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by Robert E. Gant 

Christmas has come and gone, and we are beginn¬ 
ing another year. We hope you and yours experienc¬ 
ed a joyous holiday season and wish you luck in stick¬ 
ing to your new year’s resolutions. As we look ahead, 
we hope this year will be even better than last. 

As we at Illinois Rural Electric Co. (IREC) look back 
over the last couple of years, we notice several good 
things that bear mentioning. In January 1986 we told 
you that rates would be level for two to three years. Ac¬ 
tually, the rates were lowered. This was done beginn¬ 
ing with the April 1986 kilowatt-hours sales, when our 
base rate was reduced by 1.7 cents. Also, since that time, 
we have not had to pass on any wholesale power cost 
adjustments. These things, coupled with some incen¬ 
tive programs the co-op has been promoting, have led 
to an upswing in kilowatt-hour sales. An increase in 
sales benefits all members by providing more of a base 
over which we can spread our fixed costs. 

When we lowered our base rate to 7.0 cents, we did 
so with the promise that REA would do some restruc¬ 

turing of Western Illinois Power Cooperative’s (WIP- 
CO) share of the Clinton plant debt. At that time, we 
did not have all the details on the restructuring figures 
so we estimated what we thought our wholesale power 
costs would be. Now that we know more of the restuc- 
turing details, and we have seen WIPCO’s 1988 budget 
figures, we can see that our base rate will be about one- 
half cent below that of our power supplier. 

While we anticipate that our wholesale power cost 
will stabilize in the 7.5-8.0 cent range with only infla¬ 
tionary increases over the next seven or eight years, we 
also realize that IREC cannot sell kilowatt-hours for less 
than they cost. We plan to use an average 5 mill (one- 
half cent) wholesale power cost adjustment (WPCA). 

However, for an average user of 800 kwh the cost for 
a kilowatt-hour used in December 1987 will still be less 
than the cost of a kilowatt-hour in December 1985. 
There will be about a $4 monthly increase over what 
you have paid for the past one and one-half years but 
your bill, if you are an average consumer of 800 kwh, 
will still be about $11.50 less for electricity than two 
years ago. Below is a comparison of costs for 800 
kilowatt-hours, the average usage for IREC members. 
The figures compare February costs for 1986, 1987 and 
1988. 

Your cooperative board and management are striv¬ 
ing to assure that you do not pay any more for elec¬ 
tricity than is necessary. 

Cost for 800 kilowatt-hours 
February 1986 February 1987 February 1988 

Facilities Charge 
1st 600 kwh @ 14* 
next 200 kwh @ 12* 
WPCA 
Tax 

$ 11.00 
84.00 
24.00 
none 
2.56 

Facilities Charge 
1st 500 kwh @ 12* 
next 300 kwh @11* 
WPCA 
Tax 

$ 10.50 
60.00 
33.00 
none 
2.56 

Facilities Charge 
1st 500 kwh @ 12* 
next 300 kwh @11* 
WPCA 
Tax 

$ 10.50 
60.00 
33.00 

4.00 
2.56 

$121.56 $106.06 $110.06 

Board meeting report - ili J 

The board of directors met at the office of the 
cooperative on December 7, 1987. All of the directors 
were present except director Merton Pond. Also pre¬ 
sent were Robert E. Gant, manager; Lucien Nash, of¬ 
fice manager; Mark Martin, director of member and 
public relations and Robert Bonjean, IREC attorney. 

The minutes of the board of directors meeting of 

November 2, 1987, were reviewed and approved. 

The chairman next asked for a review of the finan¬ 
cial report and asked the manager for his comments. 
The manager went down the operating report, noting 
that revenues were lower than expected for the month 
and for the year, but were offset by lower power costs. 
This is reflective of lower retail sales than had been an- 
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ticipated by the budget. There was a margin of 
$59,106.00 for the month and also a total margin of 
$258,572 for the year through October. The manager 
note'd that the kilowatt-hour sales were about 2,000,000 
ahead of last year but they were less than the 1987 
budget. When all questions were answered, the finan¬ 
cial report was approved as mailed with the notice of 
the meeting. The board then reviewed the accounts 
paid report and approved it as mailed with the notice 
of the meeting. The chairman then asked the manager 
to give the condition of cash report as of December 
1, 1987, in which the manager gave balances in the local 
banks, as well as balances held in other banks 
throughout our territory. 

The manager next presented his cash flow study and 
financial trend analysis that he had upgraded from the 
previous board meeting and explained to the board 
that sales for October were down and that the projected 
sales for November were also down due to the mild 
weather that we had been having and that grain dry¬ 
ing was already completed. With 2 ’/2 million kilowatt- 
hour sales less than had been anticipated, it shed a total¬ 
ly different light on meeting the financial ratios for the 
year, and would impact next years financial position. 
The manager stated that next years Soyland/WIPCO 
pool budget had been presented and would be approv¬ 
ed at the next WIPCO board meeting which called for 
power to be about 74 mills with a projection of Illinois 
Rural buying about 105 million kilowatt-hours in 1988. 
The manager stated that he felt that 105 million 
kilowatt-hours might be a little bit high, in light of what 
1987 was doing and the lesser sales would cause the 
cost of kilowatt-hour wholesale to be around 75 mills. 
He then stated that the present retail rates, without 
wholesale power cost adjustments, are based upon a 
70 mill cost of power and the 5 mills would have to 
be studied relative to the 1988 budget and it was felt 
that an additional amount of wholesale power cost ad¬ 
justment may have to be passed on to the member. 

The chairman asked the manager to explain the 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulation Act. This 
regulation calls for a medical examination, as well as 
a driving and written test for large truck drivers. The 
manager stated he had about 15 employees who need 
to qualify under the Federal Motor Carrier Act. The 
board approved the manager to qualify these drivers. 

The chairman next called upon the Load Building 
and Sales Promotion Committee, headed by Jeral 
Miller, to give a report on the meeting of that commit¬ 
tee held on November 17. The committee chairman 
reported on the marketing activities of Illinois Rural 
and stated that these ideas would be developed into 
a marketing plan by Mark Martin, who would also be 
putting together the 1988 advertising budget. The com¬ 

mittee was to meet on the 21st of December for fur¬ 
ther deliberation. 

The chairman called upon various directors to report 
on the Continuing Education Courses they had attend¬ 
ed. They felt that these courses were very worthwhile 
in educating directors to the operation of the business. 
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The board chairman then reported on the board of 
directors meeting of the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives in Springfield, held on November 19, 
1987, allowing other board members to know what was 
happening on the state level. 

The chairman then called upon the attorney, Robert 
Bonjean, to report on developments in the FRIER I suit 
and also the FRIER II suit, about which there were hear¬ 
ings held on the 7th and 8th of December. The attorney 
reported on the witnesses that were called in the FRIER 
I suit and informed the board concerning their 
testimony and what they were trying to show that the 
FRIER group could better sue Illinois Power than 
Soyland/WIPCO under the present contract. The at¬ 
torney stated that under the FRIER II suit where the 
FRIER group is suing some cooperative leaders who 
did not go along with their thinking, had had a meeting 
with attorney Rich Molchan, who filed a motion for 
more time and was to file a motion to dismiss this suit. 

The chairman next called upon the manager to 
report on the November 12 Western Illinois Power 
Cooperative meeting, in which he stated that all direc¬ 
tors were present, except Dale Lepper from Menard 
Electric. Energy sales for October were about 15 per¬ 
cent below budget, but sales for the year were about 
1.8 percent above 1987 budget. Jim Greenwood attend¬ 
ed the meeting and reported on the operation of the 
Clinton plant, in which he stated that during October, 
there were 213,000,000 kilowatt-hours generated at the 
nuclear plant and that it had completed its 100-hour 
full capacity warranty run and then was scheduled for 
a 35-day inspection testing and maintenance outage, 
which began on October 15. The plant would then 
come back on line around the 20th of November and 
continue to operate on through until March. The 
manager reported that Pearl plant was operating 
smoothly and that the transmission system was conti¬ 
nuing to operate satisfactorily. The attorney, Forrest 
Keaton, gave a report concerning the developments in 
the restructuring of the WIPCO debt and the board 
president gave a report on the meetings of the 
Soyland/WIPCO merger committee. 

The chairman then asked the manager to give the 
accident report, in which the manager reported on a 
couple of accidents which involved no loss of time. 

The chairman asked the manager to report on the 
directors-officers liability insurance, in which the 
manager stated that they had extended the policy for 
90 days and that other insurance was being offered by 
Frank B. Hall, a very comparable policy to what we had 
been carrying up to now. 

The chairman asked Mark Martin to discuss with the 
board the Youth to Washington Tour for 1988 and the 
Youth Day in Springfield. The board then approved 
participation in these programs. 

The board then approved 32 memberships in the 
cooperative that were executed by the officers. 

There being no further business to come before this 
meeting, the meeting was adjourned. 



Lindsey retires after 
Two present employees of Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

will be assuming the responsibilities of George R. Lind¬ 
sey, who recently retired. Lindsey, who was the 
manager of the Member Service Department, retired 
on Friday, January 8, closing out a career of more than 
38 years with the Winchester-based cooperative. His 
duties will be assumed by Steve Wisdom, Special Ser¬ 
vices Manager, and Mark Martin, Director of Members 
and Public Relations. 

Lindsey’s service, which began on November 3, 1949, 
included the last 28 as the Member Service Department 
Manager. He began work for IREC on a construction 
crew and later worked on a service crew at Carrollton. 
He returned to Winchester and worked on a crew 
building substations. He was named warehouses super¬ 
visor and was promoted to manager of the newly form¬ 
ed Member Service Department in 1960. 

Lindsey, a Pike County native, and his wife, the 
former Audra Bettis and a native of Alsey, live in Win¬ 
chester. They are the parents of seven children: Rosann, 
Sharon Kay, Carolyn Sue, George, Jr., Patricia, Gloria, 
and Kathryn. They have 12 grandchildren. The Lind¬ 
seys are members of St. Mark’s Catholic Church. 

Lindsey had been active in a variety of organizations 
related to rural electrification, including serving as 
president of the Member Service/Power Use Section of 
the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. He 
also was a member of the Illinois Farm Electrification 
Council (IFEC) and served on that organization’s com¬ 
mittees dealing with electric heat, environmental con¬ 
trols and vocational agriculture. He is the recipient of 
merit and appreciation awards from the IFEC. 

In 1986, he was awarded the Honorary State FFA 
Degree, the highest honorary degree of membership 
the Future Farmers of America can bestow. 

Lindsey has been active in a number of community 
organizations. A veteran of U.S. Army service during 
World War II, he is a member of Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post No. 1379 and American Legion Julian Wells 
Post No. 442, which he served as post commander. He 
is also a member of Loyal Order of Moose Lodge No. 

George R. Lindsey (second from 
right), a 38-year employee of 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. (IREC), 
retired Friday, January 8. With 
Lindsey are IREC manager Robert 
E. Gant (right); Steve L. Wisdom 
(left), special services manager for 
IREC; and Mark E. Martin, IREC 
manager of member and public 
relations. Wisdom and Martin have 
taken over most of the respon¬ 
sibilities of Lindsey, who had been 
manager of the Member Service 
Department since 1960. 

38 years with IREC 
865 and the Winchester Kiwanis Club. 

Lindsey, who plans to travel and camp in his retire¬ 
ment, says he has seen a number of changes during his 
career with IREC. Lindsey says communications equip¬ 
ment such as radios in trucks, new types of machinery 
such as bucket trucks, digger trucks and trenchers, and 
technological developments such as computers have 
made significant improvements in helping the 
cooperative provide the best electric service possible. 

IREC manager Robert E. Gant said Lindsey has been 
an outstanding contributor to the success of IREC over 
the years. “George has been very supportive of the 
cooperative during his career. He was there when he 
was needed. He has been IREC to a large number of 
people. In retirement, he deserves time for himself 
after such a career of service to his electric 
cooperative,” Gant added. 

Wisdom, a Winchester native, is a graduate of Win¬ 
chester High School and ITT Technical Institute in In¬ 
dianapolis in 1969 with an associate degree in electrical 
engineering technology. After four years with Public 
Service Company of Indiana, Wisdom returned to Win¬ 
chester in 1973 as an employee of IREC. He was a 
groundman in the Barry area, an apprentice lineman 
in the meter department and became meter serviceman 
in 1980. He was named to his present position in 1987. 

He has been an instructor for the underground 
classes of the Illinois Electric Cooperatives’ Hot Line 
School two years and is a cardiopulmonary resuscita¬ 
tion trainer. Wisdom and his wife, the former Becky 
Stice, have two children: Jennifer and Matt. 

Martin is a long-time Winchester resident who was 
graduated from Winchester High School in 1976. He 
received a bachelor’s degree in agronomy from the 
University of Illinois in 1980. He has been an IREC 
employee for one year. 

From 1980 until 1987, he was employed by the Scott 
County Soil and Water Conservation District. He and 
his wife, the former Judi Fearneyhough, have two 
children: Alyssa and Adam. 
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Win a free one-week 
trip to Washington 

Who may enter 
High school sophomores 

and juniors 
Any high school 
sophomore or 
junior living in a 
residence served 
by Illinois Rural Electric 
Co. Members of an im¬ 
mediate family of any 
board member or emplo¬ 
yee of a rural electric 
cooperative are not 
eligible. 

Rules of the contest 
Each student will be required to write an essay (in 

their own words) on “Illinois Rural Electric Co.: a com¬ 
munity asset” and submit it to Illinois Rural Electric 
Co., 2-12 South Main Street, Winchester, Illinois 62694, 
on or before March 11. Essays are to be typewritten on 
814 by 11 inch paper, one side only, double spaced and 
not exceed 1,000 words. Washington, D.C., trip winners 
will be required to attend Illinois Rural Electric Co.’s 
annual meeting and give a brief presentation about 
their Springfield and Washington trips. Resource 
material will be mailed to you upon receipt of entry 
coupon or may be picked up at Illinois Rural Electric 
Co.’s Member Service Department in Winchester. 

One student from each side of the Illinois River will 
be awarded an all-expense-paid, seven-day trip to 
Washington, D.C., June 10-17, 1988. 

Clip and Mail to: 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
2-12 South Main 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 Date  
Attn: Mark E. Martin 

I wish to enter the “Youth to Washington” essay 
contest. 

(Name of Applicant) (Age) _ 

(Name of Parents)  

(Mailing Address)  

(Phone Number)   

(High School) (Class/Year) 

Semifinalists during Springfield trip. 

In addition 
Ten semi-finalists from each side of the Illinois River 

will receive a free trip to their state capital in 
Springfield, which includes: 
• Get-acquainted session at the Springfield Hilton 

Hotel with other students from cooperatives 
throughout the state 

• Tour of Springfield’s historic sites including the 
Governor’s Mansion, progress on Lincoln’s Home 
restoration, State Capitol Building, Illinois State 
Museum, the Old State Capitol, and the Lincoln- 
Herndon Law Offices. 

• Enjoy a dinner night with Senators and Represen¬ 
tatives and other elected officials on Tuesday, April 
19. 

• Chaperones and all arrangements of the day are to 
be taken care of by Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
Transportation will be provided from Illinois Rural 
Electric Co.’s office in Winchester. 
Use the coupon at lower left to enter. 

1987 Washington 
tour winners 

Sandra Bangert (left) of Bluffs and Anne Kamp of 
Batchtown represented Illinois Rural Electric Co. as 

J winners of the 1987 essay contest. 
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Ralph Baird (center) has retired 
after a career of more than 40 
years with Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
At the left is Don Long, who 
replaces Baird as operating 
superintendent. At the right is 
manager Robert E. Gant. 

Ralph Baird closes out 40-year career 
Ralph E. Baird of Winchester, operating superinten¬ 

dent for Illinois Rural Electric Co. since 1981, retired 
January 31, closing out a career in rural electrification 
that spanned more than 40 years. 

Baird, who went to work for the Winchester-based 
electric cooperative in October 1947, began work on 
a line maintenance brush crew. He later worked on a 
construction crew and became an apprentice lineman, 
working in Calhoun County. He was named area 
serviceman out of the Winchester headquarters in 1951 
and became foreman of a construction and 
maintenance crew in 1966. He was named assistant 
operating superintendent in 1971. 

Don Long, also of Winchester and a 22-year 
employee of IREC, replaces Baird as operating 
superintendent. 

Baird is a native of Scott County. He attended a 
country school and was graduated from Winchester 
High School in 1945. He worked for an area farmer 
between high school and employment by IREC. 

In 1948 he married the former Elma Ruth Whewell 
of Winchester. They have three children: Dale Baird 
of Mahomet, Dalene Fearneyhough of Alsey and Kevin 
Baird of Winchester. They have eight grandchildren. 

Baird is an active member of the First Baptist Church 
in Winchester, serving on the board of trustees and 
board of deacons, and is involved in the men’s 
fellowship and Sunday school. 

Baird was involved in a number of professional 
activities, including the Illinois Electric Cooperatives’ 
Hot Line School, in which he was a student and later 
an instructor. He also served as an officer of the Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives’ Plant Supervisory Personnel 

Association. Baird was also safety coordinator for IREC. 
His retirement plans include his livestock farm near 

Winchester and traveling. 
Baird says the most important change he saw over 

the 40 years has been the transition from construction 
to maintenance as a principal role of the cooperative. 
“Transformer sizes have increased, and wire is much 
heavier than in the past,” he adds. “You don’t have to 
dig any holes by hand now. You use hydraulic equip¬ 
ment. It’s made it easier,” Baird says. 

IREC manager Robert E. Gant said,” Forty years is 
a lot of experience. You can’t beat experience. Ralph 
has been really important to this cooperative over the 
years. He would do anything for Illinois Rural. He was 
there when he was needed.” 

Long brings 32 years of electric cooperative 
experience to the operating superintendent’s job. 
Before coming to IREC, he worked some 10 years for 
N. W. Electric Power Cooperative of Missouri, where 
he was a line foreman. 

Long began for IREC as a crewman on a line truck, 
working on transmission lines jointly for IREC and 
Western Illinois Power Cooperative, IREC’s power 
supplier. He became serviceman in the Winchester area 
and was later named foreman and assistant 
superintendent. 

An instructor for the Hot Line School for four years, 
Long is a native of Milan, Missouri, and was graduated 
from high school there in 1956. 

He and his wife, Janice, have three sons: Rick of 
Winchester, Craig of Bluffs, and Randy of Barry. I hey 

have five grandchildren, with two more expected at any 
time. 
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Clockwise from above: Judy and Larry Forrester and their 
children. Bill Duncan (foreground) of Hurt Plumbing and Heating 
works with IREC's Tom Anders (background) to assure proper 
separation of pipe in the trench as it is being backfilled. A special 
heat tool is used to fuse sections of the pipe. 

WaterFurnace system 
installed in IREC territory 

Though there are other ground source heat pump 
systems around, the first WaterFurnace System that'we 
know of in this are was recently installed. Mr. and Mrs. 
Larry Forrester, IREC members, are now the proud 
owners of this new heating, cooling, and hot water 
heating system. The Member Service Department of 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. and representatives of Water¬ 
Furnace of Illinois were on hand to help with the 
installation. IREC did the trenching, and Dan Ealy of 

WaterFurnace supervised the installation and hookup 
of the outside pipe. Hurt’s Plumbing 8c Heating of 
Manchester received the bid for the job. 

The idea behind the WaterFurnace system is to use 
the earth to heat and cool your home. A water-and- 
antifreeze solution is circulated through a special kind 
of pipe that has been buried in the ground. In the 
winter, the water will absorb heat from the soil and 
then use it to heat the house. In the summer, the system 
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Grant program popular with IREC members 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. members have shown 

considerable interest in Rural Home Energy Program 
grants available from the Illinois Department of Energy 
and Natural Resources (ENR). 

Your cooperative received a total allocation of 
$69,000 from this state home weatherization and 
energy conservation program established especially for 
electric cooperative members. We have had a large 
number of members file applications for grants, and 
some members have completed their projects. Applica¬ 
tions submitted by IREC as of January 31 total about 
$35,000. 

This program, which resulted from legislation 
approved by the Illinois General Assembly last year, 
is in the first of what your board and management hope 
will be three years in which the grants will be made 
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available for qualifying low- and moderate-income 
households. The funding in the second and third years 
will depend largely on the success of this first year of 
the program. 

Because there are a number of grant applications for 
varying amounts pending with ENR (which determines 

applications’ eligibility for grants), IREC does not know 
exactly when its allocations for the first year will run 
out. It is possible that some members who have filed 

applications will not receive grants this year but may 
be approved for grants in the second year if there is 
funding. Interested members should continue to apply. 
Your board and management are taking the approach 
that this program will be funded in the remaining two 
years. Applications are considered on a first-come, first- 
served basis. 



Clockwise from below: Many rural homesites are suited for the horizon¬ 
tal installation, which is often less expensive than the vertical method. 
This underground connection is the only entry of the pipe into the 
structure. Randy Myers, who worked for Hurt during this installation, 
checks the thermostat; he is now an employee of WaterFurnace of 
Illinois. Duncan works on the inside part of the unit. A special device 
is used to purge air from and pressure test the underground pipe system. 

plf and transfers the heat from your home 
All this time, any excess heat produced 

Kesses can be used to heat the water used 

information about this type of heating and 
[em, contact the Member Service Depart- 
1-3128 and talk with Steve Wisdom. 

High school sophomores and juniors! 
There is still plenty of time left to enter the 1988 Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
“Youth to Washington” essay contest. Two students from the service area 
will win week-long tours to Washington, D.C., in June and 10 semi-finalists 
from each side of the Illinois River will win one-day tours to Springfield 
in April. See the January 1988 issue of the Illinois Rural Electric News 
or contact Mark Martin at IREC for entry information. 
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Board meeting report o 
The board of directors met at the office of the 

cooperative in Winchester, on January 4, 1988, at 1:30 
p.m. All directors were present at the board meeting, 
along with the manager, office manager, director of 
member and public relations and the attorney. 

The minutes were approved as mailed with the 
notice of the meeting. The board then reviewed the 
financial report and the manager reported that loads 
for November were under budget and the kilowatt-hour 
sales would be under budget for the year. The manager 
then reviewed all of the expense items for the board 
and concluded his report with showing an operating 
loss for the month of November, but that year-to-date 
actual margins were $219,194.98. 

The manager was then asked to give the condition 
of cash report in which he reported on general funds 
held in local banks, as well as banks throughout our 
territory, and also reported on the CFC interest rates 
for long-term, intermediate and short-term loans. 

The chairman then asked for the load building 
report in which the manager reported on the appliance 
sales and wiring sales for the member service depart¬ 
ment for the month of November. 

The board next took up the agenda item relative to 
the 1988 Operating Budget and asked the chairman of 
the budget committee to report. Ronald Myers went 
through the prepared budget indicating the revenues 
expected from the sales of electricity in 1988 by each 
class of customer. He then explained the cost of power 
and how it was calculated. He then went through all 
other estimated expenses of the cooperative on a 
month-to-month basis and concluded with the cash 
basis budget for 1988. The discussion that followed con¬ 
cerned the cost of power in 1987, the payment of equity 
funding (which is charged to the wholesale power cost), 
and the effects these items will have on the 1988 budget. 
Because of the amount of equity funding that was paid 
to the Soyland/WIPCO pool during 1987, the 
cooperative would not be able to meet the financial re¬ 
quirements of REA and CFC for 1987 and would show 
a net loss in 1987, but this would allow the cooperative 
to begin 1988 with a lower power cost than in 1987 and 
would have less impact on the retail rates in 1988 and 
beyond. Upon this determination, the 1988 budget was 
approved with the revisions made. 

The chairman then asked the budget committee and 
manager to discuss the capital expenditures budget, to 
determine what capital expenditures items, such as 
transportation, communications, and metering equip¬ 
ment should be purchased in 1988. Following this 
discussion, the capital expenditures budget was 
approved. 

The member services budget for the operation of the 
member services department was then discussed, along 
with the load building budget and both of these 
budgets were approved after thorough discussion. 

The chairman then asked the manager to report on 
the WIPCO board meeting held on December 10, in 
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which the manager gave a report on the operation of 
the WIPCO/Soyland pool, including the operation of 
the Clinton nuclear plant, the Pearl generating station, 
as well as the operation of the transmission system of 
WIPCO to deliver that power to Illinois Rural’s substa¬ 
tions. The WIPCO board approved the auditing firm 
of Deliotte, Haskins & Sells to do the 1987 audit. The 
manager also stated the WIPCO board approved the 
Soyland/WIPCO pool operating budget for 1988, as 
well as the capital expenditures budget for 1988. There 
was a short report on the refinancing of the WIPCO 
debt and the latest developments in that restructuring 
process. The attorney, Forrest Keaton, reported on the 
FRIER suits and other pending litigation throughout 
the State of Illinois. 

The board then certified William Griswold and 
Robert Gant to serve as directors on the WIPCO board 
for 1988, with James Brannan as alternate. 

Attorney Bonjean then updated the board on pen¬ 
ding litigation on FRIER I and FRIER II lawsuits, as 
well as reporting on other pending litigation. 

The chairman then introduced the subject of conti¬ 
nuing education for directors and discussed a course 
offered by the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. Several directors made plans to attend 
the upcoming course to learn more about the role of 
a rural electric cooperative director. 

The chairman, who serves as a delegate to the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperative’s board, 
then reported on the Association’s December 17 
meeting and gave the board of directors a statewide 
and national view of what is going on in the field of 
rural electrification. 

The chairman also reminded the board of the up¬ 
coming meeting of the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association and asked the manager to 
review the program for the board. The manager also 
stated we would need to select voting representatives 
and alternate voting representatives to represent Il¬ 
linois Rural Electric Co. for this meeting, as well as for 
the annual meetings of CFC and NRTC, which are held 
at the same time and location as the NRECA meeting. 
Those selections were made by resolution. 

The board then acted upon a return of membership 
fee, as requested by a member. 

The chairman then asked the manager to explain the 
write off of delinquent accounts for the period July 
1986 through December 1986 and the board then acted 
upon writing off delinquent accounts to the reserve 
that is established for that purpose. 

The manager then gave the accident report, repor¬ 
ting on a non-loss of time accident and also brought 
the board up-to-date on problems of two other 
employees who are currently off work. 

Thirty-four new memberships were approved. 
There being no further business to come before this 

meeting, the meeting was adjourned. 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

L \ ML v 
by Robert E. Gant 

WIPCO refinancing 
Western Illinois Power Cooperative has taken 

another important step to assure stable wholesale 
power costs for its seven member systems, including 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

On February 23 Congressman Bob Michel 
announced that a financing plan had been approved 
to allow WIPCO to pay off $282 million in loans to the 
Federal Financing Bank (FFB) with money borrowed 
on the private market. WIPCO will save an estimated 
$5 million per year because of this plan. Interest rates 
WIPCO paid to the FFB averaged about 11 percent. 
New interest rates are expected to be about 9 percent. 

WIPCO is one of the first electric cooperatives in the 

nation to take advantage of a refinancing plan 
approved last fall by Congress in the Omnibus Budget 
Reconciliation Act of 1987. 

The legislation allows generation and transmission 
cooperatives throughout the country to refinance in 
1988 up to a total of $2 billion on debts to the Federal 
Financing Bank. Previously, payment to the FFB 
involved penalties that offset any potential interest 
savings. WIPCO has borrowed approximately $406 
million through the Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion and the Federal Financing Bank to finance its 6.3 
percent ownership participation in the nuclear Clin¬ 
ton Power Station. 

Dean Searls, interim general manager of WIPCO, 
said the savings from refinancing combined with other 
cost-cutting measures will allow WIPCO’s rates to 
stabilize. Searls said, “WIPCO’s rates will stabilize, 
tracking the estimated annual inflation rate of 3 
percent per year.” 

“This agreement represents many months of effort 
to provide much-needed financial relief for the seven 
distribution cooperatives that serve approximately 
45,000 Illinois consumers,” Michel said. 

The list grows 
We continue to receive phone calls from members 

who are interested in weatherizing their home through 
the Rural Home Energy Grant Program. Interest has 
been so great that we have more applications on file 
than money available this year. The key words here are 
“this year,” because we hope this program will be 
available to our members for at least two more years. 

As of the end of February, Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
had submitted applications to the Department of 
Energy and Natural Resources amounting to all of the 
$69,000 that we were allocated this fiscal year. There 
is still a chance that more money would become 
available if some of the other electric cooperatives in 
the state are unable to use all of their allocation. 
Chances of this are not very good, however, as response 
to this program has been good throughout the state. 

Where is all of this money going? It’s going to help 
pay for the costs of making weatherization 
improvements to rural electric cooperatives members’ 

homes. These improvements include measures such as 
insulation, storm doors and windows, water heater 
jackets, replacement furnaces, and new water heaters, 
to name a few. 

We foresee a few changes in the program for next 
year, but we won’t know exactly what they will be until 
we hear that the program will be funded again. Until 
then, we will continue to add the names of interested 
members to our list. To get your name on the list for 
next year (the State’s fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 
30), contact Illinois Rural Electric Co. at 742-3128. 

Mark your calendar! 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
Annual Meeting 

Wednesday, July 13 
Scott County 4-H Fairgrounds 

Winchester 
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Board meeting report <2 
RESUME OF REGULAR MEETING 

OF FEBRUARY 1, 1988 

The board of directors met at the cooperative’s office 
in Winchester on February 1, 1988, at 1:30 p.m. All 
directors were present along with the general manager, 
office manager, director of member and public rela¬ 
tions and the cooperative’s attorney. 

The minutes were approved with two minor wording 
changes. The board then reviewed the financial report 
and asked the general manager for his comments con¬ 
cerning the report. Gant pointed out that year-to-date 
figures on the report represented the full year of 1987. 
The figures showed a margin for the year of 
$100,075.70, which was somewhat under budget, part¬ 
ly due to expenses being greater than revenues for the 
month of December. Gant also discussed the treatment 
of equity funding. He reported that $590,000 worth of 
equity funding had been paid last year, but after discus¬ 
sions with IREC’s auditor and REA’s accountant, the 
treatment of equity funding was still undecided. REA 
had requested additional information so that it may 
evaluate its accounting position on this matter. After 
all questions had been answered concerning the finan¬ 
cial report, it was approved as mailed. 

The accounts paid report was also approved as mail¬ 
ed following some discussion. The board then review¬ 
ed the revised 1988 budget, which had changed because 
of a reduction in the cost of power from the 
Soyland/WIPCO pool. The change resulted in bring¬ 
ing the cost of power more in line with the retail rates. 
The general manager explained this revision and its 
effect on the balance sheet, the cash budget, and the 
cash flow study for 1988. After some discussion the 
board resolved to accept the revised budget and review 
it each month. 

The chairman then asked the general manager to 
give the construction and maintenance report, in which 
he stated that 9,065,472 kilowatt-hours were purchas¬ 
ed in December with 8,474,127 kwh being sold for a 
line loss of only 6.6 percent. Three primary services 
were constructed and five idle services were removed 
during January. 

The condition of cash was reviewed. Gant gave the 
balances in local banks and reported on current 
interest rates at CFG. 

The load building report showed that the Member 
Service Department sold 19 appliances in December 
and had a margin of $5,320.14 for the month. 

The next agenda item was a discussion of a direc¬ 
tors and officers liability insurance policy. After review 
of the situation, the board passed a resolution calling 
for the general manager to obtain a $5 million policy 
from the Reliance Insurance Company. 

After discussion on the matter, the board moved to 
approve a short-term line of credit with CFG and 
authorized the general manager to draw funds on a 
short-term basis with CFG if needed. The board also 
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approved the general manager’s certification for calen¬ 
dar year 1987. 

The chairman then asked Gant to give a report on 
the regular WIPCO board meeting held on January 13, 
1988. M.J.M. presented a resolution to elect an alter¬ 
nate director. Jim Greenwood of the Soyland/WIPCO 
pool reported on the Clinton Power Station. Clinton 
had operated through December at a level of 79.6 per¬ 
cent and generated 589,000 megawatt-hours. The Pearl 
plant did not run at all during December, but the crews 
have been doing repair work, painting, and weather 
proofing equipment. The WIPCO board has authoriz¬ 
ed an Engineering Firm, Burns & McDonald of Kansas 
City, to study the Soyland/WIPCO merger and prepare 
a report. WIPCO has submitted an application to 
refinance $282 million of its debt under the Omnibus 
Reconciliation Act of 1987. With declining interest 
rates, it would be advantageous to refinance and there 
seems to be a more positive attitude towards refinanc¬ 
ing G&T loans. 

Attorney Bonjean reported on the two FRIER 
lawsuits. Concerning FRIER I, Bonjean had written the 
directors informing them of the judge’s order (then 
unsigned) to allow WIPCO and Soyland as plaintiffs 
against Illinois Power. Once the order is signed the 
FRIER group will have 30 days to file an appeal. 
Concerning FRIER II, there has not been a new judge 
assigned to this case, and the attorney for the WIPCO 
directors has not yet filed a response. The attorney also 
added that a lawsuit has been filed by Cole Energy 
Development against Menard Electric concerning the 
PURPA regulations requiring Menard to purchase elec¬ 
tricity from a co-generator. 

Jeral Miller gave a report of the January 20, 1988, 
Marketing Committee meeting, which he chaired. The 
main item of discussion at this meeting centered 
around a membership survey. A list of possible survey 
questions was handed out and discussed. Additional 
work needs to be done on the survey, but the board 
passed a resolution that the Marketing Committee 
should conduct a member survey and use the results 
to help determine marketing direction in selling 

kilowatt-hours. 
The Annual Meeting Committee also met on January 

20, 1988, and chairman J. M. Sapp reported on that 
meeting. Possible dates for the meeting, the format to 
be used, and potential bylaw amendments relative to 
the Not-For-Profit Act were discussed. The board then 
moved to hold the 1988 annual meeting on July 13, 
1988, at the Scott County Fairgrounds in Winchester. 
The format for the meeting will be the same as last year 
and the attorney will check on possible bylaw 
amendments. 

Gant was then asked to report on the January 21, 
1988, meeting of the state association. During that 
meeting Earl Struck talked about new legislation 
relative to the wheeling of electric power. Other reports 
were also given by various department heads. 



Several directors who had recently attended Course 
550.2, “What Cannot Be Delegated,” gave their impres¬ 
sions of the course which dealt with their fiduciary 
responsibilities as directors of IREC. Plans were also 
made for directors to attend upcoming Course 542.2, 
“Key Ratios and Trend Analysis,” to be held in early 
March. 

Final plans were made for the directors to attend the 
NRECA Annual Meeting in New Orleans, Louisiana 
February 7-11. Transportation plans, registration 
forms, and agenda items were discussed. 

The board acted to return one membership. 
Under other business, Gant stated that his wife had 

been asked to serve as the IREC key woman for the 

Service is our 
You should be aware that Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

has a Member Service Department to help serve the 
needs of its members. This is the department that works 
on the member’s side of the meter. Please read on to 
find out what we can do for you. 

ELECTRIC WATER HEATER 
We can replace elements or thermostats and assure 

proper wiring for your present electric water heater. 
If you need a new water heater, we currently have a 
program where a member can purchase a new 
82-gallon energy efficient water heater for only $125 
plus tax. This price includes delivery and, for just a little 
extra, we will install it. In addition, IREC members with 
electric water heaters qualify for a special water heater 
rate, which can save $20 per month over the basic farm 
and home rate. 

ELECTRIC HEAT 
Do you want baseboard heat, ceiling cable heat, an 

electric furnace, or the highly efficient WaterFurnace 
system? We can work with you to determine what type 
of electric heat best suits your wants and needs and we 
can also help insure proper installation. 

GRAIN BINS/LIVESTOCK BUILDINGS 
Proper wiring of farm facilities helps provide for safe 

National Rural Electric Women’s Association. As she 
was willing to serve, the board unanimously adopted 
a resolution to appoint Janet Gant as the key woman 
to represent part of Illinois for the NREWA. 

Also under other business, the director of member 
and public relations reported on the status of the Rural 
Home Energy Grant Program. Response to the pro¬ 
gram has been very good and the funding will probably 
be depleted by March 1. 

There were no accidents to report for the month of 
January and two employees, who had been off, were 
back to work. 

Twenty-seven memberships were approved, and the 
meeting was adjourned. 

business 
and efficient operation of farm equipment. Our wiring 
jobs are done according to code so you can realize the 
full benefits from your electric machinery. We also have 
an inventory of parts and materials for those who want 
to do the work themselves. 

HOME APPUANCES 
The Member Service Department sells both small 

and major appliances. For the kitchen we offer Hot- 
point refrigerators, ranges, and microwave ovens, along 
with many time-saving items such as can openers, crock 
pots and food processors. We also have both chest and 
upright freezers and a line of Hotpoint and Maytag 
dishwashers, washing machines, and dryers. Keep cool 
this summer with a Hotpoint air conditioner or a 
20-inch floor fan. 

FINANCING 
It’s available to qualified members. 
This is but a sampling of the goods and services 

available from the Member Service Department to 
increase the comfort and convenience on the farm and 
in the home. To find out how we can be of service to 
you, stop by or call the Member Service Department 
at Illinois Rural Electric Co. Remember, service is our 
business, and we are here to serve you. 

The scramble is on 
The Federal Communications Commission says that 

more satellite television programmers will begin to 
scramble their signals in 1988. The following channels 
have plans to scramble this year or already have done 
so: The Disney Channel, The Weather Channel, The 
Nostalgia Channel, Arts and Entertainment, Hit Video 
USA, Country Music Channel, WTBS, Learning Chan¬ 
nel, and American Movie Classics. We also understand 
that satellite feeds of major league baseball games will 
be scrambled starting on opening day of the 1988 
season. 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. offers a subscription 
package of programs for members who have decoders. 
Our package includes several channels that are already 
scrambled, as well as some that have not yet encrypted 
but plan to do so. IREC’s package includes: Cable News 

Network; CNN Headline News; “superstations” WGN 
(Chicago), WOR (New York), KTVT (Dallas-Fort Worth) 
and WPIX (New York), ESPN (the sports channel); 
CBN; Hit Video USA; The Nostalgia Channel; Coun¬ 
try Music Channel; Learning Channel; Home Sports 
Entertainment, and The Travel Channel. 

In addition, negotiations are currently under way to 
add Lifetime, a lifestyle and health channel, and USA 
network, with movies, sports, and variety, to our listing. 

Options available to the basic package include Prime 
Time 24 (NBC, CBS and ABC) and SelecTV movies. 

IREC also has VideoCipher II decoders and various 
brands of receivers and dishes available for purchase 
by our members. Our prices are competitive and the 
quality of this equipment is very good. For more 
information about our programming package or the 
satellite TV equipment, stop by the Member Service 
Department in Winchester or call 742-3128. 
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With the Amazing 
Lime Eliminator. 

Self-Cleaning 
Reduces Lime Build-up 

Automatically 

\    
CUP AND MAIL: 

To: 
ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO. 
2-12 South Main St., 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 

Attn: Steve Wisdom 

IMPORTANT 
If you have an electric water heater you must send in 
the COUPON to Illinois Rural Electric Co. so one of 
our employees can check the heater and see that you 
get on the NEW HEATER RATE: This can save you 
up to $20.00 each month. 

NAME   

ADDRESS  

TOWN    

PHONE  

□ Yes, I would like a new water heater, from IREC. 
□ I am the home owner. 
□ 1 would like for you to check my water heater and 
put me on the special rate. 

Signed  

Your electric Service Saver can pay 
for itself with Energy Savings. 
See how much you can save. 

*Note below for details. 

82 Operating Cost/Savings 

Gallon 1 Year 7'/2 Years 10 Years 

Standard Model $557 $5,361 $11,297 

Service Saver $438 $4,216 $ 8,901 

Savings $119 $1,145 $ 2,396 

•These charts compare our "Standard” model and our new 
“Service Saver™” model, supplying 64.3 gallons of hot water per 
day, heated thru a 90° temperature rise. These figures are based 
on results of tests prescribed by the Department of Energy, as 
published in the October 4 1977 Federi Register, under “Test 
Procedures for Water Heaters’.' Energy costs used in charts were 
published in the Federal Register on Sept. 12, 1983. 

Your cost will vary depending on your local energy rate and 
how you use the product. 

These estimates are based on a national average electric rate 
of 7.63C per kilowatt hour 

Save up to $20 

a month on your 

electric bill from 

Illinois Rural 

Electric Co. 
It isn’t often you get the opportunity to save $20 a 

month. That’s $240 per year. No gimmicks, either. 
Just sign up for the new Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

electric water heater rate. It’s simple! If you are a member 
of the electric cooperative and you operate an electric 
water heater, you’re eligible for the new rate. It’s a five cent 

per kilowatt-hour reduction for 400 kilowatt-hours per 
month. If you use the maximum, you’ll save $20 a month. 
No timers or other restrictions, either. 

Here’s another deal! Illinois Rural Electric Co. will sell 
its member-owners an “Energy Saver Plus” high-technology 
electric water heater for the unheard-of price of $125. 
Cooperative personnel will deliver the water heater unit and 
place it as close to the installation area as possible. Installa¬ 
tion and removal of the old unit are the responsibility of 
the member. 

The cooperative’s new electric water heater rate went 
into effect January 1, 1986. Get signed up now. Better yet, 
get signed up and order your new money-saving, energy- 
efficient electric water heater from Illinois Rural Electric 
Co. For more information, call Steve Wisdom at 742-3128. 

If you prefer, clip the coupon in this ad and return it to 
the cooperative. Then sit back and wait. Your cooperative 
personnel will call on you soon! 
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Nomination committee selected 
During the annual meeting which was held on July 

15, 1987, the membership voted to amend the bylaws 
where they concerned the election of directors. Arti¬ 
cle IV, Section 4 of the bylaws of Illinois Rural Electric 
Co. now reads as follows: 

Section 4. Nominations. It shall be the du¬ 
ty of the Board of Directors to appoint, not 
less than ninety (90) days nor more than 
one-hundred sixty (160) days before the date 
of the meeting of the members at which 
directors are to be elected, a committee on 
nominations consisting of not less than five 
(5) nor more than eleven (11) members who 
shall be selected so as to give equitable 
representation on the committee to the 
geographical areas served or to be served by 
the Cooperative. No officer or member of 
the board of directors shall be appointed a 
member of such committee. The committee 
shall prepare and post at the principal of¬ 
fice of the Cooperative at least forty-five (45) 
days before the meeting a list of nomina¬ 
tions for directors and such nominees shall 
be selected from the respective directors 
districts of the cooperative service area 
scheduled for election under Section 2 of 
this Article. 

In addition, any fifteen (15) or more 
members may make other nominations for 
directors in the respective director districts 
scheduled for election under Section 2 of 
this Article, in writing, over their signatures 
not less than forty-five (45) days prior to the 
meeting and the secretary shall post the 
same at the same place where the list of 
nominations made by the committee is 
posted. 

The secretary shall mail with the notice 
of the meeting a statement of the number 
of directors to be elected from each district 
and showing separately the nominations 
made by the committee on nominations and 
any nominations made by petition for each 
director district. The members may, at any 
meeting at which a director or directors 
shall be removed, as provided by Article III, 
Section 6, elect a successor or successors 

thereto without compliance with the fore¬ 
going provisions with respect to nomina¬ 
tions. 

Not withstanding anything in this section 
contained, failure to comply with any of the 
provisions of this section shall not affect, in 
any manner whatsoever, the validity of any 
election of directors. 

This bylaw replaced one that allowed for nomina¬ 
tions from the floor at the annual meeting. The pre¬ 
sent bylaw calls for the names of all nominees to be 
posted at the cooperative’s office at least 45 days prior 
to the annual meeting. This should give all members 
a chance to inquire into the background of each 
nominee and provide for a better informed member¬ 
ship at the time of the election. 

As stated in the board report, the nominating com¬ 
mittee will meet at the cooperative’s office on May 16, 
1988, at 10 a.m. to discuss the nominations for direc¬ 
tors in four districts. The nomination committee and 
alternates are as follows: 

Eugene Rawlins, R.R.3, Box 206, 
Roodhouse, 111. 

Alt. Robert R. Pembrook, R. R. 1, 
Box 191, Greenfield, 111. 

Donald Wilson, R. R. 1, Box 134, 
Murrayville, 111. 

Alt Joseph J. Clegg, R. R. 4, Box 35, 
Jacksonville, 111. 

James H. Campbell, R. R. 2X, Box 28, 
Winchester, 111. 

Alt. Steve Hurrelbrink, R. R. 2, 
Box 199, Winchester, 111. 

Silas Lemons, Box 65, Milton, 111. 

Alt. Fred L. Bradshaw, R. R. 1, Box 259, 
Griggsville, 111. 

August Nolle, R. R. 1, Golden Eagle, 111. 

Alt. John Nolle, Jr., R. R. 1, Box 115, 
Golden Eagle, 111. 

The terms of four directors will expire this year. They 
are Jeral Miller, District 5; Francis Toppmeyer, District 
9; Jim Brannan, District 10; and Bill Griswold, District 
11. The five-person nominating committee will meet 
to place in nomination names of persons to fill these 
three-year terms. 
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Board meeting report o =nm 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s office 

in Winchester on March 7, 1988, at 1:30 p.m. All direc¬ 
tors were present, except John Early. Also present were 
the general manager, office manager , director of 
member and public relations and the cooperative’s 
attorney. 

The minutes were approved with one minor correc¬ 
tion. The board then reviewed the financial report and 
asked the general manager for his comments concern¬ 
ing the report. Gant explained that revenues were 
slightly above budget, but the power bill was also above 
budget due to higher-than-normal loads in January. He 
then explained the expense side of the statistical report, 
which showed a $2,710 deficit for the month. The 
budget had projected a $9,006 deficit. When all ques¬ 
tions were answered, the financial report was approved. 

The accounts paid report was approved as mailed 
following some discussion. The general manager was 
then asked to give the construction and maintenance 
report, in which he stated the cooperative had purchas¬ 
ed 10,066,999 kilowatt-hours for January. Sales were 
8,757,599 which generated $1,004,604.82 in revenues. 
Gant concluded the report by saying that much of the 
outdoor work was limited to brush cutting due to soft 
county road conditions. 

The condition of cash was reviewed. Gant gave the 
balances in local banks and reported on current CFG 
interest rates. 

The load building report showed that the Member 
Service Department sold 12 appliances in January, but 
due to a slowdown of service work, the department 
showed a deficit of $1,805.74. 

The board then discussed the recent NRECA annual 
meeting held in New Orleans, La., and attended by 
11,299 people. Several keynote speakers gave presen¬ 
tations, numerous business items were acted on, and 
various political concerns were brought up at the 
meeting. 

The next agenda item was the evaluation of transpor¬ 
tation bids. It was noted that the 1988 budget allowed 
for the purchase of two 1988 cab-and-chassis, one-ton 
trucks. Bids were solicited from all Ford dealers in our 
territory for these four-wheel drive vehicles. The board 
accepted the low bid from Oitker Ford Sales in Barry 
and passed a resolution directing the general manager 
to make the purchase. 

The board then proceeded with the appointment of 
a nominating committee. With the annual meeting date 
set for July 13, there were 128 days until the annual 
meeting. The bylaws stated that a nominating commit- 

Mark Your Calendar! 
IREC ANNUAL MEETING 
Wednesday, July 13, 1988 

Scott County 4-H 
Fairgrounds Winchester 

tee of not less than five nor more than 11 members 
would be selected to give good geographic representa¬ 
tion of the total service area. This committee should 
be appointed not less than 90 days nor more than 160 
days from the date of the annual meeting. All nomina¬ 
tions needed to be posted in the principle office of the 
cooperative at least 45 days prior to the annual 
meeting. The general manager stated that the terms 
would be expiring for those directors in District 5, Jeral 
Miller; District 9, Francis Toppmeyer; District 10, Jim 
Brannan, and District 11, Bill Griswold. After some 
discussion, the board approved the following persons 
to serve on the nominating committee: Eugene Rawlins, 

Donald Wilson, James Campbell, Silas Lemons, and 
August Nolle. Their respective alternates were: Robert 
Pembrook, Joseph Clegg, Steve Hurrelbrink, Fred 
Bradshaw and John Nolle, Jr. The nominating commit¬ 
tee will meet at the cooperative’s office on May 16, 
1988, at 10 a.m. 

Mark Martin was then asked to give a report on the 
membership survey. He noted some of the results of 
the telephone survey, which was 41 percent complete. 
He also noted results from a mail-out type survey that 
was done through Sangamon State University about 
three years ago. More work will be done on the survey 
with the results to be given at a later meeting. 

The general manager then reported on the regular 
WIPCO board meeting of February 17, 1988. The 
Clinton plant was available for 100 percent of the time 
with a capacity factor of 92.2 percent. The electrical 
output was 678,000,405 megawatt-hours. A planned 
shutdown was scheduled for March 19. Terry Killday, 
line superintendent, gave a transmission report. For¬ 
rest Keaton, attorney, gave a refinancing report. Burns 
and McDonald, engineering firm, reported that 
WIPCO should remain part of the Soyland/WIPCO 
pool and should eventually merge with Soyland. 

The board then discussed the WIPCO refinancing 
as a separate agenda item. Gant felt that the WIPCO- 
Soyland merger should take place around the middle 
of the year. 

Directors officers liability insurance was then discuss¬ 
ed. Gant reported that he had been contacted by a 
representative of Frank B. Hall saying they would not 
honor the binder that they had sent. After some discus¬ 
sion, it was decided to send a letter stating our posi¬ 
tion and have the attorney investigate the legalities of 
this cancellation. 

The attorney then reported on FRIER I and FRIER 
II. FRIER I: The judge has ruled in favor of 

Soyland/WIPCO to sue IP. Attempts are now being 
made to write court orders. FRIER II: a motion to 
dismiss the case has been presented and a judge is 
being sought to hear the case. 

Mr. Gant was then asked to report on the regular 
AIEC meeting. He expounded on reports made by 
Steve Ring, Bob Patton, Robert Ripplemeyer, Carl 
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Dufner, Earl Struck and Tom Moore. 
The board discussed Continuing Education Courses, 

approved R. C. Lacy to attend the IEEE 1988 Rural Elec¬ 
tric Power Conference, and heard a report on a loss 
of time accident. 

Under other business, manager and board member 
appraisal forms were presented and discussed. They 
will be reviewed independently and analyzed at a later 
time. Plans were made for directors to attend the 

Legislative Planning Conference in Washington, D.C., 
in May. The board approved the purchase of a new 
copy machine. The general manager reviewed the 
various REA and CFC notes that make up our total debt 
structure. Finally, the board passed a resolution to 
increase the per diem paid directors for regular and 
special board meetings to $75 a day, which is more in 
line with other rural electric cooperative’s rates. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 

Do you have an electric water heater? 
If you do, you should be on the special water heater 

rate. To find out if you are, you can check your bill 
to see if you are receiving a credit for any kilowatt- 
hours used between 500 and 900. Each kwh used in this 
range will show a 5 cent credit. As an example, if your 
total bill was for 879 kwh, and you were on the water 
heater rate, you should see an $18.95 (379 kwh x 5 cent) 
credit in the box marked “electric water heater sav¬ 
ings.” You can see that a savings of as much as $20 per 
month could be realized by being on the water heater 
rate. 

To get on this special rate, just fill out the coupon 

below and return it to Illinois Rural Electric Co. One 
of our employees will come to your house to check the 
water heater and make sure that you start receiving this 
credit on your bill. 

Should you need to replace your present water 
heater, keep in mind that IREC has 80-gallon electric 
water heaters available for purchase by members for 
only $125 plus tax. This heater has low-wattage 
elements, a built-in lime fighter, insulation to R-20 and 
meets all ASHRAE 90 standards. 

For more information on the water heater program, 
call 742-3128. 

r "I 

To all members who have an electric water heater 
If you have turned in the coupon below before, 

you are on the electric water heater rate and a 
credit is showing on your electric bill and you 
don’t have to turn in this one. 

But, if you have an electric water heater and 
have not turned in a coupon, then you are pay¬ 
ing more for your kilowatt-hours to heat water 
and we URGE you to turn in this coupon. 

The all-electric homes and offices are on the 
rate. 

Clip and Mail: 
To: ILINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO. 2-12 South 
Main St. Winchester, Illinois 62694 Attn: Steve 
Wisdom 

IMPORTANT 
If you have an electric water heater you must 

send in the COUPON to Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
so one of our employees can check the heater 

and see that you get on the NEW HEATER RATE: 
This can save you up to $20.00 each month. 

NAME  

ADDRESS   

TOWN  

PHONE  

□ Yes, I would like a new water heater, from 
IREC. 

□ I am the home owner. 
□ I would like for you to check my water heater 

and put me on the special rate. 

Signed  

Security lights available for rent 
Have you ever stepped out the door at night and trip¬ 

ped over a bicycle you couldn’t see? Or maybe you have 
thought it would be a good idea to be able to keep an 
eye on your machine shed at night. If you are inconve¬ 
nienced by darkness around your home, then perhaps 
you should consider renting a security light from Il¬ 
linois Rural Electric Co. 

These rental lights not only provide visibility around 
the farmstead, they also provide security for a family 
member who may be home alone at night. For just 

$7.50 a month, IREC will provide a 175-watt mercury 

vapor light that will come on automatically at dusk and 
go off at dawn. In addition, IREC will perform any 
necessary routine maintenance at no extra charge. Also 
keep in mind that the electricity supplied to these ren¬ 
tal lights does not go through your meter. The mon¬ 
thly rental fee covers the electricity usage of the light, 
the light itself, and the maintenance costs. 

Call the IREC office at 742-3128 to see about getting 
a rental light installed at your home. It will provide 
your family with years of convenience and security. 
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Your Member Service Department has a full 
line of Maytag and Hotpoint appliances 

Sales and Service 

■ hi-efficiency 18,000/17,700 BTU air 

conditioner-9.0/9.0 EER ■ 8.7/9.5 amps, 

230/208 volts ■ 2 speeds ■ vent control 

■ Power Saver Switch ■ Quick-Mount panels 

■ wood grain look. 

Model KVM18DB 

BUCK 
AT A GREAT LOW PRICE! 

COOKS FAST BY 
TIME WITH THE 

60 MINUTE 
TIMER 

VARIABLE 
POWER 
LEVELS 

CHEST FREEZER! 
■ 15.0 cu. ft. food freezer 

■ built-in lock ■ gliding wire 

basket ■ defrost water drain 

■ adjustable temperature 

control ■ textured lid. 

Model FH15CK 

■ super-quiet Silentaire air conditioner ■ 9800 

BTU ■ 12.0 amps, 115 volts ■ 2 speeds ■ vent 

control ■ Quick-Mount panels ■ wood grain 

look. 

Model KQ810AV 

■ 17,700/17,400 BTU air conditioner ■ 13.0/ 

13.9 amps, 230/208 volts ■ 2 speeds ■ vent 

control ■ Save Energy Range ■ Quick-Mount 

panels ■ wood grain look. 

Model KLA18DA 

DEPENDABLE 
JETCLEAN" 

DISHWASHERS 

CAPACITY 

20.7 CU. FT. 
REFRIGERATOR WITH HUGE 

6.31 CU. FT. FREEZER & TEXTURED DOORS! 

• Nobody gets your 

dishes cleaner than 
Maytag. • Nobody 
else builds 

dishwashers like 
Maytag. 

30" RANGE WITH 

SELF-CLEANING OVEN 

HOTPOINT For the long run. 

15 South Walnut, Winchester 
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Across 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

The sky is open 
Rural TV Basic Package price reduced 

For those members who already have satellite TV 
equipment, you know how it increased the spectrum 
of available television programming. You also know 
how that spectrum is narrowing again due to the 
scrambling of your favorite channels’ signals. 

Whether you are a first-time buyer of satellite TV 
equipment or you are just wanting to watch some of 
the channels that have been lost due to scrambling, 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. may be able to help. 

For those who are looking to build a system from 
the ground up, IREC can offer a choice of dishes, 
receivers and electronics that can give you the features 
you are looking for at a price you can afford. Winegard, 
Laux or Unimesh dishes can be matched with Chapar¬ 

ral, Houston Tracker, Uniden, EchoStar (to name a few) 
receivers and high-quality electronics to open the sky 
for you. 

VideoCipher II decoders are available and can be 
added to a present system or included as part of a new 
one. 

An added note for farmers — AgriVisor is now 
available through any residential satellite TV system. 
Stop by your Farm Bureau office for more details on 
how you can receive AgriVisor services. 

Once you have a system that is capable of decoding 
the encrypted signal, then you sign up for the Rural 
TV program package that IREC has to offer. This pro¬ 
gramming package includes stations for news, sports, 
movies and a variety of family entertainment stations. 
Below is a listing of the Rural TV package and the 
available options along with some pricing. 

The price of the Basic Package has been reduced, 
and we have added USA Network and WTBS-Atlanta. 
WWOR-New York has been dropped from the package. 

Contact Steve Wisdom at 742-3128 for more infor¬ 
mation on available equipment and programming. 

s^Jturai 

Option A — $3.55/month 
Primetime 24 

WABC-New York (ABC) 
WBBM - Chicago (CBS) 
WXIA-Atlanta (NBC) 

Basic Package — $8.95/month 
Cable News Network 
CNN Headline News 
ESPN 
Christian Broadcasting Network 
USA Network 
WGN-Chicago (Superstation) 
WPIX-New York (Superstation) 
KTVT-Dallas (Superstation) 
WTBS-Atlanta (Superstation) 

Option B — $8.95/month 
Premium Movie Service: SelecTV 

Prices effective June 1, 1988 

Board meeting report SD 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s office office manager, director of member and public 

in Winchester on April 4, 1988, at 1:30 p.m. All direc- relations, and the cooperative’s attorney, 
tors were present along with the general manager, The minutes of the previous meeting were review- 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/May 1988 12a 



ed and approved as mailed. The board then reviewed 
the financial report with the general manager answer¬ 
ing several questions. Revenues were somewhat short 
for the month but the cooperative had year-to-date 
margins of $97,594.45. The financial report was 
approved as mailed. 

After several questions were answered concerning 
the accounts paid report, it was approved as mailed. 
The general manager then gave the construction and 
maintenance report. The cooperative purchased 
9,210,774 kilowatt-hours for February while sales for 
the same month were 8,534,296 kilowatt-hours for a 
line loss of 7.4 percent. 

The condition of cash report was given. The manager 
gave balances in the area banks and updated the board 
on current CFG rates. The manager also gave the load 
building report which showed the Member Service 
Department sold eight appliances in February. 

Dave Barber of Clifton, Gunderson 8c Co. was 
introduced. He presented the audit report for the year 
ending Dec. 31, 1987. After making some general com¬ 
ments about the audit and Illinois Rural’s accounting 
records and inventory control, he talked about an 
adjustment that was to be made. The entry was to 
accrue the unpaid obligation of $1,059,843 for WIPCO 
equity funding. This would cause the operating state¬ 
ment for 1987 to show a loss of $958,667. After some 
discussion, a resolution was passed to accept the audit 
and financial statement as presented. 

The next agenda item was a report on banking 
investments. The manager explained the policy has 
been to hold about $250,000 in reserve in banking 
institutions throughout the service area. The amount 
of interest being earned on these certificates is very 
close to the commercial paper rate from CFG. There 
was much discussion about these investments and a 
motion was passed by a 5 to 4 vote, with one absten¬ 
tion, that the manager be directed to convert all CD’s 
to commercial paper as they mature. 

The board then discussed the developments in direc¬ 
tors officers liability insurance. The general manager 
stated that there had been some problems obtaining 
a D&O policy but he had some additional bids. The 
board reviewed the offers and, feeling that the 
insurance was needed, passed a resolution directing the 
manager to secure $5 million worth of coverage at a 
premium cost of $16,750 from Lloyd’s of London. The 
manager told the board that the workmen’s compen¬ 
sation, general liability and fleet coverage insurance 
policies would be coming up on May 1, 1988. He 
anticipated that premiums for these policies would be 
less than last year due to increased competition from 
insurance companies. He asked the board’s permission 
to purchase the best possible package at his discretion, 
since a decision would have to be made before the next 
board meeting. The board, through a resolution, 
directed the manager to make the decision on an 

insurance package. 
The next item was a review of the employee medical 

insurance plan. A bid had been given by another com- 
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pany, but, after comparison, it was felt that the current 
plan was better for the dollars paid. Renewal for the 
present policy would be in September and the board 
could review this item again at that time. 

The chairman then asked the manager to report on 
the regular WIPCO meeting and the recently held 
annual meeting. The Clinton plant had come off line 
on March 19 for routine maintenance and will be back 
on line in about 30 days. Regular down times are being 
planned during off peak months for refueling. 
Transmission lines are being rerouted due to GIF work, 
and, as a result, the Hadley and Kellerville subs would 
get a transmission feed from CIPS. At WIPCO’s annual 
meeting, Tom Eddy of REA spoke relative to the 
restructuring and eventual merger with Soyland Power 
Cooperative. The manager felt the annual meeting had 
gone smoothly. 

The attorney reported that nothing was happening 
in the FRIER I suit. The judge had not set down the 
order allowing Soyland/WIPCO to sue Illinois Power. 
In FRIER II, Mr. Molchan will try to get the case on 
file as soon as he has the affidavits to support the fil¬ 
ing. The defendants have asked that the case be heard 
and disposed of as soon as possible. 

A report was given of a meeting of the WIPCO and 
Soyland merger committees. A plan had been 
presented where Soyland and WIPCO would merge 
and Soyland would be the surviving corporation. If 
approved, the actual merger would be effective Jan. 1, 
1989, with the decision to be made soon. The plan calls 
for a common rate and is conditioned upon REA 
restructuring WIPCO’s debt. 

A report was then given on the AIEC regular 
meeting. Steve Ring gave the financial report, Robert 
Ripplemeyer reviewed the NRECA board meeting, and 
Carl Dufner reported on some projects in which he was 
involved. Earl Struck gave a legislative report, Bob 
Patton discussed the Rural Home Energy Grant pro¬ 
gram and Tom Moore talked about Illinois Rural Elec¬ 
tric Youth Day. Gordon Olsen talked about the 
availability of population data for each cooperative and 
used Illinois Rural Electric Co. as an example. 

Further plans were made for directors to attend the 
Legislative Planning Conference in Washington, D.C., 
in May. The accident report was given. There were two 
accidents in March, but neither one resulted in any loss 
of time. The board voted to return one membership 
and approved application for 37 memberships. 

After breaking for supper, the board reconvened for 
one final agenda item. That item, the evaluation of the 
General Manager, was performed with the help of 
appraisal forms and in the absence of the manager. 
Upon the manager’s return the chairman asked for his 
appraisal of the board. The board then gave their 
appraisal of the manager. Mr. Gant was offered a one 
year contract from April 1, 1988, through March 31, 
1989. He stated that he looked forward to continuing 
to work with the board of directors. Following some 
discussion, the meeting was adjourned. 
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Above: Seven outstanding area students took part in 
the "Illinois Rural Electric Youth Day" activities 
Tuesday, April 19, in Springfield, where they toured 
the State Capitol, Lincoln sites and other points of in¬ 
terest. The seven students, sponsored by Illinois Rural 
Electric Co., met for the tour with some 90 other 
students from across the state. After the day-long 
event, the students and their chaperones met with 
area legislators for dinner. From left are Vince Demuzio 
(D-49) of Carlinville, David Smith of Pittsfield, Susan 
Talkemeyer of Arenzville, Brenda Wohlers of Franklin, 
Amanda Grimsley of Jacksonville, and Lori Ruble of 
Pittsfield. Back row from left are: Kevin Hannel of 
Jacksonville, Carmalitta Bradley of Rockport, and 
chaperones Tim Vasilko and Mark Martin. During the 
evening meeting, the cooperative announced that Ru¬ 
ble and Grimsley were selected as finalists in Illinois 
Rural Electric's "Youth to Washington, D.C." tour in 
early June. Right: Rep. Tom Ryder, (R-97) of 
Jerseyville, also joined the students for the event. 

IREC supports Crime Watch and 
Crimestoppers programs in area 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. has been involved with the 
Crime Watch program for about one year now. 
Cooperative personnel continue to be on the alert for 
suspicious persons, crimes in progress, threatening 
weather conditions, accidents, fires and other emergen¬ 
cies. These employees can use the cooperative’s radio- 
equipped vehicles to report a rural emergency to the 
dispatcher, who, in turn, contacts the proper 
authorities. The employees are advised not to try to 
stop a crime in progress, but they can serve as the eyes 

and ears for the local law enforcement agencies. 
Crimestoppers is another crime-deterring organiza¬ 

tion that IREC supports. Many communities are becom¬ 
ing involved with Crimestoppers where rewards are of¬ 
fered for anonymous tips that lead to an arrest. 

Neither Crime Watch nor Crimestoppers will com¬ 
pletely eliminate crime, but IREC supports both of 
these organizations because they are community- 
involvement associations that help to make our area 
a better place to live. 
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Don't forget IREC annual meeting 
Wednesday, July 13, 1988 

Scott County 4-H Fairgrounds — Winchester 

Telephone survey completed 
The Member Service Department recently conducted 

a telephone survey of a portion of its membership. The 
survey was done in an effort to obtain data that could 
be used in developing a marketing plan for your 
cooperative. One hundred members in the Greenfield 
substation area were asked questions concerning family 
size and age, source of income, types of heating, air con¬ 
ditioning and water heating systems in the home, and 
sources of news and advertising information. 

We would like to thank those members who par¬ 
ticipated in the survey. In addition to answering the 
questions, many people gave comments that should 

prove useful in helping Illinois Rural Electric Co. bet¬ 
ter serve its members. Each member who answered the 
survey had a chance at one of three $25 electric bill 
credits. We would like to congratulate Melvin Prough, 
Keith Tapen and Julius Gilbert on being the winners 
of these credits. 

As this marketing plan is developed, IREC will be 
trying to consider the wants and needs of as many 
members as possible. If you have a concern you would 
like to make known, contact Mark Martin at 742-3128. 
We are here to serve you, but it is your responsibility 
to let us know if we are doing a good job. 

Will your air conditioner 
make it through another summer? 

Your Member Service Department can check it out and tune it up so you're ready when 
the hot weather gets here. If you need a new one or an additional unit, we have a variety 
of Hotpoint models available. Call or stop by. 

■ hi-efficiency 18,000/17,700 BTU air 
conditioner-9.0/9.0 EER ■ 8.7/9.5 amps, 
230/208 volts ■ 2 speeds ■ vent control 
■ Power Saver Switch ■ Quick-Mount panels 
■ wood grain look. 

Model KVM18DB 

■ 17,700/17,400 BTU air conditioner ■ 13.0/ 
13.9 amps, 230/208 volts ■ 2 speeds ■ vent 
control ■ Save Energy Range ■ Quick-Mount 
panels ■ wood grain look. 

Model KLA18DA 

■ super-quiet Silentaire air conditioner ■ 9800 
BTU ■ 12.0 amps, 115 volts ■ 2 speeds ■ vent 
control ■ Quick-Mount panels ■ wood grain 
look. 

Model KQ810AV 

— (217)742-3128  

Sales and Service 
15 South Walnut, Winchester 
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Challengers 
will entertain 

again at annual meeting 
Those who attended the Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

annual meeting in 1985 know how good the 
Challengers sound. We heard so many favorable com¬ 
ments about their performances that we have asked 
them back. If you have not heard this band, you will 
want to be sure to attend this year’s annual meeting 
on Wednesday, July 13. 

The Challengers joined forces in 1968, and today 
they are among the foremost pop country music 
organizations in the nation. Fully equipped with sound 
and lighting systems, they’ve logged over a million 
miles in their travels and have appeared at more than 
400 fairs and concerts throughout the United States 
and Canada. 

With five strong vocalists, the Challengers have a 
sound that is uniquely their own. Their fine blending 
of voices and instrumentation has made them a favorite 
back-up group for top artists such as Crystal Gayle, and 
many other recognized names in the entertainment in¬ 
dustry. In fact, they have made concert appearances 
with such top-name entertainers as Mickey Gilley, Oak 

Ridge Boys, Alabama, George Jones and Sylvia, to name 
a few. 

Audiences everywhere and of all ages enjoy the non¬ 
stop, high-energy program of these versatile per¬ 
formers. Spend the day with the Challengers and you’re 
sure to enjoy the fine music extravaganza of their coun¬ 
try western and country pop performance, or you may 
find yourself traveling back in time to the 1950’s. Dress¬ 
ed in 50’s garb, the Challengers will go on to perform 
some of the most celebrated hits of that recording era. 

Over the years, the Challengers have earned the en¬ 
viable reputation of being a dependable attraction. 
They never miss an engagement and never fail to 
please. You are invited to come and see why we asked 
them back. 
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ANNUAL MEETING 
SPECIALS 

Complete Line of 
Hotpoint & Maytag 

Appliances CHEST FREEZER! 

■ 15.0 cu. ft. food freezer 
■ built-in lock ■ gliding wire 

basket ■ defrost water drain 

■ adjustable temperature 

control ■ textured lid. 

Model FH15CK LAB®6 
20.7 CU. FT. 

REFRIGERATOR WITH HUGE 

6.31 CU. FT. FREEZER & TEXTURED DOORS! 

DEPENDABLE 
JETCLEAN™ 

DISHWASHERS 

MAYTAG 
i 

• Nobody gets your 
dishes cleaner than 

■ hi-efficiency air conditioner-8.5/8.5 EER 

■ 14.000/14,200 BTU ■ 7.5/S.2 amps, 230/208 

volts ■ 2 speeds ■ Power Saver Switch ■ vent 

control ■ Quick-Mount panels ■ wood grain 

30” RANGE WITH 

SELF-CLEANING OVEN 

Maytag. • Nobody 
else builds 
dishwashers like 
Maytag. 

look. 
Model KLM15DA 

HOTPOINT For the long run. 

Everything 
Marked Down 

on this Day 

ANNUAL MEETING DAY 
WEDNESDAY. JULY 13. 1988 
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Board meeting report <2 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s of¬ 

fice in Winchester on May 2, 1988, at 5:00 p.m. All 
directors were present along with the general manager, 
office manager, director of member and public rela¬ 
tions, and the cooperative’s attorney. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were review¬ 
ed and approved as mailed. The board then reviewed 
the financial report with the general manager explain¬ 
ing how the equity funding was being handled. The 
report was then approved as mailed. 

After several questions were answered concerning 
the accounts paid report, it was approved as mailed. 
The general manager then gave the construction and 
maintenance report. The cooperative purchased 
8,332,746 kilowatt-hours for March while sales for the 
same month were 7,444,145 kilowatt-hours. 

The condition of cash report was given. The general 
manager gave balances in the area banks as well as the 
amount of commercial paper we were holding. The 
load building report was also given, which showed the 
Member Service Department sold 11 major appliances 
in March. As part of this report, the director of member 
and public relations updated the board on the 1987 
water heater program. Of the 49 water heaters sold last 
year, three were new installations, eight replaced gas 
heaters, and 38 replaced older electric heaters. These 
highly efficient water heaters are being sold for $125 
each, though they cost more than that to purchase. 
Through kilowatt-hour sales, the amount that is being 
subsidized should be recovered in three to three and 
one-half years. The director of member and public rela¬ 
tions then discussed the Rural Home Energy Grant pro¬ 
gram in which the cooperative received $69,000 to 
assist our members with weatherization projects. 
Through this program, IREC was able to help 
weatherize 56 members’ homes. Additional funding has 
been made available which could help two or three 
more members. We anticipate receiving even more fun¬ 
ding in the next fiscal year, which would allow us to 
work with even more members. 

The contract renewal with the National Rural 
Telecommunications Cooperative to provide our 
members with satellite TV programming was approv¬ 
ed. Our programming package was also reviewed with 
a change in the package being discussed. 

General insurance package bids were reviewed. After 
careful consideration, the board agreed with the 
general manager’s decision to accept the bid from 
Nationwide Insurance. The directors officers liability 
will be purchased from Lloyds of London. 

The director of member and public relations made 
a report on the Youth to Washington essay contest. All 
of the participants had taken part in Rural Electric 
Youth Day activities in Springfield, where it was 
announced that Mandy Grimsley of Route 2, Jackson¬ 
ville, and Lori Ruble of Route 1, Pittsfield, were win¬ 
ners of the week-long trip to Washington, D.C. 

The chairman then asked the general manager to 

BD 
report on the regular WIPCO meeting. At that meeting, 
the manager said, Jim Greenwood reported on the 
operations at the Clinton plant, Terry Killday gave a 
transmission report, and Galen Rothering gave a pro¬ 
duction report for the Pearl Plant. WIPCO’s attorney 
also discussed the pending litigation under FRIER I 
and FRIER II. 

The status of the loan from REA to Illinois Rural 
Electric Co. to pay the equity funding was discussed. 
The $576,000 loan at 5 percent interest is dependent 
on IREC paying WIPCO $439,443 in equity funding 
and WIPCO having a restructuring agreement. 

The next agenda item was the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) interconnection policy 
for electric utilities. Illinois Rural Electric Co. has an 
obligation under the Public Utility Regulatory Policies 
Act (PURPA) of 1978 to interconnect with a qualify¬ 
ing small power producer or co-generator. The general 
manager explained some of the problems involved with 
connecting a generator to our distribution lines. The 
feeling of distribution co-ops throughout the state is 
that co-generation and small power production should 
be the responsibility of the G&T cooperative rather 
than the distribution cooperative. After some discus¬ 
sion, the board approved a resolution to waiver our 
responsibilities in these matters to WIPCO. The inter¬ 
connection policy is under consideration by WIPCO. 

The chairman then asked the general manager to 
report on the AIEC regular meeting. He said Steve Ring 
gave the financial report, Vince Moreth reported on 
the status of PCB cases at the Missouri Electric Works, 
Earl Struck gave the legislative update, and Carl Dufner 
reported on some cost-of-service studies he is doing. 
Bob Patton spoke on the Rural Home Energy Program 
and Rural Electric Youth Day. Finally, Tom Moore com¬ 
mented on AIEC’s new staff position of assistant to the 
general manager. 

Final plans were made to attend the legislative con¬ 
ference in Washington, D.C., May 8-11. Issues to be 
discussed at this conference were outlined. Approval 
was given for Tim Vasilko to attend the NRECA Data 
Processing Conference. There was one accident in 
April, which resulted in two days lost time. The board 
approved 33 applications for membership. 

Under other business, Mark Martin was given 
approval to attend the 1988 NRECA National 
Marketing Conference. The final item of business was 
the discussion of energy resource conservation (ERC) 
loans. This deferment-type loan would make it possi¬ 
ble for the cooperative to offer a 5 percent loan pro¬ 
gram for such things as ground-source heat pumps, 
high efficient water heaters, and ceiling, wall and floor 
insulation. After some discussion, the board passed a 
resolution to ask REA if we could participate in the 

ERC loan program. The general manager will see that 
the necessary paperwork is completed. 

There being no further business to come before the 
board, the meeting was adjourned. 
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Your invitation to the 50th annual meeting 
Dear Member: 

Your Board of Directors joins me in extending to you an invitation to attend our big 
50th Annual Meeting and Electrical Fair to be held at the Scott County 4-H Fair Associa¬ 
tion Building, Winchester, starting at 9:30 a.m., D.S.T., July 13, 1988. 

Registration will start at 8 a.m. 
There will be musical entertainment on stage throughout the day, in which our members 

have always displayed much interest. 
We hope that each of you will find time to come to our Annual Meeting this year, so 

that by your interest and cooperation we directors, who have tried in the past year to 
guide your cooperative, will find that you are supporting us. It will be a chance to meet 
old friends and acquaintances and, in general, have a good time. 

Around July 1, you will receive the program of the meeting. On the back cover, you’ll 
find a registration card, which will save you time and possibly eliminate standing in line 
to register Annual Meeting Day. 

We’re hoping to see you! 

William Griswold, President 

DRAWINGS FOR PRIZES 
from Exhibitors & IREC 

For Co-op Members Only 

All Day Long! 

Early 
Bird Award 

Hotpoint 
MICROWAVE 

FREE 

C NIIO 

(In the Morning) 
Elections of Directors 

Progress Reports 

Business 
Meeting: 

12 MEMBERS WILL BE AWARDED $25 
CREDIT ON THEIR ELECTRIC BILLS. Fairgrounds 
Names will be drawn from those 

members registered at the Annual 

Meeting. 

6 drawings will be made at 9:30 a.m. just 

ahead of the entertainment by the 

Challengers. 

6 drawings will be made throughout the 

morning program. 

Farm Automation Equip¬ 

ment, Material Handling 

Equipment, Heating and 

Cooling Systems, Home 

Appliance, and Entertain¬ 

ment Equipment 

LUNCH 
available on the grounds 
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Regardless of whether you have a complaint or a 
compliment, we want to hear from you. We want to con¬ 
tinue to do the things we are doing right, while at the 
same time, we want to work on areas of our service that 
may need improvement. 

Keep in mind that we supply electricity to around 
9,500 meters over a five-county area. For this reason, 
we operate under a set of guidelines that must apply 
equally to all members. Also keep in mind that we are 
here to serve you, so you need to tell us if we are do¬ 
ing a good job. 

There are several ways you can go about letting us 
know what kind of a job we are doing. If you know the 
board director in your area, you can talk with him. He 
is one of the people whom you have elected to help 
set policy concerning how the cooperative is run. You 
can also call the cooperative’s main office in Win¬ 
chester. Simply explain your concern to the swit¬ 
chboard operator, and she will connect you with the 
person who can help you. One other avenue you have 
for communication is to write a letter. This remains 
one of the least expensive and most effective ways to 
express your thoughts. 

Once again, we are here to serve you, but you have 
a responsibility to let us know how we can best do that. 
Let us hear from you. 

Thinking about buying an air conditioner? 
An important way to use energy efficiently and wise¬ 

ly, as well as minimize cooling costs, is to purchase a 
more energy-efficient air conditioner. Before buying 
an air conditioner, you should be able to answer these 
questions for the dealer. How large is the area to be 
cooled? Is it well insulated? How many windows (in¬ 
cluding sizes) are there and are they weatherstripped? 
When buying an air conditioner, the secret is to spend 
less on the purchase, get maximum comfort for your 
dollar and spend less to operate the unit. 

What do efficiency ratings mean? The purpose of 
rating the efficiency of an air conditioner is to indicate 
the relative amount of energy needed to provide a 
specific cooling output. The more efficient the equip¬ 
ment, the less energy used for equivalent cooling 
requirements. 

The Energy Efficiency Ratio (EER) is a mathematical 
ratio involving the cooling output measured in British 
thermal units per hour (Btuh) divided by the electrical 
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power input (watts). The greater the EER, the more ef¬ 
ficient the unit, the more cooling capacity available for 
each kilowatt-hour (kwh) of electricity. For example, 
a window air conditioner unit with an 8,000 Btuh 
capacity rating and an EER of 8 will cost about 33 per¬ 
cent less to operate than a model with an EER of 6. 

Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Let us hear from you 
We often hear from members when a bill seems too 

high, the power is off, or some other type of problem 
exists. This is good because we are here to serve our 
members and if they are having a problem with their 
service, we want to know about it so we can get it 
corrected. 

We also occasionally hear from members as a result 
of the good service we provide: The serviceman was 
there within 30 minutes, weatherization assistance real¬ 
ly helped, received helpful, and courteous service when 
I called in. 

This is good too because it lets us know we are do¬ 
ing our jobs well, and everyone appreciates a pat on 
the back. 



Your lifestyle can make a difference! 
You know, you have complete control over how you 

use your electricity. You choose the ingredients that 
are necessary for you to maintain your standard of 
living. 

The way you live and the way you use your electrical 
appliances have a greater impact on your consumption 
of electricity than the number of appliances you have. 

We in Illinois have relatively good lifestyles, and we 
tend to use more energy than the national average. This 
applies to all forms of energy, not just electricity. 

Let’s take a look at some of these “lifestyle considera¬ 
tions” that can make your electric bill appear to be 
higher than “normal.” 

Family Size 
Let’s face it, there is a direct relationship between 

the number of people living at home and the amount 
of energy that is used. That’s especially true if you have 
teenagers at home. In addition, if friends and relatives 
are visiting, you can expect to use more energy for 
cooking, baking, laundry, and hot water. 

Space heating & cooling 
From a comfort standpoint, most of us prefer to be 

relatively cool in summer and warm in winter. Others 
prefer temperature extremes. In Illinois, humidity plays 
an important part in our year-round comfort, too. If 
we operate dehumidifiers in summer (and, to a lesser 
degree, humidifiers in winter), this contributes to our 
household energy consumption because they tend to 
run continuously. Portable space heaters, air condi¬ 
tioners, and fans in such places as the garage and base¬ 
ment also contribute to our energy consumption. 

By taking a look at our “comfort” lifestyle in terms 
of maintaining relative humidity and temperature, we 
can use energy wisely in many ways. These range from 
adding insulation, weatherstripping and caulking to 
simply turning down the heat and turning off the air 
conditioning in rooms not used. 

Water heating 
About 15 percent of the energy used in the average 

American home is for water heating. Hot water plays 
a very important role in everyone’s lifestyle—but many 
lifestyles require substantial quantities of hot water, and 
that results in higher energy use. 
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Ask yourself some of the following questions: 
“When I take a bath, do I use hot water sparingly, 

or is the tub completely full of water?” 
“Do I take short showers, or do I stay in the shower 

until the hot water gets cold?” 
“Do I repair leaky faucets, or simply let them drip 

and waste hot water?” 
“Do I operate automatic washers and dishwashers 

with a full load, or just whenever it’s convenient? (like 
with a pair of jeans or just a few dishes)?” 

Appliance Use 
You have a host of time and labor saving appliances 

available to help you do your work whenever you need 
their services. These appliances work for you around 
the clock, whenever you choose to use them. But wise 
use of appliances can have a positive effect on your 
energy consumption. 

For example, ask yourself questions like these: 
“Do I turn off lights when a room is not in use, or 

do I leave them on?” 
“Does my television set entertain the entire family, 

or does it entertain an empty room?” 
“Do I leave the oven on ‘warm’ for an extended 

period of time, or do I cook many dishes at once and 
then turn the oven off?” 

These are prime considerations that affect the 
amount of electricity you use to maintain your lifestyle. 
All Americans are part of the residential sector, and 
spirited energy management consciousness is likely to 
start at home. 

The effects of a home and farm energy management 
program can pay big dividends! 
Why is my electric bill higher than my neighbor’s? 

You just answered this question yourself. It’s your 
electric bill, and it reflects the amount of electricity con¬ 
sumed by you and your family in your home and on 
your farm. 

Your neighbor may have a completely different set 
of circumstances: different number of people living at 
home, different lifestyle, different size home, different 
farming equipment and methods, etc. These and many 
other factors make a comparison with your neighbor 
less than meaningful. 



Rashell J. Booth of Rockport, Amanda K. Grimsley of Jacksonville and Lori J. Ruble of Pittsfield were among 
the 31 outstanding high school students from Illinois touring Washington, D.C., June 10-17 as a part of the 
annual "Youth to Washington" tour sponsored by the Electric Cooperatives of Illinois. Amanda and Lori 
represented Illinois Rural Electric Co. (IREC), Winchester, as winners of the essay contest sponsored annual¬ 
ly by the cooperative. Rashell participated as a "Willie Wirehand" student, paying her own way. From left 
are Rashell, Amanda, Lori and Mark E. Martin, Director of Member and Public Relations for IREC. 

Board meeting report <2 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s of¬ 

fice in Winchester on June 6, 1988, at 5 p.m. All direc¬ 
tors were present along with the general manager, of¬ 
fice manager and the cooperative’s attorney. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were review¬ 
ed and approved as mailed. The board then reviewed 
the financial report, which was also approved as 
mailed. 

After several questions were answered concerning 
the accounts paid report, it was approved as mailed. 

The condition of cash report was given. The general 
manager gave balances in the area banks as well as the 
amount of commercial paper we are holding. He also 
noted that interest rates from CFG were up slightly. 

Since the director of member and public relations 
was attending the National Marketing Conference, the 

general manager gave the load building report. The 
Member Service Department sold nine major ap¬ 
pliances in April. The Member Service Department 
report has a new format, which the general manager 
discussed. The satellite TV program was reviewed. The 
price of the basic program package has been reduced 
to $8.95/month. It was also noted that WWOR has been 
replaced with USA Network, and WTBS has been add¬ 
ed to the basic package. The price of SelecTV is now 

ED 
$8.95/month and negotiations are under way with The 
Disney Channel. The general manager then stated that 
the Member Service Department has taken on a fran¬ 
chise for Fedders air conditioners. This should help 
meet the demand by our members as we will continue 
to carry the Hotpoint line. Efforts are being made to 
work with plumbing and heating contractors to pro¬ 
vide them with information concerning the WaterFur- 
nace ground source heat pump system. We can also 
work with members to size a system to fit their home 
using our available computer software. Lori Ruble and 
Mandy Grimsley will go to Washington, D.C. from June 
10-17 as winners of the Youth To Washington essay 
contest. Rashell Booth will also go as a Willie Wirehand 
student. This concluded the report for the Member Ser¬ 
vice Department. 

The next agenda item was the discussion of an REA 
loan application. Illinois Rural Electric has been ap¬ 
proved for a loan in the amount of $580,000 from REA 
at a 5 percent interest rate. This money is to be used 
to pay equity funding to WIPCO. It was noted that two 
other nearby electric cooperatives have been approv¬ 
ed for loans for the same purpose, but their interest 
rate is only 2 percent. After some discussion a resolu¬ 
tion was passed to resubmit the loan application for 
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2 percent money with a letter of explanation stating 
why Illinois Rural Electric Co. should also receive a 2 
percent loan. 

The next item to discuss was the “right-to-know” law. 
The office manager explained that these regulations 
are administered through OSHA and by the U.S. EPA. 
The law is divided into two parts; the employees’ right 
to know and the communities’ right to know. It con¬ 
cerns hazardous chemicals and how we must deal with 
them. After some discussion, a resolution was passed 
to incorporate this law into our current safety policy. 

The general manager then reported that the 
nominating committee had met on May 16,1988, at 10 
a.m. They nominated Jeral Miller of Pittsfield for 
District 5, Francis Toppmeyer of Golden Eagle for 
District 9, James Brannan of Eldred for District 10, and 
William Griswold of Rockbridge for District 11. All of 
these are incumbent directors whose terms expire this 
year. 

Annual meeting plans were then discussed. The An¬ 
nual Meeting Committee will meet on June 15, 1988, 
to review the proof for the annual meeting booklet and 
to go over any other items that are necessary at that 
time. The Challengers will be entertaining this year, 
and Hamilton’s Catering Service will have lunch 
available on the grounds. 

The chairman then asked the general manager to 
report on the regular WIPCO meeting. He reported: 
Mr. Greenwood reported on the Clinton Plant and a 
possible research project at the Pearl Plant. Mr. Kill- 
day gave a transmission report. Mr. Rothering reported 
on operations at the Pearl Plant. The WIPCO board 
voted to hold a special meeting to consider ratifying 
a merger with Soyland Power Cooperative. Mr. Keaton 
then discussed pending legal matters in WIPCO’s area. 

This concluded the report concerning the WIPCO 
board meeting. 

A report was then given on the WIPCO special 
meeting where it was decided by a 6-1 vote that it would 
be in WIPCO’s best interest to merge with Soyland. The 
Soyland board will meet on June 29, 1988, to consider 
this same item. 

Those who attended the 1988 Legislative Planning 
Conference in May reported on their meetings with 
five senators and representatives. Rep. Bob Michel was 
presented an award for his help concerning the 
refinancing of G&T cooperatives. It was felt that this 
conference was once again a success. 

The general manager then reported on the AIEC 
regular meeting. Steve Ring gave the financial report 
and Robert Ripplemeyer gave a report concerning 
NRECA. Earl Struck talked about several legislative bills 
and Carl Dufner gave his report on the EEE Depart¬ 
ment. Reports were also given by Dave Diederich and 
Tom Moore. 

After discussing the removal of an old underground 
fuel tank, the accident report was given. Following this, 
45 memberships were approved. 

Under other business, plans were made to attend the 
18th Annual Illinois Agricultural Legislative Breakfast 
in Springfield. The General Manager reported on the 
telephone study that was done to find out if additional 
phone lines are needed at IREC. It was determined that 
our system is adequate for now. The attorney recom¬ 
mended a change in the bylaws to comply with new 
wording in the Not-For-Profit Act. This change will be 
presented at the annual meeting. The attorney also 
reported on the FRIER I and FRIER II lawsuits. In 
FRIER I, a notice of appeal has been filed with 
arguments to be heard sometime in November, 1988. 
In FRIER II, Judge Richard Cadagin has been ap¬ 
pointed to hear the case, but no date has been set. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 

Electronic equipment sensitive to 
Electronic equipment and appliances used in our 

homes, offices and on the farm can be extremely sen¬ 
sitive to momentary power interruptions. 

Some of these power interruptions are caused by 
lightning bolts, traffic accidents and tree limbs 
brushing or falling on our distribution lines. However, 
most are caused by manual or automatic motors star¬ 
ting, light switches, loose bulbs and other in-home 
usages. 

Your cooperative has protective equipment install¬ 
ed on its lines designed to restore power automatical¬ 
ly if no permanent damage has occurred. This equip¬ 

ment operates to stop the flow of current along a line 
where a fault is detected for the protection of everyone 
along the line. But even split-second interruptions can 
cause electronic equipment to malfunction, leaving 
clocks blinking and warning lights flashing. 

Although most of these momentary interruptions are 
unavoidable, there are several useful tips one can 
follow to eliminate irritating malfunctions. 
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momentary power interruptions 
Tip No. 1 — When purchasing clocks, appliances, 

and equipment with programmable timers, buy models 
with battery carryover or backup. 

Tip No. 2 — To protect sensitive solid state elec¬ 
tronics during lightning storms, purchase models with 
built-in surge protectors. If you own equipment such 
as stereos, televisions, VCRs, or home computers 
without this protective feature, small plug-in surge pro¬ 
tectors can be purchased for a cost of $10 to $20. 

Tip No. 3 — When working with computers, store 
information into permanent memory periodically 
throughout the day so it is not erased by a temporary 
outage (especially during bad weather). 

Tip No. 4 — Time-delay relay switches or manual 
resets can be installed on equipment that could possibly 
be damaged by immediate start-up after a momentary 
power interruption. 

Tip No. 5 — Before purchasing new electronic equip¬ 
ment consult with the dealer or check the operating 
manual for information concerning protective devices. 



Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

WIPCO and Soyland 
to merge January 1, 1989 

Western Illinois Power Cooperative (WIPCO) and 
Soyland Power Cooperative will merge effective 
January 1, 1989. Members of Soyland assured the 
merger when they met in a special session Thursday, 
June 30, and voted 13-1 in favor of the merger. WIP¬ 
CO members had previously voted 6-1 to approve the 
merger during a special meeting held May 31. A two- 
thirds majority was needed by each of the G&T’s 
membership to effect the merger. 

WIPCO is currently the power supplier for Illinois 
Rural Electric Co. We expect to see little change from 

the merger as far as power supply is concerned, since 
WIPCO and Soyland have been operating as one 
organization since 1985 with the hope of eventually 
merging. 

Though the headquarters for the merged corpora-, 
tion will be in Decatur, operational facilities will be 
maintained in Jacksonville, Pearl, Pittsfield, and Win¬ 
chester. When the merger is complete, Soyland, the sur¬ 
viving corporation, will serve nearly 500,000 persons 
throughout about two-thirds of Illinois. 

This merger should prove advantageous to the 
member/consumers receiving electricity.-Approximate¬ 
ly $65 million will be saved over the next 10 years. This 
means we should see stable wholesale electric power 
rates well into the future. The merger will also create 
a more diversified base than either co-op currently has 
by itself. The economies of scale will help save money 
while eliminating only one job, that of the WIPCO in¬ 
terim manager. 

Once again, we feel that this merger is in the best 
interest of our members, and it will help keep the cost 
of electricity stable. Your distribution cooperative will 
continue striving to provide you with the services you 
desire. 

“Efficient Power For Farming" Electricity — the heart of modern living! 

Ill i n o i s Rural Electric Co. 
WINCHESTER, ILLINOIS 62694 - PHONE 217 742-3128 

Electricity for the FARM, 
HOME AND BUSINESS 

OWNED, 
OPERATED & 

MANAGED 

by Illinois Citizens 
FOR 

Illinois Citizens 
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borne by IREC power supplier Western Illinois Power 
Cooperative (WIPCO) for the Clinton power plant. 

The cooperative began receiving power generated 
at the Clinton facility during 1987, Gant stated. 
“Through this power supply, we can look to stable 
wholesale power costs into the future.” 

IREC’s operating statement for 1987 shows a net 
operating loss for the year, said Gant, because of the 
payment to WIPCO of the balance due under the equity 

funding program. “By meeting our obligation this year 
and putting it on the 1987 expenses, we will have no 
further obligation in future years. This will allow us 
to move into other services for our members.” 

Board president William Griswold of Rockbridge 
focused on the difference between electric cooperatives 
and investor-owned utilities. “The difference is in 
whose interests are to be served, the consumer or the 
investor,” Griswold said. “In the electric cooperative 
the member is both the consumer and the investor. The 
cooperative exists only to serve the member. That is 
the real cooperative difference.” 

Treasurer J.M. Sapp of Pleasant Hill reported that 
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operating revenue for 1987 totaled $10,766,899, while 
operating expenses added up to $11,108,480, including 
the equity funding payment. 

During the business session, members reelected four 
directors to three-year terms on the board: Jeral A. 
Miller of Pittsfield, District 5; Francis J. Toppmeyer of 
Golden Eagle, District 9; James T. Brannan of Eldred, 
District 10, and Griswold, District 11. 

Among the other features of the annual meeting 
were entertainment by the Challengers and a lineup 
of exhibitors representing businesses and organizations 
from around Illinois as well as Missouri and Indiana. 

Following the annual members’ meeting, the board 
met to reorganize. Officers reelected were: Griswold, 
president; Brannan, vice president; Glen R. Pulliam of 
New Canton, secretary; Sapp, treasurer; John T. Early 
of White Hall, assistant secretary, and Ronald K. Myers 
of Griggsville, assistant treasurer. In addition to the 
reelected directors and officers, other IREC members 
who serve on the board are Robert A. Brown of Win¬ 
chester, F. Allen Heaton of Murrayville and Merton L. 
Pond of Bluffs. 

50th annual meeting makes 
for busy day in Winchester 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. celebrated a milestone 
event July 13, when the member-owned electric 
cooperative conducted its 50th annual meeting. 

Reporting to members who attended the meeting at 
the Scott County 4-H Fairgrounds in Winchester, 
manager Robert E. Gant noted the historic aspects of 
the meeting. He pointed out that IREC was created in 
1936, but the first annual meeting did not take place 
until two years later. “Even though Illinois Rural was 
organized in 1936, it took a couple of years to get 
enough members signed up to have an annual 
meeting,” Gant said. 

Initially, the cooperative energized 606 miles of line 
to serve 675 member-owners in Scott, Greene, Pike and 
Morgan counties. Today, 9,500 customers receive elec¬ 
tricity over 2,835 miles of line. 

“I believe that we can be very proud of an organiza¬ 
tion that was formed to bring electricity to the rural 
countryside,” Gant said. “With the advent of electrifica¬ 
tion, rural people could perform tasks on the farm and 
in the home that were equal to those enjoyed by their 
city cousins.” 

Turning to today’s issues, the manager reported that 
a number of factors in 1987 contributed to a stabiliza¬ 
tion of the cooperative’s power costs. Chief among 
them was the restructuring and refinancing of the debt 

The Member's Bargain Table was a popular place for 
shoppers. 



embers of Illinois Rural Electric Co. were reelected to the 
If directors. With Robert E. Gant, manager, (right) are, from 
pncis J. Toppmeyer of Golden Eagle, Jeral A. Miller of Pitt- 
James T. Brannan of Eldred and William Griswold of 

Bdge. 
Rick Polley of the AIEC demonstrates an electrical 
safety exhibit. 

IREC staffed a booth to provide members with information 
about Rural TV. 

Eleven employees and one director of Illinois Rural Electric Co. were honored during the cooperative's 50th 
annual meeting for service and safety achievements. Cited were, front row from left, Walter D. (Dave) Lewis, 
five years; Donald W. King, 25 years; R.C. Lacy, 10 years; J.M. Sapp, director, 15 years; Tim Vasilko, first 
safety award, and James L. Bettis, 20 years and third safety award. Back row from left: Melvin Funk, 15 
years and third safety award; William R. Patton, 30 years; Richard L. Knox, 25 years and fifth safety award; 
Lucien Nash, 20 years and third safety award; Steve Wisdom, 15 years, and Robert E. Gant, manager. Not 
present for the photograph was David McKinney, 20 years. 
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HD Board meeting report <2 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s of¬ 

fice in Winchester on July 5, 1988, at 5 p.m. All direc¬ 
tors were present along with the general manager, the 
office manager, the director of member and public rela¬ 
tions and Cooperative’s attorney. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were review¬ 
ed and approved after one spelling correction was 
made. The board then reviewed the financial report. 
After the general manager answered several questions 
concerning line loss and the effects a drought would 
have on the budget, the report was approved as mailed. 

After some discussion about the accounts paid 
report, it was approved as mailed. The general manager 
then gave the construction and maintenance report. 
IREC sold 6,114,525 kilowatt-hours in May while serv¬ 
ing 31 more consumers than in the previous month. 

The condition of cash report was given with the 
general manager, stating the balances in local check¬ 
ing accounts and giving CPC’s current interest rates. 
The director .of member and public relations then gave 
the load building report for the month of May, in which 
24 major appliances were sold. After several questions 
concerning the Rural TV program were answered, the 
report was approved as mailed. 

Jhe next agenda item was the discussion of the elec¬ 
tive heat promotion program. This program involves 
money that IREC has received from our power supplier 
(WIPCO) to promote the use of electric heat. This 
money has been used to subsidize the electric heat rate 
by 1 V2 cents per kilowatt-hour and to give rebates to 
those members who install electric heat systems. The 
general manager indicated that there was a possibility 
of receiving some additional funding for the upcom¬ 
ing third year of the program. He also stated the usage 
of kilowatt-hours in the heat rate was up 10 percent 
this year over last while the number of degree days was 
down for the same period. This would tend to indicate 
that the program designed to promote electric heat is 
working. 

The board then discussed the REA loan application 
and the general manager stated that all of the necessary 
papers were in REA’s hands and we should be hearing 
something soon. A special meeting might be needed 
if the loan papers need to be executed prior to the 
August board meeting. 

The next agenda item was a report from the Annual 
Meeting Committee. Director Sapp, chairman of the 
committee, reported that a meeting was held on June 
20 and the annual meeting booklet was reviewed. Other 
items covered included assigning a parliamentarian, 
ballot voting, exhibitors area and food service. 

The next item of business was the discussion of delin¬ 
quent accounts. The accounts are more than one year 
old and have been turned over to a collection agency. 
After several questions were answered, the delinquent 
accounts were written off. The general manager will 
review the write-off policy relative to the particular 
questions brought up by the board and report on this 

item at the next board meeting. 
The manager reported on the regular meeting of 

WIPCO: The Pearl Plant went down on May 13, due 
to economic dispatch. Maintenance work was done 
while the plant was down. The Soyland/WIPCO merger 
has been approved by both boards. Further study will 
be done on a proposition concerning microwave equip¬ 
ment at the Pearl Plant that would remove sulphur 
from coal before it is burned. IREC may be asked to 
supply power for this demonstration project, with 
terms and conditions to be worked out later. 

The next item was a report concerning advertising 
in area telephone books. The manager was asked to 
look further into the costs of getting IREC’s phone 
number in the area phone books so it will be more con¬ 
venient for our members to find the number of the of¬ 
fice, the serviceman, and the Pearl Plant. 

The board then approved the refund of three 
memberships. 

The general manager reported on the AIEC regular 
meeting: All board members were present and the 
financial report and budget for 1988-89 were approv¬ 
ed. Larry Elledge gave an update concerning the cir¬ 
culation audit done on the REN magazine. Robert Rip- 
plemeyer gave a report concerning U.S. House Ap¬ 
propriations and various legislative bills. Earl Struck 
talked about the funding for the Rural Home Energy 
Grant Program for the 1988-89 heating season. Dave 
Diederich discussed recommendations for 1988-89 con¬ 
tinuing education courses. 

The chairman then asked the General Manager to 
report on the upcoming 47th annual meeting of the 
AIEC. The meeting will be held in August and delegates 
were selected to represent IREC. William Griswold was 
chosen as delegate for the NRECA portion of the 
meeting with James Brannan as alternate. James Bran- 
nan was chosen as delegate for the AIEC annual 
meeting with William Griswold as alternate. 

After some discussion, the board voted to pay the 
animal dues to the state association. They will be paid 
in two installments with half of the amount being paid 
in July and the other half to be paid by December 1. 

The board then approved the general manager at¬ 
tendance at the NRECA Annual Managers’ Conference. 
Since the dates of the conference overlapped the date 
for the next regular board meeting, the board resolv¬ 
ed to hold its next regular meeting on August 8, rather 
than August 1. 

The manager reported there were no loss-of-time ac¬ 
cidents in June. 

Under other business, plans were made to attend the 
WIPCO district meeting. A report was given on the 
“Youth To Washington” Tour. The director of member 
and public relations reported on the National 
Marketing Conference he attended. Fifty-seven 
membership applications were approved. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

I1 p; by Robert E. Gant 

This month’s issue of High Line News features two 
important programs of your electric cooperative. 

At the bottom of this page, you will find a listing of 
the various Rural TV package options available 
through IREC. We have offered the Rural TV package 
of programming for several months, but only recently 
have major programmers joined the list. We have HBO, 
Cinemax, Disney, and many more now for your 
selection. 

Your electric cooperative also has available the hard¬ 
ware needed to receive these satellite channels. Call 
IREC at 742-3128 for more information. 

RURAL HOME ENERGY PROGRAM 
On the second page is announcement of the second 

year of the Rural Home Energy Program, through 

which grants are available for qualified cooperative 
members. Many home weatherization and energy con¬ 
servation projects are eligible for this program. There 
are income guidelines that must be met for you to 
qualify. They are included this month. Contact the 
cooperative headquarters for more information. 

ERG LOANS 
Illinois Rural can also help you with weatherization 

loans through the Energy Resource Conservation (ECR) 
loan program in cooperation with the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration. Loans can be made for you to 
finance the cost of materials and labor for a number 
of projects. 

There is a good, low interest rate for these loans — 
5 percent. And, you can finance projects up to 60 
months. The maximum loan is $6,000. An energy audit 
to support the feasibility of the improvement being 
financed by the loan is required. 

This is an excellent loan program. If you are con¬ 
sidering energy-saving improvements to your home this 
fall, you should contact IREC to investigate this pro¬ 
gram, which is available only to members of the 
cooperative. 

Illinois Rural 
Electric Co. 

Prices effective September 1, 1988 

PREMIUM 
Disney @ 

$7.95 per month 

HBO @ 
$8.95 per month 

Cinemax @ 
$8.95 per month 

CHANNELS 
HBO/Cinemax @ 

$15.95 per mo. 

HBO/Disney @ 
$15.95 per mo. 

Cinemax/Disney @ 
$15.95 per mo. 

BASIC PACKAGE @ $9.95 per mo. 

WGN 
Superstation-Chicago 

WPIX Superstation- 
New York 

CBN Network 

CNN Headline News 

HVUS-Hit Video USA 

CMTV-Country Music TV 

TRVL-The Travel Channel 

Nickelodeon 

WTBS 
Superstation-Atlanta 

KTVT 
Superstation-Dallas 

USA Network 

CNN News 

ESPN All Sports Network 

NOST-Nostalgia Channel 

TLC-The Learning Channel 

Lifetime 

Nashville Network 

All three premium channels @ 
$21.95 per mo. 

Phone (217)742-3128 for instant hookup 

TIER CHANNELS 
Prime Time 24 @ $3.55 per mo. 
Skyline Silver @ $3.00 per mo. 
WTBS Superstation-Atlanta @ 

$19.95 per year 

OTHER PREMIUM CHANNELS 
SELECTV-Premier Movie Channel @ 

$9.95 per mo. 

Starion Premier Cinema @ $9.95 per mo. 
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Energy conservation grants again available 
Cooperative members who would like to make some 

home weatherization improvements this year or 
replace a heating system might get some help from the 
State of Illinois. 

The Illinois Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources (ENR) is making available grants of up to 
$1,500 for qualifying members. This is the second year 
that funding is being provided for projects meant to 
result in long-term home energy savings. The Illinois 
General Assembly this spring allocated approximate¬ 
ly $2.5 million for the program. 

INCOME GUIDELINES 
A grant of up to $1,500 is available to any Illinois 

Rural Electric Co. (IREC) members whose household 
income is 80 percent or less of the cooperative service 
area’s median income. This is a total grant, without any 
matching funds required by the applicant. 

For members whose household income is 80 to 120 
percent of the area’s median income, a grant of up to 
$1,000 is available. This is a 50 percent matching grant. 
The consumer-member pays 50 percent of the project’s 
cost. 

QUALIFYING AND NON-QUAUFYING 
PROJECTS 

This year, the list of projects eligible for funding 

under the program has been changed. On some items, 
there is a dollar limit on the amount of subsidy 
available. In no case is the subsidy offered for more 
than the cost of the work, or $1,5000. 
• Insulation projects for walls, ceilings, attics, foun¬ 

dations, crawlspaces, floors, basement walls or 
ceiling, water pipes, air ducts, underpinning, and 
mobile home undercarriages are eligible. 

• Water-saving shower heads are eligible. 
• New, energy-efficient water heaters (must meet 

ASHRAE 90 Standards as required by Illinois law) 
are eligible. 

• Water heater jackets (blankets) are eligible. 
• Set-back thermostats are eligible. 
• Central air-conditioners with a SEER greater than 

10.0 (or room air conditioners with an EER 
greater than 8.6) are eligible only for medical 
reasons. A medical doctor’s certification is 
required. 

• Water and ground source heat pumps with a 
SEER rating of greater than 8.6 are eligible. 
NOTE: Maximum grant is $1,000 for these types 
of systems. 

• Electric heat pumps with SEER ratings of greater 
than 8.6 are eligible. 

Income guidelines for Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
FAMILY SIZE: 1 2 3 4 5 6 
INCOME: $13,110 $14,990 $16,850 $18,730 $19,900 $21,070 

100% Subsidy If the applicant’s family income is less than the figure listed above, 
up to $1,500 he/she is less than 80% of the median income for this service area. 

Therefore, the family is eligible for a grant up to $1,500 for energy con¬ 
servation measures in their home. The applicant will not be required 
to provide any matching funds. 

FAMILY SIZE: 1 
$13,HO- 

19,665 

2 
$14,990- 
22,485 

3 
$16,850- 
25,275 

4 
$18,730- 
28,095 

5 
$19,900- 
29,850 

6 
$21,070- 
31,605 

50% Subsidy If the applicant’s family income is between the two figures listed above, 
up to $1,000 he/she is eligible for a grant of 50% of the cost of eligible conservation 

measures up to a total of $1,000. 
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• Furnace load management systems and furnace 
efficiency modifications are eligible. 

• Furnace flue modifications and electronic igni¬ 
tion systems are eligible. 

• Furnaces with an AFUE rating of 90 or better are 
eligible. Under certain circumstances, and with 
prior approval from ENR, other heating systems 
with lower ratings may be eligible. Call ENR for 
details. 

• Storm doors and thermal doors are eligible for 
a grant of up to $150 maximum per entrance. 

• Storm windows and thermal replacement win¬ 
dows are eligible for a grant of up to $150 max¬ 
imum per entire window unit. 

• Caulking and weatherstripping are eligible. 
• Energy saving fluorescent lighting is eligible. 
Residential improvements not eligible for a subsidy 

under the Rural Home Energy Program: 
• Any improvements which are not deemed by an 

energy auditor or ENR calculations to meet the 
required 10-year energy savings payback period 
are ineligible for a subsidy. This applies to all re¬ 
quested measures. 

• Installation charges from relatives or for self- 
installed projects are not eligible for a subsidy. 

• Any improvements to a house or mobile home 
built or constructed after 1981 are not eligible. 

• Any projects which can be considered new con¬ 
struction or home beautification projects are not 
eligible. 

• Sliding glass and atrium doors are not eligible. 
• Painting projects and mobile home roof coatings 

are not eligible. 
• Siding is not eligible. 
• LP gas tanks, tank installation charges and tank 

The board of directors met at the cooperative’s of¬ 
fice in Winchester on August 8, 1988, at 5 p.m. All 
directors were present, along with the general manager, 
office manager, director of member and public rela¬ 
tions and the Cooperative’s attorney. 

The minutes of the meeting held July 5, 1988, were 
reviewed and approved as mailed. The minutes of the 
reorganization meeting held immediately after the an¬ 
nual meeting on July 13, 1988, were also approved as 
mailed. 

The board then reviewed the financial report. The 
general manager made several comments and answered 
several questions concerning the financial report which 
was then approved. The accounts paid report was also 
approved. 

The construction and maintenance report was given 
by the general manager. Line loss was down, and the 
average kilowatt-hour usage per consumer was up. 
Several work orders in the past month involved 
upgrading transformer size to handle larger loads. 

rental fees are not eligible. 
• Appliances and decorative lighting are not 

eligible. 
• Window shutter, louvers and shades are not 

eligible. 
• Fireplaces, fireplace modifications and fireplace 

accessories are not eligible. 
• Air-conditioners (except for medical reasons) are 

not eligible. 
• Ceiling fans and whole-house ventilating fans are 

not eligible. 
Contact IREC or ENR if you are interested in apply¬ 

ing for a rural home energy grant. Before being con¬ 
sidered for the grant, applicants must have an energy 
audit completed on their home and have a written bid 
from at least two contractors for proposed projects. 
These bids must contain model numbers and efficien¬ 
cy ratings for heating systems, and cost estimates. 

Applications must be submitted to IREC. After it is 
reviewed there, the application will be forwarded to 
the ENR for final review and approval. ENR has the 
final decision on all Rural Home Energy Program 
applications. 

Once the application gets approval, a check is 
prepared payable to the consumer-member and IREC. 
The cooperative then endorses the check and presents 
it to the member for payment. ENR may inspect the 
completed work and each approved applicant must 
also certify to ENR that the installation of materials or 
equipment funded through the grant program is 
complete. 

For more information, contact Illinois Rural Electric 
Co. or the Illinois Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources at (217) 785-2800. 

ED 

The next item was the condition of cash report in 
which a cash flow study sheet was reviewed and explain¬ 
ed by the general manager. He also gave balances in 
local banks and reported on current CFC interest rates. 

The load building report was given by the director 
of member and public relations. He stated that the 
Member Service Department had sold 16 appliances 
that went on our lines during the month of June. 

He further stated that, as of the end of July, appliance 
sales are well ahead of last year. Air conditioners have 
been selling well and our stock is currently low with 
additional units being unavailable to us at this time. 

The general manager and directors gave their im¬ 
pressions and comments about the 1988 annual 
meeting. It was felt that the entertainment did not meet 
expectations, but the overall rating of the meeting was 

a good one. Several directors made comments about 
how the meeting could be improved next year. 

Plans were made for directors, the general manager, 
and the attorney to attend the Association of Illinois 

Board meeting report <2 
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Electric Cooperatives’ annual meeting to be held in 
Springfield August 9-11. 

The next agenda item was the consideration of REA 
loan documents. IREC has been approved for a 5 per¬ 
cent loan but has submitted evidence showing that we 
should be eligible for a 2 percent loan. REA has turn¬ 
ed down the application for 2 percent money. After 
much discussion, the board passed a resolution instruc¬ 
ting the general manager to continue efforts to get a 
2 percent loan approved. 

The board then considered the Section 12 ERG loans 
and policy. REA has approved IREC to defer some of 
its principal payments in order to offer a 5 percent loan 
rate to its members for energy conservation measures. 
Included in the list of eligible items is the ground 
source heat pump system. The resolution to make these 
loans available passed as did the policy regulating the 
loans. 

A report was given on the regular WIPCO meeting. 
Michael Carls has replaced Dale Lepper as a director 
representing Menard Electric Cooperative. Several 
reports were given and it was noted that work is being 
done on an organization chart to be used after Soyland 
and WIPCO merge. 

One large power contract was approved. 
The 1988-89 ENR grant program was explained to 

the board. Some changes have been made for the se¬ 

cond year of the program. It was also noted that there 
will be more funding available for weatherization pro¬ 
jects this year. 

The policy concerning memberships was reviewed. 
After some discussion, it was resolved that the manager 
be directed to revise the permit-to-serve form as well 
as incorporate it into Policy Bulletin 302 to allow some 
flexibility in the membership requirements as set out 
in Article I of the bylaws of Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

A report was made on the regular AIEC meeting. 
One fleet vehicle was purchased, a report was given on 
the fire damage at NRECA, several legislative bills were 
discussed, a report was given on pending lawsuits, and 
the Association’s safety display was presented. AIEC’s 
regular meeting is held on the third Thursday of each 
month. 

Plans were made for directors to attend the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association Region V an¬ 
nual meeting. The meeting will be held in Springfield 
this year from September 13-15. Delegates and alter¬ 
nates were selected to represent IREC. 

One membership was refunded and there were no 
accidents to report. The general manager reported on 
the Managers’ Conference he had recently attended. 
Forty-one applications for membership were approv¬ 
ed, and the meeting was adjourned. 

3 year limited warranty 
Battery included 
$6.60 plus tax 

Available at Member Service Dept. 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Board retains reduced 
rate for electric heating 

The Illinois Rural Electric Co. board of directors has 
voted to keep the reduced heat rate that was approved 
two years ago. This means that for those members who 
qualify under the single-phase or three-phase all elec¬ 
tric rate, there will again be a 1.5 cent credit for each 
kilowatt-hour used in the third rate block. In other 
words, all kilowatt-hours used between 900 and 6,900 
will cost just 4.0 cents each. 

While this rate applies only to those members who 
qualify under either Schedule A-EH (single-phase all 
electric) or Schedule B-EH (three-phase all electric), its 

benefits will continue to be spread over the entire 
membership. By adding new kilowatt-hour sales, the 
cooperative’s fixed costs can be spread over a broader 
base, which should provide for rate stability for all 
members. The credit will be in effect for the months 
of November, December, January, February, March and 
April. 

In addition to retaining the electric heat rate, the 
board also moved to offer a $600 rebate on certain elec¬ 
tric heat installations. The rebate applies to ground 
water heat pumps, air-to-air heat pumps, electric fur¬ 
naces, baseboard heat, ceiling cables, electric boilers, 
or similar electric heating devices. The rebate, as well 
as the all-electric rate credit, are part of a program im¬ 
plemented in response to an electric heat program of 
Western Illinois Power Cooperative, WIPCO is Illinois 
Rural Electric Co.’s power supplier and has provided 
special funding to IREC to maintain and develop elec¬ 
tric heat load. 

If you are a member and considering a new heating 
system, you should contact IREC first to see if you 
qualify for the rebate. We will also be glad to help you 
size your new electric heating system. Call Steve 
Wisdom at 742-3128 for more information. 

Weatherization grant applications being taken 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. has application forms 

available for members who are interested in trying to 
take advantage of the Rural Home Energy Grant Pro¬ 
gram. This program is to assist low- to medium-income 
members of electric cooperatives in installing 
weatherization or other energy-related improvements 
in their homes. A partial list of qualifying measures 
would include: caulking and weatherstripping, replace¬ 
ment furnaces, water heaters that meet certain efficien¬ 
cy standards, ground source heat pumps, insulation, 

and storm or thermal doors and windows. 
The amount of the grant for which a member would 

be eligible will vary according to the member’s income 
and family size. 

The maximum grant for qualifying members will be 
$1,500. This amount of money could help do quite a 
bit of weatherization, especially if the member does 
his/her own installation work. 

For more information about the guidelines for this 
program, stop by the IREC office or call 742-3128. 

Board meeting report <2 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s of¬ 

fice in Winchester on September 6, 1988, at 5 p.m. All 
directors were present along with the general manager, 
the office manager, the director of member and public 
relations, the cooperative’s attorney and a represen¬ 
tative from CFC. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were review¬ 
ed and approved as mailed. The board then reviewed 
the financial report. The general manager explained 

HD 
any variances from the budget figures and the report 
was approved as mailed. 

The board then heard a report from Mark Harper, 
area representative from the National Rural Utilities 
Cooperative Finance Corporation (CFC). Harper went 
over the key ratio trend analysis figures with the board. 
He explained what the various ratios were showing and 
described how these figures could be used by the board 
as they develop their marketing goals. 
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He explained what the various ratios were showing and 
described how these figures could be used by the board 
as they develop their marketing goals. 

After one question on the accounts paid report was 
answered, it was approved as mailed. The general 
manager then gave the construction and maintenance 
report. 

The condition of cash report was then given with the 
general manager giving the balances in the local banks 
and the current interest rates from CFC. Gant also 
reviewed the load building report and stated that the 
Member Service Department had sold 32 major ap¬ 
pliances for the month of July. The director of member 
and public relations then commented on the Depart¬ 
ment of Energy and Natural Resources Rural Home 
Energy Grant Program. This is the second year that Il¬ 
linois Rural Electric Co. has been involved in the pro¬ 
gram that is designed to help weatherize members’ 
homes. IREC will be receiving $112,500 and conduc¬ 
ting energy audits to help determine how the money 
can best be spent. Martin also reported on contacts 
made with members who were interested in the Water- 
Furnace system and answered one question concern¬ 
ing the member survey that was done earlier this year. 

The general manager then discussed the application 
to REA for loan funds. He reported that he had receiv¬ 
ed word that IREC had been approved for the loan at 
an interest rate of 2 percent. It was resolved to send 
a note to Bob Michel thanking him for his assistance 
in obtaining the 2 percent interest rate. 

After some discussion, the board voted to retain at¬ 
torney Robert V. Bonjean, Jr., as legal counsel for the 
cooperative. He was offered a one-year contract with 
terms agreeable to both parties. 

The next item to be discussed was the electric heat 
rebate program. For the past two years, members with 
all-electric homes have been heating them for 4 cents 
per kilowatt-hour. In addition, IREC has used money 
it has received from the G&T to offer members a rebate 
if they replaced a gas heating system with an electric 
system. After hearing reports on how this program has 
done for the past two years, the board voted to main¬ 
tain the 4 cent heat rate and offer a $600 rebate for 
installing electric heat. Persons installing a ground 

source heat pump system could opt to have the tren¬ 
ching done for free by IREC. 

The next agenda item discussed was the group health 
insurance plan for the employees. The premium rates 
will be increased but this can hopefully be offset by tak¬ 
ing advantage of the insurance company’s Flexible 
Spending Account plan. The end result would be lit¬ 
tle or no additional out-of-pocket expense for IREC or 
the employee so the board voted to keep the present 
health insurance plan. 

The board then heard a report of the regular 
meeting of WIPCO. Reports were made on the opera¬ 
tions at the Clinton and Pearl plants. The board decid¬ 
ed to have a forest management plan done on the land 
that WIPCO owns. The first joint meeting of the WIP- 
CO/Soyland board of directors will be on September 
7, 1988. 

The general manager gave a brief report on Rural 
Electric Convenience Cooperative’s annual meeting he 
attended. 

The board then gave comments about the AIEC an¬ 
nual meeting. It was also noted that during the 
reorganizational meeting, which followed the annual 
meeting, Wayne Estes was elected president; Wilbert 
Rueter, vice president; Albert Schoen, secretary; 
Lawrence Lycan, Treasurer, and Thomas Moore, ex¬ 
ecutive vice president and general manager. 

Final plans were made for directors to attend the 
NRECA Region V meeting which will be held in 
Springfield this year. 

The general manager reported on one loss-of-time 
accident in which an employee hurt his back while on 
the job. 

Under other business, the board approved one large 
power contract and discussed the NRECA annual 
meeting, which will be held in Washington, D.C., next 
February. It was decided to have an employee/director 
banquet again this year. A letter was read from NRECA 
concerning the coop’s pension plan. Thirty-eight 
memberships were approved. The board approved a 
request to refund one membership. 

There being no more business to come before the 
board, the meeting was adjourned. 

Confusion about insurance 
It has come to our attention that members of 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. have been approached 
recently about purchasing insurance and are told 
that we endorse the insurance. We are not certain 
of the name of the insurance company or its 
reliability, but we understand that the “insurance 
representative” may mention our name and suggest 
that we recommend the insurance. 

Since we are unaware of all the details of this in¬ 
surance company or its policies, we cannot say that 
we recommend it. If you receive any mail about in¬ 
surance or anything else, and you are not sure of 

its legitimacy, double check. If a salesman suggests 
he represents a firm affiliated with rural electrifica¬ 
tion, ask questions and get written proof of any 
affiliation. 

Your electric cooperative’s good will has been 
built on 50 years of trust. Don’t let someone trade 
on that good will and trust to misrepresent what he 
is selling. 

If Illinois Rural Electric Co. can be of any 
assistance in answering any questions you may have, 
please feel free to call 742-3128. 
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WaterFurnace system 
How it works 

Selecting a heating and cooling system for a home 
or business is an important investment decision for any 
consumer. Since energy costs are an important factor 
in this decision, many people are taking a closer look 
at the variety of high-efficiency systems that are now 
on the market. 

Keep in mind that energy costs are not the only con¬ 
sideration when deciding on a system. Research has 
shown that today’s consumer also wants a safe heating 
and cooling system that offers comfort, convenience 
and control. The WaterFurnace ground source heat 
pump is proving that it can meet these criteria in 
homes and businesses throughout the Midwest. In fact, 
with recent advances in heat pump design and pipe 
materials, WaterFurnace heat pumps are the most 
reliable and efficient heating and cooling systems 
available. 

To understand how a ground-source heat pump 
works, think of the earth as a huge solar collector. In 
Illinois, the temperature at a depth of six feet will re¬ 
main relatively constant, usually between 45-55 degrees 
Fahrenheit. The WaterFurnace heat pump makes effi¬ 
cient use of this natural heat storage capability to heat 
and cool your home or business. Using the principles 
of refrigeration, heat is drawn from the ground in the 
winter, intensified, and pumped into your home. In the 
summer, a reversing valve turns the process around, 
allowing you to cool your house and transfer heat to 
the cooler ground outside. The only energy used is elec¬ 
tricity to run the compressor. 

By taking advantage of the more constant 
temperature of the earth rather than relying on the out¬ 
side air, the ground source heat pump system is more 
efficient and more economical than conventional air- 
to-air heat pumps. For each unit of electricity going 
into the WaterFurnace heat pump, as much as 3 Vs- units 

of heat will be delivered. And, as a bonus, the Water¬ 
Furnace system uses what is called a desuperheater to 
provide year-round hot water with no sacrifice of com¬ 
fort. The desuperheater drastically reduces water 
heating costs, and during summer months, may pro¬ 
vide hot water virtually free by diverting heat to the 
water storage tank before transporting it to the ground 
outside. 

The WaterFurnace system uses polybutylene pipe to 
circulate a water and antifreeze mixture through the 
ground. The pipe can be buried horizontally or ver¬ 
tically within the earth with the length of pipe in the 
loop carefully sized to each consumer’s application so 
that enough heat is absorbed for winter heating and 
released for summer cooling. The polybutylene 
material provides a combination of good heat transfer¬ 
ring capabilities with strength and should last 50 years. 

Because of its unique efficiencies, a WaterFurnace 
heat pump system can lower your heating costs by 50 
to 70 percent and reduce your cooling costs by 30 to 
40 percent over conventional heating and cooling 
system. Exact savings will depend upon the building’s 
construction and the consumer’s usage patterns. 
However, in many cases, the payback on a WaterFur¬ 
nace heat pump system may be realized in three to five 
years. Also keep in mind that maintenance costs will 
be reduced. Because the compressor is located indoors, 
it should have a useful lifespan of 20 years or more. 
In addition, there is no need for a defrost cycle nor¬ 
mally required in air-to-air units. 

If you are interested in a WaterFurnace heat pump, 
you should contact Steve Wisdom at 742-3128. He 
would be glad to talk with you in further detail about 
the advantages of heating and cooling your home or 
business with this type of system. 

More about the Rural TV programming 

We have received numerous calls about the Rural TV 
programming package that was advertised in the 
September 1988 issue of the Illinois Rural Electric 

News. There is a great deal of interest among our 
members, but there also seems to be some confusion 
about the package. 

The Rural TV programming package is available to 
IREC members who own a satellite television dish, 
receiver, and descrambler. We have the capabililty to 
authorize your descrambler to receive the encryped 
signals, provided you have the hardware in place. 

If you need to purchase a decoder, or a whole new 
system, we have a line of equipment available for sale 
to our members. Our prices are competitive, and you 
may also qualify for our financing plan. 

In short, IREC can authorize satellite programming, 
and we can sell you the needed equipment as well. Call 
742-3128 for more information. 
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RURAL 
HOME ENERGY 

GRANT 
PROGRAM 

Up to $1,500 for qualifying members of Illinois Rural Electric Co. who 
are interested in making home weatherization improvements. 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. 
217/742-3128 2-12 S. Main Street 

Winchester, IL 62694 
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Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

Security lights are available for rent 
Have you ever stepped out the door at night and trip¬ 

ped over a bicycle you couldn’t see? Or maybe you have 
thought it would be a good idea to be able to keep an 
eye on your machine shed at night. If you are inconve¬ 
nienced by darkness around your home, then perhaps 

you should consider renting a security light from Il¬ 
linois Rural Electric Co. 

These rental lights not only provide visibility around 
the farmstead, they also provide security for a family 
member who may be home alone at night. For just 
$7.50 a month, IREC will provide a 175-watt mercury 
vapor light that will come on automatically at dusk and 
go off at dawn. In addition, IREC will perform any 
necessary routine maintenance at no extra charge. Also 
keep in mind that the electricity supplied to these ren¬ 
tal lights does not go through your meter. The mon¬ 
thly rental fee covers the electricity usage of the light, 
the light itself, and the maintenance costs. 

Call the IREC office at 742-3128 to see about getting 
a rental light installed at your home. It will provide 
your family with years of convenience and security. 

Board meeting report     m 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s of¬ 

fice in Winchester on October 3, 1988, at 5 p.m. Ten 
directors were present, along with the general manager, 
the office manager, the director of member and public 
relations, and the cooperative’s attorney. One director 
was absent. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were review¬ 
ed and approved as mailed. The board then reviewed 
the financial report. The general manager explained 
that kilowatt-hour sales were above budget as were the 
revenues from these sales. The cost of power was also 
above budget. There followed some discussion concer¬ 
ning October loads and grain drying after which the 
financial report was approved as mailed. 

The board then reviewed the accounts paid report. 
The general manager noted that principal and interest 
payments had been made to REA and CFG. The office 
manager explained one check written to RSI 
Generators Site Fund that had to do with PCB oil 
cleanup. There was also one question concerning radio 
advertising. When all questions were answered, the 
report was approved as mailed. 

The chairman then asked the general manager for 
the construction and maintenance report. Gant stated 
that August sales totaled 9,329,109 kilowatt-hours. This 
was the largest month for sales this year. Average usage 
per consumer was up, the number of meters being serv¬ 
ed was up and there were 17 new services installed in 
September. 

The condition of cash report was then given with the 
general manager giving the balances in the local banks 
and the balance of commercial paper and interest rates 
at CFG. 

The marketing activity report was then given by the 
director of member and public relations. The Member 
Service Department sold 22 major appliances in 
August. Martin then updated the board on the water 
heater program and the ENR weatherization grant pro¬ 
gram. He went on to discuss the co-op’s involvement 
in the sizing and installation of the WaterFurnace 
system and the benefits of the 5 percent ERG loan pro¬ 
gram for members wanting to improve the energy ef¬ 
ficiency of their homes. Martin also reported that he 
and Steve Wisdom had attended an energy audit 
workshop in Springfield and had helped man an elec¬ 
trical safety display booth for AIEC at the Farm Pro¬ 
gress Show. Martin concluded his report by noting 
several upcoming meetings on economic development 
and answering questions. 

The general manager was then asked to report on 
the off-peak marketing program. He went over some 
figures put together by the Chief Engineer showing 
how much the off peak program was saving the 
cooperative by reducing the demand for ten large 
power users during certain times of the day. This sav¬ 
ings could, in turn, be passed on to the 10 users who 
are currently operating under this rate. All members 
of IREC will benefit from this program, since by reduc- 
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ing the demand requirements from our system, we will 
save money on our wholesale power costs. Gant then 
went on to discuss some of the other programs the co¬ 
op has used to try to increase kilowatt-hour sales and 
still maintain our financial stability. We will continue 
to look at other marketing programs that will give 
positive results to the cooperative. 

The board then discussed the Continuing Education 
Program for 1988-89. Plans were made for directors to 
attend a course coming up in November. 

The next agenda item was a report on the AIEC 
regular meeting. Recognition was given to George 
DeMarco, who will be retiring. Bob Ripplemeyer com¬ 
mented on the NRECA Region V meeting and noted 
some changes for the annual meeting in February. An 
audit report was given and the financial report was 
discussed. Reports were also heard concerning the ENR 
grant program, the Job Training and Safety program, 
and an economic development meeting to be held in 
Decatur. 

The board then discussed the NRECA Region V 
meeting held in September. Overall, it was felt that the 
meeting was very informational and that the content 
was good. 

The general manager was then asked to report on 
the regular WIPCO meeting. Jim Greenwood gave a 
report on the generation at the Clinton plant. The 
plant was available 100 percent of the time during 
August and is scheduled to be shut down for refueling 
in January of 1989. Terry Killday gave the transmission 
report saying that crews were working on the Pearl to 
Kampsville line and the meter department had been 
testing some revenue meters. Mick Rothering gave the 
generation report of the Pearl Plant, in which he stated 

that the plant had been running at peak capacity for 
most of the month and the Pittsfield and Winchester 
plants also ran for eight days. It was also noted that 
negotiations are underway concerning the ownership 
date of the Clinton plant which would affect the 
percentage of ownership by Soyland/WIPCO. 

The next agenda item was the joint meeting of the 
Soyland/WIPCO boards. Among the items discussed 
were the organizational chart, a new set of bylaws, and 
the 1989 budget. 

Two memberships were refunded. 
A meeting date of October 17, 1988, was set for the 

wage and salary committee to meet. This will give the 
board time to act on the recommendations, so the 
figures can be returned to NRECA by November 15. 

The attorney was asked to update the board on the 
FRIER I and FRIER II lawsuits. There are some ques¬ 
tions in the FRIER II case concerning the insurance 
company’s limited liability, which the attorney for WIP¬ 
CO is trying to get clarified. There was nothing new 
to report on FRIER I. 

Under the topic of other business, the board approv¬ 
ed two ENR loan applications. Both were for installa¬ 
tion of ground source heat pump systems. Ar¬ 
rangements have been made for an employee/director 
banquet in November. The general manager reported 
on the maintenance work being done on the main of¬ 
fice building and the Walker Building. There were no 
loss of time accidents to report for September. The 
WIPCO district meeting will be held in Jacksonville on 
October 26, 1988. The board approved 55 
memberships. 

There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned. 

It's important to read your meter 
As a condition of receiving electric service from Illinois Rural Electric Co., it 

is your responsibility as a member to read your meter at regular intervals and sub¬ 
mit accurate readings to the Cooperative’s office. 

If, for some reason, you fail to submit a reading for one month, an estimated 
bill will be prepared and sent. If a member fails to submit an accurate reading 
of his/her meter for two consecutive billing periods, the general manager is 
authorized and directed to have the meter read by a cooperative employee. The 
member will be charged $10 plus tax to help defray the expense of having the 
meter read. If the same member still fails to submit accurate readings, a second 
visit will be made and the member will be charged another $10 plus tax. 

After a second visit by a Cooperative employee to read a meter, a security deposit 
may be required, which will be applied to the costs of having an employee read 
the meter. In some cases, the service may be disconnected as provided in the 
Cooperative’s Right to Discontinue Service policy. If the service is disconnected, 
the member will be charged a $10 plus tax disconnection fee and will also be charg¬ 
ed a $10 plus tax reconnection fee before the service will be reconnected. 

As you can see, it is important that you, as a member, submit regular and ac¬ 
curate meter readings to the Cooperative’s office. It is also important to the 
Cooperative as a whole because it helps keep the charges made to members in 
line with the power costs incurred by IREC. In other words, it helps keep your 
rates down. Now you know a few reasons why it is important to keep sending in 
your meter readings on a timely basis. 
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Do you have an electric water heater? 
If you do, you should be on the special water heater 

rate. To find out if you are, you can check your bill 
to see if you are receiving a credit for any kilowatt- 
hours used between 500 and 900. Each kwh used in this 
range will show a 5 cent credit. As an example, if your 
total bill was for 879 kwh, and you were on the water 
heater rate, you should see an $18.95 (379 kwh x 5 cent) 
credit in the box marked “electric water heater sav¬ 
ings.” You can see that a savings of as much as $20 per 
month could be realized by being on the water heater 
rate. 

To get on this special rate, just fill out the coupon 

below and return it to Illinois Rural Electric Co. One 
of our employees will come to your house to check the 
water heater and make sure that you start receiving this 
credit on your bill. 

Should you need to replace your present water 
heater, keep in mind that IREC has 80-gallon electric 
water heaters available for purchase by members for 
only $125 plus tax. This heater has low-wattage 
elements, a built-in lime fighter, insulation to R-20 and 
meets all ASHRAE 90 standards. 

For more information on the water heater program, 
call 742-3128. 

To all members who have 
If you have turned in the coupon below before, you are 

on the electric water heater rate and a credit is showing 
on your electric bill and you don’t have to turn in this one. 

But, if you have an electric water heater and have not 

This can save you up to 

NAME   

TOWN   

LII Yes, I would like a new water heater, from IREC. 

□ I am the home owner. 

Signed   

IMPORTANT 
If you have an electric water heater you must send in the COUPON to Illinois Rural Electric Co. so one of our employees can check the heater and see that 

you get on the water HEATER RATE: 

Clip and Mail To: ILINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO. 2-12 South Main St. Winchester, Illinois 62694 Attn: Steve Wisdom 

an electric water heater 
turned in a coupon, then you are paying more for your 
kilowatt-hours to heat water and we URGE you to turn in 
this coupon. 

The all-electric homes and offices are on the rate. 

$20.00 each month. 

ADDRESS   

PHONE  
G I would like for you to check my water heater and put 

me on the special rate. 

Some fundamental s 
electrical safety rules 9 

1. Know where the main switch box is at home and 
keep space clear for an emergency. 10. 

2. Don’t over size the fuses. 
3. Don’t touch bare wires. 11. 
4. Stay away from lines that have fallen from a 

power pole. 12. 
5. Never climb electric poles. 
6. Fly kites or model airplanes in open areas. 13. 
7. Don’t disconnect an electric cord by pulling on 

the wire. 14. 

Don’t hang extension cords over nails, hooks or 
under rugs. 
Don’t use extension cords unless you have to, then 
use a proper size one. 
Never leave an iron or other heating appliance 
turned on when not in use. 
Never place light bulbs, heat lamps or portable 
heaters near material that will burn. 
Don’t touch electric fixtures or equipment when 
you are wet or standing in water. 
Don’t use electric devices in bathrooms or around 
metal pipes. 
Don’t touch electric equipment when in bath tub. 

Counting your kilowatt-hour usage 
*Average residential consumption 

(for family of four) (per month) 

Range 120 kwh/mo. 
Refrigerator (frost free) 150 kwh/mo. 
Freezer 120 kwh/mo. 
Water heater with automatic washer. . .500 kwh/mo. 
Clothes dryer 50 kwh/mo. 
Dishwasher 30 kwh/mo. 
Dehumidifier (continuous run) 240 kwh/mo. 
Furnace blower 120 kwh/mo. 
Lighting Sc small appliances 100 kwh/mo. 
Air conditioning (2 to 3 ton) 3-4000 kwh/yr. 

*Estimates based on meter checks by meter department 
personnel and Member Service Department personnel. 

Illinois Rural 
Electric Co. 

Mailing Address: 
2-12 South Main 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 
Ph: (217) 742-3128 

Main Office Hours: 
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Closed all day Saturday, Sunday and Holidays. 

Holidays Observed — 
New Year’s Day, Good Friday, Memorial Day, 
July Fourth, Labor Day, Veteran’s Day, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
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Services offered by 
Illinois Rural Electric Co/s 

Member Service Department 
1. Various types of electric heat installations. 
2. Complete home and farmstead wiring. 
3. Home insulation, if member wants to do his own 

work he can pick up the insulation at a good price 
and rent the machine for $5 per day to do the job. 

4. Complete line of Hotpoint and Maytag appliances. 
5. Energy Saver Plus electric water heaters. 
6. Portable electric space heaters. 
7. Complete electric installations for grain drying and 

grain and feed handling equipment. 
8. Repairs on all major appliances. 
9. Sale of small appliances. 

10. Install underground services. 
11. Repair inoperative equipment and wiring. 
12. Over-the-counter sales of wiring equipment to Il¬ 

linois Rural Electric Co. members. 
13. Work with member or contractor on sizing elec¬ 

tric heating and central air conditioning 
equipment. 

14. Recommend proper insulation and ventilation. 
15. Special sale on all major appliances at our Annual 

Meeting. 
16. All (1) one or (2) man service calls in our service 

area include 30 minutes of work, “no mileage 
charge.” 

17. Our headquarters is in Winchester but our service 
charges are the same for all of our members 
regardless of where they live in our service area. 

18. A policy adopted by the board of directors and 
manager of IREC allows for the extension of credit 
to co-op members who live on IREC’s lines and who 
meet IREC’s credit standards. The merchandise 
purchased on credit must go on the co-op lines and 
a schedule of payments arranged with the Member 
Service Department. 

Service is our business 
You should be aware that Illinois Rural Electric Co. 

has a Member Service Department to help serve the 
needs of its members. This is the department that works 
on the member’s side of the meter. Please read on to 
find out what we can do for you. 

ELECTRIC WATER HEATER 
We can replace elements or thermostats and assure 

proper wiring for your present electric water heater. 
If you need a new water heater, we currently have a 
program where a member can purchase a new 
82-gallon energy efficient water heater for only $125 
plus tax. This price includes delivery and, for just a lit¬ 
tle extra, we will install it. In addition, IREC members 
with electric water heaters qualify for a special water 
heater rate, which can save $20 per month over the 
basic farm and home rate. 

ELECTRIC HEAT 
Do you want baseboard heat, ceiling cable heat, an 

electric furnace, or the highly efficient WaterFurnace 
system? We can work with you to determine what type 
of electric heat best suits your wants and needs and we 
can also help insure proper installation. 

GRAIN BINS/LIVESTOCK BUILDINGS 
Proper wiring of farm facilities helps provide for safe 
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and efficient operation of farm equipment. Our wir¬ 
ing jobs are done according to code so you can realize 
the full benefits from your electric machinery. We also 
have an inventory of parts and materials for those who 
want to do the work themselves. 

HOME APPLIANCES 
The Member Service Department sells both small 

and major appliances. For the kitchen we offer Hot¬ 
point refrigerators, ranges, and microwave ovens, along 
with many time-saving items such as can openers, crock 
pots and food processors. We also have both chest and 
upright freezers and a line of Hotpoint and Maytag 
dishwashers, washing machines, and dryers. Keep cool 
in the summer with a Hotpoint or Fedders air condi¬ 
tioner or a 20-inch floor fan. 

FINANCING 
It’s available to qualified members. 
This is but a sampling of the goods and services 

available from the Member Service Department to in¬ 
crease the comfort and convenience on the farm and 
in the home. To find out how we can be of service to 
you, stop by or call the Member Service Department 
at Illinois Rural Electric Co. Remember, service is our 
business, and we are here to serve you. 



Across the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Robert E. Gant 

As a new year begins 
As we approach the end of yet another year, many 

of us take time to review what has happened. The 
drought of 1988 will long be remembered, especially 
by those who farm the land. We have elected a new 
president to guide our country. The autumn colors 
were spectacular this year. 

With very little effort, we can think of several things 
for which we can be thankful. During this holiday 
season, let us not forget who we have to thank for the 
many wonderful blessings in our lives. 

We at Illinois Rural Electric Co. wish you and yours 
the very best in the coming year, and we renew our 
pledge to continue to provide you with the best possi¬ 
ble service consistent with good management practices 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Variations in electric bills 
When electricity was used primarily for lighting, elec¬ 

tric bills were low in the sunny months of summer and 
higher in the darker months of winter. Today, in addi¬ 
tion to the lighting, every household has many year- 
round uses for electricity that add to the comfort, con¬ 
venience and pleasure of the family. Residential elec¬ 
tric bills follow surprisingly uniform patterns from year 
to year. The fact that a bill is higher than usual naturally 

arouses curiosity — there must be a reason. Our 
members have found there are many reasons for varia¬ 
tions in use and cost of electric service. 

Hot weather brings air conditioning and greater use 
of fans, refrigerators, freezers, dehumidifiers, and laun¬ 
dry facilities. Warm weather also makes appliances such 
as refrigerators and freezers work harder. Cold weather 
affects heating requirements, use of furnace fans, 
humidifiers, supplementary heaters and auto engine 
heaters. Holidays mean extra cooking, lighting and 
Christmas decorations in your home. 

Many changes in family life affect your electric bill: 
moving into a new home, alterations to the old home, 
more time spent at home, a new baby, relatives com¬ 
ing to stay, more laundry, more hobbies, more 
homework and teenage entertaining. 

This is a common cause of increased usage because 
everyone adds new appliances from time to time. Have 
you recently added a dryer, an air conditioner, a sup¬ 
plementary heater, a freezer? Or was it a color televi¬ 
sion or a frost-free refrigerator. Have you gradually im¬ 
proved your lighting, either indoors or outdoors? 
• The age and condition of appliances affect their 

cost of operation. 
• Even relatively new appliances may need 

adjustments. 
• Leaving lights or appliances on unnecessarily raises 

the bill. 

If you still have a question about the amount of elec¬ 
tricity you are using, stop by the Member Service 
Department to find out some average residential con¬ 
sumption figures for the various types of appliances 
you may have in your home. These figures will give you 
some idea about how many kilowatt-hours per month 
different appliances use. We want to help you use 
energy efficiently. 

Board meeting report -=2 
The board of directors met at the cooperative’s office 

in Winchester, on November 7, 1988, at 1:30 p.m. All 

directors were present, along with the general manager, 
the office manager, the director of member and public 
relations and the cooperative’s attorney. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were review¬ 
ed and approved as mailed. The board then reviewed 
the financial report. The general manager went 
through the over and under budget items for the 

no 
month, as well as for the year. He then went over the 
kilowatt-hour sales and cost data and the financial 

ratios. When all questions were answered, the report 
was approved as mailed. 

The accounts paid report was then reviewed and 
approved. The general manager then gave the construc¬ 
tion and maintenance report. In September we purch¬ 
ased 8,535,000 kilowatt-hours with a line loss of 4.4 per¬ 
cent. Gant updated the directors on the services built 
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and retired during the month, and, when all questions 
were answered, the report was approved as given. 

The condition of cash report was then given with the 
general manager giving the balances in the local banks 
and the balance of commercial paper at CFG. He then 
explained the cash flow study he had given each direc¬ 
tor and answered questions. The condition of cash 
report was then approved as presented. 

The marketing activity report was then given by the 
director of member and public relations. Martin 
reported on the number of appliances sold by the 
Member Service Department. He further reported on 
the status of the ENR weatherization grant program 
and the satellite TV program. He stated that two more 
ground-source heat pump systems will be going on 
Illinois Rural’s lines. IREC has been doing the tren¬ 
ching work and monitoring the usage on some of these 
systems. Martin made several electrical safety presen¬ 
tations in three of the local schools. He and Steve 
Wisdom had also helped staff a safety display at the 
Farm Progress Show. He then reported on several 
meetings he had attended and the efforts being made 
to form a Pike County Chamber of Commerce. It was 

then resolved by the board for IREC to become a 
member of the Pike County Chamber. 

The next agenda item was the consideration of the 
BH4 loan application the attorney presented. This 2 
percent loan would be used to pay the balance of equity 
funding to WIPCO. The board then passed a resolu¬ 
tion to approve the loan application to REA. 

The board then reviewed the policy concerning re¬ 
quests for cooperative information. After some discus¬ 
sion, the directors felt they needed further information 
to determine whether the policy should be changed. 
The matter was tabled until further information could 
be obtained. 

The next agenda item was the consideration of two 
large power contracts. One contract was for an irriga¬ 
tion system, and one was for a grain elevator. After 
hearing the general manager’s report on these con¬ 
tracts, they were both approved by the board. 

The budget, wage and salary committee reported to 
the board concerning salary changes that would begin 
January 1, 1989. 

Under the next agenda item, the board approved an 
energy conservation loan to a member for replacement 
windows and doors. 

The next item was a report of the AIEC board 
meeting, which was given by the general manager. All 
directors were present except those from Southwestern 
Electric Cooperative. A new director and alternate 
director were seated from McDonough Power, as well 
as an alternate director from Adams Electrical Co- 
Operative. The state association has purchased a new 
vehicle for its fleet. House Bill 3308 to amend the 
Municipal Electric Code was discussed. A report was 
given on the status of ACRE memberships in Illinois. 
The public affairs representative updated the board on 
several law suits throughout the state. An update was 
heard on some of the attitude and marketing surveys 
and another member survey will be done in the near 
future. REA administrator Harold Hunter retired from 
REA effective October 28, 1988, and Jack VanMark will 
become the acting Administrator. 

The general manager continued with a report on the 
regular WIPCO board meeting. A joint meeting of the 
Soyland/WIPCO board was held first. Then the in¬ 
dividual boards met. The main topic of the joint 
meeting was the revised Soyland budget. The general 
manager went over this and the phase-in plan for the 
new merged G&T. During the WIPCO meeting, it was 
reported that the Clinton plant was available 100 per¬ 
cent of the time in September. The plant has generated 
more than six billion kilowatt-hours since its start-up. 
The Pearl plant has been running as needed to meet 
peak. The attorney discussed pending litigation, and 
the manager discussed the ASCS forestry plan. Negotia¬ 
tions are under way with CIPS concerning a feeder line 
for Adams Electrical Co-Operative. This concluded the 
general manager’s report on the WIPCO regular 
meeting. 

One membership was refunded. One accident report 
was made. It did not result in any loss of time. 

Under other business, those directors who had at¬ 
tended Course 500.2, “Being a Board Member,” 
reported on what they had learned. The chairman 
stated that he would like for the rates and board policy 
committee to meet soon so it could review the policy 
manual and recommend any policy changes to the 
board. Discussions were heard concerning outages and 
the day and time of the annual meeting. The board ap¬ 
proved 50 memberships. There being no further 
business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Security lights available for rent 
Have you ever stepped out the door at night and trip¬ 

ped over a bicycle you couldn’t see? Or maybe you have 
thought it would be a good idea to be able to keep an 
eye on your machine shed at night. If you are inconve¬ 
nienced by darkness around your home, then perhaps 
you should consider renting a security light from Il¬ 
linois Rural Electric Co. 

These rental lights not only provide visibility around 
the farmstead, they also provide security for a family 
member who may be home alone at night. For just 

$7.50 a month, IREC will provide a 175-watt mercury 

vapor light that will come on automatically at dusk and 
go off at dawn. In addition, IREC will perform any 
necessary routine maintenance at no extra charge. Also 
keep in mind that the electricity supplied to these ren¬ 
tal lights does not go through your meter. The mon¬ 
thly rental fee covers the electricity usage of the light, 
the light itself, and the maintenance costs. 

Call the IREC office at 742-3128 to see about getting 
a rental light installed at your home. It will provide 
your family with years of convenience and security. 

10b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/December 1988 



Do tai Know The 
“10-Foot Me”? 

No, it’s not a new dance step, and it’s not a 

giant measuring stick. 

The rule refers to the distance extending ten 

feet in every direction from any power line. It’s 

the distance you should observe when you’re 

working outdoors with equipment or machinery, 

such as a crane, forklift, backhoe, dump truck, 

TV antenna, drilling rig or block loader. 

It’s an important rule to remember. So play it 

safe, and remind your co-workers and neighbors 

to practice the “10-foot rule” too. 

Illinois Rural 
Electric Co. 

Prices effective September 1, 1988 

BASIC PACKAGE @ $9.95 per mo. 

WGN 
Superstation-Chicago 

WPIX Superstation- 
New York 

CBN Network 

CNN Headline News 

HVUS-Hit Video USA 

CMTV-Country Music TV 

TRVL-The Travel Channel 

Nickelodeon 

WTBS 
Superstation-Atlanta 

KTVT 
Superstation-Dallas 

USA Network 

CNN News 

ESPN All Sports Network 

NOST-Nostalgia Channel 

TLC-The Learning Channel 

Lifetime 

Nashville Network 

PREMIUM CHANNELS 
Disney @ 

$7.95 per month 
HBO @ 

$8.95 per month 
Cinemax @ 

$8.95 per month 

HBO/Cinemax @ 
$15.95 per mo. 

HBO/Disney @ 
$15.95 per mo. 

Cinemax/Disney @ 
$15.95 per mo. 

All three premium channels @ 
$21.95 per mo. 

Phone (217)742-3128 for instant hookup 

TIER CHANNELS 
Prime Time 24 @ $3.55 per mo. 
Skyline Silver @ $3.00 per mo. 
WTBS Superstation-Atlanta @ 

$19.95 per year 

OTHER PREMIUM CHANNELS 
SELECTV-Premier Movie Channel @ 

$9.95 per mo. 

Starion Premier Cinema @ $9.95 per mo. 
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Jtderrtf 
Jrom/ t/i& c/irector& ami &nfelayee& of 

I7!lim>i& IRural (Slectrto (DO-. 
William Griswold, president 

James T. Brannan, vice president 
J. M. Sapp, treasurer 

Ronald K. Myers, assistant treasurer 
Glen Pulliam, secretary 

John T. Early, assistant secretary 

R. C. Lacy 
Donald L. Long 
Mark E. Martin 
Lucien Nash 
Timothy G. Vasilko 
Steven L. Wisdom 
Dwight A. Ala 
Ora L. Anders 
Thomas H. Anders 
Harold W. Baird 
Kevin E. Baird 
Terry S. Barnard 
James L. Bettis 
Julie A. Day 
Clayton E. DeHart 
C. Robert Dolen 
Edward L. Dolen 

DIRECTORS 
Robert A. Brown 
F. Alan Heaton 
Jeral A. Miller 
Merton L. Pond 

Francis J. Toppmeyer 

EMPLOYEES 
Robert E. Gant, general manager 

Jerry R. Faulkner 
Melvin L. Funk 
Gary L. Furniss 
D. David Gant 
Gary L. Harbison 
Herman J. Holiord 
Charles W. 
Jefferson 
Louis D. Kemper 
Donald W. King 
Albert W. Kirchner 
Donna J. Lawson 
Walter D. Lewis 
Ronald D. Little 
Craig S. Long 
Herbert L. Long 
Randall B. Long 
David E. McKinney 

Perry Moore 
Buddy J. Moss 
Marilyn B. Neff 
Russell D. Neff 
William R. Patton 
Kent Richards 
Lynn E. Rimbey 
David J. Roth 
Kenneth C. Roundcount 
Sabina K. Schnake 
Charles L. Settles 
Louis R. Shive 
Joann Stice 
Ronnie T. Stice 
Dennis W. Taylor 
Larry C. Weder 
Sandra J. Wynn 

Meter tampering costs everyone 
The amount of electricity that you use in your home 

and around the farm is measured by the meter on your 
house or meter pole. These meters are highly accurate 
devices that record consumption in terms of kilowatt- 
hours. If left unbothered, they should provide many 
years of useful service. 

Illinois Rural Electric Co. has, however, noticed 
isolated problems with meter tampering in the past. 
While the majority of IREC members are honest and 
do not attempt to divert power or otherwise avoid pay¬ 
ing for the power they use, these problems were occur¬ 
ring often enough to prompt some type of protective 
action. For this reason, IREC crews began installing 
new meter seals on meters in the service area. These 
seals have serial numbers that are recorded at our 
office. When these seals are found missing or broken, 
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the member will see a $50 fee on his/her next month’s 
electric bill. This policy seems to have reduced the 
occurrences of meter tampering since it was initiated 
in in 1985. 

Remember, if one member steals electricity from the 
cooperative, all members wind up paying for that elec¬ 
tricity. Also keep in mind that no one is authorized to 
remove a meter seal except IREC employees. If you 
need to make changes in your service, call your service¬ 
man or call Illinois Rural Electric Co. in Winchester 
at (217) 742-3128. We will dispatch someone to remove 
the meter and replace and reseal it after the work has 
been completed. This is done at no cost to IREC 
members. We appreciate your cooperation with this 
policy. 


