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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Eldorado, Illinois 

Your lifestyle can make a difference! 
You know, you have complete 

control over how you use your elec¬ 
tricity. You choose the ingredients 
that are necessary for you to main¬ 
tain your standard of living. 

The way you live and the way you 
use your electrical appliances have 
a greater impact on your consump¬ 
tion of electricity than the number 
of appliances you have. 

We in Illinois have relatively 
good lifestyles, and we tend to use 
more energy than the national 
average. This applies to all forms of 
energy, not just electricity. 

Let’s take a look at some of these 
“lifestyle considerations” that can 
make your electric bill appear to be 
higher than “normal.” 
Family size 

Let’s face it, there is a direct rela¬ 
tionship between the number of 
people living at home and the 
amount of energy that is used. 
That’s especially true if you have 
teenagers at home. In addition, if 
friends and relatives are visiting, 
you can expect to use more energy 
for cooking, baking, laundry, and 
hot water. 
Space heating & cooling 

From a comfort standpoint, most 
of us prefer to be relatively cool in 
summer and warm in winter. 
Others prefer temperature ex¬ 
tremes. In Illinois, humidity plays 
an important part in our year- 
round comfort, too. If we operate 
dehumidifiers in summer (and, to 

a lesser degree, humidifiers in 
winter), this contributes to our 
household energy consumption 
because they tend to run con¬ 
tinuously. Portable space heaters, 

air conditioners, and fans in such 
places as the garage and basement 
also contribute to our energy 
consumption. 

By taking a look at our “comfort” 
lifestyle in terms of maintaining 
relative humidity and temperature, 
we can use energy wisely in many 
ways. These range from adding in¬ 
sulation, weatherstripping and 
caulking to simply turning down 
the heat and turning off the air con¬ 
ditioning in rooms not used. 
Water heating 

About 15 percent of the energy 
used in the average American home 
is for water heating. Hot water plays 
a very important role in everyone’s 
lifestyle — but many lifestyles re¬ 
quire substantial quantities of hot 
water, and that results in higher 
energy use. 

Ask yourself some of the follow¬ 
ing questions ... 

“When I take a bath, do I use hot 
water sparingly, or is the tub com¬ 
pletely full of water?” 

“Do I take short showers, or do I 
stay in the shower until the hot 
water gets cold?” 

“Do I repair leaky faucets, or 
simply let them drip and waste hot 
water?” 

“Do I operate automatic washers 

and dishwashers with a full load, or 
just whenever it’s convenient? (like 
with a pair of jeans or just a few 
dishes)?” 
Appliance Use 

We have a host of time and labor 
saving appliances available to help 
us do our work whenever we need 
their service. As you work through 
this guide, you may notice how 
many more electrical servants you 
have than you expected. These ap¬ 
pliances work for you around the 
clock, whenever you choose to use 
them. But wise use of appliances 
can have a positive effect on your 
energy consumption. 

For example, ask yourself ques¬ 
tions like these ... 

“Do I turn off lights when a room 
is not in use, or do I leave them on?” 

“Does my television set entertain 
the entire family, or does it enter¬ 
tain an empty room?” 

“Do I leave the oven on ‘warm’ 
for an extended period of time, or 
do I cook many dishes at once and 
then turn the oven off?” 

These are prime considerations 
that affect the amount of electrici¬ 
ty you use to maintain your lifestyle. 
All Americans are part of the 
residential sector, and spirited 
energy management consciousness 
is likely to start at home. 

The effects of a home and farm 
energy management program can 
pay big dividends! 
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Schools get 'dishes,' des 
Several hundred young people in 

Southeastern Illinois have access to 
space-age technology that will 
enable them to broaden their in¬ 
tellectual horizons, and help make 
rural areas a little more competitive 
with others in the job market. 

SEIEC has provided Hardin 
County Community Unit School 
District 1 and Pope County Unit 
District 1 with satellite receivers, or 
“dishes,” that enable the schools to 
access several educational programs 
that they otherwise could not get, or 
could only get on borrowed 
videotapes. 

“I had some friends who were 
taping programs for me,” says Leah 
Dugan, unit media specialist for the 
Pope County district, ”and it was an 
awful bother trying to keep track of 
them, and we were sometimes 
several weeks getting our tapes. This 

will make it a lot easier to keep cur¬ 
rent.” 

While the district has been a 
member of SIITA, or Southern Il¬ 
linois Instructional Television 
Association, for several years, the 
school had been unable to receive 
the signal, which is broadcast from 
Channel 8 at Southern Illinois 
University, because terrain pro¬ 
blems got in the way of reception. 

“There are 80 programs 
available,” Mrs. Dugan says. “They 
cover about all the curriculum areas 
we need, and they provide a good 
source of up-to-date support 
materials for various projects.” 

The up-to-date quality of the 
presentations is important, Mrs. 
Dugan says, and will make learning 
more interesting for the students. 
“For example,” she says, “we’ll be 
able to watch the presidential in¬ 

auguration live, as it happens. It’ll 
be much more memorable that 
way.” 

“Not too long ago,” she says, “we 
spent a lot of money on visual aids, 
like filmstrips and so on, and it 
didn’t take long for them to become 
outdated. It was always kind of a 
problem trying to keep things in¬ 
teresting and current. Now, that’s 
not a problem. And filmstrips and 
slide shows are ‘still,’ and the kids 
like to watch things moving and 
people talking. It’s more natural 
that way.” 

Herman Adkerson, superinten¬ 
dent of the district, notes that there 
are a few wrinkles to be worked out, 
such as where to put the viewing 
equipment to get the most value 
from it, but that it’s working well. 
“We have a monitor to set up in our 
library,” he says, “and a lot of times 
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we have the kids sit on the floor and 
watch it. 

“Sometimes, though,” he adds, 
“we tape programs and take the sets 
into the classrooms. Either way,the 
satellite receiver is going to be a big 
help.” 

Thelma Austin, librarian at the 
Hardin County School, remarks 
that when Pope County got its unit, 
she thought Hardin might get one, 
too. “I saw Leah on a television 
news program,” she says delighted¬ 
ly, “and I was never so excited as 
when they got their receiver unit. 
Then Dr. Margaret Moore, area 

representative on the SIITA ex¬ 
ecutive committee, called. I knew 
they’d been involved in getting 
Pope County’s ‘dish.’ She told me 
that Southeastern Illinois Electric 
had offered to provide one for us, 
too, and I was really pleased. It’s 

From left in photos, Ray Harbison, 
SEIEC member services manager, 
and Hardin County School 
Superintendent Neal Cole admire 
the school's new 'dish.' Herman 
Adkerson, Pope County 
Superintendent and Leah Dugan, 
unit media specialist, with Pope 
County's unit. Mrs. Dugan works 
with the remote control. 

hard to imagine all the educational 
benefits that’ll come from this.” 

Neal Cole, superintendent of 
schools, agrees. “The educational 
benefits we’re seeing now are a big 
step in the right direction,” he says, 
“but there are all kinds of advan¬ 
tages that’ll be coming in the future. 
Now, we can just receive programs, 
but we’re looking forward to the 
time when we’ll have interactive 
learning: where the material will be 
presented on the screen, and the 
kids can ask questions and get 
answers right then. What we’re see¬ 
ing now is just the tip of the 
iceberg.” 

Mrs. Austin notes that the 
teachers at her school were certain¬ 
ly ready for the equipment. “We 
had teachers coming in before we 
even got the receiver,” she says, 
“and they’d ask if we’d be able to get 
this program or that one. One 
teacher asked if we could get the 
Discovery programming, and our 
science teacher was excited about 
the prospects, too. 

‘This nice because they can 
videotape through a microscope, 
and you can have a whole roomful 
of kids watch what happens. We 
have an ag teacher who’d like to get 
live market reports, and another 
teacher who wants to have her class 
watch a live legislative hearing. I 
know this is just the beginning, but 
I can’t tell you just how great a 
beginning it is.” 

The satellite systems feature a 
10-foot black aluminum mesh dish 
capable of receiving both C and Ku 
band broadcasts from satellites or¬ 
biting the earth 23,200 miles in 
space, notes Tom Beltz, manager of 
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Hamilton County Telephone 
Cooperative, the Dahlgren-based 
utility that installed the systems. 
Each unit also includes an STS 
Model 100 remote control IRD 
(receiver with built-in descrambler), 
and a dish actuator. 

Cole, Hardin County’s 
superintendent, notes that advances 
in satellite technology offer an op¬ 
portunity for curriculum enhance¬ 
ment in small rural schools, where 
the need is especially noticeable. 

‘The challenge of offering a 
broad and varied curriculum is one 
of the most-often-voiced concerns 
associated with small, rural 
schools—especially small high 
schools,” he adds. 

One of the main advantages of 
satellite instruction is that there is 
a wide variety of courses available, 
and it is sometimes possible for 
students to take courses that would 
not otherwise be offered at their 
schools. For example, Oklahoma 
State University now offers a course 
in German, and is developing 
broadcast high school courses in 
calculus, chemistry, Russian, and 
Japanese. 

The Utah State Board of Educa¬ 
tion, in a joint venture with the 
private sector, sponsors basic 
Spanish and is looking at other 
possibilities, too. The TI-IN Net¬ 
work in Texas offers 14 different 
courses in its curriculum, with other 
offerings that include a wide range 
of programs for kids from 
kindergarten through high school, 
as well as staff training. 

The local schools will use the 
equipment to improve their present 
educational efforts. Classes that 
have traditionally been high in cost 
and low in enrollment, such as 
calculus, physics, vocational 
specialties and foreign languages 
will become more feasible, and staff 
skills enhancement will be improv¬ 
ed, too, to the benefit of the entire 
area. 

SEIEC is happy to help make new 
educational opportunities available 
to students in our area. 
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Electronic equipment sensitive 
to momentary power interruptions 

Electronic equipment and ap¬ 
pliances used in our homes, offices, 
and on the farm can be extremely 
sensitive to momentary power 
interruptions. 

Some of these power interrup¬ 
tions are caused by lightning bolts, 
traffic accidents and tree limbs 
brushing or falling on our distribu¬ 
tion lines. However, most are caus¬ 
ed by manual or automatic motors 
starting, light switches, loose bulbs 
and other in-home usages. 

Your cooperative has protective 
equipment installed on its lines 
designed to restore power 
automatically if no permanent 
damage has occurred. This equip¬ 
ment operates to stop the flow of 
current along a line where a fault 
is detected for the protection of 
everyone along the line. But even 
split-second interruptions can cause 
electronic equipment to malfunc¬ 
tion, leaving clocks blinking and 
warning lights flashing. 

Although most of these momen¬ 
tary interruptions are unavoidable, 

there are several useful tips one can 
follow to eliminate irritating 
malfunctions. 

Tip #1 — When purchasing 
clocks, appliances, and equipment 
with programmable timers, buy 
models with battery carryover or 
backup. 

Tip #2 — To protect sensitive 
solid state electronics during lightn¬ 
ing storms, purchase models with 
built-in surge protectors. If you own 
equipment such as stereos, televi¬ 
sions, VCRs, or home computers 
without this protective feature, 
small plug-in surge protectors can 
be purchased for a cost of $10 to 
$20. 

Tip #3 — When working with 
computers, store information into 
permanent memory periodically 
throughout the day so it is not eras¬ 
ed by a temporary outage (especial¬ 
ly during bad weather). 

Tip #4 — Time-delay relay swit¬ 
ches or manual resets can be install¬ 
ed on equipment that could 
possibly be damaged by immediate 

start-up after a momentary power 
interruption. 

Tip #5 — Before purchasing new 
electronic equipment consult with 
the dealer or check the operating 
manual for information concerning 
protective devices. 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the "OFF" position, 
check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears all right, retrip the breaker to the "ON" 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 
and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611. This number 
is monitored around the clock to accept your emergen- 
cyfoutage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 
location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 
information requested. 

14d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/January 1989 



r- 
CO 

THE SOOTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Eldorado, Illinois 

Allen Litherland, computer services and special projects manager, is 
shown with the new computer. 

New computer 
Those of you who call in occa¬ 

sionally for billing information may 
have noticed recently that you’ve 
been getting answers to your ques¬ 
tions quicker than you did in the 
past. 

This is just one of the many 
benefits we’re seeing from our new 
NCR 9811 computer, which we in¬ 
stalled March 17, and which went 
into operation on May 5. 

For Southeastern, the compact¬ 
ness of the new equipment is a plus, 
since it takes from one-third to one- 
half as much space in the building 
as the old unit did, and that matters 
in any building, since space costs 
money. 

The new computer also uses 
110-volt current. The old one re¬ 
quired three-phase current, which is 

more expensive. 
The 9811 is much quieter so it fits 

into the work environment better, 
too. An important factor in shaving 
costs is that the new computer 
doesn’t require nearly the climate 
control that the old one did — 
essentially air conditioning — 
enabling us to save money on 
cooling costs. 

“The new machine has expanded 
our communications ability by 
about 50 percent,” says Allen 
Litherland, computer services and 
special projects manager, “and 
we’ve increased disk storage capac¬ 
ity by almost 80 percent. We’ve 
doubled our memory capacity and, 
as in the past, we use a tape drive 
for backup. We can do our morning 
backup in half the time it used to 

take.” 
The present system allows us to 

set up a job that used to take three 
to four days, and complete it in one 
or one and a half days, he adds. 

Reduced maintenance costs are 
another benefit we are getting from 
the system. We’re sure that savings 
over seven years will pay for the 
new system, and we expect it to do 
even better, perhaps paying itself 
out in as little as five. 

“The way costs were escalating 
with the old system,” Litherland 
says, “and the way things are 
shaping up with this one, I think 

we’ll see a five-year payback in 
maintenance alone. 

“We’ve had favorable reactions 
from users in the office,” he says, 
“because they’re usually able to 
come up with an answer to a 
member’s question a little quicker 
than they used to.” 

One benefit will be in savings in 
employee time and frustration. It 
was fairly common for the old 
system to “crash” at least a couple 
of times a month, often losing a fair 
amount of work — which then had 
to be redone — in the process. 

“Members saw a tangible benefit 
from the new system,” Litherland 
adds, “because it was a big help in 
getting our capital credits checks 
out on time. The benefit to all of us 
is that it does a better job faster, 
with less electricity, less pampering, 
less maintenance, less noise and 
more reliability.” 

And that spells a savings in 
money that can be reflected in 
stable rates. 
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SEIEC is proud of all its 
employees, and especially proud of 
those who serve in various 
capacities off the job, to make the 
area a better place to live and work 
in. Our employees help in fund¬ 
raisers, serve on any number of 
school boards, work in municipal 
and county government, and take 
pains to see that county fairs go off 
without a hitch. 

Larry Mitchell is a 27-year 

employee who now serves as right 
of way engineer, when he’s at 
SEIEC. When night falls — full 
moon or not — he changes into a 
different person. With his black 
shoes and slacks and black and 
white striped shirt — and his whis¬ 
tle — he referees basketball games 

all over the area. He’s been at it for 
25 years now, and notes that it’s 
kind of a natural outgrowth of his 
interest in sports. As so often hap¬ 
pens, he fell into the job kind of by 
accident. “An ex-official asked me 
if I’d like to try calling a game,” he 
relates, “and since I’d always been 
interested in sports, I told him I’d 
try it, kind of for better or for worse, 
and it turned out for the better.” 

Larry, who lives in Equality, notes 
that he had played basketball in 
grade school, and both baseball and 
basketball in high school. The deep- 
seated interest helps, he says, and it 
helps to like young people, too. “I 
think it’s really good,” he says, 
“being around kids and seeing them 
grow up. It’s good to watch their 

abilities develop. You just can’t help 
feeling pride in helping them learn 
to play fairly, while also learning to 
play well. I’m proud to have a hand 
in that.” 

Many things have changed in the 
last 25 years, he notes, and so has 
the game of basketball. “It’s incredi¬ 
ble how the game has been changed 
over the years to add a little extra 
zest,” he says, “and the three-point 
rule that we’re seeing now is a case 
in point. 

“Another change is the slam 
dunk. It wasn’t all that long ago that 
it was illegal to dunk the ball,” he 
says with a smile, “but it didn’t 
really matter all that much, anyway. 
There just weren’t all that many kids 
who could do it! Now, you see it all 
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eing area ball games 
the time, and it makes the play just 
a little more exciting. I still get a 
thrill when I see anybody do it, 
because I never could.” 

But one thing that hasn’t changed 
is the quest for fairness on the part 
of a good referee. “You have to be 
careful to be fair in all aspects of the 
game,” Larry emphasizes, adding, 
“there are times when you person¬ 
ally favor one team over another, 
for one reason or another, but you 
can’t let that color your calls, and if 
you try to compensate, which is only 
natural, you have to be careful with 
that, too. With that in mind, you 
have two guys trying to keep an eye 
on 10 people, with all of them 
feinting, faking and moving fast. 
Nobody ever said it’d be easy, 

though.” 
He notes that his teammate, Ron 

Colby, is a big help, and their long 
partnership helps, too. “As the ac¬ 
tion moves around the court,” he 
says, “I have places I ought to be, 
and so does Ron, and we both know 
by now that the other will be where 
he should be when a play’s com¬ 
pleted. We find that our calls are 
almost always exactly alike, and that 
gives us credibility as a team.” 

When Larry talks about basket¬ 

ball and referreeing — or “of¬ 
ficiating,” as he calls it, it’s plain that 
it’s a topic he enjoys visiting about, 
but his eyes really light up when he 
talks about the kids. “It’s really great 
for me when a kid comes up after 
a game and congratulates me for 
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calling it fairly. And it’s great to 
watch some of the players — real 
sportsmen — go on to play ball with 
some of the better colleges and 
universities in the state.” 

Coaches also come in for a share 
of Larry’s praise. “They impress me 
as much as anything about sports,” 
Larry says, “and you couldn’t hope 
to meet a nicer bunch of guys 
anywhere — they’re real 
gentlemen.” 

Larry and Ron will work about 60 
games a year, and no longer of¬ 
ficiate at varsity games, largely 
because of the lack of time. “We do 
junior varsity, freshman-sophomore 
games and girls’ basketball,” he says, 
“and that keeps us busy enough.” 

An avid Saline County sports fan 
notes that as you watch the game 
faithfully, you notice that many peo¬ 
ple “in the trade” move on “up the 
ladder,” to bigger and better things, 
but that Larry has stayed in 
Southern Illinois, a down-home per¬ 
son who doesn’t want to sacrifice 
where he lives for advancement. 

“I like to give credit where 
credit’s due,” Larry says, “and my 
wife, Mickey,” has been really sup¬ 
portive of me, and is understanding 
about all the nights I’ve spent away 
from her and our children, Kevin, 
Amy and Eric. And I always like to 
thank The Lord for giving me the 
stamina to move up and down the 
court as the ball is moved along b) 
a bunch of kids who are about c 
third my age.” 

Next time you’re at an are; 
basketball game, look for Larry anc 
Ron — they may be officiating — 
and watch how they work as a team 
People like Larry are a real credit 
to SEIEC and Southern Illinois. 
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At far left, Larry is shown in one of 
his occupations: that of referee at 
area games. In the near left photo, 
he's dressed about the way he 
usually appears when serving as 
right of way engineer. A 27-year 
SEIEC employee, Larry has been 
calling games for 25. 



D. J. Barr has been with SEIEC as an independent contractor, perform¬ 
ing energy audits for the energy grants program. 

Audits finished 
On July 20, 1987, the State of Il¬ 

linois appropriated $1.5 million 
from the state’s Petroleum Viola¬ 
tion Fund to be used by the Illinois 
Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources for low and moderate in¬ 
come individuals served by rural 
electric cooperatives. Additional 
funds of $2.5 million we made 
available for 1988-89, and we hope 
to see another $2.5 million ap¬ 

propriated for 1990-91. 
Your cooperative has been 

serving as applications clear¬ 
inghouse in helping our members 
apply for these grants and DJ. Barr, 
a long-time energy audit expert, 
worked with us an an independent 
contractor from October 10, 1988, 
to January 26, 1989, performing 
audits and doing the necessary 
paperwork to keep the work 

flowing smoothly. 
DJ. notes that he performed 151 

energy audits in the time he was 
here, and that there has been 
$198,000 spent. 

There were many possible uses 
for the grant money — not loans — 
which did not come from taxpayers, 
generally, any step that will make a 
home more energy-efficient and 
that will pay for itself in energy 
savings in a reasonable length of 
time is eligible for funding, pro¬ 
vided the applicant meets the 
necessary income guidelines. 

“Insulation seemed to be the big¬ 
gest need,” D J. says, “because a lot 
of people years ago thought it was 
unnecessary. Then we saw the 
winters get colder and heating costs 
increase sharply. That changed 
everything.” 

He notes that storm windows 
were popular with those who 
wanted to upgrade their homes, and 
electric water heaters were, too. 
Some 30 percent of the projects in¬ 
volved either furnaces or heat 
pumps, he added. We’re pleased to 
be a part of a project aimed at 
helping Southern Illinoisans be a 
bit more comfortable, while 
keeping their costs within reason. 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the "OFF" position, 
check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears all right retrip the breaker to the "ON" 
position. 

3. if you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 
and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611. This number 
is monitored around the clock to accept your emergen- 
cy/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 
location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 
information requested. 
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™E SOGTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
Walter V. Truitt, Jr. 

I would like to share with you some of 
the highlights of our operations for 1988. 
The year 1988 marked our fifth year with 
no rate increase and also resulted in a 
record years for all overall kilowatt-hour 
sales, up 6.9 percent from 1987. 

We were also able to return over 1.4 
million dollars in capital credits to our 
members, while still maintaining a sound 
financial base. We continue to replace 
worn out and old equipment and we are 
also pursuing a vigorous right-of-way 
clearing program which has resulted in 
fewer outages each year. 

During 1988 we began a construction 
project to combine our Marion/Lake of¬ 
fices at a new site south of Marion. This 
will provide greater operating flexibility 
for our personnel. 

Our computer services department 
made a smooth transition to a larger and 
more powerful computer during this last 
year and we will now have greater flex¬ 
ibility in all our computer connected 
business transactions. 

In the area of construction and 

maintenance projects, we have continued 
our goal of doing more work with 
Southeastern’s own work force, rather 
than by the use of higher cost outside 
contract personnel. This is a long-term 
trend and we have added several full-time 
employees as a consequence of this 
policy. Overall, a considerable dollar 
savings has resulted from this policy. 

Several changes have occurred in the 
management group due to retirements. 

We now have a new Chief Financial Of¬ 
ficer, Greg Cruse, and a new Manager of 
Engineering, Weldon Gray. Greg comes 
to us from Southern Illinois Power 
Cooperative, where he was the Assistant 
Financial Manager with over 10 years at 
SIPC. He is a native of southern Illinois 
and has a degree in business and finance. 
Weldon comes to us from Milford 
Engineering where he spent a number of 
years as an engineering consultant and 
prior to that he spent several years as a 
distribution engineer with West Texas 
Utilities in Texas. He is also a registered 
professional electrical engineer and hails 
form Malden, Missouri. 

Acid rain legislation and environmen¬ 
tal issues continue to be a major area of 
concern for all utilities and especially to 
us in southern Illinois. Our power plant 
on the Lake of Egypt burns mostly high 
sulfur, southern Illinois coal and we con¬ 
tinue to monitor, and influence where we 
can, legislation that would increase the 
cost of burning coal from our area, or 
prohibit its use entirely. This is a very 
complex issue, and depending on which 
study one reviews, different assumptions 
can be made about the cause of acid rain 
and its effect on our environment. 

I should note that our power supply 
cooperative, Southern Illinois Power 
Cooperative, has done a great job these 
past two years in keeping our generating 
costs down. 

Our disagreements with CIPS and the 
City of Marion over territory around 

(Continued on page 16d) 
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strengthen co-op in future 
Clockwise from below: 
Transformers that used to sit 
on the bare ground are now 
up on concrete, to help 
prevent rust; the area is 
lighted better to enable 
workmen to see better, too. 
Small photos show the old 
methods of storage. Walter 
V. Truitt, Jr., manager, left, 
and Mick Cummins, opera¬ 
tions manager, with the new 
warehouse. The new facility 
just south of Marion. Truitt 
and Cummins with 
transformers. 
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Manager's 
Comments 

(Continued from page 16a) 
Marion continues; however, we are 
engaged in discussions with CIPS in at¬ 
tempt to delineate boundaries between 
the two systems. We will also be going 
back to the City of Marion to request a 
franchise again. Marion’s City Council 
turned us down a few months ago for no 
apparent valid reason. Marion is one of 
the few towns in our entire service areas 

where we have been unable to get a fran¬ 
chise to serve and thus compete fairly for 
customers in our existing territory. 

In summary, 1988 was a challenging 
and productive year and we see 1989 
following in the same fashion. We hope 
we can continue to provide you with 
good, personal, cooperative service. 

Snow, ice storm hits SEIEC 
While it’s the time of year that we 

shouldn’t be surprised by a storm, 
we must admit we’d hoped that 
winter was over and that we were 
about to enjoy an early spring. As 
it turned out, it was not to be. 

Things started looking bad on the 
morning of Sunday, March 5, and 
we knew before long that we were 
in for it. 

As the freezing rain came winds 
came too, and they started a ’’whip¬ 
ping” motion in the wires, much 
like you’d feel if you started a long 
piece of rope going in a wavy 
motion. In the electricity business, 
that’s called “galloping.” It stresses 
both the wires and the poles, and 
may loosen the ground around the 
poles, too. We had some of all that. 
Some of our conductor broke, some 
poles fell over and others broke off. 

One time, we had about 3,100 of 
our 18,254 meters without service, 

and a large part of that was due to 
the fact that some of the main 
transmission lines were out of 
service. Our substations at 
Christopher, Sesser, Rend Lake, 
West City, Galatia, the Kerr-McGee 
mine at Galatia, Harrisburg, Dravo, 
Cave-in-Rock, Ewing, Parrish, 
Braden Valley, Dale, and Walpole 
were all without power at one time 
or another, and so were the people 
they serve. When we finally got 
them back on, we learned, as we’d 
feared, that we had scattered 
distribution outages, too. 

We had all our crews out, and 
those we could borrow were out, 
too. For a while, we had trouble get¬ 
ting help because other co-ops were 
in the same boat, to one extent or 
another. Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Dongola, for example, 
had as many as 2,000 people out of 
service, if not more. Egyptian Elec¬ 

tric, to the north of us, had its 
problems, too. Most were looking 

While storms are always bother¬ 
some and expensive, they tend to 
bring out the best in people, and we 
were pleased to find that our sister 
cooperatives throughout the state 
were ready to help. Their efforts 
were coordinated through the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives Emergency Work 
Plan, and co-ops to the north of us, 
and to the west, were able to 
dispatch crews to where they were 
needed most. 

We received help from Menard 
Electric Cooperative in Petersburg 
and Southwestern Electric in Green¬ 
ville. We appreciate their help. 
Without it, many of our members 
would have been out of service 
longer. 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the "OFF" position, 
check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears all right retrip the breaker to the "ON" 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 
and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611. This number 
is monitored around the clock to accept your emergen- 
cyloutage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 
location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 
information requested. 
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Greg Cruse—chief financial officer, 
baseball coach, athlete, family man 

Gregory P. “Greg” Cruse, SEIEC’s 
chief financial officer, is a study in 
contrasts. An accomplished athlete, 
he does much of his work at a com¬ 
puter. The father of two girls, he 
coaches a boys’ little league team. 
He also contrasts sharply with the 
image of the stereotypical athlete, 
being a first-rate scholar. 

Greg’s family lived in Mounds, 
and he was born in Cairo. The fam¬ 
ily lived in Mounds until Greg was 
a third grader. At that time, the 
family moved to Goreville, where 
Greg’s dad was to head up a new 
bank, the Goreville State Bank. 
He and Ray Webb, a long-time 
Southeastern director and one of 
the organizers of Southern Illinois 
Power Co-operative, were among 
those who set up the new bank. 

While in Goreville schools, Greg 
began to excel at sports, and proved 
to be especially good at baseball and 
basketball. He continued those 
sports, particularly, into high 
school, and was offered a baseball 
or basketball scholarship to Murray 
State University, in Kentucky. 

“While I was in high school,” 
Greg says, “I made an all-state team 
in baseball and basketball. 

While a senior in high school, 
Greg learned that there are disad¬ 
vantages to being a member of a 
banker’s family. “I was at home with 

my father, mother and a younger 
brother,” he relates, “and we heard 
a knock on the door one evening. 
I went to answer it. When I opened 
it, there were a couple of masked 
men there, with shotguns. They 
came in, took us into another room, 
blindfolded us and put us on the 
floor. They kept us like that over¬ 
night, and took dad to the bank the 
next morning and made him open 
the vault. Then they took some 
money and left. It was really a scary 

experience.” 
Greg went to Murray, where he 

majored in finance and played 
baseball. “We won the Ohio Valley 
Conference championship during 
my freshman year,” he says, “and we 
had a 40-6 record. We went to the 
NCAA regionals in Mississippi, 
too.” 

A highlight of his senior year was 
a 10-day trip to Hawaii, to par¬ 
ticipate in a round robin tourna- 

(Continued on page 12d) 

An accomplished athlete, Greg is at home behind a computer. 
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Dave and his son, Aaron, are pictured with his reworked 1946, which he bought and rebuilt as a working 
pickup. 

is White's daily driver '46 Dodge 
As you roll down one of the older, 

less-populated roads of Southern 
Illinois, if you were to pass by David 
White, you might think you’d 
slipped back a notch or two in time. 

Dave, a mechanic at the SEIEC 
headquarters, drives a nicely rebuilt 
1946 Dodge pickup. He’s quick to 
note that the little hauler is not 
restored, and allows as how it’s not 
exactly a hot rod, either. The truth 
is, it’s a daily driver that’s been 
reworked to make it a reasonably 

nice looking—and dependable— 
little rig. 

“I bought it in 1972,” he says, 
“and it’d been painted three dif¬ 
ferent times—with a brush. It had 
originally been green and black. 
The paint was coming off, and you 
could see the brush marks and the 
different colors. I paid $90 for it.” 

The bed, he says, was homemade, 
wooden, rotting and falling off. The 
pickup had been used for some 
time as a garbage hauler. “I tell 
you,” Dave laughs, “it was about the 
orneriest-looking thing you’ve ever 
seen. It was really rough-looking.” 

Since he was not looking to build 
a show car, he wasn’t faced with the 
decision to restore, on the one 
hand, or to fix up enough to make 
a working pickup out of the old 
junker. He wanted something to 
drive to work, and to do some 
hauling around the place. Period. 

“When I bought it,” he says, “it 
had the original engine, a little 
flathead six, and the running gear. 
At that time, the speed limit was still 
65, and I drove it. It didn’t take long 
to wear out that old engine.” 

He decided to do a major rework 
when it was time to replace the tired 
old engine. The engine—and entire 
powertrain—of a 1977 Mercury 

Monarch, was to provide power and 
translate the power into motion. 
The new engine, incidentally, was 
also a six cylinder. “I put the 
engine, transmission, driveshaft, 
differential—everything—under 
it,” Dave says. “I added the Mer¬ 
cury’s power steering, too. That’s 
something you don’t see every day 
in a ‘46 Dodge pickup!” 

He built a new bed for the little 

rig, too, since it was expected to 
earn its keep. “I made it from an old 
Ford pickup bed,” he adds. 

While he was replacing the 
engine and driveline, he decided to 
put a new front end under the now- 
frisky little Dodge, and he went 
several branches down the truck’s 
family tree to find a suitable unit. 
A 1981 Dodge Mirada front end, 
complete with torsion bar suspen¬ 
sion and disc brakes, replaced the 
old Dodge axle and accessories. He 
added the rallye wheels off the old 
Merc that had given so much. 
“They’re getting to be a problem 
now,” he says, “because they’re 
14-inch wheels, and I can’t find the 
kind of tires I like for ‘em any 
more.” 

With the engine running well, the 
steering powered and all that 
horsepower going to the drivers, it 

was time to turn to the interior. 
“The inside of the cab was a mess 
when I got the pickup,” Dave says, 
“and I was determined not to spend 
a lot of money on it. The original 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Clockwise from below: Dave with the 
hood open. The truck's hood ornament. 
Cars and trucks years ago had a cowl 
vent; Dave's also has an aftermarket 
defroster. The grille of the truck shows 
another old-fashioned touch—the hole at 
the bottom was intended to enable the 
driver to crank the truck by hand. 
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Cruse 
(Continued from page 12a) 
ment with some of the best teams in 
the country. “I went down to try out 
for the St. Louis Cardinals” he says 
with a shrug, “but nothing came of 
it.” 

While he was in college, Greg 
met Lisa, the young Frankfort, 
Kentucky, woman who was to 
become his wife. After graduating 
in 1978, Greg went to work for 
Southern Illinois Power Co¬ 
operative in Marion, and he and 
Lisa were married in 1980. Greg 
stayed at the power cooperative 
for nine years, and came to 

Southeastern to replace Carr 
Douglass, who retired last year. 
During the year he has been here, 
Greg has been working hard, both 
for the co-op, and to improve 
himself. He pored through the tax 
books and found a way to save some 
$200,000 on an invested capital tax 
that hadn’t been taken advantage of 
before. It’ll save about $80,000 a 
year as time goes by. Our sister co¬ 
ops, Egyptian and Southern, who 
share ownership of SIPC, will also 
realize substantial savings. 

He is also nearing completion of 
a bachelor’s degree in accounting. 

The Cruses, who live in Marion, 

have two daughters, Annie, who’s 6, 
is in kindergarten, and is in the 
Silver Star Twirlers, a beginning 
baton twirling group. Kelly is 1. 

Greg notes that in addition to his 
coaching hobby, he has umpired 
some baseball games. He is a 
member of the Marion Chamber of 
Commerce and is also a member of 
the Association of Cash Managers. 

Lisa, an accomplished Gospel 
singer, travels to different churches 
sharing her musical talent. They 
are members of the Aldersgate 
Methodist Church in Marion. 

Pickup 
(Continued from 12b) 
headliner had been made of card¬ 
board, and it hung down in the mid¬ 
dle, almost to the seat. I took it out 
and replaced it with paneling.” 

The rig needed a new seat, too. 
Surprisingly, Dave didn’t go back to 
the Monarch for that. “It’s the back 
seat out of a Chevy Blazer,” he 
notes. A simple saddle blanket 
covers it. 

All the old instruments and 
gauges worked, so Dave left them, 
except for the temperature gauge, 
which worked, but wouldn’t hook 
up to the new engine. He replaced 
that, installed toggle switches in 
place of all the old push-pull units. 

and put a fan off an old school bus 
on the dash to help with the wind¬ 
shield defrosting chore. 

He sprayed on a coat of beige 
paint, with brown on the fenders 
and trim, and added contrasting 
pin-stripe accents. 

“I’ve had it this color for quite a 
while now,” Dave says, “and I’m 
thinking of painting it soon. I 
haven’t really made up my mind yet, 
but I think I may go with a nice, 
deep maroon.” 

As a working truck, Dave notes 
that it does okay. “I haul a lot of 
stuff in it,” he says, “and I once 
hauled 4,400 pounds of firewood, 
but I don’t do that very often.” 

While he was putting a lot of ef¬ 

fort into making the truck de¬ 
pendable and nice-looking, Dave 
put some effort into making it stop, 
too. “I put in a dual master cylin¬ 
der,” he says, “so if a brake line goes 
out, I’ll still have two wheels with 
brakes. I’ve replaced all the hoses. 
Every time I changed something, I 
tried not only to just replace it, but 
to make it better, too.” 

Dave notes that his family has 
grown kind of attached to the little 
pickup. “I was talking about selling 
it,” he laughs, “and they threatened 
me with great bodily harm. I think 
I’ll just keep it and maybe paint it 
a little later on.” 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the “OFF” position, 
check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON" 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 
and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611. This number 
is monitored around the clock to accept your emergen- 
cyfoutage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 
location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 
information requested. 
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Nominating Committee chosen 
As provided by the bylaws of 

Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., a Nominating 
Committee was chosen April 25, 
1989, consisting of the following 
Cooperative members: 

District No. 3—Lanzel Edmonds, 
RR 5, McLeansboro, IL 62859 and 
Carl L. Smith, RR 5, McLeansboro, 
IL 62859 

District No. 4—Patricia Brown, 
RR 1 Box 233A, Harrisburg, IL 
62946 

District No. 5—Lloyd Williams, 

RR 1, Omaha, IL 62871 
District No. 6—Eugene Roper, 

RR 4 Box 265, Marion, IL 62959 
District No. 7—William Lienesch, 

RR 3 Box 102, Harrisburg, IL 62946 
District No. 8—Jess Raymer, RR 

1 Shawneetown, IL 62984 
District No. 9—Jose ph C. 

Whitehead, RR 1 Box 219, Tunnel 
Hill, IL 62991 and John Rushing, 
RR 1 Box 439, Simpson, IL 62985 

The Committee will meet at the 
office of the Cooperative on Tues¬ 
day, June 13, 1989, at the hour of 

10 a.m. for the purpose of 
nominating four (4) candidates for 
three-year terms as Trustees of 
Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. Trustees whose 
terms are expiring include: Victor 
Knight, RR 5, McLeansboro 
(District 3); W.B. Pulliam. RR 2, 
Galatia (District 4); David Ramsey, 
RR 2 Box 122, Omaha (District 5); 
and Kenneth R. Webb, RR 1, 
Tunnel Hill (District 9). 

David Ramsey, Secretary 
Board of Trustees 

Geothermal systems 
Heating, cooling and hot water 

Since the mid-1970s, tens of 
thousands of homes and businesses 
in the U.S., Canada and Europe 
have been heated and cooled by a 
system that bridges the gap be¬ 
tween high technology and energy 
savings—the geothermal heat pump 
system. 

Consumers are searching for a 
better way to get more out of their 
energy dollars and many have 
found their answer to be the 
geothermal heat pump system. It is 
the only investment available where 
you can heat, cool, and supply your 
hot water needs with one small unit 
inside your home, and in just a few 

years have a payback on your 
system. 

The efficiency of a geothermal 
system is more than three times as 
efficient as the most efficient fossil 
fuel furnace. Instead of burning a 
combustible fuel to make heat, they 
simply move heat that already 
exists. By doing that, they provide 
three units of energy for every one 
unit used to power the geothermal 
heat pump ground loop system. 

The earth has much free energy 
to heat and cool your home. This is 
why the geothermal system gives 
you total comfort for your home at 
50-60 percent less than the cost of 

your present system. 
We also realize that safety is very 

important to your home. The 
system has no flue. It doesn’t pro¬ 
duce waste by-products. It operates 
cleanly and is environmentally safe. 
Whafs more, the absence of a pilot 
light, ignition system, and combus¬ 
tible gases or liquids makes your 
home even more secure, providing 
a better quality of life for your 
family. 

Your cooperative has informa¬ 
tion on the installation, effec¬ 
tiveness, and technology of the 
geothermal ground loop system. 
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Natalie in one of her western outfits. 
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Illinois H 
hopes to 

Natalie Palmer will be leaving a 

job soon, but she and her mother, 

Gail, are working to make the job 

better for those who follow in her 

footsteps—or hoofprints, if you will. 

Natalie, whose term as Illinois High 

School Rodeo Queen will be over at 

the state rodeo finals June 23-25, 

feels that Illinois is badly in need of 

a junior rodeo program, so young 

people can get into the sport 

younger, gain experience at an 

earlier age, and stand a better 

chance in national competition. 

“Natalie got into rodeo competi¬ 

tion when she got into high school,” 

Gail says, “and she really got serious 

about it. She’s been really interested 

in horses for about as long as she’s 

been able to walk.” She got really 

interested, it turns out, when her 

brother, Randy, got a horse, when 

she was four. “Randy enjoyed that 

horse,” Gail says with a laugh, “but 

not anything like Natalie did. She’s 
been an enthusiast ever since.” 

Now a senior at Vienna High 

School, Natalie, in spite of not 

having a junior association to grow 

in, is becoming an old hand at 
winning. But she doesn’t have a case 

full of tall, gleaming trophies. 

Instead, she has herds of belt 

buckles the size of compact car 

bumpers—the currency of winners 

in the rodeo game. Hats and saddles 

are popular accolades for winners, 

and a crown is also part of her 

plunder. 

The buckles, all spangled and 
ornate, are her rewards for winning 

in different events. Last year she 

won in horsemanship, barrel racing 

and the queen contest, and she was 

second in goat tying and breakaway. 

Like many contestants, Natalie 

does better in some events than 

others, and that costs her points. 



h School Rodeo Queen 
ase path for others 

With that in mind, she hunted up 

a coach, Debbie Jones, to help 

polish up her skills. “She didn’t 

know much about rodeo at first,” 

Debbie says, “but learned fast and 

does a really good job, now.” 

Debbie later married Natalie’s 
brother, Randy. 

All the coaching, work and prac¬ 

tice was leading up to national com¬ 

petition, and Natalie headed for 

Pueblo, Colorado, where the na¬ 

tionals are held every year. “She’s 

qualified for the nationals every 

year,” Gail says, “and I was a little 

nervous about the whole thing. I’d 

been told that it’d cost about $3,000 

to get us out there with Dennis and 

Delbert—her horses—and we 

weren’t excited about spending that 

much. It turned out that it only cost 

about half that, fortunately.” 

“The nationals are fun and 

interesting,” Natalie says, “and 

there are about 12-1,500 kids 

running around out there, rodeoing 

in three arenas at the same time. 

Jody Howard, of Fallon, Nevada, 
became the national queen.” 

While this is Natalie’s last year for 

high school rodeoing, she’s still not 

ready to put away her suits and 

boots. “I hope to go to Fort Scott 

Community College in Fort Scott, 

Kansas,” she says, “because they 

have a good rodeo program there, 

but dad kind of wants me to go to 

Murray State, down in Kentucky. 

I’m just going to keep plugging 

away and I’ll hope for the best.” 

Even as she thinks about her 

future, though, she and Gail—and 

a lot of other Illinoisans—are 

working to boost a junior rodeo 

event. “A lot of other states have 

them,” Gail says, “and no matter 

how talented an Illinois kid is, or 

how hard they work, they get to the 

nationals at a disadvantage. We’re 

trying to overcome that. We started 

a junior program last year, and we 

have a limited schedule going now. 

We’re going to keep working until 

it’s a reality. Rodeo’s a fast-growing 

sport, and our kids can do well, if 

we give them a good start.” 

Natalie pauses for a few minutes with one of her sidekicks. 
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Waterlogged pumps can produce unnecessarily high electric bills 
Does the pump on your pressure 

water system start almost every time 
you run water? If it does, then the 
pressure tank is probably suffering 
from a common ailment known as 
“waterlogging.” In other words, it is 
too full of water. 

It is necessary to have a cushion 
of air above the water. The air is 
compressed as water is pumped 
into the tank and expands as water 
is withdrawn. The larger the air 
cushion, the more water the tank 
can deliver between any given 
extremes of pressure. 

Most farm water systems have 
pressure switches adjusted to start 
the pump when the pressure drops 
to 20 pounds and stop it when it 

reaches 40 pounds. A 42-gallon 
pressure tank, the size used in many 
farm water systems, can deliver 
about seven gallons of water be¬ 
tween pressures of 40 and 20 
pounds. 

The size of the air cushion will 
not remain constant. Water absorbs 
the air, so eventually the air cushion 
becomes so small that, by even 
drawing a very small amount of 
water, it will cause the pump motor 
to start and stop. 

Manufacturers have devised 
various methods to solve this prob¬ 
lem. One method is to have an air 
valve controlled by a float inside the 
pressure tank. 

When the water level in the tank 

rises too high, the float opens an air 
valve and permits the pump to 
“sniff’ the air, which is carried into 
the tank with the water. 

Should the valve core begin to 
leak, do not replace it with an auto 
tire valve core. The auto tire core 
has a much stronger spring and the 
pump cannot suck air through the 
water. 

Frequent starting and stopping 
also causes undue wear on the 
pump and motor. 

Allowing the water pump to 
operate in a waterlogged condition 
means an unnecessary maintenance 
expense and a much higher electric 
bill. 

The storm has passed, 
but danger lingers on 

While we understand the urgency 
of restoring electric power to all of 
our consumers after a severe storm, 
we consider hazardous conditions 
created by the storm to be our first 
priority. That means the detection 
and repair of downed overhead 
power lines, and we need your help. 

Power lines which have been 

snapped or pulled down as the 
result of a storm present a serious, 
even deadly danger. If you come 
across a downed wire, stay com¬ 
pletely away from it. Don’t touch 
the lines, the pole to which it is at¬ 
tached, or anything else in contact 
with the wire. Call us immediately— 
don’t assume someone else will. We 

want to know about downed wires 
immediately so we can send our 
trained linemen to make the 
needed repairs. 

Take some time today to teach 
your children about the dangers of 
downed electric wires. Instruct 
them to tell you or another adult as 
soon as possible about the problem 
and to warn other children away. 

Never, never assume a wire is 
harmless. Let us make the deter¬ 
minations and the repairs. Together 
we’ll continue to keep our com¬ 
munity safe from electric accidents. 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the "OFF" position, 
check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears all right, retrip the breaker to the "ON" 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 
and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611. This number 
is monitored around the clock to accept your emergen¬ 
cy/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 
location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 
information requested. 
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Capital credits for 1988 
The most economical method of notifying members 

of their capital credit allocation is to furnish them with 
a multiplication factor, which when applied to the total 
electric bill for the year 1988, will determine the noti¬ 
fied of the amount of patronage. Notices will be mailed 
to large commercial consumers who are not on self 
billing. 

Self-billing members may determine their capital 
credit allocations from Southeastern by multiplying 
their bills paid (less tax) by a factor of .06415094; for 
Southern Illinois Power Co-operative use a factor of 
.07527044. 

For those paying accounts under the Small Commer¬ 
cial Schedule, a factor of .06913710 for Southeastern 
and .08111749 for Southern Illinois Power Co¬ 
operative should be used. 

If you are unable to determine your 1987 allocation, 
the amount credited will be furnished on request. 

The bylaws of your cooperative provide that each 
member shall be notified of the amount of patronage 
capital credited to his account. Of the total allocation, 
approximately 46 percent is due to capital credit alloca¬ 
tion received from the Southern Illinois Power 

Co-operative. 
A capital credit plan is an arrangement under which: 

(1) A cooperative and its members expressly agree that 
any payment by any patron over the cost of serving him 
is capital furnished by the patron to the cooperative. 

(2) The Cooperative credits such patronage capital on 
its books to the patrons and (3) such capital will be 
retired when, in the opinion of the Board of Trustees, 
such retirement will not impair the cooperative’s finan¬ 
cial position. 

The capital credit plan provides for service at cost, 
for paying off the REA and CFG loans, for acquiring 
complete local ownership of the cooperative system, 
for giving all patrons full credit for all payments in 
excess of cost, and for the eventual repayment to the 
patrons of all capital furnished by them. Capital credits 
are not necessarily available in the form of cash, but 
are represented largely by investments in poles, wire, 
transformers and other equipment required to provide 
service. In general, no patronage capital can be retired 
until the cooperative has obtained enough capital to 
take care of all its needs. 

Critters that munch on coal 
may produce more useful fuel 

Researchers are growing bacteria to find ways of 
turning coal into a more useful energy source. The 

genetically engineered bugs are being harnessed to 
turn coal into liquid or gas and to remove pollution- 
causing sulfur from the coal. 

The implications are immense for a world with 
dwindling oil reserves, a huge appetite for liquid fuels 

and centuries of coal supplies still underground. Work 
is proceeding along several fronts at the Palo Alto, 
California-based Electric Power Research Institute 
(EPRI), the nonprofit research and development arm 
of the U.S. electric utility industry. 

Researchers have found a fungus that will liquefy cer- 
(Continued on page 12d) 
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Weldon Gray, engineer 
Weldon Gray, SEIEC’s engi¬ 

neering manager since November 
1987, is one of those people who’ll 

tell you they’re uninteresting, then 
regale you with stories about an 
interesting past. “I’m an engineer,” 

he says, “and like all engineers, I’m 
just boring, boring, boring.” 

Then he’ll tell of growing up in 
Malden, Missouri, a bootheel town 
where they talk funny, and of his 
work in Texas, where they talk even 
funnier. 
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Anyway, Weldon notes that while 
he’s been an engineer for several 
years, he’s been a tinkerer and en¬ 
trepreneur virtually all his life. “I 

did my first building project when 
I was 12,” he chuckles, “and I added 
three rooms to a house in Malden. 
It’s still standing, so I guess I did an 
okay job.” 

Next, he put in a couple of years 
as a golf cart repairman. “There was 
an optometrist in town who had a 
business providing electric golf 

1989 

carts to area courses,” Weldon 
relates, “and he paid me a dollar an 
hour to keep them clean, in good 
repair and the batteries charged. 
There were 120 of them. One of the 
fringe benefits was that I got a cart 
to drive around in. I had this little 
toolbox I carried around in it, and 
it was really neat.” 

That golf cart was the beginning 
of a love affair with cars that’s still 
going strong. “I’ve always enjoyed 
messing with cars,” he says, “and 

Weldon Gray, SEIEC's engineering manager. Weldon looks over a good-sized transfer 



While not a computer whiz, Weldon spends a lot of time at his. 

when I was in high school, I had a 
Chevy Camaro SS I spent a lot of 
time with. While a lot of kids were 
going out for sports and spending 
a lot of time with that, I worked on 
my car.” 

It was about that time that he got 
a job with Pepsi, as a utility em¬ 
ployee, doing “whatever they 
needed to have done.” During his 
stay at Pepsi, Weldon got an oppor¬ 
tunity to use his grade school 
French. “We got a new machine 
from France in the plant,” he says, 
“and I helped install it. The instruc¬ 
tion manual was in French, and I 
was the only one available to read 
it. The motor was a three-phase, 
50-cycle, while most small electric 
motors in this country are single¬ 
phase, 60-cycle, so we had to convert 

it. It turned out to be quite a proj¬ 
ect, and I was kind of tickled to be 
able to use my French.” 

While majoring in electrical 
engineering at the University of 
Missouri-Rolla, Weldon worked 
summers as a route salesman for 
Pepsi. It was during this time he 
began dating Patty Burrow, a 
Malden girl attending Southeast 
Missouri State University, majoring 
in home economics. 

While attending UMR, he worked 
in the power lab, doing machine 
work for various research projects 
for NASA and several major elec¬ 
trical manufacturers. In his junior 
year, he served as chapter vice presi¬ 
dent of the Institute of Electrical 
and Electronic Engineers and did 

capacity. 
It was on his last day at Pepsi that 

something really exciting hap¬ 
pened. Several thousand dollars 
turned up missing. “I was closing 
out my job as a route salesman,” 
Weldon laughs, “and I put my 
receipts in the night depository at 
the bank. It turned out that a con¬ 
tractor’s crew had been working on 
the wall, and they’d left a little place 
there. Instead of going into the con¬ 
tainer, the money I’d put in went 

down in between the inner and 
outer walls. 

“I was stunned when I learned 
that the money hadn’t shown up, 
and it took a while to find out what 
had happened to it. I was especially 
pleased that nobody even hinted 
that I’d taken the money. I’m still 
proud of that.” 

Weldon and Patty graduated 
from school on the same day, got 
married shortly after, and left 
for his new job with West Texas 
Utilities in Abilene. 

After leaving the utility as district 
engineer, Gray joined Milford 
Engineering of Abilene as a senior 
engineer, providing services to 
more than 20 rural electric systems 
in Texas. 

While he was in Texas, Weldon 
kept tinkering. He added a second 
story on the house, and built a 
three-story swing set that he still 
enjoys describing. “It was 28 by 32 
feet and L-shaped,” he remembers, 
“and it had a ramp kids could ride 
up on their bicycles. It had a 16-foot 
slide, too. Kids came from all over 
to play on it.” 

He kept working with cars—or 
rather, pickups—and has restored a 
small herd of mini-haulers. He has 
reworked a Chevy LUV, a Datsun 
and a Toyota. 

The Grays, who live in Marion, 
are active in the First Baptist 
Church there. Not surprisingly, 
Weldon is pitching in and doing his 
share. “I don’t have a title as such,” 
he says, “but they jokingly call me 
‘the energy czar.’ I’m working on 
ways to cut down on the thousands 

a year we spend on electricity.” 
Weldon and Patty have three 

children. Don is 8, Ellena Elizabeth 
is 3 and Landon’s 2. quite a bit of traveling in that 
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Construction is progressing nicely on the new building that's intended to replace two headquarters struc¬ 
tures that SEIEC crews have been working out of for several years. Operations at the old Lake of Egypt building 
and the old Marion headquarters, about five miles east of town, will be consolidated into the new building 
about six miles south of Marion on the east side of Route 37. The old lake facility has been sold to Southern 
Illinois Power Co-operative. 

(Continued from page 12a) 
tain kinds of coal. Since new sources of gaseous fuel 
are also a priority, one utility is scouring the earth in 
search of organisms that will geologically convert coal 
into methane. 

Experiments in the early 1980s turned up the sur¬ 
prising fact that a common wood rot fungus can 
transform lignite coal into a liquid. Building on this 
discovery, EPRI researchers have isolated a key enzyme 
produced by the fungus that dramatically speeds up 
reaction times. Researchers are now looking at using 
the enzyme to liquefy coal underground, then pump¬ 
ing the converted fuel to the surface like oil. With air 
quality of international concern, other researchers are 
trying to find ways to remove sulfur from coal before 
it is burned. 

Although conventional coal-cleaning methods 
remove some of the metallic sulfur particles in coal, 
they do not remove the organic sulfur that is bound 
chemically to the coal molecules. 

Researchers have found that pretreatment in 
bacterial broth changes the surface properties of 
ground coal, doubling the metallic sulfur removal 
achieved through conventional cleaning. In addition, 
they have produced a genetically altered bug that 
removes organic sulfur by breaking the chemical bonds 
in the coal. 

Despite such significant advances in the last five 
years, many technical and economic questions remain. 
But researchers are confident that with luck and hard 
work they can make coal bioprocessing a viable alter¬ 
native in the next decade. 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the "OFF" position, 
check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears all right retrip the breaker to the “ON" 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 
and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611. This number 
is monitored around the clock to accept your emergen- 
cy/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 
location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 
information requested. 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Eldorado, Illinois 

Official Notice 
of 1989 Annual Meeting of Members 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN That the Annual 
Meeting of the Members of SOUTHEASTERN 
ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., will be 
held at the Southeastern Illinois College, Illinois 
Route 13, east of Harrisburg and south of Eldorado on 
College Drive, on August 1, 1989; that the period of 
registration for said Members will be from 6 p.m. until 
7 p.m.; business meeting of said Members will convene 
at 7 p.m. for the purpose of taking action upon the 
reports of Officers, Trustees, and Committees of said 
cooperative; for the election of four (4) Trustees for 
terms of three (3) years each, and for such matters as 
may be properly considered at such meeting. 

You are further notified that the number of Trustees 
to be elected at the 1989 Annual Meeting is four (4) 
and that one each is to be elected from Trustee Districts 
3, 4, 5 and 9. 

Report of Nominating Committee 
As provided by the bylaws of SOUTHEASTERN IL¬ 

LINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., a 
Nominating Committee, consisting of the following 
Cooperative Members: 

Trustee District No. 3: 
Lanzel Edmonds, RR 5, McLeansboro, IL 62859 
Carl Smith, RR 5, McLeansboro, IL 62859 
Trustee District No. 4 
Patricia Brown, RR 1, Box 233A, Harrisburg, IL 

62946 
Trustee District No. 5 
Lloyd Williams, RR 1, Omaha, IL 62871 
Trustee District No. 6 
Eugene Roper, RR 4, Box 265, Marion, IL 62959 
Trustee District No. 7 
William Lienesch, RR 3, Box 102, Harrisburg, IL 

62946 
Trustee District No. 8 
Jess Raymer, RR 1, Shawneetown, IL 62984 
Trustee District No. 9 
Joseph C. Whitehead, RR 1, Box 219, Tunnel Hill, 

IL 62991 
John Rushing, RR 1, Box 439, Simpson, IL 62985 met 

at the office of the Cooperative on June 13,1989, at the 
hour of 10:00 a.m. for the purpose of nominating candi¬ 
dates for Trustee of SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS ELEC¬ 
TRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. for the terms expiring. 

The undersigned presided as Secretary of the 
meeting. 

The following candidates were nominated: 
Victor Knight, RR 5, McLeansboro, IL 62859— 

District No. 3 
W.B. Pulliam, RR 2, Galatia, IL 62935—District No. 4 
David Ramsey, RR 2, Box 122, Omaha, IL 62871 — 

District No. 5 
Kenneth R. Webb, RR 1, Tunnel Hill, IL 62991 — 

District No. 9 
DATED at Eldorado, Illinois, this 13th day of June, 
1989. 

(Signed) S/Patricia Brown  
Secretary of the Meeting 

YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED That the following 
Amendments to the bylaws of the Cooperative will be 
presented to the Members for a vote to approve or 
disapprove: 

Amendment No. 1 

That Section 1 of Article III be amended to read as 
follows: 

SECTION 1. Annual Meeting. An Annual Meeting 
of the members shall be held during the month of 
August in each year on a date and at a time to be chosen 
by the Board of Trustees at such place in the County 
of Saline or such other County within which the 
Cooperative serves and as may be selected by the said 
Board, and designated in the notice of meeting, for the 
purpose of electing Board Members, passing upon 
reports covering the previous year, and transacting 
such other business as may come before the meeting. 
If the election of Trustees shall not be held on the day 
designated herein for any Annual Meeting, or at any 
adjournment thereof, the Board of Trustees shall cause 
the election to be held at a Special meeting of the 
members as soon thereafter as conveniently may be. 
Failure to hold the Annual Meeting at the designated 

time shall not work a forfeiture or dissolution of the 
Cooperative. 

COMMENT: This is a housekeeping amendment and 

provides that the Annual Meeting of Members shall be 
in Saline County (where Headquarters is located) or 
any other county in which the Cooperative serves 
without naming the specific counties. 
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Amendment No. 2 

That Section 2 of Article III be amended to read as 
follows: 

SECTION 2. Special Meetings. A Special Meeting of 
the members may be called by the Board of Trustees, 
by the President, by any five (5) Trustees, or by peti¬ 
tion signed by not less than ten percent (10%) of the 
members, and it shall thereupon by the duty of the 
Secretary to cause notice of such meeting to be given 
as hereinafter provided in Section 3. Such meeting 
shall be held at any place where an Annual Meeting 
may be held as designated by the Board of Trustees, 
on such date, not sooner than 40 days after the call for 
such meeting is made or a petition therefore is filed, 
and beginning at such hour as shall be designated by 
him or those calling or petitioning for the same. 

COMMENT: Changes from 3 to 5 the number of 
Trustees required to call a Special Meeting of Members. 
Does not change the provision that Special Meetings 
may also be calld by the full Board or by the President 
or by 10% of the Members. Also requires that the 
meeting will be held no sooner than forty (40) days 
after the call for the meeting. 

Amendment No. 3 

That Section 3 of Article IV be amended to read as 
follows: 

SECTION 3. Nominations. It shall be the duty of the 
Board of Trustees to appoint, not less than thirty (30) 
days nor more than one hundred and twenty (120) days 
before the date of a meeting of the members at which 
Board members are to be elected, a Committee on 
Nominations, consisting of not less than five (5) nor 
more than eleven (11) members of the Cooperative who 
are not existing Cooperative employees, agents, of¬ 
ficers, Trustees or known candidates for Trustee, who 
are not close relatives (as herinafter defined), or 
members of the same household of such existing 
employees, agents, officers, Trustees or known can¬ 
didates for Trustee, and who are so selected that each 
of the Cooperative’s Trustee Districts in which a 
Trustee is to be elected shall have representation 
thereon. The Committee shall meet and nominate can¬ 

didates for the terms expiring and prepare and post 
at the principal office of the Cooperative at least twenty 
(20) days before the meeting, and the Secretary shall 
post a list of nominations for Trustees to be elected, 
listing them separately by District with respect to 
Districts from or with respect to which a Trustee must, 

pursuant to this Article, be elected at the meeting. The 
Secretary shall be responsible for mailing with the 
notice of the meeting or separately, but at least fifteen 
(15) days before the date of the meeting, a statement 
of the number of Board members to be elected and the 
names, addresses and districts of the candidates 
nominated by the Committee on Nominations and 
those nominated by petition as hereinafter set out. Any 
fifteen (15) or more members of the Cooperative, 
acting together, may make other nominations by peti- 
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tion in writing over their signatures, listing their 
nominee(s) in like manner and the Secretary shall post 
such nominations at the same place where the list of 
nominations made by the Committee is posted. 
Nominations made by petition, if any, received too late 
to include in the notice of meeting required to be given 
by the Secretary shall nevertheless be included on the 
ballot if made at least ten (10) days before the meeting. 
Petitions filed less than ten (10) days prior to the 
meeting shall be treated as nominations from the floor. 
The Chairman shall at such meeting, after all nomina¬ 
tions so made have been duly announced, call for 
additional nominations from the floor and shall ascer¬ 
tain and announce, after any nomination made from 
the floor, the particular Trustee District from or with 
respect to which any additional candidates have been 
nominated. No member may nominate more than one 
(1) candidate. Notwithstanding the provisions con¬ 
tained in this Section, failure to comply with any of 
such provisions shall not affect in any manner what¬ 
soever the validity of any action taken by the Board 
of Trustees after the election of Trustees. 

COMMENT: Changes the present Section to provide 
that members of the Nominating Committee may not 
be employees, agents, officers, Trustees or known can¬ 
didates for Trustees and no close relatives or members 
of the same household of such existing employees, 
agents, officers, Trustees or known candidates for 
Trustee may be members of the Nominating Committe 
and that Members from the Trustee Districts in which 
a Trustee is to be elected shall be represented on the 
Nominating Committee. Also provides that notice to 
Members of the nominations must be given by the 
Secretary at least 15 days (rather than 20 days) prior 
to the Membership Meeting. Further provides that 
nominating petitions must be filed not less than 10 days 
(instead of 5 days) prior to the meeting if their names 
are to appear on the ballot. Nominations made by peti¬ 
tion filed less than 10 days are treated as nominations 
from the floor. Chairman of the meeting must an¬ 
nounce the name and District of all nominees from the 
floor. Continues the provision that no member may 
nominate more than one candidate. 

Amendment No. 4 

That the Second Paragraph of Section 2 of Article 
IV be amended to read as follows: 

SECTION 2. Qualifications and Tenure. (2nd 
Paragraph) After the Annual Meeting of members in 

1989, all Trustees shall be elected for a term of three 
(3) years. No member shall be eligible to become or 
remain a Trustee or to hold any position of trust in 
the Cooperative who is not a bona fide resident in the 
area served by the Cooperative, or who is in any way 
employed by or financially interested in a competing 
enterprise or a business selling electric energy or sup¬ 
plies to the Cooperative and no person shall take or 
hold office as a Trustee who is the incumbent of or can¬ 
didate for an elective public office in connection with 



which a salary is paid. Upon establishment of the fact 
that a Board member is holding the office in violation 
of any of the foregoing provisions, the Board shall 
remove such Board member from office. When a 
membership is held jointly by a husband and wife, 
either one, but not both, may be elected a Trustee, pro¬ 
vided, however, that neither one shall be eligible to 
become or remain a Trustee or to hold a position of 
trust in the Cooperative unless both shall meet the 
qualifications hereinabove set forth. Nothing in this 
Section contained shall, or shall be construed to affect 
in any manner whatsoever the validity of any action 
taken at any meeting of the Board of Trustees. 

COMMENT: Deletes from the present Section of the 
By-laws the provision that a Member is not eligible to 
become or remain a Trustee who is in any way 
employed by or financially interested in a business 
primarily engaged in selling electrical or plumbing 
appliances, fixtures or supplies to the Members of the 
Cooperative. 

Amendment No. 5 

That Section 2 of Article V be amended to read as 
follows: 

SECTION 2. Special Meeting. Special meetings of the 
Board may be called by the President or by any five 
(5) Board members, and it shall thereupon be the duty 
of the Secretary to cause notice of such meeting to be 
given as hereinafter provided. The President or Board 
members calling the meeting shall fix the time and 
place for the holding of the meeting. 

COMMENT: Increases from 3 to 5 the number of 
Trustees required in order to call a Special Meeting 
of the Board. 

Amendment No. 6 

That Section 4 of Article VI be amended to read as 
follows: 

SECTION 4. President. The President shall: 
(a) be the principal executive officer of the Coopera¬ 

tive and shall preside at all meetings of the Board of 
Trustees, and, unless determined otherwise by the 
Board of Trustees, at all meetings of the members; 

(b) sign, with the Secretary or Assistant Secretary, as 
the case may be, certificates of membership, the is¬ 
suance of which shall have been authorized by the 
Board of Trustees, and may sign any deeds, mortgages, 
deeds of trust, notes, bonds, contracts or other in¬ 
struments authorized by the Board of Trustees to be 

executed, except in cases in which the signing and 
execution thereof shall be expressly delegated by the 
Board of Trustees or by these Bylaws to some other of¬ 
ficer or agent of the Cooperative, or shall be required 
by law to be otherwise signed or executed; and 

(c) in general, perform all duties incident to the 
office of President and such other duties as may be 
prescribed by the Board of Trustees from time to time. 

COMMENT: Changes subparagraph (a) of the Sec¬ 
tion of the By-law to provide that the President, unless 

otherwise determined by the Board, shall preside at all 
meetings of the Members. Also changes subparagraph 
(b) by deleting the reference to the issuance of Member¬ 
ship Certificates by the Members of the Cooperative. 

Amendment No. 7 

That Section 11 of Article VI be amended to read 
as follows: 

SECTION 11. Compensation. The powers, duties, 
and compensation of officers, agents, and employees 
shall be fixed by the Board, subject to the provisions 
of these bylaws with respect to compensation for a 
Board member and close relatives of a Board member. 
The Cooperative shall indemnify Trustees, Officers, 
including the General Manager (and/or, if also titled, 
the Executive Vice President), agents and employees, 
as provided in the general Not-For-Profit Corporation 
Act, Section 108.75, 111. Rev. Stat. Ch. 32, Sec. 101.01 
et. seq. (1986). The Cooperative may purchase in¬ 
surance to cover such indemnification. 

COMMENT: Adds to the existing Section the 
Authority to indemnify Trustees, officers, agents and 
employees in accordance with the provisions of the 
Illinois Statutes and to purchase insurance to cover 
such indemnification. 

Amendment No. 8 

That Section 13 be added to Article VI to read as 
follows: 

SECTION 13. Delegation of Secretary’s and Trea¬ 
surer’s responsibilities. Notwithstanding the duties, 
responsibilities and authorities of the Secretary and of 
the Treasurer herein before provided in Sections 6, 7 
and 8, the Board of Trustees by resolution may, except 
as otherwise limited by law, delegate, wholly or in part, 
the responsibility and authority for, and the regular 
or routine administration of, one or more of each such 
officer’s such duties to one or more agents, other of¬ 
ficers or employees of the Cooperative who are not 
Trustees. To the extent that the Board does so delegate 
with respect to any such officer, that officer as such 
shall be released from such duties, responsibilities and 
authorities. 

COMMENT: This is a new Section and authorizes the 
Board to delegate responsibilities and authority for cer¬ 
tain duties of the Secretary and Treasurer to one or 
more agents, other officers or employees (who are not 
Trustees) and relieves the Secretary and Treasurer from 
the responsibility for the duty so delegated. This would 
allow the Board to relieve the Secretary and Treasurer 
from certain technical duties that can better be per¬ 
formed by persons trained in those areas. 

Amendment No. 9 

That the first unnumbered paragraph of Section 2 
of Article VII be amended by adding the following 
language at the end of the next to the last sentence of 
the said first unnumbered paragraph-of Section 2 of 
Article VII: 
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provided that individual notices of such amounts fur¬ 
nished by each patron shall not be required if the 
Cooperative notifies all patrons of the aggregate 
amount of such excess and provides a clear explana¬ 
tion of how each patron may compute and determine 
for himself the specific amount of capital so credited 
to him. 

COMMENT: Authorizes the Cooperative to notify all 
patrons of the aggregate amount of capital credits with 
instructions as to how each Member may compute and 
determine for himself or herself the specific amount 
so credited to that Member. Relieves the Cooperative 
of the duty to notify each patron of the exact amount 
of his or her capital credit. 

Amendment No. 10 

That the third unnumbered paragraph of Section 2 
of Article VII be amended to read as follows: 

In the event of dissolution or liquidation of the 
Cooperative, after all outstanding indebtedness of the 
Cooperative shall have been paid, outstanding capital 
credits shall be retired without priority on a pro rata 
basis before any payments are made on account of 
property rights of members. If, at any time prior to 
dissolution or liquidation, the Board shall determine 
that the financial condition of the Cooperative will not 
be impaired thereby, the capital credited to patrons’ 
accounts may be retired in full or in part. Any such 
retirements of capital shall be made in order of priority 
according to the year in which the capital was furnished 
and credited, the capital first received by the Coopera¬ 
tive being first retired. PROVIDED, however, that the 
Board of Trustees shall have the power to adopt rules 
providing for the separate retirement of that portion 
(“power supply or other service or supply portion”) of 
capital credited to the account of patrons which cor¬ 
responds to capital credited to the account of the 
Cooperative by an organization furnishing power sup¬ 
ply or any other service or supply to the Cooperative. 
Such rules shall (a) establish a method for determining 
the portion of such capital credited to each patron for 
each applicable fiscal year, (b) provide for the separate 
identification on the Cooperative’s books of such por¬ 
tions of capital credited to the Cooperative’s patrons, 
(c) provide for appropriate notification to patrons with 
respect to such portions of captial credited to their 
accounts and (d) allow for (on a first received—first 
retired basis) a general retirement of such portions of 
capital credited to patrons for any fiscal year prior to 

the general retirement of other capital credited to 
patrons for the same year or of any capital credited 
to patrons for any prior fiscal year. 

COMMENT: Adds language to this paragraph which 
allows the Cooperative Board to adopt rules to allow 
for separate retirement of that portion of capital credits 
resulting from credits received from the Cooperative’s 
power supplier and requires the adoption of rules in 
connection therewith. 

Amendment No. 11 

That the fifth unnumbered paragraph of Section 2 
of Article VII be amended to read as follows: 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of these 
bylaws, the Board of Trustees shall, at its discretion, 
have the power at any time, upon the death of any 
patron who was a natural person (or, if as so provided 
for in the preceding paragraph, upon the death of an 
assignee of the capital credits of a patron, which 
assignee was a natural person), if the legal represen¬ 
tatives of his/her estate shall request in writing that the 
capital so credited or assigned, as the case may be, be 
retired prior to the time such capital would otherwise 
be retired under the provisions of the bylaws, to retire 
such capital immediately upon such terms and condi¬ 
tions as the Board of Trustees, acting under policies 
of general application to situations of like kind, and 
such legal representatives, shall agree upon: PRO¬ 
VIDED, however, that the financial condition of the 
Cooperative will not be impaired thereby. The Coop¬ 
erative, before retiring any capital credited to any 
patron’s account, shall deduct therefrom any amount 
owing by such patron to the Cooperative, together with 
interest thereon at the Illinois legal rate on judgments 
in effect when such amount became overdue, com¬ 
pounded annually. 

COMMENT: Clarifies provisions with respect to early 
retirement of capital credits in case of death of a 
member who is a natural person or death of an assignee 
of the capital credits of a member if assignee is a 
natural person and allows Cooperative to deduct for 
any amount owed the Cooperative. 

Amendment No. 12 

That Article VII of the Bylaws be further amended 
by adding Section 3 to read as follows: 

SECTION 3. Patronage Refunds In Connection With 
Furnishing Other Services. In the event that the 
Cooperative should engage in the business of fur¬ 
nishing goods or services other than electric energy, 
all amounts received and receivable therefrom which 
are in excess of costs and expenses properly chargeable 
against the furnishing of such goods or services shall, 
in so far as permitted by law, be pro-rated annually on 
a patronage basis and returned to those patrons from 
whom such amounts were obtained at such time and 
in such order of priority as the Board of Trustees shall 
determine. 

COMMENT: This is a new Section and provides for 
patronage refunds to Members if the Cooperative 
subsequendy engages in the business of selling goods 
or services (other than electricity). 

Said Amendments and each of them shall be effec¬ 
tive immediately upon their approval and adoption by 
the Members of the Cooperative unless otherwise 
specifically stated therein. 

Dated at Eldorado, Illinois, this 21st day of June, 
1989. 
 S/David Ramsey  
David Ramsey, Secretary, Board of Trustees 
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THE SOOTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Eldorado, Illinois 

There was a good crowd at the meeting. 

1988 was good year 
There was plenty of good news 

for SEIEC members at the 51st 

annual meeting Tuesday, August 1, 
at Southeastern Illinois College. 
Manager Walter V. Truitt, Jr., an¬ 
nounced that SEIEC will pay capital 
credits for the years 1959-61, begin¬ 
ning in early December. In all, more 

than $283,000 will be paid out to 
co-op members who received elec¬ 

tric service from the cooperative 
during those years. He also noted 
that it looks as though the co-op will 
be able to go another year without 
a rate increase. 

During the business session, 
members reelected four area men 
to the co-op’s board of directors and 
also voted to modernize the organi¬ 
zation’s bylaws, the first major 

update in nearly 40 years. Reelected 
to the board were Victor Knight of 
McLeansboro, W.B. Pulliam of 
Galatia, David Ramsey of Omaha 
and Kenneth R. Webb of Tunnel 
Hill. 

In his address to the membership, 
Truitt noted that SEIEC members 
are reaping the benefits of being 
part of a financially strong and 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/August 1989 12a 





From left, board members Gary Hise, Neil Soward, Bill 
Cadle, W. S. Richardson and Kenneth Webb follow the 
meeting. 

Board members and the manager follow the meeting's 
progress. From left are Bob Tiberend, Manager Walter 
V. Truitt, Jr., Victor Knight, Kenneth Rich, Roy D. 
Wise and W. B. Pulliam. 

Ray Harbison, left, and Greg Cruse, right, with Nora 
Osteen, of Thompsonville, winner of the grand prize 
color TV set. 

Greg Cruse, SEIEC chief financial officer, left, and Ray 
Harbison, member services manager, hand over the 
microwave oven won by Helen Abner of Golconda. 

effective cooperative utility. 
“In general,” he said, “most 

member classes continue to show an 
increase in kilowatt-hour usage on 
an average basis. This, of course, 
results in most of our members’ 

average bills being somewhat higher 
due to increased energy use. Farm 
and residential use averaged 1,017 
kwh per consumer in 1988. 

“It should be noted,” he con¬ 
tinued, “that our member equity 
increased 8.5 percent to $27.9 
million and total assets increased by 
11.5 percent to $56.5 million. These 
healthy increases occurred while we 
retired more than $1.3 million in 
capital credits to our members in 
1988. 

“The bottom line is that your 
cooperative is financially healthy, 
growing and well managed. We are 
proud of the progress made in 
1988, and we solicit your continued 
support and involvement in the 
affairs of your electric cooperative,” 

he concluded. 
Robert Tiberend of Benton, 

president, told the membership that 
the co-op is still growing, although 
not as fast as at times in the past. “In 
1988,” he reported, “your coopera¬ 
tive increased by 148 the number of 
services to members. This is some¬ 
what smaller than in the past years. 
However, this does not mean your 
cooperative personnel have not 
been busy. This time has been used 
to upgrade the system by installing 
2,007 poles, 886 crossarms, 636,783 
feet of conductor, 396 transformers 
and 354 security lights. 

“Last year,” he went on, “our 
power supplier, Southern Illinois 
Power Co-Operative, approached us 
about purchasing our Lake of Egypt 

headquarters. We have since sold 
this facility and completed construc¬ 
tion of a new Marion/Lake head¬ 
quarters on Route 37, south of 
Marion. This is just one of the many 

ways we are working to provide ade¬ 

quate, reliable, affordable service to 
you.” 

Ramsey, secretary-treasurer, re¬ 
ported that SEIEC’s operating reve¬ 
nue and patronage capital for 1988 
was $29,036,047, up $1,391,559 
from last year’s $27,644,488. 
Total operating expenses were 
$27,565,306, also up from last year’s 
$25,755,489. Of that total, $19.2 
million went to buy wholesale 
power. Southeastern paid out 
$445,281 in taxes, $102,641 more 
than last year. 

After the meeting the board met 
to reorganize for the coming year 
and elected William S. Richardson 
of Ewing president, Roy D. Wise of 
Harrisburg vice president and 
Ramsey, secretary-treasurer. 

SEIEC serves approximately 
18,000 members over 3,100 miles of 
energized lines in Saline, Hardin, 
White, Williamson, Franklin, John¬ 
son, Massac, Gallatin, Hamilton and 
Pope counties. 
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The four men at right above have been reelected to the board of directors of Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Eldorado. From left are Walter V. Truitt, Jr., manager, and reelected directors David Ramsey 
of Omaha, Victor Knight of McLeansboro, Kenneth R. Webb of Tunnel Hill and W.B. Pulliam of Galatia. The 
election took place during your co-op's 51st annual meeting Tuesday, August 1, at Southeastern Illinois 
College. 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 

entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the "OFF" position, 

check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 

If the wiring appears all right, retrip the breaker to the "ON" 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 

to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 

phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 

- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 

the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 

and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611. This number 

is monitored around the clock to accept your emergen- 

cy/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 

location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 

information requested. 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Eldorado, Illinois 

Weatherization grants available for 1989-'90 
Grants of up to $1,500 for home 

weatherization or energy conserva¬ 
tion work will be available for a 
third year to eligible moderate- and 
low-income members of Illinois 
electric cooperatives, including 
SEIEC. Through the Illinois Depart¬ 
ment of Energy and Natural Re¬ 
sources (ENR), grant money totaling 
$1.6 million has already been allo¬ 
cated statewide for 1989-’90. 

This money is to help qualified 
cooperative members upgrade or 
replace inefficient heating systems, 
install insulation, weatherstrip 
storm windows and doors, and com¬ 
plete a number of other weatheriza¬ 
tion projects. 

The Rural Home Energy Grant 
Program was established by the 
Illinois General Assembly. Funding 
comes from penalties assessed by 
the federal government against 
oil companies for overcharges to 
consumers. 

Illinois received about $100 
million as its share of money re¬ 
turned to individual states. Last 
year, 2.8 million was set aside by the 
Illinois General Assembly for the 
grant program. 

The Rural Revival Bill, intro¬ 
duced in 1986, included a provision 
for the Rural Home Energy Pro¬ 
gram. The legislation was promoted 
by the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives. 

The program is limited to eligible 

consumer-members of an Illinois 
electric cooperative. Any coopera¬ 

tive member with a household 
income or 80 percent or less of the 
cooperative service area’s median 
income is eligible for a grant of up 
to $1,500. 

A member whose household 
income is 80 to 120 percent of the 
area’s median income is eligible for 
a matching grant of up to $1,000. 
This is a 50 percent matching grant; 
the consumer pays the other 50 per¬ 
cent of the improvement’s cost. 

All projects must show a proven 
10-year payback in energy savings to 
the members. Members who have 
previously received the maximum 
grant amount under the program in 
the previous two years are not eligi¬ 
ble for further grant monies. 

Projects that qualify for state 
funding include caulking and 
weatherstripping; measures for 
improved furnace efficiency; insula¬ 
tion for walls, ceilings, floors, duct 
pipes and water heaters; replace¬ 
ment of central air conditioners 
dnd water heaters; heat pumps; elec¬ 
tric load management systems; 
storm windows and doors; and ther¬ 
mal doors and windows. 

Members may contact their elec¬ 
tric cooperative or ENR for infor¬ 

mation about the Rural Home 
Energy Grant Program. 

This list of projects that are eligi¬ 
ble for funding through the pro¬ 
gram has changed since last year. 
On some items, there is a dollar 
limit on the amount of funding 
allowed. In no case is the subsidy 

ILLINOIS RUf 

provided for more than the cost of 
the work, or $1,500. 

• Insulation projects for walls, 
ceilings, attics, foundations, crawl- 
spaces, floors, basement walls or 
ceiling, water pipes, air ducts, 
underpinning, and mobile home 
undercarriage are eligible. 

• New, energy efficient, water 
heaters (must meet ASHRAE 90 
Standards as required by Illinois 
law) are eligible. 

• Replacement central air- 
conditioners with an SEER greater 
than 10.0 (or room air conditioners 
with an EER greater than 8.6) are 
eligible only for medical reasons. A 
medical doctor’s certification is 
required. 

• Heat pumps for heating or 
cooling with an SEER rating of 
greater than 8.6 are eligible. 

• Furnace load management 
systems and furnace efficiency 
modifications are eligible. 

• Furnace flue modifications and 
electronic ignition systems are 
eligible. 

• Furnaces with an AFUE rating 
of 90 or better are eligible. Under 
certain circumstances, and with 
prior approval from ENR, other 
heating systems with lower ratings 
may be eligible. Call ENR for 
details. 

• Storm doors and thermal doors 
are eligible for a grant of up to $150 
maximum per entrance. 
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Many people working to revit 
There’s a man prowling around 

Southeastern Illinois, and he’s 
looking for work. He’s not looking 
for a job, because he has one. He’s 
looking for a lot of work—to pro¬ 
vide jobs for hundreds of Southern 
Illinoisans. 

He’s Tom Lenz, and SEIEC hired 
him to help bring businesses, in¬ 
dustries and jobs to Southern 
Illinois. 

You don’t have to do much 
traveling around this part of the 
state to figure out that the area is in 
a real slump. The mainstays of the 
economy, farming, mining and oil, 
are limping along at only a fraction 
of their former pace. 

People who made a living in 
those industries—and who spent 
money in area communities—aren’t 
spending like they used to, if at all. 
Many are gone. Lots of young peo¬ 
ple who’ve grown up here have had 
to leave to find work. 

But it’s not all gloom and despair. 
Tom is one of many people, and 
SEIEC is one of many organizations, 
working on a regional basis to bring 
prosperity to Southern Illinois. 
Tom, incidentally, has the title of 
Industrial and Community De¬ 
velopment Representative, and his 
job is to bring new industrial and 
commercial development into our 
area. He will also work to maintain 
good relations with out present 
large power and commercial 
members. 

Tom came to us from the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and 
Community Affairs, where he spent 
six years as an economic develop¬ 
ment representative. He has ex¬ 
perience in working with local 
economic development organiza¬ 
tions and businesses using private, 
state and federal resources. 

Reliable, reasonably price elec¬ 
tricity is important to an area’s 
economic health, and we’ve had 
that for a long time. But it takes 
more, and we’ve hired Tom with 
that in mind. Like many others, we 
hoped the area’s economy would 

turn around when the farm crisis 
“bottomed out” and agriculture 
began its recovery. 

While farming is not in as bad 
shape as it was, the hoped-for 
rural recovery has “hit the ground 
crawling.” We decided to give it a 
nudge if we can, by letting com¬ 
panies know about the advantages 
of locating in our area, and by 
helping area people work with the 
agencies they need to deal with to 
get help. 

“There are many good reasons 
for a company to locate in our 
area,” Tom says, “although many 
people tend to think of Southern 
Illinois as a backwater. Actually, 
that’s far from the case. I’m going 
to do my best to make sure anybody 
who needs an office location or 
distribution facility or plant site— 
or who has a tourism idea—knows 
about our advantages. And we’ll 
work with them to get permits and 
funding, where it’s necessary.” 

Tom notes that many people 
overlook the fact that Southern 
Illinois is criss-crossed by interstate 
highways, half a dozen major rail 
lines, and has its share of airports. 
Located between two of the most 
heavily traveled rivers in the U.S., 
it also boasts a trained labor force. 

The Rend Lake Conservancy 
District (RLCD), long a factor in 
Southern Illinois recreational and 
water supply activities, has been 
improving the quality of life in the 
area for years, notes Larry Foster, 
executive vice president, and is now 
working in industrial development. 

“The legislature passed a law in 

1983 giving us legal authority to get 
into industrial development,” he 
says, “and recent legislation also 
allows us to lease land for a period 
of 99 years. We have several good 
tracts with rail and highway access, 
and all utilities, ready to go.” 

The district has done much to 
boost the area’s development, sim¬ 
ply by providing a good water 
supply to 53 communities in a 
seven-county area, but there’s more. 

In addition to “carrying water” for 
250,000 people, RLCD has taken 
several big steps in opening the area 
for recreational use. “We have an 
18-hole tournament golf course,” 
Foster says, “and it’s served an 
average of 25,000 people a year 
for many years. Last year we had 
30,000, and we’re hoping for more. 
And we’ll make an effort to help. 

“I just got off the phone with a 
Chicago man,” he says by way of 
illustration. “He wanted to bring a 
busload of people down here to 
play golf, and he asked if I’d find 
accommodations for them. We’re 
working on it now, and that’ll help 
the area’s hotel and restaurant 
industry just a little. It’s a little 
thing, but it’s a step in the direction 
we want to go.” 

The district has also produced a 
couple of first-class brochures; one 
to attract industry, and another to 
bring in tourists. 

“There’s more in the works,” 
Larry emphasizes, adding, “we have 
a restaurant, banquet room, tennis 
courts and the Manor Executive 
Apartments right near the golf 
course, and there’s a 10-station 
championship trap range with a 
clubhouse and catering facilities, 
too.” 

Plans are afoot for a resort com¬ 
plex in a 140-acre site at the in¬ 
tersection of Interstate 57 and 
Illinois Route 154, near the golf 
course. The resort complex will 
include a 350 room convention 
center/hotel, marina, theme park, 
service station, 180 room commuter 
hotel, retirement village, condo¬ 
miniums and executive cottages. 

Southern Illinois will have to 
work hard to recover, and things 
will have to be different than they 
were, with much more diversity. 
That way, when one or more seg¬ 
ments of the economy falls on hard 
times, others may be able to remain 
strong. And working. 

That’s what SEIEC, RLCD and 
many others are working for. 
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lize area economy 

Clockwise from above: Ray Harbison, left, Kevin Davis and 
Tom Lenz look over the Rend Lake Conservancy District's 
industrial development brochure, and discuss the location 
of various tracts. Harbison and Lenz are SEIEC represen¬ 
tatives, while Davis is comptroller of the RLCD. Larry E. 
Foster, executive vice president of RLCD, firms up ar¬ 
rangements for a busload of golfers to play on the course. 
The newly painted water tank announces the availability 
of a first-class golf course. 
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Play it safe during harvest 
They say you reap what you sow. 
If in fact actions lead to the 

resulting consequences, many ac¬ 
cidents could be avoided if time is 
taken to think safety first. 

All year round, on the farm, in 
the home, or driving down the road, 
safety must be a conscious priority. 
Specifically during harvest time, 
many avoidable accidents occur in 
rural areas. 

Modern farming requires the use 
of large complex machinery. Each 
year, a tragic number of accidents 
are caused by careless handling of 
farm equipment around electric 
power lines. Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative urges you to 
use caution at all times—to watch 
for overhead power lines and utility 
poles to avoid any contact with this 
potentially lethal power equipment. 

Insist that hired hands and family 
members learn to survey their 
working area carefully before 
operating farm equipment. Have 
every worker made sure the equip¬ 
ment he is using will not come into 

contact with power lines, poles or 
power-support equipment. 

Although you may have no power 
lines in your fields, they are usual¬ 
ly present in equipment storage 
areas and grain storage areas. 

Be sure paths from equipment 
storage areas to fields and from 
fields to grain storage areas are safe 
routes. There should be ample 
clearance for combines, pickers, 
balers, front end loaders, stackers or 
any other equipment you’re moving 
about your farm. 

If there is any question about 
whether equipment will clear a 
power conductor, assume it won’t 
and take a different route. 

More often than not, power lines 
follow property lines. When you 
reach the end of a field and turn 
your equipment, there’s a very good 
chance power lines will be nearby. 
Always be alert to power lines along 
your property lines. They may even 
be hidden by trees or brush, so take 
precautions to ensure your equip¬ 
ment doesn’t make contact. 

Grain augers and bins are often 
used along property lines, too, since 
such placement makes the best use 
of the land. Again, be sure the 
augers don’t contact power lines. 

Crop-storage equipment such as 
augers, balers and stackers can be 
extended in height to exceed elec¬ 
tric code clearances for power lines. 
Take precautions to be sure the 
stacking equipment won’t contact 
the lines. It only takes one mistake 
to bring tragedy. 

If contact is made while you are 
on the equipment, remain on the 
machine and call for help. Have a 
family member or neighbor call the 
cooperative and a crew will be sent 
to disconnect power. 

If no one is around to help, 
jump free of the equipment to the 
ground. Be sure that at no time you 
or anyone touches the equipment 
and the ground at the same time. 

Make it a safe autumn season. 
Think “safety first.” 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the “OFF” position, 
check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears all right, retrip the breaker to the "ON" 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 
and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611. This number 
is monitored around the clock to accept your emergen¬ 
cy/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 
location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 
information requested. 
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THE SOUTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Eldorado, Illinois 

General Manager’s Comments 
Walter V. Truitt, Jr. 

Providing electricity to homes and 
businesses is only part of an elec¬ 
tric cooperative’s role in its community. 
Economic development has become 
an important focal point in rural 
areas. During October, Southeastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative will be 
among the nation’s 40,000 coopera¬ 
tive organizations participating in 
Cooperative month emphasizing this 
year’s theme, “Cooperatives—Building 
your Community.” 

The theme reflects the emphasis elec¬ 
tric cooperatives are placing on jobs 
and business growth in their service 
territories. 

The nation’s rural electric coop¬ 
eratives have always been involved 
in helping their communities thrive. 
For example, since 1961, rural elec¬ 
tric cooperatives have helped start 
and expand more than 25,000 new 
commercial, industrial and commu¬ 
nity facility projects, producing nearly 
one million new jobs. 

Community spirit is fostered by the 
cooperative method of providing goods 
and services. People are working 
together to achieve a common goal. 
That’s what makes cooperatives strong 
and successful. 

Half a century ago, electric coopera¬ 
tives were born of a need to bring light 
and electrical convenience to the farm. 
But the broader purpose was to im¬ 

prove the quality of life in rural loca¬ 

tions. That’s still the case. 
Nearly 1,000 rural electric coopera¬ 

tives are serving 25 million people in 
the United States. In Illinois, 26 electric 
distribution cooperatives serve more 
than 170,000 homes, farms and busi¬ 
nesses. These cooperatives, “owned by 
those we serve,” are looking ahead to 
the needs of member-owners—not only 
in terms of electric service but many 
other facets of rural life. 
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Tim Grounds, goose caller 
One of the major attractions at 

the Big Lakes Country Festival 
earlier this month was the 1989 
World Open Goose Calling Cham¬ 
pionships, held at Dunn’s Sporting 
Goods in Marion. SEIEC played a 
real part in making the contest a 
success, notes Tim Grounds, 1988 
world champion and an organizer 
of this year’s event, by providing a 
specially built timer. 

“We’ve had an awful time trying 
to get some kind of timing device 
set up so a contestant would know 
how long he’s been calling, and how 
long he has to go,” Tim says, “and 
the addition of a real professional 
quality timer did a lot to add pro¬ 
fessionalism and credibility to our 
contest.” 

Grounds, who was born in North 
Aurora and moved to Southern 
Illinois when he was four years old, 
has been hunting geese almost 
since settling here. He now lives in 
Johnston City and operates a goose 
hunters’ guide service. He also 
makes top-quality goose calls. 

“I remember my grandpa taking 
me goose hunting for the first time 
when I was five years old,” he relates 
with a chuckle, “and he sent me to 
chase down a big honker he’d 
crippled. The goose just had a 
broken wingtip, and there was still 
plenty of fight left in him. I went 
after him, and there was a question 
for a minute there as to who was 
wrestling who to the ground. That 
old goose was all over me, but we 
finally got him down. Grandpa 
knew that was going to happen, and 

he figured it’d build my determina¬ 
tion. It sure did.” 

He notes that the experience con¬ 
firmed his desire to hunt the big 
honkers, and he’s pursued the 

activity as an avocation or vocation 
ever since. 

“Fve been calling on a profes¬ 
sional basis since I was 16,” he says, 
“and I’d done a lot of calling on my 
own before that. I just didn’t start 
getting paid for it until then.” 

During the goose hunting season, 
Tim also manages the Timberline 
Goose Club. 

Tim with his pickup truck, whose door pretty much says it all. 

Tim did not compete in this 
year’s event, but served as organizer, 
fund raiser and master of ceremo¬ 
nies instead. “Some of my clients 
are fairly well off,” he says, “and I 
called on several of them and asked 
them to make contributions. I called 
one guy and told him it looked like 
I was going to be a little short of 
funds and would appreciate a dona¬ 
tion from him. He said, ‘How much 
do you need—$5,000, $10,000? Any 
more than that, and I’ll have to 
take a hard look at it.’ When I got 
my breath back, I told him I was 
thinking of $1,000 or so,” Tim says, 
“and that was no problem.” 

Tim and Lester J. Bethel, execu¬ 
tive director of the Greater Marion 
Area Chamber of Commerce, were 
looking for a way to add a world 
class flavor to the contest pro¬ 
ceedings, when they hit on the idea 
of approaching SEIEC for a timer, 
and they discussed their needs 
with Weldon Gray, engineering 
manager. 

The three of them came up with 
the idea of making a timing setup 
with two lights and a clock, all visi¬ 

ble to the contestant as he is doing 
his thing. “It’s set up so the com¬ 
petitor steps up and the judge asks 
him if he wants a couple of practice 
calls, or if he wants to get going 
right away,” Tim says, “and when 

he’s ready to call ‘for the money,’ he 
lets the judge know, and the instant 
he begins, a white light comes on 
and the clock begins running. 

“The clock runs,” he continues, 
“and the white light stays on for 80 
seconds, then the red light comes 
on. When that happens, the caller 
knows he has 10 seconds to finesse 
it to an ending. If the judge hears 
the slightest peep after that, the con¬ 
testant’s history. You very seldom 
have anyone disqualified for going 
over, but the 10-second warning 
enables him to add some touches at 
the end that he might not be able 
to throw in if he had to strain this 
way to look at a light and that way 
to see a clock. It’ll take a lot of stress 
off the callers. I think this will add 
a lot of credibility to the competi¬ 
tions, and I think you’ll see them at 
other contests as time goes by.” 

Bethel notes that an improved 
timing system should draw more 
contestants—there were 50 this 

year, a far bigger draw than ever 
before—and that can’t help but 
add to the Marion area economy. 
“Goose hunters bring in $3.5 
million a year to Marion alone,” he 
says, “and a better contest, and bet¬ 
ter callers, will improve that.” 

If building a timer helps even a 
little, SEIEC is glad to be a part of 
the effort. 
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Tim Grounds of Johnston City, the 1988 world champion goose caller, shows his technique. A professional 
guide, he also makes and sells goose calls. He approached SEIEC to provide a timing system to give a profes¬ 
sional air to the contests, and notes that the device worked flawlessly. 
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Kays 

Mark Kays is new 
SEIEC employee 

Mark Kays was hired in the 
Forestry Department and came to 
work for SEIEC on September 4. 
Born and raised in Benton, Mark 
attended Benton schools and has 
taken some classes at Rend Lake 
College. 

Before coming to SEIEC, Mark 
worked in construction. He spent 
his military years, during the 
Vietnam war, in the Panama Canal 

Zone. 
Mark and his wife, Deborah, have 

two children. Son Travis is 15, and 
daughter Megan is 10. 

Mark is an avid deer and turkey 
hunter and fisherman and has been 
active for several years in little 
league baseball. “My son plays 
basketball, so we follow the Rangers 
especially carefully,” he says, add¬ 
ing, “we follow the team around to 
pretty much wherever it plays.” 

The family is active in the 
Emmanuel Baptist Church. 

COOPERATIVES 
BUILDING 

YOUR COMMUNITY 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the "OFF" position, 
check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears all right, retrip the breaker to the "ON" 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 
and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611. This number 
is monitored around the clock to accept your emergen¬ 
cy/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 
location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 
information requested. 
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THE SOOTHEASTERN LIGHT 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Eldorado, Illinois 

P.R.I.D.E. in Southernmost Illinois 
All over the country, people look 

for ways to get out of the rat race— 
at least temporarily—and for many, 
Southern Illinois is a good place to 
do just that. For those seeing uncon¬ 
gested highways, clear blue skies, 
sunny days and a laid-back lifestyle, 
this is the place to be. With its acres 
of tranquil water, miles of forest 
trails and many magnificent rock 
formations, Southern Illinois is very 
attractive to many. 

Attracting travelers to Southern 
Illinois will boost the area’s 
economy, and that benefits all of us. 
P.R.I.D.E., Inc., is trying to do just 
that and, while only three of South¬ 
eastern’s counties are in P.R.I.D.E.s 
area, SEIEC is still a member of the 
organization, and a believer in what 
it’s trying to accomplish. This arti¬ 
cle, adapted from a story written by 
Carol Duty for Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative’s JAMUP, 
outlines what the organization is, 
what it’s trying to accomplish and 
how it’s going about it. P.R.I.D.E., 
headquartered in the Shawnee Con¬ 
vention and Tourism Bureau, Ullin, 
Illinois, is unifying the efforts of 
area residents and businesses in 
order for Southern Illinois to “bag 
our limit” of the tourism dollar. 

P.R.I.D.E. is conducting an aware¬ 
ness campaign. The organization 
wants people to know where we are 
and what we have to offer. It’s a big 
job but it is everybody’s job. You 
can share your part of the burden 
by investing in P.R.I.D.E. Member¬ 

Tom Lenz, SEIEC Industrial and Community Development Represen¬ 
tative, reviews a P.R.I.D.E. ad in a travel publication with Betsy Modglin, 
director of Shawnee Convention and Tourism Bureau and director of 
P.R.I.D.E. 

ships in P.R.I.D.E., Inc., cost $100. 
As a member you are listed in the 
P.R.I.D.E. directory. Inquirers who 
telephone are given your name and 
visitors are referred to your place of 
business. Your business is identified 
by a special marker. 

The very initials tell the story... 
Promoting Recreation and Indus¬ 

trial Development for the Economy. 
In order to promote something you 
have to have information at your 
fingertips. In a coordinated effort 
between Shawnee Development 
Council and the Convention and 
Tourism Bureau, a comprehensive 
inventory of the seven counties has 
been compiled and put on com- 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/November 1989 12a 



puter. This data base provides a 
listing of hotels, motels, restaurants, 
service facilities, national parks and 
reserves, guide services, and many 
other local attributes. 

Interested people are making use 
of the toll free number—1-800-C-IT- 
HERE—and their questions range 
from antiques to turkey kill. They 
are reading about the area in pam¬ 
phlets and brochures which have 
been strategically displayed in 
businesses, trade shows, and at con¬ 
ventions. Direct mail campaigns 
have been conducted to many 
potential customers. A great deal of 
the curiosity that has been created 
and the marketing that has been 
accomplished is due to the dedi¬ 
cated and tireless efforts of Betsy 
Modglin, Director of Shawnee Con¬ 
vention and Tourism Bureau and 
Director of P.R.I.D.E. 

A local girl, Betsy graduated from 
Southeast Missouri State University 
with a B.S. in Education. After 
several years in education she 
directed her energies toward a 
degree in economic development 
with emphasis in promotion and 
marketing. At the present she is 
studying to become a certified 
tourism professional. 

We asked Betsy about P.R.I.D.E. 
and what makes it unique. 

Q: Where did the idea originate 
to form P.R.I.D.E.? 

A: It has been four years since 
Shawnee Development Council 
and Shawnee Community College 
joined forces to forge economic 
development plans. Attracting 
tourism was established as the 
number one priority at that time. 
The first application to the Illinois 
Office of Tourism and the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and 
Community Affairs for funding was 
rejected. Determination paid off 
when the council reapplied and 

a $50,000 matching grant was 
awarded. The Shawnee Convention 
and Tourism Bureau was officially 
established. 

Q: Was it a spin-off of another 
group? 

A: P.R.I.D.E. is an incubator 
organization of Shawnee Develop¬ 
ment Council created to involve the 
private sector in the tourism project 
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and give them some input. As soon 
as P.R.I.D.E. becomes self-sufficient 
it will be the designated convention 
and tourism bureau for the area. 

Q: How is P.R.I.D.E. different 
from other agencies and what can 
it accomplish that others could not? 

A: This organization provides a 
public and private parmership. The 
primary difficulty in getting things 
accomplished has been that both 
sectors did not speak with a unified 
voice. 

Q: Where does the money come 
from to support the organization? 

A: In addition to the grant money 
from the State of Illinois, a match¬ 
ing amount has to come from local 
funding. The salary of the director 
is paid by Shawnee Development 
Council and that goes a long way 
toward matching funds. Space 
for P.R.I.D.E. headquarters at 
Cheekwood Inn is donated by the 
Cheek family. 

Q: What kind of governors con¬ 
trol the activities? 

A: There are 15 member-directors 
on the board. Two are elected from 
each of the seven counties and one 
director is elected at large. 

Q: What kind of expertise are you 
drawing on from your present 
board? 

A: The directors are area resi¬ 
dents and business people from the 
private sector and have invaluable 
input in the direction of P.R.I.D.E. 
They make recommendations and 
share marketing expertise. Many 
self-help ideas develop at the 
monthly meetings as we study 
how to utilize the assets of our 
communities. 

Q: What have you accomplished? 

A: Getting the counties to talk to 
each other and realize they are not 
competing. The local business peo¬ 

ple need to know what their neigh¬ 
bors across the county line have to 
offer. They need to know this part 
of Illinois so well that they can 
direct a visitor to exactly what they 
desire, whether it’s antiques, cat¬ 
fish dinners or a secluded rock 
formation. 

Q: What do you hope to accom¬ 
plish and what tactics will be used 
to get the job done? 

A: Current projects are: 

Illinois’ hidden treasure bro¬ 
chure—A seven-county promo¬ 
tional brochure entitled “Dis¬ 
cover Illinois’ Hidden Treasure— 
Southernmost Illinois” is profes¬ 
sionally designed and printed each 
year. Anywhere from 25,000 to 
50.000 copies are now being 
printed yearly, based upon the 
funds available. These brochures 
have been distributed in 50 states 
throughout the U.S., Canada, 
Poland, Denmark, Iran, Belgium, 
Spain, and Germany. Last fiscal 
year, P.R.I.D.E. received over 20,000 
individual requests for this bro¬ 
chure—in other words, over 20,000 
people called, wrote, or responded 
to ads in which they requested a 
vacation packet on Southernmost 
Illinois in order to plan future trips 
here. In addition, this brochure is 
distributed at Illinois Welcome 
Centers, the Illinois Office of 
Tourism, Illinois Convention and 
Tourism Bureaus, Illinois Regional 
Tourism Councils, and Travel and 
Trade Shows throughout the U.S. 
In order to continue to promote 
Southernmost Illinois, at least 
100.000 copies per year of the 
brochure will be printed. Your 
P.R.I.D.E. dollars help to ensure that 
these promotions can continue to 
grow and thus will continue to 
increase the tourism trade in 
Southernmost Illinois. 

Postcard project—150,000 post¬ 
cards depicting scenes of Southern¬ 
most Illinois were recently printed 
for promotion of the area. These 
postcards contain three attractions 
in each of the seven southernmost 
counties of Illinois, consequently, a 
total of 21 scenes were printed. 
Your P.R.I.D.E. dollars gave the 
organization the working capital 

needed to publish these cards. The 
cards are now being used as a fund¬ 
raiser for P.R.I.D.E., Inc. This post¬ 
card project should net P.R.I.D.E. 
approximately $15,000 to be used 
for other promotional/development 
projects in the area. Of course, the 
cards will also help “get the word 
out” on Southernmost Illinois. 

Promotional video on Southern¬ 
most Illinois—P.R.I.D.E., Inc. has 
provided the vehicle for having a 
professionally developed video on 
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Southernmost Illinois produced. 
This video is being done through 
one of our outstanding members— 
Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive in Dongola. The electric co-op 
is working cooperatively with the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in order to make this 
video possible. Although not yet 
completed, the video will be an 
excellent marketing tool in early 
spring, this video will be utilized 
to attract additional travelers to 
the area, to package the area to 
bus groups, and to lure recrea¬ 
tional developers to Southernmost 
Illinois. It will run continuously at 
the Welcome Centers during the 
peak travel seasons. 

Toll-free telephone number— 
The P.R.I.D.E. office has a toll-free 
telephone number from anywhere 
in the united States. That number 
is 1-800-C-IT-HERE (1-800-248- 
4373). The P.R.I.D.E. office is 
presently receiving an average of 45 
calls per month on the toll-free line. 

Developers’ project—Over 460 
recreational developers of golf 
courses, theme parks, hotels/motels, 
restaurants, hunting clubs, and 
other recreational facilities were 
contacted in an effort to lure them 
to discuss investment opportunities 
in the area. Only one direct mail 
campaign has been completed. 
From that one campaign, 16 de¬ 
velopers expressed an interest in 
the area. Of those 16, 9 of those 
developers wanted to visit the area 
to discuss investment opportunities. 
A spring familiarization tour is 
being planned for this purpose. 
P.R.I.D.E. dollars will assist in 
carrying out this activity. 

Advertisements in high- 
circulation travel publications— 
Advertisements on Southernmost 
Illinois have been placed in a 
variety of travel publications. Some 
of those publications include 
Illinois Travel Pages, Tour Illinois, 
Ozark Hunting and Fishingjournal, 

Adventures Travel Newspaper, 
Southern Illinois Outdoors, 
Southern Illinois Recreation and 
travel Guide, Labor News, and 
many others. Some of these single 
advertisements resulted in as many 
as 7,000 responses. 

Entertaining travel writers— 
Over 35 travel writers visited the 
Southernmost counties this past 
spring. P.R.I.D.E., Inc., in coopera¬ 
tion with the Illinois Department of 
Conservation, entertained these 
writers for four days while showing 
them the attractions of Southern¬ 
most Illinois. Approximately 25 
articles were written for publica¬ 
tions throughout the U.S. as a result 
of this effort. We continue to enter¬ 
tain these writers on a regular basis 
individually as well as in groups. 

Guides to adventure—P.R.I.D.E., 
Inc. is the lead agency in a coopera¬ 
tive program funded through the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services in Washington, D.C. 
Twenty-five people throughout the 
seven counties were trained to 
become hunting guides, fishing 
guides, outdoor adventure guides, 
and tour guides. In addition, several 
artists and craftsmen will be trained 
to market their products. $196,000 
has been awarded to Shawnee 
Development Council to carry 
out this project. P.R.I.D.E., Inc. 
will market the skills of these 
individuals once the training is 
completed. 

Representation at ABA and 
NTA—P.R.I.D.E., Inc. is repre¬ 
senting the seven southernmost 
counties at the American Bus 
Association Marketplace and the 
National Tourism Association 
Exchange. This means that we 
schedule appointments with tour 
operators from across the U.S. and 
Canada in an effort to encourage 
them to bring their bus groups to 
Southernmost Illinois. We are 
presently designing a variety of 
“packages” for these bus groups. 
These will be presented at the next 
Marketplace and Exchange. 

Travel and trade shows— 
P.R.I.D.E., Inc. will attend approxi¬ 
mately 10 travel and sports shows 
this year. Information on this area 
will be distributed at each of these 
shows. Participation in these shows 
cost about $750 per booth as well as 
approximately $500 to $1,000 for 
lodging. 

Sales/Marketing Division— 
P.R.I.D.E., Inc. now has a Sales/ 
Marketing Division which assists 

artists and craftsmen in marketing 
their products. This includes 
designing promotional sales mate¬ 
rial on the products as well as taking 
orders at professional trade shows. 

Signage project—P.R.I.D.E. 
recently completed a study which 
indicated where directional signs 
for attractions throughout the 
southernmost region needed to be 
placed. This study will be presented 
to the Illinois Department of Trans¬ 
portation in order to get these signs 
erected. 

Participation in the state adver¬ 
tising campaign—P.R.I.D.E., Inc. 
participates with the Illinois Office 

of Tourism in getting state adver¬ 
tising produced on this area. Some 
of our efforts have resulted in a 
Southern Illinois ad in Midwest 
Living, Time Magazine, and Better 
Homes and Gardens. 

Horseshoe Lake brochure— 
P.R.I.D.E., Inc. had developed a pro¬ 
motional brochure for Horseshoe 
Lake this year through the Illinois 
Office of Tourism Matching Grant 
program. Dollars were awarded to 
P.R.I.D.E. to do a Massac County 
brochure as well; however, local 
funding was not available to fulfill 
the requirements of the grant. A 
new application can be submitted 
through P.R.I.D.E. for Massac 
County whenever local funds 
become available. 

Others—Family tours, special 
events promotion, tourism news¬ 
paper, packaging of tours and 
hunting/fishing promotions. 

Q: What can John Doe do to help? 
A: There is power in numbers. 

The more people involved the more 
success oriented the project will be. 
The rest of the state is impressed 
with the fact that in this 7-county 

area, the Southern Five Regional 
Planning Commission, Shawnee 
Community College, Shawnee 
Development Council, P.R.I.D.E. 
and Shawnee Convention and 
Tourism Bureau are combining 
their efforts to get help for 
Southernmost Illinois. Cooperation 
is also being organized between 
convention and tourism bureaus in 
Jackson, Williamson and Jefferson 
counties. This kind of “pulling 
together” gets things accomplished. 
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Let us be thankful 
THANKSGIVING is no longer just a tradition. It is a 

heritage from our forefathers who converted a wilder¬ 
ness and founded a nation of free men, under God, with 
liberty and justice for all. 

In the present times when there is so much turmoil 
and needless dissention, it is appropriate that we care¬ 
fully count our blessings and rededicate ourselves to the 
principles on which our country was founded. 

We are thankful for those determined people who, 
some 50 years ago, had the vision and persistence to 
organize electric cooperatives. And we are thankful for 
our members who care about this cooperative system 
and are responsive to its needs for change . . . those who 
are interested and concerned about our progress. 

These things and many, many others are cause for 
giving thanks. 

Happy Thanksgiving everyone 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the "OFF" position, 
check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears all right, retrip the breaker to the "ON" 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 
and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611. This number 
is monitored around the clock to accept your emergen¬ 
cy/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 
location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 
information requested. 
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Southern Illinoisans are 'real' 
Christmas tree promoters 

For centuries people have 
decorated trees to celebrate the 
Christmas holidays, and Stephanie 
Brown is one of many people in 
Illinois who wants to keep it that 
way. And when she says “tree,” she 
means just that. 

She is executive director of the 
Illinois Christmas Tree Growers’ 
Association (ICTGA), and a firm 
believer in not just a real tree, but 
the custom of the family outing to 
choose, cut an decorate it. 

“I was raised in Pope County,” 
she says, “and I have fond memories 
of bundling up and going out to my 
grandparents’ farm, where we went 
out and got our tree. It was a family 
outing I’ll always remember, and I 

believe it’s still a custom that we 
should keep alive.” 

And she practices what she 
preaches. “My husband, Bill, and I 
have gone out every Christmas 
season since we were married—four 
years ago—and we’ve trekked out to 
a nearby ‘choose and cut’ farm to 
get our tree. We have a 20-month 
old daughter, Meghan Adeline, and 
we took her out this year and tried 
to make it a memorable occasion 
for her.” 

Stephanie studied forest science 
at the University of Illinois, and is 
working toward a masters degree in 
forestry resource education. Her 
Christmas tree work is part time, 
and she fills the rest of her hours 

serving as forester and director of 
the Illinois Forest Resource Center, 
which is next door to the Dixon 
Springs Agricultural Center, in 
Pope County. 

“My office is in an old faculty 
house,” she says, “and we’ve done 
it over—using local forest products. 
It’s panelled in wormy red maple, 
and I think it looks nice. The 
maple would have been useless 
if it couldn’t have been used for 
paneling, so we think we’re making 
the best possible use of it, in kind 
of a creative way. We hope to do 
more of that with Southern Illinois 
resources.” 

The logs, she says, came out of the 
ag center’s timber stands and as 

Joyce Ashby tags a Christmas tree. Stephanie Brown takes a phone call. 
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Lee Ashby checks the condition of one of the many trees at Pine Meadows Christmas Tree Farm. There are 
30 acres of trees at the 20-year-old farm. 

much of the work as possible was 
done on it there. 

At any rate, she spends 75-80 per¬ 
cent of her time as a forester and 
director, and 20-25 percent as 
executive director of the Christmas 
tree growers’ organization. “They’re 
both headquartered in the same 
place,” she says, “and the different 
phones are about three feet apart. 
Sometimes I’m talking on both of 
them at once.” 

While the university gets most of 
her time, the tree people get their 
fair share of dedication and en¬ 
thusiasm, and she’s quick to direct 
Christmas tree seekers to the 
nearest farm. In fact, she has a 
listing of ICTGA members on hand, 
and when people call, she directs 
them to the nearest member farm. 

The nearest farm to her place is 
the one where she and Bill have 
been buying their trees, and she’s 

well-known there. 
They go to the Pine Meadows 

Christmas Tree Farm, which is 
owned by Joyce and Lee Ashby, who 
are retired school teachers from 

Gillespie. Lee is also a retired 

military man, having been a 
bomber pilot during World War II 
and active in Air Force reserves for 
many years. 

“We bought property here in 
1966,” Joyce says, “and we started 
planting trees in 1967. We were still 
teaching then, and we came down 
here on weekends and vacations to 
take care of the trees.” 

Lee shares Stephanie’s enthu¬ 
siasm for forest management, and 
has planted many trees, aside from 
those intended to grace living 
rooms during the holiday season. 
He has also set up a series of hiking 
trails, with poetic quotations from 
the likes of Thoreau and Goethe 
extolling the virtues of trees and 
natural surroundings. “I guess 
counting the Christmas trees and 
all,” he says, “we’ve planted nearly 
a quarter of a million trees around 
here in the last 20 or so years.” 

Like many Christmas tree opera¬ 
tions, Pine Meadows is also a source 
of wreaths, holly and other yuletide 

supplies. Their 30-acre plantation is 
near Golconda. 

“There are many good reasons 

to buy real Christmas trees,” 
Stephanie says, “and one is simply 
that they’re a real, natural product, 
and they’re renewable. They have a 
nice fragrance that cannot be dupli¬ 
cated artificially, and planting trees 
helps minimize the greenhouse 
effect. 

“Interestingly,” she continues, 
“the fake tree manufacturers are 
having trouble making up their 
minds. For years, they tried making 
their trees look ‘perfect,’ which 
is unnatural, but it’s what they 
thought the buyers wanted. It 
turned out that people wanted trees 
that looked real, more than they 
wanted them to look perfect, so 
now the imitation tree people are 
trying to figure out just how much 

‘naturalness’ they should try to 
build into their trees. 

“We’d like to convince people 
that the best way to get a natural¬ 
looking tree is to buy a natural 
tree—and to revive the old custom 
of making the tree-buying outing a 

memorable part of the Christmas 
season.” 
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SEIEC to refund 
capital credits 
before Christmas 

Capital credits refund checks 
will be issued before Christmas. 
Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative will issue 14,712 
capital credits checks to current and 
former members who received ser¬ 

vice in the years 1959-61. This 
refund is about $279,000. 

SEIEC bylaws provide for refund 
of capital credits on a first in-first 
out basis to patrons who received 
service in previous years. This 

returns a portion of the equity pro¬ 
vided by members in previous years 
and replaces it with equity provided 
by current members. 

Caring for your 
real Christmas tree 

A Christmas tree is like a bouquet of fresh flowers. It needs water. 
Follow these simple steps to keep your real tree fresh, fragrant and 
safe throughout the holiday season: 

1. Trees are thirsty! To allow your tree to “drink” in the water it 
needs, make a cut across the trunk about a quarter-inch from the 
end. If you don’t have a saw, have your retailer or choose and 
cut operator make the cut and then be sure to keep the tree in 
water. 

2. Put your tree in a water-bearing stand and make sure to keep water 
in the stand. A real tree may use between two pints and a gallon 
of water a day! If the stand does get dry, a new seal will form at 
the end of the trunk. A real Christmas tree with high moisture 
content is about as flammable as a damp leaf. 

3. If you buy your tree several days before it will be set up and 
decorated, store the tree in a cool, sheltered place like a garage, 
porch or patio. 

4. Locate your tree away from heat sources: fireplaces, radiators, 
space heaters, TV sets. 

5. Check over all electrical lights, cords and connections before you 
decorate the tree. Don’t overload electrical circuits. Do not use 
lights with worn or frayed cords. Never use lighted candles or com¬ 
bustible decorations of any kind! 

Then breathe in the fresh forest fragrance, decorate and enjoy your 
real Christmas tree. 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your service 
entrance panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main breaker just 
beneath the meter. If the breaker is in the "OFF" position, 
check all wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. 
If the wiring appears all right retrip the breaker to the "ON" 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please 
phone 618-273-2611 from Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call 
the home of your area serviceman listed on the map at left 
and report power failures and emergencies only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number does not 
answer or is busy, please call 618-273-2611. This number 
is monitored around the clock to accept your emergen¬ 
cy/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the name and 
location number as listed on your billing envelope and other 
information requested. 
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