
an automatic clothes washer. 
The water heater should be located as 

close to the point of hot water use as 
possible. This reduces the amount of 
heat loss from the water as it runs 
through the pipes. If a bathroom is far 
from the water heater, consider install¬ 
ing a small water heater just for that 
room. 

Energy Use 

Your water heater is at work 24 hours 
a day. When the temperature of the 
water in the tank drops below a certain 
level, the thermostat turns on the 
heating elements until the desired 
temperature is reached. Thus, your tank 
is always prepared to provide you with 
hot water at the twist of a tap. 

When purchasing a new or replace¬ 
ment heater select a unit with a high 
heating efficiency and insulation with 
a high “R” value around the tank. The 
higher the “R” value, the better the in¬ 
sulation. You may find that this costs a 
little more initially but your water 
heater is expected to handle a 24-hour 
a day job for years to come, and you’ll 
find the reduced energy costs to operate 
the water heater more than compensate 
for a higher initial cost. 

Insulating the Water 
Heating System 

All hot water pipes should be in¬ 
sulated to keep the water from cooling 
off any more than necessary between 

the heater and the point of hot water 
use. 

In addition, there is a “standby loss” 
from the water heater tank. This is heat 
that escapes from the heated water 
through the tank. If the water heater is 
located in a room that you want to keep 
warm, this standby loss helps heat that 
room. In the winter this may be fine. 
However, in the summer it’s heat you 
don’t need. 

To reduce the standby loss, the heater 
should be wrapped with insulation. In¬ 
sulation kits are available at many hard¬ 
ware and builder supply stores. The kits 
contain a vinyl-faced insulation wrap¬ 
per, fastening tape and detailed instruc¬ 
tions. The wiring and thermostat access 
panels should not be covered with the 
insulation blanket. Cut a “window” out 

Average hot water used per day 

Two adults - one child 60 gal. 
Two adults - two children  70 gal. 
Two adults — three children   80 gal. 

of the blanket at these areas and tape 
the cut edge directly to the water heater. 
The “window” reduces the possibility of 
the wiring overheating. 

Tests have shown that this additional 
water heater insulation can pay for itself 
in one to two years. When the water 
heater is located in an unheated area 
such as a cold basement or garage the 
insulation will save even more on your 
water heating costs. It is easy to install 
an insulation jacket on a water heater. 
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Take advantage of rebate programs 
This hot, dry summer may not bring to mind many 

thoughts about the upcoming heating season, but it is 
not too early to start planning for the cold weather. 
Your electric cooperative has a special program for 
electric heat members. The details are reported on 
these two pages. In addition, Spoon River offers a 
rebate on electric water heater replacement. Details 
about that program are also reported this month. 

Once again, as in the past two years, Spoon River 
Electric Co-operative is offering residential electric heat 
members an electric heat rebate program. 

The program has changed a little from last year. If 
you heat your home with electricity, all kilowatt-hours 
over a 1,500 kilowatt-hour base will be 8 cents. If you 
have signed up in the previous two years, you need not 
reapply. If you have not signed up, and your per¬ 
manently installed heat source is electric, please con¬ 
sider signing up. The details are printed on these two 

pages. 
From September 1, 1988, to August 31, 1989, we are 

offering a rebate program on electric water heaters for 
any member considering replacement of a water 
heater. If you replace an existing electric water heater 
with a new electric water heater, Spoon River will 
rebate $75 to you. If you replace a gas water heater with 
an electric water heater, your cooperative will rebate 
$125 to you. The extra $50 is to offset the expense of 
new wiring in converting from gas to electric. The 
details are printed in this center section. 

If you are thinking of replacing your current heating 
system or are building a new home, we have informa¬ 
tion on ground water heat pumps that can save you 
money on your heating needs. The Co-op will rebate 
$300 per ton unit up to a limit of $900. Please contact 
us for more information on this program and learn 
how efficient a ground water heat pump can be. 

Electric water heater rebate program 
Here is how the electric water heater rebate program 

works. If you replace an existing electric water heater, 
you will receive a $75 rebate. Replace an existing gas 
water heater with an electric water heater and your 
rebate will be $125. (The extra $50 will offset the ex¬ 
pense of new wiring.) 

Only Spoon River Electric Co-operative members are 
eligible. The electric water heater must be installed on 
the Cooperative’s service. 

Only 40 gallon or larger electric water heaters qualify 

for the rebate. The water heater can be purchased from 
any dealer, and the rebate applies for each water heater 
replaced. 

The rebate program is effective from September 1, 
1988, to August 31, 1989. 

You must provide a sales receipt as proof of purchase 
of a new electric water heater. Members must allow Co¬ 
op personnel to inspect the newly installed water heater 
as proof of installation. 

Rebate application for installation of electric water heater 

Member’s name Account number  

Address Phone number  

New electric water heater replaces: Electric ; Gas  
(check one that applies) 

Date of installation:  

NOTE: Attach a copy of the sales receipt to the rebate form. 

Send your request for rebate to Ed Cox, Spoon River Electric Co-operative, Inc., P.O. Box 340, 930 
South Fifth Avenue, Canton, ILlinois 61520, or call Cox at (309) 647-2700. 
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Electric heat rebate available 
for heating season of 1988-1989 

The electric heat rebate program is for residential 
members on rate schedule A or A-l. To qualify, your 
primary heat source for your home must be electrici¬ 
ty. The program applies for December 1988 and 
January and February 1989. Rebates for these months 
will show up on the January, February, and March bills. 
The Co-op does reserve the right to periodically read 
the meter. 

If you enrolled in the rebate program during the last 
two years, you need not re-enroll; we will automatical- 

r 

ly continue you in the program. If you have removed 
your electric heat source since last year, we do need 
to be informed of this. 

If you have not enrolled and qualify, please fill out 
the form below and return it to us as soon as possible. 
The Co-op must verify your heating method. 

The rebate program applies to any kilowatt-hours us¬ 
ed over a base of 1,500 kilowatt-hours. All kilowatt- 
hours used per month over 1,500 kilowatt-hours will 
be at 8 cents per kilowatt-hour. 

“I 
1988-1989 application for electric heat rebate 

Name 

Address 

Account Number 

 Phone Number 

I have whole house, permanently installed electric heat. The type of electric heat in our home is 

Date Signed: 

Mail to: 
Spoon River Electric Co-operative, Inc. 
930 South Fifth Ave., P.O. Box 340, Canton, Illinois 61520 
Telephone 647-2700 

(Member’s Signature) 

WHAT SOME 
PEOPLE FORGET 

IS SHOCKING 
ELECTRICITY 

Don't overload outlets 
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Rural TV signs 
major programmers 

A long congressional battle and two 
years of bickering have come to an end. 
Six major programmers of satellite 
television shows agreed to let the Na¬ 
tional Rural Telecommunications 
Cooperative (NRTC) distribute their 
shows to rural utility consumers. 

HBO and its sister channel Cinemax, 
The Disney Channel, Nickelodeon, 
Netlink USA and The Nashville Chan¬ 
nel have joined 14 smaller channels on 
NRTC’s menu of low-cost satellite televi¬ 
sion programs that is offered to rural 
consumers through electric and 
telephone cooperatives. The large pro¬ 
grammers, who regularly distribute 
their programs via cable companies, 
had resisted efforts by NRTC and other 
non-cable groups to win permission to 
distribute the popular shows. That 
reluctance led to a lengthy congres¬ 
sional battle that ended June 30 when 
a House subcommittee approved a bill 
that would force programmers who sell 
their signals to cable companies for 
distribution to also sell them to non¬ 
cable groups like NRTC. That same 
evening, the six new programmers sign¬ 
ed on with NRTC. 

“Certainly this is a positive event in 

the evolution of the home dish market,” 
said Bob Phillips, chief executive at the 
Washington, D.C.-based NRTC. “It’s one 
that will change the way home dish 
owners are served and we believe it will 
give the entire industry a boost.” 

NRTC emerged about two years ago 
when officials from the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 

(NRECA) and the National Rural 
Utilities Cooperative Finance Corp. 
(CFC), two Washington, D.C. groups 
representing the nation’s 1,000 
consumer-owned rural electric systems, 
decided that rural consumers should be 
able to get the same cable programs as 
city dwellers. The new co-op was form¬ 
ed to bring affordable television to con¬ 
sumers of rural utility co-ops. 

But when negotiations began with 
programmers of “scrambled” television 
shows, NRTC officials complained that 
the cable industry had a monopoly on 
distribution of those shows, and they 
took their case to Congress. Sen. Albert 
Gore (D-Tenn.) and Rep. Billy Tauzin 
(D-La.) introduced legislation that 
would force HBO and others to do 
business with groups like NRTC. 

Rural electric and telephone systems 
across the country offer NRTC’s 
package of descrambled television 
shows to consumers who either buy or 
rent backyard satellite television dishes 
and pay a monthly subscription fee. 

NRTC’s other offerings include: 
Cable News Network and CNN 
Headline News; ESPN; CBN Cable Net¬ 
work, WWOR (New York); WSBK 
(Boston); KTLA (Los Angeles); The 
Nostalgia Channel; USA Network, 
Superstation TBS; WON (Chicago); 
WPIX (New York); KTVT 9 (Dallas); 
SelecTV (a pay-per-view movie channel); 
Home Sports Entertainment, The lear¬ 
ning Channel, The Country Music 
Channel and The Travel Channel. 
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