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A lesson in rural economics 
Nearly 50 years ago, when electric service was little 

more than a spark in many hopeful rural eyes, a lot of 
people chuckled at the thought of those foolish country 
folks who had a notion they could run their own elec¬ 
tric distribution systems. One New York congressman 
was typical, and he put it like this: 

“Let the farmers build the electric co-ops, then, when 
they fail, we will buy them up for 10 cents on the dollar.” 

It wasn’t many years before that when cynics around 
the world scoffed at the early Americans who had an 
idea they could run their own country — no kings and 
queens, no czars or emperors, simply earnest, well- 
meaning people who believed in themselves and their 
ability to do important things on their own. 

They shrugged off the ridicule, and put together a 
people-controlled style of government to steer a new 
nation that soon was a world leader. People like them 
have kept it going pretty well for about 200 years. And 
many of them have shown just as dramatically that they 
can deliver their own dependable electric service, too. 

There is no map to trace exactly how these impressive 
results were accomplished. It is entirely possible that 
the how isn’t really the important message anyway. The 
essential ingredient was the quality of the people 
themselves, their fervor in their own behalf and their 
commitment to fashion better lives. They were much 
too busy with the job of shaping their nation in the one 
case, their self-owned rural electric service in the other, 
to spare time for the earlier pattern of bowing and 
scraping to self-proclaimed leaders. They were happi¬ 
ly experiencing the stresses and the satisfactions of stan¬ 
ding firmly on their own feet. 

The early Americans were able to put a nation 
together as they wanted it put together, and today’s 
Americans are equally suited to the task of keeping that 
people-serving concept alive and working. Those now 
served by the electric co-ops of yesterday also have all 
the tools needed to keep their services as responsive 
and effective as ever before. 

But, in both cases, the people must have one more 
thing — the will. 

They need the same determination to help decide 
things for their country and their co-op as their 
forebearers displayed. This is the test that speaks of 
human worth. Do you count? Do you play your part? 
Or are you simply a spectator? 

The American colonists put their lives on the line 
when they demanded their dignity, their right to have 
a voice. About half of today’s Americans shed that right 
as if it has no worth at all when they failed to exercise 
it in the last national election. Alarming numbers of 
others show that same unconcern when they casually 
pass up their cooperative’s annual meeting. 

If rural electrics finally skid to that predicted 10 cents 
on the dollar, this may be the way that last sharp slide 
will begin. 

Is this your account number? 

0000610000 
You could be a prize winner! 

If your name appears in this center section, mixed 
in with copy, contact Illinois Valley Electric to 

receive a nice prize. Phone (800) 654-1088. 

Board meeting report 
NOVEMBER 25, 1986 

The November meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to order 
by president Earl Bates at 1 p.m. on November 25 with 
all but two directors present. Manager Christensen and 
attorney Claudon were present. The following member 
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of the cooperative was present: R.O. Jewell. 
Routine orders of business were reviewed and 

accepted after due consideration. 
Directors reported on various meetings and related 

cooperative activities attended during the past month. 
Written staff personnel reports submitted to the 
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board concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were reviewed. 

1. The state association bought video sound equip¬ 
ment and will let all co-ops use it for a small fee. 

2. The Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative Com¬ 
munications Committee will evaluate the 1986 
annual meeting at the next scheduled meeting. 

3. A field trip of Illinois Valley Electric service area 
will be taken December 11 and 12. All board 
members will take part in this trip. 

4. The state association has developed data base for 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB’s) computer 
reporting program and will be used by member 
cooperatives if approved by the EPA. 

5. The dates for the NRECA Legislative Conference 
in Washington DC. will be April 27 through April 
29, 1987. 

6. The Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 800 WATS 
number was discussed by the board and it was 

decided to have it installed for after hours outage 
reporting. 

7. The board discussed mailing member lists to 
requesting members as to who should be respons¬ 
ible for the expense. 

8. The water heater program and grain drying 
incentive were discussed. A suggestion was made 
that a letter be mailed to members around 
Christmas or at the first of the year giving them 
more information. 

9. Member R.O. Jewell addressed the board. He 
discussed Illinois Valley joining the lawsuit against 
Illinois Power Company to recover losses on the 
Clinton Power Station. He stated he agreed with 
Manager Christensen that an across-the-board rate 
should be considered. 

The next board meeting was scheduled for December 
16 at 1 p.m. Thejanuary board meeting was scheduled 
tentatively for January 28 at 1 p.m. SI^IUJQ i-iaqiv 

MEMBibR Ser 
WATS line advisory New payment locations 

ATTENTION: IVEC MEMBERS 
The new service “In-WATS” line is now available 

when calling the IVEC office during regular work 
hours. 

(800) 654-1088 
The toll-free line is also being installed for use dur¬ 

ing after hours, including weekends and holidays. 
Because of lead time and equipment requirements, the 
telephone company may be delayed in making the 800 
number operational for after hours. If the 800 number 
does not connect your call to the IVEC office: 

Call collect (815) 875-4488 
The board of directors and the management are 

pleased to announce this toll-free telephone service to 
all IVEC members located in any area of the 
cooperative’s electric system. 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative has established 
three new payment locations in addition to the office 
headquarters building in Princeton. These centers are 
provided for the convenience of the membership who 
would rather not use the mail or come into the main 
office at Princeton. 

Galva Area 
First National Bank in Galva, 112 N. Exchange Street, 

Galva, 111. 61434 
Ottawa Area 

First National Bank of Ottawa, 701 LaSalle Street, 
Ottawa, 111. 61350 

Princeton Area 
Citizens First National Bank of Princeton, 606 South 

Main Street, Princeton, 111. 61356 

Operational policies: one in a series 
No. 21 — Damage to Cooperative's Facilities 

1. MEMBER-CONSUMER’S RESPONSIBILITY 
The member-consumer shall be held responsible 
for all damage to or loss of property of the 

cooperative located upon his premises unless 
occasioned by causes beyond his control. This 
includes, but is not limited to, such things as: 
A. Damage caused by overloading power 

transformers. 
B. Damage caused by improper or faulty wiring. 
C. Damage to poles, guys, meters, or other equip¬ 

ment caused by vehicles considered to be the 
responsibility of the member-consumer. 

D. Damage caused by a member-consumer or his 
agent by cutting trees which fall into a line 
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owned by the cooperative. 
2. PROTECTION OF COOPERATIVE’S FACILITIES 

ON MEMBER-CONSUMER’S PREMISES 
All meters, transformers, wires and other equipment 

installed by the cooperative at its own expense are the 
facilities of the cooperative and the member-consumer 
shall protect said facilities of the cooperative on the 
member-consumer’s premises and shall not interfere 
with or alter or permit interference with or alteration 
of the cooperative’s facilities except by duly authorized 
representatives of the cooperative. 

Under no circumstances or conditions shall any 
person not a representative of the cooperative connect 
or disconnect any meter, connect to a meter, or disturb 
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any wiring between the meter and the service wires 
from the cooperative’s distribution system after the 
meter has been installed. Any infraction of this rule 
shall be considered sufficient cause for immediate 
discontinuance of electric service without further 
notice. 

The electric service shall be connected only by 
authorized representative of the cooperative after the 
member-consumer’s installation and wiring has met the 
wiring standards as set forth by these Rules and 
Regulations. 
Joe Danielson, Secretary Earl Bates, President 

High Efficiency Water Heaters 
avaiiable for IVEC members 

Your Cooperative is now selling elec¬ 
tric water heaters for installation in 
residences served by the Cooperative. 

The SEPCO heater we are handling is 
an 80-gallon, stone-lined, 3,000 watt 
unit insulated with a two-inch urethane 
foam jacket. The SEPCO heater has 
many positive design features for high 
efficiency and long life, and is warranted 
against leaks by the manufacturer for 

a full 10 years. 
The SEPCO heater is for sale to 

members for $125 plus tax. The heater 
can be picked up at IVEC's headquarters 
in Princeton. Delivery, installation and 
removal of old unit will remain the 
member's responsibility. 

For more information, please fill out 
and return the attached form. 

Ask about IVEC's Timer Clock Program . . . 
Earn a $8.00 monthly credit!! 

WATER HEATER INFORMATION REQUEST 
Please send me more information on the SEPCO high efficiency water heater. 

Name 

Address 

City Zip Code 

Telephone My existing water heater is: Electric □ Propane □ Nat. Gas □ 
I am also interested in the Timer Clock Program: 

For more information, fill in and mail to: 
No Cl] 

ILLINOIS VALLEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
ATTN: MEMBER SERVICES/ENGINEERING 

P. 0. Box 70 
Princeton, IL 61356 

Member questions and answers 
Q. What is the proper method of reporting a power 

outage? 
A. Lightning, hail, high winds and driving rain are 

enemies of reliable electric service. So before — and 
after — severe storms rip through our area, knocking 
out power, there are a number of steps you should take 
to help you and your family through any outage. 

If your power should go off, please follow these steps: 
1. Check your fuses and circuit breakers. 
2. Check with your neighbor to see if his power is 

off. 
3. If you have not located the trouble call collect 

(815)875-4488 or toll-free (800)654-1088 to report 

the outage, listing any significant details. 
When there is a widespread outage, your 

cooperative’s telephone lines will be tied up with calls 
and it is likely you will get a busy signal. We answer the 
calls just as fast as we can; however, no amount of help 
or number of lines would be adequate to handle all the 
calls simultaneously. We can only ask that you keep 
trying. 

When you call, please report anything you may have 
seen or heard which might help us, such as a tree on 
a line, a loud boom, or a flash of light. 

Always remember to stay away from any downed line. 
Do not try to remove a tree from a power line — if the 
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line is “hot” you could be seriously injured or killed. 
Don’t gamble with any downed line — call the 
cooperative immediately. 

Do not try to operate a furnace which requires a 
blower while the power is off. 

Unplug or turn off appliances such as toasters and 
televisions. Also, keep doors and windows shut an 
drapes and curtains drawn. 

Always keep a fresh supply of batteries on hand and 
place a flashlight in a convenient location so you can 
find it quickly. Transistor radios come in handy, too. Stay 
tuned to local stations to keep informed about the 
outage and when power is expected to be restored. 

Remembering and practicing these few suggestions 
will help you and your family through a power outage. 

Q. How is a cooperative different from other 
businesses? 

A. Cooperatives have several distinctive features. The 
first distinction is that cooperatives are democratically 
controlled by member users. 

It is fundamental that those who use and benefit 
from the organizations must own and control the 
business. Otherwise, the benefits members are seeking 
(reliable, economic products and services) may not 
materialize. In most instances, cooperative members 
have one vote no matter how much the individual uses 
the cooperative’s products or service. This is true for 
IVEC members. 

Members vote to elect the board of directors at the 
annual membership meeting. This gives members a 
voice in controlling the business they own and use, 
because directors represent members. Directors decide 
policy and hire a manager, as in corporate firms. 

The second distinctive feature is service at cost. Any 
net income (margins) after expenses belongs to the 
members using the cooperative’s service. Illinois Valley 

Membership 
Records/ Billing 

Membership — joint or single? 
To members wanting to change their 

membership from individual to joint. . . . 
Please write or call Illinois Valley Electric 

Cooperative requesting your desire to make such a 
change. If you are unsure which type of membership 
you currently have, member records personnel will be 
glad to give you this information. 

If you write, please include the “member status 
change” coupon, signed by both you and your spouse, 
with your correspondence. Upon notification, Illinois 
Valley Electric will mail to you a joint membership ap¬ 
plication form for both signatures to be returned to the 
cooperative. Your membership would then be record¬ 
ed a joint membership with your spouse. 

Electric members receive this net income (based on the 
amount of electricity they use) through a patronage 
refund system called capital credits. Your cooperative 
uses the funds in the capital credits account as capital 
that would otherwise have to be borrowed and repaid 
with interest. The money saved by not paying interest 
helps to keep costs to members down. 

Capital credits are refunded to members when the 
board of directors determines the financial condition 
of the cooperative will not be adversely affected. 

Another separating feature of cooperatives is that, 
they are member-owned and financed. Owners not only 
invest their money in the business, but also agree to use 
the cooperative’s services. 

Questions? 
Ask your cooperative 

We want the members of Illinois Valley Electric 
to be informed about the workings of their 
cooperative. If you have a question or concern 
about your cooperative, please call or stop by the 
office. If you prefer, jot your questions down on 
the clip-out form below and send it to the 
cooperative. We’ll attempt to respond to your 
question as soon as possible and as best we can. 

We’ll attempt to answer the most frequently 
asked questions in a new Illinois Rural Electric 
News publication feature called ’’Member Ques¬ 
tions and Answers.” Your electric cooperative 
believes that a well-informed member is the key 
to the successful operation of a cooperative. We 
want to hear from you. Mail to: Member Ques¬ 

tions and Answers Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. P.O. Box 70, Princeton, 

Illinois 61356 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGE 
To change the status of your membership from Indivi¬ 

dual to Joint, both husband and wife should sign this form, 
and fill in the address and date and return to the coopera¬ 
tive. A membership application will be forwarded to you 
for both signatures. 

Sign  and/or  
Member applicant Member applicant 

Print name Print name 

Date  , 19  

Address  

Billing Statement 
Account No. Zip   

Mail to: Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Attention: Charles Teel 
P.O. Box 70, Princeton, Illinois 61356 
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Christensen 
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f Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. — 4:30 P.M. Route 6 & 34 West 
Monday through Friday Princeton, Illinois 61356 

During regular working hours, call collect (815) 875-4488 or toll-free (800) 
654-1088. 

For emergencies after hours, call only toll-free (800) 654-1088. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, Knox, LaSalle, 
Putnam and Stark counties. 

Cooperatives do have a future 
At a recent meeting, a rhetorical question was asked 

to which every cooperative leader should have a ready 
response. Simply stated it was: How do you respond 
to the statement that “the cooperative is an unworkable 
form of business that has no future?” 

This statement is being made in certain areas of the 
country where cooperatives have engaged in faulty 
business practices, or have succumbed to the ravages 
of the agricultural depression. 

Does it mean farmers can’t control their off-farm 
businesses? Does the financial condition of agriculture 
not permit growers to sustain investments beyond the 
fence line? Have structural conditions and competition 
changed so cooperatives are no longer needed to fend 
for producers’ interests? 

Have relations with owners-users changed so much 
members view their cooperative as just another 
business? Or, has the educational process slipped so 
producers and employees no longer understand the 
basics of cooperation and how to recognize benefits 
of operations? 

Each element may hold some truth depending on 
individual circumstances, but the larger question must 
be answered. Cooperatives’ image is on the line. 

As Russ Hanlin, Sunkist Growers’ top executive, 
points out, certain forms of production by syndicates 
or publicly held companies take market share away 
from cooperatives. He correctly infers the structure of 
production agriculture has a lot to do with 

cooperatives’ future presence in markets. 
Cooperative leaders, therefore, need to pay more 

attention to structure of production agriculture and 
policies affecting it. The independently driven produc¬ 
tion unit is the basic building block of cooperatives, 

the off-farm extension of the farm business. 
Cooperatives are not neutral on the structure of farm¬ 
ing issues as some have argued. 

A fundamental structural rationale exists for 
cooperatives. Producers are many in number although 

relatively small in size compared with other market 
February 1987 

channel participants who are few in number but large 
in size. Without ability to market or purchase on an 
organized basis, producers are powerless to deal with 
growing firms as characterized by mega mergers in the 
food industry, larger market shares, more diversifica¬ 
tion in product lines, and greater vertical integration 
of operations. 

Furthermore, mass markets require producers to 
coordinate marketing to achieve standardization and 
efficiency in meeting consumer demands. The gap in 
market power between producers and noncooperative 
buyers has widened since the Capper-Volstead Act was 
enacted in 1922. Changing market structure, therefore, 
remains today a major underlying rationale for 
cooperative efforts by farm operators. 

Cooperatives exist to penetrate markets and maxi¬ 
mize returns to members. They cannot perform suc¬ 
cessfully if members “use” cooperatives to play them 
against other businesses. As one cooperative banker 
recently put it, “The worst reason for a cooperative to 
exist is to provide competition,” meaning to use them 
when it’s convenient and not otherwise in a buy-sell 
system. Cooperatives are needed today. Many examples 
of successful organizations can be found where they 
are pacesetters in their respective industries. These 
cooperatives have identified marketing system trends 
in their respective areas and have adapted their opera¬ 
tions to them. 

The cooperative community is challenged to account 
for their reason for being and redouble efforts in com¬ 
municating this to farm constituencies and the public. 
Initiative must be seized to minimize the adverse 
impact of faulty practices in a few instances and people 
who would seize this opportunity to discredit 
cooperatives by raising doubts about their effectiveness 
and future role. 

Image counts. It is supported by performance. Suc¬ 
cesses need to be touted and deficiencies corrected to 

project the solid and reliable instrument cooperatives 
represent. 
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Board meeting report 3iD 
DECEMBER 16, 1986 

The December meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to order 
by president Earl Bates at 1 p.m. on December 16 with 
all but one director present. Manager Christensen and 
attorney Claudon were present. The following 
members of the cooperative were present: R. O. Jewel 
and Elmer Koster. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and related 
cooperative activities attended during the past month. 

Written staff personnel reports submitted to the 
board concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 
reviewed. 

The following items were discussed and/or moved on: 
1. The marketing program was discussed. Thirty- 

nine water heaters have been sold. Time clocks 
have been installed on 112 water heaters. 

2. A report was given comparing outages for 1985 
and 1986. The outages in 1986 were much less. 

3. The staff reports were given and it was reported 
that about 12 dual fuel systems have been 
installed and are working. 

4. The board discussed a spring grain drying incen¬ 
tive program. Also, the special grain drying in¬ 
centive program initiated last fall was reviewed. 
The grain drying program last year had been 
adopted on a temporary basis only for one dry¬ 
ing season. 

5. There will be an NRECA director training course 
520.2 given January 13 and 14. Several board 
members plan to attend. 

6. Uncollectable accounts were discussed by the 
board. A collection agency along with IVEC’s 
attorney are working to locate these delinquent 
parties. The list of uncollectables for 1985 was 
approved for transfer. 

7. The 1987 meter testing program was discussed 
and approved. This testing program follows the 
same procedure as was used in previous years. 

8. A Cooperative Finance Corporation note was 
discussed. It was approved to use the variable rate 
at 7 14 percent for the interest change rather than 
a fixed rate of 9 % percent for seven years. 

9. Member R. O. Jewel addressed the board. He 
discussed his request at the annual meeting that 
a list of individual salaries be given to members. 
No list has been sent at the present time. 

He also stated that it is his constitutional right to be 
released from Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative and 
plans to take legal action after January 1987. 

He also suggested that the board do something to 
lower rates for the majority of members instead of the 
minority. He was referring to lower rates through in¬ 
centives, such as for farmers during the September, 
October and November 1986 grain drying program. 

The next board meeting was scheduled for January 
28th at 1 p.m. The February board meeting was 
scheduled tentatively for February 25th at 1 p.m. 

Cooperative maintains life-support registry 
Public Act 83-632, effective September 20, 1983, 

requires public utilities to maintain a “registry” of per¬ 
sons who depend on electrically operated life-support 
equipment. Although the law requires that the 
existence of the registry shall be reasonably publiciz¬ 
ed by the utility, the individual is responsible for 
notifying the utility of the existence of the life-support 
equipment. 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative initiated a life- 
support equipment registry in 1981 and has kept all 
member applications, since its concept, on a current 
basis. 

Again, we are requesting that IVEC members, who 
have life support equipment, provide IVEC with a writ¬ 
ten certification of the use of such equipment and the 
period for which it is to be used. 

Please fill out the “clip-out” form and mail it to: 
Life-Support Equipment Notice 
do Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
P.O. Box 70 
Princeton, Illinois 61356 

A certification document will be sent to each appli¬ 
cant for signature after notification is received. 

Please help us keep our records up to date and your 
location on file in case of emergency. 
  1 

This certifies that the person below receives i 
electric service from Illinois Valley Electric j 
Cooperative and is dependent on electrically | 
operated life-support equipment. 

Member's Name  

Address   

Account No.   

Name of patient if different from cooperative member 

Is this your account number? 

0001984003 
You could be a prize winner! 

If your name appears in this center section, mixed 
in with copy, contact Illinois Valley Electric to 

receive a nice prize. Phone (800) 654-1088. 
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Operational policies: one in a series 
Policy No. 22 — Lighting Service 

ADOPTED MAY 28, 1986 
1. DEFINITIONS 

Private outdoor (Security) lighting service shall be 
defined as dusk-to-dawn outdoor lighting service 
available to any classification of electric service in 
close proximity to existing secondary lines of the 
cooperative or to the member-consumer’s wiring 
system. 

Public Street and Highway Lighting Service shall 
be defined as electric service to a single point of 
connection for dusk-to-dawn outdoor lighting of 
highway intersections, railroad crossings, highway 
curves, highway roadside parks, public parks, and 
other public places; or, for traffic, railroad cross¬ 
ing or other signal system devices and outdoor and 
roadside advertising signs. 

2. AVAILABILITY 
Security lighting service is available to all 
member-consumers. 

Quarterly operating statement 

Report for January 1 — December 31, 1986 

Account Description 1985 1986 

Operating Revenue and Patronage Capital .. $7,295,424 $7,122,730 

Cost of Purchased Power  3,412,455 3,989,552 

Distribution Expense - Operation   294,642 261,552 

Distribution Expense - Maintenance  382,865 314,212 

Consumer Accounts Expense  

Customer Service and Informational 

138,141 132,253 

Expense   43,337 173,931 

Administrative & General Expense  519,478 529,858 

Operation & Maintenance Expense  4,790,918 5,401,358 

Depreciation & Amortization Expense   707,294 428,347 

Tax Expense - Property  31,949 40,747 

Tax Expense - Other   88,057 71,379 

Interest on Long-Term Debt   1,374,794 1,181,938 

Cost of Electric Service  6,993,012 7,123,769 

Patronage Capital & Operating Margins ... 302,412 (1,039) 

Nonoperating Margins - Interest  154,163 126,129 

Nonoperating Margins - Other   60,525 50,857 

Extraordinary Items  -0- 0- 

Patronage Capital or Margins  

Statistics and Revenue Data 

517,100 175,947 

Number Connected Consumers  51 40 

Average KWH Used  10,611 10,474 

Average Bill  $1,350 $1,319 

No. KWH Purchased   63,933,627 63,314,664 

No. KWH Sold & Used by Co-op  57,427,682 56,696,830 

Line Loss Percent  10.2% 10.5% 

Cost Per KWH Purchased  5.33< 6.30* 

Cost Per KWH Delivered  12.20C 12.59* 

Member Cost Per KWH  12.73* 12.59* 

Miles Energized  1,663 1,704 

Revenue Per Mile  $4,387 $4,180 

Total Expense Per Mile  $4,205 $4,180 

Total Cooperative Payroll  

Total Out-of-Pocket Direct Expenses 

$1,041,242 $981,083 

Reimbursed to Employees  $7,953.17 $4,330.78 

Total Direct Per Diem Days  364 280 

Total Director Per Diem Amount  

Total Out-of-Pocket Direct Expenses 

$18,200.00 $14,000.00 

Reimbursed to Directors  $13,510.92 $6,558.70 

The member-consumer may own his own security 
light or rent one from the cooperative. If the 
member-consumer owns his own security light, the 
member-consumer will be responsible for any 
maintenance required to the security light. If the 
member-consumer rents his security light from the 
cooperative, the security light will be installed and 
maintained by the cooperative for a rental price 
established from time to time by the cooperative. 

3. MAINTENANCE OF OUTDOOR LIGHTING 
EQUIPMENT 
Security lighting equipment rented from the 
cooperative will be serviced as promptly as prac¬ 
ticable during regular working hours after the 
member-consumer has notified the cooperative of 
the need for maintenance of the lighting 
equipment. jajpjqjaA sai-reHD 

Any damage to the lighting equipment resulting 
from deliberate, malicious causes from vandalism 
shall be paid for by the member-consumer. 

4. CHARGES 
If the member-consumer rents a security light from 
the cooperative, the light will be connected on the 
cooperative’s side of the meter. The electrical 
energy consumed by the said lighting equipment 
will not be registered on the meter, and the 
member-consumer shall pay a monthly rental 
charge for the security light. 

5. MEMBER-CONSUMER PERMISSION 
The member-consumer shall allow authorized 
representatives of the cooperative to enter upon 
the member-consumer’s given premises for the 
maintenance of said lighting equipment. 

Earl Bates, president Joe Danielson, secretary 

Statement of 
nondiscrimination 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc., has filed 
with the federal government a compliance assurance 
in which it assures the Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion that it will comply fully with all requirements of 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Rules 
and Regulations of the Department of Agriculture 
issued thereunder, to the end that no person in the 
United States shall, on the ground of race, color, or 
national origin, be excluded from participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to 
discrimination in the conduct of its program and the 
operation of its program and the operation of its pro¬ 
gram facilities. Under this Assurance, this organization 
is committed not to discriminate against any person 
on the ground of race, color, or national origin in its 
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policies and practices relating to treatment of 
beneficiaries and participants including rates, condi¬ 
tions, and extension of service, use of any of its facilities 
attendance at and participation in any meetings of 
beneficiaries and participants of the exercise of any 
rights of such beneficiaries and participant in the con¬ 
duct of the operation of this organization. 

Any person who believes himself, or any specific class 
of individuals, to be subjected by this organization to 
discrimination prohibited by Title VI of the Act and 
the Rules and Regulations issued thereunder may, by 

himself or a representative, file with the Secretary of 
Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 20250, or the Rural 
Electrification Administration, Washington, D.C. 20250 
or the organization, or all a written complaint. Such 
complaint must be filed not later than 90 days after 
the alleged discrimination, or by such later date to 
which the Secretary of Agriculture or the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration extends the time for filing. 
Identity of complainants will be kept confidential ex¬ 
cept to the extent necessary to carry out the purpose 
of the Rules and Regulations. 

WATS line advisory New payment locations 
ATTENTION: IVEC MEMBERS 

The new service “In-WATS” line is now available 
when calling the IVEC office during regular work 
hours. 

(800) 654-1088 
The toll-free line will also be available for use dur¬ 

ing after hours, including weekends and holidays after 
January 22, 1987. Because of lead time and equipment 
requirements, the telephone company delayed in mak¬ 
ing the 800 number operational for after hours. All 
IVEC members are now advised to call the toll-free 
number at any time, day or night, to contact Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative. 

This toll-free telephone service is available to all 
IVEC members located in any area of the cooperative’s 
electric system. 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative has established 
three new payment locations in addition to the office 
headquarters building in Princeton. These centers are 
provided for the convenience of the membership who 
would rather not use the mail or come into the main 
office at Princeton. 

Galva Area 
First National Bank in Galva, 112 N. Exchange Street, 

Galva, 111. 61434 
Ottawa Area 

First National Bank of Ottawa, 701 LaSalle Street, 
Galva, 111. 61350 

Princeton Area 
Citizens First National Bank of Princeton, 606 South 

Main Street, Princeton, 111. 61356 

Problem paying bill? call Illinois Valley 
If Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative members 

should have trouble paying their electric bills on time, 
it is suggested that they contact the billing department 
and explain the problem. It is each member’s respon¬ 
sibility to keep payments current with monthly billing 

Save $96 a year! 
Talk to Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative about the cooperative’s 
electric water heater timer program. 
It will save you $8 a month, or $96 
over 12 months. 

Call (800) 654-1088 for details. 
Ask for a member services or engineering 
representative. . . You will be glad you did. 

statements from the cooperative. There are deferred 
billing plans available and several community service 
agencies which may provide assistance with utility bills. 

The agencies listed are: 

Tri-County Opportunities Council 
405 Emmons Avenue 
P.O. Box 610 
Rock Falls, Illinois 61071 
Telephone: (815) 625-7830 

Carver Community Action Agency 
120 East Main Street 
P.O. Box 28 
Galesburg, Illinois 61402-0028 
Telephone: (309) 342-0158 

Project NOW 
Community Action Agency 
P.O. Box 1179 
Rock Island, Illinois 61201 
Telephone: (309) 793-6350 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 

General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

f Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. — 4:30 RM. Route 6 & 34 West 
Monday through Friday Princeton, Illinois 61356 

During regular working hours, call collect (815) 875-4488 or toll-free (800) 
654-1088. 

For emergencies after hours, call only toll-free (800) 654 1088. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, Knox, LaSalle, 
Putnam and Stark counties. 

What is the . . . . 
Wholesale power 
We occasionally receive inquiries about the 

wholesale power cost adjustment figure that appears 
on monthly bills and are asked why it is necessary. In 
order to better understand what the Wholesale Power 
Cost Adjustment Clause is and how it works, we first 
need to define some terms. 

The first term we come to is Base Power Costs. When 
your cooperative purchases power from our wholesale 
power supplier, Soyland Power Cooperative, we do so 
under a wholesale power contract. This wholesale 
power contract states the amount we will be charged 
for each kilowatt-hour we buy. The wholesale contract 
also contains a statement which allows the power sup¬ 
plier to pass along to the cooperative any increases or 
decreases in the cost to generate our electricity. At the 
time your cooperative determines its rates, it does so 
using a current average cost of power. This becomes 
the Base Cost of Power, which is built into your rate 
schedule. Our base cost is 5.421 cents per kwh. 

The next definition required is that of Operation and 
Maintenance Expenses. These expenses are for 
building new line and maintaining your facilities as 
well as operating the office. In short, it includes all the 
expenses which the cooperative incurs in doing 
business, except the cost of purchased power. 

The term Net Rate, as used here, means the rate 
under which the cooperative provides the consumer 
service, excluding the State Utility Tax and the 
Wholesale Power Adjustment. 

Now, how does all this fit together? In Figure 1, we 

EXPENSES REVENUES 

cost adjustment? 
see that in order for the cooperative to meet its finan¬ 
cial obligations and remain solvent, the Revenue must 
equal the Expenses. The Revenue, of course, is pro¬ 
duced from the Net Rates and Expenses are comprised 
of the Base Power Cost including the Operation and 
Maintenance Expenses. 

As our power supplier has had to pay fixed costs for 
new generating plants in addition to the fuel used to 
generate our electricity, these increases have been pass- 

EXPENSES 

ADDITIONAL WHOLESALER. 
POWER COSTS ^ 

BASE POWER COSTS ^ 

O & M COSTS 

Figure 2 

ed on to the cooperative as shown in Figure 2. 
As you can see, the Expenses are beginning to exceed 

the Revenue and the cooperative will not be able to 
pay all its bills unless it receives additional revenue. 
This is where the Wholesale Power Adjustment Clause 
comes into the picture, spooky paeuaag 

The Wholesale Power Adjustment Clause states that 
whenever the actual cost of power is greater (or less 
than) the Base Cost of Power, an amount equal to this 
difference plus a 10 percent line loss is to be added 
to the Net Rate. The 10 percent factor represents the 
difference between the number of kilowatt-hours which 
are purchased from the wholesale power supplier and 
the number of kilowatt-hours sold to IVEC member- 
consumers. Any electric distribution system has what 
is known as System Losses. The losses are due to the 
miles of line, transformers, and other equipment 
necessary to provide service. If the Wholesale Power 
Cost Adjustment was simply the difference between the 
actual cost of power and the base cost, it would fall 

short of producing the actual dollar difference by about 

REVENUES 
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Figure 3 

10 percent when applied to the actual kilowatt-hour 
sales to our members. Figure 3 illustrates this point. 

Let us now take a look at a typical calculation of your 
Wholesale Power Cost Adjustment in Figure 4 using 
the actual cost of power purchased in January 1987. 

For the month of January 1987  $.0685436/kwh 

Base Cost of Power - (In Rate) $.0542100/kwh 

Difference $.0143336/kwh 

10% Line Loss - System Losses $.0014334/kwh 

Wholesale Power Cost Adjustment $.0157670/kwh 

Figure 4 

This is the figure shown on your February monthly 
bill for January kwh usage. You may ask, “Will a credit 
be given if the actual cost of power falls below the base 
cost of power?” Yes, the credit is computed exactly the 
same and ensures that the adjustment only allows the 
cooperative to collect sufficient revenue to meet the 
variations in the cost of power from its supplier on a 
monthly basis as shown in Figure 5. 

EXPENSES REVENUES 

Figure 5 

Board meeting report ~ SID 
JANUARY 28, 1987 

President Earl Bates called the January meeting of 
the board of directors of Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative to order at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, January 
28, 1987 with all but one director present. Manager 
T. L. Christensen, attorney Gary Barnhart, and Bran¬ 
don Jackson of REA were present. The following 
members of the cooperative were present: R. O. Jewell 
and Elmer Roster. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Several directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the past 
month. 

Written staff personnel reports submitted to the 
board concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 
reviewed. 

The following items were discussed and/or moved on: 
1. The board reviewed a recent residential rate 

comparison at various consumption levels for 
utilities in Illinois. The study indicated that 
Illinois Valley Electric was 22nd in the state at 500 
kilowatt-hours consumption, 15th in the state at 
1,000 kwh consumption, 25th in the state at 3,000 
kwh consumption, and 23rd in the state at 5,000 
kwh consumption. It was noted that two years ago, 
without exception, Illinois Valley Electric had the 
highest rates in the state. 

2. The cooperative’s pole trailer situation was 
discussed. Due to the state of Illinois’ participa¬ 
tion in a new federal program to enforce the U.S. 
Transportation Code which requires lights and 
brakes on trailers carrying over 3,000 pounds, the 
trailers presently owned by the cooperative are 
unacceptable. The options of rebuilding the 
trailers or purchasing used pole trailers were 
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reviewed. The board authorized management to 
seek the best qualified bid or offer on pole 
trailers. 

3. The board reviewed insurance coverage and 
increases for 1987. The feasibility of self- 
insurance on a statewide or national basis was 
discussed. The board approved renewal of the 
cooperative’s insurance policy. 

4. Pollution liability insurance was discussed. It was 
reported that damages caused during chemical 
spraying would still be covered under the 
cooperative’s general insurance policy; however, 
if a container were to fall off a truck and go into 
a stream and pollute, the cooperative would not 
be covered for damages under its general policy. 
The pollution liability policy is a claims-made 
policy. The board deferred action on this matter 
for 30 days. 

5. The procedures followed by the cooperative for 
sale of scrap materials were reviewed. The board 
approved continuing with the present 
procedures. 

6. The Youth-to-Washington Tour offered through 
the AIEC was discussed. The cost of this tour is 
$475 per student. The board approved inform¬ 
ing the members through the IREN publication 
that the Youth-to-Washington trip is available at 
the expense of the member for juniors and 
seniors in high school. 

7. Member R. O. Jewell addressed the board. He 
requested that the board release him from the 
cooperative’s lines so that he is able to live on his 
fixed income. He stated that he must cut his elec¬ 
tric usage to 300 kwh per month so that he doesn’t 
have to go to charity or other organizations for 
help. Jewell discussed the Clinton Power Station 
and the cooperative’s percent of ownership. He 
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made a comparison of IVEC rates to rates in 
Southern Illinois. He stated that he is within 75 
feet of Illinois Power’s lines. He asked that the 
board give his request deep consideration. 

The next board meeting was scheduled for February 
25, at 1:00 p.m. The March board meeting was 
scheduled tentatively for March 25, at 1 p.m. The April 
meeting is scheduled for the 22nd at 1 p.m. 

ATTENTION IVEC MEMBERS 

Is this your account number? 

0002458000 
You could be a prize winner! 

If your name appears in this center section, mixed 

in with copy, contact Illinois Valley Electric to 

receive a nice prize. Phone (800) 654-1088. 

"Youth to Washington Tour" 
June 12 through 19, 1987 

If you have a son or daughter who is a high school junior or senior, Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
will sponsor “Willie Wiredhand” students this year on the annual ’’Youth to Washington, D.C., Tour.” 
The students can participate only at their own expense. 

The cost for a “Willie” student will be $475 (transportation and lodging). Departure will be from 
Springfield, Illinois. The students will provide their own transportation to the point of departure. 

IMPORTANT 

If an IVEC member would anticipate paying for this tour, the son or daughter should fill out the 
participation form at the bottom of this announcement and forward to: 

Illinois Valley Electric Co-op, Inc. 
Attn: Youth Tour 
P.O. Box 70 
Princeton, 111. 61356 

IVEC, upon receipt, will apply for a “Willie Wiredhand” reservation in the applicant’s name — limited 
space available — these reservations are taken on a “first reserved, first confirmed” basis. If you are 
confirmed, additional information with instruction will be sent to your address. 

 Form and Questionnaire  
(circle) 

Yes, our son and/or daughter would like to participate in the "Youth to Washington" Tour during 
the week of June 12-19, 1987. 

We would request that space be reserved for student(s) as listed below. 

Name (1)  

(2)  

Address   

City/State Zip  

Enclosed is our check payable to: Illinois Valley Electric Coop, Inc. for deposit in the amount of 
$ ($475 per student). 

We understand that if our student is confirmed, further instruction will be sent along with the 
reservation. 

If reservation is not available, my total deposit will be returned. 
Signed 

Telephone Number Parent/Guardian 

Member Account Number 
(on billing statement) 

Address 

City State Zip 

March 1987 
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IVEC members now have three 

locations to pay electric bills 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative has established 
three new payment locations in addition to the 
office headquarters building in Princeton. These 
centers are provided for the convenience of the 
membership who would rather not use the mail or 
come into the main office at Priceton. 

Galva Area 
First National Bank in Galva, 112 N. Exchange 

Street, Galva, 111. 61434 

Ottawa Area 
First National Bank of Ottawa, 701 LaSalle Street, 

Galva, 111. 61350 

Princeton Area 
Citizens First National Bank of Princeton, 606 

South Main Street, Princeton, 111. 61356 

WATS line for 
IVEC members 

The new “In-WATS” line is now in service when 
calling the IVEC office during regular work hours. 

TOLL FREE (800) 654-1088 

The toll-free line will also be available for use dur¬ 
ing after hours, including weekends and holidays. 
All IVEC members are now advised to call the toll 
free telephone number at any time, day or night, to 
contact Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative. 

This toll free telephone service is available to all 
IVEC members located in any area of the 
cooperative’s electric system. 

Two ways to SAVE on water heating 
* High-eMiciency water heater 

* Water heater timer clock credit 
FIRST, your cooperative is now selling electric water heaters for installation in 
residences served by the cooperative. 

The SEPCO heater we are handling is an 80-gallon, stone-lined 3,000-watt unit 
insulated with a two-inch urethane foam jacket. The SEPCO heater has many positive 
design features for high efficiency and long life and is warranted against leaks by 
the manufacturer for a full 10 years. 

The SEPCO water heater is for sale to IVEC members only for $125 plus tax. The 
water heater can be picked up at IVEC's headquarters in Princeton. Delivery, 
installation and removal of the old unit will be the member's responsibility. 

SECOND, if you add a water heater timer clock to your new or existing unit and 
agree to have it set to be off for the 6 a.m.-8 a.m. and 5 p.m.-7 p.m. time periods, 
an $8 a month credit will begin appearing on your bill. Your board of directors has 
made a long-term commitment that the credit will not be lower than $8 a month, 
at least until December 31, 1991. 

To participate in either program contact the cooperative's Engineering/Member 
Service Department toll free at 800-654-1088. 

j WATER HEATER. TIMER CLOCK PROGRAM INFORMATION REQUEST  
Please send me more information on the SEPCO high efficiency water heater EH 

| and/or the water heater timer clock program ED. 
j Name    
j Address    
| City  Zip Code   

Telephone My existing water is: Electric ED Propane ED Nat. Gas ED 
For more information, fill in and mail to: 

l ILLINOIS VALLEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE. INC. 
Attn: Member Services/Engineering 
P.O. Box 70 
Princeton, IL 61356 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 

General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

f Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. Route 6 & 34 West 
Monday through Friday Princeton, Illinois 61356 

During regular working hours, call collect (815) 875-4488 or toll-free (800) 
654-1088. 

For emergencies after hours, call only toll-free (800) 654-1088. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, Knox, LaSalle, 
Putnam and Stark counties. 

Communicating with IVEC members . . . 
Important factors in a member-owned utility 

Communication is a vital part of your cooperative’s 
way of conducting business. It works in various forms 
to provide the member-consumer a tool to better 
understand what is happening at their cooperative. 

Some of these communication sources for IVEC 
members are: 

ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS — This is a 
monthly magazine published by the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives in Springfield. It is a 
source of information on statewide matters of interest 
to all Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative members. 

IREN SPECIAL SECTION — In each monthly IREN 
magazine that members receive, there is a special four- 
page center section, printed on colored stock, devoted 
entirely to Illinois Valley Electric news. Be sure to 
review this section for news and information about 
your cooperative. 

MEMBER ADVISORY COMMITTEE — Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative has a Member Advisory 
Committee, consisting of 36 members who represent 
the nine director districts, that allows you, as a member, 
to get Avolved in issues that concern your cooperative. 
The committee meets four times yearly and each 
member serves a term of three years. If you would like 
to serve on this committee, contact your area director 
or the IVEC office in Princeton to submit your name. 

YOUTH TOUR — This year, Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative will sponsor an IVEC member’s son or 
daughter with application, at the member’s own 
expense, for a trip to Washington, D.C. These spon¬ 
sored high school students will tour historical sites and 
speak with their legislators while in Washington. 

The purpose of this trip is to educate the students 
more about the rural electric cooperative and the way 
it does business. The more these young people learn 
today about their cooperative, and its impact in our 
society, the better informed they will be as future 
cooperative members. 

MEMBER COMMUNICATION — Your cooperative 

has initiated several programs that provide the member 
a more convenient way to communicate with the IVEC 
office and operations personnel: 

• A toll-free WATS telephone line was made available 
for all IVEC members in any area of the cooperative’s 
system to call the Princeton office for business or repor¬ 
ting emergencies. 

• Answering service personnel are on duty 24 hours 
a day including holidays and weekends ready to receive 
any trouble calls. Telephone equipment has been up¬ 
graded so several calls can be handled at one time after 
regular office hours. 

ANNUAL MEETING — This meeting, held once 
each year, provides the member an opportunity to 
participate in electing directors, hear reports from 
officers, and become involved directly with unfinished 
and new busivess of the cooperative. Its a time when 
critical decisions are made affecting the future of each 
IVEC member. 

AREA/DISTRICT MEETINGS — These informal 
meetings are held in the various areas or districts of 
the cooperative’s system each year to allow the IVEC 
member to visit “one on one” with their district direc¬ 
tor, general manager or staff personnel. This is an 
up-to-date, informative session that gives the member 
an opportunity to ask questions about the planning and 
operations of the cooperative. 

Through these important sources, Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative is seeking better ways to keep 
members informed about their cooperative. Also, IVEC 
seeks suggestions and input from its members. We urge 
members to write to us. IVEC will make every attempt 
to answer the most frequently asked questions in the 
IREN special section under “Member Questions and 
Answers.” 

It’s your cooperative — Illinois Valley Electric is 
doing its best to provide a channel of communication 
to its members. 
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Restructuring IVEC debt 
Officials of the Rural Electrification Administration 

have developed an “unofficial plan” for restructuring 
the debts of Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative. The 
board of directors met in executive session on April 
3 to be briefed on the plan and expressed confidence 
that members finally will have a debt structure that will 
allow stable rates. 

Manager T. L. Christensen said details of the plan 
must remain confidential until REA makes the pro¬ 
posal “official” but that great progress has been made 
in recent weeks in negotiations with REA. “We’re very 
pleased that REA finally seems willing to restructure 
our debts in a way that will mean real relief to our 
members,” he advised the board. “We’ll be the first 
distribution cooperative in the United States to get 
these kinds of concessions from our federal banker.” 

After hearing details of the REA plan and discuss¬ 
ing options with representatives of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, the board adopted 
a resolution urging REA to conclude work on IVEC’s 

The February meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to order 
by president Earl Bates at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, 
February 25, 1987. Dorothy Wilson and Vincent 
Fredrickson were absent. Manager T. L. Christensen 
and attorney Chester J. Claudon were present. The 
following members of the cooperative were present: R. 
O. Jewell and Elmer Roster. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Several directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the past 
month. 

Written staff personnel reports submitted to the 
board concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were 
reviewed. 

The following items were discussed and/or moved on: 
1. The cooperative’s radio communication dif¬ 

ficulties were reviewed by the board. The 
cooperative’s present radio system is inadequate 
to reach the far ends of the service area. The 
board approved utilizing an addition to the 
present system on a trial basis in one area of its 
territory to determine whether it will solve the 
radio communication problem. 

2. The board reviewed the increase in the 
wholesale power cost adjustment in January. 
Manager Christensen explained that the large 
increase was due to the compounding effect of 
the deferral of equity funding to Soyland Power 
Cooperative during 1986. He reported that 

debt restructuring plan and present the board with a 
formal proposal. 

As presented, the unofficial plan would allow the 
cooperative to maintain stable rates for the near future 
and future rate increases would be at or below the rate 
of inflation. “When the board unilaterally lowered 
IVEC rates by two cents last summer, we did not know 
if we could obtain enough benefits from debt restruc¬ 
turing to keep those rates in place,” Christensen said. 
“This plan actually lowers our interest cost. It does not 
just stretch out our payments, which would mean more 
interest cost over time.” 

Christensen will be meeting with REA officials and 
representatives of the National Rural Utilities 
Cooperative Finance Corporation (CFC), IVEC’s other 
major lender, later this month seeking final agreement 
on the cooperative’s debt restructuring plan. “We want 
to get this behind us at last,” Christensen said. “Our 
members need to know that we will finally have rate 
stability.” 

no 
through the rate reduction effective July 1, 1986, 
the members had a savings to date of $264,000 
over and above the 2 cents per kilowatt-hour. 

3. A load management rate for central air condi¬ 
tioning loads was discussed. The board 
approved pursuing an air conditioning proposal 
under which the cooperative would furnish the 
meter and the member would pay all other costs. 

4. The board was informed that inquiries had been 
made as to the cooperative’s plans for participa¬ 
tion in the National Rural Telecommunications 
Cooperative (NRTC). Negotiations have been 
completed with 12 channels and are continuing 
with the major entertainment channels. Negotia¬ 
tions should be completed by late spring or early 
summer, and indications are that the monthly 
fee will be $10-$12 plus the cost of renting the 
descrambler. The board approved continuing to 
investigate membership in the NRTC. 

5. The cooperative’s pole trailer situation was 
discussed. The board was informed that a good, 
used pole trailer had been purchased for $1,700. 
Two other pole trailers belonging to the 
cooperative are being refurbished for approx¬ 
imately $1,500 each. 

6. The Legislative Conference scheduled for April 
27-29, 1987, in Washington, D.C., was discussed. 
Manager Christensen advised the board that in 
view of the requests made on our legislators dur¬ 
ing the past year and letters written by our 
legislators to REA in support of the 
cooperative’s restructuring plan, it is important 

Board meeting report 
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that representatives of Illinois Valley Electric 
attend this Legislative Conference. President 
Bates will select a delegation of four to attend 
the Legislative Conference. 

7. Attorney Claudon explained the board's 
response to Mr. Jewell’s request to be released 
from the cooperative’s service area to seek 
power from another source. Claudon stated that 
a letter had been sent previously to Jewell ad¬ 
vising him that policy does not permit release 
of members from the cooperative’s lines. 

8. Member Jewell addressed the board. He stated 
that he had moved his wife onto a public utility. 
He advised that his air conditioning would not 
run this summer. He stated that he knew the 

deferral of equity funding would come back on 
the board. It did more harm than good, he said. 
Jewell discussed REAC meetings held. 

The next board meeting was scheduled for March 
25, 1987, at 1 p.m. The April board meeting was 
scheduled tentatively for April 22, 1987, at 1 p.m. The 
May board meeting is scheduled for the 27th at 1 p.m. 

Is this your account number? 

0000356000 
You could be a prize winner! 

If your name appears in this center section, mixed 

in with copy, contact Illinois Valley Electric to 

receive a nice prize. Phone (800) 654-1088. 

If monitoring your meter indicates that your daily 
electrical use has doubled for no apparent reason and 
you have ruled out lifestyle considerations and other 
unusual uses, you can use the following procedure to 
locate sources of trouble with the aid of your electric 
meter. 

Step One — Turn off the main disconnect. The disk 
in the electric meter only turns if electricity is being 
used. Therefore, the meter should have stopped. If the 
disk is still turning, check to see that the water pump 
is turned off at its own fuse box. Sometimes the water 
pump is wired ahead of the main disconnect for fire 
protection purposes, BJSZ *T 

Now that the meter has stopped, you can proceed 
with trouble-shooting. The idea is to energize as much 
of your electrical wiring system as possible, one circuit 
at a time, and still have a stopped meter disk. 

Step Two — Turn off the main fuse or breaker in 
all buildings. Then turn on the main disconnect. If the 
meter disk is still stopped, this tells you that all wiring 
from the main disconnect to each building main fuse 
or breaker is okay. 

Step Three — Proceed with each individual building 
by unplugging or turning off everything that could use 

electricity. Then turn on that building’s electrical box 
or breaker. To further pinpoint possible trouble, turn 
on each main fuse or circuit breaker in each building, 
one at a time. 

Continue this process until one of two things results 
— if the meter disk is stopped, you’re okay; but it the 
disk is turning and the appliances are off, you have 
discovered a source of trouble. 

Common sources of trouble include electrical faults 
in wiring systems that are usually due to physical 
damage, moisture and dirt, or improper connections. 

Sometimes you’ll find equipment using electricity 
that you thought was turned off. It could be a stock 
waterer, thermostat, or basement and attic lights. 

If no problems are found, your electric cooperative 
has test meters or an EnergyTeller available to record 
the electrical consumption of whatever is plugged into 
them. By comparing your recorded use with that of our 
list for farm and home appliances and equipment, you 
can determine whether that equipment is using an 
unusually high amount of electricity. However, if all 
methods fail, contact your electrician or seek proper 
advice from your Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
member service representative. We’re here to help. 
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Two ways to SAVE on water heating 
* High-etticiency water heater 

* Water heater timer clock credit 
FIRST, your cooperative is now selling electric water heaters lor installation in 
residences served by the cooperative. 

The SEPCO heater we are handling is an 80-gallon, stone-lined 3,000-watt unit 
insulated with a two-inch urethane foam jacket. The SEPCO heater has many positive 
design features for high efficiency and long life and is warranted against leaks by 
the manufacturer for a full 10 years. 

The SEPCO water heater is for sale to IVEC members only for $125 plus tax. The 
water heater can be picked up at IVEC's headquarters in Princeton. Delivery, 
installation and removal of the old unit will be the member's responsibility. 

SECOND, if you add a water heater timer clock to your new or existing unit and 
agree to have it set to be off for the 6 a.m.-8 a.m. and 5 p.m.-7 p.m. time periods, 
an $8 a month credit will begin appearing on your bill. Your board of directors has 
made a long-term commitment that the credit will not be lower than $8 a month, 
at least until December 31, 1991. 

To participate in either program contact the cooperative's Engineering/Member 
Service Department toll free at 800-654-1088. 

j WATER HEATER. TIMER CLOCK PROGRAM INFORMATION REQUEST  
Please send me more information on the SEPCO high efficiency water heater CU 

| and/or the water heater timer clock program EH. 
j Name  
j Address  
| City  Zip Code   

Telephone  

My existing water is: Electric EH Propane EH Nat. Gas EH 

For more information, fill in and mail to: 

ILLINOIS VALLEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Attn: Member Services/Engineering 
P.O. Box 70 
Princeton, IL 61356 

i 
. 

——j 

J. 

District 9 
Vincent Fredrickson 

Vice President 
Victoria 

District 3 
Marion Ricker 
Asst. Treasurer 

Sheffield 

Kewanee 

C,l», 

District 6 
Dorothy Wilson 

Hennepin 

District 5 
Mary Carpenter 
Asst. Secretary 

Sheridan 

District 4 
Robert Sondgeroth 

Mendota 
District 7 

Joe Danielson 
Secretary 
Princeton 

District 8 
John Scott 
Neponset 

9 BOARD DISTRICTS REPRESENTING 4,425 MEMBERS 

YOUR AREA DIRECTORS 
• 5,841 TOTAL SERVICES IN PLACE 
• 1,704 TOTAL MILES OF ENERGIZED LINE 
• SERVING THE RURAL AREAS IN 8 COUNTIES AND 76 

TOWNSHIPS. 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

f Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. - 4:30 RM. Route 6 & 34 West 

Monday through Friday Princeton, Illinois 61356 

During regular working hours, call collect (815) 875-4488 or toll-free (800) 

654-1088. 

For emergencies after hours, call only toll-free (800) 654-1088. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, Knox, LaSalle, 

Putnam and Stark counties. 

There are many reasons 
for variations in electric bills 

When electricity was used primarily for lighting, elec¬ 
tric bills were low in the sunny months of summer and 

»higher in the darker months of winter. Today, in addi¬ 
tion to the lighting, every household has many year- 
round uses for electricity that add to the comfort, con¬ 
venience and pleasure of the family. Residential elec¬ 
tric bills follow surprisingly uniform patterns from year 
to year. The fact that a bill is higher than usual naturally 
arouses curiosity — there must be a reason. Our 
members have found there are many reasons for varia¬ 
tions in use and cost of electric service. 

Hot weather brings air conditioning and greater use 
of fans, refrigerators, freezers, dehumidifiers, and 
laundry facilities. Warm weather also makes appliances 
such as refrigerators and freezers work harder. Cold 
weather affects heating requirements, use of furnace 
fans, humidifiers, supplementary heaters and auto 
engine heaters. Holidays mean extra cooking, lighting 

and Christmas decorations in your home. 
Many changes in family life affect your electric bill: 

moving into a new home, alterations to the old home, 
more time spent at home, a new baby, relatives com¬ 
ing to stay, more laundry, more hobbies, more 
homework and teenage entertaining. 

This is a common cause of increased usage because 
everyone adds new appliances from time to time. Have 
you recently added a dryer, an air conditioner, a sup¬ 
plementary heater, a freezer? Or was it a color televi¬ 
sion or a frost-free refrigerator. Have you gradually 
improved your lighting, either indoors or outdoors? 
• The age and condition of appliances affect their cost 

of operation. 
• Even relatively new appliances may need 

adjustments. 
• Leaving lights or appliances on unnecessarily raises 

the bill. 
If you still have a question about the amount of elec¬ 

tricity you are using, ask for our publication “Your 
May 1987 

Family is Unique!” Many helpful hints are included plus 
a checklist for you to add up the average number of 
kilowatt-hours you should be using based on the 
appliances you have. It’s free for the asking from IVEC’s 
Engineering/Member Service Department. Please call 
us on our new toll-free number, 1-800-654-1088. 

Tips on cutting 
electricity usage 
1. Set the thermostat at 78 degrees or higher in 

summer. 
2. Use low-wattage fans to help circulate air indoors. 
3. Have the air conditioner serviced yearly. 
4. Keep the air conditioner filter clean. 
5. Shade the condenser unit when possible, but keep 

it free of leaves, grass clippings and other 
obstructions. 

6. Keep indoor registers free of dust, furniture and 
other obstructions. 

7. With central air conditioners keep all registers 
open for greatest efficiency. 

8. Control added humidity and intrinsic heat by using 
kitchen and bath vent fans and avoiding use of heat 
and moisture producing appliances during the hot¬ 
test part of the day. 

9. Close doors and windows while air conditioning 
is on. 

10. Keep heat producing appliances and direct sun 
away from the thermostat. 

11. Insulate and seal all leaks in ductwork in uncondi¬ 
tioned areas. 

12. When replacing or adding an air conditioner, 
choose a seasonal energy efficiency ratio of 8.0 or 
higher and be sure the unit is sized properly for 
your needs. 

13. Use window treatments such as light-reflecting 
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blinds, shades, draperies or awnings to prevent 
added solar heat. 

14. Use landscaping to shade your house from summer 
sun. 

15. Practice voluntary load management when outdoor 
temperature is 88 degrees or higher by setting the 
thermostat at 78 degrees or higher and shifting 
laundering, dishwashing, cooking and other hot 
water use to times other than 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

The March meeting of the board of directors of 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to order 
by President Earl Bates at 12:45 p.m. on Wednesday, 
March 25, 1987, with all directors present. Manager T. L. 
Christensen and attorney Bruce Beal were present. The 
following members of the cooperative were present: 
R. O. Jewell and Elmer Koster. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 
accepted after due consideration. 

Several directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the past 
month. 

Written staff personnel reports submitted to the 
board concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were reviewed. 

The following items were discussed and/or moved on: 
I. It was reported that All-American TV has replaced 

Consolidated Grain and Barge Company as the 
cooperative’s largest load. All-American TV will now 
be operational 24 hours a day. 

2 . Zane Juncker of Bowlby, Anfinson, Crandall Sc Haedt, 
Ltd., Austin, Minnesota, reviewed the cooperative’s 
1986 audit report. He discussed the significant 
changes in the cooperative’s financial status since the 
last audit, including reduced cash flow, altered rate 
structure, and deferral of payments to REA and CFC. 
The board approved the 1986 audit report. 

3. A large power load and the facilities provided 
relative to the rate charged was discussed. Stanley 
Consultants, the cooperative’s consulting engineer¬ 
ing firm, has reviewed the situation and has advised 
that a cost-of-service study be completed for Illinois 
Valley Electric. 

4 . A request for three-phase power at a location south 
of Spring Valley was discussed. Manager Christensen 
explained that the cooperative’s line extension policy 
and the option of rotophase had been explained to 
the individual making the request. The individual 
had refused both alternatives and had requested that 
the cooperative release the location to be served by 
Illinois Power Company. The board reaffirmed its 
previous decision on release of territory or member- 
consumer in not granting this request. 

5. Manager Christensen reported that a Fireman’s 
Safety Program was held March 11 for the Oglesby 
Fire Department with the help of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives. This is the third such 

16. Do not lower your thermostat to try cooling you 
house quickly. 

17. Do raise your thermostat by about five degrees if 
everyone is away from home during the day. Con¬ 
sider a clock thermostat to change the setting 
automatically. Turn the air conditioner off when 
you are away for several days or longer. 

18 Use an attic fan (whole-house fan) on cooler, less 
humid days instead of air conditioning. 

HD 

program to date sponsored by the cooperative. The 

programs have been well received by the fire 
departments. 

6. The board reviewed a problem with Illinois Power 
company’s transmission line that feeds the Granville 
Substation. Communications problems with Illinois 
Power Company in the Eastern Half of the 
cooperative’s service area were discussed. Soyland 
Power will be working with the cooperative to resolve 
these problems. 

7. Member R. O. Jewell made a presentation to the 
board. Jewell questioned whether the board realizes 
their responsibility to the membership. Jewell ques¬ 
tioned whether the Bureau County Nursing Home 
was served by the City of Princeton and whether it 
was within the cooperative’s service area. Manager 
Christensen advised Jewell that the nursing home is 
within the cooperative’s service area and served by 
the City of Princeton. Jewell stated that there had 
been negligence on the part of the board and the 
management of the cooperative since they had been 
aware of this load being served by the City of 
Princeton for a long period of time. Jewell question¬ 
ed when the board would provide the wages and 
expenses of cooperative employees and directors. He 
referred to the resolution passed by the membership 
at the 1986 annual meeting. 
The next board meeting was scheduled for April 22, 

1987, at 1 p.m. The May board meeting was scheduled 
tentatively for May 27, 1987, at 1 p.m. Thejune meeting 
has been scheduled for the 24th at 1 p.m. 

In response to Jewell's questions 
By T. L. Christensen 

In response to the specific questions R. O. Jewell 
presented to the board of directors of Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperatives at its March 25, 1987, board 
meeting: 
1. Does the board realize the responsibility they have 

to the members. (In reference to protection of the 
service area assigned Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative.) 

2. When is the board going to honor the members’ 
request made at the 1986 annual meeting allowing 
any member access to board expenses and per diem 
and employees’ salaries and expenses. 

Board meeting report <2 
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Your first question, as I understand it, was,’’Does the 
board realize its responsibiltiy to the members in pro¬ 
tecting Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative’s service 
area?” 

Over the past few years your board has demonstrated 
on many occasions that it indeed does realize this 
responsibility. In fact, you are a direct recipient of cor¬ 
respondence, as are other members, which denies 
requests to be released from service within Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative’s service area. On other 
occasions, past and present, your board and manage¬ 
ment have negotiated very diligently and successfully 
with large power loads to not only retain their con¬ 
tinued use of Illinois Valley Electric utility service but, 
in fact, increase their use. Just this past year Illinois 
Valley Electric successfully attracted All-American TV, 
which since has become the cooperative’s largest load, 
to locate within our service area; 

In December of last year your board and manage¬ 
ment took legal action against the City of Princeton 
Municipal Utility to settle a dispute over the right to 
serve new and existing loads within recently annexed 
areas and areas outside the city limits of Princeton. 
Once again the board was demonstrating its recogni¬ 
tion of its responsibility in protecting Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative’s service area. 

As for the reference you made at this board meeting 
involving the Bureau County Nursing Home, correctly 
named Prairie View Nursing Home, as I clarified, 
Illinois Valley Electric did not just a few months ago 
discover this nursing home was in the cooperative’s ser¬ 
vice area and served by another utility. It is a common 
known fact that this nursing home has been served by 
another utility for many years, in fact, before Illinois 

Valley Electric Cooperative was ever founded. 
To further clarify the cooperative’s legitimate service 

area, no utilities in Illinois had exclusive rights to ser¬ 
vice territory until passage of Illinois legislation in 1965 
called the Illinois Electric Suppliers Act. Unfortunately, 
this law does not govern municipal utilities. Municipal 
utilities are governed by legislation called the Illinois 

City and Villages Act. 
Over the past years there have been many disputes 

between municipal utilities and other electric suppliers 
throughout Illinois. However, each particular dispute 
being somewhat unique, no clear-cut pattern of law has 
been established for determination between 
municipalities and other utilities regarding right to 
serve. This fact requires each situation to be litigated 
on its own merits, which is exactly what Illinois Valley 
Electric is attempting in filing suit against the City of 
Princeton. This suite is not exclusively for the right to 
serve the nursing home but for the right to serve all 
territory within Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative’s 
service area assigned through the Electric Suppliers 
Act. 

Your question as to why suit was not filed sooner by 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative against the 
municipal utility is best answered by the fact that until 
recently the municipal has not attempted to serve any 
significant loads within Illinois Valley Electric’s service 
area since the enactment of the Electric Suppliers Act, 
which assigned Illinois Valley Electric its exclusive 
service area from other than municipal utilities. 

Your second question concerned when the board will 
honor the members’ request to examine board 
expenses and per diem and employee salaries and 
expense payments. Following is the exact excerpt from 
the minutes of the 1986 annual meeting where this re¬ 
quest was made. 

“The chair indicated that the first recommen¬ 
datory motion made by R. O. Jewell was that the 
board make available to members upon request 
individual employee salaries and expenses and in¬ 
dividual board member per diem and expenses. 
Lester Stevens seconded. Motion carried.” 
To my knowledge the cooperative has, since at least 

February 1, 1983, when I was first employed, never 
refused any member access for inspection of records 
to any of Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative’s books 
and records with proper application made in com¬ 
pliance with Administrative Policy no. 23. 

Blinking lights mean our system is working 
A power outage is an inconvenience for all customers 

that are affected by it. That’s one of the reasons our 
system is designed to avoid one. 

When a falling tree limb or lightning strikes a power 
line or a car hits a pole, for example, IVEC’s electric 
distribution system reacts with a brief pause. That pause 
is a safeguard that usually allows power to return 
without additional interruptions. 

Because of the sensitivity of many modern electronic 
appliances like VCRs and microwave ovens, those split- 

second interruptions are very noticeable. Any brief 
interruption causes the digital display on these ap¬ 
pliances to flash on and off and sometimes cause the 
memory of a computer to be lost. 

Customers who use sophisticated equipment may 

May 1987 

want to buy backup features now available from com¬ 
puter and electronic dealers which can help prevent 
problems that might be caused by the “blinks” that keep 
our system working. 

Is this your account number? 

0000685000 
You could be a prize winner! 

If your name appears in this center section, mixed 
in with copy, contact Illinois Valley Electric to 

receive a nice prize. Phone (800) 654-1088. 
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Do you understand your electric bill? 
Each month around the 10th, you will receive your 

monthly energy bill for the prior month’s kilowatt-hour 

usage. The net amount is due if paid on the due date 

printed on the bill. The gross amount will be due if 

paid after the due date which will include the penalty. 

If for some reason, your bill cannot be paid on the due 

date, please call the business office on the toll-free 

WATS line 1-800-654-1088. Also, if you have any ques¬ 

tions about your billing, contact the business office on 

the same WATS number for assistance. 

ILLINOIS VALLEY ELECTRIC 
CO OPERATIVE INC. 

P 0 BOX 70 PRINCETON. ILL 61356 PHONE 8754488 

/ f,o- 
Oead.ng 

To I KWH 
Multiplier 

r)J9 Meter readings 
^ 1 

© NRECA 

Billing code and class of 
service (listed on oacK of bill)( V 

Your rate schedule 

Use this telephone number when repor¬ 
ting a power outage. Toll Free 
1-800-654-1088 Keep For Y 

Billing Due Date 

Delinquent after this date 

Use this number when inquiring about 
your bill 

Amount due if paid on or before due date ] 

A factor based on the cost of fuel. The purchased power adjustment cost represents fluctuation in the price the cooperative 
may pay for wholesale power. As the price of generation may increase or decrease, so does the cost of wholesale power. 
This factor is multiplied by kwh's used for the month. 

Keep left-hand portion of bill for your records. 
Submit right-hand portion 

to office with payment and reading. 

Quarterly operating statement 
Report for January 1 

Account Description 1986 1987 
Operating Revenue and 

Patronage Capital  $2,098,539 $1,731,722 
Cost of Purchased Power  1,095,124 1,050,711 
Distribution Expense — 

Operation  88,034 53,860 
Distribution Expense — 

Maintenance   85,322 69,129 
Consumer Accounts Expense . . 29,935 28,276 
Customer Service and 

Informational Expense   36,045 43,531 
Administrative & General 

Expense  132,592 155,488 
Operation & Maintenance 

Expense  1,467,052 1,400,995 
Depreciation & Amortization 

Expense  162,705 111,565 
Tax Expense — Property  9,589 11,965 
Tax Expense — Other  25,915 23,129 
Interest on Long-Term Debt.... 293,320 293,158 
Cost of Electric Service  1,958,581 1,840,812 
Patronage Capital & Operating 

Margins  139,958 (109,090) 
Nonoperating Margins — 

Interest  40,980 22,033 
Nonoperating Margins — Other 16,003 (3,007) 
Extraordinary Items  -0- -0 
Patronage Capital or Margins . . 196,941 (90,064) 

- March 31, 1987 

Statistics and Revenue Data 1986 1987 
Number Connected Consumers 5,403 5,394 
Average KWH Used  2,724 2,637 
Average Bill  $389.12 $320.87 
No. KWH Purchased   15,700,864 15,627,305 
No. KWH Sold & Used 

by Co-op  14,702,281 14,270,219 
Line Loss Percent   6.3% 8.7% 
Cost Per KWH Purchased  6.9C 6.72* 
Cost Per KWH Delivered   13.33* 12.93* 
Member Cost Per KWH  14.28* 12.16* 
Miles Energized  1,699 1,704 
Revenue Per Mile  $1,235 $1,016 
Total Expense Per Mile  $1,153 $1,080 
Total Cooperative Payroll  $241,276 $192,836 
Total Out-of-Pocket Direct 

Expenses Reimbursed to 
Employees  $1,099.50 $1,060.47 

Total Direct Per Diem Days .... 79 88 
Total Director Per Diem 

Amount  $3,950.00 $4,425.00 
Total Out-of-Pocket Direct 

Expenses Reimbursed to 
Directors  $1,226.34 $2,551.85 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 

General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. - 4:30 RM. Route 6 & 34 West 

Monday through Friday Princeton, Illinois 61356 

During regular working hours, call collect (815) 875-4488 or toll-free (800) 

654-1088. 

For emergencies after hours, call only toll free (800) 654 1088. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, Knox, LaSalle, 

Putnam and Stark counties. 

Your meter accurately registers usage 
Your electric meter is a durable and dependable 

piece of equipment that monitors accurately only the 

kilowatt-hours you use in a given period. 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative is committed to 

keeping all meters recording and registering kwh usage 

on a timely and cost-efficient basis. To accomplish these 

goals, your cooperative implemented several programs 

that provide for an efficient, reliable and accurate col¬ 

lection of energy data from our metering equipment. 

Each year, Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

inspects and tests approximately 750 meters at member 

locations on the system. Results of these yearly field 

tests consistently show a very high meter accuracy 

rating. Most meters have tested within the industry stan¬ 

dard of a 2 percent variance. Last year, in 1986, our 

records indicated that no adjustments had to be made 

for the meters inspected. 

Meter testing has always been conducted for the 

IVEC member’s and cooperative’s best interest. 

Accurate meters mean fewer kwh usage adjustments 
and a more cost-effective method of doing business. A 

well-planned and regular program of meter testing 

ensures the integrity of the metering system. 

In addition to regularly scheduled field tests and 

inspection, meters that appear to be turning too fast 

or too slow, based on weather conditions and the 

member's electric load, are specifically tested when 

identified. Any discovered problem with the metering 

President Earl Bates called the April meeting of the 

board of directors of Illinois Valley Electric 

Cooperative to order at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, April 

22, 1987, with all directors present. Manager T. L 

Christensen and attorney Chester J. Claudon were 

present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and 

accepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meeting and related 

equipment can then be corrected as quickly as possible. 

Another vital link in obtaining efficient and timely 

kwh usage information is Illinois Valley Electric’s 

neighborhood meter reader program. 

Prior to 1984, cooperative members read their own 

meters and forwarded the reading to the office. It had 

become obvious that this method was not cost-effective 

and was complicating the computerized monthly bill¬ 

ing procedure. Subsequently, a cost-benefit analysis was 

prepared that indicated the expense of having the 

meter program would significantly offset the higher 

operating costs encountered under the old method. 

The move to meter readers did not add expenses to 

the monthly electric bill but kept costs below what they 

otherwise might have been. The meter reader program 

greatly reduced labor and paperwork requirements and 

enhanced the advantages of IVEC’s computerized bill¬ 

ing system. Your cooperative was able to keep more 

timely and accurate records, pay its purchased power 

bill from current revenues, discourage meter tamper¬ 
ing and repair damage to equipment before something 

more serious would occur, along with many other 

advantages. 
Our first priority has been and w ill be to make sure 

all service-related equipment functions properly. The 

result is better service and cost savings to IVEC 

members. 

ID 

cooperative activities attended during the past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board con¬ 

cerning the activities in their respective departments 

during the previous month were reviewed and 

discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or moved on: 

1 . The board discussed the fact that the Clinton 

Power Station had been granted a full power 

license which would result in implementation of 

Board meeting report 
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a 9 percent rate increase for Illinois Power Com¬ 
pany. A newspaper article indicated that the 
Governor’s Office believes that increases of 60 
percent over Illinois Power Company’s present 
approved increases will be required. Illinois 
Power Company rate increases will not affect 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative’s wholesale 
power costs. 

2 . The board communications committee will con¬ 
sider the use of a new member orientation video 
tape similar to a tape presently used by Corn Belt 
Electric Cooperative in Bloomington. The video 
tape would be dropped off at the home of new 
members for viewing at their leisure. The video 
tape discusses cooperative philosophy and 
history. 

3. It was reported that an additional 14 homes are 
expected to be built near the Deer Park Country 
Club golf course in the next few years. These 
homes would be served by the Cooperative. 

4. The date for the 1987 annual meeting was 
discussed. President Bates advised the board 
that the date previously selected for the annual 
meeting was the Saturday of Labor Day 
weekend. He advised the board that the Bureau 
County Fairgrounds was reserved for all other 
Saturdays in September. A discussion was held 
on the possibility of using the Princeton High 
School Auditorium. The bylaws call for the 

annual meeting to be held between September 
1 and November 30. The board scheduled the 
annual meeting for Tuesday, September 1, at 
the Bureau County Fairgrounds in Princeton. 

5. The board reviewed PURPA regulations and 
approved a rate schedule and contract for 
cogeneration. 

6. The board approved the completion of a cost- 
of-service study to be performed by Stanley 
Consultants and the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperative’s engineering depart¬ 
ment. This study is necessary to determine 
rates that can be offered for additional incen¬ 
tive programs such as the air conditioning 
marketing plan that is being considered by the 
board. 

7. The transfer of funds received from the sale 
of scrap in the amount of $584.98 was approv¬ 
ed by the board. 

8. Substation maintenance and mowing was 
discussed by the board. Two quotations were 
reviewed. The board approved having the pre¬ 
sent contractor continue to mow and maintain 
the substation areas. 

The next board meeting was scheduled for May 27, 
1987, at 1 p.m. The June board meeting was scheduled 
for June 24, 1987, at 1 p.m. The July board meeting is 
tentatively scheduled for July 22, 1987, at 1 p.m. 
I|EqsjBp\ UEUuajq 

Electricity doesn't take a vacation 
Many of our members assume when they leave on 

vacation, their service meter stops until they return 
home from vacation. If they are on vacation for two 
weeks, they expect their electric bill to reduce to about 
one-half the normal usage. 

Let’s ask ourselves a few questions before we assume 
our electric bill should decrease by any considerable 
amount during vacation time. 

1 . Was the water heater turned off during vacation 
time? Remember, if the electric water heater is left 
energized during vacation, it will continue to 
operate and maintain the tank temperature even 
if you are not using any hot water. 

2 . Was the electric refrigerator disconnected? If the 
refrigerator is left on, it will continue to operate 
to maintain set temperature. 

3. Was the frost-free freezer turned off? Frost-free 
freezer and refrigerators will continue to cycle dai¬ 
ly even if you are not at home. Many frost-free 
refrigerators are on a six-hour cycle, defrosting the 
frost on the coils and then cooling again within a 
very few minutes. 

4. Other appliances that are normally left on are 
dehumidifiers, clocks, pumps, sump pumps and 
automatic lighting. In the winter heat is generally 
left on a lower setting to keep the plumbing from 
freezing. 

If you are determined that no electricity is to be used 
during your vacation, you can accomplish this by 
disconnecting the main fuse or breaker at the main 
entrance box. Remember in so doing, those automatic 
appliances will stop. Your refrigerator and freezer will 
be defrosted and the dehumidifier will not keep the 
basement free of moisture. 

We suggest that you read your meter when you leave 
for vacation and read it again when you return. By get¬ 
ting these readings, you can determine the kilowatt- 
hour usage during your vacation. 

Another reminder is that many vacationers bring 
home one or two weeks supply of dirty laundry. Of 
course this gets the electric water heater off to a heavy 
work-out on the first day or two home. 

Remember, even though you are away form home, 
the electrical requirement for power in the home still 
exists. 

Is this your account number? 

0002775000 
You could be a prize winner! 

If vour name appears in this center section, mixed 
in with copy, contact Illinois Valley Electric to 

receive a nice prize. Phone (800) 654-1088. 
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Member Services 

Payment locations 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative has established 

three new payment locations in addition to the office 
headquarters building in Princeton. These centers are 
provided for the convenience of the membership who 
would rather not use the mail or come into the main 
office at Princeton. 

Galva Area 
First National Bank in Galva, 112 N. Exchange Street, 

Galva, 111. 61434 
Ottawa Area 

First National Bank of Ottawa, 701 LaSalle Street, 
Ottawa, 111. 61350 

Princeton Area 
Citizens First National Bank of Princeton, 606 South 

Main Street, Princeton, 111. 61356 

Two ways to SAVE on water heating 

* High-efficiency water heater 
* Water heater timer clock credit 

FIRST, your cooperative is now selling electric water heaters ior installation in 
residences served by the cooperative. 

The SEPCO heater we are handling is an 80-gallon, stone-lined 3,000-watt unit 
insulated with a two-inch urethane foam jacket. The SEPCO heater has many positive 
design features for high efficiency and long life and is warranted against leaks by 
the manufacturer for a full 10 years. 

The SEPCO water heater is for sale to 1VEC members only for $125 plus tax. The 
water heater can be picked up at IVEC's headquarters in Princeton. Delivery, 
installation and removal of the old unit will be the member's responsibility. 

SECOND, if you add a water heater timer clock to your new or existing unit and 
agree to have it set to be off for the 6 a.m.-8 a.m. and 5 p.m.-7 p.m. time periods, 
an $8 a month credit will begin appearing on your bill. Your board of directors has 
made a long-term commitment that the credit will not be lower than $8 a month, 
at least until December 31, 1991. 

To participate in either program contact the cooperative's Engineering/Member 
Service Department toll free at 800-654-1088. 

WATER HEATER, TIMER CLOCK PROGRAM INFORMATION REQUEST 

Please send me more information on the SEPCO high efficiency water heater EH 
and/or the water heater timer clock program EH. 

Name      
Address      
City   Zip Code   
Telephone     

My existing water heater is: Electric EH Propane EH Nat. Gas EH 
For more information, fill in and mail to: 

ILLINOIS VALLEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Attn: Member Services/Engineering 
P.O. Box 70 
Princeton, IL 61356 
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Put a little security in your night! 
Rent a light from IVECU! 

Sign up today for a rental security light and no maintenance headaches 

Here's an excellent opportunity for less than $11.50 
per month. Members must agree to keep the securi¬ 
ty light for at least 12 months. 

No Maintenance Headaches 
IVEC security lights are the most convenient way 

to light your home or business. Check these 
advantages: 

(No Purchase Cost) . . . IVEC provides the com¬ 
plete light fixture and bulb, (100-watt high- 
pressure sodium vapor) for as long as you rent the 
light. 

(No Additional Electrical Usage). . . Power for the 
light does not go through your meter. Security 
lights use about 90 kwhs a month. The monthly 
charge includes all electricity needed to operate 
the light. 

(Free Bulb Replacements) . . . Have you ever 
wondered how you would reach the bulb to 

change it? IVEC does it for you. 

(Free Installation and Service) . . . All reported 
security light problems are repaired the follow¬ 
ing working day. 

(No Light Switch to Remember). . . The automatic 
eye tells the light to come on at dusk and go off 
at dawn. 

Safe and Secure 
A new security light from IVEC gives you the 

peace of mind that comes with a bright, dependable 
light. Many people consider it a silent sentry 
watching over their home and property. 

Order it Today 
Fill out and mail the clip-out form to begin your 

new security light service or contact the Member 
Service/Engineering Department at (toll free) 800 
654-1088 if you prefer calling your order in. 

Name 

Clip and mail to: Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Attention: Security Light 
P.O. Box 70 
Princeton, IL 61356 

Date 

Address 
(RR # and Box #) 

Home Phone  

(City) (Zip Code) 

_Work Phone  

Location Number. .Account Number. 
(Listed on your bill) 

Security Light Installation: Meter Pole 

Face the Light: South   West 

(Listed on your bill) 

.Transformer Pole  

.North .East 

I would like Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative to install a new 100-watt high-pressure sodium vapor 

security light at the above location for a period of one year. Service will continue at the end of the 

time period unless either party gives written notice for discontinuance. IVEC will install, service, maintain 

and provide electricity to operate the light from dusk to dawn. I agree to pay the rental charge for 

the light per month after installation. I understand the security light remains the property of IVEC. 

Member Signature     
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

f Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. Route 6 & 34 West 
Monday through Friday Princeton, Illinois 61356 

During regular working hours, call collect (815) 875-4488 or toll-free (800) 
654-1088. 

For emergencies after hours, call only toll free (800) 654-1088. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, Knox, LaSalle, 
Putnam and Stark counties. 

Priorities in restoring electric 
service during major storms 

Occasionally, we are asked how we would choose 
which house gets electric service restored during a ma¬ 
jor wind or ice storm. The chart depicts a simplified 
version of how we would go about restoring service to 
each house. 

Specifically, we would start at the source of the 
power, namely the substation. Then, similar to spokes 
on a wheel, we would work out from the substation on 
the main distribution line, repairing and restoring ser¬ 
vice to the main feeder lines. It would do no good to 
repair a small wire attached to your house if the main 
line was dead, plus the time spent at this house would 
mean that many other people are off even longer. 

In the diagram, the men would first work to restore 
the main distribution line. Since there is nothing wrong 
with the lines leading to House 2 and House 3, the 
repair to the main line would automatically bring them 
on. Next we would clear up any problems with the tap 
lines leading off the main line. In our example, the tap 
line would restore service to House 4. Only after all 
the high voltage lines are repaired, would we repair 
problems at individual homes. In our example, in¬ 
dividual House 1 and 5 would then be restored. 

Illinois Valley Electric has had members call and say 

that a crew drove by but did not stop to repair a pro¬ 
blem at their particular house. We hope this explana¬ 
tion will help you understand our priorities. Although 
at times it may not seem like it, there is a predetermin¬ 
ed plan to restore service to the largest number of peo¬ 
ple in the quickest time possible. 

For sale: stub poles 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative has 

available 15-foot stub poles for sale at $1.50 each. 
These 15-foot lengths are made from chemically 
treated line poles retired in the field. 

All stub pole purchases must be transacted at 
the main office in Princeton. Purchaser will be 
responsible for loading the poles and transpor¬ 
ting them away from the storage area. 

If interested, call toll free 800-654-1088 
or write to: 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Attn: Stub Poles 
P.O. Box 70 
Princeton, Illinois 61356 
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Board meeting report 
The May meeting of the board of directors of Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative was called to order by presi¬ 
dent Earl Bates at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, May 27, 1987, 
with all directors present. Manager T. L. Christensen 
and attorney Chester J. Claudon were present. The 
following members of the Cooperative were present: 
R. O. Jewell and Elmer Roster. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and ac¬ 
cepted after due consideration. 

Several directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the past 
month. 

Written staff personnel reports submitted to the 
board concerning the activities in their respective 
department during the previous month were review¬ 
ed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or moved on: 
1. The board reviewed the outages due to storms ex¬ 

perienced in the cooperative’s service area during the 

week of May 20. The worst damage was experienced 
in the New Bedford area, where 23 poles were broken 
and lightning hit several transformers. Jo-Carroll Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative in Elizabeth assisted by providing four 
linemen and two trucks to rebuild this line. Their 
assistance was necessary due to the fact that the ma¬ 
jority of IVEC’s crews had already been working on 
outages for approximately 36 hours. The board 
adopted a resolution commending the employees for 
their dedication during this outage and thanking Jo- 
Carroll Electric Cooperative for its assistance. 

2. Road-widening projects in Adams and Dimmick 
townships in LaSalle County were discussed by the 
board. The townships have requested that the 
cooperative move a considerable amount of line for 
these projects. The matter is being researched by the 

Question: Will Illinois Power Company’s recent 
rate increase affect Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative’s 
rates? 

Answer: No, it will not affect Illinois Valley Electric’s 
wholesale or retail rate structure. Illinois Power Com¬ 
pany’s residential retail customers will see their elec¬ 
tric bills increase an average of 45 percent because of 
higher rates approved by the Illinois Commerce Com¬ 
mission on August 7, 1985. Again, Illinois Valley Elec¬ 
tric members will not be affected by this rate hike. Il¬ 
linois Power Company sought the rate increase because 
of higher costs associated with summertime demand 
for electricity and financial obligations to the Clinton 
nuclear power plant. 

In regard to wholesale power costs, Illinois Valley 
Electric is a member of the Soyland Power Cooperative 
which is made up of 15 rural electric cooperatives. 
Soyland and another power cooperative, WIPCO, have 
12b 

ED 

cooperative’s attorney. 
3. The board was informed that the cooperative’s 

answering service would be featured on tonight’s 6 p.m. 
Channel 6 News from the Quad Cities. The story was 
filmed on Memorial Day. 

4. The rental of space on the cooperative’s radio 
tower was discussed. Space is presently rented to Radio 
Ranch, and Gem Electronics had requested space on 
the tower. The board approved allowing Gem Elec¬ 
tronics to rent space on the cooperative’s radio tower 
for $85 per month. The rental fee helps the cooperative 
pay for the upkeep of the radio tower. 

5. The board approved a policy for the handling and 
disposal of junk poles. 

6. Illinois Power Company’s 9 percent rate increase 
was discussed by the board. It was reported that $2 
billion of Illinois Power’s costs are not yet in the rate 
base and the Governor’s Office is predicting Illinois 
Power needs an additional 60 to 100 percent increase. 

7. The board approved joining the State Chamber 
of Commerce for a fee of $150. 

8. A bill pending in the Illinois House relative to 
liability of individual cooperative directors was discuss¬ 
ed. Under the bill directors could not be held in¬ 
dividually liable, except for dishonesty and willful and 
wanton conduct, if they are compensated less than 
$5,000 per year. Passage of this bill could save the elec¬ 
tric cooperatives thousands of dollars each year in 
liability insurance. 

9. Member R.O. Jewell made a presentation to the 
board. 

The next board meeting was scheduled for June 24, 
1987, at 1 p.m. The July board meeting was scheduled 
for August 4, 1987, at 10 a.m. 

asisipoo qip'H 

a 14 percent ownership interest in Clinton and has ac¬ 
cess to 400 megawatts of “fossil fuel” generation. A 
limit or cap of 450 million dollars of total Soyland in¬ 
vestment was negotiated with Illinois Power, which 
would not be exceeded in the construction cost of the 
Clinton plant. In addition, Soyland recently refinanc¬ 
ed $282 million dollars owed the Federal Finance Bank, 
which was money borrowed to finance ownership par¬ 
ticipation in the Clinton plant. The refinancing 
resulted in an interest rate reduction of 5 percent for 
Soyland with an annual savings of approximately $9 
million dollars. This savings allowed Soyland’s rates 
to member cooperatives to stabilize even when the 
Clinton Power Station began commercial operation 
this year. As a consequence, Illinois Valley Electric has 
not had the rate shock that reflects the cost of a new 
power plant coming on line. 

Regarding a rate increase for Illinois Valley Electric’s 
ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 
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area distribution operations, your board has not in¬ 
itiated a rate adjustment since January of 1983. Last 
year, on July 1, your cooperative lowered electric rates 
by approximately 2 cents, including a reduction of the 
wholesale power cost by 1 !4 cents for a total of 3 54 
cents savings, enacting a combination of “cost-cutting” 
operating procedures. Also, the board has been in the 
process of working with REA and CFC to restructure 

Membership 
Records/ Billing 

Membership — joint or single 

debt to lower debt service costs that affect rates. 
All of the previously mentioned activities have had 

a positive impact on stabilizing electric rates that are 
paid by IVEC members. 

In any case, FVEC’s future rate commitments will be 
determined by the needs of its members through an 
elected board of directors, not by rate increases from 
other power companies. 

Membership Change 
To change the status of your membership from 

Individual to Joint, both husband and wife must sign 
this form, and fill in the address and date and return 
to the cooperative. A membership application will be 
forwarded to you for both signatures. 

If you prefer, call IVEC’s toll free number 
800-654-1088 and request that an application be mail¬ 
ed to you. 

TO MEMBERS WANTING TO CHANGE THEIR 
MEMBERSHIP FROM INDIVIDUAL TO JOINT 

Please write or call our billing department requesting 
your desire to make such a change. If you are unsure 
which type of membership you currently have, member 
records personnel will be glad to give you this 
information. 

If you write, please include the “member status 
change” coupon, signed by both you and your spouse, 
with your correspondence. Upon notification, Illinois 
Valley Electric will mail to you a joint membership ap¬ 
plication form for both signatures to be returned to 
the cooperative. Your membership would then be 
recorded a joint membership with your spouse. 

Sign  and/or  
Member applicant Member applicant 

Print name Print name 

Date    19  

Address    

Billing Statement 
Account No. Zip   

Mail to: Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Attention: Charles Teel 
P.O. Box 70, Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Cooperative maintains life-support registry 
Public Act 83-632, effective September 20, 1983, 

requires public utilities to maintain a “registry” of per¬ 
sons who depend on electrically operated life-support 

Notice of director change 
At the April 22 board meeting, Mary Carpenter sub¬ 

mitted her resignation from the board of directors to 
president Earl Bates due to her acceptance of a full¬ 
time job position. The board interviewed several can¬ 
didates and appointed Ralph Freebairn of Route 2, Ot¬ 
tawa, to fill Mary Carpenter’s unexpired term as Direc¬ 
tor of District 5. 

Freebairn and his father farm 1,050 acres and feed 
1,800 cattle. He is president of the LaSalle County Farm 
Bureau. 

Is this your account number? 

0004510001 
You could be a prize winner! 

If your name appears in this center section, mixed 
in with copy, contact Illinois Valley Electric to 

receive a nice prize. Phone (800) 654-1088. 

equipment. Although the law requires that the 
existence of the registry shall be reasonably publiciz¬ 
ed by the utility, the individual is responsible for 
notifying the utility of the existence of the life-support 
equipment. 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative initiated a life- 
support equipment registry in 1981 and has kept all 
member applications, since its concept, on a current 
basis. 

Please help us keep our records up to date and your 
location on file in case of emergency. 

This certifies that the person below receives 
electric service from Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative and is dependent on electrically 
operated life-support equipment. 

Member’s Name  

Address   

Account No.   

Name of patient if different from cooperative member 
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Mark your calendar!!! 

1987 Annual 
Meeting 

Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative 
"Our 47th Year" 

Bureau County Fairgrounds, 
Princeton, Illinois 

Located on Route 34 — West of Princeton 
Tuesday, September 1, 1987 

Registration Begins at 11:00 A.M. 
Meeting will start at 1:30 P.M. 

* Lunch accommodations available 
* Marketing and power supplier displays 
* Appliance bargain table 
* Door prizes to be given out at registration tables 
* Early bird prize awarded every hour 
* Live organ music for early arrivals 

Nominating 
committee 
appointed 

The annual meeting of Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative will be held 
Tuesday, September 1, 1987, in Building No. 1 and 2 at the Bureau 
County Fairgrounds, Princeton. An election of board members will be 
part of the business. A nominating committee has been appointed to 
nominate candidates for election to the board of directors. They are: 
Ralph E. Peterson, Route 1, Alton, II 61414 (309) 927-3533; Robert B. 
Larson, Route 1, Kewanee, II 61414 (309) 852-2704; Lyle Litherland, 
Route 2, Sheffield, II 61361 (815) 454-2410; Edward Kuczek, 35 N. 38th 
Rd., Mendota, II 61342 (815) 628-7201; Robert H. Angus, Route 4, Ot¬ 
tawa, II 61350 (815) 433-1174; Herbert Carr, c/o Carr Brothers, McNabb, 
II 61335 (815) 882-2446; Donald Bradley, Route 5, Princeton, II 61356 
(815) 875-3484; Donald Marquis, Route 1, Box 77, Buda, II 61314 (309) 
895-6372; and Earl Waymack, P.O. Box 32, Victoria, II 61485 (309) 
879-2459; The Committee will meet at the Princeton office of Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, July 22. 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

f Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. - 4:30 RM. Route 6 & 34 West 
Monday through Friday Princeton, Illinois 61356 

During regular working hours, call collect (815) 875-4488 or toll-free (800) 
654-1088. 

For emergencies after hours, call only toll-free (800) 654-1088. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, Knox, LaSalle, 
Putnam and Stark counties. 

Attend your annual meeting 
Tuesday, September. 1, is an important day for your 

consumer-owned electric cooperative. 
That’s the date of Illinois Valley Electric 

Cooperative’s annual meeting, your electric 
cooperative’s 47th annual members’ meeting. I urge 
you to mark your calendar and plan to attend this im¬ 
portant activity. 

The meeting will be held in Princeton, at the Bureau 

County Fairgrounds on the west edge of the city on 
Route 34. Registration of members will begin at 11 a.m.. 
with the business meeting starting at 1:30 p.m. 

Although the cooperative will not provide a lunch 
for those attending the meeting, there will be lunch ac¬ 
commodations available for those persons interested 
in registering early and having lunch on the 
fairgrounds. Also, there will be live organ music pro¬ 
vided for those who plan to arrive early. 

All registering members will be presented a door 
prize at the registration tables, and there will be a 
number of early bird prizes offered. 

Also for those who arrive early, there will be displays 
and exhibits by Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative and 
Soyland Power Cooperative, your cooperative’s power 
supplier. Your cooperative has available a number of 
marketing programs to help members save, and you 
can get information about these at your annual 
meeting. 
August 1987 

We have a special feature added for this year’s 
meeting. A large number of small appliances and elec¬ 
trical devices wall be offered for sale at a members’ ap¬ 

pliance sale table. Products ranging from can openers 
to electric skillets to smoke detectors to electric grills 
to 130-volt light bulbs will be for sale to members at 
excellent prices. This feature has been a big hit at many 
other electric cooperatives’ meetings, and I believe this 
will prove to be popular for IVEC members, too. 

I want to emphasize that this is your annual meeting. 
It is the meeting at which official reports will be 
presented to the membership and at which members 
will be elected to the board of directors. And I want 
to also emphasize that all members have the same 
voting power — it’s one member, one vote. 

During the last several years, IVEC members have 
turned out in strong numbers to participate in their 
electric cooperative’s business. Your board and staff 
hope you continue this interest in the cooperative 
business you own. Recent years have not been easy ones 
for IVEC, but aggressive leadership by your board of 
directors has produced some very positive results for 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative. Some of these have 
been explained in this center section over the months. 
We are nearing completion of another significant step 
in the effort to assure IVEC members a reliable source 
of power at a reasonable cost for a long time into the 
future. We will be talking about this and many other 
good things that are happening at your electric 
cooperative. 

I hope to see as many of you as possible at the an¬ 
nual meeting. 

Is this your account number? 

0000922500 
You could be a prize winner! 

If your name appears in this center section, mixed 
in with copy, contact Illinois Valley Electric to 

receive a nice prize. Phone (800) 654-1088. 
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Mark your calendar!!! 

1987 Annual 
Meeting 

Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative 
"Our 47th Year" 

Bureau County Fairgrounds, 
Princeton, Illinois 

Located on Route 34 — West of Princeton 
Tuesday, September 1, 1987 

Registration Begins at 11:00 A.M. 
Meeting will start at 1:30 P.M. 

* Lunch accommodations available 
* Marketing and power supplier displays 
* Appliance bargain table 
* Door prizes to be given out at registration tables 
* Early bird prize awarded every Vz hour 
* Live organ music for early arrivals 
* Drawings for prizes after meeting 

IVEC members now have three 
locations to pay electric bills 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative has establish¬ 
ed three new payment locations in addition to the 
office headquarters building in Princeton. 

Galva Area 
First National Bank in Galva, 112 N. Exchange 

Street, Galva, IL 61434 

Ottawa Area 
First National Bank of Ottawa, 701 LaSalle Street, 

Galva, IL 61350 

Princeton Area 
Citizens First National Bank of Princeton, 606 

South Main Street, Princeton, IL 61356 

WATS line for IVEC members 
The new “In-WATS” line is now in service when 

calling the IVEC office during regular work hours. 

TOLL FREE (800) 654-1088 
The toll-free line is also available for use during 

after hours, including weekends and holidays. All 
IVEC members are advised to call the toll free 
telephone number at any time, day or night, to con¬ 
tact Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative. 

This toll free telephone service is available to all 
IVEC members located in any area of the 
cooperative’s electric system. 
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ED Board meeting report 
President Earl Bates called the June meeting of the 

board of directors of Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative to order at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, June 24, 
1987, with all directors present. Manager T. L. 
Christensen, attorney Chester J. Claudon, and Mark 
Harper, CFC field representative, were present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and ac¬ 
cepted after due consideration. 

Several directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the past 
month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board con¬ 
cerning the activities in their respective departments 
during the previous month were reviewed and 
discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or moved on: 
1. The board discussed the effect of the earthquake 

experienced June 10 on the Clinton Power Station. 
Since the earthquake measured only 5.0 on the Richter 
Scale, there was no effect on the Clinton Power Sta¬ 
tion, although Illinois Power Company did declare an 
unusual event with the NRC and did notify state and 
federal agencies as required by the NRC. It was 
reported that an earthquake measuring 5.8 on the 
Richter Scale would have affected the plant, and it 
would have been shut down. 

2. Dues to the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives were reviewed by the board. The board 
approved paying the dues to the AIEC for the coming 
year. 

3. The board was informed that Bureau County 
recently adopted a 1/4 percent sales tax. Water heaters 
and other items sold will be affected by the new tax, 
but energy sales will not be affected by the new tax. 

4. A certification to Soyland Power Cooperative 
outlining the expenditure of funds received under 

Soyland’s electric heat program was approved by the 
board. 

5. The board appointed the following members to 
the 1987 Nominating Committee: District 1, Ralph E. 
Peterson; District 2, Robert B. Larson; District 3, Lyle 
Litherland; District 4, Edward Kuczek; District 5, Robert 
H. Angus; District 6, Herbert Carr; District 7, Donald 
Bradley; District 8, Donald Marquis, and District 9, Earl 
Waymack. 

6. The board approved the allocation of $ 165,134.01 
from previous year’s margins to membership 
patronage. 

7. Delegates were appointed to the AIEC annual 
meeting scheduled for August 4-6, 1987, in Springfield 
and the NRECA-CFC Region V Meeting scheduled for 
September 15-17, 1987, in Des Moines, Iowa. 

8. The board was informed that National Rural 
Utilities Cooperative Finance Corporation, one of the 
cooperative’s bankers, would be relocating its head¬ 
quarters to Fairfax County, Virginia. The move will be 
made to save on taxes and higher expenses associated 

August 1987 

with the Washington, D.C., area and to provide better 
facilities. 

9. The transfer of funds received from the sale of 
scrap in the amount of $253.64 was approved by the 
board. 

10. The board was advised that an insurance solicita¬ 
tion being made by the National Association of Rural 
Cooperative Members has no affiliation with the rural 
electric cooperatives. 

The next board meeting was scheduled for August 
4, 1987, at 9:30 a.m. The August board meeting was ten¬ 
tatively scheduled for August 26, 1987, at 1 p.m. The 
September meeting will be held on the 23rd at 1 p.m. 

Quarterly operating statement 

Report for January 1 - June 30, 1987 
Account Description 1986 1987 

Operating Revenue and Patronage 
Capital  $3,804,354 

$3,130,470 

Cost of Purchased Power  2,012,422 1,914,168 

Distribution Expense - Operation .... 163,307 127,688 

Distribution Expense - Maintenance .. 159,265 150,259 
Consumer Accounts Expense  58,632 57,234 

Customer Service and Informational 
Expense   59,018 78,218 

Administrative & General Expense  262,532 303,413 
Operation & Maintenance Expense.... 2,715,176 2,630,980 

Depreciation & Amortization Expense . 327,477 234,132 

Tax Expense - Property  17,078 23,656 

Tax Expense - Other   42,770 33,276 
Interest on Long-Term Debt  591,383 591,622 

Cost of Electric Service  3,693,884 3,513,666 

Patronage Capital & Operating Margins 110,470 (383,196) 
Nonoperating Margins - Interest  73,764 48,473 

Nonoperating Margins - Other   19,200 (3,667) 

Extraordinary Items  -0- -0- 
Patronage Capital or Margins  203,434 (338,390) 

Statistics and Revenue Data 

Account Description 1986 1987 

Number Connected Consumers  5,399 5,419 

Average KWH Used  4,705 4,959 

Average Bill  $705.03 $579.50 

No. KWH Purchased  28,398.822 30,128,254 

No. KWH Sold & Used by Co-op  25,459,736 26,856,308 

Line Loss Percent  10.3% 10.8% 

Cost Per KWH Purchased  7.09C 6.35C 

Cost Per KWH Delivered  14.55( i3.m 

Member Cost Per KWH  14.98C 11.68C 

Miles Energized  1,702 1,737 

Revenue Per Mile  $2,235 $1,802.23 

Total Expense Per Mile  $2,170 $2,022.84 

Total Cooperative Payroll  $484,114 $407,666 

Total Out-of-Pocket Direct Expenses 

Reimbursed to Employees  $2,128.13 $2,105.82 

Total Direct Per Diem Days  147 158 

Total Director Per Diem Amount  $7,350.00 $7,925.00 

Total Out-of-Pocket Direct Expenses 

Reimbursed to Directors  $2,614.19 $4,818.60 
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Membership 
Records/ Billing 

Membership — joint or single? 
TO MEMBERS WANTING TO CHANGE THEIR 
MEMBERSHIP FROM INDIVIDUAL TO JOINT 

Please write or call our billing department requesting 
your desire to make such a change. If you are unsure 
which type of membership you currently have, member 
records personnel will be glad to give you this 
information. 

If you write, please include the “member status 
change” coupon, signed by both you and your spouse, 
with your correspondence. Upon notification, Illinois 
Valley Electric will mail to you ajoint membership ap¬ 
plication form for both signatures to be returned to 
the cooperative. Your membership would then be 
recorded ajoint membership with your spouse. 

Membership Change 
To change the status of your membership from 

Individual to Joint, both husband and wife must sign 
this form, and fill in the address and date and return 
to the cooperative. A membership application will be 
forwarded to you for both signatures. 

If you prefer, call IVEC’s toll free number 
800-654-1088 and request that an application be mail¬ 
ed to you. 

Sign  and/or  
Member applicant Member applicant 

Print name Print name 

Date    19  

Address     

Billing Statement 
Account No.  Zip   

Mail to: Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Attention: Charles Teel 
P.O. Box 70, Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Dual Fuel Space Heating 
The Affordable Choice 

Illinois Valley Electric is now offering a special low electric heating rate for Dual Heat at all times 
except peak times . . . those few hours or days when the outdoor temperature is below 15 degrees. The 
Dual Heat rate makes electricity far cheaper to use than your present fuel. 

To take advantage of this special low rate, use an electric heating unit with an alternate heating source. 
You will use electricity for primary heating, except at peak times when an outdoor thermostat switches 
the heat back to fossil fuel. When the peak is over, the controller switches to electricity. 

Here is the best part of converting to Dual Heat: the new off-peak electric heat rate is 3.5 cents per 
kwh. This is competitive with other fuels. For the best possible efficiency, the water-source heat pump 
in a Dual Heat application would be equal to heating with propane at 18 cents per gallon or oil at 25 
cents per gallon. 

In addition, if you convert to Dual Heat using electricity as a primary source, a special cash bonus 
of $400 is offered to help defray the installation costs. Then you’ll be ready to heat with the least expensive 
fuel available: abundant electricity most of the time and an alternate fuel other times. So think of the 
days when you paid more than was necessary to heat your home. Then think of converting to Dual Heat. 

There’s a Dual Heat system to fit your needs!! 

Guaranteed off-peak electric heating rate 
up to December 31st, 1991 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 
Attn: Member Services/Engineering 

P.O. Box 70 
Princeton, IL 61356 

Telephone (800) 654-1088 
or Call Collect (815) 875-4488 

YES, 1 am interested in Dual Heat: 
□ Please call on me to explain more about it. 
□ Please send additional literature explaining how I can benefit. 

Name  

Address 

City  State Zip 

I can be reached during the day at (phone number) 

Note: due to the expected rush for information, please allow time for a representative to contact you. 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. Route 6 & 34 West 

Monday through Friday Princeton, Illinois 61356 

During regular working hours, call collect (815) 875-4488 or toll-free (800) 

654-1088. 

For emergencies after hours, call only toll-free (800) 654-1088. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, Knox, LaSalle, 

Putnam and Stark counties. 

CM 

Comparing electric bills isn't accurate! 
The questions we commonly hear is: “Why is my bill 

higher than my neighbor’s? They have the same ap¬ 
pliances we have.” 

There are many reasons why one family may use 
more electricity than another, even though they have 
the same appliances. Here are a few: 

One housewife (or more likely the kids) may open 
the refrigerator twice as often as others. Each time the 
door opens, cold air rushes out and the motor must 
run more to replace it. 

Electric ranges use electricity according to the type 
and number of meals prepared. 

One family may keep its freezer full, while another 
may have very little food in it. An empty freezer runs 
more often than a full one. 

No two families have the same amount of washing 
or ironing. One may wash once a week, while the other 

John H. Knueppel of Cambridge (left) has received 
Professional Director Certification given by the Na¬ 
tional Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA). 
Knueppel, a director of Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative since 1981 and treasurer of the board, 
received the award during the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives' annual meeting in Springfield, 
August 4-6. Electric cooperative directors must par¬ 
ticipate in more than 75 hours of NRECA course work 
in order to receive the certification. 

does its laundry every day. Every washing and ironing 
adds to an electric bill. 

Then, too, the amount of hot water used varies from 
family to family. One extra shower per day makes a big 
difference in electric bills over a month’s time. Have 
your neighbors turned their water heater down to 120 
degrees while yours is 140 or above? If the floor plans 
of your homes differ, how far is your water heater from 
the utility or bath compared to your neighbor? 

Each factor by itself may look insignificant, but add 
them together and it becomes obvious that no two 
families live alike and, therefore, no two electric bills 
will be the same. Your bill may be higher than one 
neighbor’s but it may be lower than the neighbor on 
the other side of the road. You pay for what you use 
— no more and no less. 

Joseph Danielson of Princeton (left) has received Pro¬ 
fessional Director Certification given by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA). 
Danielson, a director of Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative since 1979 and now secretary of the 
board, received the award during the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives' annual meeting in 
Springfield, August 4-6. Electric cooperative directors 
must participate in more than 75 hours of NRECA 
course work in order to receive the certification. 
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Board meeting report ID 
The regular meeting of the board of directors of Il¬ 

linois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to order 
at 9:45 a.m. on Tuesday, August 4, 1987, with all direc¬ 
tors present. Manager T. L. Christensen, attorney 
Chester J. Claudon, and Mark Harper, CFC field 
representative, were present. The following member 
of the cooperative was present: Elmer Koster. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and ac¬ 
cepted after due consideration, uos^au^ 

Directors reported on various meetings and related 
cooperative activities attended during the past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board con¬ 
cerning the activities in their respective departments 
during the previous month were reviewed and 
discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or moved on: 
1. Dues to the National Rural Electric Cooperative 

Association were reviewed by the board. The 
board approved paying the dues to NRECA for 
the coming year. 

2. The board was updated on the status of the 
restructuring of the cooperative’s debt. 

3. Annual meeting plans were reviewed by the 
board. It was reported that Chuck Gill, governor 
of CFC, had accepted invitation to speak to the 
membership at the annual meeting, and Harold 
Hunter, administrator of the Rural Electrification 
Administration, had been invited to speak to the 
membership at the annual meeting. Congressmen 
Lane Evans and Dennis Hastert were invited to 
attend the annual meeting also. 

4. The possibility of grain drying and air condition¬ 
ing incentive rates was discussed by the board. It 
was concluded that the results of the cost-of- 
service study being performed at the present time 
need to be reviewed before a determination can 
be made on incentive rates. 

5. The board approved presenting proposed bylaw 
changes, recommended by the Bylaw Committee, 
to the membership at the annual meeting. 

The next board meeting was scheduled for August 
26, 1987, at 1 p.m. The September board meeting was 
tentatively scheduled for September 23,1987, at 1 p.m. 
The October meeting is set for the 28th at 1 p.m. 

Use the Energy Guide tag 
When shopping for a ma¬ 

jor appliance, such as a 
refrigerator-freezer, you 
concern yourself with look¬ 
ing for the best buy. But 
beware; some models with 
lower prices might cost you 
more to own in the long 
run. They might be energy 
guzzlers. 

You want to find the 
most energy-efficient 
model. To help you, federal 

law requires that all major appliances display the black- 
and-yellow Energy Guide tag. You can use it to estimate 
the overall operating cost of each model. 

How do you read the tag to make the energy-efficient 
choice? The bar scale rates operating energy costs for 
appliances in the same class or capacity size. The closer 
to the left the cost-indicator pointer appears, the more 
efficient the appliance. 

The energy cost itself is based on a national average. 
Your own yearly cost is based on the rates you pay now. 

Pick the best long-range investment. Compare 
models of roughly equal size or capacity. Then look at 
the energy cost of each. Take two 14-cubic-feet, frost- 
free, refrigerator-freezers for example: 

Model A Model B 
Purchasing Price $520 $478 
Energy Cost $192 $220 

Model A may cost more today, but it will cost less 
to run tomorrow. The lower the energy cost, the 
cheaper the refrigerator will be to use. In a few years, 
its efficiency will make up for the difference in price. 
To calculate the time it will take to save you the dif¬ 
ference in price, use this formula: 

1. Subtract the lower from the higher purchasing 
price. $520— $478 = $42 

2. Subtract the lower from the higher energy cost. 
$220 per year—$192 per year = $28 per year 

3. Divide the purchase price difference (step 1) by 
the energy cost difference (step 2). $42 $28 5 1.5 
years 

In 1.5 years Model A will justify its higher price by 
saving you energy and money. Over the refrigerator- 

freezer^ 20-year life expectancy ($28 x 20 = $560) you 
will save $560 by buying Model A instead of Model B. 
As energy costs increase, the savings will be even 
greater. 

Is this your aceount number? 
0002315502 

You could be a prize winner! 
If your name appears in this center section, mixed 

in with copy, contact Illinois Valley Electric to 
receive a nice prize. Phone (800) 654-1088. 

14b ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



Member questions and answers 
Question — Does IVEC have insurance to pay the cost 

of replacing lines and poles after a storm? 
Response — No. this type of insurance is normally not 

available to utilities because of the obvious risk from 
severe weather and other uncontrollable factors. Il¬ 
linois Valley Electric generates capital to pay for 
damaged power facilities through depreciation 
reserves and margins that are part of the rate paid 
by members for electricity. A catastrophic loss such 
as an ice storm would most likely deplete this reserve 
capital and your cooperative would have to borrow 
money to repair the damage. 

There are large insurance companies who can of¬ 
fer policies covering utility catastrophe losses by co¬ 
insuring coverage to share the risk. However, such 
coverage has large deductibles and annual premiums 
are very expensive. As an alternative, Illinois Valley 
Electric could borrow money from REA (Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration) at a low interest rate to 
cover a particular loss which would be more 
economical than a high yearly insurance premium. 

Have any questions? 
We want the members of Illinois Valley Electric to 

be informed about the workings of their cooperative. 
If you have a question or concern about your 
cooperative, please call or stop by the office. If you 
prefer, jot your questions down on the clip-out form 
below and send it to the cooperative. We’ll attempt to 
respond to your question as soon as possible and as 
best we can. We’ll attempt to answer the most frequent¬ 
ly asked questions in a new Illinois Rural Electric News 
publication feature called “Member Questions and 
Answers.” Your electric cooperative believes that a well 
informed membership is the key to the successful 
operation of a cooperative. We want to hear from you. 
   1 

Mail to: Member Questions and Answers 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc.i 
P.O. Box 70, Princeton, IL 61356 

Put a little security in your night! 
Rent a light from 1VECU! 

Sign up today for a rental security light and no maintenance headaches 

Here's an excellent opportunity for less than $11.50 
Members must agree to keep the security light for at least 12 months. 

I 1 
Clip and mail to: Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

Attention: Security Light 
P.O. Box 70 
Princeton, IL 61356 

Name Date 

Address 
(RR # and Box #) 

Home Phone  

(City) (Zip Code) 

_Work Phone  

Location Number. .Account Number. 
(Listed on your bill) 

Security Light Installation: Meter Pole 

Face the Light: South  West 

(Listed on your bill) 

.Transformer Pole  

.North .East 

I would like Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative to install a new 100-watt high-pressure sodium vapor 

security light at the above location for a period of one year. Service will continue at the end of the 

time period unless either party gives written notice for discontinuance. IVEC will install, service, maintain 

and provide electricity to operate the light from dusk to dawn. I agree to pay the rental charge for 

the light per month after installation. I understand the security light remains the property of IVEC. 

Member Signature  

September 1987 14c 



High Efficiency Water Heaters 
available for IVEC members 

Your Cooperative is selling electric 
water heaters at a most economical price 
for installation in residences served by 
the Cooperative. 

The SEPCO heater we are handling is 
an 80-gallon, stone-lined, 3,000 watt 
unit insulated with a two-inch urethane 
foam jacket. The SEPCO heater has 
many positive design features for high 
efficiency and long life, and the tank is 

warranted against leaks by the manufac¬ 
turer for a full 10 years. 

The SEPCO heater is for sale to 
members for $125 plus tax. The heater 
can be picked up at IVEC's headquarters 
in Princeton. Delivery, installation and 
removal of old unit will remain the 
member's responsibility. 

For more information, please fill out 
and return the attached form. 

Ask about IVEC's Timer Clock Program . . . 
Earn a $8.00 monthly credit!! 

WATER HEATER INFORMATION REQUEST 
Please send me more information on the SEPCO high efficiency water heater. 

Name 

Address City Zip Code 

Telephone My existing water heater is: Electric LH Propane HU Nat. Gas HH 

also interested in the Timer Clock Program: Yes 1 1 No □ 

Dual Fuel Space Heating 
The Affordable Choice 

Illinois Valley Electric is now offering a special low electric heating rate for Dual Heat at all times 
except peak times . . . those few hours or days when the outdoor temperature is below 15 degrees. The 
Dual Heat rate makes electricity far cheaper to use than your present fuel. 

To take advantage of this special low rate, use an electric heating unit with an alternate heating source. 
You will use electricity for primary heating, except at peak times when an outdoor thermostat switches 
the heat back to fossil fuel. When the peak is over, the controller switches to electricity. 

Here is the best part of converting to Dual Heat: the new off-peak electric heat rate is 3.5 cents per 
kwh. This is competitive with other fuels. For the best possible efficiency, the water-source heat pump 
in a Dual Heat application would be equal to heating with propane at 18 cents per gallon or oil at 25 
cents per gallon. 

In addition, if you convert to Dual Heat using electricity as a primary source, a special cash bonus 
of $400 is offered to help defray the installation costs. Then you’ll be ready to heat with the least expensive 
fuel available: abundant electricity most of the time and an alternate fuel other times. So think of the 
days when you paid more than was necessary to heat your home. Then think of converting to Dual Heat. 

There’s a Dual Heat system to fit your needs!! 

Guaranteed off-peak electric heating rate 
up to December 31st, 1991 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 
Attn: Member Services/Engineering 

P.O. Box 70 
Princeton, IL 61356 

Telephone (800) 654-1088 
or Call Collect (815) 875-4488 

YES, I am interested in Dual Heat: 
□ Please call on me to explain more about it. 
□ Please send additional literature explaining how I can benefit. 

Name  

Address 

City  State Zip 

I can be reached during the day at (phone number) 

Note: due to the expected rush for information, please allow time for a representative to contact you. 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

f Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. - 4:30 RM. Route 6 & 34 West 
Monday through Friday Princeton, Illinois 61356 

During regular working hours, call collect (815) 875-4488 or toll-free (800) 
654-1088. 

For emergencies after hours, call only toll-free (800) 654-1088. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, Knox, LaSalle, 
Putnam and Stark counties. 

Shooting lines is dangerous, costly 
As a chill in the air becomes noticeable with the onset 

of autumn, the outdoorsman’s thoughts turn to hunt¬ 
ing, sawing firewood and a variety of “sweater weather” 
activities. 

Unfortunately, in their zest to enjoy the great out¬ 
doors, people sometimes cause interruptions in elec¬ 
tric service and create life-threatening situations by in¬ 
terfering with high voltage power lines. 

Careless hunters are responsible for broken in¬ 
sulators on power lines and other hazardous conditions 
each year. 

Taking target practice on insulators or shooting at 
birds sitting on the lines is not very sporting, and may 
be fatal if a line is damaged or broken. Damaged lines 
can snap and fall to the ground while still energized, 
creating an electrocution hazard to the hunter, anyone 
else walking through the area, or livestock in the field. 

Also, a random “pot-shot” can crack a line insulator 
and the damage may not be visible from the ground. 
Over time, the crack can fill with moisture and cause 
a short in the line, which means members will be 
without service until the insulator is replaced. 

In some cases, if the insulator is severely damaged, 
the line may become detached from the pole and drop 
to within a few feet of the ground, posing an electrocu¬ 
tion hazard to anyone in the area. 

Shooting insulators or any electric equipment is 
illegal and expensive. Repairing the damage from a 
careless hunter’s shot, whether intentional or not, is 
an added operating expense to your cooperative which 
must be passed along to the membership, Still, that cost 
is minimal when compared to the potential for per¬ 
sonal injury or death. 

Tree trimming and cutting are frequently the cause 
of service interruptions including shock and electrocu¬ 
tion hazards, as well. 

Overhead power lines are so prevalent in both ur¬ 
ban and rural areas today that, unfortunately, it is all 
too common for people to start cutting before taking 
a moment to visually inspect their site for power lines 

\ 

and other hazards. 
Always call IVEC if you want limbs near lines 

trimmed or a tree cut that has even the slightest 
possibility of contacting lines at the location. Our 
operations department will make arrangements to trim 
branches or cut the entire tree down for you if there 
is any risk of line interference. 

Each year, outages and injuries are caused when 
limbs or entire trees make contact with high voltage 
power lines. The timber doesn’t have to knock the line 
down to cause problems, either. Reports of people 
climbing trees to trim dead branches and receiving 
serious and even fatal shocks by contacting power lines 
with their body or their trimming equipment are heard 
much too often. And, depending on the moisture in 
the ground and other factors, you can be injured simply 
by touching the tree when it makes contact with the 
lines. Wood is generally not a very good conductor of 
electricity, but a certain amount of current can be car¬ 
ried through a tree and through you if you are touching 
it. 

As the leaves begin to change colors and it is more 
pleasant to work and play outdoors, remember to 
locate and stay clear of power lines when participating 
in any activity. 

Electricity is a safe and reliable service, but must be 
respected because it can be very dangerous when 
mishandled or ignored. Think safety before you aim 
your gun or start your saw. It saves everyone time, 
money and worry. 

Is this your account number? 
0001112001 

You could be a prize winner! 
If your name appears in this center 
section, mixed in with copy, contact 

Illinois Valley Electric to 
receive a nice prize. 

Call toll-free — 800-654-1088. 
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Board meeting report 
The regular meeting of the board of directors of 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to order 
at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, August 26, 1987, with all 
directors present. Manager T.L. Christensen, attorney 
Chester J. Claudon and Mark Harper, CFC field 
representative, were present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and ac¬ 
cepted after due consideration. 

Directors reported on various meetings and related 
cooperative activities attended during the past month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board con¬ 
cerning the activities in their respective departments 
during the previous month were reviewed and 
discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or moved on: 
1. The board was updated on the status of the restruc¬ 

turing of the cooperative’s debt. 
2. An individual’s request that a $50 meter deposit 

and a credit reference check be waived was reviewed 
by the board. It was the consensus of the board that 
a meter deposit is necessary and must not be waived. 

3. The board authorized extension of a lease agree¬ 
ment on the building and property east of the 
cooperative headquarters building, saoj uapv 

HD 

4. Annual meeting plans and preparations were 
reviewed by the board. 

5. The board reviewed the audit report completed 
by National Rural Utilities CFC. Mark Harper reported 
that the CFC board of directors had requested this 
audit for verification of Illinois Valley Electric’s 
problems. He stated that the audit indicated that this 
cooperative had proper procedures in place but lacked 
financing and manpower, and, if given help, could 
survive. 

6. The dates for the November and December board 
meetings were changed to Friday, November 20 and 
Friday, December 18 due to conflicts and holidays. 

7. Larry Cope, rate analyst for CFC, reviewed a Cost 
of Service Study he prepared for Illinois Valley Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative. The use of demand and non-demand 
months and the rate differentials were reviewed by the 
board. The board authorized development of proposed 
cost based demand and non-demand month rates. 

The next board meeting was scheduled for 
September 23, 1987, at 1 p.m. The October board 
meeting was tentativly scheduled for October 28, 1987, 
at 1 p.m. THE NOVEMBER BOARD MEETING IS 
SCHEDULED FOR FRIDAY, THE 20th, AT 1 P.M. 

Emergency reporting procedure 
If your power goes off, IVEC offers the follow¬ 

ing suggestions: 
1. Check your fuses or circuit breakers in your 

service entrance panels. If you have breakers, 
make sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole check the main 
breaker just beneath the meter. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wir¬ 
ing appears all right, retrip the breaker to the 
“ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. WATS line for IVEC members — To 
report power outages: Call toll free (800) 654-1088. 
A toll-free line is available for use around the 
clock including weekends and holidays. All IVEC 
members are advised to call the toll free 
telephone number at any time, day or night, to 
report an emergency to Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative. This toll free telephone service is 
available to all IVEC members located in any area 
of the cooperative’s electric system. 

5. Please give the person answering your call 
the name and location number as listed on your 
billing statement and any other information 
requested. 

Install a time clock 
on your water 

heater!! 
Save money and 

earn an $8 credit on 
your electric bill 

every month. 
Talk to Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

about the cooperative’s electric water heater timer 
program. It will save you $8 a month, or $96 over 

12 months. 
The member must install a time clock provided 

by IVEC. 
How do I participate in the timer clock 

program? 

Call (800) 654-1088 for details. 

Ask for a member services or engineering 
representative ... You will be glad you did. 
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Membership 
Records/ Billing 

Having trouble paying your electric bill? 
If Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative members 

should have trouble paying their electric bills on time, 
it is suggested that they contact IVEC’s billing depart¬ 
ment and explain the problem. It is each member’s 
responsibility to keep payments current with monthly 
billing statements from the cooperative. There are 
deferred billing plans available and several area com¬ 
munity service agencies which may provide assistance 
with utility bills. 

Community service agencies are: 

Tri-County Opportunities Council 
405 Emmons Avenue 
P.O. Box 610 
Rock Falls, Illinois 61071 
Telephone: (815) 625-7830 

Carver Community Action Agency 
120 East Main Street 
P.O. Box 28 
Galesburg, Illinois 61402-0028 
Telephone: (309) 342-0158 

Project NOW 
Community Action Agency 
P.O. Box 1179 
Rock Island, Illinois 61201 
Telephone: (309) 793-6350 

Please do not hesitate to call your cooperative for help!! 

Dual Fuel Space Heating 
The Affordable Choice 

Illinois Valley Electric is now offering a special low electric heating 
rate for Dual Heat at all times except peak times . . . those few hours 
or days during the months of December, January and February when 
the outdoor temperature is below 15 degrees. The Dual Heat rate 
makes electricity far cheaper to use than your present fuel. 

To take advantage of this special low rate, use an electric heating 
unit with an alternate heating source. You will use electricity for 
primary heating, except at peak times when an outdoor thermostat 
switches the heat back to fossil fuel. When the peak is over, the con¬ 
troller automatically switches back to electricity. 

Here is the best part of converting to Dual Heat: the new off-peak 
electric heat rate is 3.5 cents per kwh. This is competitive with 
other fuels. For the best possible efficiency, the water-source heat 
pump in a Dual Heat application would be equal to heating with 
propane at 18 cents per gallon or oil at 25 cents per gallon. 

In addition, if you convert to Dual Heat using electricity as a 
primary source, a special cash bonus of $400 is offered to help 
defray the installation costs. Then you’ll be ready to heat with the 
least expensive fuel available: abundant electricity most of the time 
and an alternate fuel other times. So think of the days when you paid 
more than was necessary to heat your home. Then think of convert¬ 
ing to Dual Heat. 

There’s a Dual Heat system to fit your needs!! 

Guaranteed off-peak electric heating rate 
up to December 31st, 1991 

YES. I am interested in Dual Heat: 
□ Please call on me to explain more about it. 
□ Please send additional literature explaining how I can benefit. 

Name    | 

Address     

City  State   Zip  

I can be reached during the day at (phone number)  

Note: due to the expected rush for information, please allow time for a representative to contact you. 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 
Attn: Member Services/Engineering 

P. O. Box 70 
Princeton, IL 61356 

Call toll-free 
(800) 654-1088 
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High Efficiency Water Heaters 
available for IVEC members 

Your Cooperative is selling electric 
water heaters at a most economical 
price for installation in residences served 
by the Cooperative. 

The SEPCO heater we are handling is 
an 80-gallon, stone-lined, 3,000 watt 
unit insulated with a two-inch urethane 
foam jacket. The SEPCO heater has 
many positive design features for high 
efficiency and long life, and the tank is 
warranted against leaks by the manufac¬ 

turer for a full 10 years. 
The SEPCO Heater is for sale to 

members for $125 plus tax. The 
heater can be picked up at IVEC's 
headquarters in Princeton. Delivery, 
installation and removal of old unit will 
remain the member's responsibility. 

For more information, please fill out 
and return the attached form, or call 
toll-free 800-654-1088. 

Ask about IVEC's Timer Clock Program . . . 
Earn a $8.00 monthly credit!! 

  WATER HEATER INFORMATION REQUEST   
Please send me more information on the SEPCO high efficiency water heater. 

Name 

Address City Zip Code 

Telephone My existing water heater is: Electric EZI Propane CD Nat. Gas □ 

I am also interested in the Timer Clock Program: Yes □ No □ 

District 1 

John H. Knueppel 
Cambridge 

1737 TOTAL MILES OF ENERGIZED LINE 
SERVING THE RURAL AREAS IN 8 COUNTIES AND 77 TOWNSHIPS. 

District 2 

Earl Bates 
President 

Kewanee 

District 8 

John Scott 
Neponset 

District J 
Marion Ricker 

Sheffield 

District 5 
Ralph Freebairn 

Ottawa 

District 6 

Dorothy Wilson 

Hennepin 

District 9 

Vincent Fredrickson 

Vice President 

YOUR AREA DIRECTORS 
9 BOARD DISTRICTS REPRESENTING 4492 MEMBERS 

I 1 w 

9 
District 7 

Joe Danielson 

Sec.-Treas. 
Princeton 

District 4 
Robert Sondgeroth 

Mendota 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. — 4:30 P.M. Route 6 & 34 West 
Monday through Friday Princeton, Illinois 61356 

During regular working hours, call toll-free (800) 654-1088. 

For emergencies after hours, call toll-free (800) 654-1088. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, Knox, LaSalle, 
Putnam and Stark counties. 

Board approves rate adjustment with option 
On July 1, 1986, you received a rate reduction of ap¬ 

proximately 2.0 cents per kilowatt-hour, the amount 
of benefit we were confident would be obtained from 
the debt restructuring program then pending before 
the Rural Electrification Administration. That reduc¬ 
tion, along with a decrease in wholesale power cost, 
meant that TVEC members have received on average 
approximately 24 percent lower rates the past 16 
months than if the board of directors and management 
had simply stood by and conducted business as usual. 

All members were mailed letters in early November 
about action taken by the board and management 
following the restructuring. Your board and manage¬ 
ment are disappointed in the restructuring because it 
does not lower costs as much as we think is justified. 

All five categories of rate schedules — Rate A, 
Seasonal S-l, Seasonal S, Commercial and Industrial, 
and Large Power — are affected. This column will deal 
primarily with Rate A, since the vast majority of IVEC 
members are billed on that schedule. Please check the 
recently mailed letter or contact IVEC if you have any 
questions about the other rate schedules. 

Since debt service costs have not declined as much 
as anticipated when rates were reduced, and to cope 
with other costs that have continued to rise, the board 
of directors has voted to increase the facility charge by 
$1.30 per meter per month and the energy charge by 
about 1.0 cent per kilowatt-hour on consumption below 
1,500 kwh and 0.74 cent per kwh on consumption 
above 1,500 kwh effective January 1, 1988. At the same 
time, the board approved effective September 1, 1987, 
new optional rates that may actually lower costs for 
members who can limit their consumption of electricity 

during the cooperative’s costly peak demand periods. 
Members who elect to be billed under the new op¬ 

tional Rate A will pay a monthly facility charge of 
$17.45 and during the off-peak months of March, April, 
May, June, September, October and November, will 
receive a reduction in the energy charge of 1.6 cent for 
the first 1,500 kilowatt-hours used each month and 0.76 
cent reduction for all consumption above 1,500 kwh 
monthly. During the peak months of January, February, 
July, August and December, members using the op¬ 
tional seasonal schedule will pay 1.0 cent per kwh more 
than under the regular Rate A. 

As you can see, members will want to study their 
usage patterns very carefully before deciding whether 
the new optional seasonal rate schedules will provide 
lower costs. Members who think they may benefit from 
the new optional rate schedules, especially those with 
heavy usage during September, October and 
November, will want to contact the cooperative im¬ 
mediately for an analysis of their usage and whether 
the new optional rates will save them money. The op¬ 
tional rates can be adopted retroactive to September 
1, 1987, if it proves to be in the member’s interest, but 
once adopted the optional rate must remain in effect 
for at least 12 consecutive months. Members taking ad¬ 
vantage of the reduced dual-fuel electric heating rate 
or earning the water heater/timer credit will continue 
to receive those benefits after January 1 when increased 
rates take effect. Your board of directors and manage¬ 
ment want to assure you that they continue to seek 
reliable and adequate service at the lowest possible cost. 
We continue to look forward to serving IVEC members’ 
electric needs in the future. 

no Board meeting report 
President Earl Bates called the regular meeting of 

the board of directors of Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative to order at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, 
September 23, 1987, with all directors present. Manager 
T. L. Christensen, attorney Chester J. Claudon, and 
Mark Harper, CFC field representative, were present. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and ac¬ 
cepted after due consideration. 

Several directors reported on various meetings and 
related cooperative activities attended during the past 
month. 

Written staff personnel reports submitted to the 
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board concerning the activities in their respective 
departments during the previous month were review¬ 
ed and discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or moved on: 
1. The board reviewed the cooperative’s annual 

meeting. Several alternatives to attempt to attract more 
people to the annual meeting were discussed. 

2. A member billing problem was reviewed by the 
board. 

3. The board was informed of a member’s complaint 
on the number of outages experienced at his location. 
History indicated that the majority of the outages were 
due to lightning strikes and high winds. 

4. The board was updated on the status of .the restruc¬ 
turing of the cooperative’s debt. 

5. Manager Christensen was authorized to attend a 
utility equipment show in Louisville, Kentucky, to price 
equipment. 

6. The board discussed the cost-of-service study and 
cost-based rates. A special meeting was scheduled for 
Monday, September 28, to discuss rate proposals. 

7. Participation in the IEC Continuing Education 
Program of combined NRECA and AIEC courses of¬ 
fered through the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives was approved by the board. 

8. The board was informed that an NRECA directory 
for economic development, which lists all the electric 

cooperatives, had been distributed to Fortune 1000 
companies. uipooQ Cueq 

The next board meeting was scheduled for October 
28, 1987, at 1 p.m. The November board meeting was 
scheduled for November 20, 1987, at 1 p.m. The 
December board meeting is scheduled for Friday, the 
18th, at 1 p.m. 

HOLIDAY CLOSING 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative’s holiday 

schedule for Thanksgiving is as follows: 
The office will be closed on: 
Thursday, November 26, 

for Thanksgiving, 
and Friday, November 27. 

In the event of a power outage, please call “toll- 
free” 1-800-654-1088. 

Happy Thanksgiving to all of our members!! 

Is this your account number? 
0001573501 

You could be a prize winner! 
If your name appears in this center 
section, mixed in with copy, contact 

Illinois Valley Electric to 
receive a nice prize. 

Call toll-free — 800-654-1088. 

Quarterly operating statement 
Report for January 1 - September 30, 1987 

Account Description 
Operating Revenue and Patronage 

1986 1987 

Capital   . $ 5,350,198 $ 4,868,265 
Cost of Purchased Power  2,894,975 2,926,358 
Distribution Expense - Operation .... 210,262 199,972 
Distribution Expense - Maintenance .. 244,813 232,245 
Consumer Accounts Expense  
Customer Service and Informational 

96,442 89,028 

Expense  115,883 110,387 
Administrative & General Expense .... 394,509 460,522 
Operation & Maintenance Expense.... 3,956,884 4,018,512 
Depreciation 8i Amortization Expense . 317,179 358,840 
Tax Expense - Property  28,512 35,055 
Tax Expense - Other  55,426 48,297 
Interest on Long-Term Debt  887,819 939,942 
Cost of Electric Service  
Patronage Capital & Operating 

5,245,820 5,400,646 

Margins  104,378 (532,381) 
Nonoperating Margins - Interest  101,256 80,336 
Nonoperating Margins - Other  18,965 (2,282) 

Extraordinary Items  266 445 
Patronage Capital or Margins   224,865 (453,882) 

Statistics and Revenue Data 
Number Connected Consumers  5,399 5,438 
Average KWH Used  7,180 7,864 
Average Bill  .. $ 990.59 $ 895.23 
No. KWH Purchased  43,509,110 47,934,688 
No. KWH Sold & Used by Co op .... 38,784,100 42,865,361 
Line Loss Percent  10.8% 10.5% 
Cost Per KWH Purchased  6.65 6.10 
Cost Per KWH Delivered  13.53 12.63 
Member Cost Per KWH  13.79 11.38 
Miles Energized  1,702 1,738 
Revenue Per Mile  .. $ 3,143.48 $ 2,801.07 
Total Expense Per Mile   .. $ 3,082.15 $ 3,107.39 
Total Cooperative Payroll  . . $ 735,068.68 $ 617,899.49 
Total Out-of-Pocket Direct Expenses 

Reimbursed to Employees   .. $ 3,247.00 $ 247.66 
Total Direct Per Diem Days  222 221 
Total Director Per Diem Amount .... .. $ 11,100.00 $ 11,025.00 
Total Out-of-Pocket Direct Expenses 

Reimbursed to Directors  .. $ 5,306.05 $ 6,562.38 

Meter reader application 
I am interested in being an Illinois Valley Electric Neighborhood Meter Reader. Please send me an 

application form. I am a member of Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative. I understnad that my name will 
be held on file until a meter reading position becomes available. 

Name   To: 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

Address    P.O. Box 70 
Princeton, Illinois 61356 

City Zip Attention: meter reader application 

Telephone ( ) Location No. (on billing statement)  
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Put a little security in your night! 
Rent a light from IVEC!!! 

Sign up today for a rental security light and no maintenance headaches 

Here's an excellent opportunity for approximate¬ 
ly $11.50 per month. Members must agree to keep 
the security light for at least 12 months. 

No Maintenance Headaches 
IVEC security lights are the most convenient way 

to light your home or business. Check these 
advantages: 

(No Purchase Cost) . . . IVEC provides the com¬ 
plete light fixture and bulb. (100-watt high- 
pressure sodium vapor) for as long as you rent the 
light. 

(No Additional Electrical Usage). . . Power for the 
light does not go through your meter. Security 
lights use about 90 kwhs a month. The monthly 
charge includes all electricity needed to operate 
the light. 

(Free Bulb Replacements) . . . Have you ever 
wondered how you would reach the bulb to 

change it? IVEC does it for you. 

(Free Installation and Service) . . . All reported 
security light problems are repaired the follow¬ 
ing working day. 

(No Light Switch to Remember). . . The automatic 
eye tells the light to come on at dusk and go off 
at dawn. 

Safe and Secure 
A new security light from IVEC gives you the 

peace of mind that comes with a bright, dependable 
light. Many people consider it a silent sentry 
watching over their home and property. 

Order it Today 
Fill out and mail the clip-out form to begin your 

new security light service or contact the Member 
Service/Engineering Department at (toll free) 800 
654-1088 if you prefer calling your order in. 

Name 

Clip and mail to: Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Attention: Security Light 
P.O. Box 70 
Princeton, IL 61356 

Date 

Address 
(RR # and Box #) 

Home Phone  

(City) (Zip Code) 

_Work Phone  

Location Number. .Account Number. 
(Listed on your bill) 

Security Light Installation: Meter Pole 

Face the Light: South  West 

(Listed on your bill) 

.Transformer Pole  

.North .East 

I would like Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative to install a new 100-watt high-pressure sodium vapor 

security light at the above location for a period of one year. Service will continue at the end of the 

time period unless either party gives written notice for discontinuance. IVEC will install, service, maintain 

and provide electricity to operate the light from dusk to dawn. I agree to pay the rental charge for 

the light per month after installation. I understand the security light remains the property of IVEC. 

Member Signature    
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IVEC members . . . 
Save money and earn $8.00 credit on 
your electric bill each month!! 
This program allows any IVEC member with an 

approved electric water heater of at least 30-gallon 

capacity to receive an $8 monthly credit on their elec¬ 

tric bill. The member must have installed a timer clock 

provided by IVEC. 

The cost savings for the member will be a minimum 

of $96 per year through the use of the timer. Your board 

of directors has made a long-term commitment that the 

credit will not be lower than $8 per month, at least until 

December 31, 1991. This is a savings you can count on. 

How do I participate 
in the water heater time 

clock program? 
Just contact the cooperative’s Engineering/Member 

Service Department on the toll-free telephone number: 

1-800-654-1088 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

P.O. Box 70 

Princeton, IL 61356 

SePc° 
the heater 

with the heart of stone 

INTRODUCING 
. . . A New Foam Insulated 

Energy Conservation 
Water Heater 

High Efficiency Water Heaters 
available for IVEC members 
. . . pays for itself in energy savings 

Your Cooperative is selling elec¬ 

tric water heaters at a most 

economical price for installation in 
residences served by the 

Cooperative. 

The SEPCO heater we are handl¬ 

ing is an 80-gallon, stone-lined, 

3,000 watt unit insulated with a 

two-inch urethane foam jacket. 

The SEPCO heater has many 

positive design features for high 

efficiency and long life, and the 

tank is warranted against leaks by 

$125 

the manufacturer for a full 10 

years. 

The SEPCO Heater is for sale to 

members for $125 plus tax. The 

heater can be picked up at IVEC's 

headquarters in Princeton. 

Delivery, installation and removal 

of old unit will remain the 

member's responsibility. 

For more information, please fill 

out and return the attached form, 

or call toll-free 800-654- 
1088. 

plus tax 
i  

WATER HEATER INFORMATION REQUEST 
Please send me more information on the SEPCO high efficiency water heater. 

Name   

Address   City   Zip Code  

Telephone  My existing water heater is: Electric □ Propane □ Nat. Gas □ 
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IVEC 
Comments 

by Tim (Kris) 
Christensen 
General Manager 

Across the 
manager's desk 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 

Office Hours 7:45 A.M. - 4:30 RM. Route 6 & 34 West 
Monday through Friday Princeton, Illinois 61356 

During regular working hours, call toll-free (800) 654-1088. 
For emergencies after hours, call toll-free (800) 654-1088. 

Serving the rural areas of Bureau, Henry, Kendall, Marshall, Knox, LaSalle, 
Putnam and Stark counties. 

What electricity does for you! 
The cost of electricity is on everyone’s mind 

nowadays. It seems that it has been getting drastically 
more expensive every year since the oil embargo in the 
early 1970s. 

However, we need to keep things in perspective. The 
benefits derived from the use of electricity are enor¬ 
mous. And if we take a few moments when we receive 
the bill each month to reflect upon what those kilowatt- 
hours have done for us, it is obvious that life would 
be much tougher without electricity. And no one needs 
life to be tougher than it already is. Lighting, refrigera¬ 
tion, air conditioning, heating, cooking, pumping and 
heating water, television and radio are just a few of the 
many household needs that are satisfied by electricity. 

The bill seems larger sometimes because we pay it 
monthly rather than as we use each product just as a 
grocery bill would be much harder to accept if we paid 
it monthly as opposed to each visit to the store. 

How expensive is electricity? To put the cost of elec¬ 
tricity in perspective, let’s take a look at the cost of elec¬ 
tricity and compare it to other costs: 

* The cost of an electric blanket will pay for the elec¬ 
tricity to operate it for one year. 

* The cost of one-half sheet of plywood will operate 
the electric saw used to cut it for one week. 

* The cost of a pound of sirloin steak will pay for 
the electricity used by the skillet to cook it for over 50 

hours. 
* The cost of one flashlight battery will pay for 

enough electricity to operate a clock radio for 117 
hours. 

* The cost of one record album will pay for the elec¬ 
tricity to operate the stereo to play it for over 650 
hours. 

* The cost for two people to attend a movie is equal 
to the cost of running a television set for five hours 
a day for two months. 

* The cost of one pound of coffee will operate the 
electric percolator for nearly 70 hours. 

* The cost of a cord of wood will heat more than 
4,500 gallons of water electrically. 

* The cost of a loaf of bread will pay to operate a 
toaster for five months. 

* The cost of a typical magazine will pay for the elec¬ 
tricity for a 100-watt light bulb to read it for 250 hours. 

* The cost of 12 square feet of carpet will operate 
the vacuum sweeper to clean it for 33 years. 

Granted, electricity prices are going up, but we 
should remember the value received for that price and 
also compare it to the increase over the years for other 
products. 

With these comparisons in mind, we want to assure 
our members that their Cooperative is striving to satisfy 
their electrical needs at the lowest cost possible. 

ED Board meeting report <2 
The regular meeting of the board of directors of Il¬ 

linois Valley Electric Cooperative was called to order 
at 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday, October 28, 1987, by presi¬ 
dent Earl Bates with all directors present. Manager T. 
L. Christensen, attorney Chester J. Claudon, and Mark 
Harper, CFG field representative, were present. The 
following members of the cooperative were present: 
Elmer Roster. 

Routine orders of business were reviewed and ac¬ 
cepted after due consideration. 

Several directors reported on various meetings and 

related cooperative activities attended during the past 
month. 

Staff personnel reports submitted to the board con¬ 
cerning the activities in their respective departments 
during the previous month were reviewed and 
discussed. 

The following items were discussed and/or moved on: 
1. The board approved requesting recognition for 

the cooperative under the REA Civil Rights Develop¬ 
ment Program. Illinois Valley Electric has qualified 
under this program through member and minority 
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group involvement. 
2. A final agreement transferring the substations and 

transmission line from Soyland Power cooperative back 
to Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative was approved by 
the board. 

3. The board was advised of a hospitalization in¬ 
surance solicitation directed at cooperative members. 
This insurance is not affiliated in any way with the rural 
electric cooperatives. 

4. The satellite TV package offered through the 
National Rural Telecommunications Council was 
reviewed by the board. It was the consensus of the 
board to not become involved in the satellite TV pro¬ 
gram at this time. 

5. The status of membership and meter deposit re¬ 
quirements was discussed briefly by the board. This 
subject will be discussed at the November board 
meeting. 

6. The board was advised that Governor Thompson 
had signed House Bill 1312 into law exempting direc¬ 
tors of not-for-profit corporations from civil liability. 
This legislation should reduce the cost of the 
cooperative’s liability insurance. 

7. The board authorized participation in a grant pro¬ 
gram offered through the Illinois Department of 
Energy and Natural Resources. Legislation assigned 
$1.78 million for grants to rural electric cooperative 

members for weatherization purposes. This grant pro¬ 
gram is part of the Rural Economic Development Pro¬ 
gram in the State of Illinois. Grants totaling $26,000 
were allocated for Illinois Valley Electric members. 

8. The firm of Bowlby, Anfmson, Crandall 8c Haedt, 
Ltd., of Austin, Minnesota, was selected by the board 
to complete the audit for calendar year 1987. 

9. It was reported that Illinois Valley Electric will 
receive $32,687 for 1987-1988 under Soyla'nd Power 
Cooperative’s electric heat rebate program. 

10. The board approved holding the cooperative’s 
1988 annual meeting at the Bureau County 
Fairgrounds on a weekday evening in September. 

The next board meeting was scheduled for 
November 20, 1987, at 1 p.m. The December board 
meeting was scheduled for December 18, 1987, at 1 
p.m. The January meeting is tentatively scheduled for 
January 27, 1988, at 1 p.m. 

Is this your account number? 
0001293000 

You could be a prize winner! 
If your name appears in this center 
section, mixed in with copy, contact 

Illinois Valley Electric to 
receive a nice prize. 

Call toll-free — 800-654-1088. 

Special Notice 
It has been brought to our attention that several of our members are not dialing the toll free 

800-654-1088 telephone number correctly. The “800” is not being dialed first, which causes the 
call to connect with a private residence. 
This is doing two things: 

*It wakes up a sleeping man who works on shifts with his company. 
* The incorrect call is charged to the IVEC member. 

Please make every effort to dial “toll-free” 800-654-1088 when calling the office during business 
hours or after hours. 

Cooperative maintains life-support registry 
Public Act 83-632, effective September 20, 1983, re¬ 

quires public utilities to maintain a “registry” of per¬ 
sons who depend on electrically operated life-support 
equipment. Although the law requires that the ex¬ 
istence of the registry shall be reasonably publicized 
by the utility, the individual is responsible for notify¬ 
ing the utility of the existence of the life-support 
equipment. 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative initiated a life- 
support equipment registry in 1981 and has kept all 
member applications, since its beginning, on a current 
basis. 

Again, we are requesting that IVEC members, who 

have life support equipment, provide IVEC with a writ¬ 
ten certification of the use of such equipment and the 
period it is to be used. 

Complete and mail form to: 
Life-Support Equipment Notice 
do Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

P.O. Box 70 Princeton, Illinois 61356 

A certification document will be sent to each appli¬ 
cant for signature after notification is received. 

Please help us keep our records up to date and your 
location on file in case of emergency. 

This certifies that the person below 
receives electric service from Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative and is depen¬ 
dent on electrically operated life-support 
equipment. 

Member’s Name   

Address   

Account No.   
Name of patient if different from cooperative 

member 

Doctor’s Name   

Telephone No.   
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Cooperative members eligible for 
energy conservation grants 

Are you planning home weatherization im¬ 
provements or replacing a heating and cooling system 
but lack the cash to get started? You might be eligible 
for a home weatherization and energy conservation 
grant from the State of Illinois. 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative members who 
qualify may obtain up to $1,500 from the Illinois 
Department of Energy and Natural Resources (ENR) 
for a variety of home energy use improvements to their 
homes. The program will fund projects that will result 
in long-term home energy savings. The funding is 
available through the Rural Home Energy Program, ap¬ 
proved by the Illinois General Assembly this spring. 
Approximately $26,000 of the $1.5 million is available 
through this program to qualifying Illinois Valley Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative members. 

WHO QUALIFIES? 

There are two basic categories of qualifiers. 
Any electric cooperative member with household 

income 80 percent or less of the cooperative service 
area’s median income is eligible for a grant of up to 
$1,500. This is a total grant, without any matching 
funds required by the applicant. 

A member whose household income is 80 to 120 
percent of the area’s median income is eligible for a 
grant of up to $1,000. This is a 50 percent matching 
grant, with the consumer-member paying 50 percent 
of the project’s cost. 

A detailed list of median incomes for Illinois Valley 
Electric’s service area are shown in the shaded box. 

WHAT KIND OF ENERGY CONSERVATION 
PROJECTS QUAUFY? 

Any project that will improve energy efficiency in 
the home is eligible. Some examples include: 

* Caulking and weather stripping 
* Furnace efficiency modifications 
* Replacement furnaces or boilers with annual fuel 

utilization efficiency (AFUE) greater than 90 
percent 

* Furnace replacement burner (oil) 
* Intermittent pilot ignition devices 
* Replacement air conditioner with a seasonal 

energy efficiency ratio (SEER) of greater than 8.6 
* Wall, ceiling, floor, pipe, duct or water heater 

insulation 
* Storm windows or doors, and thermal windows 

or doors 
* Electric load management systems 
* Solar domestic water heaters 
* Replacement water heater that meets or exceeds 

current ASHRAE 90 efficiency standards 
Other energy conservation projects may be eligible 

for the state grant funds, but such projects must be ap¬ 
proved by ENR. 

To apply for a Rural Home Energy Program grant 
or for more information, contact Illinois Valley Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative or ENR. Before being considered for 
the grant, participants must have an energy audit com¬ 
pleted on their home and have a written bid from a 
contractor for proposed projects. These bids must con¬ 
tain model numbers and efficiency ratings for heating 
or cooling systems, and cost estimates. 

Applications must be submitted to IVEC. The 
cooperative reviews the application, then forwards it 
to ENR for final review and approval. ENR has the final 
decision on all Rural Home Energy Program 
applications. 

Once an application is approved, a check is prepared 
payable to the consumer-member and the cooperative. 
The cooperative will then endorse the check and pre¬ 
sent it to the member for payment. Illinois Valley Elec¬ 
tric may inspect the completed work, and each approv¬ 
ed applicant must also certify that the installation of 
materials or equipment funded through the grant pro¬ 
gram is complete. unBH 

For additional information, contact Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative at the toll-free telephone number 
800-654-1088. 

Rural Home 
Energy Grant 

Program 

Income guidelines 
for IVEC members 

Family size: 
Total family income, 
less than: 

100% Subsidy 
up to $1,500 

Family size: 
Total family income, 
between: 

50% Subsidy 
up to $1,000 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

$14,479 $16,543 $18,614 $20,686 $21,971 $23,271 
If the applicant’s family income is less than the figure listed above 
he/she is less than 80% of the median income for this service area. 
Therefore, the family is eligible for a grant up to $1,500 for energy 
conservation measures in their home. The applicant will not be re¬ 
quired to provide any matching funds. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

$14,479- $16,543- $18,614-$20,686- $21,971 $23,271 
21,718 24,814 27,921 31,029 32,957 34,907 
If the applicant's family income is between the two figures listed 
above he/she is eligible for a grant of 50% of the cost of eligible con- 
servation measures up to a total of $1,000. 
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Dual Fuel Space Heating 
The Affordable Choice 

Illinois Valley Electric is now offering a special low electric heating 
rate for Dual Heat at all times except peak times . . . those few hours 
or days during the months of December, January and February when 
the outdoor temperature is below 15 degrees. The Dual Heat rate 
makes electricity far cheaper to use than your present fuel. 

To take advantage of this special low rate, use an electric heating 
unit with an alternate heating source. You will use electricity for 
primary heating, except at peak times when an outdoor thermostat 
switches the heat back to fossil fuel. When the peak is over, the con¬ 
troller automatically switches back to electricity. 

Here is the best part of converting to Dual Heatf the new off-peak 
electric heat rate is 3.5 cents per kwh. This is competitive with 
other fuels. For the best possible efficiency, the water-source heat 
pump in a Dual Heat application would be equal to heating with 
propane at 18 cents per gallon or oil at 25 cents per gallon. 

In addition, if you convert to Dual Heat using electricity as a 
primary source, a special cash bonus of $400 is offered to help 
defray the installation costs. Then you’ll be ready to heat with the 
least expensive fuel available: abundant electricity most of the time 
and an alternate fuel other times. So think of the days when you paid 
more than was necessary to heat your home. Then think of convert¬ 
ing to Dual Heat. 

There’s a Dual Heat system to fit your needs!! 

Guaranteed off-peak electric heating rate 
up to December 31st, 1991 

i 
i 

Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative 
Attn: Member Services/Engineering 

P. O. Box 70 
Princeton, IL 61356 

Call toll-free 
(800) 654-1088 

YES, 1 am interested in Dual Heat: 
□ Please call on me to explain more about it. 
□ Please send additional literature explaining how I can benefit. 

Name  

Address   

City  State  Zip  

I can be reached during the day at (phone number) 

Note: due to the expected rush for information, please allow time for a representative to contact you. 

Additional payment locations 
for IVEC members 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative has established 
three payment locations in addition to the office head¬ 
quarters building in Princeton. These centers are pro¬ 
vided for the convenience of IVEC members who 
would rather not use the mail or come into the main 
office at Priceton. 

Galva Area 
First National Bank in Galva, 112 N. Exchange Street, 

Galva, 111. 61434 

Ottawa Area 
First National Bank of Ottawa, 701 LaSalle Street, 

Galva, 111. 61350 

Princeton Area 
Citizens First National Bank of Princeton, 606 South 

Main Street, Princeton, 111. 61356 

HOLIDAY CLOSING SCHEDULE 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative's holiday schedule 
for Christmas and New Years is as follows: 

The office will be closed on: 
* Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve Day. 
* Friday, December 25, Christmas Day. 
* Friday, January 1, New Years Day. 

In the event of emergencies or power outages, please 
call toll free 1-800-654-1088 

***24-hour answering service & dispatcher*** 

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year to all of our 

members!! 
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