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General Manager's Comments by Wm. David Champion, Jr. 

Champion 

Your Cooperative experienced a 
destructive wind, ice and snow storm 
on Monday, December 14, 1987. The 
storm began around 7 p.m. with wind 
gusts up to 50 miles per hour and 
lasted almost 36 hours. 

Due to the severity of this storm, ap¬ 
proximately 6,000 members were 
without electric service at one time. 
Travel was very hazardous due to ice 
covered roads, blowing snow and 
strong winds. 

Both the Cooperative’s and the 
power supplier’s 69,000-volt transmis¬ 
sion lines were damaged. There were 
nine poles and structures down and 
two wire breaks on the transmission 
system. Due to this equipment and 
material damage, 13 substations were 
without electric power at different 
intervals. 

In addition, the Cooperative’s 
7,200-volt distribution system was also 
damaged considerably. There were 
approximately 200 broken poles, 
several hundred wire breaks and 
other equipment damages on the 
system. The Fairbury, Sibley and 
Piper City substation lines were 
damaged more seriously than the 
other substations. 

Approximately 77 hours after the 
raging storm began, repairs were 
made on the last reported outage and 
service had been restored by 1 a.m. on 
Thursday, December 17. There were 
a few additional outages reported the 
following morning and repairs were 
completed without delay. 

Outages were repaired by 40 
linemen who worked in the field for 
periods in excess of 24 hours without 
rest breaks. Office personnel and staff 
members also took phone calls and 
assisted in various ways. 

Again on December 28, the 
Cooperative experienced another 
severe ice storm. Ice build-up on the 
electric lines started to cause electric 

line damage at about 1 a.m. The ice 
thickness (1 1/2-inch diameter in 8A 
CWC wire) was three times the 
engineering distribution line-loading 
limit design required by the electric 
industry. 

During the ice storm, distribution 
line electric service was interrupted 
in the Piper City, Fairbury, Gilman, 
Clifton, Watseka, Papineau, Donovan, 
Woodland and Wellington substa¬ 
tions. There were approximately 
4,000 consumers without electric 
power during the peak period of the 
storm. 

The linemen started repairing the 
damaged lines at 1 a.m., Monday, 
December 28, and worked until 4 a.m. 
Tuesday, December 29, with only a 
four-hour rest period. They continued 
working until 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
December 29, until all members were 
back in service. 

The two storms experienced by the 
Cooperative created a terrible hard¬ 
ship for our members. I would like to 
thank you for your patience and 
understanding during the restoration 
of your service and also for the 
assistance provided in helping us 
locate problem areas. 
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Jean Graham, Ford-lroquois Public Health Department 
nurse, checks the blood pressure of EIEC employee 
Merrily Griffin. Such checks will be available free 
during the annual meeting. 

Dennis Schneider, Paxton police chief, helps his 
grandson, Jacob Gooden, with the children's iden¬ 
tification program that will be available at the annual 
meeting. 

First annual meeting of Eastern lllini 
Electric Cooperative is February 27 

Eastern lllini Electric Coopera- 

ti\e’s first annual meeting will be 

held on Saturday, February 27, 

1988. The meeting will be held at 

the Paxton High School. Registra¬ 

tion will begin at 10 a.m., and the 

business session will begin at 1 pan. 

During the business meeting, 

members will elect the nominating 

committee and consider adopting 
the cooperative’s bylaws. The an¬ 

nual meeting notice that will be 

mailed to all members in February 

will contain a copy of the bylaws. 

KENTUCKY FRIED CHICKEN 
After registering for the meeting, 

we invite you to enjoy a lunch 

catered by Kentucky Fried Chicken. 

CLOWN BAND TO ENTERTAIN 
Cene Trimble’s Clown Band will 

provide entertainment before the 

meeting convenes. Their music is 

exc ellent and costumes are colorful. 

I lie Clowns will create a fun and 

festive atmosphere for all. 

BABY-SITTING AVAILABLE 
If your c hildren are two years or 

older, we will provide a baby-sitting 

serv ic e from 12:45 p.m. to the end 

of the meeting. A puppet show, 

courtesy of the Paxton Library 

Board, and other activities are also 

planned to keep the children 

entertained. 

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS 
AND DIABETES SCREENING 
The Ford-lroquois Health 

Department will provide blood 

pressure checks and diabetes 

screening for any members and 

guests who would like to take advan¬ 

tage of this service. 

CHILDREN’S I.D. PROGRAM 
An identification program will be 

provided for children attending the 

meeting by the Paxton Police 

Department. This is an excellent op¬ 

portunity to have your children 

fingerprinted, their pictures taken 
and identification records 

established. 

BARGAIN CORNER 
A “Bargain Corner” will feature 

extension cords, 130-volt light bulbs 

and small appliances at a reduced 

cost for sale to members. 

DISPLAYS 
Look for displays on marketing 

programs including dual heat, time- 

of-day metering equipment, water 

heaters and timers, security lights 

and video equipment. 

PRIZES 
Two SEPCO 80-gallon water 

heaters and 50 other prizes (home 
and shop electrical appliances) will 

be awarded to lucky members who 

attend the meeting. The only 

stipulation on winning a water 

heater is that it must be installed on 

the cooperative’s lines. 

PLAN NOW 
Mark your, calendar and plan to 

attend the annual meeting of your 

Co-op on Saturday, February 27, 

1988, at Paxton. 

A special puppet show, courtesy of the Paxton Library Board, will be 
presented for children attending the annual meeting. 
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From left are three area high school students, Kristin A. Ikins of Onarga, Shannon W. Marlar of Paxton and 
Candy Redmon of Hoopeston, who were among the 40 outstanding high school students from Illinois touring 
Washington, D.C., last June during the annual "Youth to Washington" tour. At the right is W. Michael Sager, 
tour director for the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. Shannon and Candy participated as winners 
in their electric cooperative's essay contest, while Kristin paid her own way as a "Willie Wiredhand" student. 

Win a trip to Washington, D.C. 
Eastern 111 ini Electric 

Cooperative invites all sophomores 

and juniors in high school to enter 

the 1988 “Youth to Washington” 

Essay Contest. 
Eight finalists will be selected 

from the entrants and the first, se¬ 

cond and third place winners will 

be awarded one-week, all-expenses- 

paid trips to Washineton, D.C., Tune 

10-17, 1988. 
All eight finalists will receive 

prizes and a tour of Springfield, 

where they will visit historic and 

governmental sites on April 19, 

1988, which is “Illinois Rural Elec¬ 

tric Youth Day.” 

All high school sophomores and 

juniors are eligible to enter and will 

be required to submit an essay on 

the subject, “New Coals to Meet the 

Needs of Changing l imes.” 

September 1, 1987, marked the 

beginning of Eastern lllini Electric 

Cooperative. We would like 

students to explore the beginning 

of our new Cooperative as well as 

focus their attention on how impor¬ 

tant teamwork is in all areas of our 

lives. 
For more information on the con¬ 

test, complete the entry blank and 

mail it to us or call our toll free 

number of 1-800-824-5102 or 

217/379-2326 in Paxton and we will 

send you a packet of material con¬ 

taining an entry form, contest rules 

and resource material. 
Essays will be due in our office 

Friday, March 11, 1988, so that 

finalists can be selected for the final 

essay contest which will be held 

Monday, April 4, 1988. 

I  
(dip and Mail to: 

Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative 

P.O. Box 96 

Paxton, Illinois 60957 Date  

I Wish to enter the “Youth to Washington” essay contest. 

(Name of Applicant) (Age)  

(Name of Parents)   

j (Mailing Address)   

j (Phone Number)  

(High School) (Class/Year)  

! i 
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The new building under construction. 

EIEC builds new facility at 
Eastern Illini Electric 

Cooperative is opening a new 
warehouse center in Pesotum, in 
the co-op’s southern service area. 
Along with its adjacent pole yard, 
the new facility will hold a complete 
inventory of the supplies and equip¬ 
ment needed to maintain the EIEC 
system south of Champaign, notes 
Howard Schweighart, operations 
manager. 

“We will have two complete crews 
and two service trucks based at 
Pesotum,” Schweighart says, “and 
they will have some backup equip¬ 
ment. We'll have a spare service 
truck, a 50-foot aerial device, tren¬ 
chers and so on. The men there will 
be able to work on construction and 
maintenance. Eight men are 

scheduled to be working out of the 
facility.” 

The building itself is 60x200 feet, 
and has a 40x60-foot work area for 
employees, with the rest being 
devoted to truck parking and 
storage. The three-acre site that has 
been developed contains the 
building, outdoor storage and park¬ 
ing areas. It is located at the in¬ 
tersection of Interstate 57 and 
Highway 45, and there is an east- 
west road nearby, and that will 
enable crews to get to any part of 
the system. 

“We picked the site because it’s 
close to good roads,” Schweighart 
says, “and it’s a fairly easy drive 
straight up 1-57 to Paxton. We have 
radio communication with Paxton 

Pesotum 
on our truck radios now, but we will 
have a radio built into the building, 
too. 

Billing inquiries, payments, and 
all phone calls will continue to go 
to Paxton, but our response time 
should be much improved for 
operations and maintenance. 

The new cooperative’s service 
area concept allows men to be 
closer to the members that they nor¬ 
mally serve, but allows us flexibili¬ 
ty to move men back and forth 
throughout the entire system when 
conditions warrant. 

When everything is all together, 
we will be able to provide better ser¬ 
vices to all the people in the 
southern part of our system, and 
that is important to us all.” 

EIEC members respond to grant program 
The Rural Home Energy Pro¬ 

gram launched in November has 
been very successful for Eastern 
Illini Electric Cooperative. Through 
the first of the year, more than 60 
EIEC members’ applications have 
been approved for grants to 
weatherize their homes or to make 
other energy conservation 
improvements. 

Your cooperative’s share of the 
statewide allocation made in two 
fund releases was $90,000. That 
amount has been exhausted, and no 
more grants are available now. 

There is a possibility that more 
funds may be made available. Word 
on that is expected about March 1. 

Hundreds of EIEC members con¬ 
tacted EIEC to find out about this 
program, which was established by 
legislation approved by the Illinois 
General Assembly especially to help 
low- and moderate-income electric 

cooperative members. Your 
cooperative received more than 200 
applications. 

Here is the status of those ap¬ 
plications that have been filed with 
EIEC. In addition to the 60-plus that 
have been approved, there were ap¬ 
proximately 40 awaiting approval 
by the Illinois Department of 
Energy and Natural Resources 
(ENR) in Springfield. They have 
since been returned to EIEC and 
are being held on file. The remain¬ 
ing 60-70 applications received are 
also on file in Paxton. No more ap¬ 
plications will be accepted until 
there is further information on the 
status of the program from the State 
of Illinois. In the event that suffi¬ 
cient funds are made available and 
ENR begins accepting applications, 
the applications on file at the EIEC 
office in Paxton will be submitted 
to ENR on a first in-first out basis. 

All those applications are dated as 
to when they were filed. 

When this program was approv¬ 
ed by the Legislature, provisions 
were made for funding for a second 
and third year. That will be con¬ 
tingent on the success of the pro¬ 
gram statewide. Your response has 
been outstanding, and your board 
and management consider this an 
important enough program to con¬ 
tinue it through two more years. 

There has been one problem 
area. Projects must meet certain 
pay back standards. One type of 
project that seldom meets the 
10-year pay back requirement is 
window replacement. Most of the 
auditing we have done on this type 
of application has shown that such 
projects do not meet the 10-year 
pay back period. 

We’ll keep you advised as to the 
status of the program. 
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Kentucky Fried Chicken lunch 
served from 11 a.m. until 12:30 p.m 

Saturday, February 27. Registration at 10 a.m. 
Business meeting starts at 

1 p.m., Paxton High School, Paxton 

Features this year: 

Baby-sitting service for children two years and up 
Fingerprinting identification program for children 
Blood pressure testing 
Diabetes screening 
50 door prizes 
Gene Trimble Clown Band will entertain 
Appliance bargain table 
Displays showing how you can make your home 
more comfortable while lowering your overall energy 
bills 
Two grand prizes will be given away — both are 
Sepco 80-gallon water heaters 
During business meeting, 13 nominating committee 
members will be elected, and members will consider 
the adoption of the cooperative's bylaws. 

Eastern lllini 
Electric Cooperative 

Annual Meeting 
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Gifford nursing home 
celebrates 20th by 
beginning new units 

The Country Health Nursing 
Care Center is about to celebrate its 
20th anniversary in an upbeat way. 
The Gifford (Champaign County) 
retirement home will celebrate by 
breaking ground for a new facility, 
a 14-unit apartment complex that 
will be built adjacent to the present 
building. And Joe Whalen will be 
there — again — just as he was 
when ground was broken the first 
time. The ceremony is set for Sun¬ 
day, March 6, at 2 p.m. 

Joe, who farmed in the area for 
35 years, was an original incor¬ 
porator of Country Health, and still 
serves on its board, as he has since 
it was formed. Whalen is a former 
president and currently serves as 
secretary of Country Health. 

As might be expected, he’s ex¬ 
cited about the new building pro¬ 
gram. “We were a little apprehen¬ 
sive when we went to start building 
the original part, “ he says, “but the 
area was very badly in need of a nur¬ 
sing home, and there was a lot of 
support in the community. 

“But we knew we’d need to raise 
$700,000-$800,000, and that was 
really scary. Anyway, there was 
nothing to do but to just pitch in 
and start, so that’s what we did.” 

It wasn’t exactly smooth sailing. 
For a while, the future looked bleak, 
then things cleared up. It’s been 
smooth sailing ever since. 

Joe is unrestrained in his praise 
of the local Lions Club. “They were 
really the prime movers every time 

we had a problem and needed 
help,” he says, “and I just can’t say 
enough good things about them. 
And they’re still helping.” When 
area people got together to build 
their nursing home two decades 
ago, they had hoped for an 80-90 
percent occupancy rate. The place 
is full now — there are 89 residents 
— and there’s a waiting list. 

The new addition, a series of 
apartments, will be named Pleasant 
View Manor, and will be a two-story 
unit with 13 apartments and a 
lounge area. LaVon Heubrock, ad¬ 
ministrator of the home, notes that 
the units were planned only after a 
mail survey showed that there was 
indeed a strong interest in retire¬ 
ment apartments. “We weren’t sur- 
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prised by the desire for apart¬ 
ments,” she says, “but what did sur¬ 
prise us was the fact that many of 
the respondents expressed a desire 
for a second story. 

“But most of our residents are 
retired farmers, and they love to sit 
and look out over the land. We’re 
right next to a farm, and they real¬ 
ly enjoy watching the planting and 
harvesting.” 

According to Heye Mennenga of 
rural Flatville, who is president of 
Country Health, “Since we have had 
substantial interest in the 13 units, 
we are seriously considering expan¬ 
ding the project. If additional in¬ 
terest does materialize, we will go 
into the second phase and build 12 
additional units.” 

Country Health tries hard to see 
that the place is nice to live in, 
LaVon says, makes the environment 
as homey as possible, and provides 
opportunities for all kinds of 
recreational activities. 

“We try to keep it bright and 
cheerful,” LaVon emphasizes, “and 
one of our residents has several of 
his own paintings on his walls, and 
he’s put up a deer skin, too. There’s 
a bird feeder hung in a tree just out¬ 
side his window, and he really en¬ 
joys watching the birds. We en¬ 
courage people to bring in things 
that they’ll be comfortable with.” 

Mrs. Heubrock stresses that even 

Mrs. Heubrock, foreground and, from left, Dave Champion, Jeannie 
Kingston and Joe Whalen pause during a tour of the present facility. 

LaVon Heubrock, administrator of Country Health, left, Joe Whalen 
and Dave Champion look over the blueprints of the planned apart¬ 
ment units. 

a nice place, with more-than- 
adequate facilities, can be less than 
home if the staff members aren’t up 
to par. “We’re incredibly fortunate 
in that respect,” she says, “and many 
of our employees could probably 
make more money working 
somewhere else, but they stay here 
because they care, and we believe 
our residents feel that. At least we 
hope so. We want them to think of 
Country Health as a home, not just 

a roof over their heads.” 
Good fortune doesn’t end with 

good staff, however. “The com¬ 
munity is a real blessing,” she says, 
“and by ‘community’ I mean people 
for miles around, not just a nearby 
town or two. The area people have 
been just great to us, and we have 
an auxiliary that works wonders. I 
don’t know what we’d do Without 
them.” 
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EIEC Manager Dave Champion, left, and Joe Whalen at the thermostat of Whalen's dual-fuel home. Joe 
says he's pleased with both the comfort level and the economy he gets from the system. 

Charter member is dual fuel user 
Sunday, March 6, will be a proud 

day for Joe Whalen, a retired farmer 
who now sells real estate in Rantoul. 
Country Health, a Gifford nursing 
home he helped found, will 
celebrate 20 years of successful 
operation by breaking ground for 
a 14-unit retirement apartment 
complex. The nursing home is not 
the first important rural improve¬ 
ment Joe was in on, either. He was 
a charter member of Illini Electric 
Cooperative, which recently con¬ 
solidated with Eastern Illinois 
Power Cooperative to become 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative. 
Born and raised in northern Cham¬ 
paign County, Joe attended Rantoul 
High School. ‘I can remember when 
they were getting ready to bring 
electricity into our homes,' Joe 

relates, ‘and it was late in 1938. 
They’d strung the high-voltage lines 
down the roadsides and were stop¬ 
ping off at individual houses. We 
thought it was great. The first thing 
I did was to buy my mother a cou¬ 
ple of appliances. I bought her an 
iron and a nice used refrigerator 
that cost me $40. That was a lot of 
money then and it really made me 
feel good to buy it for her, because 
it was my first real, substantial gift 
to her.'Joe and his wife, Florence, 
farmed for 35 years on the farm she 
inherited from her grandfather, 
and raised their five children there. 
Joe’s proud that all their children 
are college graduates, and three 
have master’s degrees. Their son, 
Greg, now farms the place, which 
has been in the family since 1874. 

The farmstead is on Eastern Illini’s 
dual fuel’ rate, and uses electric 
baseboard heat as the main source 
of home heating until the outside 
temperature falls below 15 degrees 
between 7 a.m. and 9 a.m., and 5 
p.m. and 9 p.m. (which is the 
cooperative’s peak use period) and 
then the oil furnace kicks on. ‘I’m 
real happy with how warm it keeps 
the place and how little it costs,' he 
says. Joe and Florence moved into 
Rantoul five years ago, and Joe, 
already a Champaign County board 
member, was chosen to be Ludlow 
Township’s supervisor. He manages 
to keep busy, but if there’s a job that 
needs to be done, he’ll find time in 
his busy schedule to pitch in. 
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Officers of Eastern liiini Electric Cooperative were reelected following the Cooperative's first annual meeting 
of members Saturday (February 27) in Paxton. Officers serving for the coming year are: Herbert L. Aden 
of Newman, treasurer; Wm. David Champion Jr., manager and executive vice president; William P. Raber 
of Saybrook, president; Robert D. Thompson of Paxton, secretary; Laverl Byers of Tuscola, vice president; 
and Glenn R. Anderson of Kempton, assistant secretary. More than 1,141 members and guests turned out 
for the first members' meeting held since the consolidation of lllini Electric Cooperative of Champaign and 
Eastern Illinois Power Cooperative of Paxton. 

Eastern lllini hosts 1,100 
at first annual meeting 

Members of Eastern lllini Electric 
Cooperative will have stable electric 
rates through at least the balance of 
1988. That good news was given to 
1,141 members and guests atten¬ 
ding the first annual meeting of the 

recently consolidated electric 
cooperative. 

Eastern lllini Electric 
Cooperative was formed on 
September 1, 1987, when 

Champaign-based lllini Electric 
Cooperative and Paxton-based 

Eastern Illinois Power Cooperative 
consolidated their operations. EIEC 
board president William P. Raber of 
Saybrook told members that stable 
rates in 1988 are a direct result of 
the consolidation of Eastern and 
lllini. “lllini would have raised its 
rates at the beginning of this year 
and Eastern would have done 
likewise during the third quarter of 
1988,” Raber said. “We have 
budgeted for no increase in rates in 
1988 for Eastern lllini.” 

ILLINOIS 

Raber said the consolidation of 
the two electric distribution 
cooperatives into one organization 
has gone smoothly even though 
there have been many changes in 
daily operations. He commended 
employees of the organization for 
their patience and understanding 
during the transition. 

Eastern lllini manager Dave 
Champion reported that the former 
lllini headquarters facility in 
Champaign has been sold and that 
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Clockwise from above: The 
membership votes. The 
cafeteria was a popular 
place. The bargain table. 
The dual heat exhibit 
interested many members. 
President Raber addresses 
the crowd. 
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construction is nearing an end on 
a new warehouse facility at 
Pesotum. Crews will be moving 
from Champaign to the Pesotum 
warehouse within two to three 
weeks, Champion said, and much of 
the material in Champaign has 
already been moved to Pesotum. 
The Pesotum warehouse will serve 
members in the southern portion of 
the Eastern Illini service area. 

Champion also had high praise 
for cooperative employees for their 
help during the consolidation 
period. Champion said that not 
only would electric rates remain 
stable in 1988, but that the 
wholesale power cost adjustment 
would be changed so that it would 
fluctuate less from month to month, 
resulting in more stable electric 
costs. He said the cooperative has 
increased convenience for members 
by installing more incoming 
telephone lines and is studying 
more efficient ways to handle 

account payments and processing. 
Champion also reported that the 

cooperative has applied to REA for 
a loan that REA has agreed to 
finance at 5 percent. “A portion of 
this loan package consists of our 
four-year plan of work that needs to 
be done on the entire system to 
keep it in shape and to keep the 
reliability of electric service at the 
high level you expect,” Champion 
said. “A portion of the loan will be 
used for prepayment of high- 
interest loans, which will reduce the 
overall operating costs for the 
cooperative.” 

During the official business 
meeting, members of Eastern Illini 
adopted the bylaws which will 
govern the operations of the con¬ 
solidated cooperative and elected a 
13-member nominating committee, 
which will be responsible for 
nominating a slate of members for 
election to the board of directors in 
1989. 

Members elected to serve on the 
1989 nominating committee are: 
Stanley Warsaw of Saybrook, Tom 
Saathoff of Kempton, Robert D. 
Berns of Clifton, John A. 
Schoolman of Sheldon, Roger Ebert 
of Onarga, William A. Anderson of 
Paxton, William Hanks, Jr., of 
Dewey, Mervin Frerichs of 
Armstrong, Marc D. Reutter of 
Cissna Park, Robert W. Clark of 
Rankin, Charles Stephenson of 
Sadorus, James F. Berbaum of 
Tolono and Robert Siuts of 
Longview. 

Following the official business 
meeting, the board of directors met 
to reorganize for the coming year. 
Raber was reelected president, 
while Laverl Byers of Tuscola was 
reelected vice president. Other 
officers reelected are: Robert D. 
Thompson of Paxton, secretary; 
Herbert L. Aden of Newman, 
treasurer; and Glenn R. Anderson 
of Kempton, assistant secretary. 
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Above, Candy Redmon, left, and Shannon 
Marlar, second from left, drew names for at¬ 
tendance prizes, while Manager Dave Cham¬ 
pion and Bill Raber, president, called out 
names. At left, the Unlimited Visions exhibit 
was of interest, too. 



Marge Rinkenberger, left, and Bill, center, tell Eastern lllini manager Dave Champion about their experience 
with dual fuel. They saved more than $700 in a year's heating bills. 

Rinkenbergers switch 
to dual fuel 

Bill and Marge Rinkenberger are 
Dual Heat boosters, and with good 
reason. They saved more than $700 
on their heating bill last year, using 
a combination of electric baseboard 
heat and thermal storage. They in¬ 
stalled a couple of units to help 
them, and Eastern lllini Electric 
Cooperative, with expensive peak 
load problems, and they save money 
in the process. 

“The units really put out the 
heat,” Marge says, “and we like ours 
very much.” Bill says, “I really like 
the fans on our thermal storage 
units, because their sound puts me 
to sleep.” 

The Rinkenbergers had gone a 
long time with baseboard heat, and 
the cost had become more than they 
wanted to pay. “We bought a 
kerosene heater,” Bill says, “but we 

were not very pleased with it.” 
Bill and Marge experienced the 

usual “break-in” problem with the 
units, in that they have an odor 
about them for the first day or so 
of heavy operations, much like 
many new appliances do. But that 
problem went away, as the owner’s 
manual said it would. 

“We were trying to figure out 
how to cut our costs,” Bill says, “and 
we understood why our bills were 
high. We have an old farm house — 
a big one — and it had no insula¬ 
tion. We had it insulated and instal¬ 
led storm windows, and that helped. 
But in a big old house like this, you 
can always tell where the wind is 
coming from. Even as much as it 
had cost us to heat the place,” he 
added, “we are from a generation 
of people who are glad to get rid of 

the old wood stove.” 
While it is easy to understand 

high costs, that doesn’t mean you 
shouldn’t try to reduce them, and 
that’s what the Rinkenbergers did. 
“The system has worked very well 
for us,” Bill says, “and I talked to 
our son about a similar setup. I talk¬ 
ed to a friend, too, but he has yet 
to decide. His house has ductwork, 
so he has options that were not 
open to us.” 

If he had it to do over again, 
would he go with dual fuel? He 
answers with a solid “yes,” and adds, 
“I wear my dual fuel cap wherever 
I go. When people ask me what the 
program is all about, I tell them 
about the comfort and the savings. 
I really believe in the idea.” 
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Three area high school students have won all-expense-paid trips to Washington, D.C. in the “Youth to 
Washington" essay contest sponsored by Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative. Colleen Caldwell, a sophomore 
at Milford Township High School; Nikki Riggleman, a Paxton High School junior, and Christy Johnson, a 
Buckley-Loda High School junior, were selected for the top honors from eight finalists during the cooperative's 
essay banquet on April 4 at Lakeview Country Club, Loda. From left are: Shelley Hawthorne, Goodwine; 
Darenda Borgers, Milford; EIEC president William Raber, Saybrook; Colleen Caldwell, Hoopeston; Wm. David 
Champion, Jr., EIEC manager; Nikki Riggleman, Paxton; Joe Grace, Jr., Loda; Christy Johnson, Loda; Leslie 
Thackeray, Sibley; and Amy Biggs, Buckley. 

Three students win Washington tours 
Three area high school students 

have won all-expense-paid trips to 
Washington, D.C., in the “Youth to 
Washington” essay contest spon¬ 
sored by Eastern lllini Electric 
Cooperative. The winners were 
announced by cooperative manager 
Wm. David Champion, Jr., during 
EIEC’s annual essay banquet held 
April 4 at Lakeview Country Club, 
Loda. 

Colleen Caldwell, a sophomore at 
Milford Township High School; 
Nikki Riggleman, a Paxton High 
School junior, and Christy Johnson, 

a junior at Buckley-Loda High 
School, were selected from eight 
finalists to make the “Youth to 
Washington” trip. Colleen is the 
daughter of Leon and Bonnie 
Caldwell, Hoopeston. Nikki is the 
daughter of Art and Pat Schmidt, 
Paxton, and Christy is the daughter 
of Allen and Nancyjohnson, Loda. 

As winners in the essay contest, 
the three are scheduled to join 

more than 50 other Illinois high 
school students on the “Youth to 
Washington” tour June 10-17. While 
in Washington, the students will 
meet with Illinois elected officials, 
participate in “Rural Electric Youth 
Day” with some 1,000 students from 
32 other states and tour the nation’s 
capital. 

All eight EIEC finalists were to 
travel to Springfield on April 19 for 
“Illinois Rural Electric Youth Day” 
activities. The eight finalists were 
selected from 97 essays submitted 
by area high school students. 

Leslie Thackeray, a junior at 
Melvin-Sibley High School, was the 
fourth place finalist, and won a 
$100 savings bond. She is the 
daughter of Dale and Gerry 
Thackeray, Sibley. 

The four other finalists each won 
$50 savings bonds. They are: 

Shelley Hawthorne, a sophmore 
at Milford Township High School. 
She is the daughter of Clarence and 

Libby Hawthorne, Goodwine. 
Joe Grace, Jr., a Buckley-Loda 

High School junior. He is the son 
of Joe and Ruth Grace, Loda. 

Darenda Borgers, a sophmore at 
Milford Township High School. She 
is the daughter of Erich and Karen 
Borgers, Milford. 

Amy Biggs, a Buckley-Loda High 
School junior. Her parents are Jim 
and Ruth Biggs, Buckley. 

“New Goals to Meet the Needs of 
Changing Times” was the theme of 
this year’s essay contest. Many of the 
contestants based their essays on 
last year’s consolidation of Eastern 
Illinois Power Cooperative, Paxton, 
and lllini Electric Cooperative, 
Champaign, to form Eastern lllini 

Electric Cooperative. High school 
sophomores and juniors from 
schools throughout EIEC’s service 
area were eligible to enter the essay 
contest. 
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Lynn Frantz of rural Cullom 
admits that he is a little bit of a 
packrat and always has been. When 
other people were scrambling to get 
.enough money together to replace 
their old radios, sewing machines, 
furniture, cars and farm equipment, 
he was doing just the opposite. He 
was buying old stuff and squirreling 
it away. And he was collecting anti¬ 
ques from his family, too. 

With all that old memorabilia 
around, it seemed logical to open a 
museum, and that is just what he 
did. Behind his home is a pole barn 
chock full of oldies-but-goodies. The 
Frantz Museum is served by Eastern 
Illini Electric Cooperative. 

Many of the antiques hold special 
memories for Lynn. “This radio,” 
he says, indicating a four-foot-high 
floor model, “was up for sale when 
I was in high school. I just had to 
have it. I paid a quarter for it and 
kept it in my parents’ attic for years. 
In fact, it got so hot up there that 
some of the tuning buttons broke.” 

That does not bother him. “I 
thought about painting and restor¬ 
ing some of these pieces,” he says, 
“but a lot of people seem to enjoy 
them just as much if they don’t look 
spotless and gleaming. While none 
of my antiques are decrepit, they do 
look like they have led useful lives.” 

One piece he is particularly 
proud of is a spring-wound music 
box that plays perforated discs 
about a foot in diameter. Built at 
about the turn of the century, it puts 
out a surprisingly good sound quali¬ 
ty. “Back before they got electricity 
out into the countryside,” Lynn 
says, “this was a very popular form 
of entertainment.” 

The music box is in the “home” 
section of the museum, and there is 
a virtual houseful of antiques show¬ 
ing how people lived many years 
ago. Most of the items belonged to 
the family, and some date back five 
generations. 

There is a kitchen, complete with 
several different hand-operated but¬ 
ter churns, a wood cookstove, an 
icebox, a hand-operated water 
pump, a kerosene lamp, a sausage 
stuffer and a wooden washing 
machine. It is a 1910 Montgomery 

Frantz M 

Ward offering and operated on 
water pressure. 

The living room includes a very 
ornate organ, a table with its ever¬ 
present gas lamp, a trunk, sofa, 
rocking chair and vintage family 
photos. The presence of a dog 
Victrola — or early record player — 
marks this as the living room of a 
family of some means, since such 
units were not cheap. “The machine 
had two horns,” Lynn says. “There 
was a big one that we have fitted in 
the living room now. About five feet 
long, it was used for recording onto 
blank wax cylinders, and my great- 
great grandmother and great grand¬ 
mother did that. They sang and 
played the organ. The smaller horn, 
a couple of feet long, was used to 
play the recording back.” 

The bedroom features a large bed 
with an overstuffed mattress, 
trunks, a commode, a crib and large 
wardrobe, a common fixture in the 
days before built-in closets. A 
separate display shows several 
radios from the 1930s, treadle- 
operated sewing machines, 
children’s toys and miscellaneous 
items, including a 1946 television 
set and a Crosley automobile radio. 

By far the biggest part of the. 

ed to keep it. Then one day in about 
1970, he came in and told me he 
was ready to sell and would offer me 
first crack at it. Then he warned me 
that he wanted a ‘good price’ for it. 
I swallowed hard and asked him 
much he wanted,” Lynn laughs, 
“and he said, ‘$200,’ and I jumped 
at it. It has 53,000 miles on it. 

“Another car with a little history 
is the ‘36 Ford I drove to high 
school,” he notes. “I’d talked my 
folks into letting me get a car, and 
I decided I wanted an old one. I 
knew a man who had a ‘39 Ford 
coupe and tried to get him to sell 
it. He didn’t want to, but he sent me 
to this fellow who had a ‘36 four- 

building is taken up by cars, trucks, 
tractors and other farm 

implements, and Lynn has cars 
ranging from Model T Fords up to 
Buicks, Plymouths and Pontiacs of 
the late 1930s. There is also an 
Edsel. Most have very few miles on 
them. 

Many of the cars and trucks have 
a history, too. A 1928 International 
fire truck belonged to the Cullom 
Volunteer Fire Department, and a 
1934 Buick four-door sedan was 
bought new by Lynn’s great grand¬ 
father. “I have a 1937 Pontiac that 
belonged to a man down the road,” 
Lynn says, “and I’d asked him 
several times over the years if he’d 
sell it to me, and he’d always decid¬ 

door, and I bought it. I later bought 
two Model A’s from him, a car and 
truck.” 

Some of the tractors show the 
evolution of farming from horse- 
drawn, equipment toward the use of 
bigger and better tractors. “I have 
a 1916 Moline Universal,” he says, 
“and a 1917 8-16 International. The 

International has an unusual 
feature in that there was no oil pan. 
The tractor had a big reservoir, and 
tubes were fitted to squirt a little oil' 
on the bearings, and the oil just fell 
off on the ground. The operator 
would have to make sure the reser¬ 
voir was full every once in a while, 
probably when he started in the 
morning and again at lunch. It was 
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Lynn Frantz is shown in 
the top photo admiring 
an old music box. 
Around him is a sampl¬ 
ing of other turn-of- 
century and later fur¬ 
niture, cars and farm 
equipment. Much of the 
trove has been in the 
family for five 
generations. 

eum 
a strange setup.” 

Another tractor, the Waterloo 
Boy, was fueled with kerosene, 
while the 1920 Titan had no 
radiator, but had a large water 
reservoir above the engine. 

While tractors tell us a lot about 
how things were done years ago, 
some of the small farm accessories 
are interesting, too. A horse-drawn 
one-row corn planter that has been 
in the family for five generations 
shows how far farming has come, 
and a Gem grain grader, a corn 
sheller and a small grain cleaner 
show that life down on the farm in 
days gone by provided a wide varie¬ 
ty of chores, and that some of them 
involved back-breaking work. 
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Consider the add-on heat pump 
Once again it is time to think 

about air conditioning, time to con¬ 
duct the spring maintenance check¬ 
up. Perhaps you may even want to 
consider replacing your old system 
with a new high-efficiency unit. 

If you have determined there is 
a need for a complete air 
conditioner replacement, or an 
entirely new installation, please 
consider installing an add-on heat 
pump. It’s called an add-on heat 
pump because it is added to your 
existing gas or oil furnace. 

On outward appearance it looks 
exactly like an air conditioner. 
During the summer, the heat pump 
operates just like any other air con¬ 
ditioner, cooling your home 
efficiently. 

The real benefit is in the winter. 
This same equipment reverses its 
operation when the house calls for 
heat. Then, instead of taking heat 
out of the house, it brings heat in. 
Enough heat is transferred that the 
heat pump alone should heat the 
house until the outdoor 
temperature gets down near 15 or 
20 degrees. At that point, your 
existing gas or oil furnace 
automatically takes over and con¬ 
tinues to heat the house. 

There are two benefits to such a 
hybrid heating system. 

First, such a Dual Heat heating 

system qualifies for our Dual Heat 
rate. When the heat pump is 
separately submetered, a special 
Dual Heat rate of 2.9 cents applies. 

Second is the high efficiency. 
With most higher efficiency heat 
pump models available, the efficien¬ 
cy of the heat pump will average 
above 220 percent when operated 
in the 15-65 degree range. The high 
efficiency combined with the low 
Dual Heat rate makes the add-on 
heat pump/gas furnace combina¬ 
tion very inexpensive to operate. 

How much you can save on your 
heating bill depends on the amount 
of fuel you currently use. General¬ 
ly speaking, the add-on heat pump 
operating as a Dual Heat system is 
even 20 percent less to operate than 
the high efficiency gas furnace. A L- 

detailed cost comparison based on 
your specific house can be obtain¬ 
ed by giving our office a call. 

As an added incentive, the 
cooperative offers a cash rebate of 
$500 whenever any Dual Heat 
system is installed. This should off¬ 

set most of the additional cost of the 
add-on heat pump over the cost of 
a standard air conditioner. 

We invite and encourage you to 
call the Member Service Depart¬ 
ment at the cooperative for more 
information and a cost comparison. 

Clip and mail 

To: Eastern mini Electric Cooperative 
P.O. Box 96 
Paxton, IL 60957 

□ I am interested in “Dual Heat,” please send additional 
literature. 

□ Please send information on the SEPCO water heater. 

□ Please send information on the water heater timer 
program. 

Name   

Address   

City State Zip  

Phone   
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General Manager's Comments by Wm. David Champion, Jr. 

There is a lot of talk these days 
about economic development in rural 
communities. Rightfully so, because 
of the rural unemployment rate and 
the poor economic condition of many 
communities. Some communities are 
doing very well and would prefer to 
leave their community unblemished. 
In fact, they discourage new 
businesses from moving in which in 
turn keeps newcomers from invading. 

However, there are several com¬ 
munities in East Central Illinois that 
are actively seeking to encourage new 
businesses to locate in their area 
because of the many positive things 
that will happen with the expansion 
of business activity. 

The local residents benefit because, 
with a new or expanded business in 
the community, new jobs are created. 
With the new jobs come better in¬ 
comes for the native families, plus 
new families move into the communi¬ 
ty. This helps the existing businesses 
prosper because there is more income 
to be spent within the community. 
The tax base for the area is improv¬ 
ed with more people contributing, 
which results in either lower taxes or 
improved facilities or both. 

The overall growth in such a situa¬ 
tion has its impact on every resident 
of the community. Some impacts are 
good and some of course are not so 
good as perceived by the residents 
and businesses who experience 
growth. 

My point is this: If we, as residents 
of our community, along with the 
businesses currently located in our 
area would like to see the economic 
base of the community improve and 
we are truly committed to the idea, 
then I am confident that it can 
happen. 

EIEC has a vested interest in the 
economic development of the com¬ 

munities we serve because the growth 
associated with such development 
creates growth for the cooperative. 
This in turn helps cover the fixed 
costs of providing electric service to 
our existing members while creating 
lower overall rates for all of our 
members. 

If you feel that we can be of 
assistance in such a community wide 
economic development program, 
please give us a call. We will be hap¬ 
py to work with you. 
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Country Theatre enters 
its seventh season 

There is no lack of enthusiasm 
among the people who work with 
the Country Theatre Workshop 
near Cissna Park. And that com¬ 
bination of interest, zeal and excite¬ 
ment is mirrored by the communi¬ 
ty that supports the six-year-old 
endeavor. Not only are the people 
directly involved energetic and 
highly motivated, but the local area 
has provided outstanding support, 
virtually filling the 130-seat dinner 
theatre for all performances. 

The theatre, located on Route 49 
at Kellart Lake in Iroquois County, 
has been a big hit since bringing 
community theatre to the area in 
May of 1982. As it enters its seventh 
season, theatre goers can expect 
much the same in the way of 
outstanding shows, with a slight 
change in scheduling. This year 

shows are scheduled for Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday nights, a 
change from the Friday-through- 
Sunday schedule of the past. 

Carol Danforth of Cissna Park, 
Glenn Berg of Cissna Park and 
Phillip Duling of Watseka are 
among a large number of area 
residents who give a lot of their 
time to the theatre. When they talk 
about the past and future of the 
Country Theatre Workshop, they 
repeat that they are but a few of the 
people who make the thing go. 

Three Cissna Park residents are 
credited with getting the theatre go¬ 
ing. Danforth, Berg and Duling 
point to Richard Baier, Dick Reut¬ 
ter and Wilma Dryden as the 
founders of the Country Theatre 
Workshop. “There had been a cou¬ 
ple of performances at other loca¬ 
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tions in Cissna Park,” Berg said, 
“then Dick Reutter bought this 
building at auction in the hopes of 
getting a theatre started. And they 
contributed money to get it off the 
ground.” 

The building now looks like a 
dinner theatre, complete with lob¬ 
by, stage, lighting equipment, prop 
and costume storage and tables and 
chairs. 

Its appearance now belies the 
condition of the building when the 
local group took it over and set 
about the task of putting together 
a theatre production. 

”It was dirty. We scrubbed. We 
painted. There was lots of work,” 
Danforth explained. Berg said, 
“The auditorium floor was partly 
dirt and we had to pour cement and 
build a stage. We made tables from 

Glenn Berg (left), Carol Danforth and Phillip Duling are three of the many 
area people actively involved in the Country Theatre Workshop. 
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have been added over the years and 
“We are out of debt!” 

Wilma Dryden served as resident 
director for the first several years of 
the theatre operation. For its 
seventh season, Lori Berg will serve 
as resident director, the only paid 
position with the workshop 
organization. She has an extensive 
background in theatre performance 
and production and has a master’s 
degree in musical performance 
from Texas Tech University. 

There is always a need for people 
to help, either as actors or stage 
hands, or whatever else needs to be 
done, they said. 

The organization has reached out 
into the school community. The 
CTW has put on performances for 
schools and is considering a 
children’s workshop, too. 

The first night of each show’s 
schedule is a buffet dinner perfor¬ 
mance, with the remaining nights 
being dessert shows. Reservations 
should be made in advance; call 
815-457-2626. Tickets are 
sometimes available at the door the 
night of the performance, but per¬ 
formances are often sold out in ad¬ 
vance, they cautioned. 

This year’s season begins June 2 
and continues through September 
10. 

This is a scene from "Never Too 
Late," one of the past season's 
shows. From left are Judge Dwight 
McGrew of Watseka, Walter 
(Duke) Hasselbring of Watseka, 
Mary Ann Bennett of Paxton and 
Carol Danforth of Cissna Park. 

large electric wire spools.” 
’’And, we still use them,” Dan¬ 

forth pointed out. 
They used borrowed folding 

chairs to go with the spools, they 
bought some surplus chairs from 
Chanute Air Force Base at Rantoul. 
Improvements have continued over 
the years, they said. Duling noted 
that several air conditioning units 

1988 
Schedule 
mse Thai Roared 
[une 2. 3 and 4 
ane 9. 10 and 11 
me 16. 17 and 18 

jin and Fancy 
ne 30. July 1 and 2 

Inly 7. 8 and 9 
July 14. 15 and 16 

,n Golden Pond 
July 28. 29 and 30 
August 4. 5 and 6 

August 11. 12 and 13 

y Slicker and Our Nell 
August 25. 26 and 27 
September 1. 2 and 3 

September 8. 9 and 



Remmers enjoy machine shop variety 
When Leroy and Jim Remmers 

open the doors of their welding and 
machine shop on any given day, 
they never know what kind of pro¬ 
blems will be thrown at them before 
they lock up for the evening. 

But working in their shop, which 
is located near Cullom (in eastern 
Livingston County) offers the 
father-son team day-to-day variety 
and zest that you will not find in a 
production shops, Leroy says. 

“With this kind of work,” the 
EIEC member notes enthusiastical¬ 
ly, “you never get bored. There’s 
always something different coming 
at you, always a challenge to do 
something other people don’t want 
to do.” 

He notes that many shops are 
deeply involved in doing mass pro¬ 
duction work for area implement 
manufacturers, and that he and his 
son had talked to the manufac¬ 
turers, too. 

“But they just want you to do the 
same thing all the time, making the 
same part day in and day out. That 
seems awfully boring to us. It seems 
to offer some security, but that 
doesn’t always pan out, either. A lot 
of people had dropped all their job 
clientele when they started working 
for the majors, and then the bottom 
fell out of the market a few years 
ago, a lot of them were in trouble.” 

The farm trade is a big part of 
their business, and there is more to 
it than just the desire to keep some 

diversity in the business. “I’m a 
farmer,” Leroy says, “and I have 
been all my life. I like to be able to 
help a guy get back into the field 
when he’s got a problem and I like 
to visit with farmers, too.” 

The shop has been in operation 
at the Remmers farm for 15 years, 
since Leroy, who worked in a 
machine shop in town, hurt his back 
and had to quit. “I had 30 feet of 
this building,” he says, “and I did a 
little work out of it. As word got 
around, I started getting more and 
more business, and I added another 
20 feet to it, and that gave me a 
50x52 feet building. I figured I’d 
never have to expand again. We’re 
in the process of adding another 50 
feet now.” 

That growth has resulted from 
hard work and a willingness to 
tackle jobs that other shops might 
turn their noses up at. “We had a 
fellow come in some time ago, who 
had worn out the self-closing hinges 
on the door of his walk-in 
refrigerator,” Leroy says, “and when 
he went to get new ones where he’d 
bought the unit, they told him it was 
out of production and that hinges 
were no longer available. They of¬ 
fered to sell him a new walk-in. He 
came to us, and Jim made up some 
hinges for him out of machined 
Nylon. 

“A lot of farmers run into a 
similar problem,” he continues, “in 
that they’re using equipment longer 

than they used to, yet many imple¬ 
ment dealers are stocking fewer and 
fewer parts. If something doesn’t 
move well, they don’t stock it. You 
can’t really blame them, but try tell¬ 
ing that to a farmer whose planter’s 
broken down when he’s got half his 
crop in. He goes to the dealer and 
they tell him he can have the part 
in two weeks. That’s where we come 
in handy.” 

Leroy notes that a farmer came in 
recently fairly early in the day, and 
his dealer had told him two weeks 
— if he was lucky. “I told him we’d 
set aside a couple of the fairly 
routine jobs we were doing and 
have him ready to go by mid to late 
afternoon. He was delighted, and 
people who had the other jobs 
weren’t in that much of a hurry 
anyway.” 

Leroy notes that Jim, who “grew 
up into the business,” has been do¬ 
ing more and more of the work 
coming into the shop, and that 
seems to suit both of them just fine. 
“He’s better than I am,” Leroy says 
modestly, “and he’s getting better 
all the time. We have the latest in 
welding gear, and he’s used it a lot. 
We have heli-arc welders, wire 
welders, a plasma cutter and the 
regular oxy-acetylene rigs, and we 
do a lot of brazing and cast iron 
welding. Jim does most of it 
anymore. A lot of times somebody’ll 
come into the shop and I’ll stop to 
chat with them. Jim doesn’t mind; 
he just goes on working.” 

He notes that they do a lot of 
lathe and milling work, and that 
they very seldom turn a job away. 
“Really about the only time we’ll 
refuse a job is if we know the 
customer can save money by buying 

a new part — and we know where 
he can get one — or if we know he 
can get a good used part somewhere 
that’ll do the job for him and still 
save him money. We’re here to do 
jobs people need done, and at a fair 
price,” he says, “but we’re not going 
to do it just to make the money. 
There are plenty of necessary jobs 
to be done, where we can really be 
of help.” Leroy (seated) and Jim Remmers 
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Visit Eastern Ulini Electric 
Cooperative’s booth and 
employees at the fair this 
summer. 

EIEC will be at the Fisher 
Community Fair on July 12-16 
and at the Iroquois County Fair 
on July 27-August 1. Co-op 
employees will be available to 
visit with you concerning your 
current and future energy needs. 

Plan now to attend and learn 
how you can reduce your energy 
bill by using electricity wisely 
and taking advantage of EIEC’s 
marketing programs. You may be 
missing out on a way to stay 
cooler in the summer and 
warmer in the winter and pay 
less than you are now. 

Displays will feature the 
cooperative’s Dual Heat program, 
water heater and timer program, 
high-pressure sodium lights and 
others which may be of interest 
to you. Your cooperative can 
provide you with a free energy 
audit, special low rate, 5 percent 
improvement loan up to $3,000 
and a cash rebate of $500 for 
those qualifying members. 

If you plan to change or add 
air conditioning and/or heating 
equipment in your home then 
you owe it to yourself to learn 
more about the energy efficient 
heat pump and how it works 
within the Dual Heat program. 
EIEC’s Dual Heat program can 
bail you out of your heating and 
cooling troubles and start saving 

you money the minute it’s install¬ 
ed and operating. 

Register to win an 80-gallon 
Sepco water heater that will be 
given away as a grand prize the 
final day of each fair. 
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Clocks and quilt 
Clarence “Bill” Gordy and his 

wife, Helen, just seem to be natural¬ 
ly creative. He makes keys, nice 
clocks and collects Indian artifacts 
and coins. She does fine hand- 
stitched quilting and a little oil pain¬ 
ting. And they designed their own 
home and did a lot of the work of 
building it. 

Bill actually got into clockmaking 
through a woodworking venture 
when he lived in Lincoln, during 
part of his 37-year tenure with 

Above left: EIEC manager 
Wm. David Champion, Jr.f 

(left) and Bill Gordy look over 
a clock face in the making. 
Above right: A favorite clock 
of Gordy's, made from a slice 
of a tree. He plans to make 
several more. Right: Mrs. 
Gordy with one of the half- 
dozen quilts they have on this 
bed. 

\ 
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General Telephone. “I worked for 
12 years with the local Junior 
Achievement group there,” he says, 
“and we did a lot of woodwork pro¬ 
jects, but we only made a couple of 
clocks.” 

Just over a year ago, he notes, he 
saw an ad for clock kits and sent for 
the company’s catalog. He got 
started right away and has been 
hard at it ever since. He figures he’s 
made about 20 or so clocks during 
that time, most of them made of 
laminated hardwoods. One black 
wood he often uses came from 
Hawaii. “I’ve had an awful lot of 
people comment on that wood,” he 
says. He has set up a little “produc¬ 
tion line,” made of thread spools, 
and the closer a clock is to being 
finished, the higher it is on the line. 

He has made a few templates to 
help cut holes in the right places 
and to set the movement in, but he 
doesn’t need a lot of help. “I can do 
a good job of eyeballing things in 
now,” he says. 

Even with his mini-production 
line and the templates, Bill’s 
clockmaking is not a mass produc¬ 
tion venture. “I try not to make any 

two exactly the same,” he says, 
“unless somebody specifically re¬ 
quests ‘twins.’ I always do some lit¬ 
tle thing just a tiny bit different. I’ve 
given a few away as gifts.” 

While he hasn’t started selling his 
clocks, Bill is giving the matter 
serious thought, and he’s expanding 
his product line, too. He tried a 
clock made from a “slice” of tree 
trunk, which he scorched with a 
blowtorch for decorative effect. He 
installed the clockwork, put a golf 
figure clock face on it, added a hef¬ 
ty coat of clear acrylic, and had a 
clock that he was so pleased with 
that he decided to try another. It 
was a beauty, too. “I think I’ll be 
making a lot of them in the future,” 
he says. 

A teacher got him interested in 
coin collecting when he was 10 
years old, he notes, and the keymak¬ 
ing came about from his father-in- 
law, who gave him the machine. His 
Indian artifact collection is not a 
pastime he pursues with a great deal 
of effort, but he keeps an eye out for 
relics whenever he’s out around the 
110-acre farm, which was once 
wooded. There’s a creek through it, 
too, he says, and that attracted In¬ 
dians, who left many things behind. 
“I’ve found a lot of artifacts,” he 
says, and it got to where I see fewer 
and fewer, but I still run onto one 
once in a while.” 

Helen came by her quilting 
naturally. Her mother, grand¬ 
mother and an aunt pieced together 
a few quilt tops, and she has pieced 
together many of her own. Most are 
traditional, and are made from pat¬ 
terns that could be a century or 
more old. A double wedding ring 
quilt is one of her favorites. 

She has 12 quilts now plus three 
complete tops and four more in 
various stages of construction, and 
has given one to each of their three 
children. All but a couple were 
carefully stitched by hand. 
“Quilting’s about all I do during the 
winter,” she says, “and I usually 
spend the entire season in front of 
the TV, covered with quilting. 
There are a lot of other things to do 
when the weather’s nice, so I don’t 
do any quilting then.” 

While most of her quilts are 

about as traditional as you’ll find 
anywhere, she has one made from 
“modern” materials, and from a 
“modern” pattern. The Gordys 
chuckle about that quilt. 

“Bill had a lot of those real wide 
1960’s style neckties around,” Helen 
says, “and they’d been out of 
fashion for years. I saw a pattern for 
making a quilt out of them, and I 
wondered if we had enough to 
make one. I wasn’t sure, so I started 
buying some at garage sales.” 

“I’d had dozens of them,” Bill 
says, “because I’d gotten a lot of 
neckties as gifts. It didn’t take us 
long to get enough together to get 
the quilt made, even though there’s 
a lot of waste involved. They’re not 
shaped just right for quilt making, 
and it took about half of them to 
make the quilt top. We had enough 
left over to make another quilt.” 

Helen also tried her hand at fast 
painting a few years ago, and turn¬ 
ed out a few landscapes that look 
like they’re backed by years of ex¬ 
perience. “I enjoyed painting,” she 
says, “and I was really pleased with 
how my paintings turned out, but I 
haven’t done any for a while. There 
are just so many things to do.” 

Their house is another example 
of talent and creativity — and ex¬ 
perience. “When we lived in 
Lincoln,” Bill says, “we really liked 
the house we had there. We liked 
the layout, anyway, but we weren’t 
too happy with its size. We decided 
to have one just like it built here, 
only bigger. We wanted a few nice, 
spacious rooms, rather than a lot of 
little, cramped ones.” 

They decided to have a shell 
home builder get them started, and 
sent off a drawing of the floor plan 
they wanted. “I figured I could do 
a lot of work,” Bill says with a laugh, 
“because we had a rental place in 
Lincoln and I’d kept it up. I’d made 

all my mistakes there.” 
The builders got the house nice¬ 

ly started, and provided blueprints 
for wiring, heating and plumbing, 
which Bill did, along with the 
finishing. 

They moved in on Thanksgiving 
Day, 1983, and have been enjoying 
their 2,028 square feet of living 
space ever since. 
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<2 ED Board meeting report 
(Manager’s note: During meetings of 

the Member Advisory Committee, it has 
been suggested that the minutes of the 
board of directors meeting be featured 
in the center section of the “Rural Elec¬ 
tric News. ” Your board of directors has 
considered this request, and beginning 
this month, a summary of the board 
meeting will be provided each month 
for your information on the last page 
of the center section. This is another 
way that we hope to keep you inform¬ 
ed on activities of your cooperative.) 

A regular meeting of the board of 
directors of Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative was held May 24, 1988, 
at the cooperative office in Paxton. 

Minutes of the April 19, 1988, 
meeting were approved. A state¬ 
ment of revenues and expenses for 
the month ending April 30, 1988, 
containing the following informa¬ 
tion was presented: Total Operating 
Revenues, $1,373,823; Total 
Operating Expenses, $1,092,691; 
Total Cost of Electric Service, 
$1,273,891; Operating Margins, 
$99,932; and Total Margins, 
$123,521. The financial reports 
were also approved as presented. 

During the month of April, 93 
new members joined the co-op and 
84 members terminated. 

Minutes of the Special Commit¬ 
tee meeting held on April 14, 1988, 
were discussed and accepted. The 
Special Committee was formed at 
the request of several members to 
review the cooperative’s bylaws with 
respect to director representation 
on the Soyland board of directors 
and director tenure. The committee 
proposed that the cooperative seek 
to change the Soyland bylaws so 
that the director would be one of 
the EIEC directors and that the 
alternate would also be an EIEC 
director and that the director or 
alternate would be allowed to have 
counsel. A second meeting of the 
Special Committee was held May 
17, 1988, to discuss director tenure. 
The Committee recommends that a 
ballot be prepared for a bylaw 
change at the 1989 annual meeting 
that would limit the terms a direc¬ 

tor may serve to five consecutive 
three year terms and the current 
directors be grandfathered so that 
the five consecutive three-year term 
limitation would begin at their next 
reelection. The board accepted the 
report of the committee and will 
present this bylaw change without 
recommendation. 

Marketing activities were 
highlighted by manager Wm. David 
Champion, Jr. Two Dual Heat 
meetings have been held in Gilman 
and Pesotum, and one more is 
scheduled for Rantoul. These 
meetings are emphasizing the in¬ 
stallation of add-on heat pumps and 
ground water heat pumps to fur¬ 
nish heating and cooling and to 
take advantage of the Dual Heat 
Rate. Champion serves as chairman 
of the Soyland/WIPCO Marketing 
Committee. 

A progress report was given on 
acquiring overhead fuel tanks at 
Pesotum. The State Fire Marshal is 
working on making administrative 
changes to allow for the installation 
of fuel tanks. Legislation has also 
been introduced in Springfield to 
change the code. It appears that this 
will be accomplished through ad¬ 
ministrative changes. Employees in 
Pesotum are working 10 hour days 
to keep up with the heavy workload. 

The board approved associate 
memberships in the County Farm 
Bureaus served by the Cooperative. 

A revised financial forecast and 
a resolution requesting a 100 per¬ 
cent loan of $6,000,000 at an in¬ 
terest rate of 5 percent and a con¬ 
current loan in the amount of 

$3,191,000 from REA and 
$1,368,000 from CFC were approv¬ 
ed. The blended interest cost will be 

about 5.81 percent. 
In other action the board approv¬ 

ed a contribution of $200 toward 
the CFC Cooperative System In¬ 
tegrity Fund. This fund provides 
financial assistance to rural electric 
cooperatives who are threatened 
with loss of territory or facilities 
through takeover, buyouts or an¬ 
nexation by competing utilities. 

Interruptible contracts were ap¬ 
proved for Jamaica High School, 
Jamaica, and Iroquois Stone, Inc., 
Ashkum. 

The manager presented a request 
from a member asking that his ser¬ 
vice be released so that he could be 
served by another power supplier. 
The board considered this request 
but denied the release. 

It was reported that real estate 
taxes paid in 1987 had amounted to 
$31,818.40 for an assessed valuation 
of $413,509. 

Manager Champion, attorney 
Fraker and directors Stiehl, Pratt, 
Beatty and Cole reported on the 
NRECA Legislative Conference they 
attended in Washington May 8-11. 
They met with Reps. Ed Madigan, 
Jack Davis, and Terry Bruce and 
Sens. Alan Dixon and Paul Simon. 
They asked them to support the 
rural electrification program and 
discussed rural development and 
rural TV. 

Directors Schroeder and Reitz 
reported on the safety meeting that 
they had attended on May 12, 1988. 
They complimented Howard 
Schweighart on the excellent 
meeting and for receiving the 
NRECA Safety Accreditation and 
Certification. 

The manager reported on several 
personnel matters. A report of 
employees’ job training and safety 
activities was also given to the 
board. 

Director Larry Anderson 
reported on the April 21 and May 
19 Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives board meetings that 
he had attended. The main portion 
of their meetings are spent discuss¬ 
ing the legislative issues affecting 
the cooperatives. 

A report was given on the 
Soyland Power Cooperative board 
of directors meeting held on May 18 
by director Gene Warmbir. Warm- 
bir is serving on the Merger Com¬ 
mittee and Real Estate Committee. 

There being no additional infor¬ 
mation to come before the board, 
the meeting was adjourned. 
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Champion 

General Manager's Comments by Wm. David Champion, Jr. 

In the more than 50 years that rural elec¬ 

tric cooperatives have existed, consolidations 
have been rare. 

This past year, on September 1, 1987, the 

electric cooperative that provides your elec¬ 
tric service, Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative, came about following a con¬ 
solidation of two cooperatives that had serv¬ 
ed their respective areas for 50 years each. 
Directors and managers of Eastern Illinois 
Power Cooperative and Illini Electric 

Cooperative, following many months of study 
and assessment of potential benefits of such 
a consolidation, put the question of joining 

the two cooperatives to a vote of the member¬ 

ships. Consolidation of the operations of the 
two affected cooperatives was in the best in¬ 

terest of the members of both cooperatives, 
members agreed during annual meetings in 

1987. 

That was the first consolidation of electric 
cooperatives in Illinois and one of only a few 

that have taken place nationwide in the 
history of electric cooperatives. 

It is interesting that you as cooperative 

members are to be involved in yet another 
consolidation, not a joining together of 

distribution cooperatives, but a merger of 
your cooperative’s power supplier and 

another Illinois cooperative power supplier. 
And, like the consolidation of the two 
distribution cooperatives last year, the merger 
of the power suppliers is expected to provide 
long-term electric rate stability for consumers. 

Following voting by directors of Soyland 
Power Cooperative and Western Illinois 
Power Cooperative (WIPCO), the two genera¬ 
tion and transmission cooperatives will merge 

operations officially on January 1,1989, under 
the name of Soyland Power Cooperative. 

Eastern Illini, one of 14 cooperatives in 

Soy land’s present membership, will then be 
one of 21 cooperatives making up the 

membership of Soyland. 

Those 21 electric cooperatives extend from 

western Illinois to near the Quad Cities in 

northwestern Illinois, to Iroquois County in 
the northeast, south to White County near 
where the Wabash River empties into the 
Ohio River, then west to the area of 

southwestern Illinois just south of St. Louis. 
That is a large area and includes rural elec¬ 
tric systems with diverse characteristics. 

That diversity could have worked against 
many organizations. But, cooperatives have 
long viewed differences more as assets and 

have gone about the business of getting the 
job done for their members. This has happen¬ 

ed with Soyland and WIPCO. 
Both of these cooperatives have ownership 

shares in the nuclear Clinton Power Station. 
And, as you are aware, cost increases 
associated with construction of that plant have 
been significant factors affecting retail rates. 

The weight of these cost increases has been 

quite a burden for both Soyland and WIPCO. 

But, both have worked hard to make them 
manageable. 

Soyland was able to refinance most of its 

high-interest debt while WIPCO has refinanc¬ 

ed and restructured its debt. Both 
cooperatives own equal shares in the plant, 

but WIPCO serves only about one-third the 
number of members as Soyland. All of this 

had to be worked out before the merger could 
be completed. 

Actually, the official merger comes nearly 
four years after the two cooperatives started 

planning to combine as one cooperative. They 
began to operate “as if merged” in 1985, 

working together to achieve as much efficien¬ 

cy as possible to benefit the member systems. 

There was nothing simple about working 
out the details. As a director of Soyland, I can 
assure you that it was important that the 
merger not negatively affect Eastern Illini 

members. Your distribution cooperative 
has a dual purpose: to assure adequate sup¬ 
plies of electric power and to provide that 
power at a reasonable cost consistent with 
sound financial practice. Your board of direc¬ 
tors and I believe this merger of power sup¬ 

pliers will make for a stronger generation and 

transmission cooperative capable of meeting 

the needs of the members of Eastern Illini 

Electric Cooperative and the 20 other electric 

cooperatives both for the short term and in¬ 
to the next century. 
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Top photo: EIEC manager Dave Champion looks over 

the garage door manufacturing operation. Above, an 

automatic saw makes five cuts at a time to make a 

garage rafter. At near right, a bicycle, a popular form 

of transportation for many Amishmen, stands by a 
stack of Porta-Pac rafters. At right center are a cou¬ 

ple of Porta-Pac buildings, each on a pallet. At far 

right, the front section of a two-car garage goes 

together. 

More 
than 

just a 
garage 

. 
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The popular image of an 
Amishman at work probably con¬ 
sists of a plainly dressed man with 
small “granny glasses” and a big hat, 
using primitive tools to turn out 
painstakingly crafted harnesswork, 
buggies or other “old-fashioned” 
gear. 

Part of that image is correct. The 
Amish do dress quite simply — by 
most standards — and they do turn 
out painstakingly crafted work, but 
there is a lot more to the product 
line than most of us know about, 
and there is a surprising amount of 
sophisticated machinery used, too. 

Coach House, Inc., an Arthur 
firm founded in 1973 by Willis 
Miller, is a case in point. The pro¬ 
duct line includes garages, garage 
doors and assembly kits for 
backyard storage buildings. Miller 
has since sold the operation to 
Shrock’s, a cabinet and building 
supply firm in Arthur. Part of the 
operation is served by Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative. 

Miller started building garages 
and built the doors for them, and 
the idea came up to build doors for 
others, too, and that’s exactly what 
happened. The company now 
makes a complete line of garage 
doors and all the necessary hard¬ 
ware, and they’re all modern and 
up-to-date, with insulation, weather 
sealing and styling that’ll keep up 
with anybody’s. 

“We sell our garages through a 
dealer network,” Miller says, “and 
each dealer has a protected ter¬ 
ritory. We have a crew in Arthur 

who assembles the garages, on the 
customer’s slab, in a hundred-mile 
radius. We also have a crew based 
in Peoria and we’re setting up a hub 
in Mt. Vernon, too.” 

Workmen arrive at the site with 
the precut subassemblies all neatly 
stacked on a gooseneck trailer and 
set to work immediately. “The crews 
can complete a good-sized garage in 
half a day. We’ve had customers tell 
us that it’s nice to have a crew leave 
the place cleaner than it was when 
they came,” Miller says. 

Miller notes that he started out 
with the idea of building garages 
with as near a perfect mix of quali¬ 
ty, value and attention to detail as 
possible. The tagline on a Coach 
House logo is: “It’s more than just 
a garage ... It’s a Coach House” 

While garage dealers have pro¬ 
tected territories, he says, doors and 
hardware are sold through a 
number of dealers. 

“The Porta-Pac is a recent addi¬ 
tion to the line,” he says, “and it’s 
a ready-to-assemble backyard 
storage building. We’ve been mak¬ 
ing them a little over six months 
now, and the sizes range from 8 feet 
by 8 feet to 10 feet by 16 feet. 
They’re marketed through 
lumberyards. We put them in 
‘packs’ that’ll fit on a pickup, and 
they’re all ready to assemble, and we 
build them so assembly is about as 
easy as we can make it. Unlike the 
garages, they’re intended to be put 
together by the homeowner.” 

Even so, the kits boast “old time” 
Amish craftsmanship. 
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Board meeting report </ im 

The board of directors of Eastern 
Illini Electric Cooperative held 
their regular meeting on June 28, 
1988, at the cooperative office in 
Paxton. 

Minutes of the May 24, 1988, 
meeting were approved. A state¬ 
ment of revenues and expenses for 
the month ending May 31, 1988, 
containing the following informa¬ 
tion was presented: Total Operating 
Revenues, $1,236,536; Total 
Operating Expenses, $1,073,501; 
Total Cost of Electric Service, 
$1,245,424; Operating Margins, 
($8,888); Total Margins, ($2,411) 
and Total Year-to-Date Margins, 
$405,630. The financial reports 
were also approved as presented. 

During the month of May, 81 new 
members joined the cooperative 
and 83 members terminated. 

The meeting of the Special Com¬ 
mittee scheduled for June 7 to 
discuss the selection process of the 
nominating Committee was cancell¬ 
ed and will be held in August. The 
Audit Committee and Executive 
Committee plan to hold meetings 
during July. The Annual Meeting 
Planning Committee provided in¬ 
formation to the board on several 
speakers to consider hiring for the 
March 18, 1989, annual meeting of 
members. After discussion, the 
board approved hiring Derry 
Brownfield of Centertown, 
Missouri, who has a syndicated farm 
program on local radio stations. 

A report on marketing activities 
was furnished by Wm. David Cham¬ 
pion, Jr., manager. The cooperative 
is going to sponsor a water source 
heat pump workshop and field day 
in August. Plans are also being 
finalized for the upcoming Fisher 
Community and Iroquois County 
Fairs. The board approved a revi¬ 
sion to the Off-peak Heat Storage or 
Dual Fuel electric Heat Rider 1. 

During an inspection of the 
cooperative’s poles, the manager 
reported, a number of defective 
poles had been found in the Paxton 
and Watseka areas. He also provid¬ 
ed information on future economic 

development in the cooperative’s 
service territory, the status of the 
REA loan and announced that CFC 
has approved our line of credit. 

Champion reported that the clos¬ 
ing on the sale of the Champaign 
facility had taken place June 1. He 
added that additional work is need¬ 
ed on the driveway entrance at the 
Pesotum warehouse in order to 
comply with Illinois Department of 
Transportation requirements. After 
considering a proposal to clean, 
tuck point and seal the brick on the 
Paxton headquarters building, this 
work was approved by the board. 

In other action, the board ap¬ 
proved a three-phase service con¬ 
tract with Kenneth Lehmann for a 
grain drying operation at Risk (Liv¬ 
ingston County) and a five-year 
State of Illinois Highway Permit 
Bond. They also approved 
allocating former Illini Electric 
Cooperative margins for the years 
1954 and 1955 totaling $44,356.03 
and margins of Eastern Illini Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative for 1987 in the 
amount of $24,983.61. 

Directors James Beatty and Tim 
Taylor reported on the June 1 safe¬ 
ty meeting they attended. Presenta¬ 
tions on eye safety and chain saw 
safety were featured. A report was 
also furnished by the manager on 
job training and safety activities. In 
addition, the manager discussed 
personnel matters. 

Directors Laverl Byers, Jay Stiehl, 
Perry Pratt, Chris Schroeder and 
Charles Cole attended the Illinois 
Agricultural Legislative Breakfast in 
Springfield on June 9 and provid¬ 
ed highlights of the day’s activities. 

A Member Advisory Committee 
meeting was held June 21. In addi¬ 
tion to members of the committee, 
Nominating Committee members 
and alternates were invited. Direc¬ 
tors Larry Anderson and James 
Beatty represented the board at this 
meeting. The MAC Committee had 
good discussions concerning the ac¬ 
tivities of the Special Committee, 
meter readers, the Pike Plant pro¬ 
perty and director tenure. 

Director Larry Anderson attend¬ 
ed the June 16 board of directors 
meeting of the Association of Il¬ 
linois Electric Cooperatives and 
reported that Vince Moreth, at¬ 
torney for AIEC, had resigned to ac¬ 
cept the position of Macoupin 
County State’s Attorney. He added 
that the AIEC annual meeting will 
be held in Springfield in August, 
the Region V meeting will be held 
in Springfield in September, and 
the NRECA annual meeting will be 
held in Washington, D.C. in 
February. Director Cole also attend¬ 
ed an Illinois ACRE meeting that 
same day and stated that member¬ 
ships in ACRE (Action Committee 
for Rural Electrification) have pass¬ 
ed their goal of 700 and ACRE 
hopes to reach 800 next year. 

The board approved paying year¬ 
ly AIEC dues. And, they selected 
Larry Anderson to be the director 
on the AIEC board and Charles 
Cole to be the alternate. The board 
also selected Larry Anderson as the 
NRECA voting delegate and Laverl 
Byers as the alternate. President 
William Raber was selected as the 
voting delegate and vice president 
Laverl Byers was selected as alter¬ 
nate for the AIEC annual meeting. 

In addition to the written report 
furnished by manager Champion, 
director Gene Warmbir provided 
information on the June 8 Soyland 
Power Cooperative board of direc¬ 
tors meeting that he had attended. 
Director James Beatty also attended 
the meeting. The Soyland board 
voted unanimously to bring a pro¬ 
posal to merge Soyland and WIPCO 
to the Soyland membership for 
their consideration on June 30, 
1988. A law firm experienced in 
nuclear power plant construction 
mismanagement cases has been re¬ 
tained to litigate the case against 
Illinois Power Company. Soyland 
also hired a staff attorney. 

There being no additional infor¬ 
mation to come before the board, 
the meeting was adjourned. 
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General Manager's Comments by Wm. David Champion, Jr. 

Champion 

When Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative held its first annual meeting 
of members last February, many former 
Eastern Illinois Power Cooperative 
members came to the meeting expecting 
to receive their capital credits refund 
checks. EIPC had handed out these 
checks for several years at the annual 
meeting. 

During the meeting, President Raber 
and I reported that your cooperative 
planned to refund capital credits later in 
the year. 

After the consolidation, numerous 
records had to be updated and entered 
onto the computer before a refund could 
be processed. This record updating has 
now been completed. 

Your board of directors unanimously 
approved a refund of capital credits at its 
regular meeting on July 26, 1988. The 
total amount of this refund will be 
$256,085. Former Eastern Illinois Power 
Cooperative members will receive 
$161,502 for the year 1965 and former 
Illini Electric Cooperative members will 
receive $4,443 for 1954, $39,912 for 1955 
and $50,228 for 1956. 

This is the first time that former Illini 
Electric members will receive a capital 
credits refund. In order to put all 
members on the same rotation cycle for 
receiving capital credits, it will be 
necessary to accelerate payments to 
former Illini members in some years un¬ 
til they reach the same year that former 
Eastern members are on, however there 
were several years that Illini members 
were impacted by ice storm losses which 
resulted in no capital credits for those 
years. Furthermore, EIPC’s bylaws allow¬ 
ed for payment of all margins as capital 
credits, but lEC’s bylaws allowed for on¬ 
ly operating margins. So all IEC non¬ 
operating margins will be retained as 
equity for EIEC. 

This explanation is very complicated, 
but the resulting payment schedule is 
equitable to all members. 

Patronage capital is the excess income 
over expenses paid by members to the 
cooperative. Since we operate on a not- 
for-profit basis, patronage capital is 
distributed on our records to each 
member of the cooperative based upon 
the total amount of electric bills each 
member pays during the year. This 
creates a “capital credit” for each 
member in each year that the member 
receives electric service from the 
cooperative assuming that the 
cooperative finishes the year with a 
margin. 

Your cooperative uses patronage 
capital (excess income over expenses) to 
repay its loans to the Rural Electrification 
Administration (REA) and the National 
Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance Cor¬ 
poration (CFG) and to establish reserves 
for plant replacement, storm damage and 
other necessities. The board of directors 
approves a refund when they are confi¬ 
dent that the cooperative’s financial con¬ 
dition is sound and that a refund will not 
create financial problems. It appears that 
a 20-year rotation on the payment of 
patronage capital will work in our long- 
range plan. As manager of the 
cooperative, I feel that it is important that 
all members are aware that the directors 
and management of EIEC are striving to 
refund capital credits on a regular basis. 

Being a member-owner of an electric 
cooperative is much different than receiv¬ 
ing electric service from an investor- 
owned company. In the case of an 
investor-owned company, excess income 
is profit which is paid to its stockholders, 
who may not be customers of the com¬ 
pany. As a member-owner of your elec¬ 
tric cooperative, you have the opportuni¬ 
ty to share in the decision-making process 
of the cooperative and to reap the 
benefits of all margins. 

Office closing 
The Cooperative will be closed 

Monday, September 5, for Labor Day. 
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This building is home to Glen Schlabach's business. Central Power Products, which deals in diesel and gasoline 
engines, air compressors, hydraulic equipment, generators and wringer washing machines. The building 
features dual heat. 

Diesel boom is boon to Arthur man 
Glen Schlabach has a booming 

business in a seemingly unlikely 
place. He does diesel engine and 
compressor repairs in an Amish 
community. While that sounds sur¬ 
prising, it reflects a little-known fact 
about Amish: while Amishmen are 
decidedly unenthusiastic about 
motor vehicles, they do make use of 
various kinds of stationary power 
plants to get work done. 

Glen, who lives near Arthur 
(Douglas County), got into diesel 
repair while working for an uncle, 
who also had a harness shop. “I’d 
worked for him for several years,” 
Glen says, “and I was in charge of 
the engine division. It got to where 
we both needed more room, so we 
split up the business. I named my 
operation Central Power Products.” 

Much work is done with sta¬ 
tionary engines by way of air 
motors, hydraulic motors or home¬ 
grown electricity, and Glen’s shop 
reflects that fact. He services and 
sells engines, generators, welders, 
heavy duty storage batteries and 
other equipment. He builds custom- 

made hydraulic hoses and fittings, 
too. 

While many of Glen’s customers 
are Amish, others bring in their 
equipment for expert repair, too. 
Some are in a hurry. “A contractor 

from Peoria had a paving machine 
that broke down on a Friday, and 
he called and said he really wanted 
it by Monday, so 1 worked on it for 
him. He needed it so badly that he 
drove down to get it, and I was glad 
to help him get back into opera¬ 
tion.” 

Glen notes that more and more 
construction equipment is being 
built with diesel engines, and that 
there’s a fair amount of construc¬ 
tion going on in his area, and that’s 
good for business. Even so, not all 
his business involves local work. 
“Three Lombardini diesels I sold 
wound up in Africa,” he says, ad¬ 
ding, “a manlift manufacturer had 
specified diesel engines and the 
supplier called here. We had the 
engines, and shipped them out.” 

Mrs. Schlabach is involved in the 
operation, too. She works on the 

wringer washing machines that 
many Amish use. Many are powered 
by gasoline engines, while others 
use air motors. “A lot of people 
have their washing machines in 
their basement,” she explains, “and 
they don’t like to have gasoline 
down there, so they use air motors 
instead. We work on all of them.” 

Central Power Products is located 
in a large structure east of Arthur, 
and Glen uses a dual fuel system to 
heat it. “I have small electric heaters 
at each end of the building,” he says, 
“and an electric furnace in the of¬ 
fice. A waste oil heater is the second 
source of heat. I knew electric heat 
by itself would be too expensive for 
me,” he continues, “but when I 
heard how inexpensive Eastern II- 
lini Electric Cooperative’s dual fuel 
rate would be, I couldn’t afford not 
to do it.” 

Power to run the shop, inciden¬ 
tally, is home-grown, provided by an 
engine-driven, three-phase 
generator. 
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Gasoline and diesel engines of all sizes are sold and serviced 
in Glen's shop, and Mrs. Schlabach does much of the work 
on wringer washing machines, which are popular with the 
Amish. 

An Amish shop, to be complete, must have all the parts books 
that you'd expect to see in any up-to-date shop, and Central 
Power Products is no exception. 

Wringer washers, while not all that common, are popular with 
the Amish. Some are run by gasoline engines, but many, par¬ 
ticularly in basements, are powered by air motors or home¬ 
grown electricity. 

A heavy duty unit in the shop. Central Power 
Products deals in diesel engines ranging from 
4-200 horsepower. 

Air compressors are an important part of the 
Amish power supply, since various forms of 
home-grown motive power are permissible, 
such as hydraulic or air motors. Here, Bill Mur¬ 
phy works on a compressor. 
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Board meeting report <z 
The regular meeting of the board 

of directors of Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative was held at the 
cooperative headquarters on luly 
26, 1988. 

Minutes of the June 28, 1988, 
meeting were approved. The board 
also approved the statement of 
revenues and expenses for the 
month ending June 30, 1988. Infor¬ 
mation contained in this report in¬ 
cluded: Total Operating Revenues, 
$1,236,850; Total Operating Ex¬ 
penses, $1,151,947; Total Cost of 
Electric Service, $1,326,458, 
Operating Margins, ($80,092) and 
Total Year-to-Date Margins, 
$325,537. 

During the month of June, 124 
members joined the cooperative 
and 112 terminated their 
memberships. 

Manager Champion announced 
that the Special Committee will 
meet on August 15 to review the 
selection process of the Nominating 
Committee. Director Ward 
reported that the Audit Committee 
had met July 19 to examine the ac¬ 
counts of the Cooperative and had 
found them to be in order. Presi¬ 
dent Raber highlighted the Ex¬ 
ecutive Committee meeting that was 
held July 22 to discuss personnel 
matters. The Committee will meet 
again August 8 to continue their 
discussions. 

The manager updated the board 
on marketing activities. Champion, 
who is also chairman of the Soyland 
Marketing Committee, advised that 
the Committee had met and is mak¬ 
ing progress on programs for load 

retention and building new load. 
With respect to establishing an 
EIEC pilot meter reading program, 
employees Mary Foley and Steve 
Hancock visited a co-op in Indiana 
to study their meter reading pro¬ 
gram. Before implementing such a 
program, the co-op’s mapping 
system will need to be revised and 
account numbers changed to a com¬ 
mon system. The DENR Grant Pro¬ 
gram will provide additional fun¬ 
ding this year. The board authoriz¬ 
ed signing new contracts with the 
Illinois Department of Energy and 
Natural Resources to receive and 
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distribute these grant funds. A 
water source heat pump workshop 
has been scheduled for August 30 
in Rantoul. It will include a seminar 
for members and a site inspection 
of a working system. 

Due to the heavy workload in the 
Pesotum service area, the board ap¬ 
proved hiring an additional 
lineman to work in that territory. 
The purchase of equipment to 
manufacture nonconductive 
hydraulic hoses in-house was also 
approved. This will allow our 
mechanics to be more productive. 
They will be able to do more truck 
maintenance in-house as well as 
body and boom transfer from vehi¬ 
cle to vehicle. 

The manager discussed several 
subjects including the driveway en¬ 
trance at Pesotum, the status of our 
REA loan application, and using the 
First National Bank in Champaign 
as a payment processing facility. 
During the past month, interviews 
have been held with five consulting 
engineering firms and a recommen¬ 
dation will be made at the August 
board meeting on which firm to 
hire. 

In other action, the board ap¬ 
proved a three-phase contract for 
Country Health Nursing Care, Inc., 
Gifford and Arrow Corporation, 
Papineau. 

A recommendation was made by 
the manager and approved by the 
board to refund capital credits in 
the amount of $256,085. Former 
Eastern Members will receive 
$4,443 for 1954, $39,912 for 1955 
and $50,228 for 1956. Champion 
projects that by 1994, all members 
will be receiving capital credit 
checks on a 23-year cycle. 

Uncollectible accounts for 
January 1 through December 31 in 
the amount of $32,421.95 were writ¬ 
ten off. Collection procedures and 
way to improve them were also 
discussed. It was noted that even 
though these accounts are written 
off, collection activity does not stop 
on these unpaid bills. 

Director Thompson and director 
Ward attended the July 7 safety 
meeting and reported they had 
toured the Mahomet, Fisher, 
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Ludlow, Paxton and Cissna Park 
substations and had a very in¬ 
teresting day. The manager provid¬ 
ed a report on job training and safe¬ 
ty activities as well as other informa¬ 
tion concerning personnel. 

Champion stated that the Illinois 
Statewide Power Cooperative has 
accepted the membership of 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 
as the successor corporation to Illini 
Electric. He added that several co¬ 
op employees will help out in the 
Illinois Farm Electrification Coun¬ 
cil’s booth at the Farm Progress 
Show that will be held in northern 
Illinois September 27-29. 

The Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative’s annual meeting 
will be held in Springfield August 
9-11. Employees Larry Pilcher and 
Clyde Bargmann will be recognized 
for 25 years of service to the 
cooperative. 

Director Anderson reported on 
the July 21 Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperative’s board of 
director’s meeting that he attended. 
Staff members gave annual reports 
on their activities. AIEC has a safe¬ 
ty display that shows what can hap¬ 
pen when an auger comes in con¬ 
tact with a high voltage line, hair 
dryer falls into the sink and other 
accidents that can occur and they 
will rent or sell these displays to 
other cooperatives. Anderson con¬ 
gratulated director Marion Chesnut 
on receiving his NRECA director’s 
certification for completing the re¬ 
quired NRECA courses. 

A detailed written report of the 
July 13 Soyland Power Cooperative 
board meeting was furnished by the 
manager. Director Warmbir also at¬ 
tended this meeting. Warmbir 
reported that he is a member of the 
Merger Committee and the Real 
Estate Committee and that both 
committees are meeting July 27. 
Warmbir invited all board members 
to attend the next Soyland board 
meeting that will be held in 
Springfield after the AIEC annual 
meeting. 

There being no additional infor¬ 
mation to come before the board, 
the meeting was adjourned. 
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General Manager's Comments by Wm. David Champion, Jr. 

Again this year, the Illinois Depart¬ 
ment of Energy and Natural Resources 
(ENR) will have grant money available for 
eligible members of electric cooperatives. 

This year Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative will receive $150,000 in 
grant funds. We have already sent 70 
grant applications to the ENR for con¬ 
sideration. These applications were the 
ones that we were holding from last year 
when our grant funds were depleted. If 
these applications are approved, we will 
use approximately $105,000 of this year’s 
allocation. That leaves us approximately 
$45,000 to distribute to our members 
through new applications. 

Members of EIEC who qualify for these 
grant funds can receive up to $1,500 if 
their income is 80 percent or less of the 
mean income of the area. Members 
whose income is between 80 percent and 
120 percent of the area’s median income 
may be eligible for a matching grant of 
up to $1,000. Members in this category 
must fund one-half of the project’s cost. 
Grant funds must be used for home im¬ 
provements that will reduce energy 
usage. Some of these include replacing 

inefficient heating systems, installing in¬ 
sulation, weatherstripping storm win¬ 
dows and doors and a number of other 
projects. 

In order to make application for one 
of the ENR grants, we ask that you call 
the member services department for an 
appointment. They will set a date to con¬ 
duct an audit of your home and deliver 
the application to you. 

To be considered for a grant, you must 
meet the following criteria: 

• You must be a member of Eastern 
Illini Electric Cooperative. 

• Your income must fall within the in¬ 
come guidelines (projected 1988 income). 
Please refer to the “Income Guidelines.” 

• You must be able to demonstrate a 
10-year pay back for the project. 

We will process the applications in the 
order that we receive them. Call the 
member services department now at 

1-800-824-5102 to set up an appointment 
because funding is limited. The member 
services staff will be able to provide you 
with additional information and assist 
you in determining what projects will be 
most helpful to you. 

Income guidelines 
FAMILY SIZE: 1 2 3 4 5 6 
TOTAL FAMILY 
INCOME: $17,500 $19,980 $22,490 $24,990 $26,550 $28,120 

100% Subsidy 
up to $1,500 

FAMILY SIZE: 1 2 3 4 5 6 
$17,500- $19,980- $22,490- $24,990- $26,550- $28,120 
26,250 29,970 33,735 37,485 39,825 42,180 

50% Subsidy up 
to $1,000 

(Note: Projected 1988 income should not include 
depreciation expense) 
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Members study water 
Dale and Pat Schleef had plenty 

of company August 30. People pok¬ 
ed around in their basement, 
studied some unclosed trenching 
beside their house and peered at 
their electric meter. 

Gerald and Edna Cluver had a 
similar experience the same day— 
people wandering in and out of 
their home, looking things over. 

Both couples, who live near 
Cissna Park, are Eastern Illini Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative members who have 
installed the latest in heating and 
cooling technology—the water 
source heat pump. And, the visitors 
were other EIEC members par¬ 
ticipating in a day-long workshop 
sponsored by EIEC to familiarize 
members with this technology. 

The Schleefs had just completed 
the installation of their unit, and 
the trench that contains the piping 
for the unit was left open tem¬ 
porarily so others could see how the 
closed loop is installed. 

At the Cluver residence, those at¬ 
tending the seminar could see the 
insides of the heat pump unit 
through a transparent plastic front 
panel. 

The field trips to the Schleef and 
Cluver homes came during the 
afternoon of the day’s activities. In 
the morning, some 60 people show¬ 
ed up at the Civic Center in Rantoul 

Butch Steiner of Steiner Sales and 
Service, Cissna Park, explains the 
technique of installing the piping 
used in the closed loop heat pump. 
Earl Boyce of Boyce Electric, 
Cissna Park, also participated in the 
day's activities. This project was 
under way on the farm of Dale and 
Pat Schleef, north of Cissna Park. 
Some 60 people turned out for the 
workshop. 

for explanations and demonstra¬ 
tions. 

Following a welcome by manager 
Dave Champion, the members at¬ 
tending the seminar learned how 
the system can provide heating and 
cooling comfort while lowering 
their cost of operation. 

Speakers included Steve Han¬ 
cock, EIEC manager of Member and 
Public Relations; Ray Weiss, EIEC 
marketing coordinator, and Steve 
Smith, manager of WaterFurnace of 

Illinois, a water source heat pump 
distributor that is a subsidiary of 
Soyland Power Cooperative, which 
is the cooperative’s power supplier. 

They covered a number of topics, 
including: 

• How a heat pump works 
• Water source heat pump 

efficiencies 
• Closed-loop or open-well water 

source heat pump applications 
• Heating domestic water with 

heat pumps 
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urce heat pump 
• Expense and return on 

investment 
Some attending brought a record 

of their annual costs for heating and 
cooling and, through a computer 
program, compared those with costs 
of the water source heat pump 
system. 

Smith outlined the types of water 
source heat pumps, detailed the 
piping materials used, and discuss¬ 
ed horizontal and vertical loop in¬ 
stallations. He also used several 
computer-generated cost-and- 
consumption analyses to show the 
annual operating expenses of 
various heating and cooling units 
and configurations. 

In the morning session, Smith 

also demonstrated the fusion pro¬ 
cess used to connect sections of the 
loop pipe. Chris Williams and 
Sonny Hampton of WaterFurnace 
of Illinois demonstrated a working 
water source heat pump and 
assisted in answering questions. 

During the afternoon tour, par¬ 
ticipants were bused north to the 
Cissna Park area where they in¬ 
spected the two installations and 
talked with the homeowners 
involved. 

The Schleefs had just completed 
their installation, a horizontal loop 
system with a propane gas back-up 
heating system to qualify for the low 
Dual Heat rate the cooperative of¬ 
fers. The switching between the two 

heating systems will be automatic as 
peak demand and temperature con¬ 
ditions dictate. EIEC left a section 
of the trench open to enable 
members to see the loop in the 
ground. At the Cluver home just 
north of Cissna Park, members in¬ 
spected the completed system and 
talked with the couple about 
operating costs and other details 
about the installation. The Cluvers 
are also on the Dual Heat rate of 2.9 
cents for off-peak heating kilowatt- 
hours, but use a fireplace for their 
backup heat source. Their total 
heating costs for the 1987-88 
heating season were under $100. 

“We were pleased with the turn¬ 
out for the workshop,” Champion 
said. “This type of heating-cooling 
system, when coupled with our Dual 
Heat rate, offers members the best 
in home comfort and cost control. 
Special thanks go to the Schleefs 
and the Cluvers for allowing us to 
visit their homes.” 

Clockwise from above: Steve Smith, manager of WaterFurnace of Illinois, 
demonstrates the fusing process that bonds sections of the closed loop 
pipe. A working demonstration model of a WaterFurnace provides 
workshop participants with the chance to learn more about the water 
source heat pump. Ray Weiss (center), marketing coordinator for EIEC, 
talks with members about the Dual Heat options available for Cooperative 
members. 
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Board meeting report <z 
The regular meeting of the board 

of directors of Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative was held at the 
cooperative headquarters on 
August 23, 1988. 

The board approved the minutes 
of the July 26, 1988, meeting and a 
statement of revenues and expenses 
for the month endingjuly 31, 1988. 
Information contained in this 
report included: Total Operating 
revenues, $1,348,303; Total 
Operating Expenses, $1,344,474; 
Total Cost of Electric Service, 
$1,527,791, Operating Margins, 
($169,001) and Total Year-to-Date 
Margins, $156,536. 

During the month of July, 95 
members joined the cooperative 
and 86 terminated their 
memberships. 

President Raber reported that the 
Special Committee had met on 
August 15 to discuss the selection 
process of the Nominating Commit¬ 
tee and that the committee recom¬ 
mends that the board of directors 
consider a bylaw change at the 1989 
annual meeting which will allow for 
Nominating Committee members 
to be elected through mail balloting 
by district. The board approved 
bringing this bylaw change recom¬ 
mendation to the membership for 
their consideration at the next an¬ 
nual meeting. Raber added that the 
executive committee had met 
August 8 to discuss personnel mat¬ 
ters. The Executive Committee’s 
report was approved. 

The board was furnished with a 
marketing report providing infor¬ 
mation on the fair activities, plans 
for the August 30 water source heat 
pump field day, ENR grant pro¬ 
gram, ERC loan program and IFEC 
participation in the Farm Progress 
Show. 

In other action the board approv¬ 
ed the Pesotum driveway entrance 
project, which is necessary in order 
to meet the requirements of the Il¬ 
linois Department of Transporta¬ 
tion, hiring the consulting engineer¬ 
ing firm of Allgeier, Martin & 
Associates, Joplin, Missouri, con¬ 
tracting with Central Area Data Pro¬ 
cessing, St. Louis, Missouri, to pro- 
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vide a new mapping system for the 
cooperative, hiring a part-time stu¬ 
dent from the Paxton High School 
work program, rocking the Gilman 
pole yard, donating $100 to the Il¬ 
linois 4-H Foundation and paying 
the 1989 NRECA dues. 

Information was provided to the 
board on the status of the ERC loan 
program, the progress in changing 
the rules on above-ground fuel 
storage, and the receipt of 
workman’s compensation refunds 
in the amount of $8,117 due to a re¬ 
cent insurance audit. 

Director Laverl Byers was 
selected as the NRECA delegate for 
the NRECA Region V meeting to be 
held in Springfield September 
13-15, and director Charles Cole 
was selected as the alternate. 
Selected as CFC delegate for that 
meeting was director Perry Pratt 
and director Marion Chesnut was 
selected as the alternate. 

A two-phase service contract with 
Onarga Nursery Company, Onarga, 
and a three-phase service contract 
with Peoples Gas, Light and Coke 
Co., Fisher, was approved. 

Approval was given for manager 
Champion to attend an economic 
development conference in 
Chicago September 15 and 16. The 
board also submitted the name of 
manager Champion in nomination 
to the Illinois Cooperative Coor¬ 
dinating Committee Awards selec¬ 
tion for their consideration. Awards 
will be presented during October 
Cooperative Month to three in¬ 
dividuals who have made outstan¬ 
ding contributions to cooperatives 
and the cooperative way of doing 
business. 

A rate phase-in plan was 
presented to the board for its con¬ 
sideration. The plan will put all 
members on a common rate and 
will be a revenue-neutral change. 
This plan also provides for 15 mills 
per kilowatt-hour to be added to the 
rates of former Illini members. 
Single-phase users will have a com¬ 
mon facilities rate of $10 for 10 
KVA of capacity and a 35 cent 
charge will be added for each addi¬ 
tional KVA of capacity. Members 

using three-phase service will have 
a common facilities charge of $35 
for 30 KVA of capacity and addi¬ 
tional capacity will be billed at 35 
cents for each KVA. The rate phase- 
in plan was approved and will be 
implemented January 1, 1989. 

Directors Larry Anderson and 
Gene Warmbir attended the August 
17 safety meeting and reported that 
they had found the thumper 
demonstration very interesting. 
This equipment is used for testing 
underground cable. Other informa¬ 
tion on personnel matters and job 
training and safety was provided. 

A report was given by director 
Larry Anderson on the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
board of directors meeting that was 
held immediately following the 
close of the AIEC annual meeting 
on August 11, 1988. This meeting 
was a reorganizational meeting and 
new officers were elected. During 
this meeting, they had set the date 
and time of the next annual 
meeting. 

A written report of the Soyland 
Power Cooperative board of direc¬ 
tors meeting held on August 11 
following the AIEC annual meeting 
was provided by manager Cham¬ 
pion. Soyland established a couple 
of new peaks during July and they 
plan to hold a marketing con¬ 
ference in October. Director Warm¬ 
bir also attended this meeting. 

There being no additional infor¬ 
mation to come before the board, 
the meeting was adjourned. 
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General Manager's Comments by Wm. David Champion, Jr. 

Since the consolidation of 
Eastern Illinois Power Cooperative 
and Illini Electric Cooperative on 
September 1, 1987, your board of 
directors has been working on the 
development of the rate phase-in 
plan for the new organization. As 
explained in the consolidation plan, 
it will take about eight years (seven 
now) to phase the rates of the two 
former cooperatives into one com¬ 
mon EIEC rate. 

The rate phase-in plan has now 
been completed and approved by 
the board of directors. As a result 
of careful studying and review of 
the costs to serve our members, the 
board has approved a plan which 
incorporates a common administra¬ 
tion of rules right down to the 
language that is printed in each of 
the rates. The only difference bet¬ 
ween former EIPC members’ rates 
and former IEC members’ rates will 
be a 1.5 cent differential in each 
rate block during the phase-in years. 
All other components are identical 
with this change. 

By now, I’m sure you are wonder¬ 
ing about the impact on your bill. 
These changes are designed to be 
revenue-neutral for the cooperative, 
which is to say that we will not be 
collecting any more or any less from 
the membership under the new rate 
schedules. However, any time the 
rate blocks are changed or there is 
a change in any portion of a rate for 
that matter, some individual con¬ 
sumers may be affected slightly. 

It is not our intention to raise 
rates nor do the new rates do so. 
Our preliminary budget informa¬ 

tion for 1989 indicates that we will 
not need to raise rates next year, 
and we will do everything we can to 
make that come true. 

The new General Service single¬ 
phase rate which will be in effect for 

all bills rendered on or after 

February 1, 1989, is highlighted in 
Table 1. 

If you are receiving service under 
the General Service three-phase 
rates, the rates would be the same 
as in Table 1 except the facility 
charge is expanded to $35 per 
month for up to 30 KVA. 

The single-phase calculation in 
Table 2 demonstrates the minimal 
impact created by this very impor¬ 
tant transition for EIEC. (This ex¬ 
ample assumes a 10-KVA 
transformer and wholesale power 
costing 6.5 cents.) 

Table 1 

Facility Charge: $10.00 per month for up to 10 KVA of transformer capacity which shall 
be increased by 35 cents per KVA above 10 KVA. 

Former Former 
Energy Charge: EIPC Area IEC Area 
First 500 kwh per month 10.4* or 11.9* per kwh 
Next 500 kwh per month 9.3* or 10.8* per kwh 
Next 500 kwh per month 7.5* or 9.0* per kwh 
Next 1,500 kwh per month 7.4* or 8.9* per kwh 
Over 3,000 kwh per month 6.0* or 7.5* per kwh 
(The 1.5C per rate block difference must remain for seven more years.) 
Wholesale Power Cost Adjustments: The kilo watt-watt hour charges in the above rate 
are based upon an average wholesale power cost of 6.3 cents ($.063). These charges 
shall be increased 0.011 cents ($.00011) per kilowatt-hour for each 0.01 cents ($.00010) 
or major fraction thereof, by which the Cooperative's total cost of wholesale power plus 
rate incentives, as determined by the board of directors, in force from time to time ex¬ 
ceeds 6.3 cents ($.063) per kilowatt-hour. 

Champion 

Table 2 
Former Eastern Area Former Illini Area 

kwh 
Block Present Proposed Percent Present Proposed Percent 

0 $10.00 $10.00 0.0000% $9.36 $10.00 6.8376% 
500 64.00 63.10 -1.4063% 67.76 70.60 4.1913% 

1,000 110.00 110.70 0.6364% 126.16 125.70 -0.3646% 
1,500 148.50 149.30 0.5387% 173.86 171.80 -1.1849% 
2,000 187.00 187.40 0.2139% 221.56 217.40 -1.8776% 
2,500 225.50 225.50 0.0000% 265.51 263.00 -0.9454% 
3,000 264.00 263.60 -0.1515% 309.46 308.60 -0.2779% 
3,500 295.00 294.70 -0.1017% 353.41 347.20 -1.7572% 
4,000 326.00 325.80 -0.0613% 397.36 385.80 -2.9092% 
4,500 357.00 356.90 -0.0280% 441.31 424.40 -3.8318% 
5,000 388.00 388.00 0.0000% 485.26 463.00 -4.5872% 

Members, directors and 
employees alike are anxiously look¬ 
ing forward to the day that the rates 
will be exactly the same, but while 

we are waiting, let’s not forget that 

we are saving money as a result of 
the consolidation. Rates for all 
members are lower than they would 
otherwise have been because we 

have already avoided rate increases. 
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POPCORN 
Beebe/S te venson 
strives for best 

In 1986, the people at 
Beebe/Stevenson Popcorn Com¬ 
pany put together a booklet com¬ 
memorating the 50th anniversary of 
the firm, which is located near 
Cissna Park. In addition to explain¬ 
ing about the history of the com¬ 
pany and popcorn in general, they 
included a section entitled “Know 
Your Popcorn ABC’s.” 

Credited to the Popcorn Institute, 
the ABC’s list is 26 reasons for pop¬ 
corn’s popularity and why you 
should eat the fluffy stuff. But, com¬ 
pared to the way the Beebe/Steven¬ 
son people promote their product, 
the list seems short. And, a tour of 
the company’s operation and a taste 
of the popcorn back up their 
enthusiasm. 

They aren’t the only ones who are 
enthusiastic about Beebe/Stevenson 
Gourmet Style Popping Corn. 
Wayne Stevenson, one of the prin¬ 
cipals in the 52-year-old firm, says 
business is good. Gross sales are up 
50 percent over a year ago. 

Popcorn packed for popping in 
microwave ovens is the big thing 
now for the popcorn industry, and 
Beebe/Stevenson has taken advan¬ 
tage of the consumer’s interest in 
convenience and speed to put 
together its unique microwave pop¬ 
corn. Stevenson points out that 
Beebe/Stevenson microwave 
packages feature the “susceptor” 
bag. The susceptor strip in the bag 
tends to concentrate the 
microwaves to improve popping 
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ty kernel. That calls for care during 
the whole processing operation, 
whether the corn is destined for the 
3.5-ounce microwave packages; for 
the four-ounce and one-, two-, or 
three-pound poly bags; larger 
10-pound paper-poly bags; 32-ounce 
plastic jars, or 50-pound sacks. 
Quality control is tight, Stevenson 
says, including critical sorting to 
assure uniform sizing of the kernels. 

Jim Beebe, general manager, ex¬ 
plains that moisture content is im¬ 
portant for popcorn. “We try to 
hold the moisture at 14.25 percent,” 
Jim says. And, he points out, 
avoiding damage to the hull is also 
very important. Hull damage or too 
high or too low moisture will result 
in poor popping and tough pop¬ 
corn, he says. 

Beebe/Stevenson draws its history 
from the original popcorn company 
of Mildred and Joe Beebe, Jim’s 
parents. In 1936 Mildred and Joe 
began growing popcorn. Selling 
corn mostly in 50-pound bags, they 
built the business. Many theatres in 
the area used their popcorn. In 
1959, they moved the operation to 
Claytonville, and the business grew 
bigger. They were no longer able to 
produce all the corn they could sell, 
so they began contracting with 
farmers in the area. They became 
popcorn exporters, shipping bulk 
supplies to Canada and overseas. 
One of their big customers then, 
Jim says, was Crackerjack. 

Before long they began packag- 

The distinctive Beebe/Stevenson 
label, used on all of the company's 
products. 

performance, Stevenson adds. A key 
difference between Beebe/Steven¬ 
son microwave popcorn and some 
other brands is that the Cissna Park 
company uses soybean oil, not palm 
oil or other tropical oils that are 
high in saturated fats. 

The microwave packaging has 
revolutionized the popcorn in¬ 
dustry. Of the 11 billion quarts of 
popcorn consumed each year, 
microwave popcorn accounts for 44 
percent of all unpopped corn sold. 

Beebe/Stevenson popcorn has a 
general unique quality that runs 
throughout the entire line of pro¬ 
ducts. From the harvesting on the 
ear, to the slow drying, to the old- 
fashioned sheller, Beebe/Stevenson 
strives to deliver the highest quali- 
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ing the small bags for retail sales, 
and in the following decades the 
company would begin reaching two 
new markets: fund raising organiza¬ 
tions and private label packaging. 

Stevenson, an Oxford, Indiana, 
resident who is married to Jim’s 
sister, Teressa, began his involve¬ 
ment with the company in 1972. He 
is a farm manager for Farmcraft 
Service, managing farms in east- 
central Illinois and northwest In¬ 
diana. His farm management 
background has been valuable in 
development of the product line, 
packaging and advertising. Jim and 

his wife, Joy, live in Danville. She is 
a music teacher at Meade Park and 
Northeast Elementary Schools 
there, and she and Jim, a former 

English and music-theatre teacher, 
operate Sunshine II Productions, 
Ltd., a summer theatre production 
company in Danville. 

The Beebe/Stevenson line of 
retail products is available in many 
outlets throughout the east-central 
Illinois area, explains David Drook 
of Champaign, sales manager. In ad¬ 
dition, the firm can package gift 
packs to meet clients’ special needs 
and has a standard gift pack of one 
quart of popcorn and one quart of 
soybean oil. This is available with or 
without salt, Stevenson adds. 
Custom packaging makes up about 
half of the company’s sales volume. 

Many schools and youth organiza¬ 
tions use Beebe/Stevenson in their 
fund-raising programs, he adds. 

Beebe/Stevenson prides itself as 
an Illinois company using Illinois 
resources. One of its biggest ac¬ 
counts is with the Illinois Farm 
Bureau, which puts its label on the 
popcorn. In recent years, the Farm 
Bureau has used Beebe/Stevenson 
in its program of working with 
other states to introduce Illinois 
products to consumers in those 
other states. 

Also involved in the operation 
are Tom and Karen Wellborn of 
Cissna Park. 

Retail purchases may be made at 
the farm near Cissna Park, and the 
company is looking for distributors. 
Those interested in further infor¬ 
mation should call Beebe/Stevenson 
at 1-815-457-2293 and ask for Karen. 

Clockwise from above: 
From left are Joy Beebe, 
David Drook, Wayne 
Stevenson and Tom 
Wellborn in the company 
warehouse. EIEC mana¬ 
ger Dave Champion 
(right) talks with Jim 
Beebe (left) and Steven¬ 
son. Karen Wellborn 
handles office duties. 
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Board meeting report <2 

On September 27, 1988, the board of directors of 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative held their regular 
meeting at the cooperative’s headquarters in Paxton. 

The board approved the minutes of the August 23, 
1988, meeting. A statement of revenues and expenses 
for the month ending August 31, 1988, was presented 
and included the following information: Total 
Operating Revenues, $1,597,474; Total Operating Ex¬ 
penses, $1,403,514; Total Cost of Electric Service, 
$1,579,026; Operating Margins, $30,585 and Total Year- 
to-Date Margins, $187,121. This report was also 
approved. 

Joining the cooperative during the month of August 
were 100 new members. Members terminating totaled 
103. 

A marketing report was furnished to the board. It 
contained information on the water source heat pump 
field day held August 30 and advised that the DENR 
grant funds that were allocated to the cooperative for 
this year have already been depleted and a file is be¬ 
ing kept of additional requests. 

In order to implement the rate phase-in plan, the 
board adopted new rate schedules that will be effec¬ 
tive with bills rendered on and after February 1, 1989. 
Manager Champion explained that these new rate 
schedules are revenue-neutral and would not have a 
significant impact on any class of members. 

In other actions the board approved Unlimited Vi¬ 
sions using the cooperative’s toll free number, renting 
the Pesotum warehouse to the Illinois State Police for 
CPR and first aid training and to review existing and 
new laws, entering into a three-phase service contract 
with Trevacam, Inc., Forrest, signing a Subordination 
of Surface Rights agreement for the State of Illinois, 
which will allow the state to use cooperative easements 
on three parcels of land along the highway between 
Ivesdale and Sadorus where the state is doing some 
work on a bridge, paying $195 in dues to the Utility 
Telecommunication Council which supports and ex¬ 
pedites obtaining radio frequencies for the 
cooperatives, establishing a money market account with 
the First National Bank of Champaign and using its 
electronic In Touch Cash Management Program and 
authorizing the general manager and manager of 
finance and accounting to instruct CFC to use matur¬ 
ing commercial paper to make quarterly payments to 

REA and/or CFC. 
Champion advised the board that the State of Illinois 

is cracking down on issuing permanent mount “PM” 
license plates and that the cooperative would no longer 
be able to license their bucket trucks in this manner. 
This will result in higher licensing costs. 

The manager provided the board with a monthly 
construction and maintenance report summary so that 
they would be aware of the type of work the crews are 
doing in the field. He also announced that the pole 
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testing program had been completed for the year. Ap¬ 
proximately 10,000 poles were tested and 845 were 
found to be defective and will be replaced. 

A safety meeting was held on September 7. Direc¬ 
tors Jay Stiehl and Glenn Anderson attended the 
meeting and reported that it was very informative. 
Slides and videotapes were shown at the safety meeting 
on aerial basket procedures, welding safety, accidents 
and ways that they could have been prevented, strap 
hoists and ladder safety, and the use of power 
capacitors. Manager Champion provided a job train¬ 
ing and safety report and discussed other personnel 
matters. 

Directors Charles Cole, James Beatty, Larry Ander¬ 
son, Dean Ward, Perry Pratt, Jay Stiehl and Laverl Byers 
and manager Champion attended the NRECA Region 
V meeting in Springfield August 13-15. They reported 
that the meeting was a good one and that cooperatives 
were encouraged to become actively involved with 
economic development. Director Stiehl served as a 
sergeant-at-arms. 

On September 15-16, manager Champion attended 
an economic development training seminar in Chicago 
sponsored by the PHH Fantus Corporation. Champion 
summarized this very interesting and enlightening 
seminar and told the board that he was committed to 
promote and support economic development in EIEC’s 
service area. He also encouraged directors to attend 
the marketing seminar being sponsored by Soyland 
Power Cooperative on October 6-7. 

A report was given by director Larry Anderson on 
the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives board 
meeting that he attended on September 15. He 
presented EIEC with an ACRE certificate that recogniz¬ 
ed the cooperative for having 100 percent of its direc¬ 
tors and staff as ACRE members. Anderson added that 
the audit was reviewed and the board was advised of 
the courses that will be available for cooperative direc¬ 
tors and employees through the Continuing Education 
Program. 

Director Gene Warmbir provided an oral report of 
the information meeting and board of directors 
meeting that Soyland held on September 7. His report 
was supplemented by a written report provided by 
Champion. Topics discussed included the new Soyland 
organizational chart, director selection and qualifica¬ 
tions, the budget and financial information, the Clin¬ 
ton commercial in-service date, interconnection policy, 
CIPS contract, power supply report and economic 
development. 

Manager Champion announced that the cooperative 
hopes to mail capital credit checks to members in 
October. 

There being no further business to come before 
board, the meeting was adjourned. 
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General Manager's Comments by Wm. David Champion, Jr. 

EIEC LOAN APPROVED 
We have been notified that the Rural 

Electrification Administration has ap¬ 
proved a loan to Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative. 

The loan is the first for Eastern Illini 
since its inception a year ago. 

The new 5 percent loan amounts to 
$8.8 million from REA and $1.2 million 
from the National Rural Utilities 
Cooperative Finance Corporation (CFC). 
These funds will be utilized for the 
Cooperative’s first construction work 
plan, which calls for replacement and 
upgrading of some of the Cooperative’s 
electric lines. These funds will also be 
utilized to reduce the effects of high-cost 
debt that impacted the Cooperative dur¬ 
ing high inflation years. 

REA has justified this low-cost loan to 
EIEC based upon the hardship created by 
high electric rates. The board of directors 
and management of your Cooperative 
have insisted that this loan is a vital com¬ 
ponent of the consolidation rate phase- 
in plan over the next few years. We com¬ 
mend REA for responding to the needs 
of our members. 

UNLIMITED VISIONS — 
ALL SERVICES AND ONE CHECK 
When you received your October bill, 

the “Power Lines” announced the new 
programming package and pricing that 
is available through the cooperative’s sub¬ 
sidiary, Unlimited Visions. 

The basic package offers 17 channels 
that gives you a complete program 
package and a wide variety of television 
enjoyment. 

You can subscribe to the basic package 
for $11.95 a month, or you can save by 
paying $120 annually. 

We are very excited that we can now 
offer you the premium channels such as 
HBO, Cinemax, and Disney. You can 
watch the latest movies on HBO and 
Cinemax and enjoy entertainment for the 

entire family on the Disney Channel at 
an affordable cost. Monthly costs for 
these three premium channels are $9.95 
for HBO, $9.95 for Cinemax and $7.95 
for Disney. If you subscribe to all three, 
the monthly cost will be $22.95 a month, 
and yearly subscriptions will result in ad¬ 
ditional savings. 

If you have a satellite dish and decoder, 
we can turn on scrambled programming 
from our office the same day. If not, 
Unlimited Visions also sells or leases 
Videocipher IPs and can arrange financ¬ 
ing to purchase a complete satellite 
system. 

I would like to make one very impor¬ 
tant point. Unlimited Visions can provide 
your complete satellite and programming 
needs. Instead of subscribing from 
several different sources for programm¬ 
ing and then writing multiple checks, you 
can call Unlimited Visions and obtain all 
equipment and programming and write 
one check. That’s an advantage of deal¬ 
ing with you local Cooperative. 

Call Unlimited Visions, 1-800-824-5102, 
for your TV entertainment needs, a new 
service from your old friends at EIEC. 
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<2 Board meeting report HD 

The regular meeting of the board 
of directors of Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative was held at the Coop¬ 
erative’s headquarters in Paxton on 
October 25, 1988. 

Minutes of the September 27, 
1988, meeting were approved. A 
statement of revenues and expenses 
for the month ending September 30, 
1988, was presented and included 
the following information: Total 
Operating Revenues, $1,601,113; 
Total Operating Expenses, 
$1,254,315; Total Cost of Electric 
Service, $1,436,439; Operating 
Margins, $173,271, and Total Year- 
to-Date Margins, $360,392. This 
report also was approved. 

During the month of September, 
81 membersjoined the Cooperative 
and 85 members terminated their 
memberships. 

Manager Champion advised that 
he will invite the members of the 
Nominating Committee to attend 
the November 22, 1988, board 
meeting and that the Nominating 
Committee will meet that same day. 
Other meetings scheduled are the 
Member Advisory Committee meet¬ 
ing on November 15, the Audit and 
Finance Committee and the Execu¬ 
tive Committee on November 18, the 
Member and Public Relations Com¬ 
mittee and the Annual Meeting Plan¬ 
ning Committee on December 5. 

A marketing report was furnished 
to the board giving detailed 
information on the activities of the 
Member Services Department. 
Implementing an electric thermal 
storage (ETS) pilot program is being 
investigated. The Illinois Depart¬ 
ment of Energy and Natural 
Resources has approved 60 applica 
tions for grant funds and is com¬ 
pleting its review process on the last 
few applications. Additional 
requests are not being accepted due 
to the depletion of funds. Through 
the ERC loan program, 131 members 
have received a total of $326,225.94 
in loan funds. Funds allocated for 
this quarter have already been 
exhausted, and the program is on 
hold until more funds are available. 
Jerry Haile of rural Paxton has been 
hired to fill the vacancy in the 
department. 

The board approved a budget of 

$2,000 that will come out of the 
Soyland electric heat retention 
funds for joint promotion of the 
ground source heat pump with 
WaterFurnace of Illinois and the 
investor-owned utilities, an amend¬ 
ment to Regulation 12, Billing (the 
amendment deals with deferred pay¬ 
ments and unbilled service), a con¬ 
tract with Electric Laboratories and 
Sales Corp., Mattoon, to test 600 
meters in Region 2 (former IEC ser¬ 
vice area), leasing the tillable ground 
at the Pesotum facility to Vernon 
Kleiss, allowing the Paxton FFA to 
use the land behind the head¬ 
quarters building in Paxton as their 
class project for 1989, changing the 
regularly scheduled board meeting 
to December 20 from December 27, 
purchasing jackets or vests to be 
given as safety accreditation awards 
to all employees and authorized the 
president and manager to sign REA 
form 268, Report of Compliance and 
Participation. 

Champion pointed out that it 
would be possible to refinance a 13 
percent interest loan with CFC in the 
amount of $165,450,04. The board 
discussed the refinancing, and it will 
act on this matter in December. He 
announced that the loan from REA 
and CFC was approved but that the 
cooperative had not received the 
loan documents. As soon as the 
documents are in hand, we will begin 
to requisition funds. A problem that 
occurred on an interruptible ac¬ 
count was explained by the manager. 
He also provided information on the 
Kellogg case and recent fuel 
purchases. 

Champion stated that he was very 
pleased with the favorable phone 
calls and letters that he had receiv¬ 
ed since the cooperative mailed the 
10,669 capital credits checks 
October 13. Directors also reported 
that they had heard nice comments. 

An update on job training and 
safety activities was given by Cham¬ 
pion. CPR training classes were held 
October 11-13 and October 18-20 at 
the cooperative office by employee 
Alan Schweighart, who is a certified 
Red Cross Instructor. A safety 
meeting was scheduled October 27 
with directors Byers and Chesnut 
scheduled to attend that meeting. 

Employees Alan Schweighart, Larry 
Carter and Lyle Kofoot served as 
instructors in the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperative’s Hot 
Line School held in Springfield for 
cooperative employees throughout 
the state. Other matters concerning 
personnel were discussed by the 
manager. 

Directors Dean Ward, Charles 
Cole, Jim Beatty, Perry Pratt and 
manager Champion highlighted the 
“Broadening Our Horizons” 
seminar that was sponsored by 
Soyland, WIPCO and AIEC and they 
reported that it was very good and 
enlightening. Employees Steve 
Hancock and Ray Weiss also attend¬ 
ed this seminar. An NRECA course 
entitled “Being a Board Member — 
The Total Job” is being offered in 
Springfield November 3 and 4. 
Several directors plan to attend that 
course. Champion added that he and 
Steve Hancock had attended the 
Farm Progress Show and worked in 
the booth sponsored by the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
and the Illinois Farm Electrification 
Council. He commented that the 
time spent was very worthwhile. 

Director Larry Anderson report¬ 
ed on the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative’s board of directors 
meeting that he had attended 
October 20, 1988. The AIEC board 
had discussed in length thejennmar 
lawsuit against Clay Electric. Ander¬ 
son also encouraged board members 
to become members of the IEC 
Credit Union. 

Due to director Gene Warmbir be¬ 
ing unable to attend the October 13 
Soyland board meeting, alternate 
director James Beatty reported that 
the board had approved a revised 
1988 budget, the 1988 phase-in plan 
and the rebate of approximately 
$1,500,000 of power costs. They 
discussed the status report on the 
Clinton power plant operations and 
that electric heat rebate checks were 
mailed out in early October. The 
1989 budget will be reviewed at the 
November meeting. A written report 
was also furnished by manager 
Champion. 

There being no further business to 
come before the board, the meeting 
was adjourned. 
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General Manager's Comments by Wm. David Champion, Jr. 

Your Cooperative is again sponsoring 
the “Youth to Washington” Essay Con¬ 
test. Winners of the Washington tour 
will gather in Springfield on June 16, 
1989, with more than 50 essay winners 
from other participating rural electric 
cooperatives in Illinois. They will join 
some 1,000 other students in 
Washington from rural electric 
cooperatives across the country. The 
one-week chaperoned bus tour is spon¬ 
sored by local cooperatives, the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
and the National Rural Electric 
Cooperatives Association and will in¬ 
clude visits to historic shrines, the halls 
of Congress and other sites in and 
around Washington, D.C. Winners will 
also get to meet Congressmen and 
perhaps even the President. 

We have added some incentives to 
our essay contest this year. The first- 
place winner will receive a trip to 
Washington and a $200 Savings Bond, 
the second-place winner will receive a 
trip to Washington and a $100 Savings 
Bond and the third-place winner will 
receive a trip to Washington and a $75 
Savings Bond. Students who place 
fourth through eighth will receive $50 

Savings Bonds. The sponsoring instruc¬ 
tor of each of the eight finalists will 
receive a special gift. All eight finalists 
will attend Illinois Rural Youth Day in 
Springfield on April 11, 1989, for a VIP 
tour of historic and governmental sites. 

All high school sophomore and 
junior students in EIEC’s service area 
are eligible to enter. Students must sub¬ 
mit an essay on the subject “Eastern 
Illini Electric Cooperative — Taking 
That Extra Step To Build A Better 
Tomorrow.” 

I invite all sophomores and juniors to 
enter. For further details, complete the 
entry blank and mail it to the 
cooperative or call our toll free number 
1-800-824-5102 or 217-379-2326 in 
Paxton, and we will provide you with an 
entry form, contest rules and 
background material. Essays will be due 
in our office March 10, 1989. On March 
20, eight essays will be chosen by a com¬ 
mittee of judges who will make selec¬ 
tions on originality, composition, 
accuracy of facts and editorial per¬ 
suasiveness. The contest will be held on 
April 3, 1989, at the Lakeview Country 
Club in Loda and the winners will be 
announced. 

j 1 
■ Clip and Mail to: 
| Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 

P.O. Box 96 
Paxton, Illinois 60957 Date  

I Wish to enter the “Youth to Washington” essay contest. 

| (Name of Applicant)  (Age)   

(Name of Parents)  I 

| (Mailing Address)   j 

j (Phone Number)  

I (High School)  (Class/Year)   

I J 
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Kay and Carol Browning and their unusual Model T 

T' Snowmobile 
Neighbors used to do a quick 

double take when they saw Carol 
and Kay Browning of rural Sadorus 
cruising around in their 
snowmobile, but they’re kind of 
used to the sight now. The Brown¬ 
ings’ “snowmobile” isn’t anything 
like the little vehicles most people 
buzz around in when the snow’s 
deep enough to have a little fun. 

The snowmobile the Eastern Illini 
members drive is based on a 1923 
Model T Ford touring car and looks 
more like a halftrack with skis than 
one of today’s sleek little jobs. 

When it was built, it was, like the 
Model T itself, a strictly utilitarian 
piece of machinery. The Model T, 
or Tin Lizzie, or flivver, or Model 
Tom — only a few of the reasonably 
polite nicknames for the immensely 
popular car — was designed from 
the ground up to be inexpensive 
enough that anybody could afford 
to buy one and was intended to pro¬ 
vide basic transportation. It sold by 
the millions. It was many years later 
that a single line of cars outsold the 
T, and that was when another bare- 

bones car, the Volkswagen Beetle, 
hit the market. 

The Browning car is just one of 
two in their stable that are ready to 
run, and another is in the works. 
Carol, who notes with a chuckle that 
the ski-car “is probably the most 
useless thing I own,” is still pleased 
with it. 

He is a second-generation Model 
T enthusiast, and two more genera¬ 
tions are involved, too. “My mother 
got my dad started, by pushing him 
to get a hobby to keep him from go¬ 
ing crazy,” Carol says, “and my kids 
and grandkids are interested, too.” 

“The snowmobile was developed 
by a doctor,” Carol notes. “He got 
stuck in the snow while on the way 
to help a sick patient, and the 
patient died. The doctor decided to 
try to find a way to get through 
when the weather was 
uncooperative. He devised a truck 
axle, a couple of extra wheels, a 
crawler-type tread and skis to take 
the place of the front wheels, and 
was on his way.” 

The rig worked fine, Carol says, 
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and the inventor thought there 
might be a market for the kit, for 
others who had to get through 
regardless, such as mail carriers. 
Unable to get any manufacturers 



interested, he went to Ford. The 
company didn’t believe there was 
enough of a market for the conver¬ 
sions to make them worthwhile and 
decided not to provide them. 

Eventually, some 1,500 units were 
produced for the Army, mail 
carriers, doctors and park rangers. 

“The touring car wouldn’t be 
your usual car for conversion,” 
Carol says, “because a lot of what 
the Army would have needed would 
have been ambulances and other 
enclosed cars. Occasionally a high- 
ranking officer might have had an 
open car converted so his troops 
could see him as he was driven by, 
and that’s probably why this one 
was converted.” 

The Brownings almost didn’t buy 
the outfit. “We went to see it,” Carol 
says, “and it was literally a basket 
case. I didn’t think it was worth the 
trouble, and we came back home. A 
little later Kay said, ‘Let’s go back 
and get that car!’ and we did. It took 
a lot of work to restore it, but it was 
worth it. It’s so uncommon that 
many people think we made it 

ourselves, and that the real conver¬ 
sion never existed.” 

Their other car, a 1925 sedan, 
runs on regular tires and is the most 
practical of the family’s “Lizzies.” 

Carol notes with wry amusement 
that he had a devil of a time getting 
insurance on it. “Our insurance 
company had just announced a 
special policy for antique cars,” he 
says, “and I went in and talked to 
my agent about it. He refused to 
write a policy, because he thought 
I’d go racing up and down the 
highways. It’s kind of funny, 
because a Model T’s top speed is 
about legal minimum on the Inter¬ 
states. I asked him to call the home 
office, and he did. Then he wrote 
the policy. There’s a world of 
difference between a restored 
Model T and a hot rod based on the 
same car.” 

Another bureaucratic glitch 
plagued antique enthusiasts, and 
that was the requirement that they 
use regular license plates, rather 
than the vintage ones. “We weren’t 
trying to get out of paying for 
plates,” he says, “but we thought the 
cars looked better with the same 
plates that they’d have had back 
when they were being used. We 
finally got a law passed saying that 

we could use vintage plates, provid¬ 
ed that we kept a set of regular 
plates in the glove compartment. 
That turned out to be a problem 
because the Model T doesn’t have 

a glove compartment, but we just 
keep them in the car.” 

A glove compartment isn’t the 
only thing a T doesn’t have. 
Generally, there were no 
instruments at all. Models that 
boasted a generator also had an 
ammeter to indicate when juice was 
going to the battery, but nothing 
else came with the car. 

A driver sliding behind the wheel 
of a T was faced with a big wind¬ 
shield — with a hand crank for the 
windshield wiper — and a stark 
dashboard. The steering column 
sported a spark lever and throttle, 
and three pedals protruded from 
the floor. The left one was the “gear 
shift.” Pressed all the way in, it 
engaged low gear. Let halfway out, 
the transmission was in neutral. All 
the way out was high gear. There 
were only two. The middle pedal 
was reverse, and the right engaged 
the two-wheel brakes. There was no 
accelerator pedal in the earlier 
models. 

There was a lever at the driver’s 
left knee, and a combination choke 
and carburetor adjustment control 
under the dash at the far right. A 
key and magneto switch graced the 
dashboard center. On many cars, 
starting was by what was more or 
less jokingly called “the armstrong 
method”: A hand crank at the front 
of the car. Those who didn’t crank 
carefully were apt to experience a 
broken arm. The engine, which 
kicked out some 22 horsepower, 
could bite back hard if the spark 
lever wasn’t adjusted just right. 

Even with their frailties and 
faults, Ford’s flivvers were loved by 
many, and aftermarket items were 
incredibly popular. Radiator caps 
with built-in thermometers were 
popular, and so were outside mir¬ 
rors, as well as just about anything 
that would add a little sparkle to a 
car that was almost always “basic 
black.” Accelerator pedals sold well, 
too, and so did self starters and 
water pumps. 

While faster, more dependable 
and easier-to-use cars have long 
since supplanted the T, many peo¬ 
ple still love them, as four genera¬ 
tions of Brownings will attest. 

T uses an extra axle, crawler-type tread and skis. 
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Board meeting report ID <z 

The regular meeting of the board of directors of Eastern 
Illini Electric Cooperative was held on November 22, 1988. 

President William P. Raber opened the meeting and 
welcomed members of the 1989 Nominating Committee, who 

had been invited to attend the meeting. 

The October 25,1988, board meeting minutes were approv¬ 
ed. A statement of revenues and expenses for the month en¬ 
ding October 31, 1988, containing the following information 

was presented: Total Operating Revenues, $1,514,115; Total 
Operating Expenses, $1,317,827; Total Cost of Electric Ser¬ 

vice, $1,498,476; Operating Margins, $15,639; Total Margins, 

$55,820 and Total Year-to-Date Margins, $173,271. 
Members joining the cooperative during October totaled 

99 and those terminating totaled 86. 
Manager Champion and directors Marion Chesnut and 

Charles Cole reported on the Member Advisory Committee 
meeting that was held on November 15, 1988. The meeting 

had been a good one and a number of the Nominating Com¬ 
mittee members had attended. The committee will meet again 

the third week in January. 
Director Dean Ward, chairman of the Audit and Finance 

Committee, reported that the Committee had met on 

November 18, 1988, and had examined the accounts of the 

cooperative and reviewed all disbursements and travel ex¬ 
pense statements and found them to be reasonable and 
proper. 

President Raber announced that the terms of directors 

Gene P. Warmbir, Larry D. Anderson, Charles D. Day, Jr., L. 
Dean Ward and G. Jay Stiehl would expire at the next an¬ 

nual meeting, March 18, 1989. He asked each of the direc¬ 
tors if they were interested in running for election and if they 

met the qualifications. Directors Warmbir, Anderson, Day and 

Ward responded that they were interested in running and 

met the qualifications. Director Stiehl stated that he does not 
plan to seek reelection. 

At 10:30 a.m. the Nominating Committee exited the board 
meeting to hold their meeting and nominate director can¬ 

didates for the next annual meeting as well as Nominating 
Committee members. 

President Raber reported that the Executive Committee 
had met on November 18 to establish a form for 
the manager’s evaluation. Board members were asked to com¬ 
plete the form and mail to President Raber. 

Meetings of the Member and Public Relations Committee 
and the Annual Meeting Planning Committee were schedul¬ 

ed for December 5 and an Executive Committee meeting will 
be held December 15. 

Manager Champion highlighted marketing activities. 
Testing of meters in Region 1 of the cooperative’s service ter¬ 

ritory has almost been completed. More than 1,900 meters 

have been tested in the field by employee Everett Kirby. The 
meters in Region 2 have been tested by an outside laboratory. 

The ERC loan program has loaned over $50,000 in low in¬ 

terest money. Most of these loans have been for dual heat 
installations. At the end of October, EIEC had over 360 dual 

heat accounts. On November 21, a user group meeting was 

held to provide information on the use and installation of 

the electric thermal storage unit. 
The board approved staying at a fixed interest rate 

on a CFC Loan in the amount of $165,650.04, billing Hi- 

Grade Egg Farm $12,042 for failing to interrupt its load, 
enhancing the “Youth to Washington” Essay Contest, exer¬ 

cising the lease buyout on the date processing equipment, 
purchasing a fixed disc personal computer from Hal Com¬ 

munications, amending Regulation 2 (Classification of Con¬ 
sumers), Regulation 11 (Meters), Regulation 18 (Charges for 
Disconnecting and Reconnecting Electric Service for Con¬ 

sumers on a Seasonal Basis), Regulation 22 (Rate for Moving 
Existing lines on Members’ Premises, Job Order, Custom 
Work, etc.) and Policy 317 (Physical Examinations), a revis¬ 

ed interconnection policy under the Public Utility Regulatory 
Policies Act of 1978 (PURPA) and adding the position of elec¬ 

tronic technician in the engineering department. 
An update was given on the status of the REA and CFC 

loan that has been approved. Manager Champion plans to 
ask for Congressional support to expedite the receipt of loan 

funds. 
Manager Champion also reported that the cooperative’s 

October tax liability had been reduced by $10,108.08 due to 
the Capital credit refund. 

A safety meeting was held at the cooperative office on Oc¬ 
tober 27. Directors Laverl Byers and Marion Chesnut attend: 

ed that meeting and reported that there were good discus¬ 

sions on using hot sticks versus gloving and pole top rescue. 

On November 17, another safety meeting was held and direc¬ 

tors Hageman and Cole attended that meeting. They reported 

that a very interesting program had been provided by an 
employee of Northern Illinois Gas on safe digging practices 
and that EIEC employee Everett Kirby gave a very good 

demonstration on meters. 

Directors Donald Reitz, Gene Warmbir, Charles Cole, Jay 
Hageman, Charles D. Day, Chris Schroeder, Glenn Ander¬ 
son and Robert Thompson reported on the NRECA course 
they had attended in Springfield, which was entitled “Being 
a Board Member — The Total Job.” 

Larry Anderson, director on the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives board of directors, reviewed meetings that 

he attended on November 16 and 17. AIEC has hired Randy 
Rings as the new staff attorney. Anderson said that Rings is 
a former “Youth to Washington” winner and represented Il¬ 

linois on the Youth Consulting Board. Anderson also pass¬ 
ed out handouts for new members and questionnaires that 

other cooperatives are using. 
The Soyland Power Cooperative board meeting held on 

November 10 was reported on by director Gene Warmbir. 
Warmbir also stated that he had attended a Merger Commit¬ 

tee meeting. The Soyland board had discussed the Intercon¬ 
nection Policy under the PURPA Act, the 1989 budget, bylaws, 

the administrative status of the merger, WIPCO debt restruc¬ 
turing plan and the power supply report on the Clinton plant. 

The board was also furnished with a detailed written report 
of the Soyland board meeting by manager Champion. 

There being no further business to come before the board, 

the meeting was adjourned. 
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