
KNIT 
OR 

CROCHET 

5121: Knit or crochet 
legwarmers in two 

colors of soft mohair- 
type acrylic to match 
your favorite outfits. 
Easy, cozy fashion 

accessory. Directions, 
charts included. 

OFFER GOOD THROUGH 
MAR. 31, 1990 

5122: Create cute, 
colorful dog and cat 

spare roll covers. Easily 
styled to match any 
decor. Perfect gift or 
bazaar items. Printed 

pattern, directions 
included. 

OFFER GOOD THROUGH 
APR. 30, 1990 

5651: Simply charming. 
Dress options: 

sleeveless or short 
sleeves, collar or 

collarless and with or 
without flounce. Sizes 
2,3,4,5,6,7 and 8 years 

included in pattern. 

OFFER GOOD THROUGH 
APR. 30,1990 

Adorable 

5118: Adorable early 
American doll creates 
the ideal home accent 
or gift for a special girl. 

Directions, printed 
pattern for 21" doll and 
eight piece wardrobe 

included. 

OFFER GOOD THROUGH 
APR. 30, 1990 

Pure femininity, a soft gentle curve. Stylish 
choices: dress or tunic, full and slim skirts and tie! 
Designer Pattern 5648 is available in Misses' 
Sizes 10 to 24. State NN(10-12-14-16) or 
WW(18-20-22-24) when ordering. 

OFFER GOOD THRU MAR. 31,1990 

5615: The all- 
enveloping grace of a 

cocoon jacket covers a 
simple shell and 

partially elasticized 
skirt. Misses' Sizes 10 
to 20. State N(10-12-14) 

or 11(16-18-20) when 
ordering. 

OFFER GOOD THROUGH 
MAR. 31,1990 

Leisure value: 
housecoat, long robe 

and bed jacket. Misses' 
Sizes. State MD(14-16), 
LG(18-20) or XL(22-24) 

when ordering. 

OFFER GOOD THROUGH 
MAR. 31, 1990 

5646: Perfectly 
proportioned for Half 

Sizes. Figure flattering 
dress has an easy fit 
waist and comes in 

three sleeve lengths. 
Half Sizes. State A(14'/2 
to 24Vz included) when 

ordering. 

OFFER GOOD THROUGH 
MAR. 31, 1990 

Cozy 
Crochet 

5061: Traditional granny 
square design crochets 

quickly into cozy 
afghan, pillow and 

slippers. Use lightweight 
mohair type yarn for 
pillow and 46" x 64" 

afghan. For slippers use 
worsted weight. 

OFFER GOOD THROUGH 
APR. 30, 1990 

5652: Nothing's better 
for the figure than soft, 

easy lines. Stylish 
choices: dress or tunic 

and pull-on skirt. 
Misses' Sizes. State 
NN(10-12-14-16) or 

UU(16-18-20-22) when 
ordering. 

OFFER GOOD THROUGH 
APR. 30, 1990 

5120: Express your 
individuality in home 
decorating! Curtain 
package includes 
charts, yardage 

formulas and styling 
tips for drapes, cornice, 
swag and jabot. Simple 

directions. 
OFFER GOOD THROUGH 

MAR. 31, 1990 

styling in two pieces. 
Easy to sew pullover 
top and trumpet skirt 
look great together or 

separately. Misses' 
Sizes 8 to 18 are 

included in pattern. 

OFFER GOOD THROUGH 
MAR. 31, 1990 

6022: Make a tote to 
suit every occasion. 
This Workshop tells 
how to whip up ten 

different kinds. 

OFFER GOOD THROUGH 
MAR.. 31, 1990 

PATTERNS 
TO: PATTERNS 

Illinois Rural Electric News 
P.O. Box 3787 
Springfield, 111. 62708 

Print Name. 

Address   

City   

State   

I have enclosed $ ($4.00 per pattern — cash, 
check or money order accepted) for the following patterns 
(please allow four weeks for delivery): 

Pattern No. Size Pattern No. Size 

Zip. 
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Edgar Electric Co-o 

Christmas safety 
Accidents don’t take holidays. In fact, December is 

one of the worst months for fire-related accidents. 
Ironically, the very objects that brighten the holiday 
season can cause disaster if used in an unsafe fashion. 
Decorative lights and materials should be purchased 
and used wisely and correctly. 

For decorative lighting, use these safety tips: 
• Purchase only UL-listed light strings. For outdoor 

use, only weatherproof lighting and extension cords 
should be used. The Underwriters Laboratories label 
will indicate which light strings and extension cords 
are suitable for outdoor use. 

• Check all light strings carefully. Before plugging 
in your lights, check each set and extension cords for 
broken or cracked sockets and plugs, frayed or bare 
wires, or loose connections. Unsafe equipment should 
be discarded immediately. Make certain that bulbs are 
not loose in their sockets. Use rubber light socket 
gaskets, and replace if needed. Don’t work with light 
strings or extension cords while they are electrically 
connected. Never stretch light strings or extension 
cords wiring. Fasten outdoor lights securely to a firm 
support to protect against wind, etc. 

• When arranging lights for decorative use, make 
certain not to overload the electrical circuits. Electrical 
wiring that is forced to carry more current than it is 
intended to handle, may overheat and fire result. Look 
for the wire capacity listing, and do not use more than 
the manufacturer’s recommended number of light 
strings on one circuit. 

• Watch the placement of electrical decorative 
lighting, never place it close to flammable materials. 
Decorations are natural attention grabbers for chil¬ 
dren, so keep them out of their reach and keep a close 
watch on youngsters. 

• Never use string lights on a metal tree—a short 
in the insulation could make the tree electrically “live.” 

Use spotlights to illuminate a metal tree. 
• Remember, always turn off decorative lights when 

leaving home or retiring for the night. Short circuits 
and fires can result. 

The selection of a Christmas tree, whether natural 
or artificial, is a crucial matter. Artificial trees should 
be labeled flame-resistant, as some trees can burn with 
extreme vigor. A natural tree should always be checked 
for freshness. 

When buying a natural tree, the following should be 
heeded: 

• Check for color and scent. A fresh tree is deep 
green and has a strong evergreen scent. 

• Needles should be hard to pull from the branches; 
and when bent between your fingers fresh needles 
don’t break. 

• The trunk butt of a fresh tree is sticky with sap. 
• Bounce the tree on the ground; a shower of 

needles shows that the tree is too dry. 
• Never use glass wool, “angel hair,” in combination 

with spray-on flocking snow—combination is highly 
combustible. 

Place the tree carefully, away from fireplaces, radia¬ 
tors, and other heat sources. See that it is out of the 
way of the traffic pattern. 

Cut off about two inches from the trunk. Mount the 
tree in a sturdy, water-holding stand with widespread 
legs for stability. 

Fill base holder with water. Keep it full of water, 
checking daily. Heated rooms dry trees out rapidly, 
making them more flammable. 

When trimming the tree, fireplace mantel, etc. use 
only noncombustible and flame-retardant materials. 

Choose tinsel or artificial icicles of plastic or non- 
leaded metals. Leaded materials are hazardous if 
ingested by children or pets. 

When making decorations, look for materials labeled 
flame-resistant. Never place trimmings near open 
flames, heat sources or electrical connections. 

Remove all wrapping paper from tree and fireplace 
areas immediately after presents are opened. Place 
paper in a covered metal trash container or burn them 
in an incinerator. Do not burn them in the fireplace. 
A flash fire may result, as wrapping paper can ignite 
suddenly and burn fiercely. 

In case of fire, be prepared! Sit down with your 
family and draw up an emergency escape plan, 
selecting a common meeting point outside. 

• Keep a fully-charged UL-listed fire extinguisher 
handy. Every family member and baby-sitters as well 
should know beforehand where the extinguishers are 
located and how to operate them properly. 

• Keep fire department, police, ambulance, doctor 
and other emergency service numbers posted on or 
near your telephone. 

Plan for safety! Remember, there is no substitute for 
common sense. Look for and eliminate potential 
danger spots. Have a holiday safety alert! 
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When yourre on the go . . . 
go with Motorola pagers from Edgar Electric 

* rent or buy 
* 30 mile radius 
* many options available 
* easy to use, portable 

Now everyone can reach you at a 
moment's notice be it friends, family, 
staff or clients . . . everyone! 

"if you need me . .. beep me!" 

Should your power go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Edgar Electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number and location available so we 
may restore your service quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 

Leaving for the winter? 
The time is drawing near when many Edgar Electric 

members leave during the winter months. We would 
like to remind you to make arrangements for paying 
your electric statements when you will be away from 
home for an extended period of time. 

The first thing to do is to secure someone to read 
your meter. This person can turn in your meter reading 
along with his own statement. Please make sure that 
your meter reader included your account number with 
your reading. If no one is available to read your meter, 
the co-operative office will read the meter for a fee of 
$5 per month. The fee will be added to your statement. 
Please contact the office in advance if you would like 
for us to read your meter. 

Regarding the payment of your account, there are 

two ways this can be handled. The first way is to pre¬ 
pay a lump sum on your account. Your statement will 
show a credit amount, and as this depletes, you may 
pay more later—when the credit is running low. If the 
estimate is too high, the remaining credit will be car¬ 
ried to your next statement. 

The co-operative office can also forward your elec¬ 
tric statement to your winter residence. Many people 
think the payment must be in the office by the 10th 
of each month and would not get their statements back 
in time. However, the return envelope simply needs 
to be postmarked by the 10th. 

If you will be leaving during the winter months, con¬ 
tact your co-operative office. We will set up a monthly 
statement arrangement that best fits your needs. You 
may also inquire on how to prepare your home for an 
extended winter vacation. 

Edgar Electric Co-operative Association 
51st annual meeting 

**Mark your calendars!! 
March 3, 1990 

At Crestwood School Gym 
Look for additional information in the future issues of “Current Hi-Lites/' 
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covered by the program include: 

• wall, ceiling, floor, pipe, duct, or water heater 
insulation 

• replace inefficient water heaters 
• electric load management 
• caulking and weatherstripping 
• replace inefficient furnaces 
• storm windows, storm doors, thermal windows or 

thermal doors with a limit of $150 per window unit 
or entrance way 

• intermittent pilot ignition devices 
• furnace replacement burner (oil) 
• solar domestic water heaters 
• high efficient air conditioners needed for medical 

reasons 
So how does the Rural Home Energy Grant work? 

To apply for the rural grant, you need contact Edgar 
Electric to receive any further program information. 
Each member wishing to apply for the program must 
complete an energy audit with the cooperative office. 

Then, the member gets two written bids from the 
contractors for your proposed energy conservation 
measures. Two materials estimates on retailer let¬ 
terheads if you plan to do the work yourself. Submit 
the contractor bid forms and the completed applica¬ 
tion to Edgar Electric. 

Edgar Electric will review your application and cer¬ 
tify that you are a member of our cooperative. We for¬ 
ward your application to the ENR for final review. They 
will notify you upon approval. All improvements must 
be complete 60 days from receipt of the ENR’s check. 
The cooperative or ENR will conduct inspections after 
completion of the proposed work. 

As stated before, this is the third year for the pro¬ 
gram. It is also the last year for the program. The 
Department of Energy and Natural Resources would 
like to distribute all funds by early spring of next year. 
If you would like more information regarding the grant 
program, please fill out the information form below. 
You may also contact the cooperative office. 

Income guidelines for Edgar Electric Co-operative Association 
FAMILY SIZE: 

TOTAL FAMILY INCOME: 

100% Subsidy up 
to $1,500 

12345678 

$16,380 $18,716 $21,053 $23,402 $24,859 $26,329 $27,773 $29,190 

If the applicant's family income is less than the figure listed above, he/she is less than 80% of 
the median income for this service area. Therefore, the family is eligible for a grant up to $1,500 
for energy conservation measures in their home. The applicant will not be required to provide 
any matching funds. 

FAMILY SIZE: 

50% Subsidy up to $ 1,000 

12345678 

$16,380- $18,716- $21,053- $23,402- $24,859- $26,329- $27,773- $29,190- 
24,570 28,074 31,579 35,103 37,288 39,493 41,659 43,785 

If the applicant's family income is between the two figures listed above, he/she is eligible for 
a grant of 50% of the cost of eligible conservation measures up to a total of $1,000. 

Please contact me. I am interested in applying for an energy conservation grant. 

Name  

Address  

City/State  

Zip   Phone   

Send to: Edgar Electric Cooperative Association, P.O. Box 190, Paris, IL 61944. 

Small business grants also available 
The Rural Small Business Energy Grant is now 

available. This ENR grant will provide assistance to 
small businesses and farms. The financial assistance is 

available for weatherization and energy improvements. 
Eligible businesses include farms and not-for-profit 
social agencies served by cooperatives. 

To qualify, all applicants must meet certain program 
guidelines. The businesses must transact a majority of 
their business within the state and whose owners are 
Illinois residents. The business must have no more than 

12 employees on a full-time basis. The annual gross 
income of the business must be less than $1.5 million. 
The owner must also obtain at least 30 percent of their 

income from the business. 
Eligible measures include most of the projects in the 

Rural Home Energy Grant Program. Added to the 
Small business grant are: electric motor efficiency 
modifications, alternate fuel systems and lighting 
retrofits. The program limits each business to a maxi¬ 
mum of $5,000 in matching grant money for qualified 
projects. 

The application for the Small Business Grant is 
basically the same as the rural home grant. Contact the 
cooperative office to receive further information on 
this grant. 
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weatherization 
grants 
Edgar Electric offering grants for third year 

Illinois electric cooperatives are participating in the 
Rural Home Energy Grant program. This is the third 
year for the program. Members may be eligible for 
grants of up to $1,500. The grants are for home 
weatherization or energy conservation work. Edgar 
Electric is a part of this program sponsored by the 
Illinois Department of Energy and Natural Resources. 

The Rural Home Energy Grant program was estab¬ 
lished by the Illinois General Assembly with funding 
penalties assessed by the federal government. These 
penalties were against oil companies for overcharges 
to consumers. Illinois received about $100 million as 
its share of the oil overcharge money returned to 
individual states. The General Assembly set aside $2.8 
million for the grant program this year. During the first 
two years of the grant program, the Illinois electric 
cooperatives helped to distribute $3.7 million. Over 
3,007 eligible members received funds for improving 
the energy efficiency of their homes. 
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Any member of a cooperative whose household 
income is less than 120 percent of the area median 
income is eligible. See the income table below to deter¬ 
mine if you qualify. 

There are tow categories of financial assistance 
available. The first is for members of Edgar Electric 
whose income is 80 percent or less of area median 
income. This grant is available up to $1,500 for energy 
conservation measures. The second type of assistance 
is for members whose income is between 80 percent 
and 120 percent of area median income. This is a 
matching grant of up to $1,000 from ENR. Qualified 
members in this second category must fund one half 
of the project cost themselves. 

There are many types of weatherization projects 
which qualify under this program. Grant money is 
available for upgrading or replacing inefficient heating 
systems. Many types of projects qualify. All must 
demonstrate a 10-year payback in energy savings. Those 



Christmas at Church 
The organ thunders, murmurs, is complete, 

Is hallowed, melts in mysteries. 
No more the troubles of the day or dusk 
When music is a leaning-wall of peace. 

We abide in beauty. Beneath high-vaulted glory 
The Christmas message is a Medicine. 
A healing lotion for offended eyes. 
An ointment for the ache that freezes in. • 

This is our refuge and our Strengthener, 
To gird us, spur us back into the flame 
And steam. Our forces, faith and confidence. 
Our guide, the superstructure of a Name. 

Gwendolyn Brooks 

Merry Christmas 
from all of us at Edgar Electric 
Board 
Joe Welsh 
Glenn Bishop 
Jon Farris 
Garold Farthing 
John Fell 
Dave Hollis 
Ralph Wright 
Tom Murphy 
Dave Schiver 
Steve Garst, attorney 

Employees 
Thomas J. Hentz 
Thomas Brock 
Lester Smittkamp 
Bud Walls 
Dow Morris 
Angela Lorenzen 
Tim Haddix 
Robert Craig 
Jane Brazelton 
Kelly McCrocklin 

Diane Vice 
Patty Berry 
Verlin Funkhouser 
Robert Smithson 
Conn Wheeler 
Kenneth Kraemer 
Jim Fleming 
Michael Clark 
Ron Martin 
Greg Hollingsworth 
Kent Milbourn 
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Edgar Electric Co-operative 

Operating statement — September 1989 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $4,354,023 $4,250,532 $489,913 
Cost of Purchased Power 2,985,850 2,805,442 323,382 
Transmission Expense -0- SCR -0- 
Distribution Expense—Operation 118,439 137,605 20,249 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 302,697 259,913 21,746 
Consumer Accounts Expense 124,289 131,096 10,823 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 44,836 63,352 7,456 
Administrative & General Expense 309,450 335,898 36,390 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 3,885,561 3,733,301 420,046 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 163,558 164,287 18,588 
Tax Expense —Property 33,521 36,345 4,175 
Tax Expense—Other 41,960 38,613 3,932 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 144,712 141,487 15,335 
Other Deductions 5,373 5,373 597 
Cost of Electric Service 4,274,685 4,119,406 462,672 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 79,338 131,126 27,241 
Nonoperating Margins—Interest 119,192 123,573 13,122 
Nonoperating Margins —Other 
Other Capital Credits and Patronage Dividends 

40 2,736 
203 

243 

Patronage Capital or Margins 198,570 257,638 40,809 

Manager's report to the board - - September 1989 
Statistics and Revenue Data September 1988 August 1989 September 1989 

Number Connected Consumers $ 4,910 $ 4,908 $ 4,908 
Average kwh Used 1,000.0 981.6 913.4 
Average Bill $ 107.93 $ 103.43 $ 98.57 
No. kwh Purchased 5,823,241 5,333,692 4,973,978 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 4,909,929 4,817,718 4,482,776 
Line Loss Percent 15.7% 9.7% 9.9% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $ 0.05486 $ 0.06742 $ 0.06501 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $ 0.06506 $ 0.07464 $ 0.07214 
Member Cost Per kwh $ 0.10914 $ 0.10652 $ 0.10946 
Miles Energized 1,473 1,472 1,472 
Revenue Per Mile ($371.87) ($358.30) ($341.90) 
Total Expense Per Mile $ 311.82 $ 338.08 $ 314.32 

Edgar Electric Co-operative Assn. 
P.O. Box 190. Paris, IL 61944 

Office Hours Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Business Phone No. 217-463-1002 

24 Hr. Outage Phone No. 217-463-4145 or 800-635-4145 
Office closed: December 22 and 25 —Christmas 

December 29 and January 1 — New Year's Holiday 
Open regular hours on January 2 
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Proposed legislation 
(Continued from page 5) 
mately $38.8 million dollars. To retrofit Units 
1, 2, 3 and 4 with nitrogen oxide controls, assum¬ 
ing that such control was commercially available, 
would cost on the order of $6.3 million. The 
original capital cost of the control is not as wor¬ 
risome as the resultant annual operating costs. 
The USEPA estimates that additional costs on the 
order of $17 to $18 million per year would be 
incurred by SIPC. 

This translates to at least 10 percent increase 
to our consumer-owners and perhaps higher. We 
have projected that the cost per family in SEIEC’s 
area would be $204 per year on an average all elec¬ 
tric member’s bill or an increase of about 15 per¬ 
cent. It is important to keep in mind with this 
estimate, SIPC’s present revenue of approximately 
$38 million must be increased by $17 million to 
$55 million. 

Our service area is an economically depressed 
region as identified and documented by the 
Southern Illinois Regional Planning and Develop¬ 
ment Commission to the Department of Com¬ 
merce Economic Development Administration. 
The region has experienced alarmingly high un¬ 
employment rates since 1980. Presently, the ser¬ 
vice area unemployment rate is 15 percent and 
has been consistently above the national unem¬ 
ployment rate for many years. 

The area has suffered a downfall from a two- 
product economy, mining and agriculture, which 
can be documented by per capita income and 
poverty level statistics for the region. The per 
capita income level for the service area is $5,488, 
which translates into a 20 percent poverty level 
for the area. The standard of living indicators 
show the extreme economic deterioration and in¬ 
stability of the region’s economy. 

In the state of Illinois, less than 1 percent of the 
work force is employed in the mining industry. In 
our five-county region, 10,800 people, or 17.7 
percent, are employed in the mining industry. 
Unemployment rates, per capita income and 
poverty statistics show the Southeastern Region 
economy is experiencing economic depression. 

We believe that our members are aware of the 
various environmental issues and are perhaps 
more informed than most people in the nation. In 
addition to acid rain, our members are presently 
struggling over the wilderness issue. Within our 
service area lies a portion of the Shawnee National 
Forest. It is a beautiful area with an abundance 
of trees that is amenable to various forms of 
recreation, which must be balanced with the com¬ 
mercial development of the area, particularly 
lumbering. We do realize that making the area 
available for recreation does have a direct cost, 
particularly with the loss of revenues, real estate 

Southern Illinois Power Co-operative's generating 
station south of Marion. 

taxes, and potential industries that are prevented 
from developing in the area. 

We would like to discuss the particular concerns 
that we have with some of the major bills that 
have been introduced. One major concern is the 
capacity usage cap, which limits older plants’ 
actual annual hours of operation to an average 
based on 1985, 1986 and 1987. Our problem with 
this particular section is that in 1978 SIPC com¬ 
pleted construction of a new generation unit, 
Marion Unit No. 4. Because of the availability of 
Marion Unit No. 4, during the 85, 86 and 87 
period, SIPC operated Units 1, 2 and 3 at an 
approximate capacity factor of 29 percent. We 
expect as we experience load growth during the 
early and mid 1990s, we will need additional 
generation from Units 1, 2 and 3. To be limited 
to an artificially low usage factor would not seem 
to be in our consumer-owners’ best interest. 

SIPC also has utmost concern about the section 
508 definition of the clean coal technologies. As 
we discussed earlier, SIPC is involved with Trans¬ 
Alta on a low nitrogen oxide/sulfur dioxide burner 
project and would like it to be included as a sec¬ 
tion 508 definition. 

We are also quite concerned about cost-sharing 
provisions. Although we recognize that acid rain 
is a national problem, requiring a national solu¬ 
tion, we would like to have some sort of credit for 
utilities that have already spent considerable 
amounts of money for pollution control. 

In closing, our members would like to express 
their agreement with the goal of cleaner air, but, 
they are very concerned about the method that is 
being used to achieve it. 
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(Continued from page 5) 
the scene. “Most of the guys working here are 
smart enough to take care of themselves.” 

Albert “Sonny” Kirchner, journeyman lineman 
for Illinois Rural Electric Co., states that as an 
instructor he also learns a lot during the training 
school. 

“We present some unusual classroom 
situations. Some things you don’t do unless you 
have to. (In those cases) it’s not the safe way but 
the only way.” The school, he adds, is also a time 
to “renew some old friendships and make some 
new ones.” 

One who’s made many friends at Hot Line 
School is George Klaus. He started out as a student 
in 1955 and for many years has been an 
instructor, though he retired from Illinois Rural 
Electric Co. in 1985. 

One of the biggest changes Klaus has seen was 

the introduction of hydraulic trucks in the 1950s. 
Prior to that, booms had to be assembled in pieces, 
then a winch cable would lift them. On hydraulic 
trucks, a pull on a lever raises crews and equip¬ 
ment up to the pole. 

Klaus believes that Illinois Rural was the first 
cooperative to use rubber gloves on live wires. 
“The gloves give you total protection. You feel no 
electric charge. If your pliers get too close, you do 
get a little arc, though.” 

Students and instructors respect Klaus as the 
veteran. “George taught us all well,” says Illinois 
Rural’s Kirchner. 

Why does Klaus accept the invitation to return 
year after year? “Just because I retired doesn’t 
mean I’m not interested. I enjoy seeing the guys, 
seeing what new things are going on. If it hadn’t 
been for some instructor down the line, I wouldn’t 
have been here.” 

Programming 

vLTcffljHi services for 
the satellite 
dish owner 

Hamilton County 
Telephone Co-op 
Dahlgren, IL 62828 
1-80044RURAL 618-736-2211 
Representing Clinton, Egyptian, Monroe County, Southeastern Illinois, 

Southern Illinois and Tri-County Electric Cooperatives 

Edgar Electric 
Co-operative 
RR 6. P.0. Box 190, Paris, IL 61944 
1 800-6354145 or 2174634145 
Providing Descrambling Service 
To East-Central Illinois 

Independent Telcom 
Associates, Louisville, III. 

1-800-523-6573 
Serving Customers In Clay 

And All Surrounding Counties. 
(A subsidiary of Wabash Telephone Co-op) 

Unlimited Visions 
Toll Free 1-800-824*5102 
P.0. Box 96, Paxton, IL 60957 
Unlimited Visions Is A Subsidiary 
Of Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative. 
VC II Decoder Leasing Available 

Corn Belt Electric 
Cooperative 
1-800-322-6541 

P.0. Box 816, Bloomington, IL 61702-0816 
Something New From An Old Friend 

Pay TV services are available through subscriptions. All programming is not available in every area. 

14 ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/November 1989 



Edgar Electric Co-operative 
CN 

Operating statement — August 1989 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $3,819,091 $3,760,619 $511,889 
Cost of Purchased Power 2,666,393 2,482,060 359,594 
Transmission Expense -0- SCR -0- 
Distribution Expense—Operation 104,636 117,356 14,439 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 277,242 238,167 34,309 
Consumer Accounts Expense 110,682 120,273 11,680 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 38,710 55,896 2,495 
Administrative & General Expense 271,249 299,508 32,101 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 3,468,912 3,313,256 454,619 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 145,078 145,699 18,496 
Tax Expense—Property 29,941 32,170 4,175 
Tax Expense—Other 38,288 34,680 4,085 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 128,374 126,152 15,679 
Other Deductions 4,776 4,776 597 
Cost of Electric Service 3,815,370 3,656,733 497,651 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 3,721 103,886 14,238 
Nonoperating Margins —Interest 106,367 110,451 14,144 
Nonoperating Margins —Other 39 2,493 1,380 
Patronage Capital or Margins 110,127 216,829 29,761 

Manager's report to the board — August 1989 
Statistics and Revenue Data August 1988 July 1989 August 1989 

Number Connected Consumers 4,903 4,894 4,908 
Average kwh Used 1,075.9 805.9 981.6 
Average Bill $ 109.61 $ 88.81 $ 103.43 
No. kwh Purchased 5,522,870 4,346,654 5,333,692 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Co-operative 5,275,003 3,943,845 4,817,718 
Line Loss Percent 4.5% 9.3% 9.7% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $ 0.06213 $ 0.05526 $ 0.06742 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $ 0.06505 $ 0.06090 $ 0.07464 
Member Cost Per kwh $ 0.10275 $ 0.11132 $ 0.10652 
Miles Energized 1,474 1,472 1,472 
Revenue Per Mile ($376.03) ($307.25) ($358.30) 
Total Expense Per Mile $ 331.80 $ 261.67 $ 338.08 

Edgar Electric Co-operative Assn. 
P.0. Box 190, Paris, IL 61944 

Office Hours Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m. 
Business Phone No. 217-463-1002 

24 Hr. Outage Phone No. 217-463-4145 or 800-635-4145 
Holiday closings: Nov. 10—Veteran's Day 

Nov. 23 and 24—Thanksgiving 
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Things are starting off early this year!! It’s 
that time again—of man winter is knocking on 
our door. As temperatures soar downward and 
north winds begin to blow, one should keep 
a few things in mind. 

Certain precautions should be taken in the 
winter storm months. Avoid unnecessary travel 
before, during, and after a winter storm. If you 
must go outside, remember that several layers 
of clothing will keep you warmer than a single 
heavy coat. Be particularly careful with por¬ 
table heaters since there is danger of fire or 
poisonous fumes. 

When you must drive in the snow, keep the 
gas tank full to prevent the fuel line from 
freezing. Before every trip, let someone know 
your destination, travel route, and estimated 
time of arrival. Keep emergency supplies in the 
trunk of your car. If you get stuck in the snow, 

remain visible to rescuers by keeping the 
overhead light on and attaching a brightly 
colored cloth to your antenna. As you sit in a 
stalled car, move your arms and legs to keep 
blood circulating. Keep one window slightly 
open to let in fresh air. 

Pack an emergency kit: Even if it is the most 
minor problem with your car, you can be 
stranded during the winter driving season. 
Here are some items which should be included 
in kit: 

• flashlight •jumper cables 

• warm blanket • sand for traction if you get stuck 

• small shovel to dig yourself out if you get stuck 

• bottle of windshield-washer fluid 

• flares or safety reflectors 

• coins for the phone booth and a list of emergency numbers 

• spare fuses • boots, in case you need to do some walking 

Satellite TV services available through 

"Basic Service:" 
$9.95 per month 

and EEC Services, Inc. 
CNN 
Headline News 
USA 
WGN-Chicago 
WTBS-Atlanta 
Country Music TV 
Nashville Network 
Travel Channel 
Weather Channel 

ESPN 
CBN 
Lifetime 
Nickelodean 
KTVT 
WPIX 
Discovery Channel 
Learning Channel 
Nostalgia Channel 

add for additional 50 cents per month: Arts and Entertainment Channel 

One Premium $7.95 HBO 
Two Premiums $14.95 Cinemax 
Three Premiums $20.95 Disney 

Skyline Silver: includes: 
$3.00 per month 

*choose from any of these!! 

WWOR-New York 
WSBK-Boston 
KTLA-Los Angeles 

Starion Theatre 
Stardust Theatre 

$9.95 per month 
$5.50 per month 

Satellite Sports Network $7.95 

We have other programming available!! Don't miss out on this opportunity!! 

WE ALSO SELL SATELLITE DISHES AND DESCRAMBLERS!!!!!! 

CALL US AT 463-1002 OR 1-800-635-4145 
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Co-op employees build the forms, a job that was done Employees and workers at the Co-operative office lay 
in July. the foundation for the poles—July. 

Left to right: Thomas Hentz (manager), Dow Morris and Lester Smittkamp prepare the United States flag. 

Flying our flags 
When driving by the Co operative office, you may 

notice something a little different. Co-operative 
employees worked this summer laying concrete foun¬ 
dations. The foundations now hold our new flag poles. 
The two poles will serve as a home for the United States 
flag and the Illinois flag. Lights were also installed so 
the flags may be flown at night. 

With the help of Congressman Terry Bruce, Edgar 
Electric Co-operative recently acquired a unique 
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United States flag. Bruce requested that a flag be flown 
over the Capitol Building in Washington, D.C. The flag 
was flown “in appreciation of the leaders at Edgar Elec¬ 
tric Co-operative Association for their diligent effort 
to improve the rural lifestyle in their service area.” 

The flag was flown in Washington September 29. 
It was presented to Thomas Hentz, Edgar Electric 
manager, by the employees at the Co-operative office. 
The flag will be used for special occasions only. 



Coping with winter outages 
It is easy to become accustomed to a continuous, 

uninterrupted supply of electricity. Supply can be cut 
off by storms, weather, or other accidents. When there 
is an interruption we often find ourselves unprepared. 

When your power goes off, there are several steps 
to follow to prepare yourself for this situation. Check 
your main fuse or resetting a circuit breaker may 
restore your electricity. After checking these and you 
determine that the problem is not at your home, check 
to see if your neighbors have electricity if possible. Next 
call the Co-operative office to report the outage. We 
can serve our members quickly if they have their 
account number and pole location available. Having 
this information before placing your call helps to 
promptly untie our telephone lines. The office will 
dispatch a crew as quickly as possible to locate the 
trouble area. 

Unplug appliances with electronic components, such 
as microwaves, televisions, and VCR’s. This will elimi¬ 
nate damage to appliances from voltage fluctuations 
due to this problem. Also appliances with electrical 
motors—deep freezers, refrigerators, air conditioners, 
water pumps—should be unplugged. 

To make an outage easier to cope with, always keep 
an adequate supply of the fallowing on hand. Keep 
these items in a cool, dry place. All members of the 
family should know where to find .these supplies: 

• flashlights 
• battery operated radio 
• candles and matches 

• extra batteries 
• basic first-aid supplies 
• small supply of water 

Never go near downed power lines; let qualified 
people from the Co-operative office handle these 
situations. 

When the electrical outage occurs in the winter, one 
needs to take certain precautions. Dress warmly by 
wearing several layers of clothing. Several layers of 
clothing provide better insulation than a single layer. 

Have your family move to a single room as much as 
possible, preferably one with few windows. Ideally, this 
room should be on the south side of the house to gain 
the maximum heat from sunlight. Shut off this room 
from the rest of the house. It could be a room with a 

fireplace, wood stove, or an alternate heat source. 
Follow operating instructions if another heat source 
is used. For example, if you use a kerosene heater, 
adequate ventilation is a must. Store all fuels outside 
the home for safety reasons. Properly maintain wood 
stoves and fireplaces throughout the year to prevent 
problems when emergencies arise. 

If it has been determined that the power outage will 

* 

V 

be extended, other measures will need to be taken as 
well. Unplug everything in your home. Turn off 
breakers or remove fuses. You may want to leave one 
lighting circuit on so you will know when the electricity 
returns. Be sure to keep doors on refrigerators and 
freezers closed as much as possible to prevent air loss. 
Keep curtains closed on all windows except the south 
windows when the sun is shining. This will supply some 
passive solar heat in the daytime hours. Keep draperies 
closed at night. 

Following these suggestions will make it easier to 
cope with a power outage. Think ahead and prepare 
for an emergency by having a plan in your household. 
Remember to stay calm. Your electricity will be on as 
quickly as possible. The Co-operative will work around 
the clock to restore your electrical service. 
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Why we celebrate Thanksgiving 
In 1621, a group of colonists from Plymouth 

gathered together for three days of feasting and prayer. 
It was a joyous occasion, the colonists banqueted from 
their first bountiful harvest, giving thanks to God for 
the plentiful harvest and for surviving the previous 
long, cold Massachusetts winter, which had killed off 
fully half their number. They were giving thanks for 
their survival, and for being far better prepared for the 
coming winter than they had been before. 

Today in the United States, we still celebrate this 
festival. In fact for thousands of years, man has cele¬ 
brated the end of the harvest. Our festival is now the 
national holiday called Thanksgiving Day. 

Thanksgiving Day is celebrated the fourth Thursday 
in November. This was not always the case, the first 
national Thanksgiving holiday was celebrated on 
November 26, 1789. This holiday was proclaimed by 
President George Washington. In 1863, President 
Abraham Lincoln established the holiday to be held 
on the last Thursday in November. At this time in our 
history, some of the states had their own Thanksgiving 
holidays. However it might be added that during 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s term the holiday was 
celebrated on the third Thursday in November. This 

was done simply to extend the Christmas shopping 
season, which desperately needed a boost. However, in 
1941, Congress returned the Thanksgiving holiday to 

the fourth Thursday in November. 
Our Thanksgiving festival today still takes place after 

the harvest. As one sits down to big dinners and joyous 
family reunions, it is important to think of why you 
are gathering on this day and what this holiday season 
truly represents. 

We the employees of Edgar Electric Co-operative 
Association, want to wish you and your family a happy 
Thanksgiving day—may your blessings be many!!! 

Water Heaters    
from Vaughn Manufacturing Corp. 

$125 plus tax 
available to Edgar Electric members 
cash + carry 

80-gallon capacity 
58 inches tall 
25% inches diameter 
insulated by: hydrastone lining 

fiberglass 
foam 
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AMEX Life Assurance Company 
"The Long Term Care Insurance Specialists" 

For information, please call 

1/800-544-6964, Ext. 229 

A subsidiary of the 

American Express Company 

FREE POULTRY CATALOG II 
Interesting ideas for presents. 

Over 100 varieties. Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Ducklings, Goslings, Turkeys, Guineas. 
Pheasants, Partridge. Quail. Hatching 
eggs. Incubators, Books, Equipment, 
Medications. 

Write or phone. 
Murray McMurray Hatchery, 

Cl32, Webster City, Iowa 50595 Phone: (515) 832-3280 

CHOIR ROBES 
EXPERT $0095 
TAILORINGufcU up 

Finest Fabrics including 
Permanent Press and Wash 
and Wear. Superior Quality. 
Free Color Catalog and Fab¬ 
ric Swatches on Request. 
Guaranteed Satisfaction. 

Toll Free 
1-800-826-8612 

EGENCY 
P.O. Box 10557EP 

Jacksonville, Florida 32207 

LIFETIME TANK COATINGS 
Stop all leaks in steel and concrete 
— Prevent rust forever. Roof coat¬ 
ings for tar paper, composition 
shingles, and metal buildings. 
Anyone can apply all coatings. Fix 
it once and forget it. Serving Farm 
& Ranch Since 1950. Let us send 
you complete information. 

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO. 
Box 7160IN Ph. 806-352-2761 

2821 Mays St. 
Amarillo, Texas 79114-7160 

Have trouble getting up? 
The attractive and affordable ARTHRITIC LIFT 

CHAIR helps mobility and daily independence. 

• Sit and stand without straining 

• Choice of styles to buy, rent 

or lease 

• Statewide home demonstration 

and delivery 

• Easy terms 

217-523-5338 
CALL TODAY, ASK FOR FREE CATALOG 

1-800-428-9234 

EASIER! LIFT CHAIRS, INC. 
A Better Mobility Products Co. 

SINCE 1971 

1701 E. Cook • Springfield, Illinois 62703 

DENTURES 129 
IN ONLY ONE DAY UPPER AND/OR LOWER 

•EXAM with Quotes $25 
•X-RAY PANARAM1C (Full Month) $20 
•EXTRACTIONS with DENTURES: 
Simple $9 ea. Other than simple $20 ea. 

•NAME IN DENTURES: $15 ea. 
•FOLLOW UP ADJUSTMENT $20 ea. 
•REPAIRS & OTHER DENTAL SERVICES 
(Fee List Available) 

SfcULE 
Be in between 8 a.m.-lO a.m. and in Most Cases 
Have Your Custom Dentures The Same Day! 
Materials A.D.A. Approved 
Weekday Appointments HIGHLY ADVISED 
Saturday By Appointment CLOSED MONDAYS 
WE ACCEPT MC, VISA, DISCOVER and CASH 
NO PERSONAL CHECKS PLEASE 

ABC DENTAL SERVICE 
lesson Grove Medical Center 

Lee Wright DMD. P.C. 
13131 lesson Ferry, Suite 200 

St. Louis, Missouri 63128 

DOCTORS ARE GENERAL DENTISTS NOT PROSTHODONTISTS 

GENERAL DENTISTRY 

MISSING 

JENNA RAY ROBBINS 

LAST SEEN: 05/14/89 EYES: Brown 
FROM: Killeen, TX HEIGHT: 4'5" 
DOB: 01/24/80 WEIGHT: 50 
WHITE FEMALE HAIR: Dork Brown 

MICHAEL DMAS MAS AO AY 

LAST SEEN: 01/25/89 EYES: Brown 
FROM: San Francisco, CA HEIGHT: 5T' 
DOB: 06/25/72 WEIGHT: 160 
ASIAN (FILIPINO) MALE HAIR: Brown 

If you can identify these or 
any other missing children, 
call The National Center for 

Missing and Exploited 
Children at: 

1-800-843-5678 
(sightings only) 

This message is brought to you as a public 
service by Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, in cooperation with Notional Child 
Safety Council. 

-Safety Tip of the Month- 
Be sure your child knows what to do in 
case you become separated. If separated 
while shopping, your child should not look 
for you, but oo immediately to the nearest 
clerk and QSK for assistance. 
© Notional Child Safely Council 1988 • All fights Resewed • LITHO USA 

If you want to personally help 
end this national tragedy, or 
need additional information, 
please call: 

1-800-222-1464 
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Operating statement — July 1989 

Account Description Last Year 
Year-to-date 
Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $3,277,974.32CR $3,248,729.67CR $438,012.77CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 2,323,245.00 2,122,466.15 240,194.00 
Transmission Expense -0- 4.92CR -0- 
Distribution Expense—O peration 85,659.99 102,917.26 13,594.66 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 248,788.37 203,858.08 43,080.68 
Consumer Accounts Expense 99,071.31 108,593.00 11,166.16 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 34,158.03 53,401.04 1,546.59 
Administrative & General Expense 231,786.52 267,406.69 31,989.79 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 3,022,709.22 2,858,637.30 341,571.88 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 126,694.58 127,202.73 18,416.41 
Tax Expense—Property 26,119.82 27,995.00 4,175.00 
Tax Expense—Other 33,816.10 30,595.01 4,371.82 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 112,771.48 110,473.28 16,044.54 
Other Deductions 4,178.79 4,178.79 596.97 
Cost of Electric Service 3,326,289.99 3,159,082.11 385,176.62 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 48,315.67 89,647.56CR 52,836.15CR 
Nonoperating Margins—Interest 93,208.56CR 96,307.35CR 14,263.53CR 
Nonoperating Margins—Other -0- 1,112.71CR 1,602.45 
Patronage Capital or Margins 44,892.89CR 187,067.62CR 65,497.23CR 

Manager's report to the board — July 1989 
Statistics and Revenue Data July 1988 June 1989 July 1989 

Number Connected Consumers 4,902 4,898 4,894 
Average kwh Used 874.3 712.9 805.9 
Average Bill $ 94.75 $ 80.64 $ 88.81 
No. kwh Purchased 4,658,615 4,024,763 4,346,654 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Cooperative 4,286,062 3,492,009 3,943,845 
Line Loss Percent 8.0% 13.6% 9.3% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $ 0.06465 $ 0.06809 $ 0.05526 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $ 0.07027 $ 0.07883 $ 0.06090 
Member Cost Per kwh $ 0.10946 $ 0.11518 $ 0.11132 
Miles Energized 1,473 1,472 1,472 
Revenue Per Mile ($326.60) ($282.04) ($307.25) 
Total Expense Per Mile $ 306.24 $ 286.21 $ 261.67 

Edgar Electric Co-operative Assn. 
P.O. Box 190, Paris, IL 61944 

Office Hours Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Business Phone No. 217-463-1002 

24 Hr. Outage Phone No. 217-463-4145 or 800-635-4145 
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Weatherization hints 
At Edgar Electric, we want to see you save your 

energy dollars. We all know it is expensive to heat and 
cool your home. By making a few improvements 
around the house, you can reduce these costs. Efficient 
energy utilization and conservation is the key to saving 
money. 

Over half the heat that escapes from the house in 
the winter is through cracks and loose-fitting windows 
and doors. Weatherstripping materials will reduce air 
infiltration around these areas. There are various types 
of materials which you can use for weatherstripping. 
These materials have a wide variety of life, durability, 
and cost. Most of these materials are easy to install. The 
best ways to decide what is most suitable for your home 
is to visit a hardware or a building supply store. You 
can also contact your co operative office. 

Caulking loose fitting windows and doors is another 
way of preventing air loss. Caulking compounds are 
materials used to fill, cover and seal cracks and con¬ 
struction joints. Again, there are several types of 
caulking compounds from which to choose. With 
caulking, one needs to also consider the adhesiveness 
and the type of application that will work best. 

Replace old caulking which is cracking or flaking. 
Clean out old joints first to get good adhesion. Caulking 
can be accomplished with a few low cost tools and a 
little practice to get a good seal. Be sure to follow the 
manufacturers’ instructions. 

As a general rule, apply caulking wherever two dif¬ 
ferent materials or parts of the house meet. Some of 
these are: 

1. Exterior joints where windows and door frames 

meet siding 
2. Corners formed by siding 
3. Where exterior masonry fireplace chimney meets 

siding 

4. Where porch meets siding 

5. Joints between foundation and wall siding 
6. Where the sill plate meets the foundation 
7. All other exterior openings 

Again, efficient energy use and conservation is the 
key to saving energy dollars. By using these weather¬ 
stripping and caulking procedures, you will stop air 
and moisture infiltration into your home. These pro¬ 
cedures will greatly decrease your home’s heating and 
cooling bills. 

' 'Remember — If 
you have a 1/16 
inch crack around a 
standard door, this 
will let in as much 
air as a hole in the 
wall this size!" 

At your service . . . 
Location Hours 

Route 1, North of Paris 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 

Current payments may be also made at the First Federal 
Bank of Paris, Edgar County Bank of Paris, and the 

Martinsville State Bank. A night depository box for 
after-hours is located at the front door of the co¬ 
operative office. 
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Tips for a 
happy 

Halloween 

It’s October. Farmers harvest the crops. Fall begins 
and winter approaches with an unsteady pace. And on 
the last day of the month an eeriness lays across the 
land. It’s October 31! It’s Halloween!! 

Halloween developed from ancient new year’s 
festivals and festivals of the dead. Customs from hun¬ 
dreds of years ago still play an important part of the 
holiday in the United States today. 

If your children are going to a Halloween party 
this year, they may bob for apples. A game that began 
in England. Stories of witches and ghosts still haunt 
young children as they try to out-scare their friends. 
Long ago, people of England and Ireland would carve 
out beets, potatoes, and turnips to use as lanterns on 
Halloween. When the custom reached America, pump¬ 
kins began to be used. Today, we use jack-o’-lanterns 
as decorations. 

Ask any child what their favorite part of Halloween 
is and they will probably say trick-or-treating. Trick-or- 
treating is a fun experience for children but there are 
certain safety precautions one should take for a safe 
night. Children should wear light-colored clothing 
which motorists can easily see. Reflecting tape works 
great on costumes. Costumes are best when made of 
a flame-resistant material. If your children are wear¬ 
ing masks, make sure the mask does not block their 
vision. Make-up is a sure way to prevent this problem. 
Tell your children to only visit homes of people they 
know or better yet, accompany them on their Hallo¬ 
ween journey. It is important to trick-or-treat during 
your communities’ restricted hours for your child’s pro¬ 
tection . These guidelines will make your Halloween 
a safe one. 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

In case of an electrical outage 
or other emergency   

Call Edgar Electric 
Co-operative Association at this number 
463-1002 or 1-800-635-4145 
465-4145 (if outside the Paris area.) 

My Account Number:   
Name of person in whose account the elec¬ 
tric service is established:   

Other emergency numbers: 

Police   Physician 

Sheriff    Hospital 

Fire    Other 

. . Cut out and save for emergency use . . 

Member News 
As noted on your monthly statement, net payments 

are due in the cooperative office by the 10th of each 
month. If you send your payment by mail, your pay¬ 
ment must be postmarked on the 10th of that month 
to qualify for the net billing. 

All members have from the 1st to the 10th to pay 
their statement and take advantage of the net amount. 

If the 10th of the month falls on a weekend or a holi¬ 
day, you are allowed to pay the net amount in the office 
on the next business day. 

Remember, payments made before the 10th of the 
month save you money and avoid additional costs for 
your cooperative. 

Should your power 
go off  
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possible, deter¬ 
mine if your neighbors have electricity. Then call Edgar 
electric at 463-4145. Please have your account number 
and location available so we may restore your service 
quicker. Outside of Paris call toll-free: 1-800-635-4145. 
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Paris Honeybee Festival and PHS Homecoming 
It was a beautiful weekend in Paris on September 29 

and 30th. A good thing, since the 10th Annual 
Honeybee Festival and Paris High School Homecoming 
were in full swing. People from all over came to the 
Paris square for arts and crafts, baked goods, and 
special exhibits. Many other activities occurred that 
weekend as well. 

Kiwanis Noon Club and the Kiwanis Early Risers 
Club sponsored fundraising activities for various 
charities throughout Edgar County. “A Little Bit of 
German in Paris” was presented by the Early Risers 
Club featuring German food, beverages, and music. 
The Noon Club sponsored their annual Pancake Days 
on the north side of the square. Edgar Electric Co¬ 
operative had a few employees participating in these 
events. Lester Smittkamp and Bud Walls serve in the 
Early Risers Club while Tom Brock serves in the Noon 
Club. 

The Edgar County Historical Society sponsored 
“Prairie Settler Days” at the society home. The 
demonstrations featured the 125th anniversary of the 
American Civil War. On display was an interesting 
array of civil war artifacts. Men were dressed in uni¬ 
forms of Confederate and Union troops. Tents and 
campfires were set up to show what life was like during 
the war. Shown were many items from food and pans 
to hymnals carried by the soldiers. On hand was 
Dr. Hal Malehorn, from Eastern Illinois University, who 
played the part of Mr. Alfred Bach. Malehorn presented 
an interesting and unique talk on President Abraham 
Lincoln. Some of the story was fact and some fiction— 
and it was definitely entertaining. 

All types of activities were in progress as part of the 
Paris High School Homecoming celebration. Students 
participated in several week-long events sponsored by 

the student council. On Friday, the football game was 
played against the Mt. Zion Braves. Although the Braves 
soured a chance at a Homecoming victory, the game 
was still entertaining. The half time show was presented 
by the Paris Marching Tiger band. The show featured 
the cheerleading teams and band alumni from the past 
20 years. On Saturday, the annual parade was held and 
what a beautiful day for a parade. Featured in the 
parade were the football team, class floats, and bands 
from area schools. These bands included Mayo, 

Crestwood, Chrisman, Paris, Cumberland, and Kansas 
schools. All types of activities and parade entries made 
it a fun-packed weekend. 

Joan Sullivan, executive director of the Paris 
Chamber of Commerce, expressed how outstanding the 
festival was this year. She was pleased that it keeps 
getting better. “We are recognized as a festival that con¬ 

tinues year after year. Each year it gets better,” said 
Sullivan, “meaning each year more people attend.” She 
added that the custom car show at Twin Lakes Park, 
new to the festival this year, was a huge success. About 
150 antique and unique cars were in the show. Sullivan 
stated “coordinating the festival with the high school 
homecoming makes our festival a total community 
event—everyone gets involved!” 

If you missed the festival this year, you missed an 
exciting weekend. The weather was perfect and activi¬ 
ties were fun for everyone. Plan to attend the 1990 Fall 
Festival. 
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Operating statement — June 1989 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $2,809,968 $2,810,717 $401,176 
Cost of Purchased Power 2,022,043 1,882,272 275,265 
Transmission Expense -0- SCR -0- 
Distribution Expense—Operation 67,053 89,323 17,354 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 218,312 160,777 37,530 
Consumer Accounts Expense 86,580 97,427 11,871 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 29,460 51,584 2,050 
Administrative & General Expense 193,297 235,417 32,664 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 2,616,744 2,517,065 376,733 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 108,254 108,786 18,236 
Tax Expense—Property 22,299 23,820 3,970 
Tax Expense—Other 27,157 26,223 6,092 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 97,169 94,429 15.671 
Interest Expense—Other -0- -0- -0- 
Other Deductions 3,582 3,582 597 
Cost of Electric Service 2,875,204 2,773,905 421,299 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 65,236 36,811 20.123CR 
Nonoperating Margins—Interest 80,128 82,044 13,983 
Nonoperating Margins—Other -0- 2,715 227 
Other Capital Credits & Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 14,892 121,570 5,913CR 

Manager's report to the board — June 1989 
Statistics and Revenue Data June 1988 May 1989 June 1989 

Number Connected Consumers 4,917 4,909 4,898 
Average kwh Used 728.8 787.6 712.9 
Average Bill $ 81.21 $ 86.21 $ 80.64 
No. kwh Purchased 3,957,815 4,231,123 4,042,763 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Cooperative 3,583,506 3,866,337 3,492,009 
Line Loss Percent 9.5% 8.6% 13.6% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $ 0.06609 $ 0.04592 $ 0.06809 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $ 0.07299 $ 0.05026 $ 0.07883 
Member Cost Per kwh $ 0.11419 $ 0.11078 $ 0.11518 
Miles Energized 1,473 1,472 1,472 
Revenue Per Mile ($286.19) ($299.91) ($282.04) 
Total Expense Per Mile $ 277.63 $ 234.14 $ 286.21 

Edgar Electric Co-operative Assn. 
P.O. Box 190, Paris. IL 61944 

Office Hours Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m E d
 

o
 

o
 

up 

Business Phone No. 217-463-1002 
24 Hr. Outage Phone No. 217-463-4145 or 800-635-4145 
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Be careful during harvest timel SAFETY 
A 

It’s almost harvest time again!! As things get busy 
around the farm, extra precautions need to be used to 
keep the harvest season as well as your children safe. 
Remind children that farm machinery is not a play¬ 
ground. And try not to let them be extra riders on 
equipment, especially tractors without cabs. When 
starting machinery—and more importantly when 
reversing it—know where the children are. Shield 
dangerous machinery components or electrical boxes 
and wiring and place out of reach of small children. 
Better yet, fit them with locking devices. Also store 
chemicals and pesticides in a locked area. But most 
importantly, before children do begin to operate farm 
machinery, have them complete some type of farm 
safety training. Don’t let accidents dampen your harvest 
season—BE ALERT!! 

Nature's way 
In today’s highly technological environment, life is 

changing rapidly around us. Changes are being made 
today which were barely conceivable only 10 years ago. 
The earth’s crust will begin to vibrate with activity. 
Drills and trenchers will dig hundreds of feet of pipe 
into the earth, sinking a closed loop exchange system. 

Where is this leading, you may ask? Well... it’s 
leading up to a very sensible way to heat and cool your 
home. Nature’s way!!! 

Geothermal heating and cooling uses a closed loop, 
shallow earth-coupled heat pump system. This system 
is best for our area. The earth loop is filled once with 
water and an antifreeze solution. The pipe with the 
liquid inside is the closed loop heat recovery system. 

For heating, the water solution in the loop is cir¬ 
culated through the earth and recovers heat as it travels 
out and re-enters the heat pump. For cooling, heat from 
the home is transferred to the water solution and 
deposited into the earth. 

The burning of fossil fuels, for example oil, at 1200 
degrees F. in order to warm us to 72 degrees F. will 
become a thing of the past. America can turn to the 
basic energy assets that Mother Nature placed before 

us and intended us to utilize. 
So how do initial costs of geothermal systems com¬ 

pare? Inside the home, the ductwork, blower and other 
components cost about the same as a conventional heat 
source system. A recent study showed that heat pump 
systems have a service life of more than 19 years with 
little or no repair work. Of course all geothermal 
systems include an added cost for installation of the 
earth loops, but the price is easily recovered in a few 
years. 

The benefits of geothermal systems are: 
1. A 30 percent annual savings from conventional 

systems. 

2. High efficiency—Heat is extracted from the earth 
and electricity is used to move the heat where it is 

needed. 
3. Long compressor life—The compressor is not out¬ 

doors so it is not subject to temperature extremes and 
severe weather conditions. 

4. Low maintenance—Only need a periodic cleaning 
and changing of the filter. 

5. Cleanliness—No by-products from the combustion 
process are introduced into your home. No open flame. 
No hazardous fumes. 

Today, 21 percent of our energy use goes into 
heating and cooling. Our energy is coming from a 
dwindling source of fossil fuels. As time goes by and 
those resources continue to decrease, that percentage 
of energy will come more and more from geothermal 
sources.... Nature’s way of heating and cooling. 

For more information regarding geothermal heating, 
cooling, and water heating systems, contact your 
cooperative office. 

From beneath the ground 

geoTHERMAL 

SYSTEMS 
Let your co-operative explain this time 
tested/proven system to you. 

$1,000.00 rebate available 
contact co-operative office 
today. 
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The Edgar County 4-H Fair in pictures 

Photos from top down: Although the weather was 
unseasonably cool, snow cones were a big seller, and 
this little lady puts her all into making one. Much of 
the fun of the fair is visiting with friends and eating 
the foods there, as these visitors are doing. The small- 
engine repair and maintenance exhibit was an impor¬ 
tant stop for these boys. 
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While there are any number of livestock events, the 
home economics displays still draw their fair share of 
lookers, too. These woodworking entries showed a 
lot of the work that many people put into their proj¬ 
ects for the fair. Waiting for its turn in the ring, this 
goat calmly accepts its lot like a veteran of such 
activities. 



4-H Fair has fine weather, good crowd 
The weather cooperated beautifully for the Edgar 

County 4-H Fair, which was held July 14-19, with 
unseasonably cool temperatures, nice breezes and a sur¬ 
prising lack of rainfall and thunderstorms. As if to 
underscore its cooperation, the weather turned rainy 
just about the time the last of the exhibitors had picked 
up their displays and headed home. 

Martha Moellring, Extension Advisor, 4-H and youth, 
noted that the fair was a success, although some 
exhibits didn’t draw as many entries this year as they 
had in the past. “The number of home economics 
projects was down,” she says, “but the quality was con¬ 
sistently high.” 

Livestock entries were up, and so were receipts from 

the auctions. Last year’s totals, for all livestock, came 
to $66,260, while this year’s sales brought in better than 
10 percent more—$73,373. 

The six-day event afso provided an opportunity to 
celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Cooperative 
Extension Service, and a symbolic cake was cut and 
shared just after the food auction on Monday, July 17. 

Martha notes that the fair went smoothly this year, 
and that credit for a large part of the trouble-free 
nature is due to all the volunteers who put in a lot of 
time and effort to make the 4-H Fair a success. “We 
really appreciate all their efforts,” she says, “and we 
just couldn’t get the job done without them.” 

Photos from the fair are shown on these two pages. 
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Satellite Television available through EEC Services, Inc. 

Basic Service: $9.95 mo. 
CNN 
Headline News 
ESPN 
USA 
Nickolodeon 
CBN 
WGN 
WPIX 
KTVT 
Lifetime 
Weather Channel 
Nashville Network 

Also part of Basic when scrambled at later date: 
Nostalgia Channel 
Learning Channel 
Country Music TV 
Travel Channel 

Tiered Channels: (P:ABC; Q:NBC; R:CBS) 
Prime Time 24 $4.00 mo. 

Skyline Silver: $3.00 mo. 
WWOR (Mets) 
WSBK (Boston Red Sox) 
KTLA (Los Angeles Angels) 

WTBS (only without basic package) $19.95 yr. 

Stardust Theatre $5.50 mo. 
Starion Premier Theatre $9.95 mo. 

HBO (G) 
Cinemax (H) 
Disney (1) 
Any one of the above three $7.95 mo. 
Any two of the above three $14.95 mo. 
All three $20.95 mo. 

Initial set up charge 
(one time fee): $10.00 

To change service subscribed to: $5.00 
Address changes: $1.00 
Videocipher II 

(if subscribing to one 
package): $370.00 

Videocipher II 
(w/o subscribing): $420.00 

Reprogramming charge $ 5.50 

Call 463-1002 for more information. 

Ground water 
heat pump: 

the future is here today 

r?: 

ur: 

Springtime in the east-central Illinois area is a 
beautiful time. It is a good time to think about the past 
winter and to decide what to do about that heating 
system that either cost you too much or did not do a 
good job of heating. 
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The heating system of the future is here today with 
the ground water heat pump. This heating system of¬ 
fers the best of two worlds. It matches the low cost of 
any fuel and at the same time offers the safety and 
cleanliness of electric heating. 

The system uses the heat stored in the ground to heat 
the house. It moves this heat, compresses it and 
distributes it to the house. It is less expensive to move 
this heat than it is to produce it. Ground temperature 
in this area stays around 50 degrees year-round. This 
provides more than enough heat to heat the home with 
this system. This system also takes the heat from the 
house during air conditioning and dumps it into the 
ground. It is much easier to dump the heat in 50 degree 
ground than in the 95 degree air. This reduces the 
operating cost of air conditioning. 

Domestic hot water is also produced with the system. 

The hot water is a by-product of the air conditioning 
in the summertime and it is produced at the same effi¬ 
ciency as the heat in the wintertime. Better than 40 per¬ 
cent of the hot water needs of the family can be pro¬ 
vided this way. 

To encourage our members to install ground water 
heat pumps, we provide a $1,000 rebate direct to the 
member after the heat pump is installed and operating. 
We will also provide an 80-gallon water heater to the 
member. 



Operating statement — May 1989 

Account Description Last Year 
Year-to-date 
Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $2,401,976CR $2,409,541 CR $427,257CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 1,760,466 1,607,007 194,303 
Transmission Expense 764CR 5CR -0- 
Distribution Expense —Operation 50,989 71,969 13,805 
Distribution Expense —Maintenance 189,939 123,247 26,662 
Consumer Accounts Expense 75,478 85,556 11,768 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 23,237 49,805 1,737 
Administrative & General Expense 150,247 202,753 53,669 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 2,249,592 2,140,332 301,944 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 89,956 90,550 18,230 
Tax Expense —Property 18,477 19,850 3,970 
Tax Expense —Other 23,310 20,131 3,689 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 81,936 78,758 16,219 
Interest Expense—Other -0- -0- -0- 
Other Deductions 2,985 2,985 597 
Cost of Electric Service 2,466,256 2,352,606 344,648 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 64,280 56,935CR 82,610CR 
Nonoperating Margins —Interest 66,558CR 68,061CR 14,207CR 
Nonoperating Margins —Other -0- 2,488CR SCR 
Other Capital Credits & Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 2,278CR 127,483CR 96,825CR 

Manager's report to the board — May 1989 
Statistics and Revenue Data May 1988 April 1989 May 1989 

Number Connected Consumers 4,902 4,883 4,909 
Average kwh Used 751.5 973.8 787.6 
Average Bill $ 81.46 $ 101.97 $ 86.21 
No. kwh Purchased 4,127,039 5,166,370 4,231,123 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Cooperative 3,683,784 4,755,228 3,866,337 
Line Loss Percent 10.7% 8.0% 8.6% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $ 0.06758 $ 0.06655 $ 0.04592 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $ 0.07571 $ 0.07231 $ 0.05026 
Member Cost Per kwh $ 0.10991 $ 0.10620 $ 0.11078 
Miles Energized 1,474 1,473 1,472 
Revenue Per Mile ($282.73) ($349.69) ($299.91) 
Total Expense Per Mile $ 268.23 $ 364.67 $ 234.14 

Edgar Electric Co-operative Assn. 
P.O. Box 190, Paris, IL 61944 

Office Hours Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Business Phone No. 217-463-1002 
24 Hr. Outage Phone No. 217-463-4145 or 800-635-4145 
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Look up . . . 
and live! 

A weekend project such as putting up an 
antenna may give you a feeling of accom¬ 
plishment, but tangle with power lines and 
the result could be death. When working 
with tall objects like TV antennas, metal 
ladders and swimming pool cleaners, 
remember—be aware of the wires above 
you. Look up ... and live to see another 
weekend. 

From beneath the ground 

geoTHERMAL 

SYSTEMS 
Let your co-operative explain this time 
tested/proven system to you. 

$1,000.00 rebate available 
contact co-operative office 
today. 

Time of Day 
Rate 

TIME WATCH . . . Edgar Electrics' TIME OF DAY 
RATE PROGRAM. If you can control your electrical 
use during the periods mentioned in the above circle, 
THE TIMEWATCH PROGRAM can SAVE you a 
substantial amount on your energy costs. TIME- 
WATCH is an energy management program designed 
for those loads you are able to control. TIMEWATCH 
is an ideal program for grain drying only installations. 
For more information about the TIMEWATCH program 
contact the co-operative office. 

Office Closing 
Your Cooperative office will be closed Monday, 
September 4, in observation of Labor Day. 
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subjected to some type of physical disturbance. A 
lineman climbing the pole, wind or ice load on the 
pole, or a sideswipe from farm equipment could be 
enough disturbance to cause the pole to fail. When a 
pole fails, it goes down and takes everything with it. 
We don’t want this to happen. 

A failed pole will create power outages. You don’t 
want this to happen. The ice storm of March 1987 is 

This pole has been inspected and has had a bandage 
of preservatives applied. 

rogram 
still probably fresh in your mind. You are familiar with 
what ice and wind can do to poles. It will take them 
down. Strength of poles is one very great advantage in 
surviving an ice or wind storm. We did not completely 
survive that last ice storm, but we did have a minimum 
of broken poles to replace. We give great credit to our 
inspection program for not losing any more poles than 
we did. The same thing is also true for wind storms and 
tornadoes. 

The pole inspection procedure is fairly simple. First 
the pole is visually inspected for defects. This inspec¬ 
tion includes the equipment installed on the pole; 
transformers, guys, etc. The pole information and any 
notes about the condition of the pole is recorded. An 
excavation is then made around the base of the pole 
from the ground-line down about 18 inches. 

The pole is then visually inspected below the ground¬ 
line for rot. After the visual inspection, the pole is 
bored below the ground-line to detect internal rot. If 
no internal rot is found, the bored hole is plugged, the 

pole cleaned and a bandage applied at the ground-line. 
The bandage applied contains an environmentally 

safe compound of preservatives to extend the useful 

life of the pole. These preservative protect against rot, 
mildew, and insects. Most poles rot at the ground-line 
downward to about two feet below the ground. By 
applying this bandage, the preservatives that have 
leached out of the pole over the years is replaced. 

If the pole fails to pass any portion of the inspec¬ 
tion, the pole is marked as not meeting requirements. 
The inspection results are documented and the pole 
is scheduled for replacement in our pole replacement 
schedule. Any hazardous situations discovered during 
the inspection are taken care of immediately. 

An efficient pole inspection and treatment program 
will double the useful life of a wooden pole. Our 
experience at Edgar Electric, as well as many utility 
companies nation wide have proven this to be a very 
cost effective maintenance procedure. The effec¬ 
tiveness is important in many ways, but it does greatly 
improve system reliability and prevents unscheduled 
outages due to broken poles. 

A second crew from Hawkeye Inspection Company 
will be working north of Darwin, Illinois, during August 
of this year. 

The finished, treated pole. 
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This excavated pole is ready for inspection. 

Pole testing and treatin 
If you live in the Kansas or Allright area, you may 

have noticed crews digging around our poles during 
June and July. You may have also been curious as to 
what they are doing. These crews are from O&M 
Maintenance services. 

They are contracted by Edgar Electric to inspect and 
treat a certain number of poles on our system each 
year. 

Edgar Electric started a pole inspection and treat¬ 
ment program in 1962. At that time 1,000 poles were 
inspected and retreated each year. In 1987 we had com¬ 
pletely inspected the entire system. With the system 
getting older and older, we increased our inspection 
scheduled to cover 3,000 poles each year. With about 
25,000 poles on the system, we are now inspecting the 
entire field inventory of installed poles every eight 
years. 

There are many reasons for a pole inspection pro¬ 
gram. Two of the main reasons are safety and system 
reliability. A rotten pole may stand for many years 
beyond its useful condition. Without being inspected, 
we have no way of knowing when a pole needs to be 
replaced. A rotten pole usually will not fail until it is A failed pole. 
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Doug DeLong, plant manager, surrounded 
by seed. Jerry Stoops tags a bag. 

Bob Kramer, soybean field 
manager. 

Donnie Lorance stacks a full pallet. 

The shop crew keeps the machinery in shape. Wayne Johnson 
is in the driver's seat, and from left to right in the foreground 
are Roger Kirby, Robert Simpson and Troy Sanders. 
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Connie Porter, receptionist, is likely to be 
the first person you see when you enter 
the office. rma Shewmake uses a seed counter. 



Tim Bird, seated, and Jim Anderson with a desk full 
of paperwork. Phyllis Parrish does much of the computer work. 

Northrup King 

Scenes from work 
around the plant 

L'Deanna Walden and Patsy Meyer load bags on a 
pallet. 
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This warehouse has over an acre of enclosed space. 



The Northrup King facility just southwest of Paris is an impressive place. 

Northrup King plant gearing up 
Things are hopping at the Northrup King plant just 

southwest of Paris, and that’s good news for area pro¬ 
duction workers, farmers and truckers. About now, the 
early hybrid corn varieties are just being harvested and 
hauled into the plant, where they’re being readied for 
use—in planting next year’s crop, next spring. 

This harvest is the culmination of a lot of ground¬ 
work, according to Doug DeLong, manager. Soil 
preparation began months ago, he says, by contract 
growers, under the close supervision of Northrup King 
field representatives. The cornfields were started first. 
“We plant about 4,000 acres of hybrid seed corn and 
8,000 acres of soybeans in three or four counties 
around here,” he adds. The female plant is planted first, 
then the male, and a good part of June is spent 
“deroguing” the fields, or getting rid of “rogue” plants. 
With hybrids being the way they are, all plants should 
look very much alike, and those that don’t are cut out. 

Then, along about July, detassling takes up most of 
the company’s time. “That makes for busy, long days,” 
DeLong says, “and we work seven days a week. If we 
get some rain, things really get hectic. We have detas¬ 
sling machines, and they get about three-quarters of 
the job done, and area kids do the rest.” 

July is also a time for rebagging, too. Last year’s seed 
that was not sold is brought back, tested and put into 
new bags before being put back on the market. 

As the seed crop really starts coming in, the plant 
gets busy with three shifts, and when the corn’s done, 
the beans will be ready for conditioning and bagging. 

“The plant has been here since 1969,” Doug says, 
“and up until six years ago, it was a corn operation, 
and then we got involved in soybeans, too. There used 
to be some pretty slack times, but we manage to keep 
busy pretty much the year ‘round any more.” 

All told, the plant will move some 700,000 units 
through its doors, each unit being a bag of seed. Not 
all the units shipped are produced at the local plant. 
California, Oregon and Washington are good markets 
for a lot of the alfalfa seed that goes through the plant, 
but most if the products are corn and beans, destined 
for planting in a swath from about Eastern Colorado 
to the Atlantic Coast. Some 2,000 dealers sell the 
product, and as much of the dealer support as possible 
is handled out of the Paris office. 

“We use some of our own trucks,” Doug says, “but 
by far most of the products is shipped out by contract 
freighters. We use an awful lot of trucks.” 

The company has about 20 full time employees 
working the year around, and there are from 10 to 60 
who work part-time or seasonally. The accompanying 

photos show a view of the plant and several of the 
employees at work. 

(Continued on page 12b) 
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Manager's report to the board — April 1989 
Statistics and Revenue Data April 1988 March 1989 April 1989 

Number Connected Consumers 4,874 4,883 4,890 
Average kwh Used 842.9 973.8 859.3 
Average Bill $ 89.34 $ 101.97 $ 92.45 
No. kwh Purchased 4,693,486 5,166,370 4,943,286 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Cooperative 4,108,393 4,755,228 4,201,946 
Line Loss Percent 12.5% 8.0% 15.0% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $ 0.06791 $ 0.06655 $ 0.06671 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $ 0.07759 $ 0.07231 $ 0.07847 
Member Cost Per kwh $ 0.10740 $ 0.10620 $ 0.10895 
Miles Energized 1,474 1,473 1,472 
Revenue Per Mile ($307.49) ($349.69) ($319.98) 
Total Expense Per Mile $ 313.16 $ 364.67 $ 315.05 

Operating statement — April 1989 

Account Description 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital 
Cost of Purchased Power 
Transmission Expense 
Distribution Expense—Operation 
Distribution Expense—Maintenance 
Consumer Accounts Expense 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 
Administrative & General Expense 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 
Tax Expense —Property 
Tax Expense—Other 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 
Interest Expense—Other 
Other Deductions 
Cost of Electric Service 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 
Nonoperating Margins—Interest 
Nonoperating Margins—Other 
Other Capital Credits & Patronage Dividends 
Patronage Capital or Margins 

Last Year 
Year-to-date 
Current Year Current Month 

$1,998,689CR $1,982,284CR $456,435CR 
1,481,580 1,412,704 329,745 

99CR SCR -0- 
38,240 58,164 15,402 

169,588 96,585 34,152 
64,151 73,789 11,113 
19,176 48,068 1,540 

123,008 149,084 29,727 
1,895,644 1,838,389 421,679 

71,796 72,321 18,191 
14,656 15,880 3,970 
19,995 16,443 3,672 
66,337 62,539 15,643 

-0- -0- -0- 
2,388 2,388 597 

2,070,816 2,007,959 463,753 
72,127 25,675 7,318 
53,108CR 53,853CR 14,578CR 

-0- 2.480CR 2,376CR 
-0- -0- -0- 

19,019 30,658CR 9,637CR 

Edgar Electric Co-operative Assn. Reminder 

P.O. Box 190, Paris, IL 61944 Your cooperative is in the pro- 

Office Hours Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. cess of testing and treating poles 

Business Phone No. 217-463-1002 in the Kansas, Illinois, vicinity. 

24 Hr. Outage Phone No. 217-463-4145 The work will continue through 

or 800-635-4145 August. 
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CORNER 
My lights are out 

What do I do when my lights are out? 
At one time or another we all face this situa¬ 

tion. It sure makes a person feel helpless. You 
worry about the refrigerator and freezer. Don’t 
continually open the freezer to see if the contents 
are thawing. 

Find out what the problem is. Check your fuses 
and breakers Remember to check the breakers 
under you meter if you have them. It’s a good idea 
to have spare fuses handy so you can replace them 
to check for bad ones. To reset breakers, push 
them to the off position. Make sure you push 
them as far as they will go. Then turn them back 
on. 

If a blown fuse or breaker is your problem, the 
above action will restore your service. Replacing 
or resetting that blown fuse or tripped breaker 
is only half the job. This was caused by an elec¬ 
trical problem. The breaker or fuse is telling you 
something is wrong. Further investigation is 
needed to find the problem and make repairs. 
You have checked everything at your place and 
still do not have lights. Check with you neighbors 
to see if they have lights. Look about the coun¬ 
tryside to see if any security lights are on. 

Now it’s time to report the outage to us. Our 

phone numbers are in this issue on another page. 
You will need to know your account number and 
location also. You will find these on a copy of 
your energy statement. It is a good practice to 
keep this information near the phone. Finding 
it in the dark or with a flashlight could be 
difficult. 

Don’t get frustrated if you get a busy signal. The 
outage may be widespread with as many as 1,000 
members out of service. A pretty large amount 
of these folks will be trying to report the outage 
also. 

Quite a few of our members are reluctant to 
report an outage. Just remember that your phone 
call might be the one that will tell us exactly where 
the outage is. The quicker we find the problem, 
the faster we are able to restore your service. If 
we don’t have to hunt the problem down, that will 
save time. 

We realize the inconvenience that a service 
outage may cause. Much research and sophisti¬ 
cated equipment is in use to help solve the outage 
problem. However, we all know mother nature 
goes on a rampage from time to time. When this 
happens all the King’s horses and all the King’s 
men may be needed to put the system back 
together again. 

Ceiling fans stir 
up energy savings 

A touch of nostalgia may do more than create the 
mood of a long-past, unhurried era. The slowly re¬ 
volving blades of an electric ceiling fan are practical, 
as well as attractive. 

A fan may not drastically lower your electric bill, but 
it will raise the comfort level of a room. In the winter, 
the turning blades force the rising warm air back down 
into the living area of a room. In the summertime, the 
constant motion helps circulate conditioned air or 
offers slight breezes, which gives you the opportunity 

to set your thermostat at a higher setting, which could, 
in turn, lower your expenses. 

You may discover extra advantages of a ceiling fan 
as well. If a fan is located above an open porch, 
screened porch or sunroom, the air movement may 
discourage insects. 

Help manage our load 
Many of you know that Edgar Electric is a distribu¬ 

tion cooperative that purchases its power from a 
generation and transmission cooperative (G&T). The 
G&T charges us for electricity based on our entire 
system peak demands during the months of July, 

August, December, January, and February. So, on the 
hottest days this summer when a large number of 
members turn on their air conditioners, you can help 
your Cooperative and yourself by turning your ther¬ 

mostat to a warmer setting, thus reducing our peak. 
Shifting electric energy use to off-peak periods helps 

to make the most efficient use of existing generating 
capacity, delays the need for more power plants, and 
limits the need for future rate increases by helping to 
control our wholesale power cost. Remember, even if 
your are not on our load management program, you 
can still be part of the team by trying to watch your 
consumption between 2 p.m. and 10 p.m. during the 
months of July and August. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/July 1989 12c 



servation. Fuel is available there. 
“We have a spanking new picnic shelter,” she says. 

“It was donated by the Marshall Lions Club, and it’s 
worth about $15,000. That’s going to be a big help, 
because any time we come up with something like that, 
we can get matching funds from the Soil Conservation 
Service. One of our major goals, which we hope to 
achieve soon, is to build more parking spaces near our 
launching ramp. Our grassy overflow parking area was 
a disaster during the heavy spring rains, and we hope 
to put in a lot more paving.” 

Barb notes that the park now has a rental cabin, with 
two separate units, and that there are boats for rent, 
too. But boats aren’t a great deal of fun, unless you can 
do something with them. For those fortunates who are 
able to catch something more than sunburn while out 
on the water, the lake has been stocked for almost 10 

years now. There are tiger muskie, walleye, channel cat, 
redear, bluegill and black and white crappie. 

Water skiing is popular on the lake, and there are 
several picnic areas located along the shoreline. There 
are horse and RV trails for people who enjoy those 
pastimes. Waterfowl hunting is permitted from an¬ 
chored portable boat blinds. 

A concession stand provides goodies for those who 
don’t bring their own, and a nearby store will provide 
the basics. 

“There’s pretty much something for everybody here,” 
Barb says, “and we’re working all the time to make it 
better. I think people in the area are getting to where 
they appreciate their lake more and more, and I think 
they’ll come to appreciate it even more in the future. 
At least that’s what we’re all working for here.” 

Some of the facilities at the lake. Launching a boat on the wide, smooth ramp. 

There are 139 clean, modern campsites. 
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Mill Creek—getting better 
Clark County has a lot of a good things, and there’s 

still more on the way. The Mill Creek Lake area is 
undergoing several different improvements, to make 
it more attractive to more people. 

While the lake and many of its attractions are well- 
known to Edgar members, some may not be aware that 
the recreational facilities around the lake are chang¬ 
ing and growing all the time, notes Barbara Applegate, 
park administrator. 

“We’ve had campsites for a long time,” she says, “but 
there are now 139 of them, and each has a picnic table, 
a grill and electricity. And there are restrooms and a 
playground. We’ve recently installed a shower house, 
too.” 

On the lake itself, there are 12 new courtesy docks, 
built with a grant from the Illinois Department of Con- 

Above: This new 
picnic shelter was 
donated by the 
Marshall Lions Club. 
Valued at $ 15,000, it 
will enable the park 
to obtain matching 
funds. Left: Barbara 
Applegate 
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Operating statement — March 1989 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $1,559,289 $1,525,849 $502,535 
Cost of Purchased Power 1,162,828 1,082,959 343,844 

Transmission Expense 99CR 5CR 294CR 

Distribution Expense—Operation 26,023 42,761 17,314 

Distribution Expense—Maintenance 129,946 62,433 24,672 

Consumer Accounts Expense 52,316 62,675 24,430 

Customer Service and Informational Expense 14,172 46,528 36,718 

Administrative & General Expense 90,178 119,357 48,498 

Operation & Maintenance Expense 1,475,362 1,416,709 495,183 

Depreciation & Amortization Expense 53,758 54,130 18,109 

Tax Expense—Property 10,835 11,910 3,970 

Tax Expense—Other 16,314 12,771 3,175 

Interest on Long-Term Debt 51,150 46,895 16,125 

Interest Expense —Other -0- -0- -0- 

Other Deductions 1,791 1,791 597 

Cost of Electric Service 1,609,210 1,544,206 537,160 

Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 49,922 18,357 34,625 

Nonoperating Margins —Interest 39,264CR 39,275CR 12,566CR 
Nonoperating Margins—Other -0- 104CR 61 

Other Capital Credits & Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 

Patronage Capital or Margins 10,657 21,022CR 22,120 

Manager's report to the board — March 1989 
Statistics and Revenue Data March 1988 February 1989 March 1989 

Number Connected Consumers 4,871 4,879 4,883 
Average kwh Used 975.6 989.3 973.8 
Average Bill $ 99.88 $ 103.35 $ 101.97 

No. kwh Purchased 5,454,502 5,269,595 5,166,370 

No. kwh Sold and Used by Cooperative 4,752,163 4,826,854 4,755,228 

Line Loss Percent 12.9% 8.4% 8.0% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $ 0.06669 $ 0.06715 $ 0.06655 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $ 0.07655 $ 0.07331 $ 0.07231 
Member Cost Per kwh $ 0.10386 $ 0.10569 $ 0.10620 

Miles Energized 1,474 1,473 1,473 
Revenue Per Mile ($341.88) ($353.94) ($349.69) 
Total Expense Per Mile $ 381.95 $ 328.74 $ 364.67 

Edgar Electric Co-operative Assn. 
RO. Box 190, Paris, IL 61944 

Office Hours Mon. -Fri. 8:00 a.m .-5:00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesday, July 4, Independence Day 

Business Phone No. 217-463-1002 
24 Hr. Outage Phone No. 217-463-4145 or 800-635-4145 
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Your capital credit account 
deserves special attention 

During this past May, all past and present Coopera¬ 
tive members received a capital credit notice. There 
have been many questions about these notices over the 
years. 

Many of our members think that these notices are 
billing statements. Quite the opposite is true. 

Edgar Electric is a cooperative. A cooperative is 
owned by the members who have paid a membership 
fee to receive the service provided by the cooperative. 
In our case that service is rural electric service. 

In any business, monies collected over and above the 
cost of operation is returned to the owners. This is 
exactly what happens in Edgar Electric’s case. These 
monies, or margins, are distributed to our members 
in the form of capital credits. 

The total margins for 1988 were $246,239, which 
represents 4.22 percent of the amount collected for 
electric service. Your capital credit amount is calculated 
by multiplying this percentage by the amount of money 
you spent with us during 1988. Only your actual energy 
costs are used in the calculation. Taxes, late penalties, 
and collection charges are not included. 

These capital credits are held by Edgar Electric and 
used to expand and improve the system, this reduces 
the need to borrow quite as much money, which lowers 
the interest to be paid on loans, all electric utilities use 
large amounts of capital, (money). This makes interest 
on loans a very major expense. A reduction in expenses 
helps control rates, and this is a benefit to all receiving 
our service. 

As energy costs rise and members continue to use 
more and more electricity, your capital credit account 
will continue to grow. Your capital credit account can 
accumulate to quite a large amount over a long period. 

The capital credit balance will continue to grow as 
long as the member is living, continues to receive ser¬ 
vice from the cooperative and as long as capital credits 
are distributed. If the member discontinues receiving 
service, the account will remain on file without any 
gain. If the member returns to receiving service, the 
account is reactivated and growth will resume. 

Even though these capital credits are currently being 
refunded only to estates, each member should take an 
interest in keeping their capital credit account up to 
date. We all keep our bank accounts, stock certificates 
and insurance policies current. Your capital credit 
account represents your share of ownership in your 
cooperative, so why not keep it current also? 

Most accounts are joint memberships issued to hus¬ 
band and wife. Again, these capital credits cannot be 
refunded until the membership is considered an estate. 
This means both parties need to be deceased to qualify 
for capital credit refund. The same consideration 
should be given in case of a divorce. 

An account left in a member’s name after one year 
past the date of the member’s death will forfeit any 

SAFETY 
Blown fuse or tripped breaker 

You have a blown fuse or tripped breaker. 
Don’t just reset the breaker or replace the fuse 
and forget it. Investigate the circuit to find the 
problem. 

That blown fuse or tripped breaker is your elec¬ 
trical protective system talking to you. It is saying 
“I have a problem that needs investigation. I shut 
down to call your attention to it.” 

The problem might be as simple as a bad 
breaker, although fuses and breakers rarely go 
bad. 

The problem might be as serious as a short cir¬ 
cuit that could cause a fire or electrocution. 

Fuses and breakers do not interrupt the circuit 
for no reason. When your electrical system talks, 
you should listen, investigate and repair. 

additional capital credits. Please keep your latest care 
with other important papers so all accounts can be 

transferred as soon as possible after the death of a 
member. 

If there are any questions or changes concerning 
your membership or capital credit account, please con¬ 
tact the cooperative office. 

Remember, the capital credit account is your por¬ 
tion of ownership in Edgar Electric Cooperative 
Association. Keep it current and the latest notice filed 
with other important papers. 
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Carl Bender 

A member's 
tribute to REA 

Carl Bender is a man who enjoys making sentences 
work like jingles. While that can be fun, it may create 
problems, too. “I’ve always liked to rhyme, ever since 
I was a kid. Everybody thought I was an idiot—wife still 
does,” Carl notes with a chuckle, “and I guess I proved 
‘em right!” 

Carl is the man who wrote—and read—the poem in 
tribute to Edgar Electric, at the last annual meeting. 
He and his wife, Louise, live near Dunlap. 

Carl wrote the poem for many reasons, partly in 
appreciation of the fact that the co-op had electrified 
the countryside, making it possible for him and his 
family to enjoy the benefits of rural living while still 
having the comforts and conveniences of electricity. 
And part of the reason was that he appreciated how 
fast the service was restored after a severe ice storm 
not long ago. 

While he enjoyed writing the poem and felt that he 
should, reading it in front of an enormous audience 
wasn’t a part of his plan at all. “I talked to Joe Welsh, 
the director, who lives over by Marshall,” Carl says, 
“and told him I had a poem in the works about my 
co-op, and he suggested that I read it at the annual 
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meeting. I told him that I’d be delighted to have it 
presented, but that I’d feel better about it if somebody 
else would get up and read it. 

“I’ve known Joe ever since we moved here years ago,” 
Carl says, “and I suggested that he read it. I told him 
‘Better yet, get some pretty young girl to read it,’ but 
he wanted me to.” 

Adjusting his glasses and settling him compact frame 
into an easy chair, Carl adds with an impish grin, “I 
always like to have others read ‘em, in case the audience 
starts throwing rocks or rotten tomatoes.” 

While talking of being booed off a stage, Carl will 
hand over an album containing his works, a little 
apologetic about the quality. But there are friends and 
neighbors who know about the quality of his works. 
Some friends asked him to “put something together” 
for their class’s 50th reunion, and liked it so much that 
they asked for one about their 50th wedding anniver¬ 
sary, too. Others have asked for short poems for dif¬ 
ferent occasions. 

“I knew a lady one time,” Carl says, “and she wrote 
things all the time. She did so well, she worked her way 
through college at it. She could dash something off in 
a minute, and I always admired her for that ability.” 

He says he does a lot more sweating and struggling 
than “dashing things off,” and that getting something 
meaningful down on paper takes some doing. 

“I worked and worked on my REA poem,” he says, 
“and Joe kept after me, too. I got it put together just 
in time.” 

Carl’s background seems to be an unlikely place to 
look for a budding poet—he spent 40 years working 
at a car dealership—but his long-time pleasure in 
rhyming has been boosted by an interest that just can’t 
be explained. “I collect all the stuff I see that I like,” 
he says, “and I don’t know if you’d call this a hobby 
or not, but I guess it’s as close to one as I’ve got.” 

Carl notes that it’s only fair that he mention that he 
writes the poems, but that a friend, Fred Herrington, 
keeps things looking professional. “He’s better at 
spelling than I am,” Carl chuckles, “and he cleans up 
some pretty rough poetry. And he has a real nice script 
typewriter. Between the spelling and the fancy type, 
Fred makes me look pretty good.” 

Carl and Louise 
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Operating statement — February 1989 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $1,067,534CR $ 1,023,314CR $508,297CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 799,059 739,115 353,834 
Transmission Expense 99CR 289 224 
Distribution Expense—Operation 16.254 25,447 11,872 

Distribution Expense —Maintenance 35,580 37,761 15,262 
Consumer Accounts Expense 39,892 38,245 22,384 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 9,651 9,810 4,385 
Administrative & General Expense 55,963 70,859 33,970 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 956,300 921,526 441,931 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 35,719 36,020 18,019 

Tax Expense —Property 7,014 7,940 3,970 
Tax Expense —Other 10,416 9,595 5,009 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 35,577 30,771 14,706 

Interest Expense —Other -0- -0- -0- 
Other Deductions 1,194 1,194 597 

Cost of Electric Service 1,046,220 1,007,046 484,232 

Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 21,314CR 16,268CR 24,065CR 
Nonoperating Margins —Interest 27.094CR 26,709CR 13,057CR 
Nonoperating Margins—Other -0- 164CR 75CR 
Other Capital Credits & Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 

Patronage Capital or Margins 48,408CR 43,141CR 37.197CR 

Manager's report to the board — February 1989 
Statistics and Revenue Data February 1988 January 1989 February 1989 

Number Connected Consumers 4,889 4,899 4,879 
Average kwh Used 1,028.5 928.8 989.3 
Average Bill $ 104.18 $ 97.72 $ 103.35 
No. kwh Purchased 5,494,211 5,126,036 5,269,595 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Cooperative 5,028,226 4,550,005 4,826,854 
Line Loss Percent 8.5% 11.2% 8.4% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $ 0.06893 $ 0.08362 $ 0.06715 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $ 0.07532 $ 0.09421 $ 0.07331 
Member Cost Per kwh $ 0.10268 $ 0.10656 $ 0.10569 
Miles Energized 1,473 1,473 1,473 
Revenue Per Mile ($358.46) ($325.94) ($353.94) 
Total Expense Per Mile $ 331.90 $ 372.96 $ 328.74 

Attention ladies 
If you attended our annual meeting and if you 

own a three-quarter length tan coat, please check 

it. It appears that a similar coat was taken by 

mistake. If the coat you have is not yours, please 
notify cooperative office. 

Edgar Electric Co-operative Assn. 
P.O. Box 190, Paris, IL 61944 

Office Hours Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Closed Monday, May 29, 
Memorial Day 

Business Phone No. 817-463-1002 
24 Hr. Outage Phone No. 217-463-4145 

or 
800-635-4145 
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Electricity safest 
fuel for residences 

According to a study conducted by a Boston energy 
consulting firm, electricity is the safest fuel for residen¬ 
tial energy use. The firm, Energy Research Group, 
assessed and compared the risks of using gas, wood, 
coal, oil, kerosene and electricity for residential energy 
needs. 

Among the findings were that risk of fatality from 
wood- and coal-fired systems is 14 times greater than 
from electricity while gas-fired systems are nearly 2.4 
times more dangerous than electricity. The group also 
found that fires and gaseous poisonings are the leading 
causes of injury from home energy use. 

The findings in the study, entitled “Risk Related to 
Residential Use of Energy,” are based on calculations 
of the annual fatality and injury risks for three residen¬ 
tial energy end-uses: space heating, water heating and 
cooking. 

SAFETY 
Don't let a pole 
hitch a ride 

Each year at spring plowing and planting time, 
we see an increase in guy wire and pole damage. 

We realize you have one goal in mind ... to get 
this year’s crop in the ground. That’s a very im¬ 
portant goal to us also. 

Today’s modern, larger equipment puts the 
operator farther away form hazards and obstacles 
around the perimeter of the field. 

It’s not easy to spot that guy wire hiding in the 
brush, you can get too close to that pole at the 
edge of the field. It’s probably been some time 
since you have checked the edges of the field for 
potential hazards. 

This year, do us both a favor. Check for hazards 
before starting. This is even more important if 
you have new operators on your equipment. 

Don’t let that pole or guy wire hitch a ride on 
your equipment. 

SYSTEMS 
LET 
THE 

GROUND 
YOU WALK ON 

HEAT 
YOUR HOME 

$1,000.00 Rebate Available 
Contact the Cooperative Headquarters Today! 

JAMESON 

SMOKE ALARM 

This symbol on the 

product means the 

product is listed 

by Underwriters 

Laboratories Inc. 

Available at 
Cooperative office 

$5.50 each 
Battery included 
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Fertilizer, Keys Soil Testing and Keys Farms. 
The Keys operation is unusual in many ways, and one 

is the way it’s set up. Don and his wife, Louise, or “Lou,” 
own the operations, and their three sons are employees. 
“If it weren’t for their success in running and ex¬ 
panding this operation,” Charles says, “we wouldn’t 
even have jobs. It’s their place, pure and simple.” 

It’s also unusual, in a way, in that all the hands eat 
lunch around the dining room table in the Keys 
home—at 12 o’clock sharp. The meal is usually 
prepared by Louise. “If someone’s working out where 
he just can’t come in,” Charles says, “then mother packs 
them a lunch in a styrofoam take-out container, just 
like you see in restaurants, and we see that it gets out 
to him.” 

A typical lunch, he adds, might include a generous 
portion of meat, two or three vegetables, bread, milk 
or tea, and dessert. 

Keys didn’t always operate on such a scale. Don, who 
was born on a farm a few miles north of Tresner, 
started farming on his own right after World War II, 
when he was 19. “I used my dad’s equipment for a long 
time,” he says, “because farm machinery was really 
scarce, and you had to have an allotment to get it. I 
eventually bought my own. I remember buying a new 
tractor for $1,300, and I thought that was a lot of 
money. Now, the tires on some of our tractors cost that 
much.” 

Don notes that he didn’t study agriculture in college, 
but, he says, “I had a really good ag teacher in high 
school.” 

Apparently, he learned well. The Keys operation 
farms about 1,200 acres, spreads or otherwise sells some 

4,500 tons of fertilizer a year, and applies limestone 
and chemicals. They do a little custom farming, too. 
Two other sons, Joe and Bill, have a farrow-to-finish 
hog operation on the farm, and turn out 1,200 head 
a year. 

The family throws a pork chop barbecue every Labor 
Day, for friends and area residents. “The daughters— 
there are three of them too—and daughters-in-law all 
make potato salad and stuff like that,” Don says, “and 
what we have is picnic food. It’s all real good, and we 
usually have 500-600 people here.” 

“The family tries to keep active in community 
affairs,” Don says, “and we’re all shriners. We don’t put 
as much time into that as we’d really like to. We do as 
much as we can, and make our equipment available 
when it’s needed.” 

The Keys family is active in area parades, too, and 
their municipal vehicles can be counted on to run a 
parade route with the best of them. A Studebaker Lark 
is the town’s police car, complete with black and white 
paint job. “We put a bubble on top of it,” Charles says 
with a laugh, “but we couldn’t put a siren on it. We do 
have one on our Fire truck, though.” A third parade 
vehicle, an old CMC pickup, has had its top chopped 
off. “Dad did that when we were just kids,” Charles says, 
“back when ‘The Beverly Hillbillies’ was a popular TV 
show. We all rode on it, and it was a lot of fun for us 
and the spectators seemed to enjoy it, too.” 

While participating in parades is fun and enter¬ 
taining, the Keys Family’s “parading” also shows a very 
real sense of civic commitment that adds a lot of charm 
to small town living these days. 
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Above, the town of Tresner, its mayor and municipal vehicles. 

Tresner isn't a real town? 
Don't tell Don Keys that! 

Tresner, Illinois isn’t a real town—or at least the peo¬ 
ple who dictate what’s a town and what’s not say it 
isn’t—but you’ll have trouble convincing Don Keys of 
that. He’s the mayor, fire chief, police chief, and holds 
about any other office he wants, too. Actually, Tresner 
could be mistaken for the Keys family’s good-sized farm 
and fertilizer operation about five miles northeast of 
Paris. 

The little village boasts a traffic light and a city limit 
sign that announces its population: 5. They joke that 
that means four people and a dog. There’s a fire 
hydrant, too, but it’s not functional. It’s just there to 
add a little municipal class to the town—and for the 
aforementioned dog. 

Keys also painted the name of the town in bold, 

20-foot letters, on top of one of the buildings. He had 
a zip code there, too, but it turned out that some other 
town already owned it, for real, so he painted it over. 

Tresner, incidentally, is named after Colonel and 

Rebecca Tresner, who owned the property long ago, 
and there was a real town there, with a post office and 
all. 

“We heard the story that the colonel held that rank 
in the Civil War, notes Charles Keys, “and we also heard 
that he was an auctioneer. Anyway, the Tresners died 
without leaving any descendents who wanted to farm, 
so that’s how father got it.” 

Old portraits of the Tresners look sternly down from 
the walls in the office of the municipal building of the 
town named in their honor. It is also the office of Keys 
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Operating statement — January 1989 

Account Description Last Year 
Year-to-date 
Current Year Current Month 

Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $514,439CR $515,017CR $515,017CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 378,709 385,281 385,281 
Transmission Expense 99CR 65 -0- 
Distribution Expense —Operation 8,469 13,575 13,575 
Distribution Expense — Maintenance 18,790 22,499 22,499 
Consumer Accounts Expense 11,567 15,860 15,860 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 3,934 5,426 5,426 
Administrative & General Expense 30,353 36,889 36,889 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 451,723 479,595 479,595 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 17,765 18,001 18,001 
Tax Expense —Property 3,507 3,970 3,970 
Tax Expense —Other 5,234 4,586 4,586 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 10,057 16,065 16,065 
Interest Expense —Other -0- -0- -0- 
Other Deductions 597 597 597 
Cost of Electric Service 488,883 522,814 522,814 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 25,555CR 7,797 7,797 
Nonoperating Margins—Interest 13,567CR 13,652CR 13,652CR 
Nonoperating Margins—Other -0- 90CR 90CR 
Other Capital Credits & Patronage Dividends -0- -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins 39,122CR 5,944CR 5,944CR 

Manager's report to the board January 1989 
Statistics and Revenue Data January 1988 December 1988 January 1989 

Number Connected Consumers 4,889 4,899 4,879 
Average kwh Used 1,028.5 928.8 1,002.9 
Average Bill $ 104.18 $ 97.72 $ 104.71 
No. kwh Purchased 5,494,211 5,126,036 5,612,369 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Cooperative 5,028,226 4,550,005 4,893,305 
Line Loss Percent 8.5% 11.2% 12.8% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $ 0.06893 $ 0.08362 $ 0.06865 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $ 0.07532 $ 0.09421 $ 0.07874 
Member Cost Per kwh $ 0.10268 $ 0.10656 $ 0.10563 
Miles Energized 1,473 1,473 1,473 
Revenue Per Mile ($358.46) ($325.94) ($358.91) 
Total Expense Per Mile $331.90 $372.96 $354.93 

Hats off to annual meeting contributors 
Thanks to these folks for helping to make our 50th an¬ 

nual meeting a success! 

Denny Andrews—Andrews Plumbing and Heating, 

ground water heat pump display 

George Gagliardo, Richard Hafner—Motorola, Inc., FM 

radio display 

Steve Smith, Sonny Hampton—WaterFurnace of 

Illinois 

Lincolnland Visiting Nurses Association—blood 

pressure check of members 

Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives—member 
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bargain table 

Chuck 8c Jennifer Keys—Keys in the Country, craft 

display 

Kay B. McCulloch—Dino-Hops display 

Debbie Welsh—Debbie’s Baskets and Crafts, crafts 

display 

A very special thanks to the Crestwood school for use 

of the gymnasium and cafeteria and to Phyllis 

Garwood and Zella Cassidy for their help in the 

kitchen. 



Satellite Television available through EEC Services, Inc. 

Basic Service: $9.95 mo. 
CNN WTBS $19.95 yr. 

Headline News 
ESPN Stardust Theatre $5.50 mo. 
USA Starion Premier Theatre $9.95 mo. 
Nickelodeon 
CBN 
WGN HBO 
WPIX Cinemax 
KTVT Disney 
Lifetime Any one of the above three $7.95 mo. 
Weather Channel Any two of the above three $14.95 mo. 
Nashville Network All three $20.95 mo. 

Also part of Basic when scrambled at later date: 
Nostalgia Channel Initial set up charge 
Learning Channel (one time fee): $10.00 
Country Music TV To change service subscribed to: $5.00 
Travel Channel Address changes: $1.00 

Videocipher II 

Tiered Channels: (if subscribing to one 

Prime Time 24 $4.00 mo. package): $370.00 
Videocipher II 

Skyline Silver: 
, (w/o subscribing): 
$3.00 mo. a $420.00 

WWOR (Mets) 
WSBK (Boston Red Sox) Call 463-1002 for more information. 
KTLA (Los Angeles Angels) 

Time-of-day rates 

Residential and farm single-phase 

Facility charge $20 
Demand charge 

on peak:  $14.50 
off peak: $00.00 

Energy charge all energy at   .05 
Plus tax 

and WPCA 

On-Peak Period 
December, January and February: 

6:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

July and August 
2:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

Off-Peak Period 
all other times 

Large and commercial power-three-phase 
Small commercial—single-phase 

Basic rate 
Facilities charge: 

$ 20—small commercial—single-phase 
$50—large and commercial three-phase 

Demand charge: 
The greater of the following: 
(a) $ 12.60/kw per month of on-peak demand. 
(b) $2/kw of the off-peak demand. 

Energy charge: 
First 200 kwh per kw of billing demand @ 

6.09 cents per kwh. All kwh over 200 kwh/kw 
of billing demand @ 3.475 cents per kwh. 

On-peak period 
December, January and February: 6 to 10 a.m. 

and 5 to 9 p.m. 
July and August: 2 to 10 p.m. 

Off-peak period 
All other times and months not in the on-peak 

period. 
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Annual meeting door prize donor list—February 1989 
Citizens National Bank, Paris 
Delta Y Electric Co., Jackson, MO 
Terry Elston, State Farm Ins. Agent, Paris 
Fletcher-Reinhardt, Maryland Heights, MO 
Hawkeye Inspection Co., Paoli, IN 
Paris Rural King Supply, Paris 
United Utilities, Louisville, KY 
Paris Electric, Paris 
Bass Mollett Publishing, Greenville 
WaterFurnace of Illinois, Jacksonville 
ALTEC, Indianapolis, IN 
Brownstown Electric Supply Co., Inc., Brownstown 
Delta Y Electric Co., Jackson, MO 
Akin Seed-Edgar Co. salesmen, Chrisman 
Allen Victor—veterinary and poultry supply, Paris 
Edgar County Savings 8c Loan Assoc., Paris 
Graybar Electric Supply Co., Springfield 
Don Keys Fertilizer Sales, Paris 

Marrs Furniture Store, Marshall 
Tuttle’s Ford-Mercury Sales, Paris 
Westinghouse Electric Supply, Evansville, IN 
Linkon Auto Supply, Paris 
Paris Electric, Paris 
Motorola, Inc., Mattoon 
Parkway Furniture, Manchester, MO 
Keys in the Country, Paris 
M L Express, Paris 
Country Companies, Paris 
Delta Y Electric Co., Paris 
Allen Victor—Veterinary and Poultry Supply, Paris 
Don Keys Fertilizer Sales, Paris 

Country Side Chevrolet, Chrisman 
Don Keys Fertilizer Sales, Paris 

Linkon Auto Supply, Paris 
Kenneth R. Miller 8c Assoc., Terre Haute, IN 
Bass Mollett Publishing, Greenville 
Don Keys Fertilizer Sales, Paris 

Edgar County Bank 8c Trust Company, Paris 
Don Keys Fertilizer Sales, Paris 

Ronk Electric Corp., Nokomis 
Mike Mooney, Inc., Paris 
Edgar County Savings 8c Loan Assoc., Paris 
Edgar County Seed Co., Paris 
Don Keys Fertilizer Sales, Paris 

Terry Elston—State Farm Ins. Agent, Paris 
First Federal Savings 8c Loan Assoc., Paris 
Electric Lab 8c Sales Corp., Mattoon 
McCulloch Feed and Fuel, Paris 
Hawkeye Inspection Co., Paoli, IN 
Grand Award Edgar Electric Co-operative 

Association, Paris 
Grand Award Edgar Electric Co-operative 

Association, Paris 
Grand Award Edgar Electric Co-operative 

Association, Paris 

$50 savings bond 
4 qt. ice cream freezer 
State Farm road atlas 
12" Lakewood oscillating fan 
Northern heating pad 
Tuff box heavy duty tool box 
Toastmaster buffet range 
Wood folk art heart candle lamp 
manicure set 
100 ft. electric cord 
gift of member choice from Amagift catalog 
54 qt. Igloo ice chest 
Lakewood 20 in. 3 speed portable fan 
Agri Gold coat and hat set 
Lock blade knife with carrying case 
$50 savings bond 
Toy truck 
Gift certificate—50 lb. bag 13-1313 garden 

fertilizer 
Norman Rockwell prints 
Certificate for car clean up 
Hubbell dusk to dawn light 
Vinyl rain coat 
Wood folk art heart candle lamp 
Electronic appliance 
General Electric garbage disposal 
Gift certificate 
Gift certificate—stationery 
Fire extinguisher 
Sunbeam moist heat band 
Vice grips with carrying case 
Gift certificate—50 lb. bag 13-13-13 garden 

fertilizer 
Certificate for free oil change 
Gift certificate—50 lb. bag 13-13-13 garden 

fertilizer 
Union tool box 
Swingline electronic stapler 
Manicure set 
Gift certificate—50 lb. bag 13-13-13 garden 

fertilizer 
$50 savings bond 
Gift certificate—50 lb. bag 13-13-13 garden 

fertilizer 
Presto kitchen kettle 
Certificate for free oil change 
$50 savings bond 
Redwood bird feeder 
Gift certificate—50 lb. bag 13-13-13 garden 

fertilizer 
State Farm road atlas 
$50 interest bearing checking acct. 
Spartus electronic alarm clock 
Gift certificate 
Skil variable speed reversing drill 
Amana Radarange microwave oven 

Amana Radarange microwave oven 

25 in. console TV 
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Don't miss out on energy conservation grants 
Edgar Electric Co-operative members who would like 

to make some home weatherization improvements this 
year or replace a heating system might get some help 
from the State of Illinois. 

The Illinois Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources (ENR) is making available grants of up to 
$1,500 for qualifying members. This is the second year 
that funding is being provided for projects meant to 
result in long-term home energy savings. The Illinois 
General Assembly this spring allocated approximately 
$2.5 million for the program. 

INCOME GUIDELINES 

A grant of up to $1,500 is available to any Edgar Elec¬ 
tric Co-operative member whose household income is 
80 percent or less of the cooperative service area’s me¬ 
dian income. This is a total grant, without any matching 
funds required by the applicant. 

For members whose household income is 80 to 120 
percent of the area’s median income, a grant of up to 
$1,000 is available. This is a 50 percent matching grant. 
The consumer-member pays 50 percent of the project’s 
cost. 

QUALIFYING AND 
NON-QUAUFYING PROJECTS 

This year, the list of projects eligible for funding 
under the program has been changed. On some items, 
there is a dollar limit on the amount of subsidy 
available. In no case is the subsidy offered for more 
than the cost of the work, or $1,500. 

All projects must demonstrate a 10-year pay back to 
the member in energy savings. 

Contact your cooperative or ENR if you are in¬ 
terested in applying for a rural home energy grant. |  

Before being considered for the grant, applicants must 
have an energy audit completed on their home and 
have a written bid from at least two contractors for pro¬ 
posed projects. These bids must contain model 
numbers and efficiency ratings for heating system, and 
cost estimates. 

Applications must be submitted to the cooperative. 
After it is reviewed, the application will be forwarded 
to the ENR for final review and approval. ENR has the 
final decision on all Rural Home Energy Program 
applications. 

Once the application gets approval, a check is 
prepared payable to the consumer-member and the 
cooperative. The cooperative then endorses the check 
and presents it to the member for payment. ENR may 
inspect the completed work and each approved appli¬ 
cant must also certify to ENR that the installation of 
materials or equipment funded through the grant pro¬ 
gram is complete. 

For more information, contact the cooperative at 
1-800-635-4145 or the Illinois Department of Energy 
and Natural Resources at (217) 785-2800. 

Please contact me. I am interested in | 
applying for an energy conservation grant. 

Name   | 

Address    

City/State  

Zip Telephone   

J 

New toll-free number now in operation 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Association covers 

a fair amount of territory, and when many of our 
members need to call us, it’s a toll call. With that 
in mind, we’ve set up a toll-free number for those 
who need to get in touch. 

Our regular business office number, 217- 

463-1002, is the same as it always was. The 24-hour 
outage number, 217-635-4145, is unchanged, too. 
The new “800” number will supplement those 
lines, making it easier for many of our members 
to call us. The number is 1-800-635-4145. 
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Operating statement — December 1988 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $5,698,221.47CR $5,897,253.36CR $483,158.33CR 

Cost of Purchased Power 3,954,308.22 4,110,019.00 428,648.00 

Transmission Expense 527.73CR 64.92CR 64.92CR 

Distribution Expense—Operation 131,001.33 169,768.08 14,112.05 

Distribution Expense —Maintenance 320,203.24 417,285.40 26,715.09 

Consumer Accounts Expense 147,032.81 161,393.15 11,079.28 

Customer Service and Informational Expense 56,211.98 57,866.29 3,744.17 

Administrative & General Expense 383,149.53 401,772.15 31,795.32 

Operation & Maintenance Expense 4,991,379.38 5,318,039.15 516,028.99 

Depreciation & Amortization Expense 201,605.50 207,985.16 8,327.41 

Tax Expense—Property 48,439.63 44,259.62 3,579.65 

Tax Expense—Other 45,747.32 54,363.39 4,703.76 

Interest on Long-Term Debt 148,577.45 191,721.58 16,131.59 

Interest Expense—Other 700.68 -0- -0- 

Other Deductions 7,756.71 7,163.64 596.97 

Cost of Electric Service 5,444,206.67 5,823,532.54 549,368.37 

Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 254,014.80CR 73,720.82CR 66.209.04CR 

Nonoperating Margins—Interest 113,086.64CR 160,609.50CR 13,680.42CR 

Nonoperating Margins—Other 955.79CR 58.44CR 16,734.01CR 

Other Capital Credits & Patronage Dividends 4,909.26CR 11,850.63CR -0- 

Patronage Capital or Margins 372.966.49CR 246,239.39CR 69,262.63 

Manager's report to the board — December 1988 
Statistics and Revenue Data December 1987 November 1988 December 1988 

Number Connected Consumers 4,893 4,925 4,899 

Average kwh Used 865.2 1,228.7 928.8 

Average Bill $ 109.33 $ 120.53 $ 97.72 

No. kwh Purchased 4,756,230 6,651,655 5,126,036 

No. kwh Sold and Used by Cooperative 4,233,249 6,051,238 4,550,005 

Line Loss Percent 11.0% 9.0% 11.2% 

Cost Per kwh Purchased $ 0.08517 $ 0.05804 $ 0.08362 

Cost Per kwh Delivered $ 0.09570 $ 0.06380 $ 0.09421 

Member Cost Per kwh $ 0.12789 $ 0.09932 $ 0.10656 

Miles Energized 1,473 1,473 1,473 

Revenue Per Mile ($375.51) ($416.28) ($325.94) 

Total Expense Per Mile $383.15 $375.20 $372.96 

(Continued from page 16a) 
• Furnaces with an AFUE rating of 90 or better 

(Under certain circumstances, and with prior approval 

from ENR, other heating systems with lower ratings 

may be eligible. Call ENR for details) 

• Storm doors and thermal doors for a grant of up 

to $150 maximum per entrance 

• Storm windows and thermal replacement win¬ 

dows are eligible for a grant of up to $150 maximum 

per entire window unit 

• Caulking and weatherstripping 

• Energy-saving fluorescent lighting 

All projects must demonstrate a 10-year pay back to 

the member in energy savings. If you have received a 

grant from this program, you are not eligible to 

re-apply. 

Contact your cooperative or ENR if you are in¬ 

terested in applying for a rural home energy grant. 

Before being considered for the grant, applicants must 

have an energy audit completed on their home and 
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have a written bid from at least two contractors for pro¬ 

posed projects. These bids must contain model 

numbers and efficiency ratings for heating system, and 

cost estimates. 

Applications must be submitted to the cooperative. 

After it is reviewed there, the application will be for¬ 

warded to the ENR for final review and approval. ENR 

has the final decision on all Rural Home Energy Pro¬ 

gram applications. 

Once the application gets approval, a check is 

prepared payable to the consumer-member and the 

cooperative. The cooperative then endorses the check 

and presents it to the member for payment. ENR may 

inspect the completed work and each approved appli¬ 

cant must also certify to ENR that the installation of 

materials or equipment funded through the grant pro¬ 

gram is complete. 

For more information, contact the cooperative or the 

Illinois Department of Energy and Natural Resources 

at (217) 785-2800. 



He recalled his efforts in the 1930s to help establish 
rural electrification in his native Colorado and his work 
with many rural leaders nationwide over the last 50 
years to bring electricity to the countryside and to 
assure the future of rural electrification. 

“I congratulate you on what you have done this past 
50 years,” he told the members attending the meeting. 

Board president Joe Welsh of Marshall, in his presi¬ 
dent’s report, said, “The year 1988 marked the end of 
our 50th year and the beginning of another 50 years 
of service to the members of East-Central Illinois. The 
utility business has changed since our humble be¬ 
ginning in 1938. These changes began in the early 
1970s with the oil embargo and the rapid cost increase 
in all forms of fuel. These changes required that Edgar 
Electric look at its goals as it strives to serve the needs 
of members. This brought about the realization that 
we needed to provide more than just electric service 
to the rural area.” 

Edgar Electric, he added, is involved with local 
organizations and federal and state agencies to plan 
and carry out local area development and job creation 
programs. “We believe it is in the best interest of all 
member-owners of our electric cooperative to assist 
where possible in stimulating job opportunities and 
related community facilities and services to expand our 
economic opportunities for all members of our not- 
for-profit cooperative,” Welsh said. 

Hentz, in his manager’s report, said that most of the 
cooperative’s efforts are directed at providing a reliable 
supply of electricity to members at an affordable cost. 

He cited two parts to this effort: upgrading and im¬ 
proving service and maintaining the system. He asked 
the members to recall the March 1988 ice storm that 
struck the area. “The actual cost of this storm to our 
cooperative was $275,000. Our crews are still making 
repairs on lines and facilities which were damaged 
during the storm,” he added. 

Hentz also briefed the members on the cooperative’s 
various programs available: communications and 
mobile phone services, ground source heat pump 
rebates, specially priced stone-lined electric water 
heaters, and Time of Day rates. 

Glenn Bishop of Chrisman, secretary-treasurer, 
reported that revenue for 1988 was $5,936,108, up 
slightly from 1987. Power costs were $4,026,815 in 
1988, accounting for 66 percent of revenue. Margins 
for 1988 totaled $271,452. 

Thomas H. Moore, general manager of the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, delivered a eulogy 
for two former directors of Edgar Electric, Byron 
McCoy and Lawrence Lycan. 

In balloting for director positions on the board, three 
members were reelected to three-year terms on the 
board: Bishop, David Hollis of Paris and Welsh. Tom 
Murphy of Marshall was elected to a one-year term to 
complete the last year of Lycan’s unexpired term. 

Following the members’ meeting, the board met in 
reorganizational session and reelected officers: Welsh, 
president; Jon Farris of Metcalf, vice president; Bishop, 
secretary-treasurer, and John Fell of Kansas, assistant 
secretary-treasurer. 

Tom Hentz, right, manager of Edgar Electric Co-operative Association, Paris, congratulates Tom Murphy of 
Marshall following his election to the Edgar board of directors. Murphy was elected to complete the final 
year of the unexpired term of the late Lawrence Lycan. From left are three members reelected to three-year 
terms: David Hollis of Paris, Glenn Bishop of Chrisman and Joe Welsh of Marshall. The election took place 
during the cooperative's 50th annual meeting Saturday, February 25, in Paris. 
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Part of the large crowd 
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February 25 was a day of celebration for Edgar Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association. 

It was the cooperative’s 50th annual meeting, in 
Paris, and was marked by a presentation on the history 
of Edgar Electric Cooperative and recognition of the 
past service of several people. Tom Hentz, manager, 
recalled the 50 years since the cooperative was orga¬ 
nized February 9, 1938. A number of former directors 
and employees were honored for their contributions 
to the cooperative, including retired manager Maurice 
Johnson; retired directors Forrest Hamilton, Beecher 
Foley, Russell Elledge and Floyd Cook; and retired 
employees Cliff McConchie, Kenneth Childres, John 
Kritz, Tom Babcock and Margaret Parker. Carl Bender, 
a member who lives near Marshall, presented a poem, 
“50-year Tribute to REA.” 

A special feature of the meeting was the appearance 
by David A. Hamil, a former Administrator of the Rural 
Electrification Administration who made his third visit 
to an Edgar annual meeting. Hamil was the featured 
speaker for the cooperative’s 20th and 30th annual 
meetings. 

Hamil served as Administrator under four presi¬ 
dents: Eisenhower, Nixon, Ford and Carter. His total 
time with REA, 14 years and three months, is the 
longest tenure of any REA Administrator. He is a ran¬ 
cher in Logan County, Colorado. 

Hamil challenged those who question the value of 
rural electrification, saying, “The benefits of REA and 
rural electrification far exceed the costs.” 

A 
special day 
for Edgar 

David A. Hamil 



Energy conservation grants again available 
Cooperative members who would like to make some 

home weatherization improvements this year or 
replace a heating system might get some help from the 
State of Illinois. 

The Illinois Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources (ENR) is making available grants of up to 
$1,500 for qualifying members. This is the second year 
that funding is being provided for projects meant to 
result in long-term home energy savings. The Illinois 
General Assembly this spring allocated approximately 
$2.5 million for the program. 

INCOME GUIDELINES 

A grant of up to $1,500 is available to any Edgar Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative members whose household income is 
80 percent or less of the cooperative service area’s me¬ 
dian income. This is a total grant, without any matching 
funds required by the applicant. 

For members whose household income is 80 to 120 
percent of the area’s median income, a grant of up to 
$1,000 is available. This is a 50 percent matching grant. 
The consumer-member pays 50 percent of the project’s 
cost. 

QUALIFYING AND NON QUALIFYING PROJECTS 

This year, the list of projects eligible for funding 
under the program has been changed. On some items, 

there is a dollar limit on the amount of subsidy 
available. In no case is the subsidy offered for more 
than the cost of the work, or $1,500. 

Eligible projects include: 
• Insulation projects for walls, ceilings, attics, foun¬ 

dations, crawlspaces, floors, basement walls or ceiling, 
water pipes, air ducts, underpinning, and mobile home 
undercarriages 

• Water-saving shower heads 
• New, energy-efficient water heaters (must meet 

ASHRAE 90 Standards as required by Illinois law) 
• Water heater jackets (blankets) 
• Set-back thermostats 
• Central air-conditioners with a SEER greater than 

10.0 (or room air conditioners with an EER greater 
than 8.6) only for medical reasons. (A medical doctor’s 
certification is required) 

• Water and ground source heat pumps with a 
SEER rating of greater than 8.6 (Maximum grant is 
$1,000 for these types of systems) 

• Electric heat pumps with SEER ratings of greater 
than 8.6 

• Furnace load management systems and furnace 
efficiency modifications 

• Furnace flue modifications and electronic igni¬ 
tion systems 

(Continued on page 16d) 

Income guidelines for Edgar Electric Co-operative Association 

FAMILY SIZE: 
TOTAL FAMILY 
INCOME 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

$15,600 $17325 $20,050 $22,288 $23,675 $25,075 

100% Subsidy If the applicant’s family income is less than the figure listed above, 
up to $1,500 he/she is less than 80% of the median income for this service area. 

Therefore, the family is eligible for a grant up to $1,500 for energy con¬ 
servation measures in their home. The applicant will not be required 
to provide any matching funds. 

FAMILY SIZE: 1 2 3 4 5 6 
$15,600- $17,825- $20,050- $22,288- $23,675- $25,075 
23,400 26,738 30,075 33,431 35,531 37,613 

50% Subsidy If the applicant’s family income is between the two figures listed above, 
up to $1,000 he/she is eligible for a grant of 50% of the cost of eligible conservation 

measures up to a total of $1,000. 
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Operating statement — November 1988 
Year-to-date 

Account Description Last Year Current Year Current Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $5,159,181.42CR $5,414,094.03CR $599,940.94CR 
Cost of Purchased Power 3,549,203.22 3,681,371.00 386,055.00 
Transmission Expense 1,084.47CR -0- ”0* 
Distribution Expense-Operation 119,347.86 155,656.03 16,243.24 
Distribution Expense-Maintenance 281,996.79 390,570.31 51,757.70 
Consumer Accounts Expense 134,365.00 150,313.87 15,128.91 
Customer Service and Informational Expense 52,036.37 54,122.12 5,017.00 
Administrative & General Expense 336,058.52 369,976.83 29,513.66 
Operation & Maintenance Expense 4,471,923.29 4,802,010.16 503,715.51 
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 183,898.35 199,657.75 26,814.18 
Tax Expense-Property 43,745.74 40,679.97 3,579.65 
Tax Expense-Other 41,515.91 49,659.63 3,882.83 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 130,885.15 175,589.99 14,074.45 
Interest Expense-Other 700.68 -0- -0- 
Other Deductions 7,160.04 6,566.67 596.97 
Cost of Electric Service 4,879,829.16 5,274,164.17 552,663.59 
Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 279,352.26CR 139,929.86CR 47,277.35CR 
Nonoperating Margins-Interest 99.736.35CR 146,929.08CR 13,241.79CR 
Nonoperating Margins-Other 222.36CR 16,792.45CR 16,751.60CR 
Other Capital Credits & Patronage Dividends 4,909.26CR 11,850.63CR 9,793.25CR 
Patronage Capital or Margins 384,220.23CR 315,502.02CR 87,063.99CR 

Manager's report to the board - - November 1988 
Statistics and Revenue Data November 1987 October 1988 November 1988 

Number Connected Consumers 4,912 4,925 4,925 
Average kwh Used 919.5 864.6 1,228.7 
Average Bill $100.37 $92.43 $120.53 
No. kwh Purchased 5,280,246 4,562,532 6,651,655 
No. kwh Sold and Used by Cooperative 4,516,667 4,258,164 6,051,238 
Line Loss Percent 14.5% 6.7% 9.0% 
Cost Per kwh Purchased $0.07203 $0.06783 $0.05804 
Cost Per kwh Delivered $0.08436 $0.07268 $0.06380 
Member Cost Per kwh $0.11057 $0.10831 $0.09932 
Miles Energized 1,472 1,473 1,473 
Revenue Per Mile ($348.45) ($322.22) ($416.28) 
Total Expense Per Mile $342.25 $303.34 $375.20 

New toll-free number now in operation 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Association covers a 
fair amount of territory, and when many of our 
members need to call us, it’s a toll call. With that 
in mind, we’ve set up a toll-free number for those 
who need to get in touch. Our regular business 
office number, 217-463-1002, is the same as it 

always was. The 24-hour outage number, 
217-463-4145, is unchanged, too. The new “800” 
number will supplement those lines, making it 
easier for many of our members to call us. The 
number is 1-800-635-4145. 
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Rent a new security light from Edgar Electric 
and receive two months of FREE lighting! 

Put a little light in your night. 
Sign up for a new security light duringjanuary and 

February and get two months of FREE lighting. 
Special limited-time offer 

Here’s an excellent opportunity to get the security 
light you’ve always wanted and needed. Sign up for a 
new or additional security light and get two months 
of free lighting. This special introductory offer expires 
March 1. 

No payment for Two Months 
Take advantage of Edgar Electric’s special offer and 

make no payments for two months. At the end of your 
free service period, pay just $5.50 a month to keep the 
benefits of your new light. Members must agree to keep 
the security light for at least 12 months. 

No maintenance headaches 
Security lights are the most convenient way to light 

your home or business. Check these advantages: 
There is no purchase cost. Edgar Electric provides 

the light fixture and bulb, (100-watt sodium vapor) for 
as long as you rent the light. 

$5.50 includes electricity 
There is no additional electrical usage. Power for the 

light does not go through your meter. Security lights 
use about 40 kilowatt-hours a month. The monthly 

charge includes all electricity needed to operate the 
light. 

There is free bulb replacement. Have you ever 
wondered how you would reach the bulb to change it? 
You receive free installation and service. All reported 
security light problems are repaired the following day. 
There is no light switch to remember. The automatic 
eye tells the light to come on at dusk and go off at dawn. 

Safe and secure 
A new security light from Edgar Electric gives you 

the peace of mind that comes with a bright, dependable 
light. Many people consider it a silent sentry watching 
over their home and property. 

Metered security lights 
Occasionally a member will rent a security light from 

Edgar Electric and run the usage through the meter. 
An example could be hanging a light on a barn or a 
pole owned by the member. The maintenance charge 
for a metered security light is $2.50 a month. 

Order it today 
Fill out and mail the following form to begin your 

new security light service. Remember, you will receive 
two months of free light from the installation date of 
your security light. Contact the Member Service Depart¬ 
ment at (217)463-1002 if you have further questions. 

Clip and mail to: Edgar Electric, P.O. Box 190, Paris, IL 61944 

N ame —  D ate  

offer ends March 1 

Address. 

Home Phone 

Location   

.Work Phone 

(Listed on your bill) 

Security Light Installation: Meter pole   

Face the Light: South  West 

.Account Number 

.Transformer pole 

.North .East 

I would like Edgar Electric to install a new 100-watt sodium vapor security light at the above location for a period 
of one year. Service will continue at the end of the time period unless either party gives written notice for discontinu¬ 
ance. Edgar Electric will install, service, maintain and provide electricity to operate the light from dusk to dawn. I 
agree to pay $5.50 per month for the light after the two-month free introductory period. I understand the light re¬ 
mains the property of Edgar Electric. I also understand that if I terminate this agreement before the 12 month con¬ 
tract ends, the prorated retirement cost will be added to my electric bill. 

Signature of member. 
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Fees increased March 1, 1989 
Policy changes for collection and reconnect fees 

Article XIII, Section 2. FAILURE TO PAY. All elec¬ 
tric bills not received at Edgar Electric office on or 
before the 15th of the month, unless otherwise covered 
by written contract or agreement, will be considered 
past due and a collection notice issued. On or about 
the 25th of the month a collection trip will be made 
by cooperative personnel to the members premises for 
payment of the bill. Cooperative personnel will collect 
the total bill plus penalties plus a $20.00 collection fee 
at time of visit or advise the members through the 
notice that the bill penalties, and the $20.00 collection 
fee must be paid by 8:00 a.m. on the second business 
day thereafter. If two or more collection trips are made 
in a twelve month period, the collection fees will be 
double. If the member has not paid by the designated 
time, a disconnect order will be issued by the billing 
department and cooperative personnel will disconnect 
the service. Reconnect charges during normal business 
hours will include member’s bill, collection fee and a 
reconnect fee of $20.00. After-hours charges will con¬ 
sist of member’s bill, collection fee, and a reconnect 
fee of $40.00. If two or more reconnect trips are made 
in a twelve month period the reconnect charges will 
be doubled. 

Other possible charges. 
a. When member’s service has been disconnected, 

billing department will check membership and meter 
deposit file. If members does not have current deposit 
on file then additional fees will be collected in addi¬ 
tion to above stated charges. 

b. If payment is made to cooperative personnel at 
the time of trip to disconnect service, a second collec¬ 
tion charge determined by the above formula will be 
collected in addition to the above stated charges. 

Please be aware of these charges, as they will start 
March 1. These extra charges are due to increased cost 
and the need to place these costs on the members who 
are creating them. It is still less expensive for the 
cooperative to have everyone pay their bill on time. 
This reduces the amount of work that the billing 
department has and reduces the work of other 
cooperative personnel. Please work with us to reduce 
these costs for all the members. 

Removal of penalty: 
If a member who has paid his electric bill without 

penalty for at least 12 consecutive months, pays late, 
but before the trip is necessary, he will be charged the 
penalty. However, if he calls to the cooperative’s atten¬ 
tion in writing or by telephone that he has paid without 
penalty for the previous twelve months, he will then 
be given credit on his account for the amount of 
penalty. 

Ground source heat pump 
You can't beat if for comfort, efficiency 

Winter in the east-central area will test the design 
of most heating systems. The temperature can drop to 
20 below. Even though it does not stay there for long, 
k tests the heating system while it is there. Heating costs 
can also test the family income during the winter time. 

These are the reasons the home heating system is one 
of the most important investments a family can make. 
The heating system must be one that provides comfort 
and at the same time operates as inexpensively as possi¬ 
ble. Comfort comes from many factors. The amount 
and quality of the insulation in the home and the 
design of the heating and duct system in the home. The 
unit must operate at a high enough temperature to pro¬ 
vide comfortable heat for the home. Many times the 
same factors that make for comfort also make for the 
lowest operating cost. The major cause of high 
operating cost is the lack of insulation in the home. 
The second reason is the infiltration around the win¬ 
dows, doors and other openings in the house. 

The ground source heat pump is one of the best in¬ 
vestments a homeowner can make, because of the high 
efficiency of the system and the comfort the family 
receives from the system. The efficiency of the system 
is due to the closed loop design. This is in conjunction 
with the heat pump produces three times the heat that 
it takes to operate it. Comfort is also a plus for the 
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ground source heat pump. The higher temperature of 
the ground raises the output temperature over the stan¬ 
dard air-to-air heat pump. This increases the comfort 
in the home. There is no defrost cycle with the ground 
source heat pump. This eliminates the blast of cold air 
that happens with many air-to-air heat pumps during 
the defrost cycle. One other important consideration 
with the ground source heat pump is the long life of 
the unit. The expected life of the unit is 20 years. This 
reduces the inconvenience of changing out the unit as 
often. 

Edgar Electric will pay the homeowner a $1,000 
rebate with the installation of the ground source heat 
pump. In addition the cooperative will furnish at no 
charge an 80-gallon water heater. The ground water 
heat pump will supply 40 percent of the domestic hot 
water used in the home. During the cooling cycle the 
waste heat removed from the home heats the water. 
During the heating cycle the unit produces hot water 
at the same efficiency as the heat to the home. These 
two items will lower your energy bill. Stop in and check 
out this heating system soon. Be ready for the heating 
season next year. We will be happy to provide an 
estimate of the operating cost. We will also line up con¬ 
tractors who are capable of installing this system. It can 
make a 40 to 50 percent difference in your energy costs. 



Lawrence 
Lycan 
1917-1989 

The employees and directors of Edgar Electric 
were saddened by the untimely death of Lawrence 
Lycan. Lawrence was an untiring worker for 
Edgar Electric. He was an important part of the 
board since his election in 1963. He had held 
various offices with the cooperative during his 
tenure. He had been assistant secretary-treasurer 
and secretary-treasurer. He held the latter posi¬ 

tion from February 17, 1973, to present. He 
worked long and hard on the Association of Il¬ 
linois Electric Cooperatives board. He was elected 
as director in 1983 representing Edgar Electric. 
He served as treasurer of the organization from 
1985 to present. 

Lawrence was a charter member of the Clark 
County Soil and Water Conservation District and 
a director of the Mill Creek Conservancy District, 
a past president and active member of the Clark 
County Historical Society. He was an active 
member and a deacon of the Clarksville Baptist 
Church. 

Lawrence will be missed by the directors and 
employees of the Edgar Electric. His quiet ways 
and concerns for the members of Edgar Electric 
are the traits he will be remembered for. 

Annual meeting has special meaning 
February 25,1989, is a very important milestone for 

Edgar Electric. This day will mark the 50th annual 
meeting of its members. Any annual meeting is impor¬ 
tant, but the 50th is a real celebration. A half century 
of service to the people of the rural area is quite an 

achievement. 
This will be a special meeting for the members of 

Edgar Electric. Special events are planned for the 
meeting including the pancake and sausage breakfast. 
Special prizes and guests will also be there. The hobby 
craft booths will again be there for your pleasure. 
Employees will be available to answer questions about 
services of the cooperative. This meeting will provide 
the members with one place to receive information on 
all the services offered by Edgar Electric. The meeting 
will be enjoyable and interesting. Breakfast will be 
served between 7:30 and 9:30 a.m., and the meeting will 
start at 10, adjourning at 12. During the meeting three 

directors will be elected. The directors are your 
representatives. They set the policy and control the 
operation of the cooperative as its board of directors. 
They are responsible to you, the members who elect 
them. Be sure to attend the meeting and exercise your 
responsibility and privilege to vote for and elect your 
representatives. Information will be provided on the 
condition and activities of the cooperative. It is impor¬ 
tant for the members to know of the activities and con¬ 
dition of the cooperative. The members are the owners 
of the cooperative. It is their right to know the condi¬ 
tion and activities, for there is no other way for them 
to make informed decisions about the cooperative they 
own. 

We are looking forward to seeing you at this year’s 
annual meeting. Come and join us for the fun and in¬ 
formation. We will be looking for you. 
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Manager's report to the board — October 1988 

Statistics and Revenue Data October 1987 September 1988 October 1988 

Number Connected Consumers 4,914 4,903 4,925 
Average kwh Used 965.5 1,075.9 864.6 

Average Bill $ 89.40 $ 109.61 $ 92.43 

No. kwh Purchased 5,337,362 5,522,870 4,562,532 

No. kwh Sold and Used by Cooperative 4,744,558 5,275,003 4,258,164 

Line Loss Percent 11.1% 4.5% 6.7% 

Cost Per kwh Purchased $ 0.05667 $ 0.06213 $ 0.06783 

Cost Per kwh Delivered $ 0.06375 $ 0.06505 $ 0.07268 

Member Cost Per kwh $ 0.09368 $ 0.10275 $ 0.10831 

Miles Energized 1,472 1,474 1,473 

Revenue Per Mile ($308.62) ($376.03) ($322.22) 

Total Expense Per Mile $ 282.00 $ 331.80 $ 303.34 

Operating statement — October 1988 
k 

Account Description Last Year 

Year-to-date 

Current Year Current Month 
Operating Revenue & Patronage Capital $4,660,696.82CR $4,814,153.09CR $460,129.96CR 

Cost of Purchased Power 3,168,888.22 3,295,316.00 309,466.00 

Transmission Expense 1,084.47CR -0- -0- 

Distribution Expense-Operation 110,779.58 139,412.79 20,973.87 

Distribution Expense-Maintenance 257,921.92 338,812.61 36,116.03 
Consumer Accounts Expense 122,682.34 135,184.96 10,895.53 

Customer Service and Informational Expense 47,588.60 49,105.12 4,269.10 

Administrative & General Expense 304,300.29 340,463.17 31,012.76 

Operation & Maintenance Expense 4,011,076.48 4,298,294.65 412,733.29 

Depreciation & Amortization Expense 166,373.06 172,843.57 9,285.74 

Tax Expense-Property 39,051.85 37,100.32 3,579.65 

Tax Expense-Other 38,603.04 45,776.80 3,817.13 

Interest on Long-Term Debt 113,666.53 161,515.54 16,803.37 

Interest Expense-Other 700.68 -0- -0- 

Other Deductions 6,563.37 5,969.70 596.97 

Cost of Electric Service 4,376,035.01 4,721,500.58 446,816.15 

Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 284,661.8 ICR 92,652.51CR 13,313.81CR 

Nonoperating Margins-Interest 85,297.95CR 133,687.29CR 14,495.54CR 
Nonoperating Margins-Other 222.36CR 40.85CR .83CR 
Other Capital Credits & Patronage Dividends 4,909.26CR 2,057.38CR 2,057.38CR 
Patronage Capital or Margins 375,091.38CR 228,438.03CR 29,867.56CR 

(Continued from page 14a) 
work in all kinds of weather and under all condition trie. Greg is married and resides at Route 1, Paris. Kent 
to restore service during the storms that hit this area is a member of the Paris Elks Club and resides at Route 
from time-to-time. 4, Paris. We hope that all of our members welcome 

Greg and Kent are local residents who attended Paris these new employees. They are here to help you and 
High School. They were both employed at Beaman Cor- to continue the service that you ; as members of the 
poration just prior to their employment at Edgar Elec- Edgar Electric have come to expect. 

New toll-free number now in operation 
Edgar Electric Co-operative Association covers a 
fair amount of territory, and when many of our 
members need to call us, it’s a toll call. With that 
in mind, we’ve set up a toll-free number for those 
who need to get in touch. Our regular business 
office number, 217-463-1002, is the same as it 

always was. The 24-hour outage number, 
217-635-4145, is unchanged, too. The new “800” 
number will supplement those lines, making it 
easier for many of our members to call us. The 
number is 1-800-635-4145. 
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Rent a new security light from Edgar Electric 
and receive two months of FREE lightingl 

Put a little light in your night. 
Sign up for a new security light duringjanuary and 

February and get two months of FREE lighting. 
Special limited-time offer 

Here’s an excellent opportunity to get the security 
light you’ve always wanted and needed. Sign up for a 
new or additional security light and get two months 
of free lighting. This special introductory offer expires 
March 1. 

No payment for Two Months 
Take advantage of Edgar Electric’s special offer and 

make no payments for two months. At the end of your 
free service period, pay just $5.50 a month to keep the 
benefits of your new light. Members must agree to keep 
the security light for at least 12 months. 

No maintenance headaches 
Security lights are the most convenient way to light 

your home or business. Check these advantages: 
There is no purchase cost. Edgar Electric provides 

the light fixture and bulb, (100-watt sodium vapor) for 
as long as you rent the light. 

$5.50 includes electricity 
There is no additional electrical usage. Power for the 

light does not go through your meter. Security lights 
use about 40 kilowatt-hours a month. The monthly 

charge includes all electricity needed to operate the 
light. 

There is free bulb replacement. Have you ever 
wondered how you would reach the bulb to change it? 
You receive free installation and service. All reported 
security light problems are repaired the following day. 
There is no light switch to remember. The automatic 
eye tells the light to come on at dusk and go off at dawn. 

Safe and secure 
A new security light from Edgar Electric gives you 

the peace of mind that comes with a bright, dependable 
light. Many people consider it a silent sentry watching 
over their home and property. 

Metered security lights 
Occasionally a member will rent a security light from 

Edgar Electric and run the usage through the meter. 
An example could be hanging a light on a barn or a 
pole owned by the member. The maintenance charge 
for a metered security light is $2.50 a month. 

Order it today 
Fill out and mail the following form to begin your 

new security light service. Remember, you will receive 
two months of free light from the installation date of 
your security light. Contact the Member Service Depart¬ 
ment at (217)463-1002 if you have further questions. 

Clip and mail to: Edgar Electric, P.O. Box 190, Paris, IL 61944 

N ame D ate  

Address. 

Home Phone 

Location   

.Work Phone 

(Listed on your bill) 

Security Light Installation: Meter pole   

Face the Light: South  West 

.Account Number 

.Transformer pole 

.North .East 

I would like Edgar Electric to install a new 100-watt sodium vapor security light at the above location for a period 
of one year. Service will continue at the end of the time period unless either party gives written notice for discontinu¬ 
ance. Edgar Electric will install, service, maintain and provide electricity to operate the light from dusk to dawn. I 
agree to pay $5.50 per month for the light after the two-month free introductory period. I understand the light re¬ 
mains the property of Edgar Electric. I also understand that if I terminate this agreement before the 12 month con¬ 
tract ends, the prorated retirement cost will be added to my electric bill. 

Signature of member. 
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A new year of opportunity 
The new year is now here. The employees and direc¬ 

tors of your cooperative see it as another opportunity 
in which to serve you. Edgar Electric is a unique 
organization in that the members it serves own it. No 
one else owns any part of the organization. It has only 
one reason to be in business: to offer you the best ser¬ 
vice possible at the lowest price. 

Last year saw many changes in the cooperative as we 
tried to improve our service to the rural area. We added 
the radio service, the TV satellite service and the paging 
service to our programs. These are all services that the 
people of the rural area desired and needed. This has 
proven out in the number of people who have signed 
up for the services. These services have not affected the 
price of the electric service we have provided and will 
continue to provide. 

The main business is still providing the membership 
with electric service. We will continue to do this and 
will work with the membership in ways to lower or to 
reduce any increases that may come. 

The rates for the future will remain steady. Soyland 
Power Cooperative (our supplier) has completed its 
refinancing and that will stabilize rates for the future. 
Since wholesale power is the largest cost for your 

cooperative, the cost of electric service will remain 
stable. This is important to us. There have been many 
hours of work toward this end. We will continue to do 
anything that will help our members to reduce their 
cost of energy. 

We have introduced the Time-of-Day rate for this 
purpose. This rate will reduce the member’s bill. The 
reduction is dependent on the effort the member 
makes. The principle behind the T.O.D. rate is very sim¬ 
ple. The rate rewards the members who are able to con¬ 
trol their usage during the peak demand times. This 
means that the members do not use their large ap¬ 
pliances during the peak time. They are free to use the 
large appliances during the rest of the time. This 
reduces the peak demands the cooperative sets. These 
peak demands determine our wholesale cost. The lower 
the peak demands the lower the cost for the same 
number of kwh. This savings is passed on to the 
members on the Time-of-Day rate. We are continuing 
to look for other ways to reduce the cost of energy to 
our members. 

We want to take this time to wish each member the 
best for the coming year. May 1989 be one of peace 
and prosperity for you and your family. 

Energy-efficient heating and cooling for the home 
One of the largest costs homeowners face is the 

heating and cooling costs of their homes. Heating is 
the largest energy expense of the home, and air condi¬ 
tioning is not far behind. 

It is then very important that the homeowner has all 
the facts on home heating before deciding on the 
heating system and fuel for the home. Today it is not 
wise to leave the heating system to chance. This is not 
the place to cut cost. 

In earlier times many believed that the heating 
system was not important. It was not seen and did not 
add to the eye appeal of the home. It was installed with 
the least thought and concern. Today it is known that 
the heating system can add value to the home and im¬ 
prove the comfort of the people living in it. 

The most important consideration is comfort. This 
includes insulation values, the duct system and the type 
of heat. The second consideration is the operating cost. 
This consideration must take into account the present 
operating cost as well as the future cost of the energy. 

The third is safety. The system must be safe to operate 
even when no one is home and especially at night when 
everyone is sleeping. The fourth is cleanliness. No one 
wants a heating system that adds to the normal dust 
and dirt found in the home. 

The question now is how can an individual pick a 
heating system that meets all of these considerations 
without having a masters degree in heating systems. It 

14b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/January 1989 

is not easy and a lot depends upon a heating contrac¬ 
tor. He must know the value and advantages of the dif¬ 
ferent heating systems. The ground source heat pump 
is one of the systems that has to be considered. This 
heating system uses the heat stored in the ground to 
heat the home. The heat pump collects the heat, com¬ 
presses it to heating temperatures and delivers it to the 
home. The system does this without the use of explosive 
fuels. There are no fire hazards from open flames. The 
energy used is clean and there are no outside pollutants 
introduced into the home. 

Cost is a big concern and one that must be con¬ 
sidered for the present and the future. Electricity has 
seen a decade of increasing prices but has now reached 
a point where there is stability. Edgar Electric has had 
the same problems as any utility. The plant is now in 
place and there should be very little increase for the 
foreseeable future. The power plants that supply the 
power to the cooperative do not depend upon fuels 
that are in short supply. The energy supplies that are 
being used are abundant and not affected by political 

upheaval. Other fuel supplies are limited and can be 
affected by wars and the desires of other countries. 

The heating system you install is going to last a long 
time. The expected life of any heating system is 20 to 
30 years. It is important that you consider the different 
heating systems and determine the one best suited to 
your needs. 



Edgar Electric's 50th Annual Meeting 
February 25, will mark the 50th Annual Meeting of 

Edgar Electric Co-operative members. This is an im¬ 
portant milestone for your cooperative. 

Fifty years is a long time for any business. As times 
change the business must also change. Change is one 
thing that some businesses are not able to do, therefore 
they do not survive. The utility business has also 
changed through the years. This is especially true in 
the last 15 years. 

We have survived because the members we serve 
have been instrumental in guiding and directing the 
cooperative for their own needs. Most businesses must 
be concerned with their owners and investors. Edgar 
Electric is concerned only with the users, for they are 
the owners and investors in the business. Their con¬ 
cerns and needs are related to the board of directors, 
whom they elect at the annual meeting each year. 

The election of the directors at each annual meeting 
is the reason that the meeting is important. Through 
this process the members make known their needs and 
desires. They control the operation of the cooperative 
through this means. This input is vital to the 
cooperative. Without this input the cooperative will not 
know if it is meeting the needs and desires of the 
membership. If the cooperative does not meet the 
needs and desires of the members it will no longer 

exist. 
We intend to make this annual meeting a special one 

with special events and display for the entire family. 
The activities will start with a pancake-and-sausage 
breakfast. Special displays will be set up for the 
members to view, and representatives will be available 
to answer questions on the many programs the 
cooperative has. Displays on ground water heating, 
radio systems, satellite TV, and the new paging system 
will be there. 

We are continuing to look for ways to serve the 
members better. The best way we can do this is to im¬ 
prove the quality of life for them and others in the rural 
area. The rural area is a beautiful place to live and 
work. It has some limitations and these limitations are 
being investigated to improve the quality of life in the 
rural area. 

We want to take this time to encourage you to attend 
this annual meeting. It is important for the cooperative 
and for the members to be involved. Special door prizes 
and member prizes will make the meeting worth at¬ 
tending. Special speakers have also been lined up. 
These speakers will provide additional information on 
the operation of the cooperative and the reasons they 
are in business. 

Hollingsworth, Milbourn are new Edgar employees 
On June 13 of last year two new employees were 

added at Edgar Electric. Greg Hollingsworth and Kent 
Milbourn were employed as first-year apprentices. 

In this position they are training to become linemen. 
Linemen are the employees who build and maintain 

the lines that serve you. They will learn construction 
practices and the basics of how electricity moves 
through the substations, down the lines, through the 
transformer and into the home. They will learn how 
to locate trouble on the lines and how to fix it during 
outages. 

The linemen are a very important link in the service 
we provide. They are the ones who do most of the work 
when we have a major outage. They are the ones who 
(Continued on page 14d) Hollingsworth (left) and Milbourn. 
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