036,047 
the year before,” he said, adding, 
“our total operating expenses were 
$28,768,535 last year, or $1,203,229 
more than the year before. Our 
net margins this year came to 
$3,620,637, or $20,681 less than for 
1988. We paid out $373,070 in 
taxes,” he added. 

During the business meeting, 
members reelected three area men 
to the co-op’s governing board, they 
were Robert Tiberend of Benton, 
Bill Cadle of Marion and Neil 
Soward of Rosiclare. After the 
meeting the board met in reorgani- 
zational session and elected Roy D. 
Wise of Harrisburg president, 
Victor G. Knight of McLeansboro 
vice president and Ramsey, secretary- 
treasurer. 

Linda Berlin of Shawneetown 
was the grand prize winner. She 
took home a color television. 

Outage Map 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 

entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 

in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the “OFF" position, 

check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 

If the wiring appears all right, retrip the breaker to the "ON" 

position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 

to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 

phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 

- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 

the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 

and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611, or 800-833-2611. 

These numbers are monitored around the clock to accept your 

emergencyfoutage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 

location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 

information requested. 

Call toll-free 800-833-2611 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

For some time now I have been com¬ 
menting on the differences between 
your Cooperative and the investor- 
owned utilities. When investor-owned 
utilities (lOU’s) are able to reduce cost, 
profits are increased to their stock¬ 
holders. When cooperatives are able to 
reduce cost, the savings are shared by 
each member-owner through the capital 
credit allocation system which provides 
that the margins produced in any given 
fiscal year be allocated to the member’s 
account for that respective period. 
These funds are used as operating 
capital by the Cooperative and are 
returned to the member periodically. 
Over 1,670,000 dollars were returned to 

^^5 
Southeastern’s members in 1988 and 
1989. One way to reduce our operating 
cost is to improve our “load factor.” 
Since I will be using this term in future 

communications, I will attempt to 
define it. In electrical terms, “load” 
refers to the demand that a member 

places on the Cooperative’s electrical 
supply system; “factor” simply means 
the relationship between the maximum 
demand a member puts on the system 
and the normal demand he places on it. 
These maximum and normal figures are 
then multiplied by the number of hours 
in a month. For example: A member 
who places a demand of 5 kilowatts on 
the system for a time period of 24 hours 
for one month would use 3,650 kilowatt 

(5 KW x 730 hours) hours for the period 
and would establish a load factor of 100 
percent. Since none of us have this type 
of usage pattern, it would be more likely 
that this member would usev 1,825 

kilowatt-hours in a given month which 
would equate to a 50 percent load fac¬ 
tor (1,825 kwh’s/3,650 kwh’s). 

The wholesale rate that your Coop¬ 
erative pays for energy is determined by 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Jerry and Julie Stafford with some of their work 

Family taxidermy shop 

Forms and completed heads 

There are several deer herds in 
Southeastern Illinois, and Jerry and 
Julie Stafford have a couple of 
them. The Staffords, who live near 
Grantsburg, have a taxidermy 
shop—Deer Run Taxidermy—in 

Reevesville, and there are probably 
50 or so deer there at any given 
time, most of them mounted on a 
wall. 

And they have a small herd, some 
11 living deer, at their home. “We 

study them,” Jerry says, “so we can 
do a better job in the taxidermy 
business. It helps a lot to watch 
them.” 

Julie, who’s from nearby Ozark, 
adds with a laugh that it’s kind of 

Julie displays one of her ribbons 
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nice to have them around too, 
partly because they’re so pretty. 

Jerry, who works at the nearby 
correctional center, notes that 
he’s been involved in hunting and 
trapping nearly all his life. “I grew 
up down around here,” he says, 
“and my dad always took me 
hunting and fishing with him, for 
about as long as I can remember. 

“When I was just a little kid he 
taught me to clean and skin ani¬ 
mals, and it wasn’t long before I 
started trying to stuff them. I’ve got 
some pretty bad taxidermy speci¬ 
mens up in the attic,” he says with 
a grin, “but I finally learned to do 
it right.” 

In addition to Jerry’s job, the 
Staffords ran a small store in 
Reevesville, which they’ve since 
turned into a taxidermy shop and 
showcase. They’re now in the pro¬ 
cess of moving the whole operation 
into their home, where they hope to 
stay. “It’ll make things easier,” Jerry 
says. 

A couple of years ago, Jerry 
started teaching Julie the basics of 
the taxidermy business, and quips 
that he may have created a monster. 
“She does about all the deer now,” 
he says, “and she likes to enter com¬ 

petitions. There was an interna¬ 
tional competition up in Beloit, 
Wisconsin, and she really wanted to 

g°- 
“We went,” he continues, “and 

the competition was really tough, 
but she came back with five red rib¬ 
bons. We were really pleased.” A 
state competition in Decatur pro¬ 
duced a first-place ribbon, he adds. 

They’ve arrived at a division of 
labor in the business, they note, 
based largely on preference. He 
does fish and birds and small 
animals, while Julie works on the 
deer. “I skin out some of the birds 
for him,” Julie says, “but I don’t 
really enjoy working with them all 
that much.” 

The kids, while young, offer a sur¬ 
prising amount of help. Son Josh is 
five, and daughter Jerrah is three. 
“They fetch stuff for us,” laughs 
Julie, who needs a fair amount of 
fetching to take care of the 180 or 
so deer the shop will process in a 
good year. 

They note that while deer, fish 
and birds make up a goodly chunk 
of their workload, they work with 
other animals, too. A huge elk 
graces their wall. “Probably from 
Colorado or Oregon,” Jerry says, 

and there are foxes, coyotes and 
squirrels there, too. 

Jerry does the woodwork, such as 
plaques and frames, andjulie makes 
the needed rocks—out of urethane 
foam. “They’re an important part of 
taxidertny now,” she says, adding 
that while many people just have a 
deer head mounted on a nice piece 
of wood, others want their animals 
in a “habitat,” or a simulation of 
their natural surroundings. It was 
one of Julie’s deer habitats, in fact, 
that brought home a red ribbon 
from Beloit and a blue one from 
Decatur. 

“We work with our customers as 
much as we can,” Julie says, “to 
make sure the pieces we turn out 
are both natural-looking and what 
they want. If the piece looks really 
good in somebody’s home, we’ll 
look good, too.” 

The Staffords are busy putting 
the finishing touches on an 8-by- 
12-foot sign to put up out near 
Highway 146, about six miles east of 
Vienna, so people looking for 
award-winning taxidermy can find 
the place easier. Naturally, they’re 
painting it themselves. If you’re 
down that way, be sure to look for it! 

Julie, Josh and Jerrah pet one of the family deer 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
load factor. The higher the load fac¬ 
tor, the lower the wholesale pur¬ 
chase price. Users who place a large 
demand on the system for short 
time periods contribute to lower 
load factors, while users who, more 
or less, maintain a constant demand 
on the system contribute to a high 
load factor. 

There is a new development in 
the heating and air conditioning 
market which will not only improve 
load factor but will reduce your 
heating and cooling cost as well. 
This development is known as the 
ground water heat pump and it has 
several advantages as follows: 

1. Extraordinary energy savings— 
up to 70 percent 

2. Ground water heat pumps do 
not require a defrost cycle (typically 
the defrosting cycle has been a 
problem source of air-to-air heat 
pumps) 

3. There is no outdoor unit so the 
noise problem normally associated 
with air conditioners and heat 
pumps is eliminated (the outdoor 
unit has been a problem source 
with air-to-air heat pumps). 

4. The amount of backup resis¬ 
tance strip heat is reduced, as well 
as the amount of time it is required 
to operate. 

5. All mechanical equipment is 
located indoors which makes ser¬ 
vicing more convenient. 

6. The system provides year- 
around comfort air conditioning, as 
well as heating. In addition, it pro¬ 
vides a substantial amount of the 
hot water requirements of the 
average family. 

7. There is no combustion; 
therefore, no gases are used or pro¬ 
duced inside the home and no flues 
or chimneys are required. 

8. Performance of the system 
is not affected by extreme tem¬ 

perature variations. 
9. The system is all-electric; no 

other fuels are required. 
10. The system is more expensive 

than an air-to-air heat pump; 
however, there is a rapid payback 
due to the energy savings involved. 

Upon reviewing the records of 
two homes on Southeastern’s sys¬ 
tem with 4,000 square feet of living 
area each, we found their average 
kilowatt usage to be 2,560 monthly, 
which equates to $169.47 per month 
for their total electrical usage 
including heating and cooling costs. 

As you can see, these energy costs 
are very reasonable, especially when 
considering that a 4,000 square foot 
home is considerably larger than 
average. If you are interested in the 
system and would like more infor¬ 
mation, please contact us by phon¬ 
ing 1-800-833-2611. 

Outage Map 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 

entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the "OFF” position, 

check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 

If the wiring appears all right, retrip the breaker to the "ON" 

position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 

to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 

phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 

- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 

the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 

and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611, or 800-833-2611. 

These numbers are monitored around the clock to accept your 

emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 

location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 

information requested. 

Call toll-free 800-833-2611 
12d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/October 1990 



r^ 
co 

THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

There has been a lot of advertising 
lately about how safe and clean gas heat 
is. The facts, however, speak for them¬ 
selves; electricity is the cleanest and 
safest method of space and water 
heating available today. With electricity 
there are no open flames inside your 
home, therefore, there is no need for 
additional chimneys or flues to vent 
dangerous fumes. The wiring in a 
modern home is protected by protective 
devices known as breakers which are 
designed to sense &n overloaded circuit 
and interrupt the power supply to the 
faulted appliance. Your Cooperative’s 
lines are protected by similar devices 
that are designed to sense temporary 
and permanent faults (trees on line, line 
on ground, etc.) and isolate the faulted 
line segment. 

It is true that the newer gas furnaces 
have efficiency ratings as high as 96 per¬ 
cent; however, conventional heat pumps 
are 200 percent efficient and the newer 
ground source heat pumps are between 
300 and 400 percent efficient with units 
on the drawing board that are 500 per¬ 
cent efficient. 

Over 56 percent of all electricity 
generated in the United States comes 
from coal, America’s most reliable and 
abundant supply of fossil fuel. Your 
Cooperative distributes electrical 
energy that is produced from locally 

mined coal which means that we are not 
dependent on imported fuels that are 
often subject to the whims of foreign 
leaders. 

In addition, your Cooperative has 
been in the business of distributing elec¬ 
trical energy throughout rural South¬ 
eastern Illinois since the 1940’s and we 
were here in the early 1970’s when 
natural gas was not available to anyone 
and to become a new propane customer 
required being placed on a waiting list. 

Despite the gloom and dbom predic¬ 
tions of a dwindling national gas sup¬ 
ply in those days, the gas folks are now 
spending thousands of dollars on adver¬ 
tisements in an attempt to entice new 
customers. 

The facts are on our side; electricity 
is clean, safe, efficient and reliable. 
Need we say more? If so give us a call, 
we have more information that we will 
share with you. 
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Lowell Edwards is pictured with a couple of the cutting boards he has made, and part of his kitchen full of 
solid red oak cabinets. The object on the countertop at right is a two-sided picture frame. 

Lowell Edwards— 
chips are deer to his heart 

Lowell Edwards is in the chips— 

literally. Lowell, who lives near 

Pankeyville, has asked Southeastern 

tree trimming crews to drop off 

wood chips at his place. As our 

crews trim trees away from lines to 

prevent future outages, they run 

them through a machine that chops 

them into fairly fine chips. 

It’s not uncommon for members 

to ask for such chips, and when we 

can, we provide them. They’re good 

for mulching, and some kinds are 

good for livestock bedding. 

But that’s not what Lowell does 
with his. He saws them into tiny 

figures. 
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A dime dwarfs three of Lowell's 
deer. 

12b 

“I’ve been a woodworker for 

years,” the insurance man says, “and 

I love wood. I spend a lot of time 

in my shop working with it.” 

For a long time, he did cabinet 

making and that kind of thing, then 

a friend from McLeansboro, Jim 

Combs, got him interested in 

making miniatures—or perhaps 

micros. 

“I’ve got to give credit to Jim for 

all I know,” Lowell says, “because I 

got my start from him, and I’m still 

learning from him. We have kind of 

a running contest going, to see who 

can come up with the tiniest recog¬ 

nizable figure.” 



mi 

A miniscule deer takes shape on the table of Lowell's 
jigsaw. 

K 

jisplays a piece of veneer he fabricated in his home- Lowell displays a trivet/roll basket. The main part of 
;uum press, which uses a car air conditioner compressor the basket is made from a single piece of wood, cut 

Ind). in spiral fashion with a fine blade. 

Lowell does a good part of his 
work on a jigsaw that doesn’t look 
especially unusual, except that the 
blade is about as thick as a horse 
hair. 

“I can cut tiny figures,” he says, 
“but Jim goes one step farther. He 
preps them and his wife paints 
them. They do some really exquisite 

work. We all go over to Ohio Valley 
Woodworkers Guild in Evansville, 
and exhibit our work. The guild is 
made up of all kinds of people 
who’re interested in fine woodwork¬ 
ing, not just making miniatures.” 

Fine woodworking, in fact, takes 
up a lot of Lowell’s time—during 

the winter. “I don’t get into the shop 
much when the weather’s nice,” he 
says with a smile, “because I enjoy 
spending so much time gardening 
and being outdoors. 

“When it gets dark early and it’s 
cold outside, though,” he says, 
“things are different. I spend a lot 
of time in my shop, where it’s well 

lighted and warm.” 
Woodworking isn’t all he does. 

He has built a vacuum machine that 
enables him to make fine veneers 
from woods that would be too 

expensive to use as solid pieces. “I 
made the machine from an old air 
conditioner compressor from a car. 

and it works really well,” he says. 
Lowell has made an entire kit¬ 

chen full of cabinets from solid red 
oak, and notes that this winter will 
see the addition of matching wain¬ 
scoting to the kitchen, if all goes as 
planned. 

“It’s kind of funny that people get 
so excited about solid woods,” he 

says, “and I do, too. I just love them. 
The fact of the matter is, though, 
that a good, high-quality veneer on 
particle board is more stable. Even 
so, you can’t deny the appeal of 
good, solid hardwood.” 

And his chip carvings have a fair 
amount of appeal, too. 
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Earthquake preparedness tips 
As the time nears for the pre¬ 

dicted shift in the New Madrid 
Fault, which underlies parts of 
Southeast Missouri and Southern 
Illinois, many people in the area are 
beginning to feel more jittery than 
the ground under them. 

We are not firmly convinced that 
anyone can predict an earthquake 
to the day, but you might want to do 
some preparation, just to be on the 
safe side. We’re listing tips that will 
help you prepare for the shakes that 
may come fairly soon. 

Most of what we’re suggesting are 
quick, simple things you can do 
right away, without going to a great 
deal of expense. As time goes by 
and as the risk increases, you may 
want to do more, and we’ll go into 
more elaborate preparations in 
later issues. Here are a few quick 
ideas gleaned from earthquake 
preparedness manuals: 

• Check with your insurance 
agent. Most homeowners’ policies 
don’t cover earthquake damage, 
and coverage isn’t very expensive. 

• Have food and water for at 
least three days for every person in 
the family. Food should be canned 
or otherwise easily storable, but 
need not be exotic backpacking or 
camping stuff. Under stress, you’ll 
be more comfortable with the 
familiar. Some experts recommend 
storing food, water, a flashlight, 
spare batteries, blankets and a first- 
aid kit in large plastic trash con¬ 
tainers that are kept in a safe place. 

• Store a campstove and lantern, 
and extra fuel. You may need to 
cook and keep warm. A gasoline 
stove and siphon hose would be 
handy, and you could use the 
hose—carefully—to get gas from 
your car, if necessary. 

• Have an A-B-C fire extin¬ 
guisher handy and know how to use 
it. 

• Have a stock of extra medica¬ 
tions if you need special medicines. 

• Use a steel strap to strap your 
water heater to a wall. Some recom¬ 
mend two straps, top and bottom, 
fastened to studs with 3/16 inch 

x 3 inch lag screws. 
• If you have a gas water heater 

(we hope you don’t) you may want 
to use a flexible gas pipe leading in 
to it. This applies to gas cook- 
stoves, too (Note that some building 
codes prohibit flex piping, and act 
accordingly). 

• Secure tall shelves to the wall, 
near the top, to keep them from 
falling over on you. Put heavy 
items—and those that are fragile or 
have great sentimental value—on 
lower shelves. You may want to add 
a “lip” to the bottom of each shelf 
to keep things from falling off. 

• Learn where your utility shut¬ 
offs are. If you smell gas, you’ll need 
to shut it off. If you have broken 
water pipes, you’ll need to shut 
them off, too. Note that if a wrench 
or other tool is needed, you should 
have one handy. 

For more information, contact 
the Illinois Emergency Services and 
Disaster Agency, Division of Plan¬ 
ning and Analysis, 110 East Adams, 
Springfield, IL 62706. 

Outage Map 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the "OFF" position, 
check ail wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears all right, retrip the breaker to the "ON" 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 
and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611, or 800-833-2611. 
These numbers are monitored around the clock to accept your 
emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 
location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 
information requested. 

Call toll-free 800-833-2611 
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Look on page 12d for manager's comments 
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John feeds marshmallows to a 
couple of his bears: the herd is 
made up of Roseanne, Mandy, 
Jane and Barney. 

The bear facts 

12b 

When the hog business fell into 
a bear market, John Rister went 
ape—over dogs. If that seems a lit¬ 
tle confusing, take heart—it gets 
worse. 

It turns out that John, who has a 
farming operation southeast of thing better, but I still farm corn, 
Omaha, had “enjoyed” his best year beans and wheat.” 
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in hogs, having cleared about a 
dollar a head in return for his 
efforts. 

“I figured a few bad years might 
wipe me out,” he says with a laugh, 
“so I decided Fd try to find some- 



He decided that dogs might be 
better, and apes and bears, too. His 
dog operation now consists of some 
60 breeding dogs, which produce 
herds of puppies for the pet trade. 
At one time, he had 200, but it 
proved to be a bit much. “The 
inspectors will drive you crazy if 
you have very many dogs,” he 
remarks, “but at one time, I was 
selling puppies in California and 
New York, and everywhere in 
between. 

The Risters keep a few pets 
for themselves, too. One, a black 

Pekingese named Cricket, “Is the 
boss around here,” notes Mrs. 
Rister. Cricket’s domination of the 
household came about by accident, 
Sharon notes, and was the result of 
what you might call a “product 
recall.” 

“We sold her to a friend when 
she was just a tiny thing,” Sharon 
recalls, “and they came and got her 
when she was ready to go. After a 
while, they noticed that there was 
something wrong with her—she 

walked kind of funny sometimes— 
and they took her to a vet. He said 
she had shallow hip sockets and 
would never get better. He recom¬ 
mended that they have her put to 
sleep. 

“Well, they didn’t want to do that, 
so they kept her for a while. When 
we heard about it, we told them to 
bring her back and we’d give them 
another one. They said they didn’t 
want to do that if we’d just have her 
put to sleep anyway, and we assured 
them that we wouldn’t do that. They 
took another pup and went home 
happy.” 

As it turned out, Cricket stayed 
around, “walking funny” some¬ 
times, and worked her way into 
their hearts. Babette, a boxer, is also 
a favorite. 

With the dog business enjoying a 
bull market, John had an oppor¬ 
tunity to add primates to his 
menagerie, so he “went ape” with 
the purchase of some baboons, 
which were fun and interesting, but 
proved to be even more of a prob¬ 
lem with inspectors. They sold off 
the baboons, and their only primate 
at the moment is a Spider monkey 
named Colby. “It’s hard to believe 

John and Colby enjoy a morning 
outing. 

how many people want monkeys,” 
John says, “and the market for them 
is really booming. A monkey that 
will wear clothes is worth $500- 
$1,000 more than one that won’t, 
and there is a demand for those that 
can use silverware, and things like 
that.” 

Roseanne B’ar lives in an en¬ 
closure behind the house, and there 
are several other bears there, too. 
Jane, Mandy and Barney round out 
the Rister bear herd. “I often name 
our animals after celebrities,” 
Sharon says, adding that Colby is 
named after a character in an 
evening soap opera. 

f 

Surprisingly, most of the bears 
are not from some distant, exotic 
location. Barney is from McLeans- 
boro, Jane is from Carmi, and 
Roseanne and Mandy are from 
Wisconsin. 

Under the proper circumstances, 
John says, bears will breed annually 
and produce from two to four cubs 
each. “They’re born in the winter,” 
he says, “and they each weigh about 
six ounces. We’ll need to bottle feed 
them. If you raise the cubs on a bot¬ 
tle, the mothers will bear every year. 
If you let them nurse, it’s every 
other year. 

“There’s a pretty good market for 
bear cubs,” he adds, “and we hope 
to produce for that market.” 

Another Rister project involves 

John stuffs a stuffed animal into a 
balloon. 

Sharon and Babette. The boxer and 
a Pekingese named Cricket are 
family favorites. 

animals, but not real ones. They 
have a vacuum machine that en¬ 
ables them to put stuffed animals— 
teddy bears and the like—into 
balloons. “Kids love them,” John 
says. 

They also sell dog food, even 
though they don’t work like mad at 

that venture. “I use the Nunn Better 
brand for my dogs,” he says, “and 
I buy it a ton at a time. I sell it to 

a few friends, and a ton will usually 
last me about 45 days. I board dogs, 
too, and that’s what I feed them.” 

While many farmers have diver¬ 
sified over the last decade or so, 
few have gone to the diversity the 
Risters have. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/December 1990 12c 



General Manager’s Comments 
James M. “Mick” Cummins 

Several years ago, about the time of the 
first energy crisis, I had an opportunity to 
listen to Dr. William Boast, who at that time 
was challenging various groups across the 
country to respond to the energy crisis by 
becoming “as smart as a cockroach” and 
adapting to an environment in which 
America was no longer dependent on 
imported oil. 

He did not advocate strict conservation, but 
instead challenged our government leaders to 
discover new energy sources to spur develop¬ 
ment and jobs within our country. He pro¬ 
ceeded to comment on the dinosaurs that 
roamed the earth years ago living an easy 
life in the vast swamps that were predomi¬ 
nant in that era. He noted that the dinosaurs 
were dependent on the swamps for their 
survival, and even when it became obvious 
that the swamps were drying up, the dino¬ 
saur refused to change and consequently 
became extinct. The cockroach, however, 
who lived at the same time, learned to adapt 
and has survived to this day. 

It appears that America’s energy policy 
has evolved into a dinosaur, refusing to 
change and refusing to recognize that the 
“swamp of foreign oil” can dry up at any 
time. 

America has an abundance of energy, in 

the form of coal, much of which is located 
in Southern Illinois. Most of this local coal 
is high in sulfur, and under the recently 
passed Clean Air Act changes, it will be sub¬ 
ject to a massive reduction in sulfate emis¬ 
sions if it is to be used as a future energy 
source. Sulfur dioxide emissions will be 
capped at 8.9 million tons annually by the 
year 2000, about half of the current annual 
emissions level. The projected cost of 
removing these emissions at coal-burning 
power plants could top 6 billion dollars 
annually; hopefully such enormous expen¬ 
ditures will be accompanied by a cor¬ 
responding decrease in foreign energy 
dependency, although according to my 
information the latter was not a considera¬ 
tion in the bill’s passage. Maybe it should 
have been. 

Recently I caught a television news pro¬ 
gram that featured an elderly gentleman 
who had converted his 60’s vintage pickup 
truck to run on hydrogen, and the kicker was 
that he was manufacturing his own hydrogen 
in his garage from salt water and electric cur¬ 
rent. May be with a few more “cockroaches” 
working at adapting, America will free 
herself from bondage to foreign energy 
moguls and return to the energy indepen¬ 
dence she once enjoyed. 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the "OFF" position, 
check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears all right, retrip the breaker to the "ON" 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 
and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611, or 800-833-2611. 
These numbers are monitored around the clock to accept your 
emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 
location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 
information requested. 

Outage Map * Call toll-free 800-833-2611 
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