
Donald R. Riser of rural Manito will complete 15 
years of service with your Cooperative January 28. Don 
is the area serviceman serving the Manito area. 

Water heaters, whether gas or electric, are a very 
large consumer of energy. Because of this, many 
members try to reduce this consumption by using less 
hot water, adding insulation blankets, installing con¬ 
trol devices, etc. But there is one thing that is often 
forgotten and that is to check the setting of the heating 
elements. In most cases, water heaters are set at the fac¬ 
tory at 140 degrees Fahrenheit. This temperature is 
very rarely, if ever, needed, and in some cases when 
small children are involved, can be dangerous. So, it 
may be a good idea to add the heating elements to your 
list of things to check. 

Now is a good time to check or replace the filter in 
your forced-air furnace. Remembering to check and 
change your filter regularly will help your furnace run 
more efficiently which means paying less to heat your 
home. 

If you have an electric water heater we can save you 
money, up to $12 a month! Just contact your 
Cooperative and ask to have a load management device 
installed on your water heater. Then sit back and en¬ 
joy the savings. 

1. Know where the main breaker is in your home 
and make sure this area is clear of debris. 

2. Don’t oversize fuses. 
3. Don’t touch bare wires. 
4. Stay away from lines that have fallen from a pole, 

they may still be energized. 
5. Never climb electric poles. 
6. Fly kites or model airplanes in open areas. 
7. Never disconnect an electric cord by pulling on 

the wire—always use the plug. 
8. Don’t hang extension cords over nails, hooks or 

conceal them under rugs. 
9. When using extension cords, make sure they have 

the proper size wire. 
10. Never leave any electric heating appliance turned 

on when it’s not in use. 
11. Don’t touch electric fixtures or equipment when 

you are wet or standing in water. 

WARNING: 
IF YOU THINK j Q THE POWER 

IS OFF 
WHEN THE SWITCH 

IS OFF 
YOU'RE WRONG. ^ 

( 

AUWAYS UNPLUG SMALL APPLIANCES. 

Watch for your meter readers on these dates 
Many Menard members try to assist meter readers 

by making the meter more accessible during the 
scheduled meter reading dates each month. However, 
before members can make the necessary adjustments, 

they must first know what those dates are. Below are 

calendars showing the January, February, and March 
meter reading dates for 1989. Any assistance you can 
give to the meter reader would certainly be 
appreciated. 

JANUARY 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 <38 19 20)21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31 

FEBRUARY 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

12 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16Cl7 18 
19 2^)21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 

MARCH 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

12 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17(J8 
19 20 21)22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31 
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<z SD Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its regular meeting Thursday, December 22, 1988. 
The meeting was called to order at 1 p.m. by president 
Morris L. Bell. Directors present in addition to Bell 
were Edward L. Allspach, Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. 
Cline, Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. Martin, Meredith L. 
Worner, and Warren D. Goetsch. Also present were 
manager Dorland W. Smith, staff members Gerald 
Hedberg and Earl Pillsbury, and attorneys Charles K. 
Smith and HJ. Tice. 

The agenda for the meeting was approved, and the 
minutes of the November 28, 1988, board meeting were 
approved as presented to the board. 

Manager Smith presented the manager’s report for 
November 1988. He noted that kilowatt-hour sales were 
approximately one million less than budgeted and that 
negative margins for November were $102,000. Year- 
to-date margins were $269,000 over budget and line 
loss year-to-date was 9.4 percent. He also pointed out 
the delinquent accounts were $37,000 less than the 
preceding year. He provided a review of the balance 
sheet analysis along with REA Form 7, and after ques¬ 
tions, the report of the manager was approved. 

Attorney Tice reviewed the proposed modification 
of the service area agreement with Illinois Power Com¬ 
pany. He also reviewed the FRIER litigation and 
reported that the Kruger vs Menard Electric case before 
the Illinois Commerce Commission had been resolved. 
Tice also pointed out his response to the potential en¬ 
croachment of the municipal electric system of River¬ 
ton into the Cooperative service area. 

Attorney Smith reviewed the Cole Energy vs Menard 
Electric suit as well as another item of potential 
litigation. 

The 1989 budget was presented to the board for con¬ 

sideration. After discussion, the 1989 budget was 
approved. 

Director Allspach reported for the Building Commit¬ 
tee with reference to potential acquisition of property 
adjoining the Cooperative facilities. 

Upon presentation of the recommended adjustments 
to the inventory, approval was given by the board. 

A policy dealing with “surplus funds” was presented 
to the board for first reading. Further consideration 
will be given at the January board meeting. 

President Bell reviewed the activities of the AIEC 
board of directors, and indicated the need for more 
cooperative members to apply for Department of 
Energy and Natural Resources grants. 

Director Carls reported on the recent WIPCO board 
meeting and indicated WIPCO/Soyland would be 
building a new substation in the Sherman area. 

A list of uncollectible accounts was presented to the 
board for writeoff, and approval was granted. In addi¬ 
tion, agreements for electric service for four new ac¬ 
counts were approved. The inventory of work orders 
for November and the approval of payment of bills was 
approved by the board. 

A list of membership applications was presented and 
accepted by the board of directors, along with the ap¬ 
proval of the director’s special occasion vouchers. 

The Cooperative’s annual meeting was scheduled to 
be held June 10, 1989, and the Annual Meeting Com¬ 
mittee was requested to provide a monthly report as 
to the progress of the same. President Bell appointed 
a Labor Committee consisting of directors Brauer, 
Cline and Worner with director Martin as the alternate. 

There being no further business to come before the 
board, the meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 

Water Heater Program back in 1989 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors has 

agreed to continue the Electric Water Heater Program 
for 1989. Many of our members have already taken ad¬ 
vantage of this program and others are pleased to know 
that they will have the opportunity this year. 

If you are not familiar with the program, this is how 
it works: Any member who either replaces an existing 
water heater that has become faulty or replaces a fossil 
fuel water heater with an electric model will receive 
a one time payment from the Cooperative of $150. The 
water heater must have a minimum storage capacity 

of 40 gallons in order to qualify for the program and 
must meet the ASHRAE 90 standards. 

Before the member can receive the $150 rebate, the 
member must first provide the Cooperative with the 
proper sales information and/or sales receipt from the 
dealer. The receipt should contain the size,type, brand, 
model number and number of heating elements. A 

Cooperative employee will then be sent to visually 
verify the installation and the fact that the heater meets 
ASHRAE 90 standards. 

If you have any questions about this program or have 
recently installed a new electric water heater, contact 
the Member Services Department at your Cooperative. 
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Rural Home Energy Program grants continue 
The Rural Home Energy Program (RHEP) is almost 

half completed. Approximately 20 members have 
already received approval from the Illinois Department 
of Energy and Natural Resources under this program. 
However, there is still a lot of time and money available. 

As you may remember, the RHEP is a program 
through which rural electric members who qualify are 
able to receive a grant up to $1,500 for home 
weatherization improvements. Below are the income 
requirements for the program and the amount of sub¬ 
sidy you would be entitled to receive. 

This is the second year for this program, and the list 
of projects eligible has changed somewhat. The pro¬ 
jects eligible include: 

• Insulation in walls, ceilings, attics, foundation 
crawlspaces, floor, basement walls, etc. 

• New energy efficient water heaters 
• Water heater jackets 
• Air conditioners with SEER of 10 or greater are 

eligible only for medical reasons 
• Water and ground source heat pump with SEER 

9.0 or greater (maximum grant is $1,000) 
• Furnace with an AFU rating of 90 or greater 
• Storm doors and thermal doors ($150 per 

entrance) 
• Storm windows and thermal replacement windows 

(only $150 per opening) 
• Caulking and weatherstripping 
All projects must demonstrate a 10-year or less 

payback to the member in energy savings. 
If you are interested or have any questions, please 

contact Kevin Reiser at the Menard Electric office. 

100% Grant Up to $1,500 50% Grant Up to $1,000 

Family Size Family Income Family Size Family Income 

1 less than $16,956 1 $16,956-25,433 

2 less that $19,372 2 $19,372-29,058 

3 less than $21,794 3 $21,794-32,692 

4 less than $24,222 4 $24,222-36,333 

5 less than $25,739 5 $25,739-38,608 

6 less than $27,250 6 $27,250-40,875 

Electric Heat Rebate on for 1989 
Your board of directors has approved the continu¬ 

ance of the Electric Heat Rebate Program. This is a pro¬ 
gram that we at Menard Electric are extremely pleased 
with, as are many of our members. 

With this program, members of Menard Electric 
simply receive a rebate for installing one of the two 
most-efficient heating and cooling systems on the 
market. This means that you can now pay less on 
heating and cooling bill because of higher efficiencies, 
as well as paying less to have them installed. 

The two systems that we are talking about are the 
air-to-air heat pumps and the ground source heat 
pumps. In order to qualify, you must install an air-to- 

air heat pump that has an SEER of 9.0 or greater. If 
this requirement is met, the member will receive $250 
per cooling ton. 

In the case of a closed-loop heat pump, a member 
will receive $333 per cooling ton, providing that the 
heat pump also has an SEER of 9.0 or greater. 

Remember that in most cases both of these systems 

provide the member with a five- to seven-year return 
on investment, and with Menard Electric’s rebates this 
return may be achieved in as little as three years. 

If you have any questions concerning this rebate or 
would like to find out more about these systems, please 
contact your Cooperative office. 
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Meet your employees 

Orene Lynn 
Orene Lynn is the assistant 

data processing operator for 
Menard Electric Cooperative and 
works in the Cooperative office 
in Petersburg. Orene started 
working for your Cooperative on 
February 1, 1968, and through 
the years has proven to be a 
valuable asset in our day-to-day 
operations. 

Orene and her husband, 
Gerald, live in Tallula. She has 
two children, Patty and Jim, and 
two stepchildren, Lola and Barry. 
She is also a proud grandmother 
of four. 

During her time off, Orene en¬ 
joys cross stitch and crochet, and 
spending time with her husband 
on camping trips. 

Lynn 

David K. Atterberry 
David K. Atterberry is an area 

serviceman for your Cooperative 
serving the Sherman-Buffalo- 
Niantic area. Dave has been an 
employee of Menard Electric 
since July 24, 1950, and does a 
super job in keeping the electrici¬ 
ty flowing. 

Dave and his wife, Audrey, 

reside in Buffalo. They have two 
children, Sherri and Michael, 
and three grandchildren. 

Dave enjoys the outdoors so it 
is no wonder he lists fishing and 
hunting as things to do during 
his spare time. He also enjoys 
playing cards and it is our 
understanding that he is quite a 
player. 

Empty house, but electric usage still high 
One of the most confusing situations to member- 

owners occurs when, after being away from home a 
week or two, they return to find the electric usage hasn’t 
changed much at all. The fact is: An empty house can 
consume just as much energy as a full one. 

An empty house kept at 55 degrees won’t use much 
less energy for heating than an occupied house kept 
at 68 degrees. Clothes drying, cooking, baths, even body 
heat, all contribute heat energy. An empty house 

doesn’t have these heating agents to help maintain the 
55-degree setting. 

It’s even possible for electric usage to increase above 
normal patterns when a member leaves. For example, 
if a member stays home during a month with mild 
weather, his electric bill may be in the normal range. 
If the next month he leaves and the temperature drops, 
he could be in for a shock when he returns. 

HEADS UP 

Tractor loader Trimming trees CB antennas 

POWER LINES 
ARE HOT 

Folding cultivators 
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^Menard Electric News 
MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 217-632-7746 PETERSBURG, ILLINOIS 62675 

Co-op Comments 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s 1989 annual meeting 
is scheduled for June 10 at the PORTA High School 
in Petersburg. Why not mark your calendar now and 
plan to attend this important Cooperative meeting? 

Menard County Home Economics Extension Coun¬ 
cil is planning a Health Fair March 31. This fair will 
be held at the Petersburg Senior Citizen Center from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

An air-to-air heat pump is something you may want 

to consider if you are thinking of installing a new air 
conditioner. For just a few dollars more you will get 
a high-efficiency system that not only lowers your cost 
of cooling, but also lowers your cost of heating as well. 
In addition to this, your Cooperative will pay $250 per 
cooling ton to a member who installs an air-to-air heat 
pump with an EER of 9.0 or greater. This rebate, in 
many cases, makes the air-to-air heat pump less expen¬ 
sive to buy than a standard central air conditioning 
unit. 

The Rural Home Energy Grant Program is still 
available to Menard members who qualify. If you are 
interested, please call your Cooperative at your earliest 
convenience. 

In Memoriam 
Mrs. Ray Logan of Virginia passed away on January 

10, 1989. Funeral services were held on Thursday, 
January 12, 1989, in Virginia. Hazel was the widow of 
Ray E. Logan who was employed by Menard Electric 

Cooperative for over 25 years. Ray retired December 
31, 1965, and passed away on August 29, 1966. He was 
a lineman for your Cooperative. 

Our sympathies are extended to their son, Robert 
Logan of Marion, and other members of the family and 
friends of the Logans. 

Life support^ 
system registry 

Menard Electric Cooperative strives to maintain the 
best possible service with a minimum of outages, 
however, occasional outages, either planned or 
unplanned, do occur. 

Your Cooperative needs to know the names and loca¬ 
tion of Cooperative members who depend on life sup¬ 
port equipment. We keep a registry of members on life 
support and it is imperative that this information be 
current and accurate. In the event of a power outage, 
we will make every effort to give priority to restore 
service to the members on this registry. 

If you or a member of your family depend on life 
support equipment, please complete the following 
information and return it to your Cooperative. 

Name   

Address   

Telephone No.   

Account No.   

Type of Support Equipment 

Day of Use   

Times of Use   

Do you have a stand-by generator?  yes 

 no 
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Board meeting report <z ED 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 
held its regular meeting Monday, January 23, 1989. The 
meeting was called to order at 1 p.m. by president 
Morris L. Bell. Directors present in addition to Bell 
were Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. Cline, Robert I. 
Brauer, Gary L. Martin, Meredith L. Worner, Warren 
D. Goetsch and James G. Graff. Also present were 
manager Dorland W. Smith, staff members Gerald 
Hedberg and Earl L. Pillsbury, and attorney Charles 
K. Smith. 

The agenda for the meeting was approved, and the 
minutes of the December 22, 1988, board meeting were 
approved as presented to the board. 

Manager Smith presented the manager’s report for 
December 1988. He pointed out that the average 
outage hours per consumer in 1988 was 3.75 hours. 
This was over a 17 percent improvement from the year 
1987. Smith also pointed out that over 45 percent of 
the total outage hours were due to power supplier 
outages rather than outages which were common only 
to Menard Electric members. The power supply outages 
were due to faults on CIPS transmission lines as well 
as WIPCO transmission lines. He also pointed out that 
kilowatt-hour sales for December equated to the 
budgeted figures and that total kilowatt-hour sales for 
the year was approximately 10 percent greater than 
kilowatt-hours sold during 1987. Smith also pointed out 
that the TIER for 1988 was 2.44 in comparison with 
a negative TIER in 1987. He provided a review of the 
balance sheet analysis, REA Form 7, and several charts 
and graphs which follow along with the manager’s 
report. After responding to the questions of the board, 
the report of the manager was approved. 

“Investment of Surplus Funds” proposed policy was 
presented to the board for its final reading, and the 

Does your heat 
go up the chimney? 

A crackling fire is cozy and romantic, but your wood- 
burning fireplace is also a heat robber. It often sends 
more heat up the chimney than into the house. 

To keep all the warm air from escaping, try these 
suggestions: 

• Keep the damper closed when the fireplace is not 
in use. 

• Lower the thermostat a few degrees when a fire 

is burning. 
• Install a glass door or screen in front of the 

fireplace to allow heat to radiate into the room without 
losing your warm air. 

• Use the fireplace in mild weather rather than 
during very cold weather so there will be less chimney 
drafts and less heat loss. 

Use your fireplace for warmth and pleasure this 
winter — not for sending your dollars up in smoke. 
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policy was unanimously adopted. 
Attorney Smith reviewed the litigation status with 

Cole Energy vs. Menard Electric and indicated this 
might well be a moot case. Manager Smith reported 
the current status of the Missouri Electric Works/EPA 
situation was basically the same as had been reported 
previously. Further reports will be made when the 
status of the same changes. 

The board considered adopting a rate for sup¬ 
plemental or backup power, with co-generation/small 
power producers, and the same was adopted by a 
unanimous vote. 

Director Goetsch reported for the Annual Meeting 
Committee and indicated plans were progressing for 
the 1989 annual meeting, which will be held Saturday, 
June 10. 

Director Carls reported on the AIEC activities and 
also on the recent WIPCO board meeting. He pointed 
out that the cost generally associated with fuel of the 
Clinton plant was approximately 5 mills less than from 
the most efficient coal plant in the Illinois Power grid. 
He also indicated that the Clinton plant was currently 
shut down for refueling and normal maintenance. 

The special services coordinator’s quarterly report 
was presented and accepted by the board. Also a list 
of uncollectible accounts was presented for write-off 
and the same was approved. 

The board approved agreements for electric service 
for five irrigation accounts and approved the Inven¬ 
tory of Work Orders for December 1988. 

The board also approved the bills for the month of 
December, along with membership applications, and 
the director’s special occasion vouchers. 

There being no further business to come before the 
board, the meeting adjourned at 4:20 p.m. 

Follow Instructions! 
Use appliances the way 

« -- thev are meant to be used, til ©■ Q / an<J keep them in good 
condition with regular__^^7 
cleaning and 
maintenance. I I 

Gatekeeper Program 
On January 9, Menard Electric Cooperative, in 

cooperation with the Illinois Department on Aging, 
started our own Gatekeeper Program. This program 
is designed to have Menard Electric employees act as 
the eyes and ears of the Illinois Department on Aging 
by directing them to senior citizens who may be in need 
of assistance. We, at Menard Electric, are very excited 
about this new program because it not only gives us 
the opportunity to help serve our senior citizens bet¬ 
ter, but our community as well. 

saving tip 
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Menard Electric Cooperative 
"Youth to Washington" 

Essay Contest 

Menard Electric Cooperative will sponsor two high school students on an all-expense-paid tour to 
Washington, D.C., scheduled for the week of June 16-23. 

An essay contest, (see rules below) wilf determine the two winners of the trip to Washington. 
The winning students from Menard Electric Cooperative’s area will join winners from other Cooperatives 

in Illinois for the bus trip, which will be under the supervision of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. 

11 be done by a panel of ju 
be questioned on their k: 

Contest 
enrolled In his 11th year (junior) and enrolled in a high 

ame area as Menard Electric Cooperative. (Members of the 
employee of Menard Electric Cooperative are not eligible.) 

1. Who May Enter: Any high 
school serving, or substantially 
immediate family of any board 

2. Subject of Essay: Contestants will submit an essay consisting qf at least 500 words, but not exceeding 
1,000 words, on the subject, “Electric Cooperatives and Their Value in Rural America.” Exact title may 
be of the student’s own choosi 

3. Form of Entry: Essays should be typed on 8 by 11-inch paper, double-spaced, one side only. Name 
of contestant must not be in text. 

4. Entry Mailing: Entry must be mailed to Menard Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 279, Petersburg, IL 
62675, no later than March 15, 1989. 

selected by Menard Electric Cooperative to review 
otion of the 10 best essays will be based on: Originality 

t. NOTE: 
Decisi 

5. Judging: (a) Not less than 
and select the 10 best essays for final judgi 
of Essay, Accuracy of Facts, Composition 
test, essays for boys and girls will 
judges. 

(b) The 10 finali 
scheduled for Apri 

(c) Finaljudgin 
will be interviewei 
program. jf 

(d) The decision of the judges will be final in all cases. 

est is shown in the con- 
rest is up to preliminary 

Day” in Springfield, 

final contestants 
ctrification 

(e) Final judging will be completed by May 4. 

If you would like to participate and would like further information, please complete the following and 
return it to your Cooperative. 

Name Address City/State 

Telephone No. Name of School Grade in School 
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Meet your employees 

Glenn D. Squires 
Glenn D. Squires is an area ser¬ 

viceman for your Cooperative, 
serving the Oakford-Petersburg- 
New Berlin areas. Glenn began 
working for your Cooperative 
July 15, 1951, as a tree trimmer 
and over the years has proven 
himself with every assignment. 

Glenn and his wife, Shirley, 
live near Tallula. They have one 
son, Gregory, and three 
grandchildren. 

Glenn lists fishing, hunting 
and camping as things to do 
during his time off. He also en¬ 
joys traveling and has seen parts 
of almost every state of our 
nation. 

Squires 

Phyllis A. McCoy 
Phyllis A. McCoy is the records 

clerk for your Cooperative. As 
records clerk she is responsible 
for the daily deposits, processing 
and dispatching all of the electric 
bills each month. Phyllis has 
been completing this painstaking 
monthly procedure flawlessly 
since November 4, 1968. 

Phyllis and her husband, 
Melford, live in rural Petersburg 

McCoy 

and are fellow member-owners of 
Menard Electric Cooperative. 
She has four children: Vickie, 
Doris, Michael and Laci. She is 
also the proud grandmother of 
eight. 

During her time off, Phyllis en¬ 
joys spending time with her hus¬ 
band on camping and fishing 
trips. She also enjoys baking and 
making candy, which we all 
agree, is quite delicious! 

Electric hot water 
heater rebate 

Members of Menard Electric Cooperative who are 
in need of a new water heater will find this rebate very 
interesting. The rebate is simply a $150 check given to 
any member who installs an electric water heater that 
has a 40-gallon capacity of storage or greater and meets 
ASHRAE 90 standards. 

If you have recently installed a new electric water 
heater, please complete the following information and 
return it to your Cooperative office. 
r_ | 
j Name  :  

Account No.   j 
I Telephone No.   I 
| | 

Make of Water Heater  

Storage Capacity Model No.  

What to do when power is off 
If your power goes off, please follow these guidelines 

to help your Cooperative achieve a fast and safe restora¬ 
tion of your electrical service: 
1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers. 

2. Check the meter pole. If you have a breaker on the 
pole, make sure that is is in the “on” position. 

3. If your service is still out, check with your neighbors 
to see if they have power. 

4. If the outage occurs between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., 
call the Menard Electric Cooperative office at 

217/632-7746. If the outage occurs between 4:30 p.m. 
and 8 a.m. or on holidays or weekends, please call 
217/632-2311. 

5. Please give the person who answers your call your 
name, account number and any other information 
you have obtained. 

Note: If your power is out for any reason other than 
a breaker being off, do not try to restore service 
yourself! 
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Menard Electric News 
MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 217-632-7746 PETERSBURG, ILLINOIS 62675 

Co-op Comments 
Fellow member receives 
Hall of Fame honors 

Wayne and Susan Jones of rural Petersburg will be 
celebrating their 20th wedding anniversary March 22. 
Wayne is the office manager for your Cooperative. 

With spring just around the corner, many of us will 
once again be able to enjoy our favorite outdoor ac¬ 
tivities. Whether these activities are sports oriented or 
just simply beautifying our home, remember to be 
careful when around or using electricity. 

If you have an electric water heater, we can save you 
money—up to $12 a month! Just contact your Cooper¬ 
ative and ask to have a load management device in¬ 
stalled. If you need a new water heater, why not buy 
an electric model that meets ASHRAE 90 standards and 
has a 40-gallon or larger storage capacity and let the 
Cooperative pay you $150. 

The Annual Meeting of Menard Electric Cooperative 
is scheduled for June 10 at the PORTA High School 
in Petersburg. Why not mark your calendar now and 
plan to attend this important Cooperative meeting. 
Your participation is very important and we hope each 
of you will attend and exercise your democratic right 
as a member of Menard Electric. 

George Brauer of rural Oakford has been named to 
the “Pork Industry Hall of Fame” by the National Pork 
Producers Council. George has been a pioneer in many 
pork production concepts and is a fellow member of 
Menard Electric Cooperative. 

Besides helping to organize the local and state pork 
association, which he has served as president in both, 
he has served in several leadership positions in the 
swine health field. 

George oversees The Brauer Pork Corporation, 
which includes facilities in Oakford, Geneseo, and 
Ainsworth, Iowa. Their total annual production is 
about 35,000 head of hogs. 

Congratulations George, on a job well done! 

Request for bids 
Your Cooperative is accepting sealed bids through 

April 5, 1989, on a 1984 Ford F-250 cab and chassis 
only, with 109,000 miles. The truck will be available for 
inspection at the Cooperative office from 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday through April 5. Bids 
received will be opened Thursday, April 6, 1989. 

Members of the Cooperative are invited to submit 
bids on the truck. The Cooperative reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids. 

LU 

Watch for your meter reader on these dates 
Many Menard members try to assist meter readers they must first know what those dates are. Below are 

by making the meter more accessible during the calendars showing the April, May, and June meter 
scheduled meter reading dates each month. However, reading dates. Any assistance you can give to the meter 
before members can make the necessary adjustments, reader would certainly be appreciated. 

APRIL 

S M I W T F S 

2 
9 

3 4 
10 11 

5 6 
12 13 

7 
14 

16 17 18 19 20 21 
23 24 25 26 27 28 
30 

1 
8 
15 
22 
29 

MAY JUNE 

s M I w T F S S M I w T F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
28 29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29 30 
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Dishwashers more efficient than washing by hand 
The old household myth that dishwashers use more 

water than washing dishes by hand is swirling down 
the drain. A recent Ohio State University study shows 
that automatic dishwashers use less water than does a 
person standing at the sink. 

This finding also has an effect on energy use, since 
the amount of electricity used by a dishwasher is di¬ 
rectly linked to the amount of water is uses. About 80 
percent of the energy used by the appliance heats the 
water. The remaining 20 percent operates the 
dishwasher. 

During the past decade and more, energy used by 
dishwashers has decreased by 36.2 percent because of 
efficient construction. With these improvements, less 
hot water is used. 
According to the Association of Home Appliance 
Manufacturers, the OSU study found that dishwashers 
averaged 9.9 gallons of water used, compared to 15.7 
gallons used washing by hand. 

In the hand-washing portion of the study. The water 
use average ranged from 5.6 gallons to 29 gallons— 
enough for a bath. 

None of the subjects used a running faucet to wash 
the dishes, but 84 percent did run the faucet for pre¬ 

rinsing and 76 percent did for the final rinse. 
Water-saving tips 

Cooperative members will find that using a dish¬ 
washer is one way to cut down on water use, which in 
turn cuts down on the amount of electricity used to 
heat the water. 

Dishwasher manufacturers offer these additional tips 
to reduce water use in the home. 

• Use as few utensils as possible when preparing 
and serving meals. 

• Eliminate unnecessary hand-rinsing of dishes. 
• Wash only full loads. If it takes a while before ac¬ 

cumulating a full load, use the “rinse and hold” cycle. 
• Use only the cycle and options needed, depending 

15.7 = Hand-washing 

*Based on an Ohio State U. dishwashing 
study of loads with eight place settings. 

on the degree of soiling. Some models have a “low 
energy” wash cycle (or “short wash”) consisting of one 
wash and two rinses. It uses the minimum amount of 
water for a complete wash for medium to lightly soiled 
dishes. 

• Avoid rewashing dishes by washing properly the 
first time. Load items correctly to prevent blocked 
detergent dispensers or spray arms. Use the correct 
amount of detergent to prevent spotting or filming 
cause by too little or too much soap. 

Standby generator needs double-throw switch 
A portable generator or alternator, used at home as 

an emergency power supply source, can be a wonderful 
device in times of power loss. 

However, even the most useful device can cause 
serious problem if not used correctly. 

One of the most common misconceptions about por¬ 
table generators is that they can be plugged directly 
into a house’s circuitry and be used to substitute for 
the loss of power during an outage. Plugging such a 
power source directly into your home’s circuits can 
cause serious electrical problems, including burned out 
and badly overloaded circuits, creating a fire hazard. 

Portable power units are designed and rated to han¬ 
dle specific power loads, which should be carefully 
adhered to at all times. Trying to operate an entire 
household circuit system on a portable unit is asking 
for trouble. In addition, when power is fed into your 
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household circuits from a portable unit it is also be¬ 
ing fed into your outside lines, energizing otherwise 
“dead” lines during outages. Such action can lead to 
severe damage to the system, as well as create a serious 
safety hazard. 

Double-pole switches installed at the meter box can 
prevent power from a portable source from entering 
incoming lines, reducing the potential for serious 
problems. 

If you own such a unit or are planning on purchas¬ 
ing one, make sure you know the operating limits of 
this device. If you are not sure, please feel free to ask 
for advice from the Engineering Department at 
Menard Electric. They can be helpful in giving you 
specific wiring guides as set by the National Electrical 
Code. 



Meet your employees 

Alvin R. Bertram 
Alvin R. Bertram is an area ser¬ 

viceman for your Cooperative, 
serving the Mason City- 
Middletown-New Holland areas. 
Alvin began working for your 
Cooperative on January 16, 1956, 
as a groundman working the 
Kilbourne area. Alvin has proven 

to be a valuable asset through his 
leadership and knowledge he has 
obtained over the years. 

Alvin and his wife, Fannie, 
reside at rural Middletown. They 
have four children, David, Gayle, 
James and Michelle and are the 
proud grandparents of four. 

Alvin enjoys woodworking, 
photography, and has a special 
interest in beekeeping, with nine 
colonies and thousands of bees. 
He and his wife also enjoy col¬ 
lecting various types of glassware. 
Along with all of his hobbies, 

Bertram 

Alvin enjoys being an area ser¬ 
viceman for your Cooperative 
and he does a fantastic job. 

Jessie H. Fricke 
Jessie H. Fricke began working 

for your Cooperative on 
December 1, 1971, as a recep¬ 
tionist/cashier. Currently, she is 
the Cooperative’s radio dis¬ 
patcher and is a valuable player 
in keeping all members supplied 
with electricity. 

Jessie and her husband, 

Fricke 

Norman, live in Petersburg. They 
have three children: Michael, 
Jeffrey and Kathy. Jessie and 
Norman also have four grand¬ 
children, of which they are very 
proud. 

When Jessie is not working for 
your Cooperative or helping her 

husband farm, she enjoys sewing, 
painting, folk art and playing 
golf. She also enjoys traveling 
with her husband, but no matter 
where they go, you can be sure 
her golf clubs are not too far 
behind. 

Comparing bills isn't accurate 
A question we commonly hear is: “Why is my bill 

higher than my neighbor’s? They have the same ap¬ 
pliances we have.” 

There area many reasons why one family may use 
more electricity than another, even though they have 
the same appliances. Here are a few: 

One housewife (or more likely the kids) may open 
the refrigerator twice as often as others. Each time the 
door opens, cold air rushes out and the compressor 
must run more to replace it. 

Electric ranges use electricity according to the type 
and number of meals prepared. 

One family may keep its freezer full, while another 
may have very little food in it. An empty freezer runs 

more often than a full one. 
No two families have the same amount of washing 

or ironing. One may wash once a week, while the other 
does laundry every day. Every washing and ironing 
adds to an electric bill. 

Then, too, the amount of hot water used varies from 
family to family. One extra shower per day makes a big 
difference in electric bills over a month’s time. Have 
your neighbors turned their water heater down to 120 
degrees while yours is 140 or above? If the floor plans 
of your homes differ, how far is your water heater from 
the utility or bath compared to your neighbor’s? 

Each factor by itself may look insignificant, but add 
them together and it becomes obvious that no two 
families live alike and, therefore, no two electric bills 
will be the same. Your bill may be higher than one 
neighbor but it may be lower than the neighbor on the 
other side of the road. 
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Board meeting report 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 
held its regular meeting Monday, February 27, 1989, 
in the offices at Petersburg. The meeting was called to 
order at 1 p.m. by president Morris L. Bell. Directors 
present in addition to Bell were Meredith L. Worner, 
Michael E. Carls, Edward L. Allspach, Carroll F. Cline, 
Robert I. Brauer, Warren D. Goetsch, and James G. 
Graff. Also present were manager Borland W. Smith, 
staff members Gerald E. Hedberg and Earl L. Pillsbury, 
and attorneys Charles K. Smith and Jerry Tice. 

The agenda for the meeting was approved and the 
minutes of the January 23, 1989, board meeting were 
approved as presented to the board. Manager Smith 
presented the manager’s report for January 1989. He 
pointed out that margins were considerably greater 
than budget, due to a reduction in the power cost from 
Western Illinois Power Cooperative. The savings were 
due to a renegotiated contract. He also pointed out that 
kilowatt-hour purchases and sales were down from 
budget due to the unseasonably warm January. Expense 
items, other than power costs, were within budget. All 
trends and indicators were in line with budget and ex¬ 
pected norms. On the outage report, Smith commented 
that outages were comparable to the same period last 
year. A power supplier outage accounted for approx¬ 
imately one-third of the outage hours. The safety report 
shows no lost-time accidents for the month of January 
1989. Smith also distributed copies of REA Form 7 for 
each member of the board for the year ending 
December 31, 1988, and answered several questions 
regarding some of the items. After responding to ques¬ 
tions, the report of the manager was approved. 

Attorney Smith advised the board with regard to the 
status of several items of litigation involving Menard 
Electric and other Illinois electric cooperatives. 

Attorney Tice reported on the response to his cor¬ 
respondence with the Village of Riverton. The board 
requested that Tice report back to the board at the 
March 27 meeting for further action regarding this 
situation. 

Manager Smith informed the board with regard to 
the fact that the Association of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives is taking another members survey similar to 

the one taken in 1985. The board authorized Smith to 
request the AIEC to have an additional survey done 
to include Menard Electric Cooperative. 

The board considered the contract with Burton Tree 
Service for right-of-way clearing for the year 1989. The 
contract was approved. 

Special services coordinator Pillsbury advised the 
board of the ability to double the MODE insurance and 
what the rate would be for such increase. The board 
decided not to take any action on the increase of the 

insurance at this time. 
The board then reviewed the Contractual Meter 

Reading Program and requested the manager to make 
a recommendation to the board on possible im¬ 

provements to this program at the next board meeting. 
The board discussed and considered the use of an 

“800” number or a toll-free number for the member¬ 
ship to use in calling the office and decided not to take 
any action at this point in time. 

Manager Smith reported on his discussions with REA 
while attending the NRECA annual meeting in 
Washington, D.C., in regard to the progress of the talks 
between Menard Electric and Corn Belt Electric 
Cooperative. 

Director Goetsch reported on the activities of the An¬ 
nual Meeting Committee and the board took action as 
to serving the meal at the annual meeting. 

Directors Cline, Allspach, Worner, and Graff re¬ 
viewed for the board the activities of the NRECA An¬ 
nual Meeting, held in Washington, D.C. 

As there was no AIEC board meeting this month, 
president Bell reported on the activity of the Gover¬ 
nor’s Task Force in regard to drafting a ground water 
quantity management act for Illinois. He and a number 
of irrigators from Mason County had attended a recent 
meeting in Springfield and suggested that the Coop¬ 
erative and AIEC work closely with any county that was 
interested in developing a water quantity management 
plan. 

Director Carls reported on the recent WIPCO/ 
Soyland board meeting and progress of the WIPCO/ 
Soyland merger. 

The Uncollectible Accounts, as presented to the 
board, were approved for write-off. 

The Agreements for Electric Service were approved, 
as was the list of membership applications for January 
1989. 

The board approved the payment of bills for the 
month of Jarfuary as represented by the list of checks 
presented and approved the Inventory of Work Orders 
for January 1989. 

The Special Occasion Vouchers for the board for the 
month of January were also approved. 

Manager Smith advised the board of the upcoming 
Legislative Breakfast scheduled April 6 at the Prairie 
Capital Convention Center. He also asked for names 
of the directors desiring to attend the NRECA Course 
575, “Understanding Electric Utility Operations” to be 
held in March and April at the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives’s office. 

There being no further business to come before the 
board, the meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 

Office closing 
The Cooperative office will be closed Friday, 

March 24, in observance of Good Friday. The 
office will resume normal business hours on 
Monday, March 27. 
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Co-op Comments 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s 1989 annual meeting 
is scheduled for June 10 at the Porta High School in 
Petersburg. Why not mark your calendar now and plan 
to attend this important Cooperative meeting. We look 
forward to seeing you there. 

Spring is finally here, and with it comes warmer 
weather and another season of trying to stay cool. 
However as many of us know this can sometimes be 
expensive. So in an attempt to lower your cooling bills 
it may be a good idea to have your air conditioner 
checked and cleaned so that it will operate at its peak 
efficiency. 

Rural insurance 
Menard Electric Cooperative has learned that several 

members have received information in the mail con¬ 
cerning medical insurance. The firm providing this in¬ 
formation identifies itself as “The National Association 
of Rural Cooperative Members.” 

We want you to know that we have not made any 
such insurance available nor has our national or¬ 
ganization, the “National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association.” 

Electric water heater load 
The purpose of this program is to reduce the kilowatt 

demand during the months ofjanuary, February,July, 
August and December. This reduction in kilowatt de¬ 
mand has two very important benefits to Menard Elec¬ 
tric members. The first is, by lowering the demand, we 
will help to lower the wholesale cost of the electricity 

we have to purchase, thus keeping our rates as stable 
as possible. 

The second and more noticeable benefit is a three 
cent per kilowatt-hour rebate for every kilowatt-hour 
used between 600-1,000. This could mean a $12 saving 
every month of the year. 

In order to receive this credit simply call or return 
this coupon to the Cooperative office and ask to have 
a load management control device installed on your 
water heater. Once notified, we will install the radio- 
controlled device at no cost to the member. With the 

An air-to-air heat pump is something you may want 
to consider if you are thinking of installing a new air 
conditioner. For just a few dollars more you will get 
a high-efficiency system that not only lowers your cost 
of cooling, but also lowers your cost of heating as well. 
In addition to this, your Cooperative will pay $250 per 
cooling ton to a member who installs an air-to-air heat 
pump with an EER of 9.0 or greater. This rebate, in 
many cases, makes the air-to-air heat pump less expen¬ 
sive to buy than a standard central air conditioning 
unit. 

Many Menard Electric Cooperative members are 
very busy making the necessary preparations for this 
year’s crops. Obviously these crops are very important 
to the farmer and to the central Illinois economy, but 
nothing is as important as your health and safety. So 
please take an extra moment or two to look for 
overhead lines and poles, and be safe. 

Request for bids 
Your Cooperative is accepting sealed bids through 

May 4, 1989, on a 1984 CMC Sierra cab and chassis 
only, with 107,000 miles. The truck will be available for 
inspection at the Cooperative office from 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday through May 4, 1989. 
Bids received will be opened Friday, May 5, 1989. 

Members of the Cooperative are invited to submit 
bids on the truck. The cooperative reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids. 

management program 
device installed we will have the ability to control the 
heating element for a maximum of four hours at any 
one time. 

Remember, there is no long-term obligation and no 
cost to you. If you are not satisfied or if the program 
becomes a problem to you, we will remove the device 
without hesitation. 

Date 

Signature of member 

Address 

Member’s Account # 

Phone 

LU 

2 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/April 1989 12a 



Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its regular monthly meeting Monday, March 27, 
1989, in the offices at Petersburg. The meeting was 
called to order at 1 p.m. by president Morris L. Bell. 
Directors present in addition to Bell were Meredith L. 
Worner, Michael E. Carls, Edward L. Allspach, Carroll 
F. Cline, Robert L Brauer, Gary L. Martin, Warren D. 
Goetsch, and James G. Graff. Also present were 
manager Borland W. Smith, staff member Gerald E. 
Hedberg and attorneys Charles K. Smith and Jerry Tice. 

The agenda for the meeting was approved and the 
minutes of the February 27, 1989, board meeting were 
approved as presented and mailed to the board. 

Manager Smith presented the manager’s report for 
February 1989. He pointed out that margins for the 
month were right on budget and that both expenses 
and power cost were very close to the budgeted figures. 
Again, he emphasized that the margins for year-to-date 
were greater than budget due to the reduction in power 
cost from Western Illinois Power Cooperative for the 
month of January. On the outage report, Smith com¬ 
mented that outages were comparable to the same 
period last year and for year-to-date were running less 
than average. The safety report shows no lost-time ac¬ 
cidents for the month of February 1989. After re¬ 
sponding to several questions, the report of the 
manager was approved. 

At this point, R.L. Quint, CPA from R.L. Quint 
Auditing Service, entered the board room and re¬ 
viewed with the board the 1988 Annual Audit Report 
and Financial Statements for the board. He answered 
questions in regard to specific items in the audit report 
for the directors, then commented that the Cooperative 
had operated very well financially for the year 1988. 

Attorney Tice then reported on the lack of response 
to his correspondence with the Village of Riverton. The 
board then authorized manager Smith and attorney 
Tice to pursue necessary further action with the Village 
of Riverton in regard to the services in question. 

Attorney Tice then reviewed with the board the Ap¬ 
pellate Court’s decision affirming Judge Freadman’s 
ruling allowing WIPCO and Soyland to be realigned 
as plaintiffs and dismissing Lewis Powell’s derivative 
action against Illinois Power. Attorney Tice commented 

that it was a good decision which clears the way for 
WIPCO and Soyland to make decisions necessary in 

the continued litigation against Illinois Power. 
Attorney Smith then advised the board regarding the 

status of several other items of litigation involving 
Menard Electric and other Illinois electric cooperatives. 

The review of the contractual meter reading pro¬ 
gram, which was deferred from the February meeting, 
was deferred to the April board meeting. 

Manager Smith then reviewed with the board revi¬ 
sions that are needed in the policy concerning “petty 
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cash” for the Cooperative and the board concurred in 
these changes in its first reading and referred it to the 
April board meeting for adoption. 

Director Carls reported on the recent WIPCO/ 
Soyland board meeting and that the WIPCO/Soyland 
merger was being finalized this last week. The first joint 
board meeting of the new Soyland board will take place 
on Wednesday, March 29 to adopt the bylaws for the 
newly merged Cooperative, certify officers and adopt 
the restructuring of WIPCO’s debt for the surviving 
cooperative, Soyland. 

Annual Meeting Committee chairman Warren 
Goetsch commented on the activities of the Annual 
Meeting Committee. The board, at this time, appointed 
the Nominating Committee, consisting of Gary Heyen, 
Harlan Roegge, E.R. Milstead, Kenneth Kruse, Paul 
Meeker, William Graff, Albert Hinds, Ron Richards and 
Weldon Gerdes to serve as the committee to nominate 
directors for the upcoming vacancies at the annual 
meeting. The Nominating Committee will meet 
April 6, 1989, to organize and make the necessary 
nominations. 

The Uncollectible Accounts, as presented to the 
board, were approved for write-off. 

Director Goetsch then reported on the recent AIEC 
board meeting which he attended in the absence of the 
appointed director and alternate director. 

The Agreements for Electric Service, as presented to 
the board, were approved, as was the list of member¬ 
ship applications for the month of February. 

The board approved the payment of bills for the 
month of February as represented by the list of checks 
presented and mailed to the board. 

The Inventory of Work Orders for February 1989 
was also approved. 

The Special Occasion Vouchers for the board for the 
month of February were also approved. 

Under other business, manager Smith reminded the 
board of the upcoming Legislative Breakfast scheduled 
April 6 and he also reminded the directors of the 
NRECA Course 575. President Bell informed the board 

of the Central Illinois Irrigated Growers Association 
putting together a new plat map of the irrigated area 
and advised the board that contributions by this group 
for advertising would be appreciated. The board ap¬ 
proved the manager’s advertising on said plat. Manager 
Smith then commented on the used video camera that 
the Cooperative was unable to trade and requested per¬ 
mission to donate this camera to the local high school. 
Request was approved by the board. He also advised 
the board on the essay winners and commented 
generally on the essay contest for the Washington, D.C. 
trip. 

No further business came before the board and the 
meeting was adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 



Electricity, more important on today's farm 
The majority of the income of many farmers now 

comes from off-farm work. This often means more farm 
work during evening hours, a need for greater secu¬ 
rity, and the possibility of using easily automated elec¬ 
tric energy to reduce on-farm time and labor input 
costs. 

A recent University of Missouri study shows that 55 
percent of all farmers in Missouri list off-farm employ¬ 
ment to be their major income source. The study also 
shows that 77 percent of Missouri farms are “small,” 
meaning they have gross sales of less then $40,000 per 
year. 

Because of characteristics like ease-of-control, safety, 
cleanliness and convenience, electricity performs many 

farm tasks while farmers (or spouses) are at their off- 
farm jobs. Indeed, such meshing of activities is essen¬ 
tial to many country-living lifestyles. Automated control 
reduces farmer attention and farm labor, with in¬ 
creased productivity and profit. 

If you’re one of the new generation farmers, with a 
full time, off-farm job, and want to know more about 
how electricity can work for you to provide heat, light 
and power—for comfort, security and reduced labor— 
you may want to discuss new and different concepts 
with your local utility. You may find that new applica¬ 
tions will enhance your already good country-living 
lifestyle. 

Electrical safety is everyone': 
In 1988 a fire in a Mid-Missouri Exposition structure 

took the lives of 40 expensive show horses. Although 
the two-year-old building was wired to code, early news 
reports attributed electrical wiring as the “cause” of the 
fire. After extensive field and lab tests, investigators 
could not determine cause, but concluded that likely 
cause was from a careless smoker or misuse of electrical 
equipment. At least one space heater was found in the 
ashes. 

This summary report reemphasizes that electricians 
have an obligation to provide their customers with an 
adequate, safe wiring system and that the “end user” 
has an obligation to use the electrical wiring system in 
the way for which it was designed. In this case, “the 
user” means anyone who enjoys the benefits of elec¬ 
tricity used in homes, on farms and in commercial or 
industrial structures. 

As no one benefits from structural fire losses, 
everyone has a personal role to play in order to assure 
the prudent and safe use of electrical wiring systems 
and associated equipment. Here are just a few of the 
many safety tips: 

• repair broken outlets and replace faulty switches 

Fire prevention 
The death rate from fires is higher in rural America 

than anywhere else in the world. But you can help 
change those grim statistics. 

According to the Fire Administration, factors con¬ 
tributing to the fire danger in rural areas including the 
fact that fewer rural homes have smoke detectors; there 
is a greater share of woodburning stoves; homes are 
farther from the fire department; there tends to be less 
enforcement of building and fire codes, and rural fire 
departments have less time and fewer resources to 
spend on fire prevention. 

Rural fire deaths are the fastest growing of all fire 
fatalities. 

If you think there is a fire on the other side of a 

business 
as soon as found; 

• on farms, inspect the electrical grounds at building 
entrances twice a year to be sure good wire-to-rod 
bonding is maintained; 

• be sure all wiring systems (and subsequent repairs) 
meet National Electrical Code requirements; 

• always use a qualified electrician for new installa¬ 
tions, and be sure any minor repairs are made by a 
qualified person; 

• when working with electrical tools outside be sure 
to sue double-insulated tools and that power comes 
from a circuit protected by a GFCI; 

• when moving any equipment—well or irriga¬ 
tion pipe, grain conveyors, ladders, or tall machinery, 
be sure it never comes close to overhead electric 
lines. 

Detailed information on planning farm and/or home 
wiring systems is found in the Agricultural Wiring 
Handbook, 8th edition. Single copies are available from 
the NFEC, 409 Vandiver West, Bldg. 4, Suite 202, 
Columbia. MO 65202 at $6. For immediate shipment, 
make check payable to National Food and Energy 
Council, Inc. 

closed door, you should first feel the door. 
In escaping from a room filled with smoke, the safest 

breathing air is located near the floor. 
The best immediate treatment for burns is to apply 

cool water. 
The best way to put out a small grease fire in a pan 

is to cover the pan with a lid. 
A home should have a smoke detector on each floor, 

especially outside the bedrooms. 
A fire escape plan should be planned and reviewed 

frequently. 
Never smoke in bed. 
If your clothes catch fire, stop, drop and roll. 



Meet your employees 

Evelyn P. McLaughlin 
Evelyn P. McLaughlin is a 

secretary for your Cooperative 
and works in the Petersburg of¬ 
fice. She has been an employee 
of Menard Electric Cooperative 
since January 1, 1970, when she 
started as a clerk. Over the years 
Evelyn has performed flawlessly 
with every assignment given and 
plays a valuable role on our day 
to day operations. 

Evelyn lives in Kilbourne. She 
has four children: Debra, Diana, 
Michael and Lorna. She also has 
five grandchildren whom she 
loves dearly. 

When Evelyn is away from the 
office she enjoys traveling, 
gardening, crochet and raising 
birds. She currently has 45 birds 
ranging from tiny finches to 
Amazon parrots. Her favorite 
bird is Pete, a yellow-colored, 
miniature Macaw who talks, 
laughs, hangs on one leg upside 
down and loves to eat oyster 
crackers. According to Evelyn, he 
is a real joy to have around and 

McLaughlin 

likes visitors unless that visitor is 
Bonnie, Evelyn’s Himalayan cat. 

Edward L. Rogers 
Edward L. Rogers is an area 

serviceman for your Cooperative 
serving the Virginia, Ashland 
and Beardstown areas. Ed began 
working for your Cooperative 
June 2, 1958, and over the years 
has proven to be an important 
player in our member service 
team. 

Rogers 

Ed lives near Virginia and is a 
fellow member of Menard Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative. He has four 
children: Robin, Ronald, Rhonda 
and Rebecca and is the proud 
grandfather of three. 

When Ed is not visiting his 
children and grandchildren he 
enjoys outdoor activities such as 
fishing and hunting. He also en¬ 
joys playing golf as often as possi¬ 
ble and looks forward to the time 
when he can play every day. 

During power outages help us help you 
When you call your electric cooperative to report an 

outage, chances are you’ll receive a busy signal. 
Members served by the same power line or substation 
that serves you will also be phoning in their reports, 
and that could mean dozens or even hundreds of in¬ 
coming calls. We realize it can get a little frustrating 
to call repeatedly and continually get a busy signal. But 
we ask your patience and understanding—and your 
help. 

You see, the more calls we receive from members, 
the easier it becomes for us to determine the extent 
and source of the outage and the faster we can dispatch 
our crews. Besides, you shouldn’t assume that your 
neighbors have reported the outage. They may have 
phone trouble or might not be home. Waiting to report 
an outage could mean unnecessary delays in having 
your services restored. 
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We do ask that you check your breakers and fuses 
before you phone us. If they’re okay, call your neighbor 
to see if his/her power is off. Then call your cooperative 
and notify us of the trouble but be sure to have your 
account number handy to save time locating your 
account. 

We regret the inconvenience of an electrical outage, 
whether caused by a vehicle accident, a trespassing rac¬ 
coon or severe thunderstorm—but with your help, we 
at the other end of the telephone line will do everything 
possible to restore your electrical service as safely and 
quickly as possible. 

To report outages during office hours call 
(217)632-7746 

To report outages after hours (nights, 
weekends, holidays), 

(217)632-2311 



Co-op Comments 

Do you have an electric water heater? If you do but 
have not had a load management device installed, you 
may be paying as much as $12 a month too much for 
electricity. This could be a savings of up to $144 per 
year. To enroll, simply call your Cooperative office and 
ask to have a load management device installed on your 
electric water heater. Then just sit back, relax and enjoy 
your savings. 

During this spring and summer your Cooperative 
will be testing approximately 1,000 single-phase 
residential meters. This year’s testing will occur in the 
Beardstown and Virginia areas. 

We will continue the pole testing program in the west 
part of Mason County. We expect to test about 6,000 
poles from Chandlerville to Havana. 

Both of these annual programs help to provide the 
members of Menard Electric Cooperative the most 
reliable service possible. 

Budget billing starts 
in June—sign up now 

This June your Cooperative will again offer a budget 
billing cycle to all Rate “A” farm and residential, single¬ 
phase services. The budget billing plan is a method 
whereby a member is rendered equal monthly billing 
for a maximum of 11 months. The budget billing cycle 
will begin on the June 30 billing and will end on the 
April 30 billing. The May 30 billing will show credits 
or debits depending on whether the member usage was 
higher or lower than estimated. 

The monthly billing amounts are determined by 
estimating the average monthly kilowatt-hour usage, 
based on the actual usage of the previous 12 months. 
For newer members, the budget amount will be deter¬ 
mined from an estimated usage based on the best 
available data. If you have any questions or would like 
to apply for the budget billing plan, contact your 
Cooperative office so we can send the information you 
desire. 

June 1989 
S M T W T F S 

1 2-3. 
4 5 6 7 8 9 IToJ 

11 12 13 14 15 161/ 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 

Annual meeting 
As American citizens we take great pride in our 

nation and in the democratic way in which it is run, 
with people controlling the government and thus the 
future of the nation. This form of democracy is the life 
blood of the United States and is the main reason she 

is strong and admired by the rest of the world. 
Fifty-three years ago your Cooperative was formed 

with this same democratic philosophy in mind, giving 
the members an opportunity to choose their board of 
directors and discuss issues which concern the future 
of the Cooperative. Each year during the annual 
meeting, members are encouraged to exercise their 
rights as member-owners and help put democracy in 
action. 

This year’s annual meeting will be held on June 10 
at PORTA High School located at the west edge of 
Petersburg. Before the business meeting takes place 
there will be a “free pork chop dinner” served by the 
Cass County Pork Producers Association. The annual 
meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. During the business 
meeting, members will elect three directors, hear 
reports from manager Smith and president Bell on last 
year’s events and what is anticipated in the future. 

The Cooperative will again have a bargain table at 
which small appliances and electrical paraphernalia 
will be offered for sale at reduced prices. 

Why not mark your calendar now and plan to join 
your friends at the 52nd annual meeting on Saturday, 
June 10 and help democracy work. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/May 1989 12a 



Meet your employees 

Larry Kyes 
Larry Kyes is an area ser¬ 

viceman for your Cooperative, 
serving the Chandlerville, 
Kilbourne and Havana areas. 
Larry began working for your 
Cooperative on October 28, 
1963, as a store clerk working in 
the Cooperative warehouse. 
Over the past 25 years Larry has 
proven to be a valuable asset and 
performs every task in a profes¬ 
sional manner. 

Larry lives in Kilbourne. He 
has three children: Bill, Steve and 
Kimberly, and is the proud 
grandfather of three. 

Larry takes great pride and 
pleasure in his work; however, 
when he is not on duty he enjoys 
mushroom hunting in season 
and fishing. He enjoys traveling 
and is an avid chess player 
and is the employee to beat at 
Menard Electric Cooperative. 

Rhonda Kay Satorius 
Rhonda Kay Satorius began 

Kyes 

working for your Cooperative 
shortly after graduating from 
Porta High School. Over the past 
16 years she has been a tremen¬ 
dous asset in our day to day 
operations. Rhonda currently is 
a secretary/clerk and is respon¬ 
sible for getting many of the 
documents and correspondence 
out to the members. 

Rhonda currently lives in 
Springfield, She enjoys cro- 

Satorius 

cheting, working with flowers 
and, as with so many ladies, 
shopping is high on her list of 
things most enjoyed. She likes 
walking and occasionally trying 
her hand at making country craft 
items. 

Rhonda is a warm caring per¬ 
son who loves working with peo¬ 
ple and nothing can illustrate 
this more than her involvement 
and support in her church. 

3 year limited warranty 
Battery included 

$5.00 per smoke alarm 
(limit three per cooperative member) 

A new law in Illinois requires that every 
home have smoke detectors by July 1, 1988 
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Don't let your vacation cause a billing problem! 
Vacation time is here for many of us, and we would 

like to remind our members of two problems we have 
had over the years. 

The first and most frequent problem is that, in the 
excitement of going on that long-awaited vacation, 
many members forget to make arrangements to have 
their electric bill taken care of, whether it be by not 
paying the bill before they leave or by forgetting to 
make some arrangements with a friend or relative. If 
one or both of these arrangements could be made, it 
may help reduce the amount of payments made after 
the 21st of the month and many also save you a $1 late 
charge. 

The second problem we have had is that many of our 

members, in an attempt to keep their bills as low as 
possible while they are gone, will shut certain things 
off. But when they return and find that there has been 
little change or maybe there was not the kind of change 
they were expecting, they begin to wonder why. They 
call to find out and after listening and restepping 
everything they have tried, many times we find that 
they have forgotten to unplug one or two of the items 
they wanted to turn off. So, in an effort to avoid this, 
your Cooperative asks that, before you go, please 
recheck all of the items you want to be shut off. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
your Cooperative office for more information. 

Ideas to keep you cool 
Summer is just around the corner and with it comes 

another season of trying to stay cool. As you know this 
can be very expensive and in some cases this could even 
cost more than heating your home. 

However there are two good alternatives available 
to you so that the cost of keeping cool this summer 
doesn’t get you over heated. 

Both alternatives are more efficient and economical 
than the conventional air conditioners and both 
systems will be able to provide you with year-round 
comfort. The first alternative is an air-to-air heat pump. 
This system will provide you comfortable climate con¬ 
trol not only in the summer but if you desire, it could 
also heat your home efficiently. Menard Electric 
Cooperative recognizes the tremendous benefits of this 
system and, in an attempt to increase awareness, offers 
a rebate of $250 per cooling ton to any member who 

installs an air-to-air heat pump that has a SEER of 9.0 
or greater. In many cases this rebate will make the 
overall cost of the system less expensive to buy than 
a standard air conditioner. 

The second alternative is a closed loop heat pump. 
With this system installed you will not only have the 
most economical system on the market today for 
cooling your home but you will have the most 
economical system for heating as well. As an added 
bonus the closed loop heat pump will heat your water 
virtually free for four to six months a year. This type 
of heating and cooling system is more expensive to 
install. However, Menard Electric offers a rebate of 
$333 per ton which will help you recover your invest¬ 
ment in three to five years. 

If you are interested in one or both of these heat 
pumps, or your would like additional information, 
please contact the Member Services Department at 
your Cooperative office. 

Look out 
and live! 

A close pass at your field's 
edge may net you a few more 
rows, but extended farm 
implements can also snag a power pole guy wire. The result is a harvest of 
hazard. During the busy planting season and the rush of harvest—at all times — 
use care around electric lines and equipment. Look out...and live to see another 
crop grow. 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its regular monthly meeting Monday, April 24, 
1989, in the offices at Petersburg. The meeting was 
called to order at 6 p.m. by president Morris L. Bell. 
Directors present in addition to Bell were Michael E. 
Carls, Edward L. Allspach, Carroll F. Cline, Robert I. 
Brauer, Gary L. Martin, Warren D. Goetsch and James 
G. Graff. Director Meredith L. Worner was absent due 
to sickness. Also present were manager Dorland W. 
Smith, staff members Gerald E. Hedberg and Earl L. 
Pillsbury and attorneys Charles K. Smith and Homer 
J. Tice. 

The agenda for the meeting was approved and the 
minutes of the March 27, 1989, board meeting were 
approved as presented and mailed to the board. 

Manager Smith then presented the operating report 
for the month of March 1989. He pointed out that 
margins for the month were on budget, with all 
expenses, including power cost, extremely close to the 
budget figures for March 1989. He again emphasized 
that margins for year-to-date were greater than budget 
due to the reduction in power cost from Soyland for 
the month of January. He also commented briefly on 
the variances in some of the expense items. The outage 
report for the month shows fewer outages and outage 
hours for the month of March 1989 as compared to the 
same month for the previous year. Year-to-date totals 
show approximately half of the outages and outage 
hours as compared to the first quarter of 1988. The 
safety report indicated no recordable injuries or ill¬ 
nesses for the month of March 1989. Manager Smith 
pointed out that employees Kevin Keiser and John 
Shelton recently put on a safety demonstration as part 
of the Health Fair for the PORTA School District for 
the kindergarten through 6th grade classes. After 
responding to several questions from the board, the 
manager’s report was approved. 

The board approved the plans of employees and 
attorney Tice to attend NRECA seminars. 

Attorney Smith then commented on the status of the 
litigation involving Menard Electric Cooperative and 

attorney Tice also commented on the status of the 
FRIER lawsuits and other items involving territorial 
integrity of the Cooperative. 

The new “petty cash” policy was considered and 
adopted as amended. 

Special services coordinator Earl L. Pillsbury pre¬ 
sented revisions to the 401K plan. Said agreement was 
adopted. 

Director Warren Goetsch reported on the progress 
of the Annual Meeting Committee and its activities. 

After a short break, the board heard a report of the 
building committee by director Allspach. He reported 

that the committee discussed the need for surveying 
the Cooperative property recently purchased. The 
board approved the surveying of said property. The 
building committee also discussed the need of roof 
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repair. The board recommended that the building com¬ 
mittee determine repairs needed and to seek bids from 
roofing contractors for consideration of the board at 
a future meeting. 

Manager Smith attended the recent Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperative’s board meeting and 
reported on those activities. 

Director Carls then reported on the activities of 
Soyland. The Soyland/WIPCO merger was completed 
on March 29 at which time the agreements with REA 
for the debt restructuring were signed. Carls pointed 
out that the average power cost for the Soyland 
cooperatives was on budget and that Menard Electric 
Cooperative was currently earning a power cost that 
was slightly less than the average. 

The Special Services Report of Earl L. Pillsbury was 
discussed and approved. 

Uncollectible Accounts as presented for write off 
were approved and agreements for electric service for 
several new irrigation systems were approved. 

The Inventory of Work Orders for March 1989 were 
approved and the payment of bills as represented by 
the list of checks presented to the board were also 
approved. 

The list of memberships as presented to the board 
and the Special Occasion Vouchers for the directors 
for the month of March were approved. 

Under other business, manager Smith and attorney 
Tice discussed several territorial problems with the 
board. The board accepted the recommendation of 
attorney Tice and suggested that attempts be made to 
solve these problems prior to filing complaints with the 
Commerce Commission. Manager Smith discussed 
recent activities concerning the possibility of a Menard/ 
Corn Belt merger. He said that the two Cooperatives 
would be meeting with REA the first week in May. 

No further business came before the board and the 
meeting was adjourned at 10:30 p.m. 

Office closing 
The Cooperative office will be closed May 29 

in observance of Memorial Day. The office will 
resume normal working hours on May 30. 
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Co-op Comments 

Mr. and Mrs. Terry Outright of Petersburg will 
celebrate their 20th wedding anniversary June 28. 
Terry is a crew leader for your Cooperative. 

As a reminder, your Cooperative will be testing both 
single-phase meters and poles this summer. The meters 
being tested are in the Beardstown and Virginia areas. 
The pole testing is taking place in the western part of 
our service area from Chandlerville to Havana. 

An air-to-air heat pump is something you may want 
to consider if you are thinking of installing a new air 

conditioner. For just a few dollars more you will get 
a high efficiency system that not only lowers your cost 
of cooling, but also lowers your cost of heating as well. 
In addition to this, your Cooperative will pay $250 per 
cooling to to any member who installs an air-to-air heat 
pump with an EER of 9.0 or greater. This rebate, in 
many cases, makes the air-to-air heat pump less expen¬ 
sive to buy than a standard central air conditioner. 

Do you have an electric hot water heater? If so, why 
not call your Cooperative and ask how you can save 
up to $144 a year. 

Please be aware that the month of June is the start 
of this year’s Budget Billing cycle. If you are interested 
in Budget Billing and would like more information, 
please contact your Cooperative as soon as possible. 

Help manage our load 
Many of you know that Menard Electric Cooperative 

is a distribution cooperative that purchases its power 
from a generation and transmission cooperative (G&T). 
The G&T charges us for electricity based on our en¬ 
tire system peak demands during the months of July, 
August, December, January, and February. So, on the 
hottest days this summer when a large number of 
members turn on their air conditioners, you can help 
your Cooperative and yourself by turning your ther¬ 
mostat to a warmer setting, thus reducing our peak. 

Shifting electric energy use to off-peak periods helps 
to make the most efficient use of existing generating 
capacity, delays the need for more power plants, and 
limits the need for future rate increases by helping to 
control our wholesale power cost. Remember, even if 
you are not on our load management program, you can 
still be part of the team by trying to watch your con¬ 
sumption between 4 p.m. and 10 p.m. during the 
months of July and August. 

Ceiling fans stir 
up energy savings 

A touch of nostalgia may do more than create the 
mood of a long-past, unhurried era. The slowly re¬ 
volving blades of an electric ceiling fan are practical, 
as well as attractive. 

A fan may not drastically lower your electric bill, but 
it will raise the comfort level of a room. In the winter, 
the turning blades force the rising warm air back down 
into the living area of a room. In the summertime, the 
constant motion helps circulate conditioned air or 
offers slight breezes, which gives you the opportunity 
to set your thermostat at a higher setting, which could, 
in turn, lower your expenses. 

You may discover extra advantages of a ceiling fan 
as well. If a fan is located above an open porch, 
screened porch or sunroom, the air movement may 
discourage insects. 

Office closing 
Your Cooperative office will be closed Tuesday, 

July 4, in observance of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence. The office will re¬ 
open Wednesday, July 5, for regular business 
hours. 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its regular monthly meeting Monday, May 22, 
1989, in the offices at Petersburg. The meeting was 
called to order at 6 p.m. by president Morris L. Bell. 
Directors present in addition to Bell were Edward L. 
Allspach, Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. Cline, Robert I. 
Brauer, Warren D. Goetsch, Gary L. Martin, James G. 
Graff and Meredith L. Worner. Also present were 
manager Borland W. Smith, staff members Gerald E. 
Hedberg and Earl L. Pillsbury and attorney Charles K. 
Smith. 

The agenda for the meeting was approved and the 
minutes of the April 24, 1989, board meeting were 
approved as presented and mailed to the board. 

Manager Smith then presented the operating report 
for the month of April 1989. He pointed out that the 
kilowatt-hour sales total for the month of April was 2 
percent greater than for the corresponding month of 
1988 while kilowatt-hour sales year to date were 2 per¬ 
cent less than for the preceding year. Smith also in¬ 
dicated that the total operating cost for April was close 
to budget figures and year to date operating costs were 
approximately 7 percent under budget. Margins for the 
year exceed the budgeted projection. He also pointed 
out that the amount of the delinquent accounts showed 
an improvement over the corresponding period of 
1988. Manager Smith also indicated that the mainte¬ 
nance expense had been reduced from the normal 
maintenance level due to the amount of construction 
necessary during the month of April. He also pointed 
out that the year to date outages showed an improve¬ 
ment over the preceding year and presented the safety 
report indicating no recordable injuries or illnesses for 
the month of April 1989. Smith reported on his atten¬ 
dance at a legal seminar. He advised the board that the 
discretionary loan from REA had been received May 2 
and that the equity funding had been paid in full on 
that date. Smith responded to questions from the 
board, and thereafter the manager’s report was 
approved. 

President Bell and manager Smith gave a brief report 
of their visit to Washington, D.C., and their conversa¬ 
tions with representatives of REA and Corn Belt Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative of Bloomington. 

After discussion of the Municipal Electric System of 
the Village of Riverton, the board authorized the 
Cooperative attorney to proceed with litigation against 
the Village of Riverton. 

Attorney Smith reported on the Cole Energy suit and 
also commented on the status of the FRIER lawsuits. 

Director Warren Goetsch reported on the progress 
of the annual meeting and indicated that the official 
notices would be mailed on or before May 25, 1989. 
Director Allspach and Goetsch reported for the 
building committee, specifically with reference to the 
roof of the headquarters facility, the roof of the metal 
building located at the south edge of Petersburg, and 

the building formerly known as the Observer building 
south of the headquarters. The building committee 
indicated a need for repair on the roofs and that the 
metal buildings were in need of paint. 

Director Carls reported on the Soyland activities and 
indicated that the Clinton plant was back on line after 
refueling. He also indicated that Menard Electric 
Cooperative experienced one of the lowest wholesale 
power costs year to date. 

Manager Smith reported on Soyland’s allocation of 
refund money from CIPS due to a Consolidation Coal 
suit during the late 1970s. A resolution was adopted 
by the board indicating disagreement as to the formula 
used to establish the refund to the Cooperatives 
formerly in WIPCO. 

Director Bell reported on the activities of the AIEC. 
He, along with director Graff and manager Smith, 
reported on the Legislative Conference they attended 
in Washington. 

Uncollectible Accounts, as presented for write-off, 
were approved and two agreements for electric service 
were approved. 

The Inventory of Work Orders for April 1989 was 
approved, and the payment of bills as represented by 
the list of checks presented to the board was also 
approved. 

The list of memberships as presented to the board 
and the Special Occasion Vouchers for the directors 
for the month of April were approved. 

No further business came before the board and the 
meeting was adjourned at 10:30 p.m. 

Security light — 1789 
Two centuries ago, it was the old 

lamplighter who lit the streetlights 
one by one. Each glowing aura 

chased darkness down cobblestone 
roads, lending a sense of safety to 

the in habitants of early America. 
Today, clean, safe, efficient elec¬ 

tricity does the work that once 
belonged to the lamplighter. At 

rural homes and farms, and in 
many subdivisions, that sense of 

safety is provided by your electric 
cooperative. 

A security light is a necessity. 
You’ll have peace of mind knowing 

that your property is being pro¬ 
tected . . . and at a reasonable cost, 
because it turns on at dusk and off 

at dawn. 
Contact your electric cooperative 

for the safety of a security light for 
your home and family. 
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Safety tips for summertime outdoor electricity use 
As work activities move into the summer season, the 

more intense farm work and home-yard care com¬ 
mands greater attention to personal safety. Let’s review 
a few guidelines to avoid or reduce electrical hazards: 

• When using electrical equipment outdoors, use 
grounded circuits protected with a ground fault circuit 
interrupter. 

• Use electrical yard equipment (electric mowers, 
hedge trimmers, weed cutters, etc.) that has three-prong 
plugs and double insulation. Use with care to avoid ser¬ 
vice cable damage. 

• Avoid using electrical equipment outdoors during 
rain showers and in wet surroundings. 

• Be sure there is ample clearance between top edge 
of farm machines (including antennas) and the lowest 
overhead electric line under which machine is to travel. 

• Avoid raising irrigation pipe, well pipe, and other 
portable equipment, like grain augers, near or around 
overhead electric lines. 

• Prohibit kite flying around or near power lines. 

• Avoid or reduce electrical equipment damage by 
installing lightning arrestors at building service en¬ 
trances and on special equipment like submersible 
pumps. 

• Check all electrical-conductor/ground rod connec¬ 
tions at building service entrances. Be sure there is a 
secure bond. 

• Make certain that special equipment, like grain 
augers, are in plain view when they are switched on 
to avoid personal injury. 

• Keep all belt equipment safety guards in place at 
all times except during “power off’ service periods. 

• Always use the proper size and type of protective 
devices, based on circuit conductor size and/or motor 
load (^whichever is being protected). 

• If lamps frequently dim, or if TV picture appears 
to be irregular, have a qualified electrician inspect the 
wiring system. The condition may be caused by a lose 
connection, or it may mean the wiring system needs 
a rather complete overhaul. 

Seven-state heat pump study confirms long service life 
A recently completed EPRI-sponsored survey, in col¬ 

laboration with American Electric Power (AEP), con¬ 
cluded that heat pumps perform well in climates as 
diverse as Michigan and Tennessee. The results are con¬ 
sistent with data from earlier EPRI studies performed 
in Alabama by Alabama Power Company, and in the 
Chicago area by Commonwealth Edison. All three 
surveys confirm a median service life of more than 
15-20 years. The median service life of compressors was 
also examined and found to be about 14.5 years, similar 
to data reported in the two earlier studies. 

Useful information was obtained on 2,184 heat 
pumps ranging in age from one to 26 years. Heat pump 

median service life (age at which 50 percent of the units 
have been removed from service and 50 percent re¬ 
main in service) in the AEP service areas was about 19 
years. The Chicago study showed a 15- to 16-year me¬ 
dian service life, and the Alabama median service-life 
was 20 years. The potential effect of colder climates on 
heat pump service life has been questioned, but results 
were consistent across the climates surveyed by AEP. 

Partly because of these studies, the American Society 
of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air Conditioning 
Engineers (ASHRAE) increased heat pump life value 
from 10 to 15 years in its 1987 Systems and Applica¬ 
tions Handbook. 

When the Weather Bureau learns of tornado condi¬ 
tions, it issues a tornado watch. Should a tornado 
develop, it sends out a tornado warning. Here are some 
tips to keep in mind: 

• Plan ahead of time where to take shelter. 
• If you must be in the field, stay within 10> minutes 

of your shelter. 
• When you learn that a tornado is headed your 

way, move to shelter. The safest place is an under¬ 
ground shelter. Because of the general direction a tor¬ 
nado takes, the southwest corner is the safest. 

• If you are in a vehicle and see a funnel cloud 
approaching, try to leave the area as rapidly as possi¬ 
ble. If you can’t escape the path of the tornado, stop 
and get away from the vehicle. Lie flat in a ravine or 
ditch and protect your head from flying debris. 

• It’s a good idea to take cover anytime you en¬ 
counter an unusually severe storm. Darkness or heavy 
rain can obscure a funnel cloud and its best to take 
cover just in case. 
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Meet your employees 
Judith A. Powers 

Judith A. Powers is the recep¬ 
tionist/cashier and has served 
your Cooperative in this capacity 
for the past 13 years. Judy is 
generally the first employee to 
greet members when they call or 
stop by the office, but no matter 
how many members she talks 
with in a day’s time, she always 
seems to leave a warm, friendly 
impression with them. 

Judy and her husband, Jack, 
are fellow members of Menard 
Electric Cooperative and live at 
rural Petersburg. They have 
three children: Jon, Julie, and 
Jerry. 

Judy enjoys meeting and 
getting to know all the members 
who stop by the Cooperative 
office, however, when she’s not at 
work she enjoys antiquing and 
making country crafts. Judy also 
enjoys sewing, going to dinner, 
and is an avid shopper. In fact, 
it has been brought to our atten¬ 
tion that “shopping” just may be 
her favorite hobby. 

Powers 

Mark Bradley 
Mark Bradley began work¬ 

ing for your Cooperative on 
September 11, 1972, as a truck 
driver/groundman. Mark is cur¬ 
rently a crew leader working out 
of the Petersburg office. Over the 
years, Mark has proven to be a 
valuable employee for your 
Cooperative through his knowl¬ 
edge, experience and dedication. 

Mark and his wife, Cindy, live 
at rural Petersburg and are 
fellow members of Menard Elec- 

Bradley 

trie Cooperative. They are the 
proud parents of three children: 
Ryan, Neil and Jill. 

When Mark is not working for 
your Cooperative, he is busy 
spending time with his family or 
occasionally helping his brother 
on the family farm. He enjoys 
flying remote-controlled model 
airplanes and is very interested 
in all types of sports. Mark also 
likes to travel and he looks 
forward to each year’s family 
vacation. 

Test your electrical Safety Knowledge' 
Electricity’s many conveniences outweigh what 

hazards it may pose. Caution is the watchword when 
dealing with this vital power source. 

True or false? 
1. Linemen can be injured if posters for garage sales 

and political candidates are tacked to a utility pole. 
(Answer is true. Tacks, nails and staples stuck in util¬ 

ity poles can cause climbing hooks to slip. They can 
also tear protective equipment.) 

2. Overhead power lines are always fully insulated 
and safe to touch. 

(Answer is false. There is no insulation on overhead 
lines. The bare wire is extremely dangerous.) 

3. Climbing a tree that has grown into power lines 
could risk an electrical shock. 

(Answer is true. Before climbing or trimming a tree, 

make sure that no tree limbs are touching power lines.) 
4. A downed power line can be safely moved by using 

a wooden pole or dry wood. 
(Answer is false. Though it seems dry, a piece of wood 

may contain enough moisture to conduct electricity, 
sending a current through the wood to you.) 
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5. Unlike overhead power lines, household current 
is not strong enough to cause permanent injury. 

(Answer is false. Household current can kill. Use 
cords that are not frayed and don’t overload plugs. 
Don’t operate electric appliances near water or with 
wet hands.) 

6. If a fallen power line lands on your car, you are 
safe as long as you stay in the vehicle. 

(Answer is true. You are safe in the car because the 
tires serve as insulators.) 

7. If fire or other danger forces you to leave the car, 
jump clear of the vehicle and don’t touch the car and 
ground at the same time. 

(Answer is true. You can leave the car safely by 
jumping away so you do not touch the car and ground 
at the same time.) 

8. Many electrical accidents can be avoided by fol¬ 
lowing the rule: “Look up and live.” 

(Answer is true. Many common outdoor items—a TV 
antenna, a grain auger, irrigation pipes—can become 
lethal if they touch electric lines.) 
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Co-op Comments 

On Saturday, June 10, at the Cooperative’s 52nd 
annual meeting, a pair of finger nail clippers with an 
attached pill compartment was found at PORTA High 
School. We believe it may belong to someone who 
attended the meeting. For more details, please contact 
the Cooperative office at 217/632-7746. 

As a reminder, your Cooperative will continue their 
pole testing program this summer with approximately 
6.000 poles scheduled to be tested. Currendy, poles are 
being tested in the western part of Mason County. 

The Rural Home Energy Grant Program for 1989 has 
come to a conclusion with your Cooperative providing 
$97,323 to 69 members. These weatherization grants, 
from the Illinois Department of Energy and natural 
resources, were given for a variety of home improve- 

Whirlpool recalls 
some dishwashers 

On August 2, 1988, Whirlpool, in cooperation with 
the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, an¬ 
nounced a modification problem for approximately 
75.000 dishwashers. The dishwashers have a problem 
with their pushbutton selectors, which under cer¬ 
tain conditions can cause fires. The following model 
numbers contain the faulty switch. 

DU7400XS-0 DU7600XS-0 
DU7800XS-0 DU9000XR-0 

DU9000XR-I 
Any member who has purchased a Whirlpool 

dishwasher should check the model number of their 
dishwasher as soon as possible. The model num¬ 
bers and the serial numbers are located along the 
right front edge of the tub. If the number on your 
dishwasher matches the above numbers call 1-800- 
541-5746 for free service on the defective part, and 
discontinue using it until the necessary service can 
be completed. 

ments, such as installing insulation, high efficiency fur¬ 
naces, windows, etc. All the members who received 
grants had to meet certain criteria which was estab¬ 
lished by ENR. Your Cooperative was happy to have 
been able to offer this program to its members and 
we’re sure that these home improvements will meet the 
satisfaction of those 69 members and help them live 
a bit more comfortably during the coming months. 

During the summer months many of us enjoy taking 
our long awaited vacations, which often requires very 
careful planning. However, there is one thing that 
many of us forget and that is to make arrangements 
with your Cooperative so that your electric bill does 
not become a problem for you or for the Cooperative. 
This year, why not add your electric bill to your list 
of things to do before leaving on vacation? 

If you are interested in installing a new air condi¬ 
tioner in your home, call the Cooperative office and 
ask about the benefits of an air-to-air heat pump. We 
think you will be surprised. 

The two youths who represented Menard Electric 
Cooperative on the 1989 Illinois Youth to Washington 
tour are pictured above with Kevin Keiser, member 
services adviser, as they prepare to board the bus to 
the nation's capital. From left are Sherry J. Watkins 
and Troy D. Withers, both of Manito, and Keiser. 
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Your annual meeting 

This year's officers are left to right: Robert I. Brauer, 
treasurer; Warren D. Goetsch, vice president; 
Morris L. Bell, president; Meredith L. Worner, secre¬ 
tary and Dorland W. Smith, manager. 

Bob Burris, lineman, explaining the safety display 
which was very informative to all who watched. 

As in past years, the ladies doing the blood pressure 
testing were kept extremely busy throughout the 
evening. 

Re-elected directors are left to right: Robert I. Brauer, 
Meredith L. Worner, and Carroll F. Cline, standing with 
the manager Dorland W. Smith. 

Rate stability projected 
Menard Electric Cooperative expects to enjoy stable 

wholesale power costs through 1990 and possibly into 
1991. That was the good news delivered to members 
at the cooperative’s 52nd annual meeting June 10 at 
PORTA High School in Petersburg. 

Menard board president Morris L. Bell of Chandler- 

ville advised members that wholesale power costs for 
the Cooperative have remained the same or declined 
over the last several years. 

He said that a few years ago the cooperative had one 
of the highest wholesale power costs in Illinois, but now 
enjoys one of the lowest wholesale rates among the 21 
electric distribution cooperatives that make up the 
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Soyland Power Cooperative federation. 
General manager Dorland W. Smith said the merger 

of Soyland Power Cooperative and Western Illinois 
Power Cooperative (WIPCO) and WIPCO debt restruc¬ 
turing and refinancing had a significant effect on the 
wholesale power cost paid by Menard and other 
members of Soyland and WIPCO. 

“Of course, the lowering of Menard’s rate has not 
been just from the restructuring of WIPCO’s debt and 
savings from the Soyland-WIPCO merger,” Bell said. 
“Menard’s load management and interruptible service 
programs have enabled our cooperative to earn a bet- 

(Continued on page 12d) 



Attendance prizes — 
52nd annual meeting 
Menard Electric Cooperative 
June 10, 1989 

Supplier gifts 
Brownstown Electric—54 quart Ice Chest—Donald Henrikson, Springfield 
Burton Tree—Black 8c Decker Hedge Trimmer—Louis A. Hamann, Green Valley 
Dalum’s Utility—Six caps—James Winkelman, Easton; Earl V. Murdock, Kilbourne; Thomas W. Hollinshead, 

Williamsville; Donna M. Hayes, Topeka; Curtis Kruse, Petersburg, and Irene Bennett, Athens 
Electric Lab—Electronic Alarm Clock—Margaret Schirding, Petersburg 
R.R. Kinyon—GE Clock radio—Richard Showalter, Easton 
U.S. Electric—Multi-outlet—Dale Demonbrun, Oakford 
U.S. Pole & Supply—Popcorn Now Air Popper—Phillip L. Martinek, Springfield 
United Utility—Presto Electric Fry Pan—Henrietta Aldag, Chatham 

Menard Electric 
Harold V. Baker 
George Baum 
Ethel M. Coady 
Harold Deverman 
Dewey Dunaway 
Fleck Partnership 
Esther A. Fricke 
G.S. 8c L. Fricke 
Lloyd Friedrich 
Joy Geary 
William J. Graff 
Arno Hahn 
John Hudspeth 
Hickory H. Hurie 
Melvin H. Jacob 
Marjorie E. Liesman 
James R. Lotzgesell 
Robert J. Perkinton 
Ernest Pherigo 
Robert Ranson 
Harold J. Rogers 
John E. Root 
Blanche Tibbs 

W.G. Satorius 
Arnold Westerhold 
Alfred White 
Herman Winkelmann 

Proxy Prizes 
William Abbott 
Ronald L. Garman 
Imogene Hornback 
Randy Peet 
Thomas E. Streder 

Cooperative Pri 
Kilbourne 
Petersburg 
Middletown 
Greenview 
Springfield 
Buffalo 
Petersburg 
Petersburg 
Havana 
Cantrall 
Middletown 
Havana 
Petersburg 
Tallula 
Green Valley 
Middletown 
Decatur 
Petersburg 
Havana 
Kilbourne 
Petersburg 
Petersburg 
Petersburg 
Petersburg 
Dawson 
Petersburg 
Tallula 

Chandlerville 
Forest City 
Springfield 
Athens 
Pleasant Plains 

West Bend Electric Griddle 
2- slice Toaster 
Jigsaw (Early Bird) 
Moist Heat Band w/Cold Pack 
Electric Ice Cream Freezer 
Rival Can Opener 
Automatic Drip Coffeemaker 
West Bend Electric Juicer 
Gallon Jug and Ice Chest Combo 
Sunbeam Wall Clock 
Hamilton Beach Electric Knife 
Sunbeam Wall Clock 
Cordless Screwdriver 
Norelco Steam Dry Iron 
West Bend Food Chopper 
1500 Watt Styler/Dryer 
Automatic Drip Coffeemaker 
Automatic Hot Air Corn Popper 
3- speed Electric Fan 
West Bend Hot Pot 
3-speed Hand Mixer 
16 foot Booster Cables 
Hamilton Beach Electric Knife 
Northern Heating Pad 
3-speed Hand Mixer 
Rival Can Opener 
Magnavox Clock Radio 

Norelco Steam Dry Iron 
Norelco Steam Dry Iron 
Norelco Steam Dry Iron 
Norelco Steam Dry Iron 
Norelco Steam Dry Iron 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its monthly meeting June 26, 1989, in the offices 
at Petersburg. The meeting was called to order at 6 p.m. 
by president Morris L. Bell. Directors present in addi¬ 
tion to Bell were Edward L. Allspach, Michael E. Carls, 
Carroll F. Cline, Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. Martin and 
James G. Graff. Also present were manager Borland 
W. Smith, staff member Earl L. Pillsbury and attorneys 
Charles K. Smith Homer J. Tice. 

The agenda for the meeting was approved and the 
minutes of the May 22, 1989, board meeting were 
approved as presented and mailed to the board. 
Manager Smith then presented the operating report 
for the month of May 1989. He pointed out that 
kilowatt-hours for the month and year-to-date were 
approximately two million behind budget. However, 
power purchases were off a corresponding number and 
therefore the actual margins were right on target. 
Manager Smith also reviewed the variances in mainte¬ 
nance expense in detail to the board for the current 
month and also for the year. The Outage Summary for 
the month of May showed fewer hours than for May 
1988. The Safety Report showed no injuries or illnesses 
for the month of May 1989. Manager Smith advised the 
board that the Safety Coordinator was beginning to 
work toward the Cooperative being safety accredited 
with NRECA. This is a program that recognizes those 
Cooperatives that have a sound safety program. 
Manager Smith requested the board’s permission 

to attend the Manager’s Conference to be held in 
Lexington, Kentucky, in August. Smith then responded 
to questions from the board and thereafter the 
Manager’s Report was approved. 

Earl Pillsbury and the Annual Meeting Committee 
reviewed with the board the recent annual meeting. 
The board commended all of the employees for their 
dedication and assistance at the annual meeting. 

The board then elected delegates to the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives Annual Meeting for 
August, the Region V NRECA and District V CFC 
meetings to be held in Green Bay, Wisconsin, in 
September, and the delegates to attend the NRECA 

annual meeting to be held in Orlando, Florida, in 
February. The board also elected the board member 
and alternate to the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives and to Soyland Power Cooperative board 
of directors. President Bell then appointed the various 
board members to the standing committees for the year 
1989 through June 1990. 

Attorney Tice reviewed for the board the amended 
complaint in the FRIER II litigation. He also reported 
to the board on the status of the situation with the 
Village of Riverton. 

Attorney Smith advised the board that the judge had 
denied the amended complaint of Cole Energy and had 
dismissed the case. 

Manager Smith discussed with the board recent 
activities in the Corn Belt and Menard discussions. 

President Bell reviewed the activities of the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives and asked for two 
actions from the board. First, for board approval of the 
annual dues to the association and second to approve 
contributing to the Continuing Education Program. 
The board approved both requests. 

Director Carls reported on the Soyland activities and 
indicated that the Clinton plant was coming back on 
line after refueling and indicated they had some addi¬ 
tional difficulties but it should be available for the 
Cooperative’s summer load. 

The uncollectible accounts, as presented for writeoff, 
were approved and agreements for electric service with 
four members were also approved. 

The Inventory of Work Orders for May 1989 were 
approved and the payment of bills as per the list of 
checks presented to the board was also approved. 

The list of Memberships and the Special Occasion 
Vouchers for the month of May were approved by the 
board. 

Under other business, manager Smith reported on 
the final summary of the ENR Energy Grant Program, 
indicating to the board that 69 members received 
grants totalling $97,323. He requested, and the board 
approved, the purchase and installation of a used hoist 
to be put on a flat bed truck. He also asked the board 
to approve the rate schedule for the Joint Pole Use 
Agreement with Illinois Power. After due considera¬ 
tion, the board approved the Joint Pole Use. 

There being no further business the meeting was 
adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

(Continued from page 12b) 

ter wholesale rate, too.” 
Smith said that a variety of load management pro¬ 

grams have allowed the cooperative to increase 
kilowatt-hour sales by approximately 10 percent during 
the past year and keep demand peaks at the same or 
lower levels than they have been in previous years. He 
added that the cooperative expects to connect more 
than 20 new irrigation systems this year, all to be on 
the cooperative’s load management program. 
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Robert I. Brauer of Oakford, treasurer of the Menard 
board, said that revenue in 1988 reached more than 
$12.8 million and margins for the year reached 
$862,517. Brauer said margins were higher than an¬ 
ticipated in 1988 because of reduced wholesale power 
costs and increased sales. 

Bell commented that with owner equity in the 
cooperative approaching 40 percent, the board is again 
planning to retire capital credits for members at some 
time in the near future. 



Co-op Comments 

David and Audrey Atterberry celebrated their 35th 
wedding anniversary August 8. Dave is an area ser¬ 
viceman for your Cooperative in the Riverton, Dawson 
and Mechanicsburg areas. 

On August 19, Randolph Avery celebrated 15 years 
of service with your Cooperative. Randy is a leadman 
and is a valuable part of our service team. 

Summer is almost over and soon children across the 
country will be returning to school. This means that 
children will be walking, riding their bikes, and com¬ 
muting on school buses on their daily trek back to the 
classroom. We at Menard Electric Cooperative would 
like to ask all of our members to give special considera¬ 
tion when approaching school crossings and school 
buses. Being extra careful when approaching these 
areas will help to make this school year a safe year. 

If you are interested in installing a new air condi¬ 
tioner in you home, call the Cooperative and check out 
the advantages of a heat pump. We think you will be 
surprised. 

Office closing 
The Cooperative office will be closed on 

Monday, September 4, 1989, in observance of 
Labor Day. 

Water heater rebate program 
Many Menard Electric members have already taken 

advantage of the co-op’s electric water heater rebate 
program, and many others will in the next few months. 
For those members who are unfamiliar with this pro¬ 
gram, this is how it works. 

Any member who replaces an existing water heater 
with a new electric model will receive a one-time pay¬ 
ment from the Cooperative of $150. The water heater 
must have a minimum storage capacity of 40 gallons 
in order to qualify for the program and must meet 

ASHRAE 90 standards. 
Before the member can receive the $150 rebate, the 

member must first provide the Cooperative with the 
proper sales information and/or sales receipt from the 
dealer. The receipt should contain the size, type, brand, 

model number and number of heating elements. A 
Cooperative employee will then be sent to visually 
verify the installation and the fact that the water heater 
meets ASHRAE 90 standards. 

If you have any questions about this program or have 
recently installed a new Electric water heater, contact 
the Member Services Department, or complete the 
following information and return it to your 

Cooperative. 

Name Acct. No. 

Phone No. 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its monthly meeting July 24, 1989, in the offices 
at Petersburg. The meeting was called to order at 6 p.m. 
by president Morris L. Bell. Directors present in addi¬ 
tion to Bell were Meredith L. Worner, Edward L. 
Allspach, Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. Cline, Robert I. 
Brauer, Gary L. Martin and Warren D. Goetsch. Direc¬ 
tor James G. Graff was not present. Also present were 
manager Dorland W. Smith; staff assistant Gerald E. 
Hedberg; system engineer David H. Crosnoe, and 
attorneys Charles K. Smith and Homer J. Tice. 

The agenda for the meeting was approved and the 
minutes of the June 10, 1989, organizational meeting, 
held after the annual meeting, were approved as 
presented and mailed to the board and also the 
minutes of the June 26, 1989, board meeting were 
approved as presented and mailed to the board. 

System engineer David Crosnoe presented to the 
board for their consideration the proposed update to 
the SCADA/Load Management Systems. Crosnoe 
reviewed for the board the history of the current 
SCADA and Load Management Systems and their 
evolution to the present state. He presented to the 
board a proposal for a new system as a replacement, 
which not only would provide the necessary data from 
all substations on a timely basis, but would also inter¬ 
face with the load management equipment currently 
installed. He also advised the board that the updating 

of the SCADA/Load Management system was in the 
annual work plan and was a budgeted item this year 
but requested board approval for the purchase and 
installation of the new system. After discussion, the 

board approved the purchase and installation of the 
new SCADA/Load Management equipment. 

Manager Smith presented the Operating Report for 
the month of June 1989. He pointed out to the board 
that kilowatt-hours both purchased and sold were 
behind budget, however, the actual margins for the 
year-to-date were in line with the budget. The Outage 
Summary for the month of June shows the number of 
outages exceeded the same month last year. Manager 
Smith commented, however, that there were more 
storms during this period in 1989 than for the same 
period last year. The Safety Report indicated no 
injuries or illnesses for the month of June 1989. 
Manager Smith responded to several questions from 

the board and thereafter the Manager’s Report was 
approved. 

The report on the Electric Heat Rebate for the winter 
1988/89 was presented to the board and the board 
authorized the certification by the president of the 
expenditures of these funds to Soyland. Manager Smith 

then requested the board to continue the Electric Heat 
Rebate Program for the winter of 1989/90 in the same 
fashion as during the past three years. He also stated 
it is expected that Soyland will provide some funds for 
this program, however, the board considered con- 
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tinuing this program even if Soyland did not. The 
board approved the Electric Heat Rebate Program for 
the winter 1989/90. 

Attorney Tice reported to the board on the various 
items of litigation and also presented a detailed report 
on the NRECA Territorial Integrity Conference, which 
he attended in Nashville. 

The board considered the meeting dates and times 
for the board meetings for 1989/90. The meetings will 
be held on the fourth Monday each month except for 
those months where there are conflicts with holidays. 
Times for the meetings will be 6 p.m. Daylight Savings 
Time except for the months of November, December, 
January, February and March, in which the board will 
meet at 1 p.m. Central Standard Time. 

The board considered bids on fencing for the prop¬ 
erty east of the Cooperative office along the railroad 
tracks and awarded the bid to Goodman Fence, Inc. 

Manager Smith reported to the board on activities 
in regard to Corn Belt/Menard discussions. 

Manager Smith summarized CFC’s Integrity Fund 
Report verifying the funds the Cooperative has in¬ 
vested in the Integrity Fund, the expenditures, and 
interest earned. 

President Bell reported on the recent activities of the 
AIEC, reminding the board that the AIEC annual 
meeting will be held August 8, 9 and 10 at the Holiday 
Inn East in Springfield. The board approved the atten¬ 
dance of an employee for the Silver Anniversary Lun¬ 
cheon and the employees who will be recognized that 
afternoon for earning their supervisory certificates. In 
addition to the general items on the AIEC report presi¬ 
dent Bell discussed with the board the proposed change 
in the REA field auditors by REA and the board 
adopted a resolution requesting the Secretary of the 
Department of Agriculture to reconsider his actions 
in requiring the cooperatives to provide their own 
auditors for loan fund audits. The board adopted this 
resolution and instructed manager Smith to send 
copies of the Resolution to the Congressmen repre¬ 
senting the Cooperative area and to Senators Dixon 
and Simon. 

Director Carls repotted on the Soyland activities for 

the past month. He also advised the board of the 
Soyland annual meeting to be held the afternoon of 
August 10 at 1 p.m. at the Holiday Inn East, following 
the AIEC annual meeting. 

The Special Services Report for the second quarter, 
April through June 1989 was approved as presented. 

The board reviewed the Uncollectible Accounts for 
writeoff and approved the list as presented. 

Agreements for Electric Service for several members 

were approved and the Inventory of Work Orders for 
June 1989 was also approved. 

The board approved the payment of invoices as 
represented by the list of checks mailed to the board. 

Membership applications as presented to the board 



How does a closed loop 
heat pump work? 

The ground source heat pump is a self-contained 
unit that provides cooling in the summer and supplies 
heat in the winter. It is designed to use the energy of 
the earth to condition the air in the home. 

The ground-source heat pump is a heat recovery 
system that achieves an energy efficiency level far 
beyond other heating and cooling systems. 

The ground source heat pump system consists of 
three basic components: the heat pump unit, a fluid 
supply and pumps to circulate the fluid through the 
pipe. 

In the closed-loop system, a solution continually runs 
through special plastic pipe buried beneath the surface 
of the earth. This pipe loop is connected to the heat 
pump unit. 

Fluid is circulated through the loop, extracting free 
heat available from the earth during the winter. This 
fluid is then circulated through a heat exchanger which 
transfers the heat to the air in the home. 

This cycle is reversed during the cooling season. The 
heat pump removes the heat from the interior of the 
home and transfers it to the loop via the heat ex¬ 
changer. As the fluid is circulated through the loop, 
the earth’s natural cooling effect absorbs the heat to 
provide efficient, economical cooling. 

In addition to heating and cooling, the unit is con¬ 
nected to the water heater. Therefore, when the the 
unit is not using its full capacity to heat the home, it 
is heating water. In the summer months, when the unit 
is cooling the home, virtually 100 percent of the 
family’s hot water requirements are met by this efficient 
heat pump. 

Be electrically safe 
Familiarize yourself with the location of the main 

electric panel in your home. Know what it does and 
how it operates to protect the occupants from the 
hazard of electric shock. 

Take care not to stack objects in front of the panel 
location. Quick and easy access to the panel during an 
emergency is imperative. 

Also: 
1. don’t oversize protective circuit fuses 
2. never pull on the wire of an appliance or exten¬ 

sion cord—grasp the plug end firmly and pull to 
remove it from the receptacle. 

3. do not position extension cords beneath carpet or 
throw rugs 

4. use an extension cord of the proper wire size 
5. do not touch electric fixtures or appliances when 

you are wet or standing on a damp surface. 

Electricity use continues even while on vacation 
A question commonly asked by our members during 

the summer months: “My family and I were on vaca¬ 
tion for two weeks last month. Why isn’t my electric 
bill lower than usual?” 

This is a difficult question to answer because there 
are a number of situations which could have con¬ 
tributed to the bill remaining higher than was an¬ 
ticipated. One is, the days you were away from home 
may have fallen between two billing periods. Another 
cause could have been an increased use of the air con¬ 
ditioner or washer and dryer before or after your vaca¬ 
tion. Keep in mind that while you are away there are 
still some appliances that continue to operate such as 

your refrigerator, freezer, water heater, and possibly 
your air conditioner or furnace. 

To save energy while you are away, you can turn your 
air conditioner off or at least set the thermostat at a 
higher setting. You can also turn off or turn down the 
thermostat on your water heater, and you can use 
timers on your lights instead of leaving them on all day. 

As you can see there are a number of variables which 
may have contributed to your usage and these are only 
a few possibilities. If you have any questions or com¬ 
ments about your bill once you return home, please 

contact the Cooperative office. 

for June 1989 were approved and the Directors Special 
Occasion Vouchers for the past month were approved. 

Under “Other Business” manager Smith discussed 

the need for roofing repairs on the Cooperative 
buildings and the board approved the Building Com¬ 

mittee to make the necessary decision on the repairs 
to be done and the contractor to be employed. 

There being no other business the meeting ad¬ 
journed at 10:30 p.m. 
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Meet your employees 

Marcel Verreault 
Marcel Verreault began work¬ 

ing for your Cooperative on 
July 24, 1972, as a journeyman 
lineman. Over the years he has 
proven himself with all assign¬ 
ments and currently holds the 
position of a leadman. Marcel 
takes great pride and satisfaction 
in his work and it certainly 
shows. 

Marcel and his wife, Denise, 
are fellow members of your 
Cooperative living at rural 
Petersburg. They have one 
son, Steven and are anxiously 
awaiting their first grandchild. 

During his time off, Marcel 
enjoys playing pool, a good 
game of cards and watching ice 
hockey. He also enjoys water 
skiing, fishing and loves to travel 
with his wife, especially if it 
includes summer vacations on 
his motorcycle. 

Verreault 

M. Suzanne Freeland 
M. Suzanne Freeland began 

working for your Cooperative on 
April 10, 1978. During the past 
11 years, Suzanne has proven to 
be a tremendous asset in our 
Data Entry Department. She is a 
data input operator which in¬ 
cludes entering billing informa¬ 
tion, running reports, and keep¬ 
ing the information held in our 

computer current and up-to-date. 
She currently lives in Peters¬ 

burg. In her spare time she en¬ 
joys bicycling, swimming and 
crocheting. Sue also enjoys win¬ 
dow shopping for antiques and 
is an avid collector of koalas. She 
also loves to travel. 

Sue is a friendly person who is 
not only fun to be around but is 
also a pleasure to work with. 

Save up to $144 a year with electric 
water heater load management program 

This program is designed to save members of 
Menard Electric money. Reducing the peak demands 
during the months of January, February, July, August 
and December, will enable your Cooperative to reduce 
our wholesale power costs and hopefully will delay the 
need for additional generating plants. 

In order to accomplish this peak reduction, your 
Cooperative places a radio-controlled device on the 
water heater and. when our system loads become too 
high during the months mentioned above, a radio 
signal is sent to the control device to shut the heating 
elements off. The heating elements will be shut off for 
periods of no more than four (4) hours a day, but only 
during the above months and only if reductions are 
necessary. Even though your heating elements are 

being controlled, you still will have access to the hot 
water that is already stored in the storage tank. 

Members who place the control on their water heater 
will receive a reduction in their bill of 3 cents per 
kilowatt-hour for every kilowatt-hour used between 
600-1,000 with a maximum monthly credit of $12.00. 
So if you are interested in saving up to $144 a year on 
your electric bill, please complete the following infor¬ 
mation and return this coupon to the Cooperative. 

Signature of Member 

Address 

Account Number 

Daytime Telephone No. 
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Co-op Comments 

The cold days of winter are just around the corner. 
Now would be a good time to replace the filter in your 
forced air furnace. It is also a good time to plan your 
weatherization improvements so that you will stay 
warm this winter at the lowest possible cost. If you have 
any questions about what item to improve contact your 
Cooperative’s Member Services Department. 

Many of our members have seen articles about air- 
to-air heat pumps and geothermal heating and cooling 
systems and how efficient they are to operate, yet still 
have questions. Why not call your Cooperative today 
and let us help answer all your questions. We think 
what you will learn will surprise you. 

Watch for 
meter reader 
on these 
dates 

September 1989 
S M T W T F S 

1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17118 19 20121 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

October 1989 
S M T W T F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

November 1989 
S M T W T F S 

12 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 1011 

15 16 17118 19 20121 12 13 14 15 16IT71SI 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31 

|19 20|21 22 23 2425 
26 27 28 29 30 

Many Menard members try to assist meter readers 
by making the meter more accessible during the 
scheduled meter reading dates each month. However, 
before members can make the necessary adjustments, 
they must first know what those dates are. Above 
are calendars showing the September, October and 

November meter reading dates. Any assistance you 
can give to the meter reader would certainly be 
appreciated. 

Don't let a pole 
hitch a ride 

This is the season that all farmers wait anxiously for, 
the time when all their hard work can pay off and this 
year’s crops can be harvested. However, this is also the 
time of year your Cooperative sees an increase in guy 
wire, pole and line damage. 

We realize that you have important things on your 
mind ... to get your crops out of the field and to the 
market place as soon as possible. This is a feeling that 
Menard Electric understands and shares with you. 

However, today’s equipment is larger and puts the 

operator of the vehicle farther away from hazards and 
obstacles around the perimeter of the field. This makes 
it easier to overlook guy wires and other objects hiding 
in the edge of the field. 

This year do us both a favor. Check for hazards 
before you start to harvest your crops or move the 
irrigation system. This is even more important if you 
have new employees helping this season. 

Don’t let that pole or guy wire hitch a ride on your 
equipment this year. 

Warren Musch (standing in the trench) of rural Virginia 
helps employees of Henson Robinson in Jacksonville 
install his new geothermal heating and cooling system. 
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Meet your employees 
Terry L. Cutright 

Terry L. Cutright began work¬ 
ing for your Cooperative on 
March 3, 1972, as an apprentice 
lineman. Currently Terry is a 
leadman for your Cooperative 
and has proven to be a valuable 
asset in our outside operations. 

Terry and his wife Jane live in 
Petersburg and are very proud of 
both of their children, Melanie 
and Jason. 

While Terry is off duty he is 
busy with a number of civic 
organizations. He is also a volun¬ 
teer firefighter for the town 
of Petersburg and helps his 
wife put together and publish 
the Petersburg Observer, a 
weekly newspaper. His wife, Jane, 
is the managing editor. 

On those rare occasions when 
Terry finds that he has some free 
time he enjoys spending it in 
the rugged outdoors, hunting, 
fishing and canoeing. Terry is 
also an avid Cub fan who is 
thoroughly enjoying this year’s 
baseball season. 

So, it is easy to see why Terry 
is valued, admired and respected 
in the community of Petersburg 
as well as here at Menard Electric 
Cooperative. 

Cutright 

Darlene M. McGee 
Darlene M. McGee reported to 

your Cooperative for her first 
day on October 29, 1979 as a 
temporary employee. On June 1, 
1980, she was placed on the 
payroll as a fulltime permanent 
employee. Her responsibilities 
have not changed much over the 
last 10 years but through her 
wonderful work ethics and 
friendly personality she has 
proven to be almost irreplace¬ 
able. Darlene helps to store 
records, process payroll, helps 
in sending monthly bills and 
covering for whom ever is absent 

McGee 

on a given day. 
Darlene lives in Petersburg 

with her husband Gene. They 
have two children, Gena and 
Dara and are the proud grand¬ 
parents of two. 

During Darlene’s time off she 
enjoys reading, baking, baby¬ 
sitting her grandchildren and 
going to the movies with her hus¬ 
band. That means she also enjoys 
going out to dinner before or 
after the movie! 

Darlene has a wonderful sense 
of humor and is liked by every¬ 
one she meets so it is no wonder 
she is always seen smiling. 

Research efforts seek to boost farm efficiency 
Two national utility organizations have agreed to 

fund four new electric research projects to increase the 
efficiency and reliability of farming and ranching 
operations. 

The projects will be funded in 1989 and 1990 by the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association in 
Washington, D.C., which represents 1,000 consumer- 

owned utilities in 46 states, and the Electric Power 
Research Institute of Palo Alto, California, the research 

and development arm of the U.S. electric utility 
industry. 

The four projects would: 
—investigate ways to regulate the speed of vacuum 

pumps in dairy milking in hopes of lowering energy 
use and reduced electrical demand; 

—improve the energy efficiency of fans used in hog, 
poultry, beef or milk production buildings; 

—look for more efficient way to run irrigation 
systems that are switched on and off to comply with 
utility load control programs; and 

—seek solutions to equipment damage by lightning 
and power disruptions. 

The projects, which will be conducted at different 
state universities, will be directed by the National Food 
& Energy Council of Columbia, Missouri. 

Ken McFate, president of the National Food and 
Energy Council says, “Results from these projects could 
affect all types of agriculture, much of the food we eat, 
and significantly meet the objectives of this unique 
industry-university effort.” 
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Empty house, but electric usage still high 
One of the most confusing situations to member- 

owners occurs when, after being away from home a 
week or two, they return to find the electric usage hasn’t 
changed much at all. The fact is: An empty house can 
consume just as much energy as a full one. 

An empty house kept at 55 degrees won’t use much 
less energy for heating than an occupied house kept 
at 68 degrees. Clothes drying, cooking, baths, even body 
heat, all contribute heat energy. An empty house 

doesn’t have these heating agents to help maintain the 
55-degree setting. 

It’s even possible for electric usage to increase above 
normal patterns when a member leaves. For example, 
if a member stays home during a month with mild 
weather, his electric bill may be in the normal range. 
If the next month he leaves and the temperature drops, 
he could be in for a shock when he returns. 

Poles are not for signs 
Over the past few months seeing signs attached to 

utility poles owned by your Cooperative has become 
a common occurrence. Many people don’t see any 
harm in doing this, figuring that the Cooperative 
doesn’t use the lower part of the pole, just the top 
where the lines are attached. 

This kind of thinking could not be further from the 
truth. One of the ways linemen are most frequently 
injured is while they are climbing a pole. Signs on the 
pole, secured by nails or stables increase the risk of 
falling. As the lineman climbs the pole he may not see 
the nails or stables anchored into the pole. If one or 
both of the spikes which are attached to his shoes were 
to come into contact with these foreign objects the 
lineman could lose his footing and fall from the pole. 
This could cause serious injury to the lineman and 
ultimately cost the co-op money through lost time, etc. 

So next time you want to put up a sign give the 
lineman in your area special consideration and don’t 
put it on a utility pole. 

Meter reader application 
Menard Electric Cooperative is now taking appli¬ 

cations for meter readers throughout our service 
territory. At the present time we do not have any posi¬ 
tions open but from time to time readers do resign. 
Once this occurs we would like to be able to refer back 
to a list of applications which we would keep on file. 

If you are interested please complete the following 
information and return it to your Cooperative office. 
Once received we will mail you a formal application 
to be placed on file for future reference. 

Name 

Address 

Daytime phone number 

Account number 

Electric heat rebate back for 1989-90 
During the July board meeting your directors de¬ 

cided to continue the electric heat rebate for this 
coming winter season. As you may recall, rebates will 
be given to all members who use electricity as their 
primary source of heat. This years rebate will remain 
at 4.4 cents per kwh for every kwh used over 1000 
during the months of December, January and February. 

For those members who have recently installed elec¬ 
tric heat as there primary source and would like to 

receive this years rebate, we ask that you complete the 
following information and return it to your Coopera¬ 
tive. A Cooperative employee will then be dispatched 
to your residence to visually verify the new heating 
system and add your name to the 1989-90 list of 
recipients. Members who have already completed 
this procedure will not be required to resubmit the 
following. 

1 have one of the following as a primary source of heat. 
  Electric baseboard   Air-to-air heat pump 

  Ceiling cable   Closed loop heat pump 

  Electric furnace 

NAME  ADDRESS 

ACCOUNT NUMBER PHONE # 
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Board meeting report 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 
held its monthly meeting August 28,1989, in the offices 
at Petersburg. The meeting was called to order at 6 p.m. 
by president Morris L. Bell. Directors present in addi¬ 
tion to Bell were Meredith L. Worner, Edward L. 
Allspach, Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. Cline, Robert I. 
Brauer, Gary L. Martin, Warren D. Goetsch and James 
G. Graff. Also present were manager Borland W. Smith; 
special services coordinator Earl L. Pillsbury, and 
attorney Charles K. Smith. 

The agenda for the meeting was approved and the 
minutes of the July 24, 1989, meeting were approved 
as presented and mailed to the board. Manager Smith 
presented the Operating Report for the month of July 
1989. He commented that the monthly expenses, 
including cost of power, were very close to the monthly 
budget. Operating revenue was greater than the 
amount budgeted, therefore, giving excess margins for 
the month of July of approximately $100,000. He then 
reviewed the year-to-date figures with the board and 
these are also close to the budget. Margins are approxi¬ 
mately $100,000 over budget year-to-date. He spent a 
few minutes explaining in detail the variances for 
several items on the budget as to the reasons why they 
were over or under the budgeted amount. The Outage 
Summary for the month of July shows approximately 
the same number of outages and outage hours as the 
same period last year. Total outage hours and average 
outage hours per consumer for year-to-date is substan¬ 
tially less than for 1988. The Safety Report shows one 
lost time accident for the month of July. This is the first 
recordable case for 1989 and also the first lost time 
accident for the year. Manager Smith then made several 
comments in regard to the Accounts Receivable and 
reported that he had received a favorable letter in 
regard to the board Resolution last month requesting 
the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture to 
reconsider the change in the REA Field Auditors’ duties 
and responsibilities. 

The Labor Committee then reported on the wage 
recommendations for the year 1989-90 and also policy 

adjustments in regard to fringe benefits. After con¬ 
sideration the board adopted the Labor Committee’s 
recommendations. 

Building Committee chairman Edward Allspach 
reported that the Building Committee had inspected 
the recent work done on the roofs of the Cooperative’s 
buildings, the painting and fencing. He also reported 
that quotes have been taken on painting the roof of 
the metal building south of town and the board ap¬ 
proved the Building Committee’s recommendation. 

Attorney Smith reported to the board on the prog¬ 

ress and conclusions on several items of litigation in 
which the Cooperative is involved. 

President Bell and manager Smith reported on the 
recent joint meeting of the Corn Belt and Menard 
boards and of their recent information forwarded from 
the Rural Electrification Administration. After much 
discussion and consideration, the board adopted a 
Resolution amending their Resolution of September 
1988 to be sent to the Rural Electrification Administration. 

Directors attending the recent Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperative’s annual meeting made their com¬ 
ments on the success of this meeting. 

Attorney Smith reviewed for the board various items 
that were discussed at the legal seminar he recently 
attended. 

President Bell reported on the AIEC activities and 
made note that a new brochure outlining the Con¬ 
tinuing Education Courses to be given this fall and 
winter were included in the board packet. He requested 
the board review these and make plans to attend those 
sessions in regard to the board of directors. 

Director Carls reported on the recent Soyland 
activities, which included the recent Soyland annual 
meeting. Each director had been given a copy of the 
Soyland annual report, which included the final finan¬ 
cial and statistical report of Western Illinois Power 
Cooperative. 

The board reviewed the Uncollectible Accounts for 
write off and approved the list as presented. 

Agreements for electric service for several members 
were approved and the Inventory of Work Orders for 
July 1989 were also approved. 

The board approved the payment of invoices as 
represented by the list of checks mailed to the board. 
Membership applications as mailed to the board with 
their notice of the meeting were also approved. 

The director’s special occasion vouchers for the 
month of July were approved. 

Under “Other Business” manager Smith commented 
that the new digger derrick truck had been recently 
placed in service and was in the warehouse garage. He 
also requested permission to advertise the truck it 
replaced for sale and the board approved the manager 
making arrangements to retire this truck. Manager 
Smith presented a proposal for the use of an “800” 
number for the Cooperative members making long 

distance calls to the Cooperative. After some discussion 
and consideration the board authorized the manager 
to go ahead with the installation of an 800 number for 
the Cooperative. 

There being no other business, the meeting ad¬ 
journed at 10:30 p.m. 
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Co-op Comments 

Warren D. Goetsch has accepted a position as Bureau 
Chief, Bureau of Laboratories, with the Illinois Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture in Springfield. Previously Warren 
served as an Extension Area Engineer with Cooperative 
Extension Services of the University of Illinois, College 
of Agriculture. Warren is a director of your Coopera¬ 
tive and is currently the vice president of your board. 

James and Phyllis Haddick will be celebrating their 
20th wedding anniversary November 15. Jim is a 
groundman-truck driver for your Cooperative. 

Halloween is October 31 and as we all know, this is 
the day when all the little ghosts and goblins come out 
for trick or treats. This is also the day when everyone 
needs to take just a few more moments to ensure the 
safety of our children. We at Menard Electric would 
like to wish every one a happy and safe Halloween. 

With Jack Frost just around the corner, many mem¬ 
bers are considering installing new heating systems. 
One of the systems considered frequently is a geother¬ 
mal heating and cooling system, which provides safe, 
clean heating and cooling with the highest efficiency 
rating on the market. In addition to this, your Coopera¬ 

tive will give any member installing a geothermal 
heating system a rebate of $333 per cooling ton. If you 
are interested in finding out more information please 
contact the Member Services Department at your 
Cooperative office. 

Your Cooperative is currently testing all single-phase 
meters in the Beardstown and Virginia areas. 

New 1-800 Number 
Menard Electric Cooperative is happy to 

announce the arrival of its new 800 number. By 
dialing 1-800-872-1203, members can contact the 
cooperative office without having to pay for a 
long-distance call. The 800 number is in opera¬ 
tion, and we invite all members living outside the 
Petersburg area to use it when they call. Members 
living in the 217 area code and having the 
telephone number prefixes of 632, 634, 635, and 
636 should still use the number of 217/632-7746 
day or night. 

1-800-872-1203 
or 

217/632-7746 
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Board meeting report 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 
held its monthly meeting September 25, 1989, in the 
offices at Petersburg. The meeting was called to order 
at 6 p.m. by president Morris L. Bell. Directors present 
in addition to Bell were Meredith L. Worner, Michael 
E. Carls, Carroll F. Cline, Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. 
Martin, Warren D. Goetsch andjames G. Graff. Direc¬ 
tor Edward L. Allspach was absent. Also present were 
manager Dorland W. Smith; special services coor¬ 
dinator Earl L. Pillsbury, staff assistant Gerald E. 
Hedberg and attorney Charles K. Smith. 

The agenda for the meeting was approved and the 
minutes of the August 28,1989, meeting were approved 
as presented and mailed to the board. Also the minutes 
of the September 7, 1989, special board meeting were 
approved as presented and mailed to the board. 
Manager Smith then presented the Operating Report 
for the month of August 1989. He commented that the 
monthly expenses and the year-to-date expenses were 
very close to the budget amounts. Overall margins for 
the year are exceeding budget by approximately 
$100,000. He explained in detail the variance on tax 
expense and reminded the board that a credit had been 
received from the Illinois Department of Revenue. This 
was due to the invested capital tax change in accoun¬ 
ting procedures for invested capital. The Outage Sum¬ 
mary for the month of August shows approximately the 
same number of outages and consumer outage hours 
as the same period last year; however, year-to-date 
outages are slightly less than 1988. The Safety Report 
shows no lost time accidents for the month of August, 
however, there were two recordable cases of poison ivy 
or poison oak. Manager Smith reviewed with the board 
the results of the summer 1989 load management and 
indicated to the board the number of hours irrigation 
systems were interrupted. The interruptions allowed 
the Cooperative to accomplish a reduction of about 
seven megawatts in the Cooperative’s overall kilowatt 
demand for the months of July and August 1989. 

The board reviewed REA’s Borrower’s Statistical Pro¬ 
file and CFC’s Key Ratio Trend Analysis. Manager 
Smith went over in detail with the board the items of 

these two statistical analysis of the operations of the 
Cooperative for 1988. He also answered numerous 
questions from the board in regard to these ratios. 

The board considered the application for a line of 
credit with CFC and approved a resolution requesting 
a $500,000 line of credit with CFC. 

President Bell and manager Smith commented on 
the recent discussions with Corn Belt in regard to Corn 
Belt and Menard’s possible consolidation. 

A policy on group hospitalization and major medical 
insurance for the employees was considered and 
adopted for first reading. 

President Bell and manager Smith reported on the 
recent REA and CFC Region V meeting held in Green 
Bay, Wisconsin. Manager Smith reported that the 
NRECA resolutions had included a resolution for the 
revision of the NRECA dues formula and this was 
adopted with some amendments. 

The Soyland report was given by manager Smith for 
the recent Soyland board activities. 

The Uncollectible Accounts list was reviewed by the 
board and the write-off of the list as presented was 
approved. 

The board approved agreements for electric service 
for several members, and the Inventory of Work Orders 
for August 1989 was also approved. The board ap¬ 
proved the payment of invoices as represented by the 
list of checks mailed to the board. Membership applica¬ 
tions were approved as mailed with the notice of the 
meeting. 

The Directors Special Occasion Vouchers for the 
month of August were approved. 

Under other business manager Smith informed the 
board that the “800” number for the Cooperative 
was in place and that members calling outside the 
Petersburg Oakford, Athens and Tallula exchanges 
could now call the office toll free at: 1-800-872-1203. 
Manager Smith and attorney Smith apprised the board 
of the current situation in the litigation with the Village 
of Riverton and commented on the FRIER II litigation. 

There being no further business the meeting 
adjourned at 10 p.m. 
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Office closing 
Your Cooperative office will be closed Friday, 

November 10, in observance of Veterans Day. 
The office will reopen and resume normal 
business hours on Monday, November 13. 

Truck for sale 
Your Cooperative is selling a 1981 CMC truck 

with an 8.2 Detroit diesel engine. The truck is also 
equipped with a 1971 boom and a 1971 Telelect 
digger derrick. If you are interested or would like 
more information, please contact the Cooperative 
office during regular business hours Monday 
through Friday. 

Electric water 
heaterprogram 

TO: Menard Electric Cooperative 
P.O. Box 279 (Water Heater Program) 
Petersburg, IL 62675 

I have installed a new Electric Hot Water 
Heater that meets ASHRAE 90 standards in a 
residence served by Menard Electric Cooperative. 

The water heater has a capacity of   
gallons. (Minimum of 40 gallons) 

The new water heater replaced: 

  Electric with Electric 

  New Installation 

  Gas with Electric 

Please send a representative to my home to 
verify the installation. The best time to find some¬ 
one at home is   

I am the homeowner and am entitled to the 
one-time payment for installing an electric water 
heater.   — 

Name   

Address     

Account No. Phone No.  

(Signature of homeowner) 

(Please submit a copy of the sales receipt, 
showing dealer, size, type, brand and certifica¬ 
tion that heater meets standards) 

<38 

Make it a safe 
hunting season 

For many people, fall means hunting season. The 
time of year when outdoorsman’s thoughts turn to the 
challenges of the hunt and the crisp fall morning air. 

Unfortunately, in their enthusiasm to enjoy the out¬ 
doors, hunters sometimes cause interruptions in elec¬ 
tric services and create life-threatening situations by 
interfering with power lines. 

Over-zealous hunters are responsible for broken 
insulators on power lines and other hazardous condi¬ 
tions each year. 

Taking target practice on insulators or birds sitting 
on power lines is not very sporting, and it may even 
be fatal if a line is damaged or broken. Damaged lines 
can snap and fall to the ground while still energized, 
creating a hazard to the hunter and anyone or anything 
walking through the area. 

Also, a random potshot can crack a line insulator, 
leaving damage that may not be noticeable from the 
ground. Over time, the crack can fill with moisture and 
cause a short, leaving members without service until 
the insulator is replaced. 

In some cases, if the insulator is severely damaged, 
the line may become detached from the pole and drop 
to within a few feet of the ground. 

Shooting insulators and other electrical equipment 
is illegal and expensive and adds to your Cooperative’s 
operating expenses. Still, the cost is minimal compared 
to the potential for personal injury or death. 
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Meet your employees 

Randy Avery 
Randy Avery has been an 

employee of Menard Electric 
Cooperative since August 19, 
1974. During the past 15 plus 
years Randy has served your 
Cooperative in a number of dif¬ 
ferent positions beginning in the 
warehouse and has worked his 
way up the ladder to his current 
position as leadman on the line 
crew. Through the knowledge 
and experience he has obtained 
over the years, Randy has proven 
himself to be one of the best. 

Randy and his wife, Georgia, 
live near Petersburg and are the 
proud parents of two: Jodi and 
Tiffany. 

During his time off, Randy 
enjoys attending local youth 
athletic activities such a high 
school football and basketball 
games. He is a big Chicago Bear 
and Chicago Cub fan and enjoys 
a nice, relaxing game of golf or 

Avery 

racketball. However, after seeing 
him play both, it would be any¬ 
thing but relaxing if you were to 
be playing against him. 

Don R. Riser 
Don R. Riser came to your 

Cooperative January 28, 1974, 
as a journeyman lineman. He 
worked for four months with the 
line crew out of Petersburg 
before receiving his current 
assignment as area serviceman 
for the Manito and Forest City 
areas. Don’s enjoyment and com¬ 
mitment to his work has made 

Riser 

him both respected and admired 
by the members in his service 
area and by the employees of 
Menard Electric. 

Don and his wife, Shirley, live 
in Manito. They have three 
children: Tony, Troy and Tami. 

Don enjoys playing golf, 
fishing and traveling whenever 
time allows. He loves to spend 
time with his wife and travel to 
Indiana to visit his children. Don 
and Shirley are big fans of coun¬ 
try dancing and are often seen 
two-stepping the night away at 
many of the area dances. 

Waterbeds increase electric usage 
Most people aren’t aware of the cost of operating a 

waterbed. A waterbed is basically a water heater, 

because a heating pad lies under the water-filled mat¬ 
tress to bring the temperature up to a comfortable level. 
The average heating pad size ranges between 250 and 
400 watts, depending on the size of the bed. 

Some members’ inquiries about high electric usage 
are traced to newly purchased waterbeds that use 
enough electricity to make a sharp increase in your 
electric bill. To determine the impact of a waterbed on 
the bottom line of your bill, you must consider: (1) how 

warm you want the bed; (2) the temperature of the 
room in which the bed is located; and (3) whether the 
waterbed is protected with insulation. 

Many people don’t consider insulating the bed to 
reduce heat loss. Insulation board, such as half inch 
polyurethane, is a good material to use. it will easily 
fit between the mattress and frame and will change the 
height of the bed very little. You must also remember 
to keep the mattress covered completely with warm bed 
coverings, at all times, to help retain the heat in the 
water. The less heat loss from the mattress, the less it 
will cost to operate. 
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Co-op Comments 

Wayne Jones celebrated his 10th year of service with 
Menard Electric Cooperative November 12. Wayne is 
the office manager for your Cooperative. 

Don’t forget Menard Electric has installed a new 
1-800 number that can be used by all members living 
outside the Petersburg area. The new number is 
1-800-872-1203. Members living in area code 217 and 
having the telephone number prefixes of 632, 634, 635 
and 636 should still use the number of 217/632-7746. 

Electric water heater load management 
program can save 

Reducing our peak demands during the months of 
January, February, July, August and December has 
three main objectives: 

• reducing your wholesale power costs, 
• delaying the need for additional generating 

plants, and 
• stabilizing your electric rates. 
In addition to these overall benefits, members 

enrolling in the Cooperative’s water heater load 

you money 
management program will receive a 3.0 cent per 
kilowatt-hour reduction from kilowatt-hour 600-1000. 
This could mean a savings of $144 a year. 

In order to accomplish this peak reduction, your 
Cooperative places a radio-controlled device on the 
Electric water heater. Then when our system loads 
become too high during the months mentioned above, 
a signal is sent to the device, which turns off the heating 
elements. The heating elements will shut off for no 
longer than four hours a day, but only during the above 
months and only if reductions are necessary. Note that 
the heating elements are the only thing being con¬ 
trolled, which means that you will still have access to 
the hot water already stored in the storage tank. 

If you are interested and would like to begin saving 
up to $144 year, contact the Cooperative office or com¬ 
plete the following coupon and return it to Menard 
Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 279, Petersburg, IL 
62675. 

Signature 

Address 

Acc. Number 

Daytime phone number Line crews work on a three-phase line extension off 
Highway 124 south of the 12-mile house. 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its monthly meeting October 23, 1989, in the 
offices at Petersburg. The meeting was called to order 
at 6 p.m. by president Morris L. Bell. Directors present 
in addition to Bell were Meredith L. Worner, Michael 
E. Carls, Carroll F. Cline, Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. 
Martin, Warren D. Goetsch andjames G. Graff. Direc¬ 
tor Edward L. Allspach was absent. Also present were 
manager Dorland W. Smith, special services coor¬ 
dinator Earl L. Pillsbury and attorney Charles K. Smith. 
The agenda for the meeting was approved and the 
minutes of the September 25, 1989, meeting were 
approved as presented and mailed to the board. 

Manager Smith presented the Operating Report for 
the month of September 1989. In his review of the 
expense and revenue items he commented that total 
margins for the month exceeded budget by approxi¬ 
mately $30,000. Year-to-date margins were approxi¬ 
mately $150,000 over budget. He pointed out that 
delinquent accounts were down from the same period 
of a year ago. The total number of members being 
served as of the end of September showed an increase 
of 15 members. The Outage Summary for the month 
of September showed almost twice the number of 
outages as the same period last year. Consumer outage 
hours were approximately the same as last year indi¬ 
cating that outages were of a shorter duration. The 
Safety Report shows no lost-time accidents for the 
month of September. After answering several questions 
in regard to the Operating Report, manager Smith said 
that member equity had increased this month and is 
slightly more than 33 percent. Thereafter the Manager’s 
Report was approved as presented. 

Attorney Smith reviewed with the board the various 
items of litigation and the status of the same. 

President Bell, manager Smith and attorney Smith 
reviewed with the board the progress of the discussions 
with Corn Belt Electric Cooperative, REA and CFC 
in regard to the possible consolidation of the two 
cooperatives. 

President Bell submitted for consideration an 
amendment to the bylaws. When the bylaws were last 
amended and re numbered, a Section of Article I was 

overlooked. The board took action to amend the bylaws 
to correct this oversight. 

Manager Smith requested the Cooperative re¬ 
new their members with the National Food and 
Energy Council. The board approved renewing of 
membership. 

Several policies of the Cooperative were discussed. 
The changes in group hospitalization and major 
medical insurance for employees received its second 
reading and was adopted. A revision of the policy on 
Investment of Surplus Funds was considered and 
received its first reading. A new policy in regard to 
OSHA hazard communications program was presented 
to the board for first reading. 

President Bell reported on the recent activities of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 

Director Carls reported on the activities of Soyland 
and the recent board meeting. He commented that they 
were in the process of budgeting and that the Budget 
Committee would be meeting later this week for 
preliminary budget work. 

The list of Uncollectible Accounts was reviewed by 
the board, and the write-off list was approved as 
presented. 

Special services coordinator Pillsbury presented his 
report for the third quarter of 1989. 

The board approved an Agreement for Electric Ser¬ 
vice and the Inventory of Work Orders for September 
1989. The board also approved payment of invoices as 
represented by the list of checks mailed to the board. 
Membership applications were approved per the list 
mailed with the notice of the meeting. The director’s 
Special Occasion Vouchers for the month of August 
were approved. 

Under “other business” manager Smith discussed the 
uniform participation with the outside employees, and 
the board approved continuing participation with 
those desiring to wear uniforms. It was moved that the 
November 1989 board meeting be held November 27, 
beginning at 6 p.m. central standard time. 

There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 

If you need to contact the Cooperative office call 
1-800-872-1203 

or 
217-632-7746 

or you can write to 
Menard Electric Cooperative 

P.O. Box 279 
Petersburg, IL 62675 
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Third year for energy conservation grants 
Grants of up to $1,500 are again available for eligible 

electric cooperative members for their use in making 
qualified weatherization and other energy related 
improvements to their residences. This marks the third 
and final year the “Rural Home Energy Grant Pro¬ 
gram” is being offered to members through the Illinois 
Department of Energy and Natural Resources and their 
local electric cooperative. 

Income guidelines 

A table showing the income guidelines for this years 
program is shown below 

Members who have received grants under this pro¬ 
gram in previous years are not eligible for any more 
grant monies. 

Qualifying projects 

This list of projects that are eligible for funding 
through the program has changed since last year. On 
some items, there is a dollar limit on the amount of 
funding allowed. In no case is the subsidy provided for 
more than the cost of the work, or $1,500. 

• Insulation projects for walls, ceilings, attics, foun¬ 
dations, crawlspaces, floors, basement walls or ceiling, 
water pipes, air ducts, underpinning, and mobile home 
undercarriage are eligible. 

• New, energy-efficient, water heaters (must meet 
ASHRAE 90 Standards as required by Illinois law) are 
eligible. 

• Replacement central air-conditioners with an 
SEER greater than 10.0 (or room air conditioners with 
an EER greater than 8.6) are eligible only for medical 
reasons. A medical doctor’s certification is required. 

• Heat pumps for heating or cooling with an SEER 
rating of greater than 8.6 -are eligible. 

• Furnace load management systems and furnace 
efficiency modifications are eligible. 

• Furnace flue modifications and electronic ignition 
systems are eligible. 

• Furnaces with an AFUE rating of 90 or better are 
eligible. Under certain circumstances, and with prior 
approval from ENR, other heating systems with lower 
ratings may be eligible. Call ENR for details. 

• Storm doors and thermal doors are eligible for a 
grant of up to $150 maximum per entrance. 

All projects must demonstrate a 10-year pay back to 
the member in energy savings. 

Contact your cooperative or ENR if you are in¬ 
terested in applying for a Rural Home Energy Grant. 
Before being considered for the grant, applicants must 
have an energy audit completed on their home and 
have a written bid from at least two contractors for pro¬ 
posed projects. These bids must contain model num¬ 
bers and efficiency ratings for heating systems, and cost 
estimates. 

Applications must be submitted to the Cooperative. 
After it is reviewed there, the application will be for¬ 
warded to the ENR for final review and approval. ENR 
has the final decision on all Rural Home Energy Grant 
Program applications. 

Once the application is approved, a check is pre¬ 
pared payable to the consumer-member and the 
Cooperative. The Cooperative then endorses the check 
and presents it to the member for payment. ENR may 
inspect the completed work and each approved appli¬ 
cant must also certify to ENR that the installation of 
materials or equipment funded through the grant pro¬ 
gram is complete. 

Due to rapid depletion of funds, all applications and 
energy audits will be completed on a first come-first 
serve basis. 

For more information, contact your Cooperative 
office at 1-800-872-1203. 

Income guidelines for Menard Electric Cooperative 
FAMILY SIZE: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

TOTAL FAMILY INCOME: $17,803 $20,341 $22,884 $25,433 $27,026 $28,613 $30,193 $31,803 

100% Subsidy up to $1,500 If the applicant’s family income is less than the figure listed above, he/she is less than 80% of the 
median income for this service area. Therefore, the family is eligible for a grant up to $1,500 for 
energy conservation measures in their home. The applicant will not be required to provide any matching 
funds. 

FAMILY SIZE: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

$17,803- $20,341- $22,884- $25,433- $27,026- $28,613- $30,193- $31,803- 
26,705 30,511 34,326 38,150 40,539 42,919 45,290 47,705 

50% Subsidy up to $1,000 If the applicant’s family income is between the two figures listed above, he/she is eligible for a grant 
of 50% of the cost of eligible conservation measures up to a total of $1,000. 

Office closing 
Your Cooperative office will be closed Thursday, November 23, and Friday, 

November 24, in observance of Thanksgiving. The office will reopen and 
resume normal business hours on Monday, November 27. 
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Meet your employees 
Alan D. Horn 

Alan D. Horn began working 
for your Cooperative June 26, 
1978, as a staking engineer. 
Over the past 11 years Alan has. 
become an expert in designing 
electrical lines and is admired by 
both the employees and mem¬ 
bers of Menard Electric. 

Alan is a fellow member of 
Menard Electric and lives at rural 
Petersburg with his wife, Gail. 
They are the proud parents of 
three children: Brian, Lindsay 
and Adam. 

During his time away from the 
Cooperative, Alan enjoys the 
peaceful serenity of the great out¬ 
doors, so it is no wonder he lists 
hiking, camping and canoeing as 
hobbies. Alan also enjoys travel¬ 
ing with his family and, this year 
for the first time, was a coach for 
a local youth soccer team, which 
he said “was a great deal of fun.” 
(Wonder if he has learned the 
rules yet?) 

John Whitehurst 
John Whitehurst has been 

employed with your Cooperative 
for a little more than 10 years. He 

Horn 

began working for Menard Elec¬ 
tric as the stores clerk and is 
currently serving as a staking 
engineer. In both positions John 
has taken great pride in his work 
and always strives for perfection. 

As a life-long resident of the 
Petersburg area, John enjoys the 
warm friendly atmosphere that 
accompanies the village of 
Petersburg and the surrounding 
areas. 

John is an antique enthusiast 

Whitehurst 

who spends a great deal of his 
spare time attending shows and 
auctions. Occasionallyjohn also 
repairs some of the items he 
has purchased. In addition to 
this time-consuming hobby, 
John enjoys playing the piano 
for his own entertainment, 
working on home improvement 
projects, and according to John, 
nothing beats a good Saturday 
night dance. He is active in his 
rural church. 

State of Illinois Energy Assistance Act of 1989 
Residential Energy Assistance Partnership Program 

If you need or may need assistance to pay your 
electric bill, you may be eligible to participate in 
the Residential Energy Assistance Partnership 
Program (REAPP). 

For details of this program you may wish to 
contact an agency listed below: 

Logan, Mason and Menard counties 
Central Illinois Economic Development Corp. 

325 S. Chicago Street 
P.O. Box 846 
Lincoln, Illinois 62656 
Phone: (217)732-2159 

Macon County 
Decatur-Macon County Opportunites Corp. 

1122 East Marietta Street 
Decatur, Illinois 62521 
Phone: (217)428-0155 

Cass and Morgan counties 
MCS Community Services 
1201 South Main 
Bowen Building, Box 1274 

Jacksonville, Illinois 62651 
Phone: (217)243-9404 

Sangamon County 
Sangamon County Department of 

Community Resources 

725 North Grand Ave. East 
Springfield, Illinois 62702 
Phone: (217)525-2896 

Tazewell County 
Tri-County Regional Planning Commission 

632 W. Jefferson Street 
Morton, Illinois 61550-1540 
Phone: (309)694-4391 
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Seasons Greetings 
from your 

directors and employees 
Directors Employees Ronny R Harden 
Morris L. Beff Dorland W. Smith, manager Dwaine L. Heyen 
Warren D. Goetscf. David H. Crosnoe Christopher P. Hinton 
MerecGtf. L. Womer Terry W. Entwistle Alan D. Horn 
RoBert I. Braner Gerald E. HedBerg Kevin D. Reiser 
Edward L. AtCspacf. Wayne E. Jones Lawrence D. Kyes 
Michael E. Carls Earl L. PillsBury M. Orene Lynn 
Carroll F. Cline David K. AtterBerry Phyllis A. McCoy 
James G. Graff Randolph J. Avery Darlene M. McGee 
Gary L. Martin Alvin R. Bertram Evelyn P. McLaughlin 

Mari A. Bradley D. John (Dan) Morgan 
RoBert P. Burris Judith A. Powers 
W. Todd Cloninger Donald R. Riser 

Terry L. Cutright Edward L. Rogers 

W.R. (“Casey”) Duncheon Rhonda K. Satorius 

M. Suzanne Freeland John 0. Shelton 

Jessie H. Ericke Glenn D. Squires 

James T. Haddick Marcel Verreault 
John H. Whitehurst 

Office closing 
The Cooperative office will be closed Friday, December 22, and Monday, December 25, in obser¬ 

vance of Christmas. 
The Cooperative office will also be closed Monday, January 1, in celebration of the New Year. 
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Meet your employees 
Chris P. Hinton 

On May 3, 1982, Chris P. 
Hinton began working for 
Menard Electric as your Cooper¬ 
ative’s accountant and has served 
in that capacity for the past seven 
plus years. Chris takes great 
pride in his work and is an 
expert in keeping the books 
balanced and taking care of all 
the REA accounting forms. 

Chris is nervously awaiting a 
January wedding to Thelma 
Thrasher of Woodson. Chris cur¬ 
rently lives in Petersburg with his 
two daughters, Cindy and Sarah, 
and is looking forward to wel¬ 
coming Thelma and her son, 
Jeramey, to his family. 

During his spare time Chris 
enjoys camping, fishing and 
hunting. He also enjoys gar¬ 
dening, cooking and playing the 
piano for his own enjoyment. 
Chris is well liked and respected 
by the employees of Menard 
Electric and we would all like to 
wish Thelma and Chris many 
years of happiness and the best 
of luck. 

Hinton 

Jim Haddick 
Jim Haddick came to your 

Cooperative September 20, 1982, 
as a groundman-truck driver 
working with the line crews out 
of the cooperative office in 
Petersburg. Today he is an 
experienced member of the line 
crew who has become a valuable 
part of our outside operations. 

Jim lives in Petersburg with 
his wife, Phyllis, and their two 
children, Tricia and Brian. 

Jim is very active in the com¬ 
munity and is dedicated to 

Haddick 

ensuring the future growth 
and prosperity to the City of 
Petersburg. Although his work 
with the Cooperative and his out¬ 
side commitments keep him 
busy, Jim always seems to find 
time to spend with his family 
which he thoroughly enjoys. He 
also enjoys boating, fishing and 
with both his children active in 
a number of different athletic ac¬ 
tivities it is no surprise that he is 
a strong supporter and follower 
of PORTA High School athletics. 

The handling of damage claims 
Each year we have a few damage claims from mem¬ 

bers due to an automatic breaker having operated 
several times and a member whose television set or 
some other appliance breaks down after one of the 
momentary interruptions. Invariably the repairman 
will cite power surge as the culprit, and the repair bill 
is sent to us. 

Apparently the possibility of a faulty component or 
weak electrical insulation in the appliance itself is not 
a consideration because it is easier to blame the utility. 
The fact of the matter is that all electric systems utilize 
automatic circuit breakers and we experience literally 
thousands such momentary interruptions each year. 
If such momentary operations were destructive to 
appliances, we either could not operate as we do or 
you would not have any appliances. 

Neither alternative would be acceptable because 
without automatic reclosers, you would have prolonged 
outages each time we had a momentary line contact 
or lightning flashed overhead. That would make you 
very unhappy, almost as much as not having your 
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appliances. An electrical component that has shorted 
out can appear very burned and blackened, but it does 
not require an overvoltage to create that appearance. 
A short circuit at a normal 120 volts can create a lot 
of arcing and burning before a circuit protective device 
trips off line. 

So, if you have an appliance fail and the repairman 
says it was a power surge, ask him how he arrived at 
that conclusion and why he ruled out a defective 
component. 

We at Menard Electric Cooperative believe that if the 
Cooperative is negligent or an employee makes a 
mistake and causes damage to a member’s equipment, 
our insurance carrier should make it right with the 

member. On the other hand, if the damage is weather 
related or due to something else that is beyond our con¬ 
trol, we do not expect our carrier to pay. We sug¬ 
gest that a member submit a claim to their own 

homeowner’s insurance company as they may be 
obligated to pay the claim. 



Weatherization hints 
At Menard Electric, we want to see you save your 

energy dollars. We all know it is expensive to heat and 
cool your home. By making a few improvements 
around the house, you can reduce these costs. Efficient 
energy utilization and conservation is the key to saving 
money. 

Over half the heat that escapes from the house in 
the winter is through cracks and loose-fitting windows 
and doors. Weatherstripping materials will reduce air 
infiltration around these areas. There are various types 
of materials which you can use for weatherstripping. 
These materials have a wide variety of life, durability, 
and cost. Most of these materials are easy to install. The 
best ways to decide what is most suitable for your home 
is to visit a hardware or a building supply store. You 
can also contact your cooperative office. 

Caulking loose fitting windows and doors is another 
way of preventing air loss. Caulking compounds are 
materials used to fill, cover and seal cracks and con¬ 
struction joints. Again, there are several types of 
caulking compounds from which to choose. With 
caulking, one needs to also consider the adhesiveness 
and the type of application that will work best. 

Replace old caulking which is cracking or flaking. 
Clean out old joints first to get good adhesion. Caulking 
can be accomplished with a few low cost tools and a 
little practice to get a good seal. Be sure to follow the 
manufacturers’ instructions. 

Again, efficient energy use is the key to saving energy 

dollars. By using these weatherstripping and caulking 
procedures, you will stop air and moisture infiltration 
into your home. These procedures will greatly decrease 
your home’s heating and cooling bills. 

"Remember — If 
you have a 1/16 
inch crack around a 
standard door, it 
will let in as much 
air as a hole in the 
wall this size!" 

New Rural Small Business Program 

The Illinois Department of 
Energy and Natural Resources has 

developed a new program for small 
businesses located in the rural areas 
of Illinois. This program will enable 
qualified small business to receive 

matching grants for weatherization 
improvement which will help to 
lower the overhead cost of running 
their business. 

Qualified businesses will have less 
than 12 full-time employees; busi¬ 
ness gross income of less than $1.5 
million; the business must transact 
most of its business within Illinois; 
the owner of the business must live 
in the state and the owner must 
obtain at least 30 percent of his 
income from the business. 

Members who received assistance 
through the Rural Home Energy 
Grant Program would not qualify, 
nor would grants for new construc¬ 
tion qualify. 

Qualified improvements would 
be caulking and weatherstripping; 
furnace efficiency modifications; 
replacing furnaces; adding insula¬ 
tion; adding storm doors and win¬ 
dows; lighting retrofits; electric load 

management systems; and electric 
motor efficiency modifications. 

ILLINOIS RUI 

If you think you would qualify or 
would like more information please 
call the Cooperative office. 

Terry W. Entwistle, Menard Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative's general foreman, 
was elected president of the Illinois 
Electric Cooperative Plant Super¬ 
visory Personnel Association 
November 9. 
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Board meeting report 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 
held its monthly meeting November 27, 1989, in the 
offices at Petersburg. The meeting was called to order 
at 6 p.m. by president Morris L. Bell. Directors present 
in addition to Bell were Edward L. Allspach, Michael 
E. Carls, Carroll F. Cline, Robert I. Brauer, Warren D. 
Goetsch, Gary L. Martin, James G. Graff and Meredith 
L. Worner. Also present were manager Borland W. 
Smith, special services coordinator Earl L. Pillsbury, 
staff assistant Gerald Hedberg, general foreman Terry 
Entwistle and attorney Charles K. Smith. 

The agenda for the meeting was approved and 
the minutes of the October 23, 1989, meeting were 
approved as presented and mailed to the board. 

Manager Smith presented the Operating Report for 
the month of October 1989. In his review of the 
expense and revenue items for the month he com¬ 
mented that total margins have exceeded the budget 
by approximately $90,000. Year-to-date margins were 
approximately $250,000 over budget. Kilowatt-hour 
purchases and sales for the month of October exceeded 
budget. Smith answered several questions in regards 
to various operating ratios and the delinquent ac¬ 
counts. The outage summary for the month of October 
indicated almost twice the outage hours as the same 
month in 1988. The year-to-date total outage hours and 
the average hours per consumer are less than last year 
and well within the REA guidelines. 

The safety report showed no reportable injuries or 
illnesses for the month of October. As an addition to 
manager Smith’s operating report, general foreman 
Terry Entwistle was present and made a report to the 
board on activities of the Operation and Maintenance 
Department. He brought the board up to date on line 
construction, new services and other related activities. 
Foreman Entwistle answered several questions in 
regard to the activities of the department and also 
indicated that due to the extremely good weather this 
fall a lot of the outside work was being accomplished. 
Thereafter the Manager’s Report was approved as 
presented. 

Attorney Smith then reviewed with the board the 
various items of litigation and the status of the same. 

Manager Smith then asked the staff to attend the 
board meeting and present a preliminary review of 
their departmental budgets for the board. Staff mem¬ 

bers Wayne E. Jones, David H. Crosnoe, Terry W. 
Entwistle, Gerald E. Hedberg and Earl L. Pillsbury com¬ 
mented on the budget for 1990 and answered questions 
from the board members. 

Pillsbury then presented to the board insurance bids 
for the Cooperative insurance requirements for 1990. 
After consideration, the board accepted the bid of 
Federated Insurance for the year 1990. 

Staff assistant Gerald E. Hedberg presented to the 
board a plan for implementing the “OSHA Hazard 
Communication Plan.” After due consideration, the 
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board adopted the “OSHA Hazard Communication 
Plan” as presented. 

The board adopted a new policy in regards to the 
OSHA Hazard Communication Program. Said policy 
received its first reading at the October board meeting. 
Also approved was a revision of the investment policy 
of the Cooperative’s surplus funds. 

Manager Smith then reviewed for the board the 
recent activities of the committees in regard to the 
Corn Belt/Menard discussions. 

The board then went into executive session for the 
annual appraisal of the Cooperative manager. 

On return to open session, President Bell then 
reviewed for the board the recent activities of the AIEC. 

The board considered the ESA Appeal Fund assess¬ 
ment by the Association as had been reported on by 
President Bell under the AIEC activities. Motion was 
made and carried to approve payment of Menard Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative’s share of the ESA Appeal Fund. 

Director Carls reported on the activities of Soyland 
and the recent Soyland board meeting. He said that 
the budget had been approved for 1990 and it revealed 
a decrease in Menard Electric Cooperative’s share of 
the fixed costs, and it should result in a slightly lower 
power cost assessment for Menard Electric. 

The list of Uncollectible Accounts was reviewed 
by the board and the write-off list was approved as 
presented. 

The board approved the Agreements for Electric Ser¬ 
vice and the Inventory of Work Orders for October 
1989. 

The board approved payment of invoices as repre¬ 
sented by the list of checks mailed to the board with 
the meeting notice. Membership applications were 
approved as per the list mailed with the notice of the 
meeting. 

The Special Occasion Vouchers of the directors for 
the month of October were approved. 

Under “other business” manager Smith requested 
permission to have the EEE Department of the AIEC 
prepare a power requirement study. The power 
requirement study should be done approximately every 
three years and the last power requirement study was 
completed in the fall of 1986. Manager Smith also 
reviewed with the board the activities of the Steering 
Committee in regard to the EPA required clean up of 
Missouri Electric Works and advised that an additional 
interim assessment has been made and requested per¬ 
mission to pay interim assessment. Board approved 
both of these requests. 

Discussion was held on the date and time of 

the December meeting and it was moved that the 
December 1989 meeting be held on December 21, 
1989, beginning at 2 p.m. Central Standard Time. 

There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned at 11:30 p.m. 


