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No matter how much things change, 
some things remain the same. The energy 
changes of the past 10 years have affected 
all of us. The cost of heating the home 
from all forms of energy has greatly 
increased. 

The electric industry has been con¬ 
cerned about home heating and its cost for 
many years. In the 1950s, the electric 
industry promoted and encouraged the use 
of individual room controlled electric 
heating. This system offered many advan¬ 
tages over the central system in cost and 
comfort. 

This system lost some of its appeal dur¬ 
ing the late ‘60s and early ‘70s when energy 
was less expensive and air conditioning 
had become an important addition to the 
home. The fact remains today that for 
many homes, the individual room con¬ 
trolled system can be a real alternative and 
goes hand in hand with the energy con¬ 
siderations of today. 

Individual room controlled electric heat 
is simple and inexpensive to install. There 
are two basic individual room controlled 
systems. These are ceiling cable, which in 
installed in the ceiling plaster, and 
baseboard units, which are installed 
around the baseboards of the rooms. 

1 hese are heating systems that are out 
of sight with only a thermostat showing in 
each room. There are no moving parts in 
the system to wear out. There are no filters 
to change and, since there are no fans, dust 
and dirt do not move throughout the house 
onto the furniture, walls and ceiling. 

Today’s central system loses heat travel¬ 
ing through the ducts form the furnace to 

the individual rooms, and there is no way 
to accurately control the temperature of 
each room. This means that the entire 
house must be kept at the same 
temperature. Since the individual room 
control system produces the heat where it 
is used, there is no distribution loss and the 
temperature of each room can be main¬ 
tained as needed without affecting the rest 
of the home. 

The efficiency of this electric heat is 100 
percent. There is no flue loss and no loss 
of efficiency with age. All the money you 
pay for heat is providing usable heat for 
your home. Fuel-burning systems must con¬ 
sume oxygen and give off carbon dioxide 
and water. These waste products can com¬ 
bine and form an oil film that settles on 
the walls and ceilings of the home. This, 
along with the dust and dirt picked up by 
the fan, will mean that cleaning and paint¬ 
ing will be required more often. 

The biggest advantage these two systems 
have is the comfort they provide. The 
temperature of the room is maintained 
within one and one-half degrees. The dif¬ 
ference between the temperature at the 
ceiling and at the floor is within one 
degree. This means that the heat is even 
without hot and cold spots in the room. 

Since there are thermostats in each 
room, the temperature desired is main¬ 
tained no matter how far it is away from 
the center of the home. These two systems 
can also be installed in existing homes Like 
all heating system today, one of the secrets 
to inexpensive operations is adequate 
insulation. 
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Kiddie City is new Raleigh 
There’s a new “city” that went in 

between Harrisburg and Raleigh 
not too long ago, but you won’t find 
it on your average road map. It’s 
only 2,100 square feet in area and 
has a population of 20. It’s Kiddie 
City, a daycare center owned and 
oeperated by SEIEC member Nancy 
Evans. 

Nancy, who had done quite a bit 
of babysitting and taken child care 
classes at Southeastern Illinois 
College, felt that there was a real 
need in the area for day care, and 
felt that there would be an oppor¬ 
tunity for somebody who could fill 
that need. 

Her husband, Dan, who works for 
Twin Counties Service Co. and 
operates a custom spray application 
business, was helpful and sup¬ 
portive, she says. “We planned to 
build a new building from the 
ground up to be a day care center,” 
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Nancy says, “and Dan helped lay out 
the plans. We had the building put 
up, and then we did most of the 
interior work ourselves. Dan did the 
painting and much of the work of 
getting the place set up.” 

Nancy’s grandmother, Dorothy 
Adams, is Kiddie City’s cook and 
menu planner and, of course, Nancy 
works with the children. There is 
more to a good day care program 
than just providing shelter and 
babysitting, and Kiddie City works 
hard to help ease the kids’ way into 
school, Nancy emphasizes. 

“We try to help them learn a lot 
of the basic things,” she says, “and of 
course we provide a nap time, a 
nutritious lunch and a lot of super¬ 
vised interaction and play time. 

Ana Hernandez, who teaches, 
notes that she covers such basics as 
colors, shapes, big and little, ahead 
and behind, and various other con¬ 

cepts. “We teach art, the calendar, 
weather, the seasons and so on. 

“We were into Christmas safety 
last month,” she says, “because we 
try to keep up with seasonal 
.activities. We told the children to 
remind their parents that real trees 
need to be watered or they’ll dry out 
and become a fire hazard and that 
they shouldn’t be put too close to a 
fireplace for the same reason. We 
also urged them to remind parents 
to unplug the lights before leaving 
the house or going to bed.” 

Another seasonal activity 
involved “Christmas around the 
world,” in which the children 
learned that there are many ways of 
celebrating the Christmas holiday. 
“We showed them a Mexican 
pinata,” Ana says, “and explained 
how in Mexico there are twelve days 
of activities ending in a fiesta where 
they break the pinata and gifts and 
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usiness 
candies fall out for the children.” 

Ana, a Puerto Rico native and 
20-year resident of the Harrisburg 
area, notes that plans are afoot to 
give the children a basic grounding 
in Spanish. “We’re not going to get 
into a real language course,” she 
laughs. “We’ll probably just teach 
them some counting, the names of 
the months and days of the week, 
and how to say ‘hello’ and ‘goodbye’ 
and a few of those little greetings. 
It’ll be something they can go home 
and talk to their parents about.” 

Kiddie City is a growing concern. 
“We started out with nine kids,” 
Nancy says, “and we have 17 now. We 
have equipment for 30 and are 
licensed to have that many. The 
building’s designed to hold 40, and 
there wouldn’t be any problem get¬ 
ting licensed for that many, either. 

“We hope to be a growing part of 
the community 
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At left. Ana Hernandez tells children about the Mexican Pinata, used in the Christmas celebration. From left are Jonathon, 
Adrianne, David, Garrett, Grunt, Ashley, Chris, Logan and Michelle. Above, Nancy shows some of the colors the children 
learn. Below, Nancy and her grandmother, Dorothy Evans, check a meat loaf. 



Businesses at Home . . . 
Opportunities '87 

Each year, more people harvest 
the benefits of the nation’s fastest 
growing cash crops — goods and 
services from homebased 
businesses. Homebased businesses 
offer the opportunity to work at 
home, remain involved with the 
family, and expand a hobby or 
interest into a profitable enterprise. 

Designed to address the interests 
of these entrepreneurs, Businesses 

at Home ... Opportunities ‘87 is 
scheduled February 18, 1987 at the 
Mt. Vernon Ramada Inn. 

Workshops will be offered on 
topics such as Business Basics, Will 
My Idea Work?, Marketing Your 
Business, Working With Your 
Spouse, and others. Also, the con¬ 
ference will help attendees examine 
the pros and cons of owning a 
homebased enterprise. 

In addition to workshops, an 
opportunity fair will be held. The 
opportunity fair will feature 
organizations which offer assistance 
to small businesses, companies 
interested in doing business with 
homebased enterprises, and an 

opportunity to talk with workshop 
presenters. 

Sponsors of Businesses at Home 
... Opportunities ‘87 include the 
U.S. Small Business Administration, 
University of Illinois, Cooperative 
Extension Service, Foresee, Inc. 
Graham-Pierce Printers, and the 
Small Business Development 
Centers of Illinois Eastern Com¬ 
munity College, Kaskaskia College, 
Rend Lake College, Southern 
Illinois University-Carbondale and 
Southern Illinois 
University-Edwardsville. 

Registration Information: The 
attendance fee is $35 and includes 
continental breakfast, lunch, con¬ 
ference materials, and access to the 
opportunity fair. Registration will 
start at 7 a.m., February 18 with the 
General Session convening at 8 and 
adjourning at 4:30 p.m. 

Checks should be made payable 
to the University of Illinois, 
Jefferson County Cooperative 
Extension office, and mailed to that 
office at Rte. 3, Mt. Vernon, IL 
62864. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions; 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-27 3-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8=00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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SEIEC directors tour Galatia Mine 

In top photo, a Kerr-McGee employee 

helps David Ramsey suit up. Above, 

Dale Norris explains the coal cleaning 
operation. 

Ten members of the board of 
directors of Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, along with 
Walter V. Truitt, manager, and Ray 
Harbison, member service 
manager, toured the Kerr-McGee 
coal mine at Galatia last month. The 
mine is one of the co-op’s biggest 
loads. 

W. B. Pulliam, Bill Gadle, David 
Ramsey, Jack Wise, Gary Hise, 
Victor Knight, Robert Tiberend, 
Kenneth Webb, Neil Soward and 
W. S. Richardson met with Kerr- 
McGee officials for a brief orienta¬ 
tion and question and answer ses¬ 
sion before “suiting up” for a trip 
to the lower level of the 550 foot 
deep mine. 

Peter Lilly, general manager at 
the plant, noted that Kerr-McGee 
did a substantial amount of 
exploratory work before beginning 

construction on the site, and was 
careful to lock in a long-term 
market, too. 

“We started building in July, 
1981,” he says, “and we sunk a 28 
foot diameter shaft down to 576 
feet. It’s divided into two compart¬ 
ments, with one section used for 
transporting people, materials and 
fresh air, and the other to handle 
discharge air from the mine.” 

Another tunnel, called the slope, 
was sunk at a 16.5 degree angle to 
provide a road down into the work 
area. It’s 14 feet wide, 2,000 feet 
long and 16 feet high, with the 
upper half given over to the con¬ 
veyor belts that haul the coal out. 

“After we got those in place and 
ventilation started,” Lilly says, “we 
got to working the mine. Our con¬ 
tract calls for us to deliver one 
million tons a year to Union Elec- 
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trie, and we’ve been able to do that 
and sell some coal on the spot 
market, too.” 

Lilly told the SEIEC representa¬ 
tives that Kerr-McGee shares one of 
their concerns — the prospect of 
acid rain legislation that would 
make Illinois coal more expensive 
to burn, and therefore less attractive 
to prospective buyers, but that the 
quality of the coal helps offset that 
problem, to a certain extent. 

Kerr-McGee mines two seams at 
the Galatia site, he said. The lowest, 
5 Seam, is 550 or so feet 
underground, and averages about 6 
feet thick. It’s part of an enormous 
coal field under Southern Illinois, 
and is being mined by many other 
coal companies, too. It is known as 
the Harrisburg Seam. “When we 
started construction at this site,” 
Lilly told the directors, “we put a lot 
of time and effort into building a 
new, ultramodern facility, both for 
mining the coal and processing it 
once we got it out. We shipped our 
first coal in January, 1984.” 

A railroad spur needed to be 
rebuilt to ship the coal out, he said, 
and the company advanced the 
necessary funds to Illinois Central 
Gulf Railroad for that. The com¬ 
pany receives a small amount of 
payback for each carload that 
travels the spur, he added. 

The second operation in the 
mine works 6 Seam, or the Herrin 
Seam, which is about 430 feet deep 
at the site, and it averages about 6 
feet in thickness, too. It yields a bet¬ 
ter grade of coal than 5 Seam. 

Mining both seams, Lilly says, will 
enable Kerr-McGee to produce 
about 4.1 million tons of coal a year 
when it hits its stride. “We get about 
a two-to-one ratio of coal to refuse, 
and that’s pretty good. Our modern 
cleaning plant enables us to recover 
a little more coal than most mines 
get, too,” he adds. 

He notes that coals from both 
seams are kept separate, and that 
there are two 12,000-ton silos for 5 
Seam coal and two virtually 
identical ones to accommodate 
production from 6 Seam, and that 
the coals can be mixed as needed. 

The “room-and-pillar” method of 
mining is practiced at the mine, in 
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Clockwise form below: Pete Lilly, 
general manager at the Galatia Mine, 
points out working areas on a mine 
map. Kenneth Webb underground. 
Jack Wise admires a truck tire. 
Employee Dale Norris at the computer. 
Gary Hise, foreground, and Ray 
Harbinson watch a roof bolter at work. 



SEIEC employees and directors who toured the mine are pictured with Pete Lilly, general manager of the mine. From 
left are: Bill Cadle, Kenneth R. Webb, W. B. Pulliam, Gary Hise, David Ramsey, Neil Soward, Victor Knight, Ray Harbinson, 
SEIEC Manager Walter V. Truitt, Robert Tiberend, Lilly and Jack Wise. 

which interconnecting rooms are 
dug out, leaving pillars of coal 
undisturbed to assure roof support 
throughout the life of the mine. 
Roadways are usually 20 feet wide 
and are seven to eight feet high, 
depending on the thickness of the 
coal seam, Lilly says. 

Kerr-McGee uses diesel equip¬ 
ment in the mine, which is a very 
unusual practice in Illinois. “Diesel 
units at the face — where the 
mining is actually being done — 
give us added flexibility and safety,” 
Lilly says, “and lets us dispense with 
a lot of the big electrical cables you 
see in some mines. They are 
hazardous, and miners often sustain 
back injuries when they’re lifting 
and moving them, and there’s 
always the danger of shock or elec¬ 
trocution.” 

A mining unit, which consists of 
a continuous miner, two or three 
shuttle cars, a roof bolter, a scoop, 
power distribution center and 

equipment maintenance center, will 
be made up of all diesel equipment, 
except for the continuous miner, 
which takes 950-volt current. There 
are a couple of mining units work¬ 
ing on each seam at the mine. 

Particular attention is paid to 
ventilation in the mine, Lilly says, 
and each level is divided into three 
zones, one made up of fresh incom- 
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ing air, which is directed toward the 
face, then directly out to the surface. 
The third zone is neutral, and is 
generally made up of those areas 
where people are not present to a 
great extent, such as the conveyor 
belt areas. Heavy plastic curtains, 
much like the ones used to separate 
cold rooms in locker plants, are 
used to keep the air from mingling, 
and they can be simply driven 
through as needed, falling back into 
place. A couple of areas, already 
mined out, are sealed off by con¬ 
crete block walls. 

Safety is encouraged at all times. 
Cigarettes, matches or any kind of 
smoking materials are forbidden 
underground. Each person who 
enters the elevator to the seams 
must have a working light, which 
has a battery pack with enough cur¬ 
rent to last at least a shift, and a 
hard hat. All wear orange coveralls 
— which the company launders for 
the employees — and a belt with a 
device that changes deadly carbon 
monoxide gas to harmless carbon 
dioxide. 

Computers perform a lot of 
monitoring work in the mine, and 
they help keep track of vibration 
levels, air quality and many other 
factors. Many of the people 
underground have radios to keep in 
touch with the surface. 

While the mine itself was 
impressively modern, the coal 
processing plant was surprisingly 
up-to-date, too, the directors agreed. 

“Due to the corrosive nature of 
the solutions going through the 
process,” Lilly said, “there are a lot 
of special materials in the plant, to 
keep upkeep problems to a 
minimum. We’ve used wear- 
resistant materials such as ceramic 
or urethane pipe linings, stainless 
steel and polyethelene pipes, and 
ceramic or rubber chute linings. 
And it seems like we’re always paint¬ 
ing.” 

State-of-the-art instrumentation 
and control systems, with backups 
where necessary, help keep the 
plant running smoothly and effi¬ 
ciently, the directors learned. The 
plant is capable of processing 1,000 
tons of raw coal per hour. 

Once cleaned, the coal goes into 
the silos, where most of it goes out 
on unit trains, which creep through 
the plant — under careful com¬ 
puter control — at the rate of half 
a mile an hour, to be loaded. Some 
goes out on trucks. 

With enough coal leases to keep 
them busy for many years, and a 
fairly ready market, it looks as 
though the Galatia mine will be a 
factor in Southeastern’s load for 
some time to come. 
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1987 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 

FARM MATERIALS 

HANDLING SHOW 

pecial Features  

• Free admission • Daily seminars 
• All-weather exhibit halls • Meals available on the grounds 
• High school day March 10 • Craft fair (New 1987) 

The latest in automation, mechanization and 
energy-saving on the farm. 

Tuesday, March 10th — 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 11th — 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Thursday, March 12th — 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

REND LAKE COLLEGE 
Between Benton & Mt. Vernon, IL 

(Just off 1-57) 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check ail wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618'273_2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
\fter 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 

16d ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



The SOUTHEASTERN u 
Liu 

Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
Eldorado, III. 

Equality man has foxy new 
use for marginal ag acres 
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Above, George Scherrer puts fresh 
chicken in a resting log, places so foxes 
that tire can “duck out" of the hunt for 
a while when they need to. Some fox 
pen owners use hollow logs, but 
George didn't want to chop down any 
of his trees. There are about a dozen 
of these on the place. Below, Chuck 
Richey, left, indicates a point of interest 
to Bob Kielhorn, Maintenance 
Superintendent for SEIEC. 

In many areas of the country, an 
idea that won’t work is often com¬ 
pared to a bad hunting dog. Presi¬ 
dent Johnson, when offered a pro¬ 
posal that went against the grain of 
his constituency, is said to have 
been fond of saying, “That dog 
won’t hunt.” 

There’s a doggy new business 
idea in Gallatin County, and George 
and Fred Scherrer hope it’ll hunt. 
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Gallatin County Ag Advisor Chuck Richey selects dogs to go on a hunt. 

In fact it’s a fox pen, a place where 
fox hunters can take their dogs and 
run them in complete safety. The 
business, located near the Saline 
County Fish and Wildlife Area, is 
made up primarily of 3.1 miles of 
fence that’s carefully designed to 
keep foxes in. 

“We got the idea from Chuck 
Richey, our county ag advisor,” 
George says, “and he suggested it 
was a way of getting some extra 
income out of land that has 
marginal agricultural value.” 

Richey, a lifelong fox hunting 
enthusiast, is pleased about the pro¬ 
ject. “Not only is it a way to get some 
possible good income out of land 
that’s not all that great for farming,” 
Chuck says, “but this land looks like 

it was almost made for fox hunting, 
and similar ventures have been 
greeted enthusiastically by fox 
hunters in other states.” 

Equality Fox Pen, Inc., charges a 
minimum of $50 for hunters who 
want to turn their dogs loose on 
woods-wise foxes, or $5 per dog. 
“We’ve had about 50 dogs in the 
pen at one time,” George says, “and 
there are about 35 foxes for them 
to run.” 

Both men point out that fox hunt¬ 
ing is not a cruel sport, even though 
the dogs are out for blood when 
they run. People who watch care¬ 
fully, they say, will soon discern that 
the foxes actually toy with the dogs 
who are chasing them. 

“A fox will often run a while, then 
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turn back and run past the dogs 
chasing him, almost backtracking 
on himself. Other times, you’ll see 
a fox that has gotten away from the 
dogs deliberately give them the 
scent again, to get the hunt started 
back up. We very seldom have dogs 
actually catch the fox, but we did 
have a case where a fox got caught 
between two packs of dogs, and they 
got him.” 

He notes that the foxes in the pen 
are kept in good health, too. “They 
have all their shots, just like you’d 
give your dog, and the Scherrers 
have feeding stations set up for 
them that dogs can’t get into. They 
feed a commercial fox ration and 
add a vitamin supplement, and they 
feed fresh chicken, too. 
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“And, they’ve set up 11 resting 
places for foxes who get tired. 
They’re a lot like hollow logs, and 
we got the idea for them from a 
place that used hollow logs as 
refuges.” 

“I made my own,” George chimes 
in,” because I didn’t want to cut 
down any of my trees, and I could 
make these exactly to the size I 
wanted.” 

A lot of the ideas came straight 
up from Corinth, Mississippi, where 
Chuck used to go occasionally to 
run his dogs. There’s a technique to 
building a fence that’ll keep foxes 
and dogs in, he says, and it involves 
a lot of wire. The Scherrers used 
2x4-inch mesh corn crib wire and 
buried a couple of feet of it half a 

foot underground so the animals 
couldn’t dig out, then bent it 
upward. Near the top, the wire’s 
bent over another couple of feet, 
making a big “U” shape with the 
open side facing inward, so the 
animals, in the excitement of the 
chase, can’t jump out. “We patrol on 
three-wheelers, horseback or on 
foot,” George says, “depending on 
how bad the trails are. We don’t 
want the dogs to kill the foxes, and 
we don’t want them to get out, 
either. Those little rascals cost about 
$150 each.” 

Interestingly, the Scherrers made 
a mistake in building the pen, and 
it shows. “You can’t have a square 
corner in a fox pen,” Chuck says, 
“because a fox just flat will not let 
himself get cornered. They built a 
square corner over near the 
entrance to the place, and the foxes 
all know it’s there. They won’t even 
go near it.” 

That spot is a long way from the 
centrally located hunter’s camp, or 
“cast” as they’re known in the sport. 
“You go there to ’cast’ your dogs,” 
Chuck says, “You don’t just turn ‘em 
loose.” 

While waiting for their dogs to 
pick up the scent and get a good 
chase started, hunters can sit 
around a big stove made from a 
55-gallon drum and swap yarns, 
roast weiners or watch for their 
dogs. There is a primitive shelter, 
and a trailer for those who need to 
rest. “I brought it up here after a 
guy brought his wife out here one 
night,” George says. “He was up all 
night, and she finally wound up 
sleeping out on the ground in a 
sleeping bag.” 

If it seems that there is a lot of 
reference to “night” in the stories 
George and Chuck tell, it’s because 
there are: foxes are nocturnal 
animals and the best time to run 
them is at night, when it’s cold and 
dark. A lot of the joy hunters get 
from “watching” the hunt often is 
derived more from the sounds than 
sights, and a good hunter usually 
can tell if it’s his dog that caught the 
scent first, and whose dog is the 
closest behind the fox. 

“You want yours to be the very 
first,” Chuck says, “and you at least 
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The fence has been carefully designed to keep dogs and foxes in. The overhang 
is "Mirrored" on the bottom of the fence, so the foxes can't dig out. Note the 
track made by the animals. 

want him to be up in the front of 
the pack. You darn sure don’t want 
him to be dead last.” 

“We had a couple of guys come 
up here all by themselves,” George 
chuckles, “and they rented the place 
just for themselves. They wanted to 
make sure their dogs would run 
well before they ran them in front 
of other people. It’s really embar¬ 
rassing when your dogs do really 
poorly.” 

Hunters these days look for a dog 

who can keep up a good pace all 
night, Chuck says. “It wasn’t long 
ago,” he adds, “that you wanted a 
dog that could run real fast for just 
a short time, but things have 
changed lately. People want dogs 
who can keep up a good pace most 
of the night, so they look for 
animals with a good heart and good 
feet, ‘cause those’ll tire out first on 
a dog who’s not up to the hunt. 
Once in a while a dog will just quit 
running and limp up and lay down 

by its owner.” 
Dogs who hunt well bring fair 

prices, and one sold not long ago 
for $4,000, Chuck says. “I had one 
I sold for $500 one time,” he says, 
“and, boy, was I blue. The guy I sold 
him to called back a while later and 
offered the dog back for $1,000 and 
I told him I couldn’t afford it, but 
I’d sure be happy to give him his 
$500 back. He finally agreed and 
told me I’d better hurry over before 
he changed his mind. I tell you, I 
never hung up a phone and got into 
a truck so fast in my life. Generally, 
though, a pretty good dog can be 
bought for $150-$250.” 

With dogs fairly expensive — and 
good dogs really expensive — it 
makes a lot of sense to run them in 
a fox pen instead of out in the wild, 
George notes. 

“This way you don’t have to 
worry about them getting run over 
on the highway, or shot, or just get¬ 
ting on a deer’s trail and running 
off. You’ve got them running in a 
good, safe environment, where 
there’s nothing in there but dogs, 
foxes and a few horses.” 

The Equality Fox Pen is another 
way to make use of an abundant 
Southern Illinois resource: hilly, 
wooded countryside that is in 
demand for little else. It looks like 
a dog that will hunt. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8 = 00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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The SOUTHEASTER 

' Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
Eldorado, III. 

SEIEC representatives attend many functions throughout the year to keep in touch with state legislators and people from 
other cooperatives, and the annual Illinois Agricultural Legislative Breakfast is no exception. Bill Cadle, director from 

Marion, and Ray Harbison, member service manager, attended this year. In the top left photo, Cadle, right visits with 

Cletus Tebbe, a director from Clinton County Electric Cooperative, Breese. At left, he visits with James T. Walsh, a direc¬ 
tor of Wayne-White Counties Electric, a neighboring co-op based in Fairfield. Above, Cadle, left, and Harbison, center, visit 
with state legislator David Phelps. 
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Reliable, 
meetin 

“SIPC has adequate gen¬ 
eration facilities, pending 
any major changes in the 
environmental issues, to 
serve our three member 

distribution cooperatives 
through the early 1990s.” 

Last year was a good one for 
Southern Illinois Power Co-opera¬ 
tive (SIPC), Marion. The power 
co-op is owned by SEIEC, Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative, 
Dongola, and Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association, Steele- 
ville, and according to speakers at 
SIPC’s annual meeting March 26, 
1987 was the best year ever from a 
standpoint of electricity sales. 

The meeting was held at the Lake 
of Egypt headquarters of the power 
cooperative, which provides bulk 
power for the more than 37,000 
farms, homes, factories and 
businesses served by its member 
co-ops. 

The power cooperative sold 
726,993 megawatt-hours (mwh) to 
the three distribution members in 
1986, and SEIEC used a little over 
half of that total. The best previous 
year’s sales amounted to 702,178 
mwh in 1980, and sales slipped after 
that, partly because the area’s 
economic activity was sluggish. 
They gradually started climbing 
back, and things seem to be looking 
up now. 

SIPC board president Guy 
Casper of Cypress and general 
manager James R. Chapman of 

Marion said sales were up 3.7 per¬ 
cent over 1985. 

Casper and Chapman further 
reported that SIPC purchased 
740,986 tons of Southern Illinois 
coal and carbon for electric genera¬ 
tion in 1986, an increase of 88,609 
tons over 1985. However, they said, 
the cost of fuel per BTU was down 
from 1985, and average BTU con¬ 
tent was up slightly. 

“As reported in last year’s 
report,” they said, “SIPC has 
adequate generation facilities, 
pending any major changes in the 
environmental issues, to serve our 
three member distribution coopera¬ 
tives through the early 1990s.” 

SIPC continues to reduce its 
outstanding debt, they said. No new 
funds were borrowed in 1986, and 
all construction expenditures and 
advance payments were secured 
from margins, they said. 

“Presently we are reviewing our 
options to secure refinancing of our 
Federal Financing Bank debt and of 
discounting our Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration insured loans,” 
Casper and Chapman said. They 
added that rules and regulations 
applying to electric cooperative 
debt are changing rapidly and that 
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fordable power supplier 
ecord requirements of members 

SIPC was hopeful of accomplishing 
refinancing at lower interest rates 
in the future. 

Secretary-treasurer Harold I. 
Dycus of Carbondale said operating 
revenue declined slightly in 1986 
from 1985, while total kilowatt- 
hours sales were climbing. He said 
non-member sales and power inter¬ 
changing were significant and 
helped spread fixed costs and 
reduce average cost of electric 
service, benefiting the three 
member-systems and their con¬ 
sumers. Dycus said expenses were 
down in 1986 from 1985, citing the 
decrease in fuel costs as the major 
reason. 

During the business session, 12 
representatives (four from each 
cooperative) of the three coopera¬ 
tives were elected to the SIPC boyrd 
for the coming year: (Egyptian) 
Harold I. Dycus of Carbondale, 
Archie Hamilton of Ava, Harry W. 
Kuhn of Steeleville, and Raymond 

C. Mulholland of Marissa; (South¬ 
eastern) Bill Cadle of Marion, 
Robert Tiberend of Benton, Walter 

V. Truitt, Jr., of Eldorado and 
Kenneth R. Webb of Tunnel Hill; 

and (Southern) Guy Casper of 
Cypress, George R. Inman of Grand 
Chain, Timothy W. Reeves of 
Dongola and Lawrence Wilke of 
Karnak. 

Following the annual meeting. 

the board met in a reorganizational 
session and elected officers: 
Tiberend, president; Dycus, vice 
president, and Wilke, secretary- 
treasurer. 

With 272 megawatts of coal-fired 
generating capacity on line, 
Southern Illinois Power Co-opera¬ 
tive is able to provide reliable 
energy supplies to its three member 
distribution cooperatives — 
Egyptian Electric at Steeleville, 
Southeastern Illinois Electric at 
Eldorado, and Southern Illinois 
Electric at Dongola — and still have 
excess capacity to help meet the 
bulk power needs of other utility 
systems. 

Nearby fuel supplies, efficient 
plant operations and rates that are 
among the lowest in the state com¬ 
bine to guarantee that SIPC is 
meeting its responsibilities to the 
diversified economy of agriculture, 
mining, manufacturing and recrea¬ 
tion in “Little Egypt.” The three 

SIPC members serve approximately 
37,000 meters within that southern 
block of 19 counties lying between 
the Mississippi and Ohio rivers. 

SIPC was originally organized on 
Sept. 23, 1948, with its present three 
member-cooperatives and the city 
of Cairo, Illinois, the purpose of the 
group was to obtain bulk power 
from the fennessee Valley 
Authority through a Kentucky 

linkage. That attempt failed, but the 
new organization was able to obtain 
a notable reduction in electric rates 
when it signed a 10-year bulk power 
contract for its member-systems in 
1950. A major goal accomplished, 
the organization then became dor¬ 
mant untiljan. 3, 1957, when it was 
revived by the three member 
cooperatives. 

After May 1959, as economical 
bulk power was becoming more dif¬ 
ficult to obtain from the investor- 
owned utilities, the three electric 
cooperatives decided to apply to the 
Rural Electrification Admnistration 
for a $25 million loan with which to 
construct their own power supply 
facilities. The loan request made 
history when on Feb. 23, 1960, REA 
Administrator David A. Hamil 
announced approval of a $25.8 
million loan to SIPC, the first REA 
loan for a generation facility. 

With capital funding assured, 
SIPC proceeded to develop the 
2,300-acre Lake of Egypt with its 
93-mile shoreline for cooling water. 
The original plant — Units 1, 2 and 
3 — was begun on the shores of the 
lake, south of Marion, and became 
operational on Oct. 1, 1963. An 
additional unit — No. 4 — went on 
line exactly 15 years later, giving 
SIPC a total load capacity of 272 
megawatts. 
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Be careful around downed power lines 
Each year, tragic but preventable 

accidents occur because people 
come in contact with fallen power 
lines. The best advice to follow is: 
never approach and definitely never 
touch a fallen power line. 

The human body is a conductor 
of electricity. When moisture is pre¬ 
sent, such as with wet hands or feet, 
or damp grass, your body becomes 
a much better conductor. When 
your body forms a path to the 
ground and you come in contact 
with an electrical current, a shock, 
at least, will be the result. 
Sometimes the consequences will be 
much more severe than just a shock. 

If you notice fallen power lines, 
post a guard to ensure that others 
do not come in contact with them. 
Then contact the nearest electric 
cooperative or utility office. If you 
are alone and cannot post a guard, 
make every effort to contact the 
utility immediately. Note the loca¬ 
tion carefully, to allow the utility 
crews to reach the scene as quickly 
as possible. 

If energized power lines fall 
across your vehicle, no harm will 
come to you if you stay inside the 
vehicle, or jump free with both feet 
together and without touching the 

car and the ground at the same 
time. Move away using small steps. 

Do not return to the vehicle for 
any reason and warn others to stay 
away. Again, make every effort to 
contact the nearest electric co-op or 
utility office. 

Keep in mind that if power lines 
come in contact with a tree, fence 
or some other object, they will elec¬ 
trify those objects, creating a very 
real hazard. 

If you witness power lines coming 
into contact with other objects, stay 
clear and notify the utility. The 
same caution applies if the line con¬ 
tacts a vehicle, or if a person con¬ 
tacts an energized power line. Do 
not touch them; call your utility 
immediately. 

Caution must also be used if a 

break occurs in an underground 
line. This will be evident through a 
power line interruption. The same 
common sense approach applies. 
Note the location of the problem 
and call your utility. 

Your utility office should also be 
notified if a problem arises with a 
padmount transformer. If the 
transformer door has been opened, 
tampered with or damaged by 
vehicles, call the nearest utility. 

Keep a few simple rules in mind. 
They could save a life. 

• Never approach a fallen 
power line. 

• Post a guard near a fallen line 
and notify your utility. 

• Do not touch an object that is 
contacting a fallen wire. 

• If a power line falls across 
your vehicle, you can safely re¬ 
main inside. 

• If you leave the vehicle, jump 
free with both feet together 
and don't touch the vehicle 
and the ground at the same 
time. 

• If you have any concerns 
about dangers caused by 
fallen power lines, call your 
local electric cooperative of¬ 
fice immediately. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check ail wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-27 3-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman's home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-27 3- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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The SOUTHEASTERH 

'Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
Eldorado, III. 

General Manager’s Comments 
Walter V. Truitt, Jr. 

still 
targets 
REA 

May 1987 

In keeping with the annual ritual of try¬ 
ing to dismantle the Rural Electrification 
Administration, President Reagan has 
again proposed that the federal lending 
program be phased out by 1990, a sugges¬ 
tion that traditionally has met with failure 
in Congress. The 100th Congress will con¬ 
sider the proposal, which comes as part 
of the President’s $1,024 trillion budget 
for fiscal year 1988. The budget includes 
$50.7 billion for agriculture — a cut of $5 
billion from the current fiscal year. 

The budget proposal, released January 
5, calls for REA, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) agency that lends 
money to the nation’s rural electric 
cooperatives, to receive no allotment for 
guaranteed loans in 1988 or in any fiscal 
year after that for rural electric 
cooperatives. In a new twist to the 
Administration’s repeated attempts to 
destroy REA, the budget proposes instead 
that the lending program be picked up 
by the private sector, and says that REA 
will guaranteee 70 percent of those 
private loans, up to $766 million, if they 
are made to co-ops with “the greatest 
financial need.” The private sector 
guaranteed area slated to increase to 
$1.26 billion in 1990 and remain at that 
level for at least three years. 

Rural electric systems serving urban, 
suburban or recreational areas will not be 
eligible for the guarantees, even if the 
urban, suburban or recreational parts of 
the utility are small or seasonal and other 
parts are extremely rural. The budget 
offers no standards for determining what 
is suburban and what is rural. 

The USDA also has asked Congress to 
rescind $441 million of the $813 million 
authorized for electric co-op loan 
guarantees for fiscal year 1987, which 
ends the last day of September. 

For “insured loans” from the REA 
Revolving Fund, the White House wants 
$258 million for the electric program in 
fiscal year 1988, down from the $622 
million in fiscal year 1987. Insured loans 
would be phased out by 1990. President 
Reagan also hopes for a $185 million 
rescission of funds in the insured loan 
program for fiscal year 1987. 

Until the insured loan program can be 
phased out under the Administration’s 
plan, the budget proposed that the 
interest rate on those loans should rise 
from 5 percent to the cost of Treasury 
borrowing (currently about 7.5 percent) 

plus 1.8 percent. The interest rate on 
hardship loans would be increased from 
2 percent to 5 percent. There would be 
no funding for new power plants. 

The REA makes loans from its Revolv¬ 
ing Fund for extending electric and 
telephone service. Every year, between 
250,000 and 500,000 new consumers move 
onto rural electric lines. The Revolving 
Fund is a self-sustaining account that 
replenishes itself with loan repayments. 
REA also guarantees loans to build power 
plants and transmission lines. Most 
guaranteed loans are made by the Federal 
Financing Bank to build power plants 
and transmission lines, and are 100 per¬ 
cent guaranteed by REA. 

—Rural Electric News Service 



Southern Illinois outdoors 

enthusiasts are a fortunate bunch. 
Our part of the state offers hills, 

woodlands and lakes — lots of 

them. There are several fine recrea¬ 

tional lakes in or around SEIEC’s 

service area, and we’ll be featuring 

them as time goes by. This month 

we’ll discuss the Lake of Egypt. 

The Lake of Egypt was not con¬ 

ceived as a recreational lake, but 

was needed to serve as a cooling 

reservoir for Southern Illinois 

Power Coopetaive’s power plant 

about eight miles south of Marion, 

just off Hwy. 37. Even so, you would 

have had to work to come up with 

a better “fun” lake. 

With 2,300 acres of lake surface 

and almost 100 miles of shoreline, 

the lake is big enough for a lot of 

fishermen to have a crack at the 

gamefish it contains, and there’s a 

fair amount of room for skiers, who 

are restricted to about the northern 

one-third. 

Situated in some rough country, 

the Lake of Egypt has literally hun¬ 

dreds of major and minor points, 

and many of them are home to fish. 

And the lake is surprisingly deep, 

averaging about 18 feet. 

While it contains only a little 

standing timber, there is quite a bit 

of fallen timber, which provides 
good fish habitat. After 23 years of 

service as a cooling lake, the lake 

has had plenty of time to mature as 

a fish habitat, and one St. Louis 

sports writer has expressed the 
opinion that on a scale of 1 to 10, 

it would rate a solid 7 among bass 

lakes in Illinois. Part of that is 

directly attributable to the fact that 

it is a cooling reservoir for a power 

plant and is, therefore, a little 

warmer than most in the area, 

especially in the northern one-third, 

near the dam and power plant. 

The water coming from the plant 

warms the water in the area near 

the dam, and enables plants and 

fish to survive and thrive. Often, just 

a few degrees up or down will make 

a big difference in the survivability 

of a species, so the lake has flora 

and fauna that other area bodies of 

water may be missing. 
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Weeds and mosses grow virtually 

year round on the lake’s northern 

shoreline, and that area never loses 

its weed cover. The weed cover this 

past winter was so good along the 

shoreline that many bass made their 

homes in the weedy shallows. 

Warm water also helps all kinds 

of fish to survive. The bass are for¬ 

tunate that there is a good year 

around population of threadfin 

shad, a staple in their diet. The 

threadfin shad doesn’t survive well 

in water below 50 degrees F, and 

most lakes at this latitude don’t have 

them. 

The lake’s crappie thrive on the 

shad, too, and provide some 

pleasure for area fishermen, who 

take 1 Va to 2 Va pound crappie on 

a fairly regular basis. There is also 

a good population of channel cat, 

some carp and buffalo. A hybrid 

striped bass and walleye stocking 

program was started last year, and 

many of the fish are growing fast. 

The Lake of Egypt boasts three 

marinas, and a fisherman not 

familiar with the area might want to 

stop in at one of them and pick up 

a contour map and maybe some 

local fishing tips. The marinas, all 

on the east side of the lake, have 

launching areas and there is a 

fourth launch area at the Shawnee 
Forest boat ramp and campground, 

which is one the south side of the 

easternmost arm of the lake. 

Fishermen who don’t already have 

a boat sticker for the lake should 
pick one up before launching. A 

daily sticker costs $2, and an annual 

sticker is $25. The water patrol 

people keep a watchful eye out for 

stickerless boats, and enforce the 30 

mph speed limit, as well. There is 

no horsepower limit on the lake. 

The marinas are: Pyramid Acres 

Marina and Campground, just east 

of the dam; Lake of Egypt Marina 

— the biggest, with a repair shop 

and snack bar, and Egyptian Hills 

Marina and campground. 

Southern Illinois Power Coopera¬ 

tive’s board of directors adopted 

new policies governing the Official 

Lake of Egypt Rules and Regula¬ 

tions at their August, 1986 board 

meeting, to take effect January 1, 

1987. 

SIPC has approved a five year 

fish management plan adopted by 

Dr. Roy Heidinger, Director of 

Fisheries Research Laboratory at 

Southern Illinois University in 

Carbondale. Some of Dr. 

Heidinger’s recommendations have 

been made to help maintain the fish 

population where they are today, 

and others are to improve certain 

aspects of the fish community. Dr. 

Heidinger’s Fish Management Plan 

will remain in effect for five years 

unless overwhelming biological 

data indicates the contrary. 

SIPC will implement the follow¬ 

ing recommendations of Dr. 

Lake of Egyp 

While the lake is popular for skiing and other wa 
around the ubiquitous pontoon boats like those pit 
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ique among area "fishin' holes" 

tries his luck on one of the innumerable 
lake's 93-mile shoreline. on 

Heidinger, and as follows: 
1. Stocking additional predators 

with either Hybrid Striped 
Bass or Walleye, preferably 
striped bass. 

2. Stock the inland Silverside as 
an additional forage fish. (Fall 
of 1986 and Spring of 1987). 

3. Do not stock Triploid Grass 
Carp. 

The following were incorporated 
into the Official Lake of Egypt 
Rules and Regulations, effective 
January 1, 1987: 

1. Minimum length on Large 
Mouth Bass is 16 inches. 

2. Six fish per day on Large 
Mouth Bass. 

3. Thirty fish per day 

Crappie. 
4. Minimum length of 14 inches 

on Walleye. 
5. Six fish per day on Walleye. 
6. Minimum length on Hybrid 

Striped Bass of 18 inches. 
7. Three fish per day on Hybrid 

Striped Bass. 
8. No bass tournaments allowed 

during the months of June 
through September unless on 
a catch-measure-release basis. 

9. No treatment of the lake with 
herbicides. 

Southern Illinois Power Coopera¬ 
tive in association with the Marinas 
extend an open invitation to all to 
come and enjoy the fishing, skiing, 
camping and recreational facilities. 

fishing is probably one of the most common pastimes, and a lot of fishing is combined with a leisurely "loafstyle" built 
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Nominating Committee chosen 
As provided by the bylaws of 

Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., a Nominating 
Committee was chosen April 21, 
1987, consisting of the following 
Cooperative members: 

— District No. 2: Carroll H. Pearce, 
General Delivery, Ewing, IL 62836; 
W. D. Fisher, Route 1, Macedonia, 
IL 62860 

— District No. 3: Bill Delap, Route 
1, Broughton, IL 62817 

— District No. 5: Eugene Lamkin, 
Route 4 Box 83, Harrisburg, IL 
62946; Susan Edwards, Route 2, 
Omaha, IL 62871; Alice Berry, 
Route 4, Harrisburg, IL 62946 

— District No. 6: Eugene Roper, 
Route 4 Box 92, Marion, IL 62959; 
Eugene Cobb, Route 4, Marion, IL 
62959 

— District No. 9: John Rushing, 
Route 1 Box 439, Simpson, IL 62985 

— District No. 10: Vinson Foe, 
Route 1 Box 97, Golconda, IL 
62938; Ralph Cullum, Route 1 Box 
116, Elizabethtown, IL 62931 

The Committee will meet at the 
office of the Cooperative on Tues¬ 
day, June 9, 1987, at the hour of 10 
a.m., for the purpose of nominating 
three (3) candidates for three-year 
terms as Trustees of Southeastern Il¬ 
linois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Trustees whose terms are expiring 

Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative’s Management reached 
a decision in November, 1985 for a 
long-range program to convert 
regular security lights to a new type 
of lamp known as high pressure 
sodium. Reason for the change is a 
tremendous potential for energy 
savings. 

Manager Walter Truitt noted that 
each watt-hour of energy saved in 

Lamp Type 
Incadescent 
Mercury 
High Pressure Sodium 

The comparison reveals that high 
pressure solium lamps which emit 
a soft “golden” glow, provide five 
times as much light as incandescent 

include: Bill Cadle, Route 1 Box 56, 
Marion (District 6); Robert 
Tiberend, Route 3, Benton (District 
1); and Neil Soward, P.O. Box 433, 
Rosiclare (Distract 10). 

— David Ramsey, Secretary Board 
of Trustees 

such a program is an hour which 
can be used in other areas without 
generating additional power. In 
addition to reducing power con¬ 
sumption, the lamps also provide 
increased illumination, both at 
installation and over the extended 
life of the lamps. 

The following comparison 
illustrates the unusual increase in 
illumination per watt: 

Lumens Per Watt 
23 
55 
140 

and more than twice as much light 
as mercury lamps. The sodium lamp 
has a life expectancy of more than 
24,000 hours. 

Conservation is gold 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-27 3-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-27 3- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
Eldorado, III. 

Official notice of 1987 
annual meeting 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN That the Annual 
Meeting of the Members of SOUTHEASTERN 
ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., will be 
held at the Southeastern Illinois College, Illinois Route 
13, East of Harrisburg or South of Eldorado on Col¬ 
lege Drive, on August 3, 1987; that the period of 
registration for said Members will be from 6 P.M. until 
7 P.M.; business meeting of said Members will convene 
at 7 P.M.; for the purpose of taking action upon the 
reports of Officers, Trustees, and Committees of said 
Cooperative; for the election of Trustees for terms of 
three (3) years each, and for such matters as may be 
properly considered at such meeting. 

You are further notified that the number of trustees 
to be elected at the 1987 Annual meeting is three (3) 
and that one each is to be elected from District 6, 
District 1 and District 10. 

REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
As provided by the bylaws of SOUTHEASTERN 

ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., A 
Nominating Committee, consisting of the following 
Cooperative Members: 

District No. 2: Carroll H. Pearce, General Delivery, 
Ewing, IL 62836; W. D. Fisher, Route 1, Macedonia, IL 
62860 

District No. 3: Bill Delap, Route 1, Broughton, IL 62817 

District No. 5: Eugene Lamkin, Route 4 Box 83, Harris¬ 
burg, IL 62946; Susan Edwards, Route 2, Omaha, IL 
62871; Alice Berry, Route 4, Harrisburg, IL 62946 

District No. 6: Eugene Roper, Route 4 Box 92, Marion, 
IL 62959. 

District No. 9: John Rushing, Route 1 Box 439, Simp¬ 
son, IL 62985 

District No. 10: Vinson Foe, Route 1 Box 97, Golconda, 
IL 62938; Ralph Cullum, Route 1 Box 116, Elizabeth¬ 
town, IL 62931 

The Committee met at the office of the Cooperative 
on Tuesday, June 9, 1987, at the hour of 10 a.m., for 
the purpose of nominating three (3) candidates for 
three-year terms as Trustees of Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, Inc. Trustees whose terms are ex¬ 
piring include: Bill Cadle, Route 1 Box 56, Marion 
(District 6); Robert Tiberend, Route 3, Benton (District 
1); and Neil Soward, P.O. Box 433, Rosiclare (District 
10). 

Nominated were: Bill Cadle, Route 1 Box 56, Marion 
(District 6); Robert Tiberend, Route 3, Benton (District 
1); and Neil Soward, P.O. Box 457, Rosiclare (District 
10). 

David Ramsey, Secretary Board of Trustees 

Attend your 

Annual Meeting 
Monday, Aug. 3 

at 
Southeastern Illinois College 

Registration — 6-7 p.m. 

• Business meeting — 7 p.m. 
• Reports from manager and 

officers 
• Vote on bylaw amendment 
• Attendance prizes 
• $10 credit to members 
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There are many hazards involved 
in fighting fires, and Southeastern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative would 

like to do as much as possible to 

eliminate at least one of them by 

working with area fire departments 

to show their personnel how to deal 

safely with electrical wires at a fire 

scene. 

With that in mind, we held an 

“Electrical Safety for Firemen” 

workshop in Elizabethtown June 3. 

We’d like to have more of them. 

So far, fire department personnel 

from Elizabethtown, Rosiclare and 

Cave-in-Rock have taken advantage 

of the opportunity to upgrade their 

skills. Many of those who attended 

the session noted that it was one of 

the best seminars they’ve attended, 

and provided them with valuable 

new information and skills. 

The workshops, which are free, 

can be scheduled virtually any time, 

and should be on the “must attend” 

list for any safety-oriented fireman. 

This is a specialized community 

information program that includes 

training in the handling of electrical 

equipment, with emphasis on the 

electrical hazards that may be en¬ 

countered by firefighters in the line 

of duty. A primary goal of the 

workshops is to encourage safe 

working procedures for firemen. 

The workshops stresses the im¬ 

portance, primarily, of avoiding 

contact with electrical lines and the 

dangers of spraying a jet of water on 
high voltage facilities. 

Jim Nevel, training and safety in¬ 

structor for the Association of 

Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 

Springfield, who taught the class, 

emphasized that firemen should not 

attempt to disconnect electrical ser- 

\ ices without proper equipment, 

and only then if there is a life- 

threatening situation. 

’’Your cooperative employees are 

well-trained and well-equipped” he 

stressed,” and if it’s at all possible, 

you should wait for them to come 

and deenergize the lines. Electrical 

work should not be taken lightly, 

and there’s no way you can look at 

a wire and tell if it’s a hazard or not. 

If it’s at all possible, wait for your 

SEIEC area serviceman. Most of the 

time, he’ll be at a fire before you are 
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anyway.” 

During the workshop, partici¬ 

pants learn of the importance of 
rubber gloves, eye and head protec¬ 

tors and the use of wire cutters 

while handling electrical wires and 

equipment, according to David A. 

Diederich, director of training and 

safety for the Association of Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives (AIEC). 

”We use a combination of video 

tapes, slide shows, handout 

materials and demonstration equip¬ 

ment to make up an interesting and 

informative session,” Diederich 

says, adding, “we teach firemen the 

methods used to de-energize elec¬ 

trical service to buildings, and how 

to identify meters commonly found 

in electrical distribution systems.” 

The course also deals with the ef¬ 

fects of electricity on the human 

body and related first aid informa¬ 

tion, firefighting practices to deal 

with electrical fires and basic infor¬ 

mation on the generation and supp¬ 

ly of electricity to communities. 

Southeastern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative will provide such 

demonstration equipment as rub¬ 

ber gloves, meters, wire and wire 

cutters, and the AIEC represen¬ 

tative will present a videotape entitl¬ 

ed, “Electricity and Fires” and a 

slide show, “Firefighter Plus Elec¬ 

trical Equipment,” and will pass out 

informative literature to reinforce 
the knowledge gained at the 

meeting, Diederich says. 

Most meetings will probably be 

held at the local fire department or 

community center, possibly during 
the department’s monthly meeting, 

and will last about two hours or 

slightly longer. ’’The optimum 

group size is probably 30-40 

firemen,” Diederich says, ’’but we 

can easily work with larger or 

smaller groups.” 

Fire departments who are in¬ 

terested in having us provide such 

a program are urged to contact 

Walter V. Truitt, manager, South¬ 

eastern Illinois Electric Cooper¬ 

ative, to schedule a meeting. The 

telephone number to call is (618) 

273-2611, and our mailing address 

is P.O. Box 251, Eldorado, Illinois 

62930. We’re looking forward to 

working with area fire departments. 

A long, non-conductive pole attached t 
enable firemen to cut incoming lines if 
firemen examins the tool. 
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lof cutting jaws will 
Iry. Here a group of 
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A cable is one way of grounding a truck, and 
Nevel outlined its proper usage, noting that 
such cables should be in every truck. 

For the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, Springfield, talks fire safety to some two dozen volunteer 
>ck and Rosiclare. 

earn electrical safety 

James M. "Mick” Cummins, SEIEC opera¬ 
tions manager, showed different kinds of 
meters and emphasized that removing a 
meter can be a hazardous business. 
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If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8=00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 

Members attending meeting will receive 
certificate good for $10 credit on bill 

All members attending this year’s 

annual meeting will be presented with 

a certificate good for a credit of $10' 

that can be applied to the member’s 

electric energy assessment. 

Every registered member will 
receive a certificate and that certificate 
must be used within 60 days of the 

annual meeting date. 

It is hoped that this $10 certificate 

will help members offset their expense 

in attending their cooperative’s annual 

meeting. It is estimated that the cost 

to the cooperative for the certificates 
will be no greater than expenses 
incurred at previous meetings and that 
the full benefits will go to those 

members eligible to vote who take 

sufficient interest in their cooperative 

to attend the annual meeting. 

Besides the certificate, other prizes 
will be awarded during the meeting, 

including two grand prizes for lucky 

members who attend the meeting and 
are eligible to participate in the 

drawings. 

entitle the al-ow acaunt to a e\ 

tiie of elect tic wusiyy. 

(Must be used within 60 days 
after the cooperative annual meeting) 
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the SOUTHEASTERN 

' Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
Eldorado, III. 

Official notice of 1987 
annual meeting 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN That the Annual 
Meeting of the Members of SOUTHEASTERN 
ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., will be 
held at the Southeastern Illinois College, Illinois Route 
13, East of Harrisburg or South of Eldorado on Col¬ 
lege Drive, on August 3, 1987; that the period of 
registration for said Members will be from 6 P.M. until 
7 P.M.; business meeting of said Members will convene 
at 7 P.M.; for the purpose of taking action upon the 
reports of Officers, Trustees, and Committees of said 
Cooperative; for the election of Trustees for terms of 
three (3) years each, and for such matters as may be 
properly considered at such meeting. 

You are further notified that the number of trustees 
to be elected at the 1987 Annual meeting is three (3) 
and that one each is to be elected from District 6, 
District 1 and District 10. 

REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
As provided by the bylaws of SOUTHEASTERN 

ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., A 
Nominating Committee, consisting of the following 
Cooperative Members: 

District No. 2: Carroll H. Pearce, General Delivery, 
Ewing, IL 62836; W. D. Fisher, Route 1, Macedonia, IL 
62860 

District No. 3: Bill Delap, Route 1, Broughton, IL 62817 

District No. 5: Eugene Lamkin, Route 4 Box 83, Harris¬ 
burg, IL 62946; Susan Edwards, Route 2, Omaha, IL 
62871; Alice Berry, Route 4, Harrisburg, IL 62946 

District No. 6: Eugene Roper, Route 4 Box 92, Marion, 
IL 62959. 

District No. 9: John Rushing, Route 1 Box 439, Simp¬ 
son, IL 62985 

District No. 10: Vinson Foe, Route 1 Box 97, Golconda, 
IL 62938; Ralph Cullum, Route 1 Box 116, Elizabeth¬ 
town, IL 62931 

The Committee met at the office of the Cooperative 
on Tuesday, June 9, 1987, at the hour of 10 a.m., for 
the purpose of nominating three (3) candidates for 
three-year terms as Trustees of Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, Inc. Trustees whose terms are ex¬ 
piring include: Bill Cadle, Route 1 Box 56, Marion 
(District 6); Robert Tiberend, Route 3, Benton (District 
1); and Neil Soward, P.O. Box 433, Rosiclare (District 
10). 

Nominated were: Bill Cadle, Route 1 Box 56, Marion 
(District 6); Robert Tiberend, Route 3, Benton (District 
1); and Neil Soward, P.O. Box 457, Rosiclare (District 
10). 

David Ramsey, Secretary Board of Trustees 

s  
Attend your 

Annual Meeting 
Monday, Aug. 3 

at 
Southeastern Illinois College 

Registration — 6-7 p.m. 

• Business meeting — 7 p.m. 
• Reports from manager and 

officers 
• Vote on bylaw amendment 
• Attendance prizes 
• $10 credit to members 
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34 Ranch offers horseback ride 
Clockwise from above: Butch and Holly 
set of for a ride in the scenic woodlands 
of southeastern Illinois. Holly with one 
of the horses. Ducks enjoy the four- 
acre swimming and fishing pond. Butch 
opens a gate on the 537-acre ranch. 

There’s a new business in the 
SEIEC service area, and it has been 
set up to capitalize on the owners’ 
love of horses and the beautiful 
scenery in Pope and Hardin coun¬ 
ties. The 34 Ranch, so named 
because it’s just off that highway 
about a mile and a half south of 
Herod, is owned by Gerald Davis, 
Sr. and Chris Melton. Gerald Davis, 
Jr., or “Butch,” and Holly Stokich 
run the day-to-day operation. 

While horseback riding is the 
main attraction now, the 34 Ranch 
is gradually developing into a place 
where there will be much more to 

do than that. “We’ve got a four-acre 
fishing and swimming lake,” Butch 
says, “and we’re setting up for some 
camping, too. Now, you can go 
riding for an hour or all day, but 
we’re not set up for overnight rides. 
We’re working on that, too.” 

Holly notes that the operation 
has been in the startup stages for 
about a year now. “We had some 
horses,” she says, “but not enough 
to run the kind of operation we 
really wanted to have. We bought 
some new ones and took our time 
to make sure they’d be safe. We can 
take about seven riders out at a time 
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ishing, exploring, scenery 
now, but four or five would be a bet¬ 
ter number.” 

While that was going on, they also 
started getting trails ready on the 
537-acre ranch. “This is almost 
nature undisturbed,” Butch says, 
“and we tried to keep it that way. In¬ 
stead of hacking big trails through 
the woods, we just tried to trim back 
the limbs a little.” 

While there are a fair number of 
trails on the ranch, Butch notes that 
rides are not limited to the im¬ 
mediate area. Their operation joins 
the Shawnee National Forest, and 
they spend many a relaxing hour 

riding in and around that enor¬ 
mous wilderness preserve. “Riding’s 
a great way to just relax,” Holly says, 
“and you can just kind of take it 
easy and watch the scenery go by, if 
you want to. It’s really beautiful 
here.” A Galatia native, she’s been 
riding since childhood. Butch, 

from Eldorado, has been riding for 
several years. 

“You can do a lot of exploring 
here, too,” Holly says. “We’ve rid¬ 
den out and tied our horses and 
wandered around a little, we’ve 
found a lot of flint chips, but never 
any arrowheads. I imagine there are 

some around, though.” 
As time goes by, the people at 34 

Ranch hope to develop the kind of 
operation that will enable nature 
and scenery lovers to do about 
anything they could do if they went 
out West or into the Great Smokies. 

Holly sums the area’s attractions 
when she tells of the retired 
Chicago couple who came by not 
long ago. “They were pretty well-to- 
do,” she says, “and they’ve ridden in 
about all kinds of country, in most 
of the states. They said this was the 
best they’d seen anywhere, and 
that’s the way we want it.” 
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Aldridge retires, Hudgens to replace Wise 

Bob Aldridge 

Bob Aldridge stepped down from 
his serviceman’s truck for the last 
time on July 2, after 35 years with 
SEIEC. Hired June 2, 1952, as a 
groundman, he progressed up the 
usual promotional ladder, becom¬ 
ing truck driver, apprentice 
lineman and lineman as time went 
by. He became line foreman 13 
years ago when SEIEC set up the 
Lake of Egypt district headquarters. 
He was employed by Peabody Coal 
Co., before coming to SEIEC. 

Bob was raised in Harrisburg and 
attended Harrisburg schools, 
graduating in 1943. 

He and his wife, Norma Lee, live 
at the Lake of Egypt. They have one 
son, David, who’s an employee at 
the Southern Illinois Power Co¬ 
operative plant at Marion, and 
three grandchildren. 

Bob notes that things have chang¬ 
ed dramatically in the 35 years he’s 
been with the co-op. “Almost every 
load we’ve had has gotten bigger,” 
he says, “and we’re using bigger 
conductor than ever, as well as big¬ 
ger transformers.” 

He notes that much of the work 
then was done with A-frame trucks 
and power-takeoff diggers and 
workers “piked” the poles into 
place using the same A-frames. 

Bob, who hunts and fishes and 
enjoys traveling, plans to enjoy 
those pastimes, “only more,” in 
retirement. 

J. Gregory “Greg” Hudgens, who 
came to SEIEC as a lineman in June, 
1976, will replace Roy D. Wise as 
district supervisor, when Wise 
retires in October. Hudgens, who 
was born in Mattoon and raised in 
West Frankfort, started breaking in 
for the new job on June 1. 

His responsibilities will include 
the western part of the SEIEC ser¬ 
vice area, and he will work out of 
the Benton and Marion area 

headquarters. 
Greg attended West Frankfort 

schools and spent one and one-half 
years at Rend Lake College. He 
worked in electrical construction 

Greg Hudgens 

before coming to SEIEC. He now 
lives in Marion with his wife, Janice. 
Between them, they have five 
children; Kera, Jennifer, Sam, Kim 
and Trent. 

In his spare time, Greg hunts, 
fishes and plays golf. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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The SOUTHEASTER □ 

Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
Eldorado, III. 

The three area men who were reelected to the SEIEC board of directors are pictured above with Walter 
V. Truitt, manager. From left are: Neil Soward of Rosiclare, Robert Tiberend of Benton, Bill Cadle of 
Marion and Truitt. 

Annual meeting report 
The year 1986 was a good one for 

Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative (SEIEC), its members 
were told at the organization’s an¬ 
nual meeting Monday, August 3, at 
Southeastern Illinois College, near 
Harrisburg. 

Manager Walter V. Truitt, Jr., told 
some 1,200 members and guests 
that the year had been one of slow, 
steady growth for the member- 
owned utility and that a rate hike 
had not been necessary. “We 
managed to operate another year 
without a rate increase,” he em¬ 
phasized, “and this is the fourth 
year in a row that we’ve been able 
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to do that — no small accomplish¬ 
ment in the times in which we live.” 

The cooperative continued to 
upgrade its equipment by selective 
retirements of older equipment, 
and also continued with reconstruc¬ 
tion of some of the older distribu¬ 
tion lines, he said. 

“We remodeled the Eldorado of¬ 
fice, and installed a metal hip roof 
over the old flat one that was built 
33 years ago and that had been giv¬ 
ing us trouble for years.” 

Bill Cadle of Marion, president, 
noted that there had been some 
beneficial load growth during the 
past year. “We experienced a 5.4 Walter V. Truitt 
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The new annual meeting booklet with its manager's and officers' reports, die-cut cover and some full 
color pages was interesting to many members. As usual, there was a good turnout at the meeting. 

Soward, Tiberend, Cadle reelected; Board 
to try for another year without rate hike 
percent increase in kilowatt-hour 
(kwh) sales, while the total cost of 
electric service increased only 1.8 
percent, well below the average in¬ 
crease in inflation. 

“Your board and management 
have taken as many steps as possi¬ 
ble to cut costs, and we’re continual¬ 
ly looking for additional ways to 

minimize operating costs. The pur¬ 
chase of wholesale power makes up 
about 66 percent of Southeastern’s 
operating expense, and we are con¬ 
stantly reviewing and considering 
with our power supplier, Southern 
Illinois Power Co-operative, or 
SIPC, on ways to keep power supp¬ 
ly costs down. 

“SIPC, which owns and operates 
the power plant south of Marion, 
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continues to supply us with an effi¬ 
cient and reliable source of power, 
and 1986 was a good year for SIPC, 
too,” he said. He added that SEIEC 
is one of three Southern Illinois 
distribution cooperatives who own 
SIPC. The others are Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association, 
Steeleville, and Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, Dongola. 

David Ramsey of Omaha, 
secretary-treasurer, noted that the 
cooperative’s 1986 operating 
revenue and patronage capital total 
was $26,962,812, up $979,260 from 
1985. The cooperative’s total 
operating expenses were 
$25,522,296, a $448,000 increase 
over 1985. Of that total, almost 
$ 19.2 million, or 66.2 percent, went 

to buy wholesale power. 
Southeastern paid out $315,186 in 
taxes, or $25,137 more than in 1985, 
he said. 

Three area men were reelected to 
three-year terms on the 
cooperative’s board during the 
business session. They were: Cadle, 
Robert Tiberend of Benton and 
Neil Soward of Rosiclare. 

Entertainment during the 
meeting was provided by The 
Phelps Brothers, an Eldorado 
Gospel group. 

John C. Davis of rural Dale was 
the winner of a color TV set given 
as an attendance prize, and Harry 
McCarty of Golconda took home 
the microwave oven. 
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Mrs. Davis with her new TV 

th Webb The registration tables were busy. 

L   1 

Mrs. Ray Harbison checks director Neil Soward's blood pressure. 

David Ramsey 

Sen. Glenn Poshard, 59th district, Carterville, visits with director 
Bob Tiberend, center, and Manager Walter V. Truitt. 
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McCarty with his new microwave 
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Power outages can frustrate personal 
If you own a personal computer, 

you have probably experienced the 
frustration of having your power 
supply suddenly flicker or go off 
completely with a resulting loss of 
data. Rapid changes in the amount 
of electricity your computer needs 
to operate properly can result in 
damaged circuitry, loss of impor¬ 
tant data and plenty of aggravation. 

What can you do to protect your 
computer equipment from power 
fluctuations and outages? 

There is equipment available for 
home (or office) use that is designed 
to eliminate or filter out surges of 
electricity or provide a back-up 
supply of power should your power 
go off. 

Protector or suppressor devices 
provide protection from brief but 
intense voltage increases (often 
called spikes or surges). It’s this type 
of equipment that may save your 
computer’s life should a lightning 
bolt hit nearby and enter your 
home’s wiring system. 

According to a computer 
sales/service/applications company, 
a surge protector’s “response time” 
to incoming power surges is a 

critical factor to consider when 
choosing a unit. The faster the 
response time, the better the unit is 
at preventing the power surge from 
entering your computer and caus¬ 
ing damage. Also consider the 
amount of power the unit can 
dissipate when a surge occurs. 
Cheaper units that can’t handle 
higher surge levels may not provide 
the protection you need. Some 
quality units can handle as much as 
2,000 amps for one millisecond. 
Surge protectors can vary in price 
from $40 to over $120. 

“But it’s the loss of data, not 
equipment damage, that most often 
causes concern among computer 
operators.” 

If you can’t shut down your home 
computer during periods when 
power interruptions are likely (such 
as during intense lightning storms), 
then an uninterruptable power 
supply (UPS) system may be for you. 
A UPS system operates with a bat¬ 
tery backup that supplies instant 
power to your computer should the 
outside voltage suddenly drop. 
Because the backup system takes 
over quickly, your computer doesn’t 

computer users 
notice. The batteries normally sup¬ 
ply enough power to continue 
operating 15 to 20 minutes, but 
each system’s reserve time will vary. 
Battery backup systems can cost 
$400 to over $2,000. 

Some additional thoughts. If the 
expense of a battery backup system 
is too much for your budget, con¬ 
sider copying your data frequently. 
Then, if the power does go off you 
lose only that portion of your data 
which has not been copied. If the 
data you’re putting into your home 
computer is extremely important, 
make copies of it on a separate disk 
and place in a proper storage 
facility. 

If you’re thinking about purchas¬ 
ing a surge protector or battery 
backup system for your home com¬ 
puter, make sure the equipment 
you do choose meets the precise 
needs of your computer. 

If power surges and outages con¬ 
cern you, surge protectors and bat¬ 
tery backup systems may be just the 
thing your computer needs for im¬ 
portant protection. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON" 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-27 3-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4-.00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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Eldorado, III. 

Avoidable 
autumn 
accidents 

As a chill in the air becomes noticeable 
with the onset of autumn, the out- 
doorsman’s thoughts turn to hunting, 
sawing firewood and a variety of “sweater 
weather” activities. 

Unfortunately, in their zest to enjoy the 
great outdoors, people sometimes cause 
interruptions in electric service and 
create life-threatening situations by in¬ 
terfering with high voltage power lines. 

Careless hunters are responsible for 
broken insulators on power lines and 
other hazardous conditions each year. 

Taking target practice on insulators or 
shooting at birds sitting on the lines is not 
very sporting, and may be fatal if a line 
is damaged or broken. Damaged lines can 
snap and fall to the ground while still 
energized, creating an electrocution 
hazard to the hunter, anyone else walk¬ 
ing through the area, or livestock in the 
field. 

Also, a random “pot-shot” can crack a 
line insulator and the damage may not be 
visible from the ground. Over time, the 
crack can fill with moisture and cause a 
short in the line, which means members 
will be without service until the insulator 
is replaced. 

In some cases, if the insulator is severe¬ 
ly damaged, the line may become de¬ 
tached from the pole and drop to within 
a few feet of the ground, posing an elec¬ 
trocution hazard to anyone in the area. 

Shooting insulators or any electric 
equipment is illegal and expensive. 
Repairing the damage from a careless 
hunter’s shot, whether intentional or not, 
is an added operating expense to your 
cooperative which must be passed along 
to the membership, Still, that cost is 
minimal when compared to the potential 

for personal injury or death. 
Tree trimming and cutting are fre¬ 

quently the cause of service interruptions 
and shock and electrocution hazards, as 
well. 

Overhead power lines are so prevalent 
in both urban and rural areas today that, 
unfortunately, it is all too common for 
people to start cutting before taking a 
moment to visually inspect their site for 
power lines and other hazards. 

Always call SEIEC if you want limbs 
near lines trimmed or a tree cut that has 
even the slightest possibility of contacting 
lines at the location. Our forestry crew 
will make arrangements to trim branches 
or cut the entire tree down for you if 
there is any risk of line interference. 

Each year outages and injuries are 
caused when limbs or entire trees make 
contact with high voltage power lines. 
The timber doesn’t have to knock the line 
down to cause problems, either. Reports 
of people climbing trees to trim dead 
branches and receiving serious and even 
fatal shocks by contacting power lines 
with their body or their trimming equip¬ 
ment are heard much too often. And, 
depending on the moisture in the ground 
and other factors, you can be injured 
simply by touching the tree when it 
makes contact with the lines. Wood is 
generally not a very good conductor of 
electricity, but a certain amount of cur¬ 
rent can be carried through a tree and 
through you if you are touching it. 

Electricity is a safe and reliable service, 
but must be respected because it can be 
very dangerous when mishandled or ig¬ 
nored. Think safety before you aim your 
gun or start your saw. It saves everyone 
time, money and worry. 
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Three people sit on sofas around 
a coffee table, relaxed and at ease, 
looking much like well-dressed peo¬ 
ple might when visiting a friend’s 
home. There is nothing out of place 
in the room, the carpet is carefully 
vacuumed and the blue outside the 
windows is perfect, dappled by the 
leaves on a tree outside. 

When you back up a little, 
though , the scene changes. You can 
see that the beautiful cobalt blue in 
the windows is painted there, and 
there are several TV cameras poin¬ 
ting at the group, carefully 
monitored by a thoroughly profes¬ 
sional crew. And the tree “outside” 
whose leaves were dappling the 
light on the windows is in fact stan¬ 
ding in a barrel half, inside the 
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main building but behind the set. 
Look carefully, and you’ll see that 

each person on the sofa is fitted 
with a lapel microphone, and 
they’re quietly going over their 
notes, in preparation for a 
broadcast. 

A camera operator, warned by 
other crew members watching a full- 
sized TV monitor in the production 
booth, walks over to one of the par¬ 
ticipants and, using a soft brush, 
deftly dusts on a little makeup. 
Then, assured that the offending 
highlight has been subdued, retreats 
back to her camera. Another, told 
that his camera is picking up some 
darkness in the upper left corner of 
the screen, carefully shifts its aim 
just slightly. 

Somebody says, ever so quietly, 
“We need a mike check on Vinita,” 
and everybody falls silent as she 
speaks in a normal voice, allowing 
the soundman to adjust his setting. 

The pace is not terribly hectic. 
Nobody screams or tears at their 
hair, but the set is made ready — 
perfectly ready — for a telecast. 
Perhaps it’s the laid - back profes¬ 
sionalism that tips you off that this 
is not a Hollywood or New York set, 
but it’s still hard to believe that it’s 
tucked away down in the 
Southeastern Illinois foothills, near 
Thompsonville. 

This is the home of 3ABN, or the 
Three Angels Broadcasting Net¬ 
work, and the people there are 
beaming their Seventh Day Adven- 
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Iventist message 
list message all over the U.S., into 
several Caribbean islands and Cen¬ 
tral America, 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. 

Danny and Kenny Shelton, 
founders of the Three Angels 
Broadcasting Network and lifelong 
Seventh Day Adventists, note that 
they were building contractors and 
pastors when the realization came 
to them that they could do more for 
their church. “We didn’t know 
anything about broadcasting and 
we didn’t have any money,” Danny 
says, “So we did alot of praying, and 
before we knew it, things started 
coming together. A man offered to 
donate the land we needed, and we 
accepted. It turned out to be 
perfect location. 

September 1987 

“We couldn’t have found a better 
place,” he continues, “because this 
location is free of microwave in¬ 
terference that you have so often 
from nearby communications 
towers, and there was already heavy 
duty electric service to the site. It 
takes an awful lot of electricity to 
run a transmitter, and it has to be 
three-phase, which is very expensive 
to build. Our site already had three- 
phase service from Southeastern Il¬ 
linois Electric Cooperative.” 

The brothers built a 16,000 
square-foot building on the site, 
which is just west of the Akin road, 
a couple of miles north of Thomp- 
sonville. The mailing address is 
West Frankfort. 

Before long, a 10 meter (33 foot) 

Clockwise from above: Religious 
symbols and planning schedules 
are part of the mix at 3ABN. Tena 
Greer at the camera. The 30' 
antenna is an important part of the 
operation. The sign at the studio. 
Tammy Shelton Chance affixes a 
microphone to Vinita Marcussen as 
Pastor Jack Carpenter goes over 
his notes. Danny Shelton, left, and 
Pastor Carpenter discuss a 
broadcast. 
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diameter antenna was in place, 
along with a transmitter, which 
uplinks its signal to Satcom 
Fl-Channel 17, some 22,300 miles 
out in space. Interestingly, the sta¬ 
tion sends its signal out, checking its 
quality on a monitor. The signal, 
traveling at 186,000 miles per se¬ 
cond, goes up to the satellite and 
returns, and is monitored on a se¬ 
cond TV set, right next to the “sen¬ 
ding” set. “It’s interesting,” Danny 
says, “because you can see just a 
slight time difference from one im¬ 
age to the other. It takes about one- 
third of a second for the signal to 
go out and come back, and you can 
see it if you watch carefully.” 

When the message goes out and 
comes back, he notes, it is spread 
over an enormous land area. “We 
can cover North America, Central 
America and the Carribbean 
Islands,” he says, “and we’ve just 
gone to a 24-hour a day broad¬ 
casting schedule, seven days a week, 
after being on a part-time schedule 
before. This is the first time in 
Adventist history that there has 
been a TV station carrying all 
Adventist programming 24 hours a 
day.” 

The station features such 
speakers as Joe Crews, Jan Mar- 
cussen, Kenny Shelton, George 
Vandeman, C. D. Brooks, Laverne 

Tucker, Ralph Ringer, John Carter 
and others. 

“We have health programs by the 
Weimar Institute, Hinsdale 
Sanitarium, Amazing Facts 
Healthline, Health Nuggets by Dr. 
Archbold, and Health Tips by 
Charlotte Hamblin. Other health 
programs are being developed,” he 
adds. 

Variety programs include such of¬ 
ferings as “Melody From My Heart,” 
a musical presentation, and “3ABN 
Presents,” a talk show format pro¬ 
gram hosted by Danny and Linda 
Shelton, who interview church 
workers and lay persons. “Give Me 
The Bible” features different 
Adventist pastors and lay speakers, 
and “Home School,” which is 
hosted by Pat Humphrey. 

Pastor Kenny Shelton and the 
3ABN crew have also produced a 
27-hour seminar on the Revelations 
book of the Bible. 

Danny notes that the current 
furor over TV evangelism is affec¬ 
ting 3ABN, but in a positive sort of 
way, and while the station is always 
on the lookout for revenue, it is cur¬ 
rently not experiencing a great deal 
of difficulty funding the $39,000 a 
month needed to keep the 
transponder in operation. “That 
amounts to about $50 an hour,” he 
says, “and there’s the potential to 

reach millions of people, and that’s 
why we want to raise more money 
to get new programs going. 

“We’ve really got a challenge 
ahead of us now,” he continues, 
“because a supporter told us that if 
we’d raise $150,000, he’d match that 
amount, and that would go a long 
way toward keeping the 
transponder going, paying our pro¬ 
fessionals and developing new pro¬ 
gramming.” 

And speaking of new programm¬ 
ing, 3ABN has a few Hispanics on 
the staff, and is busily working to 
develop Spanish language program¬ 
ming, since much of the area that 
can be reached by the station is in 
Central America. 

At present, there are some 22 full¬ 
time employees, a few part-timers 
and several volunteers involved in 
the 3ABN effort. Much of the opera¬ 
tion is based on the Shelton family. 
Aside from brothers Danny and 
Kenny, their sister, Tammy Shelton 
Chance, is a camera operator and 
generally handles the makeup 
chores. Danny’s wife, Linda, is the 
organization’s secretary, and their 
daughter, Melody, handles recep¬ 
tionist, switchboard and recep¬ 
tionist chores. She has also cut a 
Gospel album that is sold through 
3ABN. Kenny’s wife, Emma Lou, is 
the organization’s treasurer. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the "ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the "ON" 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-27 3-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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Eldorado, III. 

Why 
do we 

celebrate 
Co-op 

Month? 

What is a cooperative? Why’s the entire 
month of October set aside each year to 
celebrate the existence of co-ops? 

Good questions. Let’s look at the 
answers and why they are important to 
you. Simply put, a cooperative is an 
organization owned and controlled by 
the people who use its products and 
services. Often, cooperatives come into 
existence because profit-motivated 
businesses can’t see a profit in providing 
those goods and services. Co-ops are 
operated to break even, not to produce 
a profit for stockholders. 

Many members involved with 
agriculture are familiar with supply and 
marketing cooperatives. They’re organiz¬ 
ed to combine the resources of 
individuals at a central point where 
volume sales mean a higher price for 
their product and volume purchases 
mean lower cost supplies than they could 
buy individually. Those who make tran¬ 
sactions at the cooperative actually pro¬ 
vide financial backing for the overhead 
and administration of the business. 

As a member of a cooperative, you can 
choose to take a highly active role in the 
business or simply pay your statement 
each month. The consumers of investor- 
owned utilities don’t have a choice or a 
say in how their business is run. 

Southeastern Illinois Electric 
cooperative is run by a board of 11 direc¬ 
tors. They are also members who give of 
their time and energy to serve the 
best interests of the membership as a 
whole. They serve because of an interest 
in the health of the organization, not for 
dividends, prestige or fringe benefits. 

They are accountable to the member¬ 
ship and welcome input from individuals 

concerning policy and procedure 
decisions. 

One of a cooperative’s greatest 
strengths is its principle of open com¬ 
munication between management and 
members. Southeastern believes in the 
value of two-way communication and en¬ 
courages member involvement. 

Your right to speak out, be heard and 
have an influence in your organization 
is a part of what the Cooperative Month 
celebration is for. 

It’s your choice. Your co-op member¬ 
ship gives you the privilege of being not 
only a consumer, but an owner. You can 
be as active as you wish. You can run for 
the board of directors, have minimal con¬ 
tact with the organization or do 
something in between. One of the 
reasons we celebrate is that you have that 
freedom of choice. Cooperatives are like 
no other business because they offer their 
consumers membership in the organiza¬ 
tion. With membership comes rights, 
responsibilities and a dedication to per¬ 
sonal service. 

Is that worth celebrating? Your co¬ 
operative believes it is, and hopes you do 
too. 

COOPERATIVES 

PEOPLE IN PARTNERSHIP 
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All over the country these days, 
people are sitting down to com¬ 
puters and tapping away, crunching 
numbers or processing words as fast 
as they can think them up. Lucille 
Lawler has a new computer and 
she’s really tickled with it, even 
though she admits to having to 

“tinker a little” to see if she can get 
her printer to print out the words 
the computer has locked in its lit¬ 
tle electronic heart. She is more for¬ 
tunate than many. Usually, she gets 
a “bingo” on the first or second try. 

While many tend to think of com¬ 
puters as “young peoples’ tools,” 

Mrs. Lawler, who just turned 79, 
uses hers as frequently and as 
casually as just about anybody, con¬ 
sidering the fact that she just got it. 
“I’m taking a computer class to help 
me get the hang of it,” she says. 

Mrs. Lawler, who was chosen 
“1987 Illinois Mother of the Year,” 
has several good uses for her PC, 
but writing area histories, plays and 
newspaper columns takes up a good 
part of her time. All this takes a fair 
amount of effort, and she puts a lot 
of energy into the things she does. 

“People ask me how I have so 
much pep at my age,” she quips, 
“and I tell ‘em that it helps a lot to 
pick good, sturdy parents. I also 
walk two miles a day and try to eat 
right.” 

She notes that, generally, her life 
has been divided into 25-year 
segments, and that she managed to 
keep busy during the first three. 
Four years into her fourth quarter- 
century, she shows no signs of slow¬ 
ing down. “I was born in St. Patrick, 
a small Irish community a few miles 
east of Ridgway,” she says, “and I 
was one of a family of nine. I went 
to an old one-room school, where 
you could advance at your own 
pace. I started high school when I 

Moth 

The Lawlers with her scrapbook. Thee books on the sofa 
beside her are two of the three area histories she's 
written. 
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Mrs. Lawler at the computer they bought recently to 
speed up her writing endeavors. She's taking a class to 
learn to use it better. 

Mrs. Lawler is especially proud of this memento, given to her by a friend 
to commemorate her reign as "Illinois Mother of the Year." 



While Mrs. Lawler keeps plenty busy, she does find time to do a little painting. Here, some of her canvases 
are hung on a wall, along with a certificate. 

was 11, and was finished at 15.” 
She was a little young to go into 

teaching, as young women often did 
then, but she did get started later. 
With the large family, there was no 

of the 
money for college. Mrs. Lawler 
notes with some pride that she and 
four other members of her family 
went into teaching, and four of 
them still teach or substitute teach 
in Gallatin County. 

She married 55 years ago, at 24. 
Jim Lawler, also of St. Patrick, 
became her husband. Her roots in 
the area date back to the potato 
famine in Ireland. Jim’s family 
settled in the area as early as 1816. 
Both are lifelong area residents. 

“My second 25 years was given 
over to raising my family,” she says, 
“and we had four boys and two girls. 
Besides giving them a good Chris¬ 
tian upbringing, we wanted to be 
sure they all got to go to college, and 
they did.” Their children, Fr. Joseph 

Lawler of Piopolis, Mary Ellen, 
Patrick, Raymond, William and 
Lucy all became successful profes¬ 
sional people. Patrick died last year. 

“The minimum age to be con- 

Year 
sidered for Mother of the Year is 45, 
and there’s a lot of emphasis on 
how well the children turn out.” she 
says. 

“The three criteria they judge you 
on,” she explains, “are children, 
church work and community ef¬ 
forts. Most women score well on 
kids and church, but many fall short 
when it comes to community work.” 

She didn’t have to worry about 
that. Her third 25 years were given 
over to community and church 
work, as well as efforts to upgrade 
her education. After many years out 
of school, she finally returned. With 
two years of college under her belt, 
she’s still taking classes. And occa¬ 
sionally, she goes to college for a dif¬ 
ferent reason — to teach. 

ILLINOIS Rl 

During her third segment, she 
became founding president of the 
Gallatin County Historical Society 
and, later, first president of the 
Illinois State Historical Congress. 
She is past president of the Ridgway 
Woman’s Club, past president of 
the Illinois League of American 
Penwomen, and a 25-year 4-H 
leader. 

During that time, she found time 
to author three books, all regional 
histories. She has written Amazing 
Shawneetown, Gallatin County and 
Ridgway Our Town. A fourth, the 
biggest and the best, is in the works 
now. Not surprisingly, it’s a history. 
She hopes to include a biography of 
everybody in the county. One of her 
proudest historical achievements 
was the successful effort she was in¬ 
volved in to save the first bank in 
Illinois, in Shawneetown. 

Even now, she’s the secretary for 
three local organizations, one of 
which she has served for the entire 
21 years of its existence. “I’m the 
only charter board member left,” 
she says with a trace of under¬ 

standable pride. 
While her efforts lead one to 

(Continued on page 12d) 
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Capital credits for 1986 
The most economical method of 

notifying members of their capital 
credit allocation is to furnish them 
with a multiplication factor which, 
when applied to the total electric 
bill for the year 1986 will determine 
the notified of the amount of 
patronage. Notices will be mailed to 
large commercial consumers who 
are not on self billing. 

Members who pay their bills 
under the self billing system may 
determine the amount of their 
capital credit allocation by multiply¬ 
ing the total amount paid less tax 
for electric bills in 1986 by a factor 
of .08277. This factor is to be used 
by Farm and Residential consumers 
whose bills are determined by 
Schedule “A” or “A-H.” 

For those paying accounts under 
the Small Commercial Schedule, a 
factor of .08127 should be used. 

If you are unable to determine 
your 1986 allocation, the amount 
credited will be furnished on 
request. 

The bylaws of your cooperative 
provide that each member shall be 
notified of the amount of patronage 
capital credited to his account. Of 
the total allocation, approximately 
48 percent is due to capital credit 
allocation received from the 
Southern Illinois Power Co¬ 
operative. 

A Capital Credit Plan is an ar¬ 
rangement under which: (1) A 
cooperative and its members ex¬ 
pressly agree that any payment by 
any patron over the cost of serving 
him is capital furnished by the 
patron to the cooperative. (2) The 
Cooperative credits such patronage 
capital on its books to the patrons 
and (3) such capital will be retired 

when in the opinion of the Board 
of Trustees, such retirement will not 
impair the cooperative’s financial 
position. 

The Capital Credit Plan provides 
for service at cost, for paying off the 
REA and CFC loans, for acquiring 
complete local ownership of the 
cooperative system, for giving all 
patrons full credit for all payments 
in excess of cost, and for the even¬ 
tual repayment to the patrons of all 
capital furnished by them. Capital 
credits are not necessarily available 
in the form of cash, but are 
represented largely by investments 
in poles, wire, transformers and 
other equipment required to pro¬ 
vide service. In general, no 
patronage capital can be retired un¬ 
til the cooperative has obtained 
enough capital to take care of all its 
needs. 

Mother of year 
(Continued from page 12c) 
believe she must meet herself com¬ 
ing and going, she does have some 
spare time. She fills it by painting, 
and several nice canvases adorn her 
walls. She has written three plays, 
and one was produced at the fair in 
DuQuoin. “There were 1,500 peo¬ 

ple in the stands,” she beams, “and 
that’s not bad for a play written by 
an amateur!” 

She was feted at an awards 
ceremony in Shawneetown last 
April, and was honored by Sen. 
Glenn Poshard and State Represen¬ 
tative David Phelps, and congratula¬ 
tions were read from Gov. James R. 

Thompson and Congressman Paul 
Simon. 

Mrs. Lawler was sponsored by the 
Ridgway Woman’s Club and co¬ 
sponsored by the Gallatin County 
Historical Society: Cahokia Branch, 
National League of American Pen- 
women and the Ridgway Circle, 
Daughters of Isabella. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-27 3-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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Magic, lamps 

Bill lights an Aladdin 
mantle lamp, a vast 
improvement over the 
old flat wick lamps. The 
lamps were said to put 
out about as much light 
as a 60-watt light bulb, 
and the light was steady 
and white. 

If Bill Courier has his way, there 
will always be a bright spot in rural 
Johnson County. Bill, a professor at 
the Dixon Springs Agricultural 
Center, collects Aladdin lamps, 
which were claimed to be the best 
of the Kerosene lamps, and ap¬ 
parently without a great deal of 
dispute. 

“The Mantle Lamp Company of 
America, manufacturers of the 
Aladdin, had a standing offer of 
$1,000 to anybody who could show 
them a lamp that was better than 
theirs, on 26 important points. 
Some factors were light output, 
steadiness of light, quietness of the 
lamp, economy, simplicity of opera¬ 
tion and cleaning and so on. 
Nobody ever claimed the money,’’ 
Bill says. 

The secret of the Aladdin was its 
mantle, he notes. While ordinary 
flat-wick lamps — and most round- 
wick ones, too — illuminated direct¬ 
ly from a flame, Aladdins used a 
mantle that became white hot when 
heated by a small flame, and gave 
off bright, steady, white light. The 
company claimed that one of its 
lamps was equal to ten flat wick 
lamps in brightness and far sur¬ 
passed them in steadiness of light 
and fuel economy. The lamps were 
said to be four times as efficient as 
the best of the round-wick lamps. 

Developed in this country in the 
‘teens and early 20’s, the Aladdin 
lamps had one disadvantage. At 
about five dollars a copy — in a 

time when a good-, hard-working 
man might bring in a dollar a day 
— they were scarcely affordable to 
many. At the same time, a flat-wick 
lamp could be bought for half a 
dollar or so. As time went by and 

the country grew more prosperous, 
the Aladdins grew in popularity. 

But Bill didn’t know all those 
things when he bought his first 
lamp. Actually, he just wanted 
something to light his house with 

Home weatherization money available 
The State of Illinois is funding a home weatherization 
grant program for low-income electric cooperative 
members, and SEIEC will participate. If you need such 
a grant, please contact the cooperative at your conve¬ 
nience. Call us at (618) 273-2611, or write to SEIEC, 
P.O. Box 251, Eldorado, IL 62930 
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The circular wick, tiny high-efficiency flame and mantle were 
the secrets of the Aladdin's ability to put out lots of light while 
conserving fuel. The owl was part of an advertising campaign 
boasting that the lamp's light was an eye-saver. 

during the power outages that were 
more frequent in the mid-60’s than 
they are now. The more he learned 
about Aladdins, the more interested 
he became. In about 1970, he 
started gathering material for his 
first book. “I was such a novice col¬ 
lector that I didn’t even know 
enough to ask intelligent ques¬ 
tions,” he says, “but others recog¬ 
nized my enthusiasm and helped 
me along.” 

In return, Aladdin collectors got 
a couple of fine books that spell out 
virtually everything they could want 

to know about Aladdin kerosene 
mantle lamps, electric lamps and a 
newsletter, too. Bill edits “The 
Mystic Light of the Aladdin 
Knights,” a bimonthly offering. 

Bill and his wife, Treva, hosted 
the 15th annual Gathering of Alad¬ 
din Collectors in Paducah in 
August, and Bill unveiled his new 
book, which features a lot of infor¬ 
mation that didn’t get into the first 
one, Aladdin The Magic Name in 
Lamps. The new book is Aladdin Elec¬ 
tric Lamps. Some 500 people showed 
up at the convention. They came 

from 49 states, England, Canada 
and Australia. 

Those at the meetings are a 
special bunch, Bill notes, and the 
group does more than just collect 
lamps. “There’s a real magic there,” 
he says, “and we like to think that 
we’re collecting friends as much as 
we’re collecting lamps and ac¬ 
cessories.” He notes that the 
camaraderie among the Aladdin 
Knights seems to be deeper and 
more enduring that that found with 
other collectors. “I’ve belonged to 
other clubs, collecting other things,” 
he says, “and there seems to be a 
zest at our meetings that’s lacking 
in others. We look forward to them 
as much to renew old friendships 
and make new ones as to acquire 
new lamps. 

“While many people think the 
kerosene lamp dates back many, 
many years, the truth is that they 
didn’t become commonplace until 
about the time of the Civil War. 
While the technology was there to 
make lamps that would outshine 
candles, the fuel was too expensive,” 
Bill says. 

When Col. E. L. Drake drilled the 
first oil well in Pennsylvania in 
1859, things started to change. With 
a thousand gallons a day coming 
out of the ground, the price started 
to slip, going from $1 a gallon to $1 
a barrel. People who’d only 
dreamed of owning a “coal oil” 
lamp before could afford to fuel 
them, and the market took off. 

Many lamps, though, had flat 
wicks. They burned with a yellow 
flame, flickered, smoked and were 
inefficient, burning far more fuel 
than necessary. Newer lamps, based 
on the “Argand” principle, featured 
a round wick, with air supplied to 
the burning surface through a draft 
tube up the middle of the lamp. 
While the round wick offered a 
larger burning surface and more 
light, it still gave off yellow, flicker¬ 
ing light and too much smoke. Fuel 
consumption was high, too. 

Not surprisingly, entrepreneurs 
and tinkerers worked feverishly to 
come up with design im¬ 
provements, because there was a 
market potential for millions of 
lamps. In the years immediately 
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after oil prices started dropping, 
there were about 100 patents a year 
issued for improvements in 
kerosene lamps. 

The main problem was getting 
enough air moving through the 
burner to get a good, efficient 
flame. 

“Inventors tried all kinds of 
things,” Bill says, “from putting two 
or three units together, to using lit¬ 
tle spring-wound fans in the base of 
the lamp to increase the airflow to 
the burner. They were real im¬ 
provements, but the search for a 
better lamp continued.” 

About the same time, an Austrian 
chemist invented the incandescent 
mantle, and the idea came up to 
combine the round wick with the 
mantle. The Practicus, a German in¬ 
vention, was born. It was a side-draft 
lamp, drawing combustion air 
through holes around the base of 
the burner. 

Enter Victor Samuel Johnson, a 
young soap salesman who had run 
across the Practicus during his 
travels. Born and raised in a soddy 
in Nebraska, Johnson had studied 
and read by the flickering, yellow 

Bill, in front of a wall full of 
virtually every kind of lamp 
Aladdin made, shows off a 
study lamp. 

light of a kerosene lamp. As a child, 
one of his favorite stories was that 
of Aladdin and his wonderful lamp. 

He left his job to form the 
Western Lighting Company in Kan¬ 
sas City, Missouri, in 1907. The 
fledgling company imported and 
sold the Practicus, foreign-made 
mantles and a line of foreign-made 
alcohol-burning lamps. 

Before long, he moved the com¬ 
pany to Chicago and renamed it the 
Mantle Lamp Company of America. 
He continued selling Practicus 
lamps while arranging production 
of another, better model, which was 
to be the first Aladdin, named after 
his childhood story character. While 
this was going on, the Practicus con¬ 
tinued to sell well. 

Even so, there were some prob¬ 
lems. While the Practicus booted 
out a respectable amount of fine 
white light — about the equivalent 
of a 60-watt light bulb — it was often 
smoky and sometimes unreliable. 

Johnson, who wanted better, was 
on the lookout for an improved 
lamp, and soon found one. It dif¬ 
fered from the Practicus in that it 
had a hollow tube up the center of 

its base/fuel tank, and ventilation 
slots around the base, like the 
Argand lamp. Air, drawn in 
through the bottom, went up 
through the center of the lamp, over 
the tubular wick, and on out the 
extra-height chimney, which was 
built especially tall to provide just 
the right draft. 

With a good draft and proper ad¬ 
justment, the Aladdin burns with a 
tiny blue circular flame. A big flame 
is unnecessary. Since it’s very fuel 
efficient, smoking is kept to a 
minimum. The blue flame heats the 
mantle, which gives off steady, in¬ 
tense light. The company boasted 
that “Half the oil goes over twice as 
far” in many of its ads, and ran an 
innovative, decades-long advertis¬ 
ing campaign touting the fuel 
economy, cleanness and eye-saving 
quality of light given off by the 
lamps. 

And Johnson, who was well aware 
that the Practicus had enjoyed a 
very short market life, worked hard 
to keep the same fate from befall¬ 
ing the Aladdin. At a time when 
many manufacturers relied on a 
growing market and shady advertis- 
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ing to keep afloat, he set up a 
research department, to keep his 
lamp in the forefront. 

It worked. During the late 1930’s 
and early ‘40’s, when the rural elec¬ 
trification program was getting 
underway, Aladdins were still sell¬ 
ing well — the company had seen 
electricity coming to the coun¬ 
tryside and had designed an in¬ 
genious converter to change their 
mantle lamps to electric lamps. 
Equally clever, the conversion was 
designed to allow the lamp to be 
converted from oil to electricity and 
back in a matter of moments. This 
helped overcome the reluctance 
many people had to buy a kerosene 
lamp with electricity on the way. 

Central station electricity was in¬ 
terrupted frequently in those days, 
the company noted in its literature, 
and a homeowner would indeed be 
wise to keep his burner and some 
kerosene handy, “just in case.” 
Many did, and sales were brisk. The 
company also got deeply involved 
in making regular electric lamps in 
1930. 

Then World War II began, and 
construction of electric lines 
stopped. The copper wire used for 
the lines, and the men who built 
them were needed for the war ef¬ 
fort. Aladdin stepped in to light the 
countryside, Bill notes, and was per¬ 

mitted to continue the manufacture 
of lamps because the War Produc¬ 
tion Board (WPB) had reduced the 
production of many electric lamps, 
and realized that there was a real 
need for good illumination out past 
where the line building had 
stopped. 

“At first,” Bill says, “the lamps 
were all center-draft, and were 
made of brass. As the price of brass 
increased, the company found a 
way to make a good side-draft unit. 
That enabled them to make their 
fonts out of glass, which was 
cheaper and gave increased design 
flexibility.” 

It was this ability to use non- 
strategic glass, and the superior fuel 
efficiency of the lamps, that per¬ 
suaded the WPB to permit Aladdin 
to continue making lamps during 
the war. Some parts that had been 
made of brass were made of the 
more readily available steel, 
however. 

When the war ended, rural elec¬ 
trification came back quickly, and 
the company, which had always 
been adept at marketing and chang¬ 
ing with the times, quickly got back 
into the electric lamp business. 

And there had been other enter¬ 
prises as time went by. Johnson, a 
pioneer in diversification, had tried 
many ventures. Of course, the com¬ 

pany made aftermarket items for 
the lamps, such as wicks, mantles 
and chimneys. There was a fairly 
brisk trade in “dress-up” items, too. 
Fancy shades and wall and ceiling 
brackets were popular items. 

But there was more than that. “In 
1915,” Bill says, “Johnson put Sam¬ 
bo Starters on the market. They 
were a lot like those on outboard 
motors today, but they were de¬ 
signed for cranking Model T Fords. 
The venture failed.” 

Johnson also diversified into in¬ 
sulated cooking dishes during 
World War I, and formed a sub¬ 
sidiary, Aladdin Industries, Inc., 
and began selling Aladdin Ther¬ 
moware jars and dishes, a field the 
company is still deeply involved in. 

The company also diversified 
into the radio business, built 
phonographs and entered the 
chemical business, too. Those ef¬ 
forts ended in failure, but the com¬ 
pany got deeply involved in elec¬ 
tronics, and still is. Today, Aladdin 
Industries is headquartered in 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

While Aladdin Industries is a 
diversified, worldwide concern, a 
good many people will remember 
the name because of those wonder¬ 
ful mantle lamps that helped roll 
back the darkness in the coun¬ 
tryside before rural electrification. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check ail wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 
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The SOUTHEASTERN 

Southeastern III. Electric Co-op 
Eldorado, III. 

Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
extends holiday greetings and heartfelt wishes for your happiness, comfort 

and safety as we usher out the old year. 
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Game preserve is new job fo 
Like many farmers these days, M. 

Norris Webb took a long, hard look 
at his northeastern Franklin Coun¬ 
ty farming operation not long ago. 
And like many farmers everywhere, 
he didn’t like what he saw. “I’ve 
farmed for years and raised four 
sons and a daughter,” the Frisco 
man says, adding with a laugh, “and 
I think I may have farmed a few 
years too long.” 

He decided to try something else. 
An avid hunter with a lot of land he 
couldn’t depend on to farm pro¬ 
fitably any more, he decided to put 
most of his land into the 10-year 
conservation preserve farm pro¬ 
gram, in which he agrees not to put 
the land into crop production for 
that length of time, although he may 
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use it for other purposes. 
He decided to try a game 

preserve. A natural for a real 
hunter, you might think, but it was 
a painful decision, too, in a way. 

“To have good game habitat,” he 
says, “you have to practice what I 
call ‘lousy farming.’ You let your 
fencerows grow and have weeds all 
over the place, and that really hurts 
me, since I farmed carefully all 
those years. But now I’ve come to 
like such plants as foxtails and 
ragweed and the like, and I never 
thought I’d see that happen. My dad 
farmed the place just to the west,” 
he continues, “and my great¬ 
grandfather farmed the northern 
part of this property, and I bought 
my place in 1958. We all took pride 

1987 

in farming just right.11 

The farm boasted a nice 
20x30-foot garage — made of oak 
— that would lend itself nicely to 
conversion to a clubhouse, and 
Norris set to work on that. The 
main job involved covering the in¬ 
side with chipboard, which turned 
out to be a little more of a chore 
than expected. “Every piece in 
here’s custom cut,” Webb says, 
“because the building’s awfully old, 
and there wasn’t a square corner in 
it. When the boys were growing up, 
this was where they worked on their 
cars all the time.” 

Anyway, he added a freezer, 
refrigerator, snack food counter 
and a card table. A wood stove 
made from a couple of 55-gallon 



Opposite page, Mike and Dawn Kovarik watch for doves. Dawn is Nor¬ 
ris's daughter. This page, clockwise from left: Norris in front of the 
clubhouse. Dawn, Onyx and Duchess. Norris, daughter-in-law Cheryll and 
grandson Dusty. 

Id farm 
drums helps keep the place toasty 
warm. There are sandwiches, 
drinks, snacks and ice available, and 
Norris also sells a line of Frisco 
Game Preserve caps and t-shirts. 

A taxidermy shop went into the 
building, too. Norris is a registered 
taxidermist, and will turn a good 
trophy into a permanent one, if the 
customer desires. He will also dress 
out birds for those who’d rather not 
perform that little task. He charges 
a dollar a bird, and provides a sink 
and counter outside for those who 
do their own. 

But for all that to be necessary, 
there First have to be trophies, and 
Norris provides them. While there 
are many quail, deer and rabbits 
native to the area, there aren’t 

nearly enough of them to keep a 
good game preserve hopping, so 

Norris stocks the area with doves, 
pheasants and additional quail. He 
adds chukar partridges to the mix, 
too. 

To encourage the birds to stay, he 
plants food and cover crops for 
them. “I wanted to set the place up 
so we could hunt doves over 
sunflowers,” he says, “so I had to get 
permission from the local ASCS 
office to plant sunflowers, and I had 
to promise not to harvest them, too. 

The local ASCS office, he notes, 
has “bent over backward” to 
cooperate with his efforts. 

Those holding Franklin County 
deer hunting permits can hunt deer 
on the 500-plus acre preserve, and 

a long, winding, tree-lined creek 
provides food, shelter and cover. 
Bows or shotguns are permitted. 

Norris has set up a club for those 
who want to hunt on a regular basis, 
and also has a fee schedule for 
nonmembers that should be 
agreeable to everybody. 

“We’re a little difficult to find,” 
he says, “because while Frisco is on 
the official Illinois State maps, we 
lost out on some of the atlases and 
other maps. But there’s a good map 
on our brochure — along with a lot 
of other good information — and 
we’ll send one to anybody who’s 
interested.” The address is Frisco 
Game Preserve, Route 1, Ewing, IL 
62636. 
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Weldon Gray, left, and Ted Wolfe go over an engineering drawing. Gray 
will replace Wolfe when Wolfe retires in April. 

Weldon Gray to 
replace Ted Wolfe 

Weldon Gray will be on November 1, and will replace 
Southeastern’s new engineering Ted Wolfe, who will retire in April, 
manager. He came to work atSEIEC 1988. He will work at some length 

with Ted so he will mesh well with 
the SEIEC’s way of doing things. 
This will ensure a smooth transition 
and provide for a continuity of 
service that we would not otherwise 
have. 

Weldon, a native of Malden, 
Missouri, was raised in Malden and 
graduated from the local high 
school before attending the Univer¬ 
sity of Missouri-Rolla, where he 
graduated in 1979 with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in electrical 
engineering. He has worked for 
West Texas Utilities, and was based 
in Abilene, Texas. 

While there, he attended 
graduate school at Harden- 
Simmons University, where he took 
business courses. He hopes to 
continue those studies and even¬ 
tually get an MBA degree. He also 
worked two years with Milford 
Engineering, a firm that does 
consulting work with the Rural 
Electrification Administration. He 
is a registered professional engineer 
in Texas. 

Weldon is looking for housing in 
the area and hopes to live in 
Marion, where he has relatives. His 
wife, Patty, sons Don and Landon, 
and daughter Ellena will join him 
when he’s found a place to stay. 

If your power goes off, we offer these 
suggestions: 

1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 
service entrance panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the "ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears all right, retrip the breaker to the “ON” 
position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other 
emergency, please phone 618-273-2611 from 
Monday through Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
After 4:00 p.m. and on Sundays, you may call the 
home of your area serviceman listed on the map 
at left and report power failures and emergencies 
only. 

5. If your serviceman’s home phone number 
does not answer or is busy, please call 618-273- 
2611. This number is monitored around the clock 
to accept your emergency/outage calls. 

6. Please give the party answering your call the 
name and location number as listed on your 
billing envelope and other information requested. 

lOd ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS/NOVEMBER 1987 


