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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Test your smoke detectors 
At least once a month, especially during the home 

heating season, consumers should test their smoke 
detectors and replace batteries if needed, according to 
the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC). 

Every year in the United States, approximately 5,000 
people are killed by residential fire. Most fire victims 
die from inhalation of smoke and toxic gases, not as 
a result of burns. Most deaths and injuries occur in fires 
that happen at night while the victims are asleep. 

Properly installed and maintained, the home smoke 

detector is considered one of the best and least expen¬ 
sive means of providing an early warning when a fire 
begins, before the concentration of smoke reaches a 
dangerous level, or before the fire becomes too intense. 
The risk of dying from fires in homes where detectors 
are not installed is twice as high as in homes that have 
functioning detectors. 

Smoke detectors should be tested monthly to make 
sure they are operating properly. Test the smoke detec¬ 
tor and replace batteries according to the manufac¬ 
turer’s instructions. Fresh batteries should last approx¬ 
imately one year. 

If you are bothered by “nuisance” alarms, don’t 
disable your smoke detector—you could be sorry. Con¬ 
sider relocating your detector. Smoke from the kitchen 
may cause the detector to alarm. Emissions from a 
space heater or fireplace may set off the detector. 

At least one smoke detector should be properly 
placed on every floor of the home. The most impor¬ 
tant location is in the bedroom area. 

JAMESON 

-ILL- 
SMOKE ALARM 

3 year limited warranty 
Battery included 
$6.60 plus tax 

Available at Member Service Dept. 
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Win a one-week trip 
To Washington, D.C. 

Below: Rashell J. Booth (left) of 

Rockport, Amanda K. Grimsley (second 

from left) of Jacksonville and Lori J. 

Ruble of Pittsfield were Illinois Rural 

Electric Co. representatives on the 

1988 "Youth to Washington" tour. 

Amanda and Lori represented Illinois 

Rural as winners of the essay contest 

sponsored annually by the cooperative. 

Rashell participated as a "Willie 

Wiredhand" student, paying her own 

way. With the students is Robert W. 

Patton, tour director for the Associa¬ 

tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 

Finalists in the 1988 competition were honored in Springfield and met 

with State Senator Vince DeMuzio (left). 

The Illinois Rural Electric Co. board of directors has 

voted to participate in the Youth to Washington Tour 
again this year. As in the past, the winners will receive 
an all-expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C. Fill in the 

coupon below and mail it in or contact IREC at 
(217)742-3128 if you know of a high school sophomore 

or junior who would be interested. 

If you are interested in winning a trip to Washington, D.C., fill in this coupon and mail it to: 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

2-12 S. Main 
Winchester, IL 62694 

ATTN: Mark E. Martin 

Name    Age  

Address       

Parents’ name      

Phone number  

High School    

Class □ Sophomore 

□ Junior 
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SUPPLY 
AW) DEMAND— 
YOU’RE IN CHARGE 

Meeting your need for electricity is an 
ongoing effort. Every time you “demand” 
elearicity by flipping a switch or pushing a 
button, we’re there for you. That’s the way 
all electric utilities work. \t>u demand, we 
supply. 

But because we’re a consumer-owned 
dearie utility, we’re different from 
stockholder-owned utilities. You are not only 
a consumer of elearicity, you own the 
system. \bur vote determines who will direa 
us. Tour voice lets us know what you need. 
You tell us how we can do a better job of 
providing dearie service, but, you also tell 
us how we can do a better job for the 
community. 

We’re proud to serve you. And we’re 
happy to hear from you. We know who’s in 
charge. 

Building Cooperation—a power in the land. 

Board meeting report o — IT) 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s of¬ 

fice in Winchester Monday, December 5, 1988, at 1:30 
p.m. All directors were present, along with the general 
manager, the office manager, the director of member 
and public relations and the Cooperative’s attorney. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed 
and approved with two minor changes. The board then 
reviewed the financial report. General manager Robert 
E. Gant reported that revenues for October were close 
to budget while the cost of power was somewhat under 
budget. The manager went on to explain any other 
over—or under—budget items, and when all questions 
were answered, the report was approved as mailed. 

The accounts paid report was then reviewed, and 
after some discussion concerning the balance in the 
general fund account at various times of the month, 
the report was approved. The general manager then 
gave the construction and maintenance report. He 
stated that the co-op had purchased 9,010,884 kilowatt- 
hours in October while sales were 7,871,942 kilowatt- 
hours. The average usage per consumer for the month 
was 819 kilowatt-hours. Gant went on to give the con¬ 
struction report concerning services built and retired, 
security lighting, and transformer size changes. The 
report was then approved. 

The condition of cash report was then given with the 

general manager providing balances in the local banks 
and the balance of commercial paper at CFG. There 
being no questions, the report was accepted. 

The marketing report was then given by the direc¬ 
tor of member and public relations, Mark Martin, who 
discussed the revenue and expense figures in the 
Member Service Department report. He then updated 
the board on Rural Home Energy Program grants and 
the Rural TV program. Martin continued by saying that 
10 appliances had been sold through the Member Ser¬ 
vice Department during October and that two more 
ground source heat pumps were on the IREC lines. He 
then discussed the Youth to Washington Tour, and the 
board passed a motion to participate in the program 
again with the marketing director to formulate plans 
for the essay contest and report back to the board. 

The next agenda item concerned the distribution of 
a membership list under Policy 109. The attorney 

presented information saying we are not subject to the 
Freedom of Information Act so we are not bound to 
give out a list of members names and addresses under 
this act. 

The board then discussed a deferred revenue plan. 
The plan is designed to help stabilize rates as our cost 
of power will increase slightly under the proposed 

budget of the Soyland Power Cooperative. There was 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/January 1989 14c 



budget of the Soyland Power Cooperative. There was 
a great deal of discussion concerning tax implication 
of the plan, capital credits, and rates to our members. 
Finally, a resolution was passed to accept the deferral 
plan, with one director voting against the resolution. 
More discussion followed and a motion was made, 
seconded and passed for the chairman to appoint a 
committee or use an existing one to review the co-op’s 
policy regarding rates, capital credits and excess 
margins. 

The board then heard a report from the policy com¬ 
mittee. Glen Pulliam, chairman, explained the changes 
his committee was recommending for 12 different 
policies. After discussion, the board resolved that the 
recommended changes be made and that new policy 
booklets be made and distributed to employees and 
directors. 

The next agenda item was a report of the regular 
meeting of WIPCO. The manager reported that the 
Clinton plant was available 100 percent of the time in 
October during which time it generated 640 million 
megawatt-hours. Work was still being done on the 
Pearl-to-Kampsville line. Deloitte, Haskins and Sells will 
do the 1988 audit. One truck will be replaced and a 
facsimile machine will be purchased. The 1989 budget 
will be adopted at the December meeting. This con¬ 
cluded the manager’s report concerning the WIPCO 
board meeting. 

The chairman then asked the general manager to 
give his report concerning the annual meeting study 
he had done. Gant had contacted six other cooperatives 
in the state that are currently serving a meal to their 
members as part of their annual meeting. He then 
handed out a comparison study which showed how 
many members and what types of meals were being 

served at these six cooperatives. After discussion by the 
board, this study was referred to the annual meeting 
planning committee. The committee will report back 
to the board with its recommendations for the 1989 
annual meeting. 

The chairman then asked the general manager to 
report on the regular meeting of the Association of Il¬ 
linois Electric Cooperatives. After the financial reports, 
the new AIEC attorney, Randy Rings, was introduced. 
The board approved six policy changes and heard an 
NRECA report. Reports were also heard on the Rural 
Home Energy Program and important legislative bills. 
This concluded the manager’s report on the AIEC 
meeting. 

The board then discussed plans to attend the NRECA 
annual meeting in February. There will be some pre¬ 
annual meeting training programs available this year. 

Plans were then made for four directors to attend 
a continuing education course on “Strengthening the 
Role of the Board.” 

Two memberships were refunded and the manager 
reported on one loss-of-time accident. 

Under the heading of other business, the manager 
gave the directors a copy of the latest draft of the bylaws 
for the new organization which will result from the 
merger of WIPCO and Soyland. There was to be a 
meeting January 3, 1989, to vote on these bylaws. 

Also under other business, the board approved a Sec¬ 
tion 12 loan for a member who is installing a ground 
source heat pump. They also set a date of January 4, 
1989, at 1:30 p.m. for their next board meeting. The 
board then approved 53 applications for membership. 

There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned. 

“Efficient Power For Farming9’ Electricity — the heart of modern living! 

Ill i n o i s Rural Electric Co. 
WINCHESTER, ILLINOIS 62694 - PHONE 217 742-3128 

Electricity for the FARM, 
HOME AND BUSINESS 

OWNED/ 
OPERATED & 
MANAGED 

by Illinois Citizens 
FOR 

Illinois Citizens 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Security lights available for rent 
We have discussed the Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

security light program in recent issues, and there seems 
to be quite a bit of interest. We are hearing from 
members who want to have security lights installed, and 
we are hearing from members who already have secu¬ 
rity lights. 

Some members who have lights asked about the price 
of $7.50 per month that we indicated in the articles. 
As a matter of clarification, I want to point out that 
this monthly rental charge may be slightly higher in 
some months due to variations in your electric 
cooperative’s cost of power, which are shown on your 
bills as power cost adjustments. The basic monthly 
charge is $7.50, but there are some months in which 
it is necessary to add a power cost adjustment based 
on the electricity used by these lights. It’s a relatively 
small amount (last month it was 44 cents) but I wanted 
to clear up any misunderstanding we may have caused 

in earlier articles. 
We have worked out the pricing on the security lights 

to provide members with the light at the lowest possi¬ 
ble cost. Some utilities charge more than the $7.50, and 
IREC could have set the price somewhat higher and 
eliminated the power cost adjustment. However, we 
wanted to make the rental price as low and possible, 
based on our base cost of power. 

If you do not yet have a security light and are in¬ 
convenienced by darkness around your home, then 
perhaps you should consider renting a security light 
from Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

These rental lights not only provide visibility around 
the farmstead, they also provide security for a family 
members who may be home alone at night. For $7.50 
a month plus any wholesale power cost adjustment, 
IREC will provide a 175-watt mercury vapor light that 
will come on automatically at dusk and go off at dawn. 
In addition, IREC will perform any necessary routine 
maintenance at no extra charge. Also keep in mind that 
the electricity supplied to these rental lights does not 
go through your meter. The monthly rental fee covers 
the electricity usage of the light (excluding any 
wholesale power cost adjustment), the light itself, and 
the maintenance costs. 

Call the IREC office at 742-3128 to see about getting 
a rental light installed at your home. It will provide 
your family with years of convenience and security. 

Satellite TV Programming for IREC Members with Decoders 

Call 
Illinois Rural 
Electric Co. 
(217) 742-3128 

Effective March 1,1989 — Hook-up fee, $15.00 

BASIC PACKAGE @ $9 
WGN 

Superstation —Chicago 

WPIX Superstation — 
New York 

CNN Headline News 
HVUS —Hit Video USA 
CMTV—Country Music TV 
TRVL—The Travel Channel 
Nickelodeon 
Lifetime 

95 per mo. 
KTVT 

Superstation — Dallas 

USA Network 
CBN Network 
CNN News 

ESPN All Sports Network 
NOST—Nostalgia Channel 

TLC—The Learning Channel 

Nashville Network 
WTBS Superstation—Atlanta 

PREMIUM CHANNELS 
Disney @ 

$7.95 per month 
HBO @ 

$8.95 per month 
Cinemax @ 

$8.95 per month 
All three premium channels @ 

$21.95 per mo. 
TIER CHANNELS 

HBO/Cinemax @ 
$15.95 per mo. 

HBO/Disney @ 
$15.95 per mo. 

Cinemax/Disney @ 
$15.95 per mo. 

Prime Time 24 @ $3.55 per mo. 
Skyline Silver @ $3.00 per mo. 
WTBS Superstation—Atlanta @ 

$19.95 per year 

OTHER PREMIUM CHANNELS 
Stardust Theater @ $5.50 per mo. 
Starion Premier Cinema @ $9.95 per mo. 
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Capital 
experiences 

Eighteen students in high schools within the 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. service area will have the 
opportunity to win one-day tours to Springfield, 
and two of the 18 will win week-long, all 
expenses-paid tours to Washington, D.C. in the 
cooperative's essay contest. The day in 
Springfield will include visits to historic and 
government sites. The Washington tour features 
travels to many of that city's attractions, as well 
as a side trip to the national battlefield at 
Gettysburg. 

From left: Rashell Booth (Willie Wired hand student), Amanda 
Grimsley and Lori Ruble (contest winners) and Robert Patton 
(Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives) in Washington. 

Sen. Vince Demuzio, left, with the 1988 contest finalists in 
Springfield. 
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Win a free one-week 
trip to Washington, D.C. 

Who is eligible? 
High school sophomores 

and juniors 

Any high school 
sophomore or junior 
attending school 
within the Illinois 
Rural Electric Co. 
service area or 
living in a residence 
served by the cooperative 
may enter. Members of an 
immediate family of any board 
member or employee of a 
rural electric cooperative are 
not eligible. 

The contest rules 
Each student will be required to write an essay 

(in their own words) on “Illinois Rural Electric Co.: 
a community asset” and submit it to Illinois Rural 
Electric Co., 2-12 S. Main St., Winchester, Illinois 
62694, on or before March 17. Essays are to be 
typewritten on 8 Vs by 11-inch paper, one side only, 
double spaced and are not to exceed 1,000 
words. Washington, D.C., trip winners will be 
required to attend Illinois Rural Electric Co.’s 
annual meeting and give a brief presentation about 
their Springfield and Washington trips. Resource 
material will be mailed to you upon receipt of the 
entry coupon, or may be picked up at Illinois 
Rural Electric Co.’s member service department in 
Winchester, or call (217)742-3128. 

One student from each side of the Illinois River 
will be awarded an all-expense-paid, seven-day trip 
to Washington, D.C., from June 16-23, 1989. 

The White House 

In addition 
Eighteen finalists (one from each high school 

within IREC’s service area) will receive a free trip 
to the state capital in Springfield, which includes: 

• Get-acquainted session at the Springfield 
Hilton Hotel with other students from 
cooperatives throughout the state. 

• Tour of Springfield’s historic sites including 
the Governor’s Mansion, Lincoln’s Home, the 
State Capitol Building, Illinois State Museum, 
the Old State Capitol, and the Lincoln- 
Herndon Law Offices. 

• Enjoy a dinner night with Senators, Represen¬ 
tatives and other elected officials on Tuesday, 
April 11. 

• Chaperones and all arrangements for the day 
are to be taken care of by Illinois Rural Elec¬ 
tric Co. Transportation will be provided from 
Illinois Rural Electric Co.’s office in 
Winchester. 

Use the coupon below to enter. 

If you are interested in winning a trip to Washington, D.C., fill in this coupon and mail it to: 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
2-12 S. Main 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 
ATTN: Mark E. Martin 

Name    Age  

Address    

Parents’ name  

Phone Number    

High School  

Class □ Sophomore 

□ Junior 
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Board meeting report .m 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s of¬ 

fice in Winchester onjanuary 3, 1989, at 1:30 p.m. All 
directors were present, along with the general manager, 
the office manager, the director of member and public 
relations and the Cooperative’s attorney. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed 
and approved as mailed. The general manager went 
through the over-and-under budget items for the 
month. He then went over the kilowatt-hour sales and 
cost data and the financial ratios. When all questions 
were answered, the report was approved as mailed. 

The accounts paid report was then reviewed and ap¬ 
proved. The general manager then gave the construc¬ 
tion and maintenance report. In November, we pur¬ 
chased 8,232,287 kilowatt-hours while sales for the 
month were 7,508,504 kilowatt-hours. Gant further 
reported that eight new primary facilities were con¬ 
structed and 15 services revamped during December. 

The condition of cash report was then given with the 
general manager giving the balances in the local banks 
and the balance of commercial paper and interest rates 
at CFG. 

The marketing activity report was given by the direc¬ 
tor of member and public relations. Martin reported 
on the number of appliances sold by the Member Ser¬ 
vice Department. He also reported on the status of the 
ENR weatherization grant program and discussed the 
Youth to Washington essay contest. The board passed 
a resolution changing the contest rules to allow all 
sophomores and juniors either attending a school 
within IREC’s service area or living in a residence 
served by IREC to participate. One student from each 
high school in the service area will be chosen to attend 
Rural Electric Youth Day in Springfield and two 
students will be chosen to spend a week in Washington, 
D.C., this summer. 

The next agenda item was the consideration of the 
1989 operating budget. The general manager explained 
that the cost of power in this budget reflects our costs 
as projected by the 1989 Soyland budget. He then ex¬ 
plained other assumptions made on both the revenue 
and expense side of this budget. With fairly stable cost 
of power rates, the budget showed a projected margin 
of more than one and one-half TIER. Discussion of the 
budget resulted in the board directing the manager to 
present a capital credit study at the next meeting. The 
manager also pointed out that he expected to take a 
reimbursement from REA in March or April which will 
be used to pay the rest of the equity funding owed to 
WIPCO. After all questions were answered, the board 
passed a resolution to accept the 1989 operating budget 
as presented. 

The chairman then asked the manager to report on 
the capital expenditures budget. He reviewed the pro¬ 
posed replacement of vehicles listed, the shop and 
garage expenditures listed, the meter shop expen¬ 
ditures listed, and the computer department expen¬ 
ditures listed. He also discussed items of work to be 
done on the distribution system, stating the engi¬ 
neering department was currently working on a two- 
year work plan that would be presented later. After 
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discussion, the board resolved to approve the capital 
expenditures budget. 

The next budget to be considered was that for the 
Member Services Department. This budget projects 
revenues and expenses for sales and service, as well as 
other load building activities and the advertising 
budget. This budget was also adopted by resolution. 

The final budget to be considered was the energy 
conservation budget. The majority of expenses in this 
budget go toward labor and mileage to conduct energy 
audits. These audits are done to help make suggestions 
to members about how they can use energy wisely. 

The next agenda item was a report of the regular 
WIPCO meeting. There was a joint meeting of the 
Soyland and WIPCO boards to discuss the 1989 
Soyland budget, after which the individual boards met. 
Paul Dion was seated as a new director from Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop. Jim Greenwood gave his report 
concerning the Clinton Plant. A report was also heard 
concerning the Pearl Plant. The attorney reported on 
pending litigation relative to three lawsuits. The 1989 
budget was approved and Dean Searls was commended 
for his work as interim manager at WIPCO. 

Under the next agenda item the board approved a 
resolution to write off delinquent accounts that were 
more than one year old. 

The general manager gave a report on a special 
meeting of WIPCO which was necessary to pass a 
resolution relative to amending the Soyland/WIPCO 
merger plan. The amendment was necessary due to a 
licensing holdup at the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission. 

After refunding one membership, the board heard 
a report on the regular AIEC meeting. Steve Ring gave 
the financial report, Bob Ripplemeyer gave a report 
on NRECA activities and Earl Struck made a legislative 
report. Dave Adams then made a report on pending 
litigation. 

The board then went into executive session to discuss 
pending litigation. 

After coming out of executive session, the AIEC 
report continued with the manager telling of a survey 
to be done by the state association and of a proposed 
apprentice lineman training program. 

The board then discussed upcoming continuing 
education courses. They also discussed the NRECA Na¬ 
tional Convention which will be held in February. 
Voting delegates and alternates were selected for the 
NRECA annual meeting and the CFC annual meeting. 

The next agenda item was the consideration of an 
engineering services contract. After discussion, this 
item was tabled until the attorney could review the 
contract. 

Under other business, it was decided that the annual 
meeting planning committee would meet onjanuary 
25. The board went into executive session to discuss 
a lawsuit. Upon returning to the general session, the 
board approved 38 applications for membership. 
There was one loss-of-time accident to report. There 
being no further business to discuss, the meeting was 
adjourned. 



Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Wfeatherization program 
benefiting many members 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. members are still showing 
considerable interest in the Rural Home Energy Grant 
program. This is the second year for the program which 
is being administered by the Illinois Department of 
Energy and Natural Resources (ENR). Monies are 
coming from the Exxon Oil Overcharge Fund, and 
rural electric cooperative members throughout the 
state will be benefiting from this program. 

Last year, your cooperative received a total alloca¬ 
tion of $69,000 from ENR and with it we were able to 
work with 57 members. These members installed in¬ 

sulation, replaced doors and windows, caulked and 
weatherstripped, and performed other measures to 
help make their homes more energy efficient. 

This year your cooperative has received a total alloca¬ 
tion of $112,500 to be used to assist IREC members in 
completing weatherization projects in their homes. So 
far we have worked with 71 members in submitting ap¬ 

plications for funding totalling $88,000. Any further 
applications will be considered on a first-come, first- 
served basis. 

As for next year, we hope the program will be funded 
again by the Illinois General Assembly, with an alloca¬ 
tion to IREC similar to this year’s. It is possible that 
some members who have filed applications will not 
receive grants this year but may be approved for grants 
in the third year of the program, providing the pro¬ 
gram is continued. 

Overall, this has been a good program with benefits 
to many low and moderate income households within 
our service area. As the energy efficiency of these 
homes is increased, they also become more comfortable 
places in which to live. We hope this program will be 
funded again next year, because, as the interest in¬ 
dicates, there is more work to be done. 

Don't forget IREC annual meeting 
Wednesday July 12. 1989 

Scott County 4-H Fairgounds — Winchester 

Illinois Rural 
Electric Co. 

Mailing Address: 
2-12 South Main 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 
Ph: (217) 742-3128 

Main Office Hours: 
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Closed all day Saturday, Sunday and Holidays. 

Holidays Observed — 
New Year’s Day, Good Friday, Memorial Day, 
July Fourth, Labor Day, Veteran’s Day, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

The offices of Illinois Rural Electric Go. will be 
closed on Friday, March 24, in observance of 
Good Friday. 
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Do you have an electric water heater? 
If you do, you should be on the special water heater 

rate. To find out if you are, you can check your bill 
to see if you are receiving a credit for any kilowatt- 
hours used between 500 and 900. Each kwh used in this 
range will show a 5 cent credit. As an example, if your 
total bill was for 879 kwh, and you were on the water 
heater rate, you should see an $18.95 (379 kwh x 5 cent) 
credit in the box marked “electric water heater 
savings.” You can see that a savings of as much as $20 
per month could be realized by being on the water 
heater rate. 

To get on this special rate, just fill out the coupon 

below and return it to Illinois Rural Electric Co. One 
of our employees will come to your house to check the 
water heater and make sure that you start receiving this 
credit on your bill. 

Should you need to replace your present water 
heater, keep in mind that IREC has 80-gallon electric 
water heaters available for purchase by members for 
only $125 plus tax. This heater has low-wattage 
elements, a built-in lime fighter, insulation to R-20, 
meets all ASHRAE 90 standards and must be installed 
on IREC lines. 

For more information, call 742-3128. 

r 1 

To all members who have an electric water heater 
If you have turned in the coupon below before, you are 

on the electric water heater rate and a credit is showing 
on your electric bill and you don’t have to turn in this one. 

But, if you have an electric water heater and have not 

NAME. 

TOWN 

□ Yes, I would like a new water heater, from IREC. 

□ I am the home owner. 

Signed   

turned in a coupon, then you are paying more for your 
kilowatt-hours to heat water and we URGE you to turn in 
this coupon. 

The all-electric homes and offices are on the rate. 

□ I would like for you to check my water heater and 
put me on the special rate. 

This can save you up to $20.00 each month. 

  ADDRESS  

  PHONE   

IMPORTANT 

If you have an electric water heater you must send in the COUPON to Illinois Rural Electric Co. so one of our employees 

can check the heater and see that you get on the water HEATER RATE 

Clip and Mail: To: ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO., 2-12 South Main St., Winchester, Illinois 62694, Attn: Steve Wisdom 

L J 

DEPENDABLE 
JETCLEAN ™ 

DISHWASHERS 

Maytag. • Nobody 
else builds 
dishwashers like 
Maytag. 

AT A GREAT LOW PRICE! 

tARGtCAPACff* 
20.7 CU. FT. 

REFRIGERATOR WITH HUGE 
6.31 CU. FT. FREEZER & TEXTURED DOORS! 

CTX21EK 

Complete Line of 
Hotpoint & Maytag Appliances 
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Service is our business 
You should be aware that Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

has a Member Service Department to help serve the 
needs of its members. This is the department that works 
on the member’s side of the meter. Please read on to 
find out what we can do for you. 

ELECTRIC WATER HEATER 
We can replace elements or thermostats and assure 

proper wiring for your present electric water heater. 
If you need a new water heater, we currently have a 
program where a member can purchase a new 80- 
gallon energy efficient water heater for only $125 plus 
tax. This price includes delivery and, for just a little 
extra, we will install it. In addition, IREC members with 
electric water heaters qualify for a special water heater 
rate, which can save $20 per month over the basic farm 
and home rate. 

ELECTRIC HEAT 
Do you want baseboard heat, ceiling cable heat, an 

electric furnace, or the highly efficient WaterFurnace 
system? We can work with you to determine what type 
of electric heat best suits your wants and needs and we 
can also help insure proper installation. 

GRAIN BINS/LIVESTOCK BUILDINGS 
Proper wiring of farm facilities helps provide for safe 

and efficient operation of farm equipment. Our wiring 
jobs are done according to code so you can realize the 
full benefits from your electric machinery. We also have 
an inventory of parts and materials for those who want 
to do the work themselves. 

HOME APPLIANCES 
The Member Service Department sells both small 

and major appliances. For the kitchen we offer Hot- 
point refrigerators, ranges, and microwave ovens, along 
with many time-saving items such as can openers, crock 
pots and food processors. We also have both chest and 
upright freezers and a line of Hotpoint and Maytag 
dishwashers, washing machines, and dryers. Keep cool 
this summer with a Hotpoint air conditioner or a 
20-inch floor fan. 

FINANCING 
It’s available to qualified members. 
This is but a sampling of the goods and services 

available from the Member Service Department to in¬ 
crease the comfort and convenience on the farm and 
in the home. To find out how we can be of service to 
you, stop by or call the Member Service Department 
at Illinois Rural Electric Co. Remember, service is our 
business, and we are here to serve you. 

Especially near power lines! 
Make sure you fly your kite in wide open 

spaces. Don’t climb trees around power lines 
or raise a ladder or pipe without looking up. 
Be careful when you adjust your roof antenna. 

Be smart and play it safe. Give power lines 
the respect they deserve. 

And please contact us for more informa¬ 
tion about safety and electricity. 

We’re here to help. 

Board meeting report <2 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s of¬ 

fice in Winchester February 6, 1989, at 1:30 p.m. All 
directors were present, along with the general manager, 
office manager, director of member and public rela¬ 
tions, and the Cooperative’s attorney. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed 
and approved as mailed. The board then reviewed the 
financial report with the general manager going over 

no 
the year end figures and outlining the previously ap¬ 
proved deferral plan. After a great deal of discussion, 
the financial report was approved with one dissenting 
vote. 

The accounts paid report was reviewed and ap¬ 
proved, after all questions were answered. The general 
manager then gave the construction and maintenance 
report. The warm weather has contributed to sales 
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being below budget. The board also reviewed a hand¬ 
out showing the peak demands of each of our substa¬ 
tions. After all questions were answered, the report was 
approved. The condition of cash and CFC report was 
then given by the general manager. 

The marketing activity report was given by the direc¬ 
tor of member and public relations. Martin reported 
on the number of appliances sold by the Member Ser¬ 
vices Department. He also updated the board on the 
ENR weatherization program and the Youth to 
Washington essay contest. He further reported on the 
status of the Scott, Morgan and Greene Rural Water 
Organization. 

The next agenda item was the report of a capital 
credit study done by the manager. Gant distributed a 
handout showing the margins and losses for each year 
IREC has been in existence. It was noted that all 
margins are assigned to capital credits, but REA would 
like to see at least 40 percent equity before distributing 
any capital credits. There could be exceptions to this 
guideline, but REA would allow no more than 25 per¬ 
cent of any margins to be distributed with less than 40 
percent plant equity. After a great deal of discussion, 
a motion was made and seconded to distribute capital 
credits through the year 1959. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

J.M. Sapp gave a report on the annual meeting com¬ 
mittee meeting. The committee’s recommendation was 
to hold the annual meeting at the Scott County 4-H 
Fairgrounds in Winchester on Wednesday, July 12, 
1989, beginning at 9:30 a.m. The committee further 
recommended that each registered member receive a 
door prize and that local entertainment be sought. It 
was moved, seconded and approved that these recom¬ 
mendations be accepted. 

The manager’s certification to CFC was approved. 
The manager then gave a report on the regular meeting 
of the WIPCO board. A joint meeting of the Soyland 
and WIPCO boards was held to discuss the still 
undecided date for commercialization of the Clinton 
plant. A report on operations at the Clinton plant was 
given by Jim Greenwood. The two boards then went 
into their individual meetings. It was noted that the 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) ap¬ 
proved the co-generation waiver which says the G&T’s, 
rather than the distribution coops, will handle all co¬ 
generation issues. Several lawsuits were discussed and 
it was noted that FRIER I is essentially dead. No action 
has taken place lately on FRIER II. This concluded the 
manager’s report on the regular WIPCO meeting. 

Under the next agenda item, the board evaluated 
several transportation bids. The capital expenditures 
budget contained provisions for replacing two service 
trucks, one basket truck and the addition of one truck 
for the meter department. After the bids were reviewed, 
the lowest bids were accepted. 

The board approved two requests for refunds of 
membership. 

The general manager reported on the regular 
meeting of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooper¬ 
atives’ board of directors. Steve Ring, comptroller, went 
over the financial reports. Bert McVay, representing 
Federated Rural Electric Insurance, presented a check 
to the AIEC to be used for its safety program. Larry 
Elledge reported on several items pertaining to the Il¬ 
linois Rural Electric News. Bob Ripplemeyer made his 
report on NRECA activities, Bob Patton made the 
Member Services Department report, and Earl Struck 
gave the legislative report. This concluded the mana¬ 
ger’s report on the AIEC regular meeting. 

Under the next agenda item, three directors reported 
on a continuing education course they had attended 
on “Strengthening the Role of the Board.” It was noted 
that the next course for directors would be held once 
in March and once in April and would deal with 
“Understanding Electric Utility Operations.” 

The president then handed out committee assign¬ 
ments for the year. The executive committee agreed 
to meet on February 23, 1989. 

Final plans were made for directors to attend the Na¬ 
tional Rural Electric Cooperative Associations annual 
meeting which will be held in Washington, D.C. this 
year. There were no accidents to report for January. 

The board then approved 25 applications for 
membership. There being no further business to be 
brought before the board, the meeting was adjourned. 

Confusion about insurance 
It has come to our attention that members of Il¬ 

linois Rural Electric Co. have received mail recently 
about insurance. There is some confusion about 
IREC and the insurance company. The name of the 
insurance company is Reserve National Insuarnce 
Company. IREC is not affiliated with the company 
and does not endorse its policies. 

The mail, sent simply to “Postal Patron Local,” 
has a return address bearing the words: “A National 
Association of Rural Co-operative Members.” The 
group has no known affiliation with any rural elec¬ 
tric cooperative. 

If you receive any mail about insurance or 
anything else, and you are not sure of its legitimacy, 
double check. If a salesman suggests he represents 
a firm affiliated with rural electrification, ask ques¬ 
tions and get written proof of any affiliation. 

Your electric cooperative’s good will has been 
built on 50 years of trust. Don’t let someone trade 
on that good will and trust to sell you insurance, or 
anything else. 

If Illinois Rural Electric Co. can be of any 
assistance in answering any questions you may have, 
please feel free to call 742-3128. 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Capital credits distribution 
If you have been reading the Board Report each 

month, you already know that during the board 
meeting February 6, the board voted to distribute 
capital credits this year. This means that those members 
who invested capital in Illinois Rural Electric Co. by 
purchasing electricity from the cooperative during cer¬ 
tain years when margins were realized will be receiving 
checks based on the amount of their purchases. The 
years the board voted to return credits on were: 1944, 
1945, 1946, 1948, and 1959. 

We will be mailing notices from our office to those 
members who have money due them. We plan to have 
checks available at the annual meeting July 12. 

If you know someone you think may have been a 
member of IREC during any of the above-listed years, 
have them call or stop by the office and we will be able 
to tell them if they have a check due them. 

Because of the cooperative nature of rural electric 

systems, every dollar of payment by an electric coop¬ 
erative member in excess of the cost of providing elec¬ 
tric service becomes part of the capital of the coopera¬ 
tive. Regardless of whether the term capital credits, 
member equity or patronage capital is used, it is an 
electric cooperative member’s payments in excess of 
the cost of furnishing that member’s electric service, 
accumulated to a given point in time. 

This payment in excess of costs is represented by 
what is termed “margins” in electric cooperative opera¬ 
tions. This margin of payments over operating cost is 
shown on the cooperative’s balance sheet by an 
item called “equity.” Equity represents the member- 
consumers’ contributions of capital to the cooperative’s 
business. It is different from debt capital, which usually 
comes from non-owners of the cooperative for a fixed 
term and involves the payment of interest. 

Capital credits, margins or equity in the cooperative’s 
system is credited to the individual member’s account 
according to the member’s total yearly patronage with 
the cooperative. Capital credits, then, are allocations 
of margins to individual members based in direct pro¬ 
portion to each member’s contribution to the margins 
realized. 

Electric cooperatives may repay such capital credits 
to their members or to their estates under appropriate 
circumstances as the cooperative’s financial condition 
permits. 

Waterlogged pumps can produce unnecessarily high electric bills 
Does the pump on your pressure water system start 

almost every time you run water? If it does, then the 
pressure tank is probably suffering from a common ail¬ 
ment known as “waterlogging.” In other words, it is too 
full of water. 

It is necessary to have a cushion of air above the 
water. The air is compressed as water is pumped into 
the tank and expands as water is withdrawn. The larger 
the air cushion, the more water the tank can deliver 
between any given extremes of pressure. 

Most farm water systems have pressure switches ad¬ 
justed to start the pump when the pressure drops to 

20 pounds and stop it when it reaches 40 pounds. A 
42-gallon pressure tank, the size used in many farm 
water systems, can deliver about seven gallons of water 

between pressures of 40 and 20 pounds. 
The size of the air cushion will not remain constant. 

Water absorbs the air, so eventually the air cushion 

becomes so small that, by even drawing a very small 
amount of water, it will cause the pump motor to start 
and stop. 

Manufacturers have devised various methods to solve 
this problem. One method is to have an air valve con¬ 
trolled by a float inside the pressure tank. 

When the water level in the tank rises too high, the 
float opens an air valve and permits the pump to “sniff’ 
the air, which is carried into the tank with the water. 

Should the valve core begin to leak, do not replace 
it with an auto tire valve core. The auto tire core has 
a much stronger spring and the pump cannot suck air 
through the water. 

Frequent starting and stopping also causes undue 
wear on the pump and motor. 

Allowing the water pump to operate in a waterlogged 
condition means an unnecessary maintenance expense 
and a much higher electric bill. 
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Standby power—out on the farm 
The need for emergency standby electric generators 

is usually not critical to the homeowner in town. The 
farm and rural residents need for emergency electrical 
service depends on the processes and products in¬ 
volved. Some rural areas have the added problem that 
most outages almost always involve their water supply 
and much of their heat. Also, rural lines are more 
strung out, frequently running near trees that may 
cause a fault. A major ice storm, for instance, can 
blanket an entire system, causing outages in many sec¬ 
tions at the same time. 

Electricity is a form of energy most everyone takes 
for granted until they find themselves without it; no 
lights, cold homes, no TV, and probably no water. 
These are major inconveniences to many, but they are 
not that serious, according to dairy, livestock, and 
poultry farmers. 

Aside from the water and heat problem on farms, 
one of the critical needs concerns life processes. Ven¬ 
tilation for livestock in enclosed buildings is critical. 
Heat for baby chicks, silage unloading from sealed silos, 
power for milking a large dairy herd, power for cooling 
milk, and vegetables and power for aerating wastes for 
digestion are some of the more critical needs. 

Doing large farm chores by hand is very wasteful and 
time-consuming, if not impossible. During an outage 
the most often asked question by farmers is, “What 
other choice do we have?” The answer to that question 
is a standby power unit or a generator for auxiliary 
power in case of emergency use during outages. They 
may also be used if electricity is needed away from per¬ 
manent lines such as repair of machinery in the field. 
They can be stationary units with their own engines, 
or portable units which are run by the power-take-off 
(PTO) of a farm tractor. 

It is not usually practical or economical to provide 
standby generator capacity great enough to carry the 
entire farm load. It is necessary to determine which 
uses of electricity are essential and which can be 
eliminated temporarily. 

It may be possible to cut the total essential load still 
further by staggering the use of essential equipment. 

Generator size must be carefully computed. If a 
generator is too small, electric motors will not start or 

will burn out, and other equipment will not work 
properly. Electric motors require three to five times 
more power when starting than when running. 

Gatekeeper program 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. employees will now be par¬ 

ticipating in the Gatekeeper program. IREC employees 
will act as the eyes and ears for the Illinois Department 
on Aging and will direct that agency to senior citizens 
who may be in need of assistance. 

IREC employees will make no judgment calls, but if 
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If a portable power unit is to be used, a few precau¬ 
tions must be taken. A double-throw transfer switch 
must be installed (see picture) to make it impossible 
to interconnect the main power source and the standby 
unit. This will prevent the unit from backfeeding into 
the main power lines, where it could be hazardous to 
linemen repairing the down lines. Secondly, it will pro- 

Transfer switch for use with standby generator. Unit 
shown is a double-pole, double-throw, manually 
actuated switch. Contacts are so arranged that it is 
impossible to have both the generator and the power 
service connected at the same time. 

tect your unit from damage should it operate when the 
main power source is restored. Another precaution you 
should take is to store the power unit in a dry place 
when it is not in use and test it from time to time to 
be certain it is working properly. 

The frame of a standby generator should be 
grounded for personal safety. 

You may also want or need an alarm that lets you 
know when the main line power was interrupted and 
when it is restored. 

Should you wish further information or would like 
assistance in sizing and proper installation of a standby 
unit, contact Illinois Rural Electric Co. at 217-742-3128. 

they see a situation involving a person over 60 years 
of age that they think may need attention, they will 
refer the matter to the Illinois Department on Aging. 
That department, in turn, will dispatch a case manager, 
who will assess the situation and offer any available ser¬ 
vices that may be needed. 

We at Illinois Rural Electric Co. look at this program 
as another way that we can serve the community in 
which we live and work. 



Buy a Fedders air conditioner from Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
by the end o! April and receive $75 or $100 U.S. Savings Bonds. 

Fedders, which makes these units in Illinois, will send you a 
O $75 Savings Bond if you buy a Model ASM12-E2J, a 12,500-Btu, 115-volt window 

unit with an EER rating of 9.0 
• $100 Savings Bond if you buy a Model ASL19-E7J, an 18,500-Btu, 230-volt 

window unit with an EER rating of 9.0 
• $100 Savings Bond if you buy a Model ASL14-E2J, a 14,000-Btu, 115-volt window 

unit with an EER of 10. 

When you purchase any of these three models, you will receive 
an application to be sent to Fedders for your Savings Bond. 

Be ready for the air conditioning season and get a Savings Bond, too. 

Don't forget IREC annual meeting 
Wednesday July 12, 1989 

Scott County 4-H Fairgounds — Winchester 

Board meeting report 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s of¬ 

fice in Winchester March 7, 1989, at 1:30 p.m. Nine 
directors were present, along with the general manager, 
office manager, director of member and public rela¬ 
tions and the cooperative’s attorney. Two directors 
were absent. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed 
and approved as mailed. The board then reviewed the 
financial report. The general manager went over each 
budgeted item in the report and explained any 
overages or underages. After all questions were 
answered, the report was approved. 

The accounts paid report was then reviewed and ap¬ 
proved. The general manager then gave the kilowatt- 
hour transaction report. 9,142,352 kilowatt-hours were 
purchased in January while sales for the same period 
were 8,434,813. We served 9,526 consumers with an 
average usage of 885 kilowatt-hours. 

The condition of cash report was then given with the 
general manager giving the balances in the local banks 
and the office manager commenting on the interest 
rates at CFG. 

The marketing activity report was given by the direc¬ 

tor of member and public relations. Martin reported 
on the number of appliances sold by the Member Ser¬ 
vice Department in January. He then referred the 
board to the Member Service Department report, 
which showed a slight margin for the month. He also 
updated the board on the status of the ENR weatheriza- 
tion grant program and discussed the Youth to 
Washington essay contest. He further reported on 
several training courses he had attended and answered 
questions concerning the Scott, Morgan, Greene Rural 
Water Organization. This concluded the marketing 
report for January. 

The next agenda item was the report from the Na¬ 
tional Rural Electric Cooperative Association annual 
meeting. There were 11,863 delegates in attendance 
and 70 new association resolutions were passed at the 
business meeting. Speeches were given by Senator 
Robert Dole of Kansas and Senator Robert Byrd of 
West Virginia. There were also several panel sessions, 
as well as the opportunity to meet with REA staff. 
Overall, the directors who attended were pleased with 
the meeting. 

Next on the agenda was the general manager’s job 
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description and evaluation forms. The chairman stated 
the executive committee had met and reviewed a 
description of the manager’s duties. After making some 
changes, copies were sent to the directors for their 
review. After discussion, the revised job description was 
approved, and it was agreed that each board member 
would review and return the evaluation forms so the 
executive committee could study them prior to the next 
board meeting. 

The appointment of the Nominating Committee for 
1989 was the next agenda item. The board has set July 
12 as the date for the annual meeting this year. Direc¬ 
tors whose terms will be expiring are Ronald Myers, 
J.M. Sapp, Robert Brown and John Early. After discus¬ 
sion, the board appointed the nominating committee 
which will meet May 15 in Winchester. 

The general manager then reported on the regular 
WIPCO meeting. Prior to the meeting, the Soyland 
and WIPCO boards met jointly to go over several 
items. Reports were heard from Ed Williams, Doug 
Dougherty, and Jim Greenwood concerning a Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission case against CIPS, the 
Western Illinois Corridor Council, and the Clinton 
plant, respectively. Upon adjourning to its individual 
meeting, the WIPCO board heard various financial and 
statistical reports as well as reports on the debt restruc¬ 
turing agreement and a pending lawsuit. 

Permission was granted for R.C. Lacy, chief engineer, 
to attend the annual meeting of the Institute of Elec¬ 
trical and Electronics Engineers. It was then noted that, 
due to the NRECA annual meeting, AIEC did not have 
a board meeting in February, so there would be no 
report. 

The next agenda item was the 1989 member attitude 
and demographic survey that is to be conducted in 
cooperation with the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives and Sangamon State University. IREC 
participated in a similar survey in 1985, and, after some 
discussion, it was decided to participate in the survey 
again. Two directors voted against the proposal. 

The board discussed an upcoming continuing educa¬ 
tion course, “Understanding Electric Utility Opera¬ 
tions,” which will be held in April. 

The chairman asked the attorney to report on the 
FRIER suits and other pending litigation. A motion to 
dismiss the FRIER II case has been heard and a con¬ 
tinuance granted. Illinois Power has filed an answer 
to the suit filed by Soyland/WIPCO in FRIER I. There 
are still several questions to be answered concerning 
contractual agreements, but dates have not yet been set 
to hear this suit. 

The chairman then asked the manager to report on 
the cost-of-service study item on the agenda. The 
manager explained that a cost-of-service study looks at 
the basic revenue-producing rates and determines the 
rate of return on each rate class, taking into account 
the investments in plant and all of the expenses the 
cooperative incurs in delivering electricity under each 
of these rate classes. The manager felt that this type 
of study was needed as a basis for looking at an irriga¬ 
tion rate. The board agreed and directed the manager 
to hire the AIEC to do this study. 

Under other business, it was noted that the Agricul¬ 
tural Legislative Breakfast will be held in Springfield 
April 6. The manager reported that the superintendent 
of schools in Winchester had contacted him about 
telecommunication dishes being installed in area 
schools. The superintendent had attended a meeting 
where he heard the general manager of Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative speak about that coopera¬ 
tive’s contribution of 10 satellite TV systems to area 
schools. After considerable discussion, the board 
directed the manager to gather more information to 
see how Illinois Rural Electric Co. might help in this 
type of program. The board then approved a motion 
to meet at 5 p.m. April 3, with the Executive Commit¬ 
tee to meet at 3 p.m. on the same day. Plans were 
discussed for the Legislative Planning Conference to 
be held in Washington, D.C., the first part of May. The 
board voted to move the May meeting date from May 
1 to May 8, at 5 p.m. There were no loss-of-time ac¬ 
cidents to report for February. 

Thirty applications for membership were approved. 
There being no further business, the meeting was 

adjourned. 

Gant is new area serviceman 
David Gant is serving as area serviceman for those members served by 

the Carrollton and Eldred substations. 
An employee of Illinois Rural Electric Co. sincejuly 1, 1980, Gant has 

been working as this area’s serviceman since January. 
A native of Winchester, he and his wife, Sharon, have three children: 

Nick, 10; Jenny, 7; and Wes, 3. They live near Carrollton. 
Gant may be reached by calling (217) 942-9222. 
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James Brannan, 58, of rural 
A long-time Illinois Rural Elec¬ 

tric Co. director, James Thomas 
Brannan, 58, of rural Eldred died 
April 15, at his residence. 

He was born August 5, 1930, in 
Eldred, son of Kenneth and Opal 
Shaw Brannan. His mother survives 
in Eldred. 

He married Eva Lou Oettle on 
July 1, 1951, in Eldred. She survives, along with a 
daughter, Mrs. Tom (Jerri Lou) Camerer of Eldred; two 

Eldred dies 
sons, Greg Brannan of Carrollton and Dan Brannan 
of Gillette, Wyoming; six grandchildren; a sister. 
Frances Gangwish of Gibbon, Nebraska; and a brother. 
Max Brannan of Eldred. 

Brannan was a grain farmer, vice president of IREC 
board and a member of the Eldred Baptist Church. 

Services were held April 18 at the Airsman-Hires 
Funeral Home in Carrollton, with burial in Memorial 
Gardens Cemetery in Eldred. Visitation was from 5 to 
8 p.m. April 17. Memorials are suggested to the Eldred 
Baptist Church. 

Satellite TV Programming 
Call Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
(217) 742-3128 

Hook-up fee, $15.00 

Basic Package $9.95 per month 
CNN (24-hour, in-depth news, weather, sports and special 

features) 
Headline News (Around-the-clock, constantly updated, 

half-hour newscasts) 
ESPN (Around-the-clock sports coverage and sports-related 

programming, with fall emphasis on Sunday night 
NFL games) 

CBN The Family Channel (Family-oriented pro¬ 
gramming, syndicated programming, movies, inspirational 
shows) 

USA Network (Broadbased entertainment network 
with womens', childrens', youths', sports and variety 
programming) 

Nickelodeon (Programming for children and adolescents. 
Evening programming switches to "Nick at Night'' with 
favorite half-hour syndicated programming for the entire 
family) 

Lifetime (Health and family programming with standard 
programs of special interest to women) 

KTVT-Dallas (Independent station offering Texas Rangers 
baseball, movies, syndicated offerings) 

WPIX-New York (Home of New York Yankees baseball, 
sports, movies, syndicated programming) 

WGN-Chicago (Independent station offering movies, 
sports (Chicago Cubs), news and specials) 

WTBS-Atlanta (Station featuring movies, sports 
(NBA basketball and the Atlanta Braves), original pro¬ 
gramming, syndicated shows and news) 

for IREC Members with Decoders 
The Weather Channel (Current regional, national and 

international weather information, 24 hours a day, with 
special programs for travelers, sports fans, pilots, and 
weather features) 

Country Music Television (24 hours of country music 
video clips, seven days a week) 

The Discovery Channel (Features cultural and scientific 
educational programming presented in documentary style) 

The Learning Channel (Programming built around the 
concept of life-long learning. Emphasis is on career 
growth, parenting, keeping abreast of the changing world, 
new skill development, and opportunities for continued 
informal and formal education) 

The Nostalgia Channel (Movies from the early years 
of the motion picture industry through the 1950s) 

The Nashville Network (Country music entertainment) 
The Travel Channel (Emphasis on travel and travel 

promotions. Included in Rural TV for promotional value. 
Will not scramble.) 

Also Available: 
HBO 
Cinemax 
Disney 
HBO and Cinemax 
HBO and Disney 
Cinemax and Disney 
HBO, Cinemax, 

and Disney 
PrimeTime 24 
Skyline Silver 
Superstation TBS 
Starion Premiere Cinema 
Stardust Theatre 

$ 8.95 per mo. 
8.95 per mo. 
7.95 per mo. 

15.95 per mo. 
15.95 per mo. 
15.95 per mo. 

21.95 per mo. 
3.55 per mo. 
3.00 per mo. 
19.95 per yr. 
9.95 per mo. 
5.50 per mo. 
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<z Board meeting report 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s of¬ 

fice in Winchester April 3, 1989, at 5:00 p.m. All direc¬ 
tors were present, along with the general manager, 
office manager, director of member and public rela¬ 
tions and the Cooperative’s attorney. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed 
and approved as mailed. The board then reviewed the 
financial report with the general manager, comparing 
the budget figures to the actual figures for the month 
of February. After all questions were answered, the 
financial report was approved. 

The accounts paid report was reviewed and ap¬ 
proved, after all questions were answered. The general 
manager then gave the kilowatt-hour transaction 
report. We purchased 9,310,930 kilowatt-hours in 
February with a demand of 18,549.6 kilowatts. Sales for 
the month were 8,398,263, so line loss was around 
9 percent. The load factor was about 69 percent for 
February. The condition of cash and CFC report was 
then given by the manager. 

The marketing report was given by the director of 
member and public relations. Mark Martin reported 
on the number of appliances sold by the Member Ser¬ 
vice Department in February and March. He then 
reported on activities concerning the weatherization 
grant program, advertising, WaterFurnace, economic 
development, and the Youth to Washington program. 

The board then approved a resolution giving the 
general manager authority to borrow money from CFC 
on short-term basis. 

The next agenda item was the approval of a resolu¬ 
tion to pay WIPCO equity funding. The cooperative 
had previously made application to REA to borrow 
money to pay the equity funding. They have been ap¬ 
proved for the loan providing that REA and WIPCO 
executed a debt restructuring agreement and that the 
loan funds would be used to pay the equity funding. 
Since the debt restructuring agreement is now official, 
the board passed the resolution to use the loan funds 
to pay the remaining equity funding. 

Bob Brown, chairman of the Load Building and Sales 
Promotion Committee, then reported on his commit¬ 
tee’s recent meeting. The main topic of discussion was 

the development of a marketing plan. He handed out 
a mission statement for the board’s review. There was 
no action taken by the board at this time, but the com¬ 
mittee will be meeting again in April to further discuss 
a marketing plan. 

The next item on the agenda was the regular meeting 
of WIPCO and Soyland. A joint meeting of the two 
boards was held with topics that included manager’s 
certification and a national advertising campaign. The 
boards then went into their individual sessions. The 
directors from Rural Electric (Convenience Cooperative 
had resigned their posts, so new directors were ap¬ 
pointed to replace them. A transmission report was 
heard. The Pearl plant was on line for all but eight 
hours in February when it was down to retube a boiler. 
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There was also some discussion concerning the re¬ 
fueling at the Clinton plant. This concluded the report 
of the regular WIPCO meeting. 

A report was then given on the special meeting of 
the new Soyland board. This meeting, held March 29, 
1989, was the first official meeting of the merged 
generation and transmission cooperative. Actions 
taken included voting on the bylaws and retaining at¬ 
torneys. E.H. Williams, executive vice president and 
general manager of Soyland, presented Jack Van Mark, 
acting administrator for REA with the first $5.3 million 
payment on the restructured WIPCO debt. Jack 
Williams, president of the board of directors of the Na¬ 
tional Rural Electric Cooperatives Association, was also 
a special guest at the meeting. 

A report was then heard on the AIEC regular 
meeting. Directors from Menard Electric Cooperative 
and Western Illinois Electrical Coop, were absent. New 
directors from Corn Belt Electric Cooperative were 
seated as was one from Edgar Electric Co-operative 
Association. The financial report was heard and the 
NRECA report was also heard. Further reports were 
heard concerning the Engineering Department, 
legislative activities, legal concerns and the Rural Elec¬ 
tric Youth Day. 

Plans were made for staff and interested directors 
to attend the annual legislative planning conference 
in Washington, D.C. A reminder was given about the 
upcoming continuing education course for directors 
entitled, “Understanding Electric Utility Operations.” 

The cooperative attorney then reported on the 
FRIER lawsuits. Under FRIER I, a ruling has been 
handed down that WIPCO and Soyland can act as the 
plaintiffs in this suit. Attorney Robert Bonjean felt that 
this ruling would probably be appealed. Under FRIER 
II, a hearing was scheduled for April 11, 1989, at 1:30 
p.m. in Springfield. It was felt that any decision in this 
case would also be appealed. 

There were no accidents to report for the month of 
March. The board approved 30 applications for 
membership. 

The board also approved an energy resource con¬ 
servation loan for a member who plans to install a 
WaterFurnace ground source heat pump system. Plans 
were discussed for the 19th annual Illinois Agricultural 
Legislative Breakfast, in Springfield April 6, 1989. The 
board then discussed the cooperative’s policy con¬ 
cerning the relocation of electric lines. After much 
discussion, the matter was referred to the Rates and 
Board Policy (Committee. The committee will review 
the policy and report back to the board with a 
recommendation. 

The board then went into executive session for the 
purpose of performing the annual evaluation of the 
general manager. Upon returning to the regular 
meeting, and with no further business to discuss, the 
meeting was then adjourned. 



Eight extraordinary area students participated in the "Illinois Rural Electric Youth Day" activities in Springfield 
April 11. The students, sponsored by Illinois Rural Electric Co., toured the State Capitol, Governor's Mansion, 
Lincoln's Home and neighborhood. Old State Capitol, State Museum and Lincoln's Tomb. At a Legislative 
Dinner that evening, the students met with their state senator, Vince Demuzio of Carlinville. From left are: 
front row, Brenda Wohlers, Franklin; Susan Talkemeyer, Arenzville, and Chris Ballinger, Pittsfield; back row, 
chaperone Mark Martin, Carrie Loos, Hull; Heidi Loyd, Pittsfield; Kevin Hannel, Jacksonville; Andrew Eads, 
Jerseyville; Warren Dodson, Greenfield; Senator Demuzio and chaperone Dennis Taylor. The Illinois Rural 
Electric Co. contingent was part of a group of more than 100 students from across the state participating 
in "Illinois Rural Electric Youth Day" activities. 

Thirteen cooperatives 
"Rural Electric Youth 

A panel of three “Youth Tour alumni” spoke to 
students at the noon luncheon. Rep. Ryder, who 
represented M.J.M. Electric Cooperative on the 1966 
tour and then returned to be a chaperone on the tour 
in 1979, said the Youth Tour trip helped convince him 
to become a lawyer and get involved in politics. “I was 
at a crossroads then and I really think that if it had not 
been for that trip, I would have made some different 
decisions,” Ryder noted. “The trip to Washington, D.C. 
is one of those events in your lifetime that you never 
forget.” John Schmitt, assistant to the Governor for 
Natural Resources and 1971 Youth Tour participant 
representing Southwestern Electric Cooperative, 
recalled shaking hands with President Richard Nixon 
and Senator George McGovern during the tour. “That 
trip was one of the largest impacts upon my life at that 
time. It helped me make up my mind about what I was 
going to do with the rest of my life,” Schmitt said. 
Randall Rings, AIEC staff attorney and 1978 tour par¬ 
ticipant representing Western Illinois Electrical Coop., 
said the “personal contacts with the legislators” make 
the Youth Tour programs so valuable to students and 
the cooperatives. “When you’re in Washington, 
tell those legislators that you represent an electric 
cooperative ... the one place where democracy still 
works in the business world.” The panel of “tour 
alumni” was selected in recognition of 30 years of 
Illinois participation in the Youth Tour program. The 
30th Youth Tour will head east from Springfield 
June 16 and return June 23. 

represented at 
Day" 

Thirteen Illinois electric cooperatives, including 
Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative were represented by 
120 outstanding high school students and their 
chaperones during the annual “Youth Day” to 
Springfield program April 11. During the day-long 
activities in the state capital, students toured the main 
sights of Springfield and met with a host of state 
legislators. The group toured Lincoln’s Home and 
neighborhood, Executive Mansion, Lincoln’s Tomb, 
Illinois Vietnam Veterans Memorial, State Capitol, 
State Museum and Old State Capitol. 

Rep. Tom Ryder of Jerseyville attended the "Illinois 
Rural Electric Youth Day" luncheon and visited with 
the IREC representatives on the tour. Looking on is 
Mark Martin, chaperone. 
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WaterFurnace system 
How it works 

Selecting a heating and cooling system for a home 
or business is an important investment decision for any 
consumer. Since energy costs are an important factor 
in this decision, many people are taking a closer look 
at the variety of high-efficiency systems that are now 
on the market. 

Keep in mind that energy costs are not the only con¬ 
sideration when deciding on a system. Research has 
shown that today’s consumer also wants a safe heating 
and cooling system that offers comfort, convenience 
and control. The WaterFurnace ground source heat 
pump is proving that it can meet these criteria in 
homes and businesses throughout the Midwest. In fact, 
with recent advances in heat pump design and pipe 
materials, WaterFurnace heat pumps are the most 
reliable and efficient heating and cooling systems 
available. 

To understand how a ground-source heat pump 
works, think of the earth as a huge solar collector. In 
Illinois, the temperature at a depth of six feet will 
remain relatively constant, usually between 45-55 
degrees Fahrenheit. The WaterFurnace heat pump 
makes efficient use of this natural heat storage capa¬ 
bility to heat and cool your home or business. Using 
the principles of refrigeration, heat is drawn from the 
ground in the winter, intensified, and pumped into 
your home. In the summer, a reversing valve turns the 
process around, allowing you to cool your house and 
transfer heat to the cooler ground outside. The only 
energy used is electricity to run the compressor. 

By taking advantage of the more constant tempera¬ 
ture of the earth rather than relying on the outside air, 
the ground source heat pump system is more efficient 
and more economical than conventional air-to-air heat 
pumps. For each unit of electricity going into the 
WaterFurnace heat pump, as much as 3 '/a units of heat 

will be delivered. And, as a bonus, the WaterFurnace 
system uses what is called a desuperheater to provide 
year-round hot water with no sacrifice of comfort. The 
desuperheater drastically reduces water heating costs, 
and during summer months, may provide hot water vir¬ 
tually free by diverting heat to the water storage tank 
before transporting it to the ground outside. 

The WaterFurnace system uses polybutylene pipe to 
circulate a water and antifreeze mixture through the 
ground. The pipe can be buried horizontally or ver¬ 
tically within the earth with the length of pipe in the 
loop carefully sized to each consumer’s application so 
that enough heat is absorbed for winter heating and 
released for summer cooling. The polybutylene 
material provides a combination of good heat trans¬ 
ferring capabilities with strength and should last 50 
years. 

Because of its unique efficiencies, a WaterFurnace 
heat pump system can lower your heating costs by 50 
to 70 percent and reduce your cooling costs by 30 to 
40 percent over conventional heating and cooling 
system. Exact savings will depend upon the building’s 
construction and the consumer’s usage patterns. 
However, in many cases, the payback on a WaterFur¬ 
nace heat pump system may be realized in three to five 
years. Also keep in mind that maintenance costs will 
be reduced. Because the compressor is located indoors, 
it should have a useful lifespan of 20 years or more. 
In addition, there is no need for a defrost cycle nor¬ 
mally required in air-to-air units. 

If you are interested in a WaterFurnace heat pump, 
you should contact Steve Wisdom at 742-3128. He 
would be glad to talk with you in further detail about 
the advantages of heating and cooling your home or 
business with this type of system. 

Don't forget 
IREC annual meeting 

Wednesday July 12, 1989 
Scott County 4-H Fairgounds 
Winchester 
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Capital credits checks will be distributed 
During the February board meeting, directors voted 

to distribute capital credits this year. This means that, 
for the first time in the history of Illinois Rural Elec¬ 
tric Co., refund checks will be given to those members 
who received service from IREC in certain years. The 
years the board voted to return credits on were: 1944, 
1945, 1946, 1948 and 1959. 

have a refund due them. Those members who respond 
to this letter prior to the annual meeting can pick their 
checks up at the annual meeting, July 12. There will 
be a booth set up for those members wanting to know 
if they have a refund coming. Why not plan to attend 
your cooperative’s annual meeting and perhaps take 
home a little money as well? 

IREC plans to send a letter to those members who 

Desktop fan is attendance prize 
Each registered member attending IREC’s annual 

meeting this year will receive a seven-inch, two-speed, 
oscillating desktop fan just for showing up. 

But that’s not all. You will also have a chance to win 
any of a number of prizes to be given away July 12. 
Prizes will be given away by Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

as well as by the exhibitors at the meeting. You could 
win $25 credit on your electric bill, one of several small 
appliances, or the Early Bird prize—a Hotpoint 
microwave oven. Many exhibitors also offer prizes on 
this special day. But remember, you must be present 
to win. 

Members' Bargain Table 
Last year was the first year for the Members’ makers, smoke detectors, clock radios, and light 

Bargain Table. It proved so successful that we will bulbs. And that’s not all. Come see for yourself 
have it again this year. You can look for bargain July 12. 
prices on items that you want—things like coffee- 

Ben Benton is annual meeting entertainment 
Crossroads Records recording artist Ben Benton will 

perform two shows at this year’s annual meeting. 
Ben began guitar when he was six years old. He 

became interested in the piano at 16, and that has been 
his main instrument since. He is a dynamic entertainer 

who writes much of his own material. He has had 15 
songs published and has signed a recording contract 
with Crossroads Records. 

Plan to come to the annual meeting and hear Ben 
Benton and his band perform two shows July 12. 

Blood pressure, cholesterol tests to be available 
How’s your blood pressure? How about your choles- and Baker’s Pharmacy of Winchester. These special ser- 

terol level? Blood pressure testing and cholesterol vices will be available to all IREC members, so we hope 
screening will be available at your annual meeting this you will take advantage of them, 
year through Illini Community Hospital of Pittsfield 
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ANNUAL MEETING 
SPECIALS 

tAR6£ 
cfcpNcrrf 

DEPENDABLE 
JETCLEAN 

DISHWASHERS 

20.7 CU FT. 

REFRIGERATOR WITH HUGE 

6.31 CU. FT. FREEZER & TEXTURED DOORS' 

se 
HOTPOINT 
SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED* 
OR YOUR MONEY BACH! 

CHEST FREEZER! 
■ 15.0 cu. ft. food freezer 

■ built-in lockBgljdingwire 

basket ■ defrost water drain 

■ adjustable temperature 

control ■ textured lid. 

Model FH15CK 

• Nobody gets your 
dishes cleaner than 
Maytag. • Nobody 
else builds 
dishwashers like 
Maytag. 

30” RANGE WITH 

SELF-CLEANING OVEN 

FEDDERS 
WORLD CLASS 
ROOM AIR CONDITIONERS 

• 5-year limited warranty 
on compressor 

• Adjustable automatic 
thermostat 

• Air Exchanger 

Everything 
Marked Down 

on this Day 

ANNUAL MEETING DAY 
WEDNESDAY JULY 12, 1989 
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Your invitation to the 51st annual meeting 
Dear Member: 

Your Board of Directors joins me in extending to you an invitation to attend our big 
51th Annual Meeting and Electrical Fair to be held at the Scott County 4-H Fair Associa¬ 
tion Building, Winchester, starting at 9:30 a.m., D.S.T., July 12, 1989. 

Registration will start at 8 a.m. 
There will be musical entertainment on stage throughout the day, in which our members 

have always displayed much interest. 
We hope that each of you will find time to come to our Annual Meeting this year, so 

that by your interest and cooperation we directors, who have tried in the past year to 
guide your cooperative, will find that you are backing us up. It will be a chance to meet 
old friends and acquaintances and, in general, have a good time. 

Around July 1, you will receive the program of the meeting. On the back cover, you’ll 
find a registration card, which will save you time and possibly eliminate standing in line 
to register Annual Meeting Day. 

We’re hoping to see you! 

William Griswold, President 

DRAWINGS FOR PRIZES 
from Exhibitors & IREC 

All Day Long! 

——For Co-op Members Only. 

Early 
Bird Award 

Hotpoint 
MICROWAVE 

FREE 

C NUCA 

Business 
Meeting: 
(In the Morning) 
Elections of Directors 

Progress Reports 

12 MEMBERS WILL BE AWARDED $25 
CREDIT ON THEIR ELECTRIC BILLS. 

Names will be drawn from those 
members registered at the Annual 

Meeting. 

6 drawings will be made at 9:30 a.m. just 
ahead of the entertainment by Ben 

Benton. 

6 drawings will be made throughout the 
morning program. 

Fairgrounds 
Exhibits 

Farm Automation Equip¬ 

ment, Material Handling 

Equipment, Heating and 

Cooling Systems, Home 

Appliance, and Entertain¬ 

ment Equipment 

LUNCH 
available on the grounds 
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Board meeting, report 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s of¬ 

fice in Winchester May 8, 1989, at 5 p.m. All directors 
were present, along with the general manager, office 
manager, director of member and public relations, 
chief engineer and Cooperative’s attorney. 

Before conducting any business, those present stood 
for a moment of silent prayer in remembrance of 
James T. Brannan. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved 
as mailed. The board then reviewed the financial report 
with the general manager comparing the budget figures 
to the actual figures for the month of March. After all 
questions were answered, the financial report was 
approved. 

The accounts paid report was reviewed and ap¬ 
proved, after all questions were answered. The manager 
then referred the directors to the operating report and 
the cash flow report. He explained that loan funds from 
REA had been received and were used to pay the 
balance of equity funding. The manager then gave the 
kilowatt-hour transaction report. We purchased 
8,618,404 kilowatt-hours with a demand of 17,985.3 
kilowatts. Sales for the month were 7,584,038, which 
was down somewhat from the previous month. Average 
usage per consumer was 806 kwh for April. The con¬ 
dition of cash and CFG report was then given by the 
manager. 

The marketing report was given by Mark Martin, 
director of member and public relations. He re¬ 
ported on the number of appliances sold by the 
Member Service Department in March and April. He 
then reported on activities concerning the Water- 
Furnace program, the weatherization grant program, 
advertising, and the Youth to Washington Tour. Win¬ 
ners of the Washington, D.C., trips are Kevin Hannel 
of Jacksonville and Chris Ballinger of Pittsfield. Brenda 
Wohlers will also be going as a Willie Wiredhand stu¬ 
dent, paying her own way. 

The chairman then stated that the next item on the 
agenda was the presentation of the 1988 audit report. 
Dave Barber of Clifton, Gunderson & Co. was intro¬ 
duced and gave his presentation. Barber commented 
on such items as material control, our electronic data 
processing methods and how our accounting records 
meet REA accounting standards. He also commented 
on the revenue deferral plan and reviewed our balance 
sheet. After thorough discussion, the board passed a 
resolution to approve the audit and financial statement 
for 1988 as presented. Copies will be sent to REA and 
CFG. 

The next item of business was the election of a vice 
president for the board. Using the Australian ballot 
method, Jeral Miller was selected to serve as vice presi¬ 
dent. Miller was also selected to serve as alternate 
delegate on the Association of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives’ board and alternate director on the Soyland 
Power Cooperative board. All were positions pre¬ 
viously held by James T. Brannan. The board then 
passed a resolution relative to the serv ice of James 
Brannan as a director on the IREC board. The resolu¬ 
tion was in appreciation of Mr. Brannan’s devoted ser¬ 
vice of more than 15 continuous years. 

The discussion then turned to the appointment of 
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a director for District 10. A list of candidates will be 
complied, and those candidates will then be inter¬ 
viewed by the Director Search Committee. 

The next agenda item was the presentation of the 
1989-90 two-year work plan. R.C. Lacy, chief engineer, 
referred the board to the construction work plan he 
had prepared and supplied to each director. The work 
plan consists of two parts, with the first part being an 
analysis of the present system, and the second part 
being the construction program and improvements 
needed in each substation area. After briefly explaining 
how this plan fit in with the 10-year, long-range plan 
prepared by Allgeier, Martin and Associates, our 
engineering firm, he then reviewed the work planned 
in each substation area. Lacy then answered questions, 
and the two-year work plan was then approved. 

Robert E. Gant, general manager, then reported on 
the regular meeting of the Soyland board. He said 
reports were given by Jim Hinman, Finance Commit¬ 
tee; Lee Wilmes, systems engineer; and Joe Fellin, chair¬ 
man of the board. Joe Somerset discussed Soyland’s 
Economic Development Program, and Ed Williams 
discussed arbitration concerning the commercial 
operation date for the Clinton plant. Forrest Keaton 
reported on railroad crossing permits, and Doug 
Dougherty reported on the Community Development 
Corporation proposal for Morgan, Scott and Cass 
counties. 

The general manager was then asked to report 
on the Legislative Planning Conference. He stated 
the group had five appointments in Washington, D.C., 
including meetings with Senators Paul Simon and 
Alan Dixon and Congressmen Robert Michel, Richard 
Durbin and John Edward Porter. Items discussed 
included funding levels for the REA program, clean 
air, clean coal legislation, and rural economic 
development. 

Permission was given for Tim Vasilko to attend the 
NRECA Data Processing Conference. 

Board President William Griswold reported on the 
regular AIEC meeting. He said directors from Coles 
Moultrie Electric Cooperative were seated and the 
minutes from the previous meeting were approved. 
The financial report was given, as was a report by Larry 
Elledge concerning the Illinois Rural Electric News 
magazine. Robert Ripplemeyer gave the NRECA report 
and Marjorie Mohrman gave a report for the National 
Rural Electric Women’s Association. Reports were 
heard from the Engineering Department, the Legal and 
Public Affairs Department, and the Member Services 
Department. 

The next agenda item was consideration of the 
general manager’s contract. The board went into ex¬ 
ecutive session and, upon returning to the general ses¬ 
sion, resolved to approve the agreement as presented. 

The Cooperative’s attorney reported on the FRIER 
cases, the general manager gave the accident report and 
the board approved 32 applications for membership. 

Under other business, the board approved some roof 
repairs and two resolutions concerning the margin 
stabilization plan. There being no further business to 
come before the board, the meeting was adjourned. 



00 

insulation, replacing windows, replacing heating 
systems, or caulking and weatherstripping. 

This past year we were able to assist 86 of our 
members in receiving funding to help weatherize their 
homes. The total amount for the grants came to 
$104,677. As you can see, the average amount approved 

for each member was over $1,200. Comments from the 
members who have been involved in the program are 
favorable and we feel that it has been a benefit to those 
who participated. - 

Funding for this program came from the Exxon Oil 
Overcharge Fund, and, as already stated, is adminis¬ 
tered by ENR. Illinois Rural Electric Co’s, part in the 
program is to conduct energy audits, make recommen¬ 
dations on what measures should be installed, and help 
get the applications sent in to ENR. 

We have one year left for this program. If you are 
a member of Illinois Rural Electric Co. and you think 
you might be interested in weatherizing your home, 
call IREC at 742-3128, and we will see that your name 
gets on the list. 

The board of directors met at the cooperative’s office 
in Winchester June 5, 1989, at 5 p.m. All directors were 
present, along with the general manager, office 
manager, director of member and public relations, and 
the Cooperative’s attorney. 

The first item of business was the approval and 
seating of a new director. The chairman explained that 
the executive committee had met and interviewed five 
candidates to replace the late James Brannan. He con¬ 
tinued by saying that, after the interviews, the commit¬ 
tee wished to recommend Thomas Camerer of Eldred, 
to complete the unexpired term of Mr. Brannan. 
Following discussion relative to this matter, the board 
unanimously approved a resolution to select Camerer 
to serve as director for District 10. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved 
as mailed. The board then reviewed the financial report 
with the general manager comparing the budget figures 
to the actual figures for the month of April. The 
manager reviewed the operating expenses in detail for 
the benefit of the new director. He then explained the 

financial ratios and reviewed the delinquent accounts. 
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When all questions were answered, the financial report 
was approved as presented. 

The accounts paid report was reviewed and ap¬ 
proved. The manager then gave the kilowatt-hour trans¬ 
action report. The cooperative purchased 7,081,806 
kilowatt-hours in May, while April sales were 6,219,864 
kilowatt-hours. Thirty-two new consumers were added 
to the lines in May. The general manager explained that 
this verbal report concerned transactions for the month 
of May and provided the board with an idea of what 
they might see on next month’s board report. The con¬ 
dition of cash and CFC report was then given with the 
manager reporting on checking account balances, the 
amount of funds in commercial paper and interest 
rates at CFC. 

The marketing report was given by Mark Martin, 
director of member and public relations. He reported 
on the number of appliances sold by the Member Ser¬ 
vice Department in April and May. He then reported 
on the ENR weatherization grant program, the Youth 
to Washington Tour, and the ground source heat pump 
program. The report was concluded after all questions 

Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Another successful year 
for weatherization program 

The second year for the Rural Home Energy Pro¬ 
gram has come to a close and we are already starting 
a list for this fall. The grant program, which is ad¬ 
ministered by the Illinois Department of Energy and 
Natural Resources (ENR), is designed to help low- and 
middle-income rural electric cooperative members 
improve the energy efficiency of their homes. After 
meeting certain qualifications, members may be 
granted up to $1,500 for such measures as installing 

Board meeting report 



were answered. 
The next agenda item was a report from the 

marketing committee. Robert Brown stated the com¬ 
mittee had met and reviewed the mission statement 
that had been developed. The committee then dis¬ 
cussed the steps to be taken in order to develop a 
strategic marketing plan for the Cooperative. Goal 
setting and objective development had been initiated 
and the committee hopes to have the plan developed 
by the end of 1989. 

The chairman then asked the general manager to 
report on the nominating committee meeting. Gant 
stated the committee, consisting of Robert Pembrook, 

Joseph Clegg, Norman Vortman, Fred Bradshaw 
and John Nolle, Jr., met on May 15, 1989, at the 
Cooperative’s office. After the manager had explained 
the committee’s duties to them, he left the committee 
to deliberate. The committee passed a resolution 
nominating Ronald Myers (District 2), J. M. Sapp 
(District 4), Robert Brown (District 6) and John Early 
(District 8). This concluded the manager’s report con¬ 
cerning the nominating committee. 

The director of member and public relations was 
then asked to report on the plans for the annual 
meeting which will be held on July 12, 1989. Martin 
reviewed planned registration procedures, exhibitors, 
entertainment, food concessions and attendance prizes. 
The annual meeting book is being type-set, and as soon 
as a rough draft is available, the annual meeting com¬ 
mittee will meet to finalize plans for the meeting. 

The next agenda item was a report of the regular 
Soyland board meeting. Reports were heard from the 
financial committee and the farm committee. Reports 
were also heard concerning the Clinton Power Station 
and energy supply. The Soyland board also adopted 
a resolution allowing participation in the Community 
Development Corporation with a specific purpose to 
participate in Scott, Morgan, and Cass counties. 

The chairman then asked the general manager to 
give a damage report from the May 25 storm. The 
manager reported that outage calls began to come in 
around 1 p.m. from the western part of Greene County. 
The Greenfield, Carrollton and Eldred substations 
were off due to transmission troubles. A large tree had 

been blown through the transmission lines west of the 
Eldred sub. By re-routing the way the electricity was 
fed through the lines, the crews were able to get most 
of the members back in service that evening. It took 
longer to restore service to those members living along 
the transmission underbuild to the Eldred substation 
due to 11 poles being taken down by strong winds. 
After rebuilding the transmission line and switching 
the system back around to feed in the manner that it 
normally does, the next several days were spent making 
service calls where severe hail had damaged equipment. 
The manager stated that the storm costs were about 
$25,000 for material and labor. 

The next agenda item was the report of the regular 
AIEC board meeting. The financial report was given 
and a budget proposal was reviewed. The NRECA 
report was given as was an update on the Youth to 
Washington activities. 

The attorney then reported on any legal actions. 
Under FRIER II, the judge has granted the defendants’ 
motion to dismiss on May 22, 1989, but also gave the 
plaintiffs 28 days to amend their complaint. As yet, no 
amended complaint has been placed on file. 

There were no loss-of-time accidents to report. 
Under other business, Ronald Myers, chairman of the 

policy committee, reported that his committee had met 
and wished to recommend some changes to Policy 318, 
Relocating Lines, and Policy 338, Meter Security and 
Tampering. After a considerable amount of discussion, 
the board approved the recommended changes. The 
general manager reported that 10,800 letters had been 
sent out concerning capital credits. The board ap¬ 
proved an ERG loan for a member to install a ground 
source heat pump. Following the approval of 48 ap¬ 
plications for membership, the meeting was adjourned. 

Thinking about buying an air conditioner? 
An important way to use energy efficiently and 

wisely, as well as minimize cooling costs, is to purchase 
a more energy-efficient air conditioner. Before buying 
an air conditioner, you should be able to answer these 
questions for the dealer. How large is the area to be 
cooled? Is it well insulated? How many windows (in¬ 
cluding sizes) are there and are they weatherstripped? 
When buying an air conditioner, the secret is to spend 

less on the purchase, get maximum comfort for your 
dollar and spend less to operate the unit. 

What do efficiency ratings mean? The purpose of 
rating the efficiency of an air conditioner is to indicate 
the relative amount of energy needed to provide a 

specific cooling output. The more efficient the equip¬ 
ment, the less energy used for equivalent cooling 
requirements. 

The energy efficiency ratio (EER) is a mathematical 
ratio involving the cooling output measured in British 
thermal units per hour (Btuh) divided by the electrical 
power input (watts). The greater the EER, the more 
efficient the unit, the more cooling capacity available 
for each kilowatt-hour (kwh) of electricity. For exam¬ 

ple, a window air conditioner unit with an 8,000-Btuh 
capacity rating and an EER of 8.0 will cost about 33 
percent less to operate than a model with an EER of 6. 
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tastic 
Ideas 

Rummer 

That good old stand-by, the electric fan, can help you save money on air 
conditioning. 

Whole House Fans 

In the heat of the night when temperatures are at or below 82 degrees, whole 
house fans can be the ticket to savings of up to 50 percent on your cooling 
costs. Exhaust the warm, stale air by putting one in your attic (if you have 
good attic ventilation), or the central hall or stairway. 

Ceiling Fans 

A ceiling fan can help too. By moving air, the effect of evaporation makes 
you feel more comfortable at warmer temperatures. And, it only uses about 
the same amount of electricity it takes to light a 15-watt light bulb. 

Window and Exhaust Fans 

In an open area, window fans are very effective, or use your fan for exhausting 
moist air from the bathroom or kitchen. 

Portable Fans 

Place a portable fan facing away from your window air conditioning unit to 
help spread the cool air around. The fan helps move cool air into other rooms 
and down hallways. Just as hot air rises, cool air sinks to the floor, so put 
the portable fan on the floor for best results. 
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The three area youths who represented IREC on the "Youth to Washington" tour are pictured preparing to 
board the bus for the trip to the nation's capital, as Mark Martin, IREC director of member and public rela¬ 
tions, unloads their luggage for them. From left are Martin, Brenda Wohlers of Franklin, Chris Ballinger of 
Pittsfield and Kevin Hannel of Jacksonville. 



Your lifestyle can make a difference! 
You know, you have complete control over how you 

use your electricity. You choose the ingredients that 
are necessary for you to maintain your standard of 
living. 

The way you live and the way you use your electrical 
appliances have a greater impact on your consumption 
of electricity than the number of appliances you have. 

We in Illinois have relatively good lifestyles, and we 
tend to use more energy than the national average. This 
applies to all forms of energy, not just electricity. 

Let’s take a look at some of these “lifestyle considera¬ 
tions” that can make your electric bill appear to be 
higher than “normal.” 

Family Size 

Let’s face it, there is a direct relationship between 
the number of people living at home and the amount 
of energy that is used. That’s especially true if you have 
teenagers at home. In addition, if friends and relatives 
are visiting, you can expect to use more energy for 
cooking, baking, laundry, and hot water. 

Space heating 8c cooling 

From a comfort standpoint, most of us prefer to be 
relatively cool in summer and warm in winter. Others 
prefer temperature extremes. In Illinois, humidity plays 
an important part in our year-round comfort, too. If 
we operate dehumidifiers in summer (and, to a lesser 
degree, humidifiers in winter), this contributes to our 
household energy consumption because they tend to 
run continuously. Portable space heaters, air condi¬ 
tioners, and fans in such places as the garage and base¬ 
ment also contribute to our energy consumption. 

By taking a look at our “comfort” lifestyle in terms 
of maintaining relative humidity and temperature, we 
can use energy wisely in many ways. These range from 
adding insulation, weatherstripping and caulking to 
simply turning down the heat and turning off the air 
conditioning in rooms not used. 

Water heating 

About 15 percent of the energy used in the average 
American home is for water heating. Hot water plays 

a very important role in everyone’s lifestyle—but many 
lifestyles require substantial quantities of hot water, and 
that results in higher energy use. 

Ask yourself some of the following questions: 
“When I take a bath, do I use hot water sparingly, 

or is the tub completely full of water?” 
“Do I take short showers, or do I stay in the shower 

until the hot water gets cold?” 
“Do I repair leaky faucets, or simply let them drip 

and waste hot water?” 
“Do I operate automatic washers and dishwashers 

with a full load, or just whenever it’s convenient? (like 
with a pair of jeans or just a few dishes)?” 

Tips 

TV Sets 
Don’t play them 
to an empty 
room! Note: 
“instant-on” 
types are always 
using electricity. 

h> ■ 

Range 

Fit pot to burner. 
Cook several 
dishes at once in 
oven. Don’t pre¬ 
heat. Turn off 
oven near epd of 
Cooking-stored 
heat will finish 
job. 

Hot Water 

Fix leaky faucets. 
Insulate heater, 
pipes. Set ther¬ 
mostat at 120° 
(140° if you have 
a dishwasher). 

Appliance Use 

You have a host of time and labor saving appliances 
available to help you do your work whenever you need 
their services. These appliances work for you around 
the clock, whenever you choose to use them. But wise 
use of appliances can have a positive effect on your 
energy consumption. 

For example, ask yourself questions like these: 
“Do I turn off lights when a room is not in use, or 

do I leave them on?” 
“Does my television set entertain the entire family, 

or does it entertain an empty room?” 
“Do I leave the oven on ‘warm’ for an extended 

period of time, or do I cook many dishes at once and 
then turn the oven off?” 

These are prime considerations that affect the 
amount of electricity you use to maintain your lifestyle. 
All Americans are part of the residential sector, and 
spirited energy management consciousness is likely to 
start at home. 

The effects of a home and farm energy management 
program can pay big dividends! 

Why is my electric bill 
higher than my neighbor’s? 

You just answered this question yourself. It’s your 
electric bill, and it reflects the amount of electricity con¬ 
sumed by you and your family in your home and on 
your farm. 

Your neighbor may have a completely different set 
of circumstances: different number of people living at 
home, different lifestyle, different size home, different 
farming equipment and methods, etc. These and many 
other factors make a comparison with your neighbor 
less than meaningful. 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Camerer appointed to board 
Thomas H. Camerer of Eldred has been appointed 

to the board of directors of Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
to complete the unexpired term of the late James T. 
Brannan. 

Camerer, a Carrollton High School graduate who 
attended Bailey Technical School in St. Louis, operates 
Camerer Chevrolet-Oldsmobile of Carrollton. He is 
married to the former Jerri Lou Brannan, and they 
have two children: Coty, 4, and Colby, 1. He is a 
member of the Masonic Lodge, Carrollton, and the 
Ansar Shrine and Scottish Rite, Springfield. 

Weder new serviceman 
Larry Weder, a 20-year employee of Illinois Rural 

Electric Co., has been named serviceman for the 
Winchester area, serving consumers who are pro¬ 
vided power through the Winchester and Hillview 
substations. 

Weder, who lives at Route 2, Box 23, Winchester, 
began work for Western Illinois Power Cooperative in 
1968 and joined IREC in June of 1969, working on a 
service truck at Barry. In March of 1973 he became a 
line crew member. In March of 1974 he became a 
journeyman lineman after advancing through first-, 
second-, third- and fourth-year apprenticeships. He 
began work in oil circuit recloser (OCR) maintenance 
in August of 1976, becoming OCR maintenance chief 
in October of 1981. 

Weder and his wife, Sheryll, have four children: 
Melissa (Mrs. Kelly) Street, Ryan, Elizabeth and Michael, 
and one granddaughter: Michayla. Weder’s hobbies 
include hunting and watching sports. 

His telephone number is 742-9291. 

Tom Camerer Larry Weder 
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Board meeting report 

The board of directors met at the cooperative’s office 
in Winchester, July 3, 1989, at 5 p.m. All directors 
were present along with the general manager, office 
manager, director of member and public relations and 
the cooperative’s attorney. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed. 
There was some discussion concerning the interpreta¬ 
tion of Policy 318, which had been revised at the June 
meeting. A resolution was unanimously passed to 
amend the minutes from the discussion. The amended 
minutes were then approved. 

A motion was then made and passed to amend the 
agenda in order to hear from a member concerning 
a request to move a pole and guy wire. After some 
discussion with the member about the situation, a 
resolution was passed directing the general manager 
to handle the situation consistent with existent board 
policy. A motion was then made and passed to return 
to the regular agenda. 

The board then reviewed the financial report with 
the manager comparing budget figures to actual figures 
for the month of May. After all questions were an¬ 
swered, the financial report was approved. The ac¬ 
counts paid report was then reviewed and approved. 

The general manager then gave the construction and 
maintenance report. Some of the figures that the board 
can look for on next month’s report are as follows: 
6,901,288 kilowatt-hours purchased with a substation 
demand of 15,924.9 kilowatts; 6,404,300 kilowatt-hours 
sold with an average usage of 670 kilowatt-hours. The 
general manager followed with the condition of cash 
report in which he gave balances in local accounts as 
well as the amount in commercial paper. He concluded 
by giving the various interest rates at CFC. 

The chairman then asked the director of member 
and public relations to give the marketing report. Mark 
Martin gave the appliance sales figures for May and 
June and reviewed the budget and actual figures for 
the Member Service Department. He further reported 
on a Soyland Marketing Committee meeting he had 
attended and stated he is serving on a subcommittee 
of that committee. He gave final figures for the second 
year of the ENR weatherization grant program and 
reported on the Youth to Washington Tour. 

The board formally adopted the mission statement, 
which had been presented at a previous meeting. 

The general manager next gave the final figures and 
report for the electric heat promotion program. This 
three-year program was underwritten by the generation 
and transmission cooperative and money received 
from them was used to lower the all-electric rate and 
to provide rebates to members who installed electric 
heat in their homes. A letter will be written to Ed 
Williams at Soyland urging that they continue to spon¬ 
sor programs promoting electric heat. 

The next agenda item was a report from the annual 
meeting planning committee. J.M. Sapp reported the 
committee had met and reviewed the annual meeting 
booklet, the attendance prize of a seven-inch fan, the 
registration layout and the procedure for redeeming 
capital credits. 

The board then passed a resolution directing the 
manager to write off the delinquent accounts for the 
period of January 1, 1988, through July 1, 1988. 

The chairman then asked the manager to report on 
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the regular Soyland meeting, the FRIER I suit is in the 
discovery stage and proceeding along the normal 
course. REA has approved the Soyland/WIPCO merger. 
Soyland’s marketing committee is active again. The 
financial report was given. A report was heard con¬ 
cerning operations at the Clinton plant. Soyland’s 
annual meeting will be on August 10, 1989. Ed Gant 
was appointed as a director to the Tri-County Com¬ 
munity Development Corporation. Following the 
report, two delegates and one alternate were selected 
to represent IREC at Soyland’s annual meeting. 

The board approved five requests for refunds of 
membership pursuant to the bylaws. 

The chairman reported on the regular AIEC 
meeting. The minutes and financial report were 
approved. The 1989-90 budget was approved. The 
NRECA report was given. S 1036, the Rural Develop¬ 
ment Partners Act of 1989, was discussed. The legisla¬ 
tive report was given as was a report on pending 
lawsuits. Reports were also heard on the membership 
status of Illinois ACRE and the Youth to Washington 
Tour. Following the report, approval was given to pay 
the AIEC annual dues. 

Plans were made for directors to attend the AIEC 
annual meeting and a delegate and an alternate were 
selected to represent IREC. NRECA delegates will also 
be meeting at this time and a delegate and alternate 
were chosen to represent IREC. NRECA delegates will 
also be meeting at this time and a delegate and alter¬ 
nate were chosen to represent IREC. William Griswold 
was nominated to serve on the AIEC board and Jeral 
Miller was nominated to serve as the alternate direc¬ 
tor from Illinois Rural Electric Co. The Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives annual meeting will be 
held August 8, 9 and 10, 1989 in Springfield, Illinois. 

The general manager was given approval to attend 
the National Manager’s Conference in mid-August. 
Gant was also given approval to attend the Summer 
School of the East, which is offering a course of study 
on human resource management. This course will 
fulfill his requirements for NRECA certification. 

There were no loss of time accidents to report. 
Under other business, the manager asked the board 

about joining an organization called Rural Partners. 
The organization is a public/private partnership for 
rural community development. After some discussion, 
the board unanimously passed a resolution to support 
the mission of Rural Partners and appointed Mark 
Martin to represent IREC in the organization. The 
manager then reported on the Tri-County Community 
Development Corporation, which has been organized 
in Morgan, Scott and Cass counties as a community 
development corporation. Soyland and several finan¬ 
cial institutions have committed funds for a revolving 
loan fund to help provide capital to businesses in¬ 
terested in locating in this area. There is one applica¬ 
tion in to CDC already. 

Still under other business, the general manager was 
given approval to search for a computer maintenance 
programmer and hire a person for this classification. 
There will be an NRECA Region V meeting in mid- 
September. The board approved 49 applications for 
membership. 

There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned. 



Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Meter tampering costs everyone 
The amount of electricity that you use in your home 

and around the farm is measured by the meter on your 
house or meter pole. These meters are highly accurate 
devices that record consumption in terms of kilowatt- 
hours. If left unbothered, they should provide many 
years of useful service. 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. has, however, noticed 
isolated problems with meter tampering in the past. 
While the majority of IREC members are honest and 
do not attempt to divert power or otherwise avoid 

Board meeting report 

The board of directors met at the cooperative’s office 
in Winchester on August 7, 1989 at 10:00 a.m. All direc¬ 
tors were present along with the general manager, 
office manager, director of member and public rela¬ 
tions and the cooperative’s attorney. 

Before any business was conducted, the general 
manager informed the board of the funeral arrange¬ 
ments for past director Harvey Vortman of Bluffs. 
Mr. Vortman passed away on Saturday, August 5, 1989. 

The minutes of the previous regular board meeting 
on July 3, 1989, as well as the minutes of the reorganiza¬ 
tion meeting on July 12, 1989, were reviewed and 
approved as mailed. The board then reviewed the 
financial report with the general manager comparing 
the budget figures to the actual figures for the month 
of June. When all questions were answered, the finan¬ 
cial report was approved as presented. 

The accounts paid report was reviewed. The board 
had several questions concerning principal and interest 
payments to REA and CFC. The office manager ex¬ 
plained that when certain loans get close to being paid 

off, we have the opportunity to pay the remaining prin¬ 
cipal and save some interest payments. We have done 

paying for the power they use, these problems were 
occurring often enough to prompt some type of pro¬ 
tective action. For this reason, IREC crews began 
installing new meter seals on meters in the service area. 
These seals have serial numbers that are recorded at 
our office. When these seals are found missing or 

broken, the member will see a $50 fee on his/her next 
month’s electric bill. This policy seems to have reduced 
the occurrences of meter tampering since it was 
initiated in 1985. 

Remember, if one member steals electricity from the 
cooperative, all members wind up paying for that elec¬ 
tricity. Also keep in mind that no one is authorized to 
remove a meter seal except IREC employees. If you 
need to make changes in your service, call your ser¬ 
viceman or call Illinois Rural Electric Co. in Winchester 
at (217) 742-3128. We will dispatch someone to remove 
the meter and replace and reseal it after the work has 
been completed. This is done at no cost to IREC 
members. We appreciate your cooperation with this 
policy. 

this recently. It was further noted that some loans are 
paid on a monthly basis and some are paid quarterly. 
After all questions were answered, the accounts paid 
report was approved. 

The manager then gave the kilowatt-hour transaction 
report. The cooperative purchased 7,702,574 kilowatt 
hours in June while sales for the same month were 
7,357,854 kilowatt-hours. With 9620 consumers on the 
lines, the average consumption per meter was 765 
kilowatt-hours in June. The manager went on to give 
the condition of cash and CFC report. He gave balances 
in checking accounts, the amount of funds in commer¬ 
cial paper, and the interest rates at CFC. 

The marketing report was given by Mark Martin, 
director of member and public relations. He reported 
on the number of appliances sold by the Member Ser¬ 

vice Department in June and July. He then reported 
on his activities for the past month which included 

preparations for the annual meeting and attendance 
at NRECA’s Member Services and Communication 

Conference. Martin concluded by reporting on the 
1989-1990 ENR Rural Home Energy Grant program. 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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DISTRIBUTION SUBSTATION 
VOLTAGE STEPPED DOWN TO 
DISTRIBUTION VOLTAGES 

WOOD POLE 

TRANSMISSION SUBSTATION 
VOLTAGE STEPPED DOWN TO SUB¬ 
TRANSMISSION VOLTAGES 

WOOD POLE 

TRANSFORMER ON POLE 
STEPS VOLTAGE DOWN TO 
SECONDARY VOLTAGE FOR 
USE IN HOMES AND SMALL 
BUSINESSES 

WOOD POLE DISTRIBUTION VOLTAGE OR HIGHER 
MAY BE SUPPLIED TO COMMERCIAL 
OR INDUSTRIAL MEMBER/CONSUMERS 

Bringing the power to you 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. provides more than 9,600 

locations in west-central Illinois with electric service. 
Your cooperative is a distribution system, which means 
that the purpose of the organization is to bring elec¬ 
tric service to your meter from a number of substations 
located throughout the cooperative’s service territory. 

For the most part, electricity production takes place 
outside IREC’s area and is transmitted to distribution 
substations, where voltage is reduced and current sent 

out along lines to individual homes and businesses. 
IREC has 19 substations and more than 2,800 miles 

of distribution lines. 
Distribution lines carry 7,200 volts and are unin¬ 

sulated, which means they should be treated with 
respect and never contacted. Before service enters your 

home, it goes through a transformer and is reduced 
to voltages that appliances and equipment can handle 
(120-240 volts). 

The chart on this page shows a simple sketch of how 
electricity flows from the source of generation to the 
end user. 

The concept is, in fact, fairly simple. However, con¬ 
structing, adapting and maintaining the thousands of 
services and pieces of equipment spread across the 
countryside, plus providing member services, informa¬ 
tion, engineering support and an accurate and efficient 
billing system is a complex team effort. 

Service is Illinois Rural Electric Co.’s sole reason for 
existence. If you ever have questions or comments, 
please contact the office. 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
The board voted to participate in the program again. 

The next agenda item was a roundtable discussion 
of the 1989 annual meeting. The manager reported that 
501 members registered at the meeting and there were 
20 proxies. Four hundred fans were given away and 
130 more were ordered to complete the rain checks. 
One thousand three hundred capital credits checks had 
been prepared and those that were not given out at the 
meeting were mailed the next day. Illini Hospital did 
over 250 cholesterol screenings and Baker’s Pharmacy 
did almost 275 blood pressure checks. Directors made 
comments and gave their impressions of the meeting. 
Overall, it was felt that the meeting was a good one and 
the annual meeting planning committee and manage¬ 
ment were commended for their efforts. 

The manager gave a report concerning a tree damage 
claim. The board will be kept informed on this situa¬ 
tion as it progresses. 

A report was given on the regular meeting of the 
Soyland board on July 12, 1989. One director from 
Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative Co. turned in 
his resignation. The financial report was approved and 
the audit report was accepted. Reports were also heard 
from the farm committee and the marketing commit¬ 
tee. Doug Dougherty will be representing Soyland at 
the Farm Progress Show in Indiana and also at a 
meeting in Japan with the Department of Commerce 
and Community Affairs. Finally reports were given by 
the general manager of Soyland and the power supply 
manager. 

The cooperative’s attorney reported on develop¬ 
ments in the FRIER II lawsuit. An amended complaint 
has been made by the plaintiffs while attorneys for 
the defendants have made motions for dismissal. A 
hearing date of August 23, 1989 has been set. 

The next consideration for the board was the trans¬ 
portation needs for IREC. The general manager 
reported that four vehicles needed to be replaced to 
maintain the fleet. Two of these trucks would need new 
service bodies and one would need the bucket recon¬ 

ditioned or replaced. The manager requested and 
received permission to accept bids for the new vehicles. 

The chairman then asked the general manager to 
explain the employee savings plan agreement to the 
board. The manager stated that IREC employees 
already participate in the plan, but because of the new 
Section 89 of the Internal Revenue Code, the savings 
plan agreement must be readopted and resubmitted 
to the IRS. The board resolved to execute the Savings 
Plan Adoption Agreement as presented. 

The chairman then gave a report on the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperative’s regular board meeting 
on July 20, 1989. Gordon Olsen gave a printing depart¬ 
ment report and Randy Rings reported on pending 
lawsuits. Carl Dufner gave the engineering department 
report and Earl Struck gave the legislative report. Bob 
Rippelmeyer gave the National Rural Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Association’s (NRECA) report. He stated the 
Region V meeting will be in Green Bay in September. 
The NRECA dues formula is being revamped and 
delegates will be asked to vote on a 4 percent increase 
in dues at the annual meeting in February. It was also 
noted that Soyland’s annual meeting will be held in 
conjunction with AIEC’s annual meeting this year. This 
concluded the report on the AIEC board meeting. 

The directors then made plans to attend AIEC’s 
annual meeting in Springfield on August 8, 9 and 10, 
1989. 

Two memberships were refunded. There was one 
loss of time accident to report. 

Under other business, plans were made to attend the 
NRECA Region V meeting in September. It was noted 
that the computer system is up and operating after 
experiencing some down time just prior to the annual 
meeting. It was again noted that plans are being made 
for NRECA’s annual meeting to be held in Orlando, 
Florida in February. Those attending from IREC will 
be staying at the Econo Lodge International. 

Forty-five memberships were approved. There being 
no further business to come before the board, the 
meeting was adjourned. 

Heads Up when moving tall objects and maneuvering augers in raised position. 

Harvest and safety 
Harvest season is a very busy time for many Illinois 

Rural Electric Co. members. Even though this is a hec¬ 
tic time, we would like to ask all of our members to 
take just a moment of time to look up and look out 
for electrical power lines, poles and transformer 
cabinets. 

We realize that often times these items are not con- 
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sidered, especially with all of the other pressures 
involved in today’s farming industry. However, failing 
to take that extra second to look up and look out could 
put you and your vehicle in contact with electrical 
equipment. This may endanger your life and cause loss 
of service, not only to you, but to your neighbors as 
well. We at Illinois Rural Electric Co. would like to wish 
everyone a safe and productive harvest season. 



Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Where do you turn for the latest news, weather, and 
sports information? If you are like a lot of other peo¬ 
ple, you turn on the television. It’s important to keep 
abreast of what’s going on in your area and TV can pro¬ 
vide you with up-to-date information. In addition, it 
can entertain you. 

Almost every home has a TV, and many have more 
than one. And for those people who live in town, the 

reception is very good with the cable systems. But what 
about the rural dweller? Cable is not available to them 
and they often live in areas where reception is poor 
with a standard tower and antenna. 

That’s where satellite TV comes in. With today’s 
technology, signals can be bounced off of satellites and 
received by a dish, and even after travelling 46,000 
miles, the picture is great. 

IREC is helping to bring this technology to our 
members. If you would like to purchase a satellite dish 
and receiver, we have equipment available for sale. If 
you already have a system, but need a decoder to view 
the scrambled signals, we have those, too. Finally, we 
can authorize programming on a monthly-fee basis (see 
available programming below). For more information 
on how you can take advantage of today’s technology, 
call the office at (217) 742-3128. 

Satellite TV Programming for IREC Members with Decoders 
Hook-up fee, $15.00 
Basic Package $9.95 per month 
CNN (24-hour, in-depth news, weather, sports and special 

features) 
Headline News (Around-the-clock, constantly updated, 

half-hour newscasts) 
ESPN (Around-the-clock sports coverage and sports-related 

programming, with fall emphasis on Sunday night NFL 
games) 

FAM The Family Channel (Family-oriented program¬ 
ming, syndicated programming, movies, inspirational 
shows) 

USA Network (Broadbased entertainment network with 
womens', childrens', youths', sports and variety 
programming) 

Nickelodeon (Programming for children and adolescents. 
Evening programming switches to "Nick at Night" with 
favorite half-hour syndicated programming for the entire 
family) 

Lifetime (Health and family programming with standard 
programs of special interest to women) 

KTVT-Dallas (Independent station offering Texas Rangers 
baseball, movies, syndicated offerings) 

WPIX-New York (Home of New York Yankees baseball, 
sports, movies, syndicated programming) 

WGN-Chicago (Independent station offering movies, 
sports (Chicago Cubs), news and specials) 

WTBS-Atlanta (Station featuring movies, sports (NBA 
basketball and the Atlanta Braves), original programming, 
syndicated shows and news) 

The Weather Channel (Current regional, national and 
international weather information, 24 hours a day, with 
special programs for travelers, sport fans, pilots, and 
weather features) 

Country Music Television (24 hours of country music 
video clips, seven days a week) 

The Learning Channel (Programming built around the 
concept of life-long learning. Emphasis is on career 
growth, parenting, keeping abreast of the changing world, 
new skill development, and opportunities for continued 
informal and formal education) 

The Nostalgia Channel (Movies from the early years 
of the motion picture industry through the 1950s) 

The Nashville Network (Country music entertainment) 
The Travel Channel (Emphasis on travel and travel pro- 

, motions. Included in Rural TV for promotional value. Will 
not scramble.) 

The Discovery Channel (Features cultural and scien¬ 
tific educational programming presented in documentary 
style) 

Also Available: 
HBO $8.95 per mo. 
Cinemax 8.95 per mo. 
Disney 7.95 per mo. 
HBO and Cinemax 15.95 per mo. 
HBO and Disney 15.95 per mo. 
Cinemax and Disney 15.95 per mo. 
HBO, Cinemax, and 

Disney 21.95 per mo. 
PrimeTime 24 3.55 per mo. 
Skyline Silver 3.00 per mo. 
Superstation TBS 1.75 per mo. 
Starion Premiere Cinema 9.95 per mo. 
Stardust Theatre 5.50 per mo. 
Arts & Entertainment 

w/Basic .50 per mo. 
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A third year for energy conservation grants 
Cooperative members who would like to make some 

home weatherization improvements this year or 
replace a heating system might get some help from the 
State of Illinois. 

The Illinois Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources (ENR) is making available grants of up to 
$1,500 for qualifying members. This is the third year 
that funding is being provided for projects meant to 
result in long-term home energy savings. The Illinois 
General Assembly this spring allocated approximately 
$1.6 million for the program. 

INCOME GUIDELINES 

A grant of up to $1,500 is available to any Illinois 
Rural Electric Co. (IREC) members whose household 
income is 80 percent or less of the cooperative service 
area’s median income. This is a total grant, without any 
matching funds required by the applicant. 

For members whose household income is 80 to 120 
percent of the area’s median income, a grant of up to 
$1,000 is available. This is a 50 percent matching grant. 
The consumer-member pays 50 percent of the project’s 
cost. 

Contact IREC or ENR if you are interested in 
applying for a rural home energy grant. Before being 
considered for the grant, applicants must have an 
energy audit completed on their home and have a writ¬ 
ten bid from at least two contractors for proposed 
projects. These bids must contain model numbers and 
efficiency ratings for heating system, and cost estimates. 

Applications must be submitted to IREC. After it is 
reviewed there, the application will be forwarded to 
the ENR for final review and approval. ENR has the 
final decision on all Rural Home Energy Program 
applications. 

Once the application gets approval, a check is 
prepared payable to the consumer-member and IREC. 
The cooperative then endorses the check and presents 
it to the member for payment. ENR may inspect the 
completed work and each approved applicant must 
also certify to ENR that the installation of materials or 
equipment funded through the grant program is 
complete. 

For more information, contact Illinois Rural Electric 
Co. or the Illinois Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources at (217) 785-2800. 

★ ★ ★ 

Residential improvements eligible for a subsidy 
under the rural home energy grant program 

The following list outlines the measures that are 
eligible for funding under the program. Please note 
that some items such as thermal windows have dollar 
limits on the subsidy available. In no case is the sub¬ 
sidy available more than the cost of the work or $1,500. 

• Insulation projects for walls, ceilings, attics foun¬ 
dations, crawlspaces, floors, basement walls or ceilings, 
water pipes, air ducts, underpinning, and mobile home 
undercarriages are eligible. 

• Water-saving shower heads are eligible. 
• New, energy efficient water heaters (must meet 

ASHRAE 90 Standards as required by Illinois law) are 
eligible. 

• Water heater jackets (blankets) are eligible. 
• Set-back thermostats are eligible. 
• Central air-conditioners with an SEER greater 

than 10.0 (or room air conditioners with an EER 
greater than 8.6) are eligible only for medical reasons. 
A medical doctor’s certification is required. 

• Water and ground source heat pumps with a 
SEER rating of greater than 8.6 are eligible. NOTE: 
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Maximum grant is $1,000 for these types of systems. 
• Electric heat pumps with SEER ratings of greater 

than 8.6 are eligible. 
• Furnace load management systems and furnace 

efficiency modifications are eligible. 
• Furnace flue modifications and electronic igni¬ 

tion systems are eligible. 
• Furnaces with an AFUE rating of 90 or better are 

eligible. Under certain circumstances, and with prior 
approval from ENR, other heating systems with lower 
ratings may be eligible. Call ENR for details. 

• Storm doors and thermal doors which meet the 
ten-year payback requirement are eligible for a grant 
of up to $150 maximum per entrance. 

• Storm windows and thermal replacement win¬ 
dows which meet the ten-year payback requirement are 
eligible for a grant of up to $150 maximum per entire 
window unit. 

• Caulking and weatherstripping are eligible. 
• Energy-saving fluorescent lighting is eligible. 



Residential improvements not eligible for a subsidy 
under the rural home energy grant program 

• Any improvements which are not deemed by 
an energy auditor or ENR calculations to meet the 
required 10-year energy savings payback period are 
ineligible for a subsidy. This applies to all requested 
measures. 

• Installation charges from relatives or for self- 
installed projects are not eligible for a subsidy. 

• Any improvements to a house or mobile home 
built or constructed after 1981 are not eligible. 

• Any projects which can be considered new con¬ 
struction or home beautification projects are not 
eligible. 

• Sliding glass and atrium doors are not eligible. 
• Painting projects and mobile home roof coatings 

are not eligible. 
• Siding is not eligible. 
• LP gas tanks, tank installation charges and tank 

rental fees are not eligible. 
• Appliances and decorative lighting are not 

eligible. 
• Window shutters, louvers and shades are not 

eligible. 
• Fireplaces, fireplace modifications and fireplace 

accessories are not eligible. 
• Air-conditioners (except for medical reasons) are 

not eligible. 
• Ceiling fans and whole-house ventilating fans are 

not eligible. 

Income guidelines for Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

FAMILY SIZE: 
TOTAL FAMILY INCOME: 
100% Subsidy up to $1,500 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
$13,766 $15,740 $17,693 $19,667 $20,895 $22,124 $23,363 $24,602 
If the applicant’s family income is less than the figure listed above, he/she is less 
than 80% of the median income for this service area. Therefore, the family is 
eligible for a grant up to $1,500 for energy conservation measures in their home. 
The applicant will not be required to provide any matching funds. 

FAMILY SIZE: 1 2 3 4 5 6 
$13,766- $15,740- $17,693- $19,667- $20,895- $22,124- $23,363- $24,602- 
20,648 23,609 26,539 29,500 31,343 33,185 35,044 36,902 

50% Subsidy up to $1,000 If the applicant’s family income is between the two figures listed above, he/she 
is eligible for a grant of 50% of the cost of eligible conservation measures up 
to a total of $1,000. 

3 year limited warranty 
Battery included 
$6.60 plus tax 

Available at Member Service Dept. 
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Board meeting report 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s office 

in Winchester on Tuesday, September 5, 1989, at 5 p.m. 
Ten directors were present, along with the general 
manager, the office manager, the director of member 
and public relations, and the cooperative’s attorney. 
One director was absent. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed 
and approved after one minor correction was made. 
The board then reviewed the financial report with the 
general manager, comparing the budget figures to the 
actual figures for the month of July. After several ques¬ 
tions were answered, the financial report was approved 
as presented. 

The accounts paid report was reviewed and ap¬ 
proved after all questions were answered. The general 
manager then gave the construction and maintenance 
report. During July, IREC purchased 9,616,807 kilowatt- 
hours with a substation demand of 24,041.1 kilowatts. 
Sales for the month were 8,331,023 kilowatt-hours. Elec¬ 
tricity was supplied to 9,626 meters in July with the 
average consumption being 865 kilowatt-hours. 

The condition of cash and CFG report was then given 
by the general manager. After giving the balances in 
the local banks and the interest rates at CFG, manager 
Robert E. Gant noted that he will be revising this report 
to show the effects of the deferred revenue plan on the 
condition of cash. He then answered questions con¬ 
cerning this report. 

The marketing report was given by the director of 
member and public relations. Mark Martin reported 
on the number of appliances sold by the Member Ser¬ 
vice Department in July and August. He then reported 
on the water heater program, the WaterFurnace pro¬ 
gram, and the Rural TV program. He also commented 
on a Soyland marketing committee meeting he had 
attended and also a Rural Partners meeting that was 
held in Springfield. The motors kits are again available 
to agriculture classes in Section 15 schools and the 
member handbooks are being updated. Martin finished 
his report by saying that the Rural Home Energy Grant 
program will begin its third and final year in early 
September as soon as the details on the program are 
received. 

The board then went into executive session to discuss 
a potential lawsuit. 

Upon returning to the general session, the general 
manager reviewed the ten-year financial forecast for 
the board. The report included projections for nearly 
every facet of the business including load, operating 
revenue, plant investment, loan requirements, debt ser¬ 
vice and operating expenses. A good deal of time was 
spent on this important agenda item and included 
discussion on the long-range goals for the cooperative. 
The board approved the report and also gave approval 
to make application to REA for a $1.5 million loan to 
complete work outlined in the two year work plan. 

The next agenda item was a report on the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooperative’s annual meeting 
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in Springfield. The manager reported on several ses¬ 
sions he had attended for the benefit of the directors 
who were not there. Other directors who were at the 
meeting also made comments. It was the general con¬ 
sensus that the meeting was worth attending. Chairman 
William Griswold then reported on the reorganization 
meeting that was held immediately following the 
annual meeting. Wilbert Rueter of Carlyle was elected 
president, Morris Bell of Chandlerville was elected vice 
president, Albert Schoen of Litchfield was reelected 
secretary and Vernon Law of Savanna was reelected 
treasurer. Thomas Moore of the AIEC was reelected 
executive vice president, and Randall Rings, also with 
AIEC, was elected assistant secretary. 

The board then reviewed the continuing education 
courses available this year for directors, managers, and 
employees. 

The cooperative’s attorney then gave a report on two 
cases involving loss of load to the cooperative. After 
hearing the report, the board passed a motion to pur¬ 
sue these cases to see if the loads can be recovered. 

A brief report was then given on Soyland’s annual 
meeting. A more in-depth report was then given on 
Soyland’s regular meeting and a special meeting that 
had been held. During the regular meeting, the minutes 
were approved, the president’s report was heard, the 
financial report was given and the power supply report 
was made. The special meeting was held to announce 
some tentative figures and dates concerning Soyland’s 
percentage of ownership and a startup date for the 
Clinton nuclear plant. The plan was approved by the 
Soyland board. It has not yet been approved by the 
Illinois Power board, however, so all figures are still 
tentative. 

Final plans were then made for the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association’s Region V meeting 
which will be held in Green Bay, Wisconsin September 
12-14. Illinois Rural Electric Co. will be represented by 
three directors and the general manager. 

There were two accidents to report that resulted in 
some time lost from work. 

Under other business, two requests for refund of 
membership were approved under the policies of the 

cooperative. Each director was given a list of names of 
people who have a capital credit refund due them. The 
list contained names of members the cooperative has 
not been able to locate and the directors were asked 
to help reduce these lists. A directors tour of the eastern 
part of the IREC system was discussed, but it was 
decided to wait until after the fall field work was com¬ 
pleted to set a date. The chairman handed out a list 
of committees and briefly outlined the responsibilities 
of each committee. It was noted that there would be 
a ruling on a motion to dismiss in the FRIER case in 
30 days. 

Forty-four applications for membership were 
approved. With no further business to come before the 
board, the meeting was adjourned. 



Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Board retains reduced rate 
for electric heating 

The Illinois Rural Electric Co. board of directors has 
voted to keep the reduced heat rate that was approved 
three years ago. This means that for those members 
who qualify under the single-phase or three-phase all¬ 
electric rate, there will again be a 1.5 cent credit for 
each kilowatt-hour used in the third rate block. In other 
words, all kilowatt-hours used between 900 and 6,900 
will cost just 4.0 cents each. 

While this rate applies only to those members who 
qualify under either Schedule A-EH (single-phase all¬ 
electric) or Schedule B-EH (three-phase all-electric), its 

Board meeting report 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s office 

in Winchester October 2, 1989, at 5 p.m. Ten directors 
were present, along with the general manager, office 
manager, director of member and public relations, the 
cooperative’s attorney and Gil DeRoos of the National 
Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance Corporation (CFC). 
One director was absent. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed 
and approved as mailed. The board then reviewed the 
financial report. Robert E. Gant, general manager, 
noted that the deferred revenues were being brought 
back in and added to the revenue side of the financial 
statement. There were questions and discussion con¬ 
cerning the deferral plan and the way it affected 
the financial report. Following that, the board then 
reviewed the expense side of the report with the 
manager explaining any items that were over or under 
budget. After all questions were answered, the finan¬ 
cial report was approved as presented. 

The accounts paid report was reviewed and 
approved. The general manager then gave the construc¬ 
tion and maintenance report. The cooperative pur¬ 
chased 8,756,259 kilowatt-hours in August, while sales 
for the same month were 7,811,525. With power being 

benefits will continue to be spread over the entire 
membership. By adding new kilowatt-hour sales, the 
cooperative’s fixed costs can be spread over a broader 
base, which should provide for rate stability for all 
members. The credit will be in effect for the months 
of November, December, January, February, March and 
April. 

In addition to retaining the electric heat rate, the 
board also moved to offer a $600 rebate on certain elec¬ 
tric heat installations. The rebate applies to ground 
water heat pumps, air-to-air heat pumps, electric fur¬ 
naces, baseboard heat, ceiling cables, electric boilers, 
or similar electric heating devices. The rebate, as well 
as the all-electric rate credit, is part of a program 
implemented in response to a load retention program 
of Soyland. Soyland is Illinois Rural Electric Co.’s 
power supplier and has provided special funding to 
IREC to maintain and develop electric load. 

If you are a member and considering a new heating 
system, you should contact IREC first to see if you 
qualify for the rebate. We will also be glad to help you 
size your new electric heating system. Call Steve 
Wisdom at 742-3128 for more information. 

supplied to 9,661 meters, the average consumption for 
the month was about 809 kilowatt-hours. The manager 
went on to give the condition of cash and CFC report. 
He gave balances in checking accounts, the amount of 
funds in commercial paper, and the interest rates at 
CFC. 

The marketing report was given by Mark Martin, 
director of member and public relations. He reported 
on the number of appliances sold by the Member Ser¬ 
vice Department in August and September. He then 
reported on the Rural TV programming package and 
the number of people subscribing to it. He also noted 
that the member handbooks are being updated and 
should be available soon. The recently adopted mission 
statement has been distributed to all of the employees 
and a meeting will be held to make them aware that 
they have the opportunity to contribute to the develop¬ 
ment of the marketing plan. Youth Tour directors 
throughout the state will be getting together this month 
to discuss ideas for next year’s Youth to Washington 
program. Finally, Martin noted that the Rural Home 
Energy Grant Program is under way for its third and 
final year. Applications are now being sent to interested 
members and several energy audits have already been 
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done with two applications being sent to the Illinois 
Department of Energy and Natural Resources so far. 
It is hoped that 50-60 projects can be completed with 
the funding available this year. 

The next agenda item was a discussion of the 1988 
financial trend analysis. The presentation was made 
by CFC’s DeRoos. CFC is a non-profit, cooperative 
financing institution that provides its member-systems 
(such as IREC) with an independent source of loan 
funds as a supplement to loans made by REA. One of 
the services CFC provides is monitoring various aspects 
of the cooperatives it serves. CFC uses a statistical 
ranking of cooperatives for comparison with other elec¬ 
tric cooperatives throughout the United States. DeRoos 
explained the various ratios used and answered ques¬ 
tions about them. 

The board then heard a proposal from the general 
manager for the 1989-1990 load retention program. 
Gant recommended that the board maintain the 
4.0-cent all-electric heating rate, as well as the $600 
rebate offer for those members who install electric heat. 
The board agreed and voted to keep the reduced elec¬ 
tric heat rate and continue to offer the rebate. 

The next item of business was to consider a resolu¬ 
tion for a loan application to REA. This particular 
application is a three-step process, the first two steps 
of which have been completed. The first step was 
approval of a two-year work plan, and this has been 
done. The second step was preparation of a long-range 
financial outlook, and this has also been done. The 
third step is to approve REA Form 740c, which shows 
how IREC proposes to finance the work plan. IREC 
plans to pay for some of it with general funds and some 
of it with loan funds. The board then approved a 
resolution to make application to REA for $1.7 million 
to help finance the two-year work plan. 

The board then heard a report from the delegation 
that attended the NRECA Region V meeting. One of 
the most discussed items at the meeting was the pro¬ 
posed dues increase. The item will be voted on at the 

NRECA annual meeting in February. It was felt that 
the Region V meeting was, overall, a good one. 

The general manager then gave a report on the 
regular Soyland board meeting. Minutes were ap¬ 
proved from the last regular meeting, the reorgani¬ 
zation meeting, and the special meeting. A list of 
committees was handed out by the president and the 
financial report was given. Reports were heard on the 
Clinton plant and the Tri-County Community Develop¬ 
ment Corporation. 

The next item was the 1989-1990 group health 
insurance plan for the employees. Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield has proposed to raise the premiums for their 
current plan. After some discussion, the board voted 
to keep the present plan for another year. 

A report was then heard on a co-generation plant 
that is planning to operate in our area. If and when 
the co-generation begins, it means that Soyland will be 
purchasing the power, but it will be moved over IREC 
lines. Some of the precautions being taken to insure 
the safety of our employees were explained by the 
manager. The board will be kept informed. 

The cooperative attorney informed the board that 
the FRIER II lawsuit has been dismissed with prejudice. 
The plaintiffs were given 30 days to appeal. We have 
not heard yet if a higher court will hear the FRIER I 
appeal. 

The general manager gave a report on the Tri- 
County Community Development Corporation. The 
goal of this pilot project is to assist with the economic 
development in Morgan, Cass and Scott counties. One 
business has already been loaned money with CDC’s 
help. 

Under other business, two memberships were 
refunded and there was one accident to report. The 
wage and salary committee will meet in October. 

Fifty-eight applications for membership were 
approved. There being no further business to come 
before the board, the meeting was adjourned. 

Weatherization grant applications being taken 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. has application forms 

available for members who are interested in trying to 
take advantage of the Rural Home Energy Grant Pro¬ 
gram. This program is to assist low-to-medium-income 
members of electric cooperatives in installing weatheri¬ 
zation or other energy-related improvements in their 
homes. A partial list of qualifying measures includes: 
caulking and weatherstripping, replacement furnaces, 
water heaters that meet certain efficiency standards, 
ground source heat pumps, insulation, and storm or 
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thermal doors and windows. 
The amount of the grant for which a member would 

be eligible will vary according to the member’s income 
and family size. 

The maximum grant for qualifying members will be 
$1,500. This amount of money could help do quite a 
bit of weatherization, especially if the member does 
his/her own installation work. 

For more information about the guidelines for this 
program, stop by the IREC office or call 742-3128. 



The Adventures of 
Ichabod and Mr. Toad 
Thursday • Nov. 30 

Home Satellite Dish Owners need to have 
a descrambler or an IRD to view the Preview. 

6:00 PM 

Videopolis: StarTracks 
New Kids On The Block Headline. 
Friday • Dec. 1 • 6:00 PM 

© Disney 

The Disney Channel, with its unique specials, original 
series and miniseries that you won Y see anywhere else 
is available through Rural TV. Also ask about our 18 
channel basic package and other exciting premium 
channels! 

Mickey Mouse 
Club 
Weekdays • 5:30 PM Free Holiday Preview 

Nov. 26-Dec. 3 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
Invites You To Enjoy 

The Magic Of 
The Disney Channel 

In Your Home 

The^)'{sfi£p> Channel 
America’s Family Network ™ 

Call Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
(217) 742-3128 for details 

It's important to read your meter 
As a condition of receiving electric service from Illinois Rural Electric 

Co., it is your responsibility as a member to read your meter at regular 
intervals and submit accurate readings to the Cooperative’s office. 

If, for some reason, you fail to submit a reading for one month, an 
estimated bill will be prepared and sent. If a member fails to submit an 
accurate reading of his/her meter for two consecutive billing periods, 
the general manager is authorized and directed to have the meter read 
by a cooperative employee. The member will be charged $10 to help 
defray the expense of having the meter read. If the same member still 
fails to submit accurate readings, a second visit will be made and the 
member will be charged another $10. 

After a second visit by a Cooperative employee to read a meter, a 
security deposit may be required, which will be applied to the cost of 
having an employee read the meter. In some cases, the service may be 

disconnected as provided in the Cooperative’s Right to Discontinue Ser¬ 
vice Policy. If the service is disconnected, the member will be charged a 
$10 disconnection fee and will also be charged a $10 reconnection fee 
before the service will be reconnected. 

As you can see, it is important that you, as a member, submit regular 
and accurate meter readings to the Cooperative’s office. It is also impor¬ 
tant to the Cooperative as a whole because it helps keep the charges 
made to members in line with the power costs incurred by IREC. In 
other words, it helps keep your rates down. Now you know a few rea¬ 
sons why it is important to keep sending in your meter readings on a 
timely basis. 
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RURAL 
HOME ENERGY 

GRANT 
PROGRAM 

Up to $1,500 for qualifying members of Illinois Rural Electric Co. who 
are interested in making home weatherization improvements. 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
217/742-3128 2-12 S. Main Street 

Winchester, IL 62694 
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Small business energy 
grant program available 

A Rural Small Business Energy Program has been 
authorized by the Illinois Legislature to provide finan¬ 
cial assistance to small businesses receiving electric ser¬ 
vice from a rural electric cooperative. The money is 
to be used for weatherization and energy conservation 
purposes. 

Money for this program is made available from the 
state’s Petroleum Violation Fund. The fund came from 
penalties assessed by the federal government against 
oil companies for overcharges they made to consumers. 

A business served by Illinois Rural Electric Co. is 
eligible if the following apply: 

• The business must employ no more than 12 full 
time persons. 

• The gross income of the business must be less than 
$1.5 million. 

• The business must transact the majority of its 
business within Illinois. 

• The owner(s) of the business must reside in Illinois. 
• The owner(s) must obtain at least 30 percent of 

their income from the business. 
Any residence that received a grant through the 

Rural Home Energy Grant Program is not eligible for 
additional energy improvements from this program. 
Grants are not available for new construction. 

An energy audit of the business is required. This 

audit will help in determining the most beneficial 
weatherization improvements. All improvements must 
show an energy cost savings payback of less than 10 
years. 

IREC is required to review and verify all applications 
before they are submitted to the Illinois Department 
of Energy and Natural Resources. IREC does not, 
however, approve or reject any applications. 

In most cases, the matching grant will not exceed 
$5,000. Participants will be required to match the 
amount of the grant. 

Eligible measures: 
• Caulking and weatherstripping 
• Furnace efficiency modifications 
• Replacement furnaces or boilers (a replacement 

furnace or boiler that has an annual fuel utilization 
efficiency (AFUE) of greater than 90 percent) 

• Furnace replacement burner (oil) 
• Intermittent pilot ignition devices 
• Replacement water heaters (a device for heating 

water for domestic use that meets the ASHRAE 90 
Energy Efficiency Standards, as required by Illinois 
Public Law 84-276) 

• Heat pumps (a device for heating or cooling with 
a SEER rating of 8.6) 

• Insulation for ceilings, walls, floors, ducts, pipes 
and water heaters 

• Storm doors and windows 
• Electric motor efficiency modifications 
• Alternative fuels systems 
• Solar domestic water heaters 
• Electric load management systems 
• Lighting retrofits 
If you are interested in learning more about this pro¬ 

gram for your business, please contact the IREC 
office at (217) 742-3128 or stop by the IREC office in 
Winchester. 

Board meeting report 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s office 

in Winchester on Monday, November 6, 1989, at 1:30 
p.m. Ten directors were present along with the general 
manager, the office manager and the cooperative’s 
attorney. One director was absent. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed 
and approved as mailed. The board then reviewed the 
financial report for the month of September. The 
manager stated that loads and revenues were below 

budget for the month. He then compared the actual 
expenses to the budgeted figures and finished by 
discussing how the deferred revenue plan was affecting 
the financial report. The financial report was then 
approved as presented. 

The accounts paid report was reviewed and ap¬ 
proved. The general manager then gave the con¬ 
struction and maintenance report. The cooperative 

(Continued on page 12d) 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/December 1989 12a 



Energy assistance available 
Earlier this year, the Illinois General Assembly 

passed the Energy Assistance Act of 1989. It autho¬ 
rizes the Department of Commerce and Community 
Affairs—through its local administering agencies—to 
institute a program to ensure the availability and 

affordability of heating and electric service to low- 
income persons. 

Income eligibility for the Residential Energy 
Assistance Partnership Program (REAPP) appears 
below: 

Family Size 30-day Income Annualized income 

1 $ 614 $ 7,475 
2 823 10,025 
3 1,033 12,575 
4 1,243 15,125 
5 1,452 17,675 
6 1,662 20,225 
7 1,371 22,775 
8 2,081 25,325 

These figures are based on 125 percent of the 1987 
federal poverty level published on February 10, 1989, 
by the U. S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
For households over eight add $2,550 to the annualized 
income to reach the 125 percent of poverty income 
level. The state reserves the right to adjust these levels 

upward or downward based on the availability of 
Federal appropriations. 

If you are interested in this program, please con¬ 
tact the office that serves the county in which you 
live. For IREC’s service area, the phone numbers are 
as follows: 

County Office Locations Phone 

Adams Two Rivers Regional Council Franklin Sq., Quincy 217-224-8171 
Brown Two Rivers Regional Council Mt. Sterling 217-773-2422 
Calhoun 111. Valley Econ. Dev. Corp. P.O. Box 553, Hardin 618-576-2218 
Cass I.H.E.A.P. Jacksonville, Beardstown 217-243-9404 
Greene 111. Valley Econ. Dev. Corp. Courthouse, Carrollton 217-942-6824 
Jersey 111. Valley Econ. Dev. Corp. Courthouse, Jerseyville 618-498-3210 
Macoupin 111. Valley Econ. Dev. Corp. Gillespie 217-839-4431 
Morgan I.H.E.A.P. 1201 S. Main, Jacksonville 217-243-9404 
Pike Two Rivers Regional Council Pittsfield 217-285-5424 
Scott I.H.E.A.P. Jacksonville, Winchester 217-243-9404 

DEPENDABLE 
JETCLEAN ™ 

DISHWASHERS 

Maytag. • Nobody 
else builds 
dishwashers like 
Maytag. 

0U<W ©RE*!^c!!SL;nY 
AT A GREAT LOW PRICE! 

20.7 CU. FT. 
REFRIGERATOR WITH HUGE 

6.31 CU. FT. FREEZER & TEXTURED DOORS! 

CTX2UK 

Complete Line of 
Hotpoint & Maytag Appliances 
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JroYrty tA& c&rec£or& and en?^doyee& of .ddin/n^ dlural <§/ec£rio (DO. 

William Griswold, president 
Jeral A. Miller, vice president 

J. M. Sapp, treasurer 
Ronald K. Myers, assistant treasurer 

Glen Pulliam, secretary 
John T. Early, assistant secretary 

DIRECTORS 
Robert A. Brown 

Tom Camerer 
F. Alan Heaton 
Merton L. Pond 

Francis J. Toppmeyer 

EMPLOYEES 
Robert E. Gant, general manager 

R.C. Lacy 
Donald L. Long 
Mark E. Martin 
Lucien Nash 
Timothy G. Vasilko 
Steven L. Wisdom 
Dwight A. Ala 
Ora L. Anders 
Thomas H. Anders 
Harold W. Baird 
Kevin E. Baird 
Terry S. Barnard 

James L. Bettis 
Julie A. Day 
Clayton E. DeHart 
C. Robert Dolen 
Edward L. Dolen 
Jerry R. Faulkner 
Melvin L. Funk 
Gary L. Furniss 
D. David Gant 
Gary L. Harbison 
Herman J. Holford 
David Huff 

Charles W. Jefferson 
Louis D. Kemper 
Jamie P. Killday 
Donald W. King 
Albert W. Kirchner 
Donna J. Lawson 
Walter D. Lewis 
George R. Lindsey, Jr. 
Ronald D. Little 
Craig S. Long 
Herbert L. Long 
Randall B. Long 
David E. McKinney 
Perry Moore 
Buddy J. Moss 

Marilyn B. Neff 
Russell D. Neff 
William R. Patton 
Kent Richards 
Lynn E. Rimbey 
David J. Roth 
Kenneth C. Roundcount 
Sabrina K. Schnake 
Charles L. Settles 
Louis R. Shive 
Joann Stice 
Ronnie T. Stice 
Dennis W. Taylor 
Larry C. Weder 
Sandra J. Wynn 

Services offered by 
Illinois Rural Electric Co.'s 

Member Service Department 
1. Various types of electric heat installations. 
2. Complete home and farmstead wiring. 
3. Home insulation, if members wants to do his 

own work he can pick up the insulation at a 
good price and rent the machine for $5 per day 
to do the job. 

4. Complete line of Hotpoint and Maytag ap¬ 
pliances and Fedders air conditioners. 

5. Energy Saver Plus electric water heaters. 
6. Satellite TV programming and equipment sales. 
7. Portable electric space heaters. 
8. Complete electric installations for grain drying 

and grain and feed handling equipment. 
9. Repairs on all major appliances. 

10. Sale of small appliances. 
11. Installation of underground services. 

12. Repair of inoperative equipment and wiring. 
13. Over-the-counter sales of wiring equipment to 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. members. 

14. Work with member or contractor on sizing 
electric heating and central air conditioning 
equipment. 

15. Recommend proper insulation and ventilation. 
16. Special sale on all major appliances at our 

Annual Meeting. 
17. All one- or two-man service calls in our service 

area include 30 minutes of work, “no mileage 
charge.” 

18. Our headquarters are in Winchester but our ser¬ 
vice charges are the same for all of our members 
regardless of where they live in our service area. 

19. A policy adopted by the board of directors and 
manager of IREC allows for the extension of 
credit to co-op members who live on IREC’s 
lines and who meet IREC’s credit standards. The 
merchandise purchased on credit must go on 
the co-op lines and a schedule of payments 
arranged with the Member Service Department. 

Service is our business 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
purchased 8,542,503 kilowatt-hours for the month of 
September, while sales for the same month were 
7,902,250. The chairman then asked the manager to 
report on the condition of cash. He gave balances in 
checking accounts, the amount of funds in commer¬ 
cial paper, and the interest rates at CFG. 

The next agenda item was the marketing report. The 
manager explained that Mark Martin, director of 
member and public relations, was attending a con¬ 
tinuing education course on Accounting for Non- 
Accountants, so he would give the marketing report 
this month. Gant reported on the number of appliances 
sold by the Member Service Department in September. 
He then compared budget figures to actual figures for 
that department and described some of the advertising 
that had been done during the month. The manager 
then spoke on the all-employee meetings that had been 
held to try to keep the employees informed about the 
programs that are available to members through the 
cooperative. He finished by reporting on a recent 
meeting for Youth Tour directors at which different 
cooperative representatives explained how their co-op 
handled the Youth Tour activities. There followed a 
good deal of discussion after which a motion was 
passed to participate in the 1990 Youth to Washington 
Tour. 

The next item was a report from the Financial Com¬ 
mittee. Chairman Glen Pulliam reported that the com¬ 
mittee had met on November 3, 1989, to review the 
wage and salary study prepared by the manager. 
Pulliam explained the committee’s discussions and 
then gave the committee’s recommendations to the 
board. After some discussion the board voted to 
institute a 5 percent increase in wage and salaries, 
beginning January 1, 1990. 

The chairman then asked the manager to report on 
the possible purchase of some office machines. After 
hearing this report, the board voted to replace the 
present mailing machine, which is 21 years old. They 
also voted to purchase a fax machine for the office. 

The manager was then asked to report on the 
possibility of obtaining a franchise from the City of 
South Jacksonville. Gant reported that he had been 
working with Joe Somerset of Soyland Power Coopera¬ 
tive to try to develop some industrial sites in our ser¬ 
vice area. They have met with the Mayor of South 
Jacksonville, and she will talk to her council about the 
matter. Gant and Somerset will probably be asked to 
make a presentation to the council, and Gant will keep 
the board informed of further developments. 

The next agenda item was a report on the regular 
meeting of the Soyland board. The manager reported 
that the minutes of the previous meeting were ap¬ 
proved after some slight corrections were made. The 
November meeting date was changed and the president 

distributed committee appointments. There was a 
change in the per diem for directors and the finance 
committee reported that Soyland had revenues of 
$13,799,059 in September. The Clinton report was 
given, stating that 1,333 people now work at the plant, 
its availability for September was 100 percent and the 
load factor was 90.8 percent. Doug Dougherty reported 
on his trip to Japan with the Central Illinois Corridor 
Council, and Ed Williams gave a detailed legal report. 
This concluded the report on the Soyland board 
meeting. 

The general manager then gave an update on the co¬ 
generation project near Time. The three engines and 
generators are installed on pads, and the step-down 
transformer is also sitting on the pad with a pole struc¬ 
ture available for the interconnection. As soon as a 
three-phase oil circuit reclosure comes in, work can 
proceed on this project. 

The chairman then reported on the AIEC regular 
board meeting. Two alternate directors were seated 
on the board. Minutes of the August meeting were 
approved and the audit of the records was approved. 
The NRECA report was given, followed by the legisla¬ 
tive report. The legal report was also given and this con¬ 
cluded the chairman’s report on the AIEC meeting. 

A legal report relative to IREC was then given by the 
cooperative’s attorney. He reported on the status of two 
loss-of-load suits. He then reported on a subpoena for 
production of documents that was received from 
Illinois Power. As all other distribution cooperatives 
in the state have received the subpoena, a meeting will 
be held to address this situation. The plaintiffs have 
again filed an appeal in the FRIER II case even 
though the Sangamon County Court dismissed it with 
prejudice. 

Plans were made for directors to attend upcoming 
continuing education courses. 

The board then discussed the current meter seal 
policy and voted to amend the policy. The policy will 
give members one warning for unauthorized removal 
of a meter seal. The second offense will result in a $50 
charge to the member. Subsequent offenses could lead 
to a Class IV conviction. 

The chairman then asked the manager to report on 
the environmental report for loan application. The 
Illinois Historical Preservation Office submitted com¬ 
ments saying that a Phase I archaeological recon¬ 
naissance survey would need to be done on 10 sites 
where we plan to do construction work. The manager 
will report again concerning this matter at the next 
board meeting. 

Plans were made for directors to attend the NRECA 
annual meeting. The manager then reported on four 
accidents. The board approved 57 applications for 
membership. There being no further business to come 
before the board, the meeting was adjourned. 

Office 
closing 

The offices of Illinois Rural Electric Co. will be closed Monday, 
December 25, and Monday, January 1. The board and employees 
wish you the best of holidays. 
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