
Co-op Comments 

If you use a wood burner or kerosene burner of any 
type, always be sure to have plenty of outdoor air in¬ 
filtration. You may do this by cracking a window or 
two. It is necessary, as flame producers burn up a lot 
of oxygen. Why not consider the use of a safe electric 
space heater or baseboard unit in lieu of a kerosene 
heater or wood burner? 

Cooperative members who use electric heat as their 
primary heating source in their residence are eligible 
to receive a 4.4 cent per kilowatt-hour rebate for 
kilowatt-hours used over 1,000 during the billing 
months of December, January and February. The 
rebate for the recent energy bill dated December 31 
will be made during the later part ofjanuary. Members 
who received the rebate in 1987 do not need to con¬ 
tact the Cooperative, however, if you have recently in¬ 
stalled electric heat as your primary heating source, 
and/or installed an electric heat pump in conjuction 
with a fossil fuel furnace, please contact the 
Cooperative office. No rebate can be issued unless the 
Cooperative has verified the electrical heating system 
in your home. 

Dwaine E. Heyen of Petersburg completed five years 
of service with your Cooperative on January 3. Dwaine 
is an apprentice lineman for your Cooperative. 

M. Orene Lynn of Tallula will complete 20 years of 
service with your Cooperative on February 1. Orene 
is the assistant data processing operator for your 
Cooperative. 

Vacationing 
If you are going to get away from the snow, ice and 

cold winds by going south, please do not forget to let 
the Cooperative know how you wish to arrange for your 
electrical bills while you are away. 

We have many retired members who enjoy getting 
away from cold Illinois during the winter. There are 
several ways you can arrange to pay your bills, whichever 
way is the most convenient for the member. 

Take this fire 
safety quiz 

Every week should be fire prevention week so as a 
public service we would like to ask you some questions 
about fire safety. Knowing the right answers could save 
your life. 
1. In escaping from a room filled with smoke, the 

safest breathing air is located: 
a. near the ceiling 
b. near the floor 
c. in a corner 
d. at eye level 

The correct answer is b. 

2. The best way to put out a small grease fire in a pan 
is: 
a. move the pan off the stove 
b. put flour on the fire 
c. cover the pan with a lid 
d. throw water on the fire 

The correct answer is c. 

Remembering the answers to the above questions 
could save your life! 

j  

Meter reader position open 
j Your Cooperative has a contractual meter | 
I reading position open in the Elkhart-Buffalo Hart 

area. Meters are generally read on the 19th, 20th 
j and 21st of each month. 

Applications are being accepted from j 
j Cooperative members and if you are interested, 
I please complete the form below and mail or bring J 

it to the Cooperative office. 

Name   

* Address   

I Account No.   

I Telephone No.  

I J 
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When cutting trees 
Cutting trees through power lines happens much too 

often, and the usual remark given us is, “I didn't know 
the line was there.” In fact, this is one of the most fre¬ 
quent causes of wintertime service outages. 

Is it conceivable that felling a tree is so simple that 
no one looks about to ascertain all possible dangers 
or mishaps? 

We point out that looking up for power lines is an 
important practice before starting the saw. When in 
doubt, contact your rural electric co-op for advice on 
how to handle a tree which could strike our lines. 

Cooperative 
continues water 

heater program in 
1988 

TO: Menard Electric Cooperative 
P.O. Box 279 (Water Heater Program) 
Petersburg, IL 62675 
I have installed a new Electric Water Heater, 

which meets ASHRAE 90 standards in a residence 
served by Menard Electric Cooperative. 

The water heater has a capacity of  
gallons. (Minimum of 40 gallons) 

The new water heater replaced:   
Electric with Electric 

  New Installation 
  Gas with Electric 

Please send a representative to my home to 
verify the installation. The best time to find so¬ 
meone at home is 

I am the homeowner and am entitled to the 
one-time payment for installing an electric water 
heater. 

Name   

Address   

Account No. Phone No.  

Signature of homeowner 

(Please submit a copy of the sales receipt, show¬ 
ing dealer, size, type, brand and certification that 
heater meets standards) 

Grounding prevents 
electric shocks 

Properly used, electricity is a useful friend and will¬ 
ing servant; improperly used, electricity can be hazar¬ 
dous and dangerous. Proper grounding is a part of all 
well designed and installed electrical wiring systems. 
A wiring system that is well grounded will prevent 
damage to electrical equipment and injury to persons 
and livestock resulting from electrical short circuits. 

Water heater control can save 
you money 

If you have an electric hot water heater, why not re¬ 
quest the Cooperative to install a load control device 
so that you may save three cents per kilowatt-hour on 
kilowatt-hours used from 600 to 1,000 each month. A 
maximum reduction of $12 per month is possible. 

Winter weather 
and humidity 

1. What makes my windows steam up in cold 
weather? Is there something I can do to stop this from 
happening? 

Answer: What causes windows to “steam uo” is the 
combination of warm moist air inside and the cold glass 
of the window. Therefore, the problem can be cor¬ 
rected by keeping the glass warm or reducing the 
humidity. 

If you have a dehumidifier, you can take moisture 
out of the air. Setting the unit to maintain 30 percent 
humidity in your home should help. The best way to 
control moisture in the home is to eliminate it at the 
source. Exhaust fans in the bathroom and the kitchen 
are economical and efficient solutions to humidity pro¬ 
blems. If you own a clothes dryer, be sure it is vented 
outdoors. 

Carefully sealing windows inside and outside can 
help, as well. (When cold air becomes trapped between 
panes of glass, the condensation you refer to results 
between windows.) Foam rubber stripping and caulk¬ 
ing around storm windows can greatly reduce the 
amount of cold air which can get around inadequate¬ 
ly sealed storm windows. 

To properly condition your home for winter, stop 
the infiltration of cold air into the home by caulking 
and weatherstripping doors and windows. 

Contrary to popular belief, most homes don’t require 
the great moisture increase humidifiers add. If your 
home is uncomfortably dry, try keeping a pan of water 
slowly boiling on the stove when you are working or 
relaxing around the house. Your home will get the 
moisture it reeds and you won’t be faced with the 
damage excess humidity can cause. 
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Test your smoke detectors 
At least once a month, especially during the home 

heating season, consumers should test their smoke 
detectors and replace batteries if needed, according to 
the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC). 

Every year in the United States, approximately 5,000 
people are killed by residential fire. Most fire victims 
die from inhalation of smoke and toxic gases, not as 
a result of burns. Most deaths and injuries occur in fires 
that happen at night while the victims are asleep. 

Properly installed and maintained, the home smoke 
detector is considered one of the best and least expen¬ 
sive means of providing an early warning when a fire 
begins, before the concentration of smoke reaches a 
dangerous level, or before the fire becomes too intense. 
The risk of dying from fires in homes where detectors 

are not installed is twice as high as in homes that have 
functioning detectors. 

Smoke detectors should be tested monthly to make 
sure they are operating properly. Test the smoke detec¬ 
tor and replace batteries according to the manufac¬ 
turer’s instructions. Fresh batteries should last approx¬ 
imately one year. 

If you are bothered by “nuisance” alarms, don’t 
disable your smoke detector — you could be sorry. 
Consider relocating your detector. Smoke from the kit¬ 
chen may cause the detector to alarm. Emissions from 
a space heater or fireplace may set off the detector. 

At least one smoke detector should be properly 
placed on every floor of the home. The most important 
location is in the bedroom area. 

JAMESON 

SMOKE ALARM 
3 year limited warranty 

Battery included 
$5.00 per smoke alarm 

(limit three per cooperative member) 

A new law in Illinois requires that every 
home have smoke detectors by July 1, 1988 

Emergency Phone Numbers 

1) 

2) 

3) 
4) Hospital 

Electric supplier 
Police  
Fire  

5) 

6) 

7) 

Ambulance  
Radio or television 
station  
Doctor  

(Complete the above form and keep next to your telephone) 
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HD Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its regular meeting on Monday, December 28, 

1987. The meeting was called to order at 1 p.m. by 

president Morris L. Bell. Directors present were 

Meredith L. Worner, Edward L. Allspach, Michael E. 

Carls, Carroll F. Cline, Robert I. Brauer, Dale R. Lepper, 

Warren D. Goetsch, and James G. Graff, in addition to 

president Bell. Also present were manager Dorland W. 

Smith; attorney Charles K. Smith; staff assistant Gerald 

E. Hedberg; special services coordinator Earl L. 

Pillsbury; system engineer David H. Crosnoe; general 

foreman Terry W. Entwistle; and office manager Wayne 

E. Jones. After the roll call and approval of the agen¬ 

da, the minutes of the November 23, 1987, meeting 

were approved as presented. 

Manager Smith reviewed the financial report for the 

month of November and pointed out the year-to-date 

margins were less than the amount budgeted for the 

11 months ending November 1987. Smith suggested the 

warmer-than-usual fall months and reduced crop dry¬ 
ing load caused a decrease in the gross revenue. Smith 

commented that, since mild weather had continued 

through the better part of December, the Cooperative 

probably would fall below the budget targets for the 

year. 

Smith reviewed the outage report for the month of 

November, which indicated that year-to-date outages 

and outage hours were less than the same period for 

1986. The safety report showed no lost-time accidents 

for the month of November. The local service truck had 

always been garaged at the Petersburg office and 

manager Smith received board approval for the 

Petersburg area serviceman to maintain his service 

truck at his residence. 

To supplement the budget review for 1988, manager 

Smith called upon the members of his staff to review 

for the board plans for the 1988 budget of their various 

departments. Several items were approved by the board 

for staff members to begin operations for January. They 

approved the acceptance of bids on new service trucks, 

the change in a computer, some temporary partitions 

to wall off the office and the continuation of the water 

heater promotion program for 1988. 

Attorney Smith reported on the status of the 

purchase of additional property in Petersburg and was 

instructed by the board to advise the owners of the 

position the board is taking with the property at this 

time. 

In the absence of attorneyjerry Tice, manager Smith 

brought the board up-to-date on the pending litigation 

of the FRIER group, EPA activities dealing with 

Missouri Electric Works, and cases pending under the 

Electric Power Supplier’s Act. 

Pillsbury reviewed the proposed insurance package 

for Menard Electric Cooperative for 1988, and the 

board approved his recommendations. Manager Smith 

presented the results of the annual inventory, and the 

board approved an inventory adjustment subject to 

approval of the auditor. 

Director Carls, the alternate director to the Associa¬ 

tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, reported on the 

AIEC activities. 

Director Lepper reported on the activities of the 

WIPCO board. He said the WIPCO budget for 1988 

had been approved at the last board meeting and the 

assessment schedule for 1988 had been adopted. He 

also reported activities were progressing on the 

proposed merger of Soyland and WIPCO. The WIPCO 

board had approved the search for a consulting firm 

to evaluate the proposed merger agreement of 

Soyland/WIPCO. 

The board nominated the following for directors to 

be elected at the WIPCO annual meeting on March 8, 

1988; Lepper, director; manager Smith, director; and 

Cline, alternate. 

The board approved the agreement for electric 

service for William Atwater and the inventory of work 

orders for the month of October 1987. 

The board approved the payment of bills for the 

month of November as represented by the list of checks 

provided. 

I he membership application for the month of 

November were approved, as were the directors special 

occasion vouchers. 

The board decided the regular January meeting 

would be held Monday, January 25, starting at 1 p.m. 

fhe board then discussed the need for a special 

meeting to approve the budget for 1988 and review the 

rate proposals of Southern Engineering upon 

completion of their rate study. A special board meeting 

to review the budget and the rate study was scheduled 

for Friday, January 15, starting at 1 p.m. 

Manager Smith reminded the directors of a seminar 

to be held at the AIEC the first week in January, the 

sessions to be January 5 and 6 or 7 and 8. All directors 

indicated the session they would like to attend. 

There being no further business. The meeting 

adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 

Another sign of the times 
Posted at a Community Senior Center: “As you ripen 

to maturity, life holds many temptations ... Have you 

missed any?” 

"Most Americans are in the middle income bracket. 

They make too much money to qualify for food stamps 

and not enough to buy postage stamps.” 
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Co-op Comments 
On February 2, your Cooperative received a letter 

from one of its members indicating that they had 
recently observed people stealing gasoline from their 
storage tanks at their farm residence. This theft occur¬ 
red even though the tanks were near a residence. 

It appears that there are substantial number of rural 
thefts occurring, and this points out more than ever 
the need for security lighting throughout the 
Cooperative service area. In the above situation, it ap¬ 
pears that law authorities are near to solving the case, 
and the Cooperative member asked that we use this 
method to warn others who may become victims. 

If you would like more information on security-type 
lighting, please contact the office. 

M. Orene Lynn of Tallula completed 20 years of ser¬ 
vice with your Cooperative on February 1. Orene is an 
assistant data processing operator for your 
Cooperative. 

Borland W. Smith, manager of the Cooperative, com¬ 
pleted 30 years of service with Menard Electric on 
February 17. Initially hired as a power use adviser for 
the Cooperative, Borland has been manager since May 
of 1986. 

ing facilities of drainage districts in Illinois. In addi¬ 
tion, Warren recently won a blue ribbon for his par¬ 
ticipation with the “Construction of Earth Tube Heat 
Exchangers.” 

Take this fire 
safety quiz 

Every week should be fire prevention week, so as a 
public service we would like to ask you some questions 
about fire safety. Knowing the right answers could save 
your life. 

1. A home escape plan should include: 
a. two planned exits from each room 
b. practicing escape routes 
c. designating a meeting place outside 

the home 
d. All of the above 

(Correct answer is d) 

2. A home should have a smoke detector on each 
level (each story), especially outside the: 
a. bedrooms 
b. living room 
c. kitchen 
d. bathroom 

Warren B. Goetsch, a director of your Cooperative 
and an area extension engineer for the University of 
Illinois, recently completed a six-month study review¬ 

(Correct answer is a) 

Remembering the answers to above questions could 
save your life. 

Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative held its regular meeting 

on Monday, January 25, 1988, the meeting being call¬ 
ed to order at 1 p.m. by board president Morris L. Bell. 
Birectors present were: Meredith L. Worner, Michael 
E. Carls, Carroll F. Cline, Robert I. Brauer, Bale R. Lep- 
per, Warren B. Goetsch, and James G. Graff. Birector 
Edward L. Allspach was absent. Also attending were at¬ 
torney Charles K. Smith, staff assistant Gerald E. 
Hedberg, special services coordinator Earl L. Pillsbury, 
and manager Borland w. Smith. 

After roll call and approval of the agenda, the 
minutes of the Becember 28, 1987 meeting were ap¬ 
proved as presented. Also, the minutes of the special 

'   HI ) 

board meeting of January 15, 1988, were approved as 
presented. Manager Smith reviewed the financial 
reports for the month of Becember. Again, because of 
the unseasonably warm month, kilowatt-hour sales have 
fallen behind budget. Even though the Cooperative's 
other expenses are less than budgeted, the Cooperative 
had an operating loss for the third month in a row. The 
Cooperative showed a loss of approximately $56,000 
for the year 1987. The board had been advised of this 
at the special meeting. This established the need for 
the rate adjustment to assure adequate revenue for the 
year 1988. In spite of the operating loss, the 
Cooperative’s net equity for the year increased from 
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36.9 percent to 37.6 percent. Manager Smith reviewed 
the outage summary for December and also for the 
year. The outages for December were higher than the 
same period last year due to the ice and snow storm 
of December 14-15. Even with those taken into con¬ 
sideration, the average consumer outage hours for the 
year 1987 were down considerably from those in 1986. 
The safety report for December show no recordable 
accidents. The safety report for 1987 indicated there 
were four recordable incidents. Manager smith review¬ 
ed with the board CFC’s certification for compliance 
and the board adopted a resolution acknowledging the 
manager’s compliance with the CFG loan requirements. 

Manager Smith reviewed with the board the rate ad¬ 
justments made by the Cooperative in the past 10 years. 
The board also reviewed the security light rates and 
adopted the revision to the security light rate for high 
pressure sodium at $5.50/month and mercury vapor at 
$7.35/month, effective with the March billing. 

Attorney Jerry Tice reviewed the status of the FRIER 
litigation and several cases the Cooperative has in 
regard to the Electric Power Supplier’s Act. 

Manager Smith and attorney Smith reviewed the re¬ 
cent developments with Cole Energy and its request for 
co-generation. 

Robert I. Brauer, chairman of the annual meeting 
committee, reported to the board on the recent ac¬ 
tivities of the annual meeting committee. The annual 
meeting will be held Saturday, June 11, at the PORTA 
High School Auditorium. The general format of the 
meeting will be the same as it has been in past years. 

Manager Smith reported to the board on the recent 
meeting of the “potential responsible parties” (PRPs) 
in regard to the EPA request for cleanup at Missouri 
Electric Works. Manager Smith requested the board’s 
approval to serve on the cost allocation committee 
along with several other PRPs. 

President Bell discussed with the board a recent let¬ 
ter he had received from member Lewis Powell. The 
board discussed this letter and directed the manager 
to respond, expressing the board’s concern and the fact 
that they appreciate the concern of the members. 

The board considered the contract for right-of-way 
clearing with Burton Tree Service for 1988. After 
discussion the board approved the contract with Bur¬ 
ton Tree Service. The board then suggested that 
management may wish to consider bids from other 
right-ol-way clearing services next year. 

Morris Bell reported on the activities of the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. He also mention¬ 
ed a workshop for directors would be held at the end 
of February and first week of March. 

Manager Smith reported on the WIPCO activities for 
the month of December. WIPCO has engaged the con¬ 
sulting firm of Burns and McDonald to evaluate the 
proposed merger agreement for Soyland and WIPCO. 
The WIPCO board also revised the wholesale assess¬ 
ment schedule at their January meeting by revising the 
budget needs. This will result in lower fixed costs to 
the member distribution cooperatives. 
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The board considered the uncollectible accounts for 
write off, and after some discussion the write off was 
approved as presented. The inventory of work orders 
for November was approved and the payment of bills 
for December represented by a list of checks, was also 
approved. 

The board approved the membership applications 
for December. The report from special services coor¬ 
dinator Pillsbury, covering the fourth quarter of 1987, 
was also approved. 

The special occasion vouchers, for the directors for 
the month of December were approved. 

The meeting for February was scheduled for 
February 22 at 1 p.m. 

There being no further business, the meeting ad¬ 
journed at 5:55 p.m. 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 
held a special meeting on Friday, January 15,1988. The 
meeting was called to order at 1 p.m. by the president 
Morris L. Bell. Directors present in addition to Bell 
were Robert I. Brauer, James G. Graff, Dale R. Lepper, 
Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. Cline, Meredith L. Worner, 
and Warren D. Goetsch. Director Allspach was absent. 
Also present were manager Smith; speccial services 
coordinator Pillsbury; staff assistant Hedberg; and at¬ 
torney Charles K. Smith. 

The purpose of the special meeting was to review the 
1988 operating budget of the Cooperative and to 
review the cost-of-service and rate study recently com¬ 
pleted by Southern Engineering. 

Manager Smith reviewed the tentative year-end 
report for 1987. He indicated that the Cooperative 
would operate at a near zero margin or possibly have 
an operating deficit. The board considered the 
possibility of deferring expenses into 1988, but decid¬ 
ed this would not solve any problems and, therefore, 
decided to let 1987 stand as it was tentatively reported 
by the manager. 

The board reviewed the proposed expense budget 
for the year 1988 and after discussion and clarification 
on a number of details the board approved the expense 
budget for 1988. 

The board then reviewed the revenue budget for 
1988 but withheld further action on the revenue por¬ 
tion of the budget until they have had a chance to 
review the cost-of-service and rate study completed by 
Southern Engineering. 

Jack Gaines of Southern Engineering presented to 
the board the cost-of-service-study and reviewed the 
proposed rate adjustment Southern Engineering was 
recommending. 

After considerable discussion, the board adopted the 
proposed 3 percent rate adjustment as presented by 
Jack Gaines. The new rate will take affect with the 
March 1988 billing. 

The board approved the revenue budget for 1988 
reflecting the proposed rate adjustment. 

There being no further business the meeting 
adjourned. 



New rate schedules adopted by board 
Dear Menard Electric Cooperative Member-Owner: 

Having just completed a retail rate and cost-of-service study, your board of directors have reluctantly 
adopted new retail rates for Menard Electric Cooperative members. 

The new rates will become effective with energy used after the February meter reading period. The 
energy bills rendered on and after March 31, 1988, will reflect the rate adjustment. 

The change in the retail rates will increase the Cooperative revenue by approximately 3 percent. It will 
allow the Cooperative to meet requirements of its lenders and provide a required times interest earned 
ratio of 1.5. 

The major adjustment being the elimination of winter/summer and spring/fall type rates. This will tend 
to reduce the cost per kwhr during the summer and winter, while increasing the cost per kwhr in the 
spring and fall. The new rate will be consistent throughout the year. 

In order that you may examine the rate adjustment for its approximate effect on your monthly usage, a 
summary of Schedule “A” (Farm and Residential Rate) follows: 

New Rate Schedule “A” Previous Schedule “A” 
Service charge per month: $16.00 $16.00 

First 200 kwhr’s per month 12.9 cents 12.3 cents 

Next 500 kwhr’s per month 9.7 cents 9.6 cents 

Next 800 kwhr’s per month 9.1 cents 8.9 cents S/W 
6.9 cents S/F 

Over 1500 kwhr’s per month 7.1 cents 8.9 cents S/W 
5.7 cents S/F 

The above charges are subject to the State of Illinois Utility Tax, currently in the amount of 32/100’s of 
a cent per kwhr used. 

A comparison of the new rate and the rate that has been in effect for the past two years follows: 

(tax not included) 
NEW RATE OLD RATE 

200 kwhr’s/month $41.80 $40.60 

500 kwhr’s/month 70.90 69.40 

800 kwhr’s/month 99.40 97.50 Sum/Wint 
95.50 Spr/Fall 

1000 kwhr’s/month 117.60 115.30 Sum/Wint 
109.30 Spr/Fall 

1500 kwhr’s/month 163.10 159.80 Sum/Wint 
143.80 Spr/Fall 

2000 kwhr’s/month 198.60 204.30 Sum/Wint 
172.30 Spr/Fall 

HP sodium security lights 5.50/mo. 5.25/mo. 

Mercury security lights 7.35/mo. 7.00/mo. 

For further information with reference to the adjustment of the Cooperative rates, we invite you to 
contact Menard Electric Cooperative and we will supply the information you desire. All rate schedules of 
the Cooperative have been revised and will soon be available in printed form. 

A dirty humidifier can put you in the hospital 
Warning: Your home humidifier could be poisoning 

you — in fact, germs you inhale from a contaminated 
humidifier could even land you in the hospital, doc¬ 
tors say. 

. Various bacteria and fungi grow quickly in the warm 
stagnant water inside humidifiers, and when they’re 
blown into the air and inhaled they can cause you to 
become sick. 

“Some of the illnesses that can develop are called 
humidifier fever and Pontiac fever,” said Dr. Paul 
Edelstein, director of the clinical microbiology 
laboratory at the Hospital of the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

“Symptoms include fever, shortness of breath, chills, 

headaches, muscle aches, diarrhea, joint pains and dry 
coughs. 

“Some people even end up in the hospital for treat¬ 
ment of these symptoms, which will persist as long as 
the humidifier gives off contaminated air.” 

But it’s easy to avoid the problems — simply clean 
out the humidifier with soap and water, removing all 
slime and deposits, every two weeks or more frequent¬ 
ly, if slime is apparent or visible, advised Dr. Jean Joly, 
associate professor of microbiology and immunology 
in at Lavel University, Quebec, Canada. 

He added: “During the winter when humidifiers are 
used most, it’s extremely important to keep them clean. 
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Check out the ground source heat pump 
I he new year is here. Is this the year for you to check out 

the new ground source heat pump? Discover the savings and 
comfort it offers you. The technology of this system is new, 
but well proven. It offers the lowest operating cost of any 
heating and air conditioning system on the market today. 

The ground source heat pump heats the home by taking 
heat from the earth, compressing it and distributing it into 
the home. During the summer, the pump reverses and moves 
the heat from the home to the earth. This system is efficient 
because it moves heat rather than producing it. The heat 
pump moves it from the earth, which maintains a constant 
year-round temperature. The heat pump can also produce 
hot water. During the summer, this water is free, produced 
by the waste heat removed during air conditioning. During 
the winter it is produced at the same efficiency as the heat 
going to the home. Combining the savings of the hot water, 
the cooling and heating provides the member with excellent 
year-round savings. 

The cooperative has a rebate program to further en¬ 
courage members to install a groundwater heat pump. The 
Cooperative rebate for a GSHP is $333 per ton. 

Menard Electric is able to provide these incentives due 
to the lower demands created by this heating system. The 
lower demands mean lower wholesale costs to the 
cooperative. These lower wholesale costs will help all 
members. 

We will be happy to provide further information and the 
name of a dealer in your area, upon request. 

n 

Residential electric 
i space heating rebate request 

We do have a whole house electric space heating 
| system permanently installed and in use in our home, 
j We hereby request an inspection to verify that we do 
I have residential electric space heating, and to be plac- 
I ed on the Residential Electric Space Heating Rebate 

for December 1987 and January and February 1988. 

(If you are currently receiving a rebate on "All Electric Home," please do not send in this coupon.) 

L 1 

Name  

Telephone No. Date 

Address:  Acct. No. 

Cut out the coupon and mail to: 
Menard Electric Cooperative 
P.O. Box 279 
Petersburg, III. 62675 

Rural Home Energy Program 
Home energy conservation and weatherization 

grants are now available through the State of Illinois 
to help some electric cooperative members cut home 
energy costs. The Rural Home Energy Grant Program 
provides grants to qualifying low- and moderate- 
income members of electric cooperatives. These grants 
must be used to finance home improvements that will 
reduce energy use. 

Qualifying energy conservation measures include 
caulking and weather stripping, insulation, storm doors 
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and windows, heat pumps, replacement air condi¬ 
tioners, electric load management systems, and replace¬ 
ment water heaters and furnaces. All measures must 
demonstrate a 10-year pay back. 

Cooperative members whose income is 80 percent 
or less of the mean income of the are may apply for 
a grant of up to $1,500. Members whose income is bet¬ 
ween 80 percent and 120 percent of the area’s median 
income may apply for a matching grant of up to $1,000. 
Members qualifying in this category must fund one-half 
of the project’s cost. 

For information, contact your electric cooperative. 
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Co-op Comments 

The 51st annual meeting of Menard Electric 
Cooperative will be held on Saturday, June 11, 1988. 
The meeting will be at the PORTA High School, located 
at the west edge of Petersburg. Why not mark your 
calendar now and plan on attending this important 
event of your Cooperative? Your participation and in¬ 
terest are of importance and we hope each of you can 
attend. A drawing for attendance prizes will be held 
along with a pork chop dinner, which will be served 
beginning at 5 p.m. Tentative plans call for a child care 
center for children two years of age and older, as well 
as several exhibits. Again, we plan to have qualified per¬ 
sonnel available to perform free blood pressure tests 
for interested members. We look forward to seeing you 
on June 11. 

The December 1987 issue of the Saturday Evening 
Post included an article on the growing popularity of 
ground-source heat pumps with consumers nationwide. 

The post pointed out that ground-source heat pumps 
use less energy (up to 40 percent) during both summer 
and winter months than conventional air source heat 
pumps with supplemental heat. Several ground-source 
heat pumps have been installed on the Cooperative 
electric lines and from reports heard to date, the 
members who have installed them are very pleased. 

Heating with wood might be an answer to saving 
energy and money,” says Dr. Paul Kubic, pediatric lung 

specialist of St. Paul, Minnesota, “but the pollutants 
from burning wood can damage children’s airways and 
lungs.” 

Dr. Kubic says that long-term exposure to wood- 
burning stoves causes ongoing airway irritation and 
infection and could lead to asthma. He suggests that, 
if for economic reasons a family must heat with wood, 
they should be concerned about the kind of stove us¬ 
ed and the type of wood burned. 

When asked what form of home heat he would 
recommend, Dr. Kubic rates electric heat No. 1. 

Do you have an electric water heater? If you have an 
electric water heater and have not asked the 
Cooperative to place one of our load management 
devices on the water heater, you are paying up to $12 
per month more for electricity than necessary. Why not 
call the Cooperative today and ask to have a load 
management device placed on your electric water 
heater? The device would only be activated during the 
months of July, August, December, January and 
February. 

W. Todd Cloninger of rural Chandlerville was pro¬ 
moted to first-year apprentice lineman on February 8. 

The Menard County Rescue Squad, on behalf of the 
American Heart Association, instructed all the 
Cooperative linemen in a Cardiopulmonary Resuscita¬ 
tion course. All linemen and construction employees 
of the Cooperative will have successfully completed a 
first-aid course approved by the Red Cross by the time 
this article is printed. 

Safety concerns for farm families 
Questions to ask yourself now about farm safety. Only 

you have the answers. 
The service pole and 
service entrance 

Do family members and hired farmhands know 
where and how to disconnect power in the case of an 
electrical emergency? 

Is the grounding wire intact at the service entrance? 
Are the grounding wires on utility poles along your 
property intact? 

In case of fire, can the electricity be shut off to the 
particular building on fire without shutting off elec¬ 
tricity to the water pump? 

Are all disconnects and breakers labeled to show 
what they control? 

Machine shed 
Is it adequately lighted? 
Is the grounding bayonet on drop cords, power tools, 

etc., intact? 
Is the service entrance properly grounded? 
Are all receptacles in use properly grounded? 
Are drop cords properly sized and in good condi¬ 

tion with no sign of insulation damage? 
Are power tools such as circular saws, table saws, 

drills, jig saws, etc., left unplugged when not in use so 
a child couldn’t accidentally turn them on? 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/March 1988 16a 



Cooperative 
continues water 
heater program 
in 1988 
TO: Menard Electric Cooperative 

P.O. Box 279 (Water Heater Program) 
Petersburg, IL 62675 

I have installed a new electric water heater, 
which meets ASHRAE 90 standards in a residence 
served by Menard Electric Cooperative. 

The water heater has a capacity of 
 gallons. 
(Minimum of 40 gallons) 

The new water heater replaced: 
 Electric with Electric 
 New Installation 
 Gas with Electric 

Please send a representative to my home to 
verify the installation. The best time to find 
someone at home is  

I am the homeowner and am entitled to the 
one-time payment for installing an electric water 
heater. 

Name    

Address   

Account No.   

Phone No.   

Signature of homeowner 

(Please submit a copy of the sales receipt, show¬ 
ing dealer, size, type, brand and certification that 
heater meets standards) 

The kite flyer’s code 
Fly kites in an open field, away from electric power 
wires or transmission lines. 
Use only perfectly dry kite string — never wire. 
Do not try to remove a kite if it catches on an electric 
power wire or a high pole. 
Do not use metal in kite-making. 
Do not fly kites on or near a public highway. 
Never fly a kite in wet or stormy weather. 
Have fun — and be safe — when flying a kite. 
Produced as a service of your consumer-owned elec¬ 
tric Cooperative. 

Take this fire 
safety quiz 

Every week should be fire prevention week, so as a 
public service we would like to ask you some questions 
about fire safety. Knowing the right answers could save 
your life. 

1. One of the biggest fire risks in the kitchen is: 
a. unattended cooking 
b. cooking with loose, dangling sleeves 
c. small fry pans on large burners 
d. All of the above 

(Correct answer is d) 
2. The best immediate treatment for burns is to 

apply: 
a. butter 
b. ointment 
c. cool water 
d. first aid spray 

(Correct answer is c) 

Remembering the answers to above questions could 
save your life. 

FRIER lawsuit 
On January 7, Judge Simon Friedman ruled in favor 

of Soyland Power Cooperative and Western Illinois 
Power Cooperative (WIPCO) in a lawsuit filed by Lewis 
Powell et al. Judge Friedman ruled on several motions, 
but in effect gave Soyland and WIPCO the control of 
future lawsuits against Illinois Power Company concer¬ 
ning construction of the Clinton nuclear plant. 

The two power cooperatives have spent thousands 
of dollars in attorney fees simply to maintain their 
rights for settlement with Illinois Power over the final 
construction costs. The future lawsuit against Illinois 
Power for the proper accounting of construction costs 
of Clinton promises to be a long and involved 
proceeding. 

IRS offers free farm tax guide 
A free publication designed to explain how tax laws 

apply to farming is available by writing or calling the 
Internal Revenue Service. 

IRS Publication 225, Farmers Tax Guide, is full of 
information covering such topics as farm income, farm 
business expenses, tax credits, sales of farm land and 
soil and water conservation expenses. 

The Farmer’s Tax Guide was prepared by the IRS, 
with the assistance of the Extension Service of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, the Extension Service of 
the State Land Grant Universities and the Regional 
Farm Management Extension Committees. 

The guide is available by using the order blank in 
the IRS tax return package or calling 1-800-424-3676. 
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Grant program popular with members 
Approximately 90 members have shown con¬ 

siderable interest in the Rural Home Energy Program 
grants, which are available from the Illinois Depart¬ 
ment of Energy and Natural Resources. 

Your Cooperative received a total allocation of 
$39,000 from this State Home Weatherization and 
Energy Conservation Program established especially 
for electric Cooperative members. Of the applicants 
(as this is written), 11 members have received a total 
of $12,787; two members have received approval in the 
amount of $1,847; and 13 applications are currently 
awaiting approval in the amount of $15,339. Several 
applications have not been submitted due to the delay 
in securing the necessary estimates and/or bids for cor¬ 
rective work to be completed. (This is as of February 
27.) 

Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative held its regular meeting 

on Monday, February 22, 1988, the meeting being 
called to order at 1 p.m. by board president Morris L. 
Bell. Directors present were: Meredith L. Worner, 
Edward L. Allspach, Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. Cline, 
Robert I. Brauer, Dale R. Lepper, Warren D. Goetsch, 
and James G. Graff. Also attending were attorney 
Charles K. Smith; special services coordinator Earl L. 
Pillsbury; and manager Dorland W. Smith. 

After roll call and approval of the agenda, the 
minutes of the January 25, 1988, meeting were approv¬ 
ed as they had been mailed to the directors and 
presented at the board meeting. 

Manager Smith presented the operating report for 
January 1988. Kilowatt-hour purchases and sales were 
greater for January this year, due to the slightly colder 
January. Expenses for the month were in line with the 
budgeted amount, however, margins for the month 
were about $40,000 above the amount budgeted. 
Manager Smith also reviewed with the board the 
balance sheet and graphs of the operating statistics for 
the month of January. He commented on the outage 
reports for the month of January, which are com¬ 
parable to one year ago, however, a few more consumer 
hours was reflected. The safety report showed three 
recordable accidents for the month of January, two of 
which were lost-time accidents. They were minor in 

nature with a total of four days lost time. 
Pillsbury discussed with the board the request of a 

member to operate a grain drying and feed process¬ 
ing service off his irrigation service under the irriga¬ 
tion rate. After some discussion the board approved 
the recommendation of the staff in allowing this ser¬ 
vice to be operated under the irrigation interruptible 
procedures. 

Jerry Tice, attorney with Knuppel, Grosboll, Becker 
and Tice, then attended the board meeting and review¬ 
ed with the board the status of the FRIER litigation and 
commented on several Electric Power Supplier Act 

This program, which resulted from legislation 
approved by the Illinois General Assembly in 1987, is 
in the First of what your directors hope will be three 
years in which the grants will be made available for 
qualifying low and moderate income households. The 
funding in the second and third years, however, will 
depend largely on the success of this first year. 

Due to the number of grant applications currently 
in process, Menard Electric does not know exactly when 
its allocations will run out. It is possible that some 
members who have filed applications will not receive 
a grant this year. Interested members should continue 
to apply. Your board of directors is taking the approach 
that this program may be funded for the next one to 
two years and applications will be considered on a first- 
come, first-served basis. 

' nH 

cases that the Cooperative is currently litigating before 
the Commerce Commission. Attorney Charles K. Smith 
advised the board on the status of the litigation with 
Cole Energy and the company’s request for declaratory 
judgment as a co-generator. 

Manager Smith reported to the board on the 
activities of the Allocation Committee in regard to the 
Missouri Electric Works EPA cleanup at Cape 
Girardeau. 

Director Cline reviewed for the board the activities 
of the recent NRECA annual meeting, which he attend¬ 
ed as delegate along with president Bell and manager 
Smith. Director Cline in his comments indicated that 
in the business session there was quite some discussion 
on the activities of REA and the loan fund program 
and the way it is being administered. President Bell and 
manager Smith reviewed with the board the special 
panel sessions they attended during the NRECA annual 
meeting. 

Smith recently attended a legal seminar on the 
Superfund provisions for waste cleanup and com¬ 
mented to the board that their current actions in regard 
to the Missouri Electric Works cleanup were in line 
with what is being recommended. 

The board elected director Lepper as chairman of 
delegates for the Cooperative at the upcoming WIPCO 
annual meeting to be held March 8 in Jacksonville. 

President Bell reported on the current activities of 

the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives and 
commented that the Illinois Legislative Breakfast would 

be held on June 9. 
The WIPCO report was given by director Michael 

Carls, who attended as an observer at the February 
meeting in the absence of director Lepper and alter¬ 
nate director Cline. He indicated that WIPCO is 
refinancing. In addition to the debt being restructured, 

the refinancing of FFB loans was expected to be finaliz¬ 
ed today (February 22) in Washington, D.C. Manager 
Smith commented that the firm of Burns and 
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McDonnell attended the WIPCO meeting. Burns 8c 
McDonnell will review this report for all directors and 
also discuss the restructuring and refinancing progress 
at the meeting on Wednesday, March 2. 

Manager Smith reported to the board the recommen¬ 
dations of R.L. Quint, auditor, on the recent audit of 
the Cooperative’s 1987 operations. It was recommend¬ 
ed by the auditor that the equity funding, in the 
amount of approximately $2.3 million, be recognized 
as an expense on the Cooperative’s books for the year 
1987 rather than being carried forward into the cur¬ 
rent year. Auditor Quint was of the opinion that, as 
the Cooperative had an operating loss in 1987, this 
would be one reason to recognize this liability at that 
point in time, and (2) the deferred equity was actually 
due and payable at the end of February 1987 even 
though the Cooperative had a deferred agreement with 
Western Illinois Power Cooperative; and (3) that 
recognizing this liability, even though it would decrease 
the Cooperative’s equity at this point in time would 
make the financial goals of the Cooperative in the next 
few years much easier to obtain; and (4) in checking 
with REA auditors, REA also concurred that this was 

a proper method of accounting for this liability. After 
much discussion, the board approved the audit entries 
recognizing the liability and directed manager Smith 
to make these audit changes in the books and make 
corresponding changes in this accounting and also 
budget changes necessary for 1988 in changing the 
accounting of the deferred equity funding. 

The board approved the inventory of work orders 
for 1987 and approved the payment of bills as 
represented by the list of checks presented. 

The board also approved the list of membership 
applications for the month of January and the direc¬ 
tors special occasion vouchers for the past month. The 
board decided that the March meeting would be held 
on the fourth Monday of the month, March 28, begin¬ 
ning at 1 p.m. Manager Smith reminded the directors 
that names for the Nominating Committee were due 
in the next few weeks, also reminded them of the 
WIPCO annual meeting and the upcoming director 
seminars to be held the first week in March at the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 

There being no further business the meeting 
adjourned at 6 p.m. 

JRMESQN 

SMOKE ALARM 
3 year limited warranty 

Battery included 
$5.00 per smoke alarm 

(limit three per cooperative member) 

A new law in Illinois requires that every 
home have smoke detectors by July 1, 1988 
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Co-op Comments 
This spring and summer your Cooperative will again 

be testing poles. This year the poles will be tested in 
the Virginia, Beardstown, Ashland and Arenzville areas. 
Some 5,200 poles will be tested. The testing will be 
done by Midwest Pole Inspection of Lane, Illinois. 

We have been informed that when poles on private 
property are going to be checked, the property owner 
will be notified first, so that there will be no confusion 
or misunderstanding. If you have any questions, please 
contact Terry Entwistle at the Cooperative office. 

In order to provide better service to our members, 
we are constantly trying to improve our systems and 
upgrade our lines. Such is the case now, as we have just 
completed reconstructing a two mile stretch of line two 
and one-half miles south of Greenview. Soon we will 
begin constructing a three-phase line two and three- 
fourths miles north of Mason City along Route 29. 

We feel that these improvements are necessary for 
us to supply power to our members more efficiently 
and we are sure that the members in these areas will 
be pleased with the improvements. 

With the temperature beginning to rise, it may be 
time to consider installing a closed loop ground source 
heat pump. This source of cooling your home has one 
of the highest efficiency ratings on the market today. 

In addition to the high efficiency, your Cooperative 
will give you a rebate of $333 per ton of air condition¬ 
ing. If you have any questions concerning this program, 
please contact your Cooperative office. 

David Crosnoe of rural Petersburg will complete 15 
years of employment with your Cooperative on April 
23. Dave is a system engineer for your Cooperative. 

M. Suzanne Freeland of Petersburg completed 10 
years of service with your Cooperative on April 10. Sue 
works in the Data Processing Department as a data 
input operator. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gene McGee of Petersburg will 
celebrate their 25th wedding anniversary on April 27. 
Darlene works in the Cooperative office in Petersburg. 

Mr. and Mrs. Morris Bell of rural Chandlerville 
celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary on March 
14. Morris is president of the board of directors of your 
Cooperative. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Allspach of Mt. Pulaski 
celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary on February 
26. Ed is a director of the Cooperative from the eastern 
part of the Cooperative service area. 

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Goetsch of rural Williamsville 
are the parents of a son, Andrew W. Goetsch, born on 
March 24. Warren is a director of your Cooperative 
from the Athens-Cantrall-Sherman area. 

Robert I. Brauer of rural Oakford was recently 
elected vice-president of the Illinois Pork Producers 
Association. Bob is a director of your Cooperative in 
the Oakford-Greenview-Chandlerville area. 

The 51st annual meeting of Menard Electric 
Cooperative will be held on Saturday, June 11 at POR¬ 
TA High School located at the west edge of Petersburg. 
Why not mark your calendar now and plan on atten¬ 
ding this important event of your Cooperative? 

What to do when power is off 
If your power goes off, please follow these guidelines 

to help your Cooperative achieve a fast and safe restora¬ 
tion of your electrical service: 
1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check the meter pole. If you have a breaker on the 

pole, make sure that it is in the “on” position. 
3. If your service is still out, check with your 

neighbors to see if they have power. 
4. If the outage occurs between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., 

call the Menard Electric Cooperative office at 
217/632-7746. If the outage occurs between 4:30 
p.m. and 8 a.m. or on holidays or weekends, please 
call 217/632-2311. 

5. Please give the person who answers you call your 
name, account number and any other information 
you have obtained. 

Note: If your power is out for any other reason other 
than a breaker being off, do not try to restore service 
yourself! 
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<2 HD Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative held its regular meeting 

on Monday, March 28, 1988, the meeting being called 
to order at 1 p.m. by president Morris L. Bell. Direc¬ 
tors present were Meredith L. Worner, Edward L. 
Allspach, Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. Cline, Robert I. 
Brauer, Dale R. Lepper, Warren D. Goetsch, andjames 
G. Graff. Also attending were attorney Charles K. 
Smith, Earl L. Pillsbury, and manager Dorland W. 
Smith. After roll call and approval of the agenda the 
minutes of the February 22, 1988, meeting were ap¬ 
proved as they had been mailed to the directors and 
presented at the board meeting. Manager Smith asked 
R. L. Quint, Certified Public Accountant, to attend the 
board meeting. He introduced Quint to the board and 
asked him to review the 1987 audit report, which he 
recently completed. Quint reviewed the entire audit 
report with the board, answering questions in regard 
to some of the entries and comments in the audit 
report. Quint commented that the Cooperative in 
recognizing the deferred equity funding in the year 
1987 had caused a loss year, but that the advantages 
in stating this loss far outweighed any disadvantages. 
He also stated that REA had recommended this 
expense be recognized in 1987. He said that the finan¬ 
cial position of the Cooperative would be enhanced in 
years to come, because this expense was recognized at 
one time rather than stretched over a period of years. 
Quint also reported that the records of the Cooperative 
were in excellent condition and that the staff and per¬ 
sonnel were doing a very commendable job in handl¬ 
ing the financial business and records of the 
Cooperative. He also commented that the Cooperative 
as a whole was in a commendable financial condition, 
even with the extraordinary loss for 1987. 

After Quint’s departure from the board meeting, 
manager Smith discussed with the board the proposals 
that R. L. Quint Auditors had made for the fiscal years 
1988 and 1989. After some discussion it was approved 
that R. L. Quint Auditors would be retained to audit 
the Cooperative’s books for the years ending December 
31, 1988, and December 31, 1989. 

Attorney Jerry Tice attended the board meeting and 
reported on the status of the FRIER litigation and com¬ 
mented on the Electric Power supplier Act case cur¬ 
rently before the Commerce Commission. 

Manager Smith then presented to the board the 
operating report for 1988. As in January, kilowatt-hour 
purchases and sales for February were greater than 
budgeted, with operating margins over and above 
budget at this time of approximately $190,000 for the 
month of February. This makes the operating margins 
for the year to date approximately $200,000 over 
budget. Expenses for the month, other than power 
costs, were almost exactly as budgeted and are expected 
to continue this way barring any unforeseen extraor¬ 
dinary expense. Some variances within the operating 
expenses — maintenance has been a little higher than 
budgeted, with a little extra work being done due to 
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the storms experienced in recent weeks. He also review¬ 
ed the balance sheet and graphs showing the operating 
statistics for February and for the 12 months ending 
with February. Outages for the month of February were 
comparable to one year ago, however, consumer outage 
hours were somewhat higher. The safety report show¬ 
ed no recordable accidents for the month of February. 

Attorney Smith reported on litigation with Cole 
Energy Development and reported that nothing 
substantial had happened in the last 30 days. He stated 
he had filed the motions as reported to the board and 
was waiting the appointment of a judge to hear these 
motions. 

Manager Smith reported on his activities with the 
Allocation Committee of the Missouri Electric 
Works/EPA cleanup of Cape Girardeau. He advised 
that an agreement would be forthcoming for the board 
to consider entering into with the other parties respon¬ 
sible for cleaning up this site. 

Director Brauer reviewed the proposed amendments 
to the bylaws to be brought forth at the annual meeting 
in June. The board, after some discussion, decided that 
Articles III, IV and VIII, as presented by the By-Law 
Committee, be submitted to the members at the annual 
meeting in June for their consideration. Director 
Brauer also reviewed an amendment for Article VII of 
the bylaws in regard to the allocation of capital credits. 
This bylaw amendment was suggested by R. L. Quint 
Auditors in light of the operating loss for the year 1987. 
The board agreed that this amendment should be made 
and directed manager Smith to present this bylaw 
amendment to REA and CFC for their approval. 

President Bell reported on the activities of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. In his 
report he mentioned that the association had prepared 
several census studies, based on the 1980 census infor¬ 
mation, which is of value to the various cooperatives. 
After discussion, the board requested that a census 
study be done for Menard Electric Cooperative, using 
the eight counties in which the Cooperative serves. Bell 
also reported on the Director Workshop on financial 
reports of the Cooperative, recently held at the associa¬ 
tion. Director Carls, Brauer and Goetsch had attended. 

Director Lepper and manager Smith reported on the 

WIPCO activities for the month of February. Most of 
the Cooperative directors had attended the WIPCO an¬ 
nual meeting, however, for those who had not attend¬ 
ed Lepper reviewed the highlights of the annual 
meeting. Other than the standard reports given by the 

officers of the Cooperative, Thomas Eddy of the Rural 
Electrification Administration, spoke on the status of 
the restructuring of WIPCO’s debt. The term for the 
restructuring that is being developed was explained. 
As to the current activities of WIPCO, a newsletter had 
been mailed to all directors stating the operating 
statistics and the Clinton Power Station was being 
brought down for the scheduled spring maintenance. 
The Pearl Plant was now operating, and would be 
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operating from 6-8 weeks until Clinton was brought 
back on line. 

The uncollectible accounts were approved for write¬ 
off, along with agreements for electric service for 
several new services. 

Inventory of Work Orders for January 1988 were also 
approved. 

The board approved the payment of bills as 
represented by the list of checks and approved the list 
of membership applications for the month of February 
as presented. 

The board approved the Directors Special Occasion 
Vouchers for the month of February. 

Under “other business,” Pillsbury reported that the 
Nominating Committee would be meeting on April 4 
to nominate directors for the districts that had terms 
expiring this year. The board approved the 
Nominating Committee that consists of Herman 
Winkelmann, Tallula; Chester Stewart, Alexander; 
James Fischer, Arenzville, Robert Wildt, Chandlerville; 
Wayne Vanderveen, Havana; Dale Rankin, Manito; 

Richard Martin, Lincoln; Kenneth Weatherby, Athens; 
and Robert Lucas, Mt. Pulaski. Pillsbury also stated that 
the Cooperative had received a new quote for MODL 
insurance from Frank B. Hall, and after some discus¬ 
sion the board asked him to obtain a sample of a typical 
policy for our attorney to review and report back to 
the board at the April meeting. 

Manager Smith presented to the board the request 
from a member to attend the April board meeting. The 
board discussed the purpose of the member’s request 
and recommended that manager Smith write to the 
member that he is welcome to attend the April board 
meeting, present his request and discuss the same with 
the board. 

The board discussed meeting times for the months 
of April and May and it was decided that board 
meetings for April and May would be held at 6 p.m. 
Central Daylight Time. 

There being no further business to come before the 
board the meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 

How does a heat pump work? 
The ground source heat pump is a self-contained 

unit that provides cooling in the summer and supplies 
heat in the winter. It is designed to use the energy of 
the earth to condition the air in the home. 

The ground-source heat pump is a heat recovery 
system that achieves an energy efficiency level far 
beyond other heating and cooling systems. 

The ground source heat pump system consists of 
three basic components: the heat pump unit, a fluid 
supply and pumps to circulate the fluid through the 
pipe. 

In the closed-loop system, a solution continually runs 
through special plastic pipe buried beneath the surface 
of the earth. This pipe loop is connected to the heat 
pump unit. 

Fluid is circulated through the loop, extracting free 

heat available from the earth during the winter. This 
fluid is then circulated through a heat exchanger which 
transfers the heat to the air in the home. 

This cycle is reversed during the cooling season. The 
heat pump removes the heat from the interior of the 
home and transfers it to the loop via the heat 
exchanger. As the fluid is circulated through the loop, 
the earth’s natural cooling effect absorbs the heat to 
provide efficient, economical cooling. 

In addition to heating and cooling, the unit is con¬ 
nected to the water heater. Therefore, when the the 
unit is not using its full capacity to heat the home, it 
is heating water. In the summer months, when the unit 
is cooling the home, virtually 100 percent of the 
family’s hot water requirements are met by this efficient 
heat pump. 

New 
employee 

Kevin D. Keiser 

Kevin D. Keiser began employment with your 
Cooperative on March 7. Kevin will be working in the 
Member Services Department with specific duties in 

marketing, home energy grants, member services and 
will work with various and sundry projects on behalf 
of the membership of the Cooperative. 

Kevin’s most recent employment was with Aaron 
Rents, Inc. of St. Louis, Missouri. 

A graduate of Glenwood High School in Chatham, 
Illinois, Kevin attended Lincoln Land Community 
College in Springfield, Illinois, and Illinois State 
University in Normal, Illinois, and comes with a 
Cooperative background and interest in Rural 
Electrification. 

Kevin and his wife, Kim, will be moving into the 
Petersburg community as soon as housing has been 
secured. We welcome the Reiser’s to the Menard 
Electric Cooperative family. Please feel free to stop in 
and say hello the next time you are in the Cooperative 
office. 
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Electric Water Heater Load 
Management Program 

The Cooperative Load Management program has 
been implemented with the intent and purpose of 
reducing the KW demand during the months of 
January, February, July, August and December. A con¬ 
trol device on the water heater circuit will allow the 
water heater to be shut off for periods of no longer than 
four (4) hours. Members with a control device on the 
water heater circuit will be allowed a reduction on their 
bill of 3 cents per kilowatt-hour in the rate use block 
of 600 to 1,000 kilowatt-hours per month, with a max¬ 
imum monthly credit of $12. If you are interested in 
participating in the electric water heater load manage¬ 
ment program, please complete the information 
requested and return this coupon to the Cooperative. 
Please place my name on the waiting list to have a con¬ 
trol device installed on my electric water heater. I 
understand if I later request the removal of the same, 
the Cooperative will disconnect the control device and 
any monthly credit allowed me will cease at that time. 

Date 

Phone number 

Signature of Member 

Address 

Member’s Account No. 

Take this fire 
safety quiz 

Every week should be fire prevention week, so as a 
public service we would like to ask you some questions 
about fire safety. Knowing the right answers could save 
your life. 
1. If you think there is a fire on the other side of 

a closed door, you should FIRST: 
a. Feel the door. 
b. Open it slowly. 
c. Open it quickly. 
d. Cover yourself with blankets. 

(Correct answer is a) 

Budget billing starts 
in June — 
Sign up now! 

In June your Cooperative will again offer a budget 
billing cycle to all Rate “A” farm and residential, single 
phase services. The budget billing plan is a method 
whereby a member is rendered equal monthly billing 
for a maximum of 11 months. The budget billing cy¬ 
cle will begin on the June 30th billing and will end on 
the April 30th billing. The May 30th billing will show 
credits or debits depending on whether the member 
was overcharged or undercharged during the past 11 
months. 

The monthly billing amount is determined by 
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calculating an estimated average monthly kilowatt-hour 
usage based on actual usage for at least 12 months. For 
newer members, the budget amount will be determin¬ 
ed from an estimated usage based on the best available 
data. If you have any questions or would like to apply 
for the budget billing plan, contact your Cooperative 
office so we can send you the information you desire. 

Meter reader 
position available 

Your Cooperative has a contractual meter 
reading position open in the Elkhart-Middletown 
and Mason City-San Jose areas. Meters are 
generally read on the 19th, 20th and 21st of each 
month. 

Applications are being accepted from 
Cooperative members and if you are interested, 
please complete the form below and mail or bring 
it to the Cooperative office. 

Name:   

Address:   

Account Number: _ 

Telephone Number: 



Co-op Comments 

The Rural Home Energy Grant program for 1988 has 
come to a conclusion with your Cooperative providing- 
ing $58,500 to 51 members. These weatherization 
grants, from the Illinois Department of Energy and 
Natural Resources, were given for a variety of home 
improvements, such as installing insulation, high effi¬ 
ciency furnaces, high efficiency air conditioners, etc. 
All the members who received grants first had to meet 
certain criteria which were established by the Illinois 
Department of Energy and Natural Resources. Your 
Cooperative was happy to have been able to offer this 
program to its members and we’re sure that these home 
improvements will meet the satisfaction of those 51 
members and help them live a bit more comfortably 
during the summer and winter months to come. 

Do you have an electric water heater? If you have an 
electric water heater and have not asked your 
Cooperative to place one of our load management 
devices on the water heater, you are paying up to $12 
per month more for electricity than necessary. Why not 
call the Cooperative today and ask to have a load 
management device placed on your electric hot water 
heater? The device will only be activated during the 
months of January, February, July, August and 
December. 

Your Cooperative is always having to replace 
machinery and equipment as they become old and 
worn out, such is the case with the trucks you see our 
servicemen in every day. As these trucks reach the age 
at which they need to be traded in for a newer and 
more efficient model, your Cooperative has elected to 
change the colors from yellow to white. So during the 
interim you may see our servicemen in both white and 
yellow trucks. 

During this summer your Cooperative will be testing 
approximately 1,000 to 1,200 single-phase residential 
meters. 
This random testing will occur across the middle por¬ 
tion of our service area, starting in the area surroun¬ 
ding Bath and moving across our territory to the Lin¬ 
coln and Broadwell areas. This is just one more way 

in which your Cooperative tries to serve you in the most 
efficient way possible. 

Edward L. Rogers of rural Virginia completed 30 
years of service with your Cooperative on June 2. Ed 
is the area serviceman in the Virginia, Beardstown, 
Ashland and Prentice area. 

Alan D. Horn of rural Petersburg will complete 10 
years of service with your Cooperative on June 26. Alan 
is a staking engineer and works out of the office in 
Petersburg. 

Mr. and Mrs. Randolph Avery of rural Petersburg 
celebrated their 15th wedding anniversary on June 8. 
Randy is a leadman and works out of the Petersburg 
office. 

Annual meeting 
A major milestone in Menard Electric Cooperative’s 

history occurred on February 26, 1937. On that date 
a group of farmers and officials from various state and 
federal agencies gathered near a pole ready to be plac¬ 
ed in the ground near the Tipton School about one 
mile west of Sherman. 

Many Cooperative members will recall the above oc¬ 
currence and look forward to the 51st annual meeting 
of Menard Electric Cooperative, which will be held on 
June 11 at the PORTA High School, located at the west 
edge of Petersburg. 

Before the business meeting takes place there will 
be a free pork chop dinner served by the Cass County 
Pork Producers Association. Following the dinner, the 
annual meeting will begin. During the business meeting 
members will elect three directors of the Cooperative’s 
board. Members will also hear reports from manager 
Dorland Smith and president Morris L. Bell on last 
year’s events, the status of your Cooperative and what 
is anticipated in the future. 

The Cooperative will again have a bargain table at 
which small appliances and other electrical parapher¬ 
nalia will be offered for sale at reduced prices for 
Cooperative members. 

So why not mark your calendar now and plan to join 
your friends at the 51st annual meeting of your 
Cooperative on Saturday, June 11. 
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Board meeting report   ni j 

Menard Electric Cooperative held its regular meeting 
on Monday April 25, 1988. The meeting was called to 
order at 6 p.m. by president Morris L. Bell. Directors 
present were Meredith L. Worner, Michael E. Carls, 
Carroll F. Cline, Robert I. Brauer, Dale R. Lepper, War¬ 
ren D. Goetsch, and James G. Graff. Director Edward 
L. Allspach was absent. Also attending were attorneys 
Charles K. Smith and Jerry Tice, Gerald E. Hedberg, 
staff assistant, and manager Dorland W. Smith. After 
roll call and approval of the agenda, the minutes of the 
March 28, 1988 meeting were approved. 

Carl Ringer was welcomed to the board room and 
introduced to the directors. Mr. Ringer’s purpose for 
attending the meeting was to request a revised rate for 
services to isolated machine sheds, buildings, pumps, 
etc. The board explained to Mr. Ringer some of the 
things that needed to be taken into consideration when 
considering his request. At that time Mr. Ringer 
departed the board room and the board decided that 
the existing rates for seasonal services were appropriate 
for this service. 

Manager Smith presented to the board the Operating 
Report for March 1988. Kilowatt-hour purchases for 
sales for March were greater than budgeted and the 
operating costs for the month were on line with the 
budget, creating margins for the first three months of 
about $160,000. Manager Smith reviewed the outage 
summary with the board. He pointed out that most of 
the outages experienced during March were due to the 
power supplier outages, over which the Cooperative 
had no control. The Safety Report showed no record¬ 
able accidents for the month of March. 

Attorney Tice then reviewed with the board the 
status of litigation in which the Cooperative is currently 
involved. He stated that Judge Friedman ruled on the 
FRIER I litigation and informed the board that 
WIPCO/Soyland had been realigned as Party Plaintiffs 
and were being allowed to proceed with the case 
against Illinois Power. He also stated that Menard Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative was dismissed from this complaint and 
that the class action by the FRIER group was separated 
from this complaint creating two separate court cases 
against Illinois Power. Tice also commented on the 
litigation being heard by the Illinois Commerce 
Commission. 

Attorney Smith reported on the litigation with Cole 
Energy Development. He said a motion to dismiss had 
been filed and a hearing held on the motion. The Judge 
allowed the complaint to be heard and the Cooperative 
is now in the process of filing answers and preparing 
to produce documents that were requested by the 
Plaintiff. 

Attorney Smith discussed with the board the sugges¬ 
tion that other Cooperatives within the state share the 
legal costs with Menard Electric Cooperative in the 
Cole Energy vs Menard Electric. The board passed a 
resolution requesting the three G&Ts and two distribu- 
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tion cooperatives that were not members of the G&T 
to share in these costs. The resolution also requested 
that the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
coordinate and implement this resolution. 

Manager Smith discussed with the board the need 
for continuing maintenance on the radio tower and the 
need for painting the tower. He presented to the board 
a three year maintenance contract from Tower Services 
Inc., for the tower maintenance and relamping and a 
contract for repainting the tower during the summer 
of 1988. The board approved the agreement for 
maintenance and the tower painting contract. 

Manager Smith then advised the board of CFC’s re¬ 
quest for contributions to the CFC Integrity Fund. The 
board decided to contribute $250 to the CFC Integrity 
Fund to be used and credited to this account the same 
as past years contributions from capital credits. 

Western Illinois Power Cooperative has forwarded 
a resolution and an interconnection policy for the 
Cooperative’s consideration in regard to their request 
for waiver that WIPCO be allowed to negotiate with 
cogenerators and small power producers. The board 
will review the interconnection policy and said resolu¬ 
tion will be considered at the May 1988 board meeting. 

President Bell reviewed with the board the activities 
of the joint Corn Belt/Menard Electric board meeting, 
held on Monday, April 11. Most directors were present 
at the meeting, however, for those that were absent and 
as a review, president Bell reviewed the joint meeting. 
He indicated it was the decision of those present to con¬ 
tinue the investigation of a consolidation or merger 
of these two cooperatives. Manager Smith reported that 
he and Corn Belt manager, Jeff Reeves, were in con¬ 
tact with CFC and REA and were preparing to have a 
joint meeting of the Cooperative managers and field 
representatives of CFC in the near future. A joint 
meeting of the boards would be held sometime late in 
June. 

The Special Services Coordinator’s Report was 
presented and approved. In the absence of special ser¬ 
vices coordinator Earl Pillsbury, manager Smith 
reported the Cooperative’s energy grant of over 
$58,000 has been allocated to 51 members of the 
Cooperative. 

President Bell reported on the activities of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. He review¬ 
ed a number of bills that have been introduced into 
the General Assembly of interest to the electric 
cooperatives. The AIEC proposed budget for the fiscal 
year 1989 had been presented to the AIEC board. 

Director Lepper and manager Smith reported on the 
WIPCO activities for the month of March. Lepper 
reported on the general operation activities of WIPCO, 
including the statistics from the Pearl Plant and general 
comments made by Jim Greenwood on the Clinton 
nuclear plant. Manager Smith reported that the debt 
restructuring term sheet with REA was almost complete 



and WIPCO was expecting this in final form later this 
month. Smith also reported that the WIPCO board 
would be having a special board meeting to accept the 
term sheet and to review the merger plan. The board 
will be making a recommendation to the WIPCO 
members in regard to the merger soon. 

The board approved the Inventory of Work Orders 
for February and March 1988 and agreements for elec¬ 
tric service as presented. 

The board approved payment of bills represented 
by the list of checks and approved the membership 
applications for the month of March as presented. 

The board approved the Special Occasion Vouchers 
for the month of March. 

Under other business, manager Smith reported that 
the cooperative had reviewed the MODL insurance but 
was still seeking a bid from another insurance company 
and would report back to the board at the May meeting 

for a decision. 
Manager Smith reported on the activities of the 

Missouri Electric Works/EPA cleanup of Cape 
Girardeau. A meeting was held on April 19, in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, where several actions were taken 
in the preparation of working out a consent with EPA 
to cleanup this facility. One of the items was a group 
agreement that was agreed upon by all of the “poten¬ 
tially responsible parties” involved, which has been 
reviewed by attorney Smith and presented to Menard’s 
board for acceptance. The board approved the 
Cooperative entering into the group agreement and 
making the initial payment to the group as specified. 

The May meeting will be held May 23, at 6 p.m. 
daylight savings time. 

There being no other further business the meeting 
adjourned at 11:30 p.m. 

Load management posts winter schedule 

As you may recall, your Cooperative is constantly try¬ 
ing to save on fixed and variable costs in order to supp¬ 
ly our members electricity at the lowest rates possible. 
One of the ways in which this is done is through our 
load management of water heaters. In order for this 
to be successful, your Cooperative places a shut-off 
device on your water heater. Then, back at the office, 
your Cooperative monitors our systems load, and if this 
load becomes too high during the months of January, 

Request for bids 
The Cooperative will be accepting sealed bids star¬ 

ting May 1,1988, through May 30,1988, for a 1983 Ford 
Bronco with 80,000 miles. These bids will be opened 
at 3 p.m. Tuesday, May 31, 1988. The Ford Bronco will 
be available for inspection at the Cooperative office 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, May 
1 to May 30. Members of the Cooperative are invited 
to submit bids on the above and the Cooperative 
reserves the right to reject any and all bids. 

February, July, August and December, these devices 
receive a signal to shut the water heater off. The follow- 
ing is a list of dates, times and how long the water 
beaters were controlled during the most recent peak 
months. 
Date Time Hours Off 
Dec. 14, 1987 5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 4 hrs. 

Dec. 15, 1987 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 1 Va hrs. 

Dec. 28, 1987 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 3 hrs. 

Dec. 30, 1987 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 1 Va hrs. 

Total for Dec. 10 hrs. 

Jan. 4, 1988 5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 4 hrs. 

Jan. 5, 1988 6:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 3/4 hrs. 

Jan. 6, 1988 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 4 hrs. 

Jan. 13, 1988 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 1 Va hrs. 

Jan. 25, 1988 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 4 hrs. 

Jan. 29, 1988 8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 2 hrs. 
Total for Jan. 19 hrs. 

Feb. 3, 1988 6:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 3 Va hrs. 

Feb. 5, 1988 6:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m. 4 hrs. 

Feb. 8, 1988 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 3 hrs. 

Feb. 11, 1988 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 1 V4 hrs. 

Feb. 17, 1988 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 1 Vi hrs. 

Total for Feb. 13ya hrs. 

TOTAL FOR WINTER SEASON 42/4 hrs. 

Office closing 
Your Cooperative office will be closed May 

30 in observance of Memorial Day. The office 
will resume normal working hours on May 31. 
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Budget billing starts in June — Sign up now! 
In June your Cooperative will again offer a budget 

billing cycle to all Rate “A” farm and residential, single 
phase services. The budget billing plan is a method 
whereby a member is rendered equal monthly billing 
for a maximum of 11 months. The budget billing cycle 
will begin on the June 30th billing and will end ort the 
April 30th billing. The May 30th billing will show 
credits or debits depending on whether the member 
was overcharged or undercharged during the past 11 

months. 
The monthly billing amount is determined by 

calculating an estimated average monthly kilowatt-hour 
usage based on actual usage for at least 12 months. For 
newer members, the budget amount will be determin¬ 
ed from an estimated usage based on the best available 
data. If you have any questions or would like to apply 
for the budget billing plan, contact your Cooperative 
office so we can send you the information you desire. 

Local FFA banquet 
Petersburg PORTA Future Farmers of America held 

their annual Parents and Members Banquet on April 
14 at the PORTA High School in Petersburg. During 
this meeting the FFA heard reports from treasurer Matt 
Bell, crop report from Eric Boehm, and team recogni¬ 
tion by vice president Randy Gum, which recognized 
all the members of the various teams that have and will 
continue to compete in competitions throughout the 
state. President Doug Hollis then took time to 
recognize all of the contributors who have given their 
time and money to help support them throughout the 
year, which your Cooperative has done for 36 years. 
The final business of the day was a summary of the past 
year and the handing out of the top awards of the year, 

which was done by adviser Tom Patterson. The first 
award, which goes to a first year FFA members who 
shows the most leadership and potential, went to 
Megan Smith. The second award was the star 
Agribusiness award, which went to Elden Burch. The 
final and highest award given by the local FFA is the 
Star Farmer. This is an award for the brightest FFA 
member who demonstrates leadership, determination 
and willingness to learn and adapt to different situa¬ 
tions. This year’s Star Farmer award went to second 
year vice president Randy Gum. On a final note, dur¬ 
ing the recent sectional competition, Porta FFA 
members won 13 of the 30 possible events, which is a 
tribute to the excellent work that these young men and 
women are doing. 

Congratulations to all of the award winners and to 
all of the members on an excellent year. 

Tree trimming 
Spring is here and soon the countryside will become 

lush, green and beautiful once again. But with this 
rejuvenated beauty comes many summertime jobs, such 
as mowing grass, planting flowers and gardens, and 
trimming trees, the latter of which can become 
dangerous if you do not take some precautions. When 
trimming your trees make sure that there are no 
overhead lines near the tree. If there are, don’t take 
any unnecessary risks by trying to trim the branches 
yourself. You may not only endanger your own life, but 
you may also subject your neighbor to loss of service 
or cost your Cooperative time and money if the line 
should be damaged. You should rather inform us of 
the situation and let us take care of it so that there will 
be no danger to either life or property. 

Ideas are still the same 
There was a time, not long ago, when only 10 per¬ 

cent of the countryside had electricity and there was 
little hope for change, until, in 1935 the federal govern¬ 
ment formed the Rural Electrification Administration 
to provide financing and technical assistance. Rural 
people matched this effort with sweat equity. They were 
the ones who organized their neighbors and began the 
difficult job of stringing the wires across the coun¬ 
tryside. These local people owned and controlled their 
electric system. They elected a board of directors who 
set policies and guided the Cooperative in its service 
to the community. Today not much has changed, the 

Cooperative is still owned and operated by the 
member-owners, and the basic concept of service is still 
top priority. 
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Menard Electric News 
MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 217-632-7746 PETERSBURG, ILLINOIS 62675 

Co-op Comments 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Food 
and Drug Administration will be conducting a Food 
Safety Hotline. The “hot line” will be available for Il¬ 
linois residents for the months of June, July and August. 
It will be staffed by home economists from the USDA 
Meat and Poultry Hot Line, who will receive additional 
training to enable them to handle a broad variety of 
safety question. The “hot line” will provide basic food 
safety information, so, if you have any questions, please 
call 1-800-426-3758. 

Safety tips for summertime 
As work activities move into the summer season, the 

more intense farm work and home-yard care com¬ 
mands greater attention to personal safety. Let’s review 
a few guidelines to avoid or reduce electrical hazards: 

• When using electrical equipment outdoors, use 
grounded circuits protected with a ground-fault circuit 
interrupter. 

• Use electrical yard equipment (electric mowers, 
hedge trimmers, weed cutters, etc.) that has three-prong 
plugs and double insulation. Use with care to avoid ser¬ 
vice cable damage. 

• Avoid using electrical equipment outdoors during 
rain showers and in wet surroundings. 

• Be sure there is ample clearance between top edge 
of farm machines (including antennas) and the lowest 
overhead electric line under which machine is to travel. 

• Avoid raising irrigation pipe, well pipe, and other 
portable equipment, like grain augers, near or around 
overhead electric lines. 

• Prohibit kite flying around or near power lines. 

Walter R. (Casey) Duncheon of Oakford was in¬ 
ducted into the Illinois Athletic Hall of Fame on May 
17, at Illinois State University in Normal. Casey is the 
storekeeper for your Cooperative. We extend to him 
our congratulations. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Bradley of rural Petersburg will 
be celebrating their 15th wedding anniversary on July 
7. Mark is a crew leader for your Cooperative. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Atterberry of Petersburg will be 
celebrating their 10th wedding anniversary on July 1. 
Carl was the general foreman for your Cooperative 
prior to his retirement in 1986. 

outdoor electricity use 
• Avoid or reduce electrical equipment damage by 

installing lightning arrestors at building service en¬ 
trances and on equipment like submersible pumps. 

• Check all electrical-conductor/ground rod connec¬ 
tions at building service entrances. Be sure there is a 
secure bond. 

• Make certain that special equipment, like grain 
augers, are in plain view when they are switched on 
to avoid personal injury. 

• Keep all belts and equipment safety guards in 
place at all times except during “power off’ service 
periods. 

• Always use the proper size and type of protective 
devices, based on circuit conductor size and/or motor 
load (whichever is being protected). 

• If lamps frequently dim, or if TV picture appears 
to be irregular, have a qualified electrician inspect the 
wiring system. The condition may be caused by a lose 
connection, or it may mean the wiring system needs 
a rather complete overhaul. 

Tornado safety tips 
When the Weather Bureau learns of tornado condi¬ 

tions, it issues a tornado watch. Should a tornado 
develop, it sends out a tornado warning. Here are some 
tips to keep in mind: 

• Plan ahead of time where to take shelter. 
• If you must be in the field, stay within 10 minutes 

of your shelter. 
• When you learn that a tornado is headed your way, 

move to shelter. The safest place is an underground 

shelter. Because of the general direction a tornado 
takes, the southwest corner is the safest. 

• If you are in a vehicle and see a funnel cloud ap¬ 
proaching, try to leave the area as rapidly as possible. 
If you can’t escape the path of the tornado, stop and 
get away from the vehicle. Lie flat in a ravine or ditch 
and protect your head from flying debris. 

• It’s a good idea to take cover anytime you en¬ 
counter an unusually severe storm. Darkness or heavy 
rain can obscure a funnel cloud and its best to take 
cover just in case. 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/June 1988 12a 



<2 SD Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its regular meeting on Monday, May 23 1988. The 
meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. by president 
Morris L. Bell. Directors present, in addition to Bell, 
were Meredith L. Worner, Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. 
Cline, Robert I. Brauer, Dale R. Lepper Warren D. 
Goetsch, and James G. Graff. Director Allspach was ab¬ 
sent. Also present were manager Dorland W. Smith; 
special services coordinator Earl L. Pillsbury, and at¬ 
torneys Charles K. Smith and H. J. Tice. 

After approval of the agenda, the minutes of the 
April 25, 1988, meeting were approved as presented. 

Manager Smith then reviewed with the board the 
Operating Statement for the month of April 1988. 
Manager Smith pointed out that the Cooperative’s 
operating margins year-to-date are approximately 
$280,000 more than what was budgeted for this year- 
to-date period. Approximately $180,000 of the increase 
is due to the colder winter and the need for irrigation 
early this spring. The balance of approximately 
$100,000 is from the reduction in operating costs of 
the Cooperative. The maintenance expense has been 
down for several reasons, one being increased construc¬ 
tion costs so labor is being capitalized and also the pole 
testing program has not been started to date. It was also 
noted that the Cooperative line loss to date is 
approximately !/4 percent less than anticipated. We also 
have an increase in the number of new services being 
installed this spring. Manager Smith pointed out that 
the average power cost continues to decrease and the 
operating margins and rates of growth are continuing 
to increase. He also informed the board that the 
Cooperative had been advised by REA that the discre¬ 
tionary loan, for $2,498,000 had been approved with 
the following conditions: (a) That the Cooperative pro¬ 
vided to the administrator evidence that Western Il¬ 
linois Power Cooperative’s deferred payment would be 
paid in full; and (b) That the administrator and WIP- 
CO have executed a debt restructuring agreement. The 
interest on this loan will be 2 percent annually. This 
loan has been in process approximately one year and 
will provide the Cooperative with a low-cost solution 
to the deferred equity funding to WIPCO, and it will 
save approximately $1 million in interest expense over 
the 10-year life of the loan. Manager Smith informed 
the board of the success of the Rural Home Energy 
Grant Program, administered by the Illinois depart¬ 
ment of Energy and Natural Resources through 
Menard Electric Cooperative. Fifty-one of Menard Elec¬ 
tric’s members were able to make use of a grant for in¬ 
stalling weatherization and other improvements to 
their homes, totalling $58,500. The Outage Summary 
for the month of April showed an increase number of 
outages and outage hours most of which was caused 
by two major power supplier outages. The Safety 
Report indicated two recordable injuries for the month 
of April. Attorney Tice reviewed with the board the 

status of litigation in which the Cooperative is currently 
involved. Tice also commented on the litigation being 
heard by the Illinois Commerce Commission. Attorney 
Smith reported on the litigation involving Menard Elec¬ 
tric and Cole Energy Development. 

The board discussed and considered the intercon¬ 
nection policy with Western Illinois Power Cooperative 
and its request for a waiver to allow WIPCO to 
negotiate with the co-generators and small power pro¬ 
ducers. After discussion the board adopted the inter¬ 
connection policy. 

Pillsbury reviewed with the board the current plans 
for the annual meeting. 

The list of uncollectible accounts presented to the 
board for write-off was discussed and approved. 

Attorney Smith reported to the board on the cor¬ 
respondence that president Bell had received from 
Gruetzmacher and Company. 

Director Graff and manager Smith reviewed for the 
board the events and results of the recent legislative 
rally held in Washington D.C. 

President Bell reported on the activities of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperative. He inform¬ 
ed the board that the resolution requesting other 
cooperatives in the state to share legal costs with 
Menard Electric Cooperative in the Cole Energy vs 
Menard Electric litigation had been discussed at the 
AIEC board meeting. He said it was tabled until the 
next meeting to allow the various directors to discuss 
the same with their boards. 

Director Cline reported on the WIPCO activities for 
the month as he had attended the WIPCO meeting as 
the alternate director in place of Lepper. Cline 
reported that, in addition to the regular monthly 
reports, the WIPCO board had recommended the 
adoption of the plan for merger with Soyland. WIP¬ 
CO will hold a special meeting of its members on Tues¬ 
day, May 31, at 10 a.m. to consider the adoption of the 
plan for merger and vote on the approval of merger 
of Western Illinois Power Cooperative with Soyland. 

The board approved the Inventory of Work Orders 
for April 1988 and Agreements for Electric Service as 
presented. 

The board approved payment of bills represented 
by the list of checks and approved the membership ap¬ 
plications for the month of April. 

The board approved the Special Occasion Vouchers 
for the month of April. 

Under other business, manager Smith reported on 
the results of the meeting with Corn Belt manager Jeff 
Reeves, representatives from REA and CFC and 
himself. The continuance of this study is currently be¬ 
ing done by both cooperatives as they each prepare a 
long range financial forecast. These reports will be 
combined to see what savings might be made. We will 
then be able to make recommendations for concessions 
that might be needed from REA to effect a consolida- 
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tion of the two cooperatives. There being no further business the meeting ad- 
The June meeting will be held on June 27 at 6 p.m. journed at 10:50 p.m. 

central daylight saving time. 

Help manage our load 
Your electric Cooperative must provide adequate electric capacity 

to meet energy demands when electric use hits a peak. As peaks get 
higher, more power plants are needed to generate enough electricity 
to meet these peak demands required by consumers. The G&Ts also 
use this peak season in determining our wholesale power bill for the 
rest of the year. So, on the hottest days when everyone turns on their 
air conditioners, you can help your Cooperative control its peak de¬ 
mand by turning your thermostat to a warmer setting. 

Shifting electric energy use to off-peak periods helps make the most 
efficient use of existing generating capacity, delays the need for more 
power plants and helps to limit future rate increase by helping to con¬ 
trol our wholesale power cost. Remember, even if you are not on our 
load management program, you can still be part of the team by try¬ 
ing to watch your consumption between 4 p.m. and 10 p.m. during 
the months of July and August. 

Don't let your vacation cause a billing problem! 
Vacation time is here for many of us, and we would 

like to remind our members of two problems we have 
had over the years. 

The first and most frequent problem is that, in the 
excitement of going on that long-awaited vacation, 
many members forget to make arrangements to have 
their electric bill taken care of, whether it be by not 
paying the bill before they leave or by forgetting to 
make some arrangements with a friend or relative. If 
one or both of these arrangements could be made, it 
may help reduce the amount of payments made after 
the 21st of the month and may also save you a $1 late 
charge. 

The second problem we have had is that many of our 

Crop drying reminder 
If you are planning to install a new crop dryer or 

increase your existing drying facility by upgrading 
existing motor size, don’t forget to check with our 
Engineering Services Department before you buy. 

Many times what you, the member, perceive as a 
small addition can lead to changing out of poles, 
transformers and wires to meet your drying 
requirements. Occasionally it may require rebuilding 
a line of single-phase to three-phase. An improvement 
of this nature takes considerable time to engineer and 
to construct. 

Proper planning by you can eliminate last minute 
problems. The Engineering Services department is 
ready to assist in any changes in your service, be it crop 
drying or any other type of installation. 

members, in an attempt to keep their bills as low as 
possible while they are gone, will shut certain things 
off. But when they return and find that there has been 
little change or maybe there was not the kind of change 
they were expecting, they begin to wonder why. They 
call to find out and after listening and restepping 
everything they have tried, many times we find that 
they have forgotten to unplug one or two of the items 
they wanted to turn off. So, in an effort to try to avoid 
this, your Cooperative asks that, before you go, please 
try to recheck all of the items you want to be shut off. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
your Cooperative office for more information. 

Office closing 
Your Cooperative office will be closed Monday 

July 4, in observance of the signing of the Declara¬ 
tion of Independence, which was signed on July 
4, 1776, and was the first step in forming this 
great nation. The office will re-open Tuesday, Ju¬ 
ly 5, for regular business hours. 
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Differences in water heaters 
In many homes, water heaters are the second largest 

user of energy, and as the cost of energy continues to 
rise, it may be beneficial to know some of the 
differences between electric and fossil fuel water 
heaters. 

The first difference is in the insulation. Most modern 
electric water heaters have one and one-half to two 
inches of polyurethane foam insulation. Less expen¬ 
sive models use one and one-half inches of high densi¬ 
ty fiberglass. Electric units have the full level of insula¬ 
tion on the top, sides and bottom of the tank. 

Fossil fuel water heaters, on the other hand, use one 
inch of polyurethane foam, and on the less expensive 
models uses one inch of high-density fiberglass. These 
water heaters are insulated only on the top and on the 
sides. Because of the lack of insulation on the bottom 
of the tank and because of the free air path of the flue 
passing through the center of the tank, the water in a 
fossil fuel water heater is continuously losing heat. The 
reason for this constant heat loss is the fact that air rises 
through the flue continuously and with it goes some 
of the heat from the water. 

The second major difference is in the heating 
elements. Most electric models have two heating 
elements varying in heating capacity from 1,500 to 
5,500 watts. These heating elements are immersed 
inside the tank with one located near the top and one 
near the bottom. This enables electric water heaters to 
operate at 100 percent efficiency because all the elec¬ 
tric energy goes directly into the water. In hard water 
areas, the elements can become coated with mineral 

deposits which causes the element to run hotter and 
have a shorter life. The heat, however, is still put direct¬ 
ly into the water so the efficiency is not affected. 

The most common form of heating in a fossil fuel 
water heater is called underfiring. This is done by 
igniting the gas/air mixture with a pilot light and 
applying the flame to the bottom of the tank. This 
flame then heats up the bottom of the tank and the 
walls of the flue, which, in turn, heats the water. This 
type of heating is far less efficient because of three 
things: 

1. The air and space between the burner and the 
tank. 

2. The burner components become dirty and/or cor¬ 
roded and get out of adjustment. 

3. Build-up of sediment on the bottom of the tank 
acts as an insulator impeding the flow of heat. 

So, because of these three conditions, fossil fuel 
burners operate at a 68-to-85 percent efficiency. 

The third and final major difference is in the 
operating cost. Electricity is often thought to be more 
expensive than fossil fuel. This is true when only the 
cost of raw fuel is considered. However, the cost gap 
between electricity and fossil fuels has narrowed 
dramatically since the oil embargo of 1973. 

But relative fuel cost is only part of the story. Since 
electric water heaters are far more efficient than other 
types, they actually use less energy and with the load 
management rate, their operating costs become very 
competitive and in some cases, maybe even cheaper to 
operate. 
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Lineman demonstrates electrical safety 

Cooperative marks 51 years of service 
Menard Electric Cooperative celebrated more than 

51 years of service during the cooperative’s 51st annual 
meeting held Saturday, June 11, at the Porta High 
School in Petersburg. More than 800 consumer- 
members, guests and friends attended this year’s an¬ 
nual event. 

Before the business meeting, members enjoyed a free 
pork chop dinner served by the Cass County Pork Pro¬ 
ducers. Members were also given the opportunity to 
see numerous displays, purchase small appliances at 
a bargain table and listen to musical entertainment pro¬ 
vided by Clark Altig. 

During the business portion of the meeting, Gary L. 
Martin became the newest member of Menard Electric’s 
board of directors when he was elected to a three-year 
term. Martin is a Morgan County hog and grain farmer 
residing in rural Alexander. 

Martin replaces Dale R. Lepper of rural Ashland, 
who retired after serving in a director capacity since 
March 4, 1961. During his tenure, Lepper has filled the 
offices of president and vice president of the 
Cooperative and has represented the Cooperative on 
the Western Illinois Power Cooperative (WIPCO) 
board of directors. 
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Left photo: Gary L. Martin, new director. Right photo: Board president Morris Bell, center, with, from left: 
Dorland Smith, manager; Warren Goetsch, vice president; Robert Brauer, treasurer, and Meredith Worner, 
secretary. 

Members shop at Bargain Table 

Members reelected to the Menard board were Mor¬ 
ris L. Bell of Chandlerville and Edward L. Allspach of 
Mt. Pulaski. Bell, president of the board, has been a 
director since 1976. Allspach has served on the board 
since 1986. 

In his annual report to members, manager Dorland 
W. Smith said that kilowatt-hour sales for 1987 increas¬ 
ed by about 2.6 percent above 1986 sales. The 
Cooperative, he said, has continued its promotion of 
water heaters and high-pressure sodium security lights. 

Requests for bids 
Your Cooperative is accepting sealed bids through 

July 28, 1988, for a 1983 CMC truck with utility bed 
and 119,000 miles. These bids will be opened at 4:30 
p.m. Friday, July 29, 1988. The truck will be available 
for inspection at the Cooperative office from 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, to July 28. 

Members of the Cooperative are invited to submit 
bids on the truck. The Cooperative reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids. 

Smith said that after Menard experienced an 
operating loss during 1987, a rate study was conducted 
that called for a revenue increase. In March 1988, a 3 
percent rate increase was implemented as a result of 
that study. 

The manager also reported that WIPCO was able to 
acquire a debt restructuring agreement from the Rural 
Electrification Administration early in 1987. This was 
part of WIPCO’s effort to stabilize its wholesale rate. 

Smith said, “WIPCO was able to refinance some of 
this long-term debt to a lower interest rate, which will 
benefit both the Cooperative and the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration.” 

Menard board president Bell reported to members 
that the WIPCO member-cooperatives voted May 31 to 
merge with Soyland Power Cooperative of Decatur, a 
generation and transmission cooperative comprised of 
14 electric distribution cooperatives. ”We anticipate 
that the Cooperative will be able to maintain a stable 
•wholesale rate, due in part, to WIPCO’s obtaining 
restructuring of their debt, as well as the potential 
merger of Soyland and WIPCO,” Bell said. 

Soyland was to vote on the merger at a member 
meeting June 30, he said. If approved by Soyland 
members, Bell told members, the merger will be effec¬ 
tive January 1, 1989. 

Bell went on to explain that Menard will continue 
to have the lowest wholesale rate of the WIPCO group 
and one of the lowest rates among the 21 cooperatives 
in the merged organization. ’’The merger of WIPCO 
and Soyland into one generation and transmission 
organization should not alter the Cooperative’s 
wholesale power cost advantage,” Bell said. ’’With the 
continued use of load management and interruptible 
rates, we should enjoy that favorable position for many 
years to come.” 

During the business meeting, members also voted to 
approve several amendments to the Cooperative’s 
bylaws. 

After the business meeting, the board met to 
reorganize for the coming year. Bell was reelected presi¬ 
dent, and Warren D. Goetsch of Williamsville was 
elected vice-president. Meredith L. Worner of Manito 
was elected secretary, and Robert I. Brauer of Oakford 
was elected treasurer. 
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HD Board meeting report <z 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its regular meeting on Monday, June 27,1988. The 
meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. by president 
Morris L. Bell. Directors present in addition to Bell 
were Meredith L. Worner, Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. 
Cline, Robert L. Brauer, Gary L. Martin, and James G. 
Graff. Directors Edward L. Allspach and Warren D. 
Goetsch were absent. Also present were manager 
Dorland W. Smith;special service coordinator Earl L. 
Pillsbury; staff assistant Gerald E. Hedberg; general 
foreman Terry W. Entwistle, and attorney Charles K. 
Smith. 

After approval of the agenda the minutes of the 
meeting of May 23, 1988, were approved. Manager 
Smith reviewed with the board the Operating State¬ 
ment for the month of May 1988. He pointed out that 
kilowatt-hour purchases and kilowatt-hours sales year- 
to-date were exceeding the budget due to the dry spring 
and the early irrigation usage. Total expenses less the 
cost of power were down approximately $125,000. 
However,due to the extra kilowatt-hour purchases to 
date total margins were slightly behind budget. 
Manager Smith pointed out that the number of ac¬ 
counts being served this year was approximately 60 
more than at the same time last year. The general 
foreman indicated that this year we had a number of 
new housing starts and therefore the additional ser¬ 
vices. Manager Smith also reviewed with the board 
other statistics, graphs and budget analysis. He also 
commented that CFC’s interest rate for the month of 
June had risen by approximately one-quarter of a per¬ 
cent. The Outage Report for the month of May was 
reviewed and noted that considerably less outages and 
outage hours than were experienced for the same 
month last year. Manager Smith pointed out that there 
had been fewer storms and less lightening and wind 
than we normally experience in the month of May. The 
Safety Report for May was reviewed and there was one 
recordable but no lost-time accident reported. Manager 
Smith reported on the status of the Corn Belt/Menard 
study and indicated there would be a joint board 
meeting held during the last week of July. 

President Bell asked the chairman of the Annual 
Meeting Committee to review the annual meeting. 
Brauer summarized and thanked the management and 
staff for a job well done. There were 285 active 
members present at the meeting and 138 valid voting 
proxies. The board recommended that one of the goals 
for 1989 be that the notices be mailed in ample time. 

The board then elected delegates to the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives annual meeting for 
August; the Region V NRECA and District 5 CFC 
meetings to be held in Springfield in September; and 
the delegates to attend the NRECA annual meeting to 
be held in Washington, D.C. in February. President Bell 
then appointed the various board members to the stan¬ 
ding committees for the year 1988 through June 30, 
1989. 

President Bell then advised the board that Dale R. 
Lepper was no longer a board member and the 
Cooperative needed to elect a member to serve on the 
board of WIPCO. Michael E. Carls was then nominated 
and elected to fill the vacancy on the WIPCO board 
created by the retirement of director Lepper. 

General foreman Entwistle presented quotations on 
the purchase of a trencher. After discussion, the board 
accepted the recommendation of the general foreman 
for the purchase of a trencher. 

At the May board meeting a resolution was passed 
requesting the various distribution cooperatives to 
assist Menard Electric in the legal costs of Cole Energy 
vs. Menard Electric. The Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives, after discussion, recommended that 
this cost should be borne by the G & T Cooperatives. 
Menard Electric’s board passed a resolution requesting 
the three generation and transmission cooperatives in 
Illinois to pay the legal expenses involved in Cole vs. 
Menard Electric. 

Manager Smith then reviewed with the board several 
member problems and requests. 

The board discussed Turris Coal Company and 
authorized the manager to work out a deferred equity 
funding agreement with Turris. 

The Economic Development Rate adopted by the 
Cooperative several years ago was modified to fall in 
line with the changes in the Economic Development 
Rate recently adopted by WIPCO. 

Manager Smith had reported to the board last month 
that the discretionary loan had been approved and re¬ 
quested the board pass a resolution to be sent to the 
REA Administrator, indicating the board would pay in 
full to WIPCO it’s deferred agreement upon receipt 
of these loan funds. The resolution was passed by the 
board. 

President Bell reported on the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives activities. The budget for the next 
fiscal year had been approved and the association dues 
were increased by approximately 1 Va percent. He 
reported that the policy for payment of the annual dues 
assessment had been amended. The cooperative could 
pay the dues assessment in semi-annual payments or 
in one payment that would be discounted. The board, 
after some discussion, elected to pay the dues in semi¬ 
annual payments. 

President Bell reported on the status of legislation 
in which the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives is involved. He also advised the directors 
that three director courses would be offered at the state 
association later on this fall and winter. 

Manager Smith reviewed the activities of Western 
Illinois Power Cooperative. Other than the standard 
reports at the board meeting, he advised the board that 
a hearing in regard to the interconnection policy 
involved with the FERC waiver would be held June 29 
at 7 p.m. in the WIPCO office. 

The board approved the writeoff of uncollectible 
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accounts as presented and approved electric service 
agreements for two large power accounts. Inventory of 
Work Orders for the month of May and membership 
applications were also approved. 

The board approved the payment of bills 
represented by the list of checks for the month of May 
and the Special Occasion Vouchers for the month of 

May. 
Under “other business”, Attorney Smith reported on 

the Cole Energy suit and indicated that the Cooperative 
would be present at the hearing in Jacksonville on June 
29. 

There being no other business the meeting adjourn¬ 
ed at 9:50 p.m. 

Attendance prizes — 
51st annual meeting 

Supplier 
gifts 

Burton Tree — Gasoline can — Irene Bennett, Athens 
Burton Tree — 1 gallon bar & chain oil — Wilford Kolves, Bath 
Burton Tree — Chain saw cover, file & grease gun — Clarence Sprugin, Middleton 
Burton Tree — 6-pack two-cycle engine oil — Kenneth Thomas, Kilborne 
Burton Tree — Cap — John Timothy Hurie, Petersburg 
Electric Lab — Rechargeable lantern — Frances Stapleton, Ashland 
Fletcher/Reinhardt — 3-speed oscillating fan — John Schaad, Chandlerville 
Graybar Electric — Desktop pushbutton phone — Laverne Filers, Chanderville 
R. R. Kinyon — AM/FM clock radio — Wayne Watts, Green Valley 
Springfield Electric — Dimension II light fixture — Earl Murdock, Kilbourne 
U. S. Electric — Rechargeable light — A. Wayne Sarff, Bath 
U. S. Electric — Rechargeable flashlight — Dennis Sarff, Bath 
United Utility — Presto electric fry pan — Harold Deverman, Greenview 

Menard 
Electric 

prizes 

Proxy 
prizes 

Henrietta Aldag Chatham 
John W. Auxier Mason City 
Arend Bergman Emden 
Glenn Brown Springfield 
G. W. Conklen Sherman 
Woods Crum Virginia 
Dale DeGroot Ashland 
Robert Eisenhart Petersburg 
Kenneth Emme Forrest City 
Fred Fleck Riverton 
George Fleck Sr. Sherman 
G. S. 8c L. Fricke Petersburg 
C. Herman Gutman Petersburg 
Calvin Hall Athens 
Edward Hawk Buffalo 
Ralph Heinhorst Forrest City 
Hilda Hopwood Athens 
Curtis Kruse Petersburg 
Ora L. Martin Green Valley 
Nile Sanert Petersburg 
Emerson Sheets Havana 
Robert Stout Tallula 
David W. Turner Petersburg 
Doris E. VanOrman Forrest City 
Andy Victor Springfield 
Walter Winkelmann Petersburg 

George Allspach Mt. Pulaski 
Dick Edwards Dirks Petersburg 
Delbert Sielschott Kilbourne 
William Sloan Sherman 
Wayne Theobald Buffalo 

Hamilton Beach Steam’n Dry iron 
1- gallon water cooler 
Sears 1500-watt hair dryer 
Hamilton Beach electric knife 
Automatic drip coffeemaker 
Hot Air corn popper 
Hamilton Beach 3-speed hand mixer 
Portable electric fan 
Electric ice cream freezer 
Can opener 8c knife sharpener 
Can opener & knife sharpener 
Hamilton Beach electric knife 
Automatic drip coffeemaker 
Lunch tote 
3-speed oscillating fan 
Sunbeam fry pan 
Soldering gun 
West Bend food chopper 
Moist heat band w/cold pack 
Variable-speed jigsaw 
2- slice toaster 
Presto electric heater/fan 
West Bend hot pot 
1500-watt style dryer 
Automatic heating pad 
25-foot work light 

1-gallon water cooler 
1-gallon water cooler 
1-gallon water cooler 
1-gallon water cooler 
1-gallon water cooler 
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Menard Electric Cooperative has recently been 
upgrading an eight-mile stretch of single-phase line in 
the Rock Creek area just east of Highway 97. This helps 
us improve continuity of service and increases voltage 
regularity. 

On June 30th your Cooperative purchased a tren¬ 
cher. As you may know, in the past your Cooperative 
had to subcontract out all of the trenchingjobs to out¬ 
side individuals. Now that we have our own trencher, 
this will no longer need to be done and will save your 
cooperative time and money. 

Summer is almost over, and soon children across the 
country will be returning to school. This will mean that 
children will be walking, riding their bikes and com¬ 
muting on school buses in their daily migration back 
to the classroom. We, at Menard Electric Cooperative, 
would like to ask all of our members to give special 
consideration when approaching school crossings and 
school buses. Being extra careful when approaching 
these areas will help make this school year, a safe year. 

to $12 a month! 
That’s right! You can save up to $12 a month on your 

electric bill if you let your Cooperative control your 
electric water heater. 

The purpose of this control is to reduce the kilowatt 
demand during the months of January, February, July, 
August and December. In order to do this, a control 
device is placed on the water heater. Then, if and when 
necessary, the water heater will be shut off for periods 
no longer than four hours in length. 

With this ability, your Cooperative can receive 
substantial savings, which are passed on to the 
members. In addition, members will receive a reduc¬ 
tion of 3 cents per kilowatt-hour used in the rate use 
block of 600 to 1,000 kilowatt-hours per month with 
a maximum monthly credit of $12. If you are interested 
in enrolling in the program, please complete the in¬ 
formation requested and return it to the Cooperative. 

Date 

One July 30th Robert Burris of Petersburg married 
Tamara Richter of Springfield. Bob is a journeyman 
linemen for your Cooperative and works out of the 
Petersburg office. We extend to them our 
congratulations. 

Heat pump savings 
A lot of attention has been paid to heat pumps 

recently, with good reason. They are the most efficient 
way of heating and cooling your home, and through 
the money you save on your utility bills they generally 
pay for themselves in five to seven years. 

In addition, members who install an air-to-air heat 
pump will be entitled to receive a rebate of $250 per 
cooling ton. Members who install a ground source heat 
pump will receive a rebate of $333 per cooling ton. 

So, with benefits like these and many others, it’s no 
reason heat pumps are becoming so popular. If you 

have any questions or would like more information, 
contact your Cooperative’s member services 
department. 

Signature 

Address 

Account Number 

Telephone Number 

Office closing 
The Cooperative office will be closed on Mon¬ 

day, September 5, in observance of Labor Day. 
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<2 Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its regular meeting Monday, July 25, 1988. The 
meeting being called to order at 6 p.m. by president 
Morris L. Bell. Directors present in addition to Bell 
were Meredith L. Worner, Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. 
Cline, Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. Martin, Warren D. 
Goetsch, and James G. Graff. Director Edward L. 
Allspach was absent. Also present were manager 
Dorland W. Smith, staff assistant Gerald E. Hedberg, 
and attorney Charles K. Smith. 

After approval of the agenda the minutes of the June 
27, 1988, meeting were approved as mailed to the 
board. 

Manager Smith reviewed with the board the 
Operating Statement for the month of June 1988. He 
pointed out that kilowatt-hour purchases for the year 
to date were approximately 2 lA million greater than 
budgeted and about 4 million greater than the same 
period last year. Operating expenses for the month 
were approximately $20 thousand less than budgeted, 
and year-to-date expenses were approximately $145 
thousand less than budgeted. Net margins for the year, 
however, were under budget by $190 thousand due to 
the greater number of kilowatt-hours purchased for the 
same period. 

The Outage Report for May was reviewed, and 
manager Smith noted there were considerably less 
outages and outage hours than normal. The Safety 
Report for June was reviewed and indicated no lost¬ 
time accidents for the reporting period. 

Manager Smith presented a member request to waive 
the required deposit, which the board discussed and 
affirmed. He also reviewed the CFC integrity fund and 
outlined for the board the statement of the 
Cooperative’s account within that fund. 

The board then recessed the regular meeting and 
president Bell called to order a special meeting of the 
board. The purpose of the special meeting was to ap¬ 
prove and execute loan documents for the recently ap¬ 
proved discretionary conditional loan from REA. The 
board passed the necessary resolutions, approving and 
authorizing the officers to execute these loan 
documents. There being no further business for the 
special meeting, the meeting adjourned. 

President Bell reconvened the regular meeting of the 

BD 

board at 7:15 p.m., at which time manager Smith 
reviewed several reports from REA and CFC. These 
reports were statistical profiles of the Cooperative’s 
performance for 1987 and the preceding five or six 
years. 

President Bell reviewed the board meeting dates for 
the balance of the year 1988-89, and the board agreed 
normal meetings would be held on the fourth Monday 
of each month and the time of day for each meeting 
was set. 

President Bell requested the board go into executive 
session for discussion regarding the Corn Belt/Menard 
possible consolidation. After these discussions the 
board returned to open session. 

President Bell reported on the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives’ activities, reminding the board 
that the AIEC annual meeting will be August 9, 10, and 
11 and encouraged all board members to attend. He 
reviewed the legislation passed by the recent Illinois 
General Assembly that will affect the rural electric 
cooperative’s of Illinois. He provided a list of the train¬ 
ing classes for directors scheduled for the fall and 
spring of 1988-89. 

Director Carls reported on the WIPCO activities. In 
addition to the report of normal operating activities 
of WIPCO, Carls reviewed the recommendations of the 
Purchasing Committee in purchasing a derrick truck 
and an all-terrain vehicle to be used in patrolling the 
transmission rights-of-way. He also thanked the board 
for their recent attendance at the WIPCO district 
meeting. 

The Special Services Coordinator’s Report was ap¬ 
proved for the second quarter of 1988. The uncollecti¬ 
ble accounts were presented to the board and approv¬ 
ed for write-off. The board approved the Inventory of 
Work Orders for the month of June and the member¬ 
ship applications for the same period. Approval of the 
bills paid as evidenced by the list of checks presented 
for the month of June, and the Special Occasion 
Vouchers for the month of June were also approved. 

Manager Smith reminded the directors of the up¬ 
coming Region V NRECA meeting to be held in 
Springfield on September 13, 14, and 15. 

There being no further business, the meeting ad¬ 
journed at 10 p.m. 

Acid rain: U.S. vs. neighbor 
As the pressure continues for acid rain legislation 

in the U.S., one electric utility leader notes that: 
• In 1970, Canada exported 2.5 billion kilowatt- 

hours to the U.S., 
• In 1985, Canada exported 40 billion kilowatt- 

hours to the U.S., 
• In 1990, Canada may export from 60 to 75 billion 

kilowatt-hours to the U.S., if Canadian Energy 
Research Institute estimates are correct, 

• 45 percent of U.S. kilowatt-hours imported from 

Canada comes from nuclear power plants, 
• 55 percent of U.S. kilowatt-hours imported from 

Canada comes from fossil-fuel plants without 
scrubbers. 

With University of Texas’ Dr. John McKetta repor¬ 
ting that 70 percent of acid rain comes from nature, 
some “experts” might question whether our neighbor’s 
quest for acid rain legislation (by U.S.) is derived from 
a hidden agenda! 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/August 1988 12b 



Emission limits set for 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

has established standards for particulate emissions 
from new wood-burning stoves. According to EPA, 
wood stove emissions are responsible for the most 
serious form of pollution in many rural areas, especial¬ 
ly in communities located in valleys where smoke can 
be trapped. 

EPA’s new rule will apply to wood-burning devices 
manufactured after July 1, 1988, or sold after July 1, 
1990. Emissions will be limited to 5.5 grams of par¬ 
ticulates per hour for stoves with catalytic converters 
and 8.5 grams per hour for stoves without the catalytic 
devices. More stringent standards will go into effect for 
wood stoves manufactured after July 1 1990, or sold 
after July 1, 1992. The standard will be 4.1 grams per 
hour for stoves with catalytic converters and 7.5 grams 

wood-burning stoves 
per hour for those without the devices. Currently, un¬ 
controlled stoves emit about 30 grams of particulates 
per hour. 

The new standards, which were patterned after 
Oregon’s standards, are expected to reduce the 
amounts of smoke released into the air by 87,000 tons 
a year and the amount of polycyclic organic matter 
(POM) by 20,000 tons annually. Up to 820 cancer 
deaths annually may be attributed to POM according 
to an EPA study. The standards are expected to reduce 
POM by about 70 percent. 

The new stoves and fireplaces are expected to cost 
$120 to $200 more than uncontrolled stoves and about 
$75 for replacement catalytic converters which last 
about 2 Vs years. 

How to protect your electrical equipment 
Have you ever noticed all of your digital clocks 

flashing? If so, you probably had a power interruption. 
Normal power interruptions we would never even 

have noticed before can now disrupt our use of com¬ 
puters, video recorders and other sophisticated elec¬ 
tronic devices we have in our home. 

There are four main kinds of power disturbances 
that can affect electronic equipment: (1) transient 
disturbances, (2) noise, (3) voltage fluctuations, and (4) 
power outages. 

These interruptions are often less than 30 
milliseconds in length but cause damage and loss of 
memory in computers and other electrical equipment. 
Your eyes, on the other hand, wouldn’t even notice a 
power outage unless it is longer than 500 milliseconds. 

Transient disturbances can be caused by switching 
on and off of electrical motors such as air conditioners 
and fans. Very large transients are generally caused by 
lightning. 

Electrical noise can be created by radio transmis¬ 
sions, fluorescent lights and light dimming systems. 

Voltage fluctuations are usually indicated by flicker¬ 
ing or dimming lights. This low or high voltage fluc¬ 

tuation can result from overloaded circuits or the star¬ 
ting of large electric motors. 

The fourth form of disturbance is power outages, 
which is the total interruption of electricity and 
generally results from damage to the utility line or from 
circuit overloads in the home. 

Although these forms of interruptions or surges can 
wreak havoc with your electrical equipment, there are 
two kinds of protective devices available. 

The first type, and less expensive form of protection, 
is a power enhancement device which simply improves 
the incoming power. These devices will reduce or 
eliminate the effects of electrical noise, transient surges 
and voltage fluctuations. 

The other type is a power synthesis device which uses 
incoming utility power to create an isolated supply of 
electricity. This type of equipment can provide com¬ 
plete protection against all types of power disturbances 
but can be extremely expensive. 

If you have questions on power interruptions or want 
more information on how to protect electronic equip¬ 
ment in your home or business, contact your 
Cooperative. 

Electricity is a real bargain 
Electricity is a multi-purpose bargain. Electricity a 

bargain? Sure! Just compare the following costs. 
Dad’s Father’s Day card cost $1, but the 100-watt light 

bulb used while signing the card will operate for 10 
hours for 11 cents. Even a romantic evening candle will 
cost you about 50 cents. 

Your toaster costs $15, but you can toast two slices 
of bread every morning for 31 cents a month. At that 
rate, it will take you over four years to use $15 of elec¬ 
tricity in your toaster. 

The ever-popular video recorder operates for about 
75 cents, while a rented tape, even on special, costs at 

least $2. 
One can of a soft drink costs at least 50 cents, while 

your refrigerator-freezer keeps all your food and drinks 
cool or frozen for less than 45 cents a day. 

A regular knit short sleeve shirt will cost you at least 
$12. but you can wash that knit shirt five times for 30 
cents. At that rate, you will have to wash that shirt over 
200 times to use $12 worth of electricity. By that time 
I would suspect that shirt may be ready to be used as 
a dust rag, before the $12 of electricity is ever used. 

Sure electricity is a large part of your monthly 
budget, but does anything else do so much for you? 
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HEADS UP 
POWER LINES ARE HOT 

Tractor loader 

Folding cultivators 

Trimming trees 

CB antennas 

Coming in contact with overhead power lines can be a deadly mistake. Make sure 
you know the location and clearance of all power lines. 

Harvest season warning 
— look up and look out 

The harvest season calls for special attention to the 
dangers of electric power lines. 

If a vehicle or equipment extending from a vehicle 
should come in contact with an overhead line, the en¬ 
tire body of the unit becomes energized, however, oc¬ 
cupants of the vehicle are usually safe as long as they 
stay on the unit which is insulated from the ground 
by its rubber tires. 

Should you find yourself in this situation or witness 
someone else in a similar circumstance, make sure that 
no attempt is made to leave the vehicle until someone 
gets help from the Cooperative office or emergency 
squad. Be sure to keep other persons away from con¬ 
tact with any part of the energized unit or with any con¬ 
ductive objects it is in contact with. 
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If circumstances demand immediate evacuation from 
the tractor or vehicle, the individual must jump clear 
of the energized unit so that no part of the body is in 
contact with any part of the vehicle and the ground at 
the same time. Even on slightest contact, the body can 
complete the circuit to ground with disastrous results. 
Be especially aware of parts of the equipment exten¬ 
ding away from the main unit. 

The possibility also exists for accidents involving 
vehicles which have collided with power poles, guy 
wires, etc. Please be extremely cautious when working 
around power lines or poles. Cutting a guy wire or 
shearing off a pole could put the power line in con¬ 
tact with the equipment or operator. 



MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 217-632-7746 PETERSBURG, ILLINOIS 62675 

Co-op Comments 
As a reminder to members in the Bluff Springs- 

Virginia area, Midwest Pole Inspection is still in the 
process of testing some of the cooperative’s poles in 
that area. As you may recall, this is one of the things 
your cooperative does on an annual basis to help pro¬ 
vide good dependable service to our members. 

Mrs. Audace Herzberger of rural Virginia died on 
August 26, 1988. She was the widow of Audace Herz¬ 
berger who served your Cooperative as a member of 
the board of directors from February 24, 1947 to 
December 1, 1968. Funeral service for Mrs. Herzberger 
was held on August 30 at Beardstown. We extend our 
sympathy to the Herzberger family. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dwaine Heyen of rural Petersburg are 
the parents of a son, Alex, born June 24. He was greeted 
by his brother, Eric. Dwaine is an apprentice lineman 
for your Cooperative. 

Now is a good time to replace the filter in your forced 
air furnace. It is also a good time to plan your 
weatherization needs for the coming winter or you may 
pay more for heating this winter than you should. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Graff of rural Middletown 
celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary on 
September 12. Jim is a director for your Cooperative, 
representing the Middletown-Mason City-New Holland 
areas. 

An add-on heat pump is something you may want 
to consider if you are thinking of installing a new air 
conditioner. For just a few dollars more you will get 
a high efficiency system which will not only lower the 
cost of cooling but also lower the cost of heating your 
home this winter and the winters that follow. In addi¬ 
tion to this, your cooperative will pay $250 per cool¬ 
ing ton to a member who installs a heat pump with an 
EER rating of 9.0 or greater. This rebate will, in many 
cases, make the heat pump a less expensive buy than 
a standard central air conditioning unit. 

Rural Home Energy Grant Program offered again in 1988 
The Illinois Legislature has again approved funding 

for the Rural Home Energy Grant Program. This bill 
enables the Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources to provide financial assistance to low- and 
moderate-income individuals for weatherization and 
energy-saving improvements on their homes. The in¬ 
dividuals who receive the grants must be serviced by 
a rural electric cooperative. 

The guidelines for this year’s program are very 
similar to last year’s program, with $1,500 being the 
maximum grant given for any improvement. The 

Cooperative will provide energy audits and determine 
whether the proposed improvements meet all of the 
standards required by ENR. 

The Cooperative will also help in submitting applica¬ 
tions and doing follow up inspections when the work 
is completed. The following is a list of income 
guidelines and the maximum grant you may be entitl¬ 
ed to. If you are interested and feel you may qualify, 
contact the Menard Electric Cooperative office for 
more information. 

Income guidelines for Menard Electric Cooperative members: 

100% Grant Up to $1,500 50% Grant Up to $1,000 

Family Size Family Income Family Size Family Income 

1 less than $16,956 1 $16,956 - 25,433 
2 less than $19,372 2 $19,372 - 29,058 
3 less than $21,794 3 $21,794 - 32,692 
4 less than $24,222 4 $24,222 - 36,333 
5 less than $25,739 5 $25,739-$38,608 
6 less than $27,250 6 $27,250 - 40,875 
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HD Board meeting report -<z 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 
held its regular meeting Monday, August 22, 1988. The 
meeting being called to order at 6 p.m. by president 
Morris L. Bell. Directors present in addition to Bell 
were Meredith L. Worner, Michael E. Carls, Robert I. 
Brauer, Gary L. Martin, Warren D. Goetsch, and James 
G. Graff. Directors Edward L. Allspach and Carroll F. 
Cline were absent. Also present were manager Dorland 
W. Smith, staff assistant Gerald E. Hedberg, special ser¬ 
vices coordinator Earl L. Pillsbury and attorney Homer 
J. Tice. 

After approval of the agenda, the minutes of the July 
25, 1988, meeting were approved as presented to the 
board. Also the minutes of the special board meeting 
held on July 25, 1988, were approved as presented to 
the board. Manager Smith then presented the 
Manager’s Monthly Operating Report for the month 
of July 1988. Smith pointed out that kilowatt-hour pur¬ 
chases were approximately two million greater than 
were budgeted for the month and approximately four 
million greater for the same period last year. Net 
margins for the year-to-date period are approximately 
$250,000 less than budget due to the greater number 
of kilowatt-hours purchased for this period. He 
distributed a sales summary by rate classification in¬ 
dicating sales to the residential class were up over last 
year. Sales for irrigation were approximately double 
what they were for the same period last year. Manager 
Smith commented that margins should begin to in¬ 
crease as we will be receiving the revenues from the 
increased kilowatt-hours purchased. 

The Outage Summary for July was also reviewed, 
there were considerably less outage hours than normal 
due to the absence of summer storms. The Safety 
Report for July was also reviewed and indicated no lost 
time accidents for the reporting period. 

Manager Smith reported on the activities of the com¬ 
mittee in regard to the proposed cleanup activities of 
the site at Missouri Electric Works. As a member of the 
Allocation Committee, he reported in detail some of 
the activities of the Allocation Committee Meeting held 
in St. Louis. 

Attorney Tice reported on various items of litigation 
in which the Cooperative is involved. He stated that 
nothing of significance had transpired in the last 30-60 
days. 

The board discussed the possible purchase of addi¬ 
tional property and gave instructions to the building 
committee on how to proceed. 

Special services coordinator Pillsbury gave a report 

to the board on the Electric Heat Rebate Program that 
was started two years ago of a refund to be used for 
electric heating, provided by WIPCO. After discussion, 
it was decided to continue the 4.4 cent per kilowatt- 
hour rebate for the winter 1988-89. Homes with elec¬ 
tric heat as the primary heat source, will receive the 
rebate on kilowatt-hours consumed over 1,000 per 
month for December, January and February. The 
Cooperative will budget for any additional cost over 
and above the balance of the WIPCO rebate refunds. 

Manager Smith reported on Corn Belt Electric 
Cooperative and Menard Electric Cooperative joint 
board meetings. 

Directors attending the recent Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives annual meeting held in 
Springfield, reviewed the various activities and sessions 
that were held. As there was no Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperative board meeting held recently, 
president Bell commented on the reorganizational 
meeting of the Association and reported on the officers 
elected and the planned activities for the coming year. 

Director Carls reported on the WIPCO activities in 
addition to the normal operating and production 
reports. He said the Clinton plant was operating ex¬ 
tremely well during the unseasonably hot summer, in 
spite of the fact that the lake temperature was higher 
than anticipated. An additional waiver in number of 
days that higher temperatures could be experienced 
in the lake could be obtained from the EPA. He also 
reported on the activities in regard to the upcoming 
merger of WIPCO/Soyland. 

Agreements for Electric Service as presented to the 
board were approved. 

Inventory of Work Orders for July 1988 and payment 
of bills as represented in the list of checks presented 
or the month of July 1988 were approved. 

Applications for membership for the month of July 
1988 were approved. The board’s Special Occasion 
Vouchers for the month of July were approved as 
presented. 

The Department of Energy and Natural Resources 
contract for the coming year’s Energy Grant Program 
was discussed and the President was authorized to sign 
said contract. Manager Smith discussed Cooperative 
Month in the month of October. Smith reminded the 
board of the upcoming Region V meeting, to be held 
at the Ramada Renaissance in Springfield on 
September 13, 14, and 15. 

Being no further business, the meeting adjourned 
at 10:30 p.m. 

Support Your Rural 
Electric Cooperative 

It is not them and us! 

It is you and me! 

It is a Cooperative! 
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Electric heat rebate will be back this winter! 
Your board of directors has again decided to offer 

an electric heat rebate for the coming winter season. 
This year’s rebate will be distributed in the same man¬ 
ner as in the past two years. As you may recall, rebates 
will be given for the December, January and February 
billing periods. The board has also decided that the 
amount remain at 4.4 cents per kilowatt-hour for every 
kilowatt-hour used over 1,000. 

For those members who have recently installed elec¬ 
tric heat as their primary source and would like to 
receive this year’s rebate, we ask you to fill out the 
following information and return it to your 
Cooperative. A Cooperative employee will then be 
dispatched to your residence to visually verify the new 
heating system and put your name on the list of reci¬ 
pients for the 1988-89 rebates. Members who have 
already completed this procedure in the past will not 
be required to resubmit the following. 

I have one of the following as the primary source of 
heat: 
 electric baseboard  air-to-air heat pump 
 ceiling cable  closed loop heat pump 
 electric furnace 

NAME ADDRESS  

ACCOUNT NUMBER PHONE  

Cooperative to continue 
Menard Electric Cooperative will continue the water 

heater program for the remaining months of 1988. 
Many of our members have taken advantage of this pro¬ 
gram and all are very pleased with their new water 
heaters. 

For those members who may not be familiar with the 
program, here is how the program works. Any member 
who either replaces an existing water heater that has 
become faulty or replaces a fossil fuel water heater with 
an electric model will receive a one-time payment from 
the Cooperative of $150. The water heater must have 
a minimum storage capacity of 40 gallons in order to 
qualify for the program and must meet the ASHRAE 

water heater program 
90 standards. 

Members who install an electric water heater will 
receive their $150 rebate after providing the 
Cooperative with the proper sales information and/or 
sales receipt from the dealer. The receipt should in¬ 
dicate the size, type, brand, and model number. A 
Cooperative employee will then verify the installation 
and the fact that the heater meets the ASHRAE 90 
standards. 

If you have any questions about this program or have 
recently installed a new electric water heater, contact 
the Member Services Department at your Cooperative. 

Load management 
As you may recall, your Cooperative is constantly try¬ 

ing to save on fixed and variable costs in order to supp¬ 
ly electricity to our members at the lowest rates possi¬ 
ble. One of the ways in which this is done is through 
our load management of water heaters. 

In order for this to be successful, your Cooperative 
places a radio controlled shut off device on your water 
heater. Then back at the office, your Cooperative 
monitors our system’s load and if this load becomes 

too high during the months of January, February, Ju¬ 
ly, August and December, these devices receive a signal 
to shut the water heater off for short periods of time. 
This enables your Cooperative to control, to a certain 
degree, our wholesale power cost, which means more 
stable rates to all of our members. 

If you have any questions or would like to enroll, 
please contact your Cooperative office. 
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Energy efficient heating and cooling for the home 
One of the largest costs homeowners face is the 

heating and cooling costs of their homes. Heating is 
the largest energy expense of the home, and air condi¬ 
tioning is not far behind. 

It is then very important that the homeowner has all 
the facts on home heating before deciding on the 
heating system and fuel for the home. Today it is not 
wise to leave the heating system to chance. This is not 
the place to cut cost. 

In earlier times many believed that the heating 
system was not important. It was not seen and did not 
add to the eye appeal of the home. It was installed with 
the least thought and concern. Today it is known that 
the heating system can add value to the home and im¬ 
prove the comfort of the people living in it. 

The most important consideration is comfort. This 
includes insulation values, the duct system and the type 
of heat. The second consideration is the operating cost. 
This consideration must take into account the present 
operating cost as well as the future cost of the energy. 
The third is safety. The system must be safe to operate 
even when no one is home and especially at night when 
everyone is sleeping. The fourth is cleanliness. No one 
wants a heating system that adds to the normal dust 
and dirt found in the home. 

The question now is, how can an individual pick a 
heating system that meets all of these considerations 
without having a masters degree in heating systems. It 

is not easy and a lot depends upon a heating contrac¬ 
tor. He must know the value and advantages of the dif¬ 
ferent heating systems. The ground source heat pump 
is one of the systems that should be considered. This 
heating system uses the heat stored in the ground to 
heat the home. The heat pump collects the heat, com¬ 
presses it to heating temperatures and delivers it to the 
home. The system does this without the use of explosive 
fuels. There are no fire hazards from open flames. The 
energy used is clean and there are no outside pollutants 
introduced into the home. 

Cost is a big concern and one that must be con¬ 
sidered for the present and the future. Electricity has 
seen a decade of increasing prices but has now reach¬ 
ed a point where there is stability. Menard Electric has 
had the same problems as any utility. The plant is now 
in place and there should be very little increase for the 
foreseeable future. The power plants that supply the 
power to your Cooperative do not depend upon fuels 
that are in short supply. The energy supplies that are 
being used are abundant and not affected by political 
upheaval. Other fuel supplies are limited and can be 
affected by wars and the desires of other countries. 

The heating system you install is going to last a long 
time. The expected life of any heating system is 20 to 
30 years. It is important that you consider the different 
heating systems and determine the one best suited to 
your needs. 

How does a closed loop heat pump work? 
The ground source heat pump is a self-contained 

unit that provides cooling in the summer and supplies 
heat in the winter. It is designed to use the energy of 
the earth to condition the air in the home. 

The ground-source heat pump is a heat recovery 
system that achieves an energy efficiency level far 
beyond other heating and cooling systems. 

The ground source heat pump system consists of 
three basic components: the heat pump unit, a fluid 
supply and pumps to circulate the fluid through the 
pipe. 

In the closed-loop system, a solution continually runs 
through special plastic pipe buried beneath the surface 
of the earth. This pipe loop is connected to the heat 
pump unit. 

Fluid is circulated through the loop, extracting free 
heat available from the earth during the winter. This 
fluid is then circulated through a heat exchanger which 
transfers the heat to the air in the home. 

This cycle is reversed during the cooling season. The 
heat pump removes the heat from the interior of the 
home and transfers it to the loop via the heat ex¬ 
changer. As the fluid is circulated through the loop, 
the earth’s natural cooling effect absorbs the heat to 
provide efficient, economical cooling. 

In addition to heating and cooling, the unit is con- 
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nected to the water heater. Therefore, when the the 
unit is not using its full capacity to heat the home, it 
is heating water. In the summer months, when the unit 
is cooling the home, virtually 100 percent of the fami¬ 
ly’s hot water requirements are met by this efficient 
heat pump. 

Harvest and safety 
Harvest season is a very busy time for many of 

Menard Electric members. Even though this is a hectic 
time, we would like to ask all of our members to take 
just a moment of time to look up and look out for elec¬ 
tric power lines, poles and transformer cabinets. 

We realize that often times these items are not con¬ 
sidered, especially with all of the other pressures in¬ 
volved in today’s farming industry. However, failing to 
take that extra second to look up and look out could 
put you and your vehicle in contact with electrical 
equipment. This may endanger your life and cause loss 
of service, not only to you, but to your neighbors as 
well. We at Menard Electric would like to wish everyone 
a safe and productive harvest season. 



Crews of your electric cooperative have been busy upgraded lines. This work is in an area about three miles 
northwest of Salisbury. In the bucket are employees Dwaine Heyen (left) and Ronnie R. Harden. 

Co-op Comments 

Donald and Shirley Riser of Manito will celebrate 
their 15th wedding anniversary October 27. Don is the 
area serviceman for your Cooperative in the Manito- 
Forest City area. 

Phyllis A. McCoy of rural Petersburg will complete 
20 years of service with your Cooperative November 
4. Phyllis is a records clerk for your Cooperative. 

Lawrence Kyes of Kilbourne will complete 25 years 
of service with your Cooperative October 28. Larry is 
the area serviceman in the Kilbourne-Chandlerville- 
Havana-Easton area. 

With Jack Frost just around the corner, many 
members are considering installing new heating 
systems. One of the systems considered frequently is 
an air-to-air heat pump, which provides clean, safe 
heating and cooling with one of the highest efficien¬ 
cies on the market. In addition to this, your 
Cooperative will give any member installing a heat 

pump a rebate of $250 per cooling ton, providing the 
heat pump has a SEER of 9.0 or greater. 

Now is a good time to replace the filter in your 
forced-air furnace. It is also a good time to begin in¬ 
stalling storm windows and complete some of those 
weatherization jobs we’ve all been putting off for so 
long. 

October is Cooperative Month nationwide, and we 
at Menard Electric are pleased to be one of the more 
than 45,000 member-owned organizations taking part 
in this year’s program. 

Office closing 
Your Cooperative office will be closed Friday, 

November 11, in observance of Veteran’s Day to 
pay tribute to our country’s brave patrons. The 
office will reopen and resume normal business 
hours on Monday, November 14. 
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Energy conservation grant available 
ceilings, attics, foundations, 
crawlspaces, floors, basement walls 
or ceiling, water pipes, air ducts, 
under pinning and mobile home 
undercarriages; 

• Water-saving shower heads; 
• New, energy-efficient, water 

heaters (must meet ASHRAE 90 
Standards as required by law); 

• Water heater jackets (blankets); 
• Set-back thermostats; 
• Central air-conditioners with 

SEER ratings greater than 10.0 (or 
room air conditioners with EER 
ratings greater than 8.6) are eligible 
ONLY FOR MEDICAL REASONS. 
A medical doctor’s certification is 
required. 

• Water and ground source heat 
pumps with SEER ratings of greater 
than 9.0; (Maximum grant is $1,000 
for these types of systems.) 

• Electric heat pumps with SEER 
ratings of greater than 9.0; 
• Furnace load management 

systems and furnace efficiency 
modifications; 
• Furnace flue modifications 

and electronic ignition systems; 
• Furnace with an AFUE rating 

of 90 or better are eligible. (Under 
certain circumstances, and with 
prior approval for ENR, other 
heating systems with lower ratings 
may be eligible. Call ENR for 
details.) 
• Storm doors and thermal 

doors of up to $150 maximum per 
entrance; 

• Storm windows and thermal 
replacement windows of up to $150 

maximum per entire window unit. 
• Caulking and weather¬ 

stripping; 
• Energy-saving fluorescent 

lighting. 
All projects must demonstrate a 

10-year payback to the member in 
energy savings. 

Contact Kevin Reiser at Menard 
Electric if you are interested in ap¬ 
plying for a Rural Home Energy 
Program grant. Before being con¬ 
sidered for the grant, applicants 
must have an energy audit com¬ 
pleted on their home and have writ¬ 
ten bids from at least two contrac¬ 
tors for proposed projects. These 
bids must contain model numbers 
and efficiency ratings for heating 
systems and cost estimates. 

Applications must be submitted 
first to Menard Electric 
Cooperative. After it is reviewed at 
the Cooperative, the application 
will be forwarded to ENR for final 
review and approval. ENR has the 
final decision on all Rural Home 
Energy Program grant applications. 

Once the application is approv¬ 
ed, a check is prepared payable to 
the consumer/member and Menard 
Electric Cooperative. The 
Cooperative then endorses the 
check and presents it to the member 
for payment. ENR may inspect the 
completed work and each approv¬ 
ed applicant must also certify to 
ENR that the installation of 
materials or equipment funded 
through the grant program is 
complete. 

Cooperative members who would 
like to make some home weatheriza- 
tion improvements this year or 
replace a heating system might get 
some help from the State of Illinois. 

The Illinois Department of 
Energy and Natural Resources 
(ENR) is making available grants of 
up to $1,500 for qualifying 
members. This is the second year 
that funding is being provided for 
projects meant to result in long¬ 
term home energy savings. The Il¬ 
linois General Assembly this spring 
allocated approximately $2.5 
million for the program. 

A grant of up to $1,500 is 
available to any Menard Electric 
member whose household income 
is 80 percent or less of the 
cooperative service area’s median 
income. This is a total grant, 
without any matching funds re¬ 
quired by the applicant. 

For members whose household 
income is 80 to 120 percent of the 
area’s median income, a grant of up 
to $1,000 is available. This is a 50 
percent matching grant. The 
consumer-member pays 50 percent 
of the project’s cost. 

This year, the list of projects eligi¬ 
ble for funding under the program 
has been changed. On some items 
there is a dollar limit on the amount 
of subsidy available. In no case is 
the subsidy offered for more than 
the cost of the work, or $1,500. 

A list of the eligible projects 
includes: 

• Insulation projects for walls, 

Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its regular meeting Monday, September 26,1988. 
The meeting being called to order at 6:30 p.m. by presi¬ 
dent Morris L. Bell. Directors present in addition to 
Bell were Meredith L. Worner, Edward L. Allspach, 
Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. Cline, Robert I. Brauer, 
Gary L. Martin, Warren D. Goetsch, and James G. Graff. 
Also present were manager Dorland W. Smith, staff 

'  in) 

assistant Gerald E. Hedberg, special services coor¬ 
dinator Earl L. Pillsbury and attorney Charles K. Smith. 
After roll call and approval of the agenda, the minutes 
of the August 22, 1988, meeting were approved. 

Manager Smith presented the Operating Report for 
August 1988. Kilowatt-hour sales for August were ap¬ 
proximately four and one-half million greater than 
budgeted. Most expenses for the month, other than 
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power costs were very close to budget. With the addi¬ 
tional sales, due to the extremely hot month of August, 
margins for the month were approximately $250,000 
over budget. This makes up for the deficit that was 
noted last month, and year-to-date margins are approx¬ 
imately $700,000, which is within a few thousand 
dollars of the year-to-date budget. Smith reviewed the 
Outage Summary for August, stating that outages were 
below normal due to the lack of summer storms dur¬ 
ing the month. The Safety Report showed no repor¬ 
table accidents for the month. 

The ending of the manager’s report was a summary 
of the load management for the summer months of July 
and August. Approximately an average of 80 hours for 
the months of July and August were all the irrigation 
systems were interrupted, approximately 15 percent of 
the available time for interruption. Smith stated the 
savings to the Cooperative was between $600,000 to 
$750,000 annually. 

Director Allspach reviewed for the board the actions 
of the Building Committee. The board accepted the 
recommendations of the Building Committee and in¬ 
structed the attorney to draw up a purchase contract 
for the property under discussion. 

Smith reviewed the activities and progress of the 
discussions with Corn Belt Electric Cooperative. The 
board took action on a resolution in regard to the possi¬ 
ble consolidation of the two cooperatives. 

Smith discussed the actions of the committees and 
progress on the EPA cleanup of the Missouri Electric 
Works site. 

Attorney Smith reported on the recent legal seminar 
he attended. 

President Bell and directors Goetsch and Allspach 
reported on the recent Region V NRECA meeting in 
Springfield. 

The uncollectible accounts were presented to the 
board and approved for write off. 

President Bell reviewed the activities of the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. He informed the 
board there are upcoming continuing education 
seminars to be held late this fall and early winter and 
encouraged the directors to consider attending these 

seminars. 
Director Carls reported on the activities of WIPCO, 

and in addition to the review of the operations, he 
reported that the Clinton nuclear plant was running 
very well and it is expected the plant will be shut down 
temporarily for refueling in early January 1989. He also 
commented on the general activities in regard to the 
upcoming WIPCO/Soyland merger. 

Agreements for electric service were approved for 
members requesting same. Inventory of work orders 
for the month of August and the payment of bills 
represented by the list of checks supplied to the board 
were also approved. Applications for memberships for 
August 1988 were approved. The board’s special occa¬ 
sion vouchers for the month of August were approved 
as presented. 

Manager Smith discussed with the board the amend¬ 
ment of the bylaws. He stated the renumbering of the 
bylaws sections would be presented to the board at the 
October meeting and would appear on the October 
agenda. 

President Bell called the directors’ attention to a let¬ 
ter received from the REA field auditor Charles T. 
Turner regarding the fact that he had recently com¬ 
pleted a loan fund audit for the Cooperative from the 
period of May 1, 1985, through August 31, 1988. He 
advised the board the audit indicated all construction 
funds were properly accounted for and the fund 
disbursements were for the proper loan program pur¬ 
poses. Bell also commented that auditor Turner had 
requested he advise the board of this audit and he ex¬ 
pressed his appreciation in the cooperation of the 
manager and staff during the audit. Manager Smith ad¬ 
vised the board that member services adviser Kevin 

Keiser would be attending several schools and 
workshops in the near future. He recently attended the 
Department of Energy and Natural Resources 
workshop for this year’s Rural Home Energy Program, 
and he will be attending the marketing workshop be¬ 
ing offered by WIPCO/Soyland and the marketing 
seminar for rural television sponsored by NRTC. 

There being no further business, the meeting ad¬ 
journed at 10:30 p.m. 

Your Cooperative must have access to its equipment 
In the process of beautifying their homes, some 

members may have forgotten that your Cooperative 
must have access to its equipment located on the 
premises. This equipment includes meters, 
underground cable, transformers and overhead lines. 

Situations where the equipment cannot be reached 
because of overgrown trees, fences, patios, etc., may 
cause the Cooperative to enforce its “right of access” 
policy. This policy states that authorized represen¬ 
tatives of the Cooperative shall have the right of access 
to the premises of the member at all reasonable times 
for the purpose of reading, testing or inspection of 
meters, connection or disconnecting service, inspection 
of wiring and apparatus, and making repairs on lines 

or rights-of-way. Unreasonable deterrents to access of 
Cooperative facilities shall cause the service to be 
disconnected. 

In order to avoid this situation, before beginning any 
landscaping or remodeling near Cooperative equip¬ 
ment remember that the equipment must be accessi¬ 
ble now and in the future. In other words, that tree you 
are planting may be small today but when it grows to 
maturity it may inhibit the Cooperative’s ability to pro¬ 
vide good, reliable service. 

If you have any questions or concerns about that new 
structure or improvement, it may be a good idea to call 
and make sure that it will not interfere with any 
Cooperative equipment. 
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Electric heat rebate back this winter! 
Your board of directors has again decided to offer 

an electric heat rebate for the coming winter season. 
This year’s rebate will be distributed in the same man¬ 
ner as in the past two years. As you may recall, rebates 
will be given for the December, January and February 
billing periods. The board has also decided that the 
amount remain at 4.4 cents per kilowatt-hour for every 
kilowatt-hour used over 1,000. 

For those members who have recently installed elec¬ 
tric heat as their primary source and would like to 
receive this year’s rebate, we ask you to fill out the 
following information and return it to your 
Cooperative. A Cooperative employee will then be 
dispatched to your residence to visually verify the new 
heating system and put your name on the list of reci¬ 
pients for the 1988-89 rebates. Members who have 
already completed this procedure in the past will not 

be required to resubmit the following. 

I  1 
II have one of the following as the primary source of 
I heat: 

 electric baseboard  air-to-air heat pump 
 ceiling cable  closed loop heat pump 
 electric furnance 

NAME  

ADDRESS   

CITY  ZIP   

ACCOUNT NUMBER  PHONE   

     — __i 

Fire Safety Week— 
October 9-15 

More than 500 Americans die each year in fires from 
non-central heating sources, such as fireplaces, wood 
stoves, kerosene heaters and electric space heaters. Ac¬ 
cording to the United States Fire Administration these 
non-central heating sources are the leading cause of 
residential fires in the United States. More than three- 
fourths of those fires are caused by human error or 

Hard water health 
The taste of water straight from some wells may be 

awful, but the benefits to your health can be blissful. 
Hard water seems good for your heart, says a study 
published by the American Heart Association. 

The same minerals that give hard water its taste — 
and leave a ring around your tub — may help keep 
your heart healthy. Soft water, in which minerals are 
largely absent, doesn’t have this protective effect. 

The evidence for this theory comes from a study of 
two groups of farmers. The research was conducted by 
Elaine Zeighami, Ph.D., of the Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory in Tennessee. One group of farmers drank 

faulty installation—not mechanical failure. 
The Fire Administration used the week of October 

9-15 as an occasion to urge Americans to follow safe 
heating practices by taking extra care in the purchase, 
installation, maintenance and operation of non-central 
heating sources. 

The main hazards are radiant heat igniting nearby 
materials; fireplace flames igniting creosote inside the 
chimney; overloaded wires and explosions resulting 
from adding kerosene to a warm heater or when refuel¬ 
ing inside near another source of ignition. 

soft water — water low in calcium and magnesium. The 
second group drank hard water, commonly found in 
well water and some public water supplies. 

The result: Those farmers who drank soft water had 
more evidence of heart disease than farmers who im¬ 
bibed the hard stuff. 

Dr. Zeighami’s advice: Don’t use a water softener for 
drinking water. You lose the potential benefits of 
calcium and magnesium, she notes. Water softeners 
also add sodium to the water. This mineral has been 
linked to heart-damaging high blood pressure in salt- 
sensitive people. 

(courtesy of Better Homes and Gardens) 

Cooling degree days update 
The cooling degree day chart listed below utilizes in¬ 

formation supplied by the National Weather Service 
office in Springfield. The chart shows the monthly cool¬ 
ing degree day comparisons for May through August 
and compares actual 1987 and 1988 degree days to 
normal. 

Although totals between ‘87 and ‘88 vary slightly in 
direct comparison, both years have been considerably 
warmer than normal. From the chart below, you can 
see that August 1988 figures indicate a 51 percent in- 
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crease from normal, and year-to-date shows a 23 per¬ 
cent increase. 

Cooling Degree Days 

Springfield Normal 1987 1988 

May 106 212 93 
June 256 318 281 

July 357 436 430 
August 289 329 437 
TOTALS 1,008 1,295 1,241 



MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 217-632-7746 PETERSBURG, ILLINOIS 62675 

Keeping employees of your electric cooperative well 
trained is one of the primary objectives of Menard 
Electric Cooperative. These employees are sharpen¬ 
ing their skills on pole-top rescue. On the ground, from 
left, are Dan Morgan and Mark Bradley. On the pole 
are Robert Burris and Don Riser. 

Co-op Comments 
Borland and Marilyn Smith celebrated their 30th 

wedding anniversary November 16. Borland has been 
serving our members as general manager since May of 
1986. 

Charles and Belores McMillan celebrated their 45th 
wedding anniversary November 12. Charles is a former 
director of your Cooperative, serving for more than 
nine years. 

If you have an electric water heater, why not request 
the Cooperative to install a load management control 
device so that you may save three cents per kilowatt- 
hour on kilowatt-hours 600-1,000. This is a maximum 
reduction of $12 per month for every month of the 
year. 

Winter is just around the corner, so don’t forget to 
replace the air filter in your forced-air furnace. 

Thanksgiving Day 
We want to thank each of our members and express 

our appreciation for your cooperation and understan¬ 
ding throughout the past year. We all have so much 
for which to be thankful. We should unite in render¬ 
ing our sincere and humble thanks for the Lord’s care 
and protection of the people of our country and all 
the great and various favors which have been confer¬ 
red upon us. 

A Happy Thanksgiving from the directors and 
employees of Menard Electric Cooperative. 

Office closing 
Your Cooperative office will be closed 

November 24 and 25 in observance of 
Thanksgiving. The office will reopen November 
28 and will resume normal business hours. 

Private Industry 
Council Farm Program 

The Illinois General Assembly voted to allocate funds 
to provide re training and other services for farmers 
who may have lost or are losing their farms. A program 
has been designed to serve those eligible farmers in the 
following areas: (l)job search assistance, (2) on-the-job 
training and (3) classroom training. 

Anyone eligible residing in the counties of Cass, 
Menard, Logan, Sangamon, Mason or Tazewell coun¬ 
ties may call 217/525-7060. Morgan County residents 
may call 217/854-9642 for further information. 
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Rural TV 
During the past few weeks there have been a number 

of members interested in the Rural TV program. With 
this additional interest and the National Rural 
Telecommunication Cooperative’s (NRTC) success in 
renegotiating more feasible prices with premium chan¬ 
nels, such as HBO, Cinemax, WTBS and Disney, we at 
Menard Electric feel that it may be a good time to 
reconsider our current position. 

For those of you who are unfamiliar with Rural TV, 
it is simply a way in which rural members can receive 
cable-like programming without having cable. 

However, in order to receive this programming a 
member must have two things. The first of which is a 
satellite dish that can receive the programming signals. 

For those members who are interested and don’t have 
a satellite dish, the cost is approximately $1,500. 

The second piece of equipment required is a 
decoder. This device will decode the scrambled pro¬ 
gramming so that it can be viewed by the member. This 
device costs between $375 and $500. Once these devices 
are installed, you are ready to begin receiving your 
Rural TV programming. 

Currently, Menard Electric is not offering its 
members this programming. In an effort to provide the 
best possible service to our members, we are willing 
to once again consider this possibility. Please take just 
a few moments to complete the following questionnaire 
and return it to your Cooperative. Once we receive the 
questionnaire, we will determine the number of 
members interested and the costs of offering such a 
program. 

 — , 

  I have a satellite dish and a decoder and we are very interested in the Rural TV program. 

  I have a satellite dish and would be very interested in buying the decoder and the programming 
if Menard Electric decided to offer it. 

  I currently do not have either, but I would be interested in purchasing these devices and enroll¬ 
ing in the program if the Cooperative decides to offer it. 

  I would not enroll or be interested because of the cost of the decoder. 

  I would not enroll or be interested because of the cost of both the decoder and the satellite dish. 

  I do not feel that Menard Electric Cooperative should even consider this as a possibility. 

Comments:    

Name _ 

Address 

Acct. No Phone No j 

 I 

Meter reader 
position open 

Your Cooperative has a contractual meter reading 
position open. Meters are generally read on the 19th, 
20th and 21st of each month. 

Applications are now being accepted from 
Cooperative members. If you are interested, please 
complete the adjacent form and mail or bring it to the 
Cooperative office. 

Name _ 

Address 

Account Number   

Telephone Number   

 ! 
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<2 Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 

held its regular meeting Monday, October 24, 1988. 
The meeting being called to order at 6 p.m. by presi¬ 
dent Morris L. Bell. Directors present, in addition to 
Bell, were Meredith L. Worner, Edward L. Allspach, 
Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. Cline, Robert I. Brauer, 
Gary L. Martin, Warren D. Goetsch, and James G. Graff. 
Also present were manager Borland W. Smith, staff 
assistant Gerald E. Hedberg, special services coor¬ 
dinator Earl L. Pillsbury, member services adviser 
Kevin D. Reiser and attorney Charles K. Smith. 

The agenda for the evening was approved, and the 
minutes of the September 26, 1988, board meeting 
were approved as presented to the board. 

Manager Smith presented the Operating Report for 
September 1988. He noted that kilowatt-hour pur¬ 
chases and sales for the year-to-date were about 10 per¬ 
cent greater than budgeted. Total margins for the year 
are $833,000 and are approximately $100,000 over 
budget for the period ending September 30. Smith also 
spent a few minutes explaining the variances in the ex¬ 
pense part of the budget. He also explained to the 
board the ten million additional kilowatt-hour sales for 
1988 and 1987. Approximately six million more 
kilowatt-hours were sold under the irrigation rate due 
to the hot, dry summer. The residential and other rate 
classifications accounted for the additional four million 
kilowatt-hours. He noted that with the operating 
margins for the year, member equity had increased to 
29 percent. He reviewed the outage summary with the 
board for the month of September. There were approx¬ 
imately the same number of outages for September 
1988 as occurred in the same period last year. The Safe¬ 
ty Report indicated no reportable accidents for the 
month of September. 

Director Brauer, chairman of the Bylaw Committee, 
proposed amendments to the bylaws as noted in the 
notice of the board meeting. These amendments were 
to renumber all of the articles and sections to be con¬ 
sistent with the bylaws that were amended at the an¬ 
nual meeting in June 1988. He proposed an amend¬ 
ment to Article VII, Section 2, (which will now be Arti¬ 
cle 7.02), allowing the Cooperative to apply operating 
margins to offset losses incurred in the current or prior 
fiscal years. After discussion, the amendments as 
presented were approved by the board. 

Manager Smith presented to the board a study by 
the consulting engineers indicating the need for a new 
substation in the Sherman area near the Rail Golf 

Course. A resolution was then passed requesting 
Western Illinois Power Cooperative to construct a 
substation and delivery point for the Cooperative in 
the Rail Golf Course area of Sherman. 

The Cooperative’s line of credit with CFC is due to 
expire at the end of this year. Manager Smith requested 
that the board pass a resolution requesting renewal of 
a line of credit loan with CFC. The resolution was 

adopted. 
Kevin D. Reiser, member services adviser for the 

Cooperative, presented a summary of National Rural 
Telecommunications Cooperative developments both 
nationwide and within the state. He recently attended 
a marketing seminar and requested the board approve 
a survey of the membership to determine if there is 
a need for the Cooperative to provide this service. 

The board considered several revisions to the policy 
manual. Policies under consideration were “NSF 
check” and “director’s expenses.” Both revisions being 
presented for first reading. After discussion, several 
changes were adopted, and the revisions will be con¬ 
sidered at the November meeting. 

Director Brauer, chairman of the Labor Committee, 
gave a report on the activities of the committee. The 
recommendations of the Labor Committee were 
approved as presented. 

Manager Smith reviewed the activities on the pro¬ 
posed merger with Corn Belt Electric Cooperative. The 
board recommended that the manager continue to 
work with the manager of Corn Belt in an attempt to 
obtain concessions from the Rural Electrification 
Administration. 

President Bell reported on the activities of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. He 
reminded the board of the upcoming training seminars 
for board members. He asked special services coor¬ 
dinator Pillsbury to explain the IEC Credit Union to 
the directors and remind them that they and their 
families can become members of the credit union. The 
association had asked each director to bring back to 
his local board the request of one of the member 
cooperatives, for all the distribution cooperatives in the 
state to share in expenses of litigation in a case which 
they are involved. After much discussion it was the con¬ 
sensus of the board that director Bell vote to approve 
the sharing of these expenses. It was also recommend¬ 
ed that the AIEC form a committee to review each re¬ 
quest of this nature. This committee would recommend 
to the AIEC board whether this litigation cost should 
be shared or borne by the individual cooperative. 

Director Carls reported on the WIPCO activities. In 
addition to the summary of the normal operating 
reports, he commented on the joint meeting of WIP- 
CO/Soyland at the Soyland office. He stated that items 
in connection with the upcoming WIPCO/Soyland 
merger were progressing very well. He also reviewed 

the WIPCO/Soyland budget revisions and the reduc¬ 
tion in fixed costs from WIPCO for the year 1988. 

The special services coordinator’s report for the 
third quarter of 1988 was approved as presented. The 
uncollectible accounts and agreements for electric ser¬ 
vice as presented to the board were approved. 

The inventory of work orders for September 1988 
and the payment of bills as represented by the list of 
checks 89926 through 90201 were approved. Member- 
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ship applications for September 1988 were approved. 
The board’s special occasion vouchers for the month 
of September were approved. 

Manager Smith discussed the activities of the Steer¬ 
ing and Allocation Committees relative to the “clean 
up” of the Missouri Electric Works site. Manager Smith 

will be attending a committee meeting October 26 and 
27, to consider a consent order with the EPA. The 
board approved manager Smith signing the consent 
order if it is satisfactory to the Cooperative’s attorney. 

There being no other business to come before the 
meeting, the meeting adjourned at 11 p.m. 

Avoidable autumn accidents 
As the chill in the air becomes noticeable with the 

onset of autumn, the outdoorsman’s thoughts turn to 
hunting, sawing firewood and a variety of “sweater 
weather” activities. 

Unfortunately, in their efforts to enjoy the great out¬ 
doors, people sometimes cause interruptions in elec¬ 
tric service and create life-threatening situations by in¬ 
terfering with high-voltage power lines. 

Careless hunters are responsible for broken in¬ 
sulators on power lines and other hazardous conditions 
each year. 

Taking target practice on insulators or shooting at 
birds sitting on the lines is not very sporting and may 

Cooperative j 
continues water j 
heater program ! 

TO: Menard Electric Cooperative 
P.O. Box 279 (Water Heater Program) 
Petersburg, IL 62675 
I have installed a new Electric Hot Water 

Heater that meets ASHRAE 90 standards in a 
residence served by Menard Electric Cooperative. | 

The water heater has a capacity of   
gallons. (Minimum of 40 gallons) 

The new water heater replaced: 
  Electric with Electric 
  New Installation 
  Gas with Electric I 
Please send a representative to my home to 

verify the installation. The best time to find 
someone at home is  j 

I am the homeowner and am entitled to the | 
one-time payment for installing an electric water 
heater.   

Name   j 

Address   

Account No. Phone No.  j 

Signature of homeowner 

| (Please submit a copy of the sales receipt, show¬ 
ing dealer, size, type, brand and certification that 
heater meets standards) 

be fatal if a line is damaged or broken. Damaged lines 
can snap and fall to the ground while still energized, 
creating an electrocution hazard to the hunter, anyone 
else walking through the area, or livestock in the field. 

Also, a random “pot-shot” can crack a line insulator 
and the damage may not be visible from the ground. 
Over time, the crack can fill with moisture and cause 
a short in the line, which means members will be 
without service until the insulator is replaced. 

Shooting insulators or any electric equipment is 
illegal and expensive. Repairing the damage from a 
careless hunter’s shot, whether intentional or not, is 
an added operating expense to your cooperative that 
must be passed along to the membership. Still, that cost 
is minimal when compared to the potential for per¬ 
sonal injury or death. 

Tree trimming and cutting are frequently the cause 
of service interruptions, shock and electrocution 
hazards. 

Overhead power lines are so prevalent in both urban 
and rural areas today that, unfortunately, it is all too 
common for people to start cutting before taking a 
moment to visually inspect their site for power lines 
and other hazards. 

Always call MEC if you want limbs near lines trim¬ 
med or a tree cut that has even the slightest possibility 
of contacting lines at the location. We will make ar¬ 
rangements to trim branches or cut the entire tree 
down for you if there is any risk of line interference. 

Each year outages and injuries are caused when limbs 
or entire trees make contact with high voltage power 
lines. The timber doesn’t have to knock the line down 
to cause problems, either. Reports of people climbing 
trees to trim dead branches and receiving serious and 
even fatal shocks by contacting power lines with their 
body or their trimming equipment are heard much too 
often. And, depending on the moisture in the ground 
and other factors, you can be injured simply by 
touching the tree when it makes contact with the lines. 
Wood is generally not a very good conductor of elec¬ 
tricity, but a certain amount of current can be carried 
through a tree and through you if you are touching it. 

Rural insurance?? 
Menard Electric Cooperative has learned that several 

members have received information in the mail con¬ 
cerning medical insurance. The firm providing this in¬ 
formation identifies itself as “National Association of 
Rural Cooperative Members.” 

We want you to know that we have not made any 
such insurance available nor do we sponsor such 
insurance. 
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ED Board meeting report <2 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of directors 
held its regular meeting Monday, November 28, 1988. 
The meeting was called to order at 1 p.m. by president 
Morris L. Bell. Directors present in addition to Bell 
were Edward L. Allspach, Michael E. Carls, Carroll F. 
Cline, Robert I. Brauer, Gary L. Martin, Warren D. 
Goetsch and James G. Graff. Also present were manager 
Borland W. Smith, staff members Gerald Hedberg and 
Earl Pillsbury, and attorney Charles K. Smith. 

The agenda for the meeting was approved, and the 
minutes of the October 24, 1988, board meeting were 
approved as presented to the board. 

Manager Smith presented the Manager’s Report for 
October 1988. He noted that kilowatt-hour sales year- 
to-date were 10 million greater than for corresponding 
period in 1987. He pointed out the total operating costs 
for the month of October were $117,000 less than 
budgeted. Line loss for the year through October 
reflected a respectable 9.38 percent. Smith pointed out 
that delinquent accounts for the year-to-date were 
basically the same as for the previous year and that total 
margins for the year-to-date had increased over the 
margins reported in October. Smith provided a review 
of the balance sheet analysis, REA Form 7, and various 
charts covering the previous 12 months for margins, 
operational expense, power cost, line loss, TIER, and 
equity as a percent of total assets. 

Smith reported one occupational injury of an 
employee who has experienced lost time. Smith 
reported the outage summary for the month of October 
continued the good experience the Cooperative has 
had during 1988. A total of 48 outages had been 
reported during the month, which caused a total con¬ 
sumer hour interruption of 497 hours or an average 
of .06 outage hours per consumer. Year-to-date outage 
hours per consumer are 2.6. 

A proposed policy on “NSF” checks was presented 
for adoption by the board, having been offered at the 
October meeting for first reading. After a discussion 
the “NSF” check policy was adopted as presented. 

Consideration was given to a policy dealing with 

director’s expense that was presented for second 
reading. After amendments were offered, the policy 

was adopted by the board. 
Manager Smith presented individual requests of 

three Cooperative members, and upon discussion the 
board approved two member requests and disapprov¬ 
ed the third. 

Upon recommendation of the manager, the board 
approved the renewal of its membership in the Food 
and Energy Council. 

Insurance quotes for the Cooperative’s liability and 
all risk coverage were presented by special services 
coordinator Pillsbury. He pointed out that only two 

quotes had been received by insurance carriers cover¬ 
ing workmen’s compensation, umbrella insurance, 
director/officers liability, fleet insurance and all risk 
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coverage. He reviewed the variance in quoted 
premiums for each of the insurance proposals, review¬ 
ed the past four year experience on insurance 
premiums, and answered questions from the board 
with reference to the quotes at hand. Thereafter the 
board accepted the quotation for insurance beginning 
December 31, 1988, from Federated Insurance 
Corporation. 

A preliminary review of the budget for 1989 was 
presented to the board for consideration. General 
foreman Terry Entwistle presented the budget request 
for the Operations Department, which reflects an in¬ 
crease of approximately 12 percent over the year 1988. 
Entwistle proposed the replacement of two service 
trucks and one digger truck during 1989. 

System engineer David Crosnoe presented the initial 
budget for the Engineering Department for 1989, 
which reflects approximately 30 percent increase over 
1988. Crosnoe recommended to the board that the 
Cooperative continue its excellent brush and tree pro¬ 
gram. He pointed out the need for new load manage¬ 
ment equipment, which accounts for the bulk of the 
increase in the proposed budget. 

Wayne Jones, office manager, presented the General 
Office Department proposal for 1989, which contains 
basically the same dollars as for the current year. He 
discussed the possibility of installing a computerized 
calling system, which would be beneficial in his depart¬ 
ment and might be utilized with load management pro¬ 
grams of the Cooperative. 

Staff assistant Hedberg presented a budget proposal 
to upgrade the data processing equipment of the 
Cooperative. The current equipment has outlived the 
initial projection and does not have sufficient room 
for growth. He also presented the estimated power cost 
for the year, which compares most favorably with the 
power cost for 1988. 

The preliminary Marketing-Member Service Budget 
for 1989 was presented by Pillsbury. He recommend¬ 
ed the continuation of the electric heat promotion, load 
management of domestic water heaters and rebates for 

the installation of electric heat, at the same level as the 
current year. He also pointed out since the board had 
earlier accepted insurance quotations for 1989, the 
insurance budget would experience a reduction in 
excess of $150,000. 

The directors were advised that the budget in final 
form would be mailed to them in early December, 
along with a narrative that would be prepared by 
individual staff members. The budget will be con¬ 
sidered for adoption by the board at the December 
meeting. 

Manager Smith presented an update on the Missouri 
Electric Works project and was given authority to ap¬ 
prove an order of consent when agreement was reach¬ 
ed with EPA. He also gave an update on the progress 
of the proposed merger of Corn Belt Electric and 



Menard Electric Cooperatives. He indicated he had 
recently visited with the employees of Corn Belt Elec¬ 
tric cooperative at Bloomington, which followed a 
similar visitation by Jeff Reeves, manager of Corn Belt, 
with the employees of Menard Electric. 

Attorney Smith gave an update on the Cole Energy 
vs Menard Electric case and indicated that a motion 
for a summary judgment on behalf of Menard Electric 
was in the process of being filed with the court. He also 
gave a report on a legal seminar he recently attended. 

The board of directors went into executive session 
for the annual appraisal of the Cooperative’s manager. 

Upon return from the executive session president 
Bell reported on the activities of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives, and director Carls 
presented a report on the activities of WIPCO and its 
recent board meeting. He also discussed the proposed 
bylaws for the Soyland Power cooperative and the 
Soyland budget proposals for 1989. 

A list of nine uncollectible accounts was presented 

to the board with a recommendation for write-off in 
the amount of $1,502.37. Upon motion duly made and 
seconded, the write-offs were approved. In addition 
seven agreements for electric service were approved 
by the board as presented. 

The Inventory of Work Orders for October 1988, was 
presented in the amount of $66,421 and approved. 

Payment of bills as reflected by checks 090202 
through 090469 was approved. 

Five service permits and 45 membership applications 
received during the month of October were approved 
by the board. 

The Special Occasion Vouchers of the directors as 
presented were also approved. 

Directors were reminded of seminars to be held 
during the next three months, along with the NRECA 
annual meeting, to be held in early 1989. 

There being no further business to come before the 
meeting, the meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

Closed-loop heat pump 
The selection of a heating and cooling system for a 

home or business is an important investment decision 
for any member. For a variety of reasons, energy costs 
have increased substantially since the mid 1970s. 
Because of this, many members are taking a good, hard 
look at the many high efficiency heating and cooling 
systems now on the market. 

However, energy cost alone is not the only impor¬ 
tant factor to consider. Research has shown that 
members also want a safe heating and cooling system 
that offers comfort, convenience and control. 

The earth-coupled ground source heat pump is an 
alternative that is proving itself throughout the Midwest 
in meeting members’ needs efficiently and economical¬ 
ly. The concept is not really new — the heat pump has 
been around for about 40 years. But recent advances 
in heat pump design and pipe materials now make 
ground source heat pumps the most reliable and effi¬ 
cient heating and cooling system available. 

To understand how a ground source heat pump 
works, think of the earth as a huge solar collector. The 
temperature of the earth at a depth of six feet will re¬ 
main relatively constant year round, usually between 

45-55 degrees Fahrenheit. The ground source heat 
pump makes efficient use of the earth’s natural heat 
storage capability to heat and cool your home or 
business. 

Unlike conventional fossil fuel furnaces that burn 
fuel to produce heat, the ground source system uses 
the principles of refrigeration to draw heat from the 
ground in winter, intensify that heat and pump it into 
your home. In summer, a reversing valve flips the pro¬ 
cess around, allowing you to cool your house and 
transfer heat to the cooler ground outside. 

Because the ground source system relies on the more 

constant temperature of the ground rather than the 
outside air, they are more efficient and economical 
than conventional air-to-air heat pumps. In fact, for 
each unit of electricity going into the ground source 
heat pump, as many as 3% units of heat will be 
delivered. Even high-efficiency gas furnaces can’t come 
close to this type of efficiency, because there is no fuel 
that will produce more heat than it contains. The most 
efficient gas furnace has an efficiency rating of 95 per¬ 
cent during the coldest day of the year, but when the 
temperatures are more moderate their efficiencies may 
drop. Compare that to the consistent 300-plus percent 
of a ground source heat pump, regardless of weather 
conditions. 

In addition to this, there is a desuper heater available 
that provides hot water without sacrificing comfort. 
The desuper heater will drastically reduce water 
heating costs, and during the summer months may pro¬ 
vide hot water virtually free by diverting heat to the 
water heater before transporting it to the ground 
outside. 

Because of its unique efficiencies, a ground source 
system can lower your heating costs 50 percent to 70 
percent and reduce cooling costs by 30 percent to 40 
percent over conventional systems. Exact savings will 
depend upon the building construction and the 
member’s usage patterns. However, in most cases, a 
payback may be realized in three to five years. 

If you are interested or would like to have a free cost 
analysis study done on your home, please contact your 
Cooperative. 

Remember, members of Menard Electric who install 
a ground source heat pump may receive a rebate of 
$333 per ton. 
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Installing a closed-loop heat pump system 

Materials needed to install ground source heat pump. 
Bill Ortgessen (WaterFurnace dealer in Petersburg) 
helps install Kraig Krause's loop. 

Steve Ritchie stands in front of his installed loop. Steve's system was installed by Allied Plumbing and Heating 
of Springfield. 

Ground source heat pump unit 
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The heat transfer piping is buried deep. 


