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From the 
Managers Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

As I write this column, it is again that time of year 
when we look at next year’s budget and try to deter¬ 
mine what we are going to do in the way of system 
maintenance and construction during the coming year. 
By coincidence, it also happens to be the week that we 
have had our first real storm of the coming winter 
season and maintenance activities are really primary 
in our mind. 

Fortunately, while we did have some outages due to 
the high wind, we did not incur a great deal of damage 
and not a great deal due to trees and brush problems. 
Where we did have some problems due to brush was 
in those areas that we have not yet covered with the 
hydro-ax brush mowing machine. 

I personally take a lot of satisfaction in the progress 
we have made in maintaining our right-of-ways during 
the past six years and the substantial improvements in 
the cooperative’s outage record. While we have made 
a lot of progress and improved your service reliability 
considerably, I am sure that our methods of right-of- 
ways maintenance have not entirely pleased all of the 
membership. Some members are opposed to any clear 
cutting of brush for various reasons, and I am going 
to take a little of your time to explain our options and 
why we are employing the present method of brush 
clearing. 

One of the questions that someone will raise is, “Why 
don’t you place the lines underground and avoid hav¬ 
ing to cut trees?” 

It is a good question and there are several reasons 
why we do not place primary voltage lines 
underground on a wholesale basis. A major reason is, 
of course, the cost of putting the lines underground. 
Underground lines can cost $20,000 to $35,000 a mile, 
depending on the number of phases, and to replace 
good overhead lines with underground lines to avoid 
tree problems is simply cost prohibitive. If we assum¬ 
ed that half of the lines needed to be buried, we would 
be talking about an investment in the range of 20 to 
30 million dollars and the interest on that amount of 

money would exceed our annual clearing costs many 
times over. 

Another concern I have about underground lines is 
that there have been real problems with older cable fail¬ 
ing long before its useful life is over, and there have 
been cases where whole sections of line had to be aban¬ 
doned because failure rates were intolerable. Sup¬ 
posedly they have now developed new cable insulation 
that will not be subject to such failures, but I am reluc¬ 
tant to gamble the amounts of money we are talking 
about without first seeing how the new cable insula¬ 
tion will perform over a long period of time. There 
could be no worse situation than having hundreds of 
miles of underground line failing on a frequent basis. 
You would not like the interruptions nor the costs 
associated with correcting the problem. 

Underground lines also have two big drawbacks in 
that they are difficult and expensive to tap when you 
have to add new customers, and faults are difficult to 
find when they do occur. We can usually tap on to an 
overhead line rather easily, but digging up an 
underground line for purposes of a tap is another mat¬ 
ter. Many times we would have to dig up someone’s 
yard or field and the member does not always ap¬ 
preciate that. Faults on an overhead line can usually 
be found fairly quickly and repaired, but finding a fault 
on an underground cable involves special equipment 
and time and sometimes a little luck. It is especially a 
lot of fun to repair a cable if you have to dig around 
in knee deep mud to make the repairs. 

It was assumed when underground got going in a 
fairly big way that the savings on right-of-way 
maintenance and storm damage repair would more 
than offset the increased cost of underground. 
However, the insulation failure problems, repair pro¬ 
blems and general inflexibility of an underground 
system have put this theory into question. Perhaps, if 
you were starting with a new system from scratch, 
underground might be the way to go if the technical 
problems are in fact solved. However, I just don’t think 
it is in the financial cards to replace an operating 
overhead system with underground simply for the sake 
of not cutting brush. 

The one other comment that I get once in awhile is 
that instead of using a machine and cutting everything, 
I should be hiring the unemployed and putting them 
to work selectively cutting and trimming. The first pro¬ 
blem I have with that argument is that I would have 
to hire a lot of people to accomplish what the machine 
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can do in the same amount of time. Secondly, the 
cooperative has a long-standing labor agreement that 
would preclude hiring workers at a lower rate to do 
work that is presently being done by union linemen 
or tree trimmers. 

I suppose that I come across as putting everything 
strictly on a dollars-and-cents basis, but that has to be 
a basic consideration in managing a utility. I feel that 
the cooperative has an obligation to furnish you with 
reliable service and we have to try and get the job done 
as efficiently and cost effectively as we can. The general 
public has to understand that in exchange for reliable 
service it has to be willing to set aside a certain amount 
of land for right-of-ways that are going to be kept clear 
of trees and brush. Power lines and brush just are not 
compatible and until such time as we all have the magic 
black box in our closet to furnish us all the power we 
need, utilities are going to have to cut brush. Their 
cooperative went through a number of years when not 
too much was done with regard to brush cutting, and 
I think most of you would agree that the result was not 
acceptable. So, we are going to do our best to see that 
the right-of-ways are maintained and the cost to you, 
the member, is not prohibitive. 

When I was a small boy growing up in a town of 100 
people back in North Dakota, my dad ran a blacksmith 
shop, and in order to have power for his equipment, 
he operated a small light plant. We served a few stores 
and houses in town and it was always an embarrassment 
to me when the lights went dim or went out when 

everyone was in town for a Saturday night. For the 
benefit of those younger than I, Saturday night was the 
night when all the farmers came to town, and back in 
North Dakota in the 1940s that was the only chance 
I had to play with the farm kids during the summer 
months. At any rate, I didn’t like outages then and I 
don’t like them now. So, if we have to mow brush to 
avoid them, I intend to mow brush. 

One final personal note about my utility experience 
back in my boyhood days in North Dakota. Only a few 
houses in town took electricity from us, and I can 
remember having to run around town and tell the 
ladies that they could not iron clothes some days 
because the voltage was too low. As you might imagine, 
our generator was pretty small, and it was a daily strug¬ 
gle for my dad to keep it going. I can assure you that 
the most relieved man in town was my dad when James 
Valley Electric Cooperative built into town and took 
over the electric service. At least after that we didn’t 
have to go to bed at 10 p.m. or get out the kerosene 
lamp. My dad never talked about the “good old days” 
because he felt that there weren’t any, and when it 
comes to the power business I knew back then, I would 
have to say he was right. 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed Friday, February 12, for 

Lincoln’s Birthday and Monday, February 15, for 
Washington’s Birthday. 

Your employees 
James Smith 

James W. Smith, line foreman 
with your electric cooperative, 
has been an Egyptian employee 
since May 1, 1969. 

He and his wife, Jeannette, live 
in Steeleville. They have three 
children: James Michael, 19, a 
sophomore at Parks 
Aeronautical College, Cahokia; 
Jason Kyle, 18, a freshman at 
Eastern Illinois University, 
Charleston; and Jeanna Michelle, 

16, a junior at Steeleville High 
School. 

James lists computer program¬ 
ing, woodworking and 
mechanical projects as his 
hobbies. 

He and Jeannette own Sew 
Unique, a fashion, fabric and no¬ 
tions store, where he does sewing 
machine repair. 

David Sickmeyer 

David Sickmeyer 
David A. Sickmeyer, assistant 

meter tester for Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association, has 
been an employee of the since 
October 5, 1971. 

His duties include testing all 
large power meters, testing 
meters when there are high bill 
complaints, maintenance of line 

regulators and substation 

James Smith 

regulators, and reading meters in 
the Carbondale area. 

Sickmeyer, who lives in 
Steeleville, and his wife, Cindy, 
have two children: Tanya, 14, 
and Brad, 11. 

His hobbies include boating, 
skiing, kids’ ballgames and ac¬ 
tivities and keeping busy with a 
variety of various projects. 
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A winter storm can wreck a utility and cause major outages. 

What to do during an electrical outage 
Americans have become so accustomed to a con¬ 

tinuous, uninterrupted supply of electricity that we are 
usually unprepared when this supply is cut-off by 
storms, weather, or other accidents. This information, 
prepared from an Illinois Farm Electrification Coun¬ 
cil Fact Sheet, is to help you be better prepared when 
there is a power interruption. 

SHORT-TERM POWER FAILURES 
Don’t panic! Calmly check to see if your neighbors 

still have electricity. If they do, the problem could be 
inside your home. Check your main fuses or circuit 
breakers to see if they have blown or tripped. Replac¬ 

ing a fuse or resetting a circuit breaker may restore 
your electricity. 

Keep in mind that many farms have a centralized 
metering location which would have additional fuses 
or circuit breakers which could be blown or tripped. 
A supply of extra fuses should be kept on hand at all 
times. Do not replace a fuse with one of a larger 
amperage rating. It could result in a fire. 

If you determine that the power failure has not been 
caused by a problem in the home, call your electric sup¬ 
plier. Help will be dispatched as quickly as possible. 
Your supplier should also be able to tell you if it will 
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be an extended outage. 
Unplug appliances with electronic components, such 

as microwaves, televisions and VCR’s. This will help to 
eliminate damage to your appliances from voltage 
surges when the electricity is restored. Wait a few 
minutes before turning on these appliances when the 
electricity is restored. This will reduce demand on the 
power supplier’s electrical system. 

If you use a standby generator, be sure it has been 
installed and wired properly. If improperly installed, 
a generator could cause dangerous conditions for the 
utility supplier’s employees working to restore the 
power. Your generator could be damaged when the 
power is restored if a double throw disconnect is not 
used and properly installed. 

Of course, it is also important to be sure that a fresh 
supply of fuel to power the generator is on hand and 
stored properly. 

To make an outage easier to cope with, keep an ade¬ 
quate supply of the following on hand at all times. 
• Flashlights 
• Battery operated radio 
• Candles and matches 
• Extra supply of batteries for flashlights and radio 
• Basic first-aid supplies 
• A small supply of drinking water and food 
• Baby supplies if an infant is in the home 

These should be kept in a cool, dry place and all 
members of the family should know where to find 
them. 

Check the basement periodically for flooding. You 
can use a portable, gasoline-powered pump to pump 
out a basement or crawl space when the power is in¬ 
terrupted to an electric sump pump. Never wade into 
a flooded basement unless electricity supplying sump 
pumps, freezers, etc. have been disconnected. The 
power may be restored while you are in the flooded 

basement and the motors on these appliances may be 
submerged. 

WINTER POWER OUTAGES 

Dress warmly. Several layers of clothing provides bet¬ 
ter insulation than a single layer of heavier clothing. 

Move to a single room, preferably one with few win¬ 
dows. Ideally, this room should be on the south side 
of the home for maximum heat gain in the daytime. 
The room should be shut off from the rest of the house 
and could be one with a fireplace, wood stove or other 
alternate heat source. 

If you use an alternate heat source, be sure and 
follow operating instructions. For example if you use 
a kerosene heater, adequate ventilation is a must. All 
fuels should be stored outside of the home for safety 
reasons. Wood stoves and fireplaces should be main¬ 
tained properly throughout the year to prevent pro¬ 
blems when they are needed in an emergency. 

A primary concern in winter is keeping water pipes 
from freezing. A small stream of water can be left on 
to prevent this. This is not a practical solution when 
water is supplied from a well. Insulating the water pipes 
is a more permanent method. See the section on ex¬ 
tended outages and home shutdowns for information 
on how to drain the water pipes of your home. 

In most rural areas electricity is required to pump 
water into the home. Since water cannot be pumped 
during a power outage, keep an adequate supply of 
drinking water on hand at all times. 

Consolidate your resources with neighbors. They 
might have heat and electricity in their homes. As in 
summer, people with health problems should be taken 
to a church, community agency or other location where 
their needs can be met. 

Never go near downed power lines; let qualified peo¬ 
ple from the power supplier handle these situations. 

Statement of nondiscrimination 
“Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association has fil¬ 

ed with the Federal Government a Compliance 
Assurance in which it assures the Rural Electrification 
Administration that it will comply fully with all re¬ 
quirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
and the Rules and Regulations of the Department of 
Agriculture issued thereunder, to the end that no per¬ 
son in the United States shall, on the ground of race, 
color, or national origin, be excluded from participa¬ 
tion in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise sub¬ 
jected to discrimination in the conduct of its program 
and the operation of its program and the operation 
of its program facilities. Under this Assurance, this 
organization is committed not to discriminate against 
any person on the ground of race, color, or national 
origin in its policies and practices relating to treatment 
of beneficiaries and participants including rates, con¬ 
ditions, and extension of service, use of any of its 
facilities attendance at and participation in any 
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meetings of beneficiaries and participants of the exer¬ 
cise of any rights of such beneficiaries and participants 
in the conduct of the operation of this organization.” 

“Any person who believes himself, or any specific 
class of individuals, to be subjected by this organiza¬ 
tion to discrimination prohibited by Title VI of the Act 
and the Rules and Regulations issued thereunder may, 
by himself or a representative, file with the Secretary 
of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 20250, or the rural 
Electrification Administration, Washington, D.C. 20250 
or the organization, or all a written complaint. Such 
complaint must be filed not later than 180 days after 
the alleged discrimination, or by such later date to 
which the Secretary of Agriculture of the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration extends the time for filing. 
Identity of complaints will be kept confidential except 
to the extent necessary to carry out the purpose of the 
Rules and Regulations.“ 
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From the 
Manager^ Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

JANUARY BILLS 
The January bills for the billed accounts were mail¬ 

ed a few days ago, and we have received a large number 
of telephone calls from members who could not believe 
the size of their electric bill and, in some cases, they 
were pretty irate. This situation usually happens when 
we have alternating periods of fairly cold weather and 
temperatures that are in the normal or above-normal 
range. By the time the member receives his bill, he has 
forgotten all about the cold weather that occurred three 
or four weeks ago and he refuses to believe that he 
could have used that much energy'. 

We try to read the meters for the billed accounts 
around the 12th to the 15th of the month, and mail 
the bill sometime between the 20th to the 25th of the 
month. Thus, by the time the member receives the bill, 
the cold weather of three or four weeks ago is forgot¬ 
ten, and the assumption is made that the meter is bad 
or the reading has to be wrong. I can assure you that 
in the vast majority of the complaints, such was not the 
case. There is, of course, always the possibility that we 
might have made a reading error, but we try to hold 
those type of errors to a minimum. As far as the meter 
being bad, it is very rare for a meter to speed up if it 
is malfunctioning. The usual case is for a meter to 
either stop or slow down if it is not working properly. 
While we can understand a member being upset by a 
high bill, the facts usually are that the weather has been 
cold and the member used the energy to heat his house. 

We buy our wholesale power on a calendar month 
basis and we purchased an above-normal amount of 
energy in December. I had budgeted purchases of ap¬ 
proximately 16,200,000 kwh’s and we actually bought 
approximately 18,400,000 kwh’s. Most of the cold 
weather that caused these increased purchases occur¬ 
red in the latter part of December, so we knew that 
much of it would show up in the member’s January bill. 
While it was not extremely cold, daily temperatures in 
the 5-35 degree range with cloud cover will cause 
heating systems to run a great deal. Throw in a little 

wind and you have the potential for some really large 

increases in the usage of electricity. 
Most members will say, “How could I have possibly 

used that much?” Well, let’s take a look at your heating 
system. If, by chance, you have an electric furnace and 
you average 10 kw of heating elements being on at one 
time, we can calculate the amount of energy you would 
use for each hour the furnace ran. It is simply a mat¬ 
ter of multiplying the hours of running time by the kw 
rating of the furnace. If we assume, for instance, that 
during a real cold day the furnace will run at least half 
of the time, we would multiply 10 kw by 12 hours and 
come up with 120 kwh’s for the day. 

At our final block of $.05 per kwh, that translates in¬ 
to $6 per day to heat your house. It doesn’t take a whole 
lot of days at that rate of consumption to run up a big 
bill. If you really want to get a feel for what you are 
using during the colder days, make a practice of 
reading your meter every day about the same time and 
calculate the daily usage. If you will do that over a 
period of time, you will see the daily consumption go 
up and down with the daily temperatures and you will 
get a feel for what your heating system is doing. Keep 
in mind, however, that days with the same temperatures 
can require varying amounts of energy because the ef¬ 
fect of wind and cloud cover. 

During this time of year we always encounter the 
member whose bill is high but who does not heat with 
electricity. All he uses is a small portable electric heater 
or two to help out his heating system. Most portable 
heaters are 1,400 watts, which would be 1.4 kw. In many 
cases, these heaters are put in rooms where the heaters 
run almost continuously because the room is too large 
for the heater size. If we assumed that the heater ran 
20 hours a day, you are talking about 28 kwh’s a day 
for one small heater, or around 900 kwh’s per month. 
Again, it doesn’t seem like a very big appliance, but 
if you run it enough, I can guarantee that it will be very 
noticeable in your electric bill. 

With the cold weather occurring during semester 
break at SIU, we were virtually assured of getting a 
number of calls where the caller said “I was gone for 
most of the time. How could I have possibly used that 
much?” I can never quite figure out how people will 
arrive at the conclusion that since they were not there, 
their heating system would not run much. Granted, the 
thermostat might have been turned down a little, but 
the heating system is still going to have to operate to 
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maintain the set temperature. If the thermostat is set 
at 60 degrees and the overnight low is around 5 degrees 
with a little wind, I can guarantee that your heating 
system is putting out a lot of heat. If a house is not oc¬ 
cupied, you do not have the heat loss due to opening 
doors, but you also do not have the heat gain due to 
body heat when the house is occupied, so I really 
wonder what the net effect is. 

If you leave the heat on to keep the house from freez¬ 
ing up, you are putting heat into the house. And don’t 
be fooled into thinking that lowering your thermostat 
setting is going to eliminate the need for your heating 
system to run. If you are going to be gone, you might 
consider shutting off the heat to rooms where possi¬ 
ble freezing temperatures are not a problem and turn 
off the electrical service to the water heater. By not 
heating water while you are gone and only heating 
those rooms where heat is required to keep plants and 
the water system from freezing, you should be able to 
save considerably more than by simply reducing the 
thermostat setting for the entire house. 

RURAL TV 
Quite some time ago, we starting looking into the 

possibility of offering unscrambled signals to owners 
of satellite dish owners, and a number of members sent 
in a coupon expressing interest in such a service. We 
are now in the process of surveying those members who 
expressed an interest as to whether or not they would 
subscribe to a package we can now make available. 

If the response if favorable, I would envision that we 
would start offering the package in the next two to 
three months. If we proceed with the service, we will 
be promoting it in this space and will make other ef¬ 
forts to contact dish owners who live outside franchis¬ 
ed cable TV areas. 

Your directors 

Ray 
Mulholland 

Mulholland 

It has been a little less than six years since Ray Mulholland became 
a director of Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association. In that time, 
he has demonstrated an interest in the well-being of EECA that has 
marked his many years of service to other organizations. 

While serving Egyptian Electric, Mulholland has continued an ac¬ 
tive role in a variety of other organizations. A trustee of the Tilden 
Presbyterian Church of 18 years, he has also been a member of Mason 
Lodge 881 in Marissa for 27 years, a Shriner for 10 years, and a 
Marissa Grade School Board member for six years. Mulholland is 
a member of the Farm Bureau, served as an ASCS committeeman 
for 10 years, Lively Grove Township clerk for six years and U.S. Ar¬ 
my Reserve for eight years. 

Mulholland, president of the board since July 1986, was born 51 
years ago near Coulterville. He now lives near Marissa in Lively Grove 
Township where he farms about 1,000 acres and has a 160-sow hog 
operation. He and his wife, the former Shirley Hermans, were mar¬ 
ried April 7, 1956, and have one son, Dwayne, who farms with his 
father. Dwayne and his wife, Lana, have two daughters: Dana and 
Bethany. Shirley is a farm wife and bookkeeper for the farming 
operation. 

A graduate of Coulterville High School who has been farming for 

25 years, Mulholland has been busy as a director of EECA. After two 
years as a director, he was elected vice president of the board in 1984 
and served two years in that position until his election as board presi¬ 
dent in July 1986. Prior to his board service, he served on the 
cooperative’s nominating committee for several years. 

Mulholland has devoted considerable time to completion of eight 
educational and training cvourses for rural electric directors, in¬ 
cluding courses on member relations, directors update and the chair¬ 
man of the board conference. He is also a director of Southern Il¬ 
linois Power Cooperative and serves on the field services commit¬ 
tee of SIPC. 
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Did you know . . . 
1. Your cooperative offers budget billing? 

2. Capital credits are being refunded to the estates of 
deceased members? 

3. You can pay your bill at the following banks? 
• City National Bank, Murphysboro 
• First National Bank & Trust, Carbondale 
• Bank of Carbondale 
• First Bank of Carbondale 
• First Financial Bank, St. Mary’s. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437 first. If there is no answer 
call 684-2144. 

MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144 first. If there is no answer 
call 965-3437. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, and 
other information requested. 

Your employees 
Richard Stein 

Richard Stein, who began 
work for Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association on 
August 7, 1972, is a journeyman 
lineman at the Murphysboro 
district office. 

A resident of rural Mur¬ 
physboro, Stein has a son, Shane, 
14, and a daughter, Kimberly, 10. 

His off-the-job activities in¬ 
clude hunting, fishing and 
gardening. 

Wayne Luedeman 
An employee of your 

Cooperative since May 5, 1972, 
Wayne Luedeman is data pro¬ 
cessing supervisor. 

He lives in Steeleville with his 

Stein 

wife, Loretta. They have a 
daughter, Sandy, and a grandson, 
Josh. 

Wayne Luedeman is assistant 
chief of the Steeleville Fire 

Luedeman 

Department. He also enjoys most 
sports and coaching baseball and 
softball. He says he spends any 
free time left riding his 
motorcycle. 
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Your lifestyle can make a difference! 
You know, you have complete 

control over how you use your elec¬ 
tricity. You choose the ingredients 
that are necessary for you to main¬ 
tain your standard of living. 

The way you live and the way you 
use your electrical appliances have 
a greater impact on your consump¬ 
tion of electricity than the number 
of appliances you have. 

We in Illinois have relatively 
good lifestyles, and we tend to use 
more energy than the national 
average. This applies to all forms of 
energy not just electricity. 

Let’s take a look at some of these 
“lifestyle considerations” that can 
make your electric bill appear to be 
higher than “normal.” 
Family size 

Let’s face it, there is a direct rela¬ 
tionship between the number of 
people living at home and the 
amount of energy that is used. 
That’s especially true if you have 
teenagers at home. In addition, if 
friends and relatives are visiting, 
you can expect to use more energy 
for cooking, baking, laundry, and 
hot water. 
Space heating & cooling 

From a comfort standpoint, most 
of us prefer to be relatively cool in 
summer and warm in winter. 
Others prefer temperature ex¬ 
tremes. In Illinois, humidity plays 
an important part in our year- 
round comfort, too. If we operate 

dehumidifiers in summer (and, to 
a lesser degree, humidifiers in 
winter), this contributes to our 
household energy consumption 
because they tend to run con¬ 

tinuously. Portable space heaters, 

air conditioners, and fans in such 
places as the garage and basement 
also contribute to our energv 
consumption. 

By taking a look at our “comfort” 
lifestyle in terms of maintaining 
relative humidity and temperature, 
we can'use energy wisely in many 
ways. These range from adding in¬ 
sulation, weatherstripping and 
caulking to simply turning down 
the heat and turning off the air con¬ 
ditioning in rooms not used. 
Water heating 

About 15 percent of the energy 
used in the average American home 
is for water heating. Hot water plays 
a very important role in everyone’s 
lifestyle — but many lifestyles re¬ 
quire substantial quantities of hot 
water, and that results in higher 
energy use. 

Ask yourself some of the follow¬ 
ing questions: 

“When I take a bath, do I use hot 
water sparingly, or is the tub com¬ 
pletely full of water?” 

“Do I take short showers, or do I 
stay in the shower until the hot 
water gets cold?” 

“Do I repair leaky faucets, or 
simply let them drip and waste hot 
water?” 

“Do I operate automatic washers 
and dishwashers with a full load, or 
just whenever it’s convenient? (like 
with a pair of jeans or just a few 
dishes)?” 

Appliance Use 
We have a host of time and labor 

saving appliances available to help 
us do our work whenever we need 
their service. As you work through 
this guide, you may notice how 

many more electrical servants you 
have than you expected. These ap¬ 
pliances work for you around the 
clock, whenever you choose to use 
them. But wise use of appliances 
can have a positive effect on your 
energy consumption. 

For example, ask yourself ques¬ 
tions like these: 

“Do I turn off lights when a room 
is not in use, or do I leave them on?” 

“Does my television set entertain 
the entire family, or does it enter¬ 
tain an empty room?” 

“Do I leave the oven on ‘warm’ 
for an extended period of time, or 
do I cook many dishes at once and 
then turn the oven off?” 

These are prime considerations 
that affect the amount of electrici¬ 
ty you use to maintain your lifestyle. 
All Americans are part of the 
residential sector, and spirited 
energy management consciousness 
is likely to start at home. 

The effects of a home and farm 
energy management program can 
pay big dividends! 
Why is my electric bill 
higher than my neighbor's? 

You just answered this question 
yourself. It’s your electric bill, and 
it reflects the amount of electricity 
consumed by you and your family 
in your home and on your farm. 

Your neighbor may have a com¬ 
pletely different set of cir¬ 
cumstances: different number of 
people living at home, different 
lifestyle, different size home, dif¬ 
ferent farming equipment and 
methods, etc. These and many other 
factors make a comparison with 
your neighbor less than meaningful. 
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From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

ENERGY GRANTS 
As we had reported to the membership previously, 

your cooperative participated in a program whereby 
eligible members could apply for a limited amount of 
grants to make energy conservation improvements to 
their place of residence. We were originally allocated 
approximately $52,000 for this program, but the 
amount was later increased to approximately $78,000. 
We have exhausted our allocation and, assuming that 
all other electric cooperatives in the state do the same, 
there will be no additional funds available this fiscal 
year. This was, however, intended to be a three-year 
program and we are hopeful that additional funds will 
be allocated next fiscal year and we can again process 
applications. 

In the course of assisting the members to apply for 
these grants, we performed over 100 energy audits for 
them at no charge and assisted them in preparing the 
application. While we made these energy audits in con¬ 
nection with the grant program, we will perform a 
similar audit for any member at no charge. If you 
would like an audit made of your home, simply con¬ 
tact one of our offices and make the request. 

I do want to stress again that the funds allocated to 
the energy grant program were not tax dollars. The 
federal government distributed to each state its pro¬ 
portionate share of oil overcharge funds and the grants 
we distributed came out of Illinois’ share. In order to 
qualify for a grant, the applicant had to be a member 
of an electric cooperative, he had to meet certain in¬ 
come guidelines and the energy audit had to show that 
the home improvements would produce annual energy 
savings in an amount equal to 10 percent of the grant 
for the next 10 years. 

As far as your cooperative is concerned, it did not 
receive any monetary benefits from the program. We 
were given a small amount for administrative costs, but 
the amount was not sufficient to cover our costs. We 
participated because we believed it was a program that 

would help some of the members save on their energy 
bills and what is good for the member is good for the 
cooperative. If additional funds are made available next 
fiscal year, we will participate and will assist members 
in applying for the grants. 

BUDGET BILLING 
Your cooperative does offer budget billing whereby 

members can make the same payment each month and 
avoid the ups and downs during the heating and cool¬ 
ing season. While budget billing has been available for 
years, not many members made use of it. Human 
nature being what it is, we do not like to pay more than 
we owe during the light usage months, but we would 
like to pay less that what we owe during the heavy usage 
months. Unfortunately, in budget billing you cannot 
have one without the other. 

Our budget billing program is set up that we recon¬ 
cile the account at the end of May. Thus, payments are 
set so the member will not owe a large balance at that 
time. If, during the year, bills are much larger than an¬ 
ticipated due to weather conditions, we may increase 
the budget billing amount in order to avoid the 
member owing a large balance at the end of May. One 
of the problems that we encounter is that a member 
might come in during November and request to be 
placed on budget billing. We will honor his request, 
but the budget amount will be greater than had he 
started budget billing in June. Many times the member 
has trouble understanding this, but we have to look at 
how much he might use between November and May 
and divide that amount by the number of months bet¬ 
ween when the program starts and the end of May. If 
your bill averages $100 per month for the whole year, 
but averages $150 per month during the winter, we can¬ 
not set you up for a budget billing amount of $100 per 
month in November and have you come out close to 
even by the end of May. 

The whole purpose of budget billing is to equalize 
payments during the year so that the member can bet¬ 
ter budget his electric bill and he is not hit with a high 
bill for which he is totally unprepared. It does mean 
that at some periods during the billing the member will 
have paid more than what he owed up to that point 
and the cooperative is ‘‘ahead,” but the intent is for 
the member to be as close to even as possible at the 
time of the May bill. For a member who experiences 
high heating or cooling bills and has difficulty paying 
his bill at such times, budget billing is certainly 
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something that he should consider. The best time to 
start budget billing is with the June billing period 
because there will then be 12 months in the billing 
period and the monthly payment will be the lowest. 
Please bear in mind, however, that should the summer 
be unusually hot or the winter colder than expected, 
we will adjust the payment upward during the billing 
year to avoid having the member owe a big balance 
when the annual reconciliation is made in May. 

Since about 80 percent of the member read their 
own meters, there might be a temptation for some 
members to budget bill their own readings. I would cau¬ 
tion you against doing that because we are continuously 
check reading meters and if we find a reading out of 
line with what has been reported, the entire amount 
is then due or the account will be subject to discon¬ 
nection for non-payment. 

When we encounter such a situation, the member 
sometimes cannot understand our position and why 

we insist that we receive the correct meter readings. 
Simply put, the meter is our cash register and we must 
be in control of it. No business can have its customers 
arbitrarily decide what they will pay and when they will 
pay it. While a member computing his own bill is pro¬ 
bably unique to electric cooperatives, the cooperative 
must still be in control of the billing process and must 
receive the correct meter readings. Payment must be 
made each month for the total amount of energy used, 
unless other arrangements have been made with the 
cooperative. In order to maintain control of the bill¬ 
ing process, we cannot accept anything less than this. 

OFFICE CLOSING 
Our offices will be closed Friday, April 1, in obser¬ 
vance of Good Friday. 

Add a heat pump and save 
If you heat with gas or oil and are going to replace 

you central air unit or are considering the installation 
of central air in your home, you should consider an 
add-on heat pump. Egyptian Electric is offering a $300 
rebate to those members who install an add-on heat 
pump unit in conjunction with their gas or oil furnace. 

The rebate is also available to new home builders where 
an add-on heat pump in installed with a gas or oil 
furnace 

Perhaps you believe your heating system should have 
provided more heat for the hard-earned money you 
spent on fuel this past winter. Or maybe you’re think¬ 
ing about installing or replacing your central air con¬ 
ditioner before summer. In both cases take a look at 
the efficient add-on electric heat pump. Only the heat 
pump can provide year-round living comfort, supply¬ 
ing nearly 80 percent of your home heating needs and 
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all of your cooling requirements. 
The heat pump does not produce heat. It simply 

transfers it. In the winter the pump extracts heat from 
the cold outside air and pumps it into the house. And 
it does it efficiently, too. For every kilowatt-hour the 
pump requires to operate, it produces the equivalent 
of anywhere from one to three kilowatt-hours in heat, 
depending upon conditions. That 100 percent to 300 
percent efficiency is the highest of any heating system 
available, well above the 65 percent seasonal efficien¬ 
cy of the average oil furnace in use. 

During the cooling season, the heat pump reverses 
its cycle and pumps heat outdoors like a conventional 
air conditioner. And the advantage of its “reverse” is 
that you don’t have to buy a separate unit for cooling. 

What is a heat pump? 
A heat pump is an extremely efficient year-round 

heating and cooling system that runs on electricity. 
During the summer, the heat pump “pumps” the heat 
inside your home to the outside, cooling and dehumidi- 
fying your home in the process. In the winter, the heat 
pump “pumps” heat from the air outside to the air in¬ 
side, heating your home. 

How does it work? 
Heat energy actually moves from a warm area to a 

cool area. This is why we insulate, to keep the warmth 
in our homes and not to keep the cold out. 

The heat pump takes advantage of this same princi¬ 
ple. In the summer, the compressor moves the freon 
through the inside coil (evaporator) where it absorbs 
heat in the air. It then cycles through the outside unit 
(condenser) where the outside air is cooler than the 
coils. The heat radiates to the outside air, cooling the 
freon before it returns to the inside to absorb more 
heat. 

In the winter, the flow of freon is reversed. It flows 
through the outside unit (now the evaporator) where 



it absorbs heat from the outside air. From there, it goes 
to the inside coil where it radiates it’s heat to the in¬ 
side cooler air. It is then returned to the outside unit 
again to absorb more heat energy. 

Why do I need auxiliary heat? 
As the temperature difference between the air inside 

your home and the air outside increases, the amount 
of heat energy (BTU’s) needed inside also increases. 
Conversely, as the outside air temperature decreases, 
the amount of heat energy (BTU’s) that the heat pump 
can absorb from it decreases. Where the two rates are 
equal is called the balance point. Below this, the heat 
pump cannot supply enough heat energy to maintain 
the inside air temperature. This is when some type of 
auxiliary heating system is required. This can be from 
either a fossil fueled furnace or electric resistance heat. 

You could oversize the heat pump to give 100 per¬ 
cent of the heating needs, but then in the summer air 
conditioning mode, it would not run enough to remove 

the humidity in the house. As relative humidity is a 
large factor in cooling comfort, a heat pump should 
be sized to the cooling load requirement. 
What is the difference between a heat pump and 

an add-on heat pump? 
When you install a heat pump, your contractor will 

install a complete heating package, including the out¬ 
side condensor unit, the inside evaporator coil and an 
air handler. The air handler contains the auxiliary elec¬ 

tric resistant heat strips and the fan that moves the air 
through the duct system. 

When you install an add-on heat pump, your con¬ 
tractor will use your existing furnace (electric, propane, 
fuel oil or natural gas) for the auxiliary heat and the 
fan. He will “add” the outside condensor unit and the 
inside evaporator coil to this existing system. 

When the outside temperature falls below the 
balance point, (where the home’s heat loss and the heat 
pump input are equal) your existing furnace will then 
begin to work in conjunction with the heat pump. If 
you have a fossil fueled furnace, this creates less of a 
demand on your electric supplier as resistance heat has 
an extremely high demand. 

An add-on heat pump is normally less expensive to 
install and depending on the system and type of aux¬ 
iliary heat, can be less expensive to operate than a 
package heat pump. 

How much can I save? 
Your actual savings will depend on your home and 

the heat pump used. Normal savings range from 10 per¬ 
cent to 30 percent. 

Egyptian Electric has computer programs that will 
calculate the proper size equipment for your home and 
the savings that you might expect. 

Please contact your nearest cooperative office for any 
questions you might have. Remember, Egyptian Electric 
is here to serve you, its members. 

Your employees 
Harold Shields 

Harold Shields has been an 
Egyptian employee since 
October 16, 1972. He works as a 
warehouse clerk and locates 
underground cable. 

Harold and his wife, Shirley, 
who works at the Jackson Coun¬ 
ty Courthouse, live in 
Murphysboro. They have three 
children: Kevin, who lives in 
Gorham and works for Ft. Bluffs 
Fish Farm; Steve, a Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri, policeman, 
and Susan, who works at the 
Kroger store in Murphysboro. 

They also have a two-month-old 
grandchild. 

Harold’s hobbies are boating, 
fishing and hunting. 

Darwin Dailey 
Darwin Dailey, purchasing 

agent for Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association, has 
been with your cooperative since 
January 8, 1973. As purchasing 

Shields 

agent he oversees receiving and 
distribution of materials used to 
build new lines and maintain ex¬ 
isting power lines. He also deals 
with many consumers who call 

the cooperative with problems, 
and he helps in the power use 
department. Darwin is a 
journeyman wireman. 

He and his wife, Marilyn, who 

Dailey 

works for Minton Insurance 
Company, live in Steeleville. 
They have two children: Donna, 
19, a sophomore at Belleville 
Area College, and Keith, 15, a 
freshman at Steeleville High 
School. 

Darwin enjoys fishing, 
hunting, swimming and kids’ 
sporting events and activities. 
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Your directors 

Ed 
Timpner 

Timpner 

For Ed Timpner, being a director on the board of Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association means almost 30 years of service to his 
fellow electric cooperative members. First elected in 1959, Timpner 
has been one of the most actively involved directors in the state. 

Two years after coming on the board, he was elected vice presi¬ 
dent. One year later, in 1962, he began a four-year period as presi¬ 
dent of the board. In addition, Timpner served 12 years (1964-76) 
as your cooperative’s representative on the board of the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC). For the last seven of those 
years, he was the AIEC board secretary-treasurer. 

Timpner and his wife, the former Margaret Schickedanz, live near 
Pinckneyville (Township 6-3). He has retired as a livestock and grain 
farmer but stays plenty busy as an agent for Randolph and Grinnell 
Mutual Insurance Company while serving as Perry County noxious 
weed control officer and commissioner and trustee and secretary 
of the Pinckneyville Rural Fire Protection District. Margaret is an 
Avon representative and is a past 4-H leader for the Pyatt 
Farmerettes. She is also active in the St. Paul United Church of Christ. 
Ed has served St. Paul as Sunday school superintendent and teacher, 
deacon and treasurer. 

Even though Timpner didn’t become a director of EECA until 
1959, his ties with the cooperative go back to the beginning. He 
volunteered his time to help the cooperative obtain right-of-way in 
his community. 

A 1934 graduate of Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, 
Timpner attended Kimzey Grade School and was graduated from 
Pinckneyville High School in 1930. He is a director of the Kimzey 
Grade School district. He has been a member of the Perry County 
Farm Bureau since its beginning and is a past director of the Blue 
Cross Blue Shield-Perry County HIA. 

Timpner has completed a variety of director training courses 
offered by the AIEC and the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association and has served on a number of Egyptian board 
committees. 

He and Margaret have four children: Gary Lee of Pinckneyville; 
Marcella Rae Sharp of Brookfield, Connecticut; Susan Marie Carnito 
of LaVista, Nebraska, and Ralph Edward of Pinckneyville. 

Did you know . . . 
1. Your cooperative serves nearly 11,000 meters over approximately 

2,000 miles of line? 
2. During a typical year, 5,000-6,000 connect and disconnect service 

orders are issued? 
3. Since its inception 50 years ago, the cooperative has signed up 46,400 

members, and average turnover is now approximately 3,000 members 
per year? 
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From the 
Managers Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

RURAL TV 
After exploring many aspects of offering descrambl- 

ed satellite programming in the counties in which we 
supply electrical service, we have decided that we would 
not offer such a service at this time. Instead, we have 
arranged for Hamilton County Telephone Cooperative 
to provide the same programming that we would have 
provided to subscribers in the counties that we now 
serve with electricity. Hamilton County is already in 
the business of furnishing the descrambled signal to 
subscribers in its service area and to subscribers in Tri- 
County Electric Cooperative’s service area, so they are 
in a position to immediately provide the service to 
anyone that requests it. 

After talking to a number of other cooperatives in 
the state, we concluded that the volume of business 
would probably be such that it made more sense for 
a few cooperatives to be in the business as opposed to 
all cooperatives offering descrambled programming. 
If all cooperatives in the state were to get into the 
business, there probably would not be enough volume 
to cover costs for a number of years and we simply did 
not want to get into that type of situation. We said from 
the start that our goal was to provide a service that was 
not readily available in the areas that we served, but 
that such a service would have to stand on its own finan¬ 
cially and we were not going to subsidize it with the 
electric business. We believe that the course we have 
chosen will accomplish that goal. 

In addition to offering descrambled programming, 
Hamilton County also sells and services satellite dishes 
and descramblers and has financing available for 
qualified buyers. We had not planned to get into the 
selling and servicing of equipment, so the telephone 
cooperative is in a position to offer some services that 
you may want and we had not intended to furnish. 
While the telephone cooperative does sell equipment, 
there is absolutely no obligation to purchase any of 
your equipment from them in order to subscribe to the 
programming. They will sell you the programming 

regardless of where you might have purchased your 
dish or descrambler. 

Elsewhere in this center section there is a complete 
description of the services that Hamilton County will 
provide. If you wish to subscribe to the programming, 
simply call them collect and they will activate your 
descrambler while they have you on the telephone. 
There is no need for you to go to their office nor for 
them to come to your home unless, of course, you want 
to buy a dish or descrambler from them. Other than 
not being able to drop your payment off at one of our 
offices, taking service from Hamilton County will be 
no different than if you had been taking the service 
from Egyptian Electric. 

If you have any questions about the programming 
or the equipment you need, please feel free to call 
Hamilton County collect. They are fully geared up for 
the program and Mr. Beltz, the manager, has assured 
me that they will take good care of you. 

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
This is the year that the cooperative has its 50th 

birthday and from time to time this year we will put 
some things from the past in the center section. I would 
imagine that many of our current members never knew 
what it was like to be without electricity, but some of 
us can remember the “good old days” pretty well. I am 
well acquainted with kerosene lamps and the "bath with 
a path” routine and those are certainly not fond 
memories. I guess we were fortunate in that my dad 
did operate a small generator and we did have elec¬ 
tricity for the lights and a radio, but he shut down at 
10 p.m. and it was not always reliable, so a kerosene 
lamp was standard operating equipment around our 
house. There was not enough power for a refrigerator 
or a water heater, so a cistern kept the milk and butter 
cool and a Saturday night bath in front of the kitchen 
range was the routine. My three sons would now regard 
it as a hardship if there was not enough ice for their 
soda, so we have come a long way from those days 
before the Rural Electrification Program. 

One of our members sent in a May 1945, Egyptian 
Electric Newsletter he found in an attic and it really 
points out how times have changed. Back then, if you 
used 250 kwh’s a month, your name was printed on the 
honor roll in the newsletter! How would you like to 

have to get by with 250 kwh’s a month in this day and 
age? I would venture to guess that if most of us 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/April 1988 12a 



husbands told our wives that they had to make do with 
only 250 kwh’s a month, we would probably need the 
services of a good lawyer before long. 

Even though I lived through some of those times, it 
is still a little hard to imagine that in May of 1945, the 
average usage on the system for that month was 93 
kwh’s per member and the average bill was $4.28. 
Today the average member uses around 1,200 kwh’s 
a month and it would be virtually impossible to get by 
with only 93 kwh’s unless all you used would be lights 
and a radio. You certainly couldn’t use many, if any, 
of today’s modern appliances. While a bill of less than 
$5.00 would certainly be nice, I doubt whether many 
of us would be willing to trade what we have for the 
’’good old days.” 

I did not see the show, but apparently one night on 
one of the talk shows a very elderly man who had been 
a farmer was one of the guests. In the course of the 
interview, the host asked the old gentleman as to what 
was the greatest change in his life and his reply was 
“electricity.” I am told that the audience laughed at 
first, but as they talked about it and thought about it 
a little they came to realize what the coming of elec¬ 
tricity meant to the rural people of those days and what 
it means to all of us today. Today you don’t hear about 
people crying when they receive electricity for the first 
time like some did when this cooperative and others 
like it started bringing lights to the dark countryside, 
but that doesn’t mean that electricity is any less impor¬ 
tant today. It just means that this program has been 
so tremendously successful in its goal that electricity 
is, for all practical purposes, available everywhere and 
is an essential part of our everyday lives. 

Your directors 
For Dale A. Smith, an Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 

director for almost 21 years, it has been a directorship of leadership. 
For two different periods, from April 1973 to May 1975 and from 

July 1984 until July 1986, Smith served as president of the cooperative 
board. In addition, he served as vice president for two years just prior 
to becoming president of the board. 

His leadership qualities were also put to use by Egyptian’s power 
supplier, Southern Illinois Power Cooperative. SIPC chose Smith as 
secretary-treasurer in 1973-75, vice president in 1975-77 and presi¬ 
dent of the board from 1977 to 1979. 

From 1984 through 1986, Smith represented SIPC on the board 
of directors of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, the 
electric cooperatives’ statewide service organization. 

A retired grain and livestock farmer, Smith and his wife, the former 
Ruth Schaudt, live in the Denmark community near Cutler in 
Township 6-4. They have three children: Joyce (Mrs. Paul) Pyatt of 
Pinckneyville, Thomas Smith of Campbell Hill and Mark Smith, also 
of Campbell Hill. 

A 1935 graduate of Pinckneyville High School, Smith served three 
and one-half years in the Army Air Corps during World War II, in¬ 
cluding one year in Calcutta, India. 

Smith has served as chairman of the Perry County HIA for two 
years and the Extension Council for three years. 

Dale A. 
Smith 

Smith 

How to estimate 
capital credits 

Total margins of $1,799,065.17 for 1987 have 
been allocated on the books of Egyptian Electric 

Cooperative. You may estimate the amount 
allocated to your capital account as follows: 

Step 1. Add up the total amount paid for energy 
charges only. Do not include taxes or late 
payment charges.  

Step 2. Multiply total kwh used in 1987 by 
$.046766048   

Step 3. Subtract Step 2 from Step 1. 

Step 4. Multiply Step 3 amount by .451788201 

The amount computed in Step 4 represents the 
total amount of capital credits allocated to your 
account. To determine the amount of operating 
margins allocated due to Egyptian Electric’s 
operations, multiply the amount in Step 4 by 
.5766021. By subtracting this answer from Step 
4, the balance represents the amount of capital 
credits allocated for SIPC margins. 
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Your employees 
UNDA FLORREICH 

A 14-year employee of Egyp¬ 
tian Electric Cooperative 
Association, Linda Florreich is 
member records secretary. She 
began work on February 13, 
1974. 

In her job, she handles con¬ 
nects and disconnects, opens 
electric payments, maintains 
member files, microfilms and 
handles outgoing mail. 

She and her husband, Richard, 
live in Sparta. He works for Spar¬ 
tan Printing. They have six 
children: Steve Creech of St. 
Louis, Ed Creech of Willisville, 
Terry Florreich and Debbi 
Mclnelly of Provo, Utah, 
Christine Florreich and Kevin 
Florreich of Chester. 

Linda lists church work, 
gardening, aerobics, reading and 
needlework as hobbies. 

BRENDA CLELAND 
Brenda Cleland, ad¬ 

ministrative assistant for Egyp¬ 
tian Electric Cooperative 

Linda Florreich 

Association, has been with the 
cooperative since January 3, 
1983. 

As administrative assistant, she 
serves as the manager’s secretary, 
opens and distributes mail, 
opens electric payments, handles 
all insurance, does bank recon¬ 
ciliations, and provides relief as 
receptionist. 

She lives near Steeleville with 

Brenda Cleland 

her three sons: Derek, 14; Brett, 
12, and Ryan, 8. 

Her non-working hours are 
spent attending baseball and 
basketball games and any ac¬ 
tivities involving “my three sons.” 
Any remaining free time is spent 
shopping, bowling, movies and 
summer water sports. She is on 
the parish council of St. Joseph 
Catholic Church. 

The meter thief 
The meter thief steals from his 

neighbors. Everyone agrees that 
stealing is wrong. But, when the vic¬ 
tim of theft is a large corporation, 

often it seems to be a little less 
wrong. 

Unfortunately, the consumer is 

the real victim of theft from any 
business. This is especially true of 
meter tampering and theft of elec¬ 
tricity from your electric 
cooperative. When someone steals 
electricity, your electric cooperative 
is denied revenue that will have to 
be made up in the future through 
higher rates paid by all consumers. 

Theft of electricity is a violation 
of Illinois state law. All utilities are 
prosecuting persons found tamper¬ 
ing with their electric meters. In 
fairness to the thousands of other 
consumers who would otherwise 
have to make up the lost revenue, 
we have to do whatever we can to 
stop the few who would steal from 
their neighbors. 

After all, as a cooperative, we are 
owned by those we serve. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437 first. If there is no answer 
call 684-2144. 

MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144 first. If there is no answer 
call 965-3437. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, and 
other information requested. 
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Rural TV package 
and satellite dish options 

for members of 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative 

Association 
The board of Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association has approved a pro¬ 
gram that will enable the cooperative's members to subscribe to a special 

package of satellite television programming. 
Your cooperative has worked out an arrangement with Hamilton County 

Telephone Cooperative in Dahlgren for that cooperative to provide Egyptian 
members with the Rural TV programming package of the National Rural 

Telecommunications Cooperative. Hamilton has several years of experience in 
satellite television and is handling satellite programming and hardware for 

other electric cooperatives in Illinois. 
On this page are the listings of the various options you have, along with hard¬ 
ware — dish systems and descramblers — Hamilton has available. 
Those of you interested in this programming and/or equipment should contact 
Hamilton County Telephone Cooperative at 1-618-736-2211. You may call collect. 

BASIC RURAL TV PACKAGE 
$7.50 per month 

WGN - Chicago 
WOR - New York 
WPIX - New York 
KTVT - Fort Worth 
CNN - Cable News Network 
CNNII - Headline News 
ESPN - Sports Channel 
CBN - Christian Cable 

Network 

BASIC RURAL TV w/o ESPN 
$7.00 per month 

PRIME TIME 24 
$3.25 per month 

WABC - New York 
WBBM - Chicago 
WXIA - Atlanta 

SELECTV 
$8.95 per month 

Various types of satellite 
receivers and equipment are 
available. The dish is a 10-foot 
aluminum mesh. 

STS-100 IRD (Smart Remote) 

Call for price 

STS-100 IRQ (Reg. Remote) 

Call for price 

Three months free BASIC 
RURAL TV with either of the 
above IRD packages. 

STS-110 $1395 installed + taxes 

Other systems from $995 + taxes 

(installed) 

General Instrument VideoCipher II 2100E descrambler 

$395 plus taxes and installation 

A one-time membership fee of $10 is required for billing purposes. 
Financing is available to those who are qualified. 
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From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

BUDGET BILUNG 
While I have discussed this subject recently, I do want 

to mention it again because this is the time of year to 
start budget billing. Budget billing plans that are started 
now will have the lowest monthly payments because the 
budget billing year ends with the May payment. If you 
start budget billing now, the higher usage months can 
be spread over the largest number of lowest usage 
months. Budget billing plans that are started later will 
have less months left in the budget billing year, so con¬ 
sequently the payments have to be higher to offset the 
higher usage months and come out close to a zero 
balance next May. 

Human nature being what it is, we would like to pay 
less than what we owe during the high usage months, 
but we do not like to pay more than we owe during 
the low usage months. We always have some people 
who would like to start budget billing in January, but 
they want to quit in March and a budget billing plan 
just does not work that way. If you have trouble pers¬ 
onally budgeting for the peak usage months, you ought 
to seriously consider a budget billing plan for your elec¬ 
trical bill. If you are interested, just call one of our 
offices and we will check your billing history and com¬ 
pute what your monthly budget payment would be. The 
budget billing amount is set with the intent of arriv¬ 
ing at a close to zero balance at the end of next May 
and if weather conditions should gready increase usage 
over your previous history* we will adjust the budget 
amount during the year to make sure you do not owe 
a big balance at the end of May. 

OUTAGES 
As we enter the summer season, it is again that time 

of year when we encounter more outages due to elec¬ 
trical storms. It is also the time when we get a few com¬ 
plaints that we do not answer the outage phone and 
I think it is probably worthwhile for me to again discuss 
our outage handling procedures. First off, let me again 
emphatically state that we always have someone on 
outage call duty every day and night of the year. The 

way we handle the calls is that we have six employees 
that take weekly turns in manning the phones outside 
of regular business hours. Two of these employees 
reside in Steeleville and the other four reside in 
Murphysboro, so depending who is on duty determines 
where the outage phone will be answered. 

You, of course, do not know who is taking the calls 
when your power is off so that is why our telephone 
recording tells you to try one number and if there is 
no answer, to call the other number. Unfortunately, we 
find that our members will write down the outage 
number of Steeleville and thus bypass the call to the 
regular number which would have given them the 
recording and the two outage numbers to call. Thus, 
if they call the Steeleville outage number and someone 
at Murphysboro is on duty, they are not going to get 
an answer and they sometimes conclude that we are 
not answering the phones. When someone is on duty 
at Steeleville, we are able to put the Murphysboro 
phones on call forwarding and automatically forward 
any outage calls to the Steeleville number, but the 
phone company does not have that capability to do the 
same at the Steeleville end. We are told that it will pro¬ 
bably be a few years before a new electronic exchange 
is installed in our area and we would then be able to 
forward calls from Steeleville to Murphysboro. 

In the meantime, the best thing to do is try both 
numbers that are published in this section until you 
get an answer. If you get a busy signal, keep trying 
because we have not taken the phone off the hook and 
you will eventually get through. Where we have 
widespread outages, there is a pretty good chance that 
someone else has already reported your outage, but it 
is always a good idea to call if you think you are the 
only one out of service. We have many cases where a 
member sat without power because he thought 
someone else reported the outage and it turned out 
that he was the only one out of service or the only one 
at home on the line that was out of service. We have 
no way of knowing that the power is off unless someone 
calls, so the best advice is: When in doubt, call. 

We do take lines out of service for construction and 
maintenance and we do understand that this is 
sometimes inconvenient for some of our member. It 
is not possible to contact everyone when we have such 
an outage, but if it is absolutely necessary that we con¬ 
tact you, we do maintain a file on our computer of 
numbers to call when we take various sections of line 
out of service. If you have a business with computers, 
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operate a dairy farm or operate any other enterprise 
where a loss of power can cause problems,you should 
let us know and we will do our best to call you before 
we take a planned outage on your line. All we ask is 
that such requests be limited to those cases where loss 
of power causes a real inconvenience. 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed on Monday, May 

30, 1988, in observance of Memorial Day. 

Your directors 

Harold 
Dycus 

Dycus 

Harold I. Dycus has been a director of Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative since early in 1976, and his years of service to his 
cooperative blend well with his long record of community and public 
service. 

Three years after becoming a director, Dycus was elected vice presi¬ 
dent of the board. In 1980 he was elected president of the board 
and served in that capacity for two years. Dycus has been a director 
for Egyptian on the board of Southern Illinois Power Cooperative 
since 1981. He was secretary-treasurer of the board in 1985 and 1986 
and now serves as vice president of that board. 

A native of Waltonville who grew up in Mt. Vernon, Dycus is a 
partner in the regional certified public accounting firm of Dycus 
& Bradley, which has offices in Carbondale and Marion. He and his 
wife, the former Jane Curry, have four children: Dana, a swim coach 
in Southern Pines, North Carolina; Colleen, a buyer for Nieman- 
Marcus in Dallas; Christy, a kitchen designer for Whirlpool Corp. 
in Phoenix, and Darrin, a student at the University of Florida in 
Gainesville. Jane teaches history, psychology and sociology at 
Carbondale Community High School. 

Dycus earned a bachelor of science degree in accountancy from 
the University of Illinois in 1954 and a master of science degree in 
accountancy from Southern Illinois University/Carbondale in 1965. 
He earned his CPA designation in 1966. He also attended Illinois 
Bankers School at SIU in 1968-69 and participated in the Executive 
Seminar in 1972. He later served as a teacher at the School from 
1980 to 1985 and has served as bank operations section leader for 
the School since 1986. 

Following graduation from the U of I, Dycus worked as an auditor 
for Arthur Andersen 8c Co. in Chicago until he entered the U.S. Air 
Force in 1955. He attained the rank of captain and was a CT19 pilot. 
In 1958 he began work as an accountant for Wm. A. Camber, CPA, 
of Mt. Vernon. In 1962 Dycus joined the staff of SIU/C and worked 
as assistant to the budget director and assistant chief accountant. In 
1968 he became executive vice president and trust officer of First 
National Bank 8c Trust Co. of Carbondale. He and his partner found¬ 
ed their CPA firm in 1973 and he has served as president and as 
a director of the firm. 

His community and public service includes: president, Carbon¬ 
dale Community High School Boosters Club, 1986-87; president, 
SIU/C College of Business and Administration Alumni Society, 1977, 
and charter member, College Alumni Hall of Fame, 1986; president, 
Carbondale Lions Club, 1967-68; chairman, Carbondale United Way 
Campaign, 1969-70; chairman, board of trustees, Carbondale First 
Christian Church, 1971; recipient, SIU/C Alumni Achievement 
Award for Distinguished Service, 1985; and trustee, Carbondale 
Memorial Hospital and Southern Illinois Hospital Services Corp., 
1976-85, and chairman, Services Corp., 1982-84. 

In addition to the wide range of cooperative, community and 
church leadership positions, Dycus has completed a number of 
courses designed for rural electric cooperative board members. 
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Nominating Committee appointed 
To: Members of Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association 

Pursuant to the By-Laws of the Cooperative and in 
compliance with the United States Department of 
Agriculture Rural Electrification Administration Revis¬ 
ed Bulletin 20-19, notice is hereby given to the 
members of the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion that the Cooperative will hold its 50th annual 
meeting of its members on Thursday evening July 28, 
1988, at 7:30 p.m., in the Steeleville American Legion 
meeting room located on the west side of town and a 
block south of Broadway. 

Notice is further given that the terms of office of 
directors Hubert Chapman, Carbondale; Dale Smith, 
Cutler; and John Steele, Campbell Hill, will expire at 
said annual meeting. 

Notice is further given that the board of directors 
of the Cooperative have appointed the following nam¬ 
ed persons as a nominating committee: 

Homer Bunselmeyer 
Lawrence Dietz 
Bill Kuhnert 
Melvin Paul 
Michael Peterman 
Leonard Priebe 
William Schrader 
Alfred Stellhorn 
Richard Winter 

Rockwood 
DeSoto 
Ava 
Marissa 
Carbondale 
Campbell Hill 
Pinckneyville 
Evansville 
Pinckneyville 

Notice is further given that the above nominating 
committee will meet at the Steeleville office of the 
Cooperative, located at the west edge of Steeleville, Il¬ 
linois, on Tuesday, June 7, 1988, at 8 p.m., for the pur¬ 
pose of nominating candidates for election to the board 
of directors, and that all members interested may at¬ 
tend said meeting and participate. 

The by-laws also provide that the nominating com¬ 
mittee, upon making their nominations, shall prepare, 
and post at the office of the Cooperative, at least 30 
days before the annual meeting, a list of nominations 
for directors. 

The by-laws further provide that any 15 or more 
members may make other nominations in writing over 
their signature not less than 25 days prior to the 
meeting. Additional nominations may be made from 
the floor at the meeting. 

The by-laws provide that each active member shall 
be entitled to one vote upon each matter submitted to 
a vote at the meeting of the members and that proxy 
voting is prohibited. 

A member having questions regarding the above pro¬ 
ceedings may contact any officer or member of the 
board of directors for clarification or further 
information. 

Copies of the by-laws of the Cooperative are available 
and can be obtained at the Cooperative offices located 
at Steeleville and Murphysboro, or mailed to you upon 
your request. 

Respectfully submitted, 
John E. Steele, Secretary 

New, modern logo will be put to use 
Willie Wiredhand, the little car¬ 

toon figure you have seen often as 
part of rural electric identification, 
has been with the rural electrifica¬ 
tion program nearly 40 years. He is 
moving over now to make room for 
something new, a more modern 
logo, as such a symbol of a business 
or organization is called. 

But he is not being put complete¬ 
ly out to pasture. The little fellow 
with the light socket head, plug 
body and legs, and wire arms is 
most often seen with a smile on his 
face and his gloved right hand ex¬ 
tended into the air in greeting, his 
standard pose. 

This is only one side of him, 
though. He has been a resourceful 
rural electrification ambassador 
and has involved himself in a varie¬ 
ty of activities over the years to 
boost the rural electrification 
program. 

He has made appearances on 
electric cooperative stationery and 
billboards, in newsletters, hand¬ 
books, brochures, slide shows, films 

and advertisements all across the 
nation and throughout the world. 

For several years, Willie 
Wiredhand curtains were popular 
in electric cooperative offices. Egyp¬ 
tian Electric still has drapes bearing 
Willie. He has appeared on hats, 
caps, jackets, T-shirts, tie tacks, rings 

and wrist watches. 
As time has gone by, though, 

more and more corporations and 
associations have moved toward 
cleaner, more modern logos, and 
the electric cooperatives have 

gradually moved in that direction, 
too. 

The National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA) 
began a few years ago to look for a 
symbol that would represent the 
electrification of the countryside 
without looking too ’’cartoonish.” 
What finally evolved is a clean, 
graphic circle — almost always in 
solid green or black — with a design 
inside that represents the flow of 
electricity across the land to serve 
you. 

Over the next several months, 
you will notice that Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric will begin using the new logo. 
We won’t do away with Willie 
Wiredhand, but we plan to use the 
more modern, business-like logo. 

Perhaps future “Willie” poses will 
include some leisure scenes, as the 
little gentleman finally goes into a 
well-deserved but active retirement! 
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Your employees 

Scot Alms 
An employee of Egyptian Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative Association 
since September 18, 1979, Scot 
Alms is a jouryneyman lineman. 

Scot and his wife, Sheila, live 
in Steeleville. They have one 
child: Brittany, 10 months old. 

He lists his hobbies as golf and 
bowling. 

Harry Kuhn 
Harry Kuhn has worked for 

Egyptian Electric for nearly nine 
years, including the last five as 
manager. 

He and his wife, Shirley, live in 

Alms 

Steeleville. They have three sons: 
David, 20, a sophomore at 
Southern Illinois University/Car- 
bondale; Ross, 17, a senior at 
Steeleville High School, and 

Kuhn 

Ryan, a seventh grader at St. 
Mark’s Lutheran School in 
Steeleville. 

Harry enjoys golf, bowling, 
hunting and fishing. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437 first. If there is no answer 
call 684-2144. 

MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144 first. If there is no answer 
call 965-3437. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, and 
other information requested. 

Safety rules for tornado season 
Shelter — Seek inside shelter if 

possible. If in the open, move away 
from a tornado’s path at a right 
angle. If there is no time to escape, 
lie flat in the nearest depression, 
such as a ditch or ravine. 

In office building — The base¬ 
ment or an interior hallway on a 
lower floor is safest. Upper stories 
are unsafe. If there is no time to des¬ 
cend, a closet or small room with 
stout walls, or an inside hallway will 
give some protection against flying 
debris. Otherwise, under heavy 
furniture must do. 

In homes with basements — Seek 
refuge near the basement wall in 
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the most sheltered and deepest 
below-ground part of the basement. 
Additional protection is afforded by 
taking cover under heavy furniture 
or a work bench. Other basement 
possibilities are the smallest room 
with stout walls, or under a stairway. 

In homes without basements — 
Take cover in the smallest room 
with stout walls, or under heavy 

furniture, or a tipped-over 
upholstered couch or chair in the 
center part of the house. The first 
floor is safer than the second (or 
third). If there is time, open 
windows partly on the side away 
from the direction of the storm’s 

approach — but stay away from 
windows when the storm strikes. 

Mobile homes — Mobile homes 
are particularly vulnerable to over¬ 
turning and destruction during 
strong winds and should be aban¬ 
doned in favor of a pre-selected 
shelter, or even a ditch in the open. 

Damage may be reduced by secur¬ 
ing the trailer with cable anchored 
in concrete footing. 

Factories, auditoriums, and other 
large buildings — These buildings 
with wide, free-span roofs should 
have preselected, marked shelter 
areas in their basements, smaller 
rooms, or nearby. 
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From the 
Managers Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The cooperative’s 50th annual meeting will be held 

on July 28, 1988, at the Steeleville American Legion 
Hall. We have held the last five annual meetings in this 
hall, and as many of you know, it is air conditioned 
and quite suited to our needs. As I have done the last 
five years, I will assure you that we will hold the 
business session to the absolute minimum required to 
conduct the necessary business affairs of the 
cooperative and we will dismiss you in a timely manner. 

We have arranged for a guest speaker whom I think 
you will enjoy, so why not mark your calendars and 
come out and help us celebrate the cooperative’s 50th 
birthday? 

LOOKING BACK 
As we look back over the 50 years of the cooperative’s 

history, we see tremendous changes that have taken 
place in the cooperative, our society and the nation 
itself. Perhaps the biggest change has taken place in 
the membership itself, primarily in the way the 
members make their living and their attitudes and 
expectations. 

When the cooperative was first formed, the member¬ 
ship was entirely rural and probably all were either 
engaged in farming or some small business associated 
with farming. Today that situation has completely 
reversed, with very few of the members relying on far¬ 
ming for their primary source of income. According 

to a survey that was made for us by our statewide 
association two years ago, less than 15 percent of our 
members now rely on farming as their primary source 
of income. While this figure may be a little low because 
of the farm income situation during the year the survey 
was taken, it is probably not off by very much and is 
a good indicator of what is going on in the rural areas 
today. We have more farm members than 15 percent, 
but many wives work off the farm and many farmers 
themselves have part time jobs off the farm, so farm 
income is not their primary source of income. 

The 15 percent figure also reflects what has taken 

place as far as living preferences. When the cooperative 
was first formed and the electrical system was built, all 
of the area served was rural and there were no subdivi¬ 
sions, mobile home parks or incorporated areas or 
cities in the cooperative’s service area. However, as jobs 
and income levels increased, people started to build 
new homes and many of them either wanted to live in 
rural areas or in new subdivisions. In most cases the 
new subdivisions had to be built outside existing city 
limits because of land availability and in many cases 
the available land was in the cooperative’s service. 
Thus, it was not a case of the cooperative building to 
the city, it was instead the city building out into the 
cooperative’s service area. 

Perhaps the biggest change we see that affects those 
of us operating the system is the change in member 
attitudes and expectations. When the system was first 
organized, there was no electrical service available in 
the rural areas and everyone was willing to do what it 
took to get power for themselves and their neighbors. 
Getting right-of-ways was not a problem and the 
cooperative could pretty well set a pole wherever it was 
necessary and the most cost-efficient. Today people are 
not so concerned about their neighbors getting elec¬ 
trical service and we sometimes encounter a lot of dif¬ 
ficulty in getting easements to serve a new member. If 
the cooperative had encountered the same attitudes 
when it first started, electrical service would have been 
greatly delayed in much of the rural area. Many times 
it puts us in the middle between someone that wants 
power and a current member that stands in the way 
of him getting it. Most of the time those are no-win 
situations for us because in all likelihood someone is 
going to be unhappy and probably unhappy with us. 
The “I got mine, you see how you get yours” attitude 
seems to be becoming more prevalent in this country 
and it is certainly not the approach that made this 
cooperative the success that it is today. We all have to 
keep in mind that “cooperate” is a big part of the work 
cooperative. 

The other major change that we see in the member¬ 
ship is their expectations. As standards of living have 
improved over the years we tend to increase our ex¬ 
pectations. What would have been considered an 
outright luxury 20 or 30 years ago is now considered 
a necessity and everyone expects to have it. When elec¬ 
tricity first became available in the rural areas, 
everyone was so glad to get it and it was used in rather 
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limited ways, so outages were no big deal. In fact, some 
members reported outages by mail, which is rather 
hard to believe in this day and age. Today, the situa¬ 
tion has changed and we have become so reliant on 
the power being on that we have come to expect that 
it will always be there when we flip the switch. When 
it isn’t, we are pretty quick to get on the phone to report 
it. From our standpoint it means that we must have the 
men and equipment available to restore service no mat¬ 
ter the hour, day or night. I would imagine that years 
ago most outages were not reported until regular work¬ 
ing hours or perhaps were not taken care of until the 
regular work day started. Today, we expect you to call 
when your service is interrupted and we get someone 
on the problem no matter what the hour. Today, you 
rightfully expect more of us and we do our best to meet 

those expectations. Sometimes we are not able to 
restore service as fast as you or we would like because 
of manpower limitations in times of numerous outages, 
but we do get to them as quick as we can. 

Fifty years ago, Egyptian Electric Cooperative started 
as an idea and today it serves 11,000 meters over near¬ 
ly 2,000 miles of line. Initially, most members used less 
than 50 kilowatt-hours per month and today the 
average usage is approximately 1,300 kilowatt-hours 
per month. The cooperative has been a tremendous 
success and is a tribute to those individuals in the ear¬ 
ly days who had the determination to do for themselves 
what no one else was willing to do for them. If we con¬ 
tinue their spirit of cooperation and determination, the 
cooperative will be similarly successful for the next 50 
years. 

Your directors 

John 
Steele 

Steele 

April marked the 15th year of service to your electric cooperative 
byjohn E. Steele, who lives in the Shiloh Hill community near Camp¬ 
bell Hill. 

First elected to the board in April of 1973, Steele quickly became 
a leader for the cooperative, serving as vice president of the board 
from 1975 to 1977 and as president from 1977 to 1980. He has serv¬ 
ed as secretary-treasurer since 1986. 

Steele, 64, was born north of Percy in Randolph County and grew 
up on a farm in that county. He was graduated from Sparta High 
School and completed a home study course in electronics offered 
by RCA. After service in the Navy during World War II, he was an 
over-the-road truck driver for 12 years and worked for McDonnell- 
Douglas as an inspector for seven years. He drove a truck locally un¬ 
til his retirement. He enjoys fine woodworking in his retirement. 

Before becoming a director, he had served on the cooperative 
nominating committee in 1972. In addition to his service as an of¬ 
ficer of the board, he has been a member of the board auditing 
committee. 

For two years, 1979-1981, he was a director on the board of 
Southern Illinois Power Cooperative, your cooperative’s power sup¬ 
plier. He has served as an alternate director on the board of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives since 1986. 

He is vice president of the Little Egypt Woodworkers and is an 
elder of Westminster Presbyterian Church. 

Steele has completed a number of director courses, enough to 
qualify for director certification by the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association. 

He married the former Eva Katharine Daniels in Dedham, 
Massachusetts, and they have four children: Karen of Peoria; Richard 
of Warner Robins, Georgia; Dan of Falls Church, Virginia, and Ron 
of Virginia Beach, Virginia. 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed Monday, July 4, in 

observance of Independence Day. 
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Your employees 
TERRY HOPE 

Terry Hope began work for 
the cooperative in September of 
1979 and is a journeyman 
lineman at the Murphysboro 
office. 

Hope and his wife, Helen, live 
near Murphysboro, and they 
have two sons: Terry, Jr., 15, and 
John Jefferson, 11. 

Hope lists his hobbies as wood¬ 
working, swimming and water 
skiing. 

NORMAN QUILLMAN 
A journeyman lineman with 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association at Steeleville, Nor¬ 
man Quillman has been an 
employee since September of 

Hope 

1979. 
He and his wife, Mary Ellen, 

live in Percy and have five 
children: Bobby, Patti, Gina, 
Sherri and Joli, and eight 

Quillman 

grandchildren. 
His hobbies are bowling, 

fishing, camping and discussing, 
and sometimes arguing, he says, 
Cubs and Cardinals baseball. 

Cooperative has rich history 
It was a momentous occasion at Winkelman’s Grove, 

near Bremen, on that September 13 in 1939, and hund¬ 
reds of Southern Illinoisans showed up for the celebra¬ 
tion. The first pole was to be set for a new electric utility 
that would serve the rural areas of Randolph and 
Jackson counties, and people were excited and happy. 
In fact, some 800 showed up, and the event turned into 
a pole-setting, picnic and patriotic party, all rolled into 
one. The schools in the area closed for the occasion, 
and some 300 pounds of meat was barbecued and serv¬ 
ed. A kerosene lamp was symbolically burned, and 
memorials were read to sad . irons, well buckets, ice 
boxes, brooms and washboards. 

It was a big event. The Steeleville band played the 
“Star Spangled Banner,” a 48-star flag was unfurled, 
and the first pole was carefully set in place while 
photographers recorded the event for posterity. 

But the pole setting and attendant festivities were 
really but a small part of a very large effort: some five 
years of work and planning had already been done, and 
there were years of work yet to be undertaken, but that 
first pole represented a very real turning point. 

From then on, those who’d chorused, “It can’t be 
done” for all those years were silenced. It was obvious 
to even the worst pessimist that the Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association was a going concern. 

It hadn’t always been that obvious. 
At first, there was no cooperative, and no prospect 

of one. 
In 1934, a group of farmers called on the power com¬ 

pany manager at Sparta and asked about the possibili¬ 

ty of extending the power lines a mile or so to elec¬ 
trify their farms in the Campbell Hill area. One of the 
leaders of the group was a man named Harry 
Sickmeyer, who was later to become president of EECA. 
The manager suggested a neighborhood survey to see 
if there was a real desire for electricity. Sickmeyer and 
his brother-in-law, Theodore Kueker, did the survey. 

There was plenty of interest, even though the prices 
were high, and a “town meeting” was set up at the 
Shiloh School, near the Sickmeyer home, and the 
manager had committed himself to attend. There was 
a good crowd, but the manager cancelled at the last 
minute. “We knew that knocked our project in the 
head,” Sickmeyer was to say later. 

Not long after that, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
set up the Rural Electrification Administration, or REA, 
to appropriate money to electrify the countryside. The 
original idea was to loan the money, at 2 percent 
interest, to the power companies, who would then build 
lines out into the rural areas. “Thanks but no thanks” 
was the gist of their reply to the offer. With their eyes 
firmly planted on the bottom line of their balance 
sheets, they couldn’t see that farmers wanted more than 
“lights.” 

The same thing was happening all over the country, 
and the response was almost always the same. The REA 
urged local leaders and men of vision to set up 
cooperatives and build “home-grown electric com¬ 
panies.” That’s exactly what they did. Kueker, 
Sickmeyer, W.H. McKee of Jacob, Park G. Harrett of 
Rockwood, Robert B. Gale of Gorham, C.E. Dietz of 
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DeSoto, Raymond Herrington of DeSoto, Albert Kothe 
of Percy and Floyd Cox of Oraville set to work — at 

first on two co-ops that later merged — and started can¬ 
vassing their neighbors. 

Driving up and down the roads of Southern Illinois, 

these men — and many other volunteers — braved 
dust, mud, cold, heat and ridicule to make their dream 
come true. 

Canvassing was not easy. While most people wanted 
electricity, they were afraid to sign up. It cost $5 for 
a membership, and that was a lot of money in those 

switch to energize the first line, and Egyptian members 
started using electricity. T.F. Fieker succeeded Wendell 
as manager, and F.E. “Toady” Fair succeeded him. 

The co-op’s first power bill came to $149.25. 
Things happened fast after that, until America 

entered World War II, when W.L. Engelhard! became 
manager in 1944. Before the war ended in 1945, Ray 
Holt became manager. He stayed in that position for 
some 30 years. 

As the postwar boom blew away any worries about 
membership fees and monthly minimum bills, the co- 

Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association 

1938-1988 From dream to reality 

days. America was in the grip of the great depression, 
and although prosperity was slowly returning to the 
country, $5 still represented a good deal of money. A 
husky man, if he were lucky enough to find a paying 
job, might take home a dollar or so a day. 

And the depth of the required commitment was a 
real problem. The $3.50 minimum bill, which would 
have to be paid month in and month out, was frighten¬ 
ing to many. And the power companies propagandiz¬ 
ed against the canvassers. They alleged that power from 
a co-op would not be as “strong” as theirs, and that if 
the cooperative were to go belly-up, the farmers would 
be stuck with the outstanding bills. 

Eventually, all those problems were surmounted, and 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association was organiz¬ 
ed on August 25, 1938, at Murphysboro, and 
immediately applied for a $500,000 REA loan to get 
a start on a 425-mile system. REA approved the loan 
on February 20, 1939, and word spread quickly. A lit¬ 
tle later, Donovan Construction Company of St. Paul, 
Minnesota, was chosen to build the system, which was 
expanded to include all or parts of Monroe, St. Clair, 
Washington, Perry and Williamson counties, in addi¬ 

tion to the original two. Hugo Wendell was hired to 
manage the co-op. 

As mentioned earlier, the first pole was set on 
September 13, 1939, and work went quickly. Workers 
spent a bitterly cold winter getting part of the system 
built, and while that was going on, families were “get¬ 
ting wired.” For most, that meant a light socket hang¬ 
ing from the middle of the ceiling of each room, with 
a couple of outlets each in the living room an kitchen. 
This was an important step, since REA wouldn’t per¬ 
mit the lines to be energized until 75 percent of the 
homes on the system were ready for electricity. 

Early in the spring of 1940, it was time to pass yet 
another milestone. On March 30, with a small group 
of shivering spectators watching, Sickmeyer threw the 
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op moved into a new building in Steeleville in the 
spring of 1950, and expanded rapidly. 

There were still problems with the power companies. 
As soon as the co-op had shown signs of being viable 
the companies had discovered a burning need to elec¬ 
trify the countryside they’d so recently neglected, and 
immediately built lines to all the good loads they could. 
Their contracts forbade the co-op from serving even 
moderate industrial loads, and rates were higher than 
they should have been. 

Egyptian banded together with Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative and Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative to form Southern Illinois power Co¬ 
operative, with its own power plant and transmission 
lines. Again, the nay sayers were singing their negative 
song, and working Southern Illinoisans rolled up their 
sleeves and got to work. REA okayed a $25,800,000 loan 
to build the plant and 354 miles of transmission line. 

The power companies, whose rates had been 
astronomical, offered to lower their prices to just 
exorbitant, but SIPC built its power plant anyway. It 
came on line in 1963, and has been supplying the three 
distribution cooperatives ever since. 

While this was going on, EECA was growing. James 
Holloway succeeded Ray Holt as manager. A long-time 
public official, Jim left EECA to return to public life, 
and Harry Kuhn became manager in 1983. 

Times were tough when the co-op was formed, and 
its future looked uncertain. In fact, when the co-op 
offered a job to Wilbert Alms, who worked for a St. 
Louis hardware firm, he was hesitant to accept, fear¬ 
ing that the fledgling co-op might fold in “six or eight 
weeks or at most six months.” 

To the surprise of many, your co-op has lasted 50 
years. And, although times are rough and things look 
uncertain, we fully expect to be here, serving Southern 
Illinois, for another 50 years! 
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Invitation from the board 
of directors to the 
annual meeting 

On behalf of the board of directors of Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, I extend a personal invitation to at¬ 
tend your cooperative’s 50th annual meeting. The 
meeting will be held at Steeleville’s American Legion 
Hall on Thursday, July 28, 1988. The hall is air- 
conditioned and has been very comfortable the last five 
annual meetings in spite of the summer heat. 

Registration will began at 6 p.m., and each member 
registering will receive a commemorative oil lamp as 
an attendance gift. All members registered by 7:30 p.m. 
will be included in the drawing for 10 “early bird” 
prizes, which will be $20 credits to be applied on an 
electric bill. At the conclusion of the meeting, all 
members present will be eligible for the drawing of 
other attendance prizes as well as the two grand prizes 
of a $100 credit to be applied to an electric bill. There 
will also be a drawing for a 50th Anniversary prize, 
which will be a 19-inch portable color television. 

As in the past few years, we are planning a very short 
business meeting to conduct the necessary business af¬ 
fairs of the cooperative, and we will conclude the 
meeting with Daryle Stonier as our guest speaker. Ad¬ 
ditional information on Mr. Stonier is included 
elsewhere in this section. His presentation has been 
well received by many annual meeting groups, and I 
believe you will also enjoy him. 

From past experience, the most effective method of 
getting word to the members about the annual meeting 
is for those reading this announcement to tell others 
about the meeting. Please help us out and remind your 
friends and neighbors about the annual meeting. Bet¬ 
ter yet, bring them with you and let’s have a big tur¬ 
nout for our 50th Anniversary. This is your opportunity 
to participate in the operation of your cooperative, and 
we promise to keep the meeting short and get you 
home at a reasonably early hour. 

Raymond C. Mulholland, President 
Board of Directors 

Official Notice 

Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative 
Association 

50th Annual Meeting 
July 28, 1988 7:30 p.m. 

American Legion Hall 
South Chester Street 

Steeleville, Illinois 
Action will be taken on the following matters: 
1. Report on the number of members present, 

in order to determine the existence of a 
quorum. 

2. Reading of the notice of the meeting and 
proof of the due publication or mailing 
thereof, or the waiver or waivers of notice 
of the meeting as the case may be. 

3. Reading of unapproved minutes of previous 
meeting of the members and the taking of 
necessary action thereon. 

4. Presentation and consideration of reports 
of officers, directors and committees. 

5. Election of board members. 
6. Unfinished business. 
7. New business. 
8. Adjournment. 

John E. Steele, Secretary 
Board of Directors 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
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Minutes of the Nominating Committee 
The Nominating Committee, in compliance with the 

by-laws of the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion, met in Steeleville, Illinois, in the office of the 
Cooperative, on June 7, 1988, at 8 p.m., to nominate 
candidates for the office of director of the Cooperative 
to serve for a three-year term and to be voted upon by 
the membership of the Cooperative in its annual 
meeting to be held on July 28, 1988, in the Steeleville 
American Legion Hall. 

Attorney Paul H. Nehrt opened the meeting by 
stating that the purpose of the Nominating Commit¬ 
tee is to nominate candidates for the office of director 
of the Cooperative and that the terms of Mr. Hubert 
Chapman, Mr. Dale Smith, and Mr. John Steele were 
expiring this year. 

A roll call of the members of the Nominating Com¬ 
mittee was taken, and all members were present. 

Attorney Nehrt stated that the first order of business 
would be to select a chairman and a secretary of the 
meeting. 

Mr. Richard Winter was duly selected as chairman 
of the Committee, and Mr. Paul H. Nehrt was selected 
as secretary of the meeting. 

The chairman requested the secretary to read the 

minutes of the last year’s Nominating Committee 
meeting. 

The chairman instructed the Committee that three 
or more nominations could be made by the Commit¬ 
tee and placed on the ballot. Following a discussion on 
this, it was unanimously agreed to nominate three 
candidates. 

Mr. Dietz nominated Mr. Hubert Chapman, Mr. 
Bunselmeyer nominated Mr. Dale Smith, and Mr. 
Priebe nominated Mr. John Steele for the office of 
director of the Cooperative. Mr. Schrader moved that 
the nominations be closed and that they be nominated 
by acclamation. The motion was seconded by Mr. Paul, 
and was unanimously carried, and that their names be 
placed on the ballot to be voted upon at the annual 
meeting of the members on July 28, 1988. 

There being no further business, motion was duly 
made and seconded that the meeting be adjourned. 
Motion carried. 

Richard D. Winter, Chairman 
Homer Bunselmeyer Mike Peterman 
Lawrence Dietz Alfred Stellhorn 
Bill Kuhnert Melvin Paul 
Leonard Priebe William Schrader 

Daryle Stonier is guest 
speaker at annual meeting 

Daryle Stonier is a native of Mar¬ 
shall County, where he returned to 
farm after 1 Ya years of college and 4 
years in the U.S. Navy. He and his wife, 
Betty, now farm 760 acres in Marshall 
and Woodford counties. They are the 
parents of two sons and a daughter. He 
has served as director and president of 
his local school board, director of the 
Benson Farmers Co-op Association, 

and director and president of the Marshall-Putnam 
Farm Bureau. Daryle is a member of the Pattonsburg 
Christian Church, where he has served as Sunday 
School superintendent and chairman of the church 
board. He currently serves as elder and trustee and 
teaches an adult Sunday School class. He is a director 
of the Illinois Agricultural Auditing Association and 
a director and vice chairman of the board of directors 
of GROWMARK, Inc. 

Annual meeting registration 
instructions: last name please 

The membership will be divided alphabetically, 
by the last name. There will be two lines immediate¬ 
ly inside the entrance doors for registering 
members. Be sure that you get in the correct line, 
as it speeds up registering and keeps the line mov¬ 
ing. Members must be registered by 7:30 p.m. to 
qualify for the “early bird” prizes. Registration will 
begin as early as 6 p.m. 

Entrance to the hall will be through the double 
doors on the south side, from the walkway between 
the Legion Hall and the new bowling alley 
building. Access to this walkway is from the front 
parking lot towards the bowling alley, or from the 
west parking lot behind the ball diamond. These 
entrances will be clearly marked, and Cooperative 
employees will be located around the area to help 
direct you to the meeting. The club room doors will 
be locked, so there will be no entering from the 
club room. 

50th Anniversary prize — 19-inch portable color television 
Early Bird Prize Annual Meeting Grand Prizes Free Gift 

10 Credits for $20 Two $100 Credits 
on Electric Bills on Electric Bills 

Oil Lamp to 
Each Registered Member 

Drawing for Attendance Prizes — (Must be present to win prizes) 
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Your directors 

Hubert 
Chapman 

Chapman 

Hubert Chapman was appointed to the Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative board of directors in November 1978 to fill the unex¬ 
pired term of Frank Jacquot of Desoto. He served a one-year term 
as vice president beginning in 1981 and was elected president in 
1982, for two years. He currently is on the building committee. Before 
becoming a director, he served on the cooperative nominating 
committee. 

Chapman is a native of Carbondale, where he was born on March 
9,1929, within two miles of his present home. He attended Pleasant 
Hill Grade School, University High School and Southern Illinois 
University. He served in the Air Weather Service of the United States 
Air Force from 1951 to 1955. 

Upon completion of his military service, Chapman worked for six 
years as a car inspector for Illinois Central Railroad. He obtained 
a real estate broker’s license in 1962 and had an office at 420 E. Main 
Street, Carbondale, for six years. Since 1958 he has owned mobile 
home parks, rental apartments, farm rental property and has main¬ 
tained his real estate brokerage. From 1960 to 1964 he served on 
the Jackson County Board of Various Committees. His office present¬ 
ly is located at Wildwood Trailer Park on Giant City Road, southeast 
of Carbondale. 

He completed the Dale Carnegie course in 1982 and the Missouri 
Auction School in 1986. Chapman completed the Basic Management 
Course for Directors given by the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association in 1987. He has been a member of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives board in Springfield since 1986. He 
is an active member of Our Savior Lutheran Church of Carbondale, 
where he currently serves on the board of elders. 

Chapman married Charlotte M. Skuta in West Frankfort on July 
15, 1957. They have three children: Gail, who married Michael Peter¬ 
man who is business with Chapman, and who are parents of one- 
year-old twins, Jenna and Justin; Scott Chapman, a son who is in 
business with his father, who with his wife, Deborah, has a one-month- 
old daughter, Jessica; and Bryan Chapman, a son who will receive 
a degree in finance and marketing from Southern Illinois University- 
Carbondale in December. 

In addition to hobbies that include beekeeping and auctioneer¬ 
ing, Chapman and his wife enjoy frequent vacation trips. 

From the 
Managers Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

ANNUAL MEETING 
As you can see from the official notice in this sec¬ 

tion, the cooperative’s 50th annual meeting will be held 
on Thursday, July 28, 1988, at the American Legion 
Meeting Hall in Steeleville. I want to take this oppor¬ 
tunity to personally invite you to the meeting to help 
us celebrate the cooperative’s 50th birthday. For those 

of you who may not have attended an annual meeting 
during the last five years, I do want to assure you that 
the meeting hall is air-conditioned and is quite com¬ 
fortable and well suited for a meeting of our size. As 
I have done for the five years that I have been your 
manager, I will also assure you that the business 
meeting will be held to the minimum required to con¬ 
duct the business affairs of the cooperative. 

We have scheduled a guest speaker again and 
background information on him is also included in this 
section. I have not heard him speak, but he has ap¬ 
peared at one of the larger electric cooperatives 
upstate, and by popular request they have invited him 
back for their next year’s annual meeting, so I think 
you will enjoy him. We will have our usual assortments 
of gifts and electric credits to be given away, so why 
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not mark your calendars and plan to spend the even¬ 
ing with us? 

FLOAT 
Those of you who might have attended the Steeleville 

Fourth of July parade saw that we had an entry in this 
year’s parade. In trying to come up with something 
special to do to mark the 50th anniversary, we decid¬ 
ed on building a float, and I personally think that it 
came out rather well. This was strictly an employee 
design and effort and it was an attempt to convey a 
“then” and “now” theme. I am sure that for many of 
you some of the items on the float were standard equip¬ 
ment for you before the cooperative brought electrici¬ 
ty to your area. I can not remember that we ever had 
a wooden washing machine, but I do remember a lady 
or two in my little home town having them before the 
electric cooperative began providing electricity in 1948. 

I suppose they were better than a washboard, but they 
were a far cry from the automatic washing machines 
of today. I’ll bet if my two older sons had to foot pump 
the washing machine every day, they wouldn’t be 
washing their jeans every time they wear them for a 
few hours. Of course, back in the days of wooden 
washing machines without motors, most of us didn’t 
have enough jeans to have four or five pairs in the wash 
at one time, and we didn’t worry about getting them 
to shrink so that they fit skin tight. 

We plan to put the float in other parades in other 
towns in the cooperative’s service area, so more of the 
members will get to see it. It is our way of drawing at¬ 
tention to what the cooperative has accomplished in 
50 years and what the bringing of electricity to the rural 
countryside has meant to the country and to the peo¬ 
ple in particular. 

Your employees 

Dana Bayer 

Dana Bayer, who began work 
for Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association in 
November of 1982, is a 
journeyman lineman for your 
cooperative. 

A resident of Steeleville, Bayer 
and his wife, Diane, have two 
daughters: Dacia, 13, and Devin, 
9. 

Bayer enjoys firearms, hun¬ 
ting, fishing, trapping and walk¬ 
ing in the woods. 

Bayer 

James Grothaus 
James Grothaus, a journeyman 

lineman with Egyptian Electric, 
began work for the cooperative 
in January of 1984. 

Grothaus 

He and his wife, Melinda, who 
works for Charter Bank in Spar¬ 
ta, live in Percy. 

His hobbies include golf, bowl¬ 
ing, hunting and fishing. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you 

have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check 
with your neighbors to see if they 
have power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965- 
3434 or Murphysboro 684-2143. 

AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA - Call 965- 
3437 first. If there is no answer call 
684-2144. 

MURPHYSBORO AREA - Call 
684-2144 first. If there is no answer 
call 965-3437. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, 
and other information requested. 
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From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

ANNUAL MEETING 
This month’s center is devoted primarily to the an¬ 

nual meeting that was held on July 28, 1988. This was 
the meeting at which we celebrated the 50th birthday 
of the cooperative and we had the largest attendance 
that we have had for a number of years. We had 318 
members register for the meeting and the total number 
in attendance was probably slightly over 500. The start 
of the meeting was delayed for about 10 minutes in 
order to get everyone registered, but considering the 
size of the crowd, registration went well and everyone 
moved through fairly quickly. 

As I told those in attendance, much is owed to those 
individuals who had the determination and 
perseverance to incorporate the cooperative and pro¬ 
ceed with doing for themselves what the private power 
companies were not willing to do. I was really surpris¬ 
ed and pleased that two of the original incorporators 
of the cooperative were able to attend the meeting and 
we were able to express our appreciation to them. The 
two incorporators that were in attendance were C.E. 
Dietz of DeSoto and Albert Kothe of Bloomington. Mr. 
Kothe made a special trip down from Bloomington to 
attend the meeting and we really appreciated him do¬ 
ing so. One other guest in attendance was Dorothy 
Korando of Chester. Dorothy was the first employee 
of the cooperative and she was hired in November of 
1938. Her first job was to work on easements that were 
obtained for the new lines that were to be built. 

As I told the crowd, in preparing for the meeting, 
I tried to think of what really described what the bring¬ 
ing of electricity to the rural areas meant and I thought 
about what it meant to my mother. I thought about 
what a typical wash day was for her when I was a boy 
and it surely was not easy. Our well was across the 
street, so the first order of business was to pump the 
water and carry it across the street and put it on the 
kitchen range to heat. A kitchen range, as many of you 
know, was a wonderful heating device for the kitchen 
in the winter time, but it practically made the kitchen 

unbearable in the hot, summer weather. After the water 
was heated, it had to be dumped in the washing 
machine and then carried outside after the wash was 
over. Part of the washing process was having the rinse 
tub behind the washing machine and running the wash 
through the wringer to get out the excess water. The 
dryer was, of course, the clothes line, and even though 
we lived in North Dakota, my mother would hang out 
wash on the nicer winter days. I guess the drying prin¬ 
ciple was “freeze dry” because I brought wash in many 
times that was frozen stiff as a board, but it did lose 
some of the moisture. All in all, it involved a lot of work 
and was typical of most of the tasks that my mother 
had to do. 

What a difference the coming of electricity made and 
I guess the thought that stuck in my mind was the 
theme of the skit that was preformed at Winkleman’s 
Grove when they had the gathering to celebrate the set¬ 
ting of the first pole. The skit was entitled “Good-bye 
Drudgery” and I think that pretty well sums up what 
the Rural Electrification program meant to millions of 
farm families across the country. Not only did it ease 
the housewives work, but it eliminated a lot of hand 
work for the farmer and made him more productive. 
Besides ending a lot of the drudgery, it had the effect 
of raising the standard of living of millions of rural 
people. 

For us, the coming of electricity meant running water 
and that wonderful thing called indoor plumbing. 
When I was a boy, half of the bathroom was in front 
of the kitchen range where we took a bath in the old 
round galvanized tub every Saturday night and you 
shared the water. The other half of the bathroom was 
out back and as I tell people who are not personally 
acquainted with that type of lifestyle and North Dakota, 
you have not lived until you have to put on your coat 
and go out in below zero weather to go to the 
bathroom. Once you got the frost brushed off the seat 
and got everything warmed up, it was tolerable but it 
certainly was a far cry from what we take for granted 
today. They might have been the “good old days” that 
people tend to remember with fondness, but a lot of 
it was not that good and most people would not care 
to relive it. 

I again want to express my appreciation to all of you 
that attended the meeting. For those of us that put the 
meeting together, it is gratifying to have a good turn- 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Members of Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association (EECA), 
celebrated their co-op’s 50th birth¬ 
day July 28 at the American Legion 
Hall in Steeleville. Some 500 
members and guests turned out, 
making the event a standing-room- 
only occasion, and C.E. Dietz and 
Albert Kothe, both founding direc¬ 
tors of the member-owned utility, 
came. Kothe had driven down from 
Bloomington to attend the 
festivities. Dorothy Korando, Egyp¬ 
tian’s first full-time employee, at¬ 
tended too, and those attending the 
meeting were treated to a 50th bir¬ 
thday cake and punch. 

It seemed a trifle ironic to some, 

but each member who registered 
was presented with a kerosene lamp 
— one of the more detested 
household necessities in the days 
before EECA electrified the 
countryside. 

A promise of stable rates for at 
least the next year was also a “bir¬ 
thday” present for co-op members, 
and one, Kenneth Mohr of Pin- 
ckneyville, took home a color TV, 
the golden anniversary grand prize. 

Harry Kuhn, manager, said, “The 
year 1987 turned out to be a record 
one for Egyptian Electric in terms 
of total kilowatt-hour sales, revenue 
and operating margins. We sold 
173,150,055 kwh last year, or 

5,298,434 more than in 1986. 
“That represents an increase of 

about 3.1 percent in sales,” he con¬ 
tinued, “and is the largest increase 
in the last six years.” 

He added that while the co-op is 
serving more members than before, 
most of the load growth could pro¬ 
bably be attributed to weather- 
related usage. 

Raymond Mulholland of Marissa, 
president, noted that the year had 
been a good one for Southern Il¬ 
linois Power Co-operative (SIPC), 
the generation and transmission 
cooperative owned by Egyptian and 
two other southern Illinois electric 
co-ops. 

50th birthday celebration 
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“SIPC was again able to market 
some of its surplus capacity and 
take advantage of some cheaper 
coal prices on the spot coal market,” 
he said, “and the outside sales and 
cheaper coal prices enabled them to 
keep costs down, and we’ve been 
able to pass the savings on to you, 
our members, in the form of stable 
rates.” 

He noted that a tentative sugges¬ 
tion, mentioned last year, that 
EECA might offer a descrambled 
satellite TV signals package, had 
been tabled, but that a nearby 
telephone cooperative would offer 
the service. “We felt that it would be 
better if a few cooperatives offer the 
service, rather than having many in¬ 
volved in a small way,” he said. 

Secretary-treasurer John E. Steele 

of Campbell Hill reported that the 
cooperative had revenues of $12.2 
million, up from last year’s $11.9 
million. Almost $8.1 million of that 
went to buy power from SIPC, he 
noted, adding, “Last year we paid 
out $102,544 in taxes.” 

The board met after the meeting 
to reorganize and elected W. Dean 
Bame of Ava president and Kevin 
Liefer of Red Bud vice president, 
and reelected Steele secretary- 
treasurer. 

The registration tables stayed busy, giving out lamps and registration 
booklets, which included a brief co-op history. 

Co-op pioneers turned out for the 50th anniversary. Albert Kothe, left, 
and C.E. Dietz, founding directors, attended, and so did Dorothy Koran- 
do, the co-op's first employee. 

Three area men were reelected to the board of directors of Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association at the 
organization's 50th annual meeting. The three are pictured with Harry W. Kuhn, manager. From left are Kuhn, 
Dale A. Smith of Cutler, John E. Steele of Carbondale and Hubert L. Chapman of Carbondale. 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
out and hopefully you will come back next year. For 
those of you that have not attended an annual meeting, 
I would encourage you to try to make next year’s 
meeting. It will be awhile before we celebrate another 
50-year milestone, but we would like to see you at the 
meeting anyway. 

RATES 
As we announced at the annual meeting, there will 

again be no rate increase this year. The current rates 
will remain in effect until at least October 1989. Due 
to some load growth and the fact that Southern Illinois 
Power Co-operative has had another successful year in 
marketing surplus power out of the generating station, 
we believe that current rates will generate sufficient 
revenue for another year. We do not know, except on 
a month-to-month basis, as to what the power 
marketing situation will be and what the price of spot 
market coal will be, but as long as the present favorable 
situation continues, we are going to hold the line on 
rates. As I told the annual meeting audience, it has been 
my good fortune as manager to be able to tell them 
at five out of six annual meetings that there will be no 
rate increase. The one increase I did announce 
amounted to less than 3 percent as an overall average, 
so your cooperative is doing quite well and you are 
benefiting from it. 

ENERGY GRANT PROGRAM 
Last year the cooperative was able to process energy 

conservation grants in the amount of approximately 

$77,000. This money went to the qualifying members 
in the form of a grant and was for the purpose of mak¬ 
ing improvements to their home for heating and cool¬ 
ing systems that would result in energy savings. In order 
to qualify for a grant, the member had to meet certain 
income guidelines and the energy savings had to be suf¬ 
ficient to equal the amount of the grant over a 10 year 
period. This money was available because of a law that 
was passed that set aside certain funds out of the oil 
overcharge fund for members of electric cooperatives. 
It is not tax money and has no effect on the finances 
of the state. It appears that we will have at least $85,000 
to distribute this year and it may be as much as 
$130,000, so if you have a home improvement project 
that will improve energy efficiency, give us a call and 
we will take a look at it and see if you qualify. 

We will do an energy audit of your house at no cost 
to you, so you really have nothing to lose. I do want 
to stress again that these grants are for energy conser¬ 
vation projects and they are not for the purpose of 
helping to pay electric bills. The aim of the grant to 
help you save energy and thus cut down on the amount 
you have to pay to heat and cool. 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed Monday, September 

5, in observance of Labor Day. 

Satellite TV 
channels added 

The Rural TV package of satellite television 
programming has been expanded to include six 
major programmers in addition to the wide varie¬ 
ty of programs available previously. The National 
Rural Telecommunications Cooperative has sign¬ 
ed HBO, Cinemax, The Disney Channel, Nickelo¬ 
deon, Netlink USA and The Nashville Channel 
and has added these channels to the list of satellite 
television programs available to subscribers. 

The Egyptian Electric board has arranged for 
a nearby telephone cooperative to provide the 

Rural TV service to Egyptian members. Hamilton 
County Telephone Cooperative of Dahlgren has 
many years of experience with satellite television 
and is capable to taking care of members’ hard¬ 
ware needs as well as subscriptions to Rural TV. 

If you have a satellite dish receiver and want 
to find out more about Rural TV, contact 
Hamilton County Telephone Cooperative collect 
at 1-618-736-2211. If you do not have a receiver 
dish, Hamilton County Telephone has hardware 
for sale at reasonable prices. 

There is an article on page 14 of this month’s 
magazine that explains more about the new 
channels. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you 

have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check 
with your neighbors to see if they 
have power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965- 
3434 or Murphysboro 684-2143. 

AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA - Call 965- 

3437 first. If there is no answer call 
684-2144. 

MURPHYSBORO AREA - Call 
684-2144 first. If there is no answer 
call 965-3437. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 

5. Please give the person who answers 
the member’s name as it is billed, 
and other information requested. 
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Egyptian 
Messenger 
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with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

From the 
Manager^ Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

As I write this column, we have finally had a break 
in the summer heat wave, and the electric meters are 
slowing down somewhat. As occurred most everyplace 
else this year, this has been a record-breaking summer 
for electrical energy production in this area. Our 
generating station at Lake of Egypt set an all-time high 
for peak demand for the three member cooperatives 
on August 15 and matched it again on the 17th. Prior 
to this year, the highest peak for the three member 
cooperatives was 166,000 kw and that occurred in 
January of 1986. The summer peak this year hit a new 
high of 175,000 kw and that is approximately 5.4 per¬ 
cent above the previous high. As far as this cooperative 
is concerned, we hit a new summer high of 46,895 kw 
as compared to a summer high of 45,000 kw set last 
year. Our all-time high is 52,000 kw that was reached 
several winters ago and, because of our electrical 
heating load, I expect that we will continue to be a 
winter-peaking system for quite some time. 

We did experience some minor problems with the 
heat, but overall the system withstood the high 
temperatures and high energy demand without any ma¬ 
jor outages. As might be expected, the many weeks of 
high temperatures did stress the system and we had 
some fuses fail and a few hot line clamps burn off, but 
not many members were affected at any given time. We 
lost only a handful of transformers due to the heat and 
overloading, so we believe that for the most part our 
distribution transformers are sized properly for the 
members’ load. 

As you might expect with the high temperatures, 
electrical bills are up this summer and some of you 
might have been a little surprised as to how much 
energy you used during the last couple of months. As 
I have mentioned previously, I do have a separate 
meter on my heat pump and I can tell how much I us¬ 
ed for air conditioning only. I did not read the meter 
earlier, but I did read it on July 20 and again on August 
20 and during that period we used 1,230 kwhs to cool 

our house. Had I been on the cooperative’s lines, it 
would have cost me $61.50 plus tax to cool the house 
for a month. Considering how hot it was during that 
period, I personally feel that it was a bargain when you 
consider what we spend for other things that are not 
nearly essential to our well being as a good night’s 
sleep. 

When I read the meter in July, I noticed that I had 
read it last July on the 6th, so I made a couple of calcula¬ 
tions and determined that from July 6, 1987, to July 
20, 1988, the heating and cooling system in our house 
used 7,116 kwhs. That figures out to be about $30 a 
month to heat and cool based on the cooperative’s final 
block price of 5 cents per kwh, which certainly is 
reasonable. I sure would not want to mess with cutting 
wood for heating for that amount of money. Although 
we only used that amount for heating and cooling, our 
monthly bills were much higher than that, and had I 
not installed separate meters, I would have probably 
blamed the high bills on the heating and cooling 
system, as most of us tend to do. 

RURAL TV 
I would again like to call your attention to the fact 

that descrambled TV programming is now available for 
those of you who have satellite dishes. Hamilton Coun¬ 
ty Telephone Cooperative is making the service 
available to our members. Elsewhere in this center sec¬ 
tion you will find a list of the programming they now 
offer, as well as the pricing for the programming. As 
I mentioned last month, they are now able to offer 
HBO, Cinemax and Disney. The prices are very com¬ 
petitive to what is offered by other suppliers and to 
the services offered by cable companies providing ser¬ 
vices to towns and cities. While they will probably con¬ 
tinue to add other programming from time to time, 
what they now have available ought to meet the view¬ 
ing needs of almost everyone. 

I have been asked, on occasion, as to why someone 
should purchase the programming through a 
cooperative when other suppliers also offer the same 
services and I would offer two reasons. Number one, 
you are dealing with what is basically a local company 
and is one that you know and trust. Secondly, you can 
purchase the programming on a monthly basis and do 
not have to pay for a year at a time. Also, all of your 
programming can be purchased from a single supplier, 

as opposed to buying individual programs from dif- 
(Continued on page 14b) 
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(Continued from page 14a) 
ferent suppliers. 

Hamilton County is a full-service supplier in that 
they sell dishes and descramblers and will install them 
for you. They also offer financing to qualified buyers. 

They will accept collect calls, so it will not cost you 
anything to make an inquiry, order the service or call 
in later if there should be a problem. So, if you have 
been thinking about getting a dish or already have one, 
give them a call and see what they have to offer. 

Your directors 

Archie 
Hamilton 

Hamilton 

Archie Hamilton was first elected to the Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative board of directors in August 1969 and has just com¬ 
pleted 19 years as a trustee. 

Hamilton is a native of Cora and attended grade school in An¬ 
tioch. He went to high school in Chester. The Hamiltons moved to 
Ava several years ago to get to higher ground, since the river bot¬ 
tom area around Cora was prone to flooding. 

He is a lifelong area resident, except for a two-year stint in the 
Army just after World War II. He served in Germany. 

Hamilton started farming right out of high school, and, except 
for his military time, has been at it ever since. The Hamiltons have 
a grain and livestock operation. 

He has served 10 years on the Jackson County Farm Bureau board, 
spent 24 years on the Mississippi Valley School Board, and has held 
several offices in the Christ Lutheran Church, and is presently vice 
president of its board. He is also active in the Southwest Angus 
Association, of which he is past president. 

He was elected vice president of the EECA board in April 1983 
and held that position for two years before becoming president, an 
office he also held for two years. 

Hamilton has been a director of Southern Illinois Power Co¬ 
operative, Marion, since November 1977. He has served as secretary- 
treasurer, vice president and president. He is alternate director on 
the board of directors of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC), Springfield. He has taken several director 
courses given by the National Rural Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion (NRECA), and is nearing completion of NRECA’s director cer¬ 
tification course. 

Hamilton married Eileen Heins in Jacob on May 10, 1947. They 
have three sons: Kenneth, who lives in Steeleville and works in truck 
maintenance and helps work the family farm; Glenn lives in Sesser 
and works at the Fidelity Coal Mine in DuQuoin, where he is assis¬ 
tant mine reclamation supervisor; and Donald, who lives in Ava. He 
farms and shows thoroughbred cattle. 

Hamilton raises bird dogs and is an avid quail hunter and, if given 
a chance, will hunt ducks or pheasant, too. He goes deer hunting 
every year, and recentiy tried turkey hunting. He likes to fish in his 
catfish pond. 

Billing packets 
As we do every year, we will be mailing new 

billing packets in early October to those members 
who read their own meters. If this year is typical, 
we will have a number of those packets returned 
by the post office because of incorrect addresses, 
so please take a few minutes to compare the ad¬ 

dress we show for you to the address given you 
by your local post office. If they are not exactly 
the same, please let us know so we can make the 
changes before the packets are mailed. It will save 
us time and money and will assure you that your 
packet is delivered on time. 
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Your employees 

Bryce Cramer 
Bryce Cramer, who began 

work for Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association in 
November 1980, is district office 
manager for your cooperative. 
He heads up the operations of 
the Murphysboro office. 

A Murphysboro resident, 
Cramer and his wife, Jan, have a 
son, Shawn, who’s 9. 

Cramer enjoys church work, 
coaching little league baseball, 
woodworking, bowling, fishing 
and hunting. 

Cramer 

Roger Stuva 
Roger Stuva, a journeyman 

lineman for Egyptian Electric, 
began work in April 1985. 

He and his wife, Liz, live in 
Murphysboro with their two 

Stuva 

daughters. Angie is 11, and Jen¬ 
nifer is 3 months old. 

In his free time, Roger enjoys 
golfing, hunting, fishing, trail 
riding on three wheelers and 
“mudding” in his Jeep 4x4. 

Energy grants available again 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative members who would 

like to make some home weatherization improvements 
this year or replace a heating system might get some 
help from the State of Illinois. 

The Illinois Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources (ENR) is making available grants of up to 
$1,500 for qualifying members. This is the second year 
that funding is being provided for projects meant to 
result in long-term home energy savings. The Illinois 
General Assembly this spring allocated approximate¬ 
ly $2.5 million for the program. 

INCOME GUIDELINES 
A grant of up to $1,500 is available to any electric 

cooperative member whose household income is 80 
percent or less of the cooperative service area’s median 
income. This is a total grant, without any matching 
funds required by the applicant. 

For members whose household income is 80 to 120 
percent of the area’s median income, a grant of up to 
$1,000 is available. This is a 50 percent matching grant. 
The consumer-member pays 50 percent of the project’s 
cost. 

QUALIFYING PROJECTS 
This year, the list of projects eligible for funding 

under the program has been changed. On some items, 
there is a dollar limit on the amount of subsidy 
available. In no case is the subsidy offered for more 
than the cost of the work, or $1,500. 

• Insulation projects for walls, ceilings, attics, foun¬ 
dations, crawlspaces, floors, basements walls or ceiling, 
water pipes, air ducts, underpinning, and mobile home 
undercarriages are eligible. 

• Water-saving shower heads are eligible. 
• New, energy-efficient, water heaters (must meet 

ASHRAE 90 Standards as required by Illinois law) are 
eligible. 

• Water heater jackets (blankets) are eligible. 
• Set-back thermostats are eligible. 
• Central air conditioners with a SEER greater than 

10.0 (or room air conditioners with an EER greater 
than 8.6) are eligible only for medical reasons. A 
medical doctor’s certification is required. 

• Water and ground source heat pumps with a SEER 
rating of greater than 8.6 are eligible. NOTE: Maximum 

grant is $1,000 for these types of systems. 
• Electric heat pumps with SEER ratings of greater 

than 8.6 are eligible. 
• Furnace load management systems and furnace 

efficiency modifications are eligible. 

• Furnace flue modifications and electronic igni¬ 
tion systems are eligible. 

• Furnaces with an AFUE rating of 90 or better are 
eligible. Under certain circumstances, and with prior 
approval for ENR, other heating systems with lower 
ratings may be eligible. Call ENR for details. 

• Storm doors and thermal doors are eligible for 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/September 1988 14c 



a grant of up to $150 maximum per entrance. 
• Storm windows and thermal replacement win¬ 

dows are eligible for a grant of up to $150 maximum 
per entire window unit. 

• Caulking and weatherstripping are eligible. 
• Energy-saving fluorescent lighting is eligible. 
All projects must demonstrate a 10-year payback to 

the member in energy savings, as determined by an 
energy audit. 

Contact Egyptian Electric Cooperative or ENR if you 
are interested in applying for a rural home energy 
grant. Before being considered for the grant, par¬ 
ticipants must have an energy audit completed on their 
home and have a written bid from at least two contrac¬ 
tors for proposed projects. These bids must contain 

model numbers and efficiency ratings for heating 
systems and cost estimates. 

Once the application gets approval, a check is 
prepared payable to the consumer-member and the 
Cooperative. The Cooperative then endorses the check 
and presents it to the member for payment. ENR has 
the right to inspect the completed work, and each ap¬ 
proved applicant must also certify to ENR that the in¬ 
stallation of materials or equipment funded through 
the grant program is complete. 

For more information, contact Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative at (618) 965-3434 or the Illinois Depart¬ 
ment of Energy and Natural Resources at (217) 
785-2800. 

HAMILTON COUNTY TELEPHONE CO-OP 

HIGHWAY 142 EAST DAHLGREN. IL 62828 

TELEPHONE 736-2211/643-5110 

BASIC SERVICES 

#1 -RTV WGN Gl-03 

$9.50 WPDC F4-19 

KTVT F4-03 

TNN Gl-02 

CNN Gl-07 

Headline News Gl-08 

ESPN Gl-09 

CBN Gl-11 

USA-E Gl-21 

USA-W F3-10 

Weather Channel G3-13 

Lifetime - E F3-17 

Lifetime - W G3-20 

Nichelodeon - E G3-19 

Nickelodeon - W G3-22 

Country Music TV Gl-13 

Nostalgia Chnl. F4-21 

Learning Chnl. F3-02 

Travel Chnl. F3-16 

PREMIUM SERVICES 

A-PT24 WABC - New York F2-04 
$4.00 WBBM - Chicago F2-02 

WXIA - Atlanta F2-12 

B-SELTV Selectv Sl-09 
$9.95 Selectv S2-09 

C-WTBS Superstation TBS Gl-18 
$1.70 

F - SKYLINE WWOR - New York Gl-15 

$3.00 KTLA - Los Angeles F4-16 
WSBK - Boston F4-17 

G-HBO HBO - East Gl-23 

$7.95 HBO - West Gl-01 

H-CINEMAX Cinemax East Gl-19 
$7.95 Cinemax - West F3-23 

I-DISNEY Disney East Gl-04 
$7.95 Disney West Gl-24 

J - NETLINK KDVR - Denver Fl-20 
$5.95 KWGN - Denver Fl-14 

KRMA - Denver Fl-12 

K- KUSA - Denver Fl-02 

L- KCNC - Denver Fl-04 

#2 - RTV H - RTV Minus ESPN 
$9.00 M - KMGH - Denver Fl-06 

#3 - RTV + - RTV Plus KDVR, KWGN & 
$14.50 KRMA Denver 

0 - SEN Station Entertainment 
$9.95 Network T3-19 

#4 - RTV + II — RTV + Minus ESPN Any 2 Combination of G-H-I $14.95 
$14.00 All 3 Combination of G-H-I $20.95 
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with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

From the 
Manager^ Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

BILLING PACKETS 
As I write this column, our plans are to mail the bill¬ 

ing packets to the self-billed members on October 6. 
Therefore, if you are on self-billing and have not receiv¬ 
ed a billing packet by the time you are reading this, 
please contact one of our offices. We like to think that 
we have everyone’s correct address, but every year we 
find that such is not the case and the post office simp¬ 
ly will not deliver the packets if the address is not en¬ 
tirely correct. As I mentioned last month, there will 
again be no rate increase and the rate charts are iden¬ 
tical to those that have been utilized for the past several 
years. As you start using the new packets, please make 
sure you transfer your last meter reading over to the 
new packet before throwing the old one away. 

NEW CONSTRUCTION 
While the economy is supposedly still rolling along 

in other parts of the country, we do not see it happen¬ 
ing to that extent in our service area. We tend to gauge 
how well the area is doing by how many new services 
we build each year and, thus far, this year has been a 
down year as compared to last year. Through August, 
we are down about 25 percent in the number of new 
services as compared to last year, and there is little 
likelihood that we will do much catching up during the 
last four months of the year. I do not really know what 
to attribute the drop to other than the fact that people 
do not tend to build new houses when they are unsure 
about their job or business prospects or they are not 
able to sell an existing house. Much new home con¬ 
struction is due to people moving up, and if there is 
not a market for their existing house, they simply can¬ 
not build a new one. In order for there to be a market 
for existing houses, there have to be first-time house 
buyers coming into the market and most of these first¬ 
time buyers tend to be younger families. With the loss 
of manufacturing and mining jobs and the trend to 
service-type jobs that, in many cases, are lower-paying 
jobs, many younger families simply are not able to 
enter the housing market. As a result, new home 

building slumps and our new service construction is 
down. 

DAMAGE CLAIMS 
Probably one of the most difficult situations that I 

get involved in from time-to-time is where a member 
might have damage due to some form of electrical pro¬ 
blem and it really is not due to anyone’s negligence. 
A typical example might be where a neutral connec¬ 
tion might become loose over a period of time with 
a resulting loss of the neutral connection. In such an 
occurrence, the voltage might rise in some circuits in 
a home and drop on other, depending on the load that 
might be on the circuits at any given time. In some in¬ 
stances, this voltage rise might cause some damage to 
appliances. 

If the loose connector is on our side of the meter, 
the member, or his insurance carrier, usually takes the 
position that the cooperative should be liable for the 
damage. Our insurance carrier, on the other hand, 
usually takes the position that since the cooperative was 
not negligent, it has no liability. Most members would 
probably not agree with our insurance carrier’s posi¬ 
tion, but I don’t think it is that unreasonable if you look 
at what the cooperative would face if it tried to 
eliminate all loose connectors. Presently the 
cooperative has 11,000 active meters and each service 
involves a number of connectors, both on our side of 
the meter and the member’s side of the meter. If we 
tried to check every connection on the system every 
few years, we would need a lot more people and that 
is all we would get done. Since we would be checking 
a lot of connectors that will never come loose, the cost 
to find those few that will eventually cause problems 
would far exceed the cost of any damage they might 
cause. Since it is not reasonable, therefore, to 
systematically check all connectors, our reasoning is 
that we should not necessarily be liable for problems 
caused by natural weathering of the system. 

If it is the cooperative’s position that it should not 
be liable, then who should pay? I personally feel that 
it is a matter that should be settled between the 

member’s homeowner’s insurance carrier and our in¬ 
surance carrier. I believe that a homeowner’s insurance 
carrier ought to take care of his damage and then try 
to recover the damages from those parties who they 
believe to be responsible. The dispute ought to be bet¬ 
ween insurance carriers rather than between the 
cooperative and its members. After all, that is the 
reason we all carry insurance in the first place. It is their 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/October 1988 12a 



responsibility to take care of your damage first and 
then worry about who is responsible later. 

In any case where damages are incurred and the 
homeowner’s carrier pays the claim, there is usually the 
matter of the deductible. The matter of deductibles, 
whether it applies to homes or cars, is a risk decision 
that each person makes and usually you are gambling 
a lower premium against the odds of having a loss. I 
personally set my deductibles at a level that I could pay 
without any real difficulty, realizing that I will have to 
pay unless the loss was due to someone else’s 
negligence. 

The other area of dispute in a damage claim involves 
the amount of compensation in the case where an ap¬ 
pliance must be replaced. Most or all insurance carriers 
will depreciate an appliance and will not pay the en¬ 
tire cost of a new replacement. Their reasoning is, and 
I think it has merit, that if a person has had use of an 
appliance for 10 years he has received value for the 
original purchase price and should not expect to 
receive full replacement. It is not unlike the situation 
where you might have an older, low mileage 
automobile that has a number of good years left in it. 
If you are driving down the highway and someone else 
crashes into you and your car is a total loss, his in¬ 

surance carrier will pay you the book value of your car. 
The book value of your older car will not be a fraction 
of the cost of the new car and your car probably was 
worth a lot more to you, but they will only pay what 
a comparable used car is worth, the worth being based 
on the book and not what you feel that it is worth to 
you. While it may not seem fair, the intent is to com¬ 
pensate you for the loss of the remaining life in your 
appliance or car and not for the cost of a new replace¬ 
ment. While the cost of used cars and appliances should 
also reflect inflation, it does not always seem as though 
such is the case and the spread between what your 
damaged equipment and the cost of a new one can be 
considerable. I really don’t have a solution for that pro¬ 
blem, other than when we have a claim where I believe 
that we may have some liability, I try to encourage our 
carrier to be as fair as possible. 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed Friday, 
November 11, in observance of 

Veteran's Day. 

Your directors 
Kevin Liefer of rural Red Bud, the newest member of the Egyp¬ 

tian Electric Cooperative Association board, has a solid background 
in service to the agriculture community. 

A native of Red Bud and graduate of Red Bud High School, Liefer 
joined the Egyptian board in April 1987, replacing Bert Hayer of 
Sparta on the board. 

Liefer is a member of the Randolph County Pork Producers, 
serving the organization now as president after being treasurer for 
four years. He is a Randolph County Farm Bureau board member 
from Evansville township, a member of the Red Bud Rural Fire 
Board, a Randolph County ASCS Committeeman, and a member of 
the Randolph County Corn and Bean Club. 

A member of St. John’s Lutheran Church in Red Bud, Liefer is 

active in the church men’s club. He is married to the former Kathy 
Stirnaman, and they have three children: Kirk, Kent and Kara. Kathy 
Leifer is office manager for AgProSer at Baldwin. 

Liefer is a graduate of Belleville Area College with an associate 
of arts degree. For 10 years he managed the Red Bud Equipment 
Company before beginning full-time farming with his parents. They 
grain farm 1,330 acres and have a 100-sow hog operation, finishing 
one-half of their hog production and selling the other half as feeders. 
He lists hobbies as reading, bowling and collecting farm toys and 
caps. 

Liefer, 34, has participated in rural electric director training pro¬ 
grams and was elected vice president of the board in July of this year. 

Kevin 
Liefer 

Liefer 
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Your employees 

Kay Taylor 
Kay Taylor is the newest full¬ 

time employee of Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative. Kay began work 
in June 1987 part-time at the 
Murphysboro office and went 
full-time March 28. She is office 
secretary at Murphysboro. 

She and her husband, Terry, 
live in Carbondale. She lists 
aerobics, tennis, campus ministry 
work and volleyball as her 
hobbies. 

Grant program income guidelines for Egyptian Electric Members 

Taylor 

Tom Ernsting 
Tom Ernsting, who began 

work September 2, 1986, for 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative, 
is an apprentice lineman at 

Ernsting 

the Murphysboro distric 
headquarters. 

Tom and daughter Crystal and 
son Doug live in rural Murphy¬ 
sboro. He enjoys gardening. 

Family Size: 1 2 3 4 5 6 
Total Family Income: $15,713 $17,950 $20,188 $22,438 $23,825 $25,250 

100% Subsidy 
up to $1,500 

Family Size: 

If the applicant’s family income is less than the figure listed above, 
he/she is less than 80% of the median income for this service area. 
Therefore, the family is eligible for a grant up to $1,500 for energy con¬ 
servation measures in their home. The applicant will not be required 
to provide any matching funds. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
$15,712- $17,950- $20,188- $22,438- $23,825- $25,250- 
23,569 26,925 30,281 33,656 35,738 37,875 

50% Subsidy 
up to $1,000 

If the applicant’s family income is between the two figures listed above, 
he/she is eligible for a grant of 50% of the cost of eligible conservation 
measures up to a total of $1,000. 

Weatherization, conservation grants available 
For the second year, home weatherization or energy 

conservation grants of up to $1,500 are available to 
eligible members of Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
through the Illinois Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources. Grant money totalling $2.5 million has been 
allocated across the state for qualified Illinois electric 
cooperative members. 

This money is to help in upgrading or replacing in¬ 
efficient heating systems, installation of insulation, 
weatherstripping storm windows and doors, and a 
number of other weatherization projects. 

The funding is offered through the Rural Home 

Energy Grant Program, which was established by the 
Illinois General Assembly last year. Money was 
generated through penalties assessed by the federal 
government against oil companies for overcharges to 
consumers. 

About $100 million was received by Illinois as its 
share of money returned to individual states. Last year 
the Illinois General Assembly set aside $1.5 million for 
the rural home energy grants. 

The Rural Revival Bill, introduced in 1986, includ¬ 
ed a provision for the Rural Home Energy Program. 
The development of the legislation and final enactment 
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was promoted and assisted by the Association of Illinois 
electric Cooperatives. 

Only eligible consumer-members of an Illinois elec¬ 
tric cooperative may participate in the program. Any 
cooperative member with a household income of 80 
percent or less of the cooperative service area’s median 
income is eligible for a grant of up to $1,500. 

A consumer-member whose household income is 80 
to 120 percent of the area’s median income is eligible 
for a matching grant of up to $1,000. This is a 50 per¬ 
cent matching grant, with the consumer paying the 

other 50 percent of the improvement’s cost. 
Among the projects that qualify for state funding are: 

storm doors and windows, insulation projects, energy 
efficient water heaters, water and ground source heat 
pumps, high efficiency electric heat pumps, furnace 
load management systems, caulking and weatherstrip¬ 
ping, and energy-saving fluorescent lighting. 

All projects must demonstrate a 10-year pay back to 
the member in energy savings. Contact Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric for more information. 

Satellite TV services available 
to members of Egyptian Electric 

HAMILTON COUNTY TELEPHONE CO-OP 

HIGHWAY 142 EAST DAHLGREN. IL 62828 

TELEPHONE 736-2211/643-5110 

BASIC SERVICES 

#1 -RTV WGN Gl-03 

$9.50 WPDC F4-19 

KTVT F4-03 

TNN Gl-02 

CNN Gl-07 

Headline News Gl-08 

ESPN Gl-09 

CBN Gl-11 

USA-E Gl-21 

USA-W F3-10 

Weather Channel G3-13 

Lifetime - E F3-17 

Lifetime - W G3-20 

Nichelodeon - E G3-19 

Nickelodeon - W G3-22 

Country Music TV Gl-13 

Nostalgia Chnl. F4-21 

Learning Chnl. F3-02 

Travel Chnl. F3-16 

PREMIUM SERVICES 

A - PT 24 WABC - New York 
$4.00 WBBM - Chicago 

WXIA - Atlanta 

B - SELTV Selectv 
$9.95 Selectv 

C - WTBS Superstation TBS 
$1.70 

F - SKYLINE WWOR - New York 
$3.00 KTLA - Los Angeles 

WSBK - Boston 

G - HBO HBO - East 
$7.95 HBO - West 

H-CINEMAX Cinemax East 
$7.95 Cinemax - West 

I-DISNEY Disney East 
$7.95 Disney West 

J - NETUNK KDVR - Denver 
$5.95 KWGN - Denver 

KRMA - Denver 

K - KUSA - Denver 

L - KCNC - Denver 

#2 - RTV E - RTV Minus ESPN 
$9.00 M - KMGH - Denver 

#3 - RTV + - RTV Plus KDVR, KWGN & 
$14.50 KRMA Denver 

0 - SEN Station Entertainment 
$9.95 Network 

F2-04 
F2-02 
F2-12 

51- 09 
52- 09 

Gl-18 

Gl-15 
F4-16 
F4-17 

Gl-23 
Gl-01 

Gl-19 

F3-23 

Gl-04 
Gl-24 

Fl-20 
Fl-14 
Fl-12 

Fl-02 

Fl-04 

Fl-06 

T3-19 

#4 - RTV + II — RTV+ Minus ESPN 
$14.00 

Any 2 Combination of G-H-I $14.95 
All 3 Combination of G-H-I $20.95 
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Egyptian 
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ian Mp^cpnnpr nuhlkhpH hw thp Fnvntian^^^^ Electric Coc The Egyptian Messenger, published by the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association, 

with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

From the 
/Manager's Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

As you will note in other sections of this center sec¬ 
tion, your cooperative is becoming involved in two pro¬ 
grams that may benefit the membership. The Crime 
Watch program is simply the cooperative offering the 
eyes and ears of the cooperative’s employees to the 
local sheriffs to assist them in detecting rural crime. 
Our employees are sometimes on roads and in areas 
that are patrolled infrequently and may be out at any 
hours of the day or night. Thus, they may be in a posi¬ 
tion to observe suspicious activities or note vehicles 
that are parked in places that you would not normally 
expect them to be. When our employees come across 
situations such as this, they will report the necessary 
information to the local sheriffs department. In no case 
will our employees become involved in trying to follow 
or apprehend anyone. That is a job for the law enforce¬ 
ment departments and our objective is simply to help 
them detect rural crime or report information that may 
be of assistance in solving a rural crime. We believe 
that anything we can do in this regard will help to make 
the rural areas a safer place to live for our members. 

In conjunction with the crime watch program, we are 
also going to participate in the Gatekeeper program 
that is sponsored by the Illinois Department on Aging. 
Under this program, those employees who come into 
contact with the membership in the course of their 
duties will be given training to help them recognize 
situations where some of our elderly members may 
need assistance. Sometimes an elderly person, who has 
always taken care of himself or herself and has always 
managed his own or her own financial affairs, reaches 
a point where they are not able to do so. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, this can happen when there are no immediate family 
members living close by and no one is really aware that 
such a situation exists. If, through our contact with the 
member, we believe that there may be a problem we 
will make a contact with the Department on Aging and 
they will check to see if that individual needs some 
assistance. I would hope that no one will think that the 
cooperative will somehow be spying on its older 

members or interfering in their personal life, because 
that is absolutely not the intent. We have many 
members who have been members of the cooperative 
and loyal supporters for nearly 50 years, and if they 
reach a point where they may need some assistance, 
we want to make sure that someone is aware that they 
need help. Because all of our members must pay an 
electric bill each month and 75 percent figure their 
own bill, we believe that we may be in a position to 
see the need for assistance before the neighbors or even 
family members would arrive at the same conclusion. 

CUTTING TREES 
We are now in that time of year the firewood cut¬ 

ters get the urge to cut next year’s supply of wood and 
we will most likely have a few trees go through the line. 
These accidents are usually the result of either not 
noticing the power line or underestimating the length 
of the tree. Overestimating one’s ability to drop a tree 
in the desired direction also plays a big part, but it is 
probably rare to find a chain saw owner that will own 
up to the fact that he cannot always fell a tree just where 
he wants it. Dropping trees through power lines can 
create a dangerous situation, so the number one rule 
should be, “When in doubt, don’t drop it.” We will drop 
trees that pose a threat to our lines, so call us and we 
will get it on the ground where you can safely work on 
it. We have the equipment to winch a tree over, if 
necessary, so we can control the fall away from the 
power line. If something should go wrong and we put 
a tree through the line, at least we would have trained 
people on the scene to handle the situation and 
eliminate the danger to the public. 

ENERGY GRANT PROGRAM 
We are well into this year’s energy grant program 

and have made over 100 energy audits to date. We fully 
expect that we will be able to submit enough applica¬ 
tions to the state to encumber the first allotment of 
$80,000 and will be in a position to request the addi¬ 
tional $50,000. In the process of taking applications 
and performing the energy audits to determine if the 
applicants proposed improvements will have a 10-year 
payback in energy savings, we sometimes run into so¬ 
meone who does not agree with the income guidelines 
or the manner in which the energy savings are 
calculated. Since this does happen on occasions, I do 
want to stress that the money is provided to us from 
the State of Illinois out of the oil overcharge fund and 
the State sets all the rules. The State has set the income 
guidelines for qualifying for a grant and has made the 
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determination as to the type of conservation projects 
that will qualify and how the energy savings are to be 
computed. We simply can not deviate from the rules 
if we hope to continue this program. 

This program was set up for low-income members 
of cooperatives to receive grants to improve their 
residences whereby they would save on their energy 
bills. As such, we think it is a pretty good program for 
our members and we are going to do our part to see 
that the program is administered properly and the 
funds continue to be available. Nothing hurts programs 
such as these more than publicity about mismanage¬ 
ment or funds going to people or projects that are not 
eligible and we just do not want that to happen. 
Therefore, if our representative does his calculations 
and determines that your project does not qualify, 
there is no need to get upset with him because he is 
simply doing his job in accordance with the rules, and 

I expect him to do no less. 
If everything goes as planned, by the end of this fiscal 

year we will have been involved in the awarding of 
about $200,000 in grant money to our membership 
over the past two years. Hopefully, that will project to 
more than that amount in energy savings over the next 
10 years and that is going to do a lot of people a lot 
of good. While not everyone can qualify for a grant, 
it is the hope and intent of the program that those who 
received help needed it the most. While you may take 
exception to some of the rules, you can’t really argue 
with the intent. 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed Thursday, November 

24, and Friday, November 25, in observance of 
the Thanksgiving holidays. 

Randolph County Sheriff Ardell 
"Snap” Currat met with 
employees of Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association 
November 1 to kick off the 
cooperative's "Crime Watch" pro¬ 
gram. Following an information 
session at the cooperative's 
Steeleville office, employees plac¬ 
ed "Crime Watch" decals on 
cooperative vehicles. From left are 
Egyptian Electric manager Harry 
Kuhn, serviceman Orville Alms and 
Sheriff Currat. 

Crime Watch, Gatekeeper programs launched 
Egy ptian Electric Cooperative Association has begun 

two programs to help improve rural living. 
Egyptian Electric employees met with southern 

Illinois law enforcement representatives and the State 
of Illinois Department of Aging November 1 to initiate 
the “Crime Watch” and “Gatekeeper” programs. 

Harry Kuhn, Egyptian Electric manager, said the 
cooperative has the interests of area residents in mind 
with both programs. Through the Crime Watch pro¬ 
gram, electric cooperative personnel with radio- 
equipped vehicles will be on the watch for crimes in 
progress, accidents, fires, suspicious persons or other 
emergencies. With the Gatekeeper program, employees 
will be trained to provide support for elderly residents 

of the area — and be able to recognize senior citizens 
who may need assistance and provide them with infor¬ 
mation and referral to local agencies. 

All of Egyptian Electric’s radio-equipped vehicles will 
be clearly marked with special Crime Watch decals. The 
Illinois Electric Cooperative (IEC) Crime Watch pro¬ 
gram has been endorsed by Illinois Sheriffs Associa¬ 
tion, which helped to develop it with Illinois electric 
cooperative representatives. 

Rural crime has been on a steady, if not spectacular 

increase across the country in recent years. An FBI 
report cites a 600 percent increase in rural crime in 
the last 15 years and serious crimes are increasing in 
rural areas 43 percent faster than in urban areas. 

From 1972 to 1980, the number of motor vehicle 
thefts in rural Illinois rose 139 percent, according to 
state crime statistics. The number of motor vehicle 
thefts in rural Illinois rose 139 percent, according to 
state crime statistics. The number of rural robberies 
during that period rose 84 percent, the number of rural 

murders increased by 40 percent and forcible rapes in¬ 
creased by 156 percent. 

The most effective method to combat this crime wave 
is through citizen involvement, according to many 
studies. A report by the Illinois State University depart¬ 
ment of criminal justice sciences notes that “a crime 
prevention program that does not require citizen 
involvement and participation will probably fail.” 

Egyptian has high hopes for the IEC Crime Watch 
program, and the cooperative board of directors and 
employees are pleased that Egyptian Electric is able to 
help the rural community do something about rural 
crime. 

“Cooperative employees routinely travel across the 
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remote areas of the cooperative’s service area doing 
their jobs. We care about our neighbors and our com¬ 
munities, and as cooperative employees we can help 
solve this increasing crime problem by working as the 
‘eyes and ears’ for our local authorities,” Kuhn said. 

Egyptian Electric employees also met with a 
representative of the Illinois Department of Aging and 
learned what to look for in attempting to help area 
senior citizens. The Gatekeeper program is designed 
to educate employees, whose work brings them in con¬ 
tact with the public to help identify elderly citizens who 
may experience problems which could be alleviated by 
existing community services. 

The program was developed five years ago by a 
Washington state utility and a state agency and was 
funded as a federal pilot project before being recom¬ 
mended to other utilities in the nation. 

Kuhn said programs such as the Crime Watch and 
Gatekeeper demonstrate the cooperative’s commit¬ 
ment to our members and other Southern Illinois 
residents. 

Jackson County Sheriff Bill Kilquist (right) met with 
employees of Egyptian Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion to kick off the cooperative's "Crime Watch" pro¬ 
gram. Sheriff Kilquist and Egyptian serviceman Bob 
Poole show where "Crime Watch" decals are placed 
on cooperative vehicles. 

Your directors 

W. Dean 
Bame 

Bame 

W. Dean Bame has been a member of the Egyptian Electric- 
Cooperative Association board of directors since September 25, 1984, 
when he was appointed to fill out the unexpired term of Kenneth 
Saul. He presently serves as president, and was vice president from 
1986 until he assumed the presidency at the last annual meeting. 

He has served as director of the Jackson County Farm Bureau, 
chairman of the Jackson County Cooperative Extension Service, 
associate director of the Jackson County Soil and Water Conserva¬ 
tion District, and 4-H leader. 

Dean is a native of the Ava area, and he lives with his wife, Betty, 
five miles south of Ava, just off Route 151. They own and live on 
the family farm, which at one time was a commercial fruit opera¬ 
tion producing apples and peaches. 

Dean worked on the farm while attending Trico High School and 
Southern Illinois University and joined the Navy in 1952. He serv¬ 
ed on the heavy cruiser U.S.S. Toledo in the Korean War. He rose 
to the rank of gunners mate second class before his discharge in 1956. 

He received the United Nations Service Ribbon, Korean Service 
Medal with two stars, National Defense Medal and the China Ser¬ 
vice Medal. After leaving the Navy, he spent the next 14 years 
operating a dairy farm, and was employed by the soil conservation 
service from 1963-87, when he retired and began grain farming. 

His main hobbies are raising bird dogs, hunting quail and 
pheasants, and jug fishing for catfish on nearby Kincaid Lake dur¬ 

ing the summer. 
He married the former Betty Bower of Ava on August 2, 1952, in 

Las Vegas, Nevada. She has been employed as a salesperson at a 
Murphysboro furniture store for 14 years. 

The Barnes have two children. Kevin, a CPA, lives in Murphysboro 
with his wife, Lyn, and their two children, Alex and Alyssa. Daughter 
Laura lives near Montgomery City, Missouri, with her husband, Fred 
Hagemier, and their son, Jarrett. 
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What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437 first. If there is no answer 
call 684-2144. 

MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144 first. If there is no answer 
call 965-3437. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, and 
other information requested. 

Satellite TV services available 
to members of Egyptian Electric 

HAMILTON COUNTY TELEPHONE CO-OP 

HIGHWAY 142 EAST DAHLGREN. IL 62828 

TELEPHONE 736-2211/643-5110 

BASIC SERVICES 

#1 -RTV WGN Gl-03 

$9.50 WPDC F4-19 

KTVT F4-03 

TNN Gl-02 

CNN Gl-07 

Headline News Gl-08 

ESPN Gl-09 

CBN Gl-11 

USA-E Gl-21 

USA-W F3-10 

Weather Channel G3-13 

Lifetime - E F3-17 

Lifetime - W G3-20 

Nichelodeon - E G3-19 

Nickelodeon - W G3-22 

Country Music TV Gl-13 

Nostalgia Chnl. F4-21 

Learning Chnl. F3-02 

Travel Chnl. F3-16 

#2 - RTV n — RTV Minus ESPN 
$9.00 

PREMIUM SERVICES 

A - PT 24 WABC - New York 
$4.00 WBBM - Chicago 

WXIA - Atlanta 

B - SELTV Selectv 
$9.95 Selectv 

C - WTBS Superstation TBS 
$1.70 

F - SKYLINE WWOR - New York 
$3.00 KTLA - Los Angeles 

WSBK - Boston 

G - HBO HBO - East 
$7.95 HBO - West 

H-CINEMAX Cinemas East 
$7.95 Cinemas - West 

I-DISNEY Disney East 
$7.95 Disney West 

J - NETLINK KDVR - Denver 
$5.95 KWGN - Denver 

KRMA - Denver 

K - KUSA - Denver 

L - KCNC - Denver 

M - KMGH - Denver 

#3 - RTV + — RTV Plus KDVR, KWGN & 
$14.50 KRMA Denver 

O - SEN Starion Entertainment 
$9.95 Network 

F2-04 
F2-02 
F2-12 

51- 09 
52- 09 

Gl-18 

Gl-15 
F4-16 
F4-17 

Gl-23 
Gl-01 

Gl-19 
F3-23 

Gl-04 
Gl-24 

Fl-20 
Fl-14 
Fl-12 

Fl-02 

Fl-04 

Fl-06 

T3-19 

#4-RTV + n — RTV + Minus ESPN Any 2 Combination of G-H-I $14.95 
$14.00 All 3 Combination of G-H-I $20.95 
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From the 
Manager^ Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

While it hardly seems possible, we are again at the 
end of another year and it is time to make plans and 
budgets for the next year. Because of the great impact 
of weather and temperatures on system usage, it is 
always difficult to project sales with a great deal of 
accuracy. This year we are running about 4 percent 
ahead of budget for the first 11 months and I thought 
I was being rather optimistic with my budget estimates, 
so in this business you never want to bet the farm on 
your guesses. I generally try to look at the last five or 
ten years and try to pick usages that reflect middle-of- 
the-road temperatures. I suppose it is like a farmer try¬ 
ing to estimate what his crop yields will be for the next 
year. I would guess that when a farmer makes up his 
farm plan, he doesn’t use record crop yields nor does 
he use the worst yields he has ever produced. He most 
likely uses a figure that is somewhere in between where 
his experience tells him he will be if weather condi¬ 
tions are average. Since a budget is only a guide, it is 
not critical that it be extremely accurate, but it is used 
as a guide in setting rates so we try to project as close 
as possible to avoid a situation where rates might be 
raised unnecessarily. 

Since we are in the Christmas season and will very 
shortly be entering the new year, I do want to take the 
opportunity to personally wish all of you a merry 
Christmas and a happy and prosperous new year. 

YOUTH TO WASHINGTON 
Your board of directors has decided that the 

cooperative would participate in the program to send 
selected youth to Washington, D.C. Elsewhere in this 
section is information on the trip and rules for par¬ 
ticipating in the contest to select youth for the trip. If 
you have a high school junior in your family, I would 
encourage you to read all of the information that is 
presented. 

The cooperative will sponsor two students and will 
pay all expenses for the trip, other than personal spend¬ 
ing money. The winning students will be chosen 
through an essay contest that we hope will be promoted 
by the high schools in our service area. Should a school 

choose to not officially participate by promoting the 
contest in the classroom, a student can still enter the 
contest by directly contacting the cooperative for en¬ 
try forms and other information. The essays that are 
entered in the contest will be separated as to children 
of members and nonmembers of the cooperative and 
a winner will be selected from each category. We want 
as many high schools to participate as possible and 
want as many students as possible involved in the con¬ 
test and learning about cooperatives. We believe that 
this is the best approach. 

What is the benefit to Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
in sending youth to Washington? Well, our primary 
goal, is of course, to get our youth familiar with what 
a cooperative is and why they exist. Not only do they 
learn about cooperatives through the essay process, but 
the winners that go on the trip get additional exposure 
to the cooperative process through our national 
association in Washington, D.C. While the trip does in¬ 
volve sightseeing and visiting with national legislators, 
there is some time devoted to education on 
cooperatives and how they work. Cooperatives that 
have been involved in sponsoring students for a 
number of years have found that a number of students 
that went on the trips have later in life become leaders 
in their communities and some are even in the state 
legislature. They never forget these trips and what they 
learned about cooperatives and we believe that is of 
benefit to all the membership. 

If you have a son or daughter who is a junior in high 
school, I would personally encourage you to have them 
participate in the contest. I sent my oldest son on the 
trip several years ago and paid for the trip myself and 
I feel that it was a worthwhile investment in his educa¬ 
tion. Not only do they get to visit the nation’s capital 
and see many things, but they get to do it with a lot 
of other youths of their own age and that tends to make 
it a fun trip also. If you have a youth that wants to par¬ 
ticipate in the contest, please read the rules carefully 
and make note of the deadlines. In order to make the 
selections within the necessary time period, we will 
have to adhere fairly strictly to the published schedule. 
All judging will be done by people not affiliated in any 
way with the cooperative and will be as impartial as 
we can possibly make it. 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed Monday, December 

26, in observance of Christmas Day, and Monday, 
January 2, in observance of New Year’s Day. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437 first. If there is no answer 
call 684-2144. 

MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144 first. If there is no answer 
call 965-3437. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, and 
other information requested. 

10b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/December 1988 



'Youth to Washington' Contest 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association will sponsor two high school juniors, who write winning 

essays, on an expense-paid bus tour of Washington, D.C.,June 16-23, 1989. 
RULES OF CONTEST 

Eligibility—Any high school junior (11th grade) attending one of the following high schools is eligible 
to enter: Red Bud, Sparta, Chester, Trico, Pinckneyville, Carbondale, Carter Gorham, Murphysboro, 
Elverado, Marissa, Steeleville, and Coulterville—and sons or daughters of EECA members attending 
any other school. 

Members of the immediate families of any director or full-time employee of Egyptian Electric (or 
any other electric cooperative) are not eligible. 

One trip winner will be selected from each of the following categories: 
(a) Students whose parents are member-owners of Egyptian Electric. 
(b) Students whose parents are not member-owners of Egyptian Electric. 
Awards—Two first-place: An all-expense paid eight-day bus tour of Washington, D.C. 
Two second-place and two third-place prizes will also be awarded. 
The eight-day tour will be June 16-23, 1989, and will include approximately 60 essay contest win¬ 

ners from other participating electric cooperatives in Illinois. Chaperones will accompany the tour 
group. 

In addition, the six semi-finalists will receive a one-day trip to Springfield, on April 11, 1989, on 
“Illinois Electric Cooperative Youth Day to Springfield.” 

In the event the first-place winner is unable to make the trip, the first prize will be awarded to 
the second-place winner of that category. 

Subject of essay—Each contestant will write his or her essay on the subject “Cooperatives: Building 
a Better America.” 

Essays should contain information on the cooperative principles and the cooperative’s role in 
American business. 

Essay form—Essays must be typed on 8 Vi x 11-inch paper, double-spaced, one side only, and must 
not exceed 1,000 words. Assistance in editing the essay, i.e., grammar, punctuation, sentence struc¬ 
ture, spelling, etc., is permissible. Contestant’s name must not appear on the essay, only on the of¬ 
ficial entry form that should be attached to the essay. Contestant’s name will be numbered forjudg¬ 
ing purposes. This procedure will maintain judge impartiality. All entries meeting the above re¬ 
quirements will be submitted to the judging panel. Entry forms must include parental/legal guardian 
permission to take the trip if the contestant is declared a winner. 

Resource material—Egyptian Electric will furnish a packet of resource material to each student 
that indicates their desire to participate in the contest. The last day for requesting a resource packet 
is February 20, 1989. 

Contestants may also secure information from other sources. Rural people, extension and farm 
advisors, teachers, electric cooperatives directors and employees, agribusinessmen, magazines and 
newspaper articles are usually good sources of information. 

Contestants may visit their local Cooperative office for additional information. Please call in ad¬ 
vance for an appointment. 

Last day for essays—Essays must be received on or before March 10, 1989, at either office of Egyp¬ 
tian Electric (P.O. Box 38, Steeleville, 62288, or Route 2, Box 171, Murphysboro, 62966). 

Please direct all inquiries about the contest to: 
Bryce Cramer, District Office Manager 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 
Route 2, Box 171 
Murphysboro, IL 62966 
Phone (618) 684-2143 
      

I am interested in the Youth to Washington essay contest. Please send me an official entry form. 

Name    , 
Parent’s Name I I 
Address    I 

City    Zip   | 

Complete and return to Egyptian Electric Cooperative, RR 2 Box 171, Murphysboro, IL 62966 
   ———————— — — —— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —— — — — — — 
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For safety's sake 

The mokt betoJie 
Clwwlwuw 
‘Twos the night before Christmas and all through the house 

Not a light was left burning, the fuse had burned out. 

The stockings were hung by the chimney with care, 

But the wiring was in a sad state of repair. 

The circuits already had been overloaded, 
So when Christmas lights were added, the fuses exploded. 

These folks were aware of a sad wiring condition, 

But still they neglected to call an electrician. 
In order to have lights burning for old Saint Nick 

A penny was put behind the fuse right quick. 
Then off to their beds the whole family hurried. 
The lights were burning so they weren’t worried. 
They lay asleep dreaming of the day ahead. 
While the wiring began to glow a dull red. 
Soon in the night there came such a clatter, 
They jumped from their beds to see what was the matter. 

They peered through the window expecting Santa on high, 
And to their great surprise, they saw sparks in the sky. 
Improper wiring had set the whole house aflame, 

So Christmas for this family would be one of pain. 
The penny which had taken the place of a fuse, 

Is a practice people never should use. 

And big fuses too can be just as bad. 

They take away protection that should be had. 

So as Christmas approaches with the joy it brings, 
Of children and family and of toys and things, 
Make sure of your wiring and do it quick. 

Then instead of a fire you can welcome St. Nick. 
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