
Cooperative members eligible for 
energy conservation grants 

Are you planning home weatherization im¬ 
provements or replacing a heating and cooling system 
but lack the cash to get started? You might be eligible 
for a home weatherization and energy conservation 
grant from the State of Illinois. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association members 
who qualify may obtain up to $1,500 from the Illinois 
Department of Energy and Natural Resources (ENR) 
for a variety of home energy use improvements to their 
homes. The program will fund projects that will result 
in long-term home energy savings. The funding is 
available through the Rural Home Energy Program, ap¬ 
proved by the Illinois General Assembly last spring. Ap¬ 
proximately $26,000 of the $1.5 million is available 
through this program to qualifying Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association members. 

WHO QUALIFIES? 
There are two basic categories of qualifiers. 
Any electric cooperative member with household in¬ 

come 80 percent or less of the cooperative service area’s 
median income is eligible for a grant of up to $1,500. 
This is a total grant, without any matching funds re¬ 
quired by the applicant. 

A member whose household income is 80 to 120 per¬ 
cent of the area’s median income is eligible for a grant 
of up to $1,000. This is a 50 percent matching grant, 
with the consumer-member paying 50 percent of the 
project’s cost. 

A detailed list of median incomes for Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric’s service area is shown below. 

WHAT KIND OF 
ENERGY CONSERVATION PROJECTS QUAUFY? 

Any project that will improve energy efficiency in 
the home is eligible. Some examples include: 
• Caulking and weather stripping 
• Furnace efficiency modifications 
• Replacement furnaces or boilers with annual fuel 

utilization efficiency (AFUE) greater than 90 
percent 

• Furnace replacement burner (oil) 
• Intermittent pilot ignition devices 
• Replacement air conditioner with a seasonal 

energy efficiency ratio (SEER) of greater than 8.6 
• Wall, ceiling, floor, pipe, duct or water heate 

insulation 
• Storm windows or doors, and thermal windows or 

doors 
• Electric load management systems 
• Solar domestic water heaters 
• Replacement water heater that meets or exceeds 

current ASHRAE 90 efficiency standards 
Other energy conservation projects may be eligible 

for the state grant funds, but such projects must be ap¬ 
proved by ENR. 

To apply for a Rural Home Energy Program grant 
or for more information, contact Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association. Before being considered for 
the grant, participants must have an energy audit com¬ 
pleted on their home and have a written bid from a 
contractor for proposed projects. These bids must con¬ 
tain model numbers and efficiency ratings for heating 
or cooling systems, and cost estimates. 

Applications must be submitted to Egyptian Electric. 
The cooperative reviews the application, then forwards 
it to ENR for final review and approval. ENR has the 
final decision on all Rural Home Energy Program 
applications. 

Once an application is approved, a check is prepared 
payable to the consumer-member and the cooperative. 
The cooperative will then endorse the check and pre¬ 
sent it to the member for payment. Egyptian Electric 
may inspect the completed work, and each approved 
applicant must also certify that the installation of 
materials or equipment funded through the grant pro¬ 
gram is complete. 

For additional information, contact Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association at 965-3434. 

Rural Home 
Energy Program 

Income guidelines for 

Egyptian Electric 

Cooperative Association 

FAMILY SIZE: 
TOTAL FAMILY 
INCOME: 
100% Subsidy up 

to $1,500 

FAMILY SIZE: 

50% Subsidy up 

to $1,000 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

$15,713 $17,950 $20,188 $22,438 $23,825 $25,250 

If the applicant's family income is less than the figure listed above 

he/she is less than 80% of the median income for this service area. 

Therefore, the family is eligible for a grant up to $1,500 for energy 

conservation measures in their home. The applicant will not be required 

to provide any matching funds. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
$15,713 $17,950- $20,188- $22,438-$23,825- $25,250 
23,569 26,925 30,281 33,656 35,738 37,875 
If the applicant's family income is between the two figures listed 

above he/she is eligible for a grant of 50% of the cost of eligible con¬ 

servation measures up to a total of $1,000. 
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Your employees 

Poole Minton 

ROBERT POOLE 
Robert Poole has been an 

employee of Egyptian Electric 
since August 28, 1968. He is a 
journeyman lineman working 
out of the Murphysboro office. 

He and his wife, Nancy Mae, 

live near Murphysboro and have 
five children: Tracey, Kim, Beth, 
Steven and Chris, and six 
grandchildren. 

His hobbies include gardening 
and fishing. 

LEWIS MINTON, JR. 
Lewis (Buggs) Minton, Jr., is a 

maintenance lineman who works 
out of the Murphysboro district 
office. He is involved with service 
connections and disconnections 
and line maintenance work. Min¬ 
ton has been with Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association 
since October 12, 1967. 

He and his wife, Mary, live in 
Murphysboro. They have two 
grown daughters: Brenda 
Wilmouth of Carbondale and 
Mariann Crowell of 
Murphysboro. 

Minton and Mary enjoy hun¬ 
ting, fishing, camping and travel¬ 
ing, and Mary works with 
ceramics, too. 

Keep faithful servant in its place 
While electricity has proven to be 

a powerful tool for man ever since 
its first widespread use at the turn 
of the century, it still remains poten¬ 
tially dangerous. The same at¬ 
tributes we find so useful are the 
ones that can be so destructive. 

The ability to produce the energy 
that warms or cools our food and 
causes our lights to glow can also 
start the fires that have the poten¬ 
tial to destroy. The same ability to 
produce a shock used by a doctor 
to revive a heart can also stop it. 

The difference between useful 
and harmful electricity comes down 
to knowing and practicing electrical 
safety. Since the safe current flow 
for house wiring is far beyond what 
is tolerable to humans, different 
methods have been developed to 
protect people from electrical 
dangers. 

Your home’s electrical system 
consists of an entrance panel, with 
a main fuse or circuit breaker and 
several individually protected 
branch circuits. Each of the system’s 
parts must be designed to safely 
carry its load without overheating. 
Protecting wiring 

Fuses and circuit breakers are 
intended to protect a circuit’s 
wiring. 

For example, a kitchen’s small 
appliance circuit has no. 12 wire, 
rated at 20 amperes, and a 
20-ampere fuse or circuit breaker. 
While this fuse is designed and siz¬ 
ed to protect the wiring, it cannot 
prevent an electrical appliance 
rated at five amperes from 
overloading. For this protection, the 
appliance must have a separate fuse. 

Some appliances and tools are in¬ 
ternally protected. They may have 
a reset button that must be pushed 
to restore operation after an 
overload, or an automatically reset¬ 
ting circuit breaker. Since some ap¬ 
pliances have no overload protec¬ 
tion, it is a good idea to check the 
owner’s manual to determine if a 
particular model has this built-in 
safeguard. 

Fuses and circuit breakers are 
designed to detect an overloaded 
condition and open the circuit 
before the wiring overheats and 
causes damage. The most common 
type of fuse has two elements. One 
reacts quickly to a large current 
draw, like a short circuited current 
carrying conductor. The other, 
while allowing small temporary 
overloads such as starting motors, 
interrupts the circuit if the overload 
continues for more than a few 

seconds. 
A circuit breaker essentially per¬ 

forms the same task as a time-delay 
fuse, but it doesn’t have to replac¬ 
ed each time it interrupts an 
overloaded circuit. A breaker- 
interrupted circuit can be 
reenergized by moving the breaker 
toggle to the “off’ position, then to 
the “on.” 

For the safe use of electricity in 
potentially damp and wet areas, 
such as bathrooms there are 
ground-fault interrupters. These 
electronic devices continually 
measure the current flowing in the 
current conductor and the neutral 
wire. Any differences between the 
amount of current flowing in the 
two is assumed to be a fault to 
ground and the circuit is instantly 
interrupted to stop the flow of 
electrons. 

Ground fault interrupters are 
available as portable units, as built- 
in units that can fit in the same 
space as regular duplex outlets and 
as circuit breakers that can protect 

entire branch circuits. 
If we use our electric service in a 

safe and efficient manner, it will 
continue to be a good and faithful 
servant, helping to make our lives 
easier and more enjoyable. 
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from the Directors, 
Manager and Employees 

of Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative 

Harry Kuhn, Manager 
Ray Mulholland, President 
Dean Bame, Vice-President 
John Steele, Secretary-Treasurer 
Hubert Chapman, Director 
Harold Dycus, Director 
Archie Hamilton, Director 
Kevin Liefer, Director 
Dale Smith, Director 
Edward Timpner, Director 
Paul Nehrt, Attorney 
Orville Alms 
Scot Alms 
Dana Bayer 
Josephine Bayer 
Jim Beattie 
Don Bollman 

Alma Boucher 
Brenda Cleland 
Bryce Cramer 
Darwin Dailey 
Dale Deppe 
John Donovan 
Thomas Ernsting 
Linda Florreich 
Don Forby 
Merle Fuhrhop 
Carl Goetting 
Jim Grothaus 
Charles Guetersloh 
Larry Hartman 
Terry Hope 
Claude Husband, Sr. 
Kenneth Kagy 

Wayne Luedeman 
Diane Maxwell 
Lewis Minton, Jr. 
Bob Poole 
Norman Quillman 
Dean Reiman 
Wilbert Schnepel 
Earl Schupbach 
Aaron Schuster 
Harold Shields 
David Sickmeyer 
JoAnn Simmons 
Jim Smith 
Richard Stein 
Roger Stuva 
Gerald Thies 

May your days glow with good will and kindness. 
May each smile that you see be for you. . . 
May your family and friends be around you. 

Lending joy to whatever you do. . . 
May your gifts of the season be many, 

Those the passing of time will endure. . . 
May the holidays leave you with blessings 

That will warm your heart through the year. . 
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with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

Last month I discussed bill collecting and the amount 
of credit utilities extend to their customers, so this 
month I will talk about something that a customer 
might consider as “the other side of the coin.” When 
the subject of utility bills comes up, someone will usual¬ 
ly mention the fact that the customer really has no 
chance to shop around for the best price and is really 
a captive customer of a monopoly type of business. In 
some cases an individual will use this as an excuse or 
rationale for not paying the utility what is owed on an 
electric bill. 

I will agree that a customer really does not have a 
choice as to which utility provides his electrical needs 
at a given location. You could, of course, move to an 
area served by the utility of your preference, but in 
most cases that is simply not feasible or practical. While 
you are obligated to take your electrical service from 
us if you locate in the cooperative’s service area, the 
exclusive right to serve your electrical needs is a means 
of holding down utility costs, rather than increasing 
them. While competition is usually regarded as a means 
of holding down prices, you have to consider that 
utilities operate in a different business world than your 
local grocery store or service station. 

If you will let us build a power plant on a street cor¬ 
ner in your local community and you come in and get 
your supply of electricity, we can sell it to you a lot 
cheaper and you can buy from whichever utility you 
choose. You must bear in mind, however, that we are 
only going to open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., five or six 
days a week, and we won’t be available after hours or 
on Sundays or holidays. So, if you have trouble with 
your electrical system or run out of electricity, you will 
have to wait until we open for business during regular 
hours. Also, we are only going to have available the 
amount of electricity we think we can sell everyday and 
there won’t be any rain checks if you suddenly need 
more and we don’t have it. If this sounds familiar, it 
should because this is the way a lot of the retail 
establishments operate. I don’t think, however, that is 
the way you want your local electrical utility to operate. 

If, on the other hand, you want us to build a line to 
your doorstep and provide you with all your electrical 
requirements whenever you have a need to use elec¬ 
tricity, we cannot sell it as cheaply nor can we get into 
a competitive situation. You have to keep in mind that 
not only are we going to build an expensive line to your 
place and a very expensive power plant to supply the 
maximum need, no matter when it occurs, but we are 
also going to have to supply the people and equipment 
to keep you in service around the clock, 365 days a year. 
If we are going to do all this for your benefit, then the 
one thing that we need from you is your guarantee that 
you will buy all of your electrical needs from us. 

If utilities did not have designated service areas and 
each one built a line into every consumer so that the 
consumer could buy from the one that had the lowest 
rates, the duplication of facilities and the doubling or 
more of investment costs would be more than anyone 
would care to bear. Under those kinds of conditions, 
eventually most companies would go broke with the 
surviving company having all the business and no other 
yardstick with which to be compared. No, we do not 
operate in a competitive situation like your local 
grocery store or service station, but they don’t bring 
their services to your door, nor do they build roads to 
your house in order for you to have a way to town. 
Neither do they guarantee that they will have what you 
need when you get there. 

A great portion of the rate increases during the past 
10 years have been due to the high cost of hew power 
plants and some excess capacity due to less-than- 
expected load growth. While excess capacity is not 
desirable, there is really no way that utility managers 
can afford to be short in their estimates because the 
consuming public simply would not stand for insuffi¬ 
cient power supply. While we do experience outages 
from time to time, probably none of us has ever ex¬ 
perienced a situation where rolling blackouts or 
brownouts had to be utilized because there was not 
enough generating capacity to go around. That says a 
lot for a system that may not be perfect, but it does 
deliver. 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed Friday, 

December 25, for Christmas, and Friday, 
January 1, for New Year’s Day. 
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Sen. Glenn Poshard (D-Carterville), Rep. Bruce Richmond (D-Murphysboro) and officials of the Illinois Depart¬ 
ment of Energy and Natural Resources and Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association announced a new state 
weatherization and energy conservation grant program on October 30 in Carterville. The Rural Home Energy 
Program, established through legislation authored by Poshard, allocates $1.7 million to be used for weatheriza¬ 
tion and energy conservation measures. The funds are available only to qualifying low and moderate income 
families served by electric cooperatives. Funding for the program comes from penalties assessed by the federal 
government against oil companies. From left are: Ray Mulholland, Marissa, president of Egyptian Electric; 
Rep. Richmond and Sen. Poshard (seated); Mitch Beaver, director of energy and environmental affairs, Il¬ 
linois Department of Energy and Natural Resources; and Harry Kuhn, manager of Egyptian Electric. 

Your employees 
ALMS 

Orville Alms, a service repair¬ 

man/maintenance lineman at 

Steeleville for Egyptian Electric 

Cooperative Association, has 

completed more than 20 years 

with your cooperative. He started 

with Egyptian on October 24, 

1966. 

Orville lives in Steeleville with 

his wife, Nita, and their three 

children: Orville, Jr., Scot and 

Debbie. His hobbies include golf, 

fishing and bike riding. 

FORBY 
Donald Forby also has com¬ 

pleted more than 20 years with 

Forby 

your electric cooperative. Donald 

began work for Egyptian on 

October 6, 1966. He is a 

serviceman/maintenance 
lineman at Murphysboro. 

Alms 

He and his wife, Sue, live in 

Makanda with their two children: 

Ken and Donnia Kay. He lists fox 

and rabbit hunting as his 

hobbies. 
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sor of this legislation. Approximately $1.5 million is 
available through this program to qualifying electric 
cooperative members. 

WHO QUALIFIES? 

There are two basic categories of qualifiers. 
Any electric cooperative member with household in¬ 

come 80 percent or less of the cooperative service area’s 
median income is eligible for a grant of up to $1,500. 
This is a total grant, without any matching funds 
required by the applicant. 

A member whose household income is 80 to 120 
percent of the area’s median income is eligible for a 
grant of up to $1,000. This is a 50 percent matching 
grant, with the consumer-member paying 50 percent 
of the project’s cost. 

A detailed list of median incomes for the cooperative 
service area is shown below. 

WHAT KIND OF ENERGY CONSERVATION 
PROJECTS QUALIFY? 

Any project that will improve energy efficiency in 
the home is eligible. Some examples include: 

• Caulking and weather stripping 
• Furnace efficiency modifications 
• Replacement furnaces or boilers with annual fuel 

utilization efficiency (AFUE) greater than 90 
percent 

• Furnace replacement burner (oil) 
• Intermittent pilot ignition devices 
• Replacement air conditioner with a seasonal 

energy efficiency ratio (SEER) of greater than 8.6 
• Wall, ceiling, floor, pipe, duct or water heater 

insulation 

• Storm windows or doors, and thermal windows 
or doors 

• Electric load management systems 
• Solar domestic water heaters 
• Replacement water heater that meets or exceeds 

current ASHRAE 90 efficiency standards 

Other energy conservation projects may be eligible 
for the state grant funds, but such projects must be ap¬ 
proved by ENR. 

To apply for a Rural Home Energy Program grant 
or for more information, contact the cooperative or 
ENR. Before being considered for the grant, par¬ 
ticipants must have an energy audit completed on their 
home and have a written bid from a contractor for pro¬ 
posed projects. These bids must contain model 
numbers and efficiency ratings for heating or cooling 
systems, and cost estimates. 

Applications must be submitted to the cooperative. 
The cooperative reviews the application, then forwards 
it to ENR for final review and approval. ENR has the 
final decision on all Rural Home Energy Program 
applications. 

Once an application is approved, a check is prepared 
payable to the consumer-member and the cooperative. 
The cooperative will then endorse the check and pre¬ 
sent it to the member for payment. The cooperative 
may inspect the completed work, and each approved 
applicant must also certify that the installation of 
materials or equipment funded through the grant pro¬ 
gram is complete. 

For additional information, contact Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric at (618) 965-3434 or the Illinois Department of 
Energy and Natural Resources toll-free at 
1-800-252-8955. 

Rep. Bruce Richmond (D- 
Murphysboro) has received the Il¬ 
linois Electric Cooperatives Public 
Service Award. The presentation 
was made October 15 in 
Springfield. With Richmond (right) 
is Hubert Chapman, Carbondale, a 
director of Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association and the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. The IEC Public Ser¬ 
vice award is presented annually to 
those legislators and other govern¬ 
ment officials who have made 
significant contributions to the 
electric cooperatives' legislative 
goals. 
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Unlike most other businesses, a utility sells its ser¬ 
vices on credit to anyone that requests it, without the 
customer having to provide any credit references. 
Typically, a month of electrical service is provided and 
a bill is rendered sometime during the next month. 
This cooperative operates in this manner with our on¬ 
ly difference being that approximately 80 percent of 
the members read their own meters and submit their 
payment without our having to send them a bill. Bill¬ 
ed accounts, on the other hand, have their meters read 
around the 12th to the 15th of the month and receive 
a bill from us around the 25th day of the month. They 
then have until the 10th of the next month to pay the 
net amount, and if payment is not received, we start 
a process of notifications. If payment is not received 
after the final disconnect notice is rendered, the ser¬ 
vice is disconnected for non-payment. 

As you might conclude, a considerable amount of 
time is involved before a service is actually discon¬ 
nected. Typically there will be about two and one-half 
months of service on the meter that has not been paid 
for at the time the disconnect is made. Thus, it is a lit¬ 
tle difficult for me to understand how anyone could 
think it is unreasonable for us to request payment when 
we have already extended credit for over two months 
of electrical service simply on the basis of his promise 
to pay. 

I think we would all agree that electrical service is 
virtually a necessity these days, but I think you would 
also agree that having something to eat is more critical. 
In view of that, how many supermarkets allow you to 
carry out 30 days of groceries without any payment on 
your part and continue to allow you to carry out 
another 30 days while they are trying to collect for the 
first 30 days? Unless you shop at different stores than 
we do, I don’t imagine you can name any. There are 
probably still some small town stores that still have 
charge accounts for some long time customers, but by 
and large they are a,thing of the past. My experience 
with the modern supermarket is that you pay for 
everything before you carry it out of the door and you 
have a zero credit limit. 

While gasoline is probably not quite as critical as 
electrical service, you certainly need it to get to work 
to earn a living or to do the many errands that are 
necessary to keep a household going. You can, of 
course, use a credit card to buy gasoline from some sta¬ 

tions, but you must first obtain a credit card. Once you 
have a credit card, the company issuing the card ex¬ 
pects to receive the required payment or it will revoke 
the card, and you are back to a cash-only basis. 

Many self-service stations do not accept credit cards 
and, in fact, some are so trusting that you have to put 
money up front before they will even turn on the gas 
pump. While their product is nearly essential to you, 
they consider your payment more essential and want 
it in hand before they produce the product. 

I would venture to say that most people will pay cash 
at the supermarket or service station and will not voice 
the slightest complaint about having to pay up front 
for everything they get. Why do you suppose some of 
these same people will then take to writing nasty let¬ 
ters when their electric cooperative makes a reasonable 
request for payment after having extended credit for 
at least 60 days of energy usage? I’d like to believe that 
it is because they do not really realize just how they 
are billed and how much credit they get simply on the 
basis of their promise to pay, but sometimes it does 
make one wonder. 

Let me state at this point that the vast majority of 
the members pay their bills on time every month and 
they never get a notice from us. If, however, you do 
forget your bill payment and you receive a reminder 
notice from us, please view it as a reminder and a col¬ 
lection tool that we must use to operate this cooperative 
in a sound business manner. We think the members 
rate the credit they receive, and we believe the 
cooperative treats you a lot better than your local super¬ 
market or service station in that regard. 

All that is asked in return for allowing you to pay 
after the fact for services used is that you pay the bill 
when it is due. If everyone did that, it would sure make 
our jobs a lot easier. I can assure you that we do not 
enjoy trying to collect money from the members. It is 
a task the employees like the least. We do not, however, 
let our dislike for the task keep us from doing it, 
because I believe that you expect us to operate this 
cooperative in the same manner you would operate 
your own business, and no business can afford to give 
away its products or services. Those that get into that 
position usually are not around too long, and I expect 
this cooperative to be in business for a long time to 
come. 

% 

Cooperative members may be eligible for 
energy conservation grants 

Are you planning home weatherization 
improvements or replacing a heating and cooling 
system this year but lack the cash to get started? You 
might be eligible for a home weatherization and energy 
conservation grant from the State of Illinois. 

Egyptian Electric (inoperative Association members 
who qualify may obtain up to $1,500 from the Illinois 

Department of Energy and Natural Resources (ENR) 
for a variety of home energy use improvements to their 
homes. The program will fund projects that will result 
in long-term home energy savings. The funding is 

available through the Rural Home Energy Program, ap¬ 
proved by the Illinois General Assembly this spring. 
State Sen. Glenn Poshard of Carterville was the spon- 
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From the 
Manager^ Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

INSURANCE 
Although we live in town, our house is served by a 

rural mail carrier, and this past week we received a let¬ 
ter from an insurance company. The letter was intend¬ 
ed for rural mail patrons. If you live on a rural mail 
route, you probably have received a similar letter or 
will be receiving one in the near future, because the 
company is probably working this area at the present 
time. 

While the letter does not make the outright claim 
that the insurance is endorsed by your local rural elec¬ 
tric cooperative, it could easily give you the impression 
that such is the case. I want to state emphatically that 
this electric cooperative does not endorse any in¬ 
surance of any kind, and any claims to the contrary are 
simply not true. 

We are approached from time to time by companies 
who would like for us to either sell or give to them our 
mailing list for insurance sales purposes, but we ab¬ 
solutely refuse to do so. We regard our membership 
mailing list as privileged information, and we will not 
give it to any company or individual for any purpose. 
We are not in a position to evaluate the products and 
services of other companies, and consequently we are 
not going to recommend something to the membership 
of which we know nothing about. In our opinion, 
releasing our membership list gives the appearance of 
an endorsement, and it is just not going to happen with 
this cooperative. 

While we do not endorse any insurance companies 
or other products that might be advertised in the Il¬ 
linois Rural Electric News magazine, that does not 
mean that they might not be good products. You simply 
have to make your own determination that what you 

OFFICE CLOSING 
Our offices will be closed 

Thursday, November 26, and 
Friday, November 27, for the 

Thanksgiving holidays. 

are buying is what you want and it is a good product 
backed by a good company. Please do not rely on an 
implied association with Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
as a basis for spending your money. 

BILL COLLECTING 

By the time you read this article, we will be starting 
into the colder months when some members will have 
trouble paying their winter heating bills. As I have done 
in past years, I would again urge those members who 
know they will have trouble paying their bills to seek 
assistance before we are at the door to disconnect for 
non-payment. 

There is usually some governmental assistance 
available for low-income families to help pay heating 
bills, but it does take at least some effort on the part 
of the individual to apply for the assistance. From our 
standpoint, the worst thing a member can do is to not 
make any effort to seek assistance and ignore our 
notices in the hope that nothing will happen. If a 
member ignores our notices and makes no effort to 
work with us in resolving problems with his account, 
we will make disconnects for non-payment during the 
winter months. I personally feel that is the only way 
we can fairly treat those members who pay their bills 
each month, even though it may be very difficult for 
them to do so at times. We do not have a magic hat 
from which to draw funds, and any amounts we are not 
able to collect from those who do not pay have to be 
made up by those that do pay. I have to believe that 
the vast majority of the members would feel that 
everyone should make an all-out effort to pay for what 
they have used. 

From time to time our collection efforts will cause 
a member to write a letter of complaint to me, and in 
some cases the letters are less than polite. I personally 
attempt to answer all such complaints, and I try not 
to take the complaints too personally, although at times 
that is hard to do when when you are called names or 
someone questions your integrity. I guess I never cease 
to be amazed at how some people can take offense at 
what is an effort to operate this cooperative on a sound 
business basis and collect money for services rendered. 
Perhaps part of the problem is that most people do not 
realize just how lenient utilities are as compared to 
your local supermarket or gas station. I am going to 
take a few minutes of your times to point our what this 
cooperative does for each of its members with regard 
to credit. 
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(Continued from page 12a) 
a lot of valuable time. Fortunately in this case, as with 
many other outages, an alert member called us and told 
us where the problem was at and we were able to start 
isolating the problem area from the rest of the system 
as soon as we could get linemen on the scene. We real¬ 
ly appreciate the assistance of Mr. Ray Hartmann of 

Campbell Hill on this outage because his call enabled 
us to restore power sooner than we would otherwise 
have been able to do it. We wish to thank him and all 
the other members who from time to time call us with 
information that makes our jobs a lot easier and greatly 
lessens the inconvenience to the membership as a 
whole. 

Office closing 
Our offices will be closed on Wednesday, November 11, 1987, in observance of Veterans Day. 

Your employees 

Donovan 

John Donovan 
A 22-year employee with your 

electric cooperative, John 
Donovan is crew foreman. He 
began on August 12, 1965. 

He and his wife, Nancy, live 
near Murphysboro, and she is 
director of sales and catering for 
the Ramada Inn of Carbondale. 
They have two daughters: 
Elizabeth, a college student, and 
Shawnna, a high school student. 

John says he enjoys fishing, 
rock hunting and observing 
wildlife. 

Gerald Thies 
Gerald Thies, billing super¬ 

visor for Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association, has 
been an employee of the 
cooperative for more than 21 
years. He began on April 4, 1966. 

Gerald lives in Percy with his 

Thies 

wife, Ruth Ann, and they have 
four children: Brian, 22; Carla, 
21; Kevin, 18, and Jason, 13. 

He lists his hobbies as hunting, 
fishing and bowling. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437 first. If there is no answer 
call 684-2144. 

MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144 first. If there is no answer 
call 965-3437. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, and 
other information requested. 
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Two Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
employees, Jim Smith (left), line 
foreman, and Dana Bayer, 
journeyman lineman, remove a 
small tree from underneath an elec¬ 
tric line. Keeping trees away from 
power lines helps assure system 
reliability. 

rub on the conductor and damage 
it and can push the phase and 
neutral conductors together, caus¬ 
ing the line to burn. Trees that are 
not growing into the line can still 

be a threat to good, reliable electric 
service. Wind storms, like we have 
recently been experiencing, break 
limbs from trees or the whole tree 
may give way and fall into the line. 
Trimming and cutting trees and 
brush is an essential part of a line 

maintenance program. 
Tree limbs will cause an oil cir¬ 

cuit recloser to operate. The oil cir¬ 
cuit recloser will shut the power off 
momentarily, and if the line has 
cleared after this operation, the 
power will stay on. Many of you 
have noticed these momentary 
power interruptions and sometimes 
think of them as being a nuisance, 
but the oil circuit reclosers are do¬ 
ing their job. 

It is important to note that oil cir¬ 
cuit reclosers must be serviced 
periodically. They are designed to 
automatically interrupt the power 
when something creates a fault on 
the line. They will automatically in¬ 
terrupt the power a series of times 
if the fault has not cleared, and on 
the fourth operation will “lock out” 
if the fault still has not cleared. The 
fault, if one is found, must then be 
corrected, and the oil circuit 
recloser is manually reset. 

Guy wires, used to add support to 
the line, are installed at strategic 
points. The guy wires are sometimes 
accidentally cut with mowers or 
farm machinery or, if the end of 
them should get covered over with 
dirt, they may rust. They have also 
been known to come loose at the an¬ 
chor. When any one of these things 

happen, they have lost their ability 
to support the line and must be 
replaced or repaired. 

It is important that they be main¬ 
tained to keep too much “pull” 
from being placed on the pole, let¬ 
ting the conductor sag too low for 
proper clearance. The guying also 
helps support the line when ice 
builds up on the conductor during 
an ice storm or when the wind 
sometimes causes the conductor to 
“gallop.” The linemen are con¬ 
tinually watching for and repairing 
the loose guying as part of the line 
maintenance program. 

Another very important part of 
the line maintenance program is 
the inspection and replacement of 
poles. The treatment used on the 
poles protects them from insect 
damage and rot, usually giving them 
a long life. There are more than 
40,000 poles in your cooperative’s 
system. Many of these have been in 
use for many years and are still 
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good. We do recognize that, in spite 
of the treatment they have been 
given, they will rot or get damaged 
and must be replaced. 

You, the member of the 
cooperative, can help us keep the 
system in good condition by repor¬ 
ting any cut ground wires, loose 
guying, or poles that are bad or 
have been hit by vehicles or 
machinery. Allowing us to trim or 
cut trees so there is good line 
clearance can really be a big help; 
and not planting trees under or 
near electric lines helps, too. 

This splintered pole was struck by 
farm equipment. It was replaced 
immediately, preventing what 
could have been an inconvenient 
and costly outage. 
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Maintaining the system 
Maintaining the lines and equip¬ 

ment that make up the power 
distribution system of your 
cooperative is a continuous activity. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association, your cooperative, has 
almost 2,000 miles of line. This 
system extends from south St. Clair 
County on the northwest to the 
western portion of Williamson 
County at the system’s southeastern 
edge. The territory served by your 

cooperative is approximately 70 
miles long from and about 40 miles 
wide at the widest point. 

This system, with terrain ranging 
from fairly open and flat to creek 
bottoms and bluffs to woods and 
cleared land to Kaskaskia Island, re¬ 
quires differing line maintenance 
skills. One part of the system may 
have most of the lines located along 
or near roadways, making them fair¬ 
ly easy to get to for maintenance, 

while in another locality the lines 
may run through a creek bottom or 
up through hills, away from the 
road. 

Wherever the lines are located, 
controlling trees and brush is an 
ever-present line maintenance pro¬ 
ject. Many of the species of trees we 
have in this area grow fairly fast and 
can soon be back into the lines after 
they have been trimmed. Trees 
growing into the power lines can 
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with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

BILLING PACKETS 
By the time you read this article, you should have 

received your new billing packet if you are a self-billed 
member. If you are on self-billing and have not received 
your packet, please contact one of our offices as soon 
as possible and we will mail one to you. At this time 
of year we always find out how good our address 
records are, and unfortunately we always get a number 
of packets back because the address is wrong. If you 
move during the year, it is important to provide us with 
the correct address for your location because the post 
office will not deliver mail that is not addressed 
correctly. 

If you received the billing packet and did not read 
the letter that was enclosed, please take a few minutes 
to read it. Other than telling that there will again be 
no rate increase this year, it does contain some infor¬ 
mation on grants for energy conservation projects that 
might be of interest to you. 

TRANSMISSION OUTAGE 
As those of you who live on the northern half of the 

system probably know, we had an outage on the system 
on Thursday, September 10, that lasted for approx¬ 
imately an hour and 20 minutes. Initially, we had seven 
substations and approximately 3,400 members out of 
service, but we were able to restore service to the Camp¬ 
bell Hill and Pyatt substations about half an hour 
before we picked up the rest of the system. This was 
one of those times that Murphy’s law applied because 
everything that could have gone wrong apparently did. 
At the worst, we should have had only the Campbell 
Hill and Pyatt substations out of service, but due to the 
failure of automatic relays and reclosers to work prop¬ 
erly, we lost all transmission ties to the Lake of Egypt 
power plant and the interconnection to the Baldwin 
power plant. 

The outage was caused by an insulator string becom¬ 
ing unhooked from a crossarm at the top of a 90-foot 
pole near Trico School. The conductor attached to the 
insulator string then fell on the crossarm below it, 

causing a short circuit to ground and the subsequent 
tripping of all circuits tied to the Campbell Hill 
transmission switching station. The insulator was 
hooked to the crossarm by means of a hook through 
an eyebolt and, if you were to look at it, you would 
agree that there is no way that it could have become 
unhooked with the weight of the conductor hanging 
from it. It did happen, however, and we are not at all 
sure as to the cause although we do have a theory as 
to a possible cause. The pole does have a scar on it 
where it appears that a truck might have backed into 
it and a hard shock to a pole of that height might have 
caused the top to snap over and the insulator string 
to flip up enough to unhook it from the eyebolt. At 
this point it is strictly speculation on our part, but it 
is the only possible cause that makes much sense at the 
present time. 

Regardless of the cause, you can well imagine what 
was happening to our phone system with 3,400 
members out of service. I am sure that if you tried to 
call you probably received a busy signal and probably 
also thought that we were not answering the phone. 
Let me again state that we always have an employee 
on duty to take outage calls, and this time was no ex¬ 
ception. We were, in fact, taking calls at both Steeleville 
and Murphysboro, but the volume was such that most 
people could not get through. The only possible time 
that we might not answer an outage call is when there 
are so many calls coming in that the person on duty 
cannot get free to call out linemen to find and correct 
the problem. At times such as those, he might forego 
answering the outage phone for a few moments in 
order to get someone started on the way to take care 
of the problem. In those situations, we believe it makes 
a lot more sense to let the outage phone ring for a few 
moments and get on with solving the problem, rather 
than lose valuable time taking more calls about the 
same problem. You can be pretty well assured that if 
you are getting constant busy signals, the outage is fairly 
widespread and a lot of other people have already 
reported it and we are working on it. 

In regard to outages, I might also add that it is 
sometimes really difficult to isolate where the problem 
might be when you are dealing with a large area. In 
the case of this outage, the trouble could have been 
anywhere from south of New Athens to Campbell Hill. 
If you have to go through the normal switching pro¬ 
cedures to isolate the problem, you are going to lose 

Continued on page 12d) 
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Hubert L. Chapman of Carbondale, 
left, has received Professional 
Director Certification given by the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA). Chapman, a 
director of Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative, Steeleville, since 
1978, received the award during 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives's annual meeting in 
Springfield, August 4-6. Electric 
cooperative directors must par¬ 
ticipate in more than 75 hours of 
NRECA courses in order to receive 
the certification. The presentations 
were made by Robert I. Kabat, 
right, director of NRECA Manage¬ 
ment Services. 
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Avoidable autumn accidents 
As a chill in the air becomes noticeable with the onset 

of autumn, the outdoorsman’s thoughts turn to hunt¬ 
ing, sawing firewood and a variety of “sweater weather” 
activities. 

Unfortunately, in their zest to enjoy the great out¬ 
doors, people sometimes cause interruptions in elec¬ 
tric service and create life-threatening situations by in¬ 
terfering with high voltage power lines. 

Careless hunters are responsible for broken in¬ 
sulators on power lines and other hazardous conditions 
each year. 

Taking target practice on insulators or shooting at 
birds sitting on the lines is not very sporting, and may 
be fatal if a line is damaged or broken. Damaged lines 
can snap and fall to the ground while still energized, 
creating an electrocution hazard to the hunter, anyone 
else walking through the area, or livestock in the field. 

Also, a random “pot-shot” can crack a line insulator 
and the damage may not be visible from the ground. 
Over time, the crack can fill with moisture and cause 
a short in the line, which means members will be 
without service until the insulator is replaced. 

In some cases, if the insulator is severely damaged, 
the line may become detached from the pole and drop 
to within a few feet of the ground, posing an electrocu¬ 
tion hazard to anyone in the area. 

Shooting insulators or any electric equipment is il¬ 
legal and expensive. Repairing the damage from a 
careless hunter’s shot, whether intentional or not, is 
an added operating expense to your cooperative which 
must be passed along to the membership, Still, that cost 
is minimal when compared to the potential for per¬ 
sonal injury or death. 

Tree trimming and cutting are frequently the cause 
of service interruptions and shock and electrocution 

hazards, as well. 
Overhead power lines are so prevalent in both ur¬ 

ban and rural areas today that, unfortunately, it is all 
too common for people to start cutting before taking 
a moment to visually inspect their site for power lines 
and other hazards. 

Always call Egyptian Electric Cooperative if you want 
limbs near lines trimmed or a tree cut that has even 
the slightest possibility of contacting lines at the loca¬ 
tion. Our forestry crew will make arrangements to trim 
branches or cut the entire tree down for you if there 
is any risk of line interference. 

Each year outages and injuries are caused when limbs 
or entire trees make contact with high voltage power 
lines. The timber doesn’t have to knock the line down 
to cause problems, either. Reports of people climbing 
trees to trim dead branches and receiving serious and 
even fatal shocks by contacting power lines with their 
body or their trimming equipment are heard much too 
often. And, depending on the moisture in the ground 
and other factors, you can be injured simply by 
touching the tree when it makes contact with the lines. 
Wood is generally not a very good conductor of elec¬ 
tricity, but a certain amount of current can be carried 
through a tree and through you if you are touching it. 

As the leaves begin to change colors and it is more 
pleasant to work and play outdoors, remember to 
locate and stay clear of power lines when participating 
in any activity. 

Electricity is a safe and reliable service, but must be 
respected because it can be very dangerous when 
mishandled or ignored. Think safety before you aim 
your gun or start your saw. It saves everyone time, 
money and worry. 
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Gaylen Greer of rural Pinckneyville, winner of the 1987 FFA Illinois Agricultural Electrification Award, was 
presented with a plague in recognition of his work and achievements at the local and sectional level of the 
FFA. The plaque was presented to Greer by Thomas H. Moore, general manager of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, at the association's 46th annual meeting held August 4-6 in Springfield. Pictured with 
Moore and Greer are two members of the board of directors of Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 
of Steeleville, Greer's home electric cooperative. Flanking them at left is Edward C. Timpner of Pinckneyville 
and at right is Dale A. Smith of Cutler. The AIEC presents a plaque each year to the winner of the FFA award 
to draw attention to the contributions of the Future Farmers of America to the agricultural industry. 

Pinckneyville youth honored by AIEC 
Gaylen Greer of rural Pinckneyville, winner of the 

1987 FFA Illinois Agricultural Electrification Award, 
was honored during the 46th annual meeting of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives held on 
August 5 in Springfield. Greer was presented with a 
plaque recognizing him for his work and achievements 
in FFA at the local and sectional level. 

Greer discussed his FFA experience with nearly 400 
employees, directors and guests of electric cooperatives 
from throughout the state. Greer and his parents, 
Charles and Mary Greer, are members of Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, Steeleville. 

The AIEC honored Greer as a part of its continuing 
effort to call attention to the Future Farmers of 
American and the role that the organization plays 
through the vocational agricultural education system 

to train and assist rural young people in preparing for 
their chosen vocations and future leadership positions 
in their communities. 

Greer is a member of the Pinckneyville FFA Chapter 

September 1987 

and a recent graduate of Pinckneyville High School. 
He has been involved in the 4-H and FFA electricity 
programs for nine years, holding the offices of sentinel 
and vice president of his local FFA chapter and serv¬ 
ing as sentinel of Illinois FFA Section 24. Greer said 
he planned to attend Southern Illinois University in 
Carbondale this fall where he will major in electrical 
engineering. 
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for lunch to find the door and windows closed and the 
air-conditioner humming away. I was then informed 
that the conservation program had terminated and to 
date it has not been resumed. Judging by the way the 
load gradually builds On the system over a period of 
hot weather, it would seem that our reactions are pret¬ 
ty typical of most people. We tend to tough it out for 
a few days, but when it looks like the heat will continue, 
we finally decide that enough is enough and we turn 
on the air-conditioner. The most likely comment you 
will hear at that point is “I pay to heat it. I might as 
well pay to cool it.” 

Even though this has been a relatively hot summer, 
the system’s summer peaks are not that much greater 
than other years. About all I can conclude from that 
is that during most summers we have enough hot 
weather that most everyone will run their air- 

conditioner for some period of times and the system 

will experience a fairly high air-conditioning peak load. 
This system is still a winter peaking system by a con¬ 
siderable margin, so system capacity in the summer is 
not a problem. Other than some really scary lightning 
caused by the hot weather, we have not experienced 
many problems due to the heat in operating the system. 
We lost a considerable number of transformers due to 
lightning, but only a handful due to overloads and 
overheating. We have believed for some time that the 
distribution transformers were pretty well sized for the 
load that was out there and a summer like this tends 
to bear that out pretty well. If we could just figure out 
some way to control and harness the lightning strokes, 
your lights would blink a lot less, outages would be 
fewer and I would spend a lot less time looking out the 
window and wondering what is happening to the 
system. 

Your employees 

Merle A. Fuhrhop, office 
manager for Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association, will 
mark 40 years with the 
cooperative next spring. 

Fuhrhop, who began work 
with the cooperative on April 1, 
1948, lives in Steeleville. He and 
his wife, Mary, have five children: 

Fuhrhop 

Barbara, Sue, Karen, Rick and 
Steve. 

Fuhrhop’s hobby is golf. 

Wilbert Schnepel, meter tester 
for Egyptian, completed 24 years 
with the cooperative this past 

Schnepel 

August 1. 
As meter tester he is responsi¬ 

ble for testing, calibrating and 
maintaining electric meters and 
voltage regulators. 

A resident of Steeleville, 
Schnepel enjoys boating and 
fishing. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Cheek your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

4. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437 first. If there is no answer 
call 684-2144. 

MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144 first. If there is no answer 
call 965-3437. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 

5. Please give the person who answers 
the member’s name as it is billed, and 
other information requested. 
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From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

SUMMER BILLS 
With the warm weather we have experienced this 

summer, electrical usage has been up considerably and 
many members have seen a corresponding increase in 
their summer bills. While it may seem like a lot to pay 
for being comfortable, in many cases, the cost is not 
that bad when you really take a look at just how much 
energy is being used by the air conditioner. Most of 
us do not have any idea as to how much of our total 
usage goes through the air conditioner, but we have 
placed several meters on heat pump units in conjunc¬ 
tion with the add-on heat pump program and the sum¬ 
mer usage figures are rather interesting. 

We are currently submetering eight heat pump com¬ 
pressors, and while we do not have all of the August 
readings in as yet, most of the readings for June, July 
and August fall in the range of 400-740 kilowatt-hours 
per month. One monthly reading did exceed 800 kwhs, 
but thus far it is the only one to record that much for 
one of the summer months. The overall average for the 
three-month period, based on the readings we have 
thus far, would probably not exceed 700 kwhs per 
month. 

That may sound like a lot of kwhs, but when you 
figure the bill at the final block price in the rate 
schedule, it figures out to be $35 per month to keep 
the house cool and comfortable. That equates to about 
$1.20 a day and that is really a pretty good bargain 
when you look at what some other things cost. 

I, for example, do not drink coffee so I get my caf¬ 
feine out of a soda machine and $1.20 will not buy 
three cans of soda. At 50 cents a can, it will buy about 
two and one-half cans of soda. A lot of families with 
children will drink a lot more soda than that in a day’s 
time and really not think twice about it. I don’t smoke, 
but I understand that a pack of cigarettes is around a 
dollar a pack, so many people spend more on cigaret¬ 
tes in a day’s time than it probably takes to air condi¬ 
tion their house and allow them to be comfortable and 
get a good night’s sleep. 

September 1987 

The point I hope I have made is that we sometimes 
get upset about our utility bill and tend to lose sight 
of just how much we have benefited from our usage 
of the electricity and how much we have spent for other 
things that are relatively unimportant to our well be¬ 
ing and happiness and do us relatively little good. I 
would guess that if each of us had a meter on each 
energy-consuming device in the house and could see 
exactly how much every job or activity costs, we would 
probably conclude that the cost of electricity is not all 
that bad when compared to the alternatives and the 
relative cost of other things in our lives. 

I personally did not fare as well as those members 
whose air-conditioning units we metered. I have a 
meter on my unit and during the real hot days we were 
using a little over 30 kwhs a day, which was costing us 
about $3 per day to air-condition. Our usage was pro¬ 
bably higher for a number of reasons that people do 
not consider when they get together with their 
neighbor and compare bills. For one thing, our house 
sits in a location where there are no big trees and it 
receives absolutely no shade. The sun beating on the 
aluminum siding and brick facing on the front will heat 
the house to a point where it will stay warm long after 
the sun goes down. We have three boys who are in and 
out of the house a lot, along with a number of friends. 
The opening and closing of the exterior doors will 
allow heat and humidity to enter the house. Those same 
boys will shower much more when it is hot and humid, 
and the extra heat and humidity from the shower will 
cause the air-conditioner to run more. 

Thus, if I were to compare my bill to some of my 
neighbors where there are no children in the house and 
both husband and wife are gone all day at work, it 
would just not be a valid comparison. Each house is 
different and each family’s lifestyle is unique. Before 
you think that there is no way your bill could be that 
much higher than your neighbors, take a few minutes 
to consider how you live and how your homes compare. 

I might add at this point that I had resolved, know¬ 
ing what the summer rate would be in our town this 
summer, that we would hold off on running the air- 
conditioner so much and we would tough it out. I 
thought my wife and I had pretty well agreed on this 
and things went pretty well the first few relatively warm 
days. 

However, about the first day it came close to 90 
degrees, I came home from my air-conditioned office 
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and system improvements. Steele explained, “All 
margins are, of course, allocated to the accounts of in¬ 
dividual members on a prorated basis and the formula 
for computing a member’s share of the past year’s 
margins is published in the Rural Electric News once 
a year.” 

Kuhn reported that the cooperative is continuing to 
refund capital credits to the estates of deceased 
members. “Anyone who is an heir of a deceased 
member of Egyptian Electric, or knows of someone who 
is, should contact the Steeleville office for information 
on how to apply for capital credits that may be owed 
them,” said Kuhn. 

Three area men were reelected to the board of direc¬ 
tors during the meeting. They are Harold I. Dycus of 

Carbondale, Archie Hamilton of Ava and Mulholland 
of Marissa. 

The board met after the meeting to reorganize for 
the coming year. Mulholland was reelected cooperative 
president, W. Dean Bame was chosen as vice president 
and Steele was chosen secretary-treasurer. 

Approximately 350 cooperative member owners and 
guests attending the meeting were entertained follow¬ 
ing the business session by Bob Thomas, country per¬ 
former and former regular on Chicago’s famous coun¬ 
try television program “The Barn Dance.” 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association serves 
10,813 member-owners on 1,949 miles on line in 
Jackson, Monroe, Perry, Randolph, St. Clair, 
Washington and Williamson counties. 

Member Bargain Table was popular. Employees help a member register. 

The attendance was up from last year. 
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Harry W. Kuhn (right), manager of Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association, congratulates three reelected 
directors of the Steeleville-based cooperative following the annual meeting of members July 30. Shown with 
manager Kuhn are, from left: Harold I. Dycus of Carbondale, Archie Hamilton of Ava and Raymond C. 
Mulholland of Marissa. 

cient operating level requiring less coal to generate a 
kilowatt-hour of electric energy. “This increased effi¬ 
ciency results in lower fuel costs passed along to the 
member cooperatives and a savings to Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric members,” he said. 

President Raymond Mulholland of Marissa noted 
that residential consumption of electricity is not like¬ 
ly to increase in the future. “In fact, as older appliances 
wear out and they are replaced with newer, more- 
efficient models, individual usage may decline slight¬ 
ly. Such being the case, the cooperative will have to run 
hard just to stay in one place with regard to energy sales 
to the membership,” said Mulholland. 

Mulholland also reported that the cooperative had 
joined the National Rural Telecommunications 
Cooperative (NRTC) to make satellite television pro¬ 
gramming available in rural areas at an affordable 

price. NRTC is developing a package to market to the 
rural public. 

“Hopefully, we will have something to offer for your 
consideration in the next few months. Your board of 
directors and management are of the opinion that any 
venture such as this must be self-supporting and will 
not be subsidized by the electric business,” explained 
Mulholland. 

Secretary-Treasurer John E. Steele of Campbell Hill 
reported that the cooperative had revenues of $11.9 
million, compared to nearly $11.6 million in 1985. Just 
over $8.2 million of that amount went to buy bulk 
power from SIPC. “In 1986, approximately 69.1 per¬ 
cent of every revenue dollar, after deducting state utili- 
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ty taxes, was spent for wholesale power. A comparable 
figure for 1985 was 73.3 percent of revenue after taxes 
were deducted, so a substantial gain in revenue over 
power cost was achieved in 1986,” said Steele. 

Steele reminded the membership that margins, other 
than those being retired to the estates of deceased 
members, generated by Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
through its operations are retained by the cooperative 
and used to finance the construction of new facilities 
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Your employees 

Josephine Bayer, billing clerk 
for Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association, has 
been employed by your 
cooperative since September of 
1958. 

As billing clerk, she is respon¬ 
sible for a variety of duties, in¬ 
cluding recording and checking 
daily deposits of electric bill 
payments, related billing cor¬ 
respondence, filing, and general 
office tasks. 

She lives on Route 3, Sparta, 
and her family includes two 
brothers and a sister. She enjoys 
reading, music, country life on 

Bayer 

the old family farm, trying to 
raise flowers and coping with pet 
dogs. 

Willard Reiman will mark his 
27th anniversary with Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative Association 
on September 6. 

Reiman 

Line superintendent for Egyp¬ 
tian, Willard lists his hobbies as 
fishing and woodworking. 

A resident of Murphysboro, 
Willard has a daughter, 
Christine, also of Murphysboro, 
and two grandchildren, Nicholas 
and Nathan. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437 first. If there is no answer 
call 684-2144. 

MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144 first. If there is no answer 
call 965-3437. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, and 
other information requested. 

1986 a sound year for Egyptian 
A sound financial picture was presented to the 

members at Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association’s 
49th annual meetingjuly 30 at the American Legion 
Hall in Steeleville. Manager Harry W. Kuhn reported 
that budget projections for 1986 came very close to ac¬ 
tual experience as the cooperative saw another year of 
relatively little load growth. 

“Our annual increase was approximately 1.2 percent, 
short of the amount of growth needed to offset increas¬ 
ing costs,” said Kuhn. 

Continued good news from the cooperative’s power 
supplier, Southern Illinois Power Co-operative (SIPC), 
helped to offset this minimal load growth in the form 
of lowered fuel costs passed along to Egyptian. “SIPC 

was again able to buy coal on the spot market at an 
attractive price and pass the savings along to the 
member distribution cooperatives. Also, through the 
efforts of its management and staff, SIPC was able to 
market some of its surplus power in a very competitive 
market, resulting in some savings to the member 
cooperatives,” reported Kuhn. 

Kuhn explained that, through outside marketing, 
SIPC is able to load its generating units at a more effi- 

Office Closing 
Our offices will be closed on Monday, September 

7, 1987, in observance of Labor Day. 
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From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The 49th annual meeting of the cooperative is now 

history and I thought it went rather well. As promised, 
we held the business meeting and reports to a bare 
minimum and we were able to finish with the enter¬ 
tainment and the drawing of the attendance prizes by 
approximately 9 p.m. The meeting hall was air condi¬ 
tioned and I thought it was very comfortable, consider¬ 
ing what the outside temperatures have been the last 
few weeks. I personally like the Legion Hall as a 
meeting room, as opposed to a school gym, because it 
is smaller and those of us up front feel like we are part 
of the group. In a large gym, those of us conducting 
the meeting usually sit on the stage and you feel rather 
detached from the crowd because you are a distance 
from them and people tend to spread out in a larger 
room. 

This was my fifth annual meeting as your manager 
and I really appreciate the fact that the attendance has 
slowly been increasing every year. At my first annual 
meeting as your manager, there were 167 members in 
attendance. This year the registered members totaled 
207 and, on a percentage basis, that is a significant in¬ 
crease. While we do not get a great deal of feedback, 
what we do get and the increase in numbers leads us 
to believe that you like the way the meetings are con¬ 
ducted. We are, however, always open to suggestions 
and if there is something that we are leaving out or 
some changes you would like to see in the meeting for¬ 
mat, please let us know and we will give them 
consideration. 

RETAIL RATES 
I suppose the number one issue in importance to the 

membership is what the rates will be for the coming 
year. Those of you who have been members for some 
time know that we usually make any rate adjustments 
in October, but that the decision on rates is usually 
made in July in order to allow time to prepare new bill¬ 
ing packets. As has been our practice for a number of 
years, your board and management did review the 

cooperative’s financial situation at the July board 
meeting and concluded that the rates currently in ef¬ 
fect would be adequate for another year. Therefore, 
there will be no rate increase until October 1988, at 
the earliest. We are pleased to be able to make this 
announcement and I’m sure that it is good news to the 
membership. 

There are, of course, a number of factors that deter¬ 
mine what the cooperative’s costs will be in the next 
year and a great deal of guess work is required. 
However, our largest single cost is wholesale power and 
this major item is the primary reason that we will be 
able to hold the line on rates for another year. Our 
power supplier, Southern Illinois Power Cooperative, 
has been successful in marketing some of the surplus 
capacity at the Lake of Egypt power plant and has also 
been able to buy cheaper coal on the spot market 
because of these surplus sales. Both of those activities 
translate into lower per kilowatt-hour fuel charges to 
this cooperative and thus a substantial savings in a 
year’s time. These savings are projected to be such in 
1988 that we do not think a rate increase is necessary 
at this time. We do not intend to increase rates unless 
absolutely necessary and we will continue to review the 
cooperative’s financial position on a year-to-year basis. 
If a rate increase should be necessary at some time in 
the future, you will be appraised of the facts and the 
reasons for any increases. With a little load growth and 
a little luck, any future rate increases should be relative¬ 
ly small and within the range of general inflation. 

RURAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
I did report to the members in attendance at the an¬ 

nual meeting that some progress had been made in pro¬ 
viding programming to rural satellite dishes, but not 
as much as we had hoped for a this point. Our national 
association has been able to arrange for some program¬ 
ming, but, to date, they have not been able to come to 
terms with either the Disney channel or a major movie 
programmer. I do not believe that what they have come 
up with so far is really very saleable in this area because 
of our proximity to the St. Louis stations, but hopeful¬ 
ly they will come up with additional programming in 
the near future. If they do not come up with additional 
programming the the next few months, we will pro¬ 
bably try to determine how much interest there would 
be in the basic package that is available now. If we then 
determine that there is sufficient interest to justify the 
cost of making the programming available, we will pro¬ 
ceed with offering it to our membership. 
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Bargain Table List 
These items will be available for members to 

purchase at the cooperative's annual meeting July 
30 prior to the business meeting. 

ITEM MODEL PRICE 
Can Opener/Kn Sharp 831 AL Hamilton Beach $14.00 
2-Slice Toaster 313A Hamilton Beach 20.00 
Handmixer 82878 Sears 14.00 
Blender 82968 Sears 33.00 
Steam Dry Iron 6276 Sears 29.00 
Electric Knife 300 Hamilton Beach 19.00 
Stir Crazy Popper 5346 West Bend 27.00 
Electric Skillet 1440 West Bend 29.00 
Hot Pot 3253 West Bend 13.00 
2-Cup Beverage Mkr 53102 West Bend 13.00 
Mini Food Processor 6500 West Bend 37.00 
Connect 3 appliance 6510 West Bend 42.00 
Heating Pad 820 Northern 13.00 
Moist Heat Band 589 Northern 16.00 
Blow Dryer 8724 Sears 16.00 
Elec. Ice Cream Mkr 
4-qt. Plastic Tub 71AL Richmond Cedar 17.00 
Bug Wacker 14342 Sears 40.00 
Elec Grill/Table Top EG115 Charbroil 55.00 
Smoke Detector — Batt 57358 Sears 10.00 
25' Extension Cord 03327 Carol 5.00 
Skil Circular Saw 5150 Skil 40.00 
3/8" Var Spd/Rev Drill 6225 Skil 29.00 
Solder Gun 54036 Sears 16.00 
Voltage Tester 82325 Sears 21.00 
Work Light 5922 Sears 12.00 
130V light bulbs (4-pack) (40 to 100 watts) 1.75 

The above prices have tax included. 
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assure everyone that we are planning for only the ab¬ 
solute minimum number of reports and other items 
necessary to conduct the business affairs of the 
cooperative and we will get you home at a reasonable 
hour. 

As you have probably noticed in the annual meeting 
notice, the entertainment will be a little different than 
the past few years. We had a guest speaker for the last 
three meetings and we thought it might be time for 
something a little different this year. I have never heard 
Bob Thomas perform, but I am told he puts on a good 
show and I think you will enjoy him. 

A new feature this year will be the member’s bargain 
table whereby you will be able to purchase some 
selected items at attractive prices. Our statewide 
association is supplying the items to us and a list of 
the available items and their prices is published in this 
center section. We will be giving each registered 
member eight long-life light bulbs as an attendance 
prize and additional bulbs will also be available in 
packages of four bulbs each. 

Mark July 30th on your calendar and make plans to 
join us. 

Yoiir employees  
EVERT EARL SCHUPBACH 

Evert Earl Schupbach is 
another Egyptian employee who 
has one of the longest careers in 
rural electrification. Accountant 
and work order clerk for your 
electric cooperative, Schupbach 
has been with the cooperative 
since May 1, 1948, more than 39 
years. 

Earl’s wife, Lucille, works for 
American Device Manufacturing 
in Steeleville. They live in 
Evansville. 

His hobbies include crafts, 
travel, golf, fishing and charity 
work. 

ERNEST DALE DEPPE 

Ernest Dale Deppe, a 
maintenance lineman with Egyp¬ 
tian Electric Cooperative 
Association, has one of the 

Schupbach 

longest records of service of any 
cooperative employee in the na¬ 
tion. Ernest began work with the 
cooperative on July 3, 1945, giv¬ 
ing him 42 years of employment. 

Ernest and his wife, Faye, live 
in Percy and have four children: 

Deepe 

Allen Deppe, Donna Riley and 
Kendra Deppe, all of Springfield, 
and Sendra Miller of Percy, and 
two grandchildren: Aaron Deppe 
and Taryn Riley. 

His hobbies are gardening and 
raising fish. 

From the 
Managers Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

This month’s center section is devoted entirely to the 
annual meeting and I want to take this opportunity to 
extend my personal invitation to you to attend the 
meeting. This is your annual meeting and those of us 
that operate the cooperative for you would really like 
to have you in attendance. 

It hardly seems possible, but this is already my fifth 
annual meeting as your manager. It seems like only last 
year that I worried about the first one. You may not 
recall, but I sure do, that my first annual meeting as 
manager was the one following the long after-midnight 
session in 1982 and I wasn’t quite sure what to expect. 
We are still trying to get some members to come to 
another meeting after that experience. I again want to 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

July 1987 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437 first. If there is no answer 
call 684-2144. 

MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144 first. If there is no answer 
rail 965-3437 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 

5. Please give the person who answers 
the member’s name as it is billed, and 
other information requested. 
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Nominating committee meeting minutes 
The nominating committee, in compliance with the 

by-laws of the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion, met in Steeleville, Illinois, in the office of the 
Cooperative, on June 1, 1987, at 8:00 p.m., to nominate 
candidates for the office director of the Cooperative 
to serve for a three-year term and to be voted upon by 
the membership of the Cooperative in its annual 
meeting to be held on July 30, 1987, in the Steeleville 
American Legion Hall. 

Attorney Paul H. Nehrt opened the meeting by 
stating that the purpose of the nominating committee 
is to nominate candidates for the office of director of 
the Cooperative, and that the terms of Mr. Harold 
Dycus, Mr. Archie Hamilton, and Mr. Raymond 
Mulholland were expiring this year. 

A roll call of the members of the nominating com¬ 
mittee was taken, and all members were present. 

Attorney Nehrt stated that the first order of business 
would be to select a chairman and a secretary of the 
meeting. 

Mr. Lawrence Dietz was duly selected as chairman 
of the committee, and Mr. Paul H. Nehrt was selected 
as secretary of the meeting. 

The chairman requested the secretary to read the 

minutes of the last year’s nominating committee 
meeting. 

The chairman instructed the committee that three 
or more nominations could be made by the commit¬ 
tee and placed on the ballot. Following a discussion on 
this, it was unanimously agreed to nominate three 
candidates. 

Mr. Melvin Paul nominated Mr. Harold Dycus, Mr. 
Archie Hamilton, and Mr. Raymond Mulholland for 
the office of director of the Cooperative. Mr. Raymond 
Leinicke moved that the nominations be closed and 
that they be nominated by acclamation. The motion 
was seconded by Mr. Irvin Phoenix and was 
unanimously carried, and that their names be placed 
on the ballot to be voted upon at the annual meeting 
of the members on July 30, 1987. 

There being no further business, motion was duly 
made and seconded that the meeting be adjourned. Mo¬ 
tion carried. 

Lawrence F. Dietz, Chairman 

Orville R. Bigham Irvin Phoenix 
Richard D. Winter Leonard Priebe 
Raymond Leinicke Steven Tindall 
Melvin L. Paul 

Annual meeting entertainment: 
Bob Thomas 

Annual Meeting registration 
instructions: last name please 

Thomas 

Bob Thomas, an annual meeting 
entertainment specialist and televi¬ 
sion performer, will be featured by 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative at its 
annual meeting. Thomas is one of 
the most versatile performers in 
show business, and will present 35 
minutes of rural family fun, con¬ 
sisting of music, novelty tricks, and 
good clean, “down home” hilarious 
comedy. Bob starred on Chicago’s 
famous television show, The Barn 
Dance, for six years, and filmed 
over 200 television shows during 
that time. These programs 
originated from the nation’s largest 
independent TV station, WGN-TV, 

The membership will be divided alphabetically, by 
the last name. There will be two lines immediately 
inside the entrance doors for registering members. Be 
sure that you get in the correct line, as it speeds up 
registering and keeps the line moving. Members must 
be registered by 7:30 p.m. to qualify for the “early bird” 
prizes. Registration will begin as early as 6:30 p.m. 

Entrance to the hall will be through the double doors 
on the south side, from the walkway between the 
Legion Hall and the new bowling alley building. Access 
to this walkway is from the front parking lot towards 
the bowling alley, or from the west parking lot behind 
the ball diamond. These entrances will be clearly mark¬ 
ed, and Cooperative employees will be located around 
the area to help direct you to the meeting. The club 
room doors will be locked, so there will be no enter¬ 
ing from the club room. 

Drawing for Attendance Prizes — (Must be present 

Annual Meeting 

to win prizes) 

Early Bird Prize Grand Prizes Free Gift 

10 Credits for $20 Two $100 Credits 8 Light Bulbs 

on Electric Bills on Electric Bills To Each 

Registered Member 
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with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

Invitation from the 
Board of Directors to 
the Annual Meeting 

On behalf of the board of directors of Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, I extend a personal invitation to at¬ 
tend your cooperative’s 49th annual meeting. The 
meeting will be held at Steeleville’s American Legion 
Hall on Thursday, July 30, 1987. The hall is air- 
conditioned and our experience during the last four 
annual meetings has been that it is very comfortable 
in spite of the summer heat. 

As in past years, registration will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
and each member registering will receive an attendance 
gift of eight light bulbs. All members registered by 7:30 
will be included in the drawing for 10 “early bird” 
prizes, which will be $20 credits to be applied on an 
electric bill. At the conclusion of the meeting, all 
members present will be eligible for the drawing of 
other attendance prizes as well as the two grand prizes 
of a $100 credit to be applied to an electric bill. 

As we have done the past few years, we are planning 
a very short business meeting to conduct the necessary 
business affairs of the cooperative and will conclude 
the meeting with Bob Thomas as the featured enter¬ 
tainment. Bob is a musical comedy speaker and has ap¬ 
peared before many annual meeting groups. His 
presentations have been well received and I believe you 
will also enjoy him. 

We have found that the most effective method of get¬ 
ting the word to the members about the annual meeting 
is for those reading this announcement to tell others 
about the meeting. So, please help us out and remind 
your friends and neighbors about the annual meeting, 
or better yet, bring them with you and let’s have a big 

turnout this year. This is your opportunity to par¬ 
ticipate in the operation of your cooperative and we 
promise to keep the meeting short and get you home 
at a reasonably early hour. 

Raymond C. Mulholland, President 
Board of Directors 

Official Notice 
Egyptian Electric 

Cooperative 
Association 

49th Annual Meeting 
July 30, 1987 7:30 p.m. 

American Legion Hail 
South Chester Street 

Steeleville, Illinois 

Action Will Be Taken 
On the Following Matters: 

1. Report on the number of members present, 
in order to determine the existence of a 
quorum. 

2. Reading of the notice of the meeting and 
proof of the due publication or mailing 
thereof, or the waiver or waivers of notice of 
the meeting, as the case may be. 

3. Reading of unapproved minutes of previous 
meeting of the members and the taking of 
necessary action thereon. 

4. Presentation and consideration of reports of 
officers, trustees and committees. 

5. Election of board members. 
6. Unfinished business. 
7. New business. 
8. Adjournment. 

John E. Steele, Secretary 
Board of Directors 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 

Raymond C. 
Mulholland 
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pump makes sense. The cooperative will give a $300 
rebate to any member who installs an add-on heat 
pump unit in conjunction with a gas or oil furnace. 
This rebate offer is also available to those members who 
are building a new home and install the add-on heat 
pump with gas or oil furnaces. 

The heat pump does not produce heat. It simply 
transfers it: from inside to outside in the summer and 
from outside to inside during the winter (scientists and 

engineers say there is heat outside in temperatures well 
below zero). Its high efficiency allows consumers to use 
electricity and its advantages and save money. In addi¬ 
tion, increased electricity usage in the summer months 
and moderated usage in the winter months allows Egyp¬ 
tian and its power supplier, Southern Illinois Power 
Cooperative, to better use its generating equipment 
and eliminate the need to build expensive new 
generating capacity. 

Your employees 

JOANN SIMMONS 
JoAnn Simmons, data process¬ 

ing assistant for Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association, has 
been an employee of your 
cooperative since 1966, with June 
16 marking her 21st year of em¬ 
ployment with the cooperative. 

Included among her duties 
are: opening electric payments, 
keeping materials inventory, 
handling address changes, and a 
variety of other related tasks. 

JoAnn, whose husband, Gary, 

Simmons 
is a carpenter, lives near Chester, 
and they have two children: Jim¬ 
mie, 11, and Shane, 16. She lists 
these hobbies: metal detecting, 
arrowhead hunting with the 
children, fishing, shopping, 
gardening and painting. 

CARL GOETTING 
Carl Goetting, a five-year 

employee at Egyptian Electric, is 
custodian, responsible for gen¬ 
eral building maintenance, in- 

Goetting 
eluding cleaning and care of the 
grounds. 

Carl’s wife, Maxine, is secretary 
for Minton Insurance in Steele- 
ville. Residents of Steeleville, 
they have five children: Mark of 
Chester; Todd of Champaign; 
Jody of San Antonio, Texas; Jay 
of Rochester, Minnesota; Stacy of 
Steeleville. 

Carl’s hobbies include golf and 
bowling. 
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Dale Dillard (left), an Egyptian Electric member who lives near Carbondale, explains to Harry Kuhn, Egyptian 
manager, how he and his wife, Ann, remodeled their home and added a heat pump. 

Dillards like add-on heat pump 
When Dale Dillard and his wife, Ann, decided to 

remodel their rural Carbondale home, they chose to 
add central air conditioning. Actually, they added 
much more than central air. 

The Dillards installed a heat pump. Not only would 
they have central air conditioning, but they also would 
have the advantage of the heat pump’s winter cycle, the 
heat mode. Now, they enjoy the advantages of the heat 
pump’s outstanding efficiency to cool their home in 
the summer and heat it in the winter. 

‘We didn’t have central air before,” Dale explains. 
“We put it in as part of oiir remodeling job last 
summer, and we’ve been quite pleased with it.” 

Coordinating their heat pump installation with Egyp¬ 
tian Electric Cooperative Association, the Dillards 
selected a York two-ton unit to serve as their “add-on” 
heat pump. The term “add-on” comes from the con¬ 
cept of adding on a heat pump to a conventional 
heating source to allow the heat pump to provide the 
user with its high efficiency for operation in most 
weather conditions. Only when winter temperatures 
drop quite low does the heat pump shut down to allow 
for use of the non electric system, in the case of the 
Dillards, an oil furnace. 

“We already had the oil heating system,” Dillard says, 
explaining that they had installed the oil furnace just 
before the oil embargo of the early 1970s. They had 
replaced a coal furnace with the oil unit. 

f he Dillards aren’t shy about praising the new system 
June 1987 

and talking about how it is so much better than 
anything they had before. “We prefer the even heat that 
comes from the heat pump,” Dillard says. “It doesn’t 
seem to have the fluctuations that the oil furnace has. 
It’s really much better than the oil furnace. In fact, we 
can sure tell the difference when the back-up system 
comes on, and we are reminded how much we prefer 
the quality of the heat pump output. The heap pump 
doesn’t dry things out as much, either.” 

The Dillards, who installed the unit on July 28, have 
their heat pump set in the “unrestricted” mode. It 
operates until outside temperatures drop low enough 
to reduce the heat pump’s efficiency enough to make 
it advantageous to switch automatically to oil. This past 
winter, relatively mild, saw them consume about one- 
third the oil they had used before the heat pump in¬ 
stallation. And, the heat pump provided them with 
clean, safe electric heat that, at the cooperative’s final 
rate block of five cents, cut their overall heating bill 

considerably. 
Dillard, who is Director of Labor Relations for 

Southern Illinois University/Carbondale, says, “I believe 
in the heat pump and I believe in what you (the 

cooperative) are trying to do,” referring to the concept 
behind the cooperative’s add-on heat pump program. 

Egyptian’s program operates this way: 
If you heat with gas or oil and are going to replace 

your central air conditioning system or are consider¬ 
ing installing central air in your home, the add-on heat 
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continue to energize the transformer and low voltage 
will result on those circuits tied to the phases that have 
been lost. In most cases, we are able to determine rather 
quickly from the incoming calls that we have a problem 
at a substation and we will send a serviceman there first 
to verify that the problem is in the station. If the pro¬ 
blem should occur outside of regular working hours 
and the substation is some distance from one of the 
offices, it could take anywhere from a half hour to an 
hour to get to the substation to take remedial action. 

If we have an abnormal voltage condition on the 
system for up to an hour or more, in all likelihood a 
number of motors are going to try to start or run dur¬ 
ing that time period. In most cases no damage will 
result because either the motor will not start or the 
motor's thermal protection will protect it from damage 
if it should run during low voltage conditions. 
However, it is always a good idea to unplug your motor 

type loads during times when you know that we are ex¬ 
periencing problems on the system and you are readi¬ 
ly able to observe that you are experiencing voltages 
considerably below the normal operating level. The 
usual household motor loads that would start by 
themselves and would need to be unplugged would be 
refrigerators, freezers, well pumps, furnaces, air con¬ 
ditioners and other small appliances that do not re¬ 
quire manual starting. You would, of course, want to 
turn off any motors that you had started manually. If 
plugs are not readily accessible, such as a refrigerator 
outlet behind the unit, you might trip the breaker in 
the main panel that controls the circuit feeding the 
refrigerator. You could, of course, trip your main panel 
breakers and interrupt the power to your entire house, 
but then you would not know when the voltages were 
back to normal unless you tripped the breakers back 
on to check the voltage levels. 

Kevin 
Liefer 

is new 
director I 

Liefer Hayer 

Kevin L. Liefer of rural Red Bud was chosen April 
22 to complete the unexpired term of A. C. “Bert" 
Hayer on the board of directors of the Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association. 

Liefer and his wife, Kathy, farm with his father in 
the Prairie du Rocher/Ruma area. Their operation in¬ 
volves some 100 sows and about 1,150 acres of crops. 

Liefer, 32, is treasurer of the Randolph County Pork 
Producers, serves on the Red Bud Rural Fire Board and 

is a member of St. John’s L.L.L. Men’s Club. He holds 
an associate of arts degree in liberal arts from Belleville 
Area College, and his hobbies are bowling and reading. 

The Liefers have three children: Kirk, Kent and Kara. 
The board and staff welcome Liefer to the board of 

directors family and wish him many pleasant years of 
association with all those in the rural electrification 
program. 

The newly appointed director replaces an Egyptain 
Electric member who served on the board of directors 

for more than 17 years. Hayer and and his wife, Lucille, 
live near Sparta. The retired farmer was appointed to 
the board in February 1970 and retired this past March 
10. 

Hayer served your electric cooperative as secretary- 
treasurer for 12 years and was a director on the board 
of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
(AIEC) in Springfield for 10 years, from 1976 until 
1986. Hayer also was chairman of the AIEC nominating 
committee for officers from 1981 until his retirement 

from the AIEC board. 
The Hayers have four daughters: Mrs. Melinda 

Ahdoot of Los Angeles, Mrs.Pat Wallarab of Fairfield, 
Iowa, Mrs. Ruth Gilmour of Sparta and Mrs. Janice Wall 
of Sparta; and six grandchildren. 

We wish the Hayers well as Bert retires from his ac¬ 
tive career as a director, and the board expresses its 
deep appreciation for his service. 
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From the 
Managers Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

It may seem like poor timing to be talking about heat 
pumps and home heating when the temperatures are 
around 90 degrees, but now is the time when many peo¬ 
ple think about replacing their central air condition¬ 
ing unit or may be considering the installation of cen¬ 
tral air conditioning in their home. That being the case, 
now is the time to be considering a heat pump if you 
are in one of those situations. Elsewhere in this section 
is an article about one of the members who took ad¬ 
vantage of the cooperative’s rebate program with 
regard to add-on heat pumps, and I think you will be 
interested in this member’s comments about the type 
of heat put out by the heat pump and the efficiency 
of the unit. 

I have on a couple of other occasions mentioned that 
I have separate meters on the heat pump in my home, 
and I would like to share some of the figures with you 
now that the heating season is over. For those of you 
who are not familiar with a heat pump: It has four basic 
energy-consuming components, which are the com¬ 
pressor, the first-stage back-up electric heater strips, the 
second-stage electric heater strips and the fan. In my 
home, I have meters on the compressor and the two 
heater stages. In my particular installation, the fan is 
wired through the first stage heater, so that meter also 
recorded all of the usage used by the fan when the unit 
was supplying heat to the house. 

Under normal conditions and temperatures above 
5 degrees, my compressor can usually keep up with the 
heat requirements of the house and the back-up heat 
is not needed. Since that was the case for most of this 
past winter, the first-stage heater was not called on very 
often and most of the usage on that meter was due to 
the fan because the fan does operate when the com¬ 
pressor operates. The second-stage heater does provide 
tempering air to the ducts when the compressor is in 
the defrost mode to avoid having cold air coming out 
of the registers when the compressor restarts, so some 
usage is registered for that reason. Without having to 
provide tempering air, the second-stage would pro- 
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bably not be needed and it is about half the size, in 
wattage, of the first-stage heater. 

During the period of November 2, 1986, to May 2, 
1987, I recorded the following kwh usage for my heat 
pump heating system: 

Meter No. 1 — 330 (fan and first-stage heater) 
Meter No. 2 — 234 (second-stage heater — temper¬ 

ing air) 
Meter No. 3 — 2,306 (compressor) 
Totals 2,870 
If my house had been on the cooperative’s lines and 

I had heated at the final block price of 5.0 cents per 
kilowatt-hour, it would have cost $143.50 to heat my 
house last winter. Granted that it was a fairly mild 
winter, but that is not a lot of money for one heating 
season and I sure wouldn’t want to have to cut and haul 
very much wood for that amount of money, especially 
when you consider the safety and cleanliness of elec¬ 
tric heat and the fact that wood is not free considering 
all of the costs involved in getting it to a wood burner. 

Whether it be a regular heat pump, such as the one 
I have, or an add-on type with fossil fuel backup, I 
believe the efficiencies are such that they merit your 
consideration if you are installing a new heating system. 
If you are installing a new central air unit and have 
a fossil fuel type of furnace, you ought to seriously con¬ 
sider an add-on unit. The cooperative will give you a 
$300 rebate for such an installation if it meets our 
requirements, and you will have the flexibility to use 
the most-efficient heat source at a given temperature. 
We are betting that once you install an add-on heat 
pump it will be the heating system of choice for most 
of the winter temperatures we experience in this area. 
We believe you will find that heat pumps provide safe, 
clean heat with little temperature variation in your 

home and it will do so at an efficient cost. 

LOW VOLTAGE 

From time to time we have situations develop on the 
system where voltage levels fall below the normal 
delivery level and we receive a number of calls repor¬ 
ting the situation. Whenever voltage levels dip to the 
point where it is noticeable because lights are barely 
glowing and motors do not want to start, the problem 
is usually in a substation and most likely one or two 

of the phases feeding the transformer have been lost 
due to a transmission problem or a high-side fuse 
blowing. In such an event, the remaining phase will 
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Check that appliance 
You may save the bother and cost of a service call 

by making a few simple checks. It has been estimated 
that as high as 25 percent of the appliance service calls 
result from causes other than faulty performance of the 
product. 

So, before calling your appliance dealer for service, 
make the following checks: 

Is the appliance connected? You’d be surprised how 
often a serviceman calls, only to find the plug is loose 
or has been pulled from the outlet. 

Is the appliance getting power? If the appliance is 
plugged in but does not operate, the difficulty may be 
in the outlet receptacle, a blown fuse, or a tripped cir¬ 
cuit breaker. Check this by connecting a lamp or some 
other appliance. If you get no response, check the fuse 
or circuit breaker. If appliance is plugged in and there 
is electricity at the outlet make the following specific 
checks: 

Is food storage area too warm, or too cold? Check 
the control dial. It may have been moved by mistake. 

Does food dry out? Frozen food dehydration is caus¬ 
ed by improper packaging; fresh food dehydration is 
caused by placing foods in the fresh food storage area 
without covers. 

— save a service call 
If water will not enter washer, the supply line water 

faucets may be closed. Check them. 
If water and suds overflow, check to be sure right 

amount of low-sudsing detergent is being used. 
If oven doesn’t heat properly, make sure that both 

oven heaters are securely “plugged in.” They are 
removable for easy cleaning and if they are not pro¬ 
perly replaced, electrical contact may not be 
established. 

If oven or appliance outlet doesn’t heat at all, make 
sure that the stop control knob of automatic timer has 
been pressed in to restore oven to manual operation. 
Make sure fuse is in tight and that it is not burned out. 

If rack doesn’t go completely into oven, make sure 
the round bar (utensil stop) at rear is always “up” and 
the round bar at front is always “down.” 

If the dishwasher floods, sometimes a sudsing-type 
detergent is the cause. 

If the machine won’t start or stops in the cycle, check 
to see if silverware or some other object has fallen from 
the washing rack and has jammed the propeller. Then 
push to reset thermostat button. 

For additional information check your care and use 
book. 

President's budget still 
targets a phase-out of REA 

In keeping with the annual ritual of trying to dis¬ 
mantle the Rural Electrification Administration. Presi¬ 
dent Reagan has again proposed that the federal lend¬ 
ing program be phased out by 1990, a suggestion that 
traditionally has met with failure in Congress. The 
100th Congress will consider the proposal, which comes 
as part of the President’s $1,024 trillion budget for Fiscal 
year 1988. The budget includes $50.7 billion for 
agriculture — a cut of $5 billion from the current fiscal 
year. 

The budget proposal, released January 5, calls for 
REA, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
agency that lends money to the nation’s rural electric 
cooperatives, to receive no allotment for guaranteed 
loans in 1988 or in any fiscal year after that for rural 
electric cooperatives. In a new twist to the Administra¬ 
tion’s repeated attempts to destroy REA, the budget pro¬ 
poses instead that the lending program be picked up 
by the private sector, and says that REA will guaranteee 
70 percent of those private loans, up to $766 million, 
if they are made to co-ops with “the greatest financial 
need.” The private sector guaranteed area slated to in¬ 
crease to $1.26 billion in 1990 and remain at that level 
for at least three years. 

Rural electric systems serving urban, suburban or 
recreational areas will not be eligible for the guarantees, 
even if the urban, suburban or recreational parts of the 
utility are small or seasonal and other parts are ex¬ 

tremely rural. The budget offers no standards for deter¬ 
mining what is suburban and what is rural. 

The USDA also has asked Congress to rescind $441 
million of the $813 million authorized for electric co-op 
loan guarantees for fiscal year 1987, which ends the last 
day of September. 

For “insured loans” from the REA Revolving Fund, 
the White House wants $258 million for the electric 
program in fiscal year 1988, down from the $622 
million in fiscal year 1987. Insured loans would be phas¬ 
ed out by 1990. President Reagan also hopes for a $185 
million rescission of funds in the insured loan program 
for fiscal year 1987. 

Until the insured loan program can be phased out 
under the Administration’s plan, the budget proposed 
that the interest rate on those loans should rise from 
5 percent to the cost of Treasury borrowing (currently 
about 7.5 percent) plus 1.8 percent. The interest rate 
on hardship loans would be increased from 2 percent 
to 5 percent. There would be no funding for new power 
plants. 

The REA makes loans from its Revolving Fund for 
extending electric and telephone service. Every year, 
between 250,000 and 500,000 new consumers move onto 
rural electric lines. The Revolving Fund is a self- 
sustaining account that replenishes itself with loan 
repayments. REA also guarantees loans to build power 
plants and transmission lines. Most guaranteed loans 
are made by the Federal Financing Bank to build power 
plants and transmission lines, and are 100 percent 
guaranteed by REA. —Rural Electric News Service 
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What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437 first. If there is no answer 
call 684-2144. 

MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144 first. If there is no answer 
call 965-3437. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, and 
other information requested. 

Nominating Committee appointed 
To: Members of Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association 

Pursuant to the By-Laws of the Cooperative and in 
compliance with the United States Department of 
Agriculture Rural Electrification Administration 
Revised Bulletin 20-19, notice is hereby given to the 
members of the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion that the Cooperative will hold its 49th annual 
meeting of its members on Thursday evening, July 30, 
1987, at 7:30 p.m., in the Steeleville American Legion 
meeting room located on the west side of town and a 
block south of Broadway. 

Notice is further given that the terms of office of 
directors Harold I. Dycus, Carbondale; Archie 
Hamilton, Ava, and Ray Mulholland, Marissa, will 
expire at said annual meeting. 

Notice is further given that the board of directors 
of the Cooperative have appointed the following 
named persons as a nominating committee: 

Orville Bigham Pinckneyville 
Lawrence Dietz DeSoto 
Raymond Leinicke Rockwood 
Melvin Paul 
Irvin Phoenix 
Leonard Priebe 
Steven Tindall 
Richard Winter 

Marissa 
Ava 
Campbell Hill 
Makanda 
Pinckneyville 

Notice is further given that the above nominating 
committee will meet at the Steeleville office of the 

Cooperative, located at the west edge of Steeleville, 
Illinois, on Monday June 1, 1987, at 8 p.m., for the pur¬ 
pose of nominating candidates for election to the board 
of directors, and that all members interested may 
attend said meeting and participate. 

The by-laws also provide that the nominating com¬ 
mittee, upon making their nominations, shall prepare 
and post at the office of the Cooperative, at least 30 
days before the annual meeting, a list of nominations 
for directors. 

The by-laws further provide that any 15 or more 
members may make other nominations in writing over 
their signature not less than 25 days prior to the 
meeting. Additional nominations may be made from 
the floor at the meeting. 

The by-laws provide that each active member shall 
be entitled to one vote upon each matter submitted to 
a vote at the meeting of the members and that proxy 
voting is prohibited. 

A member having questions regarding the above pro¬ 
ceedings may contact any officer or member of the 
board of directors for clarification or further 
information. 

Copies of the by-laws of the Cooperative are available 
and can be obtained at the Cooperative offices located 
at Steeleville and Murphysboro, or mailed to you upon 
your request. 

Respectfully submitted, 
John E. Steele, Secretary 

The offices of Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion will be closed Monday, 
May 25, in observance of 
Memorial Day. Have a safe 
holiday. 

Truck, trencher for sale 
1971 Ford Model C760F Tilt Cab and Chassis 
1965 Ditch Witch Model V30 Trencher with Trailer 

Both pieces of equipment are located at the 
Steeleville office and may be inspected during regular 
working hours or at other times if prior arrangements 
are made. 

The equipment will be sold by sealed bids and all 
bids must be submitted to the Steeleville office by 10:00 
a.m. on Tuesday, May 26, 1987. Egyptian Electric 
reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The equip¬ 
ment will be sold “as is” and terms of payment are cash. 
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of directors and management felt that the financial con¬ 
dition of the cooperative would permit a general retire¬ 
ment of capital credits to the membership, but equity 
levels have reached a point where it was felt that a 
limited amount could be refunded. 

The bylaws of the cooperative permit the board of 
directors to make retirements of capital credits to the 
estates of deceased members if, in their opinion, such 
retirements would not adversely affect the financial 
condition of the cooperative. In 1985 a decision was 
made that a limited amount of money could be 
refunded on an annual basis and a program of retire¬ 
ment of capital credits to estates was started. To date, 
approximately $60,000 has been returned to the heirs 

of former members and a few new applications are 
received each month. 

The normal reaction to an estate retirement program 
probably is, “It’s not much benefit to me if I have to 
die to get it,” but bear in mind that it is a benefit you 
do not receive when you receive service from an 
investor-owned company. I sign all of the estate refund 
checks and I see that many are written to widows and 
I am sure that they appreciate receiving a check for 
simply having taken serv ice from a cooperative. Return¬ 
ing funds to members or patrons, rather than 
stockholders, is unique to cooperatives and is the 
cooperative way of doing business. 

Your employees 

Bollman Husband 

Donald Bollman 
Donald L. Bollman, mechanic 

with your cooperative, has been 
an employee of Egyptian since 
June 1977. 

Bollman lives on Route 2, 
Rockwood, with his wife, Beverly, 
daughter, Melissa, and son, Tim. 

Bollman enjoys hunting, 

fishing, camping and tinkering 
in his shop at home. 

Claude P. Husband, Sr. 
Claude P. Husband, Sr., is a 

mechanic for Egyptian, respons¬ 
ible for care and maintenance of 
all vehicles, equipment and tools. 
He has been with the cooperative 
since October 1974. 

He and his wife, Laura, and 
four children, Linda, twins 
Claude Jr. and Edie and Emma 
Jo, live on Route 1, Steeleville. 
Laura works for the Steeleville 
Ledger. 

Husband restores old pickup 
trucks and old tractors as a 
hobby. 

How to estimate 
Total margins of $1,425,913 for 1986 have been 

allocated on the books of Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative. You may estimate the amount allocated 
to your capital account as follows: 
Step 1. Add up the total amount 

paid for energy charges only. 
Do not include taxes or late 
payment charges.   

Step 2. Multiply total kwh used in 
1986 by $.04917260   

Step 3. Subtract Step 2 from Step 1.   

capital credits 
Step 4. Multiply Step 3 amount by 

.40347811 ’   
The amount computed in Step 4 represents the 

total amount of capital credits allocated to your 
account. To determine the amount of operating 
margins allocated due to Egyptian Electric’s opera¬ 
tions, multiply the amount in Step 4 by .53535520. 
By subtracting this answer from Step 4, the balance 
represents the amount of capital credits allocated 
for SIPC margins. 
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From the 
Managers Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

Annual meeting 
While it seems that we just finished with an annual 

meeting, it is that time of year again where we start the 
process of planning the next meeting. The board of 
directors has set July 30, 1987 as the date of the 49th 
annual meeting and it will be held in the Steeleville 
American Legion Meeting Hall. We are just starting the 
process of putting the program together, but I 
anticipate that this year’s meeting will be similar to the 
other four meetings I have been involved with as your 
general manager. One new feature that we are plan¬ 
ning for at this year’s meeting is a member’s bargain 
table where you will be able to purchase small 
appliances and 130V light bulbs at an attractive price. 
The bargain table is provided by our statewide associa¬ 
tion and they provide the merchandise that is offered 
for sale. We plan to print a list of the items being 
offered for sale and the selling prices at the time we 
publish the official notice of the meeting in this 
magazine, so be watching for your July issue of the 
IREN magazine. 

Capital Credits 
Elsewhere in this month’s center section we are 

publishing the formula whereby you can compute the 
amount of capital credits that were credited to your 
account for the calendar year 1986. If you will refer 
to this notice, you will note that total margins in the 
amount of $1,425,913 were allocated on the books of 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative for the year 1986. Of this 
amount, $650,268 was due to margins allocated to 
Egyptian Electric by Southern Illinois Power 
Cooperative and does not represent cash received by 
Egyptian Electric. 

While most of our members are aware that Egyptian 
Electric is a cooperative, many do not fully understand 
the financial differences between an investor-owned 
utility and a cooperative, and the matter of capital 
credits is rather confusing to them. At the risk of bor- 
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ing those that are fully familiar with capital credits, I 
will briefly explain what they are and how they are 
handled on the books of the cooperative. 

The basic difference between a cooperative and an 
investor-owned company with regard to finances is the 
manner in which money is raised and how profits are 
distributed. An investor-owned company raises money 
through borrowing and the sale of stock, while a 
cooperative’s primary source of funds is borrowing. A 
cooperative may charge a membership fee and raise 
some equity money in that manner, but such funds are 
usually a very small part of the capital funds needed 
to get a business going and to finance future capital 
improvements. Once the business is a going concern 
and earning a profit, most investor-owned companies 
and cooperatives find it necessary to invest part of the 
profits back into the business for capital improvements 
and expansion of the business. The balance of the 
profits not invested in the system are either retained 
as operating capital or distributed. 

In the case of investor-owned companies, profits that 
are distributed are paid to stockholders in the form of 
dividends. Usually, an investor-owned company will 
make quarterly dividend payments to the stockholders 
on the basis of an amount set by the board of direc¬ 
tors for each share of stock issued. Cooperatives differ 
in this regard in that any money that is distributed is 
returned to those who used the service or product. 
Cooperatives do not have any stockholders and thus 
do not pay dividends to anyone. Cooperatives are 
owned by those who become a member by using the 
services or products of the cooperative and any excess 
of revenue over expenses is allocated to each member 
in proportion to his patronage. 

In the case of this cooperative, we allocate to each 
member’s account his proportionate share of the 
margins, based on the number of kilowatt-hours he pur¬ 
chased during the year allocated. We normally wait 
until the auditor has completed his audit before we 
make the allocation to avoid having to make any 
adjustments after the audit is completed. Thus, it is 
usually April or May before we are able to publish the 
formula for computing one’s share of the total margins 
of the cooperative during a given year. Over the years, 
margins earned by your cooperative have been 
retained and have been invested in the system in the 
form of new lines and other improvements. Total 
margins, or equity, have never been such that the board 
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Vertical loop 
Horizontal loop ^ 

r si [ill | A. mi 
Using 1 

earth to 
heat and cool 
Q. What is a water-source heat 

pump? 
A. A water-source heat pump is an 

electrically powered device that 
uses the natural heat storage 
ability of the earth and/or the 
earth’s groundwater to heat and 
cool your home or business. 

Q. How does it work? 
A. Like any type of heat pump, it 

simply moves heat energy from 
one place to another. Your 
refrigerator works using the 
same scientific principle. By 
using the refrigeration process, 
water-source heat pumps 
remove heat energy stored in 
the earth and/or the earth’s 
groundwater and transfer it to 

the home. 
Q. How is heat transferred 

between the earth and home? 
A. The earth has the ability to 

absorb and store heat energy. 
To use heat stored energy, heat 
is extracted from the earth 
through a liquid medium (anti¬ 
freeze solution) and is pumped 
to the heat pump or heat 
exchanger. There, the heat is 
used to heat your home. In sum¬ 
mer the process is reversed and 
indoor heat is extracted from 
your home and transferred to 

the earth through the liquid. 
Q. You mentioned heating and 

cooling. Does it do both? 
A. One of the things that makes a 

heat pump so versatile is its 
ability to be a heating and cool¬ 
ing system in one. You can 
change from one mode to 
another with a simple flick of a 
switch on your indoor thermo¬ 

stat. In the cooling mode, a 

water-source heat pump takes 
heat from indoors and transfers 
it to the cooler earth through 
either groundwater or an 
underground loop system. 

Q. Does the underground pipe 
system really work? 

A. The buried pipe, or “ground 
loop,” is the most recent 
technical advancement in heat 
pump technology. The idea to 
bury pipe in the ground to 
gather heat energy began in the Q. 
1940s. But it’s only been in the 
last few years that new heat A. 
pump designs and improved 
pipe materials have been com¬ 
bined to make water-source 
heat pumps the most efficient 
heating and cooling systems 
available. 

Q. What is a closed-loop system? 
A. The term “closed-loop” is used 

to describe a water-source heat 
pump system that uses a con¬ 
tinuous loop of special buried Q. 
plastic pipe as a heat exchanger. 
The pipe is connected to the A. 
indoor heat pump to form a 
sealed, underground loop 
through which an anti freeze 
solution is circulated. 

Q. Where can this loop be located? 
A. That depends on land 

availability and terrain. Some 
closed-loops are trenched Q. 
horizontally in yards and adja¬ 
cent to the home — others are A. 
placed in vertical holes that are 
backfilled with sealing material. 

Q. How long will the loop last? 
A. Closed-loop systems should 

only be installed using high- 
density polyethylene or poly¬ 
butylene pipe. Properly in¬ 

stalled, these pipes will last 
25-75 years. They are inert to 
chemicals normally found in 
soil and have good heat 
conducting properties. PVC 
pipe should not be used under 
any circumstances. 
Will an earth loop affect my 
lawn or landscape? 
No. Research has proven that 
loops have no adverse effect on 
grass, trees or shrubs. Most 
horizontal loop installations 
use trenches about six inches 
wide. This, of course, will leave 
temporary bare areas that can 
be restored with grass seed or 
sod. Vertical loops require little 
space and result in minimal 
lawn damage. 
Can I install an earth loop 
myself? 
It’s not recommended. In addi¬ 
tion to thermal fusion of the 
pipe, good earth-to-coil contact 
is very important for successful 
loop operation. Non-profes¬ 
sional installations may result 
in less-than-optimum heat 
pump performance. 
I have a pond near my home. 
Can I put a loop in it? 
Yes, if it’s deep enough and 
large enough. A minimum of 
six feet in depth at its lowest 
level during the year is needed 
for a pond to be considered. In 
pond loops, copper, poly¬ 
ethylene or polybutylene pipe 

can be used. 
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Board considering TV package 
Over the past several months, you may have read 

about a proposed program that would extend the 
benefits of telecommunications into rural areas not 
served by cable television. A new national cooperative, 
organized by two Washington, D.C., rural electric 
groups, has been formed to ensure that high-quality 
and affordable telecommunications are made available 
to rural America. 

Your electric cooperative board has taken an interest 
in the efforts of the National Rural Telecommunica¬ 
tions Cooperative (NRTC), formed by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association and the Na¬ 
tional Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance Corporation, 
to develop and deliver telecommunications services, in¬ 
cluding programming available by satellite, to rural 
people. 

The board has authorized the staff to explore the 
possibilities of Egyptian Electric Cooperative becom¬ 
ing a member of the NRTC and offering to its members 
the services that would be available. We are printing 
a coupon below that we ask you to complete and return 
to the office. The responses we receive will be impor¬ 
tant input into the decision-making process necessary 
to determine whether Egyptian Electric moves forward 
with the program and makes the services available. 

The program under consideration is a concept that 
would provide a package of satellite television pro¬ 
gramming at a relatively low monthly cost for 
participants. 

We’ve emphasized the terms “high-quality” and 
“affordable” to convey what the board sees as impor¬ 
tant considerations in its decision and your possible 
decision. While the costs are not yet established, the 
cooperative would offer to its members a high-quality 
programming package of premium channels for as low 

a price as possible. The board believes that the mon¬ 
thly fee will be many times lower than fees of others 
who may offer such service. 

One firm offering similar services to satellite dish 
owners has monthly fees that range from $40 per 
month up to more than $70, on top of equipment costs. 
Although definite arrangements have not been made 
with all of the premium channel companies, the NRTC 
has agreements in principle with about one dozen 
channels and plans to offer an attractive variety of 
channels for a price of possibly as low as $12 per 
month. This low monthly fee makes this a promising 
entertainment, news and information package for rural 
residents. 

While a number of Egyptian members already have 
satellite receiver systems installed, the scrambling of 
certain signals has already reduced their viewing selec¬ 
tion. Some of the stations or television services that are 
now scrambled or will be scrambled soon have sug¬ 
gested some high monthly costs for use of the signal. 
What the NRTC proposal calls for is a comprehensive 
programming package of news, entertainment and in¬ 
formation available to rural consumers at a low mon¬ 
thly cost. 

Just as rural electric cooperatives took the lead back 
in the 1930s to take electricity to the countryside, this 
new plan embodies some of the same pioneering spirit 
and in many ways is reminiscent of the early days of 
rural electrification. 

Your cooperative board is very interested in this pro¬ 
posal. However, the directors want to make sure 
enough of the members see this as something they want 
before launching such a program. 

Please take time to complete the coupon below and 
return to the office in Steeleville. 

Name _ 

Address 

Town     Zip   

Telephone  

□ I'm interested in a package of premium channels at a low monthly cost. 

Complete and return to Egyptian Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 38, Steeleville, IL 62288 or telephone 
(618)965-3434. 
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per month, approximately $10 of your bill is used for 
that purpose. For some of the larger users, that amount 
would be in the range of $30 to $50 per month. 

$16.92 per month 
In 1986 there were 37,876 members of the three 

distribution cooperatives that make up Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative. During that year, the com¬ 
bined average cost to members over the total system was 
$16.92 per month. If you were an average consumer, that 
is what it would have cost you on a monthly basis for 
your share of costs associated with cleaning up the stack 
emissions at the Lake of Egypt power plant. One other 
way to look at it is to consider, that for every kwh you 
use in excess of 500 kwh per month, approximately 20 
percent of what you pay for energy in excess of that 
amount goes to pay for environmental costs. 

My purpose in giving you these figures is not to say 

that we should not make the effort to clean up the 
environment. We are willing to do whatever the public 
demands in this area, but we think that our member¬ 
ship should know what impact various laws have on 
them. Many times businesses are required to raise 
prices because of laws that were passed, but that 
message doesn’t seem to get to the consumer. As a result, 
criticism is given for something over which the business 
had no control and, in some cases, was a direct result 
of what the consuming public had demanded from 
their legislators. Every consumer should bear in mind 
that every business must recover its costs from the 
ultimate consumer of its product and that is you and 
I. If we are going to insist on things that are going to 
impact the cost of that product, we can expect that we 
will have to dig into our pockets for those costs because 
there is no one else to pay the bill. 

Your employees 
LARRY HARTMAN 

Larry Hartman, staking 
engineer, is nearing 20 years of 
service with Egyptian Electric Co¬ 
operative Association. Hartman, 
who lives in Steeleville, began 
work for the cooperative on 
August 16, 1967. 

His wife, Shirley, works at 
Spartan Printing. Hartman en¬ 
joys fishing, hunting, bowling 
and golf. 

AARON SCHUSTER 
Aaron Schuster, system 

engineer, has more than 15 years 
of service with your electric 
cooperative. Schuster, who lives 

Larry Hartman 

in Murphysboro, began work for 
the cooperative September 1, 
1971. 

He is married, and his wife, 
Mary, works for City National 
Bank in Murphysboro. They 

Aaron Schuster 

have two sons: Duane, a student 
at the University of Illinois, and 
Wade, who is in the U.S. Army 
stationed at Fort Bragg, N.C. 
Schuster’s hobbies include 
reading, fishing and hunting. 

Be careful using portable generators 
A portable generator or alternator, used at home as 

an emergency power supply source, can be a wonder¬ 
ful device in times of power loss. 

However, even the most useful device can cause 
serious problems if not used correctly. 

One of the most common misconceptions about 
portable generators is that they can be plugged directly 
into a house’s circuitry and be used to substitute for 
the loss of power during an outage. Plugging such a 
power source directly into your home’s circuits can 
cause serious electrical problems, including burned out 
and badly overloaded circuits, creating a fire hazard. 

Portable power units are designed and rated to 
handle specific power loads, which should be carefully 
adhered to at all times. Trying to operate an entire 

household circuit system on a portable unit is asking 
for trouble. In addition, when power is fed into your 
household circuits from a portable unit it is also being 
fed into your outside lines, energizing otherwise “dead” 
lines during outages. Such action can lead to severe 
damage to the system, as well as create a serious safety 
hazard. 

Double-pole switches installed at the meter box can 
prevent power from a portable source from entering 
incoming lines, reducing the potential for serious 
problems. 

If you own such a unit or are planning on purchas¬ 
ing one, make sure you know the operating limits of 
the device. If you are not sure, always consult an expert. 
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From the 
Managers Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

Acid rain 
During the past few years, the subject of acid rain 

has gotten increasingly greater attention and some sort 
of acid rain bill will probably be passed by Congress 
at some time in the future. We are, of course, greatly 
concerned about what might be passed because it could 
have serious consequences with regard to our ability 
to continue to generate power with all of the generating 
units at the Marion power station. As I have mentioned 
in the past, we do have a wet scrubber on the newest 
and largest unit and we expect to be able to operate 
that unit under the rules of any new law. The three 
small units are another matter, however, since they 
were built without scrubbers and are of such a size that 
it would probably not be economically feasible to 
retrofit them. We do not think it is in our members’ 
financial interest to abandon these units before the end 
of their useful life and we would hope that any new 
law would make allowances for small units that cannot 
be economically retrofitted. 

While most of us are in favor of clean air and clean 
water, there usually is a cost associated with cleaning 
up the discharge of power plants and other industrial 
plants. While the cleaning up of the discharges may be 
a necessary or desirable undertaking, the consumer of 
the products produced by those plants should 
recognize that part of the price that he pays for that 
product goes to cleaning up the environment. The 
management of Southern Illinois Power Cooperative 
has put together some cost data for the Marion power 
station at Lake of Egypt and I think they may be of 
interest to the membership of Egyptian Electric because 
they are paying their share of those costs. Since the new 
unit with the scrubber went commercial in 1978, the 
cost figures have been compiled for the years of 1979 
through 1986. 

Increasing percentage 
The following is a breakdown on a percentage basis 
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of the comparison of environmental costs to total pro¬ 
duction operating costs at the Lake of Egypt plant: 

1979 14.0% 
1980 16.0% 
1981 17.0% 
1982 19.3% 
1983 19.9% 
1984 19.4% 
1985 19.0% 
1986 21.3% 

As you can see, in 1986 the cost of cleaning up emis¬ 
sion from the power plant reaached 21.3 percent of the 
total cost of production. Other than the size of the 
production costs absorbed by environmental considera¬ 
tions, the disturbing fact is that the percentage is 
increasing. This is partially due to inflation, but the 
primary reason is that the scrubber is a high- 
maintenance piece of machinery and, as it ages, it gets 
more expensive to operate. Whenever you combine 
water and sulfur, the result is pretty corrosive and com¬ 
ponents must be constantly maintained and replaced. 
It can mean a lot of dollars over a period of years. 

To look at it another way that is more relevant to 
your monthly bill, the following is a breakdown of what 
environmental costs are on a kilowatt-hour basis. For 
this comparison, total environmental costs were divid¬ 
ed by the total kwh’s sold to the three member 
cooperatives and the following results are stated on the 
basis of cents per kwh: 

1979 .535 
1980 .722 
1981 .886 
1982 .910 
1983 .955 
1984 1.003 
1985 1.006 
1986 1.058 

As you can see, the cost per kwh has been increas¬ 
ing just as the percentages in the preceding comparison 
were increasing. If we were experiencing any signifi¬ 
cant load growth, the average increase would be 
tempered somewhat. However, since load growth has 
been relatively flat for a number of years, the increas¬ 
ing costs have to be spread over the same base and the 
average has nowhere to go but up. What the foregoing 
figures mean to you as a consumer is that for every kwh 
you use, approximately one cent of what you pay goes 
to cover environmental costs. If you use 1,000 kwh’s 
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Your employees 

ALMA BOUCHER 
Alma Boucher, secretary, 

receptionist and cashier at the 
Egyptian Electric office in Mur- 
physboro, is a long-time 
employee, having come to work 
almost exactly 28 years ago, on 
April 24, 1959. She and her hus¬ 
band, Fred, live in Gorham. They 
have two sons, Freddie and Gary, 
both of Gorham. A daughter, 
Jeanne, lives in Norfolk, Virginia. 
Fred works for the Kinkaid-Reed 
Conservation District. 

She is the only full-time 
secretary at the Murphysboro 
office. In addition to secretarial 
duties, she handles incoming 
telephone calls and radio com¬ 
munications between the office 
and work crews. Alma is also the 
person most people talk to about 
connects and disconnects in the 
Murphysboro area. 

Alma is a member of the First 
Baptist Church of Murphysboro 
and serves as supervisor of Sand 
Ridge Township. 

Alma Boucher 

Her hobbies include baking, 
cooking and, when possible, 
camping. 

DIANE MAXWELL 
Diane Maxwell, receptionist- 

cashier and switchboard 
operator, works out of your 
cooperative’s Steeleville office. 
She has been employed there 
almost 21 years. While her job 
title outlines several respon¬ 
sibilities, there’s more. She opens 
electric payments, prepares bank 
deposits and types the correspon¬ 
dence for the billing department, 
purchasing agent and account¬ 
ant. She also does some com¬ 
puter work for the staking 

Diane Maxwell 

department and helps out 
elsewhere as needed. 

Her husband, Jim, is a truck 
driver for Beelman Trucking. 
They have two sons, Glen and 
Randy; two daughters, Angie and 
Beth, and seven grandchildren 
ranging in age from 15 months 
to seven years old. 

Diane serves on the advisory 
board of her church, Corner 
Stone of Faith in DuQuoin, and 
enjoys flower gardening, land¬ 
scaping and being out in the 
summer sun. She took up oil 
painting this winter, and now has 
lessons in her kitchen for several 
painting enthusiasts. 

Add-on heat pump information 
If you heat with gas or oil and are going to replace 

you central air unit or are considering the installation 
of central air in your home, you should consider an 
add-on heat pump. Egyptian Electric is offering a $300 
rebate to those members who install an add-on heat 
pump unit in conjunction with their gas or oil furnace. 
The rebate is also available to new home builders where 
an add-on heat pump in installed with a gas or oil 
furnace. 

Perhaps you believe your heating system should have 
provided more heat for the hard-earned money you 
spent on fuel this past winter. Or maybe you’re think¬ 
ing about installing or replacing your central air con¬ 
ditioner before summer. In both cases take a look at 
the efficient add-on electric heat pump. Only the heat 
pump can provide year-round living comfort, supply- 
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ing nearly 80 percent of your home heating needs and 
all of your cooling requirements. 

The heat pump does not produce heat. It simply 
transfers it. In the winter the pump extracts heat from 
the cold outside air and pumps it into the house. And 

it does it efficiently, too. For every kilowatt-hour the 
pump requires to operate, it produces the equivalent 
of anywhere from one to three kilowatt-hours in heat, 
depending upon conditions. That 100 percent to 300 
percent efficiency is the highest of any heating system 
available, well above the 65 percent seasonal efficiency 
of the average oil furnace in use. 

During the cooling season, the heat pump reverses 
its cycle and pumps heat outdoors like a conventional 
air conditioner. And the advantage of its “reverse” is 
that you don’t have to buy a separate unit for cooling. 
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Replacing poles aids reliability 
There are two things your board and employees con¬ 

sider to be the most important things they can provide 
for members of Egyptian Electric Cooperative — 
quality electric service and a reasonable, affordable 
price. 

Your rural electric system’s first lines were energized 
in March 1940. Since then, when 95 miles of line served 
224 members, the system has grown to include almost 
2,000 miles of energized line and more than 10,000 
meters and provides electric power for a wide range 
of consumers, from homes to farm to businesses to 
industries. 

Considering its age, the electric distribution system 
is in very good shape. Poles set in 1940 still stand, 
responsible for supporting conductor throughout the 
service area. 

Weather and the elements have taken a toll on the 
poles, however, and it is during the cold fall and winter 
months when your cooperative’s crews turn their 
attention to pole inspection and replacement rather 
than new construction. 

Egyptian tries to inspect its complete system at least 
once every seven years, looking for poles and other 
equipment that, although no problem exists yet, should 
be replaced in the best interest of the members. 

As those employees who are responsible for the 
inspection process report conditions that require pole 
replacement, work is scheduled to replace poles in an 
orderly manner. Using a systematic method, crews are 

Moving pole into place 
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able to minimize the time required to change out poles 
that are no longer suitable for use on the lines. 

While replacing a substandard pole prevents a pos¬ 
sible outage, it is usually necessary for Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric to shut off the power in the area while the actual 
changeout is taking place. This is usually about 15-30 

Egyptian employees, from left, Jim Grothaus, Norman 
Quillman and Jim Beattie "frame up" the pole. This job was 
located near Shiloh Hill along the Randolph-Jackson county 
line. 

minutes and we try to do this work during daytime 
hours. It is possible, as most of you know, that crews 
can do “hotline” work to avoid shutting off power dur¬ 
ing such operations. However, such work is not without 
risks and we consider the safety of your cooperative’s 
linemen to be utmost among our concerns. 

From time to time, a member or two may complain 
about this type of outage, but this brief period of 
de-energization of the immediate system is quite short 
when compared to the time an unplanned outage may 
require if substandard equipment fails. Sometimes an 
outage caused by failure of a pole or crossarm or 
insulator that should have been replaced can last for 
several hours. 

We think the brief outage is much more desirable 
than an outage at 3 a.m. that might last well into the 
late morning. 

OFFICE CLOSING 
Our offices will be closed on Friday, April 17, 

in observance of Good Friday. 

- — < 
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valve that doesn’t work can create a situation that you 
won’t soon forget. 

BULLING PERIOD 
None of us like to receive big utility bills, especially 

those that are much bigger than expected. However, 
before you become convinced that your meter has gone 
bad or we made a big mistake, take a few minutes to 
check the days in the billing period. Also, recall what 
the weather was like and how your living style might 
have been different during the billing period. Families 
being home for Christmas, Christmas baking and other 
holiday activities can add to your electrical usage in 
more ways than you would think at first glance. We 

usually find that when we get high bill complaints that 
everyone’s usage is up and it is primarily due to 
weather. We do, on rare occasions, run across a 
problem on the member’s side of the meter where 
power is going to ground. Thus, if high readings do 
persist without any logical explanation, we generally 
recommend that the member try shutting off the 
breakers in his main panel, one at a time, until he finds 
the ones that really slow down the rotation of the 
meter’s disc. When you find such a breaker, that will 
tell you where much of energy is going. If you turn off 
the panel’s main breakers and the meter disc continues 
to turn when there is no other load on the metering 
point, a problem exists and should be investigated. 

Be careful 
around lines 

Power lines are present in our 
lives today. They are everywhere 
because they carry the electricity 
which is such an indispensable 
feature of modern life. 

Because electricity is so com¬ 
monplace, we sometimes fail to 
respect this awesome power that 
flows along power lines. 

Electricity, for all practical pur¬ 
poses, is no different from lightning. 
Its flow is ordinarily controlled, of 
course, and is entirely safe when 
used with proper precautions. 

But, just like lightning, electricity 
constantly seeks a path to the 
ground. That is why wiring has 
insulation — to prevent the current 
from taking a direct path to the 
ground rather than through our 
electrically powered machinery and 
appliances. 

When a human body becomes a 
direct link between a power line and 
the earth, the result can be 

disastrous. Note the following 
warnings: 

Flying kites or model airplanes — 
When kite strings or metal guy 

wires touch live power lines, they 
can provide a path to the ground 
electriicty seeks, making the final 
part of the journey through the 
body of the person holding the 
string or wire. 

Tree climbing — Youngsters are 
always climbing trees. But where 
power lines run between limbs or 
touch parts of the tree, innocent fun 
could turn to tragedy. 

Farm equipment — When using 
farm equipment, be especially 
careful not to let it come in contact 
with overhead wiring. Should this 
happen while you or someone else 

is touching the equipment, you 
could again provide that lethal link 
to the ground for electricity. 

Ladders — Be particularly careful 
when moving a ladder near a power 
line. It can easily tilt into a live wire 
and electrocute its holder. 

Antennas — Being cumbersome 
and hard to control, antennas are 
especially dangerous to move about 
near an electric line. Use caution 
when installing or replacing an 
antenna. 

To be safe, keep all objects at least 
10 feet and never attempt to raise or 
move an electric line. Call your 
Cooperative for assistance in deal¬ 
ing with live electric lines. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437 first. If there is no answer 
call 684-2144. 

MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144 first. If there is no answer 
call 965-3437. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, and 
other information requested. 
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From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

JANUARY BILLS 
We received a number of calls in January with regard 

to high bill complaints, so perhaps it might be 
beneficial to discuss why the readings were high for 
January. I, like many of you, was rather surprised when 
I received my January bill because it was for one of the 
highest amounts of electricity we had used in the nearly 
eight years we have owned the house. My initial 
reaction was probably like yours in that I thought we 
couldn’t have used that much considering how mild 
the winter had been up to that point. However, after 
looking at the bill a little more and thinking back over 
the billing, I concluded that we could indeed have used 
what the bill indicated. 

The first thing that I noticed on the bill, after seeing 
how much we had used, was that the bill was for 33 days 
and this is one item that many people tend to overlook 
when comparing bills. We read about 25 percent of the 
meters on the system and the balance are self-read by 
the members. While we try to do all of our meter 
reading by the 15th of the month, it does not always 
work out that way because of weekends and weather, 
so billing months do vary somewhat in length. The self¬ 
readers can, of course, vary their reading dates con¬ 
siderably. So unless you are one of those people who 
always reads his meter on the same day each month, 
your billing months will vary somewhat in length. 
During low usage months, the difference in the length 
of the billing month does not make a big difference. 
However, in a month where usage might approach or 
even exceed an average of 100 kilowatt-hours per day, 
a difference of three or four days in the billing period 
can make a bill increase considerably over the previous 
month or the same month last year. 

THE WEATHER 
The other big factor in the size of bills is, of course, 

the weather. We all are in agreement that this winter 
seems to have been relatively mild to date, but just how 
March 1987 

mild has it really been? I usually watch the evening 
weather report on a St. Louis television station and I 
pay particular attention to the highs and lows for the 
day. Although we did not have the real low 
temperatures, on a number of occasions the weather¬ 
man did make note of the fact that the daily highs were 
below the normal that could be expected for January. 
Therein, I believe, lies the reason for the higher than 
expected January usage. While the low temperatures 
were usually in the high teens or low twenties, the daily 
highs were in the lower thirties on many days when the 
normal high is the upper thirties. In those daily 
temperature ranges, a lot of heat input into houses is 
needed, especially if the day is overcast or windy. As 
a consequence, electrical usage increases considerably 
even though the days were what we would term “pretty 
nice” for January. 

WHILE YOU ARE GONE 
Another complaint we get quite often during the 

winter, especially with students going home on 
semester break, is that “I was only there for a week or 
two out of the month. There is no way my bill could 
be that high.” Unfortunately, most people seem to think 
that if they turn the thermostat down they have stop¬ 
ped using electricity to heat. Granted you won’t have 
quite as much heat loss at a lower temperature setting, 
but it is still going to heat to maintain the thermostat 
setting whether or not anyone is living in the dwell¬ 
ing. If you are so sure that your residence does not 
require any heat while you are gone, the surest way to 
avoid any usage is to turn off the breakers to the 
heating equipment. Most people, however, are not will¬ 
ing to risk frozen water lines and other problems, so 
they will leave the heat turned on and the potential to 
use a considerable amount of energy is there, whether 
you are or not. When we are going to be gone from 
our home for a period of time, I do turn down the 

thermostat and I turn off the power to the water heater. 
As a result, I probably save a little on the heating bill 
and I am not heating water for an empty house. Water 
heaters will lose heat, whether water is being used or 
not. So it is a good idea to turn off the power to the 
heater while you are gone for an extended period of 
time. I do not turn off the water to the heater because, 
if I should turn the electricity back on and forget to 
turn on the water, a combination of a lot of electricity 
and a little bit of water in a water heater with a safety 
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What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. check your meter pole If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437 first. If there is no answer 
call 684-2144. 

MURPFIYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144 first. If there is no answer 
call 965-3437. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, and 
other information requested. 

Statement of non-discrimination 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association has filed with 

the Federal Government a Compliance Assurance in which 

it assures the Rural Electrification Administration that it 
will comply fully with all requirements of Title VI of the 

Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Rules and Regulations of 

the Department of Agriculture issued thereunder to the end 

that no person in the United States shall, on the ground of 

race, color, sex, or national origin, be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise 

subjected to discrimination in the conduct of its program 

and the operation of its facilities. Under this Assurance, this 

organization is committed not to discriminate against 

any person on the ground of race, color, sex, or national 

origin in its policies and practices relating to applications 

for service or any other policies and practices relating to 

treatment of beneficiaries and participants including rates, 

conditions and extension of service, use of any of its 

facilities, attendance at and participation in any meetings of 

beneficiaries and participants or the exercise of any rights 
of such beneficiaries and participants in the conduct of the 

operations of this organization. 

Any person who believes himself, or any specific class of 

individuals, to be subjected by this organization to discrim¬ 

ination prohibited by Title VI of the Act and the Rules and 

Regulations issued thereunder may, by himself or a repre¬ 

sentative, file with the Secretary of Agriculture, Washing¬ 

ton, D.C. 20250, or the Rural Electrification Administra¬ 

tion, Washington, D.C. 20250, or this organization, or 

all, a written complaint. Such complaint must be filed no 

later than 180 days after the alleged discrimination, or by 

such later date to which the Secretary of Agriculture or the 

Rural Electrification Administration extends the time for 

filing. Identity of complainants will be kept confidential 

except to the extent necessary to carry out the purposes of 

the Rules and Regulations. 

HAPPEN 
TO 

STORMS DO .SMASH RURAL 

ELECTRIC UHES- 

SOMETlMES TREE UMBS FALL, 
POWER LIMES BREAK. 

DON'T TOUCH A WIRE 

OM THE 6ROUMD. 

WE SHOULD HAVE 
CALLED HIS CO-OP. 

NEW FORMAT 
As you read this, you notice we’ve expanded our 

monthly communications. There’s a lot going on 

around Egyptian Electric Cooperative, and it’s impor¬ 

tant that you be aware of your cooperative’s activities. 
Beginning this month and continuing each month, we 

will feature two of your cooperative’s employees, and 

we plan to do a number of articles on Egyptian 

members, energy efficiency and safety, etc. 
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Your employees 
Charles H. Guetersloh is a 

long-time employee of Egyptian 
Electric, having come to work for 
your cooperative February 23, 
1962, almost exactly 25 years ago. 
He has been a line foreman since 
September, 1969, working out of 
the office at Murphysboro, where 
he lives with his wife, Sharon. 

The Gueterslohs are the proud 
parents of three sons and a 
daughter. Son Mark is a graduate 
student at SIU, Tom is employed 

by a trucking company, and 
Christopher is a police officer for 
the City of Murphysboro. 
Daughter Kari is in the eighth 
grade at Murphysboro Junior 
High. Charles and Sharon are the 
proud grandparents of Aleesa, 1. 

Guetersloh, who received a 
wristwatch at the co-op’s 
Christmas party in recognition of 
his 25 years of service, is a man 
of several hobbies: besides 
coaching a little league team, he 

Beattie 

also keeps busy with hunting, 
fishing and gun repair. 

E. James Beattie came to work 
for Egyptian Electric in 
November, 1957, and has com¬ 
pleted more than 29 years. He 
works out of the Steeleville office 
and has been a line foreman for 
the past 13 years. He supervises 
a three-man crew in the construc- 

Guetersloh 

tion, maintenance and repair of 
overhead and underground elec¬ 
trical facilities. 

He and his wife, Brenda, live 
in Steeleville. They have two 
sons, Jim and Tim, and two 
grandsons, Justin and Jim. 

He keeps busy in his spare 
time by playing music, fishing, 
camping and traveling. 

Be careful cutting around lines 
Cutting trees is serious business 

which demands attention to safety 
measures. You can avoid needless 
tragedy by observing some simple 
rules. 

Put on work gloves to protect 
your hands, wear safety goggles to 
protect your eyes from flying chips, 
wear a properly fitted hard hat to 
protect your head from falling 
branches, and step into steel-toed 
boots to protect your feet from 
mishaps with the saw or axe. Now, 
think you’re set to start cutting? 
THINK AGAIN! 

Some of the most serious 
accidents while cutting trees occur 
because no attention is paid to the 
presence of electric power lines. A 
careful surveillance of the vicinity 
is essential before you begin any 
tree work. 

Look overhead and to all sides of 
your cutting site. Be very sure your 
tree will not come into contact with 

any power line when it falls. 
Wood can be a conductor of elec¬ 

tricity. Each year several deaths and 
serious injuries are reported involv¬ 
ing trees falling into power lines. 
Don’t become another statistic — 
take a few minutes to survey your 
cutting site. 

Above all, if you do cause a tree 
to fall into a power line or you come 
across a tree which has fallen into 
a line, do not — under any cir¬ 
cumstances — attempt to remove 
the tree. Stay clear of the tree and 
the line. 

Call your cooperative as soon as 
possible. We will see that the 
problem is taken care of right away. 

Never attempt to remove loose 
limbs from power lines. We will 
take care of it for you. 

Exercise responsible electric acci¬ 
dent and control today. Trees and 
electric power lines don’t mix. 

THINK AND LIVE! 
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is the fact that we really do not have a lot of control 
over their occurrence. We can, of course, trim trees and 
replace bad insulators, but a great deal of contacts are 
going to occur, no matter what we do. 

I would venture to guess that we are probably 
experiencing less breaker operations today than we did 
a few years ago because we have spent a great deal of 
time and effort to clear right-of-ways. However, we now 
have digital clocks to tell you each time a breaker 
operates, where in the past most of our members did 
not even notice that an operation had occurred. While 
resetting your clocks can be annoying, please bear in 
mind what the cause might be and if it happens too 
often, let us know. For the most part, we do not know 

when or how often blinks occur and if you do not tell 
us, we have no way of knowing what is going on. It 
would be most helpful to us if you would note the times 
of day and possibly the weather conditions when fre¬ 
quent blinks are occurring because it might help us to 
narrow down the possibilities. Just simply telling us that 
the line blinks a lot does not help too much because 
a lot could mean two times to some people while it 
might mean 20 times to other people. We want to limit 
line blinks to the fewest number possible, but in many 
cases it will take your help and a certain amount of luck. 
We also know that in a certain number of cases the 
problem will take care of itself and we will never be 
able to determine the cause. 

1987 

SOUTHERN 
ILLINOIS 

FARM MATERIALS 
HANDLING SHOW 

 Special Features  

• Free admission • Daily seminars 
• All-weather exhibit halls • Meals available on the grounds 
• High school day March 10 • Craft fair (New 1987) 

The latest in automation, mechanization and 
energy-saving on the farm. 

Tuesday, March 10th — 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 11th — 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Thursday, March 12th — 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

REND LAKE COLLEGE 
Between Benton & Mt. Vernon, IL 

(Just off I-57) 
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From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

Blinking 'outages' 
This is a subject that I have written on in the past, 

but I believe it is worth repeating because we are get¬ 
ting an increasing number of complaints from 
members because they have to reset their digital clocks 
due to “outages.” In most cases, what the member 
perceives as an outage is actually an automatic breaker 
operation that interrupts the power for only a second 
or two and we do not consider this to be an actual 
outage. Outages, in our view, are those power interrup¬ 
tions where service is not restored immediately and a 
serviceman must be dispatched to determine the cause 
of the outage and to take action to restore service. 

Regardless of what you call them, however, light 
blinks can be an annoyance to those with digital clocks 
and they can drive us up the wall trying to find the 
cause. Our job is made difficult for the reason that we 
have approximately 2,000 miles of primary lines and 
services spread over less than 50 substation circuits. 
Thus when we do have a problem with a line blinking, 
we may have to search over 40 miles of line to find the 
problem and in many cases the problem may be due 
to something that is not readily visible to the eye from 
ground level. The problem may also be compounded 
by the fact that the blinks are not occurring on a 
frequent basis and about the time we are made aware 
of them and try to find the cause, the blinks stop for 
awhile. This really puts us in a quandry because without 
the blinks occurring, we cannot get a reading on the 
counters of our automatic breakers and thus cannot 
isolate the problem to a relatively small area. 

How equipment works 
Before I go any further, perhaps I should explain 

again as to just how our equipment works and what 
you are seeing when you notice a quick blink of the 
lights. To start at the beginning, any time a short cir¬ 
cuit, or fault as it is called in the electric industry, 

February 1987 

occurs some device or fuse must clear the fault or 
damage will occur to the electrical system. Our system 
works exactly the same as your house wiring and our 
automatic breakers perform the same function as the 
breakers or fuses on your main house panel. Your 
breakers or fuses operate to interrupt a short circuit 
in your house and our breakers operate to clear a short 
circuit on our primary power lines. The only real dif¬ 
ference between the two is that once your breakers or 
fuses operate you must reset the breaker manually or 
replace the fuse. In the case of our automatic breakers, 
they are set to reclose on the short circuit three times 
and to lockout on the fourth trip if the fault has not 
cleared. Thus, if your lights blink three times in rapid 
succession, the odds are pretty good that you will be 
in the dark in the next few seconds. Once a breaker 
locks out, we have to dispatch a serviceman to find the 
trouble and to reclose the breaker manually. 

Most are temporary 
Most faults or short circuits on power systems are 

temporary in nature and can be cleared with one or 
two breaker operations. Examples of such faults are 
squirrels contacting the pole top and phase wire, hawks 
carrying their prey to a pole top and it touches both 
the wire and pole top, tree branch contacts, debris be¬ 
ing blown into the line and faults due to lightning arc¬ 
ing over to ground from the phase wire. Once lightn¬ 
ing arcs over, short circuit current from the power 
source will continue the arc until a breaker operates 
to break the arc. We record the monthly operations on 

Any time a short circuit occurs, 
some device must clear the fault or 
damage will occur. 

each substation breaker and we find that the summer 
months are by far the most active with regard to 
breaker operations and most of them are probably due 
to lightning strokes hitting the line. While all electrical 
systems do experience breaker operations, a rural 
system has a lot more exposure to the elements and 
we have more operations on rural lines than we do on 
lines that are in the more protected urban areas. Most 
breaker operations have one thing in common and that 
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Homeowners! 

with poorly made, j 
undependable mowers j 

that make mowing I 
kg*- a dreaded chore! ! 

® 1987 Garden Way Inc. 

7 Ways Better Than 
Ordinary Lawn Mowerts! 

Garden Way’s New TUFF-CUT is the perfect alternative 
to ordinary walk-behind mowers & expensive “riders”! 

• Easy to Handle — Big, easy-rolling 
powered wheels handle slopes, obstacles, and 
rough ground with ease. 

• Extra Power — No more annoy¬ 
ing hesitation or stalling in heavy grass. 

• Paster — The wider mowing path 

and easy maneuvering help get your 
lawn done in record time. 

• Find out all seven 
ways the TUFF-CUT is 
superior to ordinary 
mowers — send for 
FREE DETAILS Today! 

HWM THE mums Of 

• Roto Tillers- 

Garden Way Mfg. Co. Dept. A454 3 11 
102nd St. & 9th Ave„ Troy, NY 12180 

YES! Please send all the exciting facts about 
Garden Ways TUFF-CUT® High Wheel Mower, 
including prices, details on your 5 models and 
Special Limited-Time SAVINGS OFFER now in 
effect! 

Send for FREE Details Today! 
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I Rescue Your Dying Septic System NOW! I 
Just PourSafe, EasyTo'tJs» Powder Into Your Commode and Finally... | 

END SEPTIC TANK BACKUP 
CLOGGING and SMELL 

WHY SEPTIC TANKS BACK UP Septic tanks Clog, Backup and 
Smell because of household cleaners, which are great for dishes, 
laundry and floors, but kill good bacteria in your tank and 
cesspool that normally digest solid wastes, fats, greases and 
starches. Without this bacterial action solid waste builds up in 
your system. They overflow into and clog your drainfields, lines 
and back up into your tank, causing overflows and smells. Even 
pumping your tank will not clean out the pipes or drainfields, but 
SEPTIPBO* will! 
HOW 8EPTI PRO* WORKS TO SAVE YOUR DYING SYSTEM! It 
goes to work immediately with 3 Safe Potent Enzymes and 
Bacteria supplement that works with your good bacteria to break 
down and digest fats, greases, starches, and all organic waste 
materials including paper and cotton fibers It converts and 
liquifies all organic solid wastes. Cleans tank, pipes, and drain- 
fields. Drainfields become porous allowing earth to absorb. The 
entire system opens arid works from beginning to end. 

SOLID WASTE CLOGS PIPES. TANK & DR AIRFIELD 

AFTER 

SOLIDS DIGESTED AND LIQUIFIED NOW ABSORBED 
SEPTIPRO* SAVES YOU MONEY! No more costly mech- IN OPENED DRAINFIELDS 

IsiSTrao-Vp.or^ii-. i^n.iiNssiii 
□ 1 lb.<s> $8.95plus$1 .OOpostageAhandling total$9.95 

□ 2 lbs. $14.40 plus $2.00 P & H total 16.40 Save on 

□ 4 16s. «>) $21.30 plus $2.50 P A H total $23.80 Larger 
□ 8 lbs. $36 50 plus $3.00 PAH total $39.50 sizes 

Charge to my □ Master Card □ Visa 

PRO* into your commode, let it work! Results 
usually visible overnight! Non-toxic, Poisonous 
or Corrosive. Harmless to Humans, Animals or 
Plumbing. Will make your system odor-free. 
SEPTIPRO* IS GUARANTEED TO KEEP YOUR 
SEPTIC SYSTEM TROUBLE FREE OR WE WILL 
REFUND EVERY PENNY YOU PAID FOR YOUR 
SEPTIPRO* . 1 lb. for initial treatment of 1000 
gal. tank or 4 routine monthly 4 oz. treatments. 

/ undwrstmnd thmi KPTIPflO* is tu*r gvmrmatwmd and M H 
doaa not do ma dmknad, I can return the unuaad portion 
within 30 days and get ad ot my money back 

YOU DONT RISK A PENNY! 
Onter Now! Monry Back Gusranlssl 

l i i ' l i I l l 1 J L 

Expiration Data l_l i —1 I_1 

Slgnature. 

Street   

City. Zip. 

Charge Customars call: 1-800-533-2225 

FREE OFFER 
MILLION $$ GOLD BANKNOTE 

Fool your friends with this exact reproduc¬ 
tion of old U S. Gold Banknote (1840). It’s 
yours free when you send for new “FUN 
CATALOG" (Jokes, Tricks, etc.) Send 50' 
(coin) for shipping Special 3 for $1.00. 

THE FUN HOUSE 
BOX 1225-E • NEWARK. N. J. 07I0I 

The exoTic 
coppeuchAiN... 
does ir Re Ally holt) 
MIRACULOUS CURATIVe 
poweRS? 

Frankly, we don’t know, but for many years folks 
everywhere, including famous athletes, wealthy 
& prominent people, have placed their faith in 
the mystical powers of copper to relieve the 
pain of arthritis, rheumatism & other diseases 
of the joints. Recent research conducted by an 
Akron biochemist now indicates that copper may 
indeed be a natural pain-killer due to the re¬ 
action of copper with chemicals on the skin 
which produces an anesthetic called ethylene, 
which can be absorbed into the body and circu¬ 
lated by the blood. We don’t make any medical 
claims for our copper Bracelets — we do claim 
that they are 100% PURE GLEAMING COPPER 
and a stunning accessory for both men and 
women. Great for gifts. Allow 6 wks. for delivery 
LADIES CHAIN $1.50 ea 2/$2.75 
MEN’S HEAVIER CHAIN $1.75 ea 2/$3.25 
TWO BROTHERS. INC. Dept. CB154 
1602 Locust St., St. Louis, MO 63103 

Dentures 

Total Cost For Both 
Upper & Lower Dentures 
ONE DAY SERVICE 

Not Licensed in the State of Missouri 
As a Prosthodontist 

General 
Dentistry 

with 
Complete Dental Service 
plus Ozark Hospitality 

Single Porcelain Crown $150 
3 Unit Porcelain Bridge $405 

1st tooth extraction $15 

Each thereafter $10 

WE WANT YOU SATISFIED! 
We also process Insurance Forms 

free hookup for your 
recreational vehicle 

Please call for an appointment or 
WRITE FOR FREE DETAILS 

Frederick C. Lauer DDS 
Mid-America 
Dental Clinic 

(417)466-7196 

Hayward Drive Rt. 3, Box 19C 
Mt. Vernon, Mo. 65712 

1-800-843-9348 

In Missouri 
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areas of general liability and workmen’s compensation 
and although this cooperative’s claim experience in 
these two categories has been good during the past few 
years, the industry’s overall record is not good and we 
pay accordingly. The insurance companies claim, of 
course, that they are experiencing the lawsuits and the 
big awards, but it is hard to understand why any 
business needs the kinds of increases that the insurance 
business has instituted during the past couple of years. 

As far as workmen’s compensation insurance is con¬ 
cerned, it is simply a matter of what the law allows and 
the claims that the commission will award. Our 
workmen’s compensation premium increased approx¬ 

imately 56 percent for the coming year and would have 3 
been even higher if we had not received a premium dis¬ 
count and a discount based on our claim experience 
during the past year. 

It is difficult to know what is fair and right with 
regard to workmen’s compensation, but leaving the 
fairness issue out of it, it is not hard to see why business 
would think twice about locating in Illinois. If you look 
at what the costs are in some neighboring states, you 
come to the conclusion that we are not in a very com¬ 
petitive situation and we are going to have a difficult 
time attracting new jobs to Illinois without big conces¬ 
sions from state and local governments. 

Business at home 
workshop schedule 

Each year, more people harvest the benefits of the 
nation’s fastest growing cash crops — goods and services 
from homebased businesses. Homebased businesses 
offer the opportunity to work at home, remain involved 
with the family, and expand a hobby or interest into 
a profitable enterprise. 

Designed to address the interests of these entre¬ 

preneurs, Businesses at Home . .. Opportunities ‘87 is 
scheduled February 18, 1987 at the Mt. Vernon Ramada 
Inn. 

Workshops will be offered on topics such as Business 
Basics, Will My Idea Work?, Marketing Your Business, 
Working With Your Spouse, and others. Also, the con¬ 
ference will help attendees examine the pros and cons 
of owning a homebased enterprise. 

In addition to workshops, an opportunity fair will 
be held. The opportunity fair will feature organizations 
which offer assistance to small businesses, companies 
interested in doing business with homebased enter¬ 
prises, and an opportunity to talk with workshop 
presenters. 

Sponsors of Businesses at Home ... Opportunities 
‘87 include the U.S. Small Business Administration, 
University of Illinois, Cooperative Extension Service, 
Foresee, Inc. Graham-Pierce Printers, and the Small 
Business Development Centers of Illinois Eastern Com¬ 
munity College, Kaskaskia College, Rend Lake College, 
Southern Illinois University-Carbondale and Southern 
Illinois U n iversity-Edwardsvi 1 le. 

Registration Information: The attendance fee is $35 
and includes continental breakfast, lunch, conference 
materials, and access to the opportunity fair. Registra¬ 
tion will start at 7 a.m., February 18 with the General 
Session convening at 8 and adjourning at 4:30 p.m. 

Checks should be made payable to the University of 
Illinois, Jefferson County Cooperative Extension office, 
and mailed to that office at Rte. 3, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit 

breakers. 
2. check your meter pole. If you have 

breakers, make sure they are in the 
“on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with 
your neighbors to see if they have 
power. 

4. DURING OFFICE HOURS: (8 a.m. 
— 4 p.m., Monday through Friday) 
CALL THE OFFICE NUMBER 
NEAREST YOU: Steeleville 965-3434 
or Murphysboro 684-2143. 
AFTER OFFICE HOURS: 
STEELEVILLE AREA — Call 
965-3437 first. If there is no answer 
call 684-2144. 

MURPHYSBORO AREA — Call 
684-2144 first. If there is no answer 
call 965-3437. 
THERE IS ALWAYS A COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON CALL AT 
ONE OF THESE TWO NUMBERS. 
5. Please give the person who answers 

the member’s name as it is billed, and 
other information requested. 
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From the 
Manager’s Desk 

by Harry Kuhn 

As I write this column, we are approaching the end 
of 1986 and this has been a rather routine year for your 
cooperative. Although the monthly usage pattern did 
not quite fit my budget projections, we are ending the 
year very close to budget estimates on an overall basis. 
We started the year off with relatively mild winter 
months, so my budget estimates were off target at the 
very outset, but July and a couple of the fall months 
were better than expected and we will probably end the 
year a percentage or two over the budget in terms of 
kilowatt-hour sales. 

The cost estimates in the budget are turning out to 
be very close to the actual figures for the year, so we 
did not have any big surprises during the year, other 
than fuel costs. Fuel costs were lower than anticipated 
and as a result, your cooperative is having a relatively 
good year financially and this was the primary reason 
we chose not to increase rates this past fall. 

Our projections for 1987 do not look quite as good 
as the 1986 results, but at this point we will let 1987 
take care of itself and wait and see what happens as the 
year develops. 

ADD-ON HEAT PUMPS 
As we have announced on several occasions in this 

column and in the letter we mailed to every member 
in October, we do have an incentive program to 
promote the installation of add-on heat pumps where 
the member has oil or gas as a backup heating system. 
In order to be able to evaluate the program and deter¬ 
mine whether or not the $300 incentive payment is an 
appropriate amount to offer, we have installed meters 
on five of the heat pump compressor units. 

The members have been submitting the monthly 
readings to us and thus far it appears that they are using 
very little electrical energy to heat their homes. We do 
not know at this point whether or not they have used 
their backup heating systems, but the temperatures 
since the first of November have been ideal for a heat 
pump and we would expect that they would operate 

very efficiently. From the readings we have thus far, it 
would appear that the add-on units have used between 
500-600 kilowatt-hours during the past two months. 

Based on our final block price of 5 cents per kilowatt- 
hour, it would appear that these members have heated 
their houses for between $12 and $15 per month for 
the last two months. This, of course, assumes that they 
did not operate their backup system during this period. 
At the end of the heating season, we intend to survey 
those members who are participating in the metering 
of their add-on units to determine how much they 
utilized their backup systems and what their opinions 
are of the add-on heat pump. 

We will be passing this information along to you 
because we believe a heat pump is very efficient and 
if you are presently heating with gas or oil, you should 
consider an add-on unit the next time you have to 
replace your central air unit. 

SMALL BUSINESS WORKSHOP 
I usually do not give other groups or organizations 

space in the column, but once in awhile I receive a 
request that I think merits space and will be of interest 
and benefit to the members. On the right is an 
announcement on a small business workshop that wall 
be held in Mt. Vernon. 

In view of the general economy and the interest and 
desire of some people to start their own business, I 
thought it might be of some help to those of you who 
might be contemplating starting a new small business. 
We do not endorse this workshop, but are simply 
passing along the announcement for your 
consideration. 

INSURANCE COVERAGE 
As I have mentioned on other occasions, we are get¬ 

ting increasingly concerned about the cost of insurance 
and ultimately whether or not we will be able to get 
certain types of coverage at all. We just received the 
renewal notice for a portion of our insurance needs 
for 1987 and the premiums have been increased from 
approximately $103,000 to approximately $150,000 per 
year. We have not been informed as to the premiums 
for the balance of our insurance coverage, but we 
assume that we will probably see similar increases. 

We do not know who is to blame or what the 
problems are in the insurance industry, but we certainly 
cannot afford to pay increases such as this if this is 
going to be an ongoing process. 

The big increases in premiums are occurring in the 
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THIS PENNY IS WORTH 
s13,00022 

IS IT IN YOUR POCKET 
OR PURSE RIGHT NOW? 
Check your coins! Billions of U.S. 
coins are in circulation... many of 
them worth hundreds, even thou¬ 
sands of $$$. The U.S.A. Coin 
Guide tells which U.S. coins are 
valuable and how much they are 
worth. It also tells howto look for 
and find valuable coins and how 
to sell them. Send $2.00 for 
book, plus 50C for 
Shipping. 

U.S.A.Coin Guide 
Box 85-P * Livingston, NJ 07039 

YOUR HOUSE WIRING MAKES 
SUPER POWERFUL 

GIGANTIC 

TVANTENNA 
At last! A Marvelous, new £ CQ 
electronic invention which 
uses your own house wir- 
ing as a super powerful p us 50t P0Sta9B 

precision TV Antenna to bring in every channel in your area 
sharp and clear with no dangerous, expensive outdoor 
Antennas or inefficient, unattractive “Rabbit Ears”. No 
more struggle to get the stations you want. Attaches quickly 
to your set. Plugs into ANY outlet in ANY room. Uses NO 
electricity! Absolutely safe! Your home wiring becomes a 
powerful Giant Antenna, giving super TV reception. Great 
for FM radios too.,... 

TWO BROTHERS, INC. Dept. TV-43 
1602 Locust St., St. Louis, MO 63103 

40 YARDS LACE $2.25 
LACE—LACE—LACE...40 yards of Lace 

in delightful patterns Edging, insertions, etc. Assorted beautiful designs, 
colors and widths Pieces at least 10 yards in length—none smaller Mar¬ 
velous tor dresses, pillowcases etc Terrific as hem facing Only $2.25 
(About 5V2t yd ) or double orders $4.35.3 orders just $6.25. Pis include 
50C pstg and tiding with EACH set of 40 yards you buy Satisfaction 
guaranteed! FREE with lace 50 BUTTONS 50 NEW High Quality Buttons 
Assorted colors, sizes and shapes Sent FREE with each lace order 
Please allow up to 6 weeks for delivery 

LACE LADY 1602 Locust St.Dept. LB-56St. Louis. MO 63103 

LIFETIME TANK COATINGS 
Stop all leaks in steel and concrete 
— Prevent rust forever. Roof coat¬ 
ings for tar paper, composition 
shingles, and metal buildings. 
Anyone can apply all coatings. Fix 
it once and forget it. Serving Farm 
& Ranch Since 1950. Let us send 
you complete information. 

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO. 
Box 7160IN Ph. 806-352-2761 

2821 Mays St. 
Amarillo, Texas 79114-7160 

"It'* „ 
£asVl 

Have all the pure, fresh water 
you want 

FREE! 

You can drill 
a water well in 
your backyard 

next weekend! 
Over 99,000 

home water wells 
drilled this easy, 

low-cost way 
since 1962! 

CALL TOLL-FREE 

1-800-821-7700 
(Ask for Operator 5167) 

Or Clip Coupon and Mai! Today! 

J ^ IPO! iDflp]/ Anderson Road 
I—^GG|llllJuA Opelika. Alabama 36802 

Please mail your FREE Brochure. 

I City/State/Zip   © 1987 5167J 

EXCLUSIVE FORMULATION USED BY AIRLINES—NOW AVAILABLE TO CAR OWNERS 

Glass Shield" KEEPS ALL CAR WINDOWS 
PERFECTLY CLEAR AT ALL TIMES... 
ABSOLUTELY NOTHING CAN STICK TO THEM... 

fegi • NOT SNOW • NOT SLEET 
• NOT ICE • NOT GRIME 
•HOTDIRT •NOTRAIN 
•HOT BUGS •HOT TAR 

— •HOTSALT SPRAY 
OmApptk&Oon tests for up to Six Months! MOTSOLD IK STORES 

• STOPS ICE, SNOW AND SLEET FROM 
FORMING CM WINDSHIELD ETC. 

• ROAD TARS, GRIME, SALT SPRAY, DIRT 
AND BUGS ROLL RIGHT OFF. 

• FULL WINDSHIELD, SIDE AND REAR 
WINDOW VfSJBaiTY PERFECTLY CLEAR 
AT ALL TIMES (not just wiper area). 

• GREATER PROTECTION AGAINST ACCI¬ 
DENTS FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 

• ONE APPLICATION LASTS FOR UP TO 
6 MONTHS. 

• ONE BOTTLE PROTECTS SEVERAL CARS. 
• SAFE FOR ALL CAR FINISHES. 

• EXCELLENT FOR HOME WINDOWS. 
ELIMINATES CONSTANT WASHING 

• PERFECT FOR BOATS, TOO. 
KEEPS SALT SPRAY OFF WINDOWS 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

Howe Co., Dept. 562 
1010 44th Ave., L.I.C. NY 11101 

GLASS SHIELD utilizes the formulation 
now used by most commercial and private 
planes to insure a perfectly clear windshield 
regardless of how foul the weather. 

WORKS LIKE MAGIC 
You’ll be amazed as you watch the ele¬ 
ments hit your windshield and actually roll 
and bounce off every area of glass. It’s not 
magic... it’s GLASS SHIELD! 

IMPROVED FOR CAR & 
BOAT OWNERS 

The plane formulation was enhanced by 
adding ingredients that not only prevent 
snow, sleet and ice formation on cars, but 
also grime, dirt, bugs, tars and salt spray 
from adhering to your windshield and all 
glass areas, including side mirrors. You can 
now drive in the worst of weathers with the 
assurance that you’ll enjoy even clearer vis¬ 
ibility at all times without even using your 
wipers. AND, because GLASS SHIELD 
protects the entire glass area of your car, 
you enjoy far greater visibility than merely 
depending on your windshield wipers. 
Clearer and wider visibility insures elimina¬ 
tion of “blind spots" and provides greater 
protection against road accidents for you 
and your family. GLASS SHIELD is made 
by the manufacturers of famous 
GLO-SHIELD, America’s finest car finish. 

Please rush me bottles of GLASS SHIELD 
(a $7.95 (2 for $13.90, 4 for $25.95) Add $1 00 per 
order for postage & handling. N Y residents add sales 
tax. Enclosed is check or M.O. for $ or 
charge to my □ VISA □ MASTER CARD 
No  Expire Date  

AS SEEN ON NBC-TV 
David Horowitz’ Consumer Report Show 

“IT REALLY WORKS!” 
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