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SI EC sponsors essay contest 
If you are a high school junior 

and attend classes at Anna- 
Jonesboro, Century, Cobden, 
Dongola, Egyptian, Goreville, Jop¬ 
pa, Meridian, Metropolis, Shawnee 
or Vienna high schools, you can win 
a week-long trip to Washington, 
D.C., June 16-23 on the Rural Elec¬ 
tric Youth Tour! 

1988 marked the 25th year of 
sponsorship by Southern Illinois 
Electric of the Rural Electric Youth 
Tour, which since 1964 has allowed 
many area students to be among 
25,000 students from rural high 
schools all across the country to visit 
Washington, D.C. 

The program grew out of a sug¬ 
gestion in 1957 by then-Senator 
Lyndon B. Johnson, who urged 
“sending youngsters to the national 
capital where they can actually see 
what the flag stands for and 
represents.” Later he would greet 
the students as President of the 
United States. 

In June of 1989 approximately 
1,200 students from 38 states will 
spend a week in Washington. They 
will meet and visit with the 
members of the Illinois Congres¬ 
sional delegation, visit the White 
House, tour the city’s historical 
monuments, attend educational 
seminars and get to know students 
from other parts of the country. 

Local rural electric utilities spon¬ 
sor their own students in the annual 
tour that is coordinated by state 
rural electric organizations and the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, the Washington, D.C.- 
based service organization for the 
nation’s 1,000 member-owned rural 
electric systems. 

In addition to the trip to 

Washington, SIEC contest winners 
and five boys and five girls chosen 
as runners-up will visit the state 
capital on April 11 for “Illinois 
Rural Electric Youth Day” activities. 
This day includes special tours of 
the Capitol complex, Lincoln 
shrines and the Old State Capitol, 
students will have an opportunity to 
visit with legislators and former 
Youth Tour participants during a 
luncheon program featuring a 
prominent state official as the 
speaker. 

You are encouraged to submit an 
entry in the Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative essay contest. The 
title for this year’s composition is 
“The Role of Electric Cooperatives 
Today.” Watch this cooperative 
publication for the contest rules 
and prizes. A representative of the 
cooperative will visit area schools 
duringjanuary and February to en¬ 
courage participation. If you do not 
receive information at your school, 
please call 618-827-3555 for the 
necessary contest materials. 

The Illinois group was photographed on the Capitol steps during last 
year's tour. SIEC's youths can be seen in the center background. 
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Office closing 
The SIEC office will be 

closed Monday, February 13, 
to honor Abraham Lincoln, 
and on Monday, February 20, 
to honor George Washington. 

Junior L. Sivia ends 40-year career with SIEC 
On January 3, Junior L. Sivia clos¬ 

ed out a 40-year career with the 
cooperative. He was hired in late 

Junior L. Sivia 
1948 as a mechanic responsible for 
the cooperative fleet of trucks and 
cars. He worked in this position for 
17 years. Since 1965 Junior worked 
on the brush crew and was classified 
as crew foreman at the time of his 
retirement. 

Before his co-op employment, 
Junior worked at a local garage 

To report an outage 
To report outages during office 

hours, call: 827-3555 
To report outages after hours 

(nights, weekends, holidays), call: 
Dongola, 827-3689 . .Carl George 
Dongola, 827-3579 . . .Ron Medlin 
Dongola, 827-4202 . .Ken Corzine 

Metropolis area: 
Metropolis, 

524-2380 Leonard Martin 
Metropolis, 524-5627. .Perry Dailey 

Either the Dongola or Metropolis 
area may communicate via two-way 
radio (between each other) in case 
of emergencies when any of these 
numbers cannot be reached. 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
Telephone: 827-355 Box 100 

DONGOLA, ILLINOIS 62926 

where the cooperative took its 
vehicles for repairs. The co-op built 
a new concrete block garage on the 
west side of the yard and George 
Endicott, then co-op manager, left 
a note on Sivia’s door one night in¬ 
viting him to come to work. Sivia 
has been here ever since. 

The cooperative hired many of its 
long-term personnel in the late 40s. 
World War II was over, materials 
were once again available, and lines 
were under construction. Junior 
had plenty to do to keep vehicles 
ready for service. He recalls the 
smaller trucks were four-wheel- 
drive Dodge Power Wagons with 
utility beds mounted on them. 

When asked about his most 
memorable happening, he laughed 
and said, “If s not printable.” But in 
a more serious tone, related, “The 
tough times when we cleaned up 
after ice storms. One particular 
time the crews stayed out 38 hours 

before they quit. My brush crew had 
the only basket truck then and it 
was in big demand when storm 
damage occurred.” 

Junior has three daughters: 
Alison Holderfield works at 
Winkler Food in Dongola; 
Katherine Goodman teaches special 
education and lives in Portland, 
Oregon; and Jane Sivia is a student 
at Dongola Grade School. Alison 
has a daughter, Dora Lee, and a son, 
Nathan. Katherine has two 
daughters, Eryn and Laura. 

Junior said people who retire talk 
about adjusting to their new 
lifestyle quite a bit. When asked how 
long it would take him to get used 
to retirement, he said, “Till about 
noon.” 

Plans are in the works to travel in 
a new motor home. As far as 
destination is concerned, Junior is 
single-minded, “I am going to get in 
it and drive,” he said. 
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State-of-the-art testing used by co-op 
Recently your cooperative pur¬ 

chased a new multi-amp automatic 
circuit reclosure test set. The test set 
was purchased to upgrade our pres¬ 
ent methods of testing reclosers and 
sectionalizers and to comply with 
industry standards. 

The prime reason for establishing 
a recloser and sectionalizer 
maintenance program is to main¬ 
tain a high level of service continu¬ 
ity. Other important considerations 
are to reduce the possibility of in¬ 
jury, to preserve our initial invest¬ 
ment, and to extend the useful life 
of the equipment. 

A recloser, sometimes called a 
breaker, is a self-contained device 
that senses and interrupts single¬ 
phase fault currents on our power 
lines. The recloser automatically 

closes to restore service if the fault 
or cause of the outage is temporary. 
It then resets for another series of 
operations. If the fault is perma¬ 
nent, the recloser locks open after 
three operations. Therefore, if your 
lights blink the three times, the 
breaker has locked open, and it is 
time to call the cooperative and 
report the outage. 

Sectionalizers have to be compati¬ 
ble with the breakers, and they help 
to isolate problem areas. They work 
in conjunction with the breaker and 
minimize the number of members 
affected by an outage by having a 
shorter section of line out of power. 

The test machine is unique 
because not all cooperatives main¬ 
tain their own breakers. Whereas, in 
the past the repairman used a bat¬ 

tery to force the breaker through 
testing stages, with this state-of-the- 
art technology we now can fine-tune 
the length of each cycle. Following 
the recommendations of our 
engineering consultants, we are 
changing the operating sequence 
on our breakers in use. These 
changes will help to eliminate inter¬ 
ruptions of service. 

The testing program becomes a 
necessary evaluation tool with 
which we gather and document loss 
date for new and existing equip¬ 
ment. Controlling costs and im¬ 
proving efficiency is our objective. 
This is another tool used by your 
cooperative to improve your elec¬ 
tric service. 

SIEC personnel were briefed on th 
testing unit, when it was installed 

Your Cooperative 
In the process of beautifying their 

homes, some members may have 
forgotten that your Cooperative 
must have access to its equipment 
located on the premises. This equip¬ 
ment includes meters, underground 
cable, transformers and overhead 
lines. 

Situations where the equipment 
cannot be reached because of 
overgrown trees, fences, patios, etc., 
may cause the Cooperative to en¬ 
force its “right of access” policy. 
This policy states that authorized 
representatives of the Cooperative 

s use of the co-op's new multi-amp 
recently. 

must have access 
shall have the right of access to the 
premises of the member at all 
reasonable times for the purpose of 
reading, testing or inspection of 
meters, connection or discon¬ 
necting service, inspection of wiring 
and apparatus, and making repairs 
on lines or rights-of-way. 
Unreasonable deterrents to access 
of Cooperative facilities shall cause 
the service to be disconnected. 

In order to avoid this situation, 
before beginning any landscaping 
or remodeling near Cooperative 
equipment remember that the 

ILLINOIS F 

automatic circuit reclosure 

to its equipment 
equipment must be accessible now 
an in the future. In other words, 
that tree you are planting may be 
small today but when it grows to 
maturity it may inhibit the 
Cooperative’s ability too providing 

good, reliable service. 
If you have any questions or con¬ 

cerns about that new structure or 
improvement, it may be a good idea 
to call and make sure that it will not 
interfere with any Cooperative 
equipment. 
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Joined a good cooperative lately? 
by Sylvia Porter 

What image comes to mind when 
you think of cooperatives? If your 
thoughts tend toward Roosevelt-era 
images and hard times, your view is 
outdated. 

As many as 60 million Americans 
belong to one or more of the na¬ 
tion’s 45,000 co-ops, including 50 
million who are members of credit 
unions at their jobs. Worldwide, an 
estimated half a billion people 
belong to co-ops. The Japanese 
farmers’ legendary political clout is 
derived from the tight organization 
of their cooperative groups. 

Whether you’re a small 
businessman struggling to succeed 
or a typical consumer, you may con¬ 
sider joining a co-op. As a 
businessman, you’ll find it easier to 
compete through cooperative pur¬ 
chasing of goods and services. As a 
consumer, you’ll have access to 
quality merchandise at the best 
prices around. 

Most of us deal with co-ops on a 
daily basis without even knowing it. 

If you received a bouquet of 
flowers recently from someone out 
of town, it might have been 
delivered by FTD, a co-op. 

If you read news stories credited 
to The Associated Press, you’re 
reading news distributed by a co-op. 
You may even live in a co-op 
apartment. 

The co-op idea of joining 

together to achieve a common 
economic goal is as old as human 
society. 

A co-op is simply one of four ways 
to structure a business, according to 
Linda Lewis, vice president of the 
National Cooperative Bank in 
Washington. The others are pro¬ 
prietorship, partnership and 
corporation. 

Co-op businesses are usually 
formed because a need has not been 
met. Many homes in rural areas of 
the country are serviced by 
telephone and electric cooperatives 
because no one else would provide 
these services. 

Vigorous cooperative enterprises 
are emerging in two areas of need 
today—facilities for the burgeoning 
population of senior citizens and 
child day-care. 

A group of agricultural leaders in 
the Texas Panhandle has set up a 
cooperative, resident-owned com¬ 
munity designed to meet the special 
needs and interests of retired peo¬ 
ple who typically want smaller 
houses with less upkeep, greater 
security and easy access to health 
services, shops and recreational 
facilities. 

Child care is essential to young 
couples or single parents trying to 
hold down jobs. Where family 
members are not available to take 
care of children, child-care 
cooperatives are developing to help 

fill the vacuum. In a child-care co¬ 
op, the parent members take part in 
selecting a board of directors, help¬ 
ing to determine the nature of ser¬ 
vices provided and contributing 
time to cut costs. 

At a time when U.S. business is 
being concentrated into larger and 
larger units through acquisitions 
and mergers, cooperatives are a 
prime survival strategy for small 
business enterprises and 
entrepreneurs. 

Hundreds of independent drug¬ 
gists buy their pharmaceuticals and 
other supplies through business co¬ 
ops, allowing them to compete with 
mass merchandisers. 

If size and scale are what really 
count in business, you may ask, why 
worry about the small businessman? 
Stanley Dryer, senior business 
development officer at the National 
Cooperative Bank, says small 
businesses create more jobs than 
large ones. 

“Survival of small business in 
America not only will assist in 
creating jobs, but will also provide 
us with greater freedom of choice 
while encouraging a more com¬ 
petitive society not dominated by a 
limited number of suppliers,” he 
says. 

(Sylvia Porter is a financial columnist 
and author. Reprinted with permission 
of the Los Angeles Times Syndicate.) 
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P.R.I.D.E. in Southernmost Illinois 
People everywhere of all ages 

seek escape from their daily 
routines and as a result the tourism 
industry is thriving nationwide. 
Some of these travelers are looking 
for uncongested highways, clear 
blue skies on sunny days, and all the 
necessities of life without any 
unnecessary hassle. They seek the 
tranquility of acres of water, forest 
or magnificent rock formations. 
They are looking for a land like 
ours. If we can attract these travelers 
it will be a boost to the area 
economy. P.R.I.D.E., Inc., head¬ 
quartered in the Shawnee Conven¬ 
tion and Tourism Bureau, Ullin, is 
unifying the efforts of area 
residents and business persons in 
order for Southern Illinois to “bag 
our limit” of the tourism dollar. 

P.R.I.D.E. is conducting an 
awareness campaign. The organiza¬ 
tion wants people to know where we 
are and what we have to offer. It’s 
a big job but it is everybody’s job. 
You can share your part of the 
burden by buying a share of 
P.R.I.D.E. Shares in P.R.I.D.E., Inc., 
cost $100. As a stockholder you are 
listed in the P.R.I.D.E. directory. 
Telephone inquiries are given your 
name and visitors are referred to 
your place of business. Your 
business is identified by a special 
marker. You will also receive the 
newsletter “Shawnee Pride.” 

The very initials tell the story ... 
promoting recreation and in¬ 

dustrial development for the 
economy. In order to promote 
something you have to have infor¬ 
mation at your fingertips. In a coor¬ 

dinated effort between Shawnee 
Community College, Shawnee 
Development Council and the con¬ 

vention and tourism bureau, a com¬ 
prehensive inventory of the seven 
counties has been compiled and put 
on computer. This data base pro¬ 
vides a listing of hotels, motels, 
restaurants, service facilities, na¬ 
tional parks and reserves, and many 
other local attributes. 

Interested people are making use 
of the toll free number — 1-800-C- 
IT-HERE — and their questions 
range from antiques to turkey kill. 
They are reading about the area in 
pamphlets and brochures which 
have been strategically displayed in 
businesses, trade shows, and at con¬ 
ventions. Direct mail campaigns 
have been conducted to many 
“potential customers.” A great deal 
of the curiosity that has been 
created and the marketing that has 
been accomplished is due to the 
dedicated and tireless efforts of 

Betsy Modglin, Director of Shawnee 
Convention and Tourism Bureau 
and Director of P.R.I.D.E. 

Betsy Modglin is a local girl. She 
graduated Southeast Missouri State 
University with a B.S. in Education. 
After several years in education she 
directed her energies toward a 
degree in economic development 
with emphasis in promotion and 
marketing. At the present she is stu¬ 
dying to become a certified tourism 
professional. 

JAMUP asked Betsy about 
P.R.I.D.E. and what makes it unique. 

JAMUP: Where did the idea 
originate to form P.R.I.D.E.? 

MODGLIN: It has been four years 
since Shawnee Development Coun¬ 
cil and Shawnee Community Col¬ 
lege joined forces to forge 
economic development plans. At¬ 
tracting tourism was established as 

This sign, posted 
in front of the 
Cheekwood Inn, 
Ullin, proclaims 
the fact that 
residents are pro¬ 
ud of the area, 
and marks the site 
of the P.R.I.D.E. 
headquarters. 
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the number one priority at that 
time. The first application to the Il¬ 
linois Office of Tourism and the Il¬ 
linois Department of Commerce 
and Community Affairs for funding 
was rejected. Determination paid 
off when the council reapplied and 
a $50,000 matching grant was 
awarded. The Shawnee Convention 
and Tourism Bureau was officially 
established. 

JAMUP: Was it a spin-off of 
another group? 

MODGLIN: P.R.I.D.E. is an in¬ 
cubator organization of Shawnee 
Development Council created to in¬ 
volve the private sector in the 
tourism project and give them some 
input. As soon as P.R.I.D.E. becomes 
self-sufficient it will be the 
designated convention and tourism 
bureau for the area. 

JAMUP: How is P.R.I.D.E. dif¬ 
ferent from other agencies and 
what can it accomplish that others 
could not? 

MODGLIN: This organization 
provides a public and private part¬ 
nership. The primary difficulty in 
getting things accomplished has 
been that both sectors did not speak 
with a unified voice. 

JAMUP: Where does the money 
come from to support the 
organization? 

MODGLIN: In addition to the 
grant money from the State of II 
linois, a matching amount has to 
come from local funding. The salary 
of the director is paid by Shawnee 
Development Council and that goes 
a long way toward matching funds. 
Space for P.R.I.D.E. headquarters at 
Cheekwood Inn is donated by the 

Cheek family. 
JAMUP: What kind of governors 

control the activities? 
MODGLIN: There are 15 

member-directors on the board. 

Two are elected from each of the 
seven counties and one director is 
elected at large! 

JAMUP: What kind of expertise 
are you drawing on from your pres¬ 
ent board? 

MODGLIN: The directors are 
area residents and business people 
from the private sector and have in¬ 

valuable input in the direction of 
P.R.I.D.E. They make recommenda¬ 

tions and share marketing exper¬ 
tise. Many self-help ideas develop at 
the monthly meetings as we study 
how to utilize the assets of our 
communities. 

JAMUP: What have you 
accomplished? 

MODGLIN: Getting the counties 
to talk to each other and realize they 
are not competing. The local 
business people need to know what 
their neighbors across the county 
line have to offer. They need to 
know this part of Illinois so well that 
they can direct a visitor to exactly 
what they desire, whether it’s an¬ 
tiques, catfish dinners or a secluded 
rock formation. 

JAMUP: What do you hope to ac¬ 
complish and what tactics will be 
used to get the job done? 

MODGLIN: Current projects are: 
Illinois’ hidden treasure 

brochure — A seven-county promo¬ 
tional brochure entitled “Discover 
Illinois’ Hidden Treasure — 
Southernmost Illinois” is profes¬ 
sionally designed and printed each 
year. Anywhere from 25,000 to 
50.000 copies are now being 
printed yearly, based upon the 
funds available. These brochures 
have been distributed in 50 states 
throughout the U.S., Canada, 
Poland, Denmark, Iran, Belgium, 
Spain, and Germany. Last fiscal 
year, P.R.I.D.E. received over 20,000 
individual requests for this 
brochure — in other words, over 
20.000 people called, wrote, or 
responded to ads in which they re¬ 
quested a vacation packet on 
Southernmost Illinois in order to 
plan future trips here. In addition, 
this brochure is distributed at Il¬ 
linois Welcome Centers, the Illinois 
Office of Tourism, Illinois Conven¬ 
tion and Tourism Bureaus, Illinois 
Regional Tourism Councils, and 
Travel and Trade Shows 
throughout the U.S. In order to con¬ 
tinue to promote Southernmost Il¬ 
linois, at least 100,000 copies per 
year of the brochure will be printed. 
Your P.R.I.D.E. dollars help to en¬ 

sure that these promotions can con¬ 
tinue to grow and thus will continue 
to increase the tourism trade in 
Southernmost Illinois. 

Postcard project — 150,000 

postcards depicting scenes of 
Southernmost Illinois were recently 
printed for promotion of the area. 
These postcards contain three at¬ 
tractions in each of the seven 
southernmost counties of Illinois, 
consequently, a total of 21 scenes 
were printed. Your P.R.I.D.E. 
dollars gave the organization the 
working capital needed to publish 
these cards. The cards are now 
being used as a fundraiser for 
P.R.I.D.E., Inc. This postcard project 
should net P.R.I.D.E. approximately 
$15,000 to be used for other promo¬ 
tional/development projects in the 
area. Of course, the cards will also 
help “get the word out” 
Southernmost Illinois. 

Promotional video on Southern¬ 
most Illinois — P.R.I.D.E., Inc. has 
provided the vehicle for having a 
professionally developed video on 

Betsy Modglin, director of Shawnee 
Convention and Tourism Bureau am 
P.R.I.D.E. 

Southernmost Illinois produced. 
This video is being done through 

one of our outstanding members — 
Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive in Dongola. The electric co-op 
is working cooperatively with the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in order to make this 
video possible. Although not yet 
completed, the video will be an 
excellent marketing tool in early 
spring. This video will be utilized to 
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attract additional travelers to the 
area, to package the area to bus 
groups, and to lure recreational 
developers to Southernmost Il¬ 
linois. It will run continuously at the 
Welcome Centers during the peak 
travel seasons. 

Toll-free telephone number — 
The P.R.I.D.E. office has a toll-free 
telephone number from anywhere 
in the united States. That phone 
number is 1-800-C-IT-HERE (1-800- 
248-4373). The P.R.I.D.E. office is 
presently receiving an average of 45 
calls per month on the toll-free line. 

Developers’ project — Over 460 
recreational developers of golf 
courses, theme parks, hotels/motels, 
restaurants, hunting clubs, and 
other recreational facilities were 
contacted in an effort to lure them 
to discuss investment opportunities 
in the area. Only one direct mail 
campaign has been completed. 
From that one campaign, 16 
developers expressed an interest in 
the area. Of those 16, nine of those 
developers wanted to visit the area 
to discuss investment opportunities. 
A spring familiarization tour is 
being planned for this purpose. 
P.R.I.D.E. dollars will assist in car¬ 
rying out this activity. 

Advertisements in high-circula¬ 
tion travel publications — Adver¬ 
tisements on Southernmost Illinois 
have been placed in a variety of 
travel publications. Some of those 
publications include Illinois Travel 
Pages, Tour Illinois, Ozark Hunting 
and Fishing Journal, Adventures 
Travel Newspaper, Southern 
Illinois Outdoors, Southern Illinois 
Recreation and Travel Guide, Labor 
News, and many others. Some of 
these single advertisements resulted 
in as many as 7,000 responses. 

Entertaining travel writers — 
Over 35 travel writers visited the 

Southernmost counties this past 

spring. P.R.I.D.E., Inc., in coopera¬ 
tion with the Illinois Department of 
Conservation, entertained these 
writers for four days while showing 
them the attractions of Southern¬ 
most Illinois. Approximately 25 ar¬ 
ticles were written for publications 
throughout the U.S. as a result of 
this effort. We continue to entertain 
these writers on a regular basis in¬ 

dividually as well as in groups. 
Guides to adventure — P.R.I.D.E., 

Inc. is the lead agency in a 
cooperative program funded 
through the Department of Health 
and Human Services in 
Washington, D.C. Over 50 people 
throughout the seven counties will 
be trained to become hunting 
guides, fishing guides, outdoor 
adventure guides, and tour guides. 
In addition, several artists and 
craftsmen will be trained to market 
their products. $196,000 has been 
awarded to Shawnee Development 
Council to carry out this project. 
P.R.I.D.E., Inc. will market the skills 
of these individuals once the 
training is completed. P.R.I.D.E. is 
also designing the training program 
an hiring professional instructors 
from across the U.S. 

Representation at ABA and NT A 
— P.R.I.D.E., Inc. is representing the 
seven southernmost counties at the 
American Bus Association 
Marketplace and the National 
Tourism Association Exchange. 
This means that we schedule ap¬ 
pointments with tour operators 
from across the U.S. and Canada in 
an effort to encourage them to 
bring their bus groups to Southern¬ 
most Illinois. We are presently 
designing a variety of “packages” 
for these bus groups. These will be 
presented at the next Marketplace 
and Exchange. 

Travel and trade shows — 
P.R.I.D.E., Inc. will attend approx¬ 
imately six travel and sports shows 
this year. Information on this area 
will be distributed at each of these 
shows. Participation in these shows 
cost about $750 per booth as well as 
approximately $500 to $1,000 for 
lodging. 

Sales/Marketing Division — 
P.R.I.D.E., Inc. now has a 
Sales/Marketing Division which 
assists artists and craftsmen in 
marketing their products. This in¬ 
cludes designing promotional sales 
material on the products as well as 
taking orders at professional trade 
shows. 

Signage project — P.R.I.D.E. 
recently completed a study which 

indicated where directional signs 
for attractions throughout the 

southernmost region needed to be 
placed. This study will be presented 
to the Illinois Department of 
Transportation in order to get these 
signs erected. 

Participation in the state adver¬ 
tising campaign — P.R.I.D.E., Inc. 
participates with the Illinois Office 
of Tourism in getting state adver¬ 
tising produced on this area. Some 
of our efforts have resulted in a 
Southern Illinois ad in Midwest 
Living, Time Magazine, and Better 
Homes and Gardens. 

Horseshoe Lake brochure — 
P.R.I.D.E., Inc. had developed a pro¬ 
motional brochure for Horseshoe 
Lake this year through the Illinois 
Office of Tourism Matching Grant 
program. Dollars were awarded to 
P.R.I.D.E. to do a Massac County 
brochure as well; however, local 
funding was not available to fulfill 
the requirements of the grant. A 
new application can be submitted 
through P.R.I.D.E. for Massac 
County whenever local funds 
become available. 

Others — Family tours, special 
events promotion, tourism 
newspaper, packaging of tours and 
hunting/fishing promotions. 

JAMUP: What can John Doe do to 
help? 

MODGLIN: There is power in 
numbers. The more people in¬ 
volved the more success oriented 
the project will be. The rest of the 
state is impressed with the fact that 
in this 7-county area, the Southern 
Five Regional Planning Commis¬ 
sion, Shawnee Community College, 
Shawnee Development Council, 
P.R.I.D.E. and Shawnee Convention 
and Tourism Bureau are combining 
their efforts to get help for 
Southernmost Illinois. Cooperation 
is also being organized between 
convention and tourism bureaus in 
Jackson, Williamson and Jefferson 
counties. This kind of “pulling 
together” gets things accomplished. 
Now the individuals have to entice 
the tourists. Hospitality is a key 
word. If we want them to visit us 
and come back they are going to 
have to receive “red carpet” 
treatment. 
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Harold L. Kraatz retires after 40 years 
Harold L. Kraatz retired January 

4 after completing 40 years of 
cooperative service. 

Harold began his employment in 
March 1948. He worked at a service 
station in Ullin at that time and 
recalls the day he was hired. 
“George Endicott was manager of 
the cooperative then and I had 
asked him about a job several times. 
That particular day I was changing 
a flat tire in front of the station 
when I saw Endicott’s car go past. 
I didn’t realize he had seen me and 
I was surprised when he pulled up 

to the station a few minutes later 
and told me to come to work. My 
first job was on the brush crew for 
$.65 an hour.” 

“Through the past 40 years I have 
worked on every crew. At one time 
I worked in the engineering depart¬ 
ment with John Hartline as staking 
engineer. The majority of the time 
I have worked on a construction 
crew,” Kraatz said. At the time of his 
retirement Harold was classified as 
a line crew foreman. When asked 
what event he would remember 
most, Harold commented, “What I 

Kraatz 

would comment on rather than an 
experience, is the way the equip¬ 
ment and gear have improved over 
the years, not only in job perfor¬ 
mance but in providing employee 
safety. The co-op has good equip¬ 
ment and keeps it in top condition.” 

Harold and Charlotte are looking 
at exercise equipment. They also 
plan to use the free time doing 
some fishing and taking weekend 
jaunts around the country. The cou¬ 
ple have two sons. John is unmar¬ 
ried and lives at home. Their son 
Paul and his wife Diane have a 
daughter Paula and a son Cody. 

| High School Juniors! ] 
"Youth-to-Washington" Essay Contest 

"The Role of Electric Cooperatives Today" 

I intend to submit an entry in the Southern Illinois Electric 
I Cooperative essay contest. I understand that this entry form en¬ 

titles me to receive research material to be furnished by the 
j Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. I 

| Signature  I 

Mailing Address  

I  I 

1989 
Southern Illinois 

Farm , 
Show i Show Schedule Special Features 

Free admission 
Daily seminars 
Demonstrations 
Meals available 

* All-weather exhibit halls 

Thursday, March 9 
12 noon to 9 p.m. \ 

Friday, March 10 
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Saturday, March 11 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

*Free pancake breakfast 
beginning at 9 a.m., 
Saturday, March 11 

March 9-11 

Rend Lake 
College 

Between 
Benton & Mt. Vernon, 111. 

(Just off 1-57) 
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Swede the African Watusi Bull 

Southern Illinois safari 
Would you be surprised to find 

lions, tigers, and bear within a few 
minutes drive of your home? M/M 
Exotics, owned by Lou and Lillian 
Mayhall, Route 4, Metropolis, have 
these and many more species of ex¬ 
otic animals and birds at their walk¬ 
through animal park. One blustery 
day in February the JAMUP visited 
the Mayhalls and their animal 
kingdom. 

This 52-acre park is about 10 
miles north of Metropolis in the Jef¬ 
ferson School community close to 
Round Knob on cooperative lines. 
It is open May through November 
from 10 a.m. until 8 p.m. The en¬ 
trance rate is $3 adult and $1.50 
child with special rates for groups 
of 10 or more. 

It is a hobby that turned into a 
mom-and-dad enterprise and has 
been open to the public for four 
years. Lou was in construction work 
until he was stricken with arthritis. 
He grew despondent about his con¬ 
dition until friends convinced him 
to develop a walk-through park and 
share the animals they had ac¬ 
cumulated over the years. 
Some of the animals are pur¬ 

chased from private owners who 
advertise in game magazines, some 
from exotic animals sales and many 
are raised from existing stock. The 
animals are under the protection of 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
and the premises is inspected four 
times a year to ensure that they are 
being properly cared for. 

The farm has an exhibitor’s 
license much the same as that re¬ 
quired by a large zoo. Each state 
has different laws regarding the 
handling of animals and their food. 
In Illinois meat fed to exhibited 
animals must be USDA inspected 
and the Mayhalls travel long dis¬ 
tances to procure approved pro¬ 
ducts, which are most expensive. 
The care and feeding is done by the 
Mayhalls and their assistant, Nancy 
Fleckenstein. Nancy is a former 
nurse (of 32 years) who gave up that 
profession to come here from 
Arizona to work as animal handler. 

The animals are cozy in their con¬ 
fines but were coaxed out for pic¬ 
tures by an early afternoon feeding. 
The animals all have names and re- 
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King the Lion 

Cassy the Bengal Tiger 

Susie the Vietnamese Pot-bellied Pig 
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spond to human kindness. The ma¬ 
jority of the stock is pastured, but 
huge wire cribs house the lions, 
tigers, cougars and black bear. 
Across the landscape you can see 
buffalo, deer, goats, Barbados 
sheep, pot-bellied pigs, llamas, and 
donkeys. In addition there are all 
types of fowl, including ducks, 
geese, turkeys, pheasants, peacocks, 
doves, and ringneck pigeons. 
Primates such as monkeys, baboons 
and chimpanzees will be purchased 
in late spring for the tourist season 
and then sold in the fall because 
they require heated housing and are 
too costly to maintain year around. 

Exotic animals and birds from 
other countries and continents 
await the nature lover at M/M Ex¬ 
otics. The nearest municipal zoos 
are hours away, yet a visit to the 
walk-through park is a fascinating 
tour available in Southern Illinois. 
What began as a pastime has 
developed into a delightful place to 
visit for young and old alike. 

For additional information, call 
618-524-7333. 

Office closing 
The Southern Illinois Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative office will be 
closed Friday, March 24, in 
observance of Good Friday. 

To report an outage 
To report outages when severe 

storm damage occurs and/or during 
office hours, call: 827-3555 

To report outages after hours 
(nights, weekends, holidays), call: 
Dongola, 827-3689 . .Carl George 
Dongola, 827-3579. . .Ron Medlin 
Dongola, 827-4202 . .Ken Corzine 

Metropolis area: 
Metropolis, 524-5627 Perry Dailey 

Either the Dongola or Metropolis 
area may communicate via two-way 
radio (between each other) in case 
of emergencies when any of these 
numbers cannot be reached. 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

Telephone: 827-3555 Box 100 
DONGOLA, ILLINOIS 62926 



The Nashville Energy House 

The Nashville Energy House, located at Nashville (Washington County) 
exhibits a range of energy efficient features. 

To demonstrate and research 
energy-efficient construction, 
heating and cooling equipment,and 
other energy-related materials and 
techniques—that is the purpose of 
the newly opened Nashville Energy 
House, 

The research project officially 
opened its doors in Nashville 
(Washington County) January 9. It 
is a joint venture of Tri-County Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative in Mt. Vernon and 
the Illinois Department of Energy 
and Natural Resources (ENR). 

The house, which will be under¬ 
going study and research for a year, 
is currently available for tours. 
Several “open house” days are 
being planned. At the end of the 
year-long study, Tri-County will of¬ 
fer the home for sale in order to 
regain its investment. 

Focus on research 
Three major items are being 

demonstrated and monitored in the 
Nashville Energy House. 

• The heating/cooling system is 
a ground-source heat pump manu¬ 
factured by WaterFurnace. The unit 
is of the latest triple-function 
design. During the winter, heat for 
the house is drawn from the ground 
through the closed-loop under¬ 
ground system—1,800 feet of one- 
inch polyethylene pipe buried four 

The Nashville 
Energy House 

Tours of this attractive, well¬ 
decorated and furnished 
house can be arranged by con¬ 
tacting Tri-County’s office in 
Mt. Vernon. Public showings 
of the house will be an¬ 
nounced from month to 
month during the demonstra¬ 
tion phase. The schedule for 
the remainder of March is as 
follows: 

March 18 (Saturday), 1 to 4 
p.m. 

March 24 (Friday), 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. 

March 31 (Friday), 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. 

feet under the north and east lawn. 
In air-conditioning season, the re¬ 
jected warmth is used to heat water 
for household use. These systems 
are proving to be very efficient. 
They use less than half the energy 
to heat a home, compared to other 
systems. Energy used for cooling 
can be reduced by at least 35 per¬ 
cent. Coupled with “free” water 
heating in the warmer months, this 
makes the ground-source heat 
pump a very desirable system. Tri- 
County will study its effectiveness. 

• The exterior walls, floors and 
ceilings were assembled using foam- 
filled panels. The ceiling and floor 
panels are eight inches thick; the 
walls are six inches thick. All joints, 
electrical and plumbing openings 
were foam filled and caulked to en¬ 
sure tightness and continuity of 
insulation. 
• The tight construction allows 

the use of an air-to-air heat ex¬ 
changer to provide fresh air. The 
central unit exhausts air from baths, 
kitchen and laundry. At the same 
time, outside air is drawn in 
through a bypass canister where 
heat or cool air is recovered. The 
unit also filters the incoming air. 

Additional features 
Heat sink—The interior front en¬ 

try area features a ceramic tile floor 
over concrete, with a brick back in¬ 
terior wall to act as a “heat sink.” 

The bricks soak up heat through en¬ 
tryway windows during the winter 
day so they can release heat into the 
house after sundown. 

Skylights—These were installed in 
the front entry, the kitchen and 
laundry areas to provide daylight 
and reduce the need for artificial 
light. Because some are out of 
reach, the skylights can be electri¬ 
cally opened and closed. This allows 
them to let out heat from the high 
ceilings in the summer, reducing 
the amount of needed air condi¬ 
tioning. Paddle fans increase com¬ 
fort and energy conservation. 

Solar Panels—ENR will study the 
use of photovoltaic (solar) panels to 
see if solar energy can be de¬ 
pendably used to reduce peak elec¬ 
tric demand. Metering this system 
will record not only kilowatt-hours 
generated from the panels, but also 
the amount used in the home. 

Landscaping—Plantings will be 
positioned for wind protection and 
summer shade, as well as for 

appearance. 
Appliances—Energy-efficient ap¬ 

pliances and plumbing equipment 
were used throughout the house. 
Waste water treatment is provided 
by an aeration system. 

Tour arrangements for the 
Nashville Energy House can be 
made by calling Tri-County Electric 
at (618) 244-5151. 
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New employees 

Robin J. Ramage 

Robin J. Ramage, Rural Route, 
Villa Ridge, began work January 31 
in the position of forestry appren¬ 
tice. Robin grew up in Southern Il¬ 
linois and attended Century Unit 
School. He completed his appren¬ 
ticeship training in 1988 as a 
lineman and at the time he was 
hired was a journeyman lineman. 

Robin is married to the former 
Susan Shumaker. The couple have 
two daughters: Rebecca Jo, 2 1/2; 
and Rachel Elaine, six months. 

Robin likes to fish in his spare 
time, but also helps out on the fam¬ 
ily farm where they raise hogs, cat- 

Stanley J. Treat 

tie and quarter horses. 

Stanley J. Treat, Rural Route, 
Dongola, began work February 1 in 
the position of janitor. Stanley was 
born in New Jersey, but grew up in 
Dongola and attended Dongola 
Unit School. He was a forestry 
journeyman and had been a fore¬ 
man on a brush crew. At the time 
he was hired he was a third-step ap¬ 
prentice lineman. 

Stanley is single. He like hunting, 
fishing and three-wheeling as 
pastimes. 

Statement of 
nondiscrimination 
“Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative has 

filed with the federal government a com¬ 
pliance assurance in which it assures the 
Rural Electrification Administration that it 
will comply fully with all requirements of 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
the rules and regulations of the Department 
of Agriculture issued thereunder, to the end 
that no person in the United States shall, on 
the ground of race, color, or national origin, 
be excluded from participation in, be denied 
the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to 
discrimination in the conduct of its program 
and the operation of its program and the 
operation of its program facilities. Under 
this assurance, this organization is com¬ 
mitted not to discriminate against any per¬ 
son on the ground of race, color, or national 
origin in its policies and practices relating 
to treatment of beneficiaries and participants 
including rates, conditions, and extension of 
service, use of any of its facilities, attendance 
at and participation in any meetings of 
beneficiaries and participants of the exercise 
of any rights of such beneficiaries and par¬ 
ticipants in the conduct of the operation of 
this organization.” 

“Any person who believes himself, or any 
specific class of individuals, to be subjected 
by this organization to discrimination pro¬ 
hibited by Title VII of the Act and the rules 
and regulations issued fhereunder may, by 
himself or a representative, file with the 
Secretary of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 
20250, or the rural Electrification Ad¬ 
ministration, Washington, D.C. 20250 or the 
organization, or all a written complaint. Such 
complaint must be filed not later than 180 
days after the alleged discrimination, or by 
such later date to which the Secretary of 
Agriculture of the Rural Electrification Ad¬ 
ministration extends the time for filing. Iden¬ 
tity of complaints will be kept confidential 
except to the extent necessary to carry out 
the purpose of the rules and regulations.” 

Cooperative maintains life support registry 
Public Act 83-632, effective 

September 20, 1983, required 
public utilities to maintain a 
“registry” of persons who depend 
on electrically Operated life-support 
equipment. 

“Every public utility company 
which furnishes electricity to 
residential customers shall maintain 

a registry of those individuals who 
are dependent on an electrically 
operated respirator, dialysis ma¬ 

chine or any other electrically 
operated life-support equipment. 

The existence of the registry shall 
be reasonably publicized by the 

public utility to its residential 
customers and the general public. 
It shall be the responsibility, how¬ 
ever, of any individual relying on 
any life-support equipment to 
notify the public utility providing 
electrical service of his or her 
dependency on such life-support 
equipment.” 

Although the law requires that 
the existence of the registry shall be 
reasonably publicized by the utility, 
the individual is responsible for 
notifying the utility of the existence 

of the life-support equipment. 
We are requesting that con¬ 

sumers who have life-support equip¬ 
ment provide us with written cer¬ 
tification of the use of the life- 
support equipment and the period 
for which it is to be used. By using 
the registry, those involved shall be 
consulted before turning off power 
or restoring power after an inter¬ 
ruption. A “good faith” effort shall 
be made to restore power first to 
those persons on the registry and to 
notify persons on the registry of an¬ 
ticipated power interruptions. 

Please call the cooperative during 
office hours to request your cer¬ 
tification form. 

Co-op WATS line for members 
1-800-762-1400 
Monday - Saturday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
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The final winter 
Jice storm' 

Utility serviceman Lamar Houston cutting free a downed power line in 
the Goreville area during the March 4-6 ice storm. 

Old Man Winter staged one final 
ice show the weekend of March 4-6. 
Commencing as rain and wind, the 
elements rapidly deteriorated from 
rain to freezing rain and sleet com¬ 
bined with high winds. An esti¬ 
mated 2,000 members were without 
service at one time or another 
during this period. 

Ken Corzine, line superinten¬ 
dent, choreographed the repair 
crews for the cooperative and 
reported the extent of damage and 
how the linemen fought to keep ser¬ 
vice restored to the five-county area. 

“At the onset of the storm during 
the evening of Saturday, March 4, 
the rain and wind caused a lot of 
problems but the line crews were 
able to keep everything under con¬ 
trol and service was not interrupted 
for any great lengths of time. 
Sunday morning the ice began to 
build but the crews were still 
handling the outage problems. 

“A complication of “galloping” 
occurs when high wind combines 
with ice on the lines. When the wind 
blows the line actually flies up into 
the air until gravity overtakes it. 
When the wind picks it up again it 
begins a “galloping” motion. This 
motion causes the lines to come in 
contact with one another, which 
causes blinking or causes the 
breaker to operate and shut the line 
off. 

“Early Sunday evening it became 
apparent that we were in the grips 
of a major storm. Arrangements 
were made with an independent 
contractor to assist with the great 
number of problems reported. 
Their three-man crew and truck 
started repair work at 6 a.m. 
Monday. In the meantime. Manager 

{Continued on page 12d) 
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Look Up 
and 

be safe! 
This time of year, with spring-like weather on the way, most 

people are outside enjoying the nice days . .. cleaning up, 
making home improvements, or getting into the fields. 

Whatever takes you outdoors this spring, remember to look 
up and be safe! Overhead electric lines can be deadly! 

If you’re operating tall farm equipment, such as an auger, 
watch out for anything that might 
contact an overhead line. 

If you’re using a ladder to work 
on a roof, clean out the gutters or 
make spring repairs, be extremely 
careful near the power lines. 

Your member-owned electric 
cooperative wants you to be safe 
around power lines. Electricity is a 
wonderful, often taken for granted, 
servant. Remember not to take those 
overhead lines for granted ... they 
can be deadly! 

Essay contest 
winners 

Essay contest winners and 
runners-up information appeared 
in local newspapers the week of 
April 3. Winners will also be con¬ 
gratulated in the May issue of the 
JAMUP. 

The tour director was invited to 
visit six area schools. In addition, 

one area school requested contest 
material for classroom participation 
and two students entered using the 
clip-out furnished in the JAMUP. In¬ 
formation packets were furnished 

to 179 prospective essayists and 74 
students submitted essays to be 
judged. 

The essay banquet to honor the 
winners will be held April 20 at 
Millers’ Restaurant (Porky’s) in 
Ullin. Parents, teachers and school 
officials will be invited to share the 

students’ special night. The winning 
essays entitled “The Role of Electric 
Cooperatives Today” will be pre¬ 
sented at the banquet. 

Finalists attended “Illinois Rural 
Electric Youth Day” in Springfield, 
April 11. Grand prize winners 
will travel to Washington, D.C., 
June 16-23 for the “Youth to 
Washington” tour sponsored by the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives and Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative. 
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Member Service Director Ron Mediin uses a wooden dowel to demonstrate careless activity around electricity. 

Safety demonstration simulator 
A farm and home safety simula¬ 

tor has been purchased by Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative. The 
display is available to schools, for 
open houses, fairs, area member 
meetings and local organizations. It 
is used to demonstrate the dangers 
of careless activity around electric 
lines, electric appliances and house 
wiring. 

Ron Mediin, member services 
director for the cooperative, dons 
lineman’s gloves before he powers 
up the display. The unit uses 
4,000 volts of DC electricity at .30 
milliamps, which would inflict a jolt 
to anyone touching it. 

Taking a wooden dowel, Ron 
pushes small figures and toy ma¬ 
chinery into hazardous situations. A 
sharp snap breaks the silence as 

electricity arcs from the source of 
electricity to the offending person 
or object. No one is hurt, but the 
point is well made: Be careful 
around electric lines. 

There are 14 situations that can 
be depicted in the manner de¬ 
scribed. A man holding an alumi¬ 
num ladder comes into contact with 
an electric line. A child places a 
foreign object into an electrical 
outlet. A child bites an electric cord. 
A child plays a radio in the bathtub. 
A woman uses a metal object to 

remove bread from a toaster. A 
television antenna is pushed into 
the service lines. A child has his kite 
caught on electric lines. A child 
pursues a pet into a tree next to 
electric lines. A man using a pool 
skimmer comes into contact with 

electricity. A backhoe operator hits 
an overhead line and digs up buried 
cable. The occupants of a car are 
trapped by a fallen utility pole. A 
farmer moves his grain auger into 
electric lines. A child tries to get a 
toy from behind substation fencing. 

Because the safety demonstration 
device itself is electrical, it requires 
that only trained operators perform 
the demonstration. Children con¬ 
stitute a large part of the audiences 
and Ron emphasizes that the 
display is not a toy and is not to be 
touched. Only qualified people 
should attempt to demonstrate the 
device. 

If you are interested in the 
display and would like more infor¬ 
mation, call Ron Mediin at Dongola 
headquarters for assistance. 
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Meet SIEC employees 

Charles Cruse 

Charles Cruse 
Charles Cruse, or Charley as 

he is better known, was hired in 
May 1973 as janitor. He worked 
in that position for six years. In 
April 1979 he began his forestry 
apprenticeship and worked 
through the steps to his present 
classification of forestry 
journeyman. 

Forestry crews are responsible 
for brush control on cooperative 
right-of-way. They do the clearing 
for new line construction an help 
clean up storm damage in order 
to “get the power back on.” The 
cooperative has two brush crews 
who alternate cleaning up trou¬ 
ble spots that have numerous 
member complaints or per¬ 
forming work orders scheduled 

by the line superintendent. 
Charley has lived in Union 

County all his life. He and his 
wife, Leota, raised their family 
and still live on the family farm 
in rural Dongola. He was a self- 
employed farmer at the time he 
began his co-op employment and 
still plants a few acres every year. 
He has a ready smile and easy 
going manner which everyone 
enjoys. 

William "Bill" Merideth 

William Merideth 
Bill Merideth was employed as 

janitor for the cooperative in 
August 1979. He became staking 
engineer in October 1980 and 
was awarded the bid for ware¬ 
houseman in April 1981. 

As warehouseman Bill orders 
and Fills requisitions for con¬ 
struction materials. He maintains 
an inventory on these materials 
and keeps them stored in “apple- 
pie” order. In addition to daily 
“panning” materials for work 
orders, he assembles meter loops 
for new hook-ups. 

Bill and his wife, Mary, live in 
Cypress. He attended school in 
Mound City. He graduated from 
Shawnee College in 1978 with an 
applied science degree and 
lacked only a few credits com¬ 
pleting requirements for a 
two-year degree in another voca¬ 

tional study. He served in the 
U.S. Army and later joined the 
U.S. Air Force, from which he 
retired in 1969. He was a self- 
employed carpenter and electri¬ 
cian at the time of hiring. 

Bill has been conscientious 
about all of his cooperative 
responsibilities and his ware¬ 
house reflects his dedication to 
detail. 

(Continued from page 12a) 
Tim Reeves contacted the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
in Springfield, and the Emergency 
Disaster Plan was put into motion. 
Help from other electric coopera¬ 
tives was organized, the nearest 
one being Corn Belt Electric in 
Bloomington. That co-op dis¬ 
patched two basket trucks and four 
linemen, who arrived in our service 
area Monday afternoon. Corn Belt 
crews worked from that time until 

2 a.m. the following morning. 
“At this stage our crews had been 

working continually from the onset 
of the major part of the storm and 
had to come in for a rest break 
about 2 o’clock in the morning. 
After a few hours of sleep every¬ 
one was put back to work on the 
damage. 

“Tuesday morning we had most 
of reported outages repaired and 
had begun to work on the late 

callers and the remainder to be 
restored. Tuesday afternoon all 
known outages were repaired and 
the system was back to normal. 

“Some members were out of 
power an extra long time due to 
the vast area affected by the ice. 
The entire five-county southern tip 
of Illinois was hit and posed a 
seemingly insurmountable task. We 
appreciate all the calls that came in 
concerning limbs and fallen lines. 
This kind of cooperation helped 
locate trouble spots and speed up 
the repair process,” Corzine stated. 

Please call the cooperative head¬ 
quarters when major storm damage 
occurs. Personnel will be on the job 
documenting outage reports and 
you will receive faster service if you 
call the cooperative first. If no 
answer at the co-op, call one of the 
published phone numbers for 
outages in your area. 

Please note: Members living in 
the Massac County service area will 
no longer be able to call Leonard 
Martin for outages or service. 
Leonard has taken a medical leave 
from active employment. The 
cooperative will be adding another 
lineman to the Massac area. Please 
check future publications for name 
and phone number. 
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SIEC board president Richard Moss of Tamms congratulates Daniel Theis of Dongola and Stephanie Hard 
of Grand Chain. Both were winners of the 1989 "Youth to Washington" tour and were featured speakers 
at the annual essay banquet April 20. 

Southern Illinois Electric honors essayists 
Twelve local high school juniors 

were recognized by Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative during 
a banquet Thursday, April 20. 

The students, 10 finalists and two 
winners, were participants in the 
electric cooperative’s “Youth to 
Washington” tour essay contest. 
Winners of the all-expense-paid trip 
to the nation’s capital this summer 
are Daniel Theis of Dongola and 

Stephanie Hard of Grand Chain. 
Kelly Renee South of Cobden, 
Miss Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative, will also be making the 
trip. 
. The runners-up in the contest are 
Chris Poulos, Richard Sickling, 
Alan Moreland, Bradley Jerolds, 

Julie Sickling, Gina Youngblood 
and Sandra Thomas, all of Dongola; 
Bill Frizzell of Ullin; Dacia Mescher 
of Brookport, and Julie Williams of 
Anna. 

Those attending the event at 
Miller’s Restaurant (Porky’s) in 
Ullin included the students, their 
parents and sponsoring teachers, 

cooperative directors and staff 
members. 

Following the dinner, the two 
1989 winners presented their essays 
on the topic, “The Role of Electric 
Cooperatives Today.” 

Awards were presented to the 
essayists by Richard Moss of 
Tamms, president of the coopera¬ 
tive board. 

Randall Rings, staff attorney for 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, narrated a slide 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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The role of the electric cooperative today 
The farmer put artificial dirt into 

pots and planted the seeds in the 
warm greenhouse. After raising the 
plants to their proper age and 
preparing the field, he planted the 
young, tender plants. When the 
time came to harvest them, he hired 
workers to help him bring the crops 
in and put them into boxes to sell 
at the market. 

Just as a farmer nurtures his 
plants that he has tenderly planted 
and cultivated, rural electric coop¬ 
eratives nurture the dreams of the 
pioneers of rural electrification and 
tenderly cultivate those dreams to 
keep them growing. We, the resi¬ 
dents of rural America, are reaping 
the benefits cultivated by the elec¬ 
tric cooperatives. Before 1935, less 
than 11 percent of rural America 
had electricity. However, when the 
Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion was created, a means was pro¬ 
vided for early rural leaders to 
electrify these darkened areas the 
cooperative way. 

Privately-owned electric com¬ 
panies would not extend their 
service to rural areas even with 
low interest loans available through 
the government. These companies 
felt the area was too sparsely 
populated to warrant electricity. 
Therefore, rural residents formed 
electric cooperatives to do the job 
themselves. 

Their success is evident in 99 per¬ 
cent of the rural areas having elec¬ 
tricity today. But, their success does 
not end there. Rural America has 
changed tremendously. It has 
become a major contributor in the 
nation’s economy through pro¬ 
viding an economic food supply 
and a market for electrical ap¬ 
pliances and machines. Electric 
cooperatives have also helped start 
and expand more than 25,500 new 
commercial industries and projects, 
creating new jobs. 

The role of the electric coopera¬ 
tive has always been to provide 
reliable electrical service at the 
lowest possible cost to the owner- 
user. With the increased demand, 
electric cooperatives have had to be 
innovative in other ways to meet the 
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Theis 

This is one of two winning 
essays in the Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative “Youth 
to Washington” essay contest. 
This essay was written by 
Daniel Theis of Dongola, a 
student at Dongola Unit 
School. Next month we will 
print the winning essay by 
Stephanie Hard of Grand 
Chain, a student at Century 
High School. 

demand yet maintain low prices. To 
do this the cooperatives have 
developed programs to educate the 
members. These programs train the 
members in efficient use of elec¬ 
tricity as well as the weatheriza- 
tion of homes to keep their costs 
affordable. 

In participating in research 
being done on the Electric Smart 
house, a more economical and effi¬ 
cient home is being prepared for 
members. This house is developing 
computer technology for con¬ 
servation and safety purposes. 
Appliances will even be able to com¬ 
municate with one another. 

In addition to the Smart House,' 
an Innovative Clean Coal Tech¬ 
nology program using the LNS 
burner, is being implemented at the 
Lake of Egypt. This program pro¬ 
motes the use of Illinois coal by 
eliminating elements which pollute 
the environment and can cause acid 
rain. This research will permit the 
usage of Illinois coal, a boom for 
Illinois coal miners, and will do 
much for a better environment. 

Research is not the only way to 
prepare for the future. Electric 
cooperatives realize that the educa¬ 
tion of the youth also prepares 
for the future. By cultivating the 
youth, future leaders are harvested. 
Satellite “dishes” provided to area 
schools will extend the curriculum, 
offering educational advantages 
otherwise unattainable. Not only 
the students but teachers will 
benefit from the various programs. 

Another learning experience 
offered through the electric cooper¬ 
atives is the essay contest for 
high school students. The students 
learn about electric cooperatives 
while competing for a week-long 
Washington, D.C., trip. Students see 
historical sights, meet government 
leaders as well as interact with other 
people their age. If they are one of 
the runner up, they will spend a day 
in Springfield, enjoying all the 
sights and sounds of the city. 

The services of the electric 
cooperative are as varied as the 
members. Research and education 
are only facets of the whole. There 
are two other services which can be 
classified merely as public services. 
One is the cooperative rural televi¬ 
sion. Rural residents, who cannot 
participate in cable television, are 
provided the opportunity of com¬ 
petitive cost programming and 
reliable service via the cooperative 
way. 

The other public service is the 
Crime Watch Program. This pro¬ 
gram was initiated to help decrease 
the rising crime rate in rural areas. 
Electric cooperative employees, 
while traveling throughout the area, 
will report suspicious incidents to 
the authorities. This program is 
similar to a Neighborhood Watch 
program except the electric cooper¬ 
ative is the watchful neighbor. 

For over fifty years, the electric 
cooperative has been nurturing 
rural America. Having achieved the 
electrification of the countryside, 
members prepare for the future by 
researching, educating and ser¬ 
vicing the areas. We reap the 
benefits of their efforts every day of 
our lives. 

1989 



1989 Nominating Committee to meet 
Members to serve on the 1989 

Nominating Committee were 
appointed by the president of the 
board of directors of Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative at the 
1988 annual meeting held August 5. 
The committee will meet at the 
cooperative headquarters, Route 51 
north of Dongola, on June 15 at 
8 p.m. to consider nominees for 
election to the board of directors at 
the 1989 meeting of the members. 

The following were appointed to 
the 1989 Nominating Committee to 
represent their respective counties: 

Alexander County—Rick Good¬ 

man, P.O. Box 92, McClure, IL 

62957 and Frank Blakemore, 
P.O. Box 236, Olive Branch, IL 
62969 

Johnson County—Clarence All- 
britten, Route 1 Box 96, Belknap, IL 
62908 and and Charley Littleton, 
Cypress, IL 62923 

Massac County—Lynn Lover- 
kamp, Route 3, Metropolis, IL 
62960 and Larry Fisher, Route 1 
Box 131, Karnak, IL 62956 

Pulaski County—Ginnie Hart¬ 
man, Route 1 Box 1070, Mounds, IL 
62964 and Robert Heisner, Route 1 
Box 10, Grand Chain, IL 62941 

Union County—Orris Mosby, Jr., 
Route 1 Box 52, Jonesboro, IL 
62952 and P.L. Parr, Route 1 

Box 173, Buncombe, IL 62912 

The bylaws of the cooperative pro¬ 
vide that nominees to the board 
of directors may be made by: 
(1) nominating committee (2) peti¬ 
tion signed by 15 or more active 
members, or (3) an active mem¬ 
ber from the floor at the annual 
meeting. The three-year terms of 
the directors are expired alternately 
so that each year elections are held 
for a portion of the board. At the 
1989 annual meeting elections will 
be held for a director from each of 
the three counties: Alexander, 
Pulaski and Union. 

Ramage 

Massac-area 
lineman 

Members living in the Massac 
County area will be able to call on 
Robin Ramage for outages and ser¬ 
vice. Robin fills the vacancy left 
in the area that occurred when 
Leonard Martin took disability 

leave. 
Ramage began work with the 

cooperative January 31 as a forestry 
apprentice. He is a qualified line¬ 
man having completed his appren¬ 
ticeship training in 1988. He started 
his new job the latter part of March 
and is working with Perry Dailey. 

Robin and his family will be 
relocating in the Massac County 

area. Telephone information will be 
published as soon as it is available. 

Essay judges met at cooperative headquarters April 3 to finalize their 
results. They enjoyed their work and commended the talent of the area 
youth. Shown from left: Margaret Shotton, administrative assistant. 
Southern Illinois Power Co-operative, Marion; Carolyn Holm, English 
instructor, Shawnee Community College, Ullin; Carol Duty, SIEC con¬ 
test coordinator; and Art Aikman, professor at SIU, Curriculum and 
Instructions, Carbondale. Seventy-six essays were submitted forjudging. 

Office closing 
The cooperative office will be closed, May 29, 

to observe Memorial Day. 
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Winners and finalists in Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative's "Youth to Washington" essay contest were 
honored during a banquet on Thursday, April 20 in Ullin. From left are, front row, Daniel Theis of Dongola 
and Stephanie Hard of Grand Chain, who both won a trip to the nation's capital; and finalists Julie Sickling, 
Sandra Thomas, Richard Sickling, and Alan Moreland, all of Dongola; and Dacia Mescher of Brookport; back 
row, SIEC Manager Tim Reeves, finalists Bill Frizzell of Ullin; Julie Willliams of Anna; Chris Poulos and Bradley 
Jerolds of Dongola; Kelly Renee South of Cobden, Miss Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative; and SIEC Board 
President Richard D. Moss of Tamms. Theis, Hard and South will join essay contest winners from cooperatives 
around the state for this summer's Washington D.C. trip. 

Cooperative Communicators Association offers travel grants 
The “hot spot” for a college stu¬ 

dent interested in journalism and 
communications is San Antonio, 
Texas, this summer as the Cooper¬ 
ative Communicators Association 

offers several travel scholarships 
to attend its annual institute 
June 18-21. 

For the 12th year, CCA will be 
accepting applications from college 
students for scholarships that will 
provide the winners with a chance 
to meet talented communicators in 
an intensive four-day learning 
session. 

Applicants should be juniors, 
seniors or graduate students in a 

(Continued from page 12a) 
presentation that previewed the 
upcoming Washington trip. Rings 
himself was a participant in the 
1978 “Youth to Washington” tour. 

Theis, Hard and South will join 
about 50 essay contest winners from 
electric cooperatives around the 
state for the June 16-23 tour of 
Washington. 
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professional communications 
program such as journalism, broad¬ 
casting, or public relations. Appli¬ 
cants should also have experience 
with, or an active interest in, farmer 
or consumer cooperatives, the 
application deadline is April 1, 
1989. 

The travel scholarships, funded 
jointly by CCA and a grant from the 
Mutual Service Fund of MSI In¬ 
surance, cover all institute expenses 
for registration, transportation, 
lodging, and meals. 

Along with nuts and bolts work¬ 
shops for both advanced and be¬ 
ginning communicators, the CCA 

Juniors attending high schools in 
the cooperative service area were 
eligible to participate in the Youth 
Tour program. 

SIEC manager Tim Reeves said 
the cooperative is pleased to spon¬ 
sor this annual essay contest for 
area students. “The young people 
are our future, and it is encouraging 
that so many have shown an interest 

1989 

institute will feature presentations 
by recognized authorities in the 
communications business. Addi¬ 
tionally, awards will be given to win¬ 
ners of the annual writing and 
photography competition. 

For application materials and 
further details, contact CCA 
scholarship Chair Donna Foster, 
2406 Tinned Street, Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee 37129. 

CCA is an organization of more 
than 300 professional cooperative 
communicators from across the U.S. 
and Canada. 

in learning about our organiza¬ 
tion and about state and federal 
government.” 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooper¬ 
ative, with headquarters in Dongola, 
provides electric service to more 
than 9,200 connections on 1,960 
miles of energized line in the coun¬ 
ties ofjohnson, Alexander, Massac, 
Union, Pulaski and Pope. 
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The role of electric cooperatives today 
Click! The switch of progress in 

the rural communities of America 
was thrown on May 11, 1935. By 
the executive order of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, the Rural 
Electrification Administration was 
created, and our rural countryside 
began to literally “light up”. From 
that momentous day, rural electric 
cooperative members and their 
belief in America’s free-enterprise 
system have worked together to 
forge a prosperity that grows 
brighter with the passage of time. 
The introduction of affordable elec¬ 
tricity to the countryside has lured 
industries away from the urban 
enterprises. Each business that 
located in a rural community 
brought jobs and revenue to the sur¬ 
rounding area. Because of their 
dependable service, cost com¬ 
petitive prices, and deep affection 
for the members of the coopera¬ 
tives, rural Americans have moved 
ahead from the darkness of 1935 to 
the light of progress today, and with 
their continued commitment for a 
better rural America, they are still 
finding new ways to help improve 
the lives of our country’s rural 
residents. 

Today, there are nearly 1,000 
rural electric cooperatives, public 
power districts, and public utility 
districts working to improve the ser¬ 
vices they provide to their mem¬ 
bers. Much of this work is routine. 
Power lines, sometimes forty years 
old and stretching over rough, iso¬ 
lated countryside, must be main¬ 
tained and repaired daily. Genera¬ 
tion and transmission equipment 
must be kept in good working order 
so power flows continuously to ru¬ 
ral homes, schools and businesses. 

Cooperatives’ board members 

Hard 

This is one of the two winning 
essays in the Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative “Youth 
to Washington" essay con¬ 
test. This essay was written 
by Stephanie Hard of Grand 
Chain, a student at Century 
High School. 

work diligently to make sound fi¬ 
nancial judgments. These decisions 
must provide inexpensive services 
and still allow the cooperatives to 
make a marginal profit in order to 
stay in business and keep all work¬ 
ing operations running smoothly. 

Rural electric cooperatives go a 
step further than other power sup¬ 
pliers. They do not hold their com¬ 
munity involvement to just supply¬ 
ing cheap, electric services. They 
show their concern through re¬ 
search, youth involvement programs, 

and other community projects. Con¬ 
stant involvement in research proj¬ 
ects that will provide us with a 
cleaner, more energy-efficient en¬ 
vironment in which to work and 
live is an integral part of what rural 

electric cooperatives do today. 
The Innovative Clean Coal 

Technology program, in which 
the Southern Illinois Power Co- 
Operative is currently participating, 
is a federally funded program for 
testing an LNS burner. If successful, 
this experimental burner would al¬ 
low for the future use of high-sulfur 
coal that is mined in Southern 
Illinois. This would clean up our 
air and maintain low costs for 
Southern Illinois electric users. 
Researchers around Washington, 
D.C., will begin construction on a 
three-year project this summer 
called the Electric Smart House. 
This research will enable the house 
itself to make energy-efficient deci¬ 
sions that are safer and more 
convenient. 

Throughout the United States, 
rural electric cooperatives are 
working in conjunction with other 
agencies to provide opportunities 
to the rural youth of today. Satellite 
television equipment is being of¬ 
fered to rural schools, making 
available a variety of courses that 
otherwise would not be accessible to 
students in these areas. Another 
youth-oriented activity provided by 
rural electric cooperatives is the 
Youth to Washington Tour held 
each year since 1959. Local essay 
winners are given the opportunity 

to tour the Washington area, meet 
their state representatives, and gain 
some insight into the workings of 
government. At the same time, these 
students meet and form friendships 
with rural youths from other parts 
of the country. 

Some cooperatives in Illinois are 
co-sponsoring agricultural wiring 
workshops throughout the state 

(Continued on page 12d) 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/June 1989 12a 



1. Incoming 34.5KV or 69KV 
Transmission Line 

2. Switch 
3. Lightning Arresters 
4. Fuses 
5. Transformer converts 34.5 

or 69KV to 7.2/12.5KV 
6. Regulators to maintain con¬ 

stant voltage 
7. Metering 
8. Switch 
9. 7.2/12.5KV Buss for Distri¬ 

bution Circuits 
10. Breaker 
11. Underground three-phase 

feed out to poles and 
distribution system 

What is a substation? 
We see them often—in town or in 

the country. They all look alike— 
high, chain link fences; warning 
signs; gray shapes behind the 
fences; lots of wire going in or 
coming out; sometimes a slight hum 
can be heard if we stop and listen. 
But what are they? 

Well, substations serve two pur¬ 
poses. They change the voltage of 
the electricity and they route it. 
They change or transform the 
voltage from a higher (69,000 or 
138,000 or 345,000 volts) to a 
lower voltage (7,200). Electricity is 

cheaper to transport at higher 
voltages and costs more to transport 
at lower voltages. 

In the picture, the high voltage 
enters the substation from the left, 
goes into the top of the transformer 
(1) where the voltage is lowered to 
7,200 volts. From the transformer it 
flows to the voltage regulator (2). 
The regulator ensures that the 
voltage is constant and true. 

It leaves the regulator to flow to 
the distribution center (4) where it 
is split into three or more circuits 
that travel along highways and 

streets to a transformer near a 
house. Here it is changed from 
7,200 volts to 240 volts and then 
flows into the home to be distrib¬ 
uted through the fuse or breaker 
box. 

That’s what they are and that’s 
what they do. We need a new one 
when a circuit serving a particular 
area gets too many members con¬ 
nected to it. The new one then 
serves the area with three or more 
circuits instead of one. 

Right-of-way spraying planned 
Aerial right-of-way spraying will 

take place in mid-summer in parts 
of Johnson, Union and Alexander 
counties. 

The spraying will be done 
during early morning or late 

evening hours for best results. 
ROWCO, Inc., of San Antonio, 
Texas, will be doing the applica¬ 
tion work. 

The cooperative ensures con¬ 
tinuous electric service and a 

minimum number of outages for 
the members by spraying the 
rough terrain and dense brush in 

these areas. 
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Board allocates 
capital credits for 1988 

The board of directors of 
Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive has authorized the allocation of 
$1,752,116.75, in capital credits to 
its members for the year 1988. Of 
the $1,752,116.75, $552,768.73 
represents capital credits received 
from Southern Illinois Power 
Co-operative. 

The allocation of capital credits 
represents an amount allocated to 
the account of each member who 
received service in 1988. This 
allocated amount cannot be used as 
a credit nor is it available in the 
form of cash until capital credits 
for the year 1988 are retired. In 
general, no capital credits can be 
retired until the cooperative has 
obtained enough capital to take 
care of all its needs. Capital credits 
are represented largely by in¬ 
vestments in poles, wire, trans¬ 
formers and other equipment re¬ 
quired to provide service. 

Members may determine the ap¬ 
proximate amount of their capital 
credit allocation for 1988 by multi¬ 
plying the total amount paid in elec¬ 
tric bills for 1988 by a factor of 

.18132. 
If you wish to know your exact 

capital credit allocation for 1988, 
please submit a written request. 

To further explain, a capital 
credit plan is an arrangement 
under which: 

1. A cooperative and its members 
expressly agree that any payment by 
any patron over the cost of serving 
him is capital furnished by the 
patron to the cooperative. 

2. The cooperative credits such 
patronage capital on its books to 
the patrons, and 

3. Such capital credits will be 
retired when, in the opinion of the 
board of directors, such retirement 
will not impair the cooperative’s 
financial position. 

The capital credit plan provides 
for service at cost, for paying off 
REA and CFG loans, for acquiring 
complete local ownership of the 
cooperative system, for giving all 
patrons full credit for all payments 
in excess of cost, and for the even¬ 
tual repayment to the patrons of all 
capital furnished by them. 

Kelly South chosen 
Miss Rend Lake 

Kelly Renee South, 17, of 
Cobden, daughter of Randy and 
Penny South, was chosen as Miss 
Rend Lake during the 18th annual 
Rend Lake Water Festival May 11. 
Kelly is the reigning Miss Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative, 
Cobden Peach Festival Queen and 
Miss Union County Fair. 

HIGH BLOOD CHOLESTEROL 

KNOW YOUR 
BLOOD CHOLESTEROL 
BY HEART 

Save 
Your 
Heart 

EAT SMART 

Office closing 
The office of Southern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative 
will be closed Tuesday, July 4, 
in observance of Indepen¬ 
dence Day. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/June 1989 12c 



Look 

and live! 
A close pass at your field's edge may net you a few 

more rows, but extended farm implements can also snag 
a power pole guy wire. The result is a harvest of hazard. 
During the busy planting season and the rush of harvest— 
at all times—use care around electric lines and equipment. 
Look out...and live to see another crop grow. 

(Continued from page 12a) 

geared toward anyone who plans to 
work with electricity in an agricul¬ 
tural setting. This is a valuable ser¬ 
vice to farmers and those operating 
electric equipment in their rural 
environment. Dedicated electric 
cooperatives have recognized this 
area and provided the services to fill 
the need. 

Our own Southern Illinois Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative is currently work¬ 
ing with local law enforcement on 
a Crime Watch program. Coopera- 
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tive personnel are using their 
vehicles and radios to alert the ap¬ 
propriate agencies of any suspicious 
situations they might notice on 
their routes. As a result, residents 
served by the cooperative can feel 
more secure and safe in their homes 
and communities. 

What is the role of rural electric 
cooperatives—today? Their role is 
to incorporate new ideas into their 

operations which will freshen the 
air we breath and cleanse the land 
we love of pollutants. They are con- 

1989 

tinuously seeking new methods of 
improving the safety and efficiency 
of our homes, in addition to en¬ 
riching the most important natural 
resource we have—the youth of 
America—through the varied 
educational programs they provide. 
Although it is impossible to enu¬ 
merate all the services supplied to 
us by our cooperatives, let us always 
remember their commitment to 
lighting our past, enriching our 

present, and ensuring progress for 
our future. 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Annual Meeting 
August 4f 1989 

Shawnee College 
Ullin 

Registration 5 p.m. — Meeting 7 p.m. 

Sandwiches and soft drinks will be available 
Door prize for each member registered 

Early bird prizes 
Drawing for prizes 

A bargain table 
Miss SI EC beauty contest 
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Curt and Kay Jones are holding a bag of "Dippin' Dots." The tiny beads are formed when ice cream or yogurt 
mix is run through a nitrogen cooled extruder. The end product is packaged for shipment in ziplock bags. 

Freezing ice cream on the banks of the Ohio 
Curt Jones and his family are pro¬ 

ducing a fast-frozen ice cream and 
yogurt specialty called “Dippin’ 
Dots” in their new plant nestled 
among the rolling hills on the banks 
of the Ohio River near Grand 
Chain. 

Jones, inventor of the new prod¬ 
uct, is the son of Milford and 
Dorothy Jones, of Grand Chain. He 
is a graduate of Century High 
School, Shawnee College and 
Southern Illinois University- 
Carbondale with a degree in 
microbiology. 

Working as a microbiologist with 
a biotechnology center, Curt dis¬ 
covered a technique to freeze live¬ 
stock feed additives. “One of the 
steps in the process is freezing the 
material into large thin sheets. We 

found that the faster we would 
freeze the material the better the 
product was. The faster it’s frozen 
the less ice crystals form in the 
product,” Jones said. 

The biotechnology center shelved 
the fast-frozen livestock feed idea, 
but in the summer of 1987Jones hit 
upon the concept of applying this 
process to ice cream. While eating 
homemade ice cream at a friend’s 
home he decided it would have 
fewer ice crystals if it was frozen 
faster. The super-cold temperatures 
used in the “Dippin’ Dots” freezing 
process is the secret to the quality 
of the product. It is frozen up to 20 
times faster than most modern pro¬ 
cesses allow. 

The ice cream and yogurt mixes 
are run through a nitrogen-cooled 

extruder to produce the “dots.” The 
tiny beads or “dots” about halfway 
in size between b-b’s and M&M’s, 
allow the quick, yet even freeze that 
is important to the taste and con¬ 
sistency of the product. The ice 
cream and yogurt has to be stored 
at 25 degrees colder than regular ice 
cream and, therefore, the consumer 
knows the product is fresh if the 
“Dots” are still “Dots.” 

The first Dippin’ Dots Ice Cream 
and Yogurt Shop opened in 
Lexington, Kentucky, in the spring 
of 1988. The shop serves the frozen 
dots in cups, cones, shakes and 
floats, as well as in somethingjones 
calls a Fridget, a cluster of the 
beads stuck together with hardened 
chocolate. One and one-half-fluid- 
ounce ziplock packs are designed 
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Foundations are poured for additions to the existing plant. Expansion 
will be geared to volume of sales. 

for kids and a two and one-fourth- 
fluid-ounce ziplock pack is on 
the drawing board for adult-sized 
snacks. 

The company is looking ahead to 
another shop in the near future and 
perhaps franchising opportunities 
throughout the country. They sup¬ 
ply 15 outlets at present including 
“Chaos” at Opryland and an amuse¬ 
ment park in the Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
area. Montego’s Pizza House in 
Metropolis was one of the first 
businesses in Southern Illinois to 
retail the Dippin’ Dot products. 
More recent distributors are the 
Vienna Correctional Center and 

Connie Jones Ulrich works in book¬ 
keeping, office management, ad¬ 
vertising and etc. Organizing the 
present production teams will pro¬ 
vide a model for future expansion. 

Shawnee College. 
Jones sold, delivered and in¬ 

stalled one of his machines to a con¬ 
cessions company in Minnesota and 
is guaranteed a percentage of all 
Dippin’ Dot sales. An east coast 
company manufactures the special 
freezers required to store and retail 
the products. As a result, Jones can 
equip distributors and increase his 
profit margin. 

So far, family members have 
manned the work force with a 
minimum of hired labor. Mrs. Curt 
Jones (Nee. Kay Eastwood), father 
Milford Jones, and father-in-law 
Edwin Eastwood help in the pro¬ 
duction. Connie Jones Ulrich, 
Curt’s sister, contributes her exper¬ 
tise in management and marketing. 

The growth of the company is 
geared to the volume of sales. The 

plant in Grand Chain is being ex¬ 
panded as needed. The foundation 
has been poured for more pro¬ 
duction area, additional walk- 
in freezers and increased office 
space. At present they operate two 
freezers, each capable of producing 
50 to 60 gallons at a time, or 20 
gallons per hour. They are planning 
the addition of four more machines. 
Curt continues to improve and 
perfect the machine itself. 

Not many new ice cream prod¬ 
ucts come out of research on im¬ 
proving livestock feed, but then, 
who but a dreamer would visualize 
an ice cream plant among the 
rolling hills on the banks of the 
Ohio River near Grand Chain. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Curt Jones was 
an SIEC Essay Contest winner and 
Youth Tour participant in 1976. 

Budget billing available 
A budget billing payment plan 

is available to residential con¬ 
sumers of Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative. 

Budget billing allows customers 
to pay a fixed amount for 11 
months of each year. In the 12th 
month, the customer’s billing will 
be adjusted to bring the account up 
to date. The budget amount each 

consumer pays will be based on the 
past 12 months history. 

To qualify for budget billing, a 
customer: 

1. must be a residential consumer 
with a rate classification of 01 or 03. 

2. must have been connected for 
at least one year. 

3. must have a good payment 
record with the Cooperative. 

Customers wanting to change to 
budget billing will be allowed to do 
so in September of each year. If you 
are interested in changing to budget 
billing, or if you have questions 
about budget billing, please contact 
the office by August 21. Ask for the 
billing supervisor. 
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Entrants sought for 1989 beauty pageant 
Eligible young ladies may enter 

the Miss Southern contest by com¬ 
pleting and mailing the entry form 
on this page. Do not delay! 

RULES 
Entrant must be a member of a 

family who has an active member¬ 
ship currently receiving power 
from the Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative. 

Entrant must be unmarried be¬ 
tween the ages of 16 and 22. 

Previous first-place winners are 
not eligible. 

Candidates will appear in formals 
and swimsuits (other than bikini). 

Cooperative does not bear the 
winner’s clothing expense. 

PRIZES 
First Prize: $100 cash, trophy, 

sash, and all-expense paid trip to 
Washington, D.C. 

Second Prize: $75 cash and gift. 
(In the event first place prize win¬ 
ner cannot go to Washington, 
the second prize winner has the 
opportunity). 

Third Prize: $50 cash and gift. 
Consolation Prize of $10 cash 

awarded to each entry. 
“Miss Congeniality” trophy 

awarded to contestant chosen by 
other entrants in competition. 

Entries will be judged as follows: 
Beauty: 25% Facial, 25% Figure; 

Poise: 10% Posture, 5% Grace; Per¬ 
sonality: 15% Charm, 10% Groom¬ 
ing; Ability: 5% Past Achievements, 
5% Talent or Domestic Ability. 

Beauty pageant entry form 
I agree to abide by the rules set forth herein and I herewith give 
my permission for the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative to use 
my picture and name for any publicity purposes in connection with 
the contest. I understand that if I should win the contest and be 
unable to participate in cooperative activities, an alternate may be 
selected in the manner described. 

Name. Phone. 

Address 

Age Account No.  
(obtain from billing book) 

Parents’ Name  

.Date of Birth 

If living with other than parents give name and address of person 
you live with. 

I certify that this information is true to the best of my knowledge. 
Please accept my entry in the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Beauty Contest. 

Signed   
(Applicant) 

What caused the Massac County outages in May 
A transformer was ruptured at 

the Massac substation Tuesday, May 
23, about 2:30 p.m. by the contrac¬ 
tor working around the area in¬ 
stalling a new switch. When the 
damage occurred it took the substa¬ 
tion completely out of service, but 

in a short period of time coopera¬ 
tive personnel were able to back¬ 
feed this substation service area 
from adjacent substations. 

The substation transformers 
weigh 40,000 pounds, so a heavy- 
duty crane and tractor trailer low¬ 
boy from Falconite Crane Rentals 
in Paducah, Kentucky, had to be 
engaged to transport a spare substa¬ 
tion transformer from Dongola 
headquarters to the site. The spare 

was temporarily installed and nor¬ 
mal service was restored by 11 p.m. 

The damaged substation trans¬ 
former was repaired on the site, 
refilled with oil, and electrically 
tested. 

The cooperative planned an 
outage to set in the transmission in¬ 
line switch on Tuesday, May 30. The 
repaired transformer was replaced 
during this down time and thereby 
eliminated an additional interrup¬ 
tion of the system. 

The switch was installed to pre¬ 
pare the system for emergency 
situations. In case of a major di¬ 
saster, the cooperative is now able 
to receive alternate transmission 
feed, continue to furnish power and 

better cope with a crisis situation. 
Due to the damage done to the 

transformer, approximately 800 
gallons of transformer oil that did 
not contain PCB’s spilled on the 
ground at the substation. This oil 
had to be removed and disposed of 
according to the Environmental 
Protection Agency standards. 

We are sorry for the inconve¬ 
nience these outages have caused 
our members. The cooperative 
understands how vital our service is 

to the well-being of farms, homes 
and businesses along our lines. 
Every effort will be made to provide 
continuous, uninterrupted service. 
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Miss Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 1989 

Tami Sue Wyatt, 17, daughter 
of Ronald and Cindy Wyatt of 
Karnak, is the new “Miss Southern,” 
crowned at the annual meeting 
of the cooperative members at 
Shawnee Community College, 
Ullin, August 4. Tami is a 1989 
graduate of Century High School 
and a sophomore at Shawnee Com¬ 
munity College. She plans to 
graduate in December and is 
admitted to Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale in the pre- 
veterinary medicine program. After 
obtaining her B.S. degree she plans 
to attend the University of Illinois 
College of Veterinary Medicine. She 
is the reigning Miss Stonefort 1988, 
Fantasy Queen 1989, and Cover 

Miss 1989 and was first runner-up 
in the Miss West Kentucky 1989 and 
Miss Cape Girardeau pageants. She 
is listed in the Who’s Who Among 
American High School Students. 

Her high school activities included 
varsity scholar bowl, yearbook 
editor, newspaper news editor, 
FHA, FFA, class officer and Stu¬ 
dents Against Drunk Drivers. She is 
a member of the Illinois Sheriffs 
Association, the North Shore Ani¬ 
mal League, and is active in pre¬ 
serving the environment. As part of 
her prize, Miss Southern will accom¬ 
pany the Illinois essay winners 
in June 1990 on the “Youth to 
Washington” tour. 

Wyatt 

1968-69 capital 
The board of directors of 

Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive has authorized the retirement 
of capital credits for the years 1968 
and 1969. The amount to be re¬ 
funded for 1968 is $69,685.73, and 
the amount to be refunded for 1969 
is $50,616.61. The total amount to 
be refunded is $120,302.34. 

Members of Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative receive electric 
service at cost. Any margins or 
profits recorded in any one year are 
allocated back to the members in 
the form of capital credits. Then, 
when financial conditions permit, 

the capital credits are refunded. 

credits returned 
The refund of capital credits for the 
years 1968 and 1969 is the return of 
margins earned by the cooperative 
in those years. Members receiving 
service in 1968 and 1969 will 
receive their proportional shares of 
the margins. 

The refund for the years 1968 
and 1969 puts the Cooperative on 
a 20-year cycle; that is, margins 
generated by the Cooperative in 
1969 are being paid in 1989, 20 
years after they were earned. The 
board and management of the 

Cooperative are hopeful that finan¬ 
cial conditions will allow them to 
continue on a 20-year cycle of 

refunding capital credits. 
The first group of checks will be 

mailed this fall to those who have 
previously received a refund check 
for past years. We will also mail to 
those members for whom we have 
a current address. 

Many of you have been very 
helpful by locating and supplying 
us with addresses of past members 
or their relatives. If you have cur¬ 
rent address information on past 
members or their heirs, please con¬ 
tact Pam Lentz at our office. You 
may call Pam on our toll free 
number, which is 1-800-762-1400. 

No rate 
increase 

At the annual meeting of SIEC members August 4, president Richard 
Moss announced that there would be no rate increase this fall. There 
has not been an increase in rates since September 1, 1983. 
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Beauty pageant judges from left: Art Aikman, SIU- 
Carbondale; Roland Person, SlU-Carbondale; Dorothy 
Chamness, Marion, and Jill Gardner, Miss Southern 
Illinois of 1988. Dorothy is the franchise holder of the 
Miss Southern Illinois Scholarship pageant. 

Carolyn R. Modglin of Ullin won the RCA video 
cassette recorder with remote control early bird prize 
furnished by SIEC. She also won the General remote 
control furnished by SIEC. Larry Lovell, SIEC office 
manager, awarded the prize. 

Contestants from left: "Miss Congeniality" Pamela Ann Laird, 18-year-old daughter of Donald and Patricia 
Laird, Metropolis; "Miss Southern 1989" Tami Sue Wyatt, 17-year-old daughter of Ronald and Cindy Wyatt, 
Karnak; Tara J. Yancey, 1st runner-up, 17-year-old daughter of Vern Yancey, Anna; Mary Ann Dummeier, 
18-year-old daughter of Charles and Judith Dummeier, Brookport; Jamie M. Beck, 17-year-old daughter of 
David and Marsha Beck, Grand Chain; Gretchen LaRae Rendleman, 17-year-old daughter of Gary and Sherry 
Rendleman, Wolf Lake; Paula Otten, 17-year-old daughter of Alan and Sheik) Otten, Wolf Lake; Rebecca 
Mosely, 2nd runner-up, 17-year-old daughter of John and Jeanette Kelly, Buncombe; Kimberly D. Sullivan, 
16-year-old daughter of Terry and Barbara Sullivan, Makanda; and Elaine Schroeder, 18-year-old daughter 
of Robert and Betty Lang, Metropolis. 
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Gary Rendleman of Wolf Lake won the grand prize of a RCA the members' bargain table. Popular items 
XL-100 diagonal portable television with stand furnished by on meeting night were night lights, smoke 
SIEC. Larry Lovell, SIEC office manager, awarded the prize. detectors and light bulbs. 

First runner-up Tara J. Yancey, 
17-year-old daughter of Vern 
Yancey of Anna, is a senior at 
Cobden High School and plans to 
major in communications in col¬ 
lege. While at Cobden she has been 
an officer of Southern Illinois Beta 
Club, member of Scholar Bowl, 
French Club, Pep Club, Math 
Team, Varsity Club, Press Club and 
editor of the yearbook. Her hobbies 
are playing basketball, shooting 
firearms and listening to music. 

Second runner-up Rebecca 
Mosley, 17-year-old daughter of 
John and Jeanette Kelly of 
Buncombe, is a senior at Anna- 
Jonesboro Community High School 
and plans to attend Southern 
Illinois University-Carbondale. At 
A-J her activities include Forensics, 
Media Club, French Club, Key Club 
and Student Council. 

Miss Congeniality Pamela Ann 
Laird, 18-year-old daughter of 
Donald and Patricia Laird of 
Metropolis, is a 1989 graduate of 
Massac County High School. She 
plans to attend Shawnee Com¬ 
munity College, transfer to Murray 
State University and major in 
elementary education. In high 
school she participated in the Mu 
Alpha Theta, Jets, Key Club, Stu¬ 
dent Council, German Club, Pep 
Club and was class officer. She 
enjoys swimming, jogging, cycling 
and reading. 
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1989 uncashed checks 
Checks issued to the following 

were returned because of no for¬ 
warding address. 
Oren C. Rutherford, RR 1 Box 481, 

Metropolis, IL 62960 
Dale W. Yates, RR 1 Box 226, 

Cobden, IL 62920 
Toyce Williams, RR 1, Brookport, IL 

62910 
Lulu Macleith, RR 1 Box 257, 

Jonesboro, IL 62952 
William Katris, P.O. Box 353, 

Gurnee, IL 60038 
Claude R. Timmons, 

General Delivery, Elco, IL 62929 
Fina Armes, Hamletsburg, IL 62944 
Razz E. Jordan, RR 1 Box 1405, 

Mounds, IL 62964 

Dorothy Berbling, 202 22nd St., 
Cairo, IL 62914 

Gene Sullivan, 4910 Valley Ridge Dr., 
Irving, TX 75062 

Grover R. Dassing, RR 1 Box 187, 
Brookport, IL 62910 

Monette E. Shavers, RR 1 Box 163, 
Tamms, IL 62988 

Veronica Kay Eaton, RR 2, Anna, IL 
62906 

Wm. P. Washmund, 47 East Cape 
Mobile Park, McClure, IL 62957 

Gladys McGhee, P.O. Box 63, 
Brookport, IL 62910 

Consolidated Grain Barge, 
5100 Oakland, St Louis, MO 63110 

Mrs. Marie Campbell, P.O. Box 76, 
Elco, IL 62929 

Sidney Parham, 516 S. 7th St., 
Herrin, IL 62948 

Tony M. &Judy Griffen, 
P.O. Box 163, Cobden, IL 62920 

William B. Burton, General Delivery, 
Olive Branch, IL 62969 

Geraldine Logan, P.O. Box 142, 
Olmsted, IL 62970 

Roger Brumley, P.O. Box 831, 
Vienna, IL 62995 

Karen Shawel, RR 1 Box 90, 
Jonesboro, IL 62952 

Myrtle M. Adams, RR 1 Box 40, 
Dongola, IL 62926 

David Anderson, P.O. Box 247, 
Metropolis, IL 62960 

Abercrombie 

New billing 
books 

New billing books will be 
mailed in September for your 
October 1 meter reading. If 
you have not received the 
book by October 1, please call 
your Cooperative office at 
827-3555 or 1-800-762-1400. 

Please note: If you are on 
budget billing, you will not be Gjnnie Hartman Secretary of the 
receding a book. nominating committee, read the 

minutes of the June meeting. 

Don’t die in the grain bin 

Follow safety rules 

New employee 
R. Dennis Abercrombie, Tamms, 

began work May 9 in the position 
of janitor. Dennis grew up in the 
Tamms area and attended McClure 
Elementary and Shawnee High 
Schools. 

Dennis is married to the former 
Sharon Newell. The couple have 
two children: Joshua Dean, age 11, 
and Hope Christine, age 9. 

Dennis likes hunting, fishing and 
camping in his spare time. 
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Martin 

David L. Martin is new director 
David L. Martin, a pharmacist from Metropolis and 

a southern Illinois native, is the newest director on the 
board of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. Martin, 
34, is the owner-operator of Humma’s Drug Store in 
Metropolis. He holds a bachelor of science in pharmacy 
degree from Samford University School of Pharmacy 
in Birmingham, Alabama. He has owned the century- 
old Metropolis drug store since 1985. David’s father, 
Leonard Martin, served nearly 40 years as a Southern 
Illinois Electric employee. He worked in a variety of 
positions, including foreman, Massac division, before 
taking disability leave in 1987. 

Martin was nominated from the floor during SIEC’s 

annual meeting August 4 and was elected to fill the 
unexpired term of Phillip Arensman. Arensman 
resigned his position on the board in May 1989. David 
and his wife, Lillie, have two young children, Westly 
and Gabrielle, and live in rural Metropolis. 

David feels that he is uniquely qualified to fill the 
position of director for the people of Massac County 
as he has lived in a Southern Illinois Electric coopera¬ 
tive lineman’s family all of his 34 years and knows how 
the company works first hand. Also having worked on 
his father’s farm all his life and now farming part-time, 
he realizes the importance of a rural electric coopera¬ 
tive as it relates to the modern farmer. 
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Illinois State Police District No. 22 headquarters 
Governor Jim Thompson visited Ullin by helicopter 

August 30th to break ground for the new District No. 
22 Illinois State Police headquarters just off Interstate 
57. The $1.17 million, 10,000 square-foot facility will 
house divisions of the State Troopers and Criminal 
Investigation. It will feature offices, a laboratory, 
classrooms, storage and will support space for a staff 
of about 50 State Police personnel. 

The governor was greeted by fair weather and an 
enthusiastic crowd. After declaring his concern that 
Southern Illinois get its fair share the governor stated, 
“The infrastructure underlies the economy of the state. 
This facility is in a perfect location, on the highway 
accessible to all parts of Southern Illinois. It will bring 
jobs and construction-related activities to the area and 
will provide a home for the proud State of Illinois 
Police, who I believe to be the best in the nation.” 

Also present at the ceremonies were U.S. Rep. Glenn 
Poshard, D-Ill., State Sen. Jim Rea of Christopher, state 
representatives David Phelps of Eldorado and Charles 
Wayne Goforth of Tamaroa, as well as other officials. 

The state has selected this site in Pulaski County in 
the service territory of Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative. The cooperative will provide electricity 
for the new structure. This construction is great news 
for Southern Illinois and the electric cooperative. We 
are looking forward to the possibility of additional new 
development in the area. 

Illinois State Police Dlst. No. 22 
Headquarters 

CHEEKS 
Proposed [' 
site for 
police 
heedquerters I 

Shawnee College Road 

Exit 18 

Ullin Ullin 

Safety tips to remember! 
Look up around the home or farm! 
When you are carrying metal ladders, long 
boards, pipes or poles, remember to be on the 
alert for any utility lines in the yard. When 
you're on the roof making repairs, cleaning 
gutters or working on an antenna, be alert for 
any power lines within reach. 

Look around! 
Watch overhead power lines in the farmyard 
and near the fields! These lines carry deadly, 
high-voltage loads. Any contact between the 
lines and augers, combines, antennas or other 
equipment might be deadly. 

Don't fly kites . . . 
. . . near power lines. Autumn winds are often 
ideal for kite-flying. But keep those kids and 
kites away from the utility lines. Electric lines 
and kites form a deadly combination. 

Call before you dig! 
Putting in a brand new garden or planting 
trees? Be sure that you don't plant or dig near 
underground power lines. You might be 
shocked to find buried cables by accident. 
If in doubt, call Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative to find the location of under¬ 
ground lines in your area. Remember: Southern 
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Dongola headquarters—more taste, less filling 
The board of directors of 

Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive has authorized improvements 
to the existing headquarters build¬ 
ing to better utilize the existing 
structure and make it more conve¬ 
nient for our members and visitors. 
Modifications began October 1. 

A larger lobby area will be 
created to better serve our mem¬ 
bers. The section of the building 
formerly occupied by the appliance 
resale department will be made into 

a large lobby with additional seating 
and space available for educational 
displays. A public rest room with 
facilities for the handicapped will 
also be accessible from this area. 

The area presently used as a lob¬ 
by will be partitioned into addi¬ 
tional office space with a small con¬ 
ference room. 

The front exterior will be altered 
by replacing the double-door 
entrances on both sides with single, 
energy-efficient doors. The new 

entrance will be situated in the 
center of the headquarters building. 
A canopy protected walkway will 
lead up to the new doors. The 
existing windows will also be 
canopied for comfort and energy 
efficiency. 

The improvement to the building 
protects your cooperative invest¬ 
ment. Good things are happening. 
Stop by for a visit and check us out. 

Cooperatives called ideal for bringing rural jobs 

IB M 

rr 

Cooperatives can help revitalize 
rural America, Rod Nilsestuen, 
chair of the National Rural Cooper¬ 
ative Development Task Force, told 
the House Agriculture Committee. 

Congressman Glenn English, 
chair of the Conservation, Credit 
and Rural Development Subcom¬ 
mittee, held hearings this summer 
before developing legislation later 
this year to address the problems 
facing rural America. Nilsestuen 
testified that cooperatives have 
an extensive and successful track 
record over many years in rural 
development. As locally based, 
private sector rural enterprises, 
cooperatives are ideally positioned 
to provide development and growth 
which is sensitive to local business 
conditions as well as responsive to 

the needs of rural communities. 
Nilsestuen challenged the mem¬ 

bers of the committee to re-establish 
a partnership between government 
and cooperatives. 

He specifically proposed a two- 
point program to reinvigorate this 
public investment in cooperative 
development. The first part calls for 
a National Center for Cooperative 
Research, Education, Training and 
Development. The center would 
focus research, study and education 
on how co-ops could provide in¬ 
novations and services needed by 
rural people. 

The second part of the program 
would increase funding for tech¬ 
nical assistance for new rural 
businesses. 

IK 

Illinois Electric Cooperative is not a member 
of J.U.L.I.E., which stands for Joint Utility 
Location Information for Excavators. You 
must call the cooperative! 

During emergencies . . . 
Stay clear of fallen electric lines. Call your 
electric cooperative immediately! Never 
assume that a fallen power line is dead! 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/October 1989 14c 



1989 door prizes 
Annual meeting August 4 

PRIZE DONOR PRIZE DONOR 

Early Bird 
Norelco 10 cup coffee maker 

Doyle Rider, Dongola 

Stihl Water Jug 
Norma Lauderdale, Goreville 

1 Year subscription 
Grant Taylor, Ullin 

Presto 11 in. fry pan 
Marsha Beck, Grand Chain 

RCA Video Cassette Recorder 
Carolyn Modglin, Ullin 

Oil Field Elec. Co. 
West Frankfort 

John McCarver’s Rep. 
Buncombe 

Dongola Tri-County Record 
Dongola 

United Utility Sup. 
Louisville, Ky. 

SIEC 

Parker stainless pen set 
Kenneth Riley, Kamak 

Black & Decker 7- % • circ. saw 
Leonard Stratemeyer, Belknap 

Chloride floor light 
James Riley, Karnak 

Sunbeam Table Top Grill 
I.O. Hodge, Belknap 

Mini Maglite 
Louis E. Cook, Thebes 

Proctor-Silex 2-Slice Toaster 
George McCommons, Dongola 

21 lb. box FS laundry detergent 
Loren Houseright, Karnak 

Black & Decker toaster oven 
Thomas Farms, Miller City 

1985 U.S. Coin Proof Set 
Kenneth Dexter, Ullin 

Waring 6 speed standmixer 
Warren Goins, Grand Chain 

Stiles Office Supply 
Carbondale 

Oil Field Elec. Co. 
West Frankfort 

Schott Elec. Distr. 
Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

Or Com Systems 
Bend, Oreg. 

Jim Wilson Company 
Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

Oil Field Electric Co. 
West Frankfort 

Fruit Belt Service Co. 
Vienna 

Tennessee Valley Elec. 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Henry A. Petter Supply 
Paducah, Ky. 

Big D Electric Co. 
Eldorado 

Unisonic solar desk/pocket calculator 
Charles Dummeier, Brookport 

Igloo 3 gal. cooler & gal. gas can 
Doyle Rider, Dongola 

Windmere 12o oscillating fan 
Miles Hartman, Mounds 

Toastmaster cordless carving knife 
John Mathis, Kamak 

Equity Digital Alarm Clock 
Raymond Miller, Ullin 

Oil Field Elec. Co. 
West Frankfort 

Eusco 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Fletcher-Reinhardt 
Maryland Hgts., Mo. 

Oil Field Elec. Co. 
West Frankfort 

Drake Scruggs Equip. 
Springfield 

Mr. Coffee automatic brewing system 
Ned Nutty, Belknap 

West Bend electric potpourri pot 
Robert Travis, Belknap 

$50 U.S. savings bond 
Donald Childers, GoreviUe 

21 lb. box FS laundry detergent 
Norma Lauderdale, Goreville 

Graybar 
Evansville, Ind. 

Oil Field Elec. Co. 
West Frankfort 

First State Bank 
Dongola 

Fruit Belt Service Co. 
Vienna 

GE FM/AM electronic clock radio 
Berry Womack, Kamak 

Suncast garden hose reel cart 
Beech Grove ME Church, Ullin 

Oil Field Elec. Co. 
West Frankfort 

Brownstown Elec. Sup. 
Brownstown, Ind. 

Unisonic display pr. calculator 
Massac Coon Htrs., Brookport 

6 qts. Shell Fire & Ice 10W30 oil 
Harry Inman, Ullin 

Fiesta 12 cooler 
Addie Peeler, Kamak 

First Alert Kitchen Fire Ext. 
Linda Williams, Tamms 

Big D Electric Co. 
Eldorado 

Smoot Oil Company 
Dongola 

Tennessee Valley Elec. 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Oil Field Elec. Co. 
West Frankfort 

Tuff-Box heavy duty tool box 
Rocky Sickling, Ullin 

Black & Decker jig saw 
Gerald Paschal, Brookport 

Presto popcorn popper 
Pamela Eaton, Metropolis 

75 ft. outdoor extension cord 
Bob Davis, Dongola 

6 qts. Shell Fire & Ice 10W30 oil 
Ira Tripp, Cobden 

Black & Decker spotliter 
Cletis Eddleman, Dongola 

West Bend 12o electric skillet 
Armon Barnett, Kamak 

Or Com Systems 
Bend, Oreg. 

Stanley Consultants 
Muscatine, Iowa 

U.S. Pole & Supply 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Oil Field Elec. Co. 
West Frankfort 

Smoot Oil Company 
Dongola 

T&R Service 
Colman, S.D. 

Oil Field Elec. Co. 
West Frankfort 

Hanging potted plant 
P.L. Parr, Buncombe 

Fisher’s Florist 
Dongola 

Spartus electronic alarm clock 
Aldrich Cummins, Kamak 

Electric Lab 8c Sales 
Mattoon 

Black 8c Decker handydriver screwdriver Oil Field Elec. Co. 
James McLain, Kamak West Frankfort 

Grand prize winner 
RCA XL-100 20-inch diagonal portable television with stand 

Gary Rendleman, Wolf Lake SIEC 

Office closing 
The cooperative office will be closed 

November 10 to honor those Americans 
who have served their country 

in the defense of our freedom. 
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Energy assistance bill passes 
Governor James R. Thompson signed the Energy 

Assistance Act of 1989 into law August 1. This legisla¬ 
tion will create a program to replace ‘TRAPP,” which 
expired last January. For the first time, state assis¬ 
tance can be made available to consumers of electric 
cooperatives, municipal utilities and other “non-utility” 
entities. 

Participation by an electric cooperative is on a volun¬ 
tary basis. The Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
board of directors voted unanimously at its August 
meeting to offer this program to the members. 

The legislation is intended to cap the winter utility 
bills of low income consumers at a level near 12 per¬ 
cent of their monthly income. The plan provides that 
the state reimburse the utility and/or cooperative for 
the “shortfall,” or the difference between the con¬ 
sumer’s payment and the charge for actual energy 
usage. 

This act incorporates into state law the policy that 
“the health, welfare, and prosperity of the people of 
the state of Illinois require that all citizens receive 
essential levels of heat and electric service regardless 

Underground distribution 
Apprentice linemen Larry Keller and Stanley Treat 

attended the Hot Line School at Lincoln Land Com¬ 
munity College in Springfield October 2-6. Cooperative 
personnel worked with representatives from a number 
of suppliers, manufacturers and vendors to lead the 
discussions on installation and maintenance of under¬ 
ground electric facilities. 

The Hot Line School is coordinated by the Job 
Training and Safety Department of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives in Springfield. Classes are 
conducted in first- and second-year distribution, third- 
year distribution, rubber-gloving and underground 
distribution and transmission. The school was offered 
over a three-week period with each class approximately 
one week long. Worthwhile experiences were gained 
by more than 100 linemen and other personnel from 
the electric cooperatives. 

SIEC has joined with other electric cooperatives 
to establish an innovative extension curriculum of 
training and enrichment programs for our employees: 
“hot line” schools for linemen, equipment workshops, 
first aid, and apprentice and advance training courses 

of economic circumstance.” 
The program began November 1, but rules to 

implement the legislation have not been finalized. 
Representatives from the Department of Commerce 
and Community Affairs are working with distribution 
cooperative personnel and AIEC, our statewide orga¬ 
nization, to ensure that the rules developed are appro¬ 
priate for co-op operations, that the program will be 
as simple as possible, and administration will require 
a minimum of activity. 

The final version of the rules includes a portion 
drafted by AIEC that provides that “A qualified appli¬ 
cant who is a customer of a cooperative utility for 
winter energy service may receive a direct energy 
assistance payment pursuant to this Act according to 
rules promulgated by the Department” (Department 
of Commerce and Community Affairs). 

Eligibility determination of applicants and certifica¬ 
tion of eligibility will be made by Shawnee Develop¬ 
ment Council and the Department of Commerce and 
Community Affairs. 

arid transmission school 

Larry Keller, left and Stanley Treat, right, SIEC appren¬ 
tice linemen, attended a week-long training program 
in underground distribution and transmission. 

that are designed to further and improve the working 
skills of our employees. 

Electric cooperatives, locally owned by the members 
they serve, maintain more than half the electric distri¬ 
bution network in Illinois. Our employees understand 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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A hydro axe at work. The hydro axe has rotary cutting blades mounted on an all-terrain vehicle. 

Hydro axe clears 
co-op right-of-way 

Small trees and brush under Cooperative service 
lines cause outages and member inconvenience. The 
Cooperative tries to control the underbrush by using 
tree trimming crews and aerial spraying. Another 
method of line maintenance is the hydro axe. Use of 
the hydro axe regains control of the line right-of-way. 

A hydro axe is made up of cutting blades similar to 
a rotary mower, only much larger, mounted on the 
front of an all-terrain vehicle. The blades are capable 
of cutting to ground level brush and small trees of up 
to 12-15 inches in diameter. 

Hydro axing is less costly than trimming by hand and 
more effective. An area cleared by the hydro axe is clear 
cut and covered with a carpet of mulch. It is hoped that 
cutting brush to the ground in this manner will redeem 
the area for between five to six years. 

In 1989 the area extending from McClure east to Mill 
Creek and south to Olive Branch has been hydro axed. 
12b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/November 1989 

Right-of-way after the hydro axe. Trees and under¬ 
growth completely engulfed cooperative lines before 
clearing was done. 



Satellite TV services available 
to members of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Call toll-free 1-800-44RURAL (447-8725) 

HAMILTON COUNTY TELEPHONE CO-OP 

HIGHWAY 142 EAST OAHlGAEN. «. 62828 

Basic services 

No. 1-RTV 
$9.50 

WGN Gl-03 
WPIX S3-09 
KTVT S3-05 
TNN Gl-02 
CNN Gl-07 
Headline News Gl-08 
ESPN Gl-09 
CBN—Family Channel Gl-11 
USA-E Gl-21 
USA-W F3-10 
Weather Channel G3-13 
Lifetime-E F3-17 
Lifetime-W G3-20 
Nickelodeon-E G3-10 
N ickelodeon-W G3-22 
Country Music TV Gl-13 
Nostalgia Channel F4-21 
Learning Channel F3-02 
Travel Channel F3-16 
Discovery Channel Gl-22 
Superstation TBS Gl-18 
Arts and Entertainment Gl-12 

No. 2-RTV II—RTV Minus ESPN $9.00 

No. 3-RTV + —RTV Plus KDVR, KWGN and KRMA 
Denver $14.50 

No. 4-RTV + II—RTV + Minus ESPN $14.00 

Premium services 

PT24 WABC-New York F2-04 
$4.00 WBBM-Chicago F2-02 

WXIA-Atlanta F2-12 
$5.50 Stardust Theatre G2-02 

SelTV Selectv Sl-09 
$9.95 Selectv S2-09 

WTBS 
$1.70 

Superstation TBS Gl-18 

Skyline WWOR-New York Gl-15 
$3.00 KTLA-Los Angeles S3-15 

WSBK-Boston S3-03 

HBO HBO-East Gl-23 
$7.95 HBO-West Gl-01 

Cinemax Cinemax East Gl-19 
$7.95 Cinemax West F3-23 

Disney Disney East Gl-04 
$7.95 Disney West Gl-24 

Netline KDVR-Denver Fl-20 
$5.95 KWGN-Denver Fl-14 

KRMA-Denver Fl-12 

KUSA-Denver Fl-02 

KCN C-Denver Fl-04 

KMGH-Denver FI-06 

SEN Station Entertainment 
$9.95 Network S3-19 

SSN Fl-07 Fl-10 Fill 
$7.95 Fl-24 S3-21 F4-22 

Any 2 Combination of Disney, HBO or Cinemax for 
$14.95—or get all three for $20.95. 

Happy Thanksgiving 
The directors and employees of Southern The Cooperative office will be closed 

Illinois Electric Cooperative wish you and yours on Thursday, November 23 and Friday, 
a happy and pleasant Thanksgiving. November 24, for the Thanksgiving holidays. 
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Creed for co-op members 
1. I will keep myself informed on the affairs, prob¬ 

lems, and methods of my cooperative so as to be an 
intelligent and constructive member. 

2.1 will exert my influence to see that my cooperative 
has the best possible directors and officers in terms of 
general competence and integrity. 

3. I will faithfully support my cooperative with my 
patronage, and encourage my friends to use it, because 
in volume there is strength. 

4. I will help build and maintain my cooperative by 
contributing my share of essential capital. 

5. I will insist that full information be provided me 
on the operations and financial condition of my 
cooperative, based on accurate accounting and proper 
auditing. 

6. I will not expect miracles from my cooperative, but 
I will insist on receiving from it honest values and effi¬ 
cient services. 

7. I will refrain from asking my cooperative to give 
me favors in the form of credit or other special services. 

8.1 will take pride in my cooperative and use my 
influence to see that it assumes its fair share of com¬ 
munity responsibilities. 

9. I will stand by my cooperative in its days of adver¬ 
sity and help protect if from weaknesses which come 
with prosperity. 

10. I will always remember that my cooperative is 
ME, and others like ME, and that its behavior is a reflec¬ 
tion of MY behavior. 

by Joseph G. Knapp, Administrator 
Farmer Cooperative Service 

Abandoned property 
The abandoned property list as of June 30, 1982, 

includes the following names with their last known 
address. Refund checks issued to these consumers were 
returned because of no forwarding address: 

Phyllis J. Accord, McClure 
Jay Hoshbarger, Cobden 
Steve Carlton, McClure 
Danny Vadden, McClure 
Edward Wood, Pulaski 
Phillis Woodward, Mounds 
Mildred Cahill, Jonesboro 
Dave Hale, McClure 
Richard Wayne Parker, Anna 

Paul Sumner, Metropolis 
Thomas Kett, Cobden 
George Evans, Karnak 

(Continued from page 12a) 
how vital electric service is to the well-being of farms, 
homes and businesses along our lines. Before the hot 
line methods were introduced, outages for line repair 
were sometimes quite long. Understanding new tech¬ 
nology and practicing new techniques will help our 
employees provide better service. 
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Sometimes when the weather is fine and the power 
goes off, we wonder why. Members in the Cobden 
area recently reported an outage of unusual origin. A 
snake was dangling on the power line and had to be 
removed. 

What to do in case of an outage 
before calling the co-op or personnel 

1. Check all breakers or fuses. 
2. Check with your neighbors. See if their power is 

off, too. 
3. Give name that is on Meter Reading Book and cor¬ 

rect location by line and pole if you have a billing 
book. 

4. Report any unusual conditions on the line— 
limbs, trees on line, flashes, etc. 

5. Report any trouble on your premises. 
6. Be sure the problem is not on your side of the 

meter. When cooperative personnel are called out 
and the problem is on the consumer’s side of the 
meter, a charge of $42.00 will be assessed. 

Area Phone Outage Information 
Whom to call —Numbers to call — 

and Schedule of hours 
8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday 

Call Toll Free (from inside Illinois) 1-800-762-1400 
or Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m., Saturday 
Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

The toll-free line is for use only during regular office 
hours. This is Monday through Friday between the 
hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 
After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 
Call Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 
or Ken Corzine 827-4202 Dongola 
or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 
or * Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 
or * Robin Ramage 524-3516 Metropolis 
* Please note that Perry Dailey and Robin Ramage are 
utility servicemen. Once outages start, they will be 
out working and there might not be anyone at home 
to answer their phone. 
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The Rural Electrification Administration was launched in 1936 
to help extend the benefits of electric energy to rural America. 
During its more than 50-year history, the rural electrification 
program has evolved from total dependence on the U.S. Treasury 
to where today, REA loan programs have virtually no impact on 
the federal budget. 

Now more than 25 million Americans receive electric service 
from locally owned and controlled taxpaying businesses that have 
been launched with REA assistance. Although more than 99% 
of rural America now has basic electric service, continued REA 
assistance is necessary in the form of insured and 
guaranteed loans, not tax funds. Today's 
electric cooperatives are hard at work 
meeting the demands of consumers 
for quality electric service. In 
conjunction with this objective, 
they are working to help rural 
communities expand educational 
opportunities for rural youth 
and are taking the lead in 
economic development pro¬ 
grams within their service 
areas. 

Turn the page for a 
description of how rural 
electric systems are financec 
today and how electric 
cooperaives are governed 
in the public interest. 
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When you think about electric utilities, remember . . . 

There Is a Difference! 
Even though all electric utilities face common problems — and often arrive at the 

same, or similar, solutions to those problems — there are still major differences 
between electric cooperatives and investor-owned public utilities. 

Illinois electric cooperatives serve only 5% of the state’s electric consumers. 
Cooperatives receive 4% of the electric revenues, yet they maintain 32% 
of the total miles of electric distribution lines serving consumers in 
Illinois. System investment and maintenance costs are primarily 
related to miles of distribution line; ability to pay increased 
cost is primarily a function of consumer density, or meters 
per mile of line. 

Electric cooperatives are working closely with other 
electric suppliers to meet their common problems. At 
the same time, when urbanized areas grow into 
cooperative service areas or new commercial or 
industrial loads offer potential to increase a 
system’s revenue density, electric 
cooperatives stand ready to use all 
legitimate avenues to maintain the 
territorial integrity of service areas 
they have developed. To do 
less would be to abandon 
the interests of 
member-owners of the 
electric cooperatives. 

Consumers 
Per Mile Of Line 

Distribution 
Cooperatives 

Investor-Owned 
Utilities 

4 37 

Revenue 
Per Mile of Line 

Distribution 
Cooperatives 

Investor-Owned 
Utilities 

$5,369 $65,415 

Consumers per Mile of Line 
Low consumer density means high investment per consumer served by an electric distribu¬ 
tion system. This is a built in handicap which electric cooperatives have had to overcome a 
they seek to achieve rate parity between their members and the customers of investor-ownec 
public utilities. 

Revenue per Mile of Line 
With about 9 times the consumer density, investor-owned public utilities receive approx¬ 
imately 12 times the revenue per mile received by electric cooperatives. 

Consumers Pole Miles Density Compared with Size 
Served Revenue of Line of Distribution System 

5% 4% 32% 
While serving 5% of electric consumers and receiving 
only 4% of electric energy revenues, electric distribu¬ 
tion cooperatives have constructed and maintain 
32% of the electric lines spread over approximately 
80% of the land mass of Illinois. The colored areas 
in this chart give a graphic representation of the 
handicap electric cooperatives face as they seek to 
improve the quality of life within their service areas. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Good for ALL Illinois 
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Social Security information 
Social security has a nationwide toll- 

free number available when assistance is 
needed. 

The toll-free number is: 
1-800-234-5772 

Virtually all social security business can be conducted 
through this number. Social security representatives 
will answer this line from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. each business 
day. During other hours, answering equipment will be 
available to record messages left by callers. A return 
call will be made the next business day. 

"Remember — If 
you have a 1/16 
inch crack around a 
standard door, it 
will let in as much 
air as a hole in the 
wall this size!" 

What to do in case of an outage 
before calling the co-op or personnel 
1. Check all breakers or fuses. 
2. Check with your neighbors. See if their power is off, 

too. 
3. Give name that is on Meter Reading Book and cor¬ 

rect location by line and pole if you have a billing 
book. 

4. Report any unusual conditions on the line—limbs, 
trees on line, flashes, etc. 

5. Report any trouble on your premises. 
6. Be sure the problem is not on your side of the meter. 

When cooperative personnel are called out and the 
problem is on the consumer’s side of the meter, a 
charge of $42.00 will be assessed. 

Area Phone 
Outage Information 

Whom to call —Numbers to call — 
and Schedule of hours 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday 

Call Toll Free (from inside Illinois) 1-800-762-1400 
or Call Dongola Office 827-3555 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday 

Call Dongola Office 827-3555 
The toll-free line is for use only during regular office 
hours. This is Monday through Friday between the 
hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., excluding holidays. 

After 4:00 p.m. through 8:00 a.m. 

Call Carl George 827-3689 Dongola 
or Ken Corzine 827-4202 Dongola 
or Ron Medlin 827-3579 Dongola 
or * Perry Dailey 524-5627 Metropolis 
or * Robin Ramage 524-3516 Metropolis 

* Please note that Perry Dailey and Robin Ramage are 
utility servicemen. Once outages start, they will be 
out working and there might not be anyone at home 
to answer their phone. 

PHYSICAL INACTIVITY 

Exercise Is . . . 
HEART WORK 

Put Your Heart In It. 

Exercise! 
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